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them, but on press day, he relented and the media 
was allowed to ask simple questions. 

A sports reporter from WSBT-TV, Channel 22, out 
of South Bend, had a camera fi xed on Terry Morse. 

“All year, who was 
the toughest center 
you played against?” 
he asked.

“Harold Kennedy,” 
Morse replied. 

“Cut,” the reporter 
instructed his camera 
man. “Who is Harold 
Kennedy?” 

“That guy right 
there. No. 24. My 
teammate.” 

“No, I mean an 
actual player you 
played against.” 

“I play against him 
every day. Look at 
him — do you want to 
play against him ev-
ery day?” 

The reporter shook 
his head. “OK, let’s go 
onto the next ques-
tion.” 

“He was tough to 
get around,” Morse 
told me. “Brutal ball.” 

Wednesday: scrim-
mage. 

Thursday: game planning. 
As each week passed, more and more Michigan 

City residents wanted to get in on all the hoopla. 
Red and white clothing, signs, decorated cars. There 
were signs displayed in windows and hanging from 
awnings and on walls. 

The fi re station used all of the window squares of 

Hey, Hey, All the Way!
Monday morning, high school students crowded 

the sidewalk outside Elston High School waiting 
to enter the lottery 
to get a ticket to the 
State Finals. Even 
though Hinkle Field-
house at Butler Uni-
versity sat 14,900 
people, the IHSAA 
gave Elston a mere 
1,000 tickets. 

There would be no 
drawing in Red Devil 
gym that week. 

Principal War-
ren Jones set up 20 
school buses to take 
the kids to the game, 
and a couple days in 
advance, Michigan 
City Police made a 
dry run, mapping out 
the route and coordi-
nating gas stops for 
the buses. The route 
was kept secret to 
avoid potential dan-
ger if too many cars 
followed. The con-
voy of student buses 
would be escorted by 
six offi cers in two patrol cars. 

Practice resumed its normal routine. 
Monday: fundamentals. 
Tuesday: media day — wait, what? Yes, a change 

in routine! The team did take time from its usual 
schedule, as did all four State Finals teams, for a 
press day. Coach Doug Adams never let his boys 
talk to the press. “I will talk to the press,” he told 

How Sweet It Is
The Final Chapter

by Matthew A. Werner

The sign outside St. John’s United Church of Christ. Photo provided by Mike Fleming.



March 24, 2016 Page 3
THE

its massive garage doors to spell out, “GO, GO, GO! 
DEVILS ALL THE WAY!” 

Junior high students painted banners that read, 
“2-4-6-8. Devil’s going down to State!” 

A storefront window had two giant devil heads 
and a masthead that read, “RED DEVILS A GO-
GO!” Below it was a large team photo, and under-
neath it said, “The Incomparable Red Devils.”

NIPSCO had life-sized, color, cardboard cutouts 
of the players, coaches, student managers, the ath-
letic director and Principal Jones standing behind 
the storefront, plate glass window of its main offi ce. 

Someone painted “GO CITY” on telephone poles. 
The Louis Krueger residence had a “go DEVILS” 

neon sign hung above a side door. 
Children cut out photos of the players in the local 

newspaper, then pasted them into the windows of 
their houses. 

One kid painted fi ve large sheets of paper and 
hung them from his parents’ front porch: 

“Hey-Hey—What Ya’ Say—City’s Going—All the 
Way!” 

He drew a picture of Indiana on the fi fth sheet 
and put a star in the center for Indianapolis. 

“GO-CITY-GO!”
“GOOD LUCK, CITY!” 
“Victory All the Way! Nothing Can Stop Us Now!” 
“Hey, Hey, All the Way!” 
The signs were everywhere. You couldn’t move or 

breathe without seeing a sign. If you stuck to the 
streets, you’d still see signs. A couple girls painted 
“All the way in 66!” on their cars’ fenders and “All 
The Way!” on the trunks. 

One of the fan buses used to take students to the 
State championships had the players’ names paint-
ed on its sides and “GOGO CITY GO!” painted on 
the tires. The tires! 

Cheerleaders celebrate after winning State.

Continued on Page 4
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shot around and tried to get accustomed to the play-
ing fl oor. Fortunately, the boys were getting used 

to the attention, so it 
didn’t faze them much. 
“And we were starting 
to like it,” O’Neil Sim-
mons said. 

As for Adams, he 
told a team of report-
ers, “I wouldn’t mind it 
every year.” 

It sure beat sitting 
at home watching 
somebody else play. 

Adams never talked 
about the Regional hex 
because he felt they 
had always been beat-
en by better teams. 
Leading up to State, 
though, he did talk 
about East Chicago. 
He made it clear to the 
boys that East Chi-
cago Washington beat 
Elston in the Regional 
four times in seven 
years. He wanted the 

boys to know. And his message rang through loud 
and clear. 

The two ranked teams in the State fi nals, fi fth-
ranked Michigan City Elston (24-3) and seventh-
ranked East Chicago Washington (23-4), played at 

When the team trav-
eled to away games, 
they didn’t ride in a 
standard yellow school 
bus. Instead, the school 
chartered a commer-
cial bus. Friday morn-
ing, the boys boarded 
a bus that would take 
them to Indianapo-
lis for practice. Morse 
sniffed the air and 
looked around quizzi-
cally. What is that? It 
smelled like a new car. 
He and the boys took 
their seats. The driver 
boarded and made his 
announcement. 

“Thank you for rid-
ing Indiana Motor 
Bus. I will be taking 
you to Indianapolis to-
day for the State tour-
nament and stay with 
you throughout the 
duration of your trip and bring you back home on 
Sunday. This is a brand new bus making its maiden 
voyage. Enjoy the ride, boys.” 

When the boys reached Hinkle Fieldhouse, a slew 
of reporters met them. The boys felt like thousands 
of eyeballs watched them nonstop as they practiced, 

How Sweet It Is Continued from Page 3

The victory rally in Ames Field.

The team enters Ames Field, making its way to the victory rally.
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11:30 a.m. The largest high school in the 
state, Indianapolis Tech (24-3) with nearly 
5,000 students, played Cloverdale (27-1) 
with 225 students at 12:45 p.m. 

Elston fi nally became the favorite to 
win. Ron Gilbert, who repeatedly wrote 
that Anderson High School would win 
State, switched his pick to Michigan City. 
Members of the Indiana Sportswriters 
and Broadcasters Association held their 
annual meeting, and 50 of the 96 attend-
ees chose Elston to win it all. Thirty-one 
voted for Indianapolis Tech. Cloverdale 
and East Chicago Washington got nine 
and six votes, respectively. 

Early Saturday morning, 20 school 
buses left Elston High School and started 
the slow, steady trip to the state capital. 
The long stream of yellow buses fi lled with students 
drew onlookers. 

“You go through the small towns between here 
and Indianapolis, people would be out in the streets 
waving at us, cheering us on so to speak, like Fran-
cesville and Medaryville,” Jones said. “We had 20 
buses, so it took us awhile to get through those 
small towns. Each student bus had 36 students on 
it, two chaperones and a bus driver. So there were 
39 people on each bus.” 

The team returns from the State Finals to discover massive community support.

But nobody got a ticket until they reached India-
napolis. 

“I didn’t give them a ticket until they got off the 
bus because I was afraid that they would scalp them 
to some gray-haired fella and I didn’t want him in 
the middle of my cheer block,” Jones said. “So, when 
they got off the bus at Butler Fieldhouse, they got a 
red and white pom-pom and a ticket. The way those 
kids barged into that Butler Fieldhouse, you would 

Continued on Page 6
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have thought they owned it. The amazing part of it 
all was that I got them home safe.” 

Meanwhile, the boys stayed at the Motor Inn in 
downtown Indianapolis. For breakfast, they drank 
milk and orange juice — everybody stayed away 
from the coffee. When the time arrived, they rode 
their charter bus to Hinkle Fieldhouse and entered 
the locker room. There, the boys developed an en-
tirely new motivation to win.

Morse told the story: 
“You could only dress 10 back then and we had 

12 on the team,” he said. “When it comes to the Sec-
tionals, two guys had to sit the bench. (Doug Adams)
picked out Fred LaBorn and Calvin George. He told 
Fred that if by chance we were to get lucky and get 
to the State Finals, he told him he would dress for 
that as he was a senior starting guard at one time. 

“So,” he continued, “we go through the Sectionals, 
and we go through the Regionals, and we go through 
the Semi-state, and we get down to State. We get to 
the fi rst game and the managers are always there 
ahead of us, and they always had our uniforms laid 
out in front of the lockers for us. 

“We get in there and I fi nd mine and right next 
door, here’s Fred’s. Fred’s in the corner, chewing 
gum, and one of us said, ‘Fred, come here, here’s 
your uniform,’ and he looked at it and he said, ‘I 
can’t.’ The place kind of got quiet, but Doug said, 
‘Remember, I promised you.’ Everybody is listening 
and he says, ‘I promised you that if we get to state 
you can dress.’” 

How Sweet It Is Continued from Page 5

The team receives awards after winning State.

Assistant Coach Al Whitlow and his wife, Pat.

Fred said, “Listen, we got this far with me not 
dressing, I’m not going to spoil it — you dress the 
best 10 players.” 

And everybody was just — wow.
LaBorn had lost his starting guard spot midway 

through the season. He shot well in practice, yes, 
but tensed up in games. Thereafter, he dutifully 
played the role of the opposing team’s best shooter 
in practice, but fell to the bottom of the roster when 
game time came. 

“That story tells you a lot about Fred and a lot 
about the team too,” Rob McFarland said.   

“Then we wanted to kick East Chicago’s ass!” 
Morse said. 

Elston beat their longtime nemesis from the 
northwest corner of the state, 81-64. 

In the locker room after the game, LaBorn told 
the team, “See, I told ya!” 

“That was fun,” McFarland said. “It was probably 
the best game we played all year.” 

The East Chicago Washington team and head 
coach Johnnie Baratto entered the Red Devils’ lock-
er room after the game. Coach Baratto congratu-
lated the Red Devils, gave a small pep talk and en-
couraged them to go on and win state. Each of the 
players wished them luck and told them they’d be 
rooting for them. 

In the Elston cheer block, consensus among the 
students was clear: We beat East Chicago, now we 
have to win it all. 

Continued on Page 8
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it was scary.” He wasn’t kidding. Simmons made 
the Tech guards look like they were moving in slow 
motion. He stole the ball, was gone in a fl ash and 
scored an easy layup. 

Fouled as the buzzer sounded, Cadwell hit two 
free throws on an empty court to tie the score at 
halftime, 30-30. 

The game was sharp in the third quarter. The 
back and forth picked up, the game got quicker. The 
boys played tighter. Passes, crisp. Rebounds cleared. 

Few mistakes. There was 
plenty of time to play when 
Cadwell sank his sixth fi eld 
goal and seventh free throw 
for 19 points. Tech strug-
gled to make a basket and 
was outscored, 18-8, in the 
third quarter. 

48-38, Elston. 
Tech started the fourth 

quarter with a full court 
press. Elston turned it over. 

Tech forced another turn-
over, but played sloppy on 
its own offensive end and 
still couldn’t make a basket.

Fast break — Cadwell 
to Gipson to Simmons. Re-
bound — two passes — two 
dribbles. Bang! Bang! Bang! 
Simmons laid it in with 
ease. It was a thing of beau-
ty. 

56-39, Elston. 
Then, Tech came back. 
56-43. 
56-46. 
56-47. 
56-48.  
Fifty seconds left to play. 

Elston survived Tech’s fl urry 
of points. Simmons shot six 
for six from the free throw 
line in the fourth quarter 
and left the game with sec-
onds to play. Fans stood and 
cheered as he took a seat on 
the bench. The game was 
fi rmly in Elston’s grip. 

Final score: 63-52. 
Michigan City Elston — 

1966 Indiana state basket-
ball champs.  

After the game, athletic 
director Elmer Millbranth 
was so excited, he raced 
over to the WIMS radio 

How Sweet It Is Continued from Page 6

In the afternoon game, Indianapolis Tech Titans 
defeated the peoples’ choice, Cloverdale, 58-51. 
There was nothing left for the winning players to 
do but go back to their hotel, eat and get some rest 
for the night’s game. But none of them could sleep. 
They were too excited. 

The State championship 
game tipped off at 7:15 p.m. 
Nearly 15,000 fans crowd-
ed into the fi eldhouse and 
stared down onto the court. 
The sunlight that had shone 
through the windows from 
up high and gleamed off the 
hardwood fl oor during the 
day session had given way 
to darkness. No distractions 
remained. Nothing left to fo-
cus on now, but basketball. 

Elston dressed in white 
uniforms with a thick stripe 
below the number. White 
socks pulled up to the knee 
and three red stripes mid-
shin. Indianapolis Tech 
wore dark green uniforms 
and dark crew socks with 
three white stripes that 
peeked out just above their 
sneakers.  

The fi rst quarter was 
marked by sloppy play from 
both teams — stage fright 
and nerves showed. The 
ball went back and forth, 
up and down the court, 
and the boys chased after 
it. Great jump shots from 
both teams, especially Mike 
Price of Tech and Cadwell 
of Elston, interspersed the 
hectic play. 

Jim Cadwell — 6’5”, 170 
pounds. Skinny as a rail, 
but put a ball in his hands 
and he became smooth. 
Lithe. Morse’s play was sol-
id. Krueger and Farmer had 
beautiful jump shots. 

In the second quarter, 
Michigan City calmed down. 
Played cleaner, smoother. 
Talking about the guards, 
Simmons and Gipson, As-
sistant Coach Al Whitlow 
said, “They were so quick 

Jim Cadwell (12) goes for the ball in the 
State Final against Indianapolis Tech.

Terry Morse on the right in white. Continued on Page 10
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broadcast table and summed up what everyone in 
Red Devil land was feeling. 

“Heyieyayeay!” Millbranth yelled into the micro-
phone. “We did it! We are the state champs. They 
did a marvelous job. Twenty in a row. That’s it right 
there! Twenty-six victories and three defeats. Tech 
picked us up all over the fl oor the last quarter, but 
we were able to hold them off. Right. I gotta go out 
there on the fl oor. I’ll see you in Michigan City!” 

Fans stayed and celebrated as the team received 
its championship rings and the championship tro-
phy. Tournament offi cials shocked Cadwell when 
an IHSAA representative presented him with the 
Trester mental attitude award. 

Members of the press praised Elston, but nobody 
captured the team’s play better than The Hammond 
Times and Chicago Sun-Times. 

“If you were going to build a perfect high school 
basketball team what is there about Michigan City 
that you would change?” asked Hammond Times 
sports editor Loren Tate. 

The Sun-Times sports page noted, “The Red Dev-
ils of Coach Doug Adams also became only the third 
team in the 56-year history of Indiana’s famed hard-
wood spectacle to win the title with a zone defense. 
Only Bloomington in 1919 and Jasper in 1949 went 
all the way with a zone and Red Devils stuck with it 
throughout to notch their 20th consecutive victory.” 

The majority of Red Devils fans were back home 
in Michigan City. Every house, tavern and business 

How Sweet It Is Continued from Page 8

Terry Morse and O’Neil Simmons, celebrating together 
with the championship trophy.

Jim Cadwell receives the Trester Award.

Cheerleaders Coleen Baker, Vicki Eis, Becky Fritz, Barbara Smith (devil), 
John Jones, Sharon Szymkowski, Nancy Bobinski and Debbie Winski. 

Photo by the late Bob Wilke.

tuned into the live broadcast of the basketball game 
on the TV or radio. As soon as the game ended, peo-
ple raced outside into the spring air. They turned on 
all their lights and fl icked porch lights on and off. 
They hollered at neighbors, “We did it!,” yelled in 
the streets, “Yaaa-hooo!,” danced with sparklers, lit 
off fi recrackers and launched bottle rockets into the 
night sky. People and cars mobbed Franklin Street, 
the main business district. Everyone wanted to be 
there, together, to share their joy and excitement. 

Vern Hundt, a graduate of South Central High 
School and a freshman at Purdue University, 
watched the game on TV in the commons area of his 
dormitory. As soon as it ended, he and three friends 
jumped in a car and raced up U.S. 421 to Michigan 
City just to be a part of it all. Ninety minutes after 
the game ended, they still found quite a scene. 

“People were waiting at the high school. A lot of 
them were standing on the front steps of Elston. 
Pretty good crowd,” Hundt said. “There were a lot 
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of cars running up and down Franklin. A lot of peo-
ple on the sidewalks, whooping and hollering. They 
were celebrating!” 

As the convoy of student buses made its way 
home and rumbled through the small towns of In-
diana, people came out and waved, or honked their 
car horns at them. When they reached Michigan 
City, they couldn’t believe the scene still unfolding. 

It was nearing midnight, but “it was like it was 
the middle of the day,” said cheerleader Nancy (Bo-
binski) White said. “It was pretty hard to believe 
there were that many people up and that many 
lights on and people greeting us. People were ev-
erywhere — in the gym, out of the gym, in the park-
ing lot — everywhere. And the gym was just jam-
packed, even on the fl oor. We couldn’t believe it.” 

Back in Indianapolis, the boys and their families 
celebrated at Motor Inn. The hotel had an indoor 
pool on its roof and at 2 a.m., the staff told them 
they could have it to themselves. 

“They went swimming,” Simmons pointed out. 
“I couldn’t swim. Larry Gipson couldn’t swim and 
we were on the side and Doug said, ‘As good as you 
guys can play basketball, you mean to tell me that 
you can’t swim?’” 

Sunday morning, the press asked the players a 
few fi nal questions while they ate their breakfast 
and little kids asked for autographs. The team 
boarded their charter bus, took a lap around Memo-
rial Circle monument in the center of Indianapolis, 
then headed back to Michigan City. 

The championship team, posing together for a photo.

Expecting another typical pep rally in Red Devil 
Gym, the boys were shocked at the scene they wit-
nessed. When they got 27 miles from home, “There 
were people from La Crosse all the way up Highway 
421 yelling,” Cadwel said. All along the highway 
at every pulloff, intersection and vacant lot, cars 
sat with signs, fans waved, headlights fl ashed and 
horns honked. 

It was a beautiful spring day. The temperature 
touched 60 degrees. By noon, Franklin Street again 
choked with cars as people headed downtown to join 
the upcoming victory rally and celebrate the state 
championship. Cars had new signs painted on their 
windows. 

“STATE CHAMPS!” 
“WE’RE #1.” 
“GO DEVILS GO!” 
Red Devil pennants waved from car antennas. 

Signs in town had changed from “Hey, Hey! All the 
Way!” to “Hey, Hey! We WENT All the Way!” 

The excitement, the enthusiasm, the energy — it 
was everywhere! The sidewalks jammed with people 
— dancing, laughing, cheering and singing. Smiles, 
yes, the smiles! Everyone was smiling everywhere! 

Dave Milcarek and a dozen friends had formed a 
snake line along the sidewalk, weaving through the 
crowd. When traffi c stopped on the street, the head 
of the line opened the back passenger door of a large 
sedan, crawled through, opened the other back door 
and crawled out. The other 12 people in the line fol-

Continued on Page 12
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lowed suit. Students’ cars, adults’ cars — it didn’t 
matter. They did it again and again. Drivers laughed 
and traffi c stood still until the snake line had com-
pleted its journey through the backseat. 

When the team fi nally reached the city limits, 
they disembarked the bus and immediately were 
surrounded by a mob of people waving, cheering and 
smiling. The cheerleaders met them and everyone 
climbed onto the ladder of a fi re engine ladder truck.

“Now that was a shocker to me,” Simmons said. 
The fi re engine 

proceeded not to Red 
Devil Gym, but the 
football stadium: 
Ames Field. All along 
the route, people 
cheered and hollered. 
The boys couldn’t be-
lieve it. 

“We got to Ames 
Field, it was packed. 
Packed!” Simmons 
said. 

“The bus barely 
made it through,” 
Morse said. “We had 
to snake it through. 
Oh my God! How 
many people were 
there?” 

A lot. One source 
estimated as many as 
40,000 people turned 
out to greet the team, 
and 12,000 people 
crowded into Ames Field for the victory rally. 

During the 75-minute rally, the cheerleaders 
cheered, a banner was unveiled, a giant cake bear-
ing multiple American fl ags was delivered, Warren 
Jones gave his battle cry: 

Hey, hey, all the way! 
Hey, hey, all the way! 
One person after another paraded in front of the 

microphone to say a few words, and fans wanted to 
hear from the players, too. 

“Everybody had to say something,” Morse said. 
“That was not really cool. What were we going to 
say? After the fi rst guy says it was a total team ef-
fort, it blows it for the other 11 guys.” 

What were they supposed to say? 
Perhaps they should have talked about Brutal 

Ball. Told everybody about Fred LaBorn, Stanley 
Farmer or Calvin George. Maybe mention that 
crowded ninth-grade basketball game or getting to 
sweep the basketball court when they were in junior 
high. What it meant to be a Red Devil. They had the 
greatest fans. What it felt like to run through that 

iron hoop at a home game and hear the fans’ yells. 
Maybe they should have talked about the up-and-
overs, how much they believed in their coach and 
how much he really, truly loved them. 

Would that have been too much? Would any-
body have known what any of that meant? Their 
experiences — the fans and the players — were far 
different, and yet it was all built around a shared 
geography, pride in their school and a love of bas-
ketball. For the boys, it ended in Hinkle Fieldhouse. 
It was over. They had done what they set out to do: 
win. The fanfare surprised them. For the fans, it 

wasn’t over. It meant 
something to them, 
too. And they would 
ensure it lived on for 
years to come.

 “People do remem-
ber, and it is fl atter-
ing. They talk about 
how that was the 
golden age of Michi-
gan City, etcetera, 
and I am actually not 
jealous at all,” Rob 
McFarland said. His 
daughter won a vol-
leyball state champi-
onship for Michigan 
City High School in 
1996. He’d love to see 
the high school win 
another state champi-
onship. 

“I wish somebody 
else would win the 
state championship 

and bring it to town and do what we did. It would 
be great.” 

“They did get one,” Simmons pointed out. “Mar-
quette (Catholic High School) won, but you know, 
they tried to discredit it as it wasn’t the same with 
all this class A, B, etc. But they still won, though. It 
was a state championship.” 

“My wife says to this day, ‘Don’t you ever get 
enough of that?’ I said, ‘Not really. I can live with 
it,’” Morse said with a smile. “The whole thing was 
amazing, building up to it, going through it and the 
50 years since then has been amazing because so 
many people still remember.”

Simmons, Cadwell, McFarland, Morse, Gipson, 
LaBorn, Krueger, Farmer, George, Kennedy, Adams, 
Garrett. They played as one. They stepped up when 
asked to do so, and sat down on the bench when 
they had to. They cheered on their teammates. They 
believed in one another. They trusted one another. 
They practiced hard together. They played together 
and worked together, down to the last player on the 
team. 

How Sweet It Is Continued from Page 11

Doug Adams and Al Whitlow at the victory rally.
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There was no star player. None of them have been 
enshrined in the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame. 
None of them ever will be. It’s hard to win State. 
Fewer than 10 percent of all Indiana high schools 
have won it. And it’s rare for a team to win it all and 
not have a single member in the Hall of Fame. 

Remember Jim Cadwell’s words? They refl ect the 
spirit of that team. 

“We didn’t really much care who scored, we just 
wanted to win.” 

Does your heart not sing when you read those 
words?

The men who played on that team are in their 
60s today, but Al Whitlow still refers to them as “the 
kids.” He paused to think about the kids, to try to 
describe them. A smile spread across his face, and 
he leaned forward. 

“They all had good senses of humor. Fun group 
of guys. Hard workers. I was really thrilled. It was 
a real pleasure to spend so much time with those 
guys. I had a lot of time with some of them.” The 
tone in Whitlow’s voice punctuated his sincerity.

The ’66 Michigan City Elston Red Devils: a group 
of fun, selfl ess, hard-working, goofy kids. 

A team through and through. One of the best. 
No. 1 in Indiana in 1966. 
How sweet it is, Al. 
How sweet it is.

219-874-2454
800-789-2210
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NOW IS THE TIME TO SAVE 
AND GET RID OF YOUR 
OLD FURNACE OR AIR 

CONDITIONING SYSTEM!
Purchase A New 
Furnace Or Air 

Conditioning Unit 
And Receive a FREE 
Wi-Fi Programmable 

Thermostat! 
Hurry Offer Good 

Through March 31, 
2016!

*Take Advantage of the New Utility 
Rebates When You Purchase Select 

Furnace & Air Conditioning Systems And 
Receive Up To $800 in Utility Rebates! 

Plus Take Advantage of 2016 Federal Tax 
Credits of Up To $500. 

√ 100% Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

√ Emergency Service Available

√ Join Our Comfort Care Maintenance Savings 
Plan & Save Up To 20% All Year

√ Employees Background Checked, Drug Tested, 
and Professionally Trained
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The women are toxic, 
vengeful, damaged. The 
men are idiots motivat-
ed solely by their repro-
ductive organ. Twists 
lurk around every cor-
ner — some juicy, oth-
ers foregone conclu-
sions.

What you can’t deny 
about “The Girl on the 
Train” is that it’s a 
hypnotic page-turner. 
Rachel Watson is a 
32-year-old alcoholic 
who conceals the truth 
from her fl atmate — 
her drinking cost her 
her job — by taking 
the train into London 
each day as if headed to 
work. To bide the time, 

she concocts fantasy lives about the people she 
views from the safety of her seat on the train. When 
it appears something is amiss with one of the cou-
ples she frequently observes, she decides to become 
an amateur sleuth. There’s just one problem. Ra-
chel’s excessive drinking leads to blackouts, with no 
memories buried whatsoever in her murky brain. 
To uncover the truth, she’ll have to dig for it herself. 

The irony is, should she be 
the one doing the digging...
and is she responsible for 
any of it?

It’s classic Hitchcock, 
with heavy shades of “Rear 
Window” and “The Man 
Who Knew Too Much.” 
And, it had Hollywood 
foaming at the mouth, 
scrambling to acquire the 
rights before it even hit the 
streets. Reese Witherspoon 
lobbied hard for it, much as 
she did for Gillian Flynn’s 

The challenge for any 
fi lm adaptation of “The 
Girl on the Train” is 
this: How do you make 
someone unlikable on 
the page tolerable on 
the big screen?

The titular character 
of Paula Hawkins’ phe-
nomenally successful 
debut novel is frustrat-
ing to the point of being 
maddening. An alco-
holic, her binge drink-
ing alienates her from 
everyone. Her lies to 
cover past lies trip over 
each other like a child 
turning cartwheels. 
Her fi xation on the lives 
of others veers into the 
sociopathic.

Why should we care about her? I’m not sure 
Hawkins, herself, approves of her...but she does 
make us understand her, and that is what Tate Tay-
lor’s eagerly awaited fi lm version, arriving in the-
aters Oct. 6, must achieve: If we’re going to spend 
two hours or so with this character, then we have to 
feel our time with her was well spent.

Hailed as the next “Gone Girl,” Hawkins’ novel 
dominated the United 
Kingdom’s hardback book 
chart longer than any oth-
er work. When it arrived in 
the United States in Janu-
ary 2015, it was an instant 
smash. To date, it has sold 
upwards of 3.5 to 4 million 
copies.

The comparisons to 
“Gone Girl,” Gillian Fly-
nn’s monster hit, are on 
the mark. The writing is 
acidic, with not much sym-
pathy for either gender. 

The Girl on the Train
Editor’s note — This is the fi rst in a series of columns exploring upcoming fi lm adaptations of popular books.

by Andrew Tallackson

Emily Blunt scored the lead role in “The Girl on the Train.”

The story’s setting has been shifted from London to New York City.

QUALITY CARPET CARE
 SINCE 2003

Carpet Cleaning  • Upholstery Cleaning • Air Duct Cleaning

219-608-3145                                     www.qcc150.com
2501 Oriole Trail, Long Beach, IN 46360

“Pamper Me Spa Package”
$55.00 ($86 value)

• Facial Wax
• Paraffi n Treatment for Hands 
• Shoulder Massage
• Nail Polish Change
• Deep Conditioning Treatment
• Shampoo & Style

Exp. 5/26/16

lakefront salon

lakefrontsalon.com
524 Franklin Sq., 
Michigan City (219) 879-6168

& spa
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“Gone Girl” and “Dark Places.” The much coveted 
role ultimately went to Emily Blunt, who should be 
the fi lm’s ace in the hole. She’s perfect for the role 
because she can pull off just about anything. Her 
stellar comedic chops revealed themselves in “The 
Devil Wears Prada” (2006). She kicked serious ass 
in “Edge of Tomorrow” (2014) and “Sicario” (2015). 
And, she was lovely, with a delicate soprano voice, 
in Rob Marshall’s big-screen adaptation of Stephen 
Sondheim’s “Into the Woods” (2014).  This is an ac-
tress up to the challenge of delving into the com-
plexity of Rachel, of exploring what makes her tick 
and, in the end, why we should care about her.

The other 
intriguing cast-
ing choice is 
Justin Theroux 
as Rachel’s ex-
husband, Tom. 
Known in celeb-
rity rags as Mr. 
Jennifer Anis-
ton, he’s proven 
himself a fero-
cious talent on 
HBO’s “The 
Leftovers.” His 
performance as 
a small-town 
sheriff fearful 
he’s succumbed 
to mental illness has emerged as bold, daring work, 
the sign of a great actor willing to take chances.

Taylor, as director, is drawn to character-driven 
works, but lately, he’s batting 1-2. In 2011, he de-
livered a near-perfect adaptation of Kathryn Stock-
ett’s “The Help” that scored Oscar nominations for 
three of his actresses, including one win for Octa-
via Spencer. Three years later, he stumbled terribly 
with the James Brown biopic “Get On Up,” a movie 
so random and disjointed, it appears to have been 
edited by a dyslexic wielding a chain saw.

What concerns me is that Taylor and screenwriter 
Erin Cressida Wilson have shifted the action from 
London to New York City, justifying their decision 
by saying doing so makes Rachel more of an outsid-
er. To me, it smacks of concerns about box-offi ce po-
tential, cuz ya know, we dumb Americans don’t like 
them foreign movies, especially those ones with, 

whatcha call them? 
Oh yeah, subtitles.

Setting “The Girl 
on the Train” in and 
around contemporary 
London made it re-
freshing. So much of 
what we see of British 
culture on TV and in 
fi lm is period pieces, 
with women in cor-
sets and men vying to 
be the next Mr. Dar-
cy. Hawkins’ novel, 
by comparison, reveals Brits struggling with the 
same dysfunctional issues as their American coun-
terparts, proving the cultural gap between the two 
countries is not as wide as we’ve been led to believe.

Will “The Girl on the Train” survive the move to 
the U.S.? Will the material be as effective, or will 
the more box-offi ce friendly setting cheapen it so 
it comes across as just another thriller? That’s the 
million-dollar question. Some works have survived 
the transition, most notably Nick Hornby’s “High 
Fidelity” and “Fever Pitch,” but that’s because the 
U.K. author thinks like all men, regardless of what 
continent they call home.

With Taylor, as direc-
tor, willing to explore the 
universally dark themes 
of Hawkins’ novel, all 
propelled by Emily Blunt 
likely giving 110 percent 
to the role of Rachel, 
“The Girl on the Train” 
may have a chance of do-
ing justice to its source.

Fingers crossed.
(Next up: Tim Bur-

ton’s eagerly awaited big-
screen version of “Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Pe-
culiar Children.”)

Justin Theroux stars as Tom and 
Rebecca Ferguson as Anna.

Author Paula Hawkins.

To date, “The Girl on the Train” has 
sold between 3.5 and 4 million copies.

13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Michigan
(269) 695-6491 • www.fernwoodbotanical.org

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday • 12 noon to 6 p.m. Sunday (MI Time)

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING
(219) 363-9367 

4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

1010 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window fi lm

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window fi lm. 
All Films Reduce 99% UV
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his services to 
care for Taltree’s 
animals, said dur-
ing his wellness 
check of the birds.

Any offspring 
produced will 
be relocated to 
Florida with the 
assistance of the 
Trumpeter Swan 
Society, where 
they will be inte-
grated into a mi-
grating fl ock, Cro-
nin said.

McAfee said 
trumpeter swans 
were on the fed-

eral endangered species list, but were delisted and 
now are a protected species. The protected status 
requires Taltree to maintain state and federal per-
mits to house and care for the birds. 

Both of the birds received physicals March 16, as 
well as deworming agents. Both were found to be in 
exceptionally good health, McAfee said as he praised 
Cronin for his feeding regimen over the winter.

“Neither is too thin or too fat,” McAfee said. 
“Their fl esh is perfect.”

The pair will move to their spring and summer 
home in Taltree’s Window to the Wetlands within 

the next few weeks. 
Cronin and his 
staff will ensure 
there is plenty of 
duck weed on the 
pond on which the 
trumpeter swans 
can feed before the 
move is made.

Taltree is located 
at 450 W. County 
Road 100 North 
near Valparaiso. 
Visit www.taltree.
org for more infor-
mation.

219.879.9140
312.343.9143

Taltree Arbore-
tum & Gardens’ 
trumpeter swans 
received a clean 
bill of health 
at their spring 
checkup March 
16 in preparation 
for their upcom-
ing move to their 
spring and sum-
mer home in the 
non-profi t’s wet-
lands, representa-
tives said.

While Taltree is 
open year-round, 
the march of the 
swans each spring 
is one of many events marking the beginning of the 
busy season at Taltree’s 330-acre property.

The male and female pair came to Taltree to 
spend the winter months in their enclosure near the 
Railway Garden. The pair have yet to reproduce, 
but staff members are hoping this will be the year 
for new additions.

“Last year, they started showing signs that they 
were ready, doing a mating dance and building a 
nest for the fi rst time,” said Chad Cronin, Taltree’s 
grounds and facilities manager. 

Taltree is taking steps to assist and encourage 
nesting by pro-
viding straw, hay, 
twigs and sticks at 
their spring and 
summer home in 
the wetlands. The 
nests can be as 
large as 4 or 5 feet 
in diameter. 

“She’s just reach-
ing the age where 
she wants to be a 
mom,” Dr. Larry 
McAfee, a retired 
Valparaiso veteri-
narian who donates 

Trumpeter Swans Preparing for Move to Spring, Summer Home

Dr. Larry McAfee (right) conducts a wellness check on a male trumpeter swan with the 
assistance of Taltree Arborist Craig Gress (left) and Taltree Grounds and Facilities 

Manager Chad Cronin (center).

Taltree’s trumpeter swan pair wait in their winter enclosure for their spring checkup.
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on balances up to $10,000 on all balances even if 

0.05 
%
APY*2.02 

%
APY*

*Account approval, conditions, qualifications, limits, timeframes, enrollments, log-ons and other requirements apply. Monthly direct deposit, enrollment in online banking, and receipt of electronic statements are conditions of the Kasasa 
Cash account. Enrollment in electronic services (e.g. online banking, electronic statements) and log-ons are required to meet some of the account’s qualifications. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means a period beginning one (1) business 
day prior to the first day of the current statement cycle through one (1) business day prior to the close of the current statement cycle. When your Kasasa Cash account qualifications are met during a Monthly Qualification Cycle, (1) Tier 
1: balances less than or equal to $10,000.99 receive APY of 2.02%; and Tier 2: balances over $10,000.99 earn 0.15% interest rate on the portion of balance over $10,000.99, resulting in a range from 2.02% to 0.32% APY depending 
on the account’s balance and (2) you will receive unlimited reimbursements for nationwide ATM fees incurred during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in which you qualified. An ATM receipt must be presented within sixty (60) calendar 
days of transaction for reimbursements of individual ATM fees of $4.99 or higher. When Kasasa Cash qualifications are not met, all balances in the account earn 0.05% APY and ATM fees are not refunded. To earn your rewards just 
do the following transactions and activities in your Kasasa Cash account during each Monthly Qualification Cycle: have at least 12 debit card purchases that post and settle, be enrolled in and agree to receive electronic statements, 
be enrolled in and log into Online Banking at least every 59 days. Account transactions and activities may take one or more days to post and settle to the account and all must do so during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in order to 
qualify for the account’s rewards. The following activities do not count toward earning account rewards: ATM-processed transactions, transfers between accounts, debit card purchases processed by merchants and received by La Porte 
Savings Bank as ATM transactions, non-retail payment transactions and purchases made with debit cards not issued by La Porte Saving Bank. Interest and ATM fee reimbursements will be credited to your Kasasa Cash account on the 
last day of the statement cycle. APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 10/08/15. Rates and rewards are variable and may change after account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Limit one (1) Kasasa Brand account 
per social security number. $100 minimum deposit is required to open a Kasasa Cash account. There are no recurring monthly service charges or fees to open or close this account. Ask one of our La Porte Savings Bank customer 
service representatives for additional information, details, restrictions, processing limitations and enrollment instructions. Kasasa and Kasasa Cash are trademarks of BancVue Ltd., registered in the U.S.A.

thelpsb.com
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Nothing but the Best!!! Beautifully Designed, 
Quality Construction, Luxurious Maintenance Free Living

Final Phase - ONLY 6 Lots Left!

Two New Ranch Townhomes Available

Sales Office Hours: 
Saturday and Sunday 11am-4pm

Located Between LaPorte and New Buffalo at 
Briar Leaf Golf Course off SR 39.

Golf Course Setting, Custom Cabinets and Granite Countertops throughout 
Home, Bright and Spacious, Masonry Fireplace, Open Concept Floor Plans, Full 
Basements, Two Car Attached Garage, PVC Decks, and Beautifully Designed 
Interiors.

Free Couples Membership for Unlimited Golf for one year at Briar Leaf Golf 
Club-includes a 10% discount at Portofinos Restaurant

219-851-0008
www.VillasOfBriarLeaf.com

Michiana’s Best Kept Secret
PRICED TO 

SELL!

Harbor Country Book Club
Harbor Country Book Club will discuss Daniel 

Brown’s “The Boys in the Boat” at 7 p.m. EDT Tues-
day, March 29, at The Harbor Grand, 111 W. Water 
St., New Buffalo, Mich.

The April 26 selection is Harper Lee’s “Go Set a 
Watchman.” Meetings are open to the public.

PoetryPalooza
The Purdue University-Northwest English Club 

will present its sixth annual PoetryPalooza Com-
petition and Open Mic from 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 29, at Library-Student-Faculty Building As-
sembly Hall, Room 02.

The event kicks off the club’s celebration of April 
as National Poetry Month. All area poets can enter 
a maximum of three original works of poetry, three 
minutes or less in length. A $5 entry fee is charged 
at the door for each competitor. Spectators and open 
mic participants may attend for $1.

Monetary prizes will be awarded: $75 for fi rst 
place, $50 for second place and $25 for third place. 
There also is a “crowd favorite” prize.

During the competition, poets will read their 
works for the audience and a panel of three judges. 
Afterward, the judges will adjourn to make their 
decisions, during which an open mic is planned for 
anyone who would like to share poetry, music or 
other original works. At the conclusion, the judges 
will announce the winners.

To pre-register for the event, send an email in-
cluding name, a few sentences about the poet and 
an attachment of the poem(s) to Bethany Lee, con-
tinuing lecturer of English, at btlee@pnc.edu, with 
POETRY RSVP in the email subject line. Pre-reg-
istration is not required; additional entries will be 
accepted at the event.

Coffeehouse-style refreshments will be available.
Anyone with additional questions should contact 

Lee or the English and Modern Languages Depart-
ment Offi ce at (219) 785-5202.

20th Annual Native Plant Sale
The Friends’ 20th Annual Native Plant Sale is 

from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 9, the ongoing 
changes to the State Park Pavilion again shifting 
the location to Indiana Dunes Tourism, 1215 N. In-
diana 49, Porter, Ind.

At the visitor center, space for native plants is 
limited, so pre-orders are encouraged. The supply 
of plants the day of the sale is determined by their 
popularity as a pre-order item. Pre-orders are fi lled 
in the sequence in which they are received. Every 
year, several varieties sell out before the day of the 
sale because of pre-orders. Forms are available at 
the State Park offi ce, Chesterton Feed and Garden 
Center and Indiana Dunes Tourism, or they can be 
downloaded at www.friendofi ndianadunes.org. To 
request a form sent by mail, contact Zella Olson at 
(219) 926-3833. The submission deadline is April 1.

Open shopping of all plant material still is 
planned. Gardening consultants can answer ques-
tions. Free leafl ets on planting with wildfl owers and 
the many benefi ts of going native will be available.  
All sale profi ts support Friends of Indiana Dunes.

More than 100 native plant species, including: 
woodland fl owering plants and ferns; dry, medium 
and wet prairie fl owering plants; grasses, shrubs 
and trees are planned. All varieties come in pots 
and are native to Northwest Indiana, Northeast Il-
linois and Southwest Michigan.

Friends 
volunteers 
Roy Olson, 
Porter, and 
Pete Wilder, 
Chesterton, 
fi ll a plant sale 
pre-order.
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be yourself. be beautiful.an Aveda concept salon

113 west 8th street � michigan city - indiana � purelyellesalon.com � 219.874.3553

salon
b bb if

10 
YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

Since 1950

1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com

 66 Years in Business

Flooring & Fabrics For A Carefree Life
Waterproof Carpet • Porcelains and Luxury Vinyl Tile

Durable Fabrics with Permanent Spill Protection
Come Browse Our Showroom

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair

Just
Arrived

About the Cover
by Andrew Tallackson

Linda Williams walks into a room, and within 
minutes, her vivacious spirit wins you over.

Honored to have her poem selected for this week’s 
cover, she reveals her past ties to The Beacher in 
giddy succession. Her daughter, Amy Weik, not only 
wrote for The Beacher in the 1990s, but also helped 
deliver it. Linda, herself, saw an article she wrote 
on John Winterbotham grace the cover of our edi-
tion on May 23, 1996.

Then, with breathless precision, she reveals how 
much she loves the community. The Michigan City 
native, Elston High School graduate and Purdue 
University graduate has lived in Long Beach for 43 
years. She was a teacher for 40 years, 34 of those 
in Michigan City, including at Elston, Rogers and 
Michigan City High School. She offi cially retired 
two years ago.

She’s also a lifelong member of the local Histori-
cal Society, loves Michigan City history, gives cem-
etery tours and writes frequently.

Her charming poem appears with the delightful 
drawing by local artist Deb Henderson. We at The 
Beacher thank both of them for sharing their won-
derful talents with us.

Linda Williams 
holds a copy of 
The Beacher from 
May 23, 1996, 
that features a 
story she wrote.
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Zoobilee
Washington Park Zoological Society’s “Zoobilee 

— Night of the Roaring Twenties” is from 6 to 11 
p.m. Saturday, April 2, at Orak Shrine Temple, 3848 
Frontage Road, Michigan City.

Tickets are $75 per person. The fundraiser in-
cludes cocktails, dinner, live and silent auction and 
dancing. An open bar with beer and wine are from 
6 to 8 p.m. Corey Dennison Band will provide live 
music. Attire from the 1920s is encouraged, or busi-
ness casual dress.

Call (219) 873-1510 or visit www.washington-
parkzoo.com for tickets.

“Bits of Time” Scrapbook Display
La Porte County Historical Society Museum’s 

latest display, “Bits of Time,” celebrates the art of 
making scrapbooks.   

A portion of the society’s vast collection will re-
main on display through May. Some date back to 
the late 1800s, while others are more recent. Differ-
ent clubs and organizations kept track of their his-
tories by pasting photos and clippings into a book. 
There are numerous books showing the histories of 
sports teams, hospitals, school memories and mili-
tary honor rolls.

Because most of the books are fragile, White 
Glove Stations have been set up around the display 
area. The museum has tried to show a good repre-
sentation of scrapbooks and placed them in catego-
ries in the exhibit area. 

The museum is located at 2405 Indiana Ave., 
La Porte. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday. Call (219) 324-6767 or visit www.
laportecountyhistory.org for admission fees or more 
information.

   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Spring Arrivals!

Closed Tuesdays

Spring Break History Camp
Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St., will hold 

its fi rst Spring Break History Camp from April 4-7. 
The camp is ideal for ages 8 and older, though ev-

eryone is welcome to attend. Mansion staff will fa-
cilitate hands-on activities, including an “off-limits” 
tour, where kids venture behind the scenes of the 
historic building. A scavenger hunt and a fi eld trip 
to Old Lighthouse Museum also are on the agenda.

The camp runs from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Monday 
through Wednesday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. 
Craft materials and snacks are provided each day, 
and lunch is included Thursday.

The $45 fee includes all activities and materials, 
plus a Barker Mansion T-shirt. Registration is re-
quired by calling (219) 873-1520. Guardians must 
sign a consent form at Monday morning camper 
drop-off. Visit www.BarkerMansion.com for more 
information.

Youngsters attend one of the many events for children at Barker Mansion.
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La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. Hol-
mesville Road, La Porte. Call (219) 
325-8315 or visit www.laportecoun-
typarks.org for more information.

Stroller, Baby and You
Aimed at toddlers and preschoolers, programs in-

clude music, dance, storytelling and a hike (weather 
permitting).

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Monday, 
April 4 and 18 at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West. Call at least one week in advance to 
register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per 
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment 
are required at least one week in advance or until 
full, whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:
• April 6 — Flower Power.
• April 13 — 1 Bird, 2 Birds, 3 Birds.

Senior Lifestyles
Join the free 55+ Club, a social club designed 

for adults 55 and older to learn and explore vari-
ous types of nature. Free coffee is served to partici-
pants. The group meets from 9 to 10 a.m. at Luhr 
County Park Nature Center. Call at least one week 
in advance to register. The schedule is: 
• April 6 — “Birds and How to Attract Them to 

Your Home,” Potawatomi Audubon Society.
• May 4 — Gardening with Sacha Burns of  Sunk-

issed Organics.

Tea Party
Take a favorite cup and enjoy tea or lemonade in-

side the Nature Center from 10 to 11:15 a.m. Satur-
day, April 9, at Luhr County Park.

A storyteller, continental breakfast and arts and 
crafts are planned for children 4 and older accom-
panied by an adult. The cost is $15 per couple and 
$5 for each additional child. The program allows a 
maximum of 24 people. Pre-registration and pay-
ment are required at least one week in advance or 
until full.

Shelter and Hall Reservations
Call (219) 325-8315 to make reservations for one 

of many picnic shelters at any of the four county 
parks, or Pat Smith Hall at Red Mill County Park 
for a family function.

225 East Garfi eld Street, Michigan City
(219) 814-4985 • www.laportehabitat.org

STORE HOURS
Wed, Thur, Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

RESTORE IS GROWING! VISIT US TODAY
Expanded 
showroom 
featuring 
sinks, 
cabinets 
and fl oor 
coverings

Expanded electrical and 
lighting area

Offi ce furnishings section

Big selection of home and 
garden merchandise for 
spring

Potting soil and plant food

Fresh items arriving daily

Looking For A Way To Protect
Your Investment Portfolio from

Stock Market Volatility?

We are happy to share ALL past returns so you can 
see fi rst-hand, the performance in both good and 

bad markets.
To see how the returns really do speak for themselves, 

call our offi ce for a complimentary consultation, 
a review of our past performance and a free of charge 

in-depth portfolio analysis.

We utilize several options that may help with asset 
protection:

• Proactively move to cash to help 
protect principal.

• Make the most of the stock 
market if it goes up or down.

• Assess ways to capitalize 
when interest rates increase or 
decrease.

• Potentially earn money in good 
AND bad markets.

• Available options to guarantee income for life with 
fi xed annuity products.

Stephen D. Dissette
Investment Advisor Representative
CFE Certifi ed Financial Educator

(630) 291-0904
450 St. John Rd., Ste. 201-6 Michigan City, IN 46360

sdissette@mindspring.com
www.stephenddissetteandassociates.com

Investment advisory services offered through Horter Investment Management, LLC, a SEC-
Registered Investment Adviser. Horter Investment Management does not provide legal or tax advice. 
Investment Adviser Representatives of Horter Investment Management may only conduct business 
with residents of the states and jurisdictions in which they are properly registered. Insurance and 
annuity products are sold separately through Stephen D. Dissette. Securities transactions for Horter 
Investment Management clients are placed through Trust Company of America, TD Ameritrade, 
Pershing Advisor Solutions, Jefferson National Life Insurance Company, Security Benefi t Life 
Insurance Company and ED&F Man Capital Markets.

Fixed annuities guarantee that your money will earn at least a minimum interest rate. Fixed annuities 
may earn interest at a rate higher than the minimum but only the minimum rate is guaranteed. The 
issuer of the annuity sets the rates.
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sheila carlson

selling homes inc
219.874.1180
219.861.3702 cell

sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
licensed in IN/MI

 just steps 

 to dedicated beach!
 almost all new
 3 bdrm 2 bath
 patio, decks
 2 car heated garage
 Village Michiana - MI
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sheila carlson

selling homes inc
219.874.1180
219.861.3702 cell

sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
licensed in IN/MI

real special

 prime 1/3 acre site
 vintage 3 br 2+ baths
 2 fieldstone fireplaces
 room for that pool!

 dedicated beach close 
 Michiana Shores, IN
 schedule a showing?
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1010 N. Karwick Rd
Michigan City, IN 46360

219-872-4000
FAX (219) 872-4182

T

WE SPEAK TECH!

@MerrionRealty

www.MerrionRealty.com

HABLA ESPANOL 

Happy  
Easter!

Listings on Lake Shore

1855 Lake Shore Drive
New Price! $849,000

Gather with friends and family on three spacious decks for scenic, panoramic views of 
the magnificent Chicago skyline. This home is located high atop the dune with sprawling 
views of beautiful Lake Michigan. This five bedroom, four bathroom home is perfect for 
beach view entertaining. A spacious interior includes a gas fireplace, security system, 
hardwood floors, wet bar, and a dumb waiter up to the kitchen to help with service to 
entertaining space. 

Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680

1616 Lake Shore Drive
NEWLY LISTED! 

Open House 
SATURDAY March 26 • 1 - 3 pm

$1,450,000
A spectacular home on the shores of Lake Michigan with 
stunning lake views, a fantastic floor plan, closet space galore 
and an abundance of parking! Main floor offers expansive 
open living/dining areas, beautifully updated kitchen with 
granite countertops, Sub-Zero refrigerator, gas cooktop, 
main floor bedroom, two sliders to the great outdoor space 
on Lake Michigan. Upstairs there are three roomy bedrooms 
and updated bathrooms, including a Master Suite with his/
hers closets and private 3/4 bath. The walk-out basement 
boasts a family room, 2 additional bedrooms, screened porch 
area, beach shower and 1/2 bath. Attached 2 Car Garage and 
expansive brick paved driveway for extra parking. 

Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680
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FAX (219) 872-4182
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@MerrionRealty

www.MerrionRealty.com

HABLA ESPANOL 

Happy  
Easter!

2701 Ardmore Way, Long Beach
NEW PRICE! $560,000

A perfect beach home! Beautifully renovated with a modern 
flair as natural sunlight pours through the windows and Lake 
Michigan views greet you! Located just one home from Lake 
Shore Drive, enjoy the benefits of being just a few steps to 
the gorgeous beach at Stop 28! 5 BR, 3.5 BA, two fireplaces, 
Central Vac, Multiple family living areas, 2 Laundry Areas, 
Beach Shower, Parking up to 8, Landscaped Outdoor Space 
including a LARGE side & rear yard, gazebo, patio and deck!

Cari Adams Gee @ 219-898-5412

2423 Hideaway Point, Long Beach
NEW! $559,900

Extraordinary home on nearly an acre with high quality 
comfort in a peaceful, private setting! Bruce Coastal 
Woodlands floating hardwood floors through main living 
areas. Chef’s kitchen with Custom pecan cabinetry & granite 
countertops overlooking Lake Claire. Gas fireplace with floor-
to-ceiling slate chimney in Great Room. Master bath with 
marble floors, whirlpool tub & shower. Main floor guest suite 
w/private bath. Upper level family room w/cathedral ceilings 
& skylights. 

Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680
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50 Marine Dr #E-2
$148,900

1 BR, 1 BA condo +  
46’ boat slip 

Danelcy Patterson @  
219-809-5319

411 Birch Tree Lane 
$139,900

2 BR, 1 BA NEW stainless 
appliances, granite countertops, 

carpet + much more 
Tricia Meyer @  
219-871-2680

709 Washington Park Blvd.
$118,000

Newly renovated 3 BR, 1.5 
BA, hardwood floors 

Diana Hirsch @  
219-873-6575

118 Indian Ridge Circle 
NEW PRICE $97,500

2 BR, 1.75 BA condo end unit, 
new flooring 

Joe Gazarkiewicz @  
219-861-3750

609 Colfax Avenue
$249,999

Original Beach Cottage with Lake 
MI views & easy beach access

Tricia Meyer @  
219-871-2680

222 Lady Lane
$223,900

Recently updated, 5 BR, 3 BA, 
expansive master suite 

Tricia Meyer @  
219-871-2680

112 Lady Lane
$197,500

One level living! 3 BR, 2 BA, 2 
car garage 

Tricia Meyer @  
219-871-2680

22 Karwick Glen
$149,900

2 BR, 2.5 BA master suites on 
main & loft, 2 car garage

Tricia Meyer @  
219-871-2680

802 Washington Park Blvd.
$98,900

3 BR, 1 BA, spacious rooms, 
fenced yard 

Diana Hirsch @  
219-873-6575

309 Beachwalk Lane 
$120,00 

Gail Mathews @ 219-221-0524

25 AC Karwick Rd –  
Ready for Development! 

$199,000  
Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680

Marine Park East Boat Slip 
$24,900   

Gail Mathews @ 219-221-0524

Stop 13 Long Beach Hillside Lot 
$199,500

40 x 150, Buildable, septic 
test positive, Lake Views 

Tricia Meyer @  
219-871-2680
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Bobbie Cavic 
219-874-7267 
1bcavic@gmail.com
bobbiecavic.c21.com
Licensed in IN & MI

MIDDLETON CO, INC.
Each office independently  

owned & operated

The one you’ve been waiting for... new in 2006, custom Craftsman, 4 BR/4 bath, 3,900 SF, private Duneland beaches. 
Allegretti designed, cedar exterior, steam shower, radiant heat floors, on-demand hot water, wood-burning fireplace.

Coveted Duneland Lifestyle      3532 Calumet      $725,000

T

New Buffalo, MI | 10 N Whittaker Street | 269.469.3950 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com 
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo 

are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 

4226 Ponchartrain Dr 
6 Bedrooms/7 Baths 

New Buffalo             $2,499,000 
227 Townsend, #101 
2 Bedrooms/2 Baths 

New Buffalo                $339,000 

13599 W Wilson Rd 
3 Bedrooms/2 Baths 

New Buffalo                $117,000 

210 Sunset Trail 
2 Bedroom/1 Bath 

Michiana Shores         $219,000 

3952 Ponchartrain Dr 
2 Buildable Lots 

New Buffalo                $279,900 

3918 Brookside Dr 
3 Bedrooms/2 Baths 

Michiana Shores         $315,000 

205 DeWitt Place 
4 Bedrooms/3 Baths 

Beverly Shores           $549,500 

1501 W Water St, #22 
2 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths 

New Buffalo                $449,000 
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1026 N. Karwick Rd.
Michigan City, IN 46360

219-871-0001 Michele Cihak
219-861-2073

michelecihak@yahoo.com

BEACH OFFICE
1026 N. Karwick Rd.

Michigan City, IN 46360
219-871-0001

 • Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

3826 Ponchartrain,  
New Buffalo, Michigan 

• Quaint two bedroom, one 
bath cottage

• Wonderful location in the 
Village of Michiana

• Wood Burning Fireplace, 
Walk-out basement

• Property sits on two lots
• Lake Michigan is right 

around the corner

$425,000 

HAPPY EASTER AND  

HAPPY SPRINGTIME! 

3881 Lakeshore Drive, 
New Buffalo, Michigan 

• VIEWS, VIEWS, VIEWS OF 
LAKE MICHIGAN

• Four bedroom, two full 
baths

• Two separate gathering 
areas

• Maintenance-free deck 
overlooking the water

• Relax and listen to the 
waves

$589,000 

Twilight Drive,  
Michigan City  

• Wooded building site
• Total of 3 lots
• Close to Lake Michigan 

beaches
• Nearly level makes for 

easy build

$64,000 

900 W. Buffalo St., New 
Buffalo, Michigan  

• Located in the heart of 
New Buffalo

• Cute & Charming Two 
Story

• Oak flooring throughout 
main & upper floors

• Full basement workshop
• Newer mechanicals, 

plumbing & electrical

$249,900 

North Oak Street,  
Otis  

• 7.66 acre parcel
• Freshly painted 1880 

vintage RED barn
• Loft area, 6 box & 4 stand-

in horse stalls
• Alum. Sided 46x70 pole 

barn
• Property is nearly all 

tillable

$125,000 

CCOME IN AND ENJOY SOME OF       
WHAT WE’RE SMOKIN’!                                                                         

Open Wednesday thru Sunday 11:30am to 9:00 pm 

 

 
Includes: Any Sandwich, One side dish & Fountain Beverage 

Wednesday thru Friday 11:30am to 3:00pm 

SANDWICH 
COMBO 
$6.95 

Includes 2 sides 
(All day Wednesday thru Friday) 

 

 
CLIP AND SAVE 

Good any day for $5 off the purchase of any “Plate” or 2 sandwiches 
Not Valid with any other promotion, discount offers or alcohol purchases 

No cash value, Cannot be resold or exchanged 

 

 

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

Casual to CoutureCasual to Couture
Current to VintageCurrent to Vintage

Cotton to MinkCotton to Mink
XS to XXLXS to XXL

Superb Consignors

 Never Know What You May Find Never Know What You May Find
at POSH!at POSH!

Taking Spring ClothingTaking Spring Clothing
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YOUR CONNECTION TO MICHIGAN & INDIANA

ST. JOHN, IN Bailey / Wehner
5bed/3.1ba   $634,900  312.694.3750 

 9731RAMBLINGROSE.INFO

MICHIANA SHORES, IN Will Schauble 
2bed/1ba   $350,000  312.860.4192

3712BIRCHWOODDR.INFO

will schauble | 312.860.4192
Jack WehNer | 312.406.9258
grahm bailey | 312.694.3750

DUNE ACRES, IN   Schauble / Wehner
3bed/3.1ba   $2,500,000 312.860.4192

19HILLDR.INFO 622KILLARNEYDR.INFO

DYER, IN Bailey/Wehner
5bed/5.2ba   $1,250,000 312.694.3750

DUNE ACRES, IN Jack Wehner
3bed/1.1ba   $399,000  312.406.9258

1RIDGEDR.INFO

MICHIGAN CITY, IN Grahm Bailey 
5bed/3.1ba   $749,900  312.694.3750 

 3338MARQUETTETRL.INFO

2210ORIOLE.INFO

LONG BEACH, IN David Albers 
3bed/2ba   $344,900  219.728.7295

BEVERLY SHORES, IN   Will Schauble
4bed/5ba   $1,100,000 312.860.4192

3WLAKEFRONTDR.INFO
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Lakeshore Educator’s Workshop
Area educators are invited to a workshop on con-

ducting outdoor fi eld investigations from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday, April 16, at the Paul H. Douglas 
Center for Environmental Education.

Participants will try hands-on activities they can 
use with students, and are designed to sharpen 
skills in observation, questioning and designing 
investigations. Additional projects involve wildlife 
monitoring and phenology (the timing of specifi c bi-
ological events in relation to changes in season and 
climate). Educators will use and receive materials 
from the Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies’ 
Toolkit for Conservation Education.

The workshop is suitable for teachers of all age 
groups, but is most appropriate for those teaching 
grades 6-12. It is conducted in partnership with the 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division 
of Fish and Wildlife, the Great Lakes Research and 
Education Center, Indiana Dunes National Lake-
shore and Dunes Learning Center. 

There is a $35 registration fee. Pre-registration 
is required, and registration is limited. Visit dunes-
learningcenter.org/adults/ or call (219) 395-9555 
prior to April 1. Indiana teachers can receive pro-
fessional growth experience points. Illinois teachers 
can receive Continuing Education Units.

The center is located on Lake Street north of U.S. 
12 in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood.

Washington Park Annual Stickers 
The Michigan City Park Department will begin 

issuing annual Washington Park parking stickers 
Friday, April 1, in the Clerk’s Offi ce at City Hall, 
100 E. Michigan Blvd.

Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day (excluding holidays). The fees are:
• Free — Civil city residents.
• $25 – La Porte County residents.
• $40 — Indiana residents.
• $100 — Out of state.
• $23 — Senior Center member (must show a cur-

rent membership card).
Stickers also will be distributed:

• During Michigan City Senior Center’s annual 
Trash n’ Treasure sale, which is from 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, April 2.

• From 9 a.m. to noon Saturdays at Michigan City 
Port Authority in Washington Park from May 7 to 
July 30.
Take a current vehicle registration. A certifi cate 

of registration will not be accepted. Anyone who  
owns civil city property, but lives outside of civil city 
limits, must take a utility bill or tax bill (the name 
on the bill must match the name on the vehicle reg-
istration) for the city property. 

Contact the Michigan City Parks & Recreation 
Department at (219) 873-1506 for more information.
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412 Marquette Trail, Pottawattamie Park
Great location, all brick home in Pottawattamie Park with endless possibilities. 
Hardwood floors, updated bath, screen porch, large living room with fireplace, 
partially finished basement with additional fireplace offers additional living 
space. Lots of storage.

$132,500

Now thru Friday,April 1st

pick an egg and get a discount on

Custom Framing

The Framing Station
912 Franklin, Michigan City • (219) 879-2115

Tues. - Fri. 9 to 5 • Sat. 10 to 4

Area’s largest selection of South Shore Posters

a 
y 
r

15%-40% Off
Offer excludes “frame specials” and labor charges. One egg per custom framed item.

Put all your eggs in our basket!

Voted 
Northwest 
Indiana’s 

No. 1 Frame 
Shop
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Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Movement Progressions
by Kevin Scott

When we were babies, learning to 
walk was the fi rst steps — pun intend-
ed — toward become a toddler. In a 
sense, we graduated from crawling on 
all fours as our way of getting around. 
By no means were we ready for a walk 
around the park at this time, but we 
moved further along as we practiced, 

fell down and learned.
As we got older, we perfected walking, started 

running, jumping and climbing. All of these steps 
required some painful lessons along the way. But 
we were young and didn’t know any better This was 
the start of learning movement progressions.

Fast forward about 30-40 years into your adult-
hood. As we have since (hopefully) mastered the 
fi ne arts of walking and running, we still are get-
ting hurt, as if we were a noodle-legged toddler in a 
diaper. Granted, it may not be with the same ease 
as years ago, but we still are constantly hurting and 
aching. Why? Can it just be attributed to getting 
older? Then why are men and women in their 80s 
and 90s running 400m sprints?

I have touched on quality of life before and con-
tinue to bring it up because many people don’t truly 
understand how in control they are of their quality 
of life, especially in the future. In our instant-grat-
ifi cation society, if it doesn’t affect our lives in the 
near future (and for some it can be as short as days/
weeks), then we tend not to bat an eye at possible 
side effects. Pick a vice, and I am sure we can fi nd 
a large population of people avoiding the already 
mentioned negatives to this vice. 

So, we still have the sad news that the magic pill 
for rapid weight loss, rapid healing, rapid results 
isn’t here. But, good news, one thing that can help 
a quality life now and later is daily exercise. But 
where to start? Starting with the basics is the exact 
place to start. So many folks come to us and want to 
be like “Sally Joe” down the road and again, want 
it to happen overnight. Or, they come in and say I 
am in a wedding in four weeks and need to lose 30 

pounds. It is absolutely true that what comes easy 
won’t last, and what lasts won’t come easy. 

You cannot build a house without a solid founda-
tion, just as you cannot build a healthy body with-
out a solid foundation. And this starts from square 
one with the functional movement progression. Just 
as we needed to progress in slow steps as a child, as 
adults, we still need to take progressions in the gym 
as if they were our fi rst on two legs. Learn to crawl 
before you walk, learn to walk before you run. Imag-
ine the importance of those steps once you introduce 
variables such as  weight, lateral movement, explo-
sive force and speed. 

Progression refers to overloading the body’s sys-
tems and increasing the training stimulus over a 
period of time to increase fi tness adaptations. There 
are fi ve stages to functional progression.

The fi rst focuses on isolating muscles and educa-
tion. Exercises are typically done supine or prone, 
with most of the body supported by a bench or fl oor. 
The main form of resistance applied in this stage is 
typically gravity before form progresses enough to 
add weights.

Stage Two adds external resistance to the mix. 
With the addition of tools such as machines, weights 
and bands, diffi culty is on the rise, but safely due to 
the foundation built in stages one and two. These in-
troductions add resistance to some of the exercises 
found in Stage One, but not introducing the use of 
stabilizing muscles, which appear in the next stage.

In Stage Three, we add functional training, includ-
ing free weights into the mix. At this point, your sta-
bilizing muscles are active, making your body work 
in different ways than with machines and isolation 
exercises. Typically, exercises in this stage will be 
performed seated or standing. In Stage Four, func-
tion increases, as does resistance. What this means 
is that gravity will be more of a factor, as well as 
external weights. As we go up each level, think of it 
as a high rise. We must complete fl oors one through 
four before getting started on the next one. 

Stage Five adds balance, speed and rotation, as

The Fitness 
Rebellion
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adnum=60684290

Largest Selection of Craft Beer in Harbor Country®

28 Beers on Tap  •  Live Entertainment Weekends

136 N. Whittaker • Downtown New Buffalo
www.CaseysNewBuffalo.com

(269) 469-6400

Starting at $10

 SUNDAY | Comfort Food Night
 MONDAY | Italian Night
 TUESDAY | Mexican Night
 WEDNESDAY | Rib & Wing Night
 THURSDAY | Prime Rib Night

Kitchen hours:
Sun: 12pm-9:30pm 
Mon-Thur: 4pm-9:30pm 
Fri & Sat: 11:30am-10:30pm

Bar hours
Sun: 12pm-12am
Mon-Thur: 4pm-12am
Fri & Sat: 11:30am-2am

well as kicking up the notch on functional aspects. 
Single leg exercises are used here, as well as BOSU 
balls, or physioballs. This can be effective especially 
for athletes, but not limited to them. With balance, 
speed and rotation, this stage should be reached 
with caution. We always ask our clients, “What is 
your goal?” Typically, responses are lose weight, get 
stronger, lose certain areas, etc… But why? What is 
the real reason? Beneath the surface lies answers 
such as wanting to play with their kids without los-
ing their breath, preparing for an upcoming hiking 
trip with friends, getting ready for the next class re-
union. Whatever the goal is, your journey needs to 
refl ect that. This means, if you want a six pack, you 
better set up a tent in your kitchen and get used to 
meal prepping, eating healthy and getting strict on 
grocery shopping. Your workout should also refl ect 
this, meaning if you want to play with your kids, 
there is a good chance you probably won’t have to 
bench 225 pounds. 

These fi ve stages ensure that whatever goal you 
have is done safely and correctly. Before you run, 
you need to learn how to walk. So before you squat, 
you need to properly learn the form. Don’t simply 
rely on machines to get the results. Again, remem-
ber that what comes easy won’t last, and what lasts 
won’t come easy. If you are comfortable doing an ex-
ercise, you need to get out of your comfort zone and 
learn some new exercises. BUT, with guidance and 
support. Take pride in those training wheels be-
cause soon, you will unscrew them and be cruising 
around town on two wheels like a boss!

Contact Kevin Scott at kevinthomasscott00@
gmail.com
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Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

Life Drawing Open Studio
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St., is of-

fering Life Drawing Open Studio from 6:30 to 9:30  
p.m. Mondays.

Each participating artist must take their own 
supplies and clean up afterwards. A fully clothed 
model will be provided as the subject matter. No 
formal instruction is included.

The cost of each session is $10, plus a tip for the 
model. Contact the center at (219) 926-4711 for 
more information.

China Trip Meeting
Michigan City Area Chamber of Commerce, 200 

E. Michigan Blvd., will host a free informational 
meeting from 5 to 6 p.m. Wednesday, March 29,  
about its Oct. 9 trip to China.

Chamber members will share their tour experi-
ence and answer questions. Details of the cities and 
attractions included in the nine-day tour, costs and 
travel documentation required will be covered.

Refreshments will be served. Registration is ap-
preciated by calling (219) 874-6221.

Fairy Garden Workshop
St. Stanislaus Convent Shop, 1501 Franklin St., 

will host a Fairy Garden Workshop from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, April 8.

The focus is creating and maintaining a minia-
ture fairy garden. The $20 cost includes a private 
demonstration, container, potting soil and a plant.

Seating is limited. Reservation with deposit is re-
quired. Stop by the Resale Shop to make a $10, non-
refundable payment. That deposit will be deducted 
from the $20 fee. 

Appetizers and refreshments are included.

National Disability Awareness Program
Former Ball State Disability Services Direc-

tor Richard Harris will present the program “Was 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Elected In Spite of or 
Because of Disability?” from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 29.

The program, 
held in celebration 
of National Dis-
ability Awareness 
Month, is in Pur-
due University-
North Central’s 
Library-Student-
Faculty Building, 
Assembly Hall, 
Room 02. 

Harris is a 
founding member 
of the Association 
of Higher Educa-
tion and Disability, 
the professional or-
ganization for dis-

ability services professionals. He has co-taught col-
loquiums on the Roosevelts as part of the Ball State 
Honors College.

Using rare pictures and historical material, Har-
ris will examine FDR’s diagnosis of polio and how it 
infl uenced his journey in life, as well as his relation-
ships with the media and his wife, Eleanor.

The event is sponsored by the PNC Chancellor’s 
Diversity Fund as part of its Diversity Makes a Dif-
ference Initiative.

Any accommodation needs because of disabil-
ity should be directed to Donelle Henderlong, Dis-
ability Services coordinator and coordinator of the 
event, at (219) 785-5374.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered:

Saturday, March 26
•10 a.m. — Spring into Action for the Birds.
Visit the Nature Center to help with the morn-

ing bird feeding, followed by making a bird feeder 
to take home.

• 2 to 4 p.m. — Spring Wire Wrapping Work-
shops.

Join state park naturalists at the Nature Center 
auditorium for an introduction to wire wrapping 
by creating beach glass wire-wrapped pendants or 
necklaces. A $5 registration fee is payable the day 
of the workshop. Call the Nature Center at (219) 
926-1390 to register.
Sunday, March 27

• 10 a.m. — Lion or Lamb Walk.
Meet at the Nature Center for the hour-long hike. 

Wear hiking shoes. Take binoculars, or borrow a pair.
• 2 to 4 p.m. — Spring Wire Wrapping Work-

shops.
Join state park naturalists at the Nature Center 

auditorium for an introduction to wire wrapping 
by creating beach glass wire-wrapped pendants or 
necklaces. A $5 registration fee is payable the day 
of the workshop. Call the Nature Center at (219) 
926-1390 to register.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are available:
• Scientist Bob Brodman will discuss am-

phibians based on his National Lakeshore re-
search at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, March 26, at Paul 
H. Douglas Center.

Brodman’s talk will include restoration of frag-
mented habitats, using amphibian-friendly plants 
or crops and identifying environmentally friendly 
herbicides. The program will be repeated June 18 
at the Douglas Center.

• Find Your Park Film Series on Saturdays 
and Sundays.

Explore a different National Park Service site 
through fi lms shown at 2 p.m. Saturdays at the Paul 
H. Douglas Center and 2 p.m. Sundays at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Call the park’s information 
line at (219) 395-1882 for this week’s fi lm.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street in 
Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Have a story idea for 
The Beacher? Call 

(219) 879-0088 or email 
drew@thebeacher.com
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When Irish Eyes Are Smiling

Taking 
advantage 

of the 
wonderful 

spring 
weather, 
crowds 
lined 

Franklin 
Street on 
Saturday, 
March 12, 

to enjoy the 
annual St. 
Patrick’s 

Day 
parade.

Photos by Janet Baines
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:
• Knit Wits and Pearls of Wisdom at 9 a.m. 

Thursdays, March 24 and 31, at Hageman Li-
brary, 100 Francis St., Porter.

The weekly meeting is open to the skilled and 
novices, with no registration required.

• Duplo Club from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Satur-
day, March 26, at Thomas Library’s Children’s 
Department, 200 W. Indiana Ave.

Geared towards preschoolers ages 2-5, registra-
tion is required by calling (219) 926-7696.

• Battles of the American Civil War from 10 
a.m. to noon Saturday, March 26, at Thomas 
Library’s Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

History buff and Civil War enthusiast Thomas 
Murphy will discuss the Battle of Antietam.

• Both branches of Westchester Public Li-
brary, Westchester Township History Museum 
and the Library Service Center will be closed 
on Good Friday, March 25, and Easter Sunday, 
March 27.

The library and museum will be open regular 
hours Saturday, March 26. The Westchester Town-
ship Trustee’s offi ce, located in the Library Service 
Center, also will be closed Good Friday. All build-
ings resume regular hours Monday, March 28.

• Teen Movie Night: “The Hunger Games 
Mockingjay Part 2” at 5 p.m. Saturday, March 
26, at the Library Service Center, 100 W. Indi-
ana Ave., Chesterton.

The movie is Rated PG-13. Free popcorn will be 
served.

• Eating Well for Healthy Living Series from 
6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 29, in the Thomas 
Library Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

Registered Dietetic Technician Gia DeMartinis 
will discuss “How to Read Nutrition Facts Labels.” 
Registration can be done in person or by calling 
(219) 926-7696.

• ’90s Trivia Night at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 
29, at Westchester Township History Museum, 
700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

All questions revolve around events, inventions 
and pop culture of the 1990s. Teams of 14 people can 
vie for the prize. Refreshments will be served.

• Pokemon League from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tues-
days through May 24 at Thomas Library.

The program is aimed at children in fi rst grade 
and older. Attendees learn to make decks of 60 cards. 
They don’t need to take anything unless wanting to 
take a starter pack of cards.

• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Wednesdays through June 29 in the Chil-
dren’s Department at Thomas Library.

 Attendees learn beginning crochet from instruc-
tor Sadie Steciuch. Children should take a size G 
crochet hook and skein of medium weight yarn. 
Register by calling (219) 926-7696.

HORIZON
AWNING

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades

Canvas Repairs

Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329
800-513-2940

Sunday, March 27th, 10:00-3:00 | Reservations Recommended

5820 FRANKLIN STREET   |   MICHIGAN CITY, IN   |   219.879.8900

• OPEN DAILY AT 4 PM •

All You Can Eat Lake Perch and Frog Legs Every Friday & Saturday

BRING THE FLOCK IN FOR
EASTER BRUNCH!
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Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

ATTENTION BEACH HOUSE OWNERS:
We currently have more renters than owners and need your 
beach homes. We have a wait list of clients looking for 
homes of all sizes for the 2016 summer rental season. If 
you have beach access and want to make money on your 
home call us today!

(773) 677-2733 www.NorthStarRealtyIN.com
northstarpropertiesin@gmail.com

Women of the Moose
The Women of the Moose will host its annual 

Spring Appreciation Dinner on Monday, April 4, at 
Moose Family Center 980, 1108 Franklin St.

Cocktails are at 5:30 p.m., with dinner at 6 p.m.  
Call Durbin Lyons at (219) 561-4047, Natalie Ness 
at (269) 469-3196 or Yvonne Baron at (219) 874-
4738 for reservations, which are due by Monday,  
March 28.

Disability Awareness Event
The Lakeshore Center for Independent Living 

and the City of Michigan City will host talks in 
honor of Disability Awareness Month on Thursday, 
March 31, at City Hall, 100 E. Michigan Blvd.

Michigan City Mayor Ron Meer will offi ciate. 
Presentations run from 10 a.m. to noon, then are 
repeated from 1 to 3 p.m. The lineup includes:
• Introducing Independent Living to Michigan City 

— Allen Piening.
• Entrepreneurship for the Blind — Kane Brolin.
• Technology Makes the Blind Competitive — Jen-

nifer Piening.
• Community Engagement for Inclusion —  Zully 

JFAlvarado.

Friends of NB Library Forum
The Civil Rights Movement’s peaceful protests 

and violent outbursts will be discussed at the next 
Friends of New Buffalo Library Community Forum 
at 6:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday, March 29, at the library, 
33 N. Thompson St.

Tim Moore of Lake Michigan College will high-
light the struggle for racial equality during “The 
Civil Rights Movement, 1945-1965.” The talk will 
include a look at how the Civil Rights Movement 
sought to dismantle Jim Crow in the South.

Other free programs in the forum, all set for 6:30 
p.m. EDT except for “American Songbook,” include:  
• “The Archeology of Southwest Michigan” by local 

archeologist William Mangold on Monday, April 18.
• “The American Songbook” presented by the 

School of American Music musicians and singers 
at 3 p.m. EDT Sunday, April 24.

• “How to Write Your Family History So That 
Someone Will Want to Read It” on Tuesday, May 
10, by Aloma Custer of Berrien County Genea-
logical Society.

• “Personal Safety and Scams” on Tuesday, May 17, 
by Kelly Laesch.

• “Stormy Weather” on Tuesday, May 24, by Timm 
Pschigoda of Lake Michigan College.
Call the library at (269) 469-2933, follow the face-

book link at newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or email 
new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com for more information.
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Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711

Polish-American Cultural Society
Polish-American Cultural Society of Northwest 

Indiana, Michigan City Chapter, will meet at 5 
p.m. Wednesday, March 30, at the former St. Mary’s 
School, 321 W. 11th St.

Call Theresa Child at (219) 464-1369 for addi-
tional information.

National Lakeshore Pendleton Blanket
A special limited-edition Pendleton blanket has 

been produced to commemorate Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore’s 50th anniversary.

The 100 percent wool blanket measures 60x80, 
and only 250 have been produced. It features bands 
of color that evoke the lake, sky and dunes. The dis-
counted price is $200, with all net proceeds benefi t-
ting the National Lakeshore.

Orders can be placed at tinyurl.com/zmn7mb6

Monday Musicale
Monday Musicale will celebrate songs of the 

American West, co-hosted by Dan Moser and How-
ard Brenneman, at 7 p.m. Monday, March 28, at 
Barker Mansion. 631 Washington St.

While there is no admission charge, donations to 
the club’s scholarship fund are appreciated.

A number of ensembles will be featured. Debra 
Sawyer, Dot Pakan and Moser, performing as the 
trio Ah Tu, will sing “Shenandoah,” “Buffalo Gals” 
and “Streets of Laredo.” Their instruments include 
harp, accordion, bass and guitar.

Selections by women’s trio Back Porch Swing, 
with members Deborah Beien, Sue Cassler and 
Lisa Schwingendorf, include “I Found My Straight 
Shootin’ Cowboy” and “Jealous Hearted Me.” Noel 
Carlson will join Brenneman and Moser in singing 
“Rawhide” and “Don’t Fence Me In.” The men and 
women will come together to share Western favor-
ites such as “Red River Valley,” “Ghost Riders in the 
Sky,” “Colorado Trail” and “The Yellow Rose of Tex-
as,” accompanied by Lee Meyer on piano.

Moser (on bass and vocal harmonies) will sit in 
with the duo Rusty Strings — new members Robert 
and Sheila Thompson — as they perform on man-
dolin, guitar and hammered dulcimer. Their playl-
ist will include “Believe Me (If All Those Endear-
ing Young Charms),” “Redwing” and “Home on the 
Range.” Also on the program are vocal selections 
from “Oklahoma” and “State Fair” by soloists Carl-
son and Carrie Zerbe, Brenneman’s rendition of 
“Along the Santa Fe Trail” and fi ddle tunes by Sara 
Miller. The evening will conclude with a social hour, 
with refreshments provided by Phyllis Nowatzke 
and her hosting committee.

Call Ange Benz at (219) 874-3754 or Sue Cassler 
at (219) 362-1421 for more information.

Watercolor Class
Dick Church will offer a six-week Beginning/In-

termediate Watercolor Class starting from 10 a.m. 
to noon Friday, April 1, at Chesterton Art Center, 
115 S. Fourth St.

Church will lead students through a variety of 
watercolor techniques. The cost is $70, with mem-
bers receiving a $5 discount. There also is a $10 
board and pattern fee. Other supplies are not in-
cluded. Church will discuss supplies with all begin-
ners to start the class.

Contact the center at (219) 926-4711 to register 
or for more information.

NPS to Hire Youth Workers
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore has jobs for 

12 teens this summer through the Youth Conserva-
tion Corps, a work-learn-earn program for 15- to 
18-year-olds.

The application deadline is April 22, and partic-
ipants are paid $7.25 an hour for a 40-hour work 
week. The program runs June 6 to Aug. 13, and 
applicants should be prepared to work the entire 
length of the program. Jobs include working as 
part of a crew to do manual labor tasks, normally 
outdoors, such as staining, painting and caulking 
the exterior of park buildings, and work as grounds 
maintenance (mowing grass, picking up trash, 
cleaning restrooms) and trails rehabilitation.

No experience is necessary. Participants will be 
selected by random draw from the pool of appli-
cations. They must be U.S. citizens and 15 before 
June 6, but not turn 19 before Aug. 13. The applica-
tion form is available through high school guidance 
offi ces or the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
Offi ce at (219) 395-8585, Ext. 1772. The forms also 
are available at tinyurl.com/mf539u2
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Jumbo | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Jennifer Smart  
NMLS #277082  
C: 219.561.4736 

thelpsb.com

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Mighty Acorns Nature Camps
Youngsters interested in the fi ve-day, four-night 

Mighty Acorns Nature Camps have until Friday, 
April 8, to submit an application.

Targeted at youth ages 8-12, the camp runs July 
11-15 and 25-29. An $88 registration fee is due once 
accepted and registered, but there is no application 
fee. Acceptance notifi cations and registration infor-
mation will be sent April 15.

Visit duneslearningcenter.org/summer to register 
or for more information.

Dining With Diabetes
La Porte County Extension Offi ce, 2857 W. In-

diana 2, Suite A, La Porte, will host the program 
“Dining With Diabetes” at 4 p.m. Thursdays, March 
31 and April 14, 21 and 28.

The program helps participants select and pre-
pare healthy, easy, tasty meals. Take favorite reci-
pes for a makeover, enjoy a light meal featuring rec-
ipes from the Dining with Diabetes collection and 
learn how to make a positive lifestyle change.

Each program is 90 minutes. The cost is $25 per 
person or $35 when attending with a friend and 
sharing materials. Registration is required by call-
ing (219) 324-9407.

Camp Downtown Spring Break 2016
Several local agencies have united to present 

“Bridges to Your Future: Camp Downtown Spring 
Break 2016.”

The interactive week targets Michigan City youth 
in grades K-8 during spring break. Modeled after 
Safe Harbor Summer Camp, it is set for 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, April 4-8.

The sponsoring groups are Safe Harbor, Boys 
& Girls Club, The Salvation Army, Michigan City 
Mainstreet Association, YMCA and Purdue Exten-
sion. Daily themes include art and literature, na-
ture, science, robotics, food/nutrition/agriculture, 
walking tours, interactive experiences with local 
businesses.

Primary locations include: A.K. Smith Career 
Center, Michigan City Public Library, The Salva-
tion Army, Moose Family Center 980 and the YMCA 
Elston branch.

The cost is $25. Registration forms are available 
at Mullen Center, 100 Manny Court. The registra-
tion and payment deadline are Friday, March 24. 
Call (219) 873-2026 for more information.

Prescribed Fires
The National Park Service is planning fi ve pre-

scribed fi res this spring at Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore, with about 818 acres to be burned.

On the park’s west end in Gary, 411 acres are to 
be burned west of Paul H. Douglas Center for Envi-
ronmental Education on North Lake Street. Three 
different parcels make up the burn area and are 
part of an area being restored to an Oak Savanah 
habitat.

Near County Line Road and Fifth Avenue, just 
south of U.S. 12, 62 acres will be burned in the 
Woodlake Dunes Savanah.

At West Beach in Portage, 154 acres are to be 
burned along the entrance road and the east side 
of the property along the Ogden Dunes town limit.  
Burning there helps reduce the threat of wildfi res 
by limiting the amount of materials that could po-
tentially burn.

In Porter, 191 acres of the Mnoké Prairie along 
West Beam Street will be burned as part of a long-
term prairie restoration project.

The National Lakeshore announces prescribed 
fi re activity on its facebook page, www.facebook.
com/IndianaDunesNL. The program is conducted 
by trained and experienced personnel. Smoke dis-
persal is a primary concern, and park staff will do 
everything possible to limit smoke in the area by 
monitoring wind and atmospheric conditions prior 
to ignitions. However, smoke drifting in and around 
park lands and roadways is possible.

Clear management goals and objectives have 
been established for each burn unit.

Natural Bliss Massage Therapy
119 Broadway, Unit 107, Chesterton, IN

$55 for 1 Hour Swedish Massage
Email: naturalbliss@massagetherapy.com

www.naturalbliss.abmp.com

Present this ad for 10% off any service
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Pastel Class
Mary Ann Pals will teach a six-week Beginning & 

Intermediate Pastel Class starting from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 30, at Chesterton Art Center, 
115 S. Fourth St.

Beginning students learn the basics of pastel 
drawing, working from a still life set-up, while in-
termediate students can work from their own refer-
ence materials. Because class size is limited to eight 
people, each student will receive individual atten-
tion. Some drawing experience is required.

The cost is $75, with members receiving a $5 dis-
count. A suggested supply list will be available to 
registrants upon request. Call (219) 926-4711 for 
more information.

 Investment Seminar
The Northwest Indiana Forum, Economic De-

velopment Corp. Michigan City and BMG Capital 
group invite business and government leaders to 
an EB-5 Investment Seminar on Friday, April 1, at 
Blue Chip Casino.

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m., with the presen-
tation from 8 to 9:30 a.m. at Blue Chip’s Sun Coast 
Room. The program will answer questions such as:
• What is the EB-5 program?
• How does it work?
• How can it benefi t your community.
• How to access overseas investors.
• The requirements of EB-5 funding.
• Hear from professionals with EB-5 experience.

BMG Capital has worked on many EB-5 projects 
that include a variety of industries, including medi-
cal, hospitality and entertainment. Recent projects 
include an automobile dealership, an ATV cycle 
shop, multiple family centers, a hotel and a craft 
brewery. These projects have been in Illinois, Indi-
ana and Ohio.

Visit tinyurl.com/zkat4uu to RSVP or call the 
EDCMC at (219) 873-1211.

Indiana Dunes in Competition
Indiana Dunes’ beaches will compete in a brack-

et-style event to crown the 2016 Best Beach in 
America.

The event is organized by Coastal Living, with 
voting available at www.coastalliving.com/beach-
bracket. The magazine’s Indiana entry is the 15-
mile stretch of shoreline that includes Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore and Indiana Dunes 
State Park beaches.

Voting in Round One ended March 17, with Round 
Two ending March 23. Ensuing rounds go through  
March 28, then March 28-31 and March 31-April 3. 
The winner will be announced April 4.
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Ivy Tech Spring Fundraiser
The Ivy Tech Foundation will hold the 12th an-

nual Spring Fundraising Event at 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
April 1, at Aberdeen Manor, Valparaiso.

The event includes dinner, a silent auction and 
entertainment by Felix and Fingers Dueling Pia-
nos, a song-request show.

Tickets are $75, $40 of which is tax deductible. 
Proceeds support program improvements at cam-
puses in East Chicago, Gary, Michigan City and 
Valparaiso. Contact Cindy Hall at (219) 476-4710 
or cjhall@ivytech.edu for reservations by Friday, 
March 25.

Input Shapes DNR Strategic Plan
The DNR Division of Forestry has released its 

revised Strategic Plan for 2015-2019, with consid-
erable public input having shaped revisions to the 
initial plan released last year. 

The revised plan and a public comment summary 
(Strategic Plan Public Input Process) are available 
at tinyurl.com/jssv8zh.

A few changes in the plan are:
• Providing assistance to other DNR Divisions with 

forest management and health issues.
• Providing a balance in forest age structure, espe-

cially young forest conditions.
• Increased emphasis on wildlife habitat manage-

ment of state forests.
• Sustained emphasis on land acquisition, includ-

ing acquiring additional state forest acreage.
• Increased emphasis on development and man-

agement of recreational areas.
• Provide additional primitive cross-country/back-

pack trail hiking opportunities on six to seven 
state forests.

• Increased emphasis on control of exotic invasive 
species.

• System-wide initiative to improve trails.
• Selectively opening State Forest caves based on 

the needs of threatened and endangered cave 
species.

• Improvement of hunter access to areas in need of 
better deer population management.
As part of DNR Forestry’s planning process, com-

ments were received on proposed state forest rec-
reation fees and private lands-management fees. 
The Division will continue to accept comments and 
recommendations on the proposed fees through No-
vember. Comments can be submitted through the 
questions/comments link at tinyurl.com/jssv8zh.

The plan also addresses DNR Forestry’s private 
forest land-assistance programs and the strategic 
direction for tree nursery operation and hardwood 
economic development. Visit tinyurl.com/jssv8zh for 
more information.

Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360                       

“Family Owned Since 2001”

OPEN 7 DAYS
219-878-1720 • 219-878-9141 Fax

email dunelandhome@gmail.com • website: dunelandhome.com
Follow us on Facebook

“SEE THE FLOORING PRO-FESSIONALS”

• KITCHEN & BATH CABINETRY
• CARPETING
• CERAMIC
• LUXURY VINYL

• LAMINATE
• VINYL
• WOOD
• GRABER WINDOW BLINDS

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING & CABINETRY NEEDS…

GET QUALITY NAME BRAND WOOD FLOORING & 
CERAMIC TILE FOR LESS!!!

Wood Flooring & Ceramic Tile Sale 

WE PROVIDE FREE ESTIMATES 
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

12 X 24 Porcelain Tile 
Starting at $2.99 sq ft

Hardwood Flooring 
Starting at 

$2.99 sq. ft.
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Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area: 
March 18-21 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., 

Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “45 Years.” Rated 
R. Times: 6:15 p.m. Fri.-Mon. Also: “Son of Saul.” 
Rated R. In Hungarian, Yiddish, German, Russian, 
Polish, French, Greek and Slovak with English sub-
titles. Times: 9 p.m. Fri-Sat., 3 p.m. Sat.-Sun. All 
times Eastern. Info: vickerstheatre.com

March 26 — Spring into Action for the Birds, 10 
a.m., Nature Center @ Indiana Dunes State Park, 
1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: 
(219) 926-1390.

March 26 — Program on amphibians, 1:30 p.m., 
Paul H. Douglas Center, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882.

March 26 — Teen Movie Night: “The Hunger 
Games Mockingjay Part 2,” 5 p.m., Library Service 
Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

March 26-27 — Spring Wire Wrapping Work-
shops, 2-4 p.m., Nature Center @ Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Cost: $5. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 28 — Monday Musicale, 7 p.m., Barker 
Mansion, 631 Washington St. Free-will donation. 
Info: (219) 874-3754, (219) 362-1421.

March 29 — “The Four Principles of Life: A Life 
Changing Event” with Ron Papke, 6 p.m., La Porte 
County Library, 904 Indiana Ave., La Porte. Cost: 
$24.20. Reservations: tinyurl.com/huzyydt

March 29 — Friends of New Buffalo Library Com-
munity Forum, “The Civil Rights Movement, 1945-
1965,” 6:30 p.m. EDT, New Buffalo Township Public 
Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Info: (269) 469-2933.

March 29 — PoetryPalooza/Open Mic, 7-9 p.m., 
PNC Library-Student-Faculty Building Assembly 
Hall, Room 02. Cost: $5 entry fee @ door for each 
competitor, $1 for spectators/open mic participants. 
Registration/info: btlee@pnc.edu

March 29 — Harbor Country Book Club, Daniel 
Brown’s “The Boys in the Boat,” 7 p.m. EDT, The 
Harbor Grand, 111 W. Water St., New Buffalo, Mich.

March 29 — ’90s Trivia Night, 7 p.m., Westches-
ter Township History Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., 
Chesterton.

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Through May — “Bits of Time” display,  La 
Porte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 In-
diana Ave. Hours: 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tues.-Sat. Info: 
www.laportecountyhistory.org, (219) 324-6767.

Farther Afi eld:
March 26 — Indoor Flea Market, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

EDT, New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 
California Road. Info: (773) 275-1514.

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

Business
Cards
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       March 15, 2016
TEAM STANDING   WON LOST 
1. Queen Pins    31  9
2. IncrediBowls   25  15
3. Gutter Golfers    25.5  15.5

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Cindy Beck     186
2. Tammy Vouri    184
3. Dottie Brinckman    179
4. Debra Smith     158
5. Barb Macduzinski    155
5. Sue Labovitz    155
6. Judy Yagodnik     150
6. Margie Midkiff    150
7. Tammy Nelmar (series)  407
8. Diana Holt (series)   404

SPLITS
Mary Lou McFadden    1-2-7

THREE IN A ROW
Dottie Brinckman
Barb Macudzinski

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Edgewood Elementary School, 502 Boyd Circle, 

Michigan City, 1 to 6 p.m. Thursday, March 24.  
Each student who recruits one presenting donor 
will receive a slapwatch while supplies last.

• Springfi eld Elementary School, 3054 W. County 
Road 800 North, Michigan City, 1:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 24. Each student who recruits 
one presenting donor will receive a slapwatch 
while supplies last.

• IU Health La Porte Hospital, 1007 W. Lincoln-
way, La Porte, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, March 25. 
Receive a Marcos Pizza coupon for free cheezt-
bread or Cinnasquares while supplies last.

• St. Paul Lutheran Church & School, 818 Franklin 
St., Michigan City, 2 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 29. 
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit redcrossblood.org for more information.

 

(219)-874-7409 NOW ENROLLING 

- Kindergarten—8th  
- Gifted  and  Talented  Program 
- Reading  Specialist 
- Small  class  sizes 
- We offer Art,  Music,  Library,   
      Computer classes & 7th/8th            
      Electives 
- Grade A Rated School 

Email:  stplschool@stpaulmichigancity.com 
www.stpaulmichigancity.com 

8818 FRANKLIN ST.   MICHIGAN CITY, IN  46360  

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!

Choose from 
SOFAS AND
LOVESEATS,
SECTIONALS,
RECLINERS,
ROCKERS,
CHAIRS 
AND
OTTOMANS
PLUS ...
TV Stands,
Occasional
Tables,
Home Offi ce,
Lamps, 
Rugs and
Accessories!

MORE
style

FOR
LESS!

1106 E US Hwy 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com 
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035  
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6, Sat. 9-6 Sunday 12- 4
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call  219-872-1217.

Therapy in a non-clinical private setting: Individual counseling for 
anxiety, conflict, psychological trauma. Visit namCounseling.com to learn 
more and schedule your appointment. $85 per 50-minute session, $600 

per 8 sessions, prepaid. Natalie A. Mooney, MA LLPC
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868
Über driver living in Long Beach. Call ahead to make sure I

am online. Call (219) 879-0615 or cell at (773) 710-0895.
FURNITURE REPAIR

53 years experience. Reasonable rates. (219) 879-4190, frankdigi@
sbcglobal.net

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

Antique and Vintage Clock Sale
Also purchase and repair • Wed. thru Sunday
As Time Goes By, 614 Lincolnway, La Porte

(219) 324-4868 • (219) 730-9833
Large 30% off Clearance Sale on discounted items
for the month of March. Antiques and Collectibles 

As Time Goes By antique shop, 614 Lincolnway, La Porte
Wed. thru Sun. • (219) 324-4868

ADULT CARE

DONNA’S ELDERLY CARE
Your alternative to a nursing home specializing in all types of elderly 

care, including:
• Excellent 24 hour a day care.

* Private or semi-private rooms.
• Long-term stay.

• This is a ranch-type home (not an institution) with caring staff mem-
bers giving their full attention to those who can no longer live alone.

Owner — Donna Siegmund
Grand Beach & Michiana Shores Area

19688 Ash Court
New Buffalo, Mich.

(269) 469-3626
Licensed by the state of Michigan

License No. AS110263627

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!

2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.
Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families

All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured
Call us at 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 

Or visit www.visitingangels.com
IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
19 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Email home_matters_cleaning@yahoo.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 219-617-
7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

MAID BY THE LAKE. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - email maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837.
TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 

Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650.
Top-notch cleaning, housekeeping assistance available. Efficient, 

thorough, well-organized. Like to leave it looking as you would expect! 
Laundry needs, light yard-work considered. References provided. 

Call (202) 365-4558 (c) to schedule appt.
Home detailed cleaning service. Affordable, reliable, experienced. 

Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, deep cleaning, cleanout. All 
supplies included. Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 229-0034

Penny’s Cleaning Service 
Please call (219) 221-1284 for a free quote 

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.
Also: doors, windows, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs. Winter

watch service. Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 

24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907

BILL SMART – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting and Tile. 
Call (269) 469-4407.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

CHIMNEYS • BRICK REPAIR • TUCKPOINTING & FIREPLACE 
REPAIRS • Call Gene Burke  219-344-7563 (M.C.)

JBCCarpenty.com
Window/door replacements, Egress window installation,

carpentry, basement waterproofing solutions. (630) 926-6792 
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

*********EASTCO BUILDERS/REMODLERS*********
New/remodel, additions, kitchens, bathrooms, framing, siding

windows/doors, Egress, replacement, drywall, finishing
electric/plumbing repair, concrete/masonry, ceramic tile,
install/replace/repair, service maintenance/winterization.
25-years experience. Licensed/insured. (219) 229-4962.

Tax time discounts. Winter discounts. Like us on facebook.
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Community Spell Bowl
READ La Porte County Inc. will hold its Commu-

nity Spell Bowl on Wednesday, March 30, at Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, 181 W. McClung Road, La Porte.

Adult teams can have up to four players who con-
fer and use paper and pencil in their deliberations. 
Teams compete against each other by accumulating 
points for each correctly spelled word. Word lists are 
available in preparation for the competition. Teams 
also are encouraged to decorate their tables to com-
pete for the Spirit Award.

Doors open at 6 p.m. for registration, with the 
tournament at 6:30 p.m. Free refreshments and a 
cash bar for teams and fans are planned.

Visit www.readlaportecounty.org/spell-bowl/ to 
register or for more information.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Now Hiring Caregivers

Caring, dependable caregivers needed to provide in-home care to seniors. 
Positions available in Michigan City, La Porte and surrounding areas. Call 

(219)662-2999 or visit www.seniorhelpers.com/michigancity-in
Wanted: Light home health and housekeeping in north Portage area. 

Call (219) 762-5477.
Lakefront Salon and Spa is seeking stylists to join our team as we 
expand our hours. Call Dianna at (219) 879-6168 to fill out an appli-

cation.

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

Equilibrium Vacation Rentals LLC
We provide full service property management.

 (219) 898-1060 • equilibriumrentals@yahoo.com

RENTALS INDIANA
Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $775/mo., 2BR $975/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.
Summer rental. Stop 37. 4BR/3BA, AC, WiFi/cable. 300 ft to beach 

access. Contact nmarkey11@hotmail.com
Long Beach charming updated beachfront home ready for a great family 
experience. Sleeps up to 14, with all the amenities and gathering places. 
Large solarium with ping-pong and foosball tables. Fenced-in backyard 

is your only separation from some of the best beach in Long Beach. Rent 
for the months of May-August, would consider September through May. 

Call (708) 359-5535.
SUMMER SEASON 2016

Long Beach, Stop 16 • On the Beach
3BR, 2.5 BA, A/C, W/D, gas BBQ, large deck – great views. All linens, 

beach chairs, towels. $2,500/week, additional discount for June. 
Call (630) 363-3176.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Waterfront home for sale by owner on Lake Clare.

3 BR, 2 full BA, hardwood floors, 2.5 car garage, gas fireplace, radiant 
floor heat, central A/C, 400 sq. ft. Patio with screened 10x10 gazebo. 

$349,900. 219-898-5433. 141 Shorewood Dr.
Open house: noon-2pm April 2-3

DUNES ROOFING & MAINTENANCE. 
All types of roofing: rubber • shingles • metal & repairs.

Gutter cleaning. Over 27 yrs. exp. Locally owned business. Guaranteed
work. Licensed. Insured. Great ref. Reasonably priced. 219-229-9387

LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
NOW SCHEDULING SPRING STARTUP

Full Service Irrigation Company
Startups. Backflow testing/certification-water saving upgrades-repairs-

mid-season/monthly checks, winterizations & new installations.
We service all brands.

Our 35th year of helping to beautify your lawn & gardens.
Down To Earth, Inc. (219) 778-4642

MICHIANA HOME REPAIR & REMODELING. Interior/Exterior. 
Can do insured. Senior discounts. Free estimates. 219-814-7051.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.
JOSEPH PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Power Washing. Drywall Repairs. 

Wallpaper Removal. Insured/Bonded. Free estimate.
219-879-1121/219-448-0733.

DUNELAND PAINTING
interior painting, drywall repair, exterior powerwashing,

painting & staining. Free estimates. (219) 201-5715.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 
yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling — snow removal 

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
SPRING CLEANUP, GUTTER CLEANING, LAWN MOWING

yard work, mulching, weeding and odd jobs.
Call ABE at 219-210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Weedings, Clean-
ups, Mowing, Mulch, Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

RB’s SERVICES —tree removal, fall cleanup and snow removal, haul 
away debris and other landscaping needs, leaf cleanup in fall, handyman 

and carpentry needs. Power washing. In business 29 yrs.  
Roger 219-561-4008.

ISAAC’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
Weekly lawn maintenance, spring/fall cleanups, power washing, weeding, 
mowing, trimming, mulching, edging, leaf cleanup and more! Insured. Call 

(219) 878-1985 for estimates.
BLM LAWN CARE

Lawn mowing, gutter cleaning, spring/fall cleanups, hedge trimming, 
mulching, brush clearing, pressure washing. Call Bret @ (219) 363-8329.

LLOYD TREE SERVICE & BRUSH REMOVAL Trimming • Cutting • 
Removal • Stump removal. Reasonably Priced. 219-229-5867
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The Swans of Fifth Avenue by Mel-
anie Benjamin (hardcover, $28 in book-
stores and online, also available as an eB-
ook)

“When he was young,  back in 1955, 
when they were all young—or, at least, 
younger—when fame was new and friend-
ships fl edgling, fueled by champagne and 
caviar and gifts from Tiffany’s, Truman 
Capote was a hell of a lot of fun to be 
around.”

A small group of New York socialites, 
the kind we would call “trophy wives” to-
day, once took Truman Capote under their 
collective wings and treated him like a pocket pet.

To understand why Capote’s select coterie were 
called swans, consider the bird itself: it has long 
been looked at as symbols of fi delity and devotion. 
These women certainly fi t that description nicely as 
they petted him, fed him, bought him baubles and 
shared their secrets and gossip with him. And their 
husbands felt no threat because everyone knew he 
was a “fag.”

Let me introduce these “swans”: Slim Keith, C.Z. 
Guest, Gloria Guinness, Pamela Churchill Harri-
man, Marella Agnelli and the shining head of all 
New York socialites of the day—Babe Paley, wife of 
William Paley, founder of the CBS empire. The rest 
were all married to captains of industry, and one, 
Agnelli, was a bona fi de Italian princess married to 
the heir of the Fiat fortune. Most attended fi nishing 
school and had mothers who made sure they trav-
eled in the right circles and attracted the right po-
tential mates.

But it was Babe Paley who was the undisputed 
queen of the swans. Her name should have been in 
the dictionary next to “style” and “grace.” Her fash-
ion sense was followed and copied by women ev-
erywhere. Born into money, her father was a brain 
surgeon, she attended the posh Westover School, de-
buted in 1934 and became a fashion editor at Vogue. 
Her second marriage to William Paley, a Jew, was 
a bit of a shock, but he was extremely wealthy and 
that made it OK. He kept her in jewels and couture 
clothing, but left her emotionally broke. She, on the 
other hand, got him into clubs and social circles 
where Jews at the time were not allowed. 

In Capote, Babe found a real soulmate. He was 
rejected by his mother, a fact that haunted him 
all his life, and forever sought the approval of the 
women from whom he used to get the juicy gossip 
featured in his later writing.

But Babe was a different situation. Benjamin 
portrays theirs as a meeting of the mind and soul, 
someone each could count on to understand their 
loneliness and true feelings. Benjamin spends a lot 

of time exploring Babe’s upbringing and 
adult life as a beautiful, perfect wife, but 
not a perfect mother. Indeed, she spent as 
little time with her four children as pos-
sible. 

Capote fi rst was a successful magazine 
writer, then he came out with Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s. Wildly loved, now Capote’s star 
was truly a bright light in the Manhat-
tan skyline. After In Cold Blood was pub-
lished, Capote was a god.

At the height of his popularity, he decid-
ed to give a Black and White Ball. It would 
have been a faux pas to make it in his own 

honor, so he chose Kay Graham, widow of Phil Gra-
ham, owner of The Washington Post. Dowdy Kay, so 
surprised to be Capote’s guest of honor. No expense 
was spared. The guest list was a glittering array of 
New York’s best, brightest and richest, along with 
politicians and Hollywood stars. Dropping names 
like bread crumbs along the yellow brick road, Ben-
jamin describes a party the likes of which New York 
had seldom seen or would see again. But it was 
1966, and the times they were soon a’changin’.

Everything never seemed enough for Capote. 
Maybe that’s because what he was seeking was out 
of his control. So, he took to more drinking, gaining 
weight and getting older. By 1975, Random House 
was hounding him for his next book. He offered up 
his sneak peek into his new book, Answered Prayers, 
with a story in Esquire magazine. The swans were 
speechless. All the nasty gossip, all the private sto-
ries they had told them over the years were there 
for the public to read. What did they expect? He was 
a snake in the grass, slithering around them, stor-
ing up their dirty little secrets. Finally, Babe, along 
with the other swans, decided enough was enough 
and cut Capote out of their lives forever. 

After that, Capote’s life fell apart. And to make 
matters worse, Babe Paley’s two-pack-a-day ciga-
rette habit fi nally caught up with her. Capote was 
devastated…

This story had me totally involved. The opulence 
of the time, the deep emotional bond between Babe 
and Truman and the hold he had over his swans 
is mesmerizing. But underneath, there was heart-
break, longing and a lot of emptiness covered up 
with lunches, parties, charity events and lots of 
shopping—a lot of everything except a meaningful 
life.

The Swans of Fifth Avenue has garnered much 
praise. It has been named People’s Book of the Week, 
U.S. Today’s No. 1 “New and Noteworthy” Book, En-
tertainment Weekly’s Must List and LibraryRead’s 
Top Ten Pick.

Till next time, happy reading!
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