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The Mystery of the “Fool Killer”
by William Halliar

The raising of the “Fool Killer” submarine from the Chicago River on Dec. 31, 1915.

Pat Harris holds a copy of her book, “Great Lakes’ First 
Submarine.” Many of the photos that appeared with 

this article were taken from her book.

For centuries, the dream of explor-
ing the bottom of the sea remained 
just that: a dream. Many tinkerers 
toyed with plans and models, yet 
none succeeded. The publication of 
Jules Verne’s “Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea” (1870) lent 
fuel to the fi re, telling of enigmatic 
inventor and philosopher Captain 
Nemo and his fantastic invention, 
the Nautilus, describing adventures 
beyond the imagination of mere mor-
tals on the bottom of the sea.

Could undersea exploration be 
done? Some say the rigors of the un-
dersea environment are more tortu-
ous than outer space. As is so often 
the fact, science-fi ction led the way, 
and dreamers with a more practical 
bent caught the dream.

Enter Lodner Darvontis Phillips, 
Michigan City resident, humble 
shoemaker and son of cobblers for 
four generations. While Phillips sat 

at his wooden bench swinging a hammer, nailing heels and gluing 
soles, plying the trade of his father and his father’s father, his fer-
tile imagination wandered far afi eld, and inspired, perhaps, by the 
heady and intoxicating aroma of the hot glue pots, or by the rolling 
waves of nearby Lake Michigan, he began to dream about undersea 
travel. In his mind, he created a ship to fulfi ll his dreams.

As is often the case with new ideas, perhaps in this case fueled 
by stories like Verne’s fantasy, the ideas for building a submarine 
fl owed through the collective creative consciences of American in-
ventors because around the same time, many began working on the 
problems that would be involved with undersea travel.

Inspired by the stories of Phillips, and fueled by intellectual curi-
osity, Patricia Harris, author and former director/curator of Michi-
gan City’s Old Lighthouse Museum, began collecting information 
and articles about Phillips and his inventions so that, in her words, 
“Lodner Phillips and his submarine will not be forgotten.” Her book,

Continued on Page 2
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In the case of Phillips and his legendary devices, 
we could ask, was he a mechanical genius skilled 
in metal work and wood work? Could a man with-
out apparent means or backing build four subma-
rines of metal and wood? Where would these have 
been constructed, how were they launched? Could 

a 40-foot-long vessel, weighing 
several tons, actually be pro-
pelled along the bottom of Lake 
Michigan by a single man turn-
ing a hand-cranked propeller? 
Consider that the Hunley, of Civil 
War fame, required seven men to 
crank its propulsion device. Who 
made the layouts and mechani-
cal drawings that made a real-
ity from Phillips’ dreams? Could 
a shoemaker have bent pates of 
steel 3 inches thick and welded 
them into a watertight hull and 
built four such machines in his 
short lifetime?

In December 1915, a strange-
looking object was dredged up 
from the bottom of the Chicago 
River. It had been buried in the 
muddy bottom until it was dis-
covered by William Deneau, a 
diver of some local celebrity who 
was helping lay cable along the 
river bottom. Photos published 
in newspapers of the time show 
a cylinder pointed at each end 

that could, with some stretch of the imagination, re-
semble a submarine.

Deneau claimed it was the “Fool Killer” owned 
by one Peter Nissen, who gained the reputation of 
being a “spectacular Mariner” for his feats of twice 
taking a boat over the cascade of Niagara Falls and 
surviving. Nissen had designed the boats for this 
feat and named them Fool Killer 1 and 2. Legend 
has it Nissen purchased a submarine from Phillips 
and sank it in a failed test in the Chicago River.

Nissen may have been a clever boat builder, but 
his fl air for naming his unusual craft “Fool Killers” 
left something to be desired. According to The Chi-
cago Reader’s Cecil Adams, “In the voluminous press 
coverage of Nissen’s stunts over the years, there is 
no mention of his ever having owned a submarine.” 

Fool Killer Continued from Page 1

Great Lakes First Submarine, L.D. Phillips Fool 
Killer, can be found at Michigan City Public Library 
or the Lighthouse Museum gift shop.

According to Harris in her 
book’s preface, “Every known 
book, newspaper article, public 
record, etc. concerning Lodner 
Phillips and his works has been 
included in the bibliography...
research has shown that infor-
mation on Phillips and his sub-
marines and other inventions is 
scattered in bits and pieces in 
many libraries and public re-
cords in the United States, Eng-
land and France.” Copies of all 
the references cited in Harris’ 
book are fi led in the Lighthouse 
Museum archives, making the 
book and the archives the larg-
est repository of history on Phil-
lips and his invention. The book 
is considered the quintessential 
source of such information.

In spite of all of the curious 
articles, tantalizing family tails 
and legends of Phillips’ success-
es, even the mysterious discov-
ery of an ancient vessel  of some 
sort on the bottom of the Chicago 
River in 1915, no working drawings, model or any 
part of his undersea crafts have been discovered. Of 
the artifact brought up from the Chicago River in 
1915, Harris states, “It does not prove defi nitely that 
the submarine ‘Fool Killer’ (if indeed this is what 
was actually discovered) found in the Chicago River 
in 1915 and put on exhibition in 1916 was or was 
not Lodner Phillips’ second submarine (it is said 
that he built four)...The reader will have to draw his 
own conclusions until proven otherwise.”

So the legend of Phillips and his inventions re-
main a curious mystery. The problem of engineer-
ing, too, as it moves beyond mere invention, conjec-
ture and idea is that “the devil is in the details,” and 
it is often in the little things that an idea is hung up 
and becomes impossible to bring to fruition.

A photograph believed to be that of Lodner Phillips.
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Nissen, whether a serious scientifi c investigator 
and inventor or not, was a showman and shame-
less promoter of his efforts. In the end, he was found 
washed up on the western shore of Lake Michigan 
in December 1904, the ruins of his latest “Fool Kill-
er,” strangest yet of his inventions scattered around 
him, the victim of extreme exposure and over confi -
dence in his own inventions and schemes.

Deneau, a snake oil salesman himself — ever no-
tice how many men of note in the early years of Chi-
cago’s history were showmen? — claimed to have 
found two skulls in the strange vessel from Chica-
go’s river bottom. He secured permission from fed-
eral authorities to raise the craft and put it on dis-
play for paying customers in Chicago’s Loop. Whose 
skulls were discovered was never determined, but 
the boat, or whatever it was, was put on display 
and opened for public viewing in 1915. It was called 
“Fool Killer” in honor of Nissen, or perhaps to lend 
credence to the mystery and hype.

In Harris’ history, she continues the saga of this 
particular “Fool Killer.” After having rung all of the 
nickels and dimes out of the rubes of Chicago, it was 
sold to Charles W. Parker and became an attraction 
in “Parker’s Greatest Shows,” a traveling carnival. 
No known photos were taken of it on display, and no 
drawings were made to record its dimensions and 
details. Some say the Fool Killer ended up scrapped 
somewhere in Iowa. Others claim it made its way 
back to Chicago to be displayed at Riverview, but 
eventually disappeared without record. Only the 
oral history of the Phillips family remains to make 
the claim that it was the second sub of his design.

An exterior view of Lodner Phillips’ submarine 
as it appeared in the London Illustrated News.

Did Phillips invent and build a submarine? Did 
anyone actually witness tests and publish results? 
From Harris’ book, according to Lt. F.M. Barber 
U.S.N., who lectured on the subject, Phillips’ design 
was “the most complete invention of its kind with 
which I am acquainted.” Continuing Barber’s lec-
ture on Phillips’ claims, “it was cigar shaped, 40 
feet long and 4 feet in greatest diameter and in the 
course of a few years he has so perfected his arrange-
ments for purifying air, etc., that on one occasion he 
took his wife and two children with him and spent a 
whole day in exploring the bottom of the lake.”

But beyond family traditions and such tales as 
Barber’s, where is the proof of Phillips’ work? Where 
are the detailed engineering drawings, photos or 

Continued on Page 4
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An illustration from Lt. F.M. Barber’s 1875 lecture showing drawings of Lodner Phillips’ 1851 submarine.

Fool Killer Continued from Page 3

records of experiments, number of dives, depths 
achieved and distance traveled? Apparently, they 
do not exist. Phillips was awarded Patent 9389 for 
Steering Submarine Vessels on Nov. 9, 1852, and at 
the time probably submitted a model to prove his 
device could work. The patent drawings still exist, 
but the model does not.

A Chicago Daily News advertisement from February 1916 promoting the Fool Killer exhibit, with admission only 10 cents.

In April 1852, Phillips wrote a letter from Michi-
gan City to the U.S. department promoting his in-
vention. In it he wrote, “I have made application for 
a submarine boat which I invented in 1847...I have 
experimented to the satisfaction of all who have seen 
me operate, I went down in the depth of water 20 
feet and for which I have travelled underwater at the 
rate of 4 miles an hour by use of Screw Propeller....
and now have a machine of the same kind which I 
am confi dent can go down with safety 100 feet.”

Such claims by Phillips are backed up in an ar-
ticle published in the eighth volume of Scientifi c 
American for 1853 describing the submarine ves-

sel, as well as an article in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 
News Paper, a popular publication of the day that 
stated, “That he has succeeded no unprejudiced per-
son acquainted with the facts can doubt hundreds 
having seen the boat and witnessed his experiments 
in it.”

Who were these hundreds of people, and where 
is the record of what they saw besides these two 
articles? Most of what we know of Phillips and his 

submarine are from stories passed down through 
family history and lore.

Several claims, though, are tantalizing and add 
credence to the stories and legend. There is an ac-
count of the launching of his fi rst boat told by a 
great nephew, Addison Phillips, as told to him by 
his father, Lodner Phillips’ older brother: “The hull 
was covered with sheet copper. It had no apparatus 
for propelling it except a pole to push it along the 
bottom of the lake. The boat sank in some 12 feet of 
water about where the harbor now is – pretty near 
the old light house” (the present location of the Old 
Lighthouse Museum). This boat, according to leg-
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end, was shaped like a “white fi sh.”
Sometime later, Phillips launched 

a second submarine in the Chicago 
River. Addison Phillips claims this 
is the artifact found in the Chicago 
River in 1915. Although its discov-
erer dubbed it “Fool Killer,” Phil-
lips’ own name for is creation was 
“Marine Cigar.”

Yet another mysterious account 
was penned in The Cleveland Her-
ald and reprinted sometime later 
in The Detroit Advertiser. The writ-
er of the article claims, “We saw, 
yesterday, at the Railroad Freight 
House a curious looking structure 
of wood and iron, shaped some-
thing like a paddle wheel at one end 
and an iron fl anged steering paddle 
at the other. On the sides are small 
Bull’s eye windows, fi lled with very 
thick glass.” This eyewitness ac-
count goes on to state that what-
ever was seen crated at the freight 
station in Cleveland was said to be 
Phillips’ “Sub Marine Propeller,” and it was on its 
way to attempt to dive on the wreck of the steamer 
Atlantic, which sunk on Aug. 20, 1852, in Lake Erie.

No written accounts of Phillips’ attempt to dive 

on the wreck have been found. 
But it is remembered by his son, 
William, as being a failed attempt 
resulting in, and explosion of, a 
steam boiler and loss of the sub.

The most complete records of 
Phillips’ existence, and life aside 
from his several patents, are of 
his debts and lack of ability to pay 
them back. It seems there were 
numerous warrants placed for 
him. Perhaps this is the reason 
he moved from Michigan City to 
Chicago and fi nally to New York, 
where he died in 1869.

In the end, he was a scoun-
drel when it came to paying back 
money owed. Harris assumes he 
spent the money perfecting his 
inventions, but according to ac-
counts of relatives, “Fine clothes 
were becoming to him. As soon as 
he accumulated a little money by 
work, he would lay off and invest 
his earnings in clothes of the latest 

fashions (Such as) French calf skin boots, the leath-
er imported from France.”

Phillips never did sell his idea to the U.S. govern-

William Phillips, son of Lodner Phillips, dressed 
in his lighthouse keeper’s uniform.

Continued on Page 6
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ment nor the French, nor did he, if his vessels were 
indeed a success, receive the glory or money he 
must have sought for his efforts. To be fair, it should 
be noted it was many years after the Wright Broth-
ers fl ew their plane over the sand dunes at Kitty 
Hawk that people actually took them seriously and 
believed they had fl own a heavier-than-air craft. 
Credit was given to others by the U.S. government, 
and Wilber had to fi ght until the end of his days for 
the recognition he and his brother deserved.

Such is the fate, and often the life, of one who 
dares to travel the path of the inventor.

In the end, the fi rst submarine receiving credit for 
being a success was an invention of Julius Kroehl, 
a German-American inventor built in 1866. It was 
proven to cruise below the water and emerge to the 
surface again under its own power, something Phil-
lips, according to family legend and other contem-
porary accounts, accomplished many years before.

What happened to the submarine “Fool Killer” 
that was found in the Chicago River? Was it a ma-
chine designed and built by Phillips? Whose skull 
was found in it when it was brought up from the 
murky depths? Did Phillips cruise the bottom of 
Lake Michigan with his family?

The mystery continues, and more questions arise. 
One thing is for sure, the shoemaker and his family 
lived and worked right here in Michigan City, and his 
dream and fi rst experiments came to fruition here 
on the shores of Lake Michigan and in Trail Creek, 
within view of the Old Lighthouse Museum where 
now rests the greatest repository of collected infor-
mation of the life, times and work of Lodner Phillips.

The bow of the submarine rests on the quay at the Chicago River.

Fool Killer Continued from Page 5
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so many outlets and 
so many different av-
enues to travel down. 
These cats that you 
mention are doing 
somewhat different 
things than, say, when 
Tommy Flanagan and 
Hank Jones and the 
likes of those — my 
brother —and differ-
ent people that played 
that style of piano. 
And that was differ-
ent from Fats Waller 
and Jelly Roll Morton 
and those guys…so it 
keeps evolving.

A+T: Speaking of 
your brother, Nat, 
did you guys know 

growing up that you would make such an im-
pression on the music world?

FC: Not really. When I was growing up, you know, 
Nat was a few years older than me. He was kind of 
halfway established then. He was playing profes-
sionally then at the time. But no, we didn’t have 
that kind of an idea. But he was a real strong man, 
and he persevered and made it on through.

A+T: How challeng-
ing is it to be a sibling 
of such an iconic mu-
sician, and coming up 
and establishing your 
own identity? Is it dif-
fi cult?

FC: Well, I wouldn’t 
say it was diffi cult, and 
I wouldn’t say it is easy. 
It all depends on how 
the cookie crumbles, you 
know. Sometimes, you 

get lucky, sometimes you don’t. But through it all, 
the main thing is for you to keep on doing what you 
are doing, and if you have faith in what you are do-
ing, then your faith will carry you through.

A+T: There are a lot of musicians from the 
Chicago area like Willie Pickens, Herbie Han-
cock and yourself. How would you describe 
the Chicago sound?

FC: Well, I don’t know if there is a Chicago sound. 

On Dec. 31, 2015, 
as the world anxiously 
awaited the new year, 
the family of singer 
Natalie Cole was say-
ing goodbye to the 
65-year-old singer.

“It is with heavy 
hearts that we bring 
to you all the news of 
our mother and sis-
ter’s passing. Natalie 
fought a fi erce, cou-
rageous battle, dying 
how she lived...with 
dignity, strength and 
honor,” her sisters, 
Timolin and Casey 
Cole, and son, Robert 
Yancy, said in a state-
ment. “Our beloved 
Mother and sister will be greatly missed and re-
main UNFORGETTABLE in our hearts forever.”

Among the many mourning the iconic singer is 
her uncle, Freddy Cole, brother of the late Nat King 
Cole and a talented musician in his own right. Cole 
has been a mainstay in the jazz industry for more 
than 50 years. The Chicago native began playing 
piano at 6 and at 84 is still playing, recording and 
performing. He started his music education at Roos-
evelt University in Chicago. From there, he went 
on to study at the Juilliard School of Music in New 
York before completing his master’s degree at the 
New England Conservatory of Music. In 2012, he 
received an honorary doctorate from the conserva-
tory. He has recorded numerous albums, with his 
2010 release, “Freddie Cole Sings Mr. B,” earning 
him a Grammy nomination for Best Jazz Album.

Art+Times asked Freddy Cole to talk about his 
experiences in the music industry over the years, 
his views on music today, his legendary brother and 
what it was like growing up on Chicago’s South Side 
when jazz was at its high-
est point in this country.

A+T: Mr. Cole, you are 
81 years old this year. Congratulations! You’ve 
seen a lot over the years. What is your take on 
modern-day jazz pianists, and how does their 
music line up with your perception of what 
jazz is?

FC: Well, you know, jazz is so many things. You 
just can’t fi nger point and say, well, this is jazz 
or that is jazz. It’s so many things, and that’s the 
great part about being a jazz musician. You have 

I’m Not My Brother, I’m Me
by Kim Ward

Editor’s note — The Beacher continues its partnership with iRock Jazz to provide Art+Times, 
which highlights how art and culture intersect today.

Freddy Cole has been tickling the ivories since he was 6.

Art+Times
Freddy’s brother, the late Nat King 
Cole, left an indelible mark on the 

recording industry.



January 14, 2016 Page 9
THE

You can mostly tell the guys that are from the 
rhythm section. I used to be able to do that. There 
are a lot of great drummers out of Chicago…bass 
players and piano players. It’s hard to distinguish 
one style from another. But those guys you called 
out, Willie Pickens and them, they can fl at out play, 
you know.

A+T: What was it like growing up in Chicago?
FC: Man, Chicago, years ago when I grew up was 

the greatest because you had so much jazz. On ev-
ery corner, there was a tavern or something that 
had a bar in it, and they had guys playing music 
and they were playing jazz music all over the South 
Side. And it was really slick. You could go from one 
joint to another. And they had some fantastic musi-
cians at the time. There was one piano player out 
there named Willie Jones — a great piano player. 
And Norman Simmons — Norman was fantastic. 
There were so many guys out there. I can’t call 
them all out because I’ll miss somebody. (Laughs)
But there were so many of them. If you went down 
47th Street, they had joints down there, then you go 
up to 61st, they had a joint on 61st and Evans…you 
know just all around. So if you wanted to go out and 
hear some music, you could hear it in Chicago on 
the South Side. There is a song that I do called “On 
the Southside of Chicago” — fancy girls are work-
ing, the honky tonk’s a blaze. (Laughs) Chicago was 
really fun then. It was really hip. I would like to see 
those days come again, which I’m sure they won’t.

A+T: A lot of musicians are leaving their 

home states and heading to New York to make 
a living. Do you think local musicians can 
make it at home?

FC: Well, if you can’t make it where you are, you 
are either going to leave the business or move. It’s 
as simple as that. A lot of them leave and think they 
are going to be big and famous in New York, but 
that’s not the case. You gotta go and pay some dues 
wherever you are. I went through it. A lot of peo-
ple have gone through it, but where there is a will, 
there is a way.

A+T: Who were your infl uences growing up?
FC: Growing up in Chicago, I had so many people 

to listen to that I couldn’t say that one person dic-
tated the way that I would go into the business be-
cause I was a John Lewis fan. I loved the way John 
played and spaced his chords and all, and I’ve al-
ways liked Ahmad Jamal. Ahmad Jamal and I have 
been good friends for years. There are so many dif-
ferent piano players out there that I’ve missed that 
I know could play. John Young was a world class 
piano player.

A+T: If you had to predict the direction of 
music today, where do you see it going?

FC: You’ve got some young musicians that can re-
ally play, man. We just closed up at Dizzy’s a couple 
of weeks ago, and I had a chance to go and listen to 
several cats, and the music will be fi ne. Jazz will be 
fi ne.

A+T: Jazz isn’t as popular today as it was 
when you were growing up. What do you think 
changed, and how can we bring it back?

FC: Jazz is really popular, but unfortunately we 
live in a society that we have so much on the table 
that we can do and are doing, that jazz is just one of 
the things on the table. So this is why I say through 
it all jazz will be OK.

A+T: To date, what is your proudest mo-
ment, musically?

FC: I have so many. I’m very proud, a couple of 
years ago, of getting my honorary doctorate degree 
from the New England Conservatory, my old school. 
I’ve had so many that it would be really diffi cult to 
pull one thing out of the air. Let’s say I’ve enjoyed 
life.

A+T: Any advice to young musicians?
FC: Practice, practice, practice. And learn some-

thing about the business. It’s still called show busi-
ness. Learn something about it.

Freddy Cole praises Willie Pickens as one of the jazz greats.
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“Perspectives from Extraordinary Students”
For the fi fth year, Southern Shore 

Art Association is exhibiting the tal-
ents of young-adult art students with 
special needs, “Perspectives from Ex-
traordinary Students,” at its Franklin 
Street gallery.

A Michigan City Enrichment Corp. 
grant enabled the budding artists to 
explore an eclectic mix of techniques 
and media. A 10-week art program, 
taught by SSAA members, resulted in 
the exhibit of landscapes, drawings, 
abstract art, collage and photogra-
phy. This year, students learned new 
skills in a glass art and sandcasting 
class. A shorter spring program also 
was offered.

During the instructional program, 
students gained confi dence in their 
artistic talents and, in the process, be-
came friends.

Shell-sandcasting by Kevin.

“Red House” by Arica.

Flowers by Austin.

A self portrait by Libby.

A self portrait by Marvin.

“Glass Face” by Isaiah.

The exhibit can be viewed from noon to 4 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday, Jan. 15-17, at the gallery, 
724 Franklin St., Michigan City. Visit www.South-
ernShoreArtAssociation.com for more information.
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PNC Hosts Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Events
Purdue University-North Central will host the 

21st annual Martin Luther King Jr. Community 
Celebration Breakfast on Monday, Jan. 18, in the 
Library-Student-Faculty Building cafeteria.

The day’s theme is “Speak and Live the Dream.”
The event, sponsored by the Martin Luther King 

Jr. Community Celebration Committee and hosted 
by PNC, is free and open to the public. Doors open 
at 7:15 a.m. Breakfast is served at 7:30 a.m., with 
the program starting at 8 a.m. Reservations are not 
required.

The keynote speaker is 
Monique Nunes, associate 
director for the Valparaiso 
University Offi ce of Multi-
cultural Programs.

Nunes speaks and sings 
across the country and 
abroad on topics related to 
women, children and faith. 
She has a master’s degree 
in Human Resource Devel-
opment and is a member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha soror-
ity. Her best friend and life 

coach also is her husband, John Nunes, who was the 
keynote speaker at the 2015 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Community Celebration. He is president-elect of 
Concordia College-New York, and Monique Nunes 
will be the director of International Programs at 
Martin Luther School in New York effective July 1.

The program’s emcee is Michigan City High 
School Principal Wendel McCollum. The Michigan 
City Youth Choir, directed by Cornell Burton, will 
perform.

Also, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Family 
Strengthening Programs is sponsoring a family 
seasonal wrap drive. Guests are encouraged to do-
nate new or gently used hats, gloves, socks, scarves, 
coats, sweaters and other seasonal wraps that will 
be given to local families in need.

Following the breakfast, guests can participate in 
the PNC debut of the sculpture “Rosa Parks Bench” 
by sculptor Jim Gallucci. This is the most recent ad-
dition to the PNC Odyssey Arts and Cultural Events 
Series. The bench commemorates Parks’ historic 
bus ride and serves as a daily reminder of her place 
in history. It is an interactive piece, and visitors are 
invited to sit on the bench to rest and refl ect.

Students in the PNC Department of Education 
will welcome area children ages 3 to 12 at Michi-
gan City Public Library from 10:30 a.m. to noon for 
age-appropriate, hands-on activities that focus on 
King’s life.

Contact Laura Odom, PNC Offi ce of Institution-
al Equity associate director, at (219) 785-5545 or 
odoml@pnc.edu for more information.

Dr. King’s Birthday  

Editor’s note — The following poem was 
submitted by George V. Neagu            

                                          
The history of man clearly
Shows of those who lived
There are men of special birth
Whom we regard with special worth.

Unique in this small tribe of men
We offer our high salute,
In solemn joy recalling once again,
What Dr. King did then.

With giant heart he led the fi ght
For social justice in our land,
With bravery he lit the light
That brought our conscience into sight.

With power-packed words did he reveal
The essence of the Cause,
In sonorous tones he made us feel
That America was still unreal.

With dedication from the soul
He braved the bottles and the bricks,
With love he sought to make our nation whole
And would not stop until he reached his goal.

Frequent jailings could not restrain
The Soul Force of this man,
Nor could water hose or club detain
Beliefs and ideals of his brain.

The Drum Major lives on, as we pause
To join birthday celebration,  
To honor the man and his cause,
So deserving of applause.

Yet those who knew him would agree
The greatest birthday gift of all,
Is social action where need be
To end injustice that you see

So let our song be from a grateful nation
Happy Birthday, Dr. King!!!
Let us sing with great elation
In honor of your creation!!!
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New Buffalo, MI | 10 N Whittaker Street | 269.469.3950 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com 
©2015 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo 

are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 

1111 Shore Dr 
4 Bedroom/1.5 Baths 

New Buffalo                $310,000 

51105 Main Dr 
4 Bedrooms/3 Baths 

New Buffalo             $1,149,000 

9 E Beech St 
3 Bedrooms/2 Baths 

Three Oaks                 $229,900 

48 Karwick Glen Dr 
2 Bedrooms/2 Baths 

Michigan City              $138,000 

1606 Nichols Ct 
2 Bedrooms/1.5 Baths 

Long Beach                $339,000 

1501 W Water St, #45 
2 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths 

New Buffalo                $449,000 

1806-A Ridgemoor Dr 
6 Bedrooms/4 Baths 

Long Beach                $675,000 

114 Kenzie St 
4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths 

New Buffalo                $459,500 
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“Intimate Illinois Landscapes”
The Purdue University-North Central Odyssey 

Arts and Cultural Events Series will present “Inti-
mate Illinois Landscapes,” which features the work 
of artist Charlotte Rollman, through May.

Free and open to the public, the exhibit is in the 
fi rst-fl oor north study area of the PNC Technology 
Building. Building hours are 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.  Mon-
day through Friday, and 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday during the school semester; otherwise, 
the building is closed Sunday.

Four of Charlotte Rollman’s watercolor landscapes are on display at PNC.

The four watercolor landscape paintings were do-
nated from the estate of Lawrence Schlam, profes-
sor emeritus of Northern Illinois University School 
of Law. They are part of a larger collection owned by 
Schlam, a collector of Rollman’s work.

Rollman primarily is known as a regional land-
scape watercolorist. Her paintings are achieved in 
three layers. The lighter hues are painted fi rst with 
a lot of energy and emotion. Darker hues are applied 
in the second layer, creating more substantial forms. 
Lastly, lines are applied with a wet tip of the brush.

Rollman is a professor of art emeritus at North-
ern Illinois University. Her work has been exhibited 
across the Midwest and in New York City. She has 
provided art for book illustrations and CD covers.

Contact Judy Jacobi, PNC assistant vice chancel-
lor of Marketing and Campus Relations, at (219) 
785-5593 for more information.

Do You Have a Leap Year
Story to Share?

Were you born on Feb. 29?
Do you celebrate a special anniversary or mile-

stone on that date?
Or did something memorable happen on a leap 

day many years ago?
If so, we’d like you to share your story with us 

for an upcoming article in The Beacher celebrat-
ing 2016 as a leap year. Contact Editor Drew Tal-
lackson at (219) 879-0088 or drew@thebeacher.
com by noon Monday, Jan. 25, if interested.

“LOVE ME TENDER” TOUR 
Luxury motorcoaches will depart Indianapolis on our annual pilgrimage to 
the magical city of Memphis, Tennessee, to tour the home and final resting 
place of Elvis Presley, the undisputed king of rock ‘n’ roll. Enjoy a special 
weekend touring GGraceland,, the enchanted place where Elvis Still Lives!  
 

We will also tour SSun Studio, “the birthplace of rock ‘n’ roll” and the studio of 
several of Elvis’ early recordings. While in Tennessee, we will also tour the 
MMemphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum  to learn first-hand the complete history of 
Memphis music! 

 

GRACELAND MANSION  

FREEDOM QUEST TOURS, LLC    ··   GRACELAND “LOVE ME TENDER” TOUR 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13-14, 2016  

  Web: freedomquesttours.com 
Facebook: freedomquesttours.com     

Email: freedomquesttours@gmail.com 
317-460-8624  

               NEW YORK 9/11 TOUR                                     AMERICAN PATRIOTS TOUR    
                Oct. 1-3, 2016 New York, NY                                       MAY 28-30, 2016  WASH. D.C.                  

                                              JOHNNY CASH-GRAND OLE OPRY TOUR                    
                                                OCT. 22-24, 2016 NASHVILLE, TN                           

 

“LOVE ME TENDER”

GGRRAACCEELLAANNDD MM
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Local Photographer Honored
Michigan City photographer Paul Kemiel was in 

the top 14 percent of more than 10,000 people who 
submitted photos into a worldwide contest based in 
Santa Barbara, Calif.

The result is that Kemiel’s photo, taken of Michi-
gan City’s lighthouse during the Oct. 31, 2014, wind 
storm, has been published in the “Best of Photogra-
phy 2015,” a hardbound coffee table book.

“I was aware of the pending weather front and 
made the trek to the lakefront with the goal of 
capturing the crashing 25-foot waves against the 
lighthouse from the 50 mph winds,” Kemiel said in 
a press release. “Putting my camera and lens in a 
plastic bag to guard from moisture, I used one of the 
stone pillars on the sidewalk leading to the pier as a 
protective barrier for my well-being, and for a stable 
base for the camera from the buffeting winds. 

“As I was editing my photographs,” he continued, 
“this particular image stood out due to the raw pow-
er and peak action from Mother Nature’s impact 
that was captured in that moment in time.”

Kemiel is excited that Michigan City will gain  
international exposure thanks to the lighthouse’s 
presence in the book.

Paul Kemiel’s photo that appears in “Best of Photography 2015.”

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays, Jan. 13, 

20 and 27.
Children birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy sto-

ries, songs and crafts. Arrive a few minutes early to 
receive a name tag.

• Knitting Club for All Ages at 6 p.m. Wednes-
days, Jan. 13, 20 and 27.

Take size 9 straight knitting needles, worsted 
yarn and tape measure (optional). Contact Joanne 
Hale at joeyAB1971@yahoo.com or (219) 814-4398 
for more information.

• Duneland Stamp Club at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 14.

New members are invited.
• Historical Art by Local Artist Robert Smith 

at 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 17.
Born and raised in Beverly Shores, Smith at-

tended The Art Institute of Chicago. After a stint in 
the Army, he did drafting in cartography, hydrology 
and geologic studies in the San Francisco area. He 
returned “home” and focused on his art. His ink and 
pencil drawings have been exhibited in Northwest 
Indiana art galleries and centers. While much of his 
earlier work was centered on railroad stations, he 
now focuses on drawing historical structures in the 
Chicago area.

• Talk to a Lawyer Today Free from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 18.

The Indiana State Bar Association, Northwest 
Indiana Volunteer Lawyers Inc., the Pro Bono Com-
mittee of the First Judicial District and local bar as-
sociations will sponsor a walk-in site open to anyone 
who needs legal help, but can’t afford an attorney. 
Volunteer attorneys will provide referral informa-
tion if further legal assistance or social services are 
needed. No appointment is necessary. The project, 
now in its 13th year, honors the legacy of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and his dream of access to justice 
for everyone.

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration 
for Kids at 10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 18.

Purdue University-North Central education stu-
dents will lead activities for children, including 
games, coloring, story times and crafts, in the li-
brary lobby near Youth Services. 

• S.T.E.A.M. Ahead: Hovercrafts at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 20. 

Build a hovercraft using a balloon and paper 
plate. All materials are provided. The program is 
aimed at children 5 and older.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

Classifi ed ads do the trick!
Call (219) 879-0088

It’s our

Big Winter Clearance Sale
Sale prices up to 70% off

Indian Summer Boutique
2 LOCATIONS

 439 S. Whittaker St. 131 S. Calumet Rd.
 New Buffalo, MI 49117 Chesterton, IN
 269-469-9994 219-983-9994
Mon-Sat 11 am-5 pm Mon-Sat 11 am-5 pm 
 Sun 12-5 pm Closed Sun
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PRICE
QUALITY

SELECTION
CUSTOMER SERVICE

VOTED LA PORTE’S 
BEST ANTIQUE VENUE

Open 7 Days A Week

Truckloads of Unique Merchandise Arriving Weekly

Shop Where the Dealers and Designers Shop

Layaway and Local Delivery Available

500 Lincolnway • LaPorte, Indiana
(219) 326-5933

Monday through Friday 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. • Sunday Noon 
PERSONAL CHECKS WITH PROPER ID

u  t
a

Debit Cards
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Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:
• NorthShore Health Center free blood-pres-

sure screenings from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 14, at Hageman Library, 100 Francis 
St., Porter, and 10 a.m. to noon Wednesday, 
Jan. 20, in the Bertha Wood Meeting Room at 
Thomas Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chester-
ton.

Interested patrons also can receive help calculat-
ing Body Mass Index.

• Music at the Museum from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 14, at Westchester Township 
Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

The Flashbacks will perform. Members are: Su-
zanne Keldsen, playing guitar, recorders and fi ddle; 
Julietta Raby, playing fi ddle, mandolin and guitar; 
Nancy Cairns on dulcimer and ukulele; Paul Mache 
playing guitar and banjo; and Marti Pizzini on au-
toharp, dulcimer and guitar.

• Graphic Novel Book Club from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 14, in the Bertha Wood 
Meeting Room at Thomas Library.

The focus this month is Robert Kirkman’s “The 
Walking Dead Volume 1.” Register in person with 
the IT department or by phone at (219) 926-7696.

• Kids Science Explorer Club at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 15, at the Thomas Library Chil-
dren’s Department.

Duneland School Corp. teacher Kim Stahura 
leads the science-based program for children 6 and 
older. The focus this month is making and testing 
bungee cords. Registration is required in person or 
by calling (219) 926-7696.

• Saturday Morning Children’s Movie: 
“Shaun the Sheep” at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 16, 
at the Thomas Library Children’s Department.

Take snacks and a pillow or blanket. Children 8 
and younger must be accompanied by an adult. Free 
popcorn will be available.

• Historical Architecture Through Ink 

Drawings from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 16, 
in the Bertha Wood Meeting Room at Thomas 
Library.

Local artist Robert Smith will present his colored 
ink drawings of historical South Shore stations and 
other train stations in Porter County.

• Battles of the American Civil War from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 16, at 
Thomas Library’s Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

History buff and Civil War enthusiast Thomas 
Murphy will discuss the Battle of Manassas/Bull 
Run.

• Resolving to Clear the Clutter in the New 
Year from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 17, in 
the Bertha Wood Meeting Room at Thomas Li-
brary.

Certifi ed Professional Organizer Wendy Tadde-
ucci will provide hints on cutting back the clutter.

• Bits & Bytes series, Computer Basics, from 
6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19, and 1 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 21, in the Serials/Automation 
Department at Thomas Library.

Registration is required by visiting or calling the 
IT Department at (219) 926-7696, or registering at 
www.wpl.lib.in.us. Click on the Bits & Bytes link.

• Learn About Medicare from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 19, in the Bertha Wood Meeting 
Room at Thomas Library.

Roy Alford, a 1979 Loyola University of Chicago 
graduate, has been involved with insurance plans 
for individuals and groups since 1984. Registration 
is necessary by contacting the Thomas Library Ref-
erence Department at (219) 926-7696.

• Minecraft Meet-up from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 20, at Thomas Library.

Registration is required and must be done in per-
son. The WPL Gaming Policy and Rules of Conduct 
must be signed upon registration as well. Parents 
are welcome to attend, but required for youth 10 
and younger.

• Word Games for Adults from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 20, at Thomas Library’s Ber-
tha Wood Meeting Room.

Adults 18 and older are invited.
• Pokemon League from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tues-

days through May 24 at Thomas Library.
The program is aimed at children in fi rst grade 

and older. Attendees learn to make decks of 60 cards. 
They don’t need to take anything unless wanting to 
take a starter pack of cards.

• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Wednesdays through June 29 in the Chil-
dren’s Department at Thomas Library.

 Attendees learn beginning crochet from instruc-
tor Sadie Steciuch. Children should take a size G 
crochet hook and skein of medium weight yarn. 
Register by calling (219) 926-7696.
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16409B Red Arrow Hwy, Union Pier, MI 49129 • 888/824-WINE
”

“What is better than 
to sit at the end of the

day and drink wine with
friends & or substitutes

for friends?
James Joyce

SALE

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
1106 E US Hwy 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com 
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035  
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6, Sat. 9-6 Sunday 12- 4

• Five Piece     
   Dining Sets
• Bar Height
   Dining Sets
• Extension
   Table Sets
• Buffet
   Servers   
   and China    
   Cabinets

DINE
IN
STYLE
FROM CITY

TO COUNTRY
AND EVERYTHING 

IN-BETWEEN

Largest Selection of Craft Beer in Harbor Country®

28 Beers on Tap  •  Live Entertainment Weekends

136 N. Whittaker • Downtown New Buffalo
www.CaseysNewBuffalo.com

(269) 469-6400

Starting at $10

 SUNDAY | Comfort Food Night
 MONDAY | Italian Night
 TUESDAY | Mexican Night
 WEDNESDAY | Rib & Wing Night
 THURSDAY | Prime Rib Night

Kitchen hours:
Sun: 12pm-9:30pm 
Mon-Thur: 4pm-9:30pm 
Fri & Sat: 11:30am-10:30pm

Bar hours
Sun: 12pm-12am
Mon-Thur: 4pm-12am
Fri & Sat: 11:30am-2am

What’s New at Barker Mansion
New this winter at Barker Mansion, the public 

can become a member of Mrs. Barker’s Club, which 
pays tribute to Katherine Barker’s involvement in 
planning the mansion’s menus and parties.

Serving as a fundraiser for the mansion, 631 
Washington St., meeting dates are from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Jan. 21 and 28 and Feb. 4 and 11, with refresh-
ments served. 

Katherine, the wife of freight-car 
industrialist John H. Barker, lived at 
the mansion until her death in 1910.

Each session of the club will fea-
ture one dry soup or bread mix that 
members will assemble in mason 
jars. Each week also will feature a 
craft project, with the idea that the 
recipe and craft could inspire a meal 
or party at home.

The menu includes mixes for cream of chicken 
and potato soups, cornbread and chocolate chip ba-
nana bread. Scheduled craft activities are tea cup 
candles and potted herbs, and painted vases and 
spoons.

A fee of $100 per adult and $90 per child under 18 
applies and covers all four sessions. Advance regis-
tration and payment are required by calling (219) 
873-1520, Ext. 4. The deadline is Jan. 18. A mini-
mum of 10 participants must be met for the club to 
be launched.

Also, marbles, jacks, pick-up sticks and check-
ers will be among the games available to the public 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 16.

While adults may remember playing these games 
during their childhood, many kids today are unfa-
miliar with them. The games were common during 
the time Catherine Barker lived at the mansion.

The casual program is planned in the mansion’s 
ornate drawing room. Popcorn and cocoa, also popu-
lar during Barker’s era, will be served.

The cost is $2 per person, and reservations are 
not necessary. Participants of all ages are welcome.

Visit www.BarkerMansion.com for details.

Katherine Barker
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Save for his in-
volvement in the “In-
diana Jones” sequels, 
Lucas fell off the grid, 
resurfacing 16 years 
later in 1999 with 
“Episode 1: The Phan-
tom Menace,” the fi rst 
of three promised pre-
quels about Darth Va-
der’s past.

Twentieth Century 
Fox, which released 
all six of Lucas’ fi lms, 
treated “The Phantom 
Menace” as if it was 
the Second Coming of 
a box-offi ce Messiah. 
I was entertainment 
editor at The News-
Dispatch at the time, 
and the process of 
physically getting into 
the advance screen-
ing was a journey of 
ridiculously epic pro-
portions. Two hours 
before show time, you 
called a phone num-
ber and gave a private 
code number sent by 

mail. Upon doing so, you learned of the secret loca-
tion where the movie was being shown. At the the-
ater, two forms of identifi cation were required upon 
admittance. After the screening, it was mandatory 
to sign a release form stating you would not speak 
to any reporters circling the theater like buzzards 
swooping down on a kill. The fi nal straw? If any 
critic published his/her review before the indicated 
release date, said critic would be banned from fu-
ture Twentieth Century Fox screenings.

It was as if Dan Brown — he of the clue-fetish su-

Film historians cite 
the two movies as the 
beginning of the end: 
the symbolic “death” 
of the old Hollywood 
system. From now 
on, the focus for stu-
dios was that opening 
weekend gross. Could 
they pack ‘em in dur-
ing that fi rst week-
end? Then, would the 
movie have “legs”? 
Could word of mouth, 
marketing and mer-
chandising — toys, 
clothes, books, post-
ers — carry the pic-
ture into the territory 
of bona-fi de smash?

The original “Star 
Wars” trilogy saw Lu-
cas pay tribute to the 
swashbuckling serials 
of his youth, but with 
state-of-the-art ef-
fects. We hadn’t seen 
visuals quite like that 
before. The image of 
the belly of that star 
destroyer, looming 
overhead seemingly for miles, took away our collec-
tive breaths, and with John Williams’ triumphant 
score pounding away, a pop culture moment in cin-
ema was born.

The next two pictures, “The Empire Strikes Back” 
and “Return of the Jedi,” saw Lucas’ vision dubbed 
a “space opera.” In a way, it’s fi tting. For all its em-
phasis on technology, what Lucas had created was 
a family saga, one with secrets, lies, hidden pasts 
and sudden revelations. Soapy or not, that human 
thread gave the stories their soul.

Kylo Ren, surrounded by stormtroopers, in “The Force Awakens.”

A longtime friend, one with a storied career that 
comprises stage and screen, suggested to me that 
the phenomenal success of the new “Star Wars” pic-
ture has nothing to do with whether it’s any good.

Episode VII of the enduring franchise is well on its 
way to becoming the fi rst movie to gross more than 
$1 billion domestically, eclipsing James Cameron’s 
“Avatar” ($760.5 million) in basically three weeks.

Chalk up the fi lm’s pedal-to-the-accelerator suc-
cess, my friend says, to a “mob mentality,” legions 
of “Star Wars” fans hellbent on purging themselves 
of the cinematic acid refl ux George Lucas produced 
with his joyless prequels.

In the 12 months leading up to the December re-
lease of “Star Wars Episode VII: The Force Awak-
ens,” the fans, he continued, bathed in a tsunami of 
hype, with distributor Disney and director/co-writer 
J.J. Abrams carefully spoon-feeding nuggets of cast-
ing decisions, conceptual art and teaser-trailers to 
the public.

Daisy Ridley stars as Rey in “The Force Awakens.”

The question, my friend posed, is this: Are “Star 
Wars” fans so relieved “The Force Awakens” isn’t 
crap that they are blinded to its fl aws? 

Ooh, that’s a tough one.
I adore my friend — we have spirited conversa-

tions, sometimes weekly, about contemporary fi lm 
— and he may be on to something. However, he was 
posing this question to a “Star Wars” die-hard, one 
who in the 1970s saw the original picture, “A New 
Hope,” about eight times at Michigan City’s Dunes 
Plaza Cinema. A true-blue nerd who has what’s con-
sidered the “holy trinity” of the “Star Wars” saga 
— “A New Hope” (1977), “The Empire Strikes Back” 
(1980) and “Return of the Jedi” (1983) — on VHS, 

laserdisc, DVD and Blu-ray. 
Who still has the Kenner ac-
tion fi gures, the comic books, 
the posters...

You catch my drift.
To answer his question, geek 

out with me, if you will, and 
let’s take in some historical 
perspective.

“Star Wars” arrived in the-
aters in 1977, two years af-
ter Steven Spielberg’s “Jaws.” George Lucas “Star Wars: Episode V The Empire Strikes Back.” “Star Wars: Episode 1 The Phantom Menace.”

perthriller “The Da Vinci Code” — had been hired to 
mastermind the fi lm’s advance marketing. And as 
we all know, the hype backfi red. Hell hath no fury 
like a “Star Wars” fan scorned. Within an hour into 
the advance screening I attended, the rabid enthu-
siasm, the kinetic energy circulating throughout the 
room, began to wane. Something had become dis-
tressingly clear. Lucas had forgotten how to make 
a “Star Wars” movie. The opening scrawl, complete 
with perplexing talk of trade routes and taxations, 
set an awkward tone for what amounted to a slug-
gish, pokey tale with wooden performances, laugh-
able dialogue — complete with talk of an immacu-
late conception — and special effects so drenched in 
CGI (computer generated imagery) they resembled 
cartoons. The audience stumbled out of the theater 
that night feeling cheated. One hapless soul near 
me exclaimed, “We waited 16 years for that?

“Star Wars: Episode II Attack of the Clones.”

Three years later, it became irritatingly worse 
with “Attack of the Clones” (2002). The last thing 
you want out of a “Star Wars” movie is people stand-
ing around debating politics...and badly, but that’s 
was Lucas treated audiences to, capped off by a love 
story resplendent with dialogue so dippy, one might 
argue it was penned by monkeys with crayons.

(I began gathering my things, hopeful the end 
credits would arrive soon to administer a suffi cient 
mercy killing, after Natalie Portman’s Padme told 
Hayden Christensen’s Anakin, “I’m not afraid to 
die. I’ve been dying a little bit each day since you 
came back into my life.”)

The silliness continued three years later with 
“Revenge of the Sith” (2005), although the second 
half contained an undeniable power as everything 
the older fi lms eluded to now unfolded with a tragic 
sense of fate. Ironically, though, the movie’s most 
spectacular set piece, the volcanic showdown be-
tween Anakin and Obi-Wan, was not directed by 
Lucas, but by his old pal, Spielberg, who gets no 
mention of it in the credits.

In any event, the point is that by 2005, “Star 
Wars” fans were left bewildered, disenchanted.

Continued on Page 22

Is “The Force Awakens” Legitimately Good...
or Fan Wish Fulfi llment?

by Andrew Tallackson
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All of that changed, though, 
when Disney announced in 
2012/2013 that it secured the 
rights to Lucasfi lm, which en-
tails not just “Star Wars,” but 
also the “Indiana Jones” fran-
chise, for a cool $4 billion. The 
goal, Disney stated, was to not 
just fulfi ll Lucas’ original vision 
of producing Episodes Seven, 
Eight and Nine — without Lu-

cas’ involvement, mind you — but also standalone 
fi lms. And with Disney wrestling ownership of 
Marvel Studios (“The Avengers,” “Iron Man”) out 
of Paramount Studios’ hands, the studio birthed by 
the invention of Mickey Mouse now seemed, well, a 
rather greedy enterprise. Even the announcement 
that Abrams would direct Episode VII sent the 
geek world into a tizzy. After all, he’d helmed the 
2009 reboot of “Star Trek,” a lively fi lm no doubt, 
but you don’t mix “Star Trek” with “Star Wars,” lest 
you want single men in their 40s and still living in 
mom’s basement to spontaneously combust.

Now, the hype is over, the movie soaring in the-
aters. Is it legitimately good, or will the true indica-
tor be how the movie stands up years from now?

For someone like me who prefers to live in the 
now, “The Force Awakens” is wonderful...and for all 
the right reasons. Why? Because it gets back to the 
basics. The story is simple. In a nutshell, Luke Sky-
walker is missing. The First Order, bent on pick-
ing up the slack now that Darth Vader is long dead, 
wants Skywalker found. General Leia sends out 
members of the Rebel Alliance to track him down 
before the First Order does.

That’s it. Gone is any talk of trade federations or 
taxation. Gone, for the most part, are the fake CGI 
worlds and in their place real, exotic locales. New 
characters mix with beloved ones (Harrison Ford, 
returning as Han Solo, hasn’t been this lively since, 
well, since the last “Indiana Jones” picture).

The movie’s detractors, and there are many, say 
the movie is just a rehash of “A New Hope,” and a 
poorly written, acted and plotted one to boot.

Abrams is no Spielberg, who gives his images a 

The Force Awakens Continued from Page 21

J.J. Abrams.

Harrison Ford as Han Solo and Peter Mayhew as Chewbacca in “A New Hope” (left) and “The Force Awakens” (right).

poetic beauty, but he is an economical director. He 
knows how to tell a story and tell it swiftly. There is 
rarely a lull in “The Force Awakens,” and the ones 
that do exist advance the story enough so when the 
action scenes arrive, you are prepped and ready for 
large-scale excitement.

And let’s be honest. Do you go to a “Star Wars” 
movie expecting the crackling dialogue of David 
Mamet? A performance that heralds the next Meryl 
Streep? Of course not. All you want to do is cheer 
the good guys, boo the bad guys, applaud the rous-
ing heroics, weep at unexpected losses and marvel 
at how technology has evolved over the years.

What’s comforting with “The Force Awakens” is 
that the “Star Wars” franchise is still a family saga. 
The repercussions of the past have great impact on 
decisions of the present. And with Daisy Ridley’s Rey, 
“The Force Awakens” creates the greatest female 
heroine since Sigourney Weaver’s Ripley. She is nei-
ther overly feminized nor excessively masculinized. 
She conveys strength, wisdom, heart and courage: 
Everything we want out of a “Star Wars” character.

And how exciting is it, the debate over Rey’s 
past? Is she Luke Skywalker’s daughter, Obi Wan 
Kenobi’s granddaughter, Kylo Ren’s sister? The fact 
that a female movie character is stirring so much 
debate, so much public discourse on social media, is 
a reminder that movies have the power to generate 
healthy discussion.

Time will tell whether “The Force Awakens” is 
great moviemaking. For now, it is good, old-fash-
ioned fun. Nothing more, nothing less.

And that’s good enough for me.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

“Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope.”
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We Put The Snow Where You Want ItWe Put The Snow Where You Want It
SHORELAND MARINE SNOW SHORELAND MARINE SNOW 

PLOWINGPLOWING
Commercial-Residential. 

Most residential $25, includes sidewalk. 
Free quotes. Call today to get on the list!

219-861-BOAT (2628)

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are available:
• The Save the Tunes Council performs from 

7:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 15, at Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center.

The group preserves folk songs in the traditional 
way, using guitar, autoharp, dulcimer, banjo, har-
monica, bagpipe, penny whistle, hurdy gurdy and 
other obscure instruments.

• Learn about nature in winter, and how to 
explore its beauty on snowshoes, during the 
ranger-led program from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturdays, 
Jan. 16  and 30, at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.

A brief indoor program on winter and the use of 
snowshoes is followed by a chance to try them out 
on a ranger-led hike through fi elds and woods sur-
rounding the center. A limited number of snowshoes 
are available for loan, or visitors can take their own. 
A hike will be offered if there isn’t enough snow.

• Kids Fishing Tackle Series from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 16, at Paul H. Douglas Center 
for Environmental Education.

Children make fi shing tackle under a park rang-
er’s guidance. Parents must remain with their chil-
dren during the program. The class maximum is 20 
children. Those interested must register by calling 
(219) 395-1882.

• Find Your Park Film Series on Saturdays 
and Sundays.

Explore a different National Park Service site 
through fi lms shown at 2 p.m. Saturdays at the Paul 
H. Douglas Center and 2 p.m. Sundays at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Call the park’s information 
line at (219) 395-1882 for this week’s fi lm.

• Open House at the Douglas Center from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays at the Paul H. Doug-
las Center for Environmental Education.

Family friendly activities include the chance to 
borrow cross country skis if there is enough snow. 
Visitors also can feed the center’s resident turtles 
and fi sh, or just explore the center’s exhibits.

• “Kid’s Rule” from 1 to 3 p.m. Sundays at 
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.

Join a ranger in the Visitor Center’s activity room 
for stories and activities. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street in 
Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Taltree Dayan Qigong Classes
Taltree Arboretum & Gardens will present an 

advanced level, six-part series on Qigong, China’s 
emerging martial and healing arts system. 

Also known as the Wild Goose, or Dayan, system, 
its largely obscured 1,700-year history was discov-
ered, and has been studied, for the past 35 years. 

Brian Hill, a 6th-degree 
black belt in Ryukyu Kempo 
and 2nd-degree black belt in 
Shuri Ryu, will lead the class. 
He has studied and taught ka-
rate for more than 35 years.

Set in the Visitor’s Center 
Depot, class members will 
study the Chinese internal art 
amid a natural setting, partic-
ipating in standing and seated 
meditations, energy work and 
martial training. Sold as a sin-
gle unit, classes are from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Jan. 14, 
21 and 28, and Feb. 4, 11 and 18. The cost is $45. 
Visit tinyurl.com/gsjqynk or call (219) 462-0025, 
Ext. 3, for more information and to register.

Taltree is located at 450 W. County 100 North 
near Valparaiso. Visit Taltree.org or follow Taltree 
on twitter at @TaltreeArb and facebook at facebook.
com/Taltree for more information.
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Wo o dwo r k i n g  &  D e s i g n
Furniture & Cabinetry

� heirloom quality
handmade locally
� Leaded Glass �

� Carved Signs & Plaques �

V i s i t  o u r  s h o w r o o m
13400 Red Arrow Hwy, Harbert

269-469-5687
www.centeroftheworld.net

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING
(219) 363-9367 

4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

1010 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window fi lm

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window fi lm. 
All Films Reduce 99% UV

MLK Day Volunteers
Celebrate the Martin Luther King Jr. National 

Day of Service on Monday, Jan. 18, by signing up to 
volunteer at an Indiana State Park. 

From maintaining trails, to entering computer 
data, to helping in nature centers, Hoosiers can 
help state park properties by donating their time 
and talent.  

Visit stateparks.IN.gov/2443.htm for more infor-
mation, then download an application and return 
it to the state park or lake of interest. Applications 
also can be sent to jheaston@dnr.IN.gov if having no 
preference.  

Jan. 18 is a state holiday, so property offi ces and 
most nature centers will not be open. Self-directed 
service such as walking trails and picking up litter 
on that day is welcome.

Volunteers can take a photo and share it with 
Indiana State Parks on facebook at facebook.com/
INdnrstateparksandreservoirs.

Teen Writer’s Workshop
New Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson 

St., will present a free teen writer’s workshop, con-
ducted by Indigan Storyteller, from 1 to 5 p.m.  EDT 
Saturday, Jan. 16.

Indigan Executive Producer Roger Batton will 
lead the program aimed at youth 11 to 16 and 
structured in a lecture/breakout format. Students 
will listen to each lecture, then breakouts will be 
organized by age. Each group will have a facilita-
tor. Teens will learn to write a story for presenta-
tion and receive an Indigan Storyteller workbook. A 
beverage/snack service will be provided as students 
take a writing break.

The workshop is free to local residents and second 
home owners. Contact New Buffalo Township Youth 
Services at (269) 469-2933 or newbuffalokids@
gmail.com for more information.

LOK Foundation Awarded
The Lindsey O’Brien Kesling Wishing Tree Foun-

dation recently accepted the Outstanding Philan-
thropist Award through the Northwest Indiana 
Chapter of American Fundraising Professionals.

Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 
which nominated the foundation, has partnered 
with it since 2013 to bring dance, music and visual 
art classes to area school children, including violin 
lessons, hip-hop dance classes or photography in-
struction. The students then showcase their works 
in an arts expo each June at LCA that includes an 
exhibit, musical and dance performances.

Dot Kesling created 
the foundation in honor 
of her daughter, Lindsey 
O’Brien Kesling, who 
passed away from carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

The organization also 
partners with The Boys 
& Girls Club and The 
South Shore Dance Alli-
ance to remember Lind-
sey through the arts, 
while also ensuring those 
who participate are more 
educated about the dan-
gers of carbon monoxide 
and the importance of 
having effective detectors at home.

LCA Education Director Janet Bloch said Dot 
Kesling was nominated because “she has been able 
to turn her deepest sorrow into hopeful determina-
tion. Her resiliency and faith have transformed her 
unconditional love for Lindsey into a legacy that is 
meaningful to hundreds of children and families 
throughout the region.”

Dot Kesling
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Students at St. Paul Lutheran School have learned how one good deed inspires another. Back in October, Williams Orchard, Rolling Prairie, donated 
apples for use by local soup kitchens and homeless shelters. Members of St. Paul took the apples home to make baked goods, which were sold the fol-
lowing weekend. The money raised benefi tted St. Paul’s mission that involves a soup kitchen and men’s Friday night homeless shelter. Purchased with 

the proceeds were aprons. Pictured are St. Paul students and teacher Catherine Murray serving supper for men at the Friday night shelter.

Fruits of their Labor

on balances up to $10,000 on all balances even if 

0.05 
%
APY*2.02 

%
APY*

*Account approval, conditions, qualifications, limits, timeframes, enrollments, log-ons and other requirements apply. Monthly direct deposit, enrollment in online banking, and receipt of electronic statements are conditions of the Kasasa 
Cash account. Enrollment in electronic services (e.g. online banking, electronic statements) and log-ons are required to meet some of the account’s qualifications. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means a period beginning one (1) business 
day prior to the first day of the current statement cycle through one (1) business day prior to the close of the current statement cycle. When your Kasasa Cash account qualifications are met during a Monthly Qualification Cycle, (1) Tier 
1: balances less than or equal to $10,000.99 receive APY of 2.02%; and Tier 2: balances over $10,000.99 earn 0.15% interest rate on the portion of balance over $10,000.99, resulting in a range from 2.02% to 0.32% APY depending 
on the account’s balance and (2) you will receive unlimited reimbursements for nationwide ATM fees incurred during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in which you qualified. An ATM receipt must be presented within sixty (60) calendar 
days of transaction for reimbursements of individual ATM fees of $4.99 or higher. When Kasasa Cash qualifications are not met, all balances in the account earn 0.05% APY and ATM fees are not refunded. To earn your rewards just 
do the following transactions and activities in your Kasasa Cash account during each Monthly Qualification Cycle: have at least 12 debit card purchases that post and settle, be enrolled in and agree to receive electronic statements, 
be enrolled in and log into Online Banking at least every 59 days. Account transactions and activities may take one or more days to post and settle to the account and all must do so during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in order to 
qualify for the account’s rewards. The following activities do not count toward earning account rewards: ATM-processed transactions, transfers between accounts, debit card purchases processed by merchants and received by La Porte 
Savings Bank as ATM transactions, non-retail payment transactions and purchases made with debit cards not issued by La Porte Saving Bank. Interest and ATM fee reimbursements will be credited to your Kasasa Cash account on the 
last day of the statement cycle. APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 10/08/15. Rates and rewards are variable and may change after account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Limit one (1) Kasasa Brand account 
per social security number. $100 minimum deposit is required to open a Kasasa Cash account. There are no recurring monthly service charges or fees to open or close this account. Ask one of our La Porte Savings Bank customer 
service representatives for additional information, details, restrictions, processing limitations and enrollment instructions. Kasasa and Kasasa Cash are trademarks of BancVue Ltd., registered in the U.S.A.

thelpsb.com

Cash?



January 14, 2016Page 26
THE

Waste District Educator Embarks on Unique Project
How would your life change if you couldn’t throw 

anything away for an entire year?
Alicia Ebaugh, La Porte County Solid Waste Dis-

trict educator, is about to fi nd out for herself.
Ebaugh, who teaches children and adults across the 

county about recycling and waste reduction, is collect-
ing all the waste she creates this year to educate her-
self and others about the effects of waste production.

“We live in a very disposable society. It’s so easy 
just to throw something in the trash can. In our 
minds, it simply disappears after it’s taken to the 
curb,” she said. “But nothing you throw away ever 
truly goes away. It just goes somewhere else.”

Through posting pictures of her own waste and 
blogging about it, she’s already begun to learn in-
teresting lessons about how her habits infl uence the 
types of waste she creates.

“When I’m at work, I don’t always bring lunch 
from home, so a few times a week I fi nd myself get-
ting fast food,” she said. “Each time, I end up with 
at least a bag, a few wrappers or containers, a nap-
kin, maybe a ketchup packet or two. It doesn’t seem 
like a lot, but it adds up over time.

“The bag is the only recyclable item there. If I 
want to avoid hanging onto the rest of that stuff, 
I’m going to have to plan to bring lunch from home 
every day.”

Ebaugh also hopes her efforts will help people 
connect the things they throw away to the use of 
resources from which they are made.

“Theoretically, we all know that paper is made out 
of trees and that a plastic water bottle is made from 
crude oil, but these items are usually of no value to 
us after one use,” she said. “It helps to be mindful 
that the things we are using came from the earth. 

“Do we really want to say that the materials for 
this water bottle or plastic fork were extracted from 

the earth, shaped by several people over a period of 
time and shipped, sometimes halfway around the 
world, so we could use it once and throw it away?”

Ebaugh said she will only keep items that are 
considered trash, not those that are recyclable or 
compostable as these methods put resources to use 
again. Recycling already is popular in La Porte 
County, Ebaugh said, as it is provided to all resi-
dents through the district’s programs. She composts 
food, yard waste and other products at home in a 
designated space behind her garage. But it will all 
be included in the collection process, as her person-
al goal during this project is to focus on reducing all 
the waste she creates.

“Recycling is great, but I want to practice what I 
teach,” she said. “I always say the three Rs – Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle – are in that order for a reason. If I 
use less stuff and reuse or repurpose things I already 
have, I will use fewer resources in the fi rst place.”

Those interested in Ebaugh’s project can follow 
her posts on the Solid Waste District’s blog at http://
lpcorecycling.tumblr.com/. Posts also will be shared 
on facebook at www.facebook.com/LPCoRecycling/

Visit the Solid Waste District website at www.solid-
wastedistrict.com to get a visual guide to home recy-
cling, curbside recycling collection calendar and more.

Alicia 
Ebaugh, La 
Porte County 
Solid Waste 
District 
educator, 
poses with a 
week’s worth 
of waste she 
collected last 
year as a test 
run for her 
2016 project.

SUPER BLOWOUTSALE

Across from Light House Mall

222 West 4th Street   Michigan City, IN   (219) 221-6330
OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY

couturebyciti.com

Lionel, Thomas, 
Melissa & Doug, 

Brio, & More

NEW LOCATION
4212 W. 1000 N. 
Michigan City, IN
Mon - Sat: 10 – 4
We buy old trains.

The Country Store

219.879.2822
ilttstore.com
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Creativity Knocking
Creativity reigned supreme at Pine Elementary 
Magnet School for the Arts during the holiday sea-
son as teachers and students collaborated on a door-
decorating contest. Categories included: Most Imag-
inative; Funniest; Best Movie/TV Theme; and Best 
Literary Theme. Photos provided by Betsy Kohn

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered:

Friday, Jan. 15
• 6 p.m. — Indiana Dunes Birding Festival 

Birds and Brews.
The park and Indiana Audubon Society host 

these free monthly gatherings of bird enthusiasts 
at The Craft House, 711 Plaza Drive, Chesterton. 
This month’s theme is bird art as the offi cial Indi-
ana Dunes Birding Festival commemorative poster 
is unveiled.
Saturday, Jan. 16

• 10 a.m. — Feed the Birds.
Join a naturalist outside the Nature Center for 

the daily feeding. Get close views of chickadees, car-
dinals and woodpeckers.

• 11:30 a.m. — Indiana Dunes Geocache Ad-
venture: A Hot Cocoa Affair.

The annual geocaching event lets geocachers 
in the tri-state area compete, ending with a chili-
dump at the Nature Center. Visit geocaching.com  
and search zip code 46304 to register or for more 
information.
Sunday, Jan. 17

• 10 a.m. — Snowshoe Shuffl e to the Gover-
nor’s Cottage.

Meet guest interpreter Jessica Rosier in the Na-
ture Center for an introduction to the mode of win-
ter transportation. Guests then jump on a pair and 
take a steeper dunes trek through the winter woods 
to the old governor’s home near the beach. A hike 
will be offered if there isn’t enough snow.

• 2 p.m. — 100 Years of Indiana State Parks.
Meet at the Nature Center auditorium for the 

50-minute documentary produced in 2009 by PBS.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Spectacular Sale Through 
the End of January

Closed Tuesdays
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A Super Bowl Connection

Michigan City High School recently received a commemorative golden 
football from the National Football League. In celebration of the Super 

Bowl’s 50th anniversary, the NFL is providing golden footballs to all former 
pro players who played in Super Bowls, and for them to present to their 
high schools. Elston graduate Tom Nowatzke, Class of 1961, is one of 

those players. By the time he fi nished his senior season at Elston, he had 
earned All-State and All-American honors. He went on to play for Indiana 
University, where he was an All American, then turned pro, playing for the 
Detroit Lions and Baltimore Colts. He scored a touchdown for Baltimore 
in Super Bowl V. The NFL golden football he presented to Michigan City 

High School is now displayed by his photograph in Heritage Hall.

Jumbo | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Jennifer Smart  
NMLS #277082  
C: 219.561.4736 

thelpsb.com

Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

adnum=60684290

Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360                       

“Family Owned Since 2001”

Assorted Flavors Suet Cakes Sale  
  .99
20 # Wild Bird Food  Sale  $8.99

20 # Black Oil Sunfl ower seeds  
 Sale $11.99
Save 20% on all Bird Feeders

OPEN 7 DAYS
219-878-1720 • 219-878-9141 Fax

email dunelandhome@gmail.com • website: dunelandhome.com
Follow us on Facebook

Bird Food Sale

Sale Ends Soon… 
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Off-Season Home Care Specialists
Are you looking for someone to be the eyes for your second home during 
the off season? Our company offers services that include weekly assess-
ments to make sure everything is intact and functioning as it should.

Our services have saved many of our clients from frozen pipes and 
other avoidable mechanical malfunctions that arise during harsh Lake 
Michigan winters. We can relieve your stress by making sure your home 
has survived the storm, freezing temperatures and 
overall well-being. It’s a piece of mind you can 
count on.

(773) 677-2733
www.NorthStarRealtyIN.com

Wine and Cheese Soiree
The Miller Garden Club Annual Winter Wine and 

Cheese Soiree is Saturday, Jan. 16, at Marquette 
Park Aquatorium, 6918 Oak Ave. in Gary’s Miller 
Beach neighborhood.

Social time is at 6:30 p.m., followed by a program 
at 7 p.m. that includes a presentation by Michigan 
art curator Susan Wilczak, whose is dedicated to 
bringing visual art to the public. She has worked 
with well-known artists such as Richard Hunt and 
Dale Chihuly, along with Michigan and regional art-
ists. She studied French and anthropology at Cen-
tral Michigan University and Universite du Quebec 
at Chicoutimi, Quebec, and received a master’s de-
gree in art history from Michigan State University.

While working on the Smithsonian Institute’s 
Save Outdoor Sculpture initiative, she received a 
public-awareness award for her conservation efforts 
in Berrien County, Mich.  

Reservations are required, along with a $5 do-
nation per attendee. Call Corya Channing at (219) 
938-8532. 

Handgun Shooting Course
Michigan City Rifl e Club, 4801 E. U.S. 20, will 

host an eight-hour NRA Basic Handgun Shooting 
Course at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 16.

The class introduces students to the knowledge, 
skills and attitude necessary to safely own and use 
a handgun. Fees range from $175 to $125, depend-
ing on if participants take handguns and ammuni-
tion or use club equipment. The cost includes light 
refreshments and lunch.

Class size is limited, and preregistration with de-
posit is required. Email jotto32@gmail.com or call 
(219) 369-3577.

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

marie@poshnewbuffalo.commarie@poshnewbuffalo.com

Your Good Clothes Deserve PoshPosh

Skip the mall and come to Posh for Skip the mall and come to Posh for 
one-of-a-kind shopping. We have your style! one-of-a-kind shopping. We have your style! 

Winter price reductions through FebruaryWinter price reductions through February

Taking winter consignments; Taking winter consignments; 

please call for appointment.please call for appointment.
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219.879.9140
312.343.9143

GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711

Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

Museum Curator’s Report
La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 

2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte, has released its De-
cember curator’s report.

Visitors came from 13 states, eight counties and 
Norway. Events included “A Visit with Santa” on 
Dec. 5. A large chorus wandered through the muse-
um singing Christmas carols. Holiday decorations 
included 16 elves placed around the museum. The 
theme was “No ‘Elf Control.” Visitors took forms 
and tried to fi nd all the elves.

Donations included:
• Panoramic photo of the 50th reunion, La  Porte 

High School class of 1947, Roger Alban.
• Playskool wooden alphabet blocks belonging to 

Barry Sigle, Evelyn Lind.
• Hatbox with two hats from 1948, purchased at 

Levine’s, Nancy Opperman Giesler.
• Sheep shearer with blades used at Harry Schoof 

farm, early 1900s, Arnold Schoof.
• La Porte public school books, late 1800s, chil-

dren’s magazines, Tone Cardinale.
• Panoramic photo of the 

50th reunion, LPHS 
class of 1949, La Porte 
Slicer baseball shirt 
from 1945 belonging to 
Robert Bayer, Cynthia 
Baker.

• Book, “Inspiring the 
Youth of America,” Pio-
neer Edition, includes 
donor, Elizabeth Wie-
gand.

• Two plastic paper clips 
advertising Smitty’s 
Restaurant, Elizabeth 
Siefker.

• Items for the sale table, 
Karen Piper, Evelyn 
Lind, Arnold Schoof, Dr. Peter Kesling and Su-
sie Richter, archival information, Mark Bryant; 
photo, Anne and Tom Thode. 
This year marks a change in membership dues 

and admissions. Adult admissions are $5 regardless 
of county of residence. Seniors 60 and older are $4. 
Kids 18 and younger are free. Call (219) 324-6767 
for new prices and incentives for Historical Society 
memberships.

The Indiana Bicentennial Project, “Prominent 
People of La Porte County,” will be on display for 
the entire year. The 2016 calendars are available 
and cost $12. A new display, “Wedding Gown of the 
Month,” debuts this month.

A Slicer baseball shirt from the 
mid-1940s belonging to Robert 

Bayer and donated by his daugh-
ter, Cynthia.

Waterford Hearing Center
Jessie Grskovic, Au.D.

Doctor of Audiology

Phone: (219) 814-4405
Fax: (219) 814-4408 • www.waterfordhearing.com

3777 N. Wozniak Rd. • Michigan City, IN 46360

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION CONTACT:Join us for an educational and cultural
journey to

Sicily: The Island 
of the Sun 

April 9, 2016 - April 23, 2016 
 Co-sponsored by the YMCA

Interior Painting by Trisha
Dependable, quick & professional

Free Estimates 219-448-2038
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

“Your wood floor specialist”

HULTMAN FLOORING, INC.

(219) 926-1966
35 E. Hwy. 20 • Porter

Old world craftsmanship for new world concepts
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL WOOD FLOORING ASSOCIATION

•  Design  •  Installation  •  Refinishing

You Are Invited to Stop By Our
Studio & Browse Through Our Wide
Variety of Wood Flooring Selections

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

November R.O.S.E. Winner
Jamie Budak is Visit 

Michigan City La Porte’s 
November Recognition of 
Service Excellence winner.

Budak owns Lil Q’s Cof-
fee Shop & Bakery, La 
Porte, a family run bake 
shop featuring hand cut 
donuts and cupcakes, as 
well as custom cakes.

“I started baking in 
my home for friends, but 
started to get more recog-
nition and I needed a big-
ger space,” Budak said. “I 
love being here in La Porte 
on Lincolnway just across 

from the La Porte County Courthouse. I was born 
and raised in this area, and I have lived in La Porte 
for seven years. I like to tell my guests about the 
local parks and the unique shopping we have here 
in La Porte.”

This is what the nominator wrote about the ser-
vice people receive from Budak: “BEYOND WORDS: 
I just wanted to express how appreciative I am for 
this restaurant’s customer service. It is such a rarity 
for businesses these days to truly focus their attention 
on the customer and not the profi t. The owner went 
out of her way to make me one of her specialties. This 
to me goes FAR and BEYOND incredible customer 
service and deserves all of our local business!

“I cannot praise this business enough! I am proud 
to have such an incredible business in downtown 
La Porte and hope it has a very long and profi table 
stay here. TOTALLY IMPRESSED!!! (Coming from 
someone who is not easily impressed)

Budak received a framed certifi cate, rose cor-
sage and $100 bill. She will be invited to the annual 
R.O.S.E. luncheon in May and be nominated for In-
diana’s Hoosier Hospitality Award.

Visit http://bit.ly/RoseNomination to nominate 
someone for the award.
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

On January 14, 1870, in a cartoon by Thomas 
Nast in Harper’s Weekly, the Democratic Party was 
represented for the fi rst time by a donkey.
On January 14, 1900, Puccini’s opera “Tosca” re-
ceived a mixed reception at its world premiere in 
Rome.
On January 14, 1914, Henry Ford started the as-
sembly line that reduced the time of putting togeth-
er a car from over 12 hours to 93 minutes. This con-
tributed to lowered automobile prices, smog, energy 
shortages, traffi c jams, fast food restaurants, and 
Arab dominance of the oil market.
On January 14, 1926, Midway Airport was con-
ceived when the Chicago City Council voted to build 
an airport at Cicero Avenue and 63rd Street.
On January 14, 1952, the Today show, featuring 
Dave Garroway as host, premiered on NBC.
On January 14, 1964, in her fi rst public statement 
since the assassination of her husband, Jacqueline 
Kennedy went on television to thank the 800,000 
people who had sent her messages of sympathy.
On January 14, 1967, in the nation’s fi rst Super 
Bowl, the NFL’s Green Bay Packers defeated the 
AFL’s Kansas City Chiefs. The score was 35-10.
On January 15, 1929, Martin Luther King, who 
would become a preeminent black civil rights lead-
er, was born in Atlanta.
On January 15, 1947, a grisly, still-unsolved homi-
cide came to light in Los Angeles as the mutilated 
remains of 22-year-old aspiring actress Elizabeth 
Short, known as the “Black Dahlia” for her dark 
outfi ts, were found in a vacant lot.
On January 15, 1967, the Green Bay Packers of 
the NFL defeated the Kansas City Chiefs of the AFL 
in the fi rst Super Bowl, 35-10. 
On January 15, 1974, “Happy Days” (which was 
to become one of the longest running sitcoms on TV) 
premiered on ABC.
On January 15, 1987, Ray Bolger, best remem-
bered for his role as the scarecrow in the 1939 MGM 
musical “The Wizard of Oz,” died at the age of 83.
On January 16, 1920, America went “dry” (so to 
speak) as the 18th Amendment to the Constitution 
took effect (one year after ratifi cation), and Prohibi-
tion became the law of the land.
On January 16, 1964, the stage show “Hello Dol-
ly,” starring Carol Channing, began a run of 2,844 
performances.
On January 16, 1967, a fi re destroyed Chicago’s 
McCormick Place.
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On January 17, 1984, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the private use of home VCRs to tape TV pro-
grams didn’t violate federal copyright laws.
On January 17, 1997, an Irish court granted the 
fi rst divorce in the nation’s history.
On January 18, 1882, English author Alan Alexan-
der Milne, who would write such famous children’s 
books as “Winnie-the-Pooh,” “Christopher Robin,” 
and “Piglet,” was born in London.
On January 18, 1975, the situation comedy “The 
Jeffersons,” a spin-off from “All in the Family,” pre-
miered on CBS.
On January 19, 1809, Edgar Allan Poe, “Master 
Teller of Tales,” who is recognized throughout the 
world as one of America’s greatest authors, was 
born in Boston.
On January 19, 1853, Il Torvatore, an opera by 
Verdi, premiered in Rome.
On January 19, 1918, Dr. Herbert Kalmus was 
granted a patent for fi lming motion pictures in color. 
It was fi rst used in a fi lm titled “The Gulf Between.”
On January 19, 1937, Howard Hughes set a trans-
continental air record when he fl ew across the United 
States in slightly more than 7 hours and 28 minutes.
On January 19, 1983, the American Psychiatric 
Association urged a “tightening up” of rules for use 
of the insanity defense in criminal trials.
On January 20, 1896, comedian George Burns 
was born Nathan Birnbaum in New York.
On January 20, 1954, “The Caine Mutiny Court-
Martial,” a play by Herman Wouk based on part of 
his novel “The Caine Mutiny” opened on Broadway.
On January 20, 1961, John F. Kennedy took offi ce 
as the 35th president of the United States.
On January 20, 1982, George Hallas named Mike 
Ditka to be the new head coach of the Chicago Bears.
On January 20, 1986, Martin Luther King Day 
was observed as a federal holiday for the fi rst time.
On January 20, 1993, Audrey Hepburn, who was 
beloved for her charm, elegance and aristocratic 
bearing in such fi lms as “Roman Holiday,” “Break-
fast at Tiffany’s,” and “My Fair Lady,” died at 63.
On January 20, 1996, space shuttle Endeavor
landed after a nine-day mission that included snar-
ing a Japanese satellite. 
On January 20, 2004, The Salvation Army an-
nounced a donation likely to exceed $1.5 billion 
from the estate of Joan Kroc, widow of McDonald’s 
founder Ray Kroc.
On January 20, 2005, President George W. Bush 
was inaugurated for a second term.
On January 20, 2008, Barack Obama was for-
mally sworn in as president of the United States, 
becoming the fi rst African-American to be elected 
commander in chief.

15412 RED ARROW HWY
LAKESIDE, MI 49116

THURS 1-7PM

 FRI  & SAT 11-6PM

SUN 11-4PM

MON 10-2PM
LAKEINTERIORS@GMAIL.COM
LAKEINTERIORSINC.COM
269.231.5434

DESIGNING CITY TO SHORE
ORSOORLAKE INTERIOAAAAAKKKKKEE INNNTEERRRIOOOOOOOOOORSRIIRRRRREEEEETTTTTNNNNIIIEEEEKKAALAKE INTERIORSLAAAKKEEEE IIIIINNNNNNTTTTEEEERRRRRRIIOOOORRRS

EASTERN TIME

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES
HOME FURNISHINGS
UNIQUE LIGHTING
GARDEN DECOR
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“Like” us on
facebook

www.facebook.com/thebeacher911

The Beacher Weekly 
Newspaper is on facebook, 
where you’ll find:

• Sneak peaks of the latest 
stories.

• Links to new and long-
standing advertisers.

• Updates on The Beacher 
Weekly Newspaper 
and Beacher Business 
Printers.

It’s our way of keeping 
you informed about, and 
entertained by, the people, 
places and businesses in our 
Beacher communities.

Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area: 
Jan. 14 — Music at the Museum, The Flash-

backs, 2-3:30 p.m., Westchester Township Museum, 
700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

Jan. 14 — Graphic Novel Book Club, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Westchester Public Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., 
Chesterton.

Jan. 15 — Indiana Dunes Birding Festival Birds 
and Brews, 6 p.m., The Craft House, 711 Plaza 
Drive, Chesterton.

Jan. 15 —  Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 p.m., 
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, 
Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Jan. 15-17 — “Perspectives from Extraordinary 
Students,” Southern Shore Art Association, 724 
Franklin St. Gallery hours: noon-4 p.m. Info: www.
SouthernShoreArtAssociation.com

Jan. 16 — Throwback Games, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. Cost: $2. Info: 
www.BarkerMansion.com

Jan. 16 — Indiana Dunes Geocache Adventure: 
A Hot Cocoa Affair, 11:30 a.m., Nature Center @ In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 16 — Battles of the American Civil War,  
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Westchester Public Library, 
200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Jan. 16 — Historical Architecture Through Ink 
Drawings, 10 to 11 a.m., Westchester Public Li-
brary, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Jan. 16 — Open Mic Night with Host Waterhouse 
Express, 8 p.m. EDT, The Acorn Theater, 107 Gen-
erations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. No cover. Info: 
www.acorntheater.com, (269) 756-3879.

Jan. 17 — Snowshoe Shuffl e to the Governor’s 
Cottage, 10 a.m., Nature Center @ Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 17 — Historical Art by Local Artist Robert 
Smith, 2 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 18 — Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebra-
tion for Kids, 10 a.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 20 — S.T.E.A.M. Ahead: Hovercrafts, 4 
p.m.,  Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 21 — Northwest Indiana Green Drinks, 6:30 
p.m., Shoreline Brewery, 208 Wabash St., Michigan 
City. Suggested donation: $5, $2/students. Info: 
(219) 874-6809.

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Farther Afi eld:
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Jan. 15-17 — “Vanya and Sonia and Masha and 
Spike,” Elkhart Civic Theatre @ Bristol (Ind.) Op-
era House, 210 E. Vistula St. Times (Eastern): 7:30 
p.m. Fri./Sat., 3 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $19/adults, $17/
students & seniors 62+. Reservations: (574) 848-
4116, www.elkhartcivictheatre.org

Jan. 16 — Kids Fishing Tackle Series, 1-3 p.m., 
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Educa-
tion, Lake Street north of U.S. 12 in Gary’s Miller 
Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Jan. 16 — Miller Garden Club Annual Winter 
Wine and Cheese Soiree, Marquette Park Aquatori-
um, 6918 Oak Ave. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighbor-
hood. Social time/6:30 p.m., program/7 p.m. Cost: $5 
donation. Reservations: (219) 938-8532. 

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• St. John Kanty, 7012 N. County Road 600 East, 

Rolling Prairie, 1 to 6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 18. 
• Purdue University-North Central Library Stu-

dent Faculty Building, 1401 S. U.S. 421, West-
ville, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 20. 
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit redcrossblood.org for more information.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

Beginning Clown Classes
Michiana Clowns will teach beginning clown 

classes Feb. 16 through May 3 at First United Meth-
odist Church, 121 E. Seventh St., Michigan City

Participants receive a supply list during the fi rst 
class. Graduation is May 3.

Call President Lynette McDonald at (219) 879-
3898 or Vice President Pat Bowers at (219) 363-
1181 for more information.

Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1-888-327-1010 • 1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN • 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call  219-872-1217.

Therapy in a non-clinical private setting: Individual counseling for 
anxiety, conflict, psychological trauma. Visit namCounseling.com to learn 
more and schedule your appointment. $85 per 50-minute session, $600 

per 8 sessions, prepaid. Natalie A. Mooney, MA LLPC
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868
Parents and students: Second Semester has started! Homework help 
is here! Retired college professor will tutor in your home. Basic science, 
math, reading, introductory percussion and guitar.  Call ( 708) 269-7449. 

Very reasonable, family rates available.
BUSINESS SERVICES

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured
Call us at 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 

Or visit www.visitingangels.com
IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥
PROFESSIONAL, CARING, EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER. 15 yrs.
experience. 2-24 hours of care. If you need care, call 219-809-8183.

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

CAREGIVER FOR SENIORS OR SPECIAL NEEDS INDIVIDUALS.
Available part time. Call Margaret Mansfield at (219) 872-7113.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Email home_matters_cleaning@yahoo.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 8 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
19 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 219-617-
7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

MAID BY THE LAKE. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - email maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837.
TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 

Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650.
MY CLEANING LADY LLC! Bonded and insured. Visit www.myclean-

inglady-laporte.com, email mycleaninglady2013@gmail.com 
or call (219) 814-3472.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.
Also: doors, windows, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs. Winter

watch service. Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 

24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907

BILL SMART – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting and Tile. 
Call (269) 469-4407.

CHIMNEYS • BRICK REPAIR • TUCKPOINTING & FIREPLACE 
REPAIRS • Call Gene Burke  219-344-7563 (M.C.)

JBCCarpenty.com
Window/door replacements, Egress window installation,

carpentry, basement waterproofing solutions. (630) 926-6792 
Duneland Home & Hardware “Handyman Service.”

No job too big or small... We DO-IT ALL...
Call for your free estimate. (219) 878-1720

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352.
DUNES ROOFING & MAINTENANCE. 

All types of roofing: rubber • shingles • metal & repairs. 
Over 27 yrs. exp. Locally owned business. Guaranteed work. Licensed.

Insured. Great ref. Reasonably priced. 219-229-9387
EASTCO BUILDERS/REMODLERS

New/remodel, additions, kitchens, bathrooms, framing, siding win-
dows/doors, Egress, replacement, drywall, finishing electric/plumb-

ing repair, concrete/masonry, ceramic tile, install/replace/repair, 
service maintenance/winterization. 25-years experience. Licensed/

insured. (219) 229-4962. Winter discounts. Like us on facebook.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Wallpaper removal • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
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HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 
 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 
YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 

yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling — snow removal 
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at 219-229-4474

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Weedings, Clean-
ups, Mowing, Mulch, Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

RB’s SERVICES —tree removal, fall cleanup and snow removal, haul 
away debris and other landscaping needs, leaf  cleanup in fall, handyman 

and carpentry needs. Power washing. In business 28 yrs.  
Roger 219-561-4008.

LLOYD TREE SERVICE & BRUSH REMOVAL Trimming • Cutting • 
Removal • Reasonably Priced. 219-229-5867

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Now Hiring Caregivers

Caring, dependable caregivers needed to provide in-home care to seniors. 
Positions available in Michigan City, La Porte and surrounding areas. Call 

(219)662-2999 or visit www.seniorhelpers.com/michigancity-in

Rita’s European Touch Cleaning is hiring ladies to clean houses. Full & 
part time. A car is necessary. Call after 9 a.m.: 

(219) 878-9311 or (630) 596-6119
Housework in Rolling Prairie. Been sick. Lots to put away, then clean. 

Need 2/3 temporary helpers, then 1 permanent helper to keep up. 
Respond in writing to 911 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360, attn: 

Housework ad.

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Wanted: Vintage furniture, lamps and rugs. 
Please call 219-871-9064.

Would like to rent heated garage spot for winter in Long Beach/New 
Buffalo area. Email wintergarage@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

Equilibrium Vacation Rentals LLC
We provide full service property management.

 (219) 898-1060 • equilibriumrentals@yahoo.com

RENTALS INDIANA
GREAT 5BR HOUSE. CLOSE TO BEACH AT STOP 20.

CALL PATTY AT 773-401-2966.

Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $775/mo., 2BR $975/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.

Looking for a cabin in the woods?
Home for rent in Beverly Shores. 3 BR/2BA Private, secluded,
10-minute walk to best beaches. $1,475/month plus utilities.

Call Bruce @ 219-406-5231

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
For sale: Grand Beach summer cottage, 2 BR/1BA, living room, family 
room, ½ block from private beach. Fully furnished. $285,000. Unlimited 

summer rental income potential. Call Mark at (630) 918-7373.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Northwest Indiana Green Drinks
Nicole Barker, Save the Dunes executive direc-

tor, will speak at the next Northwest Indiana Green 
Drinks meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 21, at 
Shoreline Brewery, 208 Wabash St., Michigan City.

Barker will discuss projects under way that ben-
efi t the Indiana dunes.

The suggested donation is $5, or $2 for students. 
Call (219) 874-6809 for more information.

Photography/Photoshop Seminar
The Purdue University-North Central Offi ce of 

Graduate and Extended Learning will offer a semi-
nar on basic digital photography and Adobe Photo-
shop from 5:15 to 8:45 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26, at the 
Westville campus.

The instructor is PNC limited term lecturer 
George Kassal, Long Beach. Participants will re-
view basic camera controls for adjusting exposure, 
white balance, fl ash and shooting modes. Hands-on 
experience is planned with Adobe Photoshop, navi-
gating menus, using tools and layers, and manag-
ing image fi les in Photoshop and Windows.   

The workshop will bring learners up to speed if 
wanting to join the Intermediate Digital Photogra-
phy and Adobe Photoshop Workshop offered from 
5:15 to 7:15 p.m. Thursdays, Jan. 28-March 3.

Registration is $89 and includes all materials. 
Special rates are available for PNC and PUC stu-
dents, alumni and employees. The registration 
deadline is Jan. 19.

Registration for the intermediate workshop is 
$189, with special rates available for PNC students, 
alumni and employees. The registration deadline is 
Jan. 21.

Visit www.pnc.edu/gel/ or contact Cassandra Boe-
hlke, Graduate and Extended Learning coordinator, 
at (219) 785-5200, Ext. 5343, or cboehlke@pnc.edu 
to register or for more information.
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The Means by Douglas Brunt 
(paperback, $15.99, available in book-
stores and online; also available as an 
eBook)

Happy New Year! 2016 means the 
presidential race ramps up — only 11 
months to go — with a new round of 
rallies, speeches, claims and counter-
claims, name calling and who knows 
what else. Let’s take a break from real-
ity and read about politics from a dif-
ferent perspective.

Brunt is the author of Ghosts of 
Manhattan, a book about the Wall 
Street meltdown of 2005 that I re-
viewed last year. His writing style 
made for a well-written, well-plotted 
story. So when I picked up this book at Barnes & 
Noble, I was intrigued to see if he could surpass 
himself. The author is married to Fox News anchor 
Megyn Kelly. Maybe that’s where he fi nds inspira-
tion? Who cares, because this book features maneu-
vers and machinations on both sides of the aisle, as 
well as high-profi le political rivals and media com-
mentator all rolled into one fascinating story with a 
Hitchcock-type ending I didn’t see coming.

Brunt excels at introducing and building his char-
acters, one by one, so you get a sense of what they’re 
about. You know these three main characters will 
have to meet and interact at some point, but it’s the 
getting there that makes for an exciting read.

First up is Samantha Davis, hotshot lawyer for 
an important fi rm now considering a career switch 
to TV commentator. A step down in pay, surely, but 
she was a child star on TV. Getting back in front 
of the camera, breaking news stories, it seems like 
what she is destined to do.

Picked up by a cable news channel, Samantha 
gets her fi rst break on a sensational murder featur-
ing a Hollywood star in a Florida cabana. Her inves-
tigation propels her to become the media darling, 
and maybe a little too cocky. Looking for more dirt 
on the murder, she approaches two men, one a po-
liceman who has nothing to say, but introduces her 
to the other man. Is it fate or her good investiga-
tive sense that leads her to Connor Marks, a retired 
Miami policeman now in business for himself as a 
self-proclaimed “fi xer.” He gives her information on 
the victim and his girlfriend that pans out, and it 
isn’t long before he gives her a lead on another story 
that will assure her continued popularity. Hmmm. 
So what’s in it for him?

Meet Tom Pauley, high-fl ying lawyer approached 
by the Republican party to run for governor in his 
home state of North Carolina. He’s a clean slate, 

well respected and the perfect can-
didate to run against the incumbent. 
He fi nally agrees to enter the political 
arena and soon fi nds the whirlwind of 
speeches and rallies exhausting and 
exhilarating. He wins the election 
and settles smoothly into the position. 
Three years later, guess what? The 
party wants him to run for president!

Third person in our complicated tri-
angle is the president of the United 
States, Mitchell Mason. He is married, 
three daughters — seemingly the ideal 
American father and husband. Maybe. 
Maybe not. He comes from a driven fa-
ther who pressed his son to strive for 
greatness. Thing is, he’s doing a pretty 

good job for the country. But what about the man 
inside the offi ce? Believing you’re right all the time 
can make for some fawning “yes” men and some 
vindictive enemies. Soon, it’s time for the next cam-
paign, and Democrat Mason faces off with Republi-
can Tom Pauley. 

Now comes the fun part. The behind-the-curtain 
goings on: endless bus trips around the country, 
late-night strategy meetings — all the elements of a 
presidential campaign you never hear about.

And that story Connor promised Samantha? The 
woman he sends her to, Monica Morris, says she 
had an affair with President Mason that ended one 
night...I’m not saying more! Can Samantha believe 
this woman? She thinks she has covered her bases 
as the story is introduced to the TV audience and 
all hell breaks loose. Will this stain on Mason’s past 
infl uence voters on the present ballot? We all know 
the power of the media—how will it handle this 
information? And what can Mason’s team pull out 
on Pauley? It’s an interesting look at how we hear, 
process and fi nally decide what’s real and what’s 
not. But, as Mason tell his wife: “We live in a great 
mirage, Evelyn. There’s no substance to anything, 
there’s just what your brain gets tricked into believ-
ing. That’s what matters more than what’s actually 
true.”

Oh, and did I mention that Tom Pauley and Sa-
mantha Davis both worked at the same law offi ce? 
Oops, my bad.

Bestselling author Nelson DeMille wrote: “I love 
this book...This is a taut, thoughtful and totally be-
lievable story of American politics at its best and 
worst.”

Political strategist James Carville wrote: “The 
Means is a must read for even the casual political 
observer.”

Till next time, happy reading!
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Happy New Year!


