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A Giving Spirit
Amid Joy and Sorrow, the Barker Family Shared Their Good Fortunes With the Community

by William Halliar

Barker Mansion as seen in 1948.

Continued on Page 2

I sat enthralled, chin in hand, listening intently 
to the stories. Tales of the past, of inventions, of 
robber barons, of railroads, of life lived in grand 

style and the sadness of illness, death and loss.
Mary Kintzele calls herself the “executive house-

keeper.” She runs the everyday “nuts and bolts” of 
Barker Mansion and has played an intimate role in 
the day-to-day running of Michigan City’s vener-
able old landmark for the last 23 years.

Editor’s note 
— Our series 

continues explor-
ing the his-

tory behind key 
locations along 
Michigan City’s 

North End.

Mary is a storyteller. In the time she has been 
involved with the historic mansion, she has steeped 
herself in the history of the building and the Barker 
family who called it home. She has led many tour 
groups through the ornately decorated rooms and 
related intimate details of family life in the Victo-
rian era.
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Mary has studied manuscripts left behind by the 
family, and cared for furniture and artifacts used 
daily by the Barker family and left in the man-
sion after their deaths. She has stood quietly in the 
rooms, breathed in the dusty air, even climbed to 
the rooftop to gain perspective on what the house 
can teach future generations and how best to pre-
serve and tell the story of one of Michigan City’s 
founding families.

Barker Mansion at 631 Washington St. embodies 
a moment frozen in time, a wonderfully preserved 
example of the opulence of the late 1890s, the home 
of a prosperous rail industry tycoon and benefactor 
to the community for many years passed and years 
still to come.

When you sit with Mary and listen to her stories, 
history comes to life. She tells of young John Bark-
er, who fi rst established himself in business here in 
1832, and of his son, John Henry, who, instead of 
taking over his father’s business by stepping in at 
the top, took a lower job and worked his way up to 
president. Stories of Catherine, who was left an or-
phan at 14 and inherited the family fortune, and of 
her children who still bear the weight and privilege 
of responsibility to our community.

An article from “Indiana Biography,” found at 
Michigan City Public Library’s Indiana Room, 
states on Page 308 that “The late John Barker was 

A Giving Spirit Continued from Page 1

Mary Kintzele stands by the sink in the “butler’s kitchen.” 
The sink was made of German silver.

of an old New England family and possessed the best 
characteristics of the liberalized Puritans. These are 
the traits that have made the sturdy natives of New 
England an important factor in developing the re-
sources of the great west.”

One of these “best characteristics” might be what 
Max Weber called the Puritan, or Protestant, work 
ethic. This is a social concept that says hard work, 
frugality and diligence, in one’s life work, are a con-
stant display of a person’s Christian faith. Add to 
this a social conciseness that benefi ts society creat-
ing a lasting legacy and impact on history.

The Barker family may have accumulated great 
wealth, but judging by their legacy of giving back to 
the community, they also held in high regard a re-
sponsibility to their fellow citizens. Their lives were 
lived in opulence in the late 1890s and early 20th 
century, but as in all life journeys, theirs was not 
without diffi culty and occasional sorrow.

John Barker was born 
Dec. 14, 1814, in Andover, 
Mass., the youngest son of 
a family of 11, and a family 
of some infl uence in the re-
gion. His formal education 
was meager, but he must 
have been taught well the 
lessons of hard work and 
diligence passed on by his 
Puritan parents. In those 
days, business was best 
learned by doing rather 
from a textbook. John took 
clerk positions in local stores to learn the trade of a 
merchant.

Again from “Indiana Biography,” “His education 
was entirely rudimentary, but in rudiments he was 
what might be called, even at this later day, a well-
educated man, because what he knew he knew well 
and it formed a strong foundation for the hard, com-
mon sense which he was known to process by all who 
knew him.”

He left home at 18, taking clerking positions 
in several shops and, according to contemporary 
sources, began to make his fortune without outside 
fi nancial assistance.

He was a self-reliant man.
By 22, John was ready to set up on his own, so 

he took off across the country to seek his fortune in 

John Barker.
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business, landing in the pioneer town of Michigan 
City, where he set up shop in partnership with his 
cousin, Jacob Carter. It can only be imagined that 
the young John Barker had his eyes open for fur-
ther opportunity because he soon left the mercantile 
business and established himself as a grain broker.

He constructed a grain elevator and built a pier 
into Lake Michigan. Farmers from all around the re-
gion would harvest their grain and bring it to Michi-
gan City, where it would be purchased by grain bro-
kers. The brokers would, in turn, sell the grain to a 
larger market and ship it all over the United States 
and the world via sailing ships on Lake Michigan.

John Barker must have been a restless man, al-
ways seeking opportunities, because it was not long 
before he recognized the potential of the growing 
railroad industry and bought an interest in a facto-
ry to produce railroad freight cars, as well as other 
heavy machinery. In 1855, a partnership between 
John Barker and Frederick Haskell was formed.

Mary Kintzele relates a tale of John Barker’s ear-
ly philanthropic mindset. Freight cars of the mid-
1800s were constructed almost entirely of wood. 
During this time, homes were heated by wood stoves 
and food was cooked over wood fi res. There was al-
ways plenty of scrap wood left after a day of freight 
car manufacture, and the workers at the Haskell 
and Barker plant were allowed to take scraps home 
to help keep their families warm on cold Michigan 
City winter nights.

Continued on Page 4

John Barker married local girl Cordilla and had 
two children, who would survive him. In those days, 
many children did not live into adulthood. His two 
surviving children were Anna and John Henry. In 
1857, he began construction of a home adjacent to 
his freight car factory. This building, after much 
reconstruction, would eventually become Barker 
Mansion as we know it today.

John Barker retired in 1869. His son, John Henry, 
left a successful business career in Chicago to work 
at the Michigan City car works as general manager. 
John Henry learned much about hard work, self-
suffi ciency and business from his father. By 1883, 

Marble statues of John Henry Barker (left) and his daughter, Catherine 
Barker, as a child are displayed inside the mansion.

Robert Swan and Harbor Country Opera 
Present

Christmas at the Acorn!
Harbor Country Opera returns to the Acorn Theater 
for the tenth anniversary of its beloved Christmas 

show 
Saturday, December 20th.

As usual, there are plenty of opportunities for the 
audience to join in song, with selections like We 
Three Kings, Silent Night, and White Christmas! 

And a touch of Santa and Rudolph.
Not to mention plenty of free hot roasted chestnuts!

Music is good for the soul...and so is Laughter. 
Great Christmas music, beautifully sung...generous 
helpings of laughter, with perhaps a touch of mulled 

wine or hot buttered rum, and a special sense of 
community that never fails to brighten the season.

Saturday, December 20th - 8 pm Eastern
Tickets at $25 at harborcountryopera.org, or 

269-231-0027. Tickets also available at 
acorntheater.com or 269-756-3879
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he was named president of the plant. The Michigan 
City car works continued to grow, under John Hen-
ry’s watchful eye. By 1910, the plant had an annual 
output of 15,000 freight cars. The Barker estate had 
grown to an estimated $50 to $60 million.

John Henry became one of the great captains of 
industry and fi nance at the turn of the 20th century, 
and was the foremost freight car builder of the era. 
But even as his business grew, he retained the love 
of community taught by his father. No worthwhile 
public service project went unconsidered. The Bark-
er family contributed to many worthwhile projects 
in the early years of the century, including the pub-
lic library, YMCA, St. Anthony Hospital and the 
peristyle that once graced Washington Park.

A Giving Spirit Continued from Page 3

St. Anthony Hospital circa 1907.

John Henry loved music and especially opera, of-
ten making the trip to Chicago with his family to 
enjoy performances in a private rail car. He con-
tributed heavily to the Ames Band, which became 
known as one of the fi nest musical organizations of 
the Midwest in that era.

As successful as his life was, John Henry was not 
immune to tragedy. Even as his business and fame 
grew, he lost three children in infancy and eventu-
ally his beloved wife, Gena. Barker Hall, which is 
part of Trinity Episcopal Church, was constructed, 
using funds contributed by the family in memory of 
his three lost children.

Barker Hall at Trinity Episcopal Church.

In 1893, John Henry married Katherine Fitz-Ger-
ald, who was at the time they met a teacher at the 
Episcopal school. Their only child, Catherine, was 
born in 1893. At the time, the home at 631 Wash-
ington St. was remodeled and expanded to meet the 
family’s growing needs, its status in the community 
and, indeed, the world.

A view of the new Barker family residence in 1906.

The home, fi nished in 1905, was the work of Chi-
cago architect Frederick Perkins. The design was 
copied after an English manor house and the pro-
portions were sumptuous: 38 rooms, seven hand-
carved marble fi replaces and 10 bathrooms served 
the occupants, which included a staff of up to 12 ser-
vants and a live-in teacher for Catherine.

The home had a central vacuum system, an inter-
com system and air ducts to cool it in the summer 
— all of the most modern amenities of the time.

The Barkers loved to travel and collected fi ne 
furnishings, tapestries, sculptures and works of art 
from all over Europe. The grand entry hall is graced 
by a fi replace taken from a castle in Normandy, 
France.

The Barker family enjoyed their new home and 
life together for all of fi ve years, when tragedy 
struck, once again. On May 24, 1910, John Henry’s 
wife died while he was on a business trip to Europe. 
Then, on Dec. 3 of that year, John Henry fell ill and 
died. This left young Catherine alone in the world 
at the age of 14. At the time, she was considered one 
of the wealthiest women in the world.

The Haskell and Barker car works were taken 
over by a board of trustees and a president and 
eventually sold to a group of eastern investors. In 
1922, it became a part of Pullman-Standard.

The grand Barker Mansion was maintained by 
servants while Catherine attended boarding schools, 
until she reached adulthood. Like her father and 
grandfather before her, Catherine continued in the 
spirit of public service passed down to her.
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Mary Kintzele learned from speaking with grand-
children that Catherine was never happy at the 
mansion after losing her parents so early in her life. 
She met her husband, Charles Hickox, in New York 
and settled there, spending her life administering 

the estate of her family.
In 1924, Catherine established 

the Barker Annuity Fund to pro-
vide pensions for Haskell and Bark-
er employees not covered under the 
Pullman retirement plan. For this 
kindness, she was respected and 
loved by the community. 

According to writings at the time 
of Catherine’s death, although 
she was born to great wealth, she 
treated the privilege with a sense of 
obligation and responsibility, thus 
refl ecting her grandfather’s and 
father’s Puritan beliefs and back-
ground.

Barker Mansion was used by 
Purdue University-North Central 
as a learning annex beginning in 
1948 and continuing for 20 years. 
Imagine learning in such a grand 
and opulent setting. In 1968, own-
ership of the mansion reverted back 
to the Barker Foundation, of which 

Catherine was president, and the foundation pre-
sented the home to Michigan City to be used as a 
community center.

As Catherine’s health declined, and in spite of al-
Continued on Page 6

PNC students seen doing homework in the back porch area in the 1950s.
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most total blindness near the end of her life, she 
was concerned with the restoration of the home, 
with the future of the community center and her 
family legacy. Through the Barker Welfare Founda-
tion, money was provided for the restoration and 
maintenance of the building.

During her lifetime, Catherine personally saw to 
the direction of large sums of money, researching 
and contributing to many different charities. When 
the purpose of the original Barker Annuity Fund 
was fulfi lled, the balance was transferred to the 

A Giving Spirit Continued from Page 5

The Barker Mansion kitchen decorated for Christmas.

Frank Lloyd Wright windows inside the mansion.

Barker Welfare Foundation started in 1934. That 
foundation continues to be an effective instrument 
for charity and giving.

Although Catherine Barker Hickox died on Nov. 
18, 1970, the foundation she established continues 
to this day. Her children and many grandchildren 
are active in the foundation’s distribution process.

Today, Barker Mansion is open to the public. All 
are welcome and invited to experience the grandeur 
of an age gone by, and to contemplate the family’s 
giving spirit, a legacy that lives on today.

The Beacher would like to thank 
Mike Fleming for providing some of the 
historical photos used with this article.

A walk into 
Coachman Antique Mall 

is like a walk into a historical 
treasure trove of merchandise. 

Quality merchandise with 
reasonable price points. 

500 Lincolnway • LaPorte, Indiana
(219) 326-5933

Monday through Saturday 10AM to 5PM 
Sunday Noon Till 5PM 

Under new ownership/management 

Vintage And Antique 
Toys 

Furniture 
Upholstered Furniture

Clothing 
Crystal 

Art Glass 
Table Ware 

Fabrics 
Speciality Paints 
Home Decorator 

Accents 
Holiday 
Lighting 

Electronics 
China Silverplate 

Jewelry

Styles Of Furniture 
And Accents We 

Carry 
Primitives 

Art Nouveau 
Italian Revival 

Eastlake 
Victorian 

Mid Century 
Arts And Crafts 

Art Deco 
French Provincial 

Specializing in Furniture
Delivery Available • Great Customer Service

23,000 square feet of merchandise 
2 fl oors and a loft 

New merchandise delivered weekly. 

With over 50 dealers and consignors.

Coachman Antique Mall is one of the 
oldest and most established Antique Mall 

in Northwest Indiana. 
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music and live music on the 
mansion’s third fl oor.   

Planning for this year’s 
tour began back in the ear-
ly summer. There is always 
brainstorming led by Ceci-
lia and participated in by 
housekeeper Mary Kint-
zele, Ann Jankowski, Sarah 
Moon, Donna Allen — all of 
the employees. “The Spirit 
of Christmas” (Cecilia’s sug-
gestion) was selected for 
the 2014 Christmas tour.  
Each employee chose sev-
eral rooms to decorate. On 
the fi rst fl oor is the foyer, li-
brary, drawing room, dining 
room, kitchen, gift shop and 
back exit to the patio/gar-
den area. What a house! The 
circular, carpeted staircase 
leads the way to the second 

fl oor (mostly bedrooms and bathrooms) and the 
third fl oor, which has a massive ballroom with 
a piano and extra rooms. How many Christmas 
trees are there for National Honor Society mem-
bers to assemble so they can be decorated by the 
staff? I don’t know. 

But back to Cecilia. From her hospital bed, she 
carried on conversations with Mary about the prog-
ress of the decorating. She planned, as always, to 
be at the mansion to fi nalize the tour preparations.  
But her plan was not to be realized, because Cecilia 
Ann Zubler died early one November morning. Her 
loyal employees had to fi nish their tasks alone.

Cecilia, your family, fellow employees at the man-
sion and many others will certainly miss you in the 
days ahead. But if you look down, we know you’re 
happy to see that your life’s work at Barker Man-
sion is being carried out successfully. We’ll shiver 
if a little breeze whips our hair, as it often whipped 
yours. We admire you. We’ll think of you often when 
we drive by Barker Mansion.

And, please, relax and enjoy what you helped cre-
ate. You’ve earned it.

Was Cecilia Zubler a dedi-
cated person, one who put her 
all into everything?

Yes!
During her life, she had 

many roles. Let’s begin with 
her early years. With siblings 
and parents, she had a typical 
childhood. She was a student 
who got good grades. Her eyes 
and hair were brown. She was 
your friend.

She married Chester 
Zubler. They had two sons 
and half a dozen or so grand-
children. When her sons were 
younger, she was a Cub Scout 
leader. Many of us have “been 
there, done that.” Later, she 
graduated from college, be-
coming a teacher.  

When she lived in Michigan 
City, she fi rst worked at Bark-
er Mansion as a staff member, but then became 
executive director. When we spoke on various occa-
sions, she’d let her hair down about the responsibili-
ties and joys of her job. I wrote down what she was 
saying to practice my shorthand. “Oh,” she would 
say, apprehensively. “Don’t print that in The Beach-
er.” I would assure her of my discretion.

The guests were arriving, the weather looked 
cloudy (would the tea have to be moved inside if it 
rained or stormed?) — always problems for the per-
son in charge. And always, here was Cecilia, who 
had to make spur-of-the moment decisions. But 
things always turned out well, and the staff could 
relax for a bit.   

She was a friend of mine, even though we didn’t 
see one another often. When we got together, how-
ever, we spent a large part of the day at Barker 
Mansion. Every year, much happens. In 2014, alone, 
there were two teas. Also, there was a summer tour, 
a concert in the gardens and fi nally “The Spirit of 
Christmas” display. From the beginning of Decem-
ber through the middle of January, many people 
visit to see the holiday decorations, with recorded 

 A Tribute to Cecilia Ann Zubler: A Woman of Many Talents
by Jan Van Ausdal
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Experience The Grounds Guys® Difference

© 2012 The Grounds Guys, LLC   Independently owned and operated franchise

 | Michiana.GroundsGuys.com

Call for a FREE,
no obligation
estimate!

877.925.LAWN
5 2 9 6

877.373.LAWN

FALL CLEANUP

LEAF REMOVAL

SNOW PLOWING & SNOW SHOVELING
Commercial & Residential

INSTALLING & REPLACING RETAINING WALLS

It’s That Time Again. Let Us Take Over From Here!

“Christmas at The Acorn” Celebrates 10th Anniversary
by Andrew Tallackson

When “Christmas at 
The Acorn” debuted 10 
years ago, Robert Swan 
had no lofty ambitions 
of creating an annual 
event.

“My plan was just to 
throw a bunch of wonder-
ful opera singers on the 
stage, singing beautiful 
Christmas songs, and see 
if anyone would come,” 
Swan said, chuckling.

To his surprise, the au-
dience packed the place. 
So, during the perfor-
mance, Swan asked the crowd if they liked what 
they saw. Yes, they enthusiastically shouted back. 
Swan, smiling, boomed back, “OK, we’ll do it, but 
you have to show up.”

And show up, they have. This year marks the  10th 
anniversary of the holiday show presented by Harbor 
Country Opera. In 2013, it moved to the Performing 
Arts Center at New Buffalo High School. Doing so, 
according to Swan, helped secure an even larger 
following...but he missed the intimacy of The Acorn 
Theatre, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich.

Returning to The Acorn, particularly with 2014 
marking the show’s 10th anniversary, brings every-
thing full circle.

“It’s charming. It’s wonder-
ful,” Swan said of The Acorn. 
“It’s where we started, so it 
seemed appropriate to have 
the Christmas show there for 
our 10th anniversary.”

To celebrate the milestone, 
Swan has amassed a slate 
of talent familiar to “Christ-
mas at the Acorn” audiences. 
Joining him on stage will be 

Ramona Kim on harp, 
Nate Herman on guitar, 
Anatoliy Torchinskiy on 
piano, soprano Chris-
tine Steyer, bass Paul 
Geiger, baritone Warren 
Moulton, soprano Mar-
tha Cares, soprano Em-
manuella Lo and tenor 
John Concepcion.

The fi rst half of the 
program features be-
loved classics such as 
“O Holy Night,” “Joy to 
the World,” “Gesu Bam-
bino,” “Carol of the Bells” 

and “We Three Kings.” The second half embraces a 
lighter tone...and with plenty of laughs.

“After you see Paul (Geiger) do ‘You’re a Mean 
One, Mr. Grinch,’ well, only he can do it,” Swan said 
with a laugh.

Cares stirs up the audience with the crowd-pleas-
ing “Santa Baby,” while Swan will perform one of 
his favorites, “The Christmas Song.” Conception’s 
version of “I saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus,” 
Swan said, is particularly funny.

Lo, a local teen, will present a piece she wrote, 
“Night of Our Lives.”

Helping set the tone of the evening will be chest-
nuts actually roasting on an open fi re outside The 

Acorn, as well as chocolates 
prepared by Janet Musikan-
tow and treats from David’s 
Deli. Cares also will highlight 
her work involving rescue 
dogs and cats.

“The fi rst half (of the show) 
has as much beauty as we can 
cram into it,” Swan said. “The 
second half changes things 
up a bit. It’s a lot of fun.”

Martha Cares (left) and Bob Swan perform together during “Santa Baby.”

If You Go
“Christmas at The Acorn” is at 8 p.m. EST 
Saturday, Dec. 20, at The Acorn Theatre, 

107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets, which cost $25, are available at 

harborcountryopera.org or by calling (269) 
231-0027, or at acorntheater.com or by 

calling (269) 756-3879.
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sheila carlson

selling homes inc
219.874.1180
219.861.3702 cell

sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
licensed in IN/MI

wrap it up!

 best buy beach access
 2 bedroom, wood floors
 almost 1,200sf finished
 garage, great views
 Michiana Shores, IN
 $249,000
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One City One Sound
Michigan City Area Schools held its 

annual holiday concert, featuring more 
than 1,000 music students in grades 
six through 12, on Dec. 4 at Michigan 
City High School. Some of the photos 

are by Richard Warner.
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1026 N. Karwick Rd.
Michigan City, IN 46360

219-871-0001 Bonnie “B” Meyer
219.874.2000

Bonnie Meyer @ (219) 617-5947

1920 Spanish Colonial reincarnated on 80’ of 
Lakeshore Drive. Living room with wood burn-
ing hearth boasts 20’ vaulted barrel ceiling op-
posing wood floors. New kitchen with Bosch 5 
burner, pantry, SS and granite offers breakfast 
room and leads to formal dining room. 5 BRs 
& 2.5 BAs join main floor sun room. Storage, 
laundry & sauna finish basement. 

2001 Lakeshore Drive, Long Beach 

Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bath cottage 
includes Lake MI private Association Beach 
Rights. The two main floor bedrooms share 
a bath with whirlpool tub. Great room has 
light knotty pine for eating or relaxing. A 
private rear sunroom with vaulted ceilings. 
Upstairs provides a third bedroom and the 
downstairs is kids playroom and laundry. 

3319 LaSalle Trail, Duneland Beach 

Elevator to 4 floors including Penthouse. 
Lake Michigan views. Boardwalk to Lake 
Michigan beach. 6 bedrooms, 4 baths, 
balconies, screened gazebo, garage. 
Summer rental gross $70,000+. Single 
family Beachwalk Vacation Resort. 

1217 Lakeshore Drive, Long Beach 

$729,000 
$305,000  

$725,000   

Lake Michigan! Sandy shoreline to the North 
and plenty of parking street-side. Main floor 
BR and BA joins upper 4 BRs (2 with lake 
views) sharing 2 BAs. Main floor den converts 
to 6th BR. Living room w/ fireplace & dining 
room have lake views. Beach access second 
kitchen with dining, rec room, 4th bath, laun-
dry and storage complete lower level.

2002 Lakeshore Drive, Long Beach 

Lake views dune-top 1+ acre site, gardens, 
waterfall, pond, wooded privacy. Over 7,000 
sq ft, 6 BRs, 4 BAs, 3 fireplaces, 2 elevators, 
hot tub in spa house, 4 car garage, 2 wet 
bars, banquet-size kitchen, cherry-paneled 
dining room with Czechoslovakian 7’ cut 
crystal chandelier and English Amdega con-
servatory. Close to sandy Lake MI beach.

1806-A Ridgemoor Drive, Long Beach 

1951 solid brick 2 story home offers 4 BRs and 
4 BAs. Premier lakeside living with 2 story 
decks, gardens, patios and lakefront gazebo. 
Living areas include new kitchen, great din-
ing room, spacious living room and sunroom. 
Walk-out basement level offers recreation 
room with wet bar, laundry, bath and storage. 
2 car garage and parking for many! 

1528 Lakeshore Drive, Long Beach 

$1,499,000   
$895,000    

$1,395,000    

Lake MI Association Beach Rights! Hard-
wood opposes cathedral ceilings in living 
and dining. 3 bedrooms join 2 baths. Eat-
in kitchen, patio, fireplace in family room, 
main floor laundry, 2 car garage. Nice cor-
ner location located less than ½ mile to Lake 
Michigan!

202  Lindenwood Drive,  Shoreland Hills 

127 Shared acres – Short Sale! Eco-friendly 
modern farm house dowsed in sunlight. 
Two possibly three bedrooms, baths on 
both levels and loft with balcony for work or 
play. Dine-in kitchen, screened porch, great 
room with fireplace. 

24 Tryon Farm Lane, Michigan City 

Recent redesign & rebuild w/ lake view sits on a 
private dune top in Long Beach blessed w/ easy 
access to mile of sandy Lk MI shoreline. Over 
3,400 SF offers 6 BRs, 5 BAs, spacious recre-
ation room, quiet den. All finished w/ perfection 
including hrdwd, tile, top-of-the-line applianc-
es, state-of-the-art mechanicals indoors & out. 

2221 Lakeshore Drive, Long Beach 

$1,325,000    
$225,000     

$232,000      

FAST FORWARD TO SUMMER 2015 
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Shop Local for all of your Holiday Gifts! 
We have something for everyone and it is all on sale! 

 
Authentic Beach Glass Jewelry, 

 Tumbled by Mother Nature 20% off 
Artwork by Local Artists, Artisan Crafted 

Items & Nautical Décor 10% off 
 

  

Studio/Gift Shop Hours:  
Tuesday - Saturday 11 am – 5 pm   

Sunday 11pm – 4pm 
 

Studio/Gift Shop Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday 11 am - 5 pm

Sunday 11 am - 4 pm

Notre Dame Catholic Community 
invites you to join us
For Holiday Worship

DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve Family Mass @ 4:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass @ 10:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day Mass @ 9:30 a.m.

JANUARY 1
All City New Year’s Day Mass @ 9:00 a.m.

WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday @ 4:00 p.m. • Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.

Beth Lapaich
Fitness Trainer/Certifi ed Nutritionist

219-363-9493
Free consultation In-home training available

“Heritage Barns of Indiana”
The Midwest Museum of American Art is pres-

ents the next chapter of a project Fort Wayne artist 
Gwen Gutwein started in 2002.

“Heritage Barns of Indiana: An Artist’s Passion,”  
which runs through March 1, features 60 recent 
paintings created by the artist in her quest to cap-
ture two historic barn structures in all of Indiana’s 
92 counties. 

In 2011, the museum entered into a collaboration 
with the Fort Wayne Museum of Art to showcase 
Gutwein’s fi rst 50 barn paintings. Since then, she 
has completed the project  of 184 works and received 
statewide recognition.

The exhibit also serves to highlight recent legis-
lation that will help preserve barn structures older 
than 1950. The Indiana legislature passed House 
Bill 1046 put forth by Rep. Robert Cherry, Green-
fi eld, Ind., whereby a barn owner no longer will be 
taxed on the barn’s footprint. The legislation takes 
effect in 2015.

Gutwein and Carolyn Rahe of Bourbon, Ind.,  
have created the non-profi t Indiana Barns Foun-
dation, which will develop programs that educate 
a younger generation on the importance of historic 
barns. In addition, tours of barns are being devel-
oped so the general public can appreciate them. 

Gutwein’s style of realist painting is akin to an 
updated form of Regionalism with impressionistic 
tendencies.  

The museum, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart, is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 
1 to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. All times are East-
ern. Admission is $5 for adults and $4 for students. 
Family admission is $10 for three or more. Sunday 
is Free Family Admission Day.

Gwen 
Gutwein’s 
depiction of 
the Yoder 
Prough 
Round 
Barn in La 
Grange, Ind.
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4121 S. Franklin St.

219-874-2121
BEACH OFFICE

1026 N. Karwick Road

www.c21middleton.com
Rick Remijas

GRI, CRS
Cell 773-908-1969

rremijas@hotmail.com 

2001 Melrose Drive, Long Beach 
Santa can leave a key or use the keyless entry. The elves 
are leaving the furnishings and you can move right in. 
This home near Stop 20 beach has an open main floor 
plan, a lower level family room and three baths. The best 
part may be the 100’ site adjoining Nature Conservancy 
and Town dunes. Loads of parking, decks on both sides, 
plenty of room to play or enjoy an evening fire. Right 
across from Long Beach town park.

2919 Lakeshore Drive, Long Beach 
All I want for Christmas is privacy, spectacular views of 
Lake Michigan, EZ access to the best beach in Long 
Beach and 100’ of frontage on the hillside of Lakeshore 
Drive. Yikes, Virginia, that is quite a list...but Santa is lis-
tening and you’ve been a good girl. Take a look at this 
home high on the hill with drive and parking behind on 
Ridge Rd. and room to expand or divide the site. 

2813 Elbridge Way, Long Beach 
Santa already stopped here! He left a big package with 
three fireplaces, one in the master suite, which has his n’ 
her dressing sinks. On the way back to the chimney, he 
sprinkled the kitchen with granite, stainless appliances, 
a wine cooler and opened it all to the living and dining 
areas. He took most of the maintenance and left 4 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, just a few hundred feet from Stop 28. 

2502 Lakeshore Drive-Lakeside Lot, Long Beach 
This unique build site has 60’ of Lake Michigan beach 
frontage, with a nature conservancy to the west and a 
private beach club to the east. Enjoy the view and pri-
vacy. Two 60’ frontages that were built for spec nearby 
sold for an average of $2.2M in 2014. What are your plans 
for 2015? Ask Santa for a dune to build your brand new 
home.

$369,900  
$449,000  

$978,000   
$925,000   

PUT A BOW ON IT AND OPEN IN SUMMER!  
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Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

Christmas Magic Show
Magician Matt Kalita will present his La Porte 

County Sheriff ’s Offi ce Annual Children’s Christ-
mas Magic Show at 10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 20, at La 
Porte High School’s auditorium, 602 F St.

Doors open at 9:30 a.m. The show lasts about an 
hour, followed by a visit with Santa.

The cost is a free-will donation.

Miro Focus of Art Classes
Jennifer Martin is showcasing Joan Miro as the 

December artist in children’s classes at Chesterton 
Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.

The children are doing paintings and sculptures 
styled after Miro’s colorful, surrealist artwork. In 
January, the theme will be papier mache and in-
clude infl uences from Picasso’s animal sketches.  

Children 3-16 are welcome to participate. Visit 
www.chestertonart.com or call (219) 926-4711 for 
more information.

Indoor Flea Markets
New Troy Community Center, 13372 California 

Road, again will host its indoor fl ea markets the 
last two Saturdays of each month through March, 
with the next round set for 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. EST 
Saturday, Dec. 20 and 27.

Admission is free. Past markets included tools, 
housewares, antiques, photography, jewelry, crafts and 
books. The center also features the Homeroom Store, 
which sells used furniture, housewares and books.

Refreshments will be sold. Proceeds from space 
rentals and Homeroom sales benefi t the center, an 
all volunteer facility run by the non-profi t Friends 
of New Troy. Vendor spaces are still available at $10 
per table. Contact Janna at (773) 375-1514 or jan-
na@jannariley.com for information.

Dave’s at
Lakeside Inn

15251 Lakeshore Road, Lakeside, MI
(Between Union Pier and Sawyer, on the lake)

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Featuring a Five Course Fixed Price Dinner 

$75.00 per person
Live Music 8-12 (John Derado & Ronn Barany)

FULL BAR AVAILABLE 
Appetizer Selections

Giant Shrimp Cocktail or Asian skewers
Soup

Cheddar and Ale w/Dearborn Ham
Salad 

Baby Greens, Pecans, Dried Cherries, Blue Cheese
Entree Selections

Prime Rib, Lobster, Diver Scallops, or 
Crab Stuffed Salmon
Dessert Selections

Chocolate Mousse Cake, NY Style Cheesecake, 
Cherries Jubilee, or Bananas Foster

CHRISTMAS EVE BUFFET 
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED

269-469-4511
davesatlakesideinn.com

Book Signing
Local author and journalist 

David Hoppe will sign copies 
of his latest book, “Personal 
Indianapolis: Thirteen Years 
of Observing, Exhorting and 
Satirizing the Hoosier Capital,” 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 20, at Book Warehouse at 
Lighthouse Place. 

Hoppe, a former Michigan 
City Public Library assistant 

director, writes a weekly column for NUVO, the 
alternative news weekly in Indianapolis. He has 
received nine awards from the Indiana Society of 
Professional Journalists, and is the author of “Food 
For Thought: An Indiana Harvest,” about the bur-
geoning food scene here.

His essays have been included in the collections  
“Falling Toward Grace” and “Home Again.” His play, 
“After Paul McCartney,” has been produced at the 
Edinburgh International Fringe Festival in Scot-
land, Butler University and by the Indiana Reper-
tory Theatre. A second play, “Our Experiences Dur-
ing the First Days of Alligators,” has been produced 
by NoExit Performance in Indianapolis.

He lives in Long Beach with his wife, choreogra-
pher and movement teacher Melli Hoppe.
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827-1/2 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 861-0960
www.dparileproperties.com

2 MARINE DRIVE #1
1 Bed / 1 Bath
Renovated condo with boat slip
Easy access to the beach
$161,000
Call MIKE CONNER 312-735-2912

206 ADAHI TRAIL - MICHIANA SHORES
3 bdrm, 2 bath cottage on 7 wooded lots
Stuart Franzen designed gardens
Lovingly maintained & immaculate
Large screened porch
2 car garage
$529,000
Please contact RUDY CONNER 219-898-0708

110 KRUEGER ROAD
3 Beds / 2.5 Baths
Custom built home with higher finishes
Short walk to the beach
$359,000
Call MIKE CONNER (312) 735-2912

LONG BEACH LOT 296
Lake front lot and one of the premier build sites in 
Long Beach
50 ft build site with brand new sea wall installed
List Price $875,000
Call MICHAEL CONNER 312-735-2912

407 NORTHBROOK DRIVE
3 Beds / 2.5 Baths • 10’ ceilings in living room, 
fireplace & main floor master suite with whirlpool tub
Beautiful patio for outdoor dining with cedar beam 
screened gazebo List price $435,000
Call RUDY CONNER 219-898-0708 or
MIKE CONNER 312-735-2912

3811 MICHIANA DRIVE 
DRASTIC price reduction on this classic Michiana 
home. 3 blocks from Lake Michigan- just a 4 minute 
walk to the beach. Huge corner lot with fully 
landscaped grounds and mature trees.
$599,000
Call Mike Conner (312) 735-2912 or
Shannon Schutte (219) 877-4014

JUST SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT
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De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Family Still the Focus as Swingbelly’s Opens at New Location
by Andrew Tallackson

Swingbelly’s has been 
a fi xture along Lake 
Michigan’s shores for 
more than 30 years. 
Comfort food in a cozy 
setting, the secret to its 
success is its family ap-
proach. Servers have 
worked there for years. 
They know you, and 
they know what you like 
to eat, whether it be a 
hearty, juicy burger or 
generous helping of lake 
perch.

The restaurant has 
been with the Werner 
family since its inception 
in 1983. Nothing’s changed. Now, as it opens in a 
new location — the former Ye Olde Benny’s at 3101 
E. U.S. 12 — Mark Werner is still the owner, but his 
son, M.J., is the operations manager who one day 
will take over the business started by his grandfa-
ther, Gil.

“We’re keeping this in the family,” said M.J., just 
one day before the restaurant’s offi cial reopening 

to the public last week. 
“When the time comes, 
I will pass this down (to 
the next generation).”

Swingbelly’s debuted 
in 1983 on South Lake 
Avenue, or Stop 2 as lo-
cals know it. In 2002, 
it relocated to the his-
toric train building, 100 
Washington St., that 
overlooks Michigan 
City’s harbor.

For the past few years, 
M.J. said, the family has 
been considering a move 
to the former Ye Olde 
Benny’s site, awaiting the 

right opportunity. Now, they’ve converted the space 
into an establishment that not only preserves much 
of the menu residents and visitors adore, but also 
pays tribute to the community that has embraced it.

Upon entering the restaurant, a waiting area 
with tables and plush benches allows customers to 
view a collage of old copies of The Billows and Long 
Beacher, whose staff wrote about the Long Beach 
community for years. A large dining area is blan-
keted by pictures and posters celebrating Michigan 
City’s history. A third area, which contains a bar — 
Swingbelly’s now has a three-way license to serve 
beer, wine and liquor — takes on a Chicago feel, 
with a view that looks north toward the beach.

M.J., who turns 23 in February, says Swingbelly’s 
always has been part of his life. As a child, he helped 
stock napkins or stack chairs. As he grew older, he 
helped out in the kitchen.

Now, he’s ensuring that the legacy begun by his 
grandfather and cultivated by his father thrives.

“When I was 18, I knew I wanted to do this full 
time,” he said. “The chaos that I love about restau-
rants, everything, I knew I wanted to do it.”

Swingbelly’s is located in the former Ye Olde Benny’s at 3101 E. U.S. 12.

M.J. Werner stands in one of the dining areas at Swingbelly’s new location.
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Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Virtual Library
Westchester Public Library’s virtual library for 

kids from Overdrive has about 300 titles available.  
Overdrive is the library’s online collection of e-

books and audiobooks available for digital down-
load. Patrons who are township residents can check 
out and download e-books and audiobooks directly 
to devices. Originally available only to adults, the li-
brary expanded its offerings a while back to include 
young adult and juvenile titles. Depending on the 
title, books will be available in either e-book or au-
diobook format or both. 

Access Westchester Public Library for Kids by 
going to wpl.lib.overdrive.com, or visit the library’s 
homepage – wpl.lib.in.us – and click on the virtual 
library link. Click the button for the digital collec-
tion for kids and fi nd 270 e-books for pre-kindergar-
ten to grade 12, as well as 30 audiobooks.

Check out up to 10 books at a time for a week or two 
for listening or reading. The book fi les become unplay-
able after the load period expires, so there are no late 
fees. A WPL library card is required for checkout, and 
the library account must be in good standing.

Call the Audio-Visual Department at (219) 916-
7696, Ext. 1118, for more information.

Since 1950

1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com
Can’t find that perfect gift?? ★★ Gift Certificates Available ★★

SHUTTER SALE
Plantation, Arches, Doors

Traditional Café and By Pass Panels
NOW 20% OFF

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair

www.MichianaMechanical.com

SERVICE REPAIR

Not valid on prior service or with other offers. Offer good at Michiana Mechanical.

$25 OFF
repairs that are $50.00 or over. 

Excludes Diagnostic Fee.

Is Your Furnace Winter-Ready?

219-874-2454
800-789-2210

With colder temperatures approaching, it 

pays to have your heating system checked 

during the fall before temperatures plunge. 

The last thing you want is to be caught 

unprepared with a furnace that doesn’t 

function properly. A pre-season tune-up 

can help determine the condition of your 

furnace after it’s been idle all summer and 

alert you to any potential repairs.

Offer good through 12/31/2014. Offer excludes hot water or steam boiler systems, Not valid with other offers or on 
prior service. Please present coupon at time of service

 $79 Tune Up with 
FREE Carbon Monoxide Testing

of the air in your home 

A
$149
Value
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Before the offi cial lighting 
of Washington Park’s 
holiday decorations 

commenced Dec. 6, a 
parade marched past the 
Senior Center and into 

Fedder’s Alley. Horse and 
wagon rides, along with 
refreshments, were part 

of the festivities.
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418 Franklin Square Hrs: Friday 11-6                                                
Michigan City, IN 46360 Saturday 10-5                                                                                                                                
219-210-3298 Sunday 11-4                                                                                          
shop@darlingmc.com DarlingMC.com        

 

Need something for your “Darling”? 
Let us help make you a star and you will 

save 20%!!!
Now that’s something to be Merry about!

What’s Cooking
by Jim LaRocco

What
by

Sitting at my desk, writing my last Beacher col-
umn for 2014, got me thinking about how busy this 
year has been.

My wife, Sue, and I are getting ready to start our 
third year on radio station WIMS AM 1420  with 
our “Miscellany” show on Sunday nights. I fi lled in 
the afternoon shift at WHFB 1060 AM from Sep-
tember through October. My third season ended as 
the play-by-play announcer on WIMS for The Dune-
land Conference Football Game of the Week.

I was thinking back to how I got started here at 
The Beacher. Never in my wildest imagination did I 
think I would be writing for a paper, but thanks to 
Tom Montgomery, Janet Baines and Drew Tallack-
son, it happened. I suppose I should give the food 
posts I made on facebook  and those who liked them 
some props, too.

The end of another year means one thing to the 
LaRocco family: a Marx Brothers movie marathon 
on New Year’s Eve. This tradition started years ago 
when my son, Jim, was around 8. TNT used to run 
Marx Brothers movies all night long. Now, I have 
them all on DVD and we have our own marathon.

The Marx Brothers are timeless, and I am for-
tunate enough to have a wife who thinks they are 
hilarious. Everyone has their favorite movies and 
scenes and can recite them word for word. 

What is a New Year’s Eve party without food?  
I usually make what I call my Sicilian Sliders, a 
homemade Italian Sausage sandwich topped with 
some sauce, fresh mozzarella and a basil leaf on a 
mini ciabatta roll. 

We always have some pasta on New Year’s Eve, 
so I usually plate three Sicilian Sliders with a side 
of angel hair pasta.

Sometime, we have mini canollis for dessert. Sue’s 
favorite are the toffee crunch ones. Other times, Sue 
will make some of her great brownies: chocolate, 
lemon or orange. I top them with homemade vanilla 
bean or the corresponding sherbet.

My son and grandkids like the special punch I 
make for them. Jim remembers it from when my 
mother made it for all the kids at holiday time. It 
is a simple mixture of 50/50 or Squirt, Canada Dry 
ginger ale, orange juice and orange sherbet. I pour 
some orange juice in a Jell-O mold, freeze it and 
place it in the punch bowl.

There are plenty of snacks, cheeses, crackers and 
some homemade carmel corn to get us through the 
rest of the year.

To make the Sicilian Sliders, take two ounces of 
Italian sausage and press into a patty. I usually 
bake them, but you can fry them in a pan. Figure 
out how much sausage you need for your party.

I grill the ciabatta rolls and place the slider on it, 
add some marinara sauce on the top, with a slice of 
fresh mozzarella and a fresh basil leaf.

At midnight, a Sicilian tradition: You eat a piece 
of sausage and it is supposed to bring you luck in 
the new year.

A kiss from my lovely wife tops off the evening. 
Here’s hoping your 2015 is the best year ever.
Until next year, enjoy.

Contact Jim LaRocco at jim@jimlarocco.com

Sicilian Sliders
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912 Franklin, Michigan City           (219) 879-2115

Open Tuesday - Friday 9 to 5, Saturday 10 to 4

framer@sbcglobal.net

a 
y 
r

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year 

from all of us at 
The Framing Station.

The Framing Station 

WHY NOT GIVE A GIFT OF ART
THIS CHRISTMAS?
 Original Landscapes
 Paintings & Prints
 by
 Wendy Wilcox Kermen

ALSO~
The NEW

WASHINGTON PARK
ZOO PRINT

All at
The Framing Station

912 Franklin St., Michigan City
Open Tues.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 10-4

(219) 879-2115
framer@sbcglobal.net
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

Fernwood Botanical Garden
The following programs are available at Fern-

wood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988 
Range Line Road, Niles, Mich.:

• Niles Area Christmas Bird Count on Sat-
urday, Dec. 20.

Contact Wendy Jones at Fernwood about how to 
participate in the 52nd Annual Niles Area Christ-
mas Bird Count.

• Family holiday activities Saturday and 
Sunday, Dec. 20-21.

View the holiday train exhibit, complete with 
landmark buildings made of natural materials, in 
the Fern Conservatory.

Children can make a holiday craft from 1 to 4 p.m. 
both days. Storyteller Miss Cindy will share Christ-
mas stories from 1 to 2 p.m. Cocoa will be available 
for purchase from 1 to 4 p.m. All times are Eastern, 
and events are free with paid Fernwood admission.

• Dave Baker exhibit, “Sentinels,” through 
Sunday, Jan. 25, in Fernwood’s gallery.

The show by the St. Joseph, Mich., artist features 
27 works in watercolor, charcoal and oil.

 Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotan-
ical.org for more information.

PNC Chancellor Book Signing
Purdue University-North Central Chancellor Jim 

Dworkin will host a signing of his children’s book, 
“The Dog and The Dolphin,” from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 18.

Books will be available for purchase in the lower 
level of the Library-Student-Faculty Building, just 
outside the PNC Campus Shop. Light refreshments 
will be served. Dworkin also will sign previously 
purchased books.

A portion of the proceeds from book sales goes to-
ward programs and scholarships in the PNC Early 
Childhood Education program.

MQT Freshmen in Indiana Elite

Marquette Catholic High School announced four 
freshman Lady Blazers have been selected to par-
ticipate in the Fourth Annual Indiana Elite North 
vs. South All-Star Girls Basketball Event.

One of the Midwest’s largest all-star events, 
it’s set for March 14 at Lebanon High School. The 
students are: Stacey Barron, Michaela Jennings, 
Mackenzie Marovich and Lauren McConnell.

According to www.maxpreps.com, the four stu-
dent athletes also are listed in the top 25 scorers 
in the state in Class 1A: No. 5 — Barron, No. 12  
— Marovich,  No. 19 — McConnell, and  No. 21 — 
Jennings.

Pictured in the back row are Stacey Barron (left) and Mackenzie Marovich. 
The front row is Lauren McConnell (left) and Michaela Jennings.
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

900 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, MI 
FR•SA•SU•MO Noon-5 (MI) Or By Appt. 269-469-2742

Sale does not include lamp repair, lamp parts & bulbs

SAMPLE 100% KONA COFFEE
TAKE A BAG HOME

Just Arrived, Freshly Roasted, Organic Farm

25% OFFNEW IN STOCK

LAMPSHADES
Please bring LAMPS to be shaded

NO LAMP - only 10% OFF!

GIVING THANKS 
SALE! (thru December 24th)

10% to 25% OFF STOREWIDE

WEEKLY  GIVEAWAYS
Details in Store

$250 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
GRAND PRIZE

20% OFFNEW LAMPS
including TIFFANY STYLE, 

NITE LIGHTS, 
 FINIALS & FAN PULLS

10% OFFSILVER JEWELRY
GLASSWARE & GIFT ITEMS

VINTAGE LAMPS

Celebrates 25 Years 
with a 

10% OFF
JEWELRY/BARRETTES

CRYSTAL PAPERWEIGHTS
HAWAIIAN PETROGYPH 

ITEMS 
Tee Shirts - Keychains

KANI OF HAWAII POTTERY 
Tiles - Mugs - Vases - Plates

HAWAI'I ISLAND ART & CRAFTS

Foundation Teams Up With Unity
The Tanber-Blair Golf Scholarship Foundation 

Inc. is teaming up with Unity Foundation of La 
Porte County. 

Tanber-Blair was created by a group of avid golf-
ers in 2001 to honor Larry Tanber and the late Bob 
Blair. Over the years, successful golf events were 
held, raising funds for college scholarships to high 
school golfers. Proceeds recently were transferred 
to the Unity Foundation and recognized during a 
small gathering at Larry and Gwen Tanber’s home.

The Unity 
Foundation will 
take over man-
aging the invest-
ments and ac-
counting, as well 
as overseeing the 
scholarship selec-
tion process.

Tanber is an 
amateur golfer 
who spent most of 
his life promoting 
and playing golf 

with many of the great names in amateur and pro-
fessional ranks. He also introduced and mentored 
many young people, several of whom were or are ac-
tive in the PGA. He grew up in Michigan City and, 
except for his military service, has lived here his 
entire life. He won 16 county championships and 14 
Michigan City championships, as well as the Indi-
ana Amateur championship in 1965. 

Blair lost his battle with cancer on Sept. 16, 2001.  
He served as sheriff and as a child-abuse investi-
gator, instituting anti-drug and gang education in 
area schools. One of his last requests was for the 
continued support of the newly created scholarship 
fund. His son, Mat, coaches women’s golf at Val-
paraiso University and has supported the Tanber-
Blair Scholarship Fund since its inception. 

High school seniors graduating from a La Porte 
County school who played on a high school golf 
team for all four years are eligible to apply. Appli-
cations are available at www.ufl c.net. Donations to 
the fund may be tax deductible and made online on 
Unity’s website, or by sending a check to P.O. Box 
527, Michigan City, IN 46361. 

Unity Foundation President Maggi Spartz (from 
left) thanks Larry Tanber and Mat Blair for their 
dedication to supporting young golfers through 

the Tanber-Blair Golf Scholarship Fund.
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Northwest Indiana Green Drinks
“Water, Water, Everywhere: Partnerships and 

Quality!” is the topic of the next Northwest Indiana 
Green Drinks in Michigan City meeting, which is at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18, at Shoreline Brewery, 
208 Wabash St.

The speaker is Natalie Johnson, ambassador to 
the Northwest Indiana Urban Waters Partnership 
housed at Purdue University-Calumet. Her role is 
to coordinate federal, state and community partner-
ships while engaging college students in regional 
water quality, quantity and access efforts.

During her program, Johnson will provide a snap-
shot of Northwest Indiana’s waters, and discuss ef-
forts across the region to improve impaired waters 
and generate community appreciation.

Northwest Indiana Green Drinks in Michigan 
City meetings are supported by 219 GreenConnect 
and sponsored by Save the Dunes. The suggested 
donation is $5, or $2 for students. Call (219) 874-
4076 for more information.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered through Indi-

ana Dunes State Park:
Saturday, Dec. 20
• 10 a.m. — Winter Snakes Alive.
Meet at the Nature Center auditorium to learn 

more about “resident snakes.” The program is suit-
able even for those uncomfortable around snakes.

• 2 p.m. — Holiday Nature Crafts.
Meet in the Nature Center for a holiday themed 

nature craft while watching birds in the bird room.
Sunday, Dec. 21
• 9:30 a.m. — Feed the Birds.
Meet a naturalist outside the Nature Center for 

the daily feeding. Get close views of chickadees, car-
dinals and woodpeckers.

• 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. — Holiday Wire Wrap-
ping Jewelry Workshops.

Register for one of two 90-minute workshops to 
make beach glass or stone jewelry. Space is limited 
for the workshops held in the Nature Center Audi-
torium. The cost is a $5 per person workshop fee. 
Register by calling (219) 926-1390.

Wednesday, Dec. 24
The Nature Center closes at 2 p.m.
• 10 a.m. — Seventh Annual Christmas Eve 

Shopping Stroll.
Join a guest naturalist for the traditional Christ-

mas Eve one-hour stroll through the dune forests. 
The trek culminates with a warm fi re, hot cocoa and 
other holiday snacks in the Wilson Shelter. Meet at 
the Nature Center.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

HEALTH &  
WELLNESS  
RIGHT IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD! 
We offer personal training and  
group exercise classes including 
Yoga, Pilates,  
and more!  
 

Stop in for a  
visit today! 
 

 

La Porte County Family YMCA 
La Porte Branch Long Beach Branch 
901 Michigan Ave 2501 Oriole Trail  
La Porte, IN 46350 Long Beach, IN 46360 
(219) 325-9622 (219) 879-1395 www.lpymca.org 
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Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are through Indiana 

Dunes National Lakeshore:
• Save the Tunes Council performs from 

7:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19, at Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center.

The group preserves folk songs using a variety 
of musical instruments, including guitar, autoharp, 
dulcimer, banjo, harmonica, bagpipe, penny whis-
tle, hurdy gurdy and other obscure instruments.

• The free Junior Ranger Program from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at Indiana Dunes Visitor 
Center and Paul H. Douglas Center.

A variety of Junior Ranger programs exist, from 
a short Beachcombers Activity Page to an extensive 
Junior Rangers Booklet. Complete a program and 
earn a prize. Stop by the Visitor Center or Douglas 
Center to pick up a free program booklet.

• “Park in Focus” from 1 to 3 p.m. every Sat-
urday at the Paul H. Douglas Center.

Park staff will host special programs focusing on 
park resources, hot topics in research, new environ-
mental fi lms or guest speakers.

• “Kid’s Rule” from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday at the 
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.

Join a ranger in the Visitor Center’s activity room 
for stories and activities. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street 
north of U.S. 12 in the Miller Beach neighborhood 
of Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Brauer Museum Closed
The Brauer Museum of Art will be closed through 

Jan. 4 for Valparaiso University’s holiday break.

Swanson Center Unveils New Home
Swanson Center held a ribbon cutting and open 

house Dec. 3 that showcased its new facility at 7224 
W. County Road 400 North.

Swanson Center has been a fi xture in the Mar-
quette Mall offi ce building, 450 St. John Road, since 
1978, where it occupied multiple fl oors and provid-
ed mental health and substance-abuse treatment 
services to La Porte County residents.

The new 20,000 square-foot facility just off John-
son Road has newly renovated offi ces and a fl oor 
plan designed to meet the needs of a modern com-
munity mental health center.

Client services making the move are Adult Long-
Term Care, Assertive Community Treatment, Child 
and Adolescent Services, Community Support Ser-
vices, Michigan City Outpatient Services, Passages 
Addictions Services and Psychiatric Services. New 
will be the inclusion of Primary Care for clients.

Swanson Center will continue to provide outpa-
tient services at its La Porte location on Indiana 2. 
Visit www.SwansonCenter.org for more information.

Participating in the ribbon-cutting ceremony were Michigan City Mayor 
Ron Meer (from left), IN Council CEO Matt Brooks, Swanson Center CEO  

Matthew Burden, Swanson Center Board President Shaw Friedman, 
John Wernert, Family and Social Services Administration secretary, and 
Kevin Moore, Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services director.
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Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area:
December 18 — Northwest Indiana Green 

Drinks in Michigan City meeting, 6:30 p.m., Shore-
line Brewery, 208 Wabash St. Suggested donation: 
$5/$2 for students. Info: (219) 874-4076.

December 18 — Jim Dworkin book signing, 
“The Dog and The Dolphin,” 1-2:30 p.m., lower level 
of Purdue University-North Central LSF Building.

December 19 — Metamorphis Traveling The-
atre, “Christmas Revels,” Barker Hall at Trinity 
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Hors d’oeuvres/6:30 
p.m., show/7:30 p.m. Advance online tickets: 
adults/$15, children 10 & younger/$5, @ barkerhall.
com. At door: $20/adults, children/$10.

December 19 — Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indi-
ana 49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882.

December 19-22 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm 
St., Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Whiplash.” 
Rated R. Times: 6 p.m. Fri.-Mon. Also: “Rosewater.” 
Rated R. Times: 9 p.m. Fri., 3 & 9 p.m. Sat. and 3 
p.m. Sun. All times Eastern. Info: vickerstheatre.com

December 20 — Book signing by local author/
journalist David Hoppe, 1-3 p.m., Book Warehouse 
at Lighthouse Place.

December 20 — La Porte County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
Annual Children’s Christmas Magic Show, 10 a.m., 
La Porte High School’s auditorium, 602 F St. Cost: 
free-will donation.

December 20 —  Saturday Movies at Hageman, 
“Grumpy Cat’s Worst Christmas Ever,” 2 p.m., 
Hageman Library, 100 Francis St., Porter.

December 20 — “Christmas at The Acorn,” 8 p.m. 
EST, The Acorn Theatre, 107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25. Reservations: har-
borcountryopera.org, (269) 231-0027, acorntheater.
com, (269) 756-3879.

December 20 — Taltree Holiday Express, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., Taltree Arboretum & Gardens, 450 W. 
County Road 100 North, Valparaiso. Cost: $15 for 
child & adult. Info: Taltree.org, (219) 462-0025.

December 20-21 — Handel’s “Messiah,” First 
Presbyterian Church, 121 W. Ninth St. Times: Dec. 
20/9 a.m.-noon, Dec. 21/3 p.m. Reservations: (219) 
879-4501.

December 21 — Holiday Classics with Stephen 
Kowalczyk, 2 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

December 24 — Seventh Annual Christmas Eve 
Shopping Stroll, 10 a.m., Nature Center at Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East 
(the north end of Indiana 49), Chesterton. Info: 
(219) 926-1390.

Farther Afi eld:
December 20 and 27 — Free indoor fl ea mar-

kets, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. EST, New Troy (Mich.) Commu-
nity Center, 13372 California Road. Info: Janna @ 
(773) 375-1514 or janna@jannariley.com

421 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN
www.genins.com

Miki Young
Personal Lines Agent

miki@genins.com
(219) 809-2227

Coverage for your 
most precious assets

AUTO |  HOME |  BUSINESS |  L IFE  |  HEALTH

Everyone is Flocking
to the NEW

SWINGBELLY’S

Swingbellys.org

3101 E. U.S. 12 • Michigan City, IN
Just East of Karwick Rd
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219-879-8580 ph  
1411 S. Woodland Ave., Ste. B 219-229-3254 cell
Michigan City, IN 46360 anewfocus@hotmail.com

Joseph F. Gazarkiewicz, 
Psy.D.HSPP

Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Jerry Montgomery, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your local resource, providing Mental Health Services 
for Adults, Couples, Adolescents and Children

Brendan Heintz
BHeintz122@gmail.com
(219) 814-4187 (offi ce)

(708) 212-8829 cell
        Check us out on Facebook

HEINTZ 
PHOTOGRAPHY

Inquire with us about Christmas photo specials

 POSH!POSH!
Upscale Consignment Boutique
 109 N. Barton Street
 New Buffalo, MI 49117
 (Located across from Brewster’s Cafe) 

 269-469-0505

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY, 12-5PM

             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com

Your Good Clothes Deserve POSH!POSH!
Skip the mall and come to POSH! POSH! 

for one-of-a-kind shopping!

Holiday Gifts and Gift Certifi cates.Holiday Gifts and Gift Certifi cates. 

Christmas Week Hours:Christmas Week Hours: 

OPENOPEN Sun-Tues, Dec 21-23, 12-5pm; 

CLOSEDCLOSED Wed-Thurs, Dec 24-25.  

We wish you a Merry Christmas!We wish you a Merry Christmas!

Taking winter consignments: 
please call for appointment.

Come See Us!

In Memoriam
Editor’s note — Beacher correspondent Jan Van 

Ausdal contributed to this obituary.
Irene A. Turley, 91, New Buffalo, Mich., passed 

away Friday, Nov. 28, 2014, at Hanson Hospice Cen-
ter, Stevensville, Mich. Sommerfeld Chapel, New 
Buffalo, handled the arrangements. 

She was born Oct. 19, 1923, in Michigan City  to 
Peter and Joanna (Dudeck) Gorski. On May 17, 
1947, in Otis, she married Theodore Henry (“Ted”) 
Turley.  He preceded her in death on July 25, 2009. 
From 1958 to 1998, they owned and operated Tur-
ley’s Sunoco Service Station in New Buffalo.

Irene was a member of St. Mary of the Lake 
Church, where she was very active in the Rosary 
and Altar Society.

She is survived by her children, Leonard (Paula) 
Turley, Dyer, Ind., and Monica (Rodney Van Ausdal) 
Garrison, Hinsdale, Ill.,  and grandson, Joshua Lorig, 
Falls Church, Va. Her parents, Peter and Joanna 
Gorski, her husband, Ted, and three brothers, Alvin, 
Ralph and Edward Gorski, preceded her in death. 

The Mass of Christian burial was celebrated 
Dec. 4 at St. Mary of the Lake Church in New Buf-
falo, with the Rev. Dan Hyman offi ciating. Burial 
followed at Pine Grove Cemetery in New Buffalo. 
Flowers were displayed at Sommerfeld Chapel. Me-
morial contributions can be made to the Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure (breast cancer).  

Friends and neighbors posted many messages of 
sympathy to the family. Included were thoughts of 
what a wonderful, sweet lady Irene was, how she 
was so friendly and had a smile for everyone. Also 
mentioned were memories of Ted, who was always 
willing to help people out, and whose eyes twinkled 
when he smiled. The Turleys celebrated their 61st 
wedding anniversary on May 17, 2009, having re-
newed their vows at St. Mary of the Lake Church 
in New Buffalo. A celebratory dinner followed at the 
former Beechwood Inn, New Buffalo. 

I consider myself lucky to be among the friends 
and family who helped Irene and Ted celebrate the 
joyous occasions of their lives. We ate many meals 
together, followed by dessert and conversation in our 
homes. I often brought Irene a copy of The Beacher, 
which she looked forward to each week. 

Irene and Ted —you will be remembered in the 
days and years to follow!
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Your

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available through 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Holiday Classics with Stephen Kowalczyk 

at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21.
Kowalczyk, who has played throughout the U.S. 

and Europe, will perform classical accordion music 
with a holiday classics theme.

• Craft for Kids: Happy Holiday Surprise at 
10 a.m. Monday, Dec. 22.

Make a holiday “cracker” fi lled with surprises. All 
materials are provided. Children must be present to 
receive craft materials. The program is appropriate 
for children 5-12 accompanied by an adult.

• American Red Cross bloodmobile from 
12:30 to 4:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 26.

Walk-ins are welcome. Call the local chapter at 
(219) 874-4247 for more information.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

Tri-State Alliance Event
Indiana Michigan Illinois Tri-State Alliance will 

have its fi rst awards celebration service and dinner 
at 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19, at New Covenant Out-
reach Ministries, 419 Grant Ave., Michigan City.

The public is invited. Call (219) 210-6774 or (219) 
879-0367 for more information.
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Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

27 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

1 Block North of U.S. 12 on Karwick Road
1 Courts Boulevard

Michigan City, Indiana

CALL 
(219) 879-3366

www.courts-by-long-beach.com

PREFERRED
APARTMENTS

Michigan City Dental, P.C.
4212 E. Michigan Boulevard | Michigan City, IN 46360

Dr. Shane Harmon & Dr. Faye Stokes

Call 219-874-7224
Now offering evening hours & same day emergency appointments.

Ancient Art Focus of Class
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St., will of-

fer a two-day children’s class focused on the ancient 
art of Egypt, Greece, Rome and Medieval Europe. 

Designed for children in kindergarten through 
fi fth grade, the class will meet from 1 to 3 p.m. Mon-
day and Tuesday, Dec. 29-30. Students will create 
two-dimensional mixed-media works while learning 
historical information. They also will learn drawing 
techniques to enhance their work.

If students have an art box, they are encouraged 
to bring it. Otherwise, supplies will be provided. 
The cost is $30, with a $5 discount for members. 
Call the center at (219) 926-4711 to register. Visit 
www.chestertonart.com for more information.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available through 

Westchester Public Library:
• NorthShore Health Center blood pressure 

screening free to walk-in patrons from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17, in the Bertha 
Wood meeting room at Thomas Library, 200 W. 
Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Blood pressure screenings will be offered the 
third Wednesday of each month.

• Saturday Movies at Hageman, “Grumpy 
Cat’s Worst Christmas Ever,” 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 20, Hageman Library, 100 Francis St., 
Porter.  

Free popcorn will be available during the movie.
• A mother-daughter tea at 2 p.m. Monday, 

Dec. 29, at Hageman Library.
Register for the event, aimed at girls in kindergar-

ten through third grade, by calling (219) 926-9080.
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HORIZON
AWNING

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades

Canvas Repairs

Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329
800-513-2940

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

$250 Off Extra Large 
Pizza

$200 Off Large Pizza
$150 Off Medium Pizza

$100 Off Small Pizza
Not Good With Any Other Offer

FAMILY SPECIAL
Large 1 Topping Pizza

Breadsticks
2 liter Pop

$2199
+ Tax

Not Good With Any Other Offer

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY
DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

LUNCH BUFFET 11 AM-2 PM MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

Sunday Noon- 10 pm • M-Th 11 am-10 pm • F-S 11-12 Midnight

5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffi ng
1-888-327-1010 • 1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN • 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

NEW LOCATIONSAME GREAT SERVICES!

Art Center Names Executive Director
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 

101 W. Second St., has named Eri-
ka Hanner, most recently director 
of convergent programs at Chi-
cago’s Museum of Contemporary 
Art, as its new executive director.

Hanner has more than 20 years 
managing program initiatives, 
including curatorial, education 

and performance, as well as the library and archive 
at MCA. She started her new position Dec. 15.

Hanner succeeds Carolyn Saxton, who led LCA for 
eight years through a major growth period, spear-
heading several signifi cant community initiatives 
that promote and/or support arts and culture with-
in Michigan City. During her tenure, attendance 
at the annual Lakefront Art Festival increased to 
more than 5,000. She also helped expand LCA’s an-
nual reach to 25,000 people.

“We are thrilled to have someone who brings a 
strong museum background and is also familiar 
with our immediate service area as a resident of 
Northwest Indiana,” Lubeznik Center board presi-
dent Rachel Saxon said.  

At the MCA, Hanner most notably was project 
director for “David Bowie Is,” its most ambitious 
exhibit to date and runs through Jan. 4. She also 
oversaw the MCA Library and Archive, raising its 
profi le internally and externally.

In her role as MCA’s Beatrice C. Mayer director of 
education, she was responsible for all aspects of its 
education program activities, including school pro-
grams, family programs, docents, lectures, classes 
and teacher programs.

She earned a Master of Business Administration 
from Loyola University School of Business-Chicago 
and a bachelor of arts in art history from Loyola 
University-Chicago. She lives in Porter.

“The LCA is well-positioned to grow meaningfully 
in its fourth decade to become even more of a leader 
and cultural partner in Michigan City,” she said. “I 
am excited to be a part of that.”
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Holiday Tea
The British custom of afternoon tea will be cel-

ebrated from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20, 
at Barker Hall at Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 
Franklin Square.

Held in the Gothic-style Great Hall, the table will 
be laid with bite-size sandwiches, holiday scones 
topped with Devonshire clotted cream and jam and 
traditional cakes, pastries and chocolates. English-
style tea with cream, and the Russian-style tea with 
lemon and sugar, will be served on the Barker Hall 
monogrammed china. Hot punch also will be served.

The hall is a 3,600 square-foot oak paneled room, 
lit by 15-foot tall leaded glass windows and 4 foot 
wide chandeliers. Entering the lobby, visitors will 
see the 15-foot tall Christmas tree. Upstairs in the 
Great Hall will be trees, garlands and wreaths, holi-
day lights and music. Entertainment will be provid-
ed on the Barker Hall Baldwin grand piano.

Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children 12 and 
younger and free for children 6 and younger.

Children’s Ornament Workshops
Youth ages 5 to 14 can create ornaments using a 

range of techniques through workshops from 1 to 4 
p.m. Saturday through Monday, Dec. 20-22, at Art 
Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, 
Valparaiso.

Glass and wooden shapes will be decorated with 
paint, glitter, feathers, sequins and other decorations. 

The $36 fee includes all supplies and snacks. Call 
(219) 462-9009 or visit www.artbarnin.com for ad-
ditional information.

Your Best Stop for Everything to Rent

Equipment & Party Rentals 
for Contractors and 
Do-It-Yourselfers

Also Your Best Source for Propane

628 Longwood Drive • Michigan City, IN 
219.814.4251 

www.grandrentalmc.com

QUALITY CARPET CARE
 SINCE 2003

WINDOW CLEANING & POWER WASHING
Air Duct Cleaning  • Upholstery Cleaning • Oriental Rug Cleaning

219-608-3145 2501 Oriole Trail, Long Beach, IN 46360

GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711

Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza”  • Michigan City, IN 46360 • “Open 7 Days”                        

219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax  • email: dunelandhome@gmail.com      

First Half Results
First Place – Pin-ette (Tina Sonderby, Kathie 

Mole and Ann Klosinski).
Second Place – Bowling Goddesses (Tammy 

Nelmar, Margie Midkiff and Dottie Brinkman).
Third Place – Wine-ettes (Linda Neulieb, Carrie 

Alexander and Sue Labovitz).
Most Improved Bowlers

Nancy Klausner, June Salmon, Ellie Parkerson.
High Individual Game

Tammy Vouri, Pam Dwight, Margie Midkiff.
High Individual Series

Barb McCorkel, Susan O’Conor, Pam Dwight

Bowling resumes Jan. 6. New bowlers — individ-
uals or teams of three — meet at 12:30 p.m. Tues-
days. Contact Ed at City Lanes at (219) 872-9930 if 
interested. Happy Holidays!

Construction | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Jim Kypuros  
NMLS #188255  
C: 708.205.0417 

laportesavingsbank.com

Located Nine Blocks West of Franklin Street
at the Corner of 10th and Huron, Michigan City

Open Thursday thru Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(219) 814-4985 • www.laportehabitat.org 

Shop
Donate

Volunteer

Experience the
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $7.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $5.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

FRIDAY - NOON - PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
ALTERATIONS PLUS. Clothing alterations.

516 Wabash St., Michigan City. 219-874-0086.
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
Dudek Professional Alterations. Men and women’s garments.

We replace most zippers. Over 30 years experience. 
Call 874-4522/(219) 221-3099.

 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners and lessons
for all ages. Call  219-872-1217.

The holidays can be stressful! Need help decorating your home or 
business, a dog walker so you can shop a little longer? Need your 

home checked through winter months?
Long Beach Cottage Services at (219) 809-8577.

FIREWOOD: SEASONED, DELIVERED, STACKED.
Fall special: $110.  Call (269) 756-3547.

Also, Kennedy coin collection, $200. Call (269) 756-3547.
Jeff’s Lawn Cutting & Maintenance. Snow removal.
Will beat any written estimate. Call (219) 872-7622.

Seasoned all-oak firewood.
Call (269) 985-3305

PEGGY’S DOG WALKER/SITTER SERVICE
(219) 229-8914 References available.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured

Call us at 219-877-8956 • 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 
Or visit www.visitingangels.com

IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1
JUST LIKE HOME

We provide assisted living in our homes. We are a private home 
w/4 residents to a home. Live-in Care $1,800/mo.

Adult Day Care (10 am-4 pm) at $40/day
For more information, call Sue 219-874-4891.

Caring, knowledgeable caregiver is available full or part time. Call 
Helga after 5 p.m. at (219) 221-3450.

CAREGIVER. Private in-home care. Specializing in
dementia/Alzheimer’s. Assist with daily living tasks, meal prep.

 Above all, companionship for the heart and soul.
Excellent references. Trish Harris. 219-221-5691.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

SUZANNE’S CLEANING
219/326-5578.

 CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
17 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 219-617-
7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

MAID BY THE LAKE. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - e-mail maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837. 
QUALITY CARPET CARE. Since 2003. 

Air Duct Cleaning • Upholstery Cleaning • Oriental Rug Cleaning.
219-608-3145. 2501 Oriole Trail, Long Beach, IN 46360

TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 
Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650. 

HOUSEKEEPER, cleaning, laundry, cooking, run errands, gardening. 
Also, experienced caregiver. References. Call Mary 219-325-9504.

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. 
Excellent references, reasonable rates. Call 269-469-4624.

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 7 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.

Also: doors, windows, skylights, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs.
Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.

•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 
24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured

Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
BILL SMART – Skilled Handyman • Carpenter • Electrician 

Plumber • Painting and Tile. Call (269) 469-4407
or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com

HOME MATTERS INC. 
 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
A-PLUS, INC. 

Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 
We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 

Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 
No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free 

quote. Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior •Wallpaper removal. Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 15 yrs. 219-861-7339.
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A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
JOSEPH PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Power Washing. Drywall Repairs. 

Wallpaper Removal. Insured/Bonded. Free estimate.
219-879-1121/219-448-0733.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
H & D TREE SERVICE and LANDSCAPING, INC. --

Full service tree and shrub care. Trimming, planting, removal.
Firewood, snowplowing, excavating. -- Call 872-7290.

FREE ESTIMATES
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 
yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling 

Serving your community for over 10 years.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
FALL CLEANUP, GUTTER CLEANING, SNOW REMOVAL,

lawn mowing, mulching, weeding, brush removal and odd jobs.
References available. For details, call ABE at 219-210-0064.

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Snow Removal 
(Commercial/Residential). Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

• THE GROUNDS GUYS LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 
 It’s that time of the year: fall cleanup, snow plowing/removal.

Commercial and Residential.
 877-373-LAWN (toll free) • 219-878-3032

mick.wulff@mail.groundsguys.com
SEASONED FIREWOOD & SNOW REMOVAL.

Also property management and handyman services.
Complete landscaping needs.

No job too small. 219-229-4183.

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

SALE of original oil paintings by DOROTHY TRISTAN HANCOCK. 
Call (219) 575-0495 for appointment to view at Fail Road property. Also,
accepting portrait commissions of pets. Wonderful, unusual Christmas 

presents.
Free off-air TV antenna, one-time install fee $99. Call The Antenna 

Man at (219) 778-4036.

WANT TO BUY
Want to buy 2 toy bouncing rocking horses on springs for boys 

ages 3-6. Contact Susan at (219) 861-6188.
REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE INVESTING
INVESTOR WANTED TO DEVELOP PRIME BEACH PROPERTY IN 

MICHIGAN CITY. sunterra@comcast.net, 219-872-4446.

RENTALS INDIANA
LONG BEACH COZY 3/BR HOUSE AT STOP 15 (Across from Beach) 

Summer Rental. Fireplace and Large Deck. No pets. Call 708/370-1745.

GREAT 5BR HOUSE. CLOSE TO BEACH AT STOP 20.
CALL PATTY AT 773-401-2966.

Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
$1,850/wk. Fall/Winter rental avail. for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. 
W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful beach. See VRBO 

#372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.

SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,
laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,

$600/month, references required, utilities included.
Call (219) 879-2195.

Luxury 2035 SF Townhome avail. for rent. Hardwood flrs., Master Suite 
& laundry on 1st flr. Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances, guest bedroom, 
open loft, fireplace, basement, and 2-car attached garage. $1,800/mo. 
Prefer 3 yr. lease. Inquire about Option to Purchase Credit. Located at 

Beautiful Briar Leaf Golf Course between La Porte and New Buffalo. 
(219) 851-0008.

WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $675/mo., 2BR $775/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.

Sheridan Beach 2 bedroom 1 bath unfurnished apt. with washer/dryer. 
Lake views from living room & shared rooftop deck. $750/mo + 1 mo. 

sec deposit . 1-yr. lease required. One unit avail Oct. 1. Must have refer-
ences, and employment will be verified. No smoking, no pets. 

Call (269) 469-1412.

3 BR/1BA, 1-car garage, 1-YEAR LEASE on Mayfield Way in Long 
Beach. $1,100/mo. Call/text Cari @  Merrion (219) 898-5412

Long Beach winter/spring rental, 5BR/3BA, furnished, two fireplaces,
200 ft. to lake, $875 per month+utilities. C/A, heat.

Call Tom at (708) 606-4614.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Holiday Savings at

We’ve got Cookbooks for Mom, History and Sports for 
Dad, a huge selection of Children’s Books for the kids, 
and so much more! With books from 50-80% off the 
original price, you can’t go wrong shopping at Book 
Warehouse for the Holidays! So stop by today, and 
when you mention this ad you can get an additional 
10% off your entire purchase!

Lighthouse Place Suite #1203
Michigan City, IN 46360

(219) 262-5040
michigancity@book-warehouse.com
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When Books Went to War: The 
Stories That Helped Us Win World 
War II by Molly Guptill Manning 
(hardcover $25; available online, in 
bookstores or as an eBook)

As a dyed-in-the-wool bibliophile, 
I am always attracted by books about 
books. This week’s recommendation 
was such an eye-catcher, and a subject 
I certainly never thought about. Could 
books really help win a war? 

“World War II would not be the fi rst 
time the Army and Navy welcomed 
books into their ranks. Yet no other war-
-before or since--has approached the 
rate at which books were distributed to 
American forces in World War II.”

I was interested to learn that books were fi rst dis-
tributed to troops during the American Civil War. 
Veterans of the war said books and other reading 
material were eagerly received by the men when 
they could get it. So, the actual distribution of books 
received by the troops was hit or miss until the 
1930s.

It was May 10, 1933, when a giant torchlight 
march in Berlin ended in a plaza where the Na-
zis decided to burn books by authors deemed “un-
German.” Speeches were followed by the names of 
these unworthy authors, and the burning continued 
throughout the night. There is an appendix in the 
back of the book listing some of the authors the Na-
zis disallowed, names like Thomas Mann, Helen 
Keller, H.G. Wells and Theodore Dreiser, to name 
a few. It wasn’t a surprise that following the book 
burnings, Hitler’s Mein Kampf became state-sanc-
tioned reading. It also was no surprise Americans 
were incensed and plans began to form.

The fi rst attempt to 
get books to the troops 
was a nationwide cam-
paign, before World War 
II started, to get citizens 
to drop off books at their 
local libraries, which 
then would send them on 
to distribution centers to 
be sorted for various des-
tinations. While the cam-
paign was successful, 
with many volumes col-
lected, most were hard-
cover and many were not 
of interest to soldiers and 
sailors--like How to Knit. 
Out of four million books 
collected, 1.5 million 
were deemed unsuitable 

for the training camps.
In May 1943, the Armed Forces 

planned to purchase millions of paper-
backs each month. The organization 
heading up this campaign was called 
the Council on Books in Wartime. 
Paperback books, not popular at the 
time, were the council’s choice for their 
cheaper printing price and smaller 
size, making it more portable for the 
men in the fi eld.

True to American ingenuity, the 
program was quickly put together, 
publishers contacted and the Armed 
Services Edition books began rolling 
off the press and into the hands of ea-
ger servicemen. “The therapeutic role 

that books played in 
allowing men to pro-
cess their own circum-
stances by reading sto-
ries about others kept 
them wanting to read 
more and more.” 

Manning does an 
outstanding job of 
bringing the whole 
picture of the book 
campaigns into per-
spective. Her over-
view of the early training camps, sadly neglected 
since World War I, gives the reader an understand-
ing of why the books were a necessary item for sol-
diers and sailors. 

After World War II began, the need became im-
perative. From the bickering of senators to the fu-
sion of publishing company owners, from the early 
problems of the printing companies to the grateful 
letters of servicemen, this book will amaze you with 
what happens when Americans put their collective 
minds to a common cause. The back of the book also 
holds the lists of the paperback editions, listing title 
and authors and months they were printed. 

The most popular Armed Services Edition book? 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. 

Pulitzer Prize-winner Megan Marshall wrote: “If 
the pen is mightier than the sword, Manning defi ni-
tively proves an army of books can go a long way to-
ward winning a war and securing the peace.” Amen 
to that!

Manning is the author of The Myth of Ephraim 
Tutt and articles written for publications such as 
the Columbia Journal of Law and the Arts. She is 
an attorney for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit, New York City.

Till next time, happy reading!
A poster for the fi rst book collec-

tion campaign that started in 1941, 
shortly after the attack on Pearl 

Harbor. 

The Great Gatsby was one of the popu-
lar reads by servicemen, shown here in 

the Armed Services Edition.



December 18, 2014 Page 35
THE

Shirl Bacztub, GRI  219/874-5642
Judi Donaldson, GRI  219/879-1411
Jamie Follmer 219/851-2164

Jordan Gallas  219/861-3659 
Susan Kelley, CRS  312/622-7445
Tina Kelly* 219/873-3680

Karen Kmiecik-Pavy, GRI  219/210-0494
Daiva Mockaitis, GRI  219/670-0982
Barb Pinks 219/325-0006

Pat Tym*, ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES  219/210-0324

*Licensed in Indiana and Michigan

Micky Gallas
ABR, CRB, CRS, e-PRO, 

GRI, SRES
Cell 219/861-6012

123 
CRS 

T

Micky Gallas Properties
(219) 874-7070

1-800-680-9682

www.MickyGallasProperties.com

Us On

Make it “Home” for the Holidays

Stunning ceramic foyer with mosaic pattern opens to formal living room with Brazilian cherry floors & gas fireplace. L-shaped
Great room includes family room, dining room & kitchen boasting granite countertops & stainless steel appliances. Sliders 
leading to in-ground pool & hot tub. Main level master suite has beautiful ceramic tile & whirlpool tub. Loft with vaulted 
ceilings. Finished basement with full kitchen, wet bar, family room, bedrooms & bath. New roof in 2013. An absolute must 
see! Offered for $399,000

2700 Oriole Trail
Long Beach

$539,000
4 bedrooms, 5 baths. Soaring ceilings, 
two stone fireplaces, marble, terrazzo & 
hardwood flooring throughout. Stunning 
entrance. Updated kitchen. Huge bar area 
with large windows. Palatial master suite 
with bathroom spa. Lower level rec room. 
Two car built-in garage. Short stroll to 
beach or Long Beach Country Club.

20 Marine Drive #7
Marina Park

$165,000
2 bedrooms plus loft, 2 baths. Loft features 
second bedroom, sitting area & bath. 
Main level master bedroom has dressing 
area with large closet off bath. New stove 
& pre-finished wood laminate floor in 
kitchen. Private laundry room with storage. 
Beautiful sunsets & views of Trail Creek & 
Lake Michigan. Unit includes 55ft boat slip 
& covered parking.

910 Birch Tree Lane
Long Beach Pointe

$79,900
2 bedrooms, 1 bath. Beautifully updated 
upper level condo. Large living room 
with wall of sliders leading to balcony. All 
appliances remain, including washer & 
dryer. New furnace. Common area storage 
in basement. Wonderful association pool 
area to enjoy in the summertime. This 
condo is ready for you to enjoy maintenance 
free living!

5135 W. Concord Drive
LaPorte

Fabulous executive home featuring 5 bedrooms & 3.5 baths located 
in Woods of Concord.

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING
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