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by Andrew Tallackson

When Matt Nelson is at the podium, bordered by
vocalists and musicians eager to delight audiences,
his enthusiasm is irresistible.

He stands at attention, a smile curled across his
face. Then, with a wave of his hand, the magic be-
gins and he is a flurry of motion. There is a pull, if
you will, that drives the performers, a determina-
tion to deliver memorable music.

Nelson’s philosophy, that notes are only notes
when performed with zero emotion, is clearly em-
braced by those with whom he surrounds himself.

“Anyone can get up there who has a decent voice
or plays an instrument,” he says, “but that doesn’t
mean anything if they don’t put some feeling, some
emotion, into the music.”

Nelson’s latest endeavor is cause for celebration.
Having guided LaPorte County Symphony Orches-
tra’s Children’s Chorus for years, he decided to
branch out on his own 18 months ago, creating The
Singing Co. of LaPorte County. The non-profit group
extended his passion for working with children, and
now, an adult chorus is about to make its debut.

Seventy voices in the children’s chorus, 50 voices
in the adult group and the 40-piece Singing Com-
pany Symphony Orchestra will present “It’s Christ-
mas,” a free holiday concert at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec.
14, at The Holdcraft Performing Arts Center, 1200
Spring St. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

“We felt this was the right way to introduce them
to the community,” Nelson says of the adult chorus,
“to incorporate them into the Christmas concert.

The program features Christmas classics such
as “Carol of the Bells” and “Feliz Navidad,” and
selections from Disney’s “Frozen.” The most ambi-
tious undertaking is Indiana native Craig Court-
ney’s 11-minute reimagining of “The Twelve Days
of Christmas.” The piece begins with a chant, then
embarks on a parody-like journey through compos-
ers such as Mozart and Strauss, with the 12th day
set to Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever.”

Continued on Page 2

Matt Nelson, musical director of The Singing Co. of LaPorte County,
is photographed by The Beacher’s Paul Kemiel during a rehearsal at
Bethany Lutheran Church in LaPorte.
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Intimidating? Not for Nelson. He’s game for chal-
lenges, with an accomplished background to prove
it. In the beginning, supportive parents encouraged
his desire to take lessons in voice and piano.

“They were the initial captains of this ship,” Nel-
son says, laughing. “They supported me then, and
they have supported me ever since.”

Another encouraging presence was Russell Wag-
oner, his voice and piano instructor, and choir teach-
er, at LaPorte High School. Wagoner cultivated in
him an approach to music that, now as an adult, he
emphasizes to the next generation of talent.

“It’s the emotion, the interpretation, that you put
into music that’s most important,” he said. “The au-
dience must be able to hear and feel the music you
are performing.”

After high school, Nelson studied music educa-
tion and piano performance at Ball State Univer-

sity, Muncie, followed by additional studies in the
church music and liturgy program at St. Joseph
College, Rensselaer. Over the years, he’s served as
choir director for First Christian Church of LaPorte
and Agape Christian Church, played for area wor-
ship services and served as a worship leader and
church deacon at Agape. As education director at
LaPorte’s Bethany Lutheran Church, he redesigned
the Sunday school program to take on the format of
youth worship.

It was through his role as director of music minis-
tries and education at LaPorte’s St. John’s Luther-
an Church and School that he crossed paths with
Susan Rosselli, who has been his accompanist since
Day 1 of LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra’s
Children’s Chorus.

That opportunity emerged through Phil Bauman
who, then the LCSO maestro, wanted to feature a
children’s chorus in the annual Holiday at the Pops
concert. That effort 12 years ago, Nelson says, drew
140 children, prompting symphony officials to invite
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him to direct a youth program.
Open to children in second through eighth grade, Dunclancl Bcach ]nn
the choir attracted youth from across the county, in- Inn - Restaurant - Bar
cluding LaPorte, Michigan City, Westville, Rolling s Pt
Prairie, Hanna and Union Mills. Some had no for- Casual Fine Dining
mal training, others took private lessons. Nelson’s

main objective was to instill a love of music in each .@- New Lunch Service ; ’%‘
child through two concerts: one in the spring, the R e
second at Christmas. Join us on a Snowy Sunday afternoon

The experience, Nelson says, humbled him, spe-
cifically “the way the kids react to music, and how Sunday Breakfast 8 - 1 pm
they take joy in it regardless of what kind of mu- Omelets, pancakes, waffles, lox, French toast, bloody
sic it is. I love to watch the kids who come in shy, Mary’s, Mimosas
maybe even with a little self-confidence issues, but

by the end of the season, their confidence is through Sunday Afternoon Lunch 12 - 3 pm
the roof.” Burgers, Soup & Sandwiches, Salads, Fried chicken
When the chorus began, musical accompaniment Bar opens at noon

was by ROSSe].lj. at the piano' She’s Stl].l a Vltal pres_ .....................................................

ence, but now, the‘chlldren also are accompame‘d‘ by Oh what fun it is...

an orchestra, a fair share of the performers hailing . .

from LCSO. Reserve for your cozy holiday dinner
Menus for all budgets -~
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www.dunelandbeachinn.com
(800) 423-7729

Madison Gresham (back row, second from right) sings
with the children’s chorus during rehearsal. Accompanist
Susan Rosselli is visible at the far right.

“A majority of kids who like to sing likely never
get to sing with an orchestra,” Nelson says, “which
is why we wanted to provide it.”

By offering such opportunities, Nelson cultivates
a devoted talent pool.

Take, for instance, Michigan City’s Madison : = = '
Gresham, a Barker Middle School seventh-grader. [l St D o s

Her favorite movie as a young girl was the 1999 ad- . . i W Largest
aptation of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Y A . selection of
Dreamcoat,” inspiring her to take voice lessons in =4, Lo, 2 T %y Adams
second grade. Over the years, she has performed in AN Florsheflm tBOQS
shows through Young People’s Theatre Co., Foot- #5101 Light * 0% O?fon::la;
light Players and Mainstreet Theatre. This past Oc- (Acrmgﬁr:gTao:mé::y, I‘hﬂnz)géOGL(;EVI - xf"‘- Suits and
tober, she joined Nelson and other youth to appear 219-262-5225 " Sportcoats

as the children’s choir in “Joseph” at LaPorte Little
Theatre Club.

Gresham officially joined The Singing Co in 2017.
When the subject of Nelson arises, she gushes with
praise.

Continued on Page 4
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“He is incredible,” the 13-year-old says. “He
knows the right way to say things so everyone un-
derstands them. And it’s actual instruction so you
feel like you learn from it.

“There is music for
everyone. If you’re just
looking to have fun,
you don’t have to do
anything big. Or, you
can try out for solos,
and he is really good

at working with people
who have solos.”
Rehearsals are

playful, but firm, with
Gresham stressing
that Nelson knows
the precise moment to

Michigan City’s Madison Gresham, a lighten the mood.
Barker Middle School seventh-grader, “He is really funny

Jom_ed th(_a choir last year. She has been whenever a kid is not
taking voice lessons since second grade. o ”
smiling,” she says,

laughing. “He makes this weird, creepy face, and it
is so hard not to laugh.”

That playful, yet collected approach easily adapt-
ed to working with older individuals. Nelson says he
was approached about starting an adult choir for a
number of years. Branching off on his own through
The Singing Co. afforded the freedom to do so. The
response, he says, was “phenomenal” — 50 adults
signed up during open registration.

“When I had
that first rehears-
al with them,”
Nelson says,
“they were sight-
reading (music)
I knew was not
easy to sight-
read. I was blown
away by them.”

Equally im-
pressed was one of
The Singing Co.’s
biggest cheerlead-
ers: board presi-
dent Danielle
Lavin-Loucks.

“I didn’t real-
ize there were so
many amazing
voices out there,
or the fact that there was so much interest,” she
says. “The first time I heard them in a warmup
song, I had chills.”

Lavin-Loucks’ daughter, Zoey, joined the LCSO

The children’s chorus features children from throughout LaPorte County.

Matt Nelson
says he was
blown away
by the talent
in the adult !
chorus.

LaPorte High School freshman, she’d aged out of
the younger group, but wanted to continue working
with Nelson. The adult chorus affords her that op-
portunity.

And, The Singing Co. has become a family af-
fair for Lavin-Loucks. Her brother-in-law, Nate, is
the board vice president. Her husband, Ryan, sings
with the adult choir, and her son, Teddy, performs
with the children’s group.

Lavin-Loucks hopes the Dec. 14 concert at The
Holdcraft Performing Arts Center expands com-
munity interest in The Singing Co. She has noth-
ing but admiration for what it achieves, and for the
profound impact
Nelson has had
on her daughter.

“He’s such a
positive person,
and has been

such a positive
' influence in her
life,” she said.
“He’s also given
her so many op-
portunities to
perform, and to
become a better
singer. It helped
her confidence to
be on stage, in
front of hundreds
_ W i of people, and not
il - =N feel intimidated.
“That has been

just amazing.”

(Visit www.singingco.com or email thesingingco@

gmail.com for more info, or details on how to get in-

volved, with The Singing Co. of LaPorte County.)
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Historical Epic “Outlaw King” is Full of Surprises
by Andrew Tallackson

Chris Pine (right) and Aaron Taylor-Johnson star in “Outlaw King.”

Here is a grubby, muddy, visceral period piece
that earns its title. The characters are bound by
ideals that have them scrambling for cover as they
retaliate guerilla-style against oppressive forces.

Movies are no stranger to this historical period,
but “Outlaw King” is full of surprises. It plays fast
and loose with the facts, but this is no drab costume
drama. This is rebellion depicted as a feral, bloody
free-for-all.

It would be easy to dismiss the film as “Bravehe-
art 1.5,” since the events it depicts unravel during
and immediately after William Wallace was execut-
ed for retaliating against the English. In reality,
much of the events “Outlaw King” portrays unfold-
ed some time afterward. But movies are not paint-
by-numbers storytelling. They must condense and
adapt, and “Outlaw King” does so expertly.

The film, now streaming on Netflix, has plenty
of ground to cover right off the bat, and Scottish di-
rector/co-writer David Mackenzie does so in a stun-
ning opening sequence captured largely in one un-
broken shot. No editing as we learn how Robert the
Bruce (Chris Pine), a 14th century Scottish Lord,
navigates the tricky political landscape dictated by
Edward 1 of England (Stephan Dillane), who prom-
ises the nobility will have their lands back if they
extend homage to him. The king also weds Bruce
to his goddaughter Elizabeth, played by relative
newcomer Florence Pugh in the film’s most exciting
performance. She’s electrifying. This is no sheepish
maiden, but a fiercely independent women, a sharp
thinker who earns her husband’s respect and, even-

tually, his undying love.

Edward 1, of course, along with his son, Edward,
Prince of Wales (Billy Howle, excellent, 2-2 this year
after the heartbreaking “On Chesil Beach”), have
no intention of playing fair, prompting Robert and
his followers to fight back.

Mackenzie, however, does not stage the payback
as convenient, effortless vengeance. Robert and his
followers are often fleeing on a moment’s notice, un-
able to gain any footing against their pursuers. The
fighting is savage, merciless, relentless.

Pine first worked with Mackenzie in 2016’s su-
perb “Hell or High Water,” and the director knows
how to cull the best out of his leading man. That
film and now “Outlaw King” show Pine exploring
characters who risk likability by committing hei-
nous acts in the name of defiance.

Pine and Pugh, in fact, are dynamite as husband
and wife, while the final confrontation between
Robert and Prince Edward’s armies, massive on ev-
ery scale, earns points for not transforming the two
men into creatures of supernatural strength. This
is the first picture I can recall since “Rob Roy” that
depicts both sides of the fence riddled with exhaus-
tion as they face off against each other.

“Outlaw King” does not end as we assume it will,
defying expectation yet again. Right when it ap-
pears you have it figured out, it keeps you on your
toes, headed in altogether unforeseeable directions,
satisfying to the very end.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com
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The Writes of Christmas

A train for Christmas.

For Christmas 2017, I treated myself to round-
trip train travel between St. Joseph, Mich., and
Chicago.

No surprise, right?

What was surprising was the amount of writing
I did on the train “Pere Marquette.” For starters,
I made a note to contact Drew Tallackson at The
Beacher to see if they would have me back after my
retirement in 2012.

(Oh happy days, they did.)

Then, I wrote a Christmas story loosely based on
an experience Natalie and I just had with a defec-
tive computer we shipped back to California. I wrote
the first draft with the very pen my friend Sylvan
Jayaraman gave me in 2017 when he was produc-
ing custom, handmade pens as J. Raman Pens. So
consider the following story as a harmonic conver-
gence of a love of trains, a love of The Beacher, the

love of a good friend and a fine pen — all, of course,
at Christmastime.

Now, here’s the story I call:

“Santa’s Pen”

We were at The UPS Store in St. Joe two days be-
fore Christmas to return a faulty computer — pur-
chased sight unseen from some fly-by-night outfit in
California — when I made one of my usual offhand
remarks: “Santa make any pickups here yet?”

“Oh, yeah,” the helpful clerk said, “he’s been by
every afternoon. In fact, you just missed him.”

“Well, that’s all right, because we really don’t
need to get this lemon back to those people in Cali-
fornia before Christmas.”

“Well, it’ll get there by the 29th.”

“Great.”

“So, I just need you to sign this.” She handed me a
form, and I patted my pocket for my everyday carry.

“Whoops,” I said, “I left home without a pen.
That’s not like me. May I use one of yours?”

“Sure.” She picked a pen off the counter and was
about to hand it to me when she stopped, blinked
and said, “Wow! Where did this come from?!? This
sure isn’t one of our pens.”

No, indeed, it definitely was not.

That’s because it was THE pen that fell out of
Santa’s pocket when he picked up packages that af-
ternoon.

“You’re sure it’s not one of your pens?”

“Oh, yeah. Way fancier than what we keep on
the counter. I have no idea where it came from, but
— hey — it’s Christmas. Keep it. With our compli-
ments.”

“Really?”

“Really.”

by Charles McKelvy

BLIND F’IG

« TAWERN AND GRILL =

BELIEVE in the
Magic of Christmas!

Join us for our inaugural Polar Pig

| Express Party, where grownups can
enjoy holiday cheer at the VIPIG
Bar while children have lunch, sit
on Santa’s lap, sip hot cocoa from

our hot cocoa bar, decorate cookies

and watch “The Polar Express!”

Please call (219) 210-3597 to
purchase tickets today!!

\‘\\\\\\ ATITTRTETR R R R R R R WAL \\\\
. DEPARTURE:
N i16 N
\ 45} | & DECEMBER @ \
= : " \
N © . BoarDN&: % ¥
N t . Aloon to 2:cc pm = E \
\ = : STATION: g \
\ = =W - | Jhe Plind Lig ~ o N
N & St i Soress Py}, E N
\ 7 GOOD FOR PASSAGE TO [~ U Christmasay E & \
E tf Bt Ty St o (s (EITEHRC W E- :
W ot Cocon Taar-Cookic Tecorating-Santa | ) ; N
\ 3103 East Highway 12, Michigan City, In 46360 . P \
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\'“' \




December 13, 2018

Page 9

And so, I kept the pen [
that fell out of Santa’s [
pocket when he made his
afternoon pickup at The
UPS Store in St. Joe two
days before Christmas,
and I had every intention
of keeping it.

Or so I thought.

You see, when you are
presented with what you
assume to be Santa’s lost
pen, you probably should
give it right back.

Well, 1T didn’t, and look
what happened:

To celebrate having suc-
cessfully shipped our defective computer, we went
to our favorite taco place down the road from The
UPS Store. They greeted us, as they always do, by
shouting: “Welcome to José’s!”

We placed our orders for giant burritos with all
the fixin’s, and when I got to the counter to pay, 1
noticed a jar — one of those jars you often see on
counters during the holidays — asking, seeking,
begging folks to help a family that lost its home to a
fire. Any amount will do, and we thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.

I paid for our lunch with cash, then pointed to the
jar so my wife could see the appeal for help. “What
do you think?”

“Write them a check. For a modest amount.”

So, using what I was already referring to as the
Santa Pen, I wrote them a check for what I assumed
was $50 and entered the amount in the register. I
tore off the check, tossed it in the jar and we went
on with our happy lunch.

Then, we went to the office of my dear wife’s
physical therapist so she could settle her outstand-
ing account before the new year. Again, I wrote a
check for what I assumed to be somewhere in the
neighborhood of $50 and, of course, duly entered it
in the register.

We ran more errands, as well as more opportuni-
ties to share a little Christmas joy with our check-
book and the Santa Pen, before heading home to
proceed with the holidays.

And it was in the course of getting on with the
holidays when my dear wife Elizabeth looked at the

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.
ta I k to ted inc 219.879.9155 Michigan City

312.938.9155 Chicago
An effective alternative to

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com
counseling and psychotherapy for
individuals, couples, and families

A pen for Christmas.

check register and prac-
tically passed out from
shock. “Five hundred dol-
lars!” she shouted. “You
wrote that family a check
for $500, and you paid my
therapist $450, and—"

“No,” 1 said. “There’s
some mistake.”

But there was no mis-
take, because the Santa
. Pen made me do it. The
Santa Pen made me gen-
erous way beyond our
means.

I sighed and said, “Well,
we can’t very well renege
on these generous donations, but there is something
I'm going to do, and I'm going to do it Christmas
Eve.”

“What’s that?”

“You’ll see. But you’ll have to wait up with me if
you want to see.”

“You know I always go to bed early on Christmas
Eve.”

“Suit yourself.”

And suit herself she did on Christmas Eve, but I
was awake in my recliner, enjoying the closing act
of that beloved Christmas classic, “It’s a Wonderful
Life,” when a jolly old elf tumbled out of our idle
fireplace, dusted the soot from his red suit and said,
“Bet you didn’t for a second believe that was really
my pen that I left there at The UPS Store.”

“Nope, I can’t say that I did.”

“Well, it is, and I am here to formally present it to
you — a major pen geek — as my Christmas present
to you. A present, I might add, that keeps on giving
and giving and giving and—“

“But I don’t want your stinkin’ Christmas pen
that keeps on giving,” I said, stamping my feet for
emphasis. “Here, take it back.”

But he refused.

Absolutely.

Then, in a twinkling, he shot back up our chim-
ney and, dashing out of sight in his sleigh driven by
eight tiny reindeer, I could hear him say: “Use the
Santa Pen whenever you’re feeling stingy, chintzy
and otherwise cheap of heart. Now have yourself a
merry little Christmas, and to all a good night.”

Duneland Home Pro Hardware & Design Center

Karwick Plaza Michigan City  219-878-1720

CARPET SALE

You will find quality name brand carpeting for less!!!
Free Estimates & Quality Installation...




Page 10

December 13, 2018

“Midwestern Soliloquy”

“Midwestern Soliloquy,” 22 oil paintings by Lau-
rie Schirmer Carpenter of Midwest landscapes, runs
through Jan. 17 at Valparaiso’s The Village Gallery.

Carpenter grew up in northwestern Illinois and
graduated from Loretto Heights College in Denver,
Colo., with a degree in English literature in 1967.
She graduated with distinction, with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts and a Bachelor of Arts in art history, in
1988 at the University of Colorado, Denver. She has
been painting full time since then.

Laurie Schirmer Carpenter’s “Along Route 20.”

When her husband was transferred in 1990 to
Ann Arbor, Mich., she became reacquainted with
her Midwestern roots and developed an interest
in the landscape, especially skies. She moved to
Northwest Indiana in 2006. She has been juried
into the Area Artists Association and Oak Park (I1l.)
Art League.

The Village Gallery is located in Pines Village
Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village Cir-
cle. Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Call (219) 465-1591 for details.
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Teacher Innovation Grants

The Michigan City Area Schools Teacher Innova-
tion Small Grants for Teachers program has funded
13 grants to support classroom projects.

Former Michigan City Mayor Chuck Oberlie and
MCAS Superintendent Barbara Eason-Watkins es-
tablished the fund in 2011 with Unity Foundation
of LaPorte County. It provides grants of up to $350
to teachers and professionals at Michigan City High
School and LaPorte County Career and Technical
Education-A.K. Smith Center.

In addition, Horizon Bank contributed to help
grow the fund, and Michigan City Area Chamber of
Commerce supports one grant each year in memory
of longtime Horizon Bank employee and A.K. Smith
graduate Joe Mellen. Additional funding this year
came from the John A. and Dorothy Sieb Carstens
Fund and the Tuholski & Oberlie Environment &
Arts Fund for Youth.

This year’s awards, totaling $3,744, will aid 29
teachers, reaching 2,359 students with projects dur-
ing the 2018-2019 school year.

They include:

Susan Cleveland, Iconic Imprint II.

Laura Daly, Audio for Inclusion.

Kristen Freitag, Project Preservation and More.
Adam Goebel, Open Your Eyes with Chemistry.
Gwen Hudson, Science Fiction Prototyping.
Ashley Kohler, iPads for Innovative Learning.
Zoe Lauricella, Mini Whiteboards for Spanish
Learning/Practice.

e Alan Layman, Using Graphing Calculators to

Get Ahead on Assessments.

e Kelly Martin Fargo, Wolves Need the Green.

¢ Kelly O’Donnell-Kamryn Walker, Akela Room.

* Rebecca Shaman, Discovering the Secrety of Pa-
pyrus.

e Alexander Uryga, Benjamin Gillman, Michael

Megyese and Brian Richards, Studying the Civ-

il Rights Movement through the graphic novel

“March: Book One.”
¢ Ashley Zahrt, CRISP-cas9 Genetic Engingeering.*

*Joe Mellen Award recipient

Tax-deductible contributions to the fund, or any
Unity Fund supporting education, can be made at
www.ufle.net, or mail checks to Unity Foundation,
422 Franklin St., Suite C, Michigan City, IN 46360,
with the fund name in the memo line.

www.lernwoodbotanical.org

-
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HAPPY & HOME
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Join us in New Buffalo to make your

holiday memories where all is merry and bright.

FESTIVE DINING

Terrace Room

Relax by the fire with rustic Italian
cuisine featuring handmade pasta,
a global wine list, and expertly
crafted cocktails.

Dinner Daily 5-10pm
Weekend Brunch 10am—-3pm

Open for brunch on New Year’s Eve
and New Year’s Day.

For reservations, call 269-469-7950
or visit harborgrand.com/dining

Bentwood Tavern

Waterfront dining with a sophisticated
spin on pub fare, featuring gourmet
pizzas from our wood-burning oven.
Dinner Daily 5-10pm

Friday Lunch 12-3pm

Weekend Brunch 10am-3pm

Open for brunch on New Year’s Eve
and New Year’s Day.

For reservations, call 269-469-1699
or visit marinagrandresort.com/dining

©)

MARINA GRAND

RESORT

HOLIDAY
STAYCATIONS

MARINA GRAND RESORT
Holiday Family Fun Package

Gather together in a waterfront suite
complete with fireplace and European
kitchen. We’ll deliver hot chocolate
right to your room while you get comfy
by the fire. Explore the indoor pool,
game room and coffee market.

Available through January 10

To book, call 888-605-6800 or visit
marinagrandresort.com/special-offers

THE HARBOR GRAND HOTEL
Cozy Christmas Getaway

Treat yourself to breakfast in bed,
fresh baked cookies and milk and
evening s’mores at our harborside
firepit. Waterfront and fireplace
rooms available.

Available through January 10

To book, call 800-454-9899 or visit
harborgrand.com/special-offers

NEW YEAR’S EVE

TERRACE ROOM
Fireside Dinner

Ring in the New Year at Terrace Room
with an elegant three-course dinner
and champagne toast.

For reservations, call 269-469-7950
or visit harborgrand.com/dining

BENTWOOD TAVERN
NYE on the Marina

Put a bow on 2018 with a meal to
remember. Choose from house
favorites and decadent features.

For reservations, call 269-469-1699
or visit marinagrandresort.com/dining

New Year’s Eve Lodging

Go out and stay in. Surprise your
favorite person with a romantic
waterfront getaway to cap off 2018.

marinagrandresort.com
harborgrand.com

@ HARBOR TERRACE
BENTWOOD GRAND ROOM
TAVERN . .
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Kurt Russell Gives “The Christmas Chronicles” its Silly Charms

by Andrew Tallackson

-

Kurt Russell is an example of boundless energy in “The Christmas Chronicles.”

“The Christmas Chronicles.” Not exactly holiday
Oscar bait. Nor as witty as it should have been.

But there is something charming, comforting
even, about a Christmas movie that celebrates in-
nocence over weary pragmatism. We live in cynical
times, when teens define downtime as bathing in
the toxic glow of cell phones. Here is a modest fam-
ily film with no big surprises, no ground-breaking
visuals, but a sweet message that has two grieving
teens rediscovering the power of family through
Santa Claus himself.

And old Kris Kringle is played by none other than
Kurt Russell in a performance of such good cheer,
he sweeps you into the silly story. In many ways,
he’s the whole show.

“The Christmas Chronicles” debuted Nov. 22 on
Netflix, its first week generating a near-record 20
million streams. Audiences haven’t dwindled, and I
suspect the draw not only is Russell, but also the ex-
ceedingly likable family at the core of the story. It’s
set in Lowell, Mass., the focus being the fractured
Pierce family. A year earlier, the father (Oliver Hud-
son), a firefighter, perished in the line of duty. Mom
(Kimberly Williams-Paisley), a nurse, is consumed
with work on Christmas Eve, leaving her children
— older brother Teddy (Judah Lewis) and younger
sister Kate (Darby Camp) — to fend for themselves.
Teddy takes to stealing cars. Kate clings to the be-
lief Christmas can save the family.

Sounds like a run-of-the-mill Hallmark Christ-
mas movie. In many respects, it is...until Russell
steps into the picture as Kris Kringle. He’s initially
depicted through lively CGI, a marvelous dance of

red lights zipping in and out of chimneys. But due
to Kate and Teddy, Santa’s sleigh crashes in down-
town Chicago, leaving him scrambling to deliver his
remaining presents.

I half-hoped Santa’s bag of gifts landed in Wrigley
Field, or some other Windy City landmark. So much
sight-gag potential. No such luck. Santa, however,
does barrel into an Irish pub, and it is vintage Chi-
cago humor, the film’s comic high point. One inebri-
ated fellow is passed out at the bar, the rest of the
crowd too absorbed in its meal to consider the man
in the red suit, who seem to know everything about
them, might actually be Santa.

And it is during this scene, and the gleefully
loopy chaos that ensues, that you have to wonder
why Russell, over the course of a long, storied ca-
reer, never courted greater success. Sure, he’s had
a share of hits — “Unlawful Entry,” “Backdraft,”
a few “Fast and the Furious” pictures — but none
made him a household name. In “The Christmas
Chronicles,” the actor is boundless energy, rampant
good cheer undeterred by the callous sensibilities of
modern society. He makes you grin, as does the film,
which trots out a most welcome cameo at the end
once Santa is back in his North Pole comfort zone.
You also are touched by how the message of family
remains at the heart of the picture, to the very end.

Again, don’t expect “The Christmas Chronicles”
to take home any trophies come awards season.
Does it put a smile on your face? Absolutely.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com
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Lock in a rate while you look for the right home.

Don't be concerned about rising interest rates while you look for a home.
Protect yourself with our Lock & Look program.

We can lock you in at the current mortgage interest rates for 60- or 90- days,
giving you peace of mind while you shop for a home that fits your needs.*

Take advantage of the “Lock & Look” program with New Buffalo Savings Bank.

Call me to learn more.

Kent Porter
Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS#7332222

NEW BUFFALO Cel! (219) 851-2?81
Office (269) 932-9276
SAVINGS BANK kporter@newbuffalosavings.com
_ ~ _ _ _ N - Member @
*Programs available only to qualified borrowers. Programs subject to change without notice. Underwriting terms and conditions apply.
Some restrictions may apply. All borrowers are subject to credit approval. i

Roofing & Seamless Gutters

Leaf Guards Repairs Soffit Fascia
Residential Commercial Industrial

Flat Roof Specialist

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423
Deal directly with owner Michael Moore
Celebrating 28 years in business
office@mooreconstruction-inc.com
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The Store
TOY TRAINS - TOYS - FUN

Buy/Sell
LIONEL

We will celebrate a Special Holiday
Train Day every Saturday until Christmas.

e Operating Layouts

o Starter Sets from $250

¢ Free DVD with purchase over $20
¢ Free gifts & lots of cookies

e 10% off everything

Open: Mon. — Sat. 10am-4pm

4212 West 1000 North * Michigan City, IN
219.879.2822 - ilttstore.com

g J Sacﬁ,s Cﬁnfmf Cﬂﬂmﬁmg. ®C ‘L# &

Licensed clinical psychologists
offer counseling with adolescents,
couples and adults.

Assessment including intellectual
testing (1Q), dementia, ADHD,
pre-surgical screening, pain and
alcohol/drug evaluation.

Sharon Sacks, Ph.D.
leffrey Samelson, Ph.D.
Kathryn Meyer, Psy.D.

10d Wondland Conrt, Snite B, - Michigan Clty, IN - 210-628- 6463
www sacksclindeal copsoliog com

Michigan City Public Library

The following programs are available at
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:

¢ Christmas Angels Among Us at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 13.

Ange Benz leads the program. Call her at (219)
874-3754 for more details.

¢ Needle Arts League at 5:30 p.m. Thursdays,
Dec. 13, 20 and 27.

Membership to the group, formerly known as the
Knit Club, is open to anyone interested in needle
arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-stitch, crew-
el, tatting and other hand stitching. All skill levels
and ages are welcome.

¢ Polish Advent & Christmas Customs at 2
p-m. Sunday, Dec. 16.

Father Wally Wladyslaw Rakoczy leads the pro-
gram that includes his collection of szopki (Nativity
scenes), ornaments, Koledy (Polish Christmas) albums
and paintings on glass. He also will share stories and
information on how Advent and Christmas are cele-
brated in Poland. The program is free, but seating is
limited. Call Theresa Child at (219) 464-1369 or Robin
Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for reservations.

“The Polar Express”

¢ Film Showing: “The Polar Express” at 3:30
p-m. Monday, Dec. 17.

The film is Rated G. Children 18 and younger who
arrive within the first 30 minutes have a chance to
win a copy of the movie.

e Holiday Craft for Kids at 3:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 18.

All materials are provided. Children 3 and older,
accompanied by an adult, must be present to receive
the craft supplies.

e Learning Center Volunteers Needed

The Learning Center needs volunteer tutors for
children and adults. Students need assistance in:
reading, math, high school equivalency and English
as a Second Language. All supplies and training are
provided. All that’s required are two hours a week.
Contact Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or
stop by the center for more information.

d

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more

information on library programming.
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Lake Michigan Youth Orchestra

Lake Michigan Youth Orchestra will present a
winter concert at 4 p.m. EST Sunday, Dec. 16, at
Lakeshore High School Auditorium, 5771 Cleveland
Ave., Stevensville, Mich.

The concert includes performances by: the Con-
cert Strings, LMYOQO’s introductory string group;
the Encore Strings, LMYO’s mid-level string group;
and the Youth Symphony, LMYO’s most advanced
group. Highlights include “Here Comes Santa
Claus,” “Eine Kleine Nachtmusik” and “Dance of the
Knights” from “Romeo and Juliet.”

Burke Lokey conducts the Youth Symphony, Ra-
chel Cabanilla-Sinnett the Encore Strings and Beth
Oeseburg the Concert Strings.

The LMYO is an educational outreach program
through Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra.

Tickets, available at the door, cost $5 for adults
and $3 for students and seniors. Contact the SMSO
office at (269) 982-4030 or visit www.smso.org for
details.

Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers will share tips on helping
birds survive winter during a hike at 10 a.m. EST
Saturday, Dec. 15, through Harbert Road Preserve.

Hikers should dress in layers and wear a cold-
weather hat and gloves. Harbert Road Preserve is
just east of the Interstate 94 overpass on the south
side of Harbert Road.

Visit harborcountryhikers.com for more details.

Christmas Cantata

The Queen of All Saints Contemporary Choir will
perform Joseph Martin’s “A Christmas Cantata:
Invitation to a Miracle” at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
16, at St. Mary the Immaculate Conception Church,
400 W. 10th St.

The choir is directed by Stephanie Sobecki. Ad-
mission is free.

1

MICHIGAN CITY | NEW BUFFALO | PURELYELLESALON.COM

Ty

hristmas
atthe Acorn

14th Annual Sing Along Christmas

The most beautiful Christmas songs and
carols ever writtenl Songs from around
the world with acclaimed soloists!

Tickets; $25 and 535 l;:ufn S;f.emm.u
WARKE YOUR RESERAVCLS KeW

SR T LCI P LT FETIR I ACIEAT T S e ! | B ol Bty )
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FOR .
12 ON THE LAKE =
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AT 11:00 AM WED-5UN DINNER: STARTING AT 4PM

HF'DI.LGWUS ' 56.00 WEEKNIGHT HAPPY HOUR APPETIZERS

P AVEDA

20% off all Aveda and gift cards (some exceptions apply)
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Jim Eriksson, Agent
405 Johnsorn Road Car and home combo.

Michigan City, IN 46360 i
g o b7 46360, Combine your homeowners

jim.eriksson.gyxq@statefarm.com  and car policies and save
big-time.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there”
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
0901133.1 State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm

Books | Art | Antiques
The Bookworm

December Special
Our Annual
1/2 Price
Costume Jewelry
Sale

11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B,
Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/
Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403
www.bookwormwanatah.com

Bring in This Coupon and Receive
20% Off Entire Book Purchase

Westchester Public Library

The following programs are available:

* NorthShore Health Center free blood-pres-
sure screenings from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 13, at Hageman Library, 100 Francis
St., Porter, and 10 a.m. to noon Wednesday, Dec.
19, in the Thomas Library Bertha Wood Meet-
ing Room, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Interested patrons also can receive help calculat-
ing Body Mass Index.

e Jingle Bell Jamboree: Merry Grinchmas
from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 14, at Hageman
Library.

Children can listen to holiday stories, sing holi-
day songs and participate in holiday activities, in-
cluding games and making Grinch dust.

“Holiday Affair”

¢ Holiday film, “Holiday Affair,” at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16, at The Baugher Center, 100 W.
Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Free popcorn is available.

e Maker Mondays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 17, in the Thomas Library upstairs
IT classroom.

Local software engineer Adam Johnson will lead
a hands-on program, appropriate for patrons 12 and
older, about Arduino circuit devices. Registration is
necessary in person, by phone at (219) 926-7696 or
email at dan@wpl.lib.in.us

no place liks
219.879.9140 HOIVIE
312.343.9143 a full service eco-conscious design firm

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
1 | N
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JROTC Wins Sectional Meet )
Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Ju- It ) all a bOUt freSh!

nior Reserve Officer Training Corps won the Mid- shwarma / gyros / kefta / falafel / hummus / baba ghanoush & much more!
west Sectional Drill Meet on Saturday, Nov. 17. .

This qualifies the cadets to compete in the 'I-' E] E ii-'
MCJROTC Region 1 meet in Reading, Pa., on March ) - o
2, 2019, with the chance to qualify for the National ]
Meet in Washington, D.C., on April 13. These trips - _
are fully funded by the Marine Corps. P . %-‘E:—;r

Other qualifiers from the sectional were Chicago | /
Pritzker College Prep, Indianapolis Ben Davis and
Portage. There are 21 MCJROTC schools in the
Midwest section.

Dinner service Friday and Saturday nights

from 5-9pm starting Dec. 14, plus a full bar!

The Unarmed Basic Platoon executes “Eyes Right.”

MCHS earned first place in the Armed and Un- 225 W. 5th Street | Michigan City | 219.879.8888
armed Basic Regulation events. Those units were
commanded by Cadet Capt. Tyler Stockley and Ca-
det Gunnery Sgt. Danny Walker. The Wolves also
placed third in Armed Exhibition, third in Color

follow us on FB for weekly specials

Guard A, second in Color Guard B and third in

Marksmanship. Those drill units were commanded Hardware %

by Stockley, Cadet 1st Sgt. Zach Benedict and Cadet Duneland Home Pro Hardware & Design Center
Cpl. Josh Wilhelm. Karwick Plaza Michigan City » 219-878-1720

The cadets’ next meet is Dec. 8 at Purdue Univer-
sity West Lafayette. They then will travel to East o . COUNTER TOPS . ,
. R L. You will find great prices on Kitchen & Bathroom Counter Tops... Choose from Laminate, Granite, Quartz & Acrylic
Aurora High School in Illinois on Jan. 19 before Counter Tops...We provide you complete service, Tear-out, & Installation, Free Estimates...
heading to Reading for the regional meet in March.

Schoolhouse Shop

At Furnessville

Open 7 Days o Week til Christmas

278 E. 1500 N. ¢ Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551
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Anyone who steps through the front doors of
Long Beach Country Club these days encounters a
delightful surprise: a miniature village populated
with beloved local landmarks.

Al’s Supermarket.

Blue Chip Casino.

Lighthouse Place Premium Outlets.

There’s just one twist...and it’s a delectably deli-
cious one.

Each and every structure adds to a colorful, wild-
ly creative gingerbread village produced entirely by
country club staff.

It Takes a Village...Gingerbread, That Is

by Andrew Tallackson

_" ﬂ “

S T L0

Shawn Ward, the country club’s executive chef,
challenged his team to produce gingerbread build-
ings that best represent Long Beach and Michigan
City. And the staff, without question, rose to the
challenge.

Historic Barker Mansion, for instance, is bor-
dered by green-and white mints. Shoppers at Light-
house Place, it appears, prefer the Nike outlet. The
NIPSCO cooling tower is sculpted out of Rice Krisp-
ie treats.

All told, there are some 13 creations that country
club staff aim to display through the new year, as
long as it stays in good shape, of course. Whether
all those yummy sights prove too tempting for those
itching for a quick nibble remains to be seen...
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LaPorte County Parks

All registrations/questions go
through the Red Mill County Park
Administrative Office, 0185 S.
Holmesville Road, La Porte. Call
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

ﬁ::} fify
—t ﬂ&@»@ iﬁuﬁr—#ﬁ;ﬁ»@ﬁ Imovs

loy Sxhibilion

Nature’s Tiny Tots

Designed for parents and grandparents, explore
nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy mu-
sic, dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting,
hiking.

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Dec. 17,
Jan. 14 and 28, Feb. 4 and 11, March 4 and 18, and
April 1 and 15 at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. Coun-
ty Road 150 West. Call (219) 325-8315 at least one
week in advance to register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days

The program includes arts and crafts, games and
snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to
y y 7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per
It S Why I 111 here. child/per program. Pre-registration and payment

are required at least one week in advance or until

full, whichever comes first.
Warren Attar, Agent Your home and car are more than just The schedule is:
1902 £ US 20, Evergreen Plaza  things They're where you make your Dec. 19 — Let it Snow!
Z{'J?'?ig_g%_gngSSGo memories — and they deserve the right Jan. 16 — Terrific Trees.

' protection. | get it. It's why I'm here. Jan. 30 — Owls and More.

Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawg@statefarm.com LET'S TALK TODAY. Feb. 6 — A Raccoon’s World.
Feb. 27 — Catch the Sun.

o StateFarm March 6 — Bug Fun,

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Breakfast with the Birds

L Bloomington, IL The free, all-ages program is from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 26, at Luhr County Park Nature
Center.

Guests explore birds and enjoy breakfast treats

“ Mi c h i a n a while watching the birds feed at the nearby station.

No pre-registration is required. All children must be

M e c h a n i c al accompanied by an adult.

7 - Teachers-Groups-Scout Leaders
Heat ing & Cooli ng Free environmental education programs are of-

. . . fered to groups throughout the year. Programs last
Old Fashioned Quality & Service e 5 Y 5

one hour or longer depending on the group size and

with a Satisfaction Guarantee age. Programs can be scheduled at Creek Ridge,
All Service Techs Background Checked Luhr, Bluhm or Red Mill parks. Call (219) 325-8315
and Drug Tested for more information or to make a reservation.

Financing Options - Emergency Service Available Shelter and Hall Reservations

Call for Comfort Call (219) 325-8315 to make reservations for one
219-874-2454 of many picnic shelters at any of the four county
www.michianamechanical.com parks, or Pat Smith Hall at Red Mill County Park

for a family function.
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American
Red Cross

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

e LaPorte Family YMCA, 901 Michigan Ave., 1-6
p-m. Monday, Dec. 17.

® Trinity Lutheran Church, 907 Michigan Ave., La-
Porte, 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 18.

e St. Luke United Lutheran Church, 2000 E. Cool-
spring Ave., Michigan City, 2-8 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 19.

Donate blood or platelets through Dec. 19 and re-
ceive a $5 Amazon.com gift card by email. Donors
must be in good general health and feeling well, at
least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh at
least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details.

Brauer Museum of Art

Valparaiso University’s Brauer Museum of Art is
closed through Jan. 7 for the academic break and
exhibit installation.

DE#—J‘ E‘G-\.HT*F:,
"J-i.ﬂ-ﬁt. {::)..-"Ir_t. ﬁﬂd‘ ﬁWI—'nlﬂ_. M#_VE,F M..—-“I‘.E-j‘, f'”

Don‘t worry,Darling
won’t judge.
Stop by to shop for

whomever!
418 Franklin 51 Hours:
Michigan City, IN Wednesday-Saturday 11-5
219-210-3298 Sunday&Monday 12-4

Since 1950

N &= Interiors
Carpet e Upholstery e Drapery ® Blinds

Dear Sauta, _

9 thave been good gl most of the year. ‘_.'

9 seally wat o Gift Centificate fom )
M Interions! 7y

In-Home Estimates - Blind & Shade Repair

Don & Cheryl Young 1102 Franklin Street
Proprietors Michigan City,IN 46360

(219) 872-7236 www.mcinteriorsin.com

Friday Hours

The Beacher Weekly
Newspaper, 911 Franklin St.,

closes at 2 p.m. Fridays

Call us at (219) 879-0088 with questions

LOVE HAS AN ARMY

2 ICHTSFORGO0D

On average, just 60 minutes of bell ringing
can raise enough money to feed 13 people.
Sign up now to ring this Christmas -

and help fight for good.
www.RegisterToRing.com

THE SALVATION ARMY OF MICHIGAN CITY
1201 S. Franklin Street, Michigan City | (219) 874-6885




Page 22

December 13, 2018

Aiding a Good Cause

e S flitinen s —

Fen s e et

LIS
_rl '! Far§

The Four A’s Car Club has presented a $2,000 check to Orak Shrine
Temple to benefit Shriners Hospitals for Children, which offers free care
in times of need. Thanks to exposure through the Great Lakes Grand
Prix, the club has attracted new members, raising money for donations to
the hospital. Pictured are (from left) Four A’s Treasurer Dave Mann, Orak
Shrine Treasurer Bob Keuper and Four A’s Vice President Dave Rybicki.

PLUMBING
& HEATING
1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps,
Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters,
& Sewer Services

* Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You...
Small Enough To Know You...”

Abiney’s Oriental Rug
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP and DELIVERY SERVICE

e Carpet Cleaning

e Upholstery Cleaning \

¢ House Cleaning Services

¢ Drapery & Blind Cleaning \
(as they hang)

e Window Washing

All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a

specially designed chemical process

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing

1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

Art Barn School of Art

The following programs are through Art Barn
School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso:

¢ “A Christmas Carol” with Grant Fitch at 7
p-m. Saturday, Dec. 15.

Fitch’s one-man adaptation includes costumes
and props. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren 12 and younger.

e Ornament Parties from 2 to 5 p.m. Satur-
days, Dec. 15 and 22.

Children 5 and older can make handcrafted orna-
ments using paint, garlands, yarn, buttons, beads
and glitter. Refreshments will be served. The cost
is $35 per child and free for an accompanying adult.

Call (219) 462-9009 for more details.

Toys of Yesterday

Children can make toys during “Toys of Yester-
day” at 10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, at Barker Man-
sion, 631 Washington St.

Youngsters first will look at Catherine Barker’s
historic toys and others from the early 1900s, then
make a toy to take home. The cost is $2 per child
and free for each accompanying adult. Registration
is required through Eventbrite or by calling the
mansion at (219) 873-1520, Ext. 5.

Visit www.barkermansion.com for details.

Michigan City Art League

Michigan City Art League is exhibiting works in
the lobby at Swingbelly’s Restaurant, 3101 E. U.S.
12. Works will be available for purchase. Contact
Kadie O’Connor at (219) 214-2349 for details.

Duneland Home Pro Hardware & Design Center

Karwick Plaza Michigan City  219-878-1720

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Purchases Window Blinds & Plantation Shutters for less... Save on Beautiful Graber
Blinds & Shutters. We can also install them for you... Free Estimates...

Joseph F. Gazarkiewicz,
A New Focus = psypnsee
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

PsycHoLocicaL Services, P.C. Jerry Montgomery, LCSW

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your local resource, providing Mental Health Services H
for Adults, Couples, Adolescents and Children Nancy MI”EI’, MSW’ LCSW

1411 S. Woodland Ave., Ste. B
Michigan City, IN 46360

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

219-879-8580 ph
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Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore

The following programs are available:

* Drop-In Volunteer Program from 9 a.m. to
noon Saturday, Dec. 15.

Projects focus on preserving the park’s natural
and cultural resources. Dress for the weather, and
be prepared to walk off trail. All equipment and
protective gear, including gloves and eye protection,
will be provided. Meet at The Park Connection vol-
unteer office, which is adjacent to the main Chell-
berg Farm parking lot.

e A ranger will lead a two-hour tour of Indi-
ana Dunes National Lakeshore in one of the
park’s 16-passenger buses at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16

The tours meet at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.
After a brief introduction, participants board for the
tour. Tours are free, but reservations are required
by calling (219) 395-1882.

e Miller Woods Hike from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16, at the Paul H. Douglas Cen-
ter.

The ranger-led stroll explores a rare black oak
savanna, and offers views of Lake Michigan and
Chicago.

Q

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219)
395-1882 for more information.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered.:

¢ Indiana Dunes Christmas Bird Count all
day Saturday, Dec. 15.

The Indiana Audubon Society leads the annual
all-day event. Birders scour the Dunes tallying ev-
ery species they see and hear as part of the wildlife
census to assess the health of bird populations and
guide conservation actions. Stop by the Nature Cen-
ter or call the center to learn more.

e Animal Search Party from 10 to 11 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16.

Meet a naturalist at the Nature Center for an
easy walk to look for animal signs and activity in
the forest and marsh.

e FUR-tastic Show N’ Tell from 2 to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16.

Stop by the Nature Center to look at mammals of
the dunes, and learn about their special fur adapta-
tions.

Q
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

Classifieds work! « Call (219) 879-0088

casual netghborhood gathering place

Billie’s Benedict * Dunebillie’s Breakfast Wrap
Wake-n-Bacon * Biscuits and Gravy
Raytown Reuben * Chicken Bacon Ranch
Tuna Melt * Turkey Cheddar Wrap
e Apple Pear Chutney with Brie Grilled Cheese *

....Just to name a few!

Open Tues-Sun 8-2
CLOSED MONDAY

201 Center Street Sheridan Beach IN
219-809-6592

There are

messes to MAKE
IN YOUR HOME.

Whether it's making cookies or wrapping
presents, the best family moments are
made in the holiday mess.

SPEAK TO CHERYL HAMILTON TODAY!
NMLS 436346, 269.469.5552
cheryl.hamilton@bankwithmutual.com

72 MutualBank

bankwithmutual.com/yourhome

@ FDIC

SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL
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“Ralph” Reward

I : |_
peiiigliien 1) may

Lake Hils STEM Elementary School rewarded close to 150 students with a field trip to see “Ralph Wrecks the Internet”

on Nov. 27 and 28. The trip was part of a new schoolwide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports program that

recognizes good grades, discipline and attendance each trimester. Second- and third-trimester incentives will include a
bowling party and school dance. A final incentive for year-long excellence is a trip to Deep River Waterpark.

wm' Christmas Byfe,,

Our delicious buffet
will be back by popular demand.

Complete with surprise Christmas gifts
with our best holiday wishes.

on Dec. 22, 23 & 24th
from 5:00 pm to 9:30 pm

$22.50 per person, $12.50 for 12 & under.
Drinks not included

A'J"iﬂ y1

7

Open Mic Night

“Genius Night: Open Mic/Show & Tell” is at 6:30
p-m. EST Friday, Dec. 14, at Elsie Earl Studios, 200
W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, Mich.

The venue is open to singers, poets, storytellers,
musicians and visual artists. The cost is $5. Visit
ElsieEarlStudios.com for details.

POSH

Upscale Consignment Boutique
109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, Ml 49117
269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

Be in the Present.
Give a Present.
Buy Yourself One.

Look no FURther than Posh!
Merry Christmas to all!

N/ Taking Winter Consignments. Appointments Appreciated.
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New Troy Indoor Flea Market Free Estimates

The New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 Cu rtis
California Road, will host an indoor flea market
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. EST Saturday, Dec. 15. =

The market includes antiques, tools, crafts, books, F I oo rin g d
jewelry, memorabilia, housewares, farm fresh eggs
and locally made or grown food. Hot lunch is pre-

Install Hardwood, Vinyl
& Engineered Flooring

Install Tile
s
'..-""J.'“ ./,-"-,_‘,.'
gy
3 .-""J:.-- P

Y g

pared by The Salty Nag, which specializes in Irish P
stew and street tacos. -~ ;
Proceeds from space rentals benefit the center, an ""_:': 5 ,.a";"" y
11-volunteer facilit by th -profit Friend e
s Sy e e et Pnde | = (259 153008
The market continues the second and third Sat- g = curtisflooring@icloud.com

urdays of each month through April. Contact Don-
ald at (773) 803-9773 for details.

Afternoon Tea Qou cBqu/jgr g
Registration is Monday, Dec. 17, through Satur-

day, Jan. 26, for New Buffalo Township Library’s ) f RNIT R E
fifth annual Afternoon Tea, which is set for 2 p.m. w ERK
EST Sunday, Jan. 27, in the Pokagon Room.

Tickets, which cost $8, include admission, a va-
riety of teas to choose from and a selection of tea

Refinish ¢ Upholster ¢ Restore
Guaranteed Craftsmanship

sandwiches, scones and sweets. Vegan and gluten- Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI
free options will be available. 219-872-1700

Contact Courtney at nbtlcreate@gmail.com, visit 4980 W. Hwy 20 ¢ In “The Pines” * Michigan City, IN 46360
www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or call (269) www.furniturewerks.com

469-2933 for details. The library is located at 33 N.
Thompson St.

PNW Baseba" Camp Overnight boarding available

Registration is under way for Purdue University
Northwest’s four-week baseball camp that starts Separate play areas for
Jan. 13 at the Westville campus. large, medium, and small dogs

PNW Assistant Coach Shane Prance will direct REDM“N -
the program in conjunction with U.S. Baseball E COMPANY )
Academy. Classes, available for players in grades Q05 DAY CHRS 800 w630 mu EST
1-12, are limited to seven per coach. Sessions are of- W N\ Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pu EST
fered in advanced hitting, pitching, catching, field- HER E poGs P\ Sunday 10:00 w - 12:00 on
ing and baserunning.

Space is limited. Visit www.USBaseballAcademy. (269) 586-3748 - 219 W. Maison Ave, New Bufalo, MI  www com [

com or call (866) 622-4487 to register or for more
details.

Read The Beacher On Line -Classes 7 Days a Week
* Private Yoga at the studio or
http://www.thebeacher.com/ In your home
*Yoga Therapy
* BARS Access g
i Joasicin Fiet * Drop Ins Welcome g
i 0 a » Senior/Student Discount g
g = 200hr Teacher Training - |
B starts September 6th E
Duneland Home Pro Hardware & De3|gn Center L e e s K svse :
Karwick Plaza Michigan City ® 219-878-1720 [ g
CAB'NET SALE | 19135 US Highway 12, New Buffalo, Michigan 49117
You will find unbeatable prices on Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry... Many cabinets are part of our QSP (269) L I
(Quick Ship Program). Cabinets in 10 days or less!!! Free Estimates... L
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Making Waves

-

The Beacher’s Paul Kemiel captured this stunning shot: 15- to 18-foot waves crashing over Michigan City’s lighthouse pier on Monday, Nov. 26.

Rest Easy
with Insurance from
Indiana Farmers E*M;'

{i
Insurance
| -0 il

Auto | Home | Business |Farm

DOLSON INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

124 Woodland Ct., Ste. D, Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 879-4524

) . 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
De Vries Tire Co. ;0o n

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219 874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

e COMPLETE e NEW
REMODELING CONSTRUCTION
* ROOM @ING e 4 SEASON
ADDITIONS ROOMS
E CONSTRUCTION INC.
* SIDING e CONCRETE
« DECKS 219-861-6341 « MASONRY
www. hullingsconstruction.com
* GARAGES * FLOORING
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Girls Basketball Clinics

The Michigan City High School Wolves Girls Bas-
ketball team will hold free mini basketball clinics
for girls in grades K-8.

The clinics, held at the Wolves Den Gymnasium,
are from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15,
and 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 22.

Girls can attend one or both. No advance regis-
tration is required; parents will be asked to com-
plete permission slips at the door.

FUMC Women’s Cookie Walk

The 18th Annual Christmas Cookie Walk is from
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 15, at First United
Methodist Church, 121 W. Seventh St.

Presented by the United Methodist Women,
guests can pick their favorite cookies, the cost being
$8 a pound.

Old Lighthouse Museum

Old Lighthouse Museum in Washington Park will
be open from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
Dec. 15-16 and 22-23.

Have a story idea for The Beacher?
Call us at (219) 879-0088
or email drew@thebeacher.com

DREAM HOMES = 2%
STARTWITH 8 g o
' DREAM SERVICE. :;%}’.\;' ;

| Mary Vrska HORIZON

Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950 BANK

2 Fic HorizonBank.com

Duneland Home Pro Hardware & Design Center
Karwick Plaza Michigan City » 219-878-1720

FLOORING SALE

You will find the best selection of Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic Tile &
LVT Water Proof Flooring for less!!! Free Estimates...

GROUP ART ADVENTURES 38 g5

fused glass « mosaic art mlxed medlaworkshops 3m—§5| gg
o W = =S
2% &3
S ART+
gsclENCE
3 WORKS

HORIZON i3
|||kAWNING

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades |
Canvas Repairs

Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329

800-513-2940

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

High

Reduce sun exposure and apply
window film

Protect your home furnishings with window film.
All Films Reduce 99% UV

Ascort WiNnpow TINTING
(219) 363-9367

4scott2tint@gmail.com e ascottwindowtinting.com

ACCESS MOBILITY
WHEFLCHAIR SHOD

FAITHFULLY SERVING THE NEEDS
OF THE HANDICAPPED

Stairlifts, Porch Lifts, & Vehicle Lifts
1-888-201-5223

DAVE LEWIS Phone 219-872-5804
President Fax 219-872-5814
LIVE TALK -
AM 1420
219-861-1632 wimgradio.com

DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 ¢ Fax: 219-879-9813
We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com
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Activities to Explore

In the Area:

Dec. 13 — Christmas Angels Among Us, 2 p.m.,
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 13 — Harbor Country Singers caroling, 6-8
p-m. EST, New Buffalo Township Library, 33 N.
Thompson St.

Dec. 14 — Jingle Bell Jamboree: Merry Grinch-
mas, 5-7 p.m., Hageman Library, 100 Francis St.,
Porter.

Dec. 14 — “Genius Night: Open Mic/Show &
Tell,” 6:30 p.m. EST, Elsie Earl Studios, 200 W. Buf-
falo St., New Buffalo, Mich. Info: ElsieEarlStudios.
com

Dec. 14-17 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St.,
Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Can You Ever
Forgive Me?” Rated R. Times: 6 p.m. Fri.-Mon. Also:
“Wildlife.” Rated PG-13. Times: 9 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 3
p-m. Sat.-Sun. All times Eastern. Info: vickersthe-
atre.com

Dec. 15 — Indiana Dunes Christmas Bird Count,
all day, Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 15 — 18th Annual Christmas Cookie Walk,
9 a.m.-noon, First United Methodist Church, 121 W.
Seventh St.

Dec. 15 — “Toys of Yesterday,” 10 a.m., Barker
Mansion, 631 Washington St. Cost: $2/child, free/
accompanying adult. Registration: Eventbrite, (219)
873-1520, Ext. 5.

Dec. 15 — Holiday Bash, 6 p.m., PA.R.C., 1713
Franklin St. 21 & older.

Dec. 16 — Animal Search Party, 10-11 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 16 — Holiday film presentation, “Holiday
Affair,” 1:30 p.m., The Baugher Center, 100 W. Indi-
ana Ave., Chesterton.

Dec. 16 — Polish Advent & Christmas Customs,
2 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 17 — Film Showing: “The Polar Express,”
3:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E.
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 18 — Holiday Craft for Kids, 3:30 p.m.,
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Saturdays in December — Glowing Lights
Night, 4 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washington
St. Cost: $8/adult, $5/youth or senior. Reservation:
Eventbrite.

Through Jan. 4 — Holiday Artisan Market, Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Info:
www.lubeznikcenter.org

Through January — Duneland Plein Air Paint-
ers exhibit, Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth
St. Info: www.chestertonart.com



December 13, 2018 ?W Page 29

In the Region

Dec. 15 — Harbor Country Hikers, 10 a.m. EST,
Harbert Road Preserve. Info: harborcountryhikers.
com

Dec. 15 — Indoor flea market, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. EST,
New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 Cali-
fornia Road. Free admission. Info: (773) 803-9773.

Dec. 15 — “A Christmas Carol” with Grant Fitch,
7 p.m., Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road
400 East, Valparaiso. Tickets: $10/adults, $5/chil-
dren 12 & younger. Info: (219) 462-9009.

Dec. 15-16 — “Weekends With Santa,” Gabis Ar-
boretum at Purdue Northwest, 71 N. County Road
500 West near Valparaiso. Photos with Santa/noon-
4 p.m. Carload admission: $5. Info: (219) 462-0025.

Dec. 16 — Lake Michigan Youth Orchestra win-
ter concert, 4 p.m. EST, Lakeshore High School Au-
ditorium, 5771 Cleveland Ave., Stevensville, Mich.
Tickets: $5/adults, $3/students & seniors. Info: (269)
982-4030, www.smso.org

Through Jan. 17 — Laurie Schirmer Carpen-
ter’s “Midwestern Soliloquy,” Valparaiso’s The Vil-
lage Gallery, 303 Pines Village Circle. Info: (219)
465-1591.

Want your event listed here?

Email drew@thebeacher.com

Holiday Hours
Christmas Week

Closed Monday & Tuesday, Dec. 24-25
Open Wednesday-Friday, Dec. 26-28

New Year’s Week
Closed Monday & Tuesday, Dec. 31-Jan. 1
Open Wednesday-Friday, Jan. 2-4

] SoANOIg

the Beacher Business Printers
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e @11 Franklin Street o Michigan City
(219) 879 0088  Fax (219) 879 8070
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On December 13, 1918, President Woodrow Wil-
son arrived in France, becoming the first chief ex-
ecutive to visit Europe while in office.

On December 13, 1927, Yehudi Menuhin, a
10-year-old child violinist, made his successful New
York debut in Carnegie Hall. After the triumphant
recital he was asked what he would like next. “Some
ice cream,” was his reply.

On December 13, 1928, George Gershwin’s An
American in Paris premiered in New York’s Carn-
egie Hall.

On December 13, 1978, the ill-fated “Susan B. An-
thony” dollar was issued by the United States Mint.

On December 14, 1799, at his home in Mount
Vernon, Va., George Washington, the nation’s first
president, died at 67.

On December 14, 1902, the cable ship Silverton
set out from San Francisco to lay the first cable from
the mainland to Honolulu. On Jan. 1, 1903, the ca-
ble was ready to transmit messages.

On December 14, 1911, Norwegian explorer Roald
Amundson made the first recorded visit to the South
Pole, beating out an expedition by Robert F. Scott.

On December 14, 1999, to the dismay of millions
of fans, cartoonist Charles Schulz announced that
he was retiring his “Peanuts” comic strip.

On December 15, 1791, the first 10 amendments
to the Constitution, which went under the title of
“The Bill of Rights,” went into effect after being rat-
ified by Virginia.

On December 15, 1939, “Gone With the Wind”
premiered at Loew’s Grand Theater in Atlanta.

On December 15, 1944, during World War II, an
army plane, with bandleader Major Glenn Miller

aboard, disappeared on a flight over the English
Channel.

On December 15, 1984, Russia launched an un-
manned spacecraft that was designed to rendezvous
with Halley’s Comet in March of 1986.

On December 15, 2001, the Leaning Tower of
Pisa, Italy, reopened to the public after a $27 mil-
lion realignment that had dragged on for more than
a decade.

On December 16, 1835, there was a $20 million
loss as more than 700 buildings burned in New York
City.

On December 16, 1905, Variety, a weekly maga-
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zine devoted to all phases of show business, came
out with its first edition. It contained 16 pages, and
sold for a nickel.

On December 16, 1916, Grigori Rasputin, the
“mad monk” who wielded a mystical influence over
the Czar and Czarina of Russia, was lured to a
Petrograd palace and poisoned. When this failed to
kill him, he was stabbed to death and his body sunk
beneath the ice of a local canal.

On December 16, 1959, The Second City improvi-
sational comedy troupe staged its first performance
in Chicago.

On December 16, 2000, President-elect George W.
Bush selected Colin Powell to become the nation’s
first black secretary of state.

On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright
made the world’s first successful airplane flight as
they soared over the sand dunes near Kitty Hawk,
NC. Only five persons, besides themselves, were
present. Although a general invitation had been is-
sued to everyone within a five or six mile radius, not
many were willing to face a cold December wind to
see, as they no doubt thought, another flying ma-
chine that would not fly.

On December 17, 1933, in the first world cham-
pionship of professional football, the Chicago Bears
defeated the New York Giants by a score of 23-21.
(Each player on the winning team received $210.00).

On December 18, 1865, slavery was abolished in
the United States by the adoption of the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution, which read: “Nei-
ther slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have
been legally convicted, shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”

On December 18, 1892, Tchaikovsky’s “The Nut-
cracker” premiered in St. Petersburg, Russia.

On December 18, 1915, President Woodrow Wil-
son, widowed the year before, married Edith Bolling
Galt.

On December 18, 1978, NASA abandoned plans to
try to save the Skylab space station, deciding to let
the descending craft burn in the atmosphere.

10J0)>

On December 19, 1732, Benjamin Franklin began
publication of Poor Richard’s Almanack, a series of
booklets full of aphorisms and homely sayings.

On December 19, 1776, Thomas Paine published
his first American Crisis essay, in which he wrote,
“These are the times that try men’s souls.”

On December 19, 1843, Charles Dickens’ famous
Yuletide tale, A Christmas Carol, was published in . .
England. the Beacher Business Printers
On December 19, 1957, Meredith Wilson’s musi- 911 Frankiin Street » Michigan City
cal play “The Music Man” opened on Broadway. (219) 879 0088 « Fax (219) 879 8070

On December 19, 1997, “Titanic” opened in movie email: beacher@thebeacher.com e htp://www.thebeacher.com
theaters across the nation.
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CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)
1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. ** 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.
Email: classads @thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call (219) 872-1217.

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle.
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5,
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Consider booking a HARPIST to set perfect ambience for your important
event! Debraplaysharp @live.com or (219) 229-3096

ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS - FIRME’S
(2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City — (219) 874-3455
U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light — (219) 874-4003.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition - (269) 426-3868

Southlake RV & Boat Storage. Inside & Outside Secured,
14ft overhead doors.
Located on Indiana 39, LaPorte. Inquiries to (219) 326-1000.

JUST LIKE HOME
We provide assisted living in our home.
We are a private home w/4 residents to a home.
Live-in care is $2,100/month.
This includes room/board, assisted care, all meals. Call Sue (219) 874-4891.

PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at (219) 878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services,
21 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

ESSENTIAL CLEANING
Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling Cleanup, Business and
Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and Commercial. Insured and
references available.
Call Rebecca at (219) 617-7746 or
email essentialcleaningl @sbcglobal.net

'FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service
Professional - Insured - Bonded — Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.

D&D CLEANING
Specializing in residential, vacation homes, rentals and new construction/
remodeling cleanup. Flexible schedule/regular cleaning crew. References
available. Call (219) 877-9502

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING - (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask
your neighbors!

H & H HOME REPAIR - skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: « Carpentry + Finished Basements « New Baths + Decks *
« Electrical + Plumbing « Flooring + Ceramic Tile « Drywall/Painting
» Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner — (219) 861-1990.

24/7 Emergency Service « Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 - Office (219) 380-9907

BILL SMART - (269) 469-4407
Carpenter * Electrician + Plumber « Painting & Tile

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only,
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows.
Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40 yrs. experience.

APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 785-4321
WASHERS - REFRIGERATORS - OVENS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I'm referred” after repair. $20 off.

A-PLUS, INC.
Call now for all of your remodeling needs!
We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling,
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks!
No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

HANDYMAN EXTERIOR REPAIRS (ROOFING/SIDING/GUTTERS)
RUBBER AND ROOF: leak and shingle repairs. SIDING: fascia, soffits,
windows, doors, custom metal wrap repairs, rodent damage. SEAMLESS
GUTTERS: Gutter installation, downspouts, gutter screens, gutter adjust-
ments. Weatherizing for fall and winter. Power washing, odd jobs, trees,
brush removal. Call Lewis at (219) 214-7320

LLOYD’S — DUNES SERVICES
Roofing « Painting * Tuckpointing * Tree Removal « Stump/brush removal
Gutter guards « Power washing + Raking « All home repairs
Guaranteed work. 30 years experience. Locally owned.
Fully Injured - (219) 229-9387

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork -
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal
Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior - Deck washing/staining - Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.
20% off labor for interior painting Nov.-March.

. Call (219) 778-4145 - (219) 363-9003

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding
and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured.
Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. (219) 861-7339.

CAPPY PAINTING. Interior/exterior painting. 20+years experience.
Professional, quality work at reasonable prices. Call (219) 221-7909.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall « Eifs « Stucco * Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

JOSEPH PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Power Washing. Drywall Repairs.
Wallpaper Removal. Insured/Bonded. Free estimate. (219) 879-1121/
(219) 448-0733.

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
(219) 879-5150 - dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) — gutters —
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates — insured, bonded, licensed
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Lawn maintenance, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs!
Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN CO.

A Personal Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help
in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
RESTORE - MAINTAIN - MANAGE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / (219) 229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. Weedings, Clean-ups, Mowing, Mulch,
Planting. Tree service. Insured. (219) 871-9413.

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, small tree
removal, leaf removal, gutter cleaning, flower beds, power wash, any
yardwork. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

ISAAC’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Weekly lawn maintenance, spring/fall cleanups, power washing, weeding,
mowing, trimming, mulching, edging, leaf cleanup. Insured. (219) 878-1985.

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Home/business. Fall cleanup, snow shoveling, winter watch, mulch, mow,
trim, hedging. Haul away debris. Free estimates. Insured.

(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com




December 13, 2018

Page 33

LAWN CLEANUP and LEAF RAKING.
Call (219) 861-9219.

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

CHAD & NANCY ADDIE - MENDED HEARTS COLLECTIBLES
Thoughtful estate liquidation. We’re glad to offer perspective, ideas on
process. Call us at (219) 393-4609

WANTED: | buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys,
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

| BUY JEWELRY - STERLING, GOLD, COSTUME
Will come to your home. Call Lorelei @ (219) 872-5000

Beachwalk Resort at STOP 7 has fully furnished homes, ranging from
studio to 5 bedrooms available for monthly rent Sept. 15-May 15. Monthly
rates
$900 to $2,500, INCLUDES utilities, cable and Internet. Please call
(800) 814-7501 or email odessa@beachwalkresort.com for more
information.

Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room.
$2,100/wk. WiFi. W/D. No smoking/pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful beach.
Winter/spring available: $895/mo-+util. Call Pat at (708) 361-8240.

***LONG-TERM RENTALS*****
$1,500/mo + utilities | Stop 20 | Furnished 3 BR 2 BA
2-Car Garage Overlooking Moon Valley
****CARI ADAMS, PROPERTY MANAGER @ (219) 898-5412***

Furnished 2BR/1BA rental September-May in Sheridan Beach. Newly
rehabbed. $1,050. Call (574) 514-3224.

Beautiful new gorgeously decorated 4BR/4BA house in Shorewood
Hills. 5 minutes walk to lake. 400 square foot screened-in porch. Rent:
$2,500+utilities. 1-year lease available. Call (847) 769-7800 or email

liskorinternational@gmail.com

Monthly rentals — Extended Stay!
Furnished, housekeeping, cable, WiFi, waterfront, at Pioneer Pier.
1BR with kitchenette, $795.
2BR with kitchen, $995.
Call Pete at (219) 561-0066.

Support those who advertise in the Beacher!
Tell them you saw their Ad!

ext Week!

The Beacher’s Christmas Edition
Place Your Ads Today!

Questions:

Contact Editor
Drew Tallackson at
(219) 879-0088,
drew@thebeacher.com

5900[9AU3

the Beacher Business Printers

@11 Franklin Street o Michigan City
(219) 879 0088  Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com e http://www.bbpnet.com/




Page 34

December 13, 2018

Off the Book Shelf

I by Sally Carpenter

The Fallen Architect by Charles Balfoure
(hardcover, $25.99 retail in bookstores and online;
also available as an eBook. 322 pages)

For every action, there is an equal and opposite
reaction. Therefore, when a horrendous accident
happens, killing 14 people, someone must be to
blame. But when a court rushes to convict someone,
the truth may not always come out.

It’s 1900, and Douglas Layton is a well-known
and respected architect in London.
He had designed many prestigious
buildings and recently won a compe-
tition to design the Royal Post Office.
A very big win, indeed.

Layton is married to a lord’s
daughter, and they have a 4-year-old
boy, Ronald, the joy of Layton’s life.
A pretty picture. But what the posh
upper-class of England doesn’t know
is that Layton is an imposter. Class
structure in England at the time is
strict. One doesn’t move from com-
moner to gentry: “The instant a child
in England was brought into the
world, he was placed on a rung of a
tall, invisible social ladder. And there
he stayed for the rest of his life.”

What the lords and ladies don’t
know is that Layton is from Puddle-
town in Dorset — the son of a stone-
mason. That’s a long way from the
landed gentry. But Layton has been fascinated by
architecture since a child, and as a young man at-
tended school to become a proper architect. That
also gave him the chance to move to London and
win his wife and the accolades of the upper class
on his own merits. No one knew his humble begin-
nings: “He had done what so few in England could:
reinvent himself.”

As his fame as an architect grows, Layton receives
many commissions. But the most unusual and fas-
cinating is the one for a new theater. At this time,
what was called “music halls” had begun a trans-
formation from rowdy entertainment venues for the
lower classes to fancy theaters featuring a better
class of acts to entice the middle and upper class-
es. To draw in these richer customers, the theaters
were much improved in both appearance and the
quality of the acts, even including the new moving
pictures. They were now called “variety theatres.”

Layton’s commission is for the Britannia Empire
Theatre. On opening night, the unthinkable hap-
pens: A section of the front balcony gives way and 14
people, including several children, lose their lives,
while others are maimed or otherwise injured. Lay-
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ton is found guilty and sent to prison for five years
of hard labor. Newspapers across the country label
him the Butcher of the West End.

Coming out of prison, his wife having divorced
him, Layton swallows his pride and goes back to
his family home in Dorset. His brother introduces
him to a worker at the Grand Imperial Theatre in
Nottingham, who helps him get a job as a scene
painter. He moves to Nottingham and completes his
transformation by taking the name
Frank Owen, hoping no one recog-
nizes his face from the newspapers.

Layton enjoys his job at the the-
ater, makes friends with the enter-
tainers, and life moves on. How-
ever, he doesn’t want to spend his
life as an outcast, unable to return
to his life work as an architect, but
what can he do about it? He could
find out what really happened that
night five years ago for a start...

Little does Layton know that
starting his own investigation into
who really wanted the accident
to happen leads to finding skel-
etons in the most unusual places,
even threats and attempts on his
own life. Many people thought five
years in prison was not enough
punishment, that he only received
a light sentence because he was a
gentleman. Plus, the families of those killed in the
theater want him dead, too. Persistence and a little
help from friends lead Layton to a confrontation he
doesn’t see coming. Who can you trust?

I loved the way Balfoure weaves the social struc-
ture and mores of the early 20th century into his
story. It provides a better understanding of why
what happened to Layton makes him a pariah
among the upper class that once praised him and
accepted him as one of their own.

A most addictive read, filled with the color and
amusing actions of the variety theater of the time
— both behind and in front of the curtain —and a
bit of a lesson in architecture.

Balfoure also provides a mystery that takes a lot
of investigating to reach a satisfying — did I just
say “satisfying”? — conclusion. Hmmm.

Balfoure is an architect as well as a writer. His
area of specialty is historic preservation. He has
written two other books: The Paris Architect (a New
York Times bestseller) and The House of Thieves.
One chapter of each book can be found at the end of
The Fallen Architect.

Till next time, happy reading!

st af The Parts Arekitect
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2411 St Lawrence Ave, Long Beach, IN 46360

UNION TOWNSHIP LAPORTE LAPORTE
4br/2.1ba / $800,000 2br/1ba / $350,000 4bed/3ba / $329,000
Michael Bill Smith ¢ 219.921.9227 Albers/Schauble « 219.728.7295 Giorgios Karayannis ¢ 219.805.6754
789WJolietRd.info 3713Highway104.info 1648SFieldstoneDrive.info

M e . ™ X i o ¥ o

MICHIANA SHORES MICHIGAN CITY MICHIGAN CITY

2br/2ba / $284,900 3br/1.1ba / $167,000 4br/2ba / $159,900
Jordan Gallas ¢ 219.861.3659 Jordan Gallas ¢ 219.861.3659 Rudy & Mike Conner ¢ 219.898.0708
211ShadyOakDrive.info 301LoranRoad.info 143Fogarty.info

CROWN POINT MICHIGAN CITY HAMMOND
3br/1ba / $150,000 3br/1ba / $99,000 3br/1ba / $79,900
Eddie Evangelista « 847.845.7164 Jordan Gallas ¢ 219.861.3659 Linda Wiechnik-Goble ¢ 219.973.8040
11921Lee.info 4852CloverLane.info 7417Park.info

REAL ESTATE . L ® .
; COMPANIES Stop looking, start finding® atproperties.com =R
°f THE WORLD" At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.
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LONG BEACH REALTY

1401 LAKESHORE DR = 218.874.5200
3100 LAKESHORE DR = 219.872.1432
LONGBEACHREALTY.NET

LONG BEACH
REALTY

local since, forever

2817 ROSLYN TRAIL
LONG BEACH
$415,000

Many Scandinavian and Italian influences throughout

this 5 bd 2.5 bath home. Wonderful trees, shrubs, and
perennials surround this large beach home.

2 DUF

5 F L

DDEN SHO

$548,000

Beautiful 3 bd 2.5 ba ranch brick home sits in the

desirable Hidden Shores, walking distance to Long
Beach Country Club and the beach.

71 Y ANE
H I HORES

Tucked in the woods along a bend at Stop 16, this 3+
bd, 2 ba cottage puts nature and privacy at your
doorstep--all within an easy walk of Lake Michigan.

Doug Waters*, Principal Broker, GRI 219-877-7290
Sandy Rubenstein*, Managing Broker, 219-879-7525
June Livinghouse*, Broker, ABR, GRI 219-878-3888
Zakaria Elhidaoui, Broker, 219-448-1052

Tom Cappy*, Broker, 773-220-7196
Jebbie Smith, Broker, 219-872-8400
Sunny Billups**, Broker 773-414-4086
Zach Baker, Broker, 219-878-3325

*Licensed in Michigan and Indiana
**Licensed in Illinois and Indiana



