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The Entertainer
by Andrew Tallackson

Alan Barcus has stories to tell.
Magnifi cent stories. Hysterical stories. 

Stories so remarkable, they prompt me to 
give pause, astonished the man seated across from 
me, so humble and ingenuous, enjoying a cup of cof-
fee, has forged such an extraordinary life for him-
self.

A La Porte native, for instance, who boasts a 
lifelong friendship with actor Joe Mantegna (“He’s 
regarded as the nicest man in Hollywood, and he 

is”). The guy who wrote a song for a young Richard 
Marx. Who once served as an orchestra conductor 
at Chicago’s legendary Playboy Club (“I couldn’t tell 
my mother where I worked — all those naked peo-
ple walking around”). Who generated nearly 2,500 
radio and TV spots, the most iconic being Car-X’s 
“rattle, rattle, thunder, clatter, boom, boom, boom” 
campaign (“That might be my epitaph”).

Alan Barcus, photographed by The Beacher’s Bob Wellinski after a performance last fall at The Acorn Theater in Three Oaks, Mich.

Entertainer Continued on Page 2
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Entertainer 
Continued from Page 1

For Barcus, how his life 
turned out was not part of 
some master plan. To hear 
him tell it, success shadowed 
luck. Pure luck. Plain and 
simple.

“So much of it is by acci-
dent,” he says. “None of it was 
planned. And to top it off, in 
the beginning, all I wanted to 
do was succeed in track.”

In the Beginning —
Athlete or Entertainer?

Indeed, the parental in-
fl uences in Alan’s child-
hood could have tipped 

the scales in either direction. 
He was born in La Porte, grow-
ing up in what was referred to 
as “Poletown.” Densely popu-
lated with Polish immigrants, 
a young Alan became “fl uent in Polish profanity,” 
he says with robust laughter, raised by parents who 
were polar opposites.

His father was Ray Barcus, a minor-leaguer 
through the Chicago White Sox.

“So much of the time,” Alan said of his childhood, 
“I would easily be out throwing a curveball with my 
dad. He was a power pitcher. I was a junk pitcher.”

His mother, Nellie, was a pianist. She preferred 
he follow in her footsteps, carting him off to piano 
lessons with Hilda Wagner Pease. Alan, however, 
showed no interest. In fact, he loathed piano lessons, 
doing everything possible to persuade his mother to 
call it quits. Eventually, he succeeded.

So in school, he loved football, baseball, basket-
ball and track. There was just one problem. Weigh-
ing only 149 pounds, he was getting hurt all the 
time. In fact, he broke his wrist diving for the end 
zone during a high school football game. He ended 
his high school career with the Slicer baseball team.

Socially, life was frustrating. He describes him-
self freshman year as a “miserable 14-year-old.

“I looked like a straw,” he continued. “I didn’t 

think of myself as shy, but 
I was uncomfortable about 
girls. Years later, I wrote the 
song ‘14,’ about all the wom-
en who passed me by.”

After graduating from La 
Porte High School, Alan at-
tended Indiana State Uni-
versity in Terre Haute, where 
his dexterity in cross country 
and track saw him make the 
track team freshman year.

“The coach said, ‘Who 
are you?,’ and I said, ‘I don’t 
think I’m anybody.’ But I was 
so thrilled.”

Alan, in fact, was part of 
the same Hall of Fame class 
that includes the legendary 
Larry Bird. And, it should be 
noted, it was the night before 
a track meet that the seeds of 
song his mother planted amid 
his youth fi nally emerged. 
Riddled with nerves, Alan 
could not sleep. He tried ev-

erything to calm himself: a fi ve-mile walk, seeing 
a movie. Nothing worked. In a burst of inspiration, 
he headed over to the practice rooms at the campus 
music department. He fi ddled around with notes, 
sequences of chords. 

Slowly, but surely, a musician was born.

From Teacher to Performer

Upon graduating from ISU with a master’s 
degree in business in 1960, Alan did not 
stray far from campus. His fi rst job out 

of college was in nearby Brazil, Ind., teaching and 
coaching basketball, cross country and track at the 
local high school. His mother, Nellie, certainly was 
proud. It was precisely what she wanted for her 
son. A respectable career. A steady income. A family. 
Alan was now married. He and his wife, Ann, had a 
daughter, Katie.

For a while, Alan was content. Life was good. 
Gradually, he grew restless. He couldn’t shake the 
love of music that fl ourished in college. He realized, 
if he was to succeed in music, he needed to escape a 

Alan’s parents, Ray and Nellie Barcus. 
Photo provided by Alan Barcus
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provincial Indiana life and head for either Los An-
geles, New York or Chicago. The decision was ago-
nizing, but with the support of his family, and with 
no solid job prospects in sight, he, Ann and Katie 
moved to Chicago.

The aforementioned luck was the catalyst for 
Alan scoring his fi rst two big gigs.

One was as an orchestra conductor at Chicago’s 
Playboy Club. This, Alan says, was back in the days 
when fi rst-rate musicians performed, when then 
unknowns like Steve Martin and Billy Crystal  test-
ed material as fl edgling standup comedians. Play-
ing fi ve nights a week, Alan never told his mother 
where he was performing. She was insistent on not 
only seeing him, but also bringing his former piano 
teacher. Those requests, Alan says with a chuckle, 
were denied.

“Those bunny costumes, alone, would have made 
her faint,” he said. “She would have fallen over. 
Dead.”

Alan would work at The Playboy Club for four 
years, and it was during this time that his path 
crossed with Dick Marx, then a top music produc-
er in Chicago, his forte being commercials. Alan’s 
style, Dick felt, in some ways resembled Elton John, 
and it impressed Marx, who started hiring him for 
various ad campaigns. It was also what, down the 
road, lead Alan to help Dick’s son, Richard, write a 
song the musician would take with him to Los An-
geles to pursue a career.

Alan also was hired as the music director for a 
production of “Hair.”  The landmark Broadway mu-
sical also marked the stage debut, in 1969, for a 

Alan, in his track days at Indiana State University. 
Photo provided by Alan Barcus

Entertainer Continued on Page 4

Subject to credit approval.

Buying a home doesn’t have to be scary or hard. 
When you partner with MutualBank, a mortgage loan 
expert will guide you through these steps:  

1. Apply with Mortgage Lender, Cheryl Hamilton 
or online at bankwithmutual.com.

2. Submit documentation for review and 
property appraisal.

3. Participate in the closing of your new home!

Contact Cheryl Hamilton! 
NMLS 436346
6 West Buffalo Street, New Buffalo
269.469.5552 
cheryl.hamilton@bankwithmutual.com

Take steps toward your new home!
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Entertainer Continued from Page 3

young actor named Joe 
Mantegna.

Mantegna, of course, 
would go on to co-write 
“Bleacher Bums,” the 
award-winning play in-
troduced by Chicago’s 
Organic Theater Co., 
and become a regular in 
David Mamet produc-
tions, winning a  Tony as 
Richard Roma in Mam-
et’s “Glengarry Glen 
Ross.” His subsequent 
career has spanned fi lm 
and TV, but the friend-
ship that emerged be-
tween him and Alan 
never dimmed. They 
produced the Chicago 
play “Eli,” with Manteg-
na co-writing the book 
and Barcus writing the 
book, music and lyrics. 
Mantegna recommended 
Alan to score the Oscar-
nominated short fi lm, 
“Medusa Challenger.”  

Alan also had the op-
portunity to work with 
the likes of Dennis Franz 
(“NYPD Blue”) and An-
dre DeShields, the later 
whose esteemed career 
began with that Chica-
go production of “Hair.” 
He also originated the 
title role in the beloved 
Broadway musical “The 
Wiz.”

Alan recalls the time DeShields headed to Mar-
shall Field’s while still showcasing his trippy hair 
from Stuart Gordon’s “Warp!” A guy saw him in his 
wild getup and shouted, “Get a job!,” unaware, of 
course, that DeShields was a respected actor. And, 
Alan stresses, DeShields went on to an expansive 
career not only as a performer, but also in writ-
ing and directing. He is, Alan says, an intellectual 
whose knowledge of theater is staggering,

Alan stays in touch with DeShields and Manteg-
na. Mantegna, of course, became one of Hollywood’s 
most respected entertainers. When he acts, Alan 
says, “it’s pure magic.” 

And in those early days, if Alan’s mother ever 
doubted he would make it as a musician, he offered 
her these words of reassurance. In Chicago, as a 
performer, he made more money in one week than 
he did in two months as a teacher.

The Car-X Man

Alan can tell 
you the exact 
number of TV 

and radio spots he cre-
ated. It’s 2,498. His gift 
for tapping into what 
appeals to consumers 
has spawned work for 
Pepsi, State Farm Insur-
ance, McDonald’s and 
Kellogg’s. Remember 
the “Oo, La, La” jingle 
for Tresemé shampoo? 
That’s Alan.

But the big one, the 
one, the one that earns 
him scads of recogni-
tion, is the “rattle, rattle, 
thunder, clatter, boom, 
boom, boom” campaign” 
jingle for Car-X.”

How did that memo-
rable jingle come about? 
It was just a burst of 
inspiration, says Alan, 
who comes across as fl at-
tered, amused, even be-
fuddled by its success. 
He frequently jokes that 
the jingle will appear on 
his tombstone.

“I said once that if 
I get really lucky, and 
win so many Grammys, 
and make fi lm scores, 
if I win the Nobel Prize 
or a Pulitzer...if I get hit 
by a car, people will say, 
‘Look who died. The Car-
X Man.”

Go Cubbies

For many die-hard Cubs fans, Steve Good-
man’s “Go Cubs Go” is the team’s defi nitive 
anthem. However, when Goodman’s health 

was rapidly failing, he wrote a song, “A Dying Cubs 
Fan’s Last Request,” that took shots at The Tribune 
Co.

Incensed, Alan says, The Tribune Co. dropped 
“Go Cubs Go” and began the search for a new fi ght 
song. Any artist who referenced baseball in one of 
their songs was considered.

Enter Alan, a Cubs fan whose love of the sport 
cultivated by his father made him the perfect can-
didate. Alan’s baseball tribute, “You’re My Cubs,” 
became the team’s offi cial fi ght song that ushered 

Alan (seated at the piano) rehearses for a show with the likes of Joe Man-
tegna and Andre DeShields. Photo provided by Alan Barcus

Alan (center) with Joe Mantegna (bottom) and respected set designer and 
scenic artist John Paoletti. Photo provided by Alan Barcus
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players onto the fi eld from 1989 to 2001.
From time to time, it’s still played at Wrigley 

Field.

Looking Back

These stories only scratch the surface 
of Alan’s marvelous journey through 
life.

In his early days, he recorded an album, 
“The Alan Barcus Trio.” Only 3,000 copies were 
made. Much to Alan’s amazement, a friend told 
him he purchased the recording off eBay for 
$113.

His work on “Lords of the Levee,” a musi-
cal production about Chicago politics, involved 
the likes of Rick Kogan, Julian Frazin and The 
Acorn Theatre’s Kim Clark. Or, the time he 
wrote a song for his 50th high school reunion, 
“Oh What a Time It Was Then,” dedicated to 
the La Porte High School Class of 1955.

Life, too, has a way of coming full circle. His 
daughter has two children, Sam and Grace, 
Sam ran track in high school.

Looking back, does he regret any choices he 
made, the paths he followed?

Not one bit.
“It’s been good,” he said, a smile emerging. 

“It has succeeded beyond my wildest dreams.”
Alan shares colorful stories from his past during the show at The Acorn. 

Photo by Bob Wellinski
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Santa’s Brunch
Long Beach Country Club members and their 

families gathered Dec. 10 to celebrate “Santa’s 
Brunch.” The event afforded children plenty of one-
on-one time with the man in the big red suit. All 
photos provided by Long Beach Country Club

est 2014

Sunday Brunch at 
Blue Jay Manor

10522 W. CR 50 North

Two Seatings: 10:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.
Deluxe brunch & house specials

$15 includes tax, tip & beverages

Buy your tickets online at www.bluejaymanor.com or 
phone (219) 561-1814

The Perfect Gift! 

ICS “Abridged” Used Book Sale 
Saturday, January 20th from 10 AM—4 PM 
Sunday, January 21st from 11 AM—4 PM 

Valparaiso Moose Lodge, 108 Indiana Ave, Valparaiso, IN 

Don’t miss this great event!  
 

We will have hundreds of books, plus raffles, baked goods, food 
and ICS Merchandise – everything you’ve come to look forward to 

at our larger sales – just in a “condensed” format!   
All proceeds benefit the cats and kittens of the Independent Cat Society. 

Bring this ad to the sale and receive a free book! 
For More Information:  www.catsociety.org and www.facebook.com/INCatSociety 
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Spielberg Makes a Few Wrong Moves in Otherwise Strong “Post”
by Andrew Tallackson

Meryl Streep stars as Kay Graham, the fi rst 
woman to serve as a newspaper publisher.

“The Post” is a strong fi lm. No question about it. 
Steven Spielberg, one of our greatest living direc-
tors, perched himself atop the timeliest of soapbox-
es, the age-old war between journalism and govern-
ment exceedingly relevant.

For all its noble intentions, though, “The Post” is 
good, but not great Spielberg. The director, you see, 
cranked this one out. With one project on hold (“The 
Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara”) and another in 
post-production (“Ready Player One”), he seized on 
an opportunity to tap into the zeitgeist — Trump’s 
election, Meryl Streep’s protect-the-press Golden 
Globes war cry.

But by blazing through “The Post” in eight to 
nine months, you’d be hard-pressed to recognize 
this sometimes slow, sometimes schmaltzy docu-
drama as a Spielberg movie. Only when the race is 
on to publish the Pentagon Papers does the direc-
tor, a master of imaginative visuals and sneaky wit, 
transform a real-life crisis into edgy, crackling en-
tertainment.

“The Post,” which opens Friday in theaters na-
tionwide, effi ciently explains how Daniel Ellsberg 
(Matthew Rhys), who worked on the Pentagon Pa-
pers, leaked the information fi rst to The New York 
Times, then The Washington Post. The papers, 
which commented on U.S. involvement in Vietnam 
from 1945 to 1967, were especially damaging to-
ward President Johnson, stating he lied to Congress 
and the public. After The New York Times unveiled 
three articles, President Nixon received an injunc-
tion, halting further publication. 

We meet a handful of Washington Post report-
ers and government offi cials, but the prime focus 
is Editor Ben Bradlee (Tom Hanks) and Publisher 
Kay Graham (Streep), the fi rst woman to hold such 
a newspaper position. Hanks hasn’t been this randy 
since “Charlie Wilson’s War,” playing a pre-Water-
gate Bradlee as a man itching for a fi ght. Indeed, 
Graham has her hands full with him, preferring 
news coverage not rock the boat, yet respecting 
hold-no-punches journalism. She’s also wrestling 
with a board, and legal counsel, that doubt her ev-
ery move. Streep is fascinating here. Graham isn’t 
portrayed as a feminist pioneer, but a woman wildly 
unsure of herself: tremulous, indignant of the role 

she holds after her husband’s death.
Spielberg uses early scenes to explore Graham’s 

struggles so we understand her courage in support-
ing Bradlee when the Pentagon Papers surface. The 
director knows his way around dialogue — “Lin-
coln” relishes the spoken word —  but the movie’s 
fi rst half is awfully slow and talky, the images fl at, 
like a polished TV movie. It lacks Spielberg’s per-
sonal stamp, that of a man who knows how to shape 
every aspect of a scene so it pops to life.

The minute pages from the Pentagon Papers ar-
rive in the hands of Washington Post reporter Ben 
Bagdikian (Bob Odenkirk, of “Better Call Saul,” in a 
sly, what-me-worry performance), “The Post” kicks 
into high gear. Spielberg, working with his longtime 
editor, Michael Kahn, treats the decision-making 
with clock-is-ticking breathlessness. Antsy legal 
counsel, frazzled reporters, Bradlee and Graham at 

16409B Red Arrow Hwy, Union Pier, MI 49129 • 888/824-WINE
”

“What is better than 
to sit at the end of the

day and drink wine with
friends & or substitutes

for friends?
James Joyce

SALE
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otal moment reduced to treacly melodrama.
Subtle, it ain’t. When Spielberg shows Graham 

move through a crowd conveniently populated only 
with women, all of whom turn their 
heads in admiration, “The Post” 
trips over its own sentimentality.

(Far more effective, in beautifully 
understated work, is Sarah Paulson 
as Bradlee’s wife, who carefully re-
minds her husband why Graham 
deserves more respect than he af-
fords her.)

I suspect this review reads like 
a disapproval of “The Post.” Not so. 
The core drama, the race to pub-
lish the Pentagon Papers, is vin-
tage Spielberg, with Hanks and 
Streep in sterling form. However, 
it should be noted that “The Post” 
was co-written by Oscar winner 
Josh Singer, who helped pen 2015’s 
“Spotlight.” That picture, which 
saw its journalists venture through 
equally murky waters, knew news-
papers inside and out, that tedious, 

yet diligent grunt work can bring wrongly concealed 
truths to light.

“The Post” is not in the same league as that pic-
ture. It is, however, entertaining and thoughtful. 
You can’t deny Spielberg that.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Tom Hanks stars as a pre-Watergate Ben Bradlee.

odds — it unravels with the same frantic tempo of 
Spielberg’s greatest thrillers. What we are witness-
ing is smart people forced to make gutsy decisions 

in a matter of seconds. Streep, in particular, is elec-
trifying when Graham gives Bradlee the OK to pub-
lish, her approval a slippery blend of confi dence and 
what-did-I-just-do hesitation.

Such bravery, in and of itself, is the ingredient for 
a powerful story. But Spielberg is not content with 
letting “The Post” rest on the laurels of its real-life 
journalists. He wants his audience exiting the the-
ater moved, so he hammers away at the obvious.

Consider the corny choices Spielberg makes late 
in the picture, like the moment when Bradlee shows 
Graham the other newspapers that followed their 
lead. Hanks overacts the scene, Bradlee slamming 
newspapers across a table. John Williams’ score 
cranks up, as if to cue the Spielbergian choke hold. 
Minutes later, Williams, as composer, takes the 
same approach. As reporter Meg Greenfi eld (Carrie 
Coon) reads aloud the high court ruling on the role 
of a free press, Williams’ score turns mushy, a piv-

When the race is on to publish the Pentagon Papers,
“The Post” is vintage Spielberg.

ACCESS MOBILITY
WHEELCHAIR SHOP

FAITHFULLY SERVING THE 
NEEDS OF THE HANDICAPPED

Stairlifts, Porch Lifts, & Vehicle Lifts

 1-888-201-5223
DAVE LEWIS Phone 219-872-5804
President Fax 219-872-5814

CHANGING  YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH FOOD
Make 2018 the year to stop making resolutions you do not keep

Are you tired of constantly gaining and losing weight?
Do you look forward to events where food is the focus?

Do you sometimes avoid events where food is the focus?
Is your mood affected by the number on the scale?

Contact Trudy Abrams, LCSW at (847) 480-0010 #2 for help.  
Michigan City offi ce location
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MLK Community Breakfast 
Purdue University Northwest 

will host Gonzalo Curiel, East 
Chicago native and U.S. District 
Court judge, at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Community Celebration 
Breakfast from 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 15.

The program is in the James 
B. Dworkin Student Services and 
Activities Complex Great Hall. 
Free and open to the public, res-
ervations are required at www.pnw.edu/MLK-cele-
bration

Curiel’s address will refl ect the program’s theme, 
“Together we win with love for humanity.”

Curiel received his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Indiana University and his Juris Doctor from the 
Indiana University School of Law. He acted as as-
sistant U.S. attorney and served as deputy chief 
and then chief of the Narcotics Enforcement Divi-
sion before being appointed to the State Superior 
Court in 2006.

With President Barack Obama’s nomination in 
2011, Curiel was approved by the U.S. Senate and 
received his commission as a U.S. District judge on 
October 1, 2012.

At the program, Michigan City Police Offi cer Dion 
Campbell will serve as emcee, with musical enter-
tainment by PNW student Casey “C.J. Musique” 
Baker and guitarist Angelo Cicco. Judy Jacobi, as-
sistant vice chancellor of University Arts Collection 
and Special Programs, will lead campus art tours.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. invites guests to 
take new or gently used hats, gloves, socks, scarves, 
coats, sweaters and other seasonal wraps for dona-
tion to local families in need.

 Call (219) 785-5545 for more details.

Harbor Country Hikers
Harbor Country Hikers will present “Hiking and 

Health” at 6:30 p.m. EST Tuesday, Jan. 16, at New 
Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St.

The program is by HCH member Larry Bernstein.
Ensuing programs include (all times Eastern):

• “An Introduction to Off-Trail Hiking” at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 3, at New Buffalo Elementary 
School Nature Study Trails.

• “The Unwritten Story of Our Landscape” at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13, at Bridgman Public Li-
brary, 4460 Lake St.
Although membership is encouraged, events are 

open to everyone, and children are welcome if ac-
companied by an adult. Membership is $20 for indi-
viduals or $30 for families. Visit harborcountryhik-
ers.com for more details.

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Duneland Stamp Club at 6 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 11. 
The club meets the second Thursday of each 

month. New members are invited.
• Talk to a Lawyer for Free from 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Monday, Jan. 15, in the meeting room.
The Indiana State Bar Association, Northwest 

Indiana Volunteer Lawyers Inc., Pro Bono Commit-
tee of the First Judicial District and local bar as-
sociations sponsor the walk-in site open to anyone 
who needs legal help, but can’t afford an attorney. 
Volunteer attorneys will provide referral informa-
tion if further legal assistance or social services are 
needed. No appointment is necessary.

The project, now in its 15th year, honors the lega-
cy of Martin Luther King Jr.

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day at 10:30 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 15, at Youth Services.

Purdue Northwest will host a variety of activities 
for children in honor of MLK Jr. Day.

• Story Time at 1 p.m. Tuesdays, Jan. 16, 23 
and 30, and 10 a.m. Wednesdays, Jan. 17, 24 
and 31.

Children birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy sto-
ries, songs and crafts. Arrive a few minutes early to 
receive a name tag.

• Volunteers Needed for VITA Tax Program.
Volunteers are needed at least one day a week 

during the tax season (February-April) for the IRS 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program. The IRS 
provides some training, and volunteers must pass 
the VITA test through the intermediate level. Test-
ing and training are online.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment BoutiqueUpscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYSCLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PMSUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

THINKTHINK
David YurmanDavid Yurman

...at Posh!...at Posh!

Premium Labels/Superior ConsignorsPremium Labels/Superior Consignors

Appointments Appreciated for Winter ConsignmentsAppointments Appreciated for Winter Consignments



January 11, 2018 Page 11
THE

T Each office independently owned & operated 

Bobbie Cavic 
Broker Associate 
Licensed in IN & MI 

219-874-7267 
1bcavic@gmail.com

AFFILIATED

#1 WORLDWIDE

See My Listings At:
 bcavic.com

 

 
 

 
 
 

Kent Porter 
Mortgage Loan Originator 
Cell (269) 231-0235 

 Office (269) 932-9276 
 kporter@newbuffalosavings.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Call Kent 
269-231-0235 

Your Hometown Lender for All 
Your Mortgage Loan Needs! 

NEWBUFFALOSAVINGS.COM 

NMLS: #733222



January 11, 2018Page 12
THE

The 2018 FREE Healthy “You” Health Fair All Day Event 
Saturday January 13, 2018 from 9 am to 5 PM 

 
Dear La Porte County Neighbor, 
 
Orthopedic and Balance Therapy Specialists is excited to announce our first ever FREE Healthy 
“You” Health Fair All Day Event in La Porte…and you are invited. 
 
During the event, workshop-style classes and training will be delivered on the most requested 
topics based on our client surveys. 
 
Here’s the schedule…Saturday January 13, 2018. 
 
 

Time Topic 

Knee Pain Workshop: How to Successfully Recover from Replacement Surgery 9:00-9:50 
AM 3 Powerful Secrets to Ensure 29% Faster Recovery  

  

Find Out What’s Causing That Kink in Your Neck 10:00-
10:50 Top 3 Simple Do It Yourself Techniques To Loosen Up Your Neck (instructions 

provided) 

  

How to Heal Naturally from the Top 3 Causes of Low Back Pain 11:00-
11:50 Your 2 Main Core Muscles and How to Strengthen Them (exercise sheets 

provided) 

  

12:00-
12:50 

Top 5 Natural Vitamins and Supplements for Pain Relief, Better Sleep, and Higher 
Energy  

  

Don’t Fall in 2018: Balance and Fall Prevention Workshop 
1:00-1:50 Simple Techniques to Strengthen The 3 Main Components of Balance Control 

(instruction sheets provided) 

  

How to Fight the Effects of Osteoporosis and Naturally Increase Bone Density 2:00-2:50 
Top 5 Exercises for Osteoporosis (exercise sheets provided) 

  

The Gift of Healthy Shoulders: Rotator Cuff and Shoulder Pain Workshop 3:00-3:50 
Top 3 Tips for Natural Healing (instructions provided) 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Heel and Foot Pain Workshop: Top 2 Most Common Causes 4:00-4:50 
Top Tips for Proper Shoe Fit Plus Self-Help Techniques for Natural Healing 

 
 

Here’s What You Need to Do 
 
Seating is limited to 20 attendees per class. Each attendee will receive a badge. 
 
A badge will allow you to attend however many classes you want to attend BUT you do need to 
register for each class. 
 
How do you register? 
 

• Call Laura at 219-380-0809 
• Tell them you want to register for the Health Fair 
• Our phone representatives will ask you what classes you want to attend 
• You will then get a confirmation email and/or a confirmation letter in the mail. 

 
 
Here’s the venue for the event… 
 
Orthopedic and Balance Therapy Specialists 
(next to All Star Auto, same building as Hair Fitness) 
1405 E. Lincolnway Suite B 
La Porte IN 46350 
 
Call now to reserve your spot for the FREE Healthy “You” Health Fair. Limited to only 20 badges 
for each class.  
 

• Call Laura at 219-380-0809 
 
See you at the Health Fair! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dr. Michael Pfeifer, PT, DPT, ATC 
Orthopedic and Balance Therapy Specialists 
 
PS- Call 219-380-0809 to hold your spot for the Healthy “You” Health Fair All Day Event. Call 
and let us know what classes you want to attend. Limited to only 20 badges per class. 
 
PPPS-Bonus door prizes, and FREE food and healthy snacks for the event.  
 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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ORGANIZE YOUR LIFE
By Robin Annette

HOME ORGANIZATION
PREPARING YOUR HOME FOR SELLING

PACKING FOR A MOVE
ESTATE PACKING AND ORGANIZING

Packing Services:
Pack and Sort All Rooms
Provide Boxes, Packing
Paper, Tape and Labels.

Label and Organize All Boxes.
Meet the Movers, Unpacking 

Boxes and Set-Up Rooms
in New Location

Organizational Services:

robin.devereaux
@yahoo.com

219-221-0238

Closets, Kitchens, Bedrooms, 
Home or Business Offi ce, 
Basement, Garages, Attics, 

Apartments. Cabins and Lake 
Homes…

Library Renovation Honored
MKM architecture + design received one of two 

merit awards from the American Institute of Archi-
tect’s Fort Wayne branch for its interior renovation 
of La Porte County Public Library’s main branch, 
904 Indiana Ave.

The historic Carnegie building was transformed 
into a modern public library equipped with a more 
accessible collection, teen area and new SPARK Lab 
for educational programming, all while retaining 
the classical exterior.

Visit laportelibrary.org or follow the library on so-
cial media for more details.

Duneland Weavers Guild
Duneland Weavers Guild meets at 10 a.m. Sat-

urday, Jan. 13, at Westchester Public Library’s 
Baugher Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Guild member Kathy O. will present a program 
about Erica de Ruiter, a Dutch weaver, designer and 
teacher. Her work emphasizes 2- and 3- shaft weav-
ing techniques.

Visitors and potential new members are welcome.  
Meetings begin with Show ‘n Tell. Visit www.dune-
landweaversguild.org for more details.

said in a press release. “Our 
cadets take that lesson out of 
the classroom and put into ac-
tion in our community.”

The cadets continued to 
support The Salvation Army 
through Christmas. They also 
had drill team practice over 
the winter break in prepara-
tion for the next military drill 
competition at East Aurora 
(Ill.) High School on Jan. 13.

The team will deliver pre-
sentations to eighth-graders 
at Barker and Krueger middle 
schools on Wednesday, Jan. 17.

These presentations are 
important to the JROTC pro-
gram, as MCHS is required to 
maintain an enrollment of 100 
cadets.

The Color Guard was to 
present the colors at the boys’ 
home basketball games on Jan. 
6, and will do so again Jan. 26, 
along with the Lighthouse In-

vitational Tournament on Jan 27.

Michigan City High School’s 
Marine Corps Junior Reserve 
Offi cer Training Corps dem-
onstrated the true meaning of 
Christmas by giving of their 
time and talents during the 
holiday season. 

Cadets helped set up, as-
sisted and helped clean up for 
“One City, One Sound,” the 
Michigan City Area Schools 
holiday concert that involved 
all elementary schools, both 
middle schools and MCHS. 
They also assisted The Salva-
tion Army with distributing 
supplies and toys for needy 
families in the Michigan City 
area.

Besides these community 
service projects, the MCHS 
Color Guard presented the col-
ors for both boys’ home basket-
ball games in December.

“One of the leadership traits 
we teach is unselfi shness,” 
Maj. Tom McGrath, the senior Marine instructor, 

JROTC Embraces Spirit of the Holiday Season

Private 1st Class Dylan Cabanaw (from left), Lance Cpl. 
Traelyn Parks and Gunnery Sgt. Zach Benedict discuss the 

distribution of toys at The Salvation Army.
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219.379.5085 
4300 Cleveland Avenue, Michigan City, IN 46360 
INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

RITTENHOUSEVILLAGES.COM

Our Care team designs customized senior- 
living lifestyles to fit you or your loved 
one's needs. Whether you’re needing 
daily support or are in need of a safe 
and secure environment that provides 
the comforts of home, we are here for 
you. We have helped countless families 
navigate the search for the right 
assisted living or memory care 
community to fit their needs and 
we extend the same offer to you.

PEACE OF MIND FOR YOU & YOUR LOVED ONES

CUSTOMIZED SENIOR-LIVING LIFESTYLE

NO STEPS INDEPENDENT VILLAS

MAINTENANCE & SNOW REMOVAL

FREE 
LUNCH 

WITH SCHEDULED 
TOUR

By Discovery Senior Living
AT MICHIGAN CITY

RITTENHOUSE
VILLAGE

Managed and Operated by 
National Award-Winning US!S!US!

FOLLOW
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Food Drive a Hefty Success

Michigan City Area Schools students and staff collected more than two 
tons (4,237 pounds) of canned goods and other non-perishable food 
items through an annual holiday food drive. The food fi lled two school 
buses, delivered to The Salvation Army by volunteers from the MCAS 

transportation and food service departments, with assistance from high 
school students in the A.K. Smith Facilities Maintenance Program.

Holiday Comfort and Cheer

Coolspring Elementary School student council members recently 
made four “comfort blankets” for patients at Michiana Hematology 

Oncology Center. Pictured are sixth-grade council members 
Meaghan Painter (left) and Krystanni Quinn.

U.S. Baseball Academy
U.S. Baseball Academy has added Purdue Uni-

versity Northwest to its winter-spring lineup.
The academy operates a national network of af-

fordable hitting, pitching, catching, fi elding and 
base-running camps for players in grades one 
through 12. Players who choose multiple skills 
qualify for discounted session prices. 

Registration is under way at www.USBasebal-
lAcademy.com. The session in Westville runs Jan. 
14-Feb. 4 at Purdue University Northwest. PNW 
assistant coach Shane Prance is the director, with 
instruction by a staff of the area’s best coaches.

With a player-coach ratio of 7-1, each player gets 
individual attention in a small-group atmosphere. 
They also get a preseason tuneup that helps enter 
practice in mid-season form. With numerous age-
specifi c sessions, instruction is specially tailored for 
each ability level.

Since 1988, the academy has run hundreds of 
camps and clinics for thousands of players nation-
wide. Each week, hitters rotate through supervised 
stations, including indoor batting cages, with each 
drill designed to teach a different aspect of hitting. 
The program aims to improve pitch and strike-zone 
recognition, timing, balance, power, situational hit-
ting, bunting and other aspects. Pitchers are su-
pervised by coaches who can help with all aspects 
of pitching, from fundamentals and mechanics to 
more advanced concepts. Drills and repetition will 
improve speed and control. Players get instruc-
tion on stance, signs, receiving, framing, blocking, 
throwing, fi elding bunts, tags and the mental as-
pects of dealing with pitchers.

Complete details and times, as well as registra-
tion forms, are available at www.USBaseballAcad-
emy.com or by calling (866) 622-4487.
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Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are available:

• Dunes Learning Center Winter Open House 
2018 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13, at 
the center, 700 Howe Road, Chesterton.

Explore the outdoors with knowledgeable natu-
ralists, or head inside for crafts, cookies and cocoa. 
Visit www.duneslearningcenter.org/events for more 
information.

• Stargazing from 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
13, at the Kemil Beach parking area.

Members of regional astronomical societies will 
attend with telescopes. This month, the Milky Way 
will cross the night sky from northwest to south-
east, while the Orion nebula will be high in the sky. 
Star clusters Pleiades and Auriga will be visible. 
Dress for the weather. Take binoculars. The Kemil 
Beach parking lot is located at 27 N. East State 
Park Road, Chesterton.

• In the Footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. from 2 to 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13, at Indi-
ana Dunes Visitor Center.

Join a park ranger for an armchair tour of na-
tional park sites that commemorate the struggle for 
civil rights.

• Free Movie Showing — “Tuskegee Airmen: 
Sacrifi ce and Triumph” on Sunday, Jan. 14, at 
the Indiana Dunes Visitor Center theater.

The documentary tells the story of the fi rst Afri-
can-American pilots, the Red Tails.

• Snowshoe Hike from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 14, at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.

Join a ranger for a brief indoor program, then 
try on snowshoes during a ranger-led hike through 
fi elds and woods surrounding the center. A tradi-
tional hike is planned if there is not enough snow. A 
limited number of snowshoes are available for free, 
or take your own.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 for more information.

I’m here to be your beauty co-conspirator!   
Schedule today to receive 20% off any one 

Hello, my name is:

Kimber ly
purelyellesalon.com | 219.874.3553

an Aveda concept salon

beach bum jewels
Authentic Beach Glass Jewelry! 

Open 11 am-4 pm
617 Franklin Street Michigan City, IN

219-743-9595 www.beachbumjewels.com

Shop at

beach bum jewels 
and take home 

a piece of the beach!

Duneland Home & Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, In 46360 

“Open 7 Days”                        
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com         

Design Center & Showroom
Cabinets • Countertops • Carpeting 

• Ceramic Tile & Wood Flooring Laminate & LVT Vinyl Flooring 
• Window Treatments… Closet Systems…  

Great Selection & Products at Unbeatable Prices…  
Get our price... Before you BUY!!!
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girlfriend (Allison Williams, su-
perb) to meet her parents, only to 
discover something isn’t right with 
them and the community.

Unquestionably the year’s 
sharpest movie, exploring the way 
white America attempts to sub-
jugate blacks to the sociopolitical 

background.
Equally sly, thrilling and unsettling, “Get Out” 

reveals Peele as a formidable talent.

5. “Dunkirk”

Photographer Chris Wash-
ington (an increasingly persua-
sive Daniel Kaluuya), who is 
black, is ushered by his white 

1. “Wonder”

We live in a cruel world. Just turn on the TV. Any  
news channel will convey inhumanity run rampant 
across the globe.

Here is a miracle of a movie, lovingly adapted 
from R.J. Palacio’s 2012 novel, that celebrates how 
kindness refl ects tremendous bravery in the face 
of adversity. Jacob Tremblay, the fi ne young actor 
from “Room” (2015), is masterful as Auggie Pull-
man, a facially deformed boy who enters the “real 
world” for the fi rst time by attending middle school. 
That precarious journey is conveyed not just from 
Auggie’s perspective, but also from those closest to 
him, from parents to friends, even school bullies.

Told with tremendous restraint and empathy, 
“Wonder” is blessed with awards-worthy work not 
just by Tremblay, but also Julia Roberts as his un-
fl appable mother. The fi rst viewing produced a 
lump in my throat. The second, knowing what was 
coming — full-blown sobbing. This is a movie that 
earns every tear. You leave the theater on a high, 
your heart soaring.

2. “Wind River”

Writer-Director Taylor Sheridan’s follow-up to 
last year’s Oscar-nominated “Hell or High Water” 
has the feel of a stylish, if routine whodunnit...until 
the fi nal scenes, which convey the devastating in-
tent behind the picture.

Jeremy Renner stars as a U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service agent investigating the brutal death of 

a Native American woman on 
Wyoming’s Wind River Indian 
Reservation. Wrestling with his 
own demons, the scenes where 
he muzzles that grief to offer hope 
to wounded souls are a career high 
for Renner.

The bleak, oppressive winter 
setting ideally accents the fi lm’s 
payoff. Sheridan isn’t so much con-
cerned with “who” dunnit, but the 
reckless, dismissive “why” behind 
it. That is what gives “Wind River” 
its power.

3. “Megan Leavey”
A rare “feel good” true story that 

delivers on its promise.
Kate Mara, in a career best, 

stars as Megan, who fl ounders 
in life until joining the Marines, 
bonding with her military working 
dog, Rex, then rallying to become 
his owner.

Don’t worry. The dog doesn’t die. 
There are no false notes in the pic-

The Best Films of 2017
by Andrew Tallackson

I will confess to having compiled 10-best 
lists solely with highfalutin Oscar bait. 
Pictures admired, yet never revisited.

The objective? Being respected as an in-
tellectual.

The older I get, the less that issue is of 
any concern. What struck me about the 
fi lms listed here is that I’d seen most of 
them more than once. They emphasize 
people, real emotion, not big-budget effects 
and explosions. The characters endeared 
themselves to me through their actions, 
through courage amid the impossible.

Over the next several weeks, however, 
I will explore several fi lms vying for Acad-
emy Award nominations, including “The 
Shape of Water,” “I, Tonya,” “Call Me By 
Your Name” and “Phantom Thread.” Also 
in the works is our annual Oscar contest, 
which we will reveal after the nominations 
are announced Wednesday, Jan. 24.

And with that, let’s cut to the chase: my 
favorite movies of 2017.

ture, no cheap sentiment, but gritty realism and a 
conclusion of surprising power.

Somehow, though, distributor Bleecker Street 
dumped this remarkable fi lm into theaters the same 
weekend as Tom Cruise’s regrettable “Mummy” re-
boot and the relentlessly bleak “It Comes at Night.” 
In the process, it died a swift death at the box offi ce. 
However, I’ve seen the movie three times — twice 
with my son. Older children should watch it with 
their parents, the message being the extraordinary 
bond between human and animal.

4. “Get Out”
“The Stepford Wives” meets the Trump era.
Comedian Jordan Peele’s straightforward, meta-

phorical horror tale — with dark, satirical edges — 
has more to say about race than any Oscar bait.

The year’s most immersive experience.
Christopher Nolan, guaranteed that elusive Best 

Director Oscar unless voters are mysteriously lo-
botomized, strands you with the thousands of Allied 
soldiers who retreated to Dunkirk. Their rescue is 
conveyed by air, land and sea, and Nolan amps up 
the sights and sounds in ways few war pictures have 
succeeded. It’s thrilling, heartbreaking and moving. 

Oscar-winner Mark Rylance’s quiet turn as a 
boat captain has earned praise, but who can forget 
the look on Kenneth Branagh’s face as rescue ships 
arrive at Dunkirk. The overpowering relief in his 
eyes is all that needs to be said.

6. “The Shape of Water”

Weird and wild. Must be a new Guillermo del 
Toro picture. No one takes the unconventional and 
makes it so readily embraceable like him. The “Pan’s 
Labyrinth” mastermind concocts a fanciful love sto-
ry between a mute cleaning lady (Sally Hawkins) 
and the “Creature from the Black Lagoon”-like odd-
ity (Doug Jones) at the lab where she works. By all 
means, this high-concept fairy tale shouldn’t work, 
but under capable hands, and with Oscar-winner 
Octavia Spencer wrestling away scenes from her co-
stars like a pro, “The Shape of Water” is unexpect-
edly enchanting.

7. “It”

Stephen King said it best. Andy Muschietti’s fi rst 
installment of a two-part adaptation of the author’s 
1986 chiller surpassed any and all expectations. “I 
was not prepared for how good it really was,” King 
told reporters after his second viewing. Along with 
good, old-fashioned chills — I jumped three times, 
as a pal who saw the fi lm with me can attest — the 
movie is deeply affecting, vintage King in exploring 
the ties that bind young outcasts. Muschietti’s cast 
is like watching the next generation of standouts. 
The movie ultimately hits home because the char-
acters are worth rooting for.

Continued on Page 20
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8. “The Big Sick”

A small independent fi lm that redefi ned the ro-
mantic-comedy. Kumail Nanjiani wrote the script 
with his wife, Emily V. Gordon, inspired by how 
they met. Nanjiani, a Pakistani standup comic, has 
a meet-cute with a young white woman (Zoe Kazan) 
at one of his shows. The two fall for each other, then 
she’s hospitalized for a rare illness, Nanjiani grad-
ually bonding with her parents as they await her 
recovery. The parents are played by Ray Romano 
and Holly Hunter, the actress all but assured a Best 
Supporting Actress nod for her fi ery performance. 
“The Big Sick” has a lot to say not just about eth-
nic clashes, but also the emotional vulnerabilities of 
men and women.

9. “Wonder Woman”

“Thor: Ragnarok” had the most laughs. “Spider-
Man: Homecoming” bested its predecessors.

But the most satisfying comic-book adaptation 
arrived through Gal Gadot’s career-making turn as 
the super hero. She’s personality plus, with a killer 
smile and ferocious screen presence.

Credit, too, Director Patty Jenkins (the Oscar-
winning “Monster”) for treating DC’s pulpy materi-
al with epic grandeur, especially the haunting visu-
als that convey the desolate World War I landscape.

Gadot shattered expectations that movies with 
female leads don’t sell. “Wonder Woman” was the 
year’s highest-grossing comic-book movie, and 
rightly so. It has the emotional and exhilarating 
resonance of a comic-book classic.

10. “The Shack”

As close to perfection as one could hope for in this  
long-awaited adaptation of William P. Young’s best-
seller, about one man’s spiritual collapse after the 
murder of his daughter...and the three “visitors”  
in a secluded shack who restore his faith. Not for 
everyone’s tastes, but a deeply moving experience 
bolstered by Sam Worthington in fi ne form as the 
grieving father and, in a beautiful performance, Oc-
tavia Spencer as “Papa.”

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

 

 

 

 

 

Call us today to  
schedule a full check-up. 

219.872.9151 | drweberdds.com World-class dentistry. Hometown care.
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Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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Unity Scholarship Recipients
Two La Porte County students will receive full-

tuition, four-year scholarships as Unity Foundation 
of La Porte County 2018 Lilly Endowment Commu-
nity Scholars.

Jorden Clemens and Bailey Scott will receive 
tuition to an accredited public or private Indiana 
college or university of their choice, and an annual 
$900 stipend for required books and equipment.

Clemens will graduate with an ac-
ademic honors diploma from South 
Central High School, having taken 
several advanced placement and 
dual credit courses. He has demon-
strated leadership and initiative by 
becoming an Eagle Scout and is in 
the Order of the Arrow, Scouting’s 
National Honor Society, due to his 
volunteer work. He is a math and 
English mentor tutor who actively participates in 
National Honor Society, Quiz Bowl, Robotics Club, 
German Club and FFA. He also serves his commu-
nity through church activities and is a nine-year 
4-H Club member. He works as a stocker at a retail 
store, and looks forward to pursuing a career as an 
agricultural scientist.

Scott is at the top of her class at 
La Porte High School and will grad-
uate with an academic honors diplo-
ma, including having taken several 
dual-credit and advanced-placement 
level courses. Bailey has a great in-
terest in political and social events, 
as evidenced by her participation in 
the Mayor’s Youth Council. She is 
an active member of National Honor Society, Girls 
Reserves and Student Council. She volunteers in a 
variety of programs, many with a focus on serving 
women and children. She works at a local restaurant 
year-round and, seasonally, at a camp where part of 
her duties involve leading activities for youth. She 
plans to pursue a career in international relations, 
hoping to volunteer in the Peace Corps.

Unity Foundation received 80 applications for 
the Lilly scholarship from students in the county. 
Applicants were judged on academic achievement, 
service to others, extracurricular activities and, to a 
lesser extent, fi nancial need.

A committee comprised of La Porte County resi-
dents reviewed the applications, not knowing the 
applicants’ names until after the fi nalists were se-
lected. The nine fi nalists were interviewed and the 
nominees submitted to Independent Colleges of In-
diana Inc. for fi nal selection.
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• Knit Wits and Purls of Wisdom at 9 a.m. 
Thursdays, Jan. 11, 18 and 25, at Hageman Li-
brary, 100 Francis St., Porter.

The weekly meeting is open to the skilled and 
novices, with no registration required.

• NorthShore Health Center free blood-pres-
sure screenings from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 11, at Hageman Library and 10 a.m. 
to noon Wednesday, Jan. 17, in the Thomas Li-
brary Bertha Wood Meeting Room, 200 W. Indi-
ana Ave., Chesterton.

Interested patrons also can receive help calculat-
ing Body Mass Index.

• Bits & Bytes series, Intro to Facebook, from 
1 to 3 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 11, in the Thomas Li-
brary Serials/Automation Department.

Registration is required by visiting or calling the 
IT Department at (219) 926-7696, or registering at 
www.wpl.lib.in.us. Click on the Bits & Bytes link.

• Music at the Museum from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 11, at Westchester Township His-
tory Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

The Flashbacks will perform. Members are: 
Suzanne Keldsen, playing guitar, recorders and 
fi ddle; Julietta Raby, playing fi ddle, mandolin and 
guitar; Nancy Cairns on dulcimer and ukulele; Paul 
Mache playing guitar and banjo; and Marti Pizzini 
on autoharp, dulcimer and guitar.

• Lego Club from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 12, at the Thomas Library Children’s De-
partment.

Children build around a different theme using 
the library’s Legos. Registration is required by call-
ing (219) 926-7696.

• Intro to the Ukulele from 2 to 3 p.m. Sun-
days, Jan. 14, 21 and 28, and Feb. 4 and 11, in 
the Thomas Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

Learn basic chords, rhythm and ukulele history. 
Ukuleles will be provided, although participants 
can take their own and should indicate so during 
registration. No experience is necessary, and space 
is limited. Register at the Thomas Branch Refer-
ence Department or by calling (219) 926-7696.

• Sunday Matinee: “Victoria and Abdul” at 
1:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 14, in The Baugher Cen-
ter, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

The movie is Rated PG-13. Free popcorn will be 
available.

• Maker Mondays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 15, in the Thomas Library upstairs 
IT classroom.

Local software engineer Adam Johnson will lead 
a hands-on program, appropriate for patrons 12 and 
older, about Arduino circuit devices.

• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Tuesdays through April 24 in the Thomas 
Library Children’s Department.

Children in grades 3 and older learn beginning 
crochet from instructor Sadie Steciuch. They should 
take a size G crochet hook and skein of medium 
weight yarn. Call (219) 926-7696 to register.

• “Peaceful People” from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Feb. 27, at the Thomas Li-
brary children’s department.

Aimed at children 6 and older and their caregiv-
ers, each session opens with a short exercise to be-
come aware of breathing, followed by a book or two 
that stress empathy or kindness. Activities are de-
signed to increase feelings of peace and well-being, 
including mandala construction, gratitude journal-
ing and painting kindness rocks.

Registration is required because space is limited. 
Call (219) 926-7696 or visit the library to register.

• Minecraft Meet-up from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, at Thomas Library. 

Registration is required and must be done in per-
son. The WPL Gaming Policy and Rules of Conduct 
must be signed upon registration as well. Parents 
are welcome to attend, but required for youth 10 
and younger.

• Nail Art for All Ages from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, in the Thomas Library 
Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

Learn new trends and techniques in nail art with 
Miss Sandra. This month’s theme is snowfl akes. 
Registration is required in person or by calling (219) 
926-7697

• Pizza Pajama Book Club for Teens from 7 
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17, in the Thomas 
Library Young Adult Room.

Teens in grades 6-12 can discuss books they have 
read or are reading. The focus is Rick Riordan’s “The 
Sword of Summer.” Pizza is provided. Registration 
is required.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:

“Victoria and Abdul.”
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“Your wood floor specialist”

HULTMAN FLOORING, INC.

(219) 926-1966
35 E. Hwy. 20 • Porter

Old world craftsmanship for new world concepts
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL WOOD FLOORING ASSOCIATION

•  Design  •  Installation  •  Refinishing

You Are Invited to Stop By Our
Studio & Browse Through Our Wide
Variety of Wood Flooring Selections

Sofas, Sofa Sleepers, Loveseats,    Sectionals,    Ottomans, Occasional Tables, Chairside
Media Tables, Entertainment Units, Home Offi ce, Lamps, Rugs, Wall Art and Accessories

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
1106 E US HWY 20, Michigan City

www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035

Mon. - Friday. 9:30 - 6, Sat. 9 - 6 Sunday 12 - 4

Students Chosen for Honor Choir
Four Michigan City Area Schools vocalists have 

been selected to sing in the 146-member Indiana El-
ementary Honor Choir.

The students, who are from Knapp and Pine el-
ementary schools, will sing at the Indiana Music 
Education Association’s professional development 
conference Jan. 11-12, performing at Fort Wayne’s 
Embassy Theater.

The students were chosen based on teacher rec-
ommendations and recorded auditions. Choral di-
rectors are Jeanne Bolen (Pine) and Steve Cham-
bers (Knapp).

Pictured are (back 
row, from left) 
Darius Flores 
and Brooklynn 
Accardi of Pine 

Elementary. 
The front row is 

(from left) Arriana 
Pytynia and 

Madison Gresham 
of Knapp 

Elementary.
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Children’s Art Classes
Jennifer Martin will host children’s art classes in 

January at Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.
The goal is to introduce children to various art-

ists, their styles and techniques, with projects re-
fl ecting what they are learning. Classes meet week-
ly, and are open to all ages and skill levels. Several 
mediums will be used, including drawing, painting, 
papier mache, mosaic, sculpture and collage.

Each month, a different artist is featured. Janu-
ary’s focus is Amedeo Modigliani, an Italian-Jewish 
painter and sculptor known for modern portraits 
with elongated features. He lived from 1884 to 1920 
and spent much of his life in France. Students will 
create a papier-mache piece inspired by Modigliani 
as part of their projects. 

The schedule is:
• Monday, 1-2 p.m., preschool, 4- to 5-year-olds.
• Monday, 3:30-5 p.m., after school (beginner), 5- to 

8-year-olds.
• Tuesday, 1-2 p.m., preschool, 3- to 4-year-olds.
• Tuesday, 3:30-5 p.m., after school (intermediate), 

6- to 9-year-olds.
• Wednesday, 11 a.m.-noon, preschool 4- to 5-year-

olds.
• Wednesday, 1-2:30 p.m., homeschool, 8- to 

15-year-olds.
• Wednesday, 3:30-5 p.m., after school (intermedi-

ate), 6- to 9-year-olds.
• Thursday, 3:30-5 p.m., after school (advanced), 8- 

to 12-year-olds.
• Thursday, 5:15-6:45 p.m., after school (advanced 

painting), 10- to 16-year-olds.
Tuition is $90 per month for after-school and 

home-school students (the member rate is $70), and 
$75 for preschool students (the member rate is $55). 
Supplies and a snack are included. Students must 
be registered before the start of each month.

Call (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.
com for more details.

Ryan Casey MS, MATcs

Muscle Activation 
Techniques™

Science Based Training
Personal Coaching for Health

(cell) 773-220-3581
ryanfcasey@gmail.com

www.MuscleActivations.com

Make your Body Smarter.

LCA Honors Retiring Board Members
The staff and board at Lubeznik Center for the 

Arts, 101 W. Second St., recently honored several 
retiring, long-standing board members.

Nick and Sue Bridge, Suzanne 
Cohan-Lange, Shari Diamond 
and Bunny Fisher were recog-
nized during an event in the LCA 
Hyndman Gallery. Each played 
signifi cant roles in establishing 
the center at its present location, 
in the heart of what is now the 
Uptown Arts District. 

Fisher has been the LCA’s lon-
gest-serving board member. As past 
president, she was instrumental 
in developing plans to convert the 
former Restaurant Management 
Building into an art center. She also 
established the LCA’s annual gala 
fundraiser, now known as ArtBash.

Cohan-Lange owns and operates 
Blink Contemporary Art on Frank-
lin Street with her husband, Rich-
ard Lange. At 13 consecutive years 
of service, Fisher was the one who 
asked her to serve on the board. 
In addition to a two-year term as 
board president, she curated major 
exhibits by sculptor Richard Hunt 
and photographer Victor Skrebneski.

Bridge has served as board president. His wife, 
Sue, has “done everything from develop the ArtMak-
er programs and events, run meetings, write beau-
tiful persuasive letters and wash fl oors!,” Executive 
Director Janet Bloch said. Sue also has chaired the 
annual Art Bash many times.

Diamond made an exhibit of Belle Epoch posters 
possible and, according to Bloch, “added so much 
wisdom to the governance committee.”
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

Paladin Gives Back
Paladin Inc. collected more than 100 new, un-

wrapped toys for children in need over a two-month 
period as part of the 2017 Toys for Tots drive.

It is tradition each December that a group en-
rolled in Paladin’s services, along with a staff mem-
ber or two, go shopping to support children in need.

Prior to the recent merger that created Paladin, 
Michiana Resources and Parents and Friends par-
ticipated separately. Both had clubs that would host 
fundraisers and events. As the years progressed, the 
clubs decided they wanted to give back to the com-
munity and support other nonprofi ts and/or chari-
ties. Several years ago, an individual met a Marine 
who suggested reaching out to the local Toys for 
Tots organization.

Paladin has locations in Michigan City and La 
Porte. Call Kathleen VanGilder at (219) 324-0656, 
Ext. 2012, for details.

Pictured are (from left) Tim Vaughan, Toys for Tots local coordinating 
offi cer, Amanda Roby, Jim Hodges, Toys for Tots representative, Erin 

Mooneyhan, Cornell Benson and Bill Trowbridge, president/CEO.

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked 
and Drug Tested
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

HOME LENDERTalk to your local

E X C E P T I O N A L  S E R V I C S E N S I B L E  A D V I C E ®

Member FDIC horizonbank.com

Mary Vrska
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950

NMLS# 586279

there is no proof that they 
gave a gift – it was com-
pletely out of the goodness 
of their heart.”

While the appearance of 
gold coins or bars in Sal-
vation Army kettles is not 
completely uncommon, 
Bartsch said the local 
corps did not receive any 
gold coins last year.

“We just want to thank 
the person who gave this 
wonderful gift to The Sal-
vation Army,” he said. 
“We are so grateful for all 
of the support we receive 
all year, but this defi nite-
ly made for an exciting 
Christmas surprise for 

us.”
With a goal of raising $100,000 

during the annual Christmas 
Campaign, Bartsch said this gift 
represents about  1/100 of the 
overall goal.

Funds raised helped The Sal-
vation Army serve more than 400 
meals on Thanksgiving Day, and 
provide Christmas assistance to 
nearly 600 Michigan City fami-
lies. It also will help fund pro-
grams and services provided by 
The Salvation Army of Michigan 
City throughout the year.

More information is available by calling (219) 
874-6885 or visiting www.samichigancity.org

Salvation Army Finds Gold Coins in Red Kettles
The Salvation Army of 

Michigan City last month 
had a pleasant surprise as 
red kettle donations were 
being counted for the day.

Two gold coins were 
dropped into local kettles: 
one outside Big R Stores 
and another at Walmart.

Capt. Johnny Bartsch, 
who oversees the local 
Salvation Army with his 
wife, Kerry, is the one who 
discovered the coins as he 
was gathering the collec-
tion for the day.

“It was exciting to see 
the gold coins,” he said, 
describing how each was 
wrapped in a small piece 
of paper with a holiday movie quote written on it.

One read, “Every time a bell rings, an angel gets 
its wings,” from the classic “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
The other read, “What if Christmas doesn’t come 
from a store? What if Christmas means a little bit 
more?” from “How the Grinch Stole Christmas.”

Bartsch loved the movie quotes, saying they con-
nect red kettle donations and The Salvation Army 
mission back to the true meaning of Christmas.

The gold coins both feature a panda. One weighed 
in at a half ounce of gold and the other one quarter 
ounce of gold. At today’s value, the coins are worth 
approximately $945 total.

“It’s really exciting to see someone give something 
like that in total anonymity,” Bartsch said. “Often-
times, one of the benefi ts of making a large gift 
is the tax write-off. But this person can’t because 

The movie quotes included with the gold coins left in red kettles.

Capt. Kerry Bartsch 
holds the coins.

622 Franklin  
(219) 214-1839

ArtAndScienceworks.com

make glass art - holiday ornaments
gift certificates available

Open Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 6pm - 8 pm

Get Your Friends & Family Together to Make Memories
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Warren J. Attar, Agent
My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com 

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING

(219) 363-9367 
4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

10 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window film

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window film.  
All Films Reduce 99% UV

Flutist Joins Music School
Flute performer and teacher Julie Littell has 

joined the faculty of The School of American Music 
in Three Oaks, Mich.

Littell, Michigan City, will teach beginning, in-
termediate and advanced fl ute courses for children 
and adults. Among her many teaching positions, 
she headed the fl ute department at the Talent Edu-
cation Suzuki School in Norwalk, Conn. She was a 
faculty member at Merit Music, also in Norwalk, 
and at Claremont (Calif.) Community School of Mu-
sic. She has played with bands and ensembles in 
Los Angeles, Tarrytown, N.Y., and Michigan City.

Littell has a Bachelor of Arts in fl ute performance 
from Principia College, and received teacher train-
ing and certifi cation from schools in Iowa, Wiscon-
sin, California and Japan.

Those interested in studying fl ute should contact 
Donna Mitchell at SAM at schoolofamericanmusic@
gmail.com or (269) 409-1191.

SAM provides one-on-one instruction with ex-
perienced teachers who also are performing musi-
cians. Besides fl ute, it offers courses in guitar, pi-
ano, violin, baritone ukulele, voice, music reading 
and composition and studio recording. Its affi liated 
Arts & Education Center houses the Harbor Coun-
try Singers, programs in Yoga and Tai Chi, and peri-
odic short-term musical and other workshops.

T’ai Chi classes are from 10 to 11 a.m. EST Tues-
days. Instructor Edward Vanek teaches the Cheng 
Man-ch’ing style developed by Yang Lu-ch’an.

The cost is $10 per session. Classes are held at 
the Three Oaks Arts & Education Center, 14 Maple 
St. in downtown Three Oaks.
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

Stationery
Want Your Event Listed Here?

(219) 879-0088 • drew@thebeacher.com

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
Jan. 11 — Music at the Museum, 2-3:30 p.m., 

Westchester Township History Museum, 700 W. 
Porter Ave., Chesterton.

Jan. 12 — Cookies and Canvas, Chesterton Art 
Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Times: children 3-7/5-6:30 
p.m., 8 & older/7-8:30 p.m. Cost: $10, $5/members. 
Info/registration: www.chestertonart.com, (219) 
926-4711.

Jan. 13 — Duneland Weavers Guild, 10 a.m., 
Westchester Public Library’s Baugher Center, 100 
W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Info: www.duneland-
weaversguild.org

Jan. 13 — Winter Open House 2018, 11 a.m.-3 
p.m., Dunes Learning Center, 700 Howe Road, Ches-
terton. Info: www.duneslearningcenter.org/events

Jan. 13 — In the Footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., 2-3 p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 
1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Jan. 13 — Stargazing, 5-7 p.m., Kemil Beach 
parking area, 27 N. East State Park Road, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Jan. 13 — Mary Fahl (former October Project 
lead singer), 8 p.m. EST, The Acorn Theater, 107 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $30. 
Info: www.acorntheater.com, (269) 756-3879.

Jan. 14 — Snowshoe Hike, 1-3 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. 
Info: (219) 395-1882.

Jan. 14 — Sunday Matinee: “Victoria and Ab-
dul,” 1:30 p.m., The Baugher Center, 100 W. Indi-
ana Ave., Chesterton.

Jan. 15 — Martin Luther King Jr. Community 
Celebration Breakfast, 8:30-10 a.m., Purdue Uni-
versity Northwest, James B. Dworkin Student Ser-
vices and Activities Complex Great Hall. Free. Res-
ervations: www.pnw.edu/MLK-celebration

Jan. 15 — Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 10:30 
a.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 16 — Harbor Country Hikers, “Hiking and 
Health,” 6:30 p.m. EST, New Buffalo Township Li-
brary, 33 N. Thompson St. Info: harborcountryhik-
ers.com

In the Region
Through Jan. 21 — Cracker Jack exhibit, “Toys 

Across Time,” Fernwood Botanical Garden & Na-
ture Preserve, 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 
Info: www.fernwoodbotanical.org, (269) 695-6491.

Through Feb. 25 — “Here and There: Intimate 
and Large Scale Views in Photography,” Midwest 
Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart. 
Info: (574) 293-6660, www.MidwestMuseum.US 
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New Buffalo Streetscape Project
New Buffalo, in partnership with the New Buffa-

lo Downtown Development Authority, is in the fi nal 
phase of making improvements to the community’s 
downtown area.

The work will replace water and sewer lines, and 
create a new streetscape.

New Buffalo DDA staff provided this information 
with answers to specifi c questions about the project: 

Q: What is the difference between the Down-
town Development Authority and the Plan-
ning Commission?

Response: The DDA, authorized by state legis-
lation, works to improve economic conditions and 
preserve historical elements in the business dis-
trict. Funding comes from Tax Increment Financing 
based on property taxes in the district. DDA funds 
support the business district and promote tourism.

The planning commission is a delegated commit-
tee, authorized by state legislation, to assist with 
the master plan and state zoning codes. It provides 
oversight for property improvement and land use, 
and it does not have a funding mechanism.

From the City of New Buffalo website:
The Downtown Development Authority is orga-

nized with reference to Michigan Public Act 197 of 
1975, as amended for the purpose of correcting and 
preventing deterioration in the business district, to 
increase property tax valuation where possible in 
the business district, and to eliminate the causes of 
deterioration and to promote economic growth.
A. Prepare an analysis of economic changes taking 

place in the district.
B. Study and analyze the impact of these changes 

upon the district.
C. Plan and propose the construction, renovation, re-

pair, remodeling, rehabilitation, restoration, pres-
ervation or reconstruction of a public facility, an 
existing building or a multiple family dwelling unit 
which may be necessary or appropriate to the exe-
cution of the plan, which in the opinion of the board, 
aids in economic growth of the downtown district.

D. Develop long-range plans in cooperation with the 
City of New Buffalo Planning Commission de-
signed to prevent deterioration of property values 
in the district, to encourage economic growth in 
the district and to take steps necessary to imple-
ment the plans.

E. Implement and plan for development that may be 
necessary to achieve the purpose of the Act in ac-
cordance with the Ordinance and the authority 
granted by said Act.
The planning commission plans functions, as cov-

ered in Michigan’s Planning Enabling Act and Zon-
ing Enabling Act, as well as the city’s general or-
dinances. Commissioners use the zoning ordinance, 
master plan and planning commission bylaws to as-
sist with their duties.

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

Brochures
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Newsletters

On January 11, 1770, Benjamin Franklin, in Lon-
don, shipped the fi rst rhubarb to America.
On January 11, 1805, the Michigan Territory was 
created.
On January 11, 1935, aviator Amelia Earhart took 
off from Honolulu bound for Oakland on the last leg 
of a fl ight that made her the fi rst woman to fl y solo 
across the Pacifi c.
On January 11, 1982, Chicago’s schools were 
closed the day after a record-breaking cold, when 
mercury dropped to 26 degrees below zero. At 11 
a.m. the temperature climbed to zero for the fi rst 
time in two days.
On January 11, 2000, Carlton Fisk, star catcher 
for the White Sox for 13 years and for the Boston 
Red Sox for 11, was elected to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame.
On January 12, 1773, America’s fi rst public mu-
seum was established in Charleston, S.C.
On January 12, 1927, Chicago dedicated Midway 
Airport.
On January 12, 1971, the long running “All in the 
Family” made its debut on CBS.
On January 12, 1999, Mark McGwire’s 70th home 
run ball was sold at auction in New York for $3 mil-
lion.
On January 13, 1906, the fi rst advertisement for 
a radio, a Telimco selling for $7.50, appeared in Sci-
entifi c American magazine.
On January 13, 1966, Robert Weaver became the 
fi rst black Cabinet member when President Lyndon 
Johnson appointed him Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development.
On January 13, 2002, the off-Broadway musical 
“The Fantasticks” was performed for the last time, 
ending a run of nearly 42 years and 17,162 shows.
On January 14, 1870, in a cartoon by Thomas 
Nast in Harper’s Weekly, the Democratic Party was 
represented for the fi rst time by a donkey.
On January 14, 1900, Puccini’s opera “Tosca” re-
ceived a mixed reception at its world premiere in 
Rome.
On January 14, 1914, Henry Ford started the 
assembly line that reduced the time of putting to-
gether a car from over 12 hours to 93 minutes. This 
contributed to lowered automobile prices, smog, en-
ergy shortages, traffi c jams, fast food restaurants 
and Arab dominance of the oil market.
On January 14, 1952, the Today show, featuring 
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Dave Garroway as host, premiered on NBC.
On January 14, 1970, Diana Ross and the Su-
premes performed together in concert for the fi nal 
time, at the Frontier Hotel in Las Vegas.
On January 15, 1844, the University of Notre 
Dame received its charter from the state of Indiana.
On January 15, 1974, “Happy Days” premiered on 
ABC.
On January 15, 2004, the NASA Spirit rover, 
rolled onto the surface of Mars for the fi rst time 
since the vehicle bounced to a landing nearly two 
weeks earlier.
On January 16, 1936, Florida’s “Hialeah Race 
Track” installed the fi rst electric-eye photo-fi nish 
camera to record the winner of each horse race, 
eliminating the question of which horse really came 
in fi rst.
On January 16, 1964, the stage show “Hello Dol-
ly,” starring Carol Channing, began a run of 2,844 
performances.
On January 16, 1985, Reuben Anderson was 
sworn in as Mississippi’s fi rst black justice on the 
state Supreme Court.
On January 16, 2003,the space shuttle Columbia 
blasted off with Israel’s fi rst astronaut, Ilan Ra-
mon. The mission ended in tragedy Feb. 1, when 
the shuttle burned up during its return, killing all 
seven crew members.
On January 16, 2006, “Brokeback Mountain” won 
four Golden Globes, including best motion picture 
drama; “Lost” won best dramatic television series 
while “Desperate Housewives” won for best musical 
or comedy series.
On January 17, 1778, Captain James Cook dis-
covered the Sandwich Islands (now the Hawaiian 
Islands), naming them after Lord Sandwich, head 
of the British Admiralty.
On January 17, 1923, following the enactment of 
an ordinance reducing the number of alderman in 
Chicago wards from two to one, First Ward Alder-
man Michael “Hinky Dinky” Kenna announced that 
he would step down in favor of the ward’s other al-
derman, John “Bathhouse John” Coughlin.
On January 17, 1955, the USS Nautilus made its 
fi rst nuclear-powered run from its submarine berth 
in Groton, Conn.
On January 17, 1984, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the private use of home VCRs to tape TV pro-
grams didn’t violate federal copyright laws.

On January 17, 1997, an Irish court granted the 
fi rst divorce in the nation’s history.
On January 17, 2006, the Supreme Court ruled 
that Oregon doctors who helped the terminally ill 
under the state’s assisted suicide law couldn’t be ar-
rested under federal drug laws.
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CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call  219-872-1217.

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
Dudek Professional Alterations. Men and women’s garments.

We replace most zippers. 30+ years experience. 
Call 874-4522/(219) 221-3099.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S
 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
20 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580

ESSENTIAL CLEANING 
Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling Cleanup, Business and 

Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and Commercial. Insured and 
references available.

Call Rebecca at 219-617-7746 or 
email essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.
BOYD’S CLEANING SERVICE. Commerical-residential. Specialize in 
rentals. References available. Bonded-insured. Weekly, biweekly. Free 

estimates. Call (219) 210-9123.
D&D CLEANING 

Specializing in residential, vacation homes, rentals and new construction/
remodeling cleanup. Flexible schedule/regular cleaning crew. References 

available. Call (219) 877-9502
 SQUEAKY CLEAN: residential & commercial. Bonded/insured. Wkly, bi-

wkly, monthly. 20+ yrs exp. Free estimates. Joelle • (219) 561-3527.
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. 

Excellent references, reasonable rates. Call 269-469-4624.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 

24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907

BILL SMART NEEDS PROJECTS – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • 
Painting and Tile. Call (269) 469-4407.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Complete roof tear offs, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. 630-726-6466. Ask for Terry. 39 yrs. experience.
***  THE COUNTERTOP GUY, LLC ***

Specializing in custom-made cabinetry and solid surface, or plastic lami-
nate countertops. With 30+ years experience in fabricating and installing 

in commercial or residential homes. Also offer general carpentry and 
remodeling. Call (219) 214-0545

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.
CAPPY PAINTING. Interior/exterior painting. 20+years experience. 

Professional, quality work at reasonable prices. Call (219) 221-7909.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
TOP LINE SNOW PLOWING, BLOWING and SHOVELING,
lawn maintenance, spring and fall cleanup and odd jobs. 
Call ABE at 219-210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. Weedings, Clean-ups, Mowing, Mulch, 
Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Marquette Catholic High School has immediate opening for part-

time deli worker/food service, 9 a.m.-1p.m. daily. Salary: TBA.
Email Principal Jim White at jwhite@marquette-hs.org

School of American Music is seeking piano, guitar and American instru-
ment teachers for private lessons. Visit schoolofamericanmusic.com. 

Send inquiries to schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com, attn. 
Donna M. Mitchell.

FOR SALE
For sale: Conn organ, $120 OBO.

Call (219) 874-4449.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
CHAD & NANCY ADDIE • MENDED HEARTS COLLECTIBLES

Thoughtful estate liquidation. We’re glad to offer perspective, ideas on 
process. Call us at (219) 393-4609

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
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WANT TO RENT/LEASE/SHARE
Quiet female schoolteacher needs room to rent for 6 months in Long 

Beach area or nearby. Call (503) 839-6901.

REAL ESTATE
REAL ESTATE INVESTING

Investment mixed-use building for sale in Michigan City. Owners past 
retirement age; motivated to sell. 4 occupied units, signed leases, yearly 

gross income $30,000. (219) 879-2198 or text (219) 877-8177.
Seeking investment property to buy: apartments, vacation, commer-
cial, storage (no raw land). Providing loans against real estate. Call 

(929) 314-4618

RENTALS INDIANA
Apartments for rent. Uptown Michigan City, 1/2BR, $675/mo. and up. 

Call (219) 898-8871.
Dunescape Condo, 4th Floor, 2BR/2BA, available Nov.-May. $1,100/

mo + utilities. Call/text Cari @ Merrion Realty @ (219) 898-5412.
Furnished 1BR apartment over garage, quiet wooded setting among 

$500K homes, granite, hardwood floors, shared pool, tennis, 
basketball. Kitchenette. Utilities included. $800, 1-yr lease, no 

smoking, no pets. (312) 399-5341.
UPSCALE LOFT FOR RENT: 1 huge bedroom with walk-in closet, W/D, 

large deck, off-street parking, wood floors. Just steps from 11th Street 
South Shore station. $650/mo. + utilities. Call (219) 872-9111. 

Stop 2 monthly rental Sept. 15-May 15. Fully furnished luxury 
2BR/1BA. $1,000/mo. (929) 314-4618 or www.mcbeachrental.com for 

pictures/testimonials 

RENTALS MICHIGAN
For rent: Furn. 1BR non-smoking apt. in quiet building. Downtown New 
Buffalo, walk to beach & shops. Rent incl. gas, elec., water & trash. Sec. 

dep. req. No pets. Yearly lease. $750/mo. Call (312) 925-0753. 

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE  
130x200 wooded corner lot in Michiana Shores. Walking distance to 

beach. Access to city water/sewer. Call (219) 871-2101 for info. 
CONDOMINIUM WITH UNIVERSAL APPEAL IN THE SHORES!

2BR/2.5BA/main-floor den, at 2210 Bayview Drive. $224,500. Sale by 
owner. Household items, furniture items available by appointment. 

(219) 393-4609.

Chesterton Art Center

The following programs are available through 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.:

• Jennifer Martin will host a Polar Blast edi-
tion of Cookies and Canvas on Friday, Jan. 12.

Children 3-7 attend from 5 to 6:30 p.m. and youth 
8 and older from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The evening will 
include an 8” x 10” snow-themed, stretched canvas 
painting, as well as cookies and juice.

The cost is $10 per child, or $5 for members. Reg-
istration and payment are required no later than 
Thursday, Jan. 11.

• Life Drawing Open Studio from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Mondays.

Clothed models of different ages and genders will 
serve as subject matter. The open setting requires 
that artists take supplies and clean up afterwards. 
While not structured, some instruction and critique 
are available if needed.

The cost is $10 per session, plus a tip for the mod-
el. The winter/spring sessions run Jan. 15-May 21.

• George Kassal will offer a three-session 
Beginning Digital Photography class starting 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17.

The class is designed for people new to digital, 
and who primarily use point-and-shoot cameras. 
Kassal, Long Beach, will cover basic operation, and 
features such as scene modes, exposure compensa-
tion, white balance and fl ash.

Students should take a camera and instruction 
manual to class. The cost is $65, with members re-
ceiving a $20 discount.

❑

Call (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.
com to register or for more details.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Kingsbury Elementary School, 802 W. County 

Road 400 South, La Porte, 2:30 to 6:30 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 12. Students who recruit one presenting do-
nor receive a Red Cross medal while supplies last.

• Bethany Lutheran Church, 102 G St., La Porte, 1 
to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit redcrossblood.org for more details.
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Happy New Year! Wow — 2018. My fi rst thought 
is, “Time to see what new books are coming out!” 
But it’s also a time to look back at all the great reads 
of 2017 — and there were plenty.

Since I review 50 books a year, this is not an easy 
task by any means, but I have come up with 10 
books that would appeal to a variety of readers…
and don’t ask me to mark them 1-10. It just can’t 
be done!

Killers of the Flower Moon 
by David Grann. This is one of 
my non-fi ction choices. It’s emo-
tional, it’s hard to believe, but 
it’s all true. Osage Indians on 
the Oklahoma reservation were 
being killed off — a lot by poi-
soning — by greedy white men 
eager to steal the rich ore and 
oil deposits under their ground. 
One man’s crusade to discover 
the truth brings up an ugly page 
in American history.

News of the World by Juliette Jiles. This Na-
tional Book Award fi nalist tells the story of a  man 
who makes a living in the late 1800s reading news-
papers to settlers in far-fl ung areas of Texas. He 
is paid to take a former Indian hostage, a young 
girl, back to her relatives. Their journey inspires 
many revelations for the man about himself and 
his charge, the harsh landscape providing a back-
ground that brings out each other’s true grit. His-
torical fi ction at its fi nest.

Another Brooklyn by Jacqueline Woodson. 
Longlisted for the National Book Award, this story 
follows three African-American girls growing up in 
1970s Brooklyn. A socially and politically changing 
decade, it also was a time when girls faced the fears 
of growing up, met boys and tried to make sense of 
the world around them — not an easy task. Beauti-
fully written, lovingly told.

Nutshell by Ian McEwan. Truly “something en-
tirely different.” It’s told by a baby in utero! What 
this baby hears is fi rst the radio, then the strange 
conversations of his mommy. What he hears be-
comes sinister and scary. What will happen to him 
when he’s born? It will be a sur-
prise!

Midnight Sun by Jo Nesbø. 
Ulf is a hit man in Oslo, Norway. 
Not a new theme. However, in 
this story, Ulf wants out of the 
business. He wants a new start 
and heads north for the home of 
the Laplanders, where he hopes 
he can disappear and live out his 
life in peace. Is that possible? A 

fascinating story of a man questioning the choices 
he made in the past and wondering if a different 
future is even possible.

The River at Night by Erica Ferencik. What is 
more ferocious — man or nature? Four women are 
about to fi nd out as they begin a white-water rafting 
trip along a wild and uninhabited section of north-
ern Maine. The story shows what happens when 
friendship is pushed to the limit and life and death 
are on the line.

Skitter by Ezekiel Boone. I felt it was necessary 
to include this book in the horror/sci-fi  genre to pro-
vide more variety. It’s the second in a trilogy, pre-
ceded by The Hatching. It had me as hooked like the 
fi rst one! Spiders are wrecking havoc on the earth, 
but this is not just a bloodbath. It’s a story of how the 
scientifi c community wants to handle the spiders, 
and how the U.S. government reacts. Of course, it’s 
a cliffhanger — there’s one more book to go!

Down a Dark Road by Lin-
da Castillo. This author has cre-
ated a stellar series about Kate 
Burkholder, born Amish, who 
left the community to join the 
big city police force, and now is 
back as sheriff in her hometown 
of Painters Mill, Ohio. Castillo’s 
strength rests in her ability to 
show us the Amish mindset and 
life in their community, and 
provide a strong female charac-
ter. In this book, an Amish wife 
and four of her fi ve children are brutally murdered 
in their home. The husband is nowhere to be found. 
Is he guilty? Facing brutal odds, Kate sets out to 
discover the truth.

Gunmetal Gray by Mark Greaney. If you like ac-
tion stories, then Mark Greaney is your man. His 
character, Court Gentry, known as The Gray Man, 
is ex-CIA, now an independent contractor and the 
subject of a popular series. His name derives from 
the fact he works in that gray area, somewhere in-
side and outside the law. A pure adrenaline rush!

All the Gallant Men by Donald Stratton. This 
is my second non-fi ction choice, 
written by a sailor who was on 
the USS Arizona at Pearl Har-
bor on Dec. 7, 1941. Stratton’s 
memories, the injuries he suf-
fered and how after a year of 
recuperation at home, he re-en-
listed in the Navy, reminds us of 
why his was part of “the great-
est generation.”

Till next time, happy reading!
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