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A Novel
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Sometimes, all it takes is one 
person blessed with enthusiasm 
and insight to trigger the creative 
spark within us.

For Bill Hallier Jr., a commer-
cial storyboarder and aspiring 
graphic novelist, that person was 
Mike  Modjeski. His students, ap-
propriately enough, called him 
“Mojo.” Hallier was his pupil in 
middle school for only one year, 
but that was enough. “Mojo” in-
troduced him to some of his fa-
vorite authors and artists. 

“He was big into comics…he 
was the one that taught me that 
comics were art, and that they 
were a job that you could do to 
make money, not just a pas-
time,” Hallier said.

“He always brought in really 
interesting independent comics 
for us to look through. He was 
my buddy then for the next 
four years while I was in high school. I didn’t 
have him for any more art classes after that, but his 

Continued on Page 2

Bill Halliar Jr. displays some
of his different creations.
Photos by Paul Kemiel
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(1987). Finally, in 2001, the term “graphic novel” 
was offi cially accepted and added as a category in 
book stores. 

The art form has always been part of Halliar’s 
life.

“I’ve always been interested in creating art,” he 
said. “I grew up in Whiting, right at the bottom of 
Lake Michigan, about a half hour drive from The 
Loop to Chicago. It was a small-town life, but we were 
so close to Chicago, it was so easy to get to the Art 

Institute, which 
is something I 
did all the time. 
Just to go and 
take in all of the 
different art-
work, colors and 
styles.”

After high 
school, Halli-
er received a 
scholarship to 
the American 
Academy of Art 
in downtown 
Chicago, which 
he attended for 
a year before 
trying to make 
it on his own in 
the art world. 
He’d actually 
started working 

on comics before he began college. 
At the time, the closest comic book shop was in 

Calumet City, which was about 45 minutes away, 
and that’s where Bill would head to get his comics. 
As it turned out, the guys who owned the store, and 
many others, were starting their own publishing 
company: Moon Stone Comics. 

“At the time, they were just starting, getting stuff 
together, and I was into comics and a budding artist 
and heard them talking and just kind of threw my 
name into the mix,” Hallier said. “I showed them 
some of my artwork, and they hired me to work as 
an inker on the comics they produced.”

In the comic-book and graphic-novel industry, 
there are many layers a piece experiences. To make 
a monthly book, it is diffi cult for one person to do all 

classroom was right across the hall from the high 
school’s art room, so I would drop in there every day. 
I still see some of the things he taught me coming 
out in my artwork today”

Halliar, who lives in Valparaiso, regularly offers 
classes not just in Valparaiso, but also in Chesterton 
and La Porte. He recently participated in a West-
chester Public Library Comic Con that featured 
several writers 
and artists. The 
experience gave 
him the opportu-
nity to reveal his 
many creations. 

Often times, 
people are con-
fused about the 
difference be-
tween comic books 
and graphic nov-
els. Put simply, 
comic book refers 
to daily or week-
ly periodicals, 
whereas graphic 
novel refers to 
books made up of 
comics content. 
Many times, once 
a certain amount 
of comic books 
have been published, they are republished together 
in graphic novel format. 

Though graphic novels have been around since 
the mid-1800s, they never gained much momentum 
until after the 1970s, when fan-historian Kyle Rich-
ard coined the term “graphic novel” in an essay in 
a November 1964 issue of a comics fan magazine. 
However, the concept of the graphic novel didn’t 
gain momentum until after Will Eisner published 
“A Contract with God” in 1978. Soon after, Marvel 
started its own graphic novel line in 1982. The idea 
still didn’t catch on with the public until after the 
successes of graphic novels such as “Maus” by Art 
Spieglman (1986), “The Dark Knight Returns” by 
Frank Miller (1986) and the monumentally success-
ful “Watchmen” by Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons 

A Novel Art Form Continued from Page 1

Bill discusses his many works with visitors to Westchester Public Library’s recent Comic Con.
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the work, so there typically is an assembly line of 
jobs to make it faster. It starts with the writer, who 
works on the dialogue and storyline, then passes it 
along to the penciler, who sketches everything out. 
The middle stage is the inker, who takes a brush 
and ink and fi nishes the artwork. Finally, the piece 
moves on to a letterer who fi lls in the written parts 
of the work, then the colorist, who colors in the art-
work. 

When it’s more personal – one person writing and 
creating everything – it becomes diffi cult to cre-
ate a monthly book. The artist would have to work 
on nothing else – including eating or sleeping – to 
make sure it comes out on time. 

“When I was younger, the idea of the monthly, or 
weekly, comic book didn’t bother me as much as it 
does now. I liked the anticipation of waiting to see 
what would happen next to my favorite characters,” 
Hallier said. “Now, though, if I really like the books 

Bill’s display table at the library event highlighted his many unique creations

Continued on Page 4

and they’re monthly, I will normally just wait until 
they have been collected into a graphic novel, so I 
have a longer story arc to read.”

Halliar wants to create something that stands out.
“There are so many books and stories out there 

now,” he said, “but there are also a lot of readers, a 
lot more people randomly looking for stuff.”

The common thread for Halliar’s works is hu-
mor. The fi rst book he served as an inker for was 
“Mr. Wonderful’s Nightmare World,” a dark comedy 
Hallier likens to “The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas,” but for adults. It centered on the lord of the 
dream realm getting mixed up in crazy adventures. 

These days, Hallier works as a full-time artist, 
but doesn’t have the luxury to work full time on 
comics. Unless you’re in the top 1 percent, you won’t 
make enough money to survive. 

“About half of my friends are comics creators, 
and most of them have to do something else as well, 
which is sad, because every 20-page work is hun-
dreds of drawings that the artists have poured their 
heart and soul into. And it’s a lot of time if you’re 
doing it all by yourself,” Hallier said. “As an art-
ist, I fi nd myself asking how I can draw things with 

ATTENTION BEACH HOUSE OWNERS:
We currently have more renters than owners and need your 
beach homes. We have a wait list of clients looking for 
homes of all sizes for the 2017 summer rental season. If 
you have beach access and want to make money on your 
home call us today!

(773) 677-2733 www.NorthStarRealtyIN.com
northstarpropertiesin@gmail.com

The Store

Home of I Love Toy 
Trains Videos

Legendary Toy Trains  
on Display

Lionel, Thomas,  
Melissa & Doug, & More

Come Celebrate National Train Day  
on Dec. 3 from 10 am – 5 pm
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the least amount of detail, 
but still deliver the most 
amount of impact.

“Mostly, I still basically 
make comics. It’s just behind 
the scenes for commercials.” 

Hallier works as a com-
mercial storyboarder, which 
is almost exactly the same 
thing. An artist (Hallier) is 
brought in to draw up a sto-
ryboard for the commercial, 
which is basically a bunch of 
small boxes that depict the 
action taking place so ac-
tors, writers and directors 
can see what is supposed to 
happen when. 

Hallier at the moment is 
working on a few new sto-
ries, and enjoyed attended 
Westchester Public Li-
brary’s convention for writ-
ers and artists of comic books and graphic novels. 
Having attended many larger comic conventions as 
an artist, the largest being San Diego’s Comic Con 
for the past 10 years, which is the mothership of 
comic cons, Hallier rather enjoyed the small scale of 
the local event.

“Each convention has its own vibe, and the small-
er conventions are nice because you have time to talk 
to people,” Hallier said. “The Westchester convention 
had a nice variety of writers and artists. There were 
about 100 guests over the course of the day...it was 
really nice to get to talk to a bunch of people. 

“You get to meet so many people, and some of them 
have a hard time fi nding something that interests 
them, so they automatically think that there just 
isn’t anything out there for them,” he said. “There’s 
always something for everyone, especially nowadays. 
I feel like if I can get someone interested in reading, 
not even reading my comics, but reading stories that 
truly interest them, then that’s enough for me.

Several young men take an interest in Bill’s work at the library.

Bill displays the technique involved in his creations.

“Hopefully, that will help them realize that no 
matter what they’re into, there is always something 
out there for them. If I can help even one person 
fi nd something inspiring, something that speaks to 
them, then I feel like I’ve done my job, and that’s all 
I can ask for.”

(Westchester Public Library offers a monthly 
graphic novel discussion group open to anyone. Visit 
wpl.lib.in.us/ for more details.)

A Novel Art Form Continued from Page 3

16409B Red Arrow Hwy  •  Union Pier, Michigan  49129 • Phone: 888/824/WINE
jacqui@thewinesellersmichigan.com

“
”

I love everything that’s old: 

old friends, old times, 

old manners, old 

books, old wines.  

–Oliver Goldsmith

SINCE 1995
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Two years ago, Marion Cotillard silenced her nay-
sayers. Curmudgeons, you see, viewed her Oscar 
upset for “La Vie En Rose” (2007) as a fl uke. But in 
“Two Days, One Night,” where she played a woman 
with crippling depression who makes an 11th hour 
plea to save her job, the actress was electrifying, 
a reservoir of untapped courage. The performance 
earned a Best Actress nod, but lost out to Julianne 
Moore’s devastating work in “Still Alice.”

In “Allied,” Robert Zemeckis’ luxuriant ode to 
old-school Hollywood, Cotillard is mesmerizing, 
the fi lm’s most special effect. Unfortunate, though, 
that her leading man — the epitome of star power 
 — would give so uncharismatic a performance, hob-
bling the picture’s three-hankie classic ambitions.

Zemeckis (“Forrest Gump,” “Cast Away”) is one of 
our most technically accomplished storytellers. This 
is a man who knows how to use visuals to enhance 
a story, not consume it. With “Allied,” his creative 
ingenuity is on full display as he drops Canadian 
intelligence offi cer Max Vatan (Brad Pitt) into the 
sprawling desert outside of Casablanca, uniting him 
with French resistance fi ghter Marianne Beausel-
our (Cotillard), their mission to assassinate a Nazi 
ambassador. Marianne  — you can’t take your eyes 
off of her. Cotillard is purringly seductive one mo-
ment, emotionally clipped the next. Max remains 
guarded for, oh, a day or two, before he can’t keep 
his hands off of her.

Working from a smart script by Stephen Knight 
(“Eastern Promises”), Zemeckis again is an excep-
tionally quiet fi lmmaker, preferring long stretches 
with little to no dialogue, scenes unbroken by edit-
ing that allow the actors to fi ll in the details. His vi-

sion of World War II Casablanca, like the Humphrey 
Bogart-Ingrid Bergman classic that inspired it, is 
lushly exotic...if tame for the R rating it nabbed. All 
the naughty bits, for instance, are concealed as Max 
and Marianne make love safe inside their vehicle, 
the howling sandstorm outside an obvious metaphor 
for their intensifying passion. When that coupling 
leads to marriage and a baby, one delivered amid 
the jaw-dropping frenzy of a London air raid, the 
movie is as much in love with its sexy stars as it is 
the gee-whiz thrill of state-of-the-art movie magic.

The big twist, one revealed in the movie’s trail-
ers, is that Max learns Marianne may be a Nazi spy. 
When that emotional bomb drops, so, too, is the fi re 
extinguished from Pitt’s performance. He reverts 
inward, resembling a glum, haggard Ken doll. Hon-
estly, he looks constipated, like he could use a shot 
of prune juice. Pitt can be strong in action-oriented 
fare like “World War Z” and “Fury,” but in prestige 
pictures such as “Allied,” he always seems conscious 
he’s making Oscar bait and comes across as a stiff. 
And believe me, you do not want to see Pitt cry in 
slow motion. It’s not pretty.

The is-she-or-isn’t-she premise of “Allied,” howev-
er, keeps it alive thanks to Cotillard, who virtually 
takes over the picture. Quietly moving, she never 
cheapens the mystery surrounding Marianne. By 
the end, there are no easy answers, no tidy reso-
lution. Instead, Zemeckis and Knight concoct a 
thoughtful, subdued fi nale. You walk away from the 
picture admiring the craft involved...but not really 
moved by it. How can you, when only half of such a 
volatile couple captures your heart?
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Brad Pitt and Marion Cotillard star in “Allied.”

Cotillard Rescues “Allied” From Wooden Co-Star
by Andrew Tallackson



December 1, 2016 Page 7
THE

T



December 1, 2016Page 8
THE

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com

h
ar

b
o

r 
co

u
n

tr
y

“Seven Nuns at Las Vegas”
Footlight Play-

ers will present 
the comedy “Sev-
en Nuns at Las 
Vegas” on Dec. 
2-4 and 8-11 at 
Footlight Theatre, 
1705 Franklin St.

In the play, el-
derly Sister Co-
lumba asks St. 
Joseph to take her 
where the weath-
er is warm after 
it snows in North-
west Indiana in 
May. St. Joseph 
takes her, the convent and six other nuns to Ne-
vada, just outside Las Vegas.

Directed by Anthony Holt, with book by Natalie 
E. White, the cast includes Debbie Bartholomew, 
Gary Bartholomew, Emma Blanchard, Leslie Ev-
ans, Alayna Lauritsen, Bobbi Lauritsen, Laura 
Meyer, David Mikolajczyk, Kristina Moore, Deb  
Reason, Janice Rice, Charmaine Tompkins and 
Shannon Wilhelm. Robert Komendera is the assis-
tant director.

Times are 7:30 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 
and 2 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $12, while Thursday 
shows and youth 12 and younger cost $10. A two 
for $20 coupon is available at www.footlightplayers.
org. Reservations are held until 15 minutes prior 
to curtain unless secured by a season gift card or 
payment. Reservations are recommended by calling 
(219) 874-4035 or through the website. 

A holiday arts and crafts sale will be held in the 
theater’s lobby on show nights.

Sister Columba (Leslie Evans, center) prays 
to St. Joseph to take her where the weather 

is warm in “Seven Nuns at Las Vegas.” Sister 
Felicitas (Laura Meyer) and Mr. Edelman 

(David Mikolajczyk) are not amused.

 

HOLIDAY                    
OPEN HOUSE 

SSATURDAY  DDECEMBER 10::  110 AM to 4 PM  

SSUNDAY       DDECEMBER 11:    11 PM to 4 PM  

INDEPENDENT CAT SOCIETY                     

Rte 6 & County Line Rd, Westville, IN  

REFRESHMENTS, BAKED GOODS, RAFFLES, CATNIP, CAT TOYS & MORE! 
Stop in to SHOP,  

have a bite to EAT,  
and visit our wonderful CATS 

who would love to have a 
home for the HOLIDAYS! 

Taking donations of:      
Friskies Pate *                       
Fancy Feast Classic            
Dry Cat Food 

219.785.4936                 
www.catsociety.org             

shelter@catsociety.org 
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219.874.1180
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licensed in IN/MI

tucked away ...

 super views!
 private patio
 vaulted everywhere
 huge porch could be 

    year round?
 beach access

 master suite
 stone fireplace
 cement floors
 Michiana Shores area
 $375,000
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Green Bully: Fighting Phragmites
by Guest Columnist David Hoppe

Once you start seeing 
them, it’s hard to stop.

Phragmites — the offi cial 
name is Phragmites austra-
lis, but from here on, let’s 
call them phrags  — are 
an invasive reed that have 
found a home in Northwest 
Indiana. You’ll fi nd it crowd-
ing out cattails — another 
invasive species — in Bev-
erly Shores. If you ride the 
South Shore, you’ll see it in 
profusion along the tracks. It 
even found its way onto fore-
dunes leading to Lake Michi-
gan in Long Beach.

“It’s swallowing up whole 
habitats,” botanist Nathana-
el Pilla of Save the Dunes 
says. “It’s just a bully.”

These invasive phrags arrived on the East Coast 
around 200 years ago. Since then, they have migrat-
ed westward, where wetlands, like those around 
Lake Michigan, have been particularly congenial. 

Laura Brennan has spent the past 13 years 
searching for and dealing with invasive plants at 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. In that time, 
she has witnessed phrags’ uncommon ability to 
overpower our region’s world famous biodiversity.

“These plants are incredibly successful at invad-
ing wetlands and completely replacing native spe-
cies,” Brennan said in an email. “It simply pushes 
the more conservative, higher quality plants out 
of the way — taking not only space, but also the 
sunlight, water and nutrients away from any other 

An example of Phragmites in Long Beach.

plants that have a chance at survival.
“Not only does this cause a decrease in plant 

species biodiversity, phrag is much less benefi cial 
to wildlife as it offers little nutritional value and 
serves as poor habitat for many birds.”

As far as Pilla is concerned, Phragmites are “pos-
sibly the worst invasive plant.”

It’s easy to see why. Compared to most other 
plants in our region, the invasive, or nonnative 
phrag, is a monster. It grows as high as 18 feet in 
densely thatched clusters that block light and can 
be virtually impossible to see through. It also is pro-
lifi c, able to reproduce at a rate of up to 5 meters (or 
roughly 15 feet) per year. 

This contrasts with phrags’ native cousin, which 
reaches just more than 6 feet in height and tends to 

grow in looser colonies, with 
scattered stems that break 
down quickly. This indig-
enous variety sports yellow-
ish green leaves, where the 
invasive leaves appear to be 
a bluish gray-green.

“Phragmites,” Brennan 
said, “love disturbance.”

And, there is very little 
ground in Northwest Indi-
ana that has not, at some 
time, been messed with.

“Extensive alteration of 
the natural hydrology of the 
area, the expansive system 
of highways, rail lines, in-
dustry, and communities — 
all of these contribute to the 
infl ux of invasive plants,” 

Phragmites in the Beverly Shores area.
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Brennan said. “The matrix of land ownership in the 
area further complicates the issue — someone may 
work really hard to eliminate phrag from their land, 
but right across the street or next door there may 
be a huge seed source that will bring it back to the 
starting point.”

Pilla adds, “It used to be thought that Phragmites 
only transport by its rhizomes (an underground 
stem sending out roots and shoots). But we’re fi nd-
ing it germinates by seeds as well. So taking care of 
the seed heads is a huge part of management.”

That management includes cutting the seed 
heads before the seeds develop (usually early to 
mid-August) and, regretfully, using herbicide, being 
careful while doing so to protect wildlife, desirable 
vegetation and the groundwater supply. 

Even then, the chances are phrags, like green 
zombies, will rise again. 

“It’s been found that when killed with herbicide, 
the ground occupied by Phragmites sees a resur-
gence of native plants,” Pilla said. “But two years 
later, the Phragmites are back. So retreatment is 
super important. This is something we’ll be dealing 
with for a long time.”

Pilla and Brennan both emphasize that, after 
cutting, seed heads should be bagged and disposed 
of — probably in a landfi ll. This is not something 
you want to add to your compost.

“While I wouldn’t expect many people to have the 
resources (and the patience) to eradicate Phrag-
mites altogether, we can at least have the conversa-
tion of how to work together to prioritize where we 
focus our efforts and how community members can 
get involved,” Brennan said.

“Ultimately, any dead phrag is a good phrag — 
but working toward treating populations in and 
adjacent to higher quality wetlands where native 
plants are still holding on, should be our No. 1 goal. 
The fi rst step is to encourage people not to plant any 
invasive plants, but to use native plants instead. 
Often, natives are much easier to care for, and offer 
a greater benefi t to our native wildlife.”

Brennan is surprised to fi nd phrags growing in 
unexpected places, like, for example, in close prox-

Phragmites along the south course at Michigan City Municipal Golf Course.

imity to beaches.
“Phrag needs moist soil to grow,” she said, “and 

while the surface of the sand is dry, their roots are 
deep enough to reach the damp soils close to the 
lake.” 

Pilla is concerned about the impact phrags could 
have on the ecology of our beaches.

“It could out-compete the marram grass,” he said. 
“What will happen is the seeds will creep over the 
natural areas. If you like the natural areas, then 
the responsible thing to do is remove it. Your neigh-
bors will appreciate it.”

For More Information
Save the Dunes has published “Living in the 

Dunes: A Homeowner’s Guide to Landscaping 
In Indiana’s Dune Communities.” The online 
version is at savedunes.org/dunes-residential-
guide

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore has 
been working with many other land managers 
in Northwest Indiana as a Cooperative Weed 
Management Area to address invasives as a 
team.  Visit tinyurl.com/goax29u for more in-
formation or to get involved.

“Your wood floor specialist”

HULTMAN FLOORING, INC.

(219) 926-1966
35 E. Hwy. 20 • Porter

Old world craftsmanship for new world concepts
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL WOOD FLOORING ASSOCIATION

•  Design  •  Installation  •  Refinishing

You Are Invited to Stop By Our
Studio & Browse Through Our Wide
Variety of Wood Flooring Selections

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com
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NB Library Community Forum
Local historian Bob Myers will explore the Great 

Depression’s impact on Berrien County’s families, 
farms and industries at 6:30 p.m. EST Monday, Dec. 
5, in the Pokagon Room at New Buffalo Public Li-
brary, 33 N. Thompson St. 

Myers, the Berrien County Historical Association 
curator, has presented other FOL Community Fo-
rum programs, including those on Berrien County’s 
railroads and gangsters.

The next program, “Caroling at the Library,” is 
from 2 to 4 p.m. EST Sunday, Dec. 11. The annual 
holiday sing-along, led by the Harbor Country Sing-
ers, offers holiday favorites and light refreshments.

Call the library at (269) 469-2933, follow the face-
book link at newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or email 
new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com for more details.

PNW Sinai Forum
Astronaut and North-

west Indiana native Jer-
ry Ross will detail his 
fi nal space fl ight, and 
the state of the coun-
try’s space programs, at 
4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, 
during the fi nal Purdue 
University Northwest 
Sinai Forum of the sea-
son.

The presentation, 
“Spacewalker: My Jour-
ney in Space,” will be in the James B. Dworkin Stu-
dent Services and Activities Complex, 1401 S. U.S. 
421. Doors open at 3 p.m.

A retired Air Force colonel, Ross logged more 
than 4,100 hours of fl ight time and holds the world 
record for space fl ights with seven. He performed 
nine spacewalks, spending more than 58 hours in 
the vacuum of space.

He will share his space race-era journey: a small-
town Indiana boy who attended Purdue University 
to pursue his dream of being in the U.S. space pro-
gram, and who ultimately became one of NASA’s 
most highly decorated astronauts.

Ross also is the author of two books, “My Journey 
in Space and Faith as NASA’s Record Setting Fre-
quent Flyer” and the children’s book “Becoming a 
Spacewalker: My Journey to the Stars.”

Tickets can be purchased at www.pnw.edu/sinai-
forum, or by cash or check at: Lubeznik Center for 
the Arts, 101 W. Second St., Michigan City, and Por-
ter County Community Foundation, 1401 Calumet 
Ave., Valparaiso. Students who show a valid school 
ID are admitted for free. 

Visit www.pnw.edu/sinai-forum for more details.

an Aveda concept salon

113 west 8th street � michigan city - indiana � purelyellesalon.com � 219.874.3553

Join us December 2 & 3  
to save up to 30-40%  
off select Aveda products.
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• Active Independent Living

• Outstanding Assisted Living

• Exceptional Memory Care

• Professional Team Available  
24 hours A Day

• Village Clubhouse Lifestyle

• Restaurant-Style Dining

• Full Calendar of Activities

• Housekeeping and    
 Transportation available

4300 Cleveland Ave.
Michigan City, IN
219.872.6800

RittenhouseVillages.com

More Smiles

Less
Worries...

Managed and Operated by 
national award winning

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

Schedule your 
FREE LUNCH & 
TOUR TODAY!

219.872.6800

US!S!US!
FOLLOW

At Rittenhouse Village At Michigan City, we’ve designed 

the very best in senior living by blending wonderful amenities 

with comfortable apartment homes and outstanding social, 

recreational events and wellness programs that deliver a fun and 

independent villa or if you need more personalized attention with 

Rittenhouse is the place your can 
call home - Now and for years to come!

2 Bed, 2 Bath with 1 car garage. 
Call today before they are gone!

VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE!

!
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dad was away all day at 
work. Soon, it became nec-
essary, even socially expect-
ed, that the mother should 
join dad in the workforce to 
achieve the desired standard 
of living.

To whom was the impor-
tant torch to be passed, that 
of nurturing the next gen-
eration?

When Katz’s fi rst son was 
born in 1985, she began 
searching for a day care fa-
cility that would meet the 
standards she sought for 
her child. She discovered 
a dearth of quality facili-
ties in the area, so, with the 
support and encouragement 
of friends and family, she 
founded her own facility, the 
mission being to provide in-
tentional, refl ective child 
care that would enhance the 
social and emotional well be-
ing of her children and the 
community’s children.

Katz knew affl uent fami-
lies in the area could afford 

whatever child care seemed best, but to those with 
fewer resources, the options were limited. She de-
cided to focus mainly on families with fewer re-
sources, and build a program that could be accessed 
through a voucher system that would allow lower 
income families to provide quality child care for 
their children. Sixty fi ve percent of the children at-
tending Imagination Station today take advantage 
of this system.

What I witnessed 
on my tour was re-
freshing. Children 
eager to learn were 
concentrating on 
their tasks: no mis-
behavior, loud talk-
ing or uncontrolled 
wildness. There 
was discipline and 
order in each class-
room. The student-
to-teacher ratio was 
such that each child 
had plenty of contact 
time with an adult.

Imagination Sta-

Giving Children the Wings to Fly
by William Halliar

Imagination Station, the 
brightly painted sign boldly 
proclaimed.

I was intrigued.
Imagination and curiosity 

are pillars of the creative in-
tellect, and I am ever a stu-
dent of the often praised, but 
maddeningly elusive, cre-
ative process.

Invited to tour the facil-
ity and learn of its history 
and mission, I jumped at the 
chance. To my surprise and 
delight, the building was 
fi lled with young, pre-school-
aged children. What group 
of human beings better em-
braces and exemplifi es the 
spirit of curiosity and cre-
ativity than our children?

Dr. Janice Katz met me 
in the front offi ce and per-
sonally guided me through 
the various classrooms that 
comprise the non-profi t 
Imagination Station, 1200 
E. Coolspring Ave. We talked 
to teachers and were greeted 
by enthusiastic students, all 
happy to share the excitement of what they were 
learning.

Here is a place where children come fi rst, and 
Katz stressed that if I told the story of Imagination 
Station, it should not focus on her, even though she 
is the project’s founder and guiding spirit, but rather 
upon the dedicated staff and their mission to excite 
eager young minds into becoming lifelong learners, 
with imagination enough to invent the future.

Imagination Station provides the foundation that 
will allow these young people to reach their full po-
tential. The teachers work tirelessly to reveal the 
basics of life, planting students fi rmly in reality 
while giving them the tools to reach for the stars. 
Lofty goals, these, but the responsibility of raising 
the next generation can never be taken too seriously.

The world we live in today is much different 
than one of 1865, when most families in the United 
States lived on farms, and both father and mother 
were home to raise their children and be examples 
to them as they grew into adulthood. Soon, the fa-
thers moved out of the homes and into factory jobs, 
and the sole responsibility for infl uencing the young 
feel upon the mother.

Back in the 1950s, mom could stay home, raise 
the young ones and teach them proper values while 

Snack time — always a favorite time. All photos by William Halliar.

Janice Katz holds one of the youngters 
attending Imagination Station.
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tion’s goal also is to 
encourage profes-
sional development 
among staff mem-
bers, so each teacher 
either is degreed or 
certifi ed. They work 
together to teach chil-
dren not mere facts, 
by wrote, but also to 
stress and educate 
these young people in 
the actual process of 
learning through “ev-
idence-based” teach-
ing. In this way, they 
will become lifelong 
learners.

Imagination Sta-
tion nurtures chil-
dren from 6 weeks of 
age to 6 years. Each 
year, summer enrich-
ment programs are offered to students 6 to 12. All 
classes benefi t from many fi eld trips outside of the 
school environment, which opens a new world of 
learning to children of all ages. The classrooms are 
open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. for the benefi t of working 
families. The school supports two additional neigh-
borhood preschools for 3- to 5-year-olds.

A full-service kitchen on premises provides nutri-

tious meals. Children 
in need of early inter-
vention are identifi ed 
and referred to spe-
cialists for additional 
support.

The Child Care 
Consortium Inc. and 
Imagination Station, 
by the way, are non-
profi t organizations. 
Teaching is a labor 
of love. The board is 
comprised of dedi-
cated volunteers, and 
Katz takes no sal-
ary. She looks on her 
young charges with 
great joy, and her goal 
is to help to create 
“successful citizens.”

Imagination Sta-
tion is a member of 

The National Association for the Education of Young 
Children. This nonprofi t group focusses on the well-
being of young children, “with particular emphasis 
on the quality of educational and developmental 
services for children from birth to age eight.”

The development center also is recognized as an 
Indiana Paths to Quality, Level 4. This rating sys-
tem ranks the quality of early child care and educa-
tion. Level 4 Programs are the highest rated and 
have demonstrated a commitment to the highest 
level of professionalism in early care and education. 
The achievement is honored by nationally recog-
nized accreditation.

The school also has an open door policy for par-
ents with special observation widows for viewing 
classroom activities.

Such efforts reiterate the mission of Imagination 
Station, to offer hope for future generations and 
give wings to the dreams of our children.

(Visit www.childcareimaginationstation.org for 
more details.)

Children follow along with the teacher during story time.

Toddlers engage in age-appropriate play at Imagination Station. 

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

We Put The Snow Where You Want ItWe Put The Snow Where You Want It
SHORELAND MARINE SNOW SHORELAND MARINE SNOW 

PLOWINGPLOWING
Commercial-Residential. 

Most residential $25, includes sidewalk. 
Free quotes. Call today to get on the list!

219-861-BOAT (2628)
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Local America Recycles Day Effort Sets Record
Residents brought in a re-

cord-setting amount of more 
than 21,000 plastic bags for 
recycling during La Porte 
County Solid Waste District’s 
recent America Recycles Day 
events.

During the past four years, 
the District has used these 
events at Al’s Supermarkets 
to educate residents about the 
right way to recycle plastic 
bags. A new event was added 
at Wanatah’s J-MARt BP.

“It’s very important for people to know that we no 
longer accept loose plastic bags in our recycling pro-
gram, and these events gave me a chance to explain 
why to hundreds of residents,” said Alicia Ebaugh, 
the District’s education and public-outreach coor-
dinator. “It’s even more important that everyone 
knows they can bring plastic bags back to many 
stores to be recycled.”

Ebaugh used these events to promote the fact 
that all Al’s Supermarket locations now accept plas-
tic bags for recycling year-round, but noted they 
also can be taken to Meijer, Kroger and WalMart. 
Not only are grocery bags acceptable to recycle, but 

they also can be included with 
clean and dry retail, newspa-
per, dry cleaning, bread, pro-
duce and other plastic bags 
labeled No. 2 and No. 4, as 
well as plastic food storage 
bags, furniture and electronic 
wrap, and case wrap used on 
paper towels, diapers, bath-
room tissue and water bottles.

The sheer number of plas-
tic bags – about 100 billion — 
used each year in the United 
States is astounding, Ebaugh 

said. That fi gures out to about 308 per person, so 
a family of four might go through about 1,250 sin-
gle-use plastic bags per year. The amount collected 
would have been used by only about 68 residents 
over one year.

That’s why the District also used these events to 
promote reuse, Ebaugh said, giving out about 350 
reusable bags to residents in exchange for plastic 
bags. More people than ever participated in the 
swap events this year, which Ebaugh said is en-
couraging. Several of the District’s Master Recycler 
graduates also pitched in to help with the events by 
talking with residents and counting bags.

Alicia Ebaugh (left), La Porte County Solid Waste District edu-
cator, appears with Master Recycler volunteers John Marchese 
and Betty Brewe amid the thousands of plastic bags collected.

DINE IN STYLE 

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
         1106 E US HWY 20, Michigan City
    www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com

(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035
Mon. - Friday. 9:30 - 6, Sat. 9 - 6 Sunday 12 - 4

Al Fresco features a driftwood top and taupe finish base. 

Claudia features a marble top and salvage brown base.

   Hopstand 
  features a bronze 
coated steel frame 
and brown wood 
finished tabletop 
with faux marble    
  inset.

             Haddigan
              butterfly 
           extension
           tables in a     
           smoky dark  
     brown oak color 
seats up to eight

Haddigan Counter height with storage base 
and removable leaf in a smoky dark brown 
oak color

Liberty Rectangular Leg Table features French & English 
dovetail construction with poplar solids and cherry veneers 

The International Furniture Antique Collection 
features a Counter Height Dining Table with iron Base 
Adjustable Swivel Stools, Barstools and Ice Chest in 
a multi-color distressed finish on hand brushed wood
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Santa in his real railroad Caboose,
the blacksmith and our 1930’s Soda Fountain.

15% on all merchandise in Th e Depot Store
Donate a new unwrapped toy at Santa’s Candy Cane Express & receive one free train ride. 

Suggested value of donation $5.00 or more. Help greet Santa when he arrives on the train at Noon!

Merry Christmas from the volunteers of the Hesston Steam Museum!

the Candy Cane Express 

Look for the billboard at CR 1000 North and IN-39

       GPS: 1201 East 1000 North LaPorte, IN 46350 Hesston Steam Museum

Museum Campus opens at 11:30 trains run  12:00   - 5:00 CDT

Greet Santa when he arrives at Noon 
Doc’s Soda Fountain opens at 9:00 for breakfast. See website for details.

www.hesston.org

Visit Doc’s

A 1930 vintage Soda Fountain for lunch & ice cream.

Breakfast Served 9 - 11:00

Celebrate a nostalgic 
children’s Christmas
Th e fi rst two weekends in December 

Dec. 3-4 & 10-11th
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director, and Assistant Director Tom Swinford spoke 
about the 50-year history of natural area protection 
in Northwest Indiana.

Shirley Heinze Land Trust presented Bacone 
with a special award.

“Throughout John’s 36-year career as director, he 
has weathered many changes in administrations 
and has been a staunch advocate and supporter of 
the entire land trust community throughout the 
state,” Krouse said.

Warren Buckler and Laura Henderson of the 
Friends of Shirley Heinze gave Bringing Nature 
Home awards to two organizations for incorporating 
native plants into their landscaping plans: Porter 
County Parks for its Pond and Prairie Restoration 
Project at Sunset Hill Farm County Park, and La 
Porte County Soil and Water Conservation District 
for its outreach/demonstration garden, “The Com-
munity Conservation Walk,” at La Porte County 
Fairgrounds.

In other news, Shirley Heinze Land Trust has ac-
quired a 7.7-acre property along the Little Calumet 
River in Porter.

Shirley Heinze Land Trust hosted its Partnership 
Luncheon on Nov. 4, at Porter’s Spa Banquet Cen-
ter, uniting more than 100 people from businesses, 
civic groups and Northwest Indiana’s environmen-
tal conservation community.

Executive Director Kris Krouse gave special rec-
ognition to two partners: the Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources Division of Nature Preserves 
and the Indiana Bicentennial Nature Trust.

“Both have played an integral part in our 35-year 
history, making signifi cant contributions to the ac-
quisition of more than 1,000 of the 2,100 acres we 
have protected,” he said.

Krouse also thanked DNP “for the decades of part-
nership and support which have helped advance the 
mission of Shirley Heinze Land Trust to protect im-
portant natural areas in northwestern Indiana.”

He recognized BNT for its role in three recent con-
servation projects: Meadowbrook Nature Preserve, 
the Little Calumet River Corridor and Lydick Bog.

John Bacone, DNR Division of Nature Preserves 

Shirley Heinze Honors Partners, Area Native Planting Projects

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division of Nature 
Preserves was honored during the event. Pictured are (from left) Kris 
Krouse, John Bacone, Tom Post, Tom Swinford and Myrna Newgent. 

Seated is Barbara Plampin.

The La Porte County Soil and Water Conservation District was honored 
for its “Community Conservation Walk.” Pictured are (from left) Don Lode, 

Ethyl Turkowski, Nicole Messacar and Laura Henderson.

Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com
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The property, located west of the Keith Richard 
Walner Nature Preserve and adjacent to Hawthorne 
Park, is the latest addition to the Little Calumet 
Conservation Corridor. The effort was approved in 
2014 as an Indiana Bicentennial Nature Trust Con-
servation Area, one of fi ve such designated project 
areas in the state. Its goal is to help connect pro-
tected natural areas along the Little Calumet River, 
which meanders at this location and contains an 
actively forming oxbow, as well as a small island.  
Originally part of the Hokanson family farm, the 
property includes both banks of the river and fea-
tures a spring. While there are no plans for direct 
public access at this time, paddlers will be able to 
travel through the area.

Porter County Parks was honored for its Pond and Prairie Restoration 
Project. Pictured are (from left) Laura Henderson, Walter Lenckos, War-

ren Buckler, Myrna Newgent and Kris Krouse.

The organization also has acquired a 10-acre bo-
real fl atwoods habitat within the Ambler Flatwoods 
Project area in Michigan City. The property, located 
near U.S. 12 and Meer Road, was donated by area 
residents Jannine and Glenn Aldinger. It will pro-
vide a buffer for the wooded wetlands and wildlife 
habitat found within nearby Ambler Flatwoods, a 
353-acre state-dedicated nature preserve.

The preserve is home to rare plants, including 
some species that are more commonly found in loca-
tions further north.

Shirley Heinze Land Trust has been protecting 
and preserving natural land since 1981. Five of its 
properties – Cressmoor Prairie, Seidner Dune & 
Swale, John Merle Coulter Preserve, Barker Woods 
and Ambler Flatwoods – have been dedicated as 
state nature preserves. Visit www.heinzetrust.org, 
call (219) 242-8558 or access its facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/heinzetrust for more details. 

Warren J. Attar, Agent
My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com 

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

219-874-2454
www.MichianaMechanical.com

Dryness a Problem 
in Your Home?

• Improve your comfort – reduce static 
shock, itchy skin, dry noses and scratchy 
throats

• Protect your well-being – help reduce the 
symptoms of upper respiratory ailments

• Save energy – enjoy comfort at lower 
temperatures

• Preserve your furnishings – protect 
woodwork from cracking

Not valid on prior service or with other offers.  Offer good at Michiana Mechanical.  Expires 
Dec. 31, 2016

WHOLE-HOME HUMIDIFIER

$100 Off

Install today… feel comfortable tonight!

Whole-Home Humidifi er
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COACHMAN ANTIQUE MALL 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
HUGE STOREWIDE SALE

December 2, 3 and 4
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10 - 5 • SUNDAY NOON TO 5 
Delivery Available

Truck Loads Of New Merchandise Weekly
500 Lincolnway • LaPorte, Indiana • (219) 326-5933 

PERSONAL CHECKS WITH PROPER ID

u  t
a

Debit Cards
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JROTC Boasts Strong Performance at Competition

Cadets display the many trophies earned during the competition.

Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Junior 
Reserve Offi cer Training Corps delivered a strong 
performance in a military skills competition Nov. 19 
at the school.

The Wolves fi nished fi rst in six out of 11 events 
against seven other schools from Indiana and Chica-
go. Five of the fi rst-place fi nishes were in nine close-
order drill categories. They also scored four third-
place fi nishes, thereby placing in every drill category.

The events, place and cadet commanders are:
Event  Place  Commander

Unarmed Platoon 1st  Capt. Arturo Moreno
Armed Platoon 3rd 1st  Sgt. Michael Livengood
Armed Exhibition 1st 2nd Lt. Damon Adams
Unarmed Exhibition 3rd 2nd Lt. Ana Nowatzke
Armed Squad 1st 1st  Lt. Pauline Lutton
Color Guard A 1st 1st  Sgt. Michael Livengood
Color Guard B 3rd 2nd  Lt. Ana Nowatzke
Personnel Inspection 3rd Capt. Arturo Moreno
1st Year Squad  1st Cpl. Tyler Stockley
Marksmanship  1st 1st Lt. Pauline Lutton

The meet was sponsored by Michiana Marines, 
the local chapter of the Marine Corps League.   
Judges came from the Purdue University Navy/Ma-
rine Corps ROTC. The MCJROTC Booster Club ran 
the concession stand and provided meal support to 
the cadets. 

“This has to be one of our best drill meets,” Master 
Sgt. Jeff Benak, the Marine instructor, said. “Our 
cadets drilled great, and we received many compli-
ments from the visiting schools as to how profes-
sionally the meet functioned.”

Maj. Tom McGrath, the senior Marine instructor, 
also had high praise for the cadets, but was cautious 
about providing too many platitudes.

“The kids really have worked hard in prepar-
ing for this fi rst meet,” he said. “However, we have 
many more meets to go. Our next meet, Dec. 3 in 
Chicago, will be a real test, as Navy Nationals fi nal-
ists East Aurora and Zion Benton will be there.”   

In preparing for the meet, the cadets also must 
adapt to winter sports being in full swing when com-
peting for practice time in the gym, as well as support-
ing school and community events such as the “One 
City One Sound” concert and Toys for Tots campaign.

The Armed Exhibition Platoon executes its routine.

219.879.9140
312.343.9143
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Snowfl ake Parade
The Michigan City Snowfl ake Parade returns to 

Franklin Street at 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3.
The parade begins at 10th Street and proceeds 

north to Fourth Street, where caroling around the 
tree is planned at Michigan City Public Library, 
followed by the annual ceremony of turning on the 
Festival of Lights in Washington Park at 4:30 p.m.

Cookie decorating is from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at  At 
the Beach, 1222 W. Fourth St. Santa’s Chalet, usu-
ally at Seventh and Franklin streets, will be relo-
cated to the parking lot near the courthouse dur-
ing the parade. Storefronts will be decorated with a 
“Christmas Around the World” theme.

Pre-Release Book Signing
Patty Carroll will discuss the images behind her 

new photo book, “Anonymous Women,” at 6 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 2, at Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 
W. Second St.

The event is part of the First Friday Art Walk, 
which runs from 5 to 8 p.m. Copies of the book, set 
for a January release, will be available for sale, with 
prints on display.

“Anonymous Women” is a series of “un-portraits,” 
as Carroll calls them, of women draped in lush tex-
tiles, home appliances, common foods and items 
that refl ect daily domestic life. Her portraits are 
politically loaded, with historical and gender-based 
baggage.

“The work is from my ongoing obsession with the 
idea of home — what it means, where it is and what 
it feels and looks like,” she explains.

Carroll has taught photography at School of the 
Art Institute Chicago, Columbia College Chicago, 
The Institute of Design at Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology and the Royal College of Art in London. Her 
photographs have won international competitions 
and been featured in magazines and blogs, includ-
ing Huffi ngton Post.

Debuting during First Friday in NIPSCO Art Ed-
ucation Studios is Area Artists’ Association member 
Larry (Lars) Jensen’s sculptural exhibit, “Ect., Ect., 
Ect.” His handcrafted pieces made of wood and bo-
tanicals run through Jan. 2.

Also in the NIPSCO Art Education Studios is “All 
Buttoned Up,” which features mixed-media paint-
ings by Kimberly Jensen Stout. The artist uses old 
buttons as decorative elements, resulting in layered 
compositions. The exhibit runs through Jan. 7.

Visitors also can view “The Hunt-The Prey-The 
Spirit,” an all-woman show focused on the portrayal 
of animals. The diverse pieces consist of vegan and 
rogue taxidermy, installation, sculpture, printmak-
ing and drawing. It runs through Jan. 7.

Admission during First Friday is free. Visit lu-
beznikcenter.org or call (219) 874-4900 for more in-
formation.

Gourmet To-Go Dinners
Fresh Seafood    Sandwiches    Salads

Professional Catering

Restaurant Quality Seafood  
to Prepare at Home

14939 Red Arrow Hwy., Lakeside, MI
Tuesday – Sunday, 11am – 8pm

ETHICAL 
SOURCING

VERSATILE  
SELECTION

“My customers look to 

me to help them make 

a good decision on a 
loan that is tailored to 

their needs.” 307 West Buffalo Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

Cheryl Hamilton
Mortgage Lender,
NMLS 436346

cheryl.hamilton@bankwithmutual.com

269.469.5552

269.325.0272
bankwithmutual.com

Enjoy the season in a 
new home of your own! 
Contact Mortgage Lender, 
Cheryl Hamilton to make a 
quality loan decision with 
which you can truly live.

‘Tis the Season
 to purchase a home
 in New Buffalo!
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• Decorating Gingerbread Houses on Thurs-
day, Dec. 1, at Hageman Library, 100 Francis 
St., Porter.

Adults and children 5 and older can participate in 
the free program. Materials will be provided, but can-
dy donations will be accepted. Space is limited, so reg-
istration is required for each of the six sessions held 
every half hour from 1 to 4 p.m. Call (219) 926-9080.

• Teen Library Council from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 1, in the Thomas Library Ber-
tha Wood Meeting Room, 200 W. Indiana Ave.

Teens in grades 6-12 can recommend library pro-
grams, books and other programs for Teen Services. 
Community service hours are available.

• Chesterton Writing Group from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 1, in the Thomas Library Ber-
tha Wood Meeting Room.

The group is open to adult writers – fi ction or 
nonfi ction — of all levels, whether published or un-
published. Attendees share their work and learn 
about publishing.

• Family Coloring Friday Nights from 5 to 7 
p.m. Fridays at Hageman Library.

Materials are provided, but patrons can take 
their own. No registration is necessary.

• Make-N-Take Holiday Ornament Craft Time 
on Saturdays in December at Thomas Library.

Stop by the children’s department to make a new 
holiday ornament while supplies last.

• Knitting Together from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 4, at Westchester Township History Mu-
seum, 700 W. Porter Ave.

Area knitters, and those who crochet or do nee-
dlework, are invited.

• Novel Conversations with Edward Kelsey 
Moore from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, at 
the Baugher Center (formerly Library Service 
Center),  100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Moore is the author of “The Supremes at Earls 
All-You-Can-Eat,” which is set in Plainview, Ind. 
The program is part of the library’s Indiana bicen-
tennial celebration. The book will be discussed as 

part of the “Popular Books” meeting 
at 2 p.m. Monday, Dec. 5, at Thomas 
Library.

• Adult Coloring Program 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
6, at Hageman Library.

Registration is necessary and can 
be done in person or by calling (219) 
926-9080.

• Pokemon League from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Tuesdays at Thomas Library.

The program is aimed at children in fi rst grade 
and older. Attendees learn to make decks of 60 cards. 
They don’t need to take anything unless wanting to 
take a starter pack of cards.

• Holiday program at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
7, at Westchester Township History Museum.

Joan Costello will lead caroling around the Hill-
strom organ.

• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Wednesdays in the Thomas Library Ber-
tha Wood Meeting Room.

Aimed at children in third grade and older, at-
tendees learn beginning crochet from Sadie Steciuch. 
Children should take a size G crochet hook and skein 
of medium weight yarn. Class size is limited, and 
registration is required by calling (219) 926-7696.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:

Moore

Since 1950

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair
1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com

Gift Certificates Available

UPDATE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
WALLPAPER 20% OFF

Prepasted • Washable • Strippable

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds
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On Oct. 15, 2016, Jonathan A. Tiedeman and 
Kristin Cockrell fulfi lled the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony at St. John Chrysostum Antiochian Or-
thodox Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., with Father Mi-
chael Sakran presiding.

Anna Steele (Fort Wayne), friend of the bride, 
served as Matron of Honor. Joseph Hannon (La 
Porte), friend of the groom, served as Best Man.  
Master Andrew LaHayne (Harmony, Fla.), nephew 
of the groom, served as Ring Bearer.  

Jonathan, the son of John and Becky Wildhart-
Tiedeman (Long Beach), is a 2013 graduate from 
Valparaiso University’s double master’s degree 
program in school psychology and is employed as a 
school psychologist within a California school dis-
trict. Kristin, daughter of Joseph Cockrell Sr. and 
Sandra Cockrell (Fort Wayne), is a 2016 graduate 
from Purdue University-Fort Wayne’s Bachelor of 
Health and Human Services program, and is em-
ployed as a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit nurse in 
California. They live in Pittsburg, Calif.  

Tiedeman-Cockrell Wedding

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING
(219) 363-9367 

4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

1010 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window fi lm

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window fi lm. 
All Films Reduce 99% UV

MELODY’S WHOLE 
HOUSE ESTATE SALE
Conducting Professional Estate Sales for 26 Years.

Fully Insured and Bonded. Family Owned and Operated

We offer professionally 
conducted estate, 

downsizing & moving 
sales done in your 

Home!

Call for your Free in HOME Evaluation

574.355.1500 MELODY
574.355.1600 TOM

574.753.8695 OFFICE

MKOLKE@AOL.COM 
www.melodysestatesale.com

“We LOVE what we do” ~ Melody

WALL
Constructors, LLC

117 West Seventh Street   Michigan City, IN 46360117 West Seventh Street   Michigan City, IN 46360
219-879-8291219-879-8291

Fax 219-879-8211   email: wallconstructors@sbcglobal.netFax 219-879-8211   email: wallconstructors@sbcglobal.net

Four Generations of Quality ConstructionFour Generations of Quality Construction

• Design• Design

• New • New 
ConstructionConstruction

• Additions• Additions

• Renovations• Renovations

• Residential• Residential

• Commercial• Commercial
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Night in Bethlehem
First Presbyterian Church, 121 W. Ninth St., will 

present “Night in Bethlehem” from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 4.

The family event includes shops, opportunities to 
make jewelry, clay pots or pretzels, and food such as 
baklava.

Christmas Cantata
The Christmas cantata “Oh Night Divine” is at 3 

p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, at the La Porte Salvation Army 
Chapel, 3240 Monroe St.

The program is presented by St. John’s Lutheran 
Church Jubilee Ensemble and friends, directed by 
Sue Rosselli. The concert is free, with refreshments 
and fellowship afterward.

Winter Concerts
Lake Michigan Youth Orchestra will present two 

winter concerts, the fi rst at 7:30 p.m. EST Satur-
day, Dec. 3, at South Haven (Mich.) High School, 
600 Elkenburg St.

The orchestra features student musicians from 
grade school to college senior.

The Youth Symphony will perform selections 
from “The Nutcracker Suite,” along with Georges 
Bizet’s “Carmen Suite No. 1,” at the Dec. 3 concert.

The second concert, which features the Youth 
Symphony, Encore Strings and Concert Strings, is 
at 4 p.m. EST Sunday, Dec. 11, at Bridgman (Mich.) 
High School, 9964 Gast Road.

Tickets, which are available at the door, cost $5 
for adults and $3 for seniors and students. Contact 
the symphony offi ce at (269) 982-4030 or visit www.
smso.org for more details.

Trails Advisory Board
The Department of Natural Resources is seeking 

nominations for fi ve openings on the state’s Trails 
Advisory Board.

Nominations will be accepted Dec. 1-30. The 
openings are for representatives from environmen-
tal groups, hikers, mountain bikers, trail support 
groups and users with disabilities. Nominees should 
be involved with a local or statewide trails-oriented 
organization.

If selected for the board, members are expected 
to serve a three-year term starting March 1, 2017. 
Meetings are the fi rst Thursday of March, Septem-
ber and December, and the last Thursday in June. 
All meetings start at 3 p.m., and locations vary 
throughout the state. 

The 15-member voluntary TAB advises DNR Di-
rector Cam Clark on trails-related issues. Members 
also report on news from their user groups and share 
pertinent trail information with their constituents.

Having a TAB is required for Indiana to receive 
Recreational Trails Program funds through the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway 
Administration. The state distributes $1.2 million 
in RTP grant funding to acquire and develop multi-
use trails for motorized and non-motorized use. 

More details about the TAB and nomination in-
formation are at dnr.IN.gov/outdoor/4094.htm

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• South Shore Scribes at 6 p.m. Thursdays, 

Dec. 1 and 15. 
The writing group meets the fi rst and third 

Thursdays each month.
• Free Gentle Flow Yoga at 12:15 p.m. Satur-

day, Dec. 3.
Certifi ed yoga instructor Lauralee Sikorski em-

phasizes deep breathing and releasing stress. Take 
a mat and wear comfortable attire, and come on an 
empty stomach.

• Understanding Your Dreams at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 3.

Experienced dream therapist Terese Fabbri leads 
the workshop for people interested in dreams and 
their signifi cance.

• An Evening with Santa Claus at 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6. 

The program designed for children birth to 10 
and accompanied by an adult includes stories and 
songs. Take a camera for photos with Santa. 

• Story Time with Santa Claus at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. 

The program designed for children birth to 10 
and accompanied by an adult includes stories and 
songs. Take a camera for photos with Santa. 

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.
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Pioneer Land Christmas Open House
Pioneer Land will present its annual Christmas 

Open House from 3 to 8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
Dec. 3-4, at La Porte County Fairgrounds, 2581 W. 
Indiana 2, La Porte.

Pioneer Land will be decorated with handmade 
period creations in keeping with the theme of the  
1840s. All 12 buildings are open, while draft horse 
wagon rides are available depending upon the 
weather.

The event is free. Visit pioneerland.org for more 
details.

Santa at the Museum
Santa, along with the La Porte Little Theatre cast 

of “Miracle on 34th St.,” will be at La Porte County 
Historical Society Museum starting at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 3.

Santa will meet with children, while the cast will 
sing carols from noon to 1 p.m.

(The show opens Dec. 10.)
Holiday decorations will remain up through the 

fi rst week in January. The theme is “Season’s Greet-
ings!,” with the Historical Society’s vast collection of 
antique Christmas cards on display. Trees in period 
rooms are decorated with ornaments from their re-
spective pasts. 

A La Porte tradition for many years, the Giese 
Church is on display in the museum’s lower level. 
The miniature choir and minister still make their 
ways to the front of the church just like they have 
every Christmas for more than 60 years.

The museum is located at 2405 Indiana Ave. in 
La Porte. Call (219) 324-6767 or visit www.laporte-
countyhistory.org for more details.

Showing Some LOVE

Coolspring Elementary School celebrated American Education Week on Nov. 14-18 with a number of special events, including a family book fair, 
special activities involving math and a “stop, drop and read” day. For a big fi nish on Friday, students and staff encircled the building to give it

 (and one another) a huge, schoolwide hug.

Lampshade Specialty Shoppe

says THANKS for another season

STOREWIDE HOLIDAY SALE! STOREWIDE HOLIDAY SALE! 
30-50% OFF ALL IN STOCK ITEMS 30-50% OFF ALL IN STOCK ITEMS 

(Consigned Items 10% Only)(Consigned Items 10% Only)

LARGE SELECTION OF VINTAGE FLOOR LAMPSLARGE SELECTION OF VINTAGE FLOOR LAMPS
Great for moveable light

LAMPS - Vintage and New, including Stained Glass
LAMPSHADES, SILVER JEWELRY and HAWAIIAN ISLAND ART

NEW - BACKROOM BARGAINSNEW - BACKROOM BARGAINS

Order replacement shades now 
to be delivered this spring. 

Store will be closed December 19th through March 31st

FR•SA•SU•MO 12-5 (MI)   •   269-469-2742
900 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, MI
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Michigan City 
High School stu-
dents recently 
found a surprise 
when they arrived 
at school: Teachers 
stuck Post-it notes 
with positive mes-
sages on all 2,000 
lockers, classroom 
doors, windows, 
computer screens 
and restroom mir-
rors.

Post-its read: 
“You are awe-
some!”; “You are 
not alone”; “Be 

brave”; “Got your back”; “You are powerful.” A few 
members of the school’s Poetry, Japanese and Bible 
clubs stayed after school to help teachers with the 
Post-its. After about an hour of sticking and taping, 
the school was transformed.

The reaction?
“Kids were amazed that someone took all the time 

to do all the Post-its,” said teacher Julie Geyer, who 
found the idea online and suggested it to the group 
of teachers who coordinated the project.

“As soon as students realized what was happen-
ing, they were really excited to fi nd their locker to 
read the message. And, of course, there were lots of 
pics taken to post on their social media pages.”

Post-it Surprise

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 

Road, Michigan City, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6.  
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit redcrossblood.org for more details.

ASL Game Day 
The Purdue University Northwest American Sign 

Language Club and Indiana Dunes Visitor Center 
will co-host the fi rst American Sign Language game 
day from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, at the visitor 
center, 1215 N. Indiana 49.

The event, open to hearing and non-hearing com-
munity members, will offer participants the oppor-
tunity to learn new signs through interactive games 
led by ASL faculty members. 

Children will learn about the Indiana Dunes, dis-
cover what it takes to become an Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore junior ranger and earn prizes by 
participating in activities or fi nding hidden Mickey 
Mouse symbols in Art Walk murals.

Guests are encouraged to communicate using 
ASL. The event’s primary language is ASL, with in-
terpretation into spoken English. 

More details are available by contacting Karen 
Donah, American Sign Language continuing lectur-
er, at kdonah@pnw.edu

Holiday Pop-Up Gallery 
ECLECTICA’s holiday pop-up gallery kicks off 

from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2, in Down Gallery, 
located downstairs at Revive Consignments, 523 
Franklin St.

Items have been gathered or handmade by three 
women who have been producing, designing or col-
lecting art, jewelry and clothing for years.

Anneke Dekker-Olthof is the former designer/
owner of ANKO Fashions. Kathy Dennis is a col-
lector of Native American and indigenous tribal ob-
jects, jewelry and art. Graphic designer Dani Lane 
is a fashion devotee and collector.

Joining them are three photographers — Gloria 
Newcomb, Jack Lane and Kyron Williams — as 
well as Sue Quiriconi’s lake glass and fossil jewelry, 
Kathi Millet’s wire weaving and wrapping jewelry, 
and pieces by Staara.

ECLECTICA also will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Dec. 10-11 and 17-18.
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Candy Cane Express
Santa’s Candy Cane Express will run Dec. 3-4 and 

10-11 at Hesston Steam Museum, 1201 E. County 
Road 1000 North, La Porte.

Visitors can ride the Candy Cane Express in open 
or enclosed railroad coaches on a 2 1/2-mile railway 
line through the woods and past lakes and farm 
fi elds. Meanwhile, Santa waits for children in a vin-
tage 1900s caboose.

Doc’s Soda Fountain will be open for breakfast at 
9 a.m., with Spire of La Porte serving meals. Chil-
dren can greet Santa when he arrives at 11:30 a.m. 
Santa will remain on the museum grounds to meet 
with children. Trains start running at noon and con-
tinue through 5 p.m. Fare are $5 for adults, while 
children 3-12 cost $3. Children 3 and younger are 
free.

To support the U.S. Marine Corps, visitors can 
bring a new unwrapped toy for the Toys for Tots 
drive and receive a free train ride.

Visit www.hesston.org or call (219) 778-2783 for 
additional information.

Crafts for the Holidays
Independent Cat Society will present “Crafts for 

the Holidays” from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, 
at the Westville American Legion, 107 Flynn Road.

The event includes cat toys, catnip and other 
crafts made by ICS volunteers to benefi t the shelter.

Call (219) 785-4936, email shelter@catsociety.org 
or visit www.catsociety.org for details.

Nov. 22, 2016
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Bitchin Bowlers  35 9
2. Queen Pins 29 15
3. Bowling Beauties 27 13
3. Alley Katz 27 17
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Tammy Nelmar  191
2. Sue Labovitz  177
3. Debra Smith  156
3. Sue Luegers  156 
4. Dottie Brinkman  149
SPLITS
Robyn Rice 5-6-10, 1-2-3-5-7
Peg King 5-10               
STRIKES
Tammy Nelmar 4
Debra Smith 3

❑

More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

Gallery

Grand
Opening!

Custom Framing | Giclée Printing | Fine Art | Creative Design

December 2nd from 5-8pm
First Friday

607 Franklin St
Michigan City, IN

(219) 877-4420
www.SFCgallery.com

in the Uptown Arts District at the old Walnut Ink Space
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HOME LENDERTalk to your local

E X C E P T I O N A L  S E R V I C S E N S I B L E  A D V I C E ®

Member FDIC horizonbank.com

Mary Vrska
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950

NMLS# 586279

Anniversary Christmas Concert
The 150th Anniversary Christmas Concert, fea-

turing Michigan City Community Chorus under Lee 
Meyer’s direction, is from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 4, at St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 
Church, 411 W. 11th St.

Admission is a non-perishable food items for Sa-
cred Heart Food Panty.

Christmas Grand Opening
Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St., will kick 

off an annual holiday tradition with the grand open-
ing of its Christmas display from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 3.

View three fl oors of decorated rooms during the 
event, which includes self-guided and guided tours, 
cocoa and tea, and children’s crafts.

The cost is $8 for adults and $5 for youth 15 and 
younger. Visit www.barkermansion.com for details.

Holiday Art Celebration
Southern Shore Art Association, 724 Franklin 

St., will present its “Holiday Art Celebration” dur-
ing First Friday Art Walk from 5 to 8 p.m. Dec. 2. 

The exhibit will feature art with subjects by mem-
bers and guest artists, including paintings, photog-
raphy, sculpture, glasswork and fi ber art. 

Gallery hours are noon to 5 p.m. Friday through 
Sunday. Visit www.southernshoreartassociation.
com for details.

Christmas Candlelight Tour
The 17th Annual Christmas Candlelight Tour, 

presented by People Engaged in Preservation, is 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 4.

The tour, supported by Visit Michigan City La 
Porte tourism bureau and the La Porte mayor’s of-
fi ce, features fi ve historic homes, a church and a 
boutique. Tickets are $20 in advance, or $25 at the 
door. Advance tickets are available through Friday, 
Dec. 2, at:
• La Porte — Arbor Hill Inn, Coachman Antique 

Mall, CO-OP Shoppes, Judee’s Boutique, La 
Porte County Historical Society Museum, Plain 
& Fancy Antiques, Posh Day Spa, Temple News 
Agency and Town & Country Florist.

• Michigan City — The Antique Market and Ho-
ity Toity.

• New Buffalo — The Villager.
Day of tickets can be purchased at La Porte New 

Church — Swedenborgian. Call (219) 362-5712 or 
(219) 363-7485 for additional information.

Winter WellnessLand
Winter WellnessLand returns to The Crossing at 

La Porte Hospital, including photos with Santa in 
exchange for non-perishable food items, from 4 to 6 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6, at The Crossing, 1203 Wash-
ington St., La Porte.

New this year are holiday movie shorts with 
popcorn at 4:15, 4:45 and 5:15 p.m. Also planned is 
information on how to beat stress at the holidays, 
healthy holiday recipes and information on well-
ness classes and membership at The Crossing.

To keep the Santa line moving quickly, organizers 
ask that there be one photo only per family. Photos 
will be printed and mailed to families upon request, 
and families are welcome to take their own.

Call (219) 326-2048 for more information.

MAPLE CITY TREE SPECIALISTS
PROFESSIONALS IN ALL YOUR TREE CARE NEEDS

Removal  Fire Wood
Topping  Storm Damage
Trimming Free Estimates Insured
Snow Plowing  Commercial
Preservations  Residential

Dennis Jeffers Sr.  219-393-3155
37 Years Experience 

maplecitytree@comcast.net

1807 E. LINCOLNWAY
VALPARAISO, IN

Lisa Snyder
Design/Sales Consultant

Free In-Home Design Services 
By Appointment: (219) 465-0545, Ext. 248
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“The Nutcracker”
The Pokagon Fund will present “The Nutcracker” 

at 1 and 5 p.m. EST Saturday, Dec. 3, at New Buf-
falo Performing Arts Center, 1112 E. Clay St.

The performance is free to residents of Chikam-
ing, New Buffalo and Three Oaks townships. Other-
wise, the cost is $12 for adults and $8 for children. 
Tickets are available at the center the day of the 
performances.

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following program is available:

• Monthly Stargazing Program at 4:20 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, Kemil Beach parking area.

Chicago Astronomical Society members will take 
telescopes so visitors can get a closer look at the 
night sky. For December, the focus is the crescent 
moon with its craters until twilight ends. After 
dark, the focus will shift to star clusters, colored 
double stars and visible galaxies.

The Kemil Beach parking lot is located at 27 N. 
East State Park Boundary Road, Chesterton.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street in 
Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Historical Society Calendars

La Porte County Historical Society’s 2017 calendars are available for sale 
at the museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte. This year’s theme features 

La Porte County high schools past and present. From cheerleaders 
to basketball teams, faculty to prom, an array of old photos are shown 

on each page. The cost is $12. Call (219) 324-6767 or email info@
laportecountyhistory.org for details. Pictured are students from Clinton 

Township High School forming a “C” in 1956. 
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Activities to Explore 
In the Area: 
Dec. 1 — “One City, One Sound,” 7 p.m., Michi-

gan City High School gymnasium, 8466 Pahs Road. 
Free; donations of canned good/non-perishable food 
item for Salvation Army.

Dec. 2 — First Friday Art Walk, 5-8 p.m., Uptown 
Arts District (downtown Michigan City).

Dec. 2 — “Holiday Art Celebration,” 5-8 p.m., 
Southern Shore Art Association, 724 Franklin St. 
Info: www.southernshoreartassociation.com

Dec. 2 — ECLECTICA holiday pop-up gallery, 
4-8 p.m., Down Gallery (downstairs at Revive Con-
signments, 523 Franklin St.)

Dec. 2 — Pre-release book signing, Patty Carroll’s 
“Anonymous Women,” 6 p.m., Lubeznik Center for 
the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Info: lubeznikcenter.org, 
(219) 874-4900.

Dec. 2 — Debut, Larry Jensen sculptural exhibit, 
“Ect., Ect., Ect.,” 5-8 p.m., Lubeznik Center for the 
Arts, 101 W. Second St. Info: lubeznikcenter.org, 
(219) 874-4900.

Dec. 2-3 — Madrigal Dinner, First United Meth-
odist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Seating: 6 p.m., 
Tickets: $35/$240 table for 8. Reservations: (219) 
362-1421.

Dec. 2-4, 8-11 — “Seven Nuns at Las Vegas,” 
Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. Times: 7:30 
p.m. Thur.-Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $12, $10/
Thursday shows, youth 12 & younger. Reservations: 
www.footlightplayers.org, (219) 874-4035.

Dec. 2-5 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., Three 
Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Christine.” Rated R. 
Times: 6 p.m. Fri.-Mon. Also: “Coming Through the 
Rye.” Rated PG-13. Times: 9 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 3 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. All times Eastern. Info: vickerstheatre.com

Dec. 3 — Independent Cat Society “Crafts for the 
Holidays,” 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Westville American Le-
gion, 107 Flynn Road.

Dec. 3 — Christmas display opening, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. Cost: $8/
adults, $5/youth 15 & younger. Info: www.barker-
mansion.com

Dec. 3 — Santa at the Museum, 10 a.m., La Porte 
County Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana 
Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767, visit www.laportecounty-
history.org

Dec. 3 — Free Gentle Flow Yoga, 12:15 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 3 — County Historian Fern Eddy Schultz 
program, “The Rest of the Story,” 1 p.m., La Porte 
County Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana 
Ave., La Porte.

Dec. 3 — “The Nutcracker,” 1 & 5 p.m. EST, 
New Buffalo Performing Arts Center, 1112 E. Clay 
St. Free/Chikaming, New Buffalo and Three Oaks 
townships residents. At door/everyone else: $12/
adults, $8/children.

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

Typesetting
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Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

Dec. 3 — Understanding Your Dreams, 2 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 3 — Michigan City Snowfl ake Parade, 3 
p.m., Franklin Street. Annual Festival of Lights 
ceremony, 4:30 p.m., Washington Park.

Dec. 3 — Monthly Stargazing Program, 4:20 
p.m., Kemil Beach parking area, 27 N. East State 
Park Road, Chesterton. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Dec. 3-4 — Christmas Candlelight Tour, 4-8 p.m. 
Sat./1-5 p.m. Sun., La Porte. Tickets: $20/advance, 
$25/door. Info: (219) 362-5712, (219) 363-7485.

Dec. 3-4 — Candy Cane Express, Hesston Steam 
Museum, 1201 E. County Road 1000 North, La 
Porte. Rides: Noon-5 p.m. Cost: $5/adults, $3/chil-
dren 3-12, free/children 3 & younger. Info: (219) 
778-2783, www.hesston.org

Dec. 3-4 — Pioneer Land annual Christmas Open 
House, 3-8 p.m., La Porte County Fairgrounds, 2581 
W. Indiana 2, La Porte. Free. Info: pioneerland.org

Dec. 4 — Novel Conversations with Edward 
Kelsey Moore, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Westchester Public 
Library Baugher Center (formerly Library Service 
Center),  100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Dec. 4 — Purdue University Northwest Ameri-
can Sign Language Club game day, 2-4 p.m., Indi-
ana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49.

Dec. 4 — Christmas cantata, “Oh Night Divine,” 
3 p.m., La Porte Salvation Army Chapel, 3240 Mon-
roe St. Free.

Dec. 4 — 150th Anniversary Christmas Concert, 
3:30-4:30 p.m., St. Mary of the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 411 W. 11th St. Admission: non-perish-
able food items for Sacred Heart Food Panty.

Dec. 4 — Astronaut Jerry Ross, Purdue Univer-
sity Northwest Sinai Forum, 4 p.m., James B. Dwor-
kin Student Services and Activities Complex, 1401 
S. U.S. 421. Tickets/info: www.pnw.edu/sinai-forum

Dec. 5 — FOL Community Forum, Great De-
pression’s impact on Berrien County, 6:30 p.m. EST, 
New Buffalo Public Library, 33 N. Thompson St. 
Info: (269) 469-2933.

Dec. 6 — An Evening with Santa Claus, 5:30 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 7 — Story Time with Santa Claus, 10 a.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Through Dec. 28 — Holiday Artisan Market, 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
Info: lubeznikcenter.org, (219) 874-4900.

Through Jan. 6, 2017 — Exhibit, Dorothy Graden, 
Laurel Izard & Edwin Shelton, Visit Michigan City 
La Porte. Opening reception: 5-8 p.m. Nov. 18.

In the Region
Dec. 3 — Lake Michigan Youth Orchestra win-

ter concert, 7:30 p.m. EST, South Haven (Mich.) 
High School, 600 Elkenburg St. Tickets: $5/adults, 
$3/seniors & students. Info: (269) 982-4030, www.
smso.org

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment BoutiqueUpscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYSCLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PMSUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

Come Together.Come Together.
Right Now.Right Now.

Happy, Healthy Holidays!Happy, Healthy Holidays!
20% off all jewelry thru December 20% off all jewelry thru December 

Superb Consigners/Premium LabelsSuperb Consigners/Premium Labels

Taking Winter Consignments • Appointments AppreciatedTaking Winter Consignments • Appointments Appreciated
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De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

On December 1, 1824, the presidential election 
was turned over to the House of Representatives 
to break a four-way deadlock between John Quincy 
Adams, Andrew Jackson, William Crawford, and 
Henry Clay. Adams was declared the victor.
On December 1, 1880, the fi rst telephone was in-
stalled in the White House.
On December 1, 1913, in Pittsburg, Gulf Refi ning 
Co. opened the world’s fi rst drive-in gasoline sta-
tion. Motorists, up until that time, were accustomed 
to buying gas in garages and livery stables.
On December 1, 1927, Chicago’s fi rst contract air-
mail plane landed at Municipal (now Midway) Air-
port.
On December 1, 1955, in Montgomery, Ala., black 
seamstress Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to 
give a white man her seat on a city bus. As a result 
of her arrest, the law requiring blacks to sit in the 
back of buses was eventually struck down by the 
United States Supreme Court.
On December 1, 1957, the last wood and steel 
transit car was taken off the Chicago Rapid Transit 
lines.
On December 2, 1816, the fi rst savings bank to 
operate in the U.S. opened for business under the 
name of the “Philadelphia Savings Fund Society.”
On December 2, 1834, the Chicago Lyceum, the 
forerunner of Chicago’s library system, was formed 
by a group of book intellectuals.
On December 2, 1942, below the football stadium 
at the University of Chicago, a group of scientists, 
led by Enrico Fermi, for the fi rst time demonstrated 
a self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction.
On December 2, 2001, Houston based Enron, in 
one of the largest bankruptcies in U.S. history, fi led 
for Chapter 11 protection.
On December 3, 1833, Ohio’s Oberlin College 
opened, becoming the fi rst coeducational college in 
the United States.
On December 3, 1925, in New York’s Carnegie 
Hall, George Gershwin performed as a soloist, play-
ing his Concerto in F. It was the fi rst public perfor-
mance of a jazz concerto for piano in musical history.
On December 3, 1947, Tennessee Williams’ “A 
Streetcar Named Desire” opened on Broadway.
On December 3, 1948, the famous Pumpkin Pa-
pers came to light with the revelation that microfi lm 
of secret documents was found hidden inside a hol-
low pumpkin on the farm of Whittaker Chambers. 
Chambers, a former communist agent, claimed he

HORIZON
AWNING

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades

Canvas Repairs

Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329
800-513-2940
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

received the papers from Alger Hiss.
On December 3, 1967, in Cape Town, South Africa, 
Dr. Christian Barnard performed the fi rst human 
heart transplant. The patient, Louis Washkansky, 
lived with the new heart for 18 days.
On December 4, 1783, George Washington retired 
as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army.
On December 4, 1875, New York’s William “Boss” 
Tweed, the former leader of Tammany Hall, escaped 
from prison while serving a sentence for swindling. 
He was later captured in Spain.
On December 4, 1942, President Franklin Roos-
evelt ordered the dismantling of the Works Progress 
Administration, which had been created to provide 
jobs during the Depression.
On December 4, 1979, City Supervisor Diane 
Feinstein became the fi rst female mayor of San 
Francisco, replacing the assassinated Mayor George 
Moscone.
On December 4, 1996, the Mars Pathfi nder lifted 
off from Cape Canaveral, FL, and began its 310-mil-
lion mile odyssey to explore the red planet.
On December 5, 1929, the “American League of 
Physical Culture,” the fi rst nudist organization in 
America, was established. While December would 
not seem to be the best time of the year to go around 
without clothes, the enterprise appears to have 
fl ourished.
On December 5, 1978, Pioneer Venus 1 began 
beaming back its fi rst information and pictures of 
Venus.
On December 6, 342, Saint Nicholas, an archbish-
op of Myra, is reported to have died at the age of 38 
or 39. Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of Russia, 
mariners, youth, and virgins. From earliest times 
he has been one of the saints most often pictured, 
and is especially noted for his charity. Santa Claus, 
and the presentation of yuletide gifts, derived from 
the works of Saint Nicholas.
On December 6, 1923, Calvin Coolidge’s address 
to a joint session of Congress marked the fi rst time 
that a president’s speech was broadcast over the 
airways.
On December 6, 1933, liquor stores, bars and res-
taurants in America were jammed as, for the fi rst 
time in 13 years, one could legally get drunk.
On December 6, 1972, Apollo 17, America’s last 
mission to the Moon, blasted off from Cape Canav-
eral.
On December 7, 1842, the New York Philharmonic 
gave its fi rst concert, performing works by Ludwig 
van Beethoven and Maria von Weber.
On December 7, 1941, Japanese warplanes at-
tacked American and British territories and posses-
sions in the Pacifi c, including the home base of the 
U.S. Pacifi c Fleet at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.

Wo o dwo r k i n g  &  D e s i g n
Furniture & Cabinetry

� heirloom quality
handmade locally
� Leaded Glass �

� Carved Signs & Plaques �

V i s i t  o u r  s h o w r o o m
13400 Red Arrow Hwy, Harbert

269-469-5687
www.centeroftheworld.net

The Best Breakfast and Lunch Stop

444 Wabash 
(corner of 5th & Wabash)
Michigan City
Across from Lighthouse Place

Psst…Diehards - we still have
the best coffee in town!

Open Daily 6:15am to 6:00pm

(219) 874-7006

Frappéchinos, Fruit Smoothies
Bit of Swiss Pastries, Bulk Coffee

Panini Me
Buy One, Get 1/2 Off of Equal or Lesser Value

Expires 10/31/16 

GREAT BARISTAS = GREAT DRINKS
Free
WIFI

FINEST COFFEES ON THE SHORES OF LAKE MICHIGAN

Like 
us on 

facebook
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call  219-872-1217.

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
PROFESSIONAL BARTENDER FOR HIRE

Weddings, holiday or fun friend/family gatherings. No party
too large or small. 20 years experience in fine dining and
professional sports facility. Call today to book your special
event. Ask for Angie, or leave message, at (312) 806-0547

What’s going on in Town Government? 
www.longbeachviews.com

FIREWOOD: SEASONED, DELIVERED, STACKED.
Call (269) 756-3547.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

ADULT CARE

DONNA’S ELDERLY CARE
Your alternative to a nursing home specializing in all types of elderly 

care, including Alzheimer’s:
• Excellent 24 hour a day care.

* Private or semi-private rooms.
• Long-term stay.

• This is a ranch-type home (not an institution) with caring staff mem-
bers giving their full attention to those who can no longer live alone.

Owner — Donna Siegmund
Grand Beach & Michiana Shores Area

19688 Ash Court
New Buffalo, Mich.

(269) 469-3626
Licensed by the state of Michigan

License No. AS110263627
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured
Call us at 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 

Or visit www.visitingangels.com
IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
19 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Email home_matters_cleaning@yahoo.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 9 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
ESSENTIAL CLEANING 

Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling Cleanup, Business and 
Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and Commercial. Insured and 

references available.
Call Rebecca at 219-617-7746 or email 

essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net
SQUEAKY CLEAN: residential & commercial. Bonded/insured. Wkly, bi-

wkly, monthly. 20+ yrs exp. Free estimates. Joelle • (219) 561-3527.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. Affordable, reliable, experi-
enced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, deep cleaning, clea-

nout. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free estimate. 
(219) 229-0034

The Clean Queen will clean your home. Thorough, honest, refer-
ences available. Contact Alicia @ (219) 575-4606.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.
Also: doors, windows, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs. Winter

watch service. Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 

24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352.
STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Complete roof tear offs, 

vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 
Fully insured. 630-726-6466. Ask for Terry. 38 yrs. experience.

BILL SMART NEEDS PROJECTS – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • 
Painting and Tile. Call (269) 469-4407.

*********EASTCO BUILDERS/REMODLERS*********
New/remodel, additions, garages, decks porches, kitchens, bath-
rooms, framing, siding windows/doors, Egress, replacement, dry-

wall, finishing concrete/masonry, ceramic tile, install/replace/repair, 
service maintenance/winterization. 25-years experience. Licensed/

insured. (219) 229-4962. Like us on facebook.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.
DUNES ROOFING & MAINTENANCE. 

All types of roofing: rubber • shingles • metal & repairs.
Gutter cleaning. Over 27 yrs. exp. Locally owned business. Guaranteed
work. Licensed. Insured. Great ref. Reasonably priced. 219-229-9387

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  



December 1, 2016 Page 37
THE

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
SNOW REMOVAL, FALL CLEANUP, GUTTER CLEANING

yard work, mulching, weeding and odd jobs.
Call ABE at 219-210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Weedings, Clean-
ups, Mowing, Mulch, Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

RB’s SERVICES
Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (fall cleanup), snow. Haul away debris 

and other landscaping needs, handyman and carpentry work. Power 
washing. In business 29 yrs.  Roger 219-561-4008.

LAWN CLEANUP and LEAF RAKING.
Call 219-872-3898 or 219-861-9219.

ABC Lawn Care fall and leaf cleanup, including ornamental grasses. 
Call today for a free estimate. (219) 874-2887.
LLOYD TREE SERVICE & BRUSH REMOVAL

Trimming • Cutting • Removal • Stump removal. Reasonably Priced. 
219-229-5867

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Join our team! Miller Pizza By the Beach is taking applications at 1012 N. 

Karwick Road, MC. Full and part time. Apply within.
Marquette Catholic has an open position for certified ENL teacher/
dean. Full-time day schedule with benefits and housing, if needed. 

Email resume to mrichardson@marquette-hs.org
Marquette Catholic High School seeks: Girls JV Basketball Coach; 
Boys Volleyball Coach; Girls Volleyball Coach. Teaching/staff posi-
tions available. Send resume to katie.collignon@marquette-hs.org; 

jwhite@marquette-hs.org
Marquette Catholic High School seeks development/alumni coordi-
nator. Proven experience in philanthropic endeavors. Degreed and/
or appropriately certified in philanthropic work. Full-time w/benefits. 
Highlight experience in field. Resume to jwhite@marquette-hs.org

FOR SALE
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

Equilibrium Vacation Rentals LLC
We provide full service property management.

 (219) 898-1060 • equilibriumrentals@yahoo.com
Beachwalk Resort at STOP 7 has fully furnished homes, ranging 

from studio to 5 bedrooms available for monthly rent between Sept. 
15 and May 15. Monthly rates $900 to $2,500, INCLUDES utilities, 

cable and Internet. Please call (800) 814-7501 or email
 Julia@beachwalkresort.com for more information.

REAL ESTATE INVESTING

INVESTOR WANTED TO DEVELOP PRIME BEACH PROPERTY IN 
MICHIGAN CITY. sunterra@comcast.net, 219-872-4446.

RENTALS INDIANA
Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
Long Beach home for rent this season. Four bedroom, 11 beds, 2 

baths, recent renovation and gut remodel, available July 23-Sept. 30. 
Near Stop 26 beach in central Long Beach. Contact Rick at Century 

21 Middleton Co. at (773) 908-1969 or rremijas@hotmail.com
SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,

laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,
$625/month, references required, utilities included.

Call (219) 879-2195.
WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Utilities furnished. WiFi/TV incl. 

1BR $875/mo., Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.
Just one block from the lake! 3BR/1BA year-round apartment in 

Sheridan Beach. Lake facing deck, in-unit laundry, ample parking, 
A/C. $800/mo. + utilities. Call Tom at (773) 339-8141.

SHERIDAN BEACH RENTAL.
Walk over majestic dune to beach. 2BR/sleeping porch.

2 decks, W/D, two parking spaces. Nov. to June $750/mo.
Ready to go. 1st and last month deposit. 219-262-5154.

Long Beach. Stop 26. Spacious, well-furnished, perfect for families 
and all four seasons. 5BR/2 full BA, 2 half BA, sleeps 11. WiFi. Steps 

from beach entrance. No pets. Email for price/details:
 longbeachstop26@gmail.com

Furnished 2BR open-concept loft (duplex) for rent December thru 
April. $1,000+ utilities. Call (334) 790-1197.

RSVP Receives Honor
United Way Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-

gram of Northwest Indiana has received the Exem-
plary Volunteer Program honor from Serve Indiana, 
the state’s volunteer service agency.

The award was one of eight given to outstanding 
Hoosiers and organizations.

This year, RSVP has grown to more than 400 
volunteers who give more than 30,732 hours to as-
sist more than 160,900 people in Lake, Porter, La 
Porte and Starke counties. The program engages 
individuals 55 and older to support local nonprofi t 
services to meet community need. Volunteer oppor-
tunities include basic needs collection drives, Meals 
on Wheels delivery, hospice care and transportation 
services for veterans, homeless and the elderly.

Visit UnitedWayPC.org for more details.

La Porte County Historical Society
“Seasons Greetings” is the theme for the Christ-

mas season at La Porte County Historical Society 
Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte.

County Historian Fern Eddy Schultz will present 
“The Rest of the Story,” a program highlighting out-
standing La Porte County people not featured in the 
Society’s bicentennial display, at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 3. Santa will be present.

The 2017 calendars of La Porte County high 
schools are available. The cost is  $12, and they are 
available at the museum’s front desk.
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A Christmas Message by Anne 
Perry (small hardcover, $20 retail 
in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook)

Bestselling-author Anne Perry 
brings us the 14th novel in her 
Christmas mystery series. Being a 
small size, 5.5 x 8 inches, and only 
163 pages, it’s easy to see why this 
makes a popular book for the holiday 
season. Whether to provide a little 
“me” time in-between all the shop-
ping and party planning, or to give 
as a hostess gift or small present to 
a friend or co-worker, this series has 
proven very popular over the years. 
Here’s a preview of this year’s offer-
ing…

It’s the fi rst Christmas of the new 
century — December 1900. English-
man Lord Victor Narraway has a special Christmas 
gift for his wife, Vespasia. It’s a trip to Jerusalem, 
the holy city for Christians, Jews and Muslims, es-
pecially at this time of year. 

“They were on a private holiday, a journey intend-
ed as a gift, an exploration peculiarly appropriate to 
this time of year. Christian in values, perhaps, but 
not in any spiritual sense. At least that is how it had 
begun.”

As the story opens, the couple is in Jaffa, on the 
coast of Palestine. The next day, they are to take 
the train into Jerusalem. This beautiful cool night 
fi nds them heading into the hotel’s lounge to await 
the evening meal. They ask an elderly gentleman 
if they can join him, and soon fi nd themselves in 
pleasant conversation. Strange that he does not of-
fer his name, only that he is an astronomer by occu-
pation. Vespasia catches movement from a shadowy 
fi gure in the doorway. As the evening progresses, it 
becomes obvious they are being watched. And that 
someone does not want to be seen.

The next day, Victor and Vespasia spend the day 
walking the marketplace of Jaffa and making the 
acquaintance of another English couple, who in-
vite them to supper. Returning late to the hotel, 
they pass the room of the old man and discover the 
door slightly ajar. Entering, they are shocked by the 
sight of the old man lying in a pool of blood — his 
throat cut, the room ransacked.

Who would want to kill such a mild-mannered old 
gentleman? Hang on, we’re about to fi nd out…well, 
sort of. Back in their hotel room, Narraway fi nds an 
old piece of parchment folded up in his jacket pock-
et. The old man must have slipped it there before 
they parted company. It is in a language neither 

Narraway recognizes nor under-
stands. But there is a smaller piece 
of paper with it written in English:

“The Watcher draws near, and I 
am afraid I will not be able to deliv-
er this myself. I entrust it to you, for 
the sake of all mankind. Take it to 
the House of Bread on the Via Dolo-
rosa. It must be there by Christmas 
Eve. May the hand of God protect 
you.”

Without really knowing why, Vic-
tor and Vespasia decide to fulfi ll the 
old man’s request and board the 
train to Jerusalem.

The train keeps breaking down, 
several strange turbaned men 
are dogging the pair and an even 
stranger man, named Benedict, 
inserts himself into their compart-

ment and shows them a piece of parchment much 
like the one they have. Does the plot thicken? Of 
course, it does. But not in the way you might think.

In a bizarre turn of events, the Narraways and 
Benedict are left behind in the desert when the 
train takes off without them! Now what? Suffi ce it 
to say, they are rescued and fi nally make their way 
to Jerusalem, thanks to a desert sheikh.

What will they fi nd at the House of Bread? A lot 
more than loaves of bread, to be sure.

Perry has written a story of faith and spirituality 
that brings up more questions than answers. Why 
did Vespasia want to visit Jerusalem? Was it to reaf-
fi rm her faith? Or just to see the sights? Their meet-
ing at the House of Bread with a Greek Orthodox 
bishop, a Protestant minister and a Catholic car-
dinal may bring understanding to the mysterious 
pieces of parchment.

The story is not for everyone. Online reviews 
show just as many people hate the book as do those 
who love it. It is an interesting look at the mean-
ing of faith and religion — a departure from Perry’s 
usual themes.

From Library Journal: “A strangely intriguing 
mystery handled neatly by the wonderfully capable 
Victor (Narraway) and (his new wife, Lady) Vespa-
sia.”

Perry also is the author of two series: the William 
Monk series and the Charlotte and Thomas Pitt se-
ries set in Victorian England, fi ve World War I nov-
els, and The Sheen on the Silk, a work of historical 
fi ction. She divides time between Los Angeles and 
Scotland. Visit anneperry.co.uk or facebook.com/An-
nePerryAuthor

Till next time, happy reading!
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