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Always Learning, Always Grateful
Adam Kronk Settles In As New La Lumiere Headmaster

by M.D. Cunningham

 “La Lumiere School will force me to work as hard as I can. I won’t be content to get a good job by getting 
a good education. I want to get the best job by getting the best education.”

17th Chief Justice John G. Roberts
in a letter he wrote in eighth grade

Adam Kronk fi rst visited La Lumiere to hear Chief Justice John Roberts deliver a commencement address. Photo by Bob Wellinski

A few years ago, John Roberts returned to his 
high school alma mater to deliver the commence-
ment address. Adam Kronk, a young professional 
from South Bend, listened in the crowd. He was not 
a La Lumiere graduate. He was there to satisfy his 
curiosity. He was there to listen.

At the time, Kronk was heading The University 
of Notre Dame’s Deloitte Center for Ethical Leader-
ship. Today, he fi nds himself leading La Lumiere as 
its headmaster. For almost a year, he’s been prepar-
ing in the same way he spent his fi rst moments on 
campus: listening. He’s met with faculty, parents, 

alumni and students to prepare for what he calls 
the “perfect opportunity.”     

“I think it’s really cool that somebody that high 
profi le went here, but I actually think it’s more im-
portant that we send the message to people who are 
thinking about coming here: What you get when you 
come here is you’re going to be challenged and sup-
ported to become the best version of yourself that 
you can be,” Kronk said. “We’re here to meet the 
students where they are. Know who they are. Chal-
lenge them to grow in a way that is authentic to who 
they are. Then the rest will take care of itself.”
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Kronk succeeds Michael Kennedy as La Lumi-
ere’s seventh head of school. He offi cially took over 
the reins this past summer.

Kronk’s coffee mug has red block letters that say: 
“Don’t be a Jerk.” Although he presents a fastidi-
ous manner — his hair is neat and trim, his clothes 
bright and immaculate — he is open, funny and en-
gaging. His approach to life and family mirrors his 
thoughts on education: the focus is growth.

“If every organization could establish feedback 
seeking behavior as a norm,” he said, “it would just 
make people happier human beings. It would also 
increase the odds of getting more done.”

He discusses teaching as an organic process that 
doesn’t ignore results, but is rooted in capitalizing 
on effort equally to the endgame. He is an ethicist, 
acutely aware actions must align with messages.

“As a parent, or as someone who is running a 
school, a lot of my impact is going to fl ow from who I 
really am,” he said. “It’s not what I say. It’s who I re-
ally am and what I do, and my children watch that, 
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Adam Kronk chats with students on campus. Photo by Bob Wellinski

our students watch that, our faculty and staff watch 
that, so I think if I’m not working on being the best 
version of myself, then, low odds that my behavior 
is going to illicit that in others.”

Kronk majored in English literature at Notre 
Dame. “Always very practical,” he jokes.

He pursued literature out of love and did not fo-
cus on the career it would land him, which began 
with teaching in the Detroit area, where he attend-
ed high school.

“I love high school,” Kronk said, calling it “the 
magical age where you can have an incredible im-
pact on somebody’s life trajectory, you know? You’re 
starting to formulate your own ideas, you’re start-
ing to become your own person, you still have some 
idealism and you still have that ability to emulate 
and be shaped by your teachers.”

Later, Kronk rejoined Notre Dame to work with 
its study abroad programs. Based in Dublin, Ire-
land, but with freedom to travel, he helped col-
lege students conduct service work in communities 
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where they were studying. In summer, he’d return 
to South Bend. On a whim, he decided to take on an 
additional AmeriCorps role with the Center for the 
Homeless.

“I thought, if I’m going to be a writer, I need to 
learn more about people who aren’t like me,” he 
said. “Yes, I’m here to serve the homeless, but it was 
kind of a selfi sh motivation: I want to learn a bunch 
of stories and meet a bunch of people.”

Indeed, Kronk met many people there, including 
the woman who would become his wife, Jacqueline. 
During that time, he also returned to Notre Dame 
to earn his Master of Nonprofi t Administration de-
gree. After a handful of years, he rose to chief oper-
ating offi cer with the Center for the Homeless.

“That’s kind of where I cut my teeth on leading an 
organization,” he said.

After receiving his master’s degree, Kronk and 
his wife wanted to go “essentially save the world.” 
He called the sentiment “very self-important and 
naïve.” The couple, who had been married for two 
years, joined a nonprofi t that worked with “brutally 
under-resourced” areas in rural Cambodia.

Kronk noted many groups start their own schools 
in developing countries, but a recurring problem oc-
curs when funds stop.

Adam and his wife, Jacqueline.

“When you get involved in development work,” he 
said, “you have to constantly be asking yourself, am 
I being responsible about what I’m starting here? Is 
it going to continue? So, instead of running our own 
schools, we tried to work with existing schools and 
try to surround them with more resources and get 
more community investment into the schools.”

It was tough to build momentum, but Kronk loved 
it, saying he learned how to do things the right way.

“Maybe the best thing I learned there, and I think 
I bring with me into this job is, you can’t come in 
with your own plan for a place. You can’t,” he said. 

Continued on Page 4

SPIKING/TOPPING/SUMMER OAK WORK
All the above practices are not acceptable for the long term 
health of your trees.  Most of the work we do is educating our 
fellow tree lovers in the proper care of their trees.  Improper 
tree care from uneducated workers will cost thousands of 
dollars.  If your tree company is not ISA certifi ed, consider 
giving us a call to talk to you about proper tree care.

• Tree Pruning
• Landscape consultation

• Plant health care
• Disease Diagnostics

• Removal and replanting
• Stump Grinding

If you would like to know more about how arboriculture 
can enhance your property, call me for a consultation.

Christian Siewert MI-0549A
ISA Certifi ed Arborist on staff

C & A Arborists
269-756-2571

www.treephilosophy.INFO E-mail:  treephilosophy@yahoo.com

Arboriculture is an art with a basis in botanical 
knowledge.  If your “tree service” is not ISA certifi ed, you 

may be missing the knowledge that is so important for 
proper tree care.
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“It’s more about sitting down with leaders, children 
and various people and talking with them about 
their life and identify, what’s lacking and help them 
obtain it.”

Kronk and his wife moved back to South Bend to 
start a family. Another opportunity had arisen at 
Notre Dame. The consulting fi rm Deloitte made a 
gift to start a center from scratch that was going to 
positively impact business practices. Kronk would 
be in charge.

“I think people want to do the right thing,” he 
said. “If you’re put into a bunch of situations where 
you’re going to be pushed in that way, you’re just de-
creasing the odds of you doing what you want to do.”

Adam poses in his offi ce on the La Lumiere campus. 
Photo by M.D. Cunningham

Kronk said he was fortunate to be teaching busi-
ness ethics during this time as well.

“I was teaching college students, but mainly 
working with executives who were mid-career,” he 
said. “It’s not that it’s a lost cause by the time you’re 
45. It’s just that, from an ethical perspective, it’s a 
much more effi cient process to plant the seeds ear-
lier on.”

Kronk always felt like the best job he had was as 
a high school English teacher.

“For me, high school, that’s the age — that’s what 
I am supposed to be doing with my life is working on 
that experience, and this place,” he said. “So, it’s got 
these three pillars: character, scholarship and faith, 
because it overtly picks out character. That was a 
big draw for me. Character formation will happen 
whether or not you’re trying, but you may as well be 
really intentional about it.”

To Kronk, now the father of three boys, a salient 
feature of La Lumiere is the culture.

“Having worked with businesses and Fortune 
500 companies and looking at their culture, how 
powerful culture is as a motivator, as a driver of 
behavior…there’s something about the culture here 
that struck me that the students themselves per-
petuate,” he said.

“In high school, it’s hard enough to be comfort-
able in your own skin when you’re an adolescent. 
Usually, you have this crowd and that crowd and 
various pressures that exist. Here, it really doesn’t 
feel like that, and I think to release that pressure, 
it’s so helpful for the students to just be themselves. 
It increases the odds that they grow into a version 
of themselves that’s more genuine.”

Adam celebrates with two of his sons.

Always LearningAlways Learning Continued from Page 3 Continued from Page 3

Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
219-778-2568 • www.smallsgardencenter.com

Find Us On Facebook Free Estimates

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Free Complete Landscape Estimates

Residential & Commercial Landscape Design
Patios, Retaining Walls, Water Falls, Excavating,

Driveway, Site Preparations,
Pond & Small Lakes 1/2-7 Acres

WE DELIVER
Decorative Stone, Washstone, Limestone, Slag, 

Mulch, Topsoil, Flagstone Outcropping, Pavers & 
Boulders. Sale on Topsoil & Mulch - 

Call for Prices

Landscaping
by

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
& Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

END OF SEASON FALL SALE
40% OFF

LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, 
SHRUBS, EVERGREENS & MORE!

30-50% OFF
IN STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR 
LIVING, PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

1551 E. U.S. 20
LA PORTE
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From city to country and everything in-betweenWE HAVE 
YOUR STYLE!
Sofas, Sofa Sleepers, 
Loveseats, Sectionals, 
Accent Chairs, Rockers, 
Recliners and Ottomans

Occasional Tables,
Entertainment Units,
Storage Units, Lighting,
Rugs and Accessories

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
1106 E US HWY 20, Michigan City

www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035

Mon. - Friday. 9:30 - 6, Sat. 9 - 6 Sunday 12 - 4

Larkinhurst          
           Rocker 
           Recliner

Larkinhurst Sofa and Loveseat shown with Sandling Occasional Tables - Queen Sleeper available

Vennilux Nesting End Tables

Braxlin 
Loveseat 

Vennilux 
Cocktail 
Table

Vennilux 
Console      

Table

Vennilux Round 
End Table

Braxlin 
Swivel Accent 
Chair

Braxlin Sofa Chaise  
               (Queen Sleeper 
                 available)  

Laryn Sofa
(Queen Sleeper available)

Laryn Loveseat

  Laryn 
Chaise

Laryn 
Accent Chair

Veldar Cocktail, Chairside and End Tables

Idonburg TV Stand

Saleema
  LampKylen 

LampSelbea
Floor
Lamp

Larkinhurst Sectional
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waste of time and camera.
Shots of commuter train windows, like “Talk-

ing”? Really? What a squandering of the dynamic 
possibilities of the camera. But wait, art sometimes 
shows us the essential underneath the everyday. 
Sure enough, the ability of the camera to capture 
subtle light and shadow reveals something going on 
in the faces of the “faceless” commuters.

“My work explores the human condition and the 
contemporary American experience by examining 
the public and private spaces where our interaction 
with each other and with nature reveals our collec-
tive culture or individual state of mind,” Shick says.

About his series, “The Commute,” he states, “Dur-
ing the commute we can be who we truly are, which 
is revealed by our daily routines and habits. Is our 
identity shaped by these habits, or are our habits 
determined by our lifetime of experience?”

Some of his photographs, such as “Tagged,” leave 
even more room for interpretation.

A key way to look at art is to appreciate what the 
artist was allowed to do. Not “allowed” as in censor-
ship, but allowed by the medium he chose. Just as a 
song played on a harp projects, or “allows,” different 
qualities from a song played on a trumpet, so the me-
dia involved in these exhibits projects unique quali-

ties. The artists have used their 
media to give a fresh, new slant to 
that which is around us continual-
ly: subtle tones of photography to 
go against the boredom of the com-
mute, strong shapes to emphasize 
a less pretty view of nature.

So also the galleries in which 
their work is shown present some-
thing fresh: new treasures in old 
places.

nature to be reborn.
Photographer Kevin Shick’s work 

at the depot comes to our area from 
the Union League Club of Chicago 

and Catherine Edelman Gallery. The photographs 
go against expectations. Unlike woodcut prints with 
their sharp contrasts and defi nite shapes, photog-
raphy allows the artist millions of soft grays. Yet 
Shick’s photos might at fi rst strike the viewer as a 

Old Places Reveal New Treasures
What joy to fi nd new treasures in 

old places!
The Ellen Firme Gallery and 

Beverly Shores Depot Museum and 
Gallery are housed in buildings long part of the 
community. Now, they give us new art experiences.

Firme Art Supply on West U.S. 12 has been in 
Beverly Shores since the mid-1960s. Its Michigan 
City store has been in various locations for about 
20 years. The gallery opened about three years ago 
and is “open to a wide variety of media,” owner Leo 
Firme says. “The crux is whether the piece can move 
the viewer’s eye. Or more, their mind’s eye.”

The depot was a train station built by the South 
Shore Line in 1929. Local efforts resulted in it be-
ing included on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1989 after it was slated to be torn down. It 
then was restored, reopening in 1998 as the Beverly 
Shores Depot Museum and Art Gallery.

A short trip on U.S. 12 to these new-again ven-
ues, less than a mile apart, brings 
together contrasting art experiences 
of the area. In one gallery, there is a 
show about nature, the other reveals 
the commute on steel rails in met-
al cars that so many make. What’s 
compelling about these contrasts is, 
each goes against what we expect, as 
art often does.

Corey Hagelberg’s prints at the 
Firme Gallery draw on nature.

Ah, nature.
Shots from National Geographic 

and paintings of scenery come to 
mind. Not so here. Hagelberg’s prints 
are not soft and lovely, but assertive 
and passionate. The prints are chock 
full of the aggressive energy of na-
ture, as in “Tree.” The unrelenting 
strength of nature is exposed.

The artist brings that same en-
ergy to ecology and environmental 

causes, as in “Ecology of the Dunes,” 
which states, “Young dunes being born, becoming an-
cient shores. Lines being embraced by North South 
East Western species. One plant community creates 
the next ideal conditions for the 
next plant democracy.” Hagelberg 
says, “Much of the natural beauty 
of this area was destroyed in the 
name of progress. Yet, as the lake 
and the wind move sand onto the 
shore, new dunes are formed. It 
is this symbol of ‘rebirth’ that in-
spires my work.” The stark shapes 
and movement in his prints cer-
tainly do call forth the power of 

If You Go
• The Depot Museum and Gal-

lery, 525 Broadway, Beverly 
Shores. Hours: 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Friday through Sunday 
through Oct. 31.

• The Ellen Firme Gallery, 92 
W. U.S. 12, Beverly Shores. 
Information: (219) 874-4003.

Art&About
Robert Stanley

Corey Hagelberg’s 
“Birth of Ecology.”

Kevin Shick’s “Tagged.”
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Local Presence Strong in Dunes Blowout 2016
by Kayla Weiss

Local residents, including fourth-grad-
ers from Pine Elementary Magnet School 
for the Arts, will play a key role in Dunes 
Blowout 2016: A Festival of Performance 
and Ecology.

The event on Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 
24-25, is planned at West Beach in honor of 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore’s 50th 
anniversary. Save the Dunes is partnering 
with the National Park Service for the two-
day event that pays homage to the Dunes Pageant 
of 1917, which helped bring national attention to 
saving the dunes, and commemorates the National 
Park Service centennial, Indiana’s bicentennial and 
the Indiana State Parks centennial. 

The 1917 pageant united artists, scientists, ar-
chitects, humanitarians and musicians to show 
how much the dunes meant to people from differ-
ent walks of life. This year’s event will do the same, 
with a full lineup of performances. 

That includes David Hoppe, who wrote the play 
“Sacred Sands,” inspired by Ron Engels’ book of the 
same title. A Long Beach-area native, Hoppe was 
active in the community, especially with Michigan 
City Public Library, where he created the still thriv-
ing Writing Out Loud program. Hoppe and his wife, 
Melli, moved back to the area three years ago and 
almost immediately became involved in the festival. 

“It’s a wonderful intellectual history of the move-
ment to save the dunes, going back to the turn of 
the century, and all of the different groups that have 
come together in an effort to save the dunes,” David 
Hoppe said. “In many ways, my piece is an homage 
to the book and very openly recognizes that his book 
is an inspiration.” 

With a cast of 14, Hoppe and director John Green 
have combined poetry with documentary evidence 
found in the books, as well as an original dramatic 
scene between two political rivals who were at odds 
about whether the dunes should be saved. Since 
joining the project, Green has added some addition-
al pieces to the play, including a gospel choir from 
Gary. 

“This has been a very gratifying experience,” Da-
vid Hoppe said. “The Dunes — really all of North-
west Indiana — has been a very important part of 

my life, and being able to participate in a 
retelling of this story is truly a great privi-
lege.” 

Also part of the lineup is the fourth-
grade class from Pine Elementary. Working 
closely with the students is Melli Hoppe, a 
teaching artist with the organization Arts 
for Learning. Having also grown up in the 
area, Melli immediately joined the Save the 
Dunes board when she and David returned 

to the area, also becoming active in the festival.  
“After having been away from the area for more 

than two decades, when we moved back, I didn’t re-
ally know anyone,” Melli Hoppe said. “I’ve met a lot 
of wonderful new people by being a part of Save the 
Dunes, and it’s been so great to work with them.”

Pine’s fourth-graders have been hard at work to 
prepare for the event. They’ve been learning about 
the Dunes for more than a year and worked on 
countless dunes-related projects, including writing 
original poetry about the dunes. At the festival, they 
will perform dances based on the poems they wrote 
about the dunes, arranged by Melli Hoppe, and to 
music composed by Melli’s brother, Dan Schaaf.

“The students are so excited to be a part of this,” 
she said, “and they know how important it is. It’s 
truly incredible to see.”

Other entertainment at the festival includes:
• Indiana Ballet Theatre dancing on the beach in 

the historic style of the 1917 pageant.
• South Shore Dance Alliance in an original contem-

porary ballet depicting the struggles of the dunes, 
with music by Indiana native Kenneth Ware.

• No Exit Performance, Indianapolis, with a fam-
ily friendly ecology-based adaptation of familiar 
fairy tales.

• Emerson Jazz Tornadoes in a musical perfor-
mance.

• Patti Shaffner with an original song about the 
dunes and an interactive improvisational singing 
circle.

• Serena Sutliff of Westchester Township History 
Museum presenting the history of the 1917 pag-
eant.

• The Duneland Plein Air Painters.
Visit tinyurl.com/gs3k6q8 for more details.

David Hoppe

Beach Glass Cafe
Homemade pastries, sandwiches, salads, and wraps. 

2411 St. Lawrence Ave, Long Beach 
www.beachglasscafe.us 

 
Sherman’s ice cream  
Intelligentsia coffee Friday, Saturday & Sunday 7 am - 8 pm
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TOWN | COUNTRY | BEACH REAL ESTATE SPECIALISTS

1010 N. Karwick Rd
Michigan City, IN 46360

219-872-4000
FAX (219) 872-4182

T

WE SPEAK TECH!

@MerrionRealty

www.MerrionRealty.com

HABLA ESPANOL 

4701 Westgate Way, Shoreland Hills
NEWLY LISTED! • $239,000

3 bedrooms, 1.75 baths, only 1.5 blocks away 
from Lake Michigan shores!

Text/Call Cari Adams @ 219-898-5412

305 Westwood Drive, Shoreland Hills
$269,500

3-bedroom, 1.75-bath ranch home with finished 
basement

Text/Call Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680

225 Lady Lane, Michigan City
$350,000

4-bedroom, 2-bath brick ranch on Lake Mary

Text/Call Diana Hirsch @ 219-873-6575

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1 - 3 PM

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1 - 3 PM

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1 - 3 PM

1808 Lake Shore Drive, 
Long Beach

NEW PRICE! $949,000
Mid-century design home on 
beach side of Lake Michigan 
built in 1969. Inspiring views. 
Must see to appreciate.

Text/Call Regie Palella @ 
219-898-6341

1616 Lake Shore Drive
$1,450,000

6-bedroom, 4-bath, 3-level 
lakefront home 

Text/Call Tricia Meyer @ 
219-871-2680

309 Beachwalk Lane
$87,000

Large lot in Beachwalk across 
from Lake Kai!

Text/Call Gail Mathews @ 
219-221-0524

Stop 13 Lake Shore Drive
BUILDABLE LOT 

$146,500
Build your dream home on this 
hillside Lake Shore Drive 40 x 
150 lot at Stop 13 with beach 
access and Lake Michigan 
views!

Text/Call Tricia Meyer @ 
219-871-2680

225 Beachwalk Lane
$629,000

3 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3-car garage. Unique 
Beachwalk home

Text/Call Diana Hirsch @ 219-873-6575

2507 Shorewood Drive, Long Beach
$434,900

4-bedroom, 2.5-bath Long Beach home with 
screened-in porch!

Text/Call Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680

1615 Lake Shore Drive 
NEWLY LISTED! • $539,000

3-bedroom, 2-bath hillside raised ranch ~ Lake 
Michigan views!

Text/Call Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680
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Herrbach Family

BLUE SPRUCE ALPACAS
OPEN HOUSE
6276 W. Bleck Road

LaPorte, Indiana  46350
(219) 874-5581 • (cell) 873-5900

Saturday, October 15th, 2016
10:00 a.m.  -  4:00 p.m.

ALPACA PRODUCTS: socks, hats, scarves, 
throws, dryer balls,

alpaca yarn (from our alpacas) natural colors

    

FFull  Menu Breakfast  
Our full service Breakfast every Saturday & Sunday  

 

Service begins at 8:00 thru 1:00 
 

DunelandBeachInn.Com 
3311 Pottawattamie Trail, Duneland Beach, IN 

219.874.7729 

LLuxurious Lodging && Casual Fine Dining  
Come and experience our beautifully restored 1920’s Inn, 

steps away from the private Duneland Beach on Lake 
Michigan. Our elegant Guest rooms, Dining rooms, Bar and 

Patio offer you an unparalleled atmosphere to relax and 
enjoy an outstanding meal prepared by Chef Lisa 

LaFortune and her staff.  

Dinner Hours: 
Sun – Thurs. 5 to 

9 
Fri & Sat – 5 to 10 

Open Monday 

Schedule 
your Holiday 
Parties Now 

Opentable 
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1819 LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
Long Beach, Indiana

5 BEDROOMS, 2.2 BATHS

OFFERED AT: $795,000

2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 
Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Previews International and the Coldwell Banker Previews International logo are registered 
and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and 
are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

LINE MULLINS
708-790-3676

line.mullins@cbexchange.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

CHARMING BEACH HOME just across from STOP 19 where 

the beach is just a few steps away and the views of Lake 

Michigan are beautiful. Completely rehabbed with wood floors, 

high ceilings, new bathrooms and kitchen, too many updates 

to mention. Gather your whole family there’s plenty of space for 

everyone and enjoy the sunsets from your outdoor deck while 

sipping your favorite glass of wine after a long day at the beach. 

5 large bedrooms and 4 bathrooms makes this the perfect beach 

cottage. Move in, relax and enjoy this superb turn key option home.

3000 NORTHMOOR TRAIL 
Long Beach, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS, 2.5 BATHS

OFFERED AT: $899,000

JUST LISTED

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH

9AM-12PM

 Open House!

 Sat, S
ept 2

4
th : 1

-3PM

 Open House!

 Sun, S
ept 2

5
th  10AM-12PM

2964 LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS, 3.5 BATHS

OFFERED AT: $1,575,000
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Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

Framing Station Closing Its Doors After 32 Years in Business
by Andrew Tallackson

The beginning of the 
end for any business is a 
melancholy affair.

Take The Framing 
Station, 911 Franklin 
St. Passing through its 
front door on any given 
day, you could feel the 
weight of the room, if 
that makes sense. Walls 
lined with South Shore 
posters, sunsets over 
Michigan City’s lake-
front, nature lushly 
recreated in acrylics on 
canvas. Lively conversa-
tions, and often laugh-
ter, fi lling the air.

Now, the walls con-
tain barren patches between framed pieces. Prints 
line the fl oor. Display racks sit empty. The stillness 
of the room emits a quiet reminder that, by the 
month’s end, The Framing Station will be no more.

After 32 years in operation, owner Jo Ann Finney 
is retiring, embarking on other projects and spend-
ing more time with family. The building has been 
sold, as well as its contents. What becomes of the 
site remains to be seen, but Finney, always forth-
right and no-nonsense, appears more at peace than 
outright sentimental.

“I’m ready for the next page of my life,” she said, 
briefl y relaxing amid preparations to close the place.

“It’s been fun. People come in to say they enjoyed 
coming in here, or that they’ll miss coming in here. 
That makes me feel good.”

Indeed, The Framing Station has been more than 

just a gallery. Long be-
fore downtown Michigan 
City reinvented itself as 
a hub of creative inspira-
tion, individuals shared 
theirs works with the 
community through 
Finney’s enterprise. Art-
ists ranging from Dana 
Dabagia and Neil Ki-
enitz to Wendy Kermen 
and The Beacher’s own 
Janet Baines displayed 
new creations on the 
walls of The Framing 
Station. Then, there 
were the days when Sal-
ly Golightly would coor-
dinate silent auctions 

benefi tting Michiana Humane Society, artists con-
verging at the gallery to enthusiastically unveil the 
latest theme to the public.

And, of course, there were the many customers 
who stopped by simply for the conversation.

“This is where I see everyone in town, and such 
a variety of artwork,” said Jennifer Willey, who has 
worked at The Framing Station for 16 years.

It all began with Finney, a native of New Alba-
ny, Ind., who moved to the area in 1975 when her 
husband, George, was hired by Michigan City Area 
Schools as part of its adult education department. 
She fi rst took a job as a receptionist at the health 
clinic where Ivy Tech now exists, then was hired by 
Danner’s at Marquette Mall, where she learned the 
trade of framing and took an interest in it.

“I just enjoyed it,” she said of the process. “Each 

Jo Ann Finney stands amid the many South Shore 
prints at The Framing Station.
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piece is different. And, you 
could take the same piece 
and design it a lot of differ-
ent ways.”

When Danner’s closed, 
Finney embarked on her 
own, fi rst introducing The 
Framing Station in 1984 
with just a framing table 
in the back of a paint store 
across from the 11th Street 
South Shore station. The 
business expanded and one 
year later moved to Frank-
lin Street, where Home 
Matters now exists. Over 
time, Finney became a 
Certifi ed Professional Picture Framer through the 
Professional Picture Framer’s Association.

The business settled into its current home at 911 
Franklin St. in 1997.

Finney views what she and her staff achieved as 
a form of conservation, of protecting people’s art. 
In the process, a few surprises popped up over the 
years.

Once, for example, a woman brought in her grand-
parent’s marriage certifi cate. It was framed, but the 
woman wanted new glass for it. As Finney began 
the process to carefully take it apart, she discov-
ered beneath the marriage certifi cate a Currier & 
Ives print of Abraham Lincoln on his deathbed. She 
immediately called the woman, saying, “You need 
to see what I found.” The Lincoln print was sent 
to Chicago for restoration, the marriage certifi cate 
framed by Finney in something entirely different.

Finney also has relished watching Michigan 
City’s downtown reborn as the Uptown Arts Dis-
trict, Franklin Street now dotted with galleries, 
shops and, of course, Artspace Uptown Artist Lofts.

“There wasn’t much 
retail downtown, mostly 
lawyers and other profes-
sionals when we moved 
in here,” she said. “Now, I 
see people walking along 
the street. There are more 
things to stop and see, to 
take your time here.”

Finney and her husband 
will remain in the area, but 
will spend more time with 
their four grandchildren. 
Two live in Boulder, Colo., 
and two in Flat Rock, Mich.

So after 32 years as the 
driving force behind The 

Framing Station, what does Finney take away from 
it? It is the more emotional projects that resonate 
with her. Framing the ship manifest for a custom-
er’s ancestors when they arrived in America. Art 
uncovered in someone’s attic. A landscape painted 
by a German POW on the canvas used for a tent. A 
customer’s subsequent reaction, Finney said, is the 
best compliment anyone can receive.

“When they come in, and their eyes light up and 
they go, ‘Wow,’ that’s enough,” she said, a smile 
spreading across her face. “They don’t need to say 
anything else.”

Jennifer Willey (right) has been with 
The Framing Station for 16 years.

13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Michigan
(269) 695-6491 • www.fernwoodbotanical.org

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday • 12 noon to 6 p.m. Sunday (MI Time)

VISIT THE RAILROAD
 GARDEN

                    

                                              at the Schoolhouse Shop
278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304

 (219) 926-5001 Closed Tuesdays

Dune

  Clothiers
apparel for

men & women

NEWFALL ARRIVALS
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1026 N. Karwick Rd.
Michigan City, IN 46360

219-871-0001

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, September 25th 12:00 – 2:00

$1,625,000

Michele Cihak
219-861-2073

michelecihak@yahoo.com

BEACH OFFICE
1026 N. Karwick Rd.

Michigan City, IN 46360
219-871-0001

BREATHTAKING VIEWS and soothing sounds of Lake 
Michigan are waiting for you! Three levels of living 
feature five bedrooms and three and half baths. Over 
4,000 SF with two separate gathering areas make 
it comfortable to entertain family and friends in this 
beachfront get away. Two-car garage and plenty of 
parking for all your guests. Come see…live by the lake!

3040 LAKESHORE DRIVE, LONG BEACH 

 • Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

“Clash of the Lumberjacks” 
Two teams will duke it 

out in chopping, sawing, tree 
climbing, ax throwing and log 
rolling during “Clash of the 
Lumberjacks” on Saturday 
and Sunday, Sept. 24-25, at 
Hesston Steam Museum.

General Manager Ted Rita 
says the event complements 
the museum’s many other at-
tractions, which include a working turn-of-the-cen-
tury steam-powered sawmill with 60-inch diameter 
cutting blade. The museum also features a restored 
67-ton Shay logging locomotive that once operated 
in New Mexico and Oregon. 

Three lumberjack shows are scheduled each day, 
and one admission per person provides free entry to 
all three events. Show times are at 12:30, 2:30 and 
4:30 p.m.

The museum’s steam-powered sawmill will op-
erate periodically each day, while the three steam-
powered railroads will operate starting at noon 
each day.

Show admission is $10 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren 3-12. Train ticket fares are $5 for adults and 
$3 for children 3-12. A package that includes admis-
sion and four-ride train ticket is offered at the gate 
for adults or children.

Families can meet the lumberjacks between 
shows and get autographs. Sessions are 30 minutes 
after each show. Visitors can take blankets to sit on 
the museum grounds. 

Doc’s Soda Fountain will serve breakfast starting 
at 9 a.m. 

Hesston Steam Museum is located at 1201 E. 
County Road 1000 North. Visit www.hesston.org or 
call (219) 778-2783 on weekends for more details.

OPEN DAILY
16090 RED ARROW HIGHWAY • UNION PIER, MI 49129

269-469-1200 
WWW.PUMPERNICKELINN.COM

Journey to the oasis of
flavorful culinary delights

Amazing Breakfasts!
Award winning Soups & Chowders

World Class Gelato & Sorbet

Harbor Country’s Economical European Style B + B

THE PUMPERNICKEL INN

ANNUAL SALEANNUAL SALE
20% OFF20% OFF

FR • SA • SU • MO NOON-5 (MI) OR BY APPOINTMENTFR • SA • SU • MO NOON-5 (MI) OR BY APPOINTMENT
900 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, MI • 269-469-2742900 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, MI • 269-469-2742

ALL NEW LAMPSALL NEW LAMPS
incl. stained glassincl. stained glass
& LAMPSHADES& LAMPSHADES
in stock or special orderin stock or special order

Some Imports AvailableSome Imports Available

American MadeAmerican Made
SilksSilks

HardbacksHardbacks
BotanicalsBotanicals
RawhidesRawhides

Sale does not include jewelry, Lamp Repair or Vintage LampsSale does not include jewelry, Lamp Repair or Vintage Lamps
Please bring lamps to be shaded.Please bring lamps to be shaded.

Lampshade Specialty Shoppe

SALE ENDS 
SALE ENDS 

MONDAY, 
MONDAY, 

OCTOBER 3RD
OCTOBER 3RD
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4121 S. Franklin St.
219-874-2121

1026 N. Karwick Rd.
219-871-0001

Rick Remijas
GRI, CRS

Cell 773-908-1969
rremijas@hotmail.com 

Jeff Remijas
Cell 219-873-4085

jeffrey.remijas@gmail.com

T

www.c21middleton.com

1908 Somerset

Come fall into this gorgeous classic Long Beach home. Price reduced 
and ready to move. This spacious home 
has 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths. Beautiful 
hardwood floors throughout the main level. 
Steps to Stop 19 and Stop 20 beaches. 
Come enjoy all that Long Beach has to 
offer.

1604 Blinks Avenue

This charming cottage can be your perfect fall retreat from the city or your 
permanent getaway. Nestled on top of a 
dune in a quiet alcove of Long Beach. A 
short walk to the beach at Stop 16.   

306 Northbrook

Easy beach living, and look at the price! This deal won’t last. 3 bedrooms 
and space for entertaining with two 
fireplaces. Large lot that is blocks away 
from the association beach. Best deal in 
Shoreland Hills! 

2500 Lakeshore Drive

Build your dream. 80 feet of beautiful beach located in the heart of Long 
Beach! Topographical survey available. Call Rick for details: (773) 908-
1969

$374,900

$285,000

$179,000

$895,000
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Long Beach School Sixth-Grade Class Holds Reunion
Editor’s note — The following article was submitted by Steve Bradford.

Members of the Long Beach School sixth-grade 
class of 1967 met Sept. 9-10 for a reunion, with 
some traveling from as far away as California.

Everyone feels a strong bond to this school and 
community. We feel so fortunate to have grown up 
in Long Beach.

The festivities started Friday night at Swingbel-
ly’s, followed Saturday by a tour of the former Long 
Beach School and later dinner at Long Beach Coun-
try Club. A beach party was canceled due to rain.

Present for Saturday’s dinner was Joan Elizabeth 
Blanchard, Stop 14, Lake Shore Drive. The fourth-
grade class in 1964 was her fi rst as a new teacher. 
She recently retired after 48 years of teaching. She 
sang to her class, just as she did in 1964.

Pictured here during the tour are (from left start-
ing with back row) Keith Robbins, Linda Ragosta, 
Susan (Minshall) Thomas, Monna O’Brien, Debi 
(Spencer) Curtis, Kim (Waldron) Millhorn, Gina 
Gilmore, Janice Johnson, Bert Carstens.  First Row, 
Pat (Kerr) Rawling, Steve Bradford, Becky (Ham-
mond) Natale, Barbara (Anderson) Carter and 
Stephan Strang.

Class members present, but not pictured, in-
clude John Stark, Gail (Miller) Blubaugh, James 
Clark, James Pendergast, Stephen Westphal, Sally 
(Krentz) Finck, John Hoskam and Daryl Heiser.

Debbie (Steele) Semla of the Long Beach Histori-
cal Society hosted the tour of the former school.



September 22, 2016 Page 17
THE

ONE MAGNIFICENT LIFE  |  KOENIGRUBLOFF.COM

SOLDONHarborCountry
When it comes to Harbor Country, KoenigRubloff agents are experts on Harbor 
Country real estate. Why trust anyone else? Put the power of KoenigRubloff to work 
for you. KoenigRubloff.com 

Please visit at 30 West Buffalo Street, New Buffalo, Michigan 49117 

Beautiful wooded lot close to Lake MI with 
a good-size building site.  $84,900

GARY HARDINA  269.469.8300

30 COLUMBINE DR,   
SOUTH HAVEN

In the heart of The Ravines, Arnold Palmer 
designed, golf club.  $95,000

JASON  PIETRUCHA  269.469.8300

3490 PALMER DR,   
SAUGATUCK

Charming & pristine 3 br on corner lot. Fam 
rm w/wb fplc. New roof, furnace.  $185,900

TERRY C. VRAVIS  269.469.8300

405 S CHICAGO ST,   
NEW BUFFALO

Beautiful 4br/2.5ba across the street from 
the channel on Paw Paw Lake.  $209,000

SANTIAGO  MORENO  269.469.8300

4948 SHOREVIEW DR,  
COLOMA

Country home with city conveniences. 4 br, 3 
ba. Appx 9 acres, natural setting.  $260,000

BETTY RAMSEY  269.469.8300

10331 JERICHO RD,   
BRIDGMAN

A wonderful home in the country, close to 
the Michigan-Indiana border.  $279,000

BETTY BIERNACKI  269.469.8300

10244 N 400 EAST,   
LAPORTE

Weko Dunes  4 br, 4 ba condo in Bridgman, 
MI. Contemporary split level.  $335,000

BETTY RAMSEY  269.469.8300

9785 WEKO DR,   
BRIDGMAN

Cottage Creek Townhomes !! Comes Fully 
Furnished.  $429,900

RONALD A. MORALES  269.469.8300

18002 SIMA DR A,   
NEW BUFFALO

This 4 bdr, 2 bath home is perched on this 
beautiful lot with spectacular views.  $699,000

ROB GOW  269.469.8300

619 MARQUETTE DR,   
NEW BUFFALO

NEW LISTING

Your sunsets, deer and great blue herons 
are waiting for you!  $699,000

ROB GOW  269.469.8300

623 MARQUETTE DR,   
NEW BUFFALO

NEW LISTING

Build your dream home on this beautiful 
lot that has spectacular views!  $699,000

ROB GOW  269.469.8300

615 MARQUETTE DR,   
NEW BUFFALO

NEW LISTING

Immaculate 5 bedroom, 3 bath home within the 
gated community of Beverly Shores.  $739,900

GARY HARDINA  269.469.8300

7251 BEVERLY DR,   
SOUTH HAVEN

Beautiful 101+/-acres of land.   
$1,295,000

BETTY M. BIERNACKI  269.469.8300

9978 WILSON RD,   
NEW BUFFALO

Epitome of Lake living in the heart of Harbor 
Country. Just Steps from Lake MI  $1,395,000

CHARLES  HEAVER  269.469.8300

18360 FOREST BEACH DR,  
NEW BUFFALO

Grand Beach’s Golfmore Estates the per-
fect place for friends & family.  $1,599,000

ROB GOW  269.469.8300

46302 FAIRWAY DR,   
NEW BUFFALO

NEW LISTING

Rare 21 acre estate west of Rte 12 w/priv 
pond, wooded trails. 5 br, 4 ba.  $1,799,000

CHARLES HEAVER  269.469.8300

45 BRISTOL DRIVE,   
MICHIGAN CITY
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Grafton Michigan City Mural

The full scope of the mural.

In commemoration of Michigan City’s 180th anni-
versary of incorporation, area residents have a rare 
opportunity to view the Robert Grafton mural from 
3 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24.

Southern Shore Art Association is sponsoring the 
viewing.

The mural is hung in the entryway to the Elston 
Performing Arts Building, 1200 Spring St. Genera-
tions of Michigan City high school students knew the 
mural well, as it dominated the wall of the Elston 
High School study hall 
until 1979, when it was 
removed for restoration. 
In 1984, the mural was 
rehung in the remodeled 
Elston Middle School.  
Since the school’s closing, 
the mural is not generally 
available for viewing.

Painted by well-known 
artist Robert Grafton, the 
mural is one of Michigan 
City’s artistic and histor-
ic treasures. The 32-foot 

long painting with two side panels depicts the in-
dustry, commerce and natural setting of Michigan 
City. A major feature is the great sand dune known 
as Hoosier Slide, stretching across two of the panels. 
Populated by fi shermen, dockworkers and Native 
Americans, the painting romantically illustrates 
life on the Lake Michigan waterfront in the 1830s.

The mural was painted in the 1930s with fi nan-
cial support from the local Rotary Club. Local school 
teachers and citizens served as models for the fi gures 

depicted in the painting. 
Grafton even included a 
self-portrait of himself 
as a gentleman walking 
with his daughter along 
the edge of the dune. 
Others who appear in 
the painting include A.J. 
Parsons, who taught his-
tory, and Lois (Redding) 
Parsons, who taught fi rst 
grade at nearby Central 
School, and Mr. Troyer.

The mural in its original location in Elston High School study hall.

Since 1950

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair
1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com

66 Years in Business 

READY TO SPRUCE UP YOUR HOME?
From Flooring (Carpet, Porcelain & Luxury Vinyl) to 
Window Treatments (Blinds, Shutters & Drapery),

We’ve Got You Covered!
NEW Styles, Colors and Textures To Choose From

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

225 West 5th Street, Michigan City, IN 46360
www.SacredDunesHealth.com

SacredDunesHealth@gmail.com
219.262.2670

MASSAGE • ACUPUNCTURE • YOGA
Mention this ad for 10% discount on any service (acupuncture/ massage)
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Look for the billboard at CR 1000 North and IN-39  GPS: 1201 East 1000 North LaPorte, IN 46350 Hesston Steam Museum

www.hesston.org/lumberjack

Lumberjack competition
September 24 & 25

Check out the video at:

See two world champion lumberjacks 
battle it out in chopping, sawing, tree 

climb, axe throwing, log rolling, and much 
more. The competition is real!

Guests can cheer on their favorite competitors 
(heckling is permitted too)!

Then ride 3 railroads including the 
Logging Steam Train & see the sawmill 

in operation.

Gates open at 8:30  
Lumberjack Breakfast All-You-Can-Eat buffet at the Soda Fountain 9:00 - 11:00 

Three lumberjack shows daily 12:30, 2:30 and 4:30 CDT.
 Autograph sessions will be 30 minutes after each show.

Admission to the grounds: Adults  $10  Children 3 - 12  $5 
Under 3 free (see as many shows as you wish)
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election of a justice of the peace 
and the naming of a postmas-
ter. The stagecoach was run-
ning through the town three 
times each week. There may 
have been a school, but there 
was no church building. The 
Episcopal congregation built 
the city’s fi rst church and the 
fi rst Trinity Episcopal Church 
building in 1836 — the same 
year as the city’s incorporation. 
A sketch of that building can be 
found in the Trinity archives.

Other church buildings soon 
followed as the city grew. Ac-
cording to Elizabeth Munger’s 
Michigan City’s First Hundred 

Years, the Methodists built their church in 1838 on 
a plot of land given by the city’s founder, Isaac C. 
Elston. Michigan City’s fi rst mayor, Willy Peck, was 
a founder of the fi rst Congregational church built in 
1843. Munger writes that in 1836, Roman Catho-
lic Bishop Brule of Vincennes also visited Michigan 
City and determined a mission be established. In 
1839, the Roman Catholics moved into a warehouse 
on the southeast corner of Second and Washington 
streets and fi tted it as a church.

By the 1850s, the religious zeal of the Second 
Great Awakening was past its peak. However, the 
movement helped provide the energy to make Mich-
igan City a worshiping community of many denomi-
nations and churches.

Michigan City’s fi rst settlers 
may not have brought much 
with them in the way of worldly 
goods, but one thing they car-
ried with them was their faith.

The 1830s were a time of mis-
sionary zeal and fervent evan-
gelism known as the Second 
Great Awakening. The move-
ment provided spiritual suste-
nance and moral justifi cation 
for the new settlers’ dominance 
over the unsullied nature be-
fore them.

One of those who carried the 
religious fervor into the wilder-
ness was an Episcopal priest, 
the Rev. Philander Chase.

On a cool spring day in 1834, nearly every per-
son in Michigan City gathered together. It wasn’t 
a sports event or even a party. It was a visit by 
Chase, who had called the community together to 
pray. Chase was on his way to Illinois to assume 
the position of Episcopal bishop. According to his 
memoirs, Chase relied on “a pair of fi ne horses, and 
the Quaker wagon” as his means of transportation 
down the St. Joseph River to the town of Niles, then 
on to Michigan City.

When Chase stopped here, the pioneer city was 
barely two years old. It was described by another 
1834 traveler quoted in The History of Michigan 
City by Oglsbee and Hale. Charles Cleaver stayed 
in the local tavern and wrote that in Michigan City, 
“The buildings consisted of one small brick tavern, 
a frame one opposite, a blacksmith shop and half 
dozen houses built in, on, above and below the sand. 
It then contained about fi fty inhabitants.”

Chase writes that he “preached the fi rst sermon 
ever delivered there from an Episcopal minister. This 
was in a large school-house, well fi lled with avid at-
tentive auditors.” Chase stayed long enough to pro-
vide pastoral care for a few residents and tour the 
already famous dunes along the southern shores of 
Lake Michigan.

Trinity Episcopal Church dates its founding to 
Chase’s 1834 Michigan City visit. By then, the city’s 
civic structure had been established through the 

A sketch from 1836 of Trinity Episcopal Church 
at Fourth and Pine streets.

Pioneers’ Religious Zeal Builds a City
by Matt Kubik

More About This Series
This year marks Michigan City’s 180th anni-

versary of incorporation, which will be celebrated 
Saturday, Oct. 1, at the Heritage Ball. The event 
starts with champagne with Mayor Ron Meer at 
Barker Mansion and continues to Barker Hall at 
Trinity Episcopal Church for food, drink and live 
entertainment. Historic costumes are encouraged. 
Tickets are $40 per person, available at Event-
brite.com, Barker Mansion, (219) 873-1520 or 
Barker Hall at (219) 874-4355. Proceeds benefi t 
preservation of the historic Barker buildings.

HOME LENDERTalk to your local

E X C E P T I O N A L  S E R V I C S E N S I B L E  A D V I C E ®

Member FDIC horizonbank.com

Mary Vrska
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950

NMLS# 586279

225 East Garfi eld Street, Michigan City
(219) 814-4985 • www.laportehabitat.org

Sizzling End of Summer 
Clearance

STORE HOURS
Wed, Thur, Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Experience the
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725 Franklin St. •  Michigan City • (219) 814-4226
Gift Cards Available • Seeking part-time/full-time servers

LUNCH
Mon.-Fri.: 11am-3pm

DINNER
Mon.-Thur.: 4:30-9:30pm

Fri: 4:30-10:30pm
Sat.: 11:30am-10:30pm

Sun: Noon-9pm

Japanese Restaurant 
& Sushi Bar •

 Beer, wine and saké
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Notre Dame School Celebrates New Garden, Outdoor Classroom
Editor’s note — The following article and photos were submitted by Notre Dame School.

As the sun rose, the rain poured, but the skies 
eventually cleared and the ground dried up just 
enough for  Notre Dame preschoolers to participate 
in “The Blessing of the Garden” on Sept. 8 with 
Bishop Donald Hying.

The project at hand was the school’s raised gar-
den and outdoor classroom. 

Last school year, Notre Dame Preschool Teach-
er Kate Bobillo received a $350 Unity Foundation 
grant. She also called on a few community members 
to help. Steve Radtke of Pioneer Lumber, for exam-
ple, was all in when he heard the plan, donating 
lumber to make two raised beds. County Commis-
sioner Michael Bohacek delivered and dumped do-
nated soil/compost. Notre Dame parents Mike and 
Nora Liss built the beds. Master Gardener Donna 

Vilser came out one morning to help Bobillo plant 
the garden. In four hours, everything was planted 
and ready to grow.  

Bobillo and her mini gardeners weeded, watered 
and loved the garden all summer. The herb garden 
proved successful, especially chives, oregano, pars-
ley, cilantro and basil. The students plan to make 
fresh pesto from the remaining basil.

In the same bed grows pickle-size cucumbers and 
beautiful fl owers. Sunfl owers grow high, zinnias 
stand proud and tall and shasta daisies and cone 
fl owers are perfectly perfect. In the other bed are 
tomatoes, green peppers, pumpkins, gourds, water-
melon and eggplant.

The teachers and students have learned so much 
about growing their garden. Google has been a 
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219.879.9140
312.343.9143 Phone: (219) 324-3058Phone: (219) 324-3058

Frmercantile@hotmail.comFrmercantile@hotmail.com
Bob Kiger 0754 S. Forrester RoadBob Kiger 0754 S. Forrester Road
Cell: (219) 608-9692 LaPorte, IN 46350Cell: (219) 608-9692 LaPorte, IN 46350

FORRESTER ROAD
MERCANTILE

� ANTIQUES  ANTIQUES � HANDCRAFTS  HANDCRAFTS � PRIMITIVES  PRIMITIVES � CANDLES CANDLES

beautiful thing. They asked it how to get a pump-
kin from green to orange.  The answer: Cut away 
the leaves blocking the sun, of course. Pumpkins 
need sun to ripen, just like the tomatoes. The leaves 
for these things are huge, and it seems Google was 
right! They are turning orange.  

The students have cut fl owers and delivered them 
to many friends at school. They have brought home 
fl owers to people they love. After harvesting, they 
have added the results to their snack for the day.

An added bonus is the outdoor classroom. Bobillo 
brought 20 stumps to school.  A preschool dad, Bren-
dan Duffner, offered to take them home and create 
things of beauty, which he did. Each stump looks 
gorgeous, and any person — big or small — can sit 
and enjoy the area. Thanks to Julie Godfrey, shade 
sails were installed to bring much-needed cover to 
the area. For extra seating, two benches were used 
from the big school playground. Those benches were 

made from recycled plastic caps. The Notre Dame 
School community saved caps for the project, and 
they are scattered throughout the property.

The entire school — preschool through eighth 
grade — participated in the Blessing. Everyone was 
thankful to Hying for visiting the outdoor haven 
and blessing it. Bobillo had a gift bag fi lled with to-
matoes, green peppers, cucumbers and a fl ower for 
guests. 

It was wonderful to see so many parents and 
grandparents present. When the blessing conclud-
ed, the entire Notre Dame School walked over to 
celebrate Mass with the Rev. Keith McClellan.

The garden will continue to grow this fall, and 
the children will continue to harvest as long as it 
allows them to. The excitement of the outdoor class-
room and the love of learning that will occur is im-
measurable.
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gathered throng in 
a tribute to those 
who lost their lives 
on Sept. 11, 2001. 
There was silence 
across the gardens 
as Taps was played 
to conclude the ser-
vice.

Hungry festival-
goers jostled good-
naturedly in line 
for a delicious re-
past served by the 
energetic and age-
diverse members of 
La Porte’s Sacred 
Heart Polish Coun-
try Kitchen. The 
lines were long, 
the sun bright on 
our heads, but ev-
eryone waited pa-
tiently, some danc-
ing and swaying 
in line to the beat 
of Ampol-Aires. 

Dancers swayed and stomped on stage to their fa-
vorite polkas as everyone settled in with a plate full 
of goodies and a cold polish brew.

In conjunction with the festival, the Polish Heri-
tage Association of Michigan City sponsors an essay 
contest each year for graduating seniors at North-
west Indiana high schools, asking, “What does your 
Polish heritage mean to you?” The answers this year 
were revealing, offering insight into the bond that 
holds the Polish people so close to their heritage, 

A Perfect Day for Polish Pride
by William Halliar

Editor’s note — Paul Kemiel took the photos of the festival, while the picture of George Neagu is by William Halliar.

Oh, what a day. A gloriously beautiful fall day!
Bells rang out across lush carpets of green lawns. 

Towering pines of every shape, description and 
variant of green embraced everyone as music fi lled 
Friendship Botanic Gardens and a spirit of Polish 
pride washed over the verdant landscape.

It was Sunday, Sept. 11, an anniversary never 
to be forgotten. A day to hold memories of families, 
friends and traditions closer.

This was also a day of celebration.
“Is everyone out there enjoying this day?,” Eddie 

Sienkowski, irrepressible leader of Ampol-Aires, 
called out as bells pealed and music of the Polish 
people fi lled the gardens.

Everywhere I turned, there were displays of Pol-
ish pride: family fun, laughter, music and the sizzle 
of Polish sausage. Young men and women strolled 
across fi nely manicured lawns in colorful tradition-
al costumes, the boys in pantaloons and polished 
boots. Girls twirled in long colorful skirts, spinning 
until their hems swirled high in the air like colorful 
blossoms, their hair braided and intertwined with 
laurels of fl owers in all colors of the pallet.

Together, young and old sang “The Blue Skirt 
Waltz” in unity and with great gusto.

It was a day meant for dancing!
Smiling people strolled past vendors displaying 

colorful scarves, amber jewelry, hammered brass, 
painted eggs and red T-shirts displaying slogans of 
Polish pride.

Traditions, language, faith, family and music 
bind the Polish community together for the annual 
fall festival in beautiful Friendship Botanic Gar-
dens. It was a day of fl ags fl ying at half-mast in re-
membrance of 9/11, yet it also was a day fi lled with 
exuberance for life.

As has become 
tradition, this glo-
rious September 
day began with a 
bilingual Catholic 
Mass. An overfl ow 
crowd gathered 
under the canopy 
of the wedding 
garden and spilled 
into adjacent spac-
es. Polo Nijna Ork-
iestra Ludowa (the 
Polish Folk Or-
chestra) breathed 
new life into the 
ancient words of 
the hymns the 
people sang. “Alle-
luia” voices raised 
in unison, “As an-
other day is dawn-
ing, to you sing 
the earth and the 
oceans.”

The Mass hav-
ing concluded, the 
20-piece brass and woodwind folk orchestra led con-
gregants out of the wedding gardens and down fl ow-
ered paths to the beat of traditional Polish marches. 
Music set the tone of the day as colorfully garbed 
members of Wesoly Lud, the “happy young people,” 
led everyone across the bridge over Trail Creek. 
They were drawn by the sights and smells of a wait-
ing traditional Polish feast.

The folk orchestra and color guard from the 
Michigan City High School Junior ROTC led the 

and makes them appreciative, contributing citizens 
of America, their much loved and adopted home.

“America is a land of opportunities, diversity, 
heritage and rich culture,” one young person wrote. 
From another: “I am happy about my heritage; it is 
a wonderful mixture of nationalities.”

The joy on the faces of the young people who per-
formed — singing and dancing — was expressed by 
one young person as he wrote, “Poland is not just 
where my family comes from. It is a part of my life, 
It is what I have known since I was little. It is who 
I am.”

Two groups of dancers graced the festival stage 
this year. Wesoly Lud, which is a group of young 
people who dance, sing and twirl, bringing life to 
the folk dances of Poland with color, joy and enthu-
siasm. The Polish School of Song and Dance added a 
live traditional orchestra to their performance and 
sang together with gusto, stomping and swinging 
across the stage with great vigor. In a day and age 
when it seems there is a gulf between young and 
old, such youthful dedication to the traditions of the 
homeland caused an inspired festival attendee to 
comment, “How refreshing it is to see young people 
carry on the language and traditions of Poland.” 
How refreshing, indeed!

A highlight was the 
presentation of two 
awards, the fi rst being 
the Polish Ambassa-
dor Award. It went to 
George Neagu for “per-
sistence and guidance 
in giving a supportive 
role in helping others, 
advancing ethnicity, 
equality and preser-
vation, especially in 
the Polish culture.” It 
was Neagu who sug-
gested the idea of a Pol-
ish Heritage Festival 
many years ago. Origi-

nally from Gary, he became interested in Interna-
tional Friendship Gardens when he and his wife, 
Jeanette, moved to Michigan City in 1979. The idea 
espoused by the gardens of “peace towards all na-
tions” intrigued him.

He and Jeanette became active members of the 
Gardens, and George eventually became vice presi-
dent of the governing organization. Although Ro-
manian by lineage, George has always supported 
cooperation and peace between all nationalities. He 
he especially enjoys seeing what Polish people have 
contributed to Michigan City. As a member of the 
garden board, he created a Romanian Garden, the 
largest in any public site in the U.S. He and Jea-
nette still enjoy working in that garden today.

Continued on Page 26
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A second award for 
heroism read, “With 
sincere appreciation we 
honor Brian Sadowski 
for his life-saving ac-
tions — June 27, 2016.” 
Brian saved the lives 
of four people from the 
waters of Lake Michi-
gan this summer. An 
ArcelorMittel employ-
ee, he and his wife, Mi-
chelle, like many of us, 
enjoy the Washington 
Park beach on a sum-
mer’s day.

Brian becomes vis-
ibly emotional when thinking of the lives he saved. 
The story of his fi rst rescue is recounted by Mi-
chelle: “We were walking on the breakwater to the 
lighthouse when I noticed a young boy obviously in 
trouble in the water.” Michelle recounts with great 
pride of her husband who, without second thought, 
jumped into heavy waves to pull the boy to safety, 
fi ghting riptides to bring him to shore.

It must be said of George and Brian that their 
wives took as much pride from their accomplish-
ments as they did.

A Perfect Day Continued form Page 25

John Leinweber, president of Friendship Botanic 
Gardens’ board, was on hand to greet festivalgoers. 
He and a staff of volunteers also “picked up” after 
the crowd and were surprised to fi nd the area re-
mained “neat and clean.” There was nothing to pick 
up as each person looked after his/her own trash. 
Perhaps, as observed in one of the award-winning 
essays, “Grandma was always passing on her ‘old 
country’ ways”...including cleaning up after your-
self. Indeed, traditions run deep.

Although there was a beer garden, and the gold-
en amber liquid fl owed freely throughout the day, 

Leinweber said there was never anything but good 
fun and laughter that accompanied the tradition of 
Polish beer.

As the day wound to a close, people were laugh-
ing, hugging and speaking Polish everywhere. Each 
person left the gardens fi lled with the joy of a per-
fect day, looking forward to next year’s festival on 
Sept. 17, 2017.

(Contact Janusz Duzinkiewicz at jduzinkiewicz@
pnw.edu or call (219) 785-5523 for more details on 
the 2017 essay contest.)
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ArcelorMittal Helps Safe Harbor Expand Robotics Program
ArcelorMittal has awarded a 

Community Investment Grant 
to Michigan City’s Safe Har-
bor afterschool program to help 
expand local robotics program-
ming.

The grant will help nearly 
triple the number of robotics 
teams available to local youth 
as part of afterschool enrich-
ment programming.

Safe Harbor has operated a 
robotics team at the high school 
level for the past fi ve years, and 
two robotics teams for fi fth- and 
sixth-graders during the past 
four years, Program Direc-
tor Sherri Silcox said, adding 
it now can offer one at the middle school level and 
three new teams at the elementary level for third- 
and fourth-graders. That pushes the total number 
of teams to eight.

“With these new teams,” Silcox said, “we have 
closed the afterschool robotics programming gap in 
the early elementary grades and in middle school.”

Of the grants, Jolice Pojeta, ArcelorMittal man-
ager of corporate responsibility and communica-

tions, said “We fi rmly believe in 
the many benefi ts students re-
ceive by participating in these 
afterschool activities.

“Such science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics op-
portunities are critical to pave 
the way for a successful future 
for these young people.”

Lead Michigan City Robotics 
Mentor Al Walus said expand-
ing the program complements 
its long-term goal of informing 
youth about STEM career op-
portunities.

“Research published by In-
diana University identifi es two 
critical factors that impact the 

choice of pursuing STEM careers: an initial expe-
rience that sparks an interest in STEM and then 
sustained STEM activities over time that maintain 
that initial spark of interest,” he said.

“The ArcelorMittal grant leverages the Safe Har-
bor afterschool program infrastructure to add age-
appropriate robotics programming in order to ini-
tiate and then maintain youth interest in possible 
STEM careers.”

High School Robotics Student Lillie Kessler teaches a 
Lake Hills elementary student how to write computer code.
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Traditions Come Alive

The Pottawatomi 
Native American 

Pokagon Band’s Drum 
and Dance Troupe 

performed Sept. 10 at 
Michigan City Public 

Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. The program, which 

highlighted their
musical traditions, was 

co-sponsored by La 
Porte County Genea-
logical Society as an 
Indiana Bicentennial 

Legacy Project. 
Photos by Paul Kemiel
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PNW Sinai Forum
Best-selling author Kel-

ly Turner will discuss her 
book, “Radical Remission: 
Surviving Cancer Against 
All Odds,” at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 25, in the Purdue Uni-
versity Northwest James B. 
Dworkin Student Services 
and Activities Complex.

The program is part of the 
Purdue University North-
west Sinai Forum. Doors 
open at 3 p.m.

Turner’s book summarizes her research into cas-
es of statistically unlikely cancer remission, called 
a “radical remission,” found during her decade of 
research. A radical remission occurs when someone 
heals from cancer without Western medicine, or 
after Western medicine has done all it can. Turner 
conducted research in 10 countries and analyzed 
more than 1,500 cases of radical remission. She will 
share her fi ndings of nine common healing factors 
that radical remission survivors use to help their 
bodies heal, and will outline the latest research in 
integrative oncology. She also is developing a nine-
part docuseries based on her research. 

A book signing will follow the PNW program.
Regular season tickets are $75. A $200 patron 

season ticket includes reserved section seating for 
all programs and exclusive receptions with the 
speakers before each program beginning at 2:30 
p.m. Students who show a valid school I.D. are ad-
mitted free to each program.

Tickets can be purchased by credit card online at 
www.pnw.edu/sinai-forum, or by cash or check at: 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.; 
Michigan City; Kabelin Hardware, 512 Andrew 
Ave., La Porte; and Porter County Community 
Foundation, 1401 Calumet Ave., Valparaiso.

The third speaker of the 2016 season is Lt. Col. 
Jason Amerine at 4 p.m. Oct. 23. Amerine will share 
his story of going from war hero to whistle-blower.
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DRAGONS ON STONE LAKE
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The staff at Dunebrook estimate 800 to 1,000 people turned out to view 19 teams compete in its annual 
Dragon Boat Races on Saturday, Sept. 10, on La Porte’s Stone Lake. While the numbers are still being tal-
lied, the funds raised aid Dunebrook’s mission to build stronger, healthier families, like the 300 families in 
six counties who benefi t from home visits. Winning in Division A, and proving the fastest team, was UPS. 
Division B went to Jumbalaya, which included representatives from Alcoa and Edward Jones/Tim Gart-
land. Division C went to Midwest Eye Consultants. The Spirit Award, bestowed on the team with the most 
energy, went to LifeVantage. All photos by Bob Wellinski
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Birth Announcement

John and Becky Tiedeman, Long Beach, re-
ceived a special gift June 22 when their fi rst grand-
daughter, Emily Elizabeth LaHayne was born. She 
weighed 7 pounds, 12 ounces.

Emily’s parents are former Beacher Abbey Tiede-
man-LaHayne and Ryan LaHayne, Harmony, Fla. 
Emily joins her 3-year-old brother, Andrew.

Paternal grandparents are Judy and Ross Brady, 
Pismo Beach, Calif., and Doug and Tammy La-
Hayne, La Porte. The great-grandparents are 
Beacher Jan Wildhart and the late John Wildhart.

Historical Trivia Night
A Trivia Night Fundraiser that tests player 

knowledge of Indiana and La Porte County is at 7 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, at La Porte County Histori-
cal Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

Questions range from the name of Belle Gunness’ 
handyman to the “King of Pop” from Gary. A maxi-
mum of eight people can complete a team or table. 
The cost is $10 per person, regardless of the team’s 
size. The fee also serves as museum admission. Res-
ervations are needed by calling (219) 324-6767 and 
will be taken until every table is full.

Refreshments will not be furnished, but par-
ticipants can take their own. No crock pots, open 
drinks or any other “messy” snack will be allowed. 
Small bags, wrapped items and canned drinks are 
encouraged and must remain at the team table.

Doors open at 6 p.m. Visitors are welcome to pe-
ruse the many displays.

Presented by the Historical Society, the event will 
help raise funds to buy a new LED highway sign. 
Also as a fundraiser, raffl e tickets for an American 
Girl Doll are for sale. They cost $1, or six for $5.

Senior Health Fair
Franciscan Alliance will host a senior health fair, 

complete with free health screenings, presenta-
tions, refreshments and giveaways, from 1 to 3:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 28, at Blue Chip Casino’s 
Stardust Event Center.

The schedule is:
• 1 to 2 p.m. — Free health screenings and area 

vendors.
• 2 p.m. — “Healthy Recipes” and “Exercise for Ev-

eryone” by Franciscan Omni Health & Fitness.
• 2:45 p.m. — “Pathway to Healthy Living” by Dr. 

Samuel West.
Registration is required. Call (800) 931-3322.

MELODY’S WHOLE 
HOUSE ESTATE SALE
Conducting Professional Estate Sales for 26 Years.

Fully Insured and Bonded. Family Owned and Operated

We offer professionally 
conducted estate, 

downsizing & moving 
sales done in your 

Home!

Call for your Free in HOME Evaluation

574.355.1500 MELODY
574.355.1600 TOM

574.753.8695 OFFICE

MKOLKE@AOL.COM 
www.melodysestatesale.com

“We LOVE what we do” ~ Melody



September 22, 2016 Page 33
THE

MCAS Superintendent Woman of Year
The Michigan City 

Women’s Commission 
will honor Michigan 
City Area Schools Su-
perintendent Barbara 
Eason-Watkins as its 
Woman of the Year 
at the annual “Cel-
ebrating Women and 
the Arts” fundraiser 
Friday, Oct. 7, at Up-
town Theater for the 
Performing Arts, 907 
Franklin St.

Eason-Watkins was chosen for her leadership in 
raising the level of education in the school district. 
She has led efforts to establish elementary magnet 
schools in the arts and Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math, and instituted programs for gift-
ed and talented students. She has spent her entire 
professional career working with schools, students, 
teachers, parents and community members to im-
prove the quality of public education.

Dinner and drinks start at 5:30 p.m., with the 
program at 6:30 p.m. Judy Jacobi, assistant vice 
chancellor of University Art Collections and Spe-
cial Programs at Purdue University Northwest, will 
serve as the evening’s honorary chair. The event 
also will showcase some of the area’s women artists, 
singers, musicians, dancers, poets, sculptors and 
photographers. 

Dinner is catered by Scartozzi’s. Tickets are $45, 
and reservations can be made at MichiganCity-
Women@gmail.com. Space is limited, so make res-
ervations by Sunday, Sept. 25. 

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
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Golf Outing to Benefi t Gardens
La Porte’s Briar Leaf Golf Club and the Briar 

Leaf Men’s Club will host a four-person scramble 
Friday, Sept. 30, to benefi t Friendship Botanic Gar-
dens’ continuing maintenance and revitalization.

The entry fee is $400 per foursome and an addi-
tional $20 to include a spouse for Portofi no’s prime 
rib dinner. The entrance fee includes golf, a cart, 
range balls, dinner and two tickets to a concert in 
the “Music Under the Stars” 2017 summer perfor-
mance series.

Players can win $1,000 in prize money (depen-
dent on the number of players). Other prizes include 
dinner, concert tickets and golf rounds.

Entrants must register by Friday, Sept. 23.
The event also features a Skin’s Game — sepa-

rate from main entry fee — and a hole-in-one con-
test. Call Briar Leaf, 3233 N. Indiana 39, at (219) 
326-1992 to enter.
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Gallery Showcases Photography
The Village Gallery in Valparaiso will feature 

“Through the Lens Naturally,” nature photography 
by Barb Lucas, through Oct. 27.

After a 37-year career in public education, Lu-
cas started photographing birds and nature. After 
learning about the decline of the Monarch Butterfl y, 
she began raising the butterfl ies at her Rensselaer 
home. This attracted other butterfl y species, and 
she became mesmerized by the distinctive mark-
ings captured by her camera.

The exhibit at The Village Gallery showcases im-
ages of birds and butterfl ies in fl ight and in their 
natural habitats. 

Lucas’ works have been on display at the Indi-
ana Dunes Birding Festival, Talltree Arboretum & 
Gardens and Prairie Arts Council Fine Arts Show. 
Lucas also presents nature programs at area librar-
ies, state parks, civic groups, arts organizations, 
Audubon Society and the Kankakee Sands Nature 
Conservancy.

The Village Gallery is located at Pines Village 
Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village Cir-
cle (off Calumet Avenue just north of Cumberland 
Crossing). Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Call (219) 465-1591 for details.

A Yellow Warbler featured in “Through the Lens Naturally.”

Monday Musicale
The public is invited to the inaugural meeting of 

Monday Musicale’s 2016-2017 season, which will 
celebrate Indiana’s bicentennial, at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 26, at First Presbyterian Church, 121 W. 
Ninth St.

The evening’s program, chaired by Felicia Thom-
as, is a musical tribute to Hoosier songwriters Cole 
Porter and Hoagy Carmichael. Porter (1891-1964) 
is best known as a Broadway composer/lyricist, cre-
ating songs such as “Begin the Beguine,” “I Get a 
Kick Out of You,” “It’s De-lovely,” “Night and Day” 
and “My Heart Belongs to Daddy.” Carmichael 
(1899-1981) composed numerous pop standards, in-
cluding “Stardust,” “The Nearness of You,” “Heart 
and Soul,” “Skylark” and “Georgia On My Mind.”

The performers include Ange Benz (vocals and 
dance), Frank Casorio (vocals and dance), George 
Maslankowski (vocals and clarinet), Thomas (vocals 
and trumpet), Karol Valek (vocals), Carrie Zerbe 
(vocals) and accompanist Lee Meyer.

The group also has added active members Can-
dace Archer (voice), Beverly Griffi th (keyboard), 
Anthony Holt (voice and keyboard) and Julie Littell 
(fl ute), as well as associate members Carol Lloyd, 
Donna Mitchell and Lewis Timberlake.

A social hour follows the program, with light re-
freshments provided by Kathy Chase’s hosting com-
mittee. There is no charge to attend, but donations 
to the club’s scholarship fund are appreciated. Con-
tact Benz at (219) 874-3754 or Sue Cassler at (219) 
362-1421 for more details.

Banned Books Week
Since 1990, the American Library Association’s 

Offi ce for Intellectual Freedom has recorded more 
than 10,000 book challenges. A challenge is a for-
mal, written complaint requesting a book be re-
moved from library shelves or school curriculum.

It is because of librarians, teachers, parents and 
students that most challenges are unsuccessful, 
and reading material like “I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings,” “Slaughterhouse Five” and the Harry 
Potter series remain available. 

The ALA and New Buffalo Township Library are 
sponsoring Banned Books Week on Monday through 
Saturday, Sept. 26 through Oct. 1. It is an annual 
celebration of the right to access books without cen-
sorship. This year’s observance commemorates “Di-
versity and Celebrating the Freedom to Read.”

New Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson 
St., will display banned books that celebrate diver-
sity on the main fl oor, and banned books for chil-
dren and teens in Youth Services. In Youth Services, 
patrons can take their “mug shot” with a banned 
book, and enter drawings for teens and children.

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING
(219) 363-9367 

4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

1010 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window fi lm

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window fi lm. 
All Films Reduce 99% UV
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Dancing Feet Yoga
Dancing Feet Yoga, 19135 W. U.S. 12, New Buf-

falo, Mich., is offering a four-week series on Felden-
krais Method starting from 6 to 7 p.m. EDT Friday, 
Sept. 23.

Visit www.dancingfeetyoga.com or call (269) 469-
1966 for more details.

Collages in Dimension
The Purdue University Northwest Odyssey Arts 

and Cultural Events Series will present “Collages 
in Dimension,” which features work by Michael 
Koscielniak, through December.

Koscielniak, Michigan City, describes his exhibit 
as a combination of collage and acrylic painting, 
created by spritzing an orange-peel organic house-
hold cleaner onto photos from National Geographic. 
After completing the several-step preparation pro-
cess, Koscielniak says he “looks at what the pages 
are saying to me,” according to a press release, and 
paints the pages, allowing his imagination to create 
subjects for the viewer to discover. 

After attending the Chicago Academy of Fine 
Arts, Koscielniak worked in advertising. Follow-
ing his service in the Army, he returned home and 
became an in-house graphics designer for World’s 
Finest Chocolate Co. in Chicago. His work has been 
exhibited in galleries throughout the Midwest.

The PNW exhibit, free and open to the public, is 
in the Technology Building’s  fi rst-fl oor, north-study 
area. Building hours are 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. Contact Judy Jacobi, assis-
tant vice chancellor of University Art Collections & 
Special Programs, at (219) 785-5593 or jnjacobi@
pnw.edu for more information.

13th Annual Scrabble Tournament
READ La Porte County Inc. will host its 13th An-

nual Scrabble Tournament on Thursday, Sept. 29, 
at Best Western Plus La Porte Hotel & Conference 
Center, 444 Pine Lake Ave., La Porte.

Two-person teams can compete in a two-round 
tournament. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., with the tour-
nament starting at 7 p.m. Arrive by 6:50 p.m. to 
participate in the lightning round. Prizes go to the 
top three teams. A silent auction is planned.

Early registration runs through Sept. 19 and 
costs $25 per player. Late registration runs Sept. 
20 through the tournament date and costs $30 per 
player. The registration fee includes appetizers, 
while a cash bar will be available.

A form is available at tinyurl.com/gorkp3o, then 
mail it to Mary Hedge: READ La Porte County Inc., 
904 Indiana Ave., La Porte, IN 46350. The form also 
can be scanned and emailed to readlaportecounty@
gmail.com Call (219) 325-0875 for more details.

MutualBank is pleased to 
make the introduction of 
Mortgage Lender, Cheryl 
Hamilton. With more than 
23 years of mortgage 
experience, Cheryl helps 
customers make quality 
loan decisions with which 
they can truly live.

Make your move by 
contacting Cheryl!

“My customers look to 
me to help them make 
a good decision on a 
loan that is tailored to 
their needs.”

Have We Met?

307 West Buffalo Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

Cheryl Hamilton
Mortgage Lender,
NMLS 436346

cheryl.hamilton@bankwithmutual.com

269.469.5552

269.325.0272
bankwithmutual.com
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• Bits & Bytes series, Emails Basics, from 1 
to 3 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22, in the Thomas Li-
brary Serials/Automation Department.

Registration is required by visiting or calling the 
IT Department at (219) 926-7696, or registering at 
www.wpl.lib.in.us. Click on the Bits & Bytes link.

• Graphic Novel Book Club from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22, in the Thomas Li-
brary Bertha Wood Meeting Room, 200 W. In-
diana Ave., Chesterton.

The focus this month is Alan Moore’s “Batman: 
The Killing Joke.” Register in person with the IT 
department or by phone at (219) 926-7696.

• Family Coloring from 5 to 7 p.m. Fridays 
at Hageman Library, 100 Francis St., Porter.

Materials are provided, but patrons can take 
their own. No registration is necessary.

• Rainbow Loom from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 23, at Thomas Library Children’s 
Department.

Children in grades 3-6 create rainbow loom brace-
lets. Looms and rubber bands are supplied, but par-
ticipants can take their own. Supplies are limited. 
Registration is required in person or by calling (219) 
926-7696.

• Children’s Movie, “Zootopia,” at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 24, at the Thomas Library 
Children’s Department.

The movie is rated PG. Free popcorn will be 
served.

• The Unnamed Guild of Gamers from 1 to 
5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 25, at Thomas Library’s 
Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

Events include a fi fth edition Dungeons & Drag-
ons campaign, as well as “Settlers of Catan” and 
“Pandemic.”

• In-be-TWEEN Book Club from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 26, at the Thomas Library 
Children’s Department.

Aimed at tweens 9-12, the fi rst selection is Svet-
lana Chmakov’s “Awkward.” Discuss the book and 
attempt a science project mixing vinegar and milk to 
make plastic. Space is limited, and registration must 
be done in person in the Children’s Department.

• New Crochet Club from 6 to 8 p.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 26, at Thomas Library.

Beginners and skilled crocheters 18 and older can 
join instructor Amber Erazo

• Eating Well for Healthy Living Series from 
6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27, in the Thomas 
Library Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

Registered Dietetic Technician Gia DeMartinis 
will discuss “Revitalize Your Recipes.” Registration 
can be done in person or by calling (219) 926-7696.

• “Unusual Connections” Trivia Night from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27, at Westchester 
Township History Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., 
Chesterton.

Teams of one to four people can vie for a prize. 
Refreshments will be served.

• Pokemon League from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tues-
days at Thomas Library.

The program is aimed at children in fi rst grade 
and older. Attendees learn to make decks of 60 cards. 
They don’t need to take anything unless wanting to 
take a starter pack of cards.

• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Wednesdays in the Thomas Library Ber-
tha Wood Meeting Room.

Aimed at children in third grade and older, at-
tendees learn beginning crochet from instructor Sa-
die Steciuch. Children should take a size G crochet 
hook and skein of medium weight yarn. Class size is 
limited, and registration is required by calling (219) 
926-7696.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

HORIZON
AWNING

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades

Canvas Repairs

Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329
800-513-2940
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Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered:

Saturday, Sept. 24
• 8 a.m. — Early Morning Dunes Creek 

Stroll. 
Meet at the campground gate for the 60-minute 

jaunt along Dunes Creek.
• 10 a.m. — History in the High Dunes.
Meet guest naturalist Jessica Rosier at the camp-

ground shelter by site 113 for a trek over Mount 
Tom, past the old governor’s cabin site and into the 
valley called Ecology Cove. Hikers return on Trail 7. 
Wear hiking shoes. 

• 2 p.m. — Dunes Through Four Seasons.
Meet at the Nature Center for a 45-minute natu-

ralist-led slide show.
• 7 p.m. — Singing Sands Star Show.
Meet Calumet Astronomical Society members for 

the annual night of star gazing. Special telescopes 
will be set up, as well as periodic constellation talks. 
Take a blanket and meet at the main beach near 
the pavilion. Activities last through 11 p.m. Optimal 
star gazing begins after 8 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 25

• 10 a.m. — Feed the Birds.
Meet a naturalist outside the Nature Center for 

the daily feeding. Get close views of chickadees, car-
dinals and woodpeckers.

2 p.m. — Dune Critters.
Meet at the Nature Center to learn about the di-

versity of dune mammals.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

FOL Community Forum
Friends of New Buffalo Library will host “Women 

Writers in Latin America: From Colonial Convents 
to the Nobel Prize” at 6:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday, Sept. 
27, in the Pokagon Room at New Buffalo Public Li-
brary, 33 N. Thompson St.

Local resident and author RoseAnna Mueller, 
professor emerita at Columbia College Chicago, is 
the speaker. She will examine nearly 400 years of 
Latin American women writers and highlight key 
fi gures in the group, such as Chilean Nobel Prize-
winner Gabriela Mistral. 

Upcoming programs in the FOL Community Fo-
rum fall lineup include: “Chasing Clouds:  In Search 
of the Perfect Storm” by Chriss Lyon on Oct. 3; 
“Dish Gardens, Terrariums and Fairy Gardens” on 
Oct. 17; and “Public Gardens – Why They Matter” 
by Fernwood Botanical Garden Executive Director 
Carol Line on Oct. 24.

Call the library at (269) 469-2933, follow the face-
book link at newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or email 
new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com for more details.

The Best Breakfast and Lunch Stop

444 Wabash 
(corner of 5th & Wabash)
Michigan City
Across from Lighthouse Place

Psst…Diehards - we still have
the best coffee in town!

Open Daily 6:15am to 6:00pm

(219) 874-7006

Frappéchinos, Fruit Smoothies
Bit of Swiss Pastries, Bulk Coffee

Panini Me
Buy One, Get 1/2 Off of Equal or Lesser Value

Expires 10/31/16 

GREAT BARISTAS = GREAT DRINKS
Free
WIFI

FINEST COFFEES ON THE SHORES OF LAKE MICHIGAN

Like 
us on 

facebook

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment BoutiqueUpscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYSCLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PMSUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

NoirNoir
Elégant.Elégant.

Classique.Classique.
Sophistiqué.Sophistiqué.

C’est Toi.C’est Toi.

Black is the new Black.Black is the new Black.
C’est Posh!C’est Posh!

Taking Fall Consignments • Appointments AppreciatedTaking Fall Consignments • Appointments Appreciated
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Day of Mindfulness
Peacemakers’ Sangha’s 15th Day of Mindfulness 

is Saturday, Sept. 24, at LaMaPa LaPrairie Muse-
um & Park, located at the Petersen Farm, 2215 E. 
County Road 350 North, La Porte.

The event, whose focus is enjoying nature, in-
volves sitting and walking meditation, Qigong and 
a meal. Take lunch, water and a meditation cushion 
or chair.

Day-of registration is at 9:30 a.m., with the event 
itself from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The cost is a $15 
donation. Preregistration is requested by contact-
ing Ange Benz at (219) 874-3754 or Lee Malizia at 
leemalizia@gmail.com

Latest Inn at Harbor Shores Exhibit
“Sky Pads — Water Lily Interpretations by Alli 

Farkas” runs Sept. 23-Jan. 16 at The Inn at Harbor 
Shores, St. Joseph, Mich., with an opening recep-
tion from 5 to 7:30 p.m. EDT Thursday, Oct. 13.

Farkas’ works are the result of thin layers glazed 
over one another, attempting to create depth 
through transparency, color and light.

Living near Mill Pond in Dowagiac, Mich., she 
served on the board of Artist Co-op 7, a group of in-
dependent artists that united to facilitate solo and 
group exhibits in restaurants and public buildings 
in the greater Los Angeles area. She also was one of 
its founding members in 1989.

In 1993, she became a member of LAart, an art-
ists’ alliance with fi ve galleries in the Los Angeles 
area. In 1994, she joined the Topanga Canyon Gal-
lery artists’ cooperative. In 2015, she co-founded 
Cass Area Artists in Southwest Michigan. Her work 
has been accepted into national and international 
juried competitions and received awards, most re-
cently fi rst place in the watercolor division of River 
Art, sponsored by Sunbury Press and West Shore 
Gallery in 2011. She is a member of the Institute 
of Equine Artists. Published books featuring her 
paintings are “Woodlands and Waterways” in 1994 
and “River Art” in 2011.

The Gallery highlights Michigan artists in rotat-
ing exhibits on the second fl oor of The Inn at Harbor 
Shores, 800 Whitwam Drive. The art program has 
two components: a permanent collection displayed 
in rooms and public areas, and rotating exhibits in 
The Gallery curated by Susan Wilczak.

Visit www.innatharborshores.com, email susan@
susanwilczak.com or call (269) 449-3231 for more 
details.

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Robot Suncatchers at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, 

Sept. 22.
Children 4-10 accompanied by an adult can de-

sign a robot suncatcher. All materials are provided, 
and children must be present to receive them.

• Writing Out Loud: Author 
Shane Gericke at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 24.

Gericke’s latest is “The Fury,” 
a novel of global terrorism en-
dorsed by Steve Berry and David 
Morrell, the creators of Rambo.

• Story Time at 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 27, and 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 28.

Children birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy sto-
ries, songs and crafts. Arrive a few minutes early to 
receive a name tag.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

Gericke

The Friends of New Buffalo 
Library presented a lifetime 

membership and plaque 
to founding member Tom 
Gosh before his recent 
move to Mexico with his 

wife, Judy. Gosh was 
recognized for his foresight 

and energy in forming 
the support group to New 
Buffalo Township Library, 
and his leadership and 
active participation over 
the years. The plaque, 

which will be permanently 
mounted on the Friends’ 

bookcase in the new library 
at 33 N. Thompson St. 

reads: Tom Gosh, Presi-
dent 2008-2012, A driving 
force behind the formation 
of the Friends of New Buf-

falo Library in 2008.

Gosh Honored by FOL

Randy’s Diner
Open Every Day All Year Long for Breakfast & Lunch

Dine Inside, Outside In Your Car Or At Our Picnic Tables
Daily Specials • Ask about catering

171 Indiana 212 • Michigan City, IN
879-9005
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Bicentennial History Talks
Northwest Indiana Next, free bicentennial his-

tory talks with Valparaiso University students, is 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22, at Barker Man-
sion, 631 Washington St.

The focus is wealth and the economy, evidenced 
strongly in Barker Mansion. Also, Storyville Coffee 
will offer free samples.

Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. Hol-
mesville Road, La Porte. Call (219) 
325-8315 or visit www.laportecoun-
typarks.org for more information.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Oct. 3, 17  
and 31 (come in costume), Nov. 14 and 28, and Dec. 
5, 12 and 19 at Luhr County Park Nature Center, 
3178  S. County Road 150 West. Call (219) 325-8315 
at least one week in advance to register. 

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per 
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment 
are required at least one week in advance or until 
full, whichever comes fi rst. The next program is: 
• Oct. 5 — Fantastic Fall.
• Oct. 26 — Halloween Fun  (come in costume).

Senior Lifestyles
Join the free 55+ Club, a social club designed 

for adults 55 and older to learn and explore vari-
ous types of nature. Free coffee is served to partici-
pants. The group meets from 9 to 10 a.m. at Luhr 
County Park Nature Center. Call at least one week 
in advance to register. The schedule is: 
• Oct. 5 — Medicare and navigating its website, 

www.medicare.gov.
• Nov. 2 — Nutrition facts on food labels, clean eat-

ing and diabetes, and how it affects the body’s 
health, Registered Dietician Stephanie Mahan.

25th Annual Pioneer Days
The festival runs from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 24-

25 at Creek Ridge County Park, 7943 W. County 
Road 400 North, Michigan City.

Experience wagon rides, outdoor cooking, crafts 
and food. Visit with historically clad vendors, and 
try fun, educational activities. Admission is $2 for 
adults and $1 for children or seniors.

Teachers-Groups-Scout Leaders
Free environmental education programs are of-

fered to groups throughout the year. Programs last 
one hour or longer depending on the group size and 
age. Programs can be scheduled at Creek Ridge, 
Luhr, Bluhm or Red Mill parks. Call (219) 325-8315 
for more information or to make a reservation.

Ear, nose and throat 
specialist David Miller 

(left) was one of numerous 
honorees at a Franciscan 

Health Michigan City 
Physician Service Awards 
Dinner on Sept. 8 at Sand 

Creek Country Club, 
Chesterton. Miller received 
his 35-year service certifi -
cate from Dean Mazzoni, 

hospital president and 
chief executive offi cer. 
Among other speakers 

were Anil Chawla, hospital 
vice president of medical 
affairs, who emceed the 
event, and medical staff 
president Matthew Troy. 
Besides Miller, 42 other 

physicians were honored, 
for 30, 25, 20, 15, 10 and 

fi ve years of service.

Physicians Honored
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New Krasl Art Exhibit
Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, 

Mich., will present “The Yard Show,” its annual 
members show, Sept. 23-Nov. 13, with an opening 
reception from 6 to 8 p.m. EDT Friday, Sept. 23.

Every year, the exhibit attracts local and regional 
artists of all ages and skills who work in a variety of 
media and styles and are supporting KAC members.

For the show, KAC issues a challenge to partici-
pating artists. Due to the high number of entries 
in years past, this year’s challenge is one of scale. 
All artists were asked to submit one work, no larger 
than 1 yard by 1 yard by 1 yard (3’ x 3’ x 3’), hence 
the tagline “The Yard Show.” The works must have 
been created within 12 months of the show’s open-
ing, with never-before-shown pieces encouraged. 

New this year:
• People’s Choice and Kid’s Choice Awards. Guests 

can vote on their favorite artwork. Award-win-
ning artists receive quirky prizes made for them.

• Artwork by students 17 and younger on view in 
the artlab gallery. A maker space is planned with-
in the artlab.
As part of the exhibit, “Coffee with the Crew” is 

at 9 a.m. EDT Monday, Sept. 26. Staff and member 
artists participate in the behind-the-scenes tour in 
the galleries. Also, a Members’ Show Artist Talk is 
at 7 p.m. EDT Thursday, Oct. 20. The event gives 
participating artists the chance to share stories, in-
spiration and skill required to create their work. 

Call (269) 983-0271 or visit www.krasl.org for 
more details.

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring 

Ave., Michigan City, 3 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
22. Donate and receive a free admission voucher 
to Hysterium or the Haunted Hotel.

• IU Health La Porte Hospital, 1007 W. Lincoln-
way, La Porte, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Monday, Sept. 26.

• St. Stanislaus, 1506 Washington St., Michigan 
City, 2 to 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 26. Students who 
recruit one presenting donor receive a Red Cross 
fl ashlight while supplies last.

• Bethany Lutheran Church, 102 G St., La Porte, 1 
to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27.
Donate through Sept. 30 and receive a free haircut 

from Sports Clips. Donors must be in good general 
health and feeling well, at least 17 (16 with parental 
consent) and weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 
733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org for more details.
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

       Sept. 13, 2016
TEAM STANDING  WON LOST 
1. Wine-ettes   4 0
2. Pin Ball Wizards  3 0
2. Team 13     3 0

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Barb Macudzinski   183
2. June Salmon    182
3. Dottie Brinkman    170
3. Kathy Osborne      170 
4. Ann Bogart    169
5. Sue Luegers    158
6. Sue Lavbovitz    152
7. Tammy Nelmar (series)  415

STRIKES IN A ROW
June Salmon    4
Kathy Osborne, Barb Macudzinski 3

SPLITS
1. Tina Sonderby    2-7
More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 

12:30 p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

Art Exhibit at Visitor Center 
A reception for the new collection of Indiana 

Dunes paintings by Duneland Plein Air Painters is 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon Sunday, Sept. 25, at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter.

The public can meet some of the artists and enjoy 
light refreshments during the reception.

Members of Duneland Plein Air Painters meet 
once a week, often in the dunes, to paint outdoors. 
Weather permitting, they paint every Thursday, ei-
ther in the morning or afternoon. The artists choose 
their own subject and paint for three to four hours, 
after which they critique each other’s work. All art-
ists are welcome.

The exhibit runs through January. Call (219) 395-
1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for more details.

Wanatah Scarecrow Festival
The 22nd Annual Wanatah Scarecrow Festival is 

Friday through Sunday, Sept. 23-25, at Scarecrow 
Square, U.S. 30 and 421.

The all-day event features arts and crafts, chil-
dren’s rides, pork chop dinner, fi sh fry, pancake 
breakfast, parade, scarecrow sculpting, fun runs for 
children and adults, music, variety acts, car show 
and bingo.

Visit www.scarecrowfest.org for more details.
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Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area: 
Sept. 22 — Robot Suncatchers, 3:30 p.m., Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049.

Sept. 22 — Graphic Novel Book Club, Alan Moore’s 
“Batman: The Killing Joke,” 6-7:30 p.m., Westches-
ter Public Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Sept. 22 — Northwest Indiana Next (free bicen-
tennial history talk with Valparaiso University stu-
dents), 7-8 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St.

Sept. 23 — Baby Boomer Comedy Show, 7 p.m. 
EDT, The Acorn Theater, 107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25. Info: www.acorn-
theater.com, (269) 756-3879.

Sept. 23-25 — Wanatah Scarecrow Festival, 
Scarecrow Square, U.S. 30 & 421. Info: www.scare-
crowfest.org

Sept. 23-26 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Little Men.” Rated 
PG. Times: 6:15 p.m. Fri.-Mon. Also: “Indignation.” 
Rated R. Times: 9 p.m. Fri.-Mon., 3:15 p.m. Sat.-Sun. 
All times Eastern. Info: vickerstheatre.com

Sept. 24 — St. Stanislaus Catholic Church farm-
ers market, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., parking lot next to tennis 
courts. Info: ssmcfarmersmarket@gmail.com, (219) 
851-1785.

Sept. 24 — Frontline Foundations Hooked on Art 
Live street-art festival, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Chesterton’s 
Thomas Centennial Park. 

Sept. 24 — History in the High Dunes, 10 a.m., 
campground shelter by site 113, Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Sept. 24 — Children’s Movie, “Zootopia,” 10:30 
a.m., Westchester Public Library, 200 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

Sept. 24 — Jeff Lieb trunk show, 1-5 p.m. EDT, 
Indian Summer Boutique, 439 S. Whittaker St. 
Reservations: (269) 469-9994.

Sept. 24 — Viewing Robert Grafton mural, 3-5 
p.m., Elston Performing Arts Building, 1200 Spring 
St. 

Sept. 24 — Singing Sands Star Show, 7 p.m., 
main beach near pavilion, Indiana Dunes State 
Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. 
Info: (219) 926-1390.

Sept. 24 — Writing Out Loud: Author Shane 
Gericke, 7:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Sept. 24-25 — “Clash of the Lumberjacks,” Hess-
ton Steam Museum, 1201 E. County Road 1000 
North. Show times: 12:30, 2:30 & 4:30 p.m. Admis-
sion: $10/adults, $5/children 3-12. Train fares: $5/
adults, $3/children 3-12. Info: www.hesston.org, 
(219) 778-2783

Sept. 24, 28 — Michigan City Mainstreet Asso-

Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Unusual Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Flats, Accents, 
and Arrangements. Custom Planters. Geraniums

Perennials, Shrubs, & Small Trees
Large assortment of Sedums and Hosta. 

Large Hosta.

Mulches, Stone & Soil Sold in Bulk.

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City

(Behind Harbor GMC)

9:00 am-5:00 pm
Tuesday-Saturday
through October

219-241-0335
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ciation Farmers Market, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat./4-8 p.m. 
Wed., Eighth and Washington streets. Info: tinyurl.
com/hhaajz2

Sept. 24 — Pokémon Go History Hike, 5 p.m., 
Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. Cost: $2. Info: 
www.barkermansion.com

Sept. 24 — Trivia Night Fundraiser, 7 p.m., La 
Porte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 In-
diana Ave. Cost: $10. Reservations: (219) 324-6767.

Sept. 25 — Reception, Indiana Dunes paintings 
by Duneland Plein Air Painters, 10:30 a.m.-noon, 
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, 
Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Sept. 25 — Seventh Chain of Lakes Paddle, 1 
p.m., La Porte’s Stone Lake. Info: (219) 873-6753. 

Sept. 25 — Purdue University Northwest Si-
nai Forum, “Radical Remission: Surviving Cancer 
Against All Odds,” 4 p.m., Purdue James B. Dwor-
kin Student Services and Activities Complex. Info: 
www.pnw.edu/sinai-forum

Sept. 26 — Monday Musicale, 7 p.m., First Pres-
byterian Church, 121 W. Ninth St. Info: (219) 874-
3754, (219) 362-1421.

Sept. 27 — “Women Writers in Latin America: 
From Colonial Convents to the Nobel Prize,” 6:30 
p.m. EDT, Pokagon Room @ New Buffalo Public Li-
brary, 33 N. Thompson St. Info: (269) 469-2933.

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Through December — Michael Koscielniak’s 
“Collages in Dimension,” Purdue University North-
west Technology Building fi rst-fl oor, north-study 
area. Building hours: 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 7 
a.m.-5 p.m. Sat., 7 a.m.-5 p.m. Sun. Info: (219) 785-
5593, jnjacobi@pnw.edu

Farther Afi eld:
Sept. 23 — Art Bash, 6-11 p.m. EDT, The Box 

Factory for the Arts, St. Joseph, Mich. Tickets: $25, 
$40/couple. Info/registration: boxfactoryforthearts.
org, (269) 983-3771.

Sept. 23 — Opening reception, “The Yard Show,” 
6-8 p.m. EDT, Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. 
Joseph, Mich. Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org

Sept. 24 — Fall harvest supper, 4:30-7 p.m. EDT, 
Community of Christ Church, 110 S. Cleveland 
Ave., Galien, Mich. Cost: $9/12 & older, $5/5-11, 
free/4 & younger. Dessert: additional $1. Info: (269) 
426-4640.

Sept. 24 — Gemini and All God’s Children Choir, 
7:30 p.m. EDT, The Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 
Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Tickets: $10/general 
admission, $8/students and seniors, free/children 
12 and younger. Info/reservations: (269) 983-3688, 
info@boxfactoryforthearts.org, www.boxfactoryfort-
hearts.org

Sept. 24-25 — Dunes Blowout, noon to 7 p.m., 
West Beach off County Line Road, Portage. Info: 
(219) 395-1882.

WALL
Constructors, LLC

117 West Seventh Street   Michigan City, IN 46360117 West Seventh Street   Michigan City, IN 46360
219-879-8291219-879-8291

Fax 219-879-8211   email: wallconstructors@sbcglobal.netFax 219-879-8211   email: wallconstructors@sbcglobal.net

Four Generations of Quality ConstructionFour Generations of Quality Construction

• Design• Design

• New • New 
ConstructionConstruction

• Additions• Additions

• Renovations• Renovations

• Residential• Residential

• Commercial• Commercial
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Looking for antique and collectible sellers for St. Luke United 

Lutheran Church Antique Show, 2000 E. Coolspring Ave., Michigan 
City, from 9am-3pm. Oct. 15. Call Scott at (219) 872-3187.

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call  219-872-1217.

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BANKRUPTCY Get a Fresh Start, Stop Lawsuits and Garnishment, or 
Stop Foreclosure. Call 219-879-ATTY (2889). Also making claims with 
bankruptcy funds for mesothelioma victims. Bankruptcy Atty. Doug 

Bernacchi • 261 E. Fourth St., MC, IN.
SWIMMING POOL LINER REPLACEMENTS (in-ground) AND POOL 

CLOSINGS. Very reasonable. Call 219-575-1828.
ERRAND MAN: Don’t want to leave the comfort of home? Local/

long distance runs. Grocery shopping, deliveries, mail runs. 9:30am-
7:30pm Mon.-Sat. Call (219) 214-8123.

FIREWOOD: SEASONED, DELIVERED, STACKED.
Call (269) 756-3547.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

ADULT CARE

DONNA’S ELDERLY CARE
Your alternative to a nursing home specializing in all types of elderly 

care, including Alzheimer’s:
• Excellent 24 hour a day care.

* Private or semi-private rooms.
• Long-term stay.

• This is a ranch-type home (not an institution) with caring staff mem-
bers giving their full attention to those who can no longer live alone.

Owner — Donna Siegmund
Grand Beach & Michiana Shores Area

19688 Ash Court
New Buffalo, Mich.

(269) 469-3626
Licensed by the state of Michigan

License No. AS110263627
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured
Call us at 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 

Or visit www.visitingangels.com
IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
19 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Email home_matters_cleaning@yahoo.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 9 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
ESSENTIAL CLEANING 

Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling Cleanup, Business and 
Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and Commercial. Insured and 

references available.
Call Rebecca at 219-617-7746 or email 

essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net
SQUEAKY CLEAN: residential & commercial. Bonded/insured. Wkly, bi-

wkly, monthly. 20+ yrs exp. Free estimates. Joelle • (219) 561-3527.
Home Detailed Cleaning Service. Affordable, reliable, experienced. 
Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, deep cleaning, cleanout. All 

supplies included. Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 229-0034

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.
Also: doors, windows, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs. Winter

watch service. Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 

24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352.
DOWN TO EARTH INC.
www.dtesprinklers.com

www.dtesprinklers@gmail.com
Landscape Irrigation Systems • Full Service Irrigation Company
Backflow/PVB Inspection/Certification-Water Saving Upgrades-

Repairs-Mid Season/Monthly Checks-New Installations-Free
Estimates. We Serve All Brands.

36 Years of Helping Beautify Your Lawn and Garden.
Now Scheduling Winterizations.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Complete roof tear offs, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. 630-726-6466. Ask for Terry. 38 yrs. experience.
BILL SMART NEEDS WORK – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • 

Painting and Tile. Call (269) 469-4407.
DUNES ROOFING & MAINTENANCE. 

All types of roofing: rubber • shingles • metal & repairs.
Gutter cleaning. Over 27 yrs. exp. Locally owned business. Guaranteed
work. Licensed. Insured. Great ref. Reasonably priced. 219-229-9387

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.
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Hooked on Art Live
Frontline Foundations will present its annual 

Hooked on Art Live street-art festival from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, at Chesterton’s Thomas 
Centennial Park. 

The festival is a community event that celebrates 
art in many forms, including chalk art competitions, 
music, kids-art activities and food.

Frontline Foundations is a certifi ed outpatient 
substance-abuse treatment center with offi ces in 
Chesterton and La Porte. The message of its annual 
event is: Family time is prevention time.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Join our team! Miller Pizza By the Beach is taking applications at 1012 N. 

Karwick Road, MC. Full and part time. Apply within. 
Help needed with housework in Rolling Prairie. Approx. 12 hours per 

week. Send resume/information attn: Housework ad
to The Beacher, 911 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360.

Long Beach Country Club is now hiring:  AM/PM Banquet and Dining 
Room Server  (must be 21, experience preferred).  Must be a team player 
and dependable. Shifts vary  depending on clubhouse needs. Pay rang-

ing from $9 - $22/hour (availability dependent). Apply in person, Tues-Sat, 
noon-3pm . Or download and mail application:  www.longbeachcc.org , 

2309 Larchmont Ave.,  Long Beach, IN 46360

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

Equilibrium Vacation Rentals LLC
We provide full service property management.

 (219) 898-1060 • equilibriumrentals@yahoo.com
BEACHWALK RESORT HOMEOWNERS

Professional short-term vacation rental management company is now 
accepting new homes into our rental program. Call Beachwalk Vacation 

Rentals at (800) 814-7501. View our current rentals at 
www.beachwalkvacationrentals.com

Beachwalk Resort at STOP 7 has fully furnished homes, ranging 
from studio to 5 bedrooms available for monthly rent between Sept. 

15 and May 15. Monthly rates $900 to $2,500, INCLUDES utilities, 
cable and Internet. Please call (800) 814-7501 or 

email Julia@beachwalkresort.com for more information.
REAL ESTATE INVESTING

INVESTOR WANTED TO DEVELOP PRIME BEACH PROPERTY IN 
MICHIGAN CITY. sunterra@comcast.net, 219-872-4446.

RENTALS INDIANA
Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
Weekend rentals, Notre Dame weekends, three-night packages, all at 

Long Beach beachfront home. Call (708) 359-5535.
Long Beach Stop 31 3 BR/4BA home with lake views and steps from 

beach. $2,200 a week. Also, weekends available. (773) 718-5547.
Long Beach home for rent this season. Four bedroom, 11 beds, 2 

baths, recent renovation and gut remodel, available July 23-Sept. 30. 
Near Stop 26 beach in central Long Beach. Contact Rick at Century 

21 Middleton Co. at (773) 908-1969 or rremijas@hotmail.com
SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,

laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,
$625/month, references required, utilities included.

Call (219) 879-2195.
WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Utilities furnished. WiFi/TV incl. 

1BR $875/mo., Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Lakeside condo in Michigan City. 7th floor, three bedrooms, indoor 

parking, swimming pool, whirlpool, sauna, exercise room. Price 
reduced to $325,000. rvmld2@email.com • (708) 302-9116 

or (630) 456-3887.

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
JOSEPH PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Power Washing. Drywall Repairs. 

Wallpaper Removal. Insured/Bonded. Free estimate.
219-879-1121/219-448-0733.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
SPRING CLEANUP, GUTTER CLEANING, LAWN MOWING

yard work, mulching, weeding and odd jobs.
Call ABE at 219-210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Weedings, Clean-
ups, Mowing, Mulch, Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

ISAAC’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
Weekly lawn maintenance, spring/fall cleanups, power washing, weeding, 

mowing, trimming, mulching, edging, leaf cleanup and more! Insured. 
Call (219) 878-1985 for estimates.

LLOYD TREE SERVICE & BRUSH REMOVAL
Trimming • Cutting • Removal • Stump removal. Reasonably Priced. 

219-229-5867

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

Large-sized pet crate. Paid $170, but will take $100. 
Call (219) 840-4949.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
The Fall Girlfriend Sale, your ultimate woman’s resale clothing event, 

is scheduling appointments now through Oct. 7 to consign up to 30 
items for resale. To participate email whatsnexta@comcast.net or call 

Susan Vissing at (219) 861-6188 and leave a message with a few alter-
nate dates and times you can come in with your items. Appointments 

are scheduled every 1/2 hour M-F,10 a.m.-4 p.m., plus weekend dates 
of Sun., Sept. 25, and Sat., Oct. 1. Be sure to bring a fall coat, jacket, 

sweater or handbag to donate, with proceeds benefiting Samaritan 
Center. For more details ask for the “participation guidelines.” 

Shopping dates:
Friday, Oct. 14, 6-9 p.m. for participants and friends.
Saturday, Oct. 15 & 22, 10-2 p.m. open to the public
Sunday, Oct. 23, Noon-4 p.m. famous 1/2 price day

Saturday, Oct. 29, 10-2 p.m. second chance 1/2 price day.
Long Beach Community Center

Studio # 11
2501 Oriole Trail.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
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The Dollhouse by Fiona Davis 
(hardcover, $26, retail in bookstores and 
online; also available as an eBook)

No, I’m not talking about a child’s toy. 
The Dollhouse is the nickname for the 
Barbizon Hotel for Women in New York 
City. From its inception in 1926  through 
the 1960s, it had an impeccable reputa-
tion for housing glamorous, single young 
women in a well-disciplined environ-
ment. No men were allowed above the 
ground fl oor, curfews were enforced and 
clothing requirements had to be met. In 
other words, all residents were required 
to live up to the standard of poise, eti-
quette and unquestionable reputation at all times. 
Many of the girls wanted to become models at the 
famous Eileen Ford Agency or learn to be secretar-
ies at the Catherine Gibbs School. Some famous 
women lived there for a time, Sylvia Plath probably 
the most talked about.

While this is a novel, the story of Darby McLaugh-
lin and Esme Castillo could have been that of many 
other girls who came and went over the years at the 
Barbizon. The author has taken a New York City 
landmark and breathed new life into it while giving 
the reader an interesting story and a look into the 
different lifestyle of 1953.

Today, the Barbizon has been remodeled — fact, 
not fi ction — and turned into luxury apartments 
with luxury prices to match. It’s here in 2016 that 
our story actually begins…

Rose Lewin is living in the Barbizon with boy-
friend Griff, deputy mayor of New York City. She 
was a well-known TV news anchor who lost her job 
in a crazy series of events. Now, she works for a me-
dia start-up called WordMerge, a downgrade, but at 
least she can pursue her writing.

In an unexpected move, Griff announces he is go-
ing back to his ex-wife and two daughters. Rose will 
have to move! Oh, there’s more to this side story, 
which I’ll leave for your reading pleasure. Let’s just 
say, Griff is a jerk!

While mulling her fate one day, and where’s she 
going to move to, she meets an intriguing older 
woman in the elevator, noticeable because of a hat 
she’s wearing with a veil covering her face. Trying 
to strike up a conversation doesn’t work. Lucky for 
her, Patrick, the Irish doorman, has all the lowdown 
on everyone and gives her the scoop: The lady with 
the veil is Darby McLaughlin, one of a number of 
old women who have lived at the Barbizon for years. 
When the renovation began, all these longtime resi-
dents were moved to the fourth fl oor on rent control.

Patrick says Darby was disfi gured — hence the 
veil — many years ago in an incident with a knife 

and a hotel maid who fell to her death 
from the terrace. Now, Rose’s journalis-
tic nose for news perks up and she has 
to fi nd out more. Not on your life. Darby 
refuses to answer her door.

Rose later meets another of the older 
Barbizon women named Stella. She tells 
her Darby has gone away, and she is tak-
ing care of her dog. Rose persuades Stella 
to tell her story of the hotel in the 1950s 
after lying about talking to Darby. There 
are 14 old ladies on the fourth fl oor, and 
Rose persuades seven of them to tell their 
story of life at the Barbizon. This could be 
the story to restart her career!

In a twist of fate, Stella falls ill and calls Rose to 
take the dog until Darby comes back. After all, they 
know each other, right? In a complete breakdown of 
common sense, Rose moves into Darby’s apartment 
— she was kicked out of Griff ’s, remember?

This is when the story starts moving back and 
forth in time, and we begin to fi nd out how Darby 
came to New York in 1953…

Darby came from Ohio to attend secretarial 
school. Arriving at the Barbizon, a mistake in rooms 
puts her on the fl oor with all the would-be models. 
Not a good place for a girl with low self-esteem!

Stella, one of the models, sets her up with a blind 
date her fi rst weekend in town. He starts out shy 
and attentive and ends up almost raping her. Wel-
come to New York! That makes Darby even more of 
an introvert as she spends her time trying to blend 
into the woodwork. Until she meets Esme, that is…

Esme is the Puerto Rican girl who works at the 
Barbizon as a maid. She sees how Darby is being 
treated and takes her under her wing to show her 
the real New York! Against all the Barbizon rules, 
Darby and Esme go out one night to a jazz club 
called the Slatted Fifth. Darby is mesmerized by the 
atmosphere and jazz musicians. Sam, chef and son 
of the club’s owner, is mesmerized by Darby.

Darby fi nds out there may be more to life than 
typing and shorthand. Seems Esme is a singer, and 
she persuades Darby to be her backup singer. It’s an 
up-and-down ride for Darby: What should she do? 
More importantly, what will she do?

This is what storytelling is all about! I give it 5 
out of 5 stars.

Publishers Weekly gave a starred review: “Davis’ 
impeccably structured debut is equal parts mystery, 
tribute to midcentury New York City and classic 
love story.” 

This is Davis’ fi rst novel. Learn more about her 
at www.fi onadavis.net or on facebook at FionaDa-
visAuthor.

Till next time, happy reading!
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