
Volume 30, Number 48 Thursday, December 4, 2014

THE

Weekly Newspaper 911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN 46360

TM

Innovation at its Finest
At One Time, Haskell & Barker Co. was Indiana’s Largest Manufacturing Plant

by William Halliar

L
ighthouse Place-Premium Outlets is re-
splendently festooned in holiday fi nery as 
countless shoppers seek the perfect gifts at 
bargains price. The stores, decorated in 

tinsel and lights, welcome visitors to sample their 
wares and carry home armloads of brightly wrapped 
packages.

The same ground upon which these shoppers 
so merrily traverse was home to Indiana’s largest 
manufacturing plant 100 years ago, the birthplace 
of many innovative ideas and the genesis for the 
fi rst assembly line. Where clothing stores exist to-

day, furnaces and carpenter shops and forges and 
anvils dominated the landscape.

The clang of hammers, and the hiss and fl are of 
molten steel, are all but forgotten, but this was once 
the place where freight cars that would carry goods 
and tons of raw materials to all corners of the na-
tion were invented, engineered and manufactured.

All but the memory of this creativity and indus-
trial activity was wiped clean by a devastating fi re 
July 13, 1973, which left all but a few buildings and 
skeletal girders to attest to any history written here.

The Haskell-Barker Company paint shop.

Continued on Page 2

Editor’s note — Our series continues exploring the history behind key locations
along Michigan City’s North End.
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T
he story of this place begins with merchant 
and businessman John Barker, who was born 
in Andover, Mass., on Dec. 14, 1814. It was 

said he was known for his common sense and for an 
ambition driven by what one biographer called his 
“Puritan” work ethic. The youngest child of 11, John 
was the son of a well-to-do New England farmer of 
some political and social prominence.

As with many 
in that age, Bark-
er had little for-
mal education, 
but was appar-
ently stubbornly, 
bent on becom-
ing a success 
in business. At 
18, he left home 
and entered an 
apprenticeship 
in a local store 
for three years. 
Here, he learned 
the rudiments 
of the retail 
business. As it 
seemed the buy-
ing and selling of goods was where fortunes could be 
made, he studied the dry goods business and gained 
a clerk’s position in several stores, working his way 
west from Massachusetts, across Ohio and fi nally 
settling in Michigan City in 1836. With each new 
position, he gained business acumen, skill, wealth 
and infl uence.

Arriving in Michigan City in 1836, Barker formed 
a partnership with his cousin, Jacob Carter, and to-
gether they opened a general store that contained 
articles needed in the pioneering community. It was 
also in Michigan City that he chose to raise his fam-
ily. To Barker and his wife, Cordelia, was born a 
son, John H., who would eventually become heir to 
his father’s business.

By the early 1840s, Michigan City was emerg-
ing as a bustling port city. Lumber and other goods 
were brought here by wagon, where ships could be 
loaded for ports in the Midwest, even eventual ship-
ment to European ports.

Innovation Continued from Page 1

John Barker

At that time, the only way for farmers to trans-
port their grain to market was to load it in a wagon 
and haul it over land to be sold to the proprietors of 
grain elevators who would, in turn, load the grain 
on ships for sale around the world.

In 1854, John Barker sold his interest in the 
general store and built a grain elevator and pier 
for storing and shipping grain. But a new age of 
opportunity had dawned, and it would soon turn 
Michigan City from a fl edgling pioneer village into 
a world-class city of commerce, with John Barker 
becoming a very rich man.

The high pressure steam engine was developed 
beginning in the mid-1700s and was fi rst applied to 
powered transport in the form of a steamboat built 
in 1788 by John Fitch, which he operated on the 
Delaware River.

Of course, rivers do not always run in the direc-
tion in which one would like to travel, and manmade 
waterways or canals are very expensive to build, so 
it was not long before a high-pressure steam en-
gine was applied to a wheeled vehicle designed for 
ground transport.

Steam wagons built to traverse unimproved dirt 
and gravel roads proved impossible, so in 1804 Rich-
ard Trevithick, an English engineer, built an engine 
to run on the railways that were designed for horse-
drawn carts...and history was made.

Early Mohawk & Hudson Train.

The fi rst railroad to be established in the United 
States was in Massachusetts: the Mohawk and Hud-
son in 1826. The Galena & Chicago Union Railroad 
Co. came to the shores of Lake Michigan in 1848. 
Independent railroad companies began to spring 
up all across the eastern half of the United States.
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Towns vied for the honor and necessity of having a 
railroad terminal in their community. In fact, vil-
lages that were not included along the newly con-
structed rail routes soon withered and died from 
lack of commerce.

When in May of 1849 the Michigan Central en-
tered New Buffalo, Mich., from the east, the last 
gap in the rail link between the East Coast of the 
United States and the Mississippi River became the 
connection between New Buffalo and Chicago.

In 1850, the Michigan Southern had laid its tracks 
to Michigan City through New Buffalo, followed in 
1852 by the Michigan Central Railroad, which lat-
er that year completed tracks from Michigan City 
to link with the Illinois Central Line at Kensing-
ton, Ill. Thus, the entire eastern half of the United 
States was interconnected by ribbons of steel rail, 
magic carpets to whisk passengers and goods across 
the country.

The East/West rail connection was complete, and 
goods could now be shipped from all over the Great 
Lakes to the ports at Chicago or Michigan City and 
on to other inland destinations. The railroad was 
new king of commerce, and men sought to make 
their fortunes with the iron horse and steel rail.

Michigan City was an important hub of com-
merce when in 1852 Messrs. Sherman, Frederick, 
Aldridge and Haskell travelled from Ogdensberg, 
N.Y., to establish a manufacturing plant to build 
railroad freight cars. In 1855, Barker, seeing a 
unique business opportunity, purchased a third in-
terest in the company. In 1858, after buying out the 
other partners, the business was incorporated un-
der the name Haskell & Barker Car Co.

The oldest picture of Haskell & Barker’s original plant, a late 
1880s wood print of the view near Fourth and Wabash streets.

Continued on Page 4

The car company started with a few rudimentary 
buildings in 1852, where a small number of workers 
experimented with and built wooden freight cars for 
a burgeoning rail industry. The company grew, its 
roots tied to the growth of Michigan City, itself. By 
1907, the Haskell and Barker Co. was the largest 
manufacturing plant in Indiana. In fact, by 1957, 
the plant at Michigan City, which spread across 109 
acres, was proclaimed to be the largest freight car 
building plant in the world.

Holiday Open House Sale

December 5th, 6th & 7th

Under New Ownership/Management
Come See The Spectacular Changes

500 Lincolnway • LaPorte, Indiana
(219) 326-5933

Monday through Saturday 10AM to 5PM 
Sunday Noon Till 5PM 

Vintage And Antique 
Toys 

Furniture 
Upholstered Furniture

Clothing 
Crystal 

Art Glass 
Table Ware 

Fabrics 
Speciality Paints 
Home Decorator 

Accents 
Holiday 
Lighting 

Electronics 
China Silverplate 

Jewelry

Styles Of Furniture 
And Accents We 

Carry 
Primitives 

Art Nouveau 
Italian Revival 

Eastlake 
Victorian 

Mid Century 
Arts And Crafts 

Art Deco 
French Provincial 

Specializing in Furniture
Delivery Available • Great Customer Service

23,000 square feet of merchandise 
2 fl oors and a loft 

New merchandise delivered weekly. 
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As early as 1889, assembly lines using prefabricated 
assemblies were being used at the plant, predating 
Detroit by many years. It has been said Henry Ford 
visited the plant at Michigan City to study such as-
sembly procedures.

In 1922, Pullman acquired the car works for a 
$15 million cost. By that time, the plant included 34 
manufacturing buildings covering 116 acres.

The innovations at the Michigan City plant con-
tinued. In 1930, lightweight materials were begin-
ning to be used in passenger cars. In 1931, Haskell 
& Barker turned out fi ve lightweight hopper cars 
for the Chicago Greats Western Railroad and in 
1935 built the fi rst lightweight box car. This box 
car, being 20 percent 
lighter, allowed for 
much more freight to be 
carried using the same 
effort. Many more cars 
could be pulled by the 
engines, allowing for 
greater train length and 
fuel effi ciency.

In 1937, an experi-
mental fl eet of 200 box 
cars was built for three 
railroads. These cars 
were forged of new 
high tinsel and low al-
loy steel, and were ul-
tra lightweight, while 
at the same time very 
strong. These led to the 
development of Pullman Standard’s famous PS-1 
box car in 1947.

The PS-1 box car is legendary in 
railroad history and was designed 
and built right here in Michigan 
City. It was known as the fi rst en-
tirely standardized box car. The 
sides, ends, roofs and underframes 
were made as sub assembles and 
all brought together at the fi nal 
assembly process on the line. The 
PS-1 played an important role in 
the need for box cars following 
World War II because it could be 
produced so rapidly, and it was a 
lightweight and reliable design. 
Literally tens of thousands of 
these cars have been built since 
1947

After the success of the PS-1, 
the company designed and built 
the PS-2 covered hopper car, the 
PS-3 open top hopper, the PS-4 
fl at car and PS-5 gondola, all stan-
dardized and designed to be built 
on an assembly line.

I
n 1883, after Barker retired, his son, John H., 
whose home still stands as a historic landmark 
on the town’s North End, took over the reins and 

became general manager of the plant. He died in 
1910 after a long career and great love of freight car 
building and community service...but the Barker 
legacy continued.

In the ear-
ly years, the 
Haskell & 
Barker plant at 
Michigan City 
produced reap-
ers and thresh-
ing machines, 
in addition to 
freight cars and 
passenger cars. 
In 1873, under 
John H. Barker’s 
direction, the 
company discon-
tinued all other 
but the freight 
car business, al-
though during 
World War II the 
plant built 2,401 

troop sleepers for the U.S. military.
Engineers at the Haskell & Barker plant were a 

creative lot, quick to experiment with new technolo-
gies for car building and manufacturing procedures. 

Innovation Continued from Page 3

A July 1907 photo of the pattern shop.

Pullman Standard celebrates its 
100,000th PS-1 box car in 1957.
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manufacturing compa-
nies, Poloron and Bobko, 
were using a 51-acre 
tract of it for storage. 
Most of the old manu-
facturing buildings were 
still intact. The plan was 
that the historic site 
would be redeveloped for 
a new purpose.

On July 13, 1973, a 
crew was cutting bolts 
to remove a structural 
member with a torch. 
Apparently, one of the 
red hot cutbolts fell from 
the ceiling and landed 
high up in the old wood-
en structure and was not 
noticed by the workers, 
who knocked off for the 

day at about 3:30 p.m.
The old dried wood around the red hot bolt be-

gan to smolder, and little by little, the wood took 
to fl ame. No one noticed 
until smoke was seen at 
about 11 p.m., coming 
from the southwest cor-

In 1970, Pullman Standard closed its operation 
at Michigan City after 118 years of manufactur-
ing in that location. It had more modern facilities 
in Bessemer, Ala., and 
Butler, Pa.

In 1971, the property 
was purchase by Nate 
and Henry Winski. Two 

A 1963 aerial photo of the Pullman plant.

Special Thanks
Mike Fleming provided The Beacher with these 

archival photos of Haskell and Barker Co.
Continued on Page 6
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ner of Building No. 44, which lay 
along Eight Street.

The old buildings were brick 
and, by this time, old dry wood. 
The fi re quickly spread through-
out the entire complex. A contem-
porary account states that fl am-
ing pieces of debris lifted high into 
the air and fell on to the roofs of 
houses and into yards of the hous-
es that were to the north and east 
of the Pullman complex. Fire de-
partments from surrounding com-
munities were called in to fi ght 
the blaze.

People clad in nightgowns and 
all manner of nightware came out 
to watch the fi re, which colored 
the sky with brilliant shades of 
red and orange, until about 2 a.m., when it was all 
but burned out. Only two buildings remained in-
tact: the offi ce building and machine shop.

The charred remains were cleared and the open 
and vacant land found a new life in the commerce 
of Michigan City. Until a few years ago, the offi ce 
building was called The Works and contained shops 
and the George Pullman Café., home of one memo-
rable cheeseburger. These buildings have now fol-
lowed the rest of the old historic complex and been 

An aerial view taken in 1990 of Lighthouse Place.

demolished. Now, all that remains of those build-
ings is a grassy lot and the memories of the old tim-
ers who worked there or lived near.

Today, as folks visit our community and enjoy the 
amenities of Lighthouse Place, little do they suspect 
what has happened on this very plot of ground, and 
how history was changed and created here.

(An upcoming story by William Halliar will focus 
more in-depth on the Barker family and its legacy in 
Michigan City.)

A view of the machine shop in 1907. The main offi ce as seen in 1907.

The shipping track in 1907.
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A worker in the truck shop in 1907.

The company’s welding shop.John Barker (right) speaks to his company vice president.

A 1940s photo that shows Pullman Standard workers 
making troop carriers, or Pullman cars
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Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

“Anne of Green Gables”
Footlight Players will bring to life the red-head-

ed, tart-tongued orphan Anne Shirley with “Anne 
of Green Gables” on Dec. 5-7 and 11-14 at Footlight 
Theatre, 1705 Franklin St.

The play, adapted by Syl-
via Ashby, highlights key 
pieces of the classic story by 
Lucy Maud Montgomery. As 
it opens, 12-year-old Anne 
Shirley (Molly Dashiell, 
Valparaiso) clutches all her 
“worldly goods and chattels” 
in a beat-up suitcase and 
waits for a ride to her new 
home – the fi rst place she 
may really belong. Shy, qui-
et bachelor Matthew Cuth-
bert (Ken Siegfried, Michi-
gan City) arrives to fi nd 
what will soon be termed 
“a fi ne kettle of fi sh” by his 
starchy sister, Marilla (Deb 
Dashiell). Instead of the boy 
they asked for from the or-
phanage, it’s clearly a girl 
who waits for him at the 
train station. Throughout 
the play, Anne fi nds her place in the world and in 
the Cuthberts’ hearts.

This tale of a new family has been a favorite for 
many years with the Dashiells, who have four mem-
bers of their family in the production. Another of 
Deb’s daughters, Lily, portrays Ruby Gillis, and her 
son, Jordan, plays Charlie Sloane.

The family connections don’t stop there.
In making his directorial debut with “Anne of 

Green Gables,” Eric Helmken is following in the 

footsteps of his late father, Ed Helmken, who was 
president of Footlight Players for eight years and 
inducted into the theater’s Hall of Fame.

Also starring in the show 
are Aaron Collings, Bran-
don Dudley, Kristina Heu-
ck, Bobbi Lauritsen, David 
Mikolajczyk, Julia Miller, 
Colin Nittner, Stacy Os-
born, Katarzyna Wanner 
and Sarah Wermuth.

Tickets to “Anne of Green 
Gables” are $12 for adults 
and $10 for Thursday shows 
and children 12 and young-
er. Times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday  through Sat-
urday and 2 p.m. Sunday. 
Doors open 45 minutes prior 
to curtain. Reservations will 
be held until 15 minutes pri-
or to curtain unless secured 
by a season gift card or prior 
payment in full. Reserva-
tions are recommended by 
calling (219) 874-4035 or at 
www.footlightplayers.org. A 

2-for-1 coupon is available for opening night on the 
website.

Footlight also will host a one-man retelling of “A 
Christmas Carol” by Grant Fitch, a professional sto-
ryteller and award-winning regional actor, at 6:30 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7. In 90 minutes, he plays all the 
characters theatergoers are familiar with, and some 
new ones — more than 30 in all. Tickets are $10. 

Footlight will collect non-perishable foods for a 
local food pantry during both productions.

Molly Dashiell (left), Ken Siegfried and 
Deb Dashiell star in “Anne of Green Gables.”
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Santa in his real railroad Caboose,
the blacksmith and our 1930’s Soda Fountian.

15% on all merchandise in Th e Depot Store
Donate a new unwrapped toy at Santa’s Candy Cane Express & Receive one free train ride. 

Suggested value of donation $5.00 or more. Help greet Santa when he arrives on the train at Noon!

First two full weekends in December 6-7 & 13-14

the Candy Cane Express 

Look for the billboard at CR 1000 North and IN-39

       GPS: 1201 East 1000 North LaPorte, IN 46350 Hesston Steam Museum

Museum Campus opens at 11:30 trains run  12:00   - 5:00 CDT

Greet Santa when he arrives at Noon 
Doc’s Soda Fountain opens at 8:00 for breakfast. See website for details.

www.hesston.org

Visit Doc’s

A 1930 vintage Soda Fountain for lunch & ice cream.

Breakfast Served 9 - 11:30
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Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: dan@dancoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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First Friday
Uptown Arts District will present its monthly 

First Friday art walk from 5 to 8 p.m. Dec. 5.
Participating businesses and local attractions are:

• Old Lighthouse Museum, 1 Washington Park — 
New lantern tower, Jan Hoeppner’s photography.

• Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
— Artist Stephanie Carnell, and music by Earl 
Miller and Sandy Gleim.

• Darling, 418 Franklin Square — Jewelry Artist 
Julie Biehl.

• Revive Consignments & Revive HIM, 523 Frank-
lin St. — Artist Natalie Korda.

.• Trinity Episcopal Church, 600 Franklin Square 
— Outdoor holiday music.

• Walnut Ink Projects, 607 Franklin St. — “Screen 
Play” exhibit by various artists.

• Beach Bum Jewels, 621 Franklin St. — The Art-
ists of Beach Bum Jewels.

• Urban Soles Inc., 624 Franklin St. — Artist Pat-
rick Skoff.

• Southern Shore Art Association, 724 Franklin St. 
—  “Gift of Art: Art Under $200.”

• A Dove’s Tale, 829 Franklin St. — Artists Cyndie 
McKinney and Brandi Acuri.

• Luxe Boutique, 904 Franklin St. — Photographer 
Jamie Kessler.

• The Framing Station, 912 Franklin St. — Various 
regional artists.

• The Closet by Franklin Vintage, 1011 Franklin 
St. — Works by Julia Nielsen.

• First United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh 
St. — Sixth Annual Madrigal Dinner. Also held 
Saturday, Dec. 6. Call (219) 872-7200 for more in-
formation and advance tickets.

• The Uptown Center, 907 Franklin St. — Uptown 
Arts 4th Annual Christmas Bazaar from 2 to 9  
p.m. Admission is $2 for adults and free for chil-
dren 12 and younger. Proceeds benefi t Michigan 
City Mainstreet Association and United Way.
Entertainment includes:

• Maxine’s Restaurant, 521 Franklin St. — Pete 
Castronova and his trio.

• Mainstreet Theatre, 807 Franklin St. — First 
Friday Open Stage with Michael Stupar. Per-
former signup is at 7:30 p.m., with performances 
at 8 p.m. Admission is $2 for performers and $3 
for audience members.

• The Pickle & Turnip, 827 Franklin St. — Peter 
Nye with guests Dan Moser and Doug Nelson 
from 7 to 10 p.m.
Contact Diane Wilczewski, Michigan City Main-

street Association executive director, at michiganc-
itymainstreet@hotmail.com or (219) 561-6991 for 
more information.

Classifi eds work.
Call (219) 879-0088



December 4, 2014 Page 11
THE



December 4, 2014Page 12
THE

Since 1950

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair
1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com
Your One-Stop Shop for the Finest Floor & Window Coverings

Floors Cold & Drafty?
Custom Area Rug Sale
Now 20% off

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

The mother-and-daugh-
ter team of Vicki and 
Jen Kerr regularly teach 
classes to demonstrate 
how even a person with 
average talent can turn 
a recycled shelf or bucket 
into “rustic art,” a color-
ful addition to any room 
décor.

Several years ago, Vicki 
and Jen were enduring a 
rough spot in their lives, 
a family crisis that made 
them pull together and 
decide they had to fi nd 
some outlet for their cre-
ative spirits and emotions. 
It was then that Vicki 
ran across a reference to 
Chalk Paint, and the two 
claim this introduction 
was a life-changing expe-
rience.

Chalk Paint was devel-
oped by Annie Sloan, an 
artist, writer and musi-

cian who lives and works in Oxford, England. It can 
be claimed that Sloan is a major infl uence in the 
painted furniture revolution that has, for the last 
several years, been so popular in crafting and art 
communities worldwide.

Sloan has been a recognized painter for more 
than 40 years. In 2000, she developed her own line 
of paint formulated especially for painting furniture 
and other decorative arts for the home.

The paint is called “chalk” because after it is dry, 
it has a fl at matte fi nish that can be turned to a soft 
subtle sheen when a fi nished coat of specially 

Repurposed and Reinvigorated
Classes Highlight Phenomenon Relatively New to U.S. — Chalk Paint

by William Halliar

The handwritten sign 
on a shelf overhead read  
“Love is why we are here.”

The gathering, a mix-
ture of curious and pas-
sionate souls, came to ex-
plore a world of colors and 
textures, of wood and met-
al, of objects found, repur-
posed and reinvented for 
new purposes.

The love here was ex-
pressed though paint, 
brushes and wax, the fi n-
ished product a treat for 
the eye and touch.

The group was gathered 
early on a Sunday morn-
ing to study and practice 
the techniques of rehabili-
tating old furniture with 
Chalk Paint.

The venue for the class 
was blais rustic chic, 1 
Oak St. in Three Oaks 
Mich., which has a repur-
posed tale of its own. This 
116-year-old immaculate brick and stone building 
at  once was a proud rail terminal of the Michigan 
Central Line. It later became a clothing store, bi-
cycle shop and fi nally the home of blais rustic Chic, 
which distributes Annie Sloan’s Chalk Paint.

Some folks look at an old chest of drawers — 
dented, worn and lopsided — as a piece of junk, or 
a weathered window frame, cracked mason jar or 
dented and rusted watering can as candidates for 
the Dumpster. Others imagine the possibility of 
what could be. One man’s junk, indeed, can be an-
other’s treasure.

Participants in the class work on painted furniture projects.
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Holiday Savings at

We’ve got Cookbooks for Mom, History and Sports for 
Dad, a huge selection of Children’s Books for the kids, 
and so much more! With books from 50-80% off the 
original price, you can’t go wrong shopping at Book 
Warehouse for the Holidays! So stop by today, and 
when you mention this ad you can get an additional 
10% off your entire purchase!

Lighthouse Place Suite #1203
Michigan City, IN 46360

(219) 262-5040
michigancity@book-warehouse.com

developed soy 
based, food-safe 
wax is applied. 
This paint is easy 
for even a novice 
to use, and can be 
applied with very 
little prep work 
such as sand-
ing and priming. 
It can be used 
on wood, metal, 
glass, plastic and 
concrete, indoors 
or outdoors and 
it has very little 
odor. All of this 
makes it perfect 
for the armature 
furniture painter.

Chalk Paint 
was popular in 

Europe for many years and was not introduced to 
the United States until four years ago.

The paint now is manufactured and distributed 
in America, and classes are taught by artists spe-
cifi cally trained in the various techniques of paint 
application. The paint is water soluble, food safe 
and can be applied to a large variety of surfaces for 
indoor or outdoor use. It can be applied smooth, tex-
tured, washed, distressed or crackled depending on 
the taste of the furniture refi nisher.

Vicki and Jen are “Stockists,” a British term that 
means they are the sole distributors and teachers of 
the art in the area. Their classes are just plain fun, 
fi lled with colors, textures, laughter, passion, ideas 
and creativity.

Classes are three hours long and demonstrate 
several of the techniques needed to turn out a fi rst-

Jen (left) and Vicki Kerr

rate piece of 
painted furni-
ture on the fi rst 
attempt. Each 
person leaves 
with a piece of 
classic, rustic 
chic art of their 
own creation.

Visit www.
b l a i s d e s i g n .
com or call 
(219) 851-0900  
for more infor-
mation.

Jen Kerr shows 
how the Chalk 
Paint process 
works.

Examples of the Chalk Paint color pallete.
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“On Your Marks” Theater Festival
Festival Players Guild will present its second “On 

Your Marks... A 24-Hour Theatre Festival” at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, at Mainstreet Theatre, 807 
Franklin St., Michigan City.

Borrowing a concept believed to have originated 
at Scotland’s Festival Fringe, the event features 
performances of seven new one-act plays all con-
ceived and written 24 hours before the curtain goes 
up.

On Friday evening, seven playwrights gather at 
Michigan City’s Lakeshore Coffee and Gifts, having  
all night to each compose a 10- to 15-minute one-act 
play that is Christmas-themed and family friendly. 
The scripts must be turned in by no later than 6 
a.m. Saturday. At 8 a.m., directors arrive, with each 
assigned one of the plays, and have one hour to con-
ceptualize a production. At 9 a.m., the actors arrive 
and rehearsal begins. Taking only short breaks for 
lunch and dinner, rehearsal continues all day until 
the shows are presented for an audience.

Call (219) 874-4269 for more information or to re-
serve tickets.

“Snow White & Magnifi cent 7 Dwarfs”
La Porte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St., will pres-

ent a British “panto” twist on a classic tale with  
“Snow White and the Magnifi cent Seven Dwarfs,” 
directed by Doug Campbell and Bonnie Quigley, on 
Dec. 5-7 and 12-14.

Featuring a band, line dancing and a country & 
western setting, the play involves British panto-
mime, a popular form of theater, usually presented 
at Christmas, that incorporates song, dance, slap-
stick, in-jokes, audience participation and mild 
innuendo. Storylines and scripts typically make 
no reference to Christmas and are almost always 
based on traditional children’s stories.

The characters include Snow White (Katy Gart-
land), Sheriff Vince Charming (Bryan Redeagle), 
Widow Blackhart (Mary Kay Steele), Silly Billy the 
Kid (Jack Saunders), Nanny Oakley (Noel Carlson), 
Tornado the horse and a cast of cowboys.

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 5, 6 and 12 
and 2 p.m. Dec. 7, 13 and 14. Tickets are $12. Call 
(219) 362-5113 or visit www.laportelittletheatre-
club.com for reservations.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

13400 Red Arrow Hwy, Harbert
269-469-5687 • www.centeroftheworld.net

The fine art of furniture

Candy Cane Express
Santa’s Candy Cane Express will run Dec. 6-7 and 

13-14 at Hesston Steam Museum, 1201 E. County 
Road 1000 North, La Porte.

Visitors can ride the Candy Cane Express in open 
or enclosed railroad coaches on a 2 1/2-mile railway 
line through the woods and past lakes and farm 
fi elds. Meanwhile, Santa waits for children in a vin-
tage 1900s caboose.

Doc’s Soda Fountain will be open for breakfast at 
8 a.m., with Spire of La Porte also serving meals. 
Children can greet Santa when he arrives at 11:30 
a.m. Santa will remain on the museum grounds to 
meet with children. Trains start running at noon 
and continue through 5 p.m. 

To support the U.S. Marine Corps, visitors can 
bring a new unwrapped toy for the Toys for Tots 
drive and receive a free train ride. Train fare is $5 
for adults, while children 3-12 cost $3. Children 3 
and younger are free.

Visit www.hesston.org or call (219) 778-2783 for 
additional information.
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827-1/2 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 861-0960
www.dparileproperties.com

2 MARINE DRIVE #1
1 Bed / 1 Bath
Renovated condo with boat slip
Easy access to the beach
$161,000
Call MIKE CONNER 312-735-2912

206 ADAHI TRAIL - MICHIANA SHORES
3 bdrm, 2 bath cottage on 7 wooded lots
Stuart Franzen designed gardens
Lovingly maintained & immaculate
Large screened porch
2 car garage
$529,000
Please contact RUDY CONNER 219-898-0708

110 KRUEGER ROAD
3 Beds / 2.5 Baths
Custom built home with higher finishes
Short walk to the beach
$359,000
Call MIKE CONNER (312) 735-2912

230 BEACHWALK LANE - BEACHWALK
4 Beds / 2 Baths
Custom built home on Lake Kai
Close to pool and center of town
$499,000
Call MIKE CONNER 312-735-2912 or
RUDY CONNER 219-898-0708

202 CHILDERS LANE - BEACHWALK
5 Beds / 3 Baths
Great corner location with lots of parking
Wrap around screened porch with loads of space 
for outdoor entertaining $449,000
Call MIKE CONNER 312-735-2912 or
RUDY CONNER 219-898-0708

3811 MICHIANA DRIVE 
DRASTIC price reduction on this classic Michiana 
home. 3 blocks from Lake Michigan- just a 4 minute 
walk to the beach. Huge corner lot with fully 
landscaped grounds and mature trees.
$599,000
Call Mike Conner (312) 735-2912 or
Shannon Schutte (219) 877-4014

NEW PRICE
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$250 Off Extra Large 
Pizza

$200 Off Large Pizza
$150 Off Medium Pizza

$100 Off Small Pizza
Not Good With Any Other Offer

FAMILY SPECIAL
Large 2 Topping Pizza
Dozen Buffalo Wings

Hot - BBQ - Teriyaki

$2450
+ Tax

Not Good With Any Other Offer

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY
DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

LUNCH BUFFET 11 AM-2 PM MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

Sunday Noon- 10 pm • M-Th 11 am-10 pm • F-S 11-12 Midnight

5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

First Friday @ Lubeznik Center
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 

has many events planned as part of Uptown Arts 
District’s monthly First Friday art walk from 5 to 8 
p.m. Dec. 5.

Earl Miller and Sandy Gleim, members of the La 
Porte-based band Trouble Blind, will perform clas-
sic and modern rock/pop, country and originals.  

The Holiday Artisan Market will feature winter 
wearables, fi ne arts and crafts, jewelry and toys.

Planned in the NIPSCO Art Education Studios is 
the opening of “Inspired: Inspire,” a show featuring 
works by Michigan City Area Schools art teachers: 
Holly Beadles, Sue Cleveland, Rita Cochran, Jean 
Everspaugh, Thomas Friend, Karrie Harbart, San-
dra Kedo, Sherry Loving, Lynn Mitchels, Kelly To-
koly-Rothermel, Susanne Vigen and Cheri Whitler.

Also opening is Area Artists Association member 
Stephanie Carnell’s “Captured Dreams,” an exhibit 
of intaglio prints.

Other exhibits at the center include “Comics & 
Code” (Hyndman Gallery) and “It’s Not Just Your 
Sunday Comic Strip” (Brincka/Cross and North-
view galleries).

Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org or call (219) 874-
4900 for more information.

VU Christmas Concerts
Valparaiso University’s Christmas concerts re-

turn with two performances the fi rst weekend in 
December in the Chapel of the Resurrection.

Continuing a 90-year tradition, the concert, “A 
Carol Festival,” features more than 200 student per-
formers in the chorale, men’s and women’s choirs, 
Chamber Concert Band and Symphony Orchestra.

This year’s program includes selections from 
Rimsky-Korakov’s “The Snow Maiden” and Buxte-
hude’s “In Dulci Jubilo,” along with traditional fa-
vorites such as “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6, and 
5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7. Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $10 for seniors and non-VU students. Contact 
the University Box Offi ce at (219) 464-5162 for tick-
ets or more information.

“Gift of Art”
Southern Shore Art Association, 724 Franklin 

St., will present “Gift of Art” — original artworks 
under $200 — in December, with an opening recep-
tion during the Uptown Arts District First Friday 
art walk, which is from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5.

Rhonda Mullen’s “Bridge at Aberdeen.”

SSAA members, all of 
whom will be present dur-
ing the reception, will dis-
play works from tradition-
al to contemporary and in 
all media. The show runs 
through Sunday, Dec. 28.

Also, a special collection 
of artist-designed or embel-
lished holiday ornaments 
will be available for pur-
chase Saturday, Dec. 13. 
Artist members are donat-
ing the ornaments to raise 

funds for the gallery. A demonstration will showcase 
how to turn a Christmas card into an ornament.

Visit www.SouthernShoreArtAssociation.com for 
more information.

Dana Dabagia’s oil piece 
“Pepper and Tomatoes.”
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Where service is still in style.

Kitchen & Bath Cabinets

Visit the designer staffed showroom at

Michigan City Dental, P.C.
4212 E. Michigan Boulevard | Michigan City, IN 46360

Dr. Shane Harmon & Dr. Faye Stokes

Call 219-874-7224
Now offering evening hours & same day emergency appointments.
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Personal Training | Group Fitness Classes

• Boot Camp
• Yoga
• Pilates
• Zumba
• Customized Programs

• Personalized Training 
to Fit Your Goals

• Sport Specific Training
• Functional Training
• Fitness for All Ages

Client, 7 years

HolidayPopsLaPorte.org

La Porte Civic Auditorium
1001 Ridge Street, La Porte, IN

PRESENTS

“One City, One Sound”
Festive music will fi ll the air as more than 1,000 

vocalists and instrumentalists kick off the holiday 
season during Michigan City Area Schools’ “One 
City, One Sound” concert at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
4, in Michigan City High School’s gymnasium, 8466 
Pahs Road.

Admission is free; however, those who attend are 
encouraged to take a canned good/non-perishable 
food item for The Salvation Army. Monetary dona-
tions to The Salvation Army also will be accepted.

This year’s program will feature:
• 463 voices in a chorus of sixth-graders from all 

eight Michigan City elementary schools.
• 207 voices in a chorus of students from Barker 

and Krueger middle schools.
• 117 voices in the Michigan City High School Tre-

ble Chorale and “City Singers.”
• 4 handbell players in the Michigan City High 

School “City Ringers.”
• 163 instrumentalists in a seventh- and eighth-

grade band.
• 102 instrumentalists from the MCHS Cadet, 

Concert and Symphonic Bands.
Each group will perform individually, and the 

opening and closing numbers will involve all bands 
and choruses in “It’s the Holiday Season” and 
“Christmas Finale.” Other numbers will include 
“Themes from the Nutcracker Suite,” “Polar Ex-
press Medley” and “Under Winter Moon.” Music 
teachers from throughout MCAS will lead their 
groups. The combined numbers will be directed by 
MCHS Choral Director Michelle Howisen and Band 
Director Quincy Ford.

The concert will be broadcast live on Channel 
98 educational TV and stream live on the MCAS 
website at EducateMC.net. It also will air live on 
Michigan City radio stations WEFM (95.9 FM) and  
WIMS (AM 1420).

Pahs Road in the area of MCHS will be closed 
to westbound traffi c prior to the concert, from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. All traffi c departing the school will be 
routed east on Pahs to Johnson Road.
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www.MichianaMechanical.com

SERVICE REPAIR

Not valid on prior service or with other offers. Offer good at Michiana Mechanical.

$25 OFF
repairs that are $50.00 or over. 

Excludes Diagnostic Fee.

Is Your Furnace Winter-Ready?

219-874-2454
800-789-2210

With colder temperatures approaching, it 

pays to have your heating system checked 

during the fall before temperatures plunge. 

The last thing you want is to be caught 

unprepared with a furnace that doesn’t 

function properly. A pre-season tune-up 

can help determine the condition of your 

furnace after it’s been idle all summer and 

alert you to any potential repairs.

Offer good through 12/31/2014. Offer excludes hot water or steam boiler systems, Not valid with other offers or on 
prior service. Please present coupon at time of service

 $79 Tune Up with 
FREE Carbon Monoxide Testing

of the air in your home 

A
$149
Value

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available through 

Westchester Public Library:
• Eskimo Kids Night at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 

5, in the Children’s Department at Thomas Li-
brary, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Attendees learn how blubber works to keep Arctic 
animals warm in freezing water, then make an Es-
kimo Kid craft. Local author Ron Brechner will read 
a selection of his new book, “Eskimo Kids: Alone in 
the Arctic.” Books will be available for purchase and 
signing. The program ends with a showing of the 
movie “Alpha and Omega 2: A Howl-iday Adven-
ture.” No registration is necessary.

• “Sail Around the World” during two pro-
grams Saturday, Dec. 6.

The fi rst is for children at 11 a.m. in the Chil-
dren’s Department at Thomas Library. Adults are 
invited to the 2 p.m. program in the Bertha Wood 
meeting room at Thomas Library. No registration 
is necessary.

A mini boat-building competition is before and 
after the children’s program. Participants measure 
how many pennies it takes to sink their boats For 
the adult program, Dave Rearick will discuss how on 
June 14, 2014, he completed a solo circumnavigation 
of the globe in his sailboat, “Bodacious Dream.”

• “Knitting Together at the Museum” from 1 
to 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7, at Westchester Town-
ship History Museum, which is in the Brown 
Mansion, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

The program is free. Those who crochet or do nee-
dlework are welcome.

• Free Sunday Matinee, “The Hundred-Foot 
Journey,” at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7, at the 
Library Service Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave. 

Popcorn will be available. The movie is rated PG.
• “Preparing for the Affordable Care Act” 

with licensed ACA Navigator Maysha Carlson, 
who will lead two drop-in programs, both free, 
in the Thomas Library computer classroom.

“Navigating the Affordable Care Act” is from 6 to 
9 p.m. Monday, Dec. 8, with a repeat program from 
1 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9,

No registration is necessary. There is no need to 
attend all three hours of the session.

• Elves’ Wrapping Paper Workshop from 3 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9, in the Children’s De-
partment at Thomas Library.

Attendees create their own designs for wrap-
ping paper using paint and rollers. Children 7 and 
younger must be accompanied by an adult. Materi-
als will be provided.

• “Knitting an Infi nity Scarf with Your 
Arms” from 3 to 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11, at 
Thomas Library.

Take two skeins of chunky (bulky) super-soft yarn 
of whatever color desired. Registration is required 
by calling (219) 926-7696.
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This time of year makes me think back to my two 
favorite Christmas gifts from 1956 and 1957.

I was a young lad of 6 when my parents gave me a 
gift I still have today: a set of Tonka fi re trucks. My 
father surprised me with these three great trucks: a 
hook and ladder that elevated and extended, an am-
bulance and a pumper truck with a small hydrant 
you hooked up to the hose and actually shot water.  

I played with these toys for quite a few years. I 
even pushed the ambulance down the hill in front of 
our house on Manhattan Street just to see how far 
it could roll. 

There was a fi refi ghter who lived behind our 
house, George Block. He saw me use a magnifying 
glass to set a small pile of leaves on fi re. Why would 
they give me a fi re truck and not let me put out fi res? 
Well, I got into a little trouble for that. At the time, 
no one knew, especially me, that I would become a 
Michigan City fi refi ghter in 1976 and retire in 2013. 
I still have those Tonka trucks in the original box.

The next year, my parent gave me a Lionel train 
set. They purchased some furniture from Polk 
Brothers on Cottage Grove Avenue in Chicago, and 
as an incentive to buy furniture got the Lionel train 
set. It came with a blue and yellow Santa Fe F-3 
diesel engine, Whirlpool box car, a fl at car with a 
pipe load, a gondola with containers, a fl atcar with 
a boat and a caboose.  

My parents spent a lot of time in the basement the 
week before Christmas 1957, and for some odd rea-
son, I was not allowed to take the laundry down to 
the laundry room. Our house had what they called a 
Michigan basement, and the entrance was outside.  
The basement was partly fi nished, and the other 
side had a walled area fi lled with a sand crawlspace 
with an opening for access.

As a curious 7-year-old, I heard my parents talk-
ing downstairs, as well as some pounding, sawing

and other noises coming from the basement. I would 
put my ear to the fl oor and try to fi nd out what 
was going on. I fi nally did. I heard a train running 
around a track, and I pounded on the living room 
fl oor and asked my parents if my train was fi nished 
yet. My father yelled back, “Mind your business. 
There is no train down here.”

Christmas Eve, I was taken downstairs and 
shown the fruits of my father’s labor. There was a 
4-by-8 sheet of plywood, painted green with track, 
switches, even trestles. The Lionel train had Mag-
na-traction and would not fall off the trestles. The 
layout looked great and was so much fun. My father 
was proud of himself, tickled that he made me so 
happy. I still have the train today. It still sparks the 
way it did back then. It has a place of honor in our 
train room.

For those readers my age, you remember going to 
see Santa in his house on Franklin Street. Christ-
mas Eve present opening could not take place until 
Santa arrived at our house. As the typical impatient 
young man on Christmas Eve, I would pace back 
and forth to the front door and look to see if Santa 
was there. My parents told me to sit and relax, that 
he would soon arrive, but I couldn’t.  

Finally, on what seemed like my 1,000th trip to 
the window, I see Santa getting out of a blue 1950 
Studebaker sedan. It occurred to me that the vehi-
cle looked exactly like the one that belonged to Mike 
Pytinia, longtime groundskeeper at Ames Field. I 
asked my parents what Santa was doing driving 
Mr. Pytinia’s car. They told me the reindeer prob-
ably were resting and Santa just borrowed the car.

I was always amazed that Santa knew my name 
and lots of other things about me. Wow! This guy 
knew it all, too. I would sit on his lap, and he would 
ask me if I was a good boy, and I replied that yes, I 
was. My parents nodded in agreement.

Santa had one of the best helpers in Mike Pytinia. 
He spent his Christmas Eves and Christmas Days 
visiting children all over Michigan City. The street 
alongside Ames Field is named in his honor.

After Santa left, we opened our presents: my par-
ents, Joe and Mary, my brothers, Bob, Joe, Mike

What’s Cooking
by Jim LaRocco

What
by

Christmas 1956 — a set of Tonka trucks.

Christmas 1957 — a Lionel train set.
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900 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, MI 

FR•SA•SU•MO Noon-5 (MI) Or By Appt. 269-469-2742
Sale does not include lamp repair, lamp parts & bulbs

SAMPLE 100% KONA COFFEE
TAKE A BAG HOME

Just Arrived, Freshly Roasted, Organic Farm

25% OFF
NEW IN STOCK

LAMPSHADES
Please bring LAMPS to be shaded

NO LAMP - only 10% OFF!

GIVING THANKS 
SALE! (thru December 24th)

10% to 25% OFF STOREWIDE

WEEKLY  GIVEAWAYS
Details in Store

$250 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
GRAND PRIZE

20% OFFNEW LAMPS
including TIFFANY STYLE, 

NITE LIGHTS, 

 FINIALS & FAN PULLS

10% OFFSILVER JEWELRY

GLASSWARE & GIFT ITEMS

VINTAGE LAMPS

Celebrates 25 Years 

with a 

10% OFF
JEWELRY/BARRETTES

CRYSTAL PAPERWEIGHTS
HAWAIIAN PETROGYPH 

ITEMS 
Tee Shirts - Keychains

KANI OF HAWAII POTTERY 
Tiles - Mugs - Vases - Plates

HAWAI'I ISLAND ART & CRAFTS

1 Block North of U.S. 12 on Karwick Road
1 Courts Boulevard

Michigan City, Indiana

CALL 
(219) 879-3366

www.courts-by-long-beach.com

PREFERRED
APARTMENTS

and David, and the lone girl, my sister, Mary Ann.
Every year, I think back to those two great Christ-

mases when I received the Tonka trucks and Lionel 
train. With the passage of time, and of my parents 
as well, I know now it was not easy to raise six kids 
on my father’s salary, but we did alright. We had 
plenty of food, clothes and love to go around.  

I had a great set of parents, and I remain ex-
tremely proud of both of them. In fact, let me relate 
one more story.

My mother liked to bake Christmas cookies. She 
would start the fi rst week in November and line 
some New Era Potato Chip cans with aluminum 
foil, “hide” the cookies in them and store them in the 
attic. The attic stairway was behind a door in our 
dining room. Little did our mother know she was 
not very good at hiding cookies.

My mother offered Christmas guests coffee and 
cookies. She was in for a big surprise when she went 
upstairs to get some cookies. Almost all of the cans 
were empty. You should have heard the shriek.

Maybe you did.
She came fl ying down the steps, yelling at us 

kids, “What happened to the cookies?” We all looked 
at one another, and what could we say? “We have 
no idea,” we replied, trying to cover our behinds. 
My mother should have known she could not hide 
cookies from fi ve growing boys and an “innocent” 
daughter. That was the last time my mother made 
Christmas cookies.

Remember those who are no longer here to cel-
ebrate the season. Take time to share memories of 
Christmases past with your children and grandchil-
dren. Just don’t let them see where you hide the 
cookies.

From my family to yours, Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays.

Until next time, enjoy.
Contact Jim at jim@jimlarocco.com
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Notre Dame Catholic School’s pre-kindergarten class 
celebrated Thanksgiving early with an annual/tradition-
al meal, also known as “The Feast.” 

Pre-K teacher Kate Bobillo and the Blue Birds (older 
Pre-K students) prepared the meal with help from a few 
volunteers. The menu included stuffi ng, potatoes, corn 
bread muffi ns, cranberry relish, pudding, popcorn and 

butter. The best part was the butter, which was made 
right before the meal was served by the “Blue Birds” 
shaking heavy cream.

Three Native American visitors joined “The Feast.” 
The roles were played by the Rev. Keith McClellan, Prin-
cipal Donovan Garletts and Mr. Al. Everyone had a great 
time learning about Thanksgiving.

Story and photos by Maureen Rice
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JROTC Earns Awards at Event
The Michigan City High School Marine Corps 

Junior Reserve Offi cer Training Corps conducted a 
military skills competition Saturday, Nov. 22, at the 
Elston building.

Nine schools from Indiana and Illinois competed 
in military drill, academics, physical fi tness, marks-
manship and personnel inspection. Michigan City 
earned awards in seven of the nine drill categories, 
as well as fi nishing fi rst in marksmanship and third 
in the personnel inspection.

The competition was judged by midshipmen from 
the Purdue University Navy/Marine Corps ROTC 
in West Lafayette, Ind. 

Michigan City earned fi rst-place fi nishes in “A” 
Color Guard and First Year Squad. Those units 
were commanded by Cadet 2nd Lt. Quinton Dixon 
and Cadet Cpl. Pauline Lutton, respectively. The 
Wolves took second in Armed Platoon, commanded 
by Cadet Capt. Alex Wyman, and third places in Un-
armed Platoon, Unarmed Exhibition, Armed Squad 
and Unarmed Squad. Wyman also is captain of the 
Marksmanship Team.

Michigan City will split its team for its next drill 
meets on Dec. 13. The advanced cadets will compete 
at the Purdue University Meet in West Lafayette, 
and fi rst-year cadets will travel to Indianapolis to 
participate in the Pike High School fi rst year meet.   

219-879-8580 ph  
1411 S. Woodland Ave., Ste. B 219-229-3254 cell
Michigan City, IN 46360 anewfocus@hotmail.com

Joseph F. Gazarkiewicz, 
Psy.D.HSPP

Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Jerry Montgomery, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your local resource, providing Mental Health Services 
for Adults, Couples, Adolescents and Children

Presents Violinists
Nic Orbovich and Zofi a Glashauser, 

“Fiddlers Two,” in Concert!
The Michigan City Chamber Music Festival is proud to present 
Zofi a Glashauser’s and Nic Orbovich’s popular violin duo, 
“Fiddlers Two,” as they present a free concert on Saturday, 
December 13, 3:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, 121 
W. 9th St., Michigan City, IN.  They will be joined by pianist 
Jennifer Muniz.

The program will 
include the “Sonata in 
C Minor” by Ludwig 
van Beethoven, the 
“Sonata for Violin 
and Piano” by Cesar 
Franck, plus violin duo 
arrangements of “La 
Folia” by Archaengelo 
Corelli, “Meditation” from “Thais” by Jules Massenet, and 
Nic’s own world premiere arrangement of the exciting “Gypsy 
Czardas,” “Hejre Kati” by Jeno Hubay, plus more!

www.mccmf.org

Michigan City
Chamber Music Festival

“Out of the Box Playfest”
Performances of “Out of the Box Playfest” will be 

presented at 7:30 p.m. EST Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 5 and 6, at The Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 
Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich.

Six plays were selected by a panel of judges from 
32 submitted in a playwriting competition held ear-
lier this year. Each winning playwright receives a 
$50 award. Tickets at the door cost $10 for general 
admission and $8 for students and seniors.

The plays include: “20/20 Hindsight” by Anne 
Brandt and Judi Thompson, Benton Harbor; “There’s 
an App for That” by Gary Cook, Stevensville; “Next 
Door” by Debra Davis, St. Joseph; “Things That Go 
Bump” by Greg Ladewski, Benton Harbor; “Twinkle 
Little Star” by Michael La Tour, Berrien Springs; 
and “A Gift of the Snow-globe” by Sherry C. Miller, 
Coloma.

Cast members, selected at October auditions, 
include Beth DeCoursey, Jerry Sirk, Chase Samu-
elson, Christa Dolejsi, Jim Yates, Kalina Dolejsi, 
Kraig Kirkdorfer, Katrina Harmon, Sherry Saenz, 
Rebecca Maxey, Barbara Simpson, Julie Dokter and 
Cory Wetterlin. Joann Schma McMahon is directing 
the performances. 

Judges Linda LaRocque, Phil Sturdevant and 
Kevin Wurz will score the plays. A “Best Play Over-
all” will be awarded to the winning playwright. A 
special audience choice award will be presented at 
Friday and Saturday performances.

Tickets are $10 for general admission, $8 for 
students and seniors and free for children 12 and 
younger. Prepaid reservations also can be made by 
calling the box offi ce at (269) 983-3688. Visit www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org for more information. 

Chase Samuelson (standing) 
and Kraig Kirkdorfer are 

among the cast members of 
“Out of the Box Playfest.”
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Chamber Member Holiday Party
The Greater La Porte Chamber of Commerce will 

host its Chamber Member Holiday Party from 3 to 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9, in the Chamber Depot, 
803 Washington St., La Porte.

Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served.  
The party is free for Chamber members. Reserva-
tions are encouraged by calling (219) 362-3178.

New Buffalo Library
The Friends of New Buffalo Library will host sev-

eral programs in December through its Community 
Forum at the library, 33 N. Thompson St.

Programs are free and in the Pokagon Commu-
nity Room. The schedule (all times Eastern) is:

• “A Gift List for Gardeners” by Master Gar-
deners Tina Sonderby and Rima Binder from 
noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 3.

Attendees can take lunch.
• The story of Titanic with a Southwest 

Michigan twist at 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6.
Robert Myers, Berrien County Historical Asso-

ciation curator, will focus on the role of Dowagiac 
native Sen. William Alden Smith, who chaired the 
U.S. Senate inquiry into the ship’s disastrous maid-
en voyage.

Also part of Myers’ program is the ship’s passen-
ger list, which included Michigan families bound 
for the area and a Lebanese family immigrating to 
Dowagiac.

• The “Holiday Harmonies” sing-along from 
3 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14.

Words will be provided to accompany The School 
of American Music musicians. Planned are a kids 
percussion segment, karaoke favorites and featured 
performances by local teens. Refreshments are 
planned. 

Call (269) 469-2933, follow the Facebook link at 
www.newbuffalo.michlibrary.org or email new.buf-
falo.FOL@gmail.com for more information.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1-888-327-1010 • 1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN • 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

Giving, gentle effective spinal care for 63 years!
Surprisingly affordable!

Find out what Dr. Bart can do for you!

DR. BART TYRRELL
CHIROPRACTOR

(219) 877-8920 or (269) 469-1932
HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10-1, 4-6

18605 W US 12, #1, New Buffalo, MI 49117

“Sights and Sounds of Christmas”
ArtsBridge will present “Sights and Sounds of 

Christmas” at 5 p.m. EST Sunday, Dec. 7, at First 
Presbyterian Church, 475 Green Ave. on Morton 
Hill in Benton Harbor, Mich.

Lake Effect Winds

The program will feature Lake Effect Winds 
woodwind quintet, pianist/vocalist David Brock, vo-
calists Jolita Burton and Stephen Jones and an art 
show by Morton Montessori Elementary students.  

Dinner will be served 
after the program, with 
$10 suggested dona-
tions benefi tting the 
church building’s reno-
vation fund.

Call (269) 925-7075 
or visit First Presbyte-
rian in Benton Harbor 
on facebook for more 
information.

David Brock
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Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available through 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Holiday Magic Show with Steven Kellogg 

at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6.
The audience-participation show is appropriate 

for families.
• Free Gentle Flow Yoga at 12:15 p.m. Satur-

day, Dec. 6.
Certifi ed yoga instructor Lauralee Sikorski em-

phasizes deep breathing and releasing stress. Wear 
comfortable attire, and come on an empty stomach. 
Take a mat because extras are limited.

• Understanding Your Dreams at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 6.

Learn techniques on how to remember and un-
derstand dreams with experienced dream therapist 
Terese Fabbri.

• Art à la Carte: Fun Foam Gingerbread 
Man at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 10. 

All materials are provided. The craft project is 
appropriate for children 2-8 and accompanied by an 
adult.

• Christmas Angels Among Us at 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 10.

Ange Benz leads the program. Donations to The 
Salvation Army will be accepted.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

Group Photography Exhibit
An opening reception for the group photography 

exhibit “Winter Focus” is from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. EST 
Friday, Dec. 5, at The Inn at Harbor Shores, 800 
Whitwam Drive, St. Joseph, Mich. 

This is the third exhibit for the gallery, which is 
in its inaugural year. The theme is the spirit of win-
ter. The featured artists are: 
• Jan Nelson, who was born and raised in St Jo-

seph. She received her degree in photography 
from the Center for Southwest Photographic 
Studies at Daytona State, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Her work in the exhibit includes close-up botani-
cal features reminiscent of snowfl akes. 

• Richard Hellyer, who lives in Sawyer, Mich. Pri-
marily a commercial photographer, his focus in 
the show is landscape in winter. 

• Robert E. Lee, who lives in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
He describes himself as a photojournalist art pho-
tographer, capturing life in real time.

• Brett Maniscalco, who lives in New Buffalo and 
shoots mostly local scenes in black and white and 
color.   
Contact Susan Wilczak at susan@susanwilczak.

com for more information.

“Your wood floor specialist”

HULTMAN FLOORING, INC.

(219) 926-1966
35 E. Hwy. 20 • Porter

Old world craftsmanship for new world concepts
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL WOOD FLOORING ASSOCIATION

•  Design  •  Installation  •  Refinishing

You Are Invited to Stop By Our
Studio & Browse Through Our Wide
Variety of Wood Flooring Selections

HORIZON
AWNING

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades

Canvas Repairs

Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329
800-513-2940

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs
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Save the Dunes Open House
Save the Dunes will have its annual meeting and 

holiday open house Friday, Dec. 5, at the Save the 
Dunes offi ce, 444 Barker Road.

The meeting is from 4 to 6 p.m., followed by the 
open house from 6 to 9 p.m. The meeting will focus 
on 2014 priorities and successes, goals for 2015 and 
beyond and the voting in of board members. The 
open house will include fi nger food and beverages, 
while the recipient of the 2014 Paul H. Douglas 
Award will be announced.

RSVP to heather@savedunes.org or call (219) 
879-3564, Ext. 121.

“Spirit of Christmas”
Starting Saturday, Dec. 6, Barker Mansion, 631 

Washington St., will open its doors to present “Spir-
it of Christmas,” its annual display of 11 rooms on 
three fl oors decorated for Christmas.

The idea for the theme came from Cecelia Zubler, 
who served as the mansion’s executive director for 
more than 23 years until her passing Nov. 24. 

The decorating process began Nov. 4. Michigan 
City High School National Honor Society members 
helped set up Christmas trees, while employees Ann 
Jankowski and Sarah Moon, together with Mary 
Kintzele’s son, Adam Kintzele, helped with the rest 
of the decorations. 

This year, the mansion has expanded upon its 
decorations in the garden. New Gardener Donna 
Allen has added trees, lights, snowmen, deer and 
a sleigh.

Antique ornaments owned by the Barkers are 
used throughout the mansion, as well as a 110-year-
old Feather Tree in the Drawing Room. Mary Kint-
zele estimates decorating Barker Mansion for 
Christmas began around 1972 with a small display. 
Today, the holiday season is its busiest time. Sev-
eral mannequins also enhance the Christmas deco-
rations throughout the mansion. 

The decorations remain on display at Barker 
Mansion until Jan. 15, a date often celebrated as 
the day the wise men visited the baby Jesus. 

Self-guided holiday tours begin Saturday, Dec. 6, 
and run through Sunday, Dec. 21. Times are noon 
to 3 p.m. weekdays and noon to 4 p.m. weekends. 
From Monday, Dec. 22, to Thursday, Jan. 15, the 
mansion will follow its normal winter schedule of 
guided tours at 10 and 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. week-
days and noon and 2 p.m. weekends. On Satur-
day, Dec. 20, Barker Mansion will stay open until 
8 p.m. for a special Christmas at Night ambience 
with candles. The mansion is closed Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. The cost is $5 
for adults, $2 for ages 3 to 18 and free for children 
3 and younger. 

Call (219) 873-1520 for more information.

Marriage Announcement
Lawrence Alan Zimmer 
(Larry) and Thaddeus 
John Perzanowski (Ted), 
“married” for 28 
years, had their union 
recognized by the State 
of Indiana in a short 
ceremony in their home 
on November 1st, their 
anniversary. Attorney 
and friend, Steven A. 
Hale, appointed a judge 
for the day, offi ciated. A 
small group of friends 
were in attendance and 
helped to celebrate the 
occasion afterwards.

Mr. Zimmer (right) is the owner of NPLH, Inc., a residential design fi rm 
in Chicago and Michigan City and has been in practice for 35 years. He 
graduated from the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana and 
received a Bachelor of Science degree in architectural studies.

Mr. Perzanowski is the owner of talk to ted, inc., an alternative counseling 
and psychotherapy practice in Michigan City and Chicago and has 
been in practice for 36 years. Ted is a member of the Board of Directors 
at Dunebrook, a child abuse prevention agency serving Michigan City, 
La Porte, and surrounding counties.

Originally from Skokie and Chicago, respectively, Larry and Ted moved to 
Michigan City full time in 2003. They met in 1986 at a conference they 
were both attending at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. 

Brendan Heintz
BHeintz122@gmail.com
(219) 814-4187 (offi ce)

(708) 212-8829 cell
        Check us out on Facebook

HEINTZ 
PHOTOGRAPHY

Inquire with us about Christmas photo specials
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“Giggle & Mingle Toy Drive”
Round Barn Winery Distillery & Brewery, 10983 

Hills Road, Baroda, Mich., will have its annual 
“Giggle & Mingle Toy Drive with Santa” from 1 to 4 
p.m. EST Saturday, Dec. 6.

Partnering with the New Buffalo chapter of Toys 
for Tots, Round Barn owners and staff ask that 
guests donate a new, unwrapped toy (or $5 sug-
gested donation for Toys for Tots), which allows a 
child to meet Santa. Adults are encouraged to take 
cameras. Children’s activities include making orna-
ments and decorating holiday cookies. 

For those who can’t attend, Toys for Tots will 
have an additional donation bin at the Round Barn 
Union Pier Tasting Room in December.

For adults, product lines will be available for 
sampling. Visit www.roundbarnwinery.com for ad-
ditional information.

Santa Plans Museum Visit
Santa will arrive to speak with children in his big 

red chair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 
Indiana Ave., La Porte.

Parents should take cameras. Cookies and punch 
will be served in the meeting room. Santa’s chair 
will be near this year’s holiday theme, “Santa’s Spe-
cial Trees.” An entire grove of trees devoted to La 
Porte County history will be on display. Some collec-
tions on the trees include: local campaign buttons, 
antique hair combs and industrial advertising. 

A popular Christmas tradition remains the Giese 
Church in the museum’s lower level. Both it and 
“Santa’s Special Trees” can be viewed through mid-
January.

Call (219) 324-6767 or visit www.laportecounty-
history.org for additional information.

Lunch With the League
Ken Layton will speak at Lunch With the League 

at noon Tuesday, Dec. 9, at Lindo’s Restaurant, 3940 
Franklin St., Michigan City.

Layton has spent 46 years in public service, retir-
ing in 2012. He joined the La Porte County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce in 1968 and was elected twice as sheriff, 
serving from 1987 to 1995. In 1997, he was elected 
La Porte County auditor and served two terms. He 
then was elected to La Porte County treasurer, then 
as commissioner in 2009. Although retired from 
offi ce, he still works as a consultant for La Porte 
County government.  

Reservations are not required for the League of 
Women Voters of La Porte County program. Attend-
ees buy lunch from the menu. Call Sue Webster at 
(219) 874-6809 or visit www.lwvlaporte.org for more 
information.

Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

MCAS Aids Salvation Army
Michigan City Area Schools again will support 

The Salvation Army this holiday season with a dis-
trict-wide drive for nonperishable food items.

The public can drop off canned goods or other 
items for the drive at any school, at the MCAS Ad-
ministration Building, 408 S. Carroll Ave., or at the 
Plant Planning or Transportation offi ces near Ames 
Field and Joy Elementary School, where a “stuff a 
bus” will be parked out front.

Canned goods and donations also will be collected 
at this year’s “One City One Sound” concert at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 4, at Michigan City High School.  

In other efforts, MCHS National Honor Society is 
coordinating the annual “Operation Bookworm,” in-
viting the community to donate new books for chil-
dren and teens at any of the locations mentioned 
here. 

The food drive and Operation Bookworm run 
through Friday, Dec. 12.

Michigan City 
Area Schools 
Superintendent 
Barbara Eason-
Watkins serves 
as chair of this 
year’s Salvation 
Army Christmas 
Campaign.
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Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza”  • Michigan City, IN 46360 • “Open 7 Days”                        

219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax  • email: dunelandhome@gmail.com      

Student/Faculty Exhibit
An opening reception for the 2014 South Bend 

Museum of Art Student/Faculty Exhibit is from 6 to 
9 p.m. EST Friday, Dec. 5, in the Jerome J. Crowley 
Community Gallery.

The show features work created in the museum’s 
studio program within the past year. Open to all 
SBMA students from youth to adult, it includes 100 
works of art featuring a variety of mediums, includ-
ing painting, drawing, ceramics, jewelry and fi bers.

The exhibit runs through Jan. 11. SBMA is located 
in The Century Center, 120 S. St. Joseph St. Email 
info@southbendart.org, call  (574) 235-9102 or visit 
www.southbendart.org for more information.

Festival of Holiday Lights
The 24th annual Festival of Holiday Lights is 

Saturday, Dec. 6, in Washington Park and Michigan 
City Senior Center.

The Festival of Lights Parade is from 3:30 to 4 
p.m. along Parker Parkway. It kicks off in the main 
parking lot promptly and leads marchers, fl oats and 
VIPs past the Senior Center and into Fedder’s Alley. 
Parade applications are available at www.mcsum-
merfest.org or by calling (219) 873-1506.

Horse and wagon rides are from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
front of the Senior Center. The rides are free; how-
ever, monetary and non-perishable food donations  
are requested on behalf of The Salvation Army.

Free hot chocolate and cookies are available from 
4 to 6 p.m., as is “Pictures with Zoo Mascots” where, 
inside the Senior Center, characters will be avail-
able for photos for a small fee.

The offi cial lighting of the Festival of Holiday 
Lights is at 4:30 p.m. Nearly 30 acres of decora-
tions, 40 displays, two miles of extension cords and 
millions of bulbs are on display through early Jan. 
11. Park entrance is free during this time, but dona-
tions are welcome.

Due to the Franklin Street bridge closure, use 
the following detour: Eastbound on U.S. 12, turn 
left onto Center Street (just over the bridge by Blue 
Chip Casino), follow Center Street (which turns 
into Krueger Avenue) to Lake Shore Drive. Turn left 
onto Lake Shore Drive, then turn right into Wash-
ington Park.

Contact the Michigan City Park Department at 
(219) 873-1506 for more information.

418 Franklin Square Hrs: Friday 11-6                                                
Michigan City, IN 46360 Saturday 10-5                                                                                                                                
219-210-3298 Sunday 11-4                                                                                          
shop@darlingmc.com DarlingMC.com        

Healthy Competition for a Cause

La Lumiere School held a food drive to assist Catholic Charities, 
with students fi lling a bus with food. The drive set girls against 

boys to see who collected the most. The girls won, with the boys 
loading the bus. Pictured are (from left): Patrick Smith, Muncie; 

Christian Carlsen, Denmark; Kazuya Homma, Japan; and James 
Ford, Chicago. Students now will collect items for a Christmas gift 

drive for underprivileged children.
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Screen Printing Exhibit
Walnut Ink Projects, 607 Franklin St., will have 

an opening reception for “Screen Play,” a group ex-
hibit exploring screen printing, from 5 to 8 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 5.

The exhibit, unveiled during the Uptown Arts 
District First Friday event, will highlight two- and 
three-dimensional works by Jay Ryan, Dan Mac-
Adam, Nichole Renee Sheaffer, Michael Bill Smith, 
Scott Marvel, Esau McGhee, Landon Perkins, Fa-
therless, Madeline Bartley, Tommy Borst and Chris 
Grohs. It follows along the lines of Ryan’s last solo 
effort at Walnut Ink, “Screened In: Curiosities, Rar-
ities and B-Sides,” with artists incorporating screen 
printing in one form or another into their works. 
Screen printing is a process often associated with 
repetition, large editions, craft or commercial pro-
duction work.

The show runs through Jan. 31. Call (219) 229-
5613 or visit www.walnutinkprojects.com for more 
information.

PNC Enrollment Day
Purdue University-North Central will host En-

rollment Day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 10, for current and prospective students to reg-
ister for 2015 spring, summer and fall semesters.

Students can fi ll out an application, get admit-
ted, take an assessment test (if needed) and receive 
fi nancial-aid information. Offi cial transcripts must 
be submitted to be evaluated for admission. Stu-
dents then meet with an academic advisor to dis-
cuss his/her plan of study and register for courses.   

A sign-in table will be at the north entrance of 
the Technology Building near the lounge adjacent 
to Room 157.

No registration is required, and students will be 
helped on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Family 
members are welcome.

Contact Janice Whisler at jwhisler@pnc.edu or 
(219) 785-5415 for more information.

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.comMORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!

1106 E US Hwy 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com 
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035  
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6, Sat. 9-6 Sunday 12- 4

RECLINING
• Sofas
• Loveseats
• Sectionals
• Recliners
• Home
   Theater   
   Seating
IN DURABLE
FABRIC OR DURA-
BLEND LEATHER

KICK 
BACK!

POWER
OPTION AVAILABLE 
ON SOME MODELS!

Chesterton Art Center Honors Mullin

John Mullin received this year’s Patron Award for 
his years of service to Chesterton Art Center during 
the Sixth Annual Art After Dark Gala on Nov. 7 at 
Sand Creek Country Club.

Mullin has been president of the center for more 
than 20 years. He helps maintain the building, has 
taught many classes over the years, donates his 
signage talent to the Art Fair and fi lls in wherever 
needed. He also is an artist and is featured in a solo 
watercolor exhibit, “Big Sur,” at the center.

The Art After Dark Gala is an annual fundraiser 
for the center held the fi rst Friday in November. All 
money raised assists with the center’s art-education 
programs.

Art After Dark Gala Coordinator Rita Berg honors 
John Mullin as he receives the Patron Award.
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Fernwood Botanical Garden
The following programs are available through 

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 
13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich.:

• “Grown Up Greens” from 6 to 9 p.m. EST  
Friday, Dec. 5.

Create holiday greens while enjoying seasonal 
cocktails, music and a “festive” sweater contest. 
Make one large or two small wreaths as time per-
mits. The cost is $50, or $40 for members.

• Living Ornaments from 1 to 2:30 p.m. EST 
Sunday, Dec. 7.

The cost is $30, or $24 for members. The fee in-
cludes materials to create three ornaments. Regis-
ter by Dec. 5. 

Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

“A Night in Bethlehem”
First Presbyterian Church, 121 W. Ninth St., will 

present “A Night in Bethlehem” from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7.

As part of the program aimed at families, visi-
tors can taste candy, make an old-fashioned pretzel, 
try calligraphy, design a Christmas ornament and 
watch a potter at her wheel.

Call the church at (219) 879-4501 for additional 
information.

Swanson Center Open House
Swanson Center will have an open house from 

2:30 to 6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 3, at its new Michi-
gan City offi ces, 7224 W. County Road 400 North.

The event will include a tour and refreshments.

Women in Leadership Events
Women in Leadership of La Porte County will 

sponsor two events in December.
A “Cookies and Canvas” event is from 1 to 3 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 6, at Portofi no Grill, 3233 N. Indiana 
39, La Porte. Take children or grandchildren to help 
create a holiday painting. There is no age limit, and 
the cost is $30 per child.

A holiday lunch, also at Portofi no, is from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9. The cost is $17 for 
members and $22 for non-members.

Make RSVP at www.women-in-leadership.com/

Thaddeus C. Gallery Celebration
Thaddeus C. Gallery, 822 Lincolnway, La Porte,  

will celebrate its 10 anniversary with “Foot Long,” 
its Fourth Biennial Small Works Exhibit.

An opening reception is from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 5. The show, which runs through Jan. 10, in-
cludes artists Harry Ahn, Lee Bauman, Laura Cut-
ler, Thaddeus C., Dawn Diamantopoulos, Dave Hay, 
Gregg Hertzlieb, Amanda Jozaitis, Deborah Landry, 
Alan Larkin, Valerie Taglieri, Melissa Washburn 
and Fotios Zemenides.

Call (219) 326-8626 or visit www.thaddeusc.com 
for more information.

QUALITY CARPET CARE
 SINCE 2003

WINDOW CLEANING & POWER WASHING
Air Duct Cleaning  • Upholstery Cleaning • Oriental Rug Cleaning

219-608-3145 2501 Oriole Trail, Long Beach, IN 46360

Your

827 Franklin Street
(219) 871-1223

thepickleandturnip.com
JOIN OUR VIP LIST - text to - 36000 -message - T977
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Mobile Health Unit
The Mobile Health Unit of IU Health La Porte 

and Starke hospitals will offer free blood pressure 
and diabetes screenings.

The schedule is:
• 9:30 to 11 a.m. Dec. 8 — Kroger, 55 Pine Lake 

Ave., La Porte.
• 10 to 11:30 a.m. Dec. 9 — Al’s East, 702 E. Lincol-

nway, La Porte.
• 10 to 11:30 a.m. Dec. 11 — Al’s, 3535 Franklin St., 

Michigan City.
• 10 to 11:30 a.m. Dec. 16 — Goodwill, 1509 E. Lin-

colnway, La Porte.
Visit iuhealth.org/laporte/foundation or call (219) 

326-2471 for more information.

Writing Retreat Workshop
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 

will host a Writing Retreat Workshop from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6.

The workshop will use the Amherst Writers and 
Artists method, which encourages creative risks. 
All writing is done during the retreat, with prompts 
provided and positive feedback if the writer chooses 
to share.

The cost is $50, or $45 for LCA members. Partici-
pants need a notebook and pen. Snacks will be pro-
vided. Register online at www.lubeznikcenter.org or 
call (219) 874-4900.

Purdue Extension Open House
A Purdue Extension open house is from 4:30 to 7 

p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 10, at Purdue Extension La 
Porte County Offi ce, 2857 W. Indiana 2, Suite A.

Purdue Extension is celebrating 100 years of the 
signing of the Smith-Lever Act, which offi cially cre-
ated the national Cooperative Extension System.

The open house will feature holiday refresh-
ments, including hors d’oeuvres and a special birth-
day cake. Door prizes, educational displays and 
some Extension history are planned.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

October R.O.S.E. Winner
Laci Hilterbrand, manager of Little Caesars in 

La Porte, was named Visit Michigan City La Porte’s 
October Recognition of Service Excellence winner.

The nominating custom-
er wrote, “She has helped 
us year after year with our 
Farm Bureau sponsored Ag-
riculture In The Classroom 
project, furnishing the pizzas 
we need to serve students at 
Kingsford Heights Elementa-
ry School. She is very profes-
sional in the way she handles 
our requests, and we would 
have great diffi culty in ac-
complishing our goal were it 
not for her assistance.

“She has worked there 14 
years and has managed the 

store for the past 11 years and tells us she takes 
pride in making the experience of her customers en-
joyable. She says she makes sure her employees do 
the same. We are a regular customer, living only 15 
blocks from the store, and we can confi rm her meth-
ods are working very effectively. Every time we go 
in, we are treated in an upbeat friendly manner.”

Hilterbrand  said, “I love this company, and I re-
ally enjoy serving our customers. As manager, I try 
to hire young people with different personalities, 
then watch them become friends as they work to-
gether to become a team.”

Hilterbrand received a framed certifi cate and a 
rose corsage with a $100 bill folded inside. She will 
be invited to the annual R.O.S.E. luncheon in the 
spring, where she will be considered for additional 
awards and be nominated for Indiana’s annual Hoo-
sier Hospitality Award.
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VU Julefest and TubaChristmas
Valparaiso University’s annual Julefest and Tu-

baChristmas is Sunday, Dec. 7, in the Chapel of the 
Resurrection. 

Julefest begins at 1 p.m. and features the Val-
paraiso Community/University Band, which in-
cludes about 100 Northwest Indiana musicians.

TubaChristmas begins at 3:15 p.m. and features 
low brass players from throughout the Midwest. 
Last year, the event involved 68 performers repre-
senting a variety of age groups.

Both events are free and open to the public. 
There is a $10 registration fee to participate in Tu-
baChristmas. Contact Aimee Tomasek at aimee.to-
masek@valpo.edu or (219) 465-7819 for registration 
information.

Live Owl Program
Indiana Dunes State Park will celebrate owls 

with the program “Night Hunters” at 1 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 7.

The program is free after paying the park en-
trance fee of $5 per in-state vehicle or $10 per out-
of-state vehicle. The park is at 1600 N. County Road 
25 East in Chesterton.

Family Day at SBMA
Family Day at South Bend Museum of Art will 

present “Western Wonderland” from noon to 4 p.m. 
EST Sunday, Dec. 7.

Visiting artist Jason Cytacki will help children 
explore the “myth” of the West. Inspired by cur-
rent exhibits, including “Window on the West,” the 
workshop will include cardboard and paper to cre-
ate whimsical dioramas.

SBMA is located in The Century Center, 120 S. 
St. Joseph St. Email info@southbendart.org, call  
(574) 235-9102 or visit www.southbendart.org for 
more information.

VU Annual Tree Lighting
Valparaiso University’s fi fth annual Tree Lighting 

ceremony is from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 4.
Community members can take pictures with 

Santa or with friends in the photo booth, enjoy car-
oling and refreshments and watch as the tree is lit 
at 6 p.m. and fi reworks burst over campus.

The Jingle Jog, a 1-, 2- or 3-mile fun run, is at 5 
p.m. Participants are asked to take a toy or non-
perishable food item as their registration fee, with 
all donations benefi tting local families.

Contact Kristen Knoerzer at (219) 464-6270 or 
kristen.knoerzer@valpo.edu for more information.

Sarett Nature Center
Explore Michigan through a trip to the Holland 

area at 9 a.m. EST Wednesday, Dec. 3, starting at 
Sarett Nature Center, 2300 Benton Center Road, 
Benton Harbor, Mich. 

Dress for short hikes. The trip will include an on-
your-own lunch stop. The cost is $20.

Call (269) 927-4832 to register.

Supporting the Library

Michigan City Exchange Club recently made a donation to Friends of the 
Michigan City Public Library. Friends member Barb Holdcraft (left) and 
Library Public Relations Director Robin Kohn accept the donation from 
Exchange Club members Patrick Dougherty and Ken Kozlowski (rear).
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Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area:
December 4 — “One City, One Sound” concert, 

7 p.m., Michigan City High School’s gymnasium, 
8466 Pahs Road. Admission: Free. Canned good/
non-perishable food item, or monetary donation, for 
The Salvation Army requested.

December 4 — “Better-For-You Baking” semi-
nar, 5 p.m., Purdue University-North Central Li-
brary-Student-Faculty Building, Room 144. Tick-
ets: $15. Available @ door or www.pnc.edu/gel

December 5 — Opening reception, “Gift of Art,” 
5-8 p.m., Southern Shore Art Association, 724 Frank-
lin St. Info: www.SouthernShoreArtAssociation.com

December 5 — Music by Earl Miller & Sandy 
Gleim, 5-8 p.m., Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 
W. Second St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org, (219) 
874-4900.

December 5 — Purdue University-North Cen-
tral Alpha Mu Pi English Club book club discussion, 
“The Help,” 1 p.m., Library-Student Faculty Build-
ing Assembly Hall, Room 02.

December 5 — Opening reception, “Screen Play,” 
5-8 p.m., Walnut Ink Projects, 607 Franklin St. Info: 
(219) 229-5613, www.walnutinkprojects.com

December 5 — Save the Dunes annual meet-
ing/ holiday open house, Save the Dunes offi ce, 444 
Barker Road. Meeting/4-6 p.m., open house/6-9 p.m. 
Reservations: heather@savedunes.org, (219) 879-
3564, Ext. 121.

December 5-7, 12-14 — “Snow White and the 
Magnifi cent Seven Dwarfs,” La Porte Little Theatre, 
218 A St. Times: 7:30 p.m. Dec. 5, 6, 12/2 p.m. Dec. 
7, 13, 14. Tickets: $12. Reservations: (219) 362-5113.

December 5 — Opening reception, 2014 South 
Bend Museum of Art Student/Faculty Exhibit, 6-9 
p.m. EST, SBMA in The Century Center, 120 S. St. 
Joseph St. Info: info@southbendart.org, (574) 235-
9102, www.southbendart.org

December 5-6 — Sixth Annual Madrigal Dinner,  
First United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. 
Times: Seating with fanfare/6 p.m., festivities/6:30 
p.m. Advance tickets: $35/$240 for table of 8. Reser-
vations: (219) 872-7200.

December 5-7, 11-14 — “Anne of Green Gables,” 
Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. Tickets: $12/
dults, $10/Thursday shows & children 12 and young-
er. Times: 7:30 p.m. Thurs.-Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Reser-
vations: (219) 874-4035, www.footlightplayers.org

December 6 — “On Your Marks... A 24-Hour 
Theatre Festival,” 7:30 p.m., Mainstreet Theatre, 
807 Franklin St., Michigan City. Info/tickets: (219) 
874-4269.

December 6 — Holiday Magic Show with Steven 
Kellogg, 2:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

December 6 — The story of Titanic with a 
Southwest Michigan twist, 1 p.m. EST, New Buf-
falo Public Library, 33. N. Thompson St. Info: (269) 
469-2933.

421 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN
www.genins.com

Miki Young
Personal Lines Agent

miki@genins.com
(219) 809-2227

Coverage for your 
most precious assets

AUTO |  HOME |  BUSINESS |  L IFE  |  HEALTH

Getting Closer to Flocking to the new

SWINGBELLY’S

Swingbellys.org
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December 6, 13 and 20 — Taltree Holiday Ex-
press, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Taltree Arboretum & Gar-
dens, 450 W. County Road 100 North, Valparaiso. 
Cost: $15 for child & adult. Info: Taltree.org, (219) 
462-0025.

December 6-7 — Valparaiso University Christ-
mas concerts, Chapel of the Resurrection. Times: 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 6/5 p.m. Dec. 7. Tickets: $15/adults, 
$10/seniors & non-VU students. Reservations: (219) 
464-5162.

December 6-7, 13-14 — Santa’s Candy Cane Ex-
press, noon-5 p.m., Hesston Steam Museum, 1201 
E. County Road 1000 North, La Porte. Train fare: 
$5/adults, $3/children 3-12; free/children 3 and 
younger. Info: www.hesston.org, (219) 778-2783.

December 7 — “A Christmas Carol” with Grant 
Fitch, 6:30 p.m., Footlight Theatre, 1705 Frank-
lin St. Tickets: $10. Reservations: (219) 874-4035, 
www.footlightplayers.org

December 7 — Annual Toys for Tots “Teddy Bear 
Tea” benefi t, 1 p.m. EST, Marina Grand Resort, 600 
W. Water St., New Buffalo, Mich. Cost: $10 with un-
wrapped toy donation. Info: (269) 469-9900. 

December 9 — Lunch With the League, noon, 
Lindo’s Restaurant, 3940 Franklin St., Michigan 
City. Info: (219) 874-6809, www.lwvlaporte.org

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 7-8 p.m., 
Long Beach Old School Community Center, 2501 
Oriole Trail. Info: (219) 716-2690.

Farther Afi eld:
December 4 — George Krasl Memorial Concert, 

Joshua Scheid and Jason Gresl, 7 p.m. EST, Krasl 
Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Cost: 
Free-will offering. Info: www.krasl.org

December 5 — Opening reception, group photog-
raphy exhibit “Winter Focus,” 5:30-7:30 p.m. EST, 
The Inn at Harbor Shores, 800 Whitwam Drive, St. 
Joseph, Mich. Info: susan@susanwilczak.com

December 5-6 — “Out of the Box” Play Fest Per-
formances, 7:30 p.m. EDT, The Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Tickets: $10/
general admission, $8/students and seniors, free/
children 12 and younger. Info/reservations: (269) 
983-3688, info@boxfactoryforthearts.org, www.box-
factoryforthearts.org

December 5-7 — “Winterlude: Café Noel,”  
Elkhart Civic Theatre at Bristol Opera House, 210 
E. Vistula St. Times: 7:30 p.m. EST Dec. 5-6/3 p.m. 
Dec. 7. Tickets: $10/adults, $8/students & seniors 
62 and older. Reservations: www.elkhartcivicthe-
atre.org, (574) 848-4116.

December 6 — The Polish Women’s Alliance 
District 3 Christmas Wigilia Mea, Carmelite Ban-
quet Hall, 1628 Ridge Road, Munster. Doors open 
@ noon, dinner @ 1 p.m. Cost: $35/adults, $17.50/
children 5 to 11. Reservations: (219) 218-4420.

 POSH!POSH!
Upscale Consignment Boutique
 109 N. Barton Street
 New Buffalo, MI 49117
 (Located across from Brewster’s Cafe) 

 269-469-0505

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY, 12-5PM

             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com

Your Good Clothes Deserve POSH!POSH!

Skip the mall and come to POSH! POSH! 
for one-of-a-kind shopping!

Begin your Holiday shopping in 

New Buffalo at POSH!POSH!
Lovely well-priced new and like

new items from furs, all-occasion

clothing, footwear, and accessories

to interesting surprises.

Taking fall/winter consignments: 
please call for appointment.

Come See Us!
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“Like” us on
facebook

www.facebook.com/thebeacher911

The Beacher Weekly 
Newspaper is on facebook, 
where you’ll find:

• Sneak peaks of the latest 
stories.

• Links to new and long-
standing advertisers.

• Updates on The Beacher 
Weekly Newspaper 
and Beacher Business 
Printers.

It’s our way of keeping 
you informed about, and 
entertained by, the people, 
places and businesses in our 
Beacher communities.

On December 4, 1783, George Washington retired 
as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army.
On December 4, 1875, New York’s William “Boss” 
Tweed, the former leader of Tammany Hall, escaped 
from prison while serving a sentence for swindling. 
He was later captured in Spain.
On December 4, 1933, Tobacco Road, a dramatiza-
tion of Erskine Caldwell’s novel, opened on Broadway. 
The play ran for 3,182 consecutive performances.
On December 4, 1965, Gemini 7 was launched 
with Air Force Lt. Col. Frank Borman and Navy 
Cmdr. James Lovell aboard.
On December 4, 1996, the Mars Pathfi nder lifted 
off from Cape Canaveral, Florida, and began its 
310-million mile odyssey to explore the red planet.
On December 5, 1848, the 1849 Gold Rush was 
triggered when President James Polk confi rmed 
that gold had been discovered in California.
On December 5, 1901, Walt Disney, who pioneered 
animated cartoons, was born in Chicago.
On December 5, 1933, at exactly 3:32 Mountain 
Time, national Prohibition came to an end as Utah 
became the 36th state to ratify the 21st Amendment 
to the Constitution. Eight states had voted to re-
main “dry,” but the “Nobel Experiment,” that went 
into effect in 1920, was now a part of history.
On December 5, 2004, Edna Clapper, whose craft 
scrap-book magazine, “Pack-O-Fun,” which she 
started in 1951, and is now the oldest craft maga-
zine in existence, died, in Merritt Island, FL, at 86.
On December 6, 1847, Abraham Lincoln took his 
seat in Congress as a representative from Illinois.
On December 6, 1898, photographer Alfred Eisen-
staedt, whose images for Life magazine helped de-
fi ne American photojournalism, was born in what is 
now Tczew, Poland.
On December 6, 1923, Calvin Coolidge’s address 
to a joint session of Congress marked the fi rst time a 
president’s speech was broadcast over the airways.
On December 6, 1933, liquor stores, bars and res-
taurants in America were jammed as, for the fi rst 
time in 13 years, one could legally get drunk.
On December 6, 1972, Apollo 17, America’s last mis-
sion to the moon, blasted off from Cape Canaveral.
On December 6, 2002, actress Winona Ryder was 
sentenced to community service for stealing more 
than $5,500 worth of merchandise from a Saks Fifth 
Avenue store in Beverly Hills. 
On December 7, 1941, Japanese warplanes at-
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

tacked American and British territories and posses-
sions in the Pacifi c, including the home base of the 
U.S. Pacifi c Fleet at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.
On December 7, 1944, the United States an-
nounced that all six of the Japanese aircraft carri-
ers that took part in the 1941 attack on Pearl Har-
bor had been sunk.
On December 7, 2004, Jerry Scoggins, who war-
bled “The Ballad of Jed Clampett” in the television 
series and motion picture “The Beverly Hillbillies,” 
died, in Los Angeles, at 93.
On December 8, 1925, singer, dancer and actor 
Sammy Davis Jr. was born in New York.
On December 8, 1980, John Lennon, one of the 
original “Beatles,” was shot and killed outside his 
New York apartment building.
On December 8, 2003, Congress approved a bill to 
stem the unwanted junk emails known as “spam.”
On December 9, 1608, English poet John Milton, 
who in 1667 wrote one of the world’s greatest epics, 
Paradise Lost, was born in London.
On December 9, 1793, Noah Webster published 
The American Minerva, New York’s fi rst daily news-
paper.
On December 9, 1854, Charge of the Light Bri-
gade, Alfred Lord Tennyson’s most famous poem, 
was published in England.
On December 9, 1884, Chicago’s Levant Richard-
son received a patent for ball-bearing roller skates.
On December 9, 1907, the fi rst Christmas Seals 
were placed on sale in the post offi ce at Wilmington, 
DE. The proceeds (as they are now) were devoted to 
the campaign against tuberculosis.
On December 9, 1972, Life Magazine, after 
35-years of publishing, announced it was folding.
On December 10, 1520, Martin Luther publicly 
burned the papal edict which demanded that he 
recant or face excommunication from the Roman 
Catholic Church.
On December 10, 1917, in an area outside the 
Nebraska city of Omaha, Father Edward Flanagan 
founded Boys Town.
On December 10, 1931, Jane Addams became the 
fi rst American woman to become (co-recipient) of 
the Nobel Peace Prize.
On December 10, 1948, Chicago’s Meigs Field was 
offi cially opened.
On December 10, 1950, Ralph Bunche became the 
fi rst black American to receive the Nobel Peace Prize.
On December 10, 1965, the Grateful Dead played 
their fi rst concert at Fillmore Auditorium in San 
Francisco.
On December 10, 2003, a divided Supreme Court 
upheld the broadest restrictions on campaign dona-
tions in nearly 30 years.



December 4, 2014Page 38
THE

the Beacher Business Printers

911 Franklin Street

Michigan City, Indiana 46360

219-879-0088 • Fax 219-879-8070

Happy Holidays

Looking for a Holiday Gift Idea?

Give a
Personalized 

2015 Gift Calendar

the Beacher Business Printers

911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, Indiana 46360
219-879-0088 • Fax 219-879-8070

$24.95 plus tax

Bring 13 of your favorite 
photos and 

we’ll create a beautiful
full color calendar 

personalized for you.

Order must be received
no later than December 8

for Christmas delivery
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Shakespeare Company Auditions
Open auditions and interviews for the 2015 Notre 

Dame Shakespeare Professional Co. production of 
“The Winter’s Tale” and Young Company produc-
tion of “Love’s Labor’s Lost” are by appointment 
only from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
Notre Dame’s DeBartolo Center for the Performing 
Arts.

The festival is seeking three male and three fe-
male actors for “The Winter’s Tale,” directed by 
Drew Frascher, and 20 male and female actors and 
technicians 18 and older for “Love’s Labor’s Lost,” 
directed by West Hyler. Special preference is given 
to actors with experience in Shakespeare and musi-
cal instrument profi ciency.

Actors should prepare one classical monologue 
under two minutes in length. Shakespeare is pre-
ferred, but it is more important to have a piece 
those auditioning know well. Actors who sing and/
or play musical instruments should prepare a song 
of not more than 32 bars. No accompaniment or 
instruments will be provided. Email NDSFAudi-
tions@nd.edu or call (574) 631-2636 to arrange an 
audition. 

Technicians and designers should submit a port-
folio and resume to NDSFAuditions@nd.edu. Fol-
low-up interviews will be scheduled to discuss pre-
vious work and objectives.

The Young Company is a paid professional the-
ater training program for college and university 
students and recent graduates, all who train and 
perform alongside internationally renowned profes-
sional actors, directors and designers. The Profes-
sional Company includes actors, artists, directors, 
designers and technicians who create live perfor-
mances at the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center.

Parents Without Partners
Val-Porte-City 193 Parents Without Partners 

will host a Christmas  potluck at 6:30 p.m., then a 
dance from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m., on Saturday, Dec. 6, 
at American Legion Skwiat Post 451, 121 Skwiat 
Legion Ave., Michigan City.

The event is open to the public. Dave of Loco Mo-
tion will provide music. Admission is $8. Proceeds  
are used for activities for the children and grand-
children of members.

Call (269) 489-4062 for more information.

 

                                                               “WE’LL HAVE YOUR SYSTEM UP AND RUNNING  
                                                                           TODAY!  –  NOT TOMORROW!”  

 

La Porte: 219-326-5263 
 Michigan City: 1-855-349-8551 

 

www.landheatingandair.com 
 

(Toll Free) 

HEALTH &  
WELLNESS  
RIGHT IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD! 
We offer personal training and  
group exercise classes including 
Yoga, Pilates,  
and more!  
 

Stop in for a  
visit today! 
 

 

La Porte County Family YMCA 
La Porte Branch Long Beach Branch 
901 Michigan Ave 2501 Oriole Trail  
La Porte, IN 46350 Long Beach, IN 46360 
(219) 325-9622 (219) 879-1395 www.lpymca.org 

912 Franklin, Michigan City           (219) 879-2115

Open Tuesday - Friday 9 to 5, Saturday 10 to 4

framer@sbcglobal.net

a 
y 
r

Shop Local!
Many Area Artists on Display

15% Off Custom Framing if Bringing a New, 
Unwrapped Toy for Local Toy Drive through Christmas

South Shore Posters Not Included

The Framing Station 

First Friday, December 5 • 5-8 p.m.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $7.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $5.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

FRIDAY - NOON - PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net

ALTERATIONS PLUS. Clothing alterations.
516 Wabash St., Michigan City. 219-874-0086.

JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 
is open. Call 219-221-1534.

Dudek Professional Alterations. Men and women’s garments.
We replace most zippers. Over 30 years experience. 

Call 874-4522/(219) 221-3099.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners and lessons

for all ages. Call  219-872-1217.
The holidays can be stressful! Need help decorating your home or 
business, a dog walker so you can shop a little longer? Need your 

home checked through winter months?
Long Beach Cottage Services at (219) 809-8577.

FIREWOOD: SEASONED, DELIVERED, STACKED.
Fall special: $110.  Call (269) 756-3547.

Also, Kennedy coin collection, $200. Call (269) 756-3547.
Sometimers: Do you need help keeping your dunes home clean and 

safe when the cold winds blow? Longtime Beverly Shores resident would 
like to help: looking in on your house, watering your plants, making sure 

all is well. maryannzolis@yahoo.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured

Call us at 219-877-8956 • 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 
Or visit www.visitingangels.com

IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1

JUST LIKE HOME
We provide assisted living in our homes. We are a private home 

w/4 residents to a home. Live-in Care $1,800/mo.
Adult Day Care (10 am-4 pm) at $40/day

For more information, call Sue 219-874-4891.
Caring, knowledgeable caregiver is available full or part time. Call 

Helga after 5 p.m. at (219) 221-3450.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

SUZANNE’S CLEANING
219/326-5578.

 CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
17 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 219-617-
7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

Maid By the Lake. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - e-mail maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837. 
QUALITY CARPET CARE. Since 2003. 

Air Duct Cleaning • Upholstery Cleaning • Oriental Rug Cleaning.
219-608-3145. 2501 Oriole Trail, Long Beach, IN 46360

TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 
Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650. 

HOUSEKEEPER, cleaning, laundry, cooking, run errands, gardening. 
Also, experienced caregiver. References. Call Mary 219-325-9504.

LOOKING FOR NEW HOUSES TO CLEAN.
Experienced. References. Call Halina at 219-448-9102.

IMMACULATE HOMES CLEANING SERVICE. One quick call and the 
to-do list will be done. Call (219) 229-1099.
Light Housekeeping. Two hours weekly.

Call (219) 814-4953
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. 

Excellent references, reasonable rates. Call 269-469-4624.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.

Also: doors, windows, skylights, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs.
Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.

•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 
24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured

Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
BILL SMART – Skilled Handyman • Carpenter • Electrician 

Plumber • Painting and Tile. Call (269) 469-4407
or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com

Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711
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HOME MATTERS INC. 
 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
A-PLUS, INC. 

Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 
We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 

Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 
No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free 

quote. Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803
MICHIANA HOME REPAIR & REMODELING. Interior/Exterior. 

Can do insured. Senior discounts. Free estimates. 219-814-7051.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior •Wallpaper removal. Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 15 yrs. 219-861-7339.
JOSEPH PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Power Washing. Drywall Repairs. 

Wallpaper Removal. Insured/Bonded. Free estimate.
219-879-1121/219-448-0733.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
H & D TREE SERVICE and LANDSCAPING, INC. --

Full service tree and shrub care. Trimming, planting, removal.
Firewood, snowplowing, excavating. -- Call 872-7290.

FREE ESTIMATES
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 
yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling 

Serving your community for over 10 years.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
FALL CLEANUP, GUTTER CLEANING, SNOW REMOVAL,

lawn mowing, mulching, weeding, brush removal and odd jobs.
References available. For details, call ABE at 219-210-0064.

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

SEASONED FIREWOOD & SNOW REMOVAL.
Also property management and handyman services.

Complete landscaping needs.
No job too small. 219-229-4183.

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Snow Removal 
(Commercial/Residential). Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.
SALE of original oil paintings by DOROTHY TRISTAN HANCOCK. 

Call (219) 575-0495 for appointment to view at Fail Road property. Also,
accepting portrait commissions of pets. Wonderful, unusual Christmas 

presents.
Free off-air TV antenna, one-time install fee $99. Call The Antenna 

Man at (219) 778-4036.

WANT TO BUY
Want to buy 2 toy bouncing rocking horses on springs for boys 

ages 3-6. Contact Susan at (219) 861-6188.
REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE INVESTING
INVESTOR WANTED TO DEVELOP PRIME BEACH PROPERTY IN 

MICHIGAN CITY. sunterra@comcast.net, 219-872-4446.

RENTALS INDIANA
LONG BEACH COZY 3/BR HOUSE AT STOP 15 (Across from Beach) 

Summer Rental. Fireplace and Large Deck. No pets. Call 708/370-1745.
GREAT 5BR HOUSE. CLOSE TO BEACH AT STOP 20.

CALL PATTY AT 773-401-2966.

Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
$1,850/wk. Fall/Winter rental avail. for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. 
W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful beach. See VRBO 

#372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
FALL/WINTER RENTAL at Stop 33. 

2 blocks from beach. Charming décor, beautiful surroundings, 4BR, 2BA, 
family room with remote fireplace. Patio, deck, sun porch. A/C, W/D. 

September to June. No pets, no smoking.  $890/mo. + util.  Weekend 
rentals also available. See at VRBO.com #262805. Call 708-784-9866.

SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,
laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,

$600/month, references required, utilities included.
Call (219) 879-2195.

Luxury 2035 SF Townhome avail. for rent. Hardwood flrs., Master Suite 
& laundry on 1st flr. Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances, guest bedroom, 
open loft, fireplace, basement, and 2-car attached garage. $1,800/mo. 
Prefer 3 yr. lease. Inquire about Option to Purchase Credit. Located at 

Beautiful Briar Leaf Golf Course between La Porte and New Buffalo. 
(219) 851-0008.

WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $675/mo., 2BR $775/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.

Sheridan Beach 2 bedroom 1 bath unfurnished apt. with washer/dryer. 
Lake views from living room & shared rooftop deck. $750/mo + 1 mo. 

sec deposit . 1-yr. lease required. One unit avail Oct. 1. Must have refer-
ences, and employment will be verified. No smoking, no pets. 

Call (269) 469-1412.

FOR RENT (1-year lease): 50 Marine Dr #2. Open concept,
bamboo flooring, private balcony, gated access, furnished

 Call JuliAnn Merrion @ Merrion Realty @ 219-221-2367.
Small 2-bedroom apartment in The Pines between U.S. 12/20.
Small deck, C/A, off-street parking. $550 monthly + utilities.

Call Arlene at 219-872-4811

Your Best Stop for Everything to Rent

Equipment & Party Rentals 
for Contractors and 
Do-It-Yourselfers

Also Your Best Source for Propane

628 Longwood Drive • Michigan City, IN 
219.814.4251 

www.grandrentalmc.com

Construction | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Mike Nagy   
NMLS #129104  
C: 219.712.5067 

laportesavingsbank.com
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Gray Mountain by John Grisham 
(hardcover, $28.95 retail in bookstores 
and online)

USA Today calls John Grisham “a le-
gal literary legend.” And with no reserva-
tion from me. His thrillers have amazed 
and entertained readers for years, not to 
mention the ones that became big hits for 
Hollywood. Now, he embraces a new and 
different kind of hero, taking her from 
the wild streets of Manhattan to the wild 
backwoods of the Appalachian moun-
tains — coal country.

But fi rst, we must start at the begin-
ning.

“The horror was in the waiting — the unknown, 
the insomnia, the ulcers. Co-workers ignored each 
other and hid behind locked doors...The partners, 
the big boys, appeared shell-shocked and wanted no 
contact with their underlings. They might soon be 
ordered to slaughter them.”

It was 2008 and 10 days after Lehman Brothers 
went kerplunk. Samantha Kofer was a lawyer at 
Scully & Pershing, the biggest law fi rm in New York 
City. Would she lose her job? The answer came soon-
er than she expected: She and others in the fi rm 
would be put “on furlough,” meaning she would get 
no pay, but retain a health package if she takes an 
internship with a nonprofi t (list to be provided) for 
a year, after which she might or might not be rein-
stated at S&P. What a deal! Right?

Samantha is a city girl, born and bred. She loves 
the streets of Manhattan, but realizes fi nding an-
other job, what with all the other out-of-work law-
yers, is impossible. So, she looks over the list of 
nonprofi ts and starts sending emails. One rejection 
turns to nine, until fi nally the only one left on her 
list is Mountain Legal Aid Clinic in Brady, Va. —
population 2,200. Since she is licensed in New York 
and Virginia, she makes a phone call to manager 
Mattie Wyatt and gets an interview the next day. 

It’s a nice drive through the Virginia countryside, 
that is until red lights come fl ying up behind Sa-
mantha and a big burly guy in a sheriff ’s uniform 
steps out of an unmarked car and says she was 
speeding. The day goes from bad to worse as, be-
sides not being able to spell Prius and demeaning 
her for driving a foreign car, he says he’s taking her 
to jail. 

By this point, the story had my full attention. 
What was going to happen to Samantha?

Suffi ce it to say, she came out of the situation un-
scathed--don’t want to spoil it for you, but the whole 
situation looked pretty dicey for awhile there! She 
makes it to the legal-aid clinic and meets with Mat-

tie. There’s only three lawyers in the of-
fi ce: Mattie, her nephew, Donovan Gray, 
and Annette Brevard. Mattie says she 
doesn’t have time to waste on picking an 
intern, and calls her back the next day of-
fering her the internship. What the heck-
-Samantha fi gures if she doesn’t like it af-
ter several months, she can always leave. 
The following week, Samantha returns to 
Mountain Legal Aid Clinic with absolute-
ly no idea of what’s in store for her.

Having worked in commercial real es-
tate at S&P, and never having entered a 
courtroom, Samantha is ill-prepared for 

the people and cases that enter the legal-aid offi ce. 
Her fi rst-day orientation consists of taking notes as 
Mattie interviews Lady Purvis, whose husband is 
in jail for speeding and unable to pay the $175 fi ne, 
which snowballed due to questionable county tac-
tics, and now he is in big trouble.

Mattie explained: “They are poor people, Saman-
tha, at the bottom of the pile, and down here the laws 
are different.”

And that’s just the sad beginning of cases of drug 
abuse, spousal abuse, all the way to black lung dis-
ease and fi ghting the coal companies. Donovan has 
his own law offi ce and just helps out Mattie when 
she needs him. His targets are the big coal compa-
nies that have been strip mining the surrounding 
mountains, leaving devastation, muck and bad wa-
ter in its wake, not to mention the dreaded black 
lung disease that miners have suffered for decades.

As Samantha gets more involved with various 
families and their problems, helps them fi nd hous-
ing and jobs, even goes to their funerals, she real-
izes she just can’t up and leave Mattie. When she 
fi les her fi rst lawsuit, she feels a sense of satisfac-
tion as a lawyer she never felt before. However, as 
Donovan unintentionally drags her into his biggest 
fi ght of all, Samantha fi nds herself followed, threat-
ened and scared.

Grisham takes the reader all around the Appa-
lachian areas of Virginia, West Virginia and Ken-
tucky, describing the land with an understanding of 
its importance and its misuse by the big coal compa-
nies. It’s an exciting read, but more importantly, it’s 
a human nature story — the good, the bad and the 
ugly are exposed in a scenario you won’t soon forget.

Christian Science Monitor wrote: “John Grisham 
makes a powerful closing argument against Big 
Coal, but the message never obscures a satisfying, 
old-fashioned, good guy-bad guy legal thriller.”

You’ll never be disappointed by a John Grisham 
story.

Till next time, happy reading!
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Shirl Bacztub, GRI  219/874-5642
Judi Donaldson, GRI  219/879-1411
Jamie Follmer 219/851-2164

Jordan Gallas  219/861-3659 
Susan Kelley, CRS  312/622-7445
Tina Kelly* 219/873-3680

Karen Kmiecik-Pavy, GRI  219/210-0494
Daiva Mockaitis, GRI  219/670-0982
Barb Pinks 219/325-0006

Pat Tym*, ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES  219/210-0324

*Licensed in Indiana and Michigan

Micky Gallas
ABR, CRB, CRS, e-PRO, 

GRI, SRES
Cell 219/861-6012

123 
CRS 

T

Micky Gallas Properties
(219) 874-7070

1-800-680-9682

www.MickyGallasProperties.com

Us On

Holiday Cheer Starts Here

3501 Iroquois Trail • Duneland Beach
$799,000

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. Fireplace, hardwood floors, stainless 
steel appliances. French doors off kitchen lead to an amazing 
all season room. Master suite with vaulted ceiling, garden tub & 
huge walk-in closet. Two additional bedrooms connected by Jack 
& Jill bath. Spacious daylight lower level with family room, bath 
& lots of storage. Music system in living spaces & outdoor patio, 
tandem 3-car garage, in-ground sprinklers & security system.

2742 Floral Trail • Long Beach
$675,000

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Beautiful hardwood floors on main & upper 
levels. New tile floor in kitchen/breakfast room. Living/dining 
room with fireplace & picture windows overlooking in-ground pool. 
Lower level family room has new carpet & office that could be used 
as 5th bedroom. Pool & tennis courts surrounded by lovely gardens 
offer complete privacy. Screened porch, new roof ’09 & new a/c ‘11. 
Extra lots could be two building sites if desired.

615 Colfax Avenue • Sheridan Beach
$795,000

Incredible opportunity - Lakefront home with its own gated 
entry to access the beach! Home has option to close off & make 
two units with separate entrances or open to access complete 
home. Two fireplaces, steam shower on main floor as well as full 
steam room in lower level. Four bedrooms plus sleeping porch to 
accommodate a crowd. Large rear deck to enjoy beautiful views. 
The special bonus is, this home has lots of PRIVATE PARKING!

2302 Larchmont • Long Beach
$379,000

2 bedrooms plus loft, 2 baths. New items include furnace, A/C, 
roof, windows, flooring, cabinets, bath & paint inside/outside. 
Tree top deck off of master bedroom. Stone & brick driveway, 
minimal yard maintenance, golf cart parking & garage. 
Multi-location advantage - close to beach, country club pool, 
park, tennis courts & community center. Enjoy the unique 
open style of this move in ready, one of a kind lake getaway.
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