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Beacher Holiday Closings
The Beacher will be closed Friday, Dec. 23, 

and Monday, Dec. 26, for the holiday. Regular 
offi ce hours resume Tuesday, Dec. 27. The 
offi ce then will close Friday, Dec. 30, and 

Monday, Jan. 2, for the New Year’s holiday. 
Regular hours resume Tuesday, Jan. 3.

A Life Lived Abundantly
by Connie Kuzydym

Editor’s note — This week, we continue our series, “Friends & Neighbors,” which spotlights the many 
fascinating people in our beach communities. Recommendations for individuals to profi le can 

be made to Editor Andrew Tallackson at (219) 879-0088 or drew@thebeacher.com

Harry Mark Petrakis fell in love with books as a child, when tuberculosis confi ned him to bed and reading proved his main escape. Photos by Paul Kemiel

To read Harry Mark Petrakis is to bask in a sym-
phony of words so eloquently strung together, it 
leaves you thirsting for more.

At 93, Petrakis’ remarkable life has spanned 58 
years of published writings. Early in his career, he 
struggled while tackling subjects unfamiliar to him, 

such as cowboys and gangsters. It took a decade be-
fore his fi rst short story, “Pericles on 31st Street,” 
appeared in Atlantic Monthly. Once he tapped into 
his life experiences, his writing blossomed.

In 1959, he published his fi rst novel, “Lion at My 
Heart.” In 1966, “Dream of Kings” became his fi rst 
international success. It was nominated for the Na-

tional Book Award for Fiction two years in a row, on 
The New York Times best-seller list for 12 weeks, 
translated into 12 languages and made into a Hol-
lywood fi lm starring Anthony Quinn.

And that’s just a fraction of his many accomplish-
ments.

To understand his remarkable journey, one must 
take a step back to his youth. At 11, he contracted 
tuberculosis and was confi ned to bed for two years. 
His favorite radio programs aired at night, so he 
spent his days reading. He began with pulp mag-
azines before moving on to books by Russian and 
Irish writers.
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“I learned something about words and stories…,” 
Petrakis said. “I would not have become a writer 
had I not had that period of time in bed. It whetted 
my appetite, simulated my imagination for stories. 
As I read more and more stories, I thought, how 
wonderful it would be to be able to write stories my-
self.

“It was that whole process of two years of steep-
ing myself in literature that laid the groundwork. I 
didn’t know when I came out of bed I was going to 
be a writer. I went through a lot of different things.”

Unbeknownst to his parents, he stopped attend-
ing high school his sophomore year.

“I came out of the 
two-year period of 
illness far ahead in 
areas of literature 
and areas of reading, 
far more advanced 
than anybody my 
age, but far back in 
mathematics and sci-
ences and far back 
in adopting how you 
get along with other 
children…,” he said. 
“Between the diffi cul-
ties and boredom, I 
dropped out.”

Petrakis’ father, 
a Greek Orthodox 
priest, had immigrat-
ed with his wife and 
four of his six chil-
dren from the island 

of Crete in 1916 to minister to Cretan coal miners 
in Price, Utah. The family then moved to Savannah, 
then to St. Louis, where Petrakis was born, before 
fi nally making their home in Chicago.

Growing up on the South Side, in an immigrant 
community of Greeks, Italians, Jews and others, he 
witnessed and lived a wealth of experiences that ul-
timately gave life to the characters he would write 
about. In those days, various nationalities and re-
ligions lived amongst each other, but did not inter-
mingle. When they did, the result was often quite 
intense. He recalls the time a Greek father whose 
son married a Jewish girl carried the son’s clothes 
out to the backyard and set them on fi re. 

When Petrakis started working, it was at a va-
riety of jobs. Some were menial, others not. He 
thought often about writing, but never allowed 
himself to believe it would become his profession. A 
one-page, Christmas-themed writing assignment in 
a broadcasting class at Columbia College changed 
the direction his life was taking.

“I read my story,” Petrakis said. “Now, after each 
story was read, the class would vociferously join in 

Petrakis’ memoir, “Song of My Life,” 
taps into stories of his family, which 
helped shape the kind of writer he

would become.

Continued on Page 4
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Petrakis said. “When your write of love, loneliness 
or death or jealousy, or vengeance, these aren’t 

Greek or Polish or Irish or Ar-
menia. They are universal.”

Like most writers early in a 
career, Petrakis had help from 
editors and other writers. Cri-
tiques were, at times, hard to 
hear.

At a writing conference, for 
example, the presenter tore 
apart his story, yet compli-
mented him, saying “This man 
writes like vomit…this man is 
born to write even though he 
can’t yet write.” A respected 
editor tore apart his novel, say-
ing the ellipses — the dot dot 
dot — is an important part of 
English grammar, “but it’s as if 
you loaded a shotgun with el-
lipses, aimed it at the book and 

pulled both triggers.”
Taking a step back from the harsh criticism, and 

allowing his anger to subside, he was thankful for 
advice he realized was meant to help him. 

From the numerous rejections came patience, 
and the realization the world wasn’t “waiting for 
a story by Petrakis.” When “Pericles” sold, he was 
beyond elated. The only thing topping that day was 
when his fi rst published book arrived. 

“It’s incredible. I’ve loved books since childhood, 
I’ve loved the smell and feel of books,” he said. “My 

A Life Lived Continued from Page 3

to criticize or praise. When 
I fi nished reading my sto-
ry, there was dead silence. I 
thought to myself, ‘My God, 
is it that bad that they have 
nothing to say?’ The teacher 
prompted them, ‘Come on, you 
had plenty to say about the 
other stories, talk to Harry’s 
story…nobody said anything. 
Finally, one boy said, ‘I can’t 
say anything about this story. 
It’s so obviously written from 
personal experience’.” 

Petrakis’ story was about 
a waiter who comes home 
Christmas Eve to his wife. 
She’s not there, but he knows 
where she is. She doesn’t com-
mit adultery, but drinks with other men, which is 
how he fi nds her at the bar. When he gets her home, 
he slaps her once, then remorsefully helps wash her 
up and put her to bed. Meanwhile, he puts the small 
Christmas tree he brought home inside, knowing 
when she awakens in the morning, she will be sober 
and they’ll decorate the tree together, and for a little 
while, things would be all right between them.

“It was a clumsy story, not any smooth use of 
language,” Petrakis said, “but the emotion was so 
stark and so real, they refused to believe I wasn’t 
the waiter and my wife wasn’t the alcoholic.”

After class, on that snowy evening walk through 
Grant Park, Petrakis realized if his classmates 
were so convinced, maybe writing should become 
his profession.

With little formal education, his heritage, reli-
gious background, past jobs and neighborhood were 

his foundation, teaching 
him about life and people, 
eventually refl ected in his 
writings.

During the decade of 
writing and subsequent 
rejections from publishers, 
he wrote a variety of sto-
ries, often basing them on 
his ethnicity.

“I used the Greek be-
cause that’s what I knew 
best…you start with that 
which is yours, but almost 
immediately after the 
names of the characters, 
their background, their 
neighborhood, you cross 
the threshold where you 
enter the universal areas,” 

“The Hour of the Bell” was the culmination of a 
three-year period in the mid-1970s.

“A Dream of Kings” was Harry’s 
fi rst novel to become an 
international success.

Harry poses by the poster for the fi lm version of
“A Dream of Kings.” Photo by Paul Kemiel
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fi rst book in my hands, the 
smell from fresh paper and 
ink, the feel of the binding, 
the look of the cover…it was 
a marvelous moment that I 
had been working on for 10 to 
12 years.”

Throughout his career, Pe-
trakis has written short sto-
ries, novels, essays, even a 
screenplay. Short stories are 
his favorite.

“It’s a tight form. It doesn’t 
require the length of time 
that the novel does,” he said. 
“You can set your goal and 
move towards it in the space 
of a week or two weeks. You 
hone it down like a jeweler polishes a diamond.

“When a short story is well done, it’s something 
that can be read and appreciated. You don’t have 
to sustain interest and revitalize interest as you do 
when you read a novel. With a novel, you have to 
keep going back to it. A short story, you can do in 
one reading and get the full emotional impact of it.” 

Each medium has its own challenges. In writing 
a short story, he said, you “leave out,” whereas in a 
novel, you “put in.” As any writer will tell you, it can 
be a diffi cult task to decide what to include. Objec-

tivity requires that you ask, 
does this add to the story?

For Petrakis, he compares 
the process to learning the 
trade of a shoemaker. 

“You learn your craft by 
doing it,” he said. “When 
you do it long enough, you 
get a feel for the material, 
and you begin to sense as 
your style develops. Style is 
nothing more than voice. As 
your style and voice develop, 
you get an inherent sense of 
what should be left in and 
what should be left out and 
what sequence of scenes you 
have to tell. After a while, 

it becomes kind of intuitive. You feel it more than 
fully understand it…It’s a mixture of intuition, and 
knowledge and discipline. You’ve got to be able to 
cut a scene however good you think it is, if it doesn’t 
belong in the sequence of the story.”

Having taught at 73 writer’s conferences, Petra-
kis talks with writers about their technique, how 
their stories should start, how they should handle 
dialogue. The only true way to learn to write, he 
says, is simply by writing.

Harry and his wife, Diana, have been married 71 years.

Continued on Page 6
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A Life Lived Continued from Page 5

“You have to set your routine,” Petrakis said. 
“You have to put things aside. You have to be able to 
concentrate, to focus on the writing. That’s the most 
important lesson I think I tried to communicate.” 

Petrakis’ long career also parallels the longevity 
of his marriage. Petrakis and his wife, Diana, have 
been married for 71 years. They grew up in Chicago. 
They spent the fi rst half of their lives there, then 
the second half in Dunes Acres. 

When asked for his best advice on a successful 
marriage, he thoughtfully replied he did not have 

the slightest idea. You do that dance for yourself, 
he says. He and his wife experienced diffi cult years, 
but things worked out, allowing them to forge a 
good life for themselves. 

Petrakis still continues to write and be published. 
Today, he tells his stories from a far different per-
spective, that of an older storyteller. Although infi r-
mities of old age have set in, he still strings words 
together in such a fashion that make you thirst for 
more.

It is his own words, in fact, that are a fi tting end 
to this article. The following piece appeared June 9, 
2016, on The Huffi ngton Post.

At my present age of 92, the af-
fl ictions of aging assail me like the 
onslaught of an army bent on my de-
struction. Each week seems to bring 
a new, unwelcome impairment. My 
chest rents space to a pacemaker, 
and I have several stents in my ar-
teries. I have a spinal stenosis that 
restricts my reach and prevents me 
from putting on my stockings. Add 
to that a peripheral neuropathy that 
causes burning in my toes and numb-
ness in my fi ngers, making it diffi cult 
for me to button my shirt. I also have 
chronic digestive problems and an in-
sidious fatigue. Not long after I rise 
in the morning I yearn to recline on 
the couch.

If I live a few years longer, I will 
enter the realm of Gero Panakis, who 
I remember as a boy to be the oldest 
member of my father’s parish. While no one could 
be sure, it was rumored the old man was near 100. 
I remember him after he had received the sacra-
ment of Communion, lurching down the center aisle 
in church, bent double as he walked, limbs trem-
bling, cheeks twitching, his carcass withered, worn-
out, fossilized. As he passed the pew where I sat, a 
wrenching at my nostrils confi rmed he also smelled 
like a goat. God spare us such length of life!

What faculties do I now retain? I can still walk 
(with the aid of a cane), still talk, eat, sleep (with 
the aid of pills), smile and (on occasion) laugh. Most 
thankfully, I am still able to fashion words together 
to make stories. I am no longer confi dent enough to 
start a book-length novel but I do manage essays 
and short stories.

Yet while sitting at my computer and fashion-
ing my stories, resisting an urge to lie down, I can-
not help plaintively remembering the years of my 
creative vigor when my body and spirit jubilantly 
embraced the strain and rigors of writing. A short 

The Writer in Old Age
by Harry Mark Petrakis

story could be written in several days 
to a week. A novel took from a year to 
three years. Yet in the heat of creat-
ing, time seemed inconsequential, a 
week passing as if it were a day.

For a three-year period in the mid-
1970s, while I was working on “The 
Hour of the Bell,” my historical novel 
on the 19th-century Greek War of 
Independence, I remember how I’d 
wake eager to work and, in the eve-
ning, regret having to stop.

My day would begin with a light 
breakfast of coffee and a muffi n. Af-
terwards, I’d ascend to my study, a 
magnifi cent, high-ceilinged room set 
in a rainbow of sand dunes, thickly fo-
liaged fi r and pine trees and a bound-
less panorama of water. That lake 
view ranged from serene to turbu-
lent and in color from cerulean blue 

to shades of light gray. I’d raise one of the blinds 
and permit myself a brief look at the splendor of the 
emerging day. Then I’d lower the blind again quick-
ly as a precaution against the lure of daydreaming. 
I sat down at my desk feeling myself a cauldron of 
energy ready to detonate.

I was still writing on an electric typewriter then, 
and in the hours that followed there would be fi tful 
starts and stops. Revisions then required a page of 
paper withdrawn and a new page inserted. Bond in 
different colors designating different drafts mount-
ed in piles at the corner of my desk.

A book began slowly, with uncertainty. Fearing 
false starts and treacherous detours, I carefully felt 
my way. As the manuscript lengthened, the stacks 
of pages building, the characters becoming more 
fully formed, a greater confi dence in the unfolding 
story developed. Through the months into years of 
writing that followed, nurtured by a regular daily 
routine, a rhythm of writing took over. Sentences

In a recent blog, Harry writes of little things 
he cherishes amid the heartache of old 
age, one of which is the ability to smile 

and laugh. Photo by Paul Kemiel

Continued on Page 8
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and paragraphs began to in-
terweave effortlessly. A har-
mony between writer and 
writing was achieved. The 
writing began to emerge 
with such resilience and fl u-
idity I could not help feeling 
myself a conduit from some 
wellspring of boundless 
power. A poet whose name 
I cannot recall referred to 
those periods of creativity 
as “taking God’s dictation.”

That creative force and 
excitement kept me at my 
work for 10, 12 hours at 
a time. When I did break 
briefl y for lunch or dinner, 
I carried the resonances of 
writing with me. At the table 
with my wife and our sons I 
felt strangely disembodied, 
their voices coming to me as 
from a great distance.

When I fi nally went to 
bed, curled beside my wife, 
sleep eluded me. My mind 
swirled with the faces and 
voices of my characters, with the skeletal struc-
turing of still unwritten scenes. After I had fallen 
asleep, the characters in my book invaded my slum-
ber, playing out scenes already written or still un-
written.

For those months that I wrote, the world of my 
book consumed my life. The hours I spent away 
from the work were fretful and restless, fragmented 
between fantasy and reality. I had become a man 
with a fever, fully functioning only when I was writ-
ing. That was the way it used to be. Then there is 
the way it is now.

Yet I know I am not alone. As I age, so do mul-
titudes. The musician with diminished hearing, 
the artist with fading sight, the actor with slurring 
speech, the athlete with faltering strength. All liv-
ing things experience such loss. And each human 
being must fi nd a way to cope with that decline.

In the end, despite my expiring body and my la-
menting about how it was once, I must be grateful 
that in a world where the moment we are born we 
are old enough to die I have been allowed to live 92 
years. I have a wife who has been lover and compan-
ion now for more than 70 years still beside me. Peo-
ple cannot mention the name of one of us without, 
in the same breath, speaking the name of the other. 
We have good, loving sons and grandchildren and a 
great-grandchild. We have battled adversity, over-
come frailties, and I have written my books. Kurt 
Vonnegut said that, for a writer, writing one’s books 
and having one’s children should be enough and we 

should not be greedy. Yet we have had much more, 
including durable friendships and travel across the 
world. With all human fl aws, we have lived abun-
dantly fulfi lling lives that we will carry into eternity.

I need now to be prepared for death without 
brooding about death. I need to try to put remorse 
and regrets aside, to temper my hopes, to remember 
daily to be tolerant and kind to those whose lives 
touch mine. Above all I need to continue my daily 
struggle to harness my waning spirit and body and 
endeavor to put words together to make sentences, 
and to fashion those sentences into stories. There is 
no saner way for an old writer to end his days.

The magnifi cence of the dunes is something of which 
Harry never tires. Photo by Paul Kemiel

The photo of Harry’s family used with “Tales of the Heart” hangs in the Ellis Island Immigrant Museum.
Photo by Paul Kemiel
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3415 LAKE SHORE DR.  
Duneland Beach, Indiana
9 BEDROOMS, 14 BATHS

$3,950,000

2060 LAKE SHORE DR.
Long Beach, Indiana

6 bedrooms, 7.5  baths
$4,150,000

2410 LAKE SHORE DR.  
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS
$1,350,000

2964 LAKE SHORE DR.  
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS, 3.5 BATHS
$1,525,000

1024 LAKE SHORE DR.  
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS, 2.5 BATHS
$1,245,000

1512 LAKE SHORE DR.  
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS, 3.5 BATHS
$1,195,000

1510 LAKE SHORE DR.  
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS, 1.5 BATHS
$749,000

2404 FLORIMOND AVE.  
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS, 3.2 BATHS
$745,000

3000 NORTHMOOR TRL.  
Long Beach, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS, 2.2 BATHS
$879,000

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
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For the fans, 
“Rogue One” is 
like a shot of 
adrenaline. It is 
everything you’d 
want from a “Star 
Wars” movie, yet 
packaged in a way 
that is unlike any-
thing before it in 
the franchise. You 
leave the theater 
on a high, pumped 
up, eager to see it 
again.

The movie is 
the fi rst stand-alone picture in the “Star Wars” 
canon since J.J. Abrams expertly mended the tat-
tered remains of fan expectations with last year’s 
“The Force Awakens.” Picking up some 30 years af-
ter “Return of the Jedi,” that fi lm was less a journey 
through picturesque worlds and more about restor-
ing the vital bare-bones essentials of George Lucas’ 
vision: story and character.

The irony is that “Rogue One” so beautifully locks 
into the saga’s mythic structure, it may as well be 
labeled Episodes 3.5 through 3.9. It answers every-
thing we need to know about what went down be-
fore 1977’s “A New Hope,” and it is infi nitely more 
satisfying than watching a young Darth Vader tell 
his future babymama he doesn’t like sand in Lucas’ 
limp-noodle prequels. This is the real deal: lively, 
exhilarating, unexpectedly moving, with a fi nal 10 
minutes that are sheer perfection.

Rather than barrel through the plot, a more effec-
tive approach with this review is to illustrate why 
“Rogue One” is one of the best fi lms in the entire 
series.

The Lead Character

“Rogue One” Ranks With the Best in the “Star Wars” Franchise
by Andrew Tallackson

Felicity Jones is a commanding presence as Jyn Erso.

“A New Hope” 
opened with Prin-
cess Leia fl eeing 
the Galactic Em-
pire aboard her 
star cruiser, hav-
ing just received 
stolen plans that 
revealed how the 
Death Star might 
be destroyed.

“Rogue One” it 
appears, unfolds 
just weeks — even 
minutes — before-
hand as members 

of the Rebel Alliance fi rst get word of the Death 
Star. Jyn Erso (Oscar-nominee Felicity Jones, an 
indomitable force), whose father, Galen Erso (Mads 
Mikkelsen), was coerced into designing the Death 
Star, is seen by the Alliance as key to uncovering a 
weakness to the Empire’s new weapon.

Again, we are reminded that, for all the creative 
ingenuity of a series that envisions worlds pulsat-
ing with imagination, these are fi lms about people, 
specifi cally the fragile bonds between family.

Jyn Erso emerges as the story’s driving force. She 
is neither overly masculinized nor condescendingly 
feminized, but a vulnerable woman who summons 
unfathomable courage not only within herself, but 
also in those she unites with to fi ght the Empire. 
She is an ideal role model for children, regardless 
of gender.

The Tone of the Film
Every fi lm since 1977’s “A New Hope,” including 

the prequels and last year’s “The Force Awakens,” 
has taken giant technological leaps forward, the vi-
suals crisp and elegant.

Director Gareth Edwards (2014’s “Godzilla” and 
2010’s little-seen, thoughtful “Monsters”) — work-
ing from a script by Chris Weitz (“About a Boy”) that 
received a sterling polish by Tony Gilroy (the fi rst 
four fi lms in the Jason Bourne series) — treats the 
story as a combat picture. It’s “Star Wars” fi ltered 
through the sensibilities of Ridley Scott’s “Black 
Hawk Down.” Dark, gritty, with deliciously murky 
terrain, the visuals frequently provide a soldier’s-
eye perspective of battle. The result is exhilarating. 
You are plunked down into the thick of war. And the 
worlds the story explores are so dense and rich in 
detail, the fi lm all but warrants a second viewing to 
take it in.

New Characters
All the effects money can buy amount to zilch if 

The fi lm’s visuals create a world rich in detail.
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Ben Mendelsohn creates an intriguing villain in Orson Krennic, who 
heads the Empire’s weapons research.

you care little for the people navigating through 
them.

Weitz and Gilroy, enhancing a story by John 
Knoll and Gary Whitta, have introduced a rous-
ing slate of heroes and villains that symbolizes the 
light and the dark within any “Star Wars” picture. 
With the good guys, you witness characters rising 
to the challenge, even willing to die for a greater 
good. That is certainly true of Donnie Yen as Chir-
rut Îmwe, a blind warrior who believes in the Force, 
and wields a sword like no other, and Jiang Wen 
as Baze Malbus, Chirrut’s mercenary companion 

boasting furious agility with a blaster. These two, 
along with Imperial droid-turned Rebel ally K-2SO 
(voiced by Alan Tudyk), Rebel Alliance intelligence 
offi cer Cassian Andor (Diego Luna) and Bodhi Rook 
(Riz Ahmed), an Imperial defector, infuse courage, 
heroics and, most importantly, heart into the action 
sequences.

Ben Mendelsohn is intriguing as well as Orson 
Krennic, who heads the Empire’s weapons research. 
Mendelsohn, who resembles a younger Ian McKel-
len, creates an exceedingly complex character: im-
posing, yet feverishly trying to assert himself with-
in the Empire’s hierarchy.

Old Favorites
Darth Vader, magnifi cently voiced again by James 

Earl Jones, makes a brief, yet memorable return, as 
do the droids C3-PO and R2-D2, effectively linking 
“Rogue One” to the entire franchise.

What’s debatable, though, is the use of digital ef-
fects to manipulate the faces of new actors so they 
closely resemble Grand Moff Tarkin (the late Peter 
Cushing) and Princess Leia (Carrie Fisher) in “A 
New Hope.” In some respects, the “recreations” are 
an astonishing fusion of technology and live actor, 
but look closely at Grand Moff Tarkin, and the eyes 
have the same zombifi ed emptiness of Robert Zem-
eckis’ “The Polar Express.” It is an uneasy, almost 
queasy effect.

The Last 10 Minutes
The fi nal moments of “Rogue One” surpass any-

thing Lucas attempted with his regrettable pre-
quels. Emotionally consuming amid noble sacrifi c-
es, the action directly, and frantically, segues into “A 
New Hope” with such bold confi dence and unbridled 
optimism, the audience I saw the fi lm with vigor-
ously applauded as the closing credits appeared and 
the thunderous score by Michael Giacchino (com-
posed by the “Up” Oscar winner in only 4 1/2 weeks) 
revives the unforgettable themes of John Williams.

I cannot wait to experience “Rogue One” again in 
theaters. It’s that good.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Of all the new characters, Donnie Yen’s Chirrut Îmwe, a blind warrior who 
embraces the Force, is the most unforgettable.

Merry Christmas

and Happy New Year

GIFTS CUSTOM FRAMING ART

landmframing@gmail.com
202 S. Whittaker, New Buffalo  269-469-4800Open Daily 11-5

L & M Framing and Gallery

For Home & 

Garden

Gift C
ertifi 

cates
Beach Scenes

FloralsLandscapesSouth Shore
Posters



December 22, 2016Page 12
THE

A fi lm written and directed by Kenneth Lonergan 
is the equivalent of a good book: patient in tone, ex-
ceedingly careful in spilling its secrets. His charac-
ters are ordinary people, his camera like a fl y on the 
wall documenting their torment.

I happen to be a fan of his 2000 directorial debut, 
“You Can Count On Me,” not so much of his trou-
bled follow-up, 2011’s “Margaret.” “You Can Count 
on Me,” however, is a pitch-perfect exploration of 
tumultuous siblings (Laura Linney and Mark Ruf-
falo), culminating in a farewell so affecting, only a 
hardened soul could be unmoved by it.

With “Manchester by the Sea,” Lonergan rein-
vents a tired indie trope — the prodigal son returns 
home — so zero trace of any cliché remains. His fi lm 
is a wise, painful, at times hard-to-watch examina-
tion of grief and loss. It is blessed with moments of 
brilliance and three Oscar-worthy performances...
but misses the mark for greatness for reasons that 
are puzzling.

The fi lm is a revelation for Casey Affl eck, who for 
too long suffered from an acute case of the blahs, 
content, it appeared, to exist as the brother of Ben. 
Here, he taps into a startling well of anguish as Lee 
Chandler, a janitor in Quincy, Mass., and an enig-
ma: sharper than he lets on, prone to lashing out 
with obscenity laced tirades.

We burrow into Lee’s tortured soul after he’s sum-
moned home to Manchester-by-the-Sea. His beloved 
brother Joe (Kyle Chandler), diagnosed a few years 
back with congestive heart failure, has passed away, 
leaving Joe’s 16-year-old son Patrick (Lucas Hedg-
es) on his own since his mother (Gretchen Mol), an 
alcoholic, is no longer in the picture.

Were this a Lifetime channel movie, Lee would be 
an errant ne’er-do-well who fi nds purpose through 

the cuddly nephew he must parent. Lonergan, how-
ever, is not the sort to gravitate toward cheap the-
atrics. He weaves through fl ashbacks that exist like 
the ghosts of Lee’s past. Lee is a shell of a man, the 
psychological wall he’s erected crumbling brick by 
brick.

Lonergan is that rare storyteller whose fi lms cap-
ture the ebbs and fl ows of life. He has a keen eye 
for minute details, and dialogue that springs from 
honest emotion.

The moment late in the fi lm when Lee unexpect-
edly runs into his ex-wife Randi (a superb Michelle 
Williams), the two unable to suppress their history, 
is the single most devastating scene this year. Your 
heart breaks for these two because Lonergan’s pas-
sage through their fractured souls is complete. Not 
so, however, with Patrick. Hedges is an astonish-
ing young actor — raw and ferocious — but Patrick 
is a curious individual, seemingly unphased by his 
father’s death, selfi sh and abrasive to the point of 
being an irritance, not just for Lee as his uncle, but 
for the viewer as well.

Why should we care about Patrick in the way 
we so profoundly do for Lee and Randi? That is the 
quandary Lonergan never solves.

And, there is a bigger problem. Where’s the end-
ing? We don’t expect a tidy resolution, but the fi nal 
shot is abrupt and empty, as if Lonergan decided to 
stop shooting and turn the project over to his editor. 
Does the resolution offer hope? Maybe. To Loner-
gan’s credit, his fi lm has tapped into what Thomas 
Wolfe believed: You can’t go home again. Home can 
be a treacherous landscape bathed in despair. That 
message, however fl awed the end conveys it, hits 
home like a sledgehammer.

Powerful “Manchester by the Sea” Misses the Mark for Greatness
by Andrew Tallackson

Casey Affl eck (left) and Lucas Hedges star in “Manchester by the Sea.”
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Bobbie Cavic 
219-874-7267 
1bcavic@gmail.com

Licensed in IN & MI
MIDDLETON CO, INC.

Because...there’s no place  
like home

See My Listings At:
bobbiecavic.c21.com

T Each office independently owned & operated 

2205 FAIRWAY  One level living   $229,900    
  Hard to find 2 BR/2B/2-car garage 
Carefree low-cost association living.
Best in area value for your lifestyle.

47 TRYON FARM Over 100 acres  $335,000
MODERN COUNTRY living, 1 hr to Chicago.
Sleeps 8, 2BR + large sleeping loft, bonus garage.
Great investment option or personal retreat.

18004 C SIMA Downsize in style $283,000
2006 contemporary, 3 BR/2.5 bath, main floor master.
Open floorplan, vaulted ceilings, garage.
Community pool & carefree lifestyle.

222 REDWING   Room for pool    $449,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION, urban casual style.
Three BR/3 bath open floorplan, over 2,200 SF.
Carefree cedar exterior, high efficiency build.

3532 CALUMET   Custom home   $649,900
Coveted & private Duneland beaches.
New in 2006, custom built Allegretti design.
Showcase 4 BR/3.5 bath, lovingly cared for.
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Christmas Chimes to Ring Out From Trinity Church Bell Tower
Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 

Franklin Square, will present 
its annual outdoor Christmas 
Chimes Concert at 4 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 24.

The concert will be played on 
the renovated Van Pelt Chimes 
hung in the church bell tower. 
The chimes, donated by Harriet 
Van Pelt in 1930,  have been de-
scribed as a giant doorbell with 12 
chimes, where the largest chime 
is the size of a small telephone 
pole. The low E note chime is 12 
feet long and 7 inches in diameter. 
The chimes are loud enough that 
they can be heard throughout 
much of Michigan City.

Parking in front of Trinity 
Church and benches along Franklin Street will pro-
vide seating for those wishing to attend the outdoor 
concert. Trinity organist George Karst will play sev-
eral organ carols combining the chimes, recently 
installed organ trumpet stop and restored Vox Hu-
mana stop.

The program will include traditional Christmas 
hymns and carols: “Adeste Fideles,” “Silent Night,” 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” “Once in Royal 
David’s City,” “While Shepherds Watched,” “Hark! 
The Herald Angels Sing,” “Angels from the Realms 
of Glory,” “The First Noel,” “Brightest and Best,” 
“Away in a Manger,” “As with Gladness Men of Old” 
and “O’ Tannebaum.”

Master electrician Tom Orlowski, assisted by re-
tired electrician Paul Townley, are supervising the 
ongoing restoration of the chimes, which includes 
maintenance of the mechanical switching mecha-

nism and rewiring electrical 
striking motors in the bell tower. 
The electric motors have been re-
built by S&W Electric, La Porte.

Repair and maintenance re-
quire climbing to the top of the 
Romanesque Revival-style bell 
tower through a series of hatch-
es and ladders. The chimes are 
hung from a heavy timber frame 
three stories above the street. 
Repair of the electrical compo-
nents required an additional 
climb to the top of the chimes 
frame. The tubular bell chimes 
will be played from a keyboard 
located next to the organ console. 
The striking mechanisms in the 
tower are coupled via electrical 

relays to the keyboard.
The Trinity Church tower chimes were manufac-

tured by J.C. Deagan Co., Chicago, which manufac-
tured more than 400 tower chimes made of tubular 
bells from 1917 to 1958. They were installed in 44 
states, Canada, Mexico and South Africa. Today, 
only 78 Deagan tower chimes sets are known to still 
be operable.

John Calhoun Deagan (1853-1934) founded the 
Deagan Company in St. Louis in 1880 and moved 
the fi rm to Chicago early in the 20th century. A pro-
fessional clarinetist, Deagan was fascinated with 
the science of acoustics. Besides cathedral chimes, 
he also manufactured high quality marimbas, vi-
braphones and a wide variety of bells, many of 
which are still highly prized by symphony orches-
tras worldwide. The modern xylophone as we know 
it was a Deagan creation.

912 Franklin Street
Michigan City, Indiana 46360

Facebook.com/Bellas Barn Michigan City
(219) 262-5002
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4121 S. Franklin St.
219-874-2121

1026 N. Karwick Rd.
219-871-0001

Rick Remijas
GRI, CRS

Cell 773-908-1969
rremijas@hotmail.com 

Jeff Remijas
Cell 219-873-4085

jeffrey.remijas@gmail.com

T

www.c21middleton.com

Call and take a look at the best value in the 
beach area. This home is priced right and 
ready to move in. Located on a big lot, with 
big yards front and back. This home has 
three bedrooms, two fireplaces, a formal 
living room and a family room looking over 
the yard. With attic storage, a garage and 
workshop, this is a beach area gift! Call Jeff 
at (219) 873-4085 to arrange a showing.

This distinctive home just a half block from 
Lake Michigan at Stop 19 is move-in ready. 
Trade cash for keys and make your own 
memories. Seller and Bank will cooperate 
in providing the best value. Improvements 
include recent windows throughout, a  
galley-style kitchen with stainless appli-
ances, hardwood and tile flooring. Call Rick 
(773) 908-1969 to take a look.

This turn-key home overlooking Lake 
Michigan enjoys spectacular views of dune 
grass, clear skies and blue waters, with the 
Chicago Skyline as your backdrop. With 
two kitchens, four bedrooms and three 
baths on three levels, there is a place for 
everyone to enjoy food, fun and privacy. 3 
car garage. All for $1,050,000 Call Rick or 
Jeff today!

306 Northbrook Drive
 Shoreland Hills 

1908 Somerset Drive
Long Beach

1512 Lakeshore Drive
Michigan City 

Jeff and I thank you for your business 
and your friendship this year.

We wish our neighbors and friends a joyous holiday,
A Merry Christmas, and

Happiness and Health in the New Year!

LIKE SANTA’S ELVES, WE STILL HAVE WORK  
TO DO...PUT A BID ON THESE HOMES

Now $179,000
Now $350,000

Missed it! Under Contract!



December 22, 2016Page 16
THE

How Would You Make the Most of This Year’s Leap Second?
by Andrew Tallackson

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING
(219) 363-9367 

4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

1010 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window fi lm

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window fi lm. 
All Films Reduce 99% UV

Since 1950

1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com

Gift Certificates Available

THANK YOU!!!
We at MC Interiors would like to thank our 
customers, old and new. We appreciate your 
patronage, support and referrals. We wish 

You and Yours a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

Don & Cheryl Young

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair

Ever hear of a Leap Second?
Yeah, me neither...but it exists. It’s tacked on pe-

riodically to what is called Coordinated Universal 
Time (UTC) so clocks are synchronized worldwide 
as the Earth’s rotation slows.

Now, here is where it gets a little tricky. UTC is 
determined by two factors: International Atomic 
Time, which controls the speed for which clocks tick, 
and Universal Time, commonly referred to as As-
tronomical Time, or the Earth’s rotation around its 
axis. When the difference between the two nears 0.9 
seconds, voilà, a leap second is added to our clocks.

The website timeanddate.com indicates that in 
Chicago, this year’s Leap Second arrives at 5:59:60 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 31.

What would you do with one more second? How 
would you make the most of it? That’s the question 
we posed to members of The Beacher staff. The task 
was to answer the question in only a few sentences.

Here is what they wrote:

Janet Baines, Inside Sales and
Customer Service Representative

I would use the extra second to 
give thanks to the Lord for all the 
multitude of blessings in my life, or 
give a dear family member or friend 
a big hug, but it is more realistic to 
say I would probably take another 
picture!

Sally Carpenter, 
Retired Beacher Editor and 

Book Reviewer
You’re asking what a true blue, 

dyed-in-the-wool bibliophile since 
birth would do with extra time? Re-
ally? Silly you.

Matt Cunningham, Correspondent
I’d do something productive or positive, or maybe 

even a combination: multitasking, 
meditating, rereading an entertain-
ing or inspiring quote — Bukowski, 
maybe Dr. Seuss — but I’d probably 
chug some cold coffee and check Ins-
tagram…again.

William Halliar, Correspondent
The best advice on what to do with 

an extra second of time this year 
is from my wife, “When the clock 
strikes 12, drop everything that you 
are doing and give the person next 
to you a hug.”

Paul Kemiel, Photographer
I would give my wife, Patricia, and 

daughter, Lillianna, an extra long 
hug. What a bonus the additional 
second would mean with this loving 
act. You can’t get enough hugs.

Connie Kuzydym, Correspondent
One tick of the clock is just that, 

but within that one click begins 
a thought, a hope, a dream. In my 
extra second, I will pray that the 
new year brings peace, happiness, 
good health, fulfi llment of dreams to 
those whose lives I touch.

Kevin Scott, The Fitness Rebellion
If I had an extra second to use, I 

would use it to spend time with my 
family. Everyone is being pulled in 
a million different directions each 
and every day. I miss the days of the 
hectic Thanksgiving dinners, and 
Christmas days with all my grand-
parents, parents, aunts and uncles 
and cousins. If I had an extra second, I would put 
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ACCESS MOBILITY
WHEELCHAIR SHOP

FAITHFULLY SERVING THE 
NEEDS OF THE HANDICAPPED

Stairlifts, Porch Lifts, & Vehicle Lifts

 1-888-201-5223
DAVE LEWIS Phone 219-872-5804
President Fax 219-872-5814

The Store

Lionel, Thomas, Melissa & Doug, & More

Open: Mon. – Sat. 10am-4pm

S A L E
20% OFF Lionel Starter Sets

50% Star Wars Action Figures

all my family, past and present, under one roof and 
enjoy the moment.

Robert Stanley, Art & About
Wonder at the Cosmos, and our 

fl icker of understanding of it and 
each other.

Andrew Tallackson, Editor
Back in Septem-

ber, my wife and I surprised our 
son, Will, with a puppy for his 10th 
birthday. We recorded the exact mo-
ment we presented it to him. That 
recording is on my facebook page. 
His joy — pure, wild and ecstatic — 
is something I will never forget, so 
with an additional second, I would watch that video 
one more time to savor it yet again.

Kayla Weiss, Correspondent
It’s not very original or inspiring, 

but if I’m being honest, if I had an 
extra second tacked onto the very 
end of New Year’s Eve, I probably 
wouldn’t even notice. Not because 
I don’t care, but because I would be 
too busy with my family and friends 

— celebrating the arrival of a new year, full of new 
possibilities — to be staring at a clock. I would be 
experiencing the night, and it would more than like-
ly slip my mind.

Bob Wellinski, Photographer
One second...it doesn’t sound like 

a very long time. In photography, a 
fraction of a second is the difference 
between a good picture and a great 
picture. In life, a second can mean 
the difference between life and 
death. Time, no matter how short, is 
precious. With my extra second this year, I would 
spend it with my family. We have six children, three 
are away on their own, including two in the Air 

Force, and it would mean the world to me to have 
everyone together at one time...even for a second.

Matt Werner, Correspondent
One extra second. I will spend 

that time thinking about what I will 
do on Feb. 29, 2020.  

Drew White, 
Print Salesman

I would take a nap. No. I’ll sleep 
in. Come to think of it, maybe I 
would just go to bed a second earlier.

Becky Wirebaugh, 
Typesetter/Designer

I would use the time being thank-
ful for my many blessings.

Scooby Blue, 
Cover Model
Arff, arff, woof, 

growl, woof, arff, snarl, woof, woof, 
arff, woof arff, arff, woof, snarl, 
woof, growl, woof, snarl.

(Translation: I will use the ex-
tra second to get a head start on 
that pesky squirrel that keeps 
taunting me.)
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Thank Janet Baines for 
the delightful rendering of 
Jolly Old St. Nick that grac-
es the cover of this week’s 
Christmas edition.

John Fanson, a familiar 
face in the local art commu-
nity, stopped by The Beach-
er one day to have copies 
made of his colored pencil 
vision of Santa Claus. Ja-
net, our inside sales and 
customer service represen-
tative, was so taken with it, 
she suggested we use it for 
this week’s cover.

Fanson’s inspiration for 
the piece was born from the 
many old-fashioned Santa Clauses he buys his wife 
each year in New Carlisle. In all, he did fi ve differ-
ent drawings.

What appears on our cover captures all the joyful 
spirit of the Christmas season.

Fanson, 81, lives between Michigan City and La 
Porte. Drawing has been part of his life since he 
was a child. He even studied for a year at Chicago’s 

American Academy of Art. 
Over time, he painted signs 
displayed throughout Mich-
igan City, along with names 
that appeared on the backs 
of boats.

Once he was in his 60s, 
however, he began to pur-
sue his artistic interests in 
greater detail. He was in-
volved with Michigan City 
Art League, and was among 
the artists who helped cre-
ate Southern Shore Art As-
sociation, 724 Franklin St.

Colored pencil remains 
his favorite medium.

“It’s something I can do in 
my spare time,” he said, adding with a chuckle, “I 
don’t have to clean them up, just sharpen them.

“It’s a very relaxing hobby. You lose yourself in it. 
You can stop when you want and pick it back up.”

Lucky for us, and our readers, Fanson’s “hobby” 
makes a charming addition to the tradition of local 
artists gracing our Christmas cover. We hope you 
enjoy it as much as we did.

About the Cover
by Andrew Tallackson

John Fanson holds a copy of the cover of this 
week’s Christmas edition.
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Michele Cihak
219-861-2073

michelecihak@yahoo.com

BEACH OFFICE
1026 N. Karwick Rd.

Michigan City, IN 46360
219-871-0001

 • Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

2403 SHOREWOOD DRIVE, MICHIGAN CITY 
• Beautiful contemporary custom-built home 2009
• Spacious 3,000 SF floorplan
• 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
• Custom kit. w/ SS appliances, granite counters
• Professionally landscaped; 2-car attached garage

3826 PONCHARTRAIN, NEW BUFFALO 
• Quaint two-bedroom, one-bath cottage
• Wonderful location in the Village of Michiana
• Wood-burning fireplace, walk-out basement
• Property sits on two lots; parking 6-7 cars
• Lake Michigan is right around the corner

4200 GRAND BEACH ROAD, NEW BUFFALO  
• Perfect summer cottage
• Three bedroom, three full-bath ranch
• Living room with cathedral ceilings
• Full basement, screen porch
• Two-car garage fits 4 cars

3040 LAKESHORE DRIVE, LONG BEACH 
• Breathtaking views of Lake Michigan
• Five bedrooms, three full baths
• Three levels of living space over 4,000 SF
• Two separate gathering areas
• Two-car garage, plenty of parking (6-7 cars)

$445,000 
$425,000 

E. CHICKADEE TRAIL, MICHIGAN CITY  
• Bring your building plans
• Nice corner wooded site in Michiana Shores
• Close to Lake Michigan beaches
• Built soon to enjoy the summer activities

$45,000 

$449,000 
$1,625,000 
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Doorway to Christmas

The Beacher’s Drew White was one of the local judges who helped pick the winning entry in a contest at Edgewood Elementary School that involved 
decorating doors for Christmas. White appears before the fi rst-place winner, a gingerbread house made by the instructional assistants. Second place 

went to the Christmas tree on the music room door and third place to the Charlie Brown scene. Photo by Andrew Tallackson

Free family fun in the dunes! Learn more and reserve 
online at DunesLearningCenter.org/events
Thanks to event sponsors and partners, ArcelorMittal, 
BP, Enbridge, Friends of Indiana Dunes, Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore, and NIPSCO. Made 
possible, in part, with support from the Indiana Arts 
Commission, South Shore Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

Saturday, January 14

Dunes Learning Center

A thought provoking dining experience. Details and 
tickets at DunesLearningCenter.org/events
Our second pop-up dinner offers food for thought at 
Dunes Learning Center’s Cowles Lodge. The evening 
begins with a screening of The Land, a short but 
provocative documentary film. A four-course dinner, 
beverages, and sparkling conversation, to follow. Space 
is limited. Reserve online before February 14th.

Tuesday, February 21

@ Dunes Learning Center
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TOWN | COUNTRY | BEACH REAL ESTATE SPECIALISTS

1010 N. Karwick Rd
Michigan City, IN 46360

219-872-4000
FAX (219) 872-4182

T

WE SPEAK TECH!

@MerrionRealty

www.MerrionRealty.com

HABLA ESPANOL 

Dear Friends and Family,
As 2016 draws to a close, we feel fortunate as a small 

business to share our successes with our friends and neighbors 
in Northwest Indiana.

The real estate market was BUSY this year! Houses are 
taking less time to sell, and some homes, especially in 
residential markets, received multiple offers within weeks of 
listing. We are seeing how low housing inventory and high 
demand are creating a more balanced marketplace for buyers 
and sellers. 

Our agents’ business saw tremendous growth this year, with 
a record number of agents becoming Million Dollar Producers 
and a few Multi-Million Dollar Producers. 

Jane Cooley, The Hat Lady, continues her decades long 
streak as a Multi-Million Dollar Producer. Her dedication to her career, and marketing programs specifically 
crafted for her sellers, are an incredible benefit to her clients. Cari Adams, in her dual role as a seasoned 
Real Estate Broker and our Social Media Director, is a Multi-Million Dollar Producer who has created a 
trusted name for herself in the beach market. Danelcy Patterson, our multi-lingual real estate specialist, 
is a first-time Multi-Million Dollar Producer this year, listing and selling multiple homes in the beach and 
beyond. 

Marge Skwiat-Gloy, a Million Dollar Producer, continues to amaze us with the can-do attitude she gives 
her clients. Diana Hirsch, again a Million Dollar Producer in 2016, brings a positive force into our office and 
to her clients, showing us how going the extra mile for everyone positively reflects in a business model. 

Rose Pollock, a Million Dollar Producer, had a successful year of bank-owned, residential and secondary 
beach home properties. Denise O’Connor, a Million Dollar Producer, made strides in the beach area in 
2016, adding to her already impressive track record of listing and selling homes within 3% of list price. Betty 
Sams, who joined our office in August 2015, also is a Million Dollar Producer for 2016, successfully selling in 
areas of expertise (Beach ~ Town ~ Country).

Cindy Hernandez is a new grandma to a very beloved Ellie, spending lots of new Grammy time while 
handling her prosperous real estate career with ease. Gail Mathews and Joe Gazarkiewicz are esteemed 
team members, wowing us with their ability to successfully manage a full-time career and real estate. Joe 
also was a Million Dollar Producer in 2016. 

Val Pudlo (aka My Pal Val) offers her clients more than 20 
years of real estate experience, and she loves working with 
buyers! Jane “Regie” Palella’s commitment and initiative as a 
real estate broker continue to reflect her accomplishments 
in a busy Northwest Indiana real estate market.

We are ever blessed by our community and our wonderful 
team of knowledgeable and driven real estate brokers, which 
has helped us exceed our 2016 goals. We look forward to 
serving you in 2017.

Thank you for a blessed year,
Tricia & Jeff Meyer

From left to right: Marge Skwiat-Gloy, Rose Pollock, Cari 
Adams, Tricia Meyer, Jeff Meyer, Jane Cooley, Danelcy 

Patterson, Betty Sams, Gail Mathews
Not pictured: Diana Hirsch, Cindy Hernandez,  

Jane "Regie" Palella, Joe Gazarkiewicz, Val Pudlo

Tricia & Jeff Meyer, Owners Cari Adams, Santa (played by 
David Bradley), Tricia Meyer
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From Our House to Yours…

The Beacher staff 
wishes you and yours 

a Holiday Season fi lled
with joy, peace and love 

and a New Year that 
promises even more.

An Extra Special Thanks to all 
the advertisers. 2016 was another great 
year!

And, of course, to you, our dear and 
faithful readers, thanks and see you 
next year!

The Beacher takes a two week holiday 
now and will return on January 12.

  “Happy Holidays to All
  and to All a Good Night”
      ----Drew Tallackson



T   was the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

T   he children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced through their heads;
And mamma in her kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap,
When out on the lawn there arose such a a clatter,
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.

A    way to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

T    he moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below;
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer,
With a little old driver, so lively and quick
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick..

M    ore rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name:
“Now Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer! and Vixen!
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch!  to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!

A    s dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleighful of toys, and St. Nicholas too.

A    nd then in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my head, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.

H    e was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot:
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back.
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.

H  is eyes, how they twinkled! his dimples, how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow;
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke, it encircled his head like a wreath.

H  e had a broad face, and a little round belly
that shook, when he laughed like a bowl full of jelly.

H  e was chubby and plump - a right jolly old elf -
And I laughed, when I saw him, in spite of myself;
A wink of his eye, and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

H  e spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

H  e sprang to his sleigh, to the team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew, like the down of a thistle,
But I heard him exclaim, e’re he drove out of sight,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!”

A Visit From St. Nicholas
by Clement C. Moore
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“Dear Santa Claus”
A beloved tradition returns to The Beacher with letters to Santa Claus from Notre Dame Elementary 

School second-graders, presented to you just as the children wrote them. Thanks to second-grade teacher 
Lindsay Jurczak for helping us out. Enjoy!

Dear Santa,
My name is Mark. I am 7½ 

years old. My role is to be a good 
student. How are you Santa? How 
much gass mileage dose your 
sleigh get? Also how do you get 
to all the places in one night? For 
Christmas could I please have a 
Gold Dig It, Lego Jurassic World, 
Pokemon Sun, and Seiris 10 Lego 
Blind Bags? I have been good at 
home because my mom has told 
me to do something one time and 
the same for school.

Your Friend,
Mark

Dear Santa,
I’m Colleen. I am 8 years old. 

I’m going to Florda for Christmas. 
Is it cold in the North Pole? This is 
why I am on the nice list. I helped 
my mom and dad to the leaves. I 
would like a LEGO theam park 
set.  Watch out on Sunday there 
is going to be a snowstorm. What 
kind of cookies do you like?

Love,
Colleen

Dear Santa,
My name is Braedan. I love piz-

za, pizza tacos, and noodles. I live 
in Michigan City, IN. Can I please 
have a big Batman set, any kind 
of Lego set, Flipeez, and a interac-
tive R2D2? At home for my mom’s 
birthday, I made a necklace and 
a treasure hunt. In school I help 
people if they can’t spell or read 
something. How are your riend-
eer?

Merry Christmas,
Braedan

Dear Santa,
My name is Mary. I am eight 

years old. I live in Indiana. I go to 
Noter Dame Cathlick School. I’m 
on the good list because I helped 
Danel with work sometimes, and 
at my house I made breckfast 
and its not my chore. I would like 
Pokemon cards, make-up, and a 
camra please. Merry Cristmas!

Love,
Mary Elizabeth

Dear Santa,
Hello my name is Lucille. I am 

7 years old. I live in Indiana. I am 
a student at Notre Dame Catholic 
School. At home I think I have ben 
OK. I have helped Mary E. when 
she hurt her hand and at home I 
have helped my mom. I would re-
aly love to have a lot of cookey doe, 
a Ipod, and a Easy Bake Oven. 
How are you? How do you deliver 
all the presnts in one night? How 
is Roodollf?

Your Friend,
Lucille

P.S. Please!!!!!!

Dear Santa,
My name is Daniel. I am 7 years 

old. I live in Indiana. I’m a student 
from Notre Dame Catlfl ice School. 
I do my home work. I work hard. I 
would like Skylanders Trap Team, 
and Lego Dimensions but gold. 
How does the ringdeer fl ys?

Love,
Daniel
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Dear Santa,
My name is Ella. For Christmas I would like a 

knitting set please because I love to knit and I have 
been good. How do you fl y? How do you get to every 
house on Christmas night?

Love,
Ella

Dear Santa,
My name is Timothy. I live in LaPort Indiana. I 

am eight years old. I am a student at Notre Dame 
Catholic School. I need gloves so my hands don’t get 
cold. May I please have a remote control car and 
helicopter, Itunes card, and a lot of raw cookie dow, 
and a Ipod please? At home, I cleaned the toy room 
and helped build a train track for my little brothers.  
At school, I helped my friends and worked hard.  
How do you diliver all of the presents to people and 
how do your raindeer fl y?

Sincerely,
Timothy

Dear Santa,
My name is Aidan. May I please have a Xbox one, 

PS4, and Nintendo 3DS? Wich list am I on? How 
many Elfs do you have? How do you go around the 
hole earth at night? How many presents am I go-
ing to get this year? What year were you born? How 
many Raindeer do you have?

Your Friend,
Aidan

Dear Santa,
This year for Crismis I want 2 Xbox remotes, 1 

Wii remote, 1 Xbox 360, 1 disc of Scilander Gients.  
How are Misis Clos and you doing? Am I on the bad 
or good list? I helped my mom cook my faveret food.  
I let my dog out every day. My name is Dorian. I live 
in Indeana. I have a sister that is 2 years old.

Love,
Dorian

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? How are your rainder doing?  

I want a My Friend Pikachu, Minecraft wii edison, 
New super Mario Bros wii, and Netendo games 
please. I am 8 years old. I live in Indana. My school 
is Notre Dame. I hope you have a safe trip Santa.

Your Friend,
Bryan

Dear Santa,
My name is Lucy Rose. I am 7 years old. I live 

in Indiana. I am a student at Notre Dame Cathlic 
School. At school I helped my hurt friend. At home I 
donated food. May I please have a knitting kit? That 
is all I want. So how are you doing? What is it like 
living at the North Pole?  

Merry Christmas,
Lucy Rose

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa my name is Jalen. I am a good 8 year 

old boy. I live in Indiyana. At home I do good deeds.  
I help my mom and family. At school I am good. I 
would like Lego Sonic and Lego Dmenshons, Bat 
Man, Kai, Jay, Cole and Zane please. What do you 
do over the sumer? How are you Santa?

Your friend,
Jalen

Dear Santa,
This year for Christmas, can I have a hoe for my 

farm, a real horse, My Little Ponys, a pink dirt bike, 
new camera, cowgirl boots, toy pig, and a veterinar-
ein kit? My name is Mary Kate. I am 8 years old.  At 
home, I cleaned my room. Are you having fun?

Merry Christmas,
Mary Kate

   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Make this a Joyous Season!

Closed Tuesdays
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Genealogist of the Year
Rita Duncan is 

the new La Porte 
County Genealo-
gist of the Year.

Duncan re-
ceived the honor 
at the Dec. 13 
meeting of La 
Porte County Ge-
nealogical Society.

Gloria Arndt, 
speaking on be-
half of committee 
members Fern 
Eddy Schultz and 
Dorothy Palmer, 
said the award 

honors someone who has promoted genealogy in La 
Porte County through publications, programs and/
or by assisting others in their search for source re-
cords. This also includes someone who has abstract-
ed, indexed and/or taught about source records or 
methodology. 

Duncan was introduced by Patricia Harris, who  
nominated her. She is a genealogist and historian 
who has studied and clarifi ed the story of Native 
Americans who have lived in the area around the 
Great Lakes. She has found and preserved records 
previously unknown, and teaches young people, 
especially Native American children, their history 
and heritage.

The next meeting is at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
at the La Porte City Parks Department, 250 Pine 
Lake Ave., La Porte. Visit tinyurl.com/ndooe7s for 
more details.

Rita Duncan (right) poses with Pat Harris
after receiving the award.

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

A Gift From

1722 Franklin St., Michigan City 
(219) 879-6100

25% Discount on 
All Jewelry

•••
Open Dec. 24 Until 5 p.m.

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment BoutiqueUpscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYSCLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PMSUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

‘Tis the Season.‘Tis the Season.
Put Your Style On.Put Your Style On.

Find YOUnique at Posh.Find YOUnique at Posh.

Happy, Healthy Holidays!Happy, Healthy Holidays!
20% off all jewelry thru December 20% off all jewelry thru December 

Superb Consigners/Premium LabelsSuperb Consigners/Premium Labels

Taking Winter Consignments • Appointments AppreciatedTaking Winter Consignments • Appointments Appreciated
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All the TLC shows in this spacious 3BR, 3BA Pottawattomie Park ranch home. Hardwood floors 
under carpet are a bonus! Partially finished basement is great for entertaining. Additional detached 
garage is insulated and heated, great for car buffs or boat storage. Large enclosed porch, sprinkler 
system, alarm system, newer roof and windows, newer furnace and central air. New whole house 
generator just added. This is a must see!

1st

PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP 

$169,900
317 Garden Trail

Pottawattomie Park, IN  46360

PRICE REDUCED

Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Proper Ways to Dispose of Holiday Waste
Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day, 

Americans generate an additional million tons of 
household waste beyond the amount usually cre-
ated at other times of the year.

That’s according to the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. It’s a massive 25 percent spike in 
waste that occurs like clockwork each year. 

But responsibly disposing of extra holiday waste 
this Christmas season is easy with the La Porte 
County Solid Waste District’s help.

“Most of that waste, such as packaging and boxes, 
greeting cards, used batteries and old electronics, 
can be recycled through the Solid Waste District’s 
various programs,” said Alicia Ebaugh, the Dis-
trict’s education and public-outreach coordinator. 
“And many things can be reused, recyclable or not.”

Here’s a quick guide:
• Curbside recycling – Recycle cardboard and 

paperboard boxes, plastic packaging and greet-
ing cards. Do not recycle Styrofoam packaging or 
peanuts, gift wrap or bows. Take all plastic bags 
back to the local grocery store for recycling if un-
able to reuse them.

• Used batteries and cell phones – These are 
accepted year-round at 16 locations throughout 
the county, including Al’s Supermarkets, Kabelin 
Ace Hardware stores and the District offi ce, 2857 
W. Indiana 2.

• Used electronics and Christmas lights – TVs, 
DVD players, video game systems, computers or 
other electronic devices can be recycled at one 
of the District’s electronics recycling trailers. 
Christmas light strands also are accepted. The 

site at 1027 Hitchcock Road in Michigan City is 
open from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, and the site at the District offi ce is open from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
If cell phones 

or electron-
ic items still 
work, try fi nd-
ing new homes 
for them in-
stead of throw-
ing them out. 
Perhaps a local 
homeless shel-
ter, church or 
family in need 
could use them.

Live Christ-
mas trees may 
be composted 
at the Zigler 
Road site and 
the Westville 
C o r r e c t i o n a l 
Facility site af-
ter Jan. 2. They 
also may be 
picked up by the local trash hauler for composting. 
Check with them for details.

Contact the Solid Waste District at (219) 326-
0014 with any questions, visit www.solidwastedis-
trict.com or message the District on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/LPCoRecycling. 

• Give the gift of an experience: music lessons, 
lessons for a new hobby, a massage, a trip to a 
state park or tickets to a sporting event or play.

• Invest in family and friends. Instead of giving 
a gift, contribute to a child’s savings account, 
education IRA or give them a U.S. Savings 
Bond.

• Give a monetary donation to a local charity in 
someone else’s name.

• Keep it simple. One thoughtful gift is better 
than six wrapped packages of unwanted gifts.

• Rather than wrapping gifts for youngsters, 

hide the presents and turn Christmas into a 
treasure hunt.

• Create a recyclable wrapping paper by using 
the Sunday comics, magazines and wrapping 
paper recovered from previous events. 

• Reuse bags and boxes. Items like shredded 
wrapping paper, broken ornaments and greet-
ing cards can be great for art projects.

• Recycle unwanted and duplicated gifts by 
promptly exchanging them or giving them to a 
local charity.

Ways to Avoid Creating Waste During the Holidays:

We Put The Snow Where You Want ItWe Put The Snow Where You Want It
SHORELAND MARINE SNOW SHORELAND MARINE SNOW 

PLOWINGPLOWING
Commercial-Residential. 

Most residential $25, includes sidewalk. 
Free quotes. Call today to get on the list!

219-861-BOAT (2628)
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SUITE DREAMS ARE MADE OF THESE

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
         1106 E US HWY 20, Michigan City
    www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com

(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035
Mon. - Friday. 9:30 - 6, Sat. 9 - 6 Sunday 12 - 4

Prentice Queen Bed with Storage Footboard, Dresser, Mirror and 
Nightstand in bright white with satin nicklel color hardware

Chest

Media Chest

Queen Bed 
with posts

Dresser
and
Mirror

Media 
Chest

Wyatt Daybed 
with scrolling metal 
and brown cherry stained finish 

Trinell Full Panel Bed 
with underbed storage option in a 
rustic plank finish over replicated   
           oak grain

 Nightstand        Chest

Chest

Nightstand

Dresser and Mirror with fireplace option

TV stand 
with 
fireplace 
option

Mattresses to fi t every bed and budget by Therapedic, Tommy Bahama and US Bedding
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La Lumiere 3-D Art Students Unveil Art Installation Project

La Lumiere seniors Xi Zhang (from left), Isabelle Hendricks, Pat Jelinek, Isaiah Coleman Lands, Eduardo Maitin, 
Ethan Dolezal and Ethan Murillo pose with their 3-D art project “Quantum Threads.”

La Lumiere School’s 3-D art class unveiled its 
art installation project, “Quantum Threads,” to the 
student body earlier this month with a presentation 
during the daily morning meeting and an all-day 
art room open house.

Prior to the installation, art and physics students 
traveled to Fermilab in Batavia, Ill., to study the 
relationship between art and science, and to see the 
unseen — images of subatomic particles colliding in 
a particle accelerator.

Upon their return, art students began drawing 
images of collided particles, writing poems about 

them and, with the inspiration of artists Christo 
and Jeanne-Claude, using fi bers and the conceptual 
art practice of wrapping to weave a story about the 
underlying fabric of the quantum fi eld, to make it 
visible to the human eye.

“In studying fi ber art, installation art, conceptual 
art, color theory, quantum mechanics and cosmol-
ogy, we took a journey into the relationship between 
science and art,” La Lumiere Art Teacher Katie 
Wall said. “We took common threads, synthetic fi -
bers and threads, and recycled or found fabrics to 
create a quantum web.”

La Lumiere 3-D art students Duong Chu Vu and Andi Breitowich sew 
images of particles colliding into fabric during art class. Studies for “Quantum Threads.”
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Indiana Dunes State Park
 The following programs are offered

at Indiana Dunes State Park:
Saturday, Dec. 24.

The Nature Center closes at 2 p.m.
• 10 a.m. — Ninth Annual Christmas Eve 

Shopping Stroll.
Meet at the Nature Center for the annual 60-min-

ute trek through dune forests, culminating with a 
fi re, hot cocoa and other holiday snacks at the Na-
ture Center.
Saturday, Dec. 31

• 10 a.m. — Winter Hike into Beaver Bayou.
Meet at the Nature Center for a short stroll to 

this past summer’s beaver activity and the fl ooded 
area they created. 

• 2 p.m. — Animal Adaptations.
Meet at the Nature Center Auditorium to learn 

about the different survival options animals have 
during the winter.
Sunday, Jan. 1

The Nature Center is open from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
• 10 a.m. — First Day Hike: 3DC!
Meet park staff at the Nature Center for a special 

3 Dune Challenge hike. Explore recent park proj-
ects and possible ice shelf formation, with the hike 
ending with snacks and a fi re. The program is part 
of a  50-state initiative, America’s State Parks First 
Day Hikes, which serves as an opportunity to con-
nect with the outdoors. 

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are available at
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore:

• Christmas Bird Count on Thursday, Dec. 29.
Thousands of families, students, amateurs, bird-

ers and scientists are invited to use binoculars, bird 
guides and checklists to count the world’s bird pop-
ulations. The National Audubon Society and other 
organizations use the data to assess the health of 
bird populations, and guide conservation action.

The event is free, but requires advance registra-
tion by Dec. 26. Contact ranger Christine Gerlach 
at (219) 395-1885 or christine_gerlach@nps.gov.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street in 
Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360                       

“Family Owned Since 2001”

OPEN 7 DAYS
219-878-1720 • 219-878-9141 Fax

email dunelandhome@gmail.com • website: dunelandhome.com
Follow us on Facebook

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HOME & HARDWARE NEEDS
 SAVE TIME, GAS & MONEY!!!    

COUNTERTOPS

CARPETING

WOOD FLOORING

SAW

WRENCHES

CERAMIC TILECERAMIC TILE

SCREW DRIVERS

KITCHEN CABINETS

WINDOW BLINDS

TAPE MEASURE

TOOLS

DRILL

Happy       Holidays!
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First Friday Art Walk
The First Friday Art Walk is from 5 to 8 p.m. Jan. 

6 in Michigan City’s Uptown Arts District.
Businesses, galleries and other attractions will 

host everything from art to entertainment and re-
freshments. 

Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 
will present an Open Mic event for poets, musicians, 
comedians and anyone else interested.

Spots fi ll quickly, so those interested should reg-
ister at tinyurl.com/zm7yxbc

Visit www.uptownartsdistrict.org for general in-
formation on First Friday.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:

• Family Coloring Friday Nights from 5 to 7 
p.m. Fridays at Hageman Library, 100 Francis 
St., Porter.

Materials are provided, but patrons can take 
their own. No registration is necessary.

• Cupcakes and Canvas from 10 a.m. to noon 
or 2 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 27, at Westches-
ter Township History Museum, located in the 
Brown Mansion, 700 W. Porter Ave.

Children 6-12 can paint step-by-step with an in-
structor to create a winter-themed piece. No previ-
ous art experience is necessary, and all supplies are 
provided. Participants should wear clothes that can 
get messy. A parent or guardian must accompany 
each child. Class size is limited to 10 children. Reg-
ister at the museum or by calling (219) 983-9715.

• Pokemon League from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tues-
days at Thomas Library.

The program is aimed at children in fi rst grade 
and older. Attendees learn to make decks of 60 cards. 
They don’t need to take anything unless wanting to 
take a starter pack of cards.

• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Wednesdays in the Thomas Library Ber-
tha Wood Meeting Room.

Aimed at children in third grade and older, at-
tendees learn beginning crochet from Sadie Steciuch. 
Children should take a size G crochet hook and skein 
of medium weight yarn. Class size is limited, and 
registration is required by calling (219) 926-7696.

• Holiday Closings.
Thomas and Hageman branches, Westchester 

Public Library Service Center, Westchester Town-
ship History Museum, Chesterton Adult Learning 
Center and the Westchester Township Trustee offi ce 
will close Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 24-25, for the 
Christmas holiday. Regular hours resume Monday, 
Dec. 26.

All facilities again will close Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec. 31-Jan. 1, for the New Year’s holiday. Reg-
ular hours resume Monday, Jan. 2.

WALL
Constructors, LLC

117 West Seventh Street   Michigan City, IN 46360117 West Seventh Street   Michigan City, IN 46360
219-879-8291219-879-8291

Fax 219-879-8211   email: wallconstructors@sbcglobal.netFax 219-879-8211   email: wallconstructors@sbcglobal.net

Four Generations of Quality ConstructionFour Generations of Quality Construction

• Design• Design

• New • New 
ConstructionConstruction

• Additions• Additions

• Renovations• Renovations

• Residential• Residential

• Commercial• Commercial
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Holiday Tree Bonfi re
Haverstock Funeral Home will host the Holiday 

Tree Bonfi re at 5 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 8, at La Porte 
County Fairgrounds, 2581 W. Indiana 2.

The event includes hot chocolate, popcorn and 
treats. Families with real trees may drop them off 
in front of the designated horse arena anytime after  
the holiday and through Jan. 7. The La Porte Street 
Department also will pick them up.

Everyone is invited to the event, regardless if 
dropping off a tree. Call (219) 362-3333 for details.

Beach Garden Club
Rima Binder summarized the Beach Garden 

Club’s accomplishments during her tenure as presi-
dent during its Christmas luncheon at Long Beach 
Country Club.

With the help of Dee Caulfi eld and Pat Latchford, 
club liaisons to the Long Beach Park District board, 
the park district allocated money to buy plants and 
bushes for a Long Beach park.

Club members selected, purchased and planted 
at the Veterans Garden, the garden along the ten-
nis court, the planter at the Moore entrance to Long 
Beach, planters at the community center and plant-
ers at the old Lake Shore Drive pumping station.

In 2107, new planters will appear at the Veterans 
Garden. Thanks to the donation of plants from the 
Caulfi eld garden, the club extended the planting 
along the tennis courts.

Members volunteered hours to maintain the 
garden at Michiana Humane Society, and planted 
a maple in memory of longtime member and past 
president Marianne Gosswiller. 

Binder presented two long-standing members 
as honorary members: Marilyn McKay and Betty 
Duggan. New President Beverly Bruesch and Vice 
President Beverly Johnson were installed. 

Joan Langley completed the morning reading, 
Richard Jauron’s “The Gardener’s Version of The 
Night Before Christmas.”

Incoming Beach Garden Club President Beverly Bruesch (left)
and Outgoing President Rima Binder.

219-874-2454
www.MichianaMechanical.com

Dryness a Problem 
in Your Home?

• Improve your comfort – reduce static 
shock, itchy skin, dry noses and scratchy 
throats

• Protect your well-being – help reduce the 
symptoms of upper respiratory ailments

• Save energy – enjoy comfort at lower 
temperatures

• Preserve your furnishings – protect 
woodwork from cracking

Not valid on prior service or with other offers.  Offer good at Michiana Mechanical.  Expires 
Dec. 31, 2016

WHOLE-HOME HUMIDIFIER

$100 Off

Install today… feel comfortable tonight!

Whole-Home Humidifi er
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Warren J. Attar, Agent
My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com 

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

ATTENTION BEACH HOUSE OWNERS:
We currently have more renters than owners and need your 
beach homes. We have a wait list of clients looking for 
homes of all sizes for the 2017 summer rental season. If 
you have beach access and want to make money on your 
home call us today!

(773) 677-2733 www.NorthStarRealtyIN.com
northstarpropertiesin@gmail.com

Visclosky Honors Rotary Club
U.S. Rep. Pete Visclosky recently honored Michi-

gan City Rotary Club before the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for celebrating its 100th anniversary.

The club was founded on Oct. 19, 1916, to promote 
civic development and public welfare. There were 
65 original members. Over the years, it participated 
in the movement to establish Indiana Dunes State 
Park, and aided the formation of the local chamber 
of commerce, the City Planning and Zoning Com-
mission and Michigan City Historical Society.

“The Rotary Club of Michigan City has been suc-
cessful due to the unwavering dedication of its lead-
ership and members,” Visclosky said. “Northwest 
Indiana is not only grateful but proud to have the 
organization’s support for the past 100 years.”

Land Trust Receives Grants
Shirley Heinze Land Trust has received multi-

year grants from ArcelorMittal and The Gaylord 
and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation.

Namely, the grants will fund a development di-
rector who will help Shirley Heinze grow faster and 
advance its work in regional land protection and 
conservation.

Executive Director Kristopher Krouse said the 
new position will aid recent expansion of the group’s 
geographical coverage into St. Joseph, Starke and 
Marshall counties.

Shirley Heinze Land Trust has been protecting 
and preserving natural land since 1981. More than 
2,100 acres in Lake, Porter, La Porte and St. Joseph 
counties have been preserved for the public’s ben-
efi t. Visit www.heinzetrust.org, call (219) 242-8558 
or access its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
heinzetrust for more details.

Michiana Volley Series
by Kayla Weiss

Long Beach native Colleen Wall-Lane has part-
nered with Ross Balling, EVP National Volleyball 
Tour owner and commissioner, to bring the Michi-
ana Volley Series to the area.

Starting in January, Balling and Wall-Lane will 
present training sessions for youth in grades 4-8 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Saturdays at Notre Dame School 
and 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. CST Mondays at St. Mary of 
the Lake, New Buffalo, Mich.

The sessions will emphasize the mechanics, self 
mastery drills and game-type situations. 

“We provide a great alternative for those families 
who are not able to commit to a juniors club,” said 
Wall-Lane, who grew up by Stop 30. “We are so ex-
cited to bring this to the beach area this winter!” 

The EVP Tour supports beach volleyball events 
and channels resources to support the top teams so 
they can compete on the national tour event. 

Balling has played professional beach volleyball, 
and owned and operated the EVP tour for 25 years, 
coaching and producing events all over the country. 
EVP operates youth programs — indoor and out-
door — throughout the Chicagoland area. 

Lane was part of the three-time volleyball state 
championship team at Marquette Catholic High 
School. She played volleyball at Purdue University, 
coached at PNC from 2007-2008 and played in the 
women’s A and AA division for the Great Lakes re-
gion out of Chicago. She also operated the Hoosier-
land Volleyball Club with her husband, Kevin Lane, 
in Bloomington, Ind. 

The cost to participate in the Michiana Volley Se-
ries is $60 per month. Visit tinyurl.com/znvebv7 to 
register or for additional information.
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La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. Hol-
mesville Road, La Porte. Call (219) 
325-8315 or visit www.laportecoun-
typarks.org for more details.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy mu-
sic, dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, 
hiking.

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Jan. 23 
and 30, March 6 and 20, and April 3 at Luhr Coun-
ty Park Nature Center, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West. Call (219) 325-8315 at least one week in ad-
vance to register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per 
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment 
are required at least one week in advance or until 
full, whichever comes fi rst. The next program is: 
• Jan. 25 — Hunting Tracks.
• Feb. 8 — Happy Hibernators.
• Feb. 15 — Flying High.
• March 8 — Snakes Alive.
• March 22 — Spring Has Sprung.
• April 12 — It’s Feeding Time.
• April 19 — Tree Treasures.

Chit-Chat with the Park Superintendent
Park Superintendent Jeremy Sobecki invites the 

community to the meet and greets, which are from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25, at Luhr Park 
Nature Center, and 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, at Red Mill County Park — Pat Smith Hall.

No pre-registration is required. Those attending 
can share their thoughts and ideas, and learn about 
what’s new in county parks. Coffee will be served.

Breakfast with the Birds
The free program is from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Satur-

day, Jan. 28, at Luhr County Park Nature Center.
Registration is not required. Children must be ac-

companied by an adult.

Shelter and Hall Reservations
Call (219) 325-8315 to make reservations for one 

of many picnic shelters at any of the four county 
parks, or Pat Smith Hall at Red Mill County Park 
for a family function.

“My customers look to 

me to help them make 

a good decision on a 
loan that is tailored to 

their needs.” 307 West Buffalo Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

Cheryl Hamilton
Mortgage Lender,
NMLS 436346

cheryl.hamilton@bankwithmutual.com

269.469.5552

269.325.0272
bankwithmutual.com

Enjoy the season in a 
new home of your own! 
Contact Mortgage Lender, 
Cheryl Hamilton to make a 
quality loan decision with 
which you can truly live.

‘Tis the Season
 to purchase a home
 in New Buffalo!

MELODY’S WHOLE 
HOUSE ESTATE SALE
Conducting Professional Estate Sales for 26 Years.

Fully Insured and Bonded. Family Owned and Operated

We offer professionally 
conducted estate, 

downsizing & moving 
sales done in your 

Home!

Call for your Free in HOME Evaluation

574.355.1500 MELODY
574.355.1600 TOM

574.753.8695 OFFICE

MKOLKE@AOL.COM 
www.melodysestatesale.com

“We LOVE what we do” ~ Melody
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Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:

• “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince” 
at 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 22.

The movie, which is Rated PG, will be shown in 
memory of the late Alan Rickman. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Children 18 and younger are 
eligible to win a copy of the movie.

• Holiday closings.
The library will close at noon Friday, Dec. 23, and  

remain closed Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 24-25, for 
the Christmas holiday. The library also will close 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 31-Jan. 1, for the New 
Year holiday.

• STEAM Ahead Kids: Marshmallow Snow-
man Decoration Craft at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
27.  

Children will make a snowman. They must be 
present to receive craft materials.

• “The Secret Life of Pets” at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 28. 

The movie is Rated PG. Light refreshments will 
be served. Children 18 and younger are eligible to 
win a copy of the movie.

• “The BFG” at 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 29. 
The movie is Rated PG. Light refreshments will 

be served. Children 18 and younger are eligible to 
win a copy of the movie.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

Business
Cards
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219.879.9140
312.343.9143

HOME LENDERTalk to your local

E X C E P T I O N A L  S E R V I C S E N S I B L E  A D V I C E ®

Member FDIC horizonbank.com

Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

NMLS# 586271

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Barker Mansion at Christmas
The last chance to view the holiday decorations 

at Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St., is from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 31.

Self-guided and guided tours are available, with 
cocoa, tea and kids’ crafts planned. The cost is $8 for 
adults and $5 for youth 15 and younger. Visit www.
barkermansion.com for more details.

Tri Kappa Scholarship
Michigan City’s Tri Kappa Delta Mu Chapter is 

offering 2017 scholarships.
For the Key Scholarship, applicants must:

• Be enrolled at an accredited college offering an 
associate or baccalaureate degree for at least one 
semester prior to making the application.

• Have no previous undergraduate degree beyond 
high school.

• Have had an interruption in education for at least 
fi ve years prior to current enrollment. This must 
be documented.

• Plan to enroll in a minimum of six credit hours 
for the next semester.

• Be a U.S. citizen and Indiana resident within the 
jurisdiction of the sponsoring chapter.
For the general scholarships, applicants must:

• Be enrolled full time at an accredited college of-
fering a baccalaureate or graduate degree.

• Be a sophomore, junior, senior or graduate stu-
dent at the time of application and enrolled full 
time during the subsequent school year.

• Be a U.S. citizen and Indiana resident within the 
jurisdiction of the sponsoring chapter.
The application deadline is Jan. 14. Contact 

Scholarship Committee Chairwoman Rhonda Kow-
alski at (219) 898-5088 or rmkowalski@sap-corp.
com to obtain an application or for more details.

HORIZON
AWNING

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades

Canvas Repairs

Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329
800-513-2940

KDT designs with 
you in mind.

See our full list of interior design services and examples online:  
www.houzz.com/pro/kdtdesigns/
To arrange a design consultation, call 312.802.4616 or  
email:  studio@kdtdesignsinc.net
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le
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ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Activities to Explore 
In the Area: 
Dec. 22 — “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 

Prince,” 10 a.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 23-Jan. 9 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Manchester By 
the Sea.” Rated R. Times: 5:45 p.m. Dec. 23-29. Also: 
“Moonlight.” Rated R. Times: 9 p.m. Dec. 23, 3 p.m. 
Dec. 27 & 29. Also: “A Street Cat Named Bob.” Not 
Rated. Times: 3 p.m. Dec. 26 & 30, 6 p.m. Jan. 6-9. 
Also: “The Entertainer.” Not Rated. Time: 2 p.m. Dec. 
28. All times Eastern. Info: vickerstheatre.com

Dec. 24 — HANUKKAH.
Dec. 24 — Ninth Annual Christmas Eve Shop-

ping Stroll, Nature Center @ Indiana Dunes State 
Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. 
Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 24 — Outdoor Christmas Chimes Concert, 
4 p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 Franklin 
Square. 

Dec. 25 — CHRISTMAS DAY.
Dec. 26 — BOXING DAY.
Dec. 27 — STEAM Ahead Kids: Marshmallow 

Snowman Decoration Craft, 10 a.m., Michigan City 
Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-
3049.

Dec. 27 — Cupcakes and Canvas, 10 a.m.-noon 
or 2-4 p.m., Westchester Township History Museum 
in Brown Mansion, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. 
Registration: (219) 983-9715.

Dec. 28 — “The Secret Life of Pets,” 10 a.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 29 — “The BFG,” 10 a.m., Michigan City 
Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-
3049.

Dec. 31 — Final day for holiday decorations, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. 
Cost: $8/adults, $5/youth 15 & younger. Info: www.
barkermansion.com

Dec. 31 — Winter Hike into Beaver Bayou, 10 
a.m., Nature Center @ Indiana Dunes State Park, 
1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: 
(219) 926-1390.

Dec. 31 — Super Happy Funtime (Adults 18+), 
9 p.m. EST, The Acorn Theater, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $30. Info: www.
acorntheater.com, (269) 756-3879.

Jan. 1 — NEW YEAR’S DAY.
Jan. 1 — First Day Hike: 3DC!, 10 a.m., Indiana 

Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 6 — First Friday Art Walk, 5-8 p.m., Michi-
gan City’s Uptown Arts District. Info: www.uptown-
artsdistrict.org

Jan. 6 — Open mic, 5-8 p.m., Lubeznik Center 
for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Registration: tinyurl.
com/zm7yxbc
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

Through Dec. 28 — Holiday Artisan Market, 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
Info: lubeznikcenter.org, (219) 874-4900.

Through Jan. 6 — Exhibit, Dorothy Graden, Lau-
rel Izard & Edwin Shelton, Visit Michigan City La 
Porte. Opening reception: 5-8 p.m. Nov. 18.

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Mondays, Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 
7 p.m. Mon./Franciscan St. Anthony Health, 301 
W. Homer St., 9 a.m. Fri./First United Method-
ist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: https://oa.org, 
(219) 879-0300.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Want Your Event 
Listed Here? Call

(219) 879-0088
or email

drew@thebeacher.com

Take Home Your Copy of 
the Award-Winning Movie!

Unsigned Copy: $14
Available at 

911 Franklin St. 
Michigan City

Signed Copy by 
Hancock & Tristan: 

$23.25 (includes shipping/handling)
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Novena to St. Jude
Holy Saint Jude, Apostle and Martyr, 
great in virtue and rich in miracles, 
near kinsman of Jesus Christ, 
Faithful intercessor of all who invoke 
your special patronage in time of 
need. To you I have recourse from 
the depths of my heart and humbly 

beg to whom God has given such great power To 
come to my assistance. Help me in my present 
and urgent petition, In return I promise to make 
your name known and cause you to come to my 
assistance. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Mary’s and 3 
Glory Be’s. Publication must be promised. St. Jude 
pray for us and all who invoke your aid. Amen. This 
Novena has never been known to fail. This Novena 
must be said for 9 consecutive days.

On December 22, 1864, during the Civil War, Union 
Gen. William Sherman sent a message to President 
Lincoln from Georgia, saying, “I beg to present you 
as a Christmas gift the city of Savannah.”
On December 22, 1944, during the Battle of the 
Bulge, U.S. Brig. Gen. Anthony McAuliffe reported-
ly replied “Nuts!” when the Germans demanded the 
Americans surrender in the World War II confl ict.
On December 22, 1991, Ethlerose James Owens, 
the last grandchild of outlaw Jesse James, died at 
the age of 84.
On December 23, 1823, A Visit from St. Nicholas, 
by Clement Clarke Moore, was published in the 
Troy (New York) Sentinel.
On December 23, 2003, the federal government 
announced the fi rst suspected case of Mad Cow Dis-
ease in the United States.
On December 24, 1814, the United States and 
Great Britain signed the Treaty of Ghent, ending 
the War of 1812. However, word of the treaty failed 
to reach British forces before their attack on New 
Orleans the next day — an attack repulsed by the 
Americans.
On December 24, 1818, Germany’s Franz Gruber 
of Oberndorf, Austria, composed the music for Si-
lent Night. The words were written by Josef Mohr, 
and it was sung for the fi rst time on Christmas Day.
On December 24, 1851, in Washington, D.C., fi re 
swept through the Library of Congress, destroying 
more than 35,000 priceless volumes.
On December 24, 1871, Verdi’s spectacular opera 
Aida had its world premiere in Cairo, Egypt. The 
Khedive of Egypt commissioned the composer to 
write the opera, which was to be part of the festivi-
ties celebrating the opening of the Suez Canal.
On December 24, 1951, the fi rst opera written ex-
pressly for television, “Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors” by Gian Carlo Menotti, was performed on NBC.
On December 25, 336, the fi rst recorded celebra-
tion of Christmas on Dec. 25 took place in Rome.
On December 25, 1223, St. Francis of Assisi as-
sembled one of the fi rst Nativity scenes in Greccio, 
Italy.
On December 25, 1865, Chicago’s Union Stock 
Yards, the world’s largest at the time, opened at 
Halsted and 39th streets.
On December 25, 1931, New York’s Metropolitan 
Opera broadcast an entire opera over radio for the 
fi rst time: “Hansel and Gretel” by Engelbert Hum-
perdinck.

Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com
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On December 25, 1973, the astronauts aboard
Skylab 3 began a record setting 7-hour space walk.
On December 25, 1991, Mikhail Gorbachev re-
signed as president of the Soviet Union.
On December 25, 1998, British mogul Richard 
Branson, American millionaire Steve Fossett and Per 
Lindstrand of Sweden gave up on their attempt to 
make the fi rst non-stop, round the world balloon fl ight 
seven days into their journey, ditching off Hawaii.
On December 26, 1799, Col. Henry Lee eulogized 
the late George Washington as “fi rst in war, fi rst in 
peace, and fi rst in the hearts of his countrymen.”
On December 26, 1931, an enthusiastic audience 
was on hand at New York’s Music Box Theatre for 
the opening of George Gershwin’s musical Of Thee 
I Sing. Besides being a smash hit, this was the fi rst 
musical to win a Pulitzer Prize for drama.
On December 27, 1831, naturalist Charles Dar-
win set out on a voyage to the Pacifi c aboard the 
HMS “Beagle.” Darwin’s discoveries during the trip 
helped to form the basis of his theories on evolution.
On December 27, 1845, Chicago’s fi rst steam-pow-
ered press was set up in the offi ce of the “Chicago 
Democrat.”
On December 27, 1900, Carrie Nation staged her 
fi rst (of many) raids on a saloon. She marched into 
the bar at the Carey Hotel, in Wichita, Kan., and 
smashed all of the liquor bottles in sight.
On December 27, 1903, in New York City, “Sweet 
Adeline,” the all-time favorite with barbershop 
quartets, was sung for the fi rst time. The song was 
composed by Henry Armstrong, to words written by 
Richard Gerard. The title was suggested to the com-
posers when they saw the name of the great oper-
atic soprano, Adelina Patti, on a theatre marquee.
On December 27, 1904, “Peter Pan,” the play about 
a boy who refused to grow up, opened in London.
On December 27, 1932, Radio City Music Hall 
opened in New York City.
On December 27, 1947, the children’s television 
program “Howdy Doody” made its debut on NBC.
On December 28, 1897, the play “Cyrano de 
Bergerac,” by Edmond Rostand, premiered in Paris.
On December 28, 1944, the musical “On the Town” 
opened on Broadway.
On December 28, 1945, Congress offi cially rec-
ognized the “Pledge of Allegiance” to the American 
fl ag.
On December 28, 1981, Elizabeth Jordan Carr, 
America’s fi rst “test tube” baby, was born in a Nor-
folk, Va., hospital.
On December 28, 2004, opera singer and musician 
William Diana, a native of Michigan City who per-
formed extensively throughout the United States 
and Europe, died in Chicago at 59.

be yourself. be beautiful.an Aveda concept salon

113 west 8th street � michigan city - indiana � purelyellesalon.com � 219.874.3553

salon
bb if

10 YEARS IN THE UAD

Gourmet To-Go Dinners
Fresh Seafood    Sandwiches    Salads

Professional Catering

Restaurant Quality Seafood  
to Prepare at Home

14939 Red Arrow Hwy., Lakeside, MI
Tuesday – Sunday, 11am – 8pm

ETHICAL 
SOURCING

VERSATILE  
SELECTION
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Professional couple looking for housekeeper 1 to 2 days/week in 

Union Pier area. Must have experience, references for cleaning private 
homes. Call (269) 469-0857. Leave message with time for return call.

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call  219-872-1217.

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
PROFESSIONAL BARTENDER FOR HIRE

Weddings, holiday or fun friend/family gatherings. No party
too large or small. 20 years experience in fine dining and
professional sports facility. Call today to book your special
event. Ask for Angie, or leave message, at (312) 806-0547

What’s going on in Town Government? 
www.longbeachviews.com

Need help shoveling snow? I’m available seven days a week. 
References available upon request. Call Tommy Parker

at (219) 840-4949.
If you need help with buying and delivery of groceries, give me a 

call. Call Julie at (219) 879-6114.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S
 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.
ADULT CARE

DONNA’S ELDERLY CARE
Your alternative to a nursing home specializing in all types of elderly 

care, including Alzheimer’s:
• Excellent 24 hour a day care.

* Private or semi-private rooms.
• Long-term stay.

• This is a ranch-type home (not an institution) with caring staff mem-
bers giving their full attention to those who can no longer live alone.

Owner — Donna Siegmund
Grand Beach & Michiana Shores Area

19688 Ash Court
New Buffalo, Mich.

(269) 469-3626
Licensed by the state of Michigan

License No. AS110263627
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Email home_matters_cleaning@yahoo.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
19 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 9 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
ESSENTIAL CLEANING 

Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling Cleanup, Business and 
Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and Commercial. Insured and 

references available.
Call Rebecca at 219-617-7746 or 

email essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net
SQUEAKY CLEAN: residential & commercial. Bonded/insured. Wkly, bi-

wkly, monthly. 20+ yrs exp. Free estimates. Joelle • (219) 561-3527.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. Affordable, reliable, expe-
rienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, deep cleaning, 

cleanout. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 
229-0034

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.
Also: doors, windows, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs. Winter

watch service. Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 

24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352.
STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Complete roof tear offs, 

vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 
Fully insured. 630-726-6466. Ask for Terry. 38 yrs. experience.

BILL SMART NEEDS PROJECTS – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • 
Painting and Tile. Call (269) 469-4407.

*********EASTCO BUILDERS/REMODLERS*********
New/remodel, additions, garages, decks porches, kitchens, bath-
rooms, framing, siding windows/doors, Egress, replacement, dry-

wall, finishing concrete/masonry, ceramic tile, install/replace/repair, 
service maintenance/winterization. 25-years experience. Licensed/

insured. (219) 229-4962. Like us on facebook.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.
DUNES ROOFING & MAINTENANCE. 

All types of roofing: rubber • shingles • metal & repairs.
Gutter cleaning. Over 27 yrs. exp. Locally owned business. Guaranteed
work. Licensed. Insured. Great ref. Reasonably priced. 219-229-9387

Duneland Home & Hardware “Handyman Service.”
No job too big or small... We DO-IT ALL...
Call for your free estimate. (219) 878-1720

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.
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DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
CAPPY PAINTING. Interior/exterior painting. 20+years experience. 

Professional, quality work at reasonable prices. Call (219) 874-6396.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
SNOW REMOVAL, FALL CLEANUP, GUTTER CLEANING

yard work, mulching, weeding and odd jobs.
Call ABE at 219-210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Weedings, Clean-
ups, Mowing, Mulch, Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

RB’s SERVICES
Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (fall cleanup), snow. Haul away debris 

and other landscaping needs, handyman and carpentry work. Power 
washing. In business 29 yrs.  Roger 219-561-4008.

LLOYD TREE SERVICE & BRUSH REMOVAL
Trimming • Cutting • Removal • Stump removal. Reasonably Priced. 

219-229-5867

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Join our team! Miller Pizza By the Beach is taking applications at 1012 N. 

Karwick Road, MC. Full and part time. Apply within.
Marquette Catholic has an open position for certified ENL teacher/
dean. Full-time day schedule with benefits and housing, if needed. 

Email resume to mrichardson@marquette-hs.org
Marquette Catholic High School seeks: Girls JV Basketball Coach; 
Boys Volleyball Coach; Girls Volleyball Coach. Teaching/staff posi-
tions available. Send resume to katie.collignon@marquette-hs.org; 

jwhite@marquette-hs.org
Marquette Catholic High School seeks development/alumni coordi-
nator. Proven experience in philanthropic endeavors. Degreed and/
or appropriately certified in philanthropic work. Full-time w/benefits. 
Highlight experience in field. Resume to jwhite@marquette-hs.org

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

Equilibrium Vacation Rentals LLC
We provide full service property management.

 (219) 898-1060 • equilibriumrentals@yahoo.com
Beachwalk Resort at STOP 7 has fully furnished homes, ranging 

from studio to 5 bedrooms available for monthly rent between Sept. 
15 and May 15. Monthly rates $900 to $2,500, INCLUDES utilities, 

cable and Internet. Please call (800) 814-7501 or email 
Julia@beachwalkresort.com for more information.

REAL ESTATE INVESTING
INVESTOR WANTED TO DEVELOP PRIME BEACH PROPERTY IN 

MICHIGAN CITY. sunterra@comcast.net, 219-872-4446.

RENTALS INDIANA
Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
Long Beach home for rent this season. Four bedroom, 11 beds, 2 

baths, recent renovation and gut remodel, available July 23-Sept. 30. 
Near Stop 26 beach in central Long Beach. Contact Rick at Century 

21 Middleton Co. at (773) 908-1969 or rremijas@hotmail.com
SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,

laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,
$625/month, references required, utilities included.

Call (219) 879-2195.
WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Utilities furnished. WiFi/TV incl. 

1BR $725/mo., Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.
Long Beach. Stop 26. Spacious, well-furnished, perfect for families 

and all four seasons. 5BR/2 full BA, 2 half BA, sleeps 11. WiFi. Steps 
from beach entrance. No pets. Email for price/details: 

longbeachstop26@gmail.com
Just one block from the lake! 3BR/1BA year-round apartment in 

Sheridan Beach. Lake facing deck, in-unit laundry, ample parking, 
A/C. $800/mo. + utilities. Call Tom at (773) 339-8141.

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Franciscan St. Anthony Health — Michigan City, 

301 W. Homer St., 8 a.m. to noon Tuesday, Dec. 27. 
• The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 

220 Crescent Drive, La Porte, 2 to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 28. 

• IU Health La Porte Hospital, 1007 W. Lincoln-
way, La Porte, noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28.

• Family Life Center, 154 Main St., Westville, noon 
to 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 29.

• Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St., 
12:30 to 4:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 30.

• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 
Road, Michigan City, noon to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3.

• Anytime Fitness La Porte, 59 Pine Lake Ave., 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5.

• Anytime Fitness, 4112 Franklin St., Michigan 
City, 3:30 to 6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5.

• Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring 
Ave.,  Michigan City, 3 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5.

• St. Joseph Church, 109 C St., La Porte, noon to 6 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 6.

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La 
Porte, noon to 6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 9.
Donors receive a free long-sleeve Red Cross T-shirt 

while supplies last through Jan. 8. They must be 
in good general health and feeling well, at least 17 
(16 with parental consent) and weigh at least 110 
pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.
org for more details.
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Christmas Bells by Jennifer Chiaverini 
(oversize paperback, $16 retail in bookstores and on-
line; also available as an eBook)

Parade maga-
zine has said 
C h i a v e r i n i 
“brings history 
to life.” That is 
evidenced by her 
previous bestsell-
ing titles: Mrs. 
Lincoln’s Dress-
maker, The Spy 
Mistress, Mrs. 
Lincoln’s Rival 
and Mrs. Grant 
and Madame 
Jule. With ap-
parent ease, she 
brings to life real 
characters from 
the past while 
adding fi ctional 
ones who blend 
in so well, they 
seem just as real.

In this seasonal story, Chiaverini has combined 
the great American poet, Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow, and the dark days of the American Civil War 
with a present-day story of people fi ghting their 
own personal wars and uncertain futures.

Our story begins in the present at St. Margaret’s 
Church in Boston, a catalyst for a group of people 
whose lives will come together in the most surpris-
ing ways. A Christmas miracle? Maybe.

The church’s priest is Father Ryan, who is as-
sisted by Sister Winifred, who’s been there since be-
fore he was born. The church has a children’s choir 
led by Sophia, with piano accompaniment by Lucas. 
They’re in love, but can’t admit it to each other, let 
alone themselves! 

Charlotte and Alex, two siblings in the choir, have 
a father who’s MIA in Afghanistan, while Camille, 
recent widow of a state senator, quietly sits in the 
back of the church listening to the choir sing. 

Each of these people has a story told in the man-
ner of The Canterbury Tales. Be patient. The mesh-
ing of their stories will have a profound effect on 
each of them in this season of hope, and so proudly 
and loudly proclaimed by the ringing of the Christ-
mas bells.

In between these stories, we learn something of 
Longfellow. The chapters tell the story of how he 
came to write the poem, “Christmas Bells.” Music 
was added to it, and it became a favorite Christmas 

carol. What you might not know is that Longfel-
low wrote that poem during Christmas 1863, while 
the nation was in the throes of a hateful war that 
threatened to divide our nation forever.

The summer of 1861, tragedy struck the fam-
ily when his beloved wife died in a bizarre acci-
dent. Then, after war broke out, Henry’s oldest son 
begged his father to sign papers so he could join the 
Union Army. Here he was, suffering from the loss 
of his wife, and now, the possible loss of his son. He 
didn’t have to worry. Charley ran away and joined 
the army anyway, and Longfellow lost his desire to 
write…

Then, in 1863, Longfellow listened to the ringing 
of the church bells on Christmas Day and contem-
plated the state of his world. He remembered his 
wife’s words: “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep.” It 
reminded him of his faith in God’s plan and realized 
he did believe good would prevail, and soon there 
would truly be peace on earth.

The Mistletoe Murder and Other Stories by 
P.D. James ($24 retail in bookstores and online; 
also available as an eBook)

These are 
four previously 
u n p u b l i s h e d 
short stories 
that James left 
behind at her 
death. It’s a 
slender volume, 
but packed with 
the psychologi-
cal themes and 
f l e s h e d - o u t 
characters mys-
tery lovers have 
come to enjoy. 
As The Boston 
Globe wrote: 
“P.D. James is 
the undisputed 
grande dame of 
the modern mys-
tery.”

In the title story, the narrator is a crime novel-
ist who recalls a murder case from 50 years ago. “A 
Very Commonplace Murder” tells of a clerk who wit-
nesses a murder, but won’t come forward because…
well, you’ll love this one! Two other stories feature 
her popular Chief Superintendent Adam Dalgliesh 
and round out a thoroughly delightful read for the 
lovers of mystery novels.

Till next time, Merry Christmas, and have a safe 
and Happy New Year!
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