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Iron Man
At 56, Kenny “The Hammer” Larson Remains Unstoppable

by Kevin Scott

The human body was never 
designed for the sedentary life-
style most Americans live to-
day. However, we also control 
our own destiny. 

Ken “The Hammer” Larson, 
owner of Hammer’s Restau-
rant, rebels against the sed-
entary lifestyle to the Nth De-
gree.

“Go, go, go. That’s my motto,” 
he says. “Every day, get up, go 
to work, cook, get off, work out 
for a couple hours. Get some-
thing to eat, in bed by 8:30. 
Boring as all hell, but it’s the 
way I live my life.”

A triumphant Kenny Larson in Austria.
Continued on Page 2
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Don’t let Larson’s quick description of his day fool 
you. He doesn’t just rebel against idle lifestyles by 
taking the stairs instead of the elevator, or taking a 
few extra steps into work by parking further away 
in the parking lot. No, he trains day in, day out. 
Hard. Preparing for events most people couldn’t 
fathom.

Relationships have a unique starting point, 
whether it be with a person or event. About fi ve 
years ago, Larson was introduced to the Ironman 
competitions, a series of long-distance triathlons. 
He recently completed his latest one. Full Ironman 
competitions consist of a 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile 
bicycle ride and a full marathon —  yes, 26.2 miles. 
The events are raced in that order, without a break.

Take a minute to digest all that.
Catch your breath? OK. Larson is one of those 

wickedly motivated and dedicated individuals who 
fi nds joy, pain, success, happiness and most of all 
a good challenge in pushing the envelope. Six-time 
Ironman World Champion Mark Allen says, “Rac-
ing is pain, and that’s why you do it, to challenge 
yourself, and the limits of your physical and mental 
barriers. You don’t experience that in an armchair 
watching television.” 

Iron Man Continued from Page 1

Kenny Larson at 23, having won the Indiana Golden Glove Title and 
being named Outstanding Fighter of the entire tournament.

Rewind the track, for a moment, to Larson’s 
youth. He was an athlete and wrestler at Purdue 
University. However, it became boring for him, so 
he took up boxing.

“I started when I was 
21, very late,” he said. “I 
got my butt beat for the 
fi rst two years traveling 
around the country with 
my teammate.”

But during that time, 
Larson soaked up enough 
knowledge and practice 
that within two years, he 
won the Indiana Golden 
Glove Title and was named 
Outstanding Fighter of the 
entire tournament.

“I just got better and 
better as time went on and 
turned pro and had a real 
good career,” Larson said. 

Picking up any skill, let 
alone boxing, at 21 and 
taking it to the level that 
Larson did is impressive.

Fast forward to being 
introduced to the Ironman 
competitions, and you can 
guess the sponge that is 
“The Hammer” picked 
things up quickly. 

“I never even knew about the Ironman. I wanted 
to get back into running. I always ran for boxing, 
but never an actual race with other people,” he said. 
“So I got into 5Ks, 10Ks and someone mentioned 
an upcoming triathlon. I was like, ‘what’s that?’ 
They were like, ‘Oh you swim, bike and run,’ and I 
thought it sounded pretty interesting.”

So, he set his sights on a couple sprint triathlons, 
then moved his way up to Olympic triathlons, then 
the following year did a Half Ironman.

“I thought it was the coolest thing,” Larson said 
of the Half-Ironman. “So I was like, well, now it’s 
time for a Full Ironman.”

One thing led to another, and another, and he 
completed the full Ironman. Five years later, Lar-
son is knocking out Full Ironmans and Half Iron-
mans like a seasoned veteran. 

Kenny “The Hammer” Larson, 
victorious in the boxing ring at 

age 25.
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“I am actually ranked eighth in the United States 
under All World athlete for Ironman events, and 
34th in the world in my age group,” Hammer says 
with the utmost humility. “(I am) fi nally getting 
where I need to be, but it takes a long, time. I am in 
the age 55-59 age group and am 56 years old. There 
are some unbelievably fast guys out there that can 
still run a six-minute mile AFTER everything else. 
It is phenomenal how these guys are.” 

To give you a little background on the Ironman 
competitions, they date back to 1978 when, at the 
Waikiki Swim Club awards banquet in Hawaii, a 
Naval offi cer and his wife began entertaining the 
idea of combining the three toughest endurance rac-
es into one big event. They wanted to see who the 
toughest athletes were between swimmers, bikers  
and runners. So, on Feb. 18, 1978, 15 competitors 
took on the fi rst Ironman Challenge on the shores 
of Waikiki beach. 

Kenny Larson amid the running portion of the event.

Continued on Page 4

As you can imagine, preparing for an event that 
lasts hours upon hours takes training that is struc-
tured, focused and intense.

“Early in the season, you are just getting ready. 
If you do a Full Ironman in July, January and Feb-
ruary, you are building up. Five to six days a week, 
you are swimming, biking and running. Maybe two 
one day, switch the next day to another two,” Larson 
said. “If the course is hilly, you’ll work out on hilly 
conditions. If it’s fl at where you are just going all 
out, that changes it, too”  

Training can consist of 80- to 100-mile bike rides 
on weekdays and weekends. Now, some consider it 
diffi cult to fi nd the time for 30 minutes of exercise 
daily, let alone hours in a day while still owning a 
successful restaurant. So how does one fi nd the time?

219-874-2454
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“You hope and pray that the business runs itself, 
which it never does,” Larson said. “But just keeping 
an eye on everything helps, which is why I am here 
every single day. Then, I have great people that 
keep an eye on it. Bartenders, waitresses, they all 
are here to work and take care of everyone.

Iron Man Continued from Page 3

“Anyone can buy a restaurant. Anyone can run a 
restaurant, some good, some maybe better. But to 
have a restaurant and to keep it running day in and 
day out, year after year, that is the challenge.” 

Hammer’s has been open at its Johnson Road/
U.S. 20 location for 14 years, but Larson is no 
stranger to the restaurant business. His dad, Roger, 
started a chain of chow-main stores called “Roger’s 
Chow-Mein.” This was Larson’s fi rst taste in the 
restaurant business. Later, when his family moved 
from Minnesota to Beverly Shores, they took over 
Red Lantern Inn. Working in every position at the 
restaurant and knowing the place inside and out, 
Larson found his calling. 

After Purdue, Larson and his brother took over 
Red Lantern Inn. Balancing that with being a pro 
boxer, his days were split between traveling to Chi-
cago or Gary to train in the mornings, then coming 
back to work at the restaurant at night. 

As Larson said, his life is “go, go, go.” So, nowa-
days, after getting his feet wet — literally — in the 
Half and Full Ironmans, Larson qualifi ed for the 
Half Ironman World Championships in Austria.

“After every race at the award ceremony, there 
are only so many spots allowed (to qualify) per age 
group,” he said. “My age group is usually only 1, so 
very hard to qualify. I have gotten fourth or fi fth, 
but to win, it’s very hard.”

There are, however, what are called “roll downs” 

to qualify. That means if someone at a race already 
has qualifi ed for the World Championships, and 
someone is next in line, that person can earn entry. 

This is how Larson punched his ticket to the Aug. 
30 Ironman at Zell am See-Kaprun, Austria, de-
scribed by Larson as “God’s Country.”

“The most spectacular race I’ve ever been in,” he 
said. “They had helicopters, cameras — it was top 

notch. The top guys and girls in the world 
were there, and it was so well-organized. 
The beauty of the lake. It was spectacular.”

The bike course was the toughest he’s 
done, which consisted of a seven-mile hill 
climb at almost a 20 percent grade, which 
is steep. Several of the racers had to hop 
off their bikes to walk up the hill due to the 
grade. Larson said he thought about it, but 
powered through it, making it to the top 
of the hill and pressing on. Only being one 
month out from his last Full Ironman, he 
said his legs were toast. 

“The run was beautiful and went around 
the lake we swam in (Lake Zell). They said 
the water was so clear and clean that you 
could drink right out of it,” Larson said. “I 
was very grateful to be there. It was like the 
Chicago Marathon. Thousands of spectators 
that were yelling and screaming for you.” 

There were around 2,500 racers in Aus-
tria for the World Championships. Hammer 
had around 100 in his age group. Not all 

fi nished. With the diffi culty of the course, he was 
happy to be one of those who did fi nish. His fi nal 
overall time: 6 hours, 11 minutes, 49 seconds.

Kenny Larson poses in Hammer’s, his restaurant that, for the past 14 years, 
has been located at U.S. 20 and Johnson Road.

Kenny Larson poses with one of the locals in Salzburg.
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For some people, this may be the end game. Qual-
ifying and fi nishing would be enough, right? Wrong. 
Larson is always looking to the future and planning 
the future. Since talking with him, he already fi n-
ished the Half Ironman in Austin, Texas, on Nov. 
8.  His “bucket list” includes the Isklar Norseman 
Xtreme Triathlon and Xterra Off-Road Triathlon.

“Now, I am working out again, but doing moun-
tain biking, doing different things. I will ski once 
we have the snow. Then, April is go time. April is 
a race in Oceanside, Calif., a tough course, then a 
month afterwards is a race in St. George, Utah, the 
toughest half there is,” Larson said. “Then, a Full 
Ironman in Louisville with a bunch of buddies from 
around here. I still want to qualify for the World 
(Championship) next year in Australia.” 

Larson’s advice for those looking to get healthier 
or more active, or considering trying an Ironman, is 
optimism.

“Anybody can do an Ironman. It’s just a matter 
of starting off with the sprints, then the Olympics, 
then the Half Ironman, then the Full Ironman,” he 
said. “The farther up you go, the longer the course 
gets, the slower you go. Anybody can do it, it just 
takes a lot of training. For a full, you are training 
for nine months before the race. Anybody can do it, 
but it always helps to have a coach.” 

Positive words from a true role model. Kenny Larson after the race, fi sts raised as always.
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Holt’s words were brought to life 
this special evening by a brilliant 
performance from actor Steven 
Becker, who in Holt’s words “has 
for four years never failed to make 
my meager prose sing.”

Veterans were invited to share 
the evening with their families, 
and were recognized as the house 
lights went down and the evening 
began. A packed house crowded 
Blue Chip Casino’s large assembly 
hall and sat in silent contempla-
tion as Becker, dressed in battle fa-
tigues, stepped onto the stage and 
drew everyone into this personal 
narrative. His tale was wrapped 
in the stories of the soldiers Pyle 
met in battle.

The audience sat in rapt si-
lence as Becker, who transformed 

himself into Pyle, described the landing at Omaha 
beach. All sat collectively 
holding their breath while 
the landing craft, tossed in 
a sea of chaos, fi lled with 
fragile souls about to commit 
themselves to the unknown, 
stormed a beachhead bris-
tling with danger. Into the 
mouths of cannon they ran. 
They “saw the worst that the 
world could offer, and then 
carried on.”

The evening, while a cele-
bration of Pyle and his work, 
was more importantly a relating of the tale of the 
American soldier, a more than epic story and sober-
ing reminder of the price of war, its victims and  the 
calamity it brings.

Becker convincingly portrayed Pyle and con-
cluded his story by looking the audience in the eyes 
and quietly musing that, “Being with the American 
soldier in Europe was the richest experience of my 
life,” thus concluding the 2015 season of Sinai Fo-
rum, itself a medium of shared ideas and stories.

Forum Season Closes With Stunning One-Man Play about Ernie Pyle
by William Halliar

To tell the story of a man’s life, 
painting scenes of that experi-
ence and conveying emotions with 
the written word, is the craft of a 
wordsmith, a task born of the love 
of humankind and a passion for 
storytelling.

Ernie Pyle, World War II cor-
respondent and Pulitzer Prize-
winning writer, believed every 
man and woman had a story that 
should be recorded and offered 
to the world on the written page, 
passed down to a posterity crafting 
lives of their own.

The 62nd season of the Purdue 
University-North Central Sinai 
Forum came to a close Dec. 6 with 
an hour-long one-man play about 
Pyle. The tale, woven of biographi-
cal facts and Pyle’s own words, 
was penned by Professor Jerry Holt, chair of PNC’s 
department of English and Modern Language. His 
work is described as a celebration of the life of a 

reporter.
Holt, who obviously spent 

many hours in Pyle’s boots, 
so to speak, reading his cor-
respondence and studying 
the words of his biographers, 
says of the man who bravely 
followed America’s G.I.’s into 
battle that “he often wrote 
his articles under enemy 
fi re.” Pyle created his stories 
in brilliant prose, often under 
horrible conditions, meeting 
deadlines to send the tales 
of brave men home to their 
families in far off America.

“The simplicity of telling 
a good story; that is the magic,” Pyle said, and he 
spent the war years listening to American soldiers 
and relating their stories to the folks back home so 
hungry to hear news of the front and the progress 
of the war.

Ernie Pyle.

Purdue University-North Cen-
tral Professor Jerry Holt based 
his play on biographical facts 
and Ernie Pyle’s own words.

Actor Steven Becker brilliantly 
brought Ernie to life.
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Singing Pines Home Tour to Benefi t Homeless Services
Editor’s note — The following article was submitted by Matthew Kubik.

When Dorothy 
O’Horo fi nished her 
sprawling Crafts-
man-style dream 
home in 1925, she 
named it “Sing-
ing Pines” after the 
many white pine 
trees surrounding 
the house.

The home at 1200 
Springland Ave. re-
mains one of Michi-
gan City’s unique 
architectural expres-
sions and largest estate house property, according 
to Sandy Rubenstein, managing broker with Long 
Beach Realty. The distinct red roof shapes, turrets 
and bay windows can be glimpsed through the trees 
along the north side of Springland Avenue as the 
property stretches from Liberty Trail to Pottawat-
tomie Park.

For the curious and lovers of architecture, the 
home will be open for tours from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 20, with donations accepted to benefi t Michi-
gan City’s service organizations for the homeless.

Citizens Concerned for the Homeless Inc. is cel-
ebrating 25 years of service through its three pro-
grams: Sand Castle Shelter for Homeless Families, 
Grace Learning Center and the Keys to Hope Com-
munity Resource Center. The event is sponsored by 
Long Beach Realty and StudioRoma Design/Build.

O’Horo and her husband were executives with 
Excelsior Bicycle Co. that moved its manufacturing 
operation from Chicago to Michigan City in 1916. 
In 1925, O’Horo was recently widowed when she 
chose the nearly 4 acre undeveloped wooded site on 
the eastern outskirts of Michigan City to build her 
Craftsman-style house. The property was once part 
of the 600-acre farm owned by Michigan City’s May-
or Martin Krueger. Her new estate was adjacent to 

Memorial Park that 
had been donated to 
the city by the mayor 
after World War I. 
It also was conve-
niently located near 
the Carroll Avenue 
South Shore train 
stop for business 
trips to Chicago.

The house style’s 
name came from 
the popular maga-
zine, The Craftsman, 
founded in 1901 by 

philosopher, designer, furniture maker and editor 
Gustav Stickley. American Craftsman artists and 
architects were considered part of the international 
Arts and Crafts movement. This included Swedish 
artist Carl Larsson, whose paintings of his home 
and family life served as an inspiration for Stick-
ley’s designs. The Arts and Crafts movement valued 
the expression of the craftsman’s work in furniture, 
pottery design, metalwork and needlework, and us-
ing natural materials.

The interior and landscape of Singing Pines close-
ly replicate illustrations found in the magazine and 
the spirit of Larrson’s paintings. Prints of Stickley’s 
and Larsson’s work will be on display during the 
open house.

A Craftsman house is unique, often architect-de-
signed and artisan-constructed, using the natural 
materials and fl ow demanded by the site and envi-
ronment in which it is built.

If there was an architect, he is unknown, but the 
two-story core of Singing Pines is a typical Crafts-
man bungalow with a broad overhanging eave and 
porch typical to houses found in Stickley’s maga-
zine. Unique to the house are the spreading wings 
with varied roof lines and shapes, including both 
gable and hip forms. There even is a Frank Lloyd 

The exterior of the “Singing Pines” home.
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Wright-inspired low-pitched 
roof over one bedroom. An oc-
tagon tower lit by clerestory 
windows connects several 
other rooms. The crooked 
fl oorplan follows the ridge of 
the ravine that overlooks the 
springs and rivulets that feed 
nearby Trail Creek. Views of 
the surrounding woodlands 
can be seen from every win-
dow. The philosophy of the 
craftsman lifestyle demand-
ed an open fl oorplan with 
visible connections between rooms so that all the 
activities of family life could be shared. Central to 
the home was a large fi replace around which family 
gatherings could take place.

Another common design development arising 
from lifestyle changes of the times was the built-in 
“breakfast nook” in the kitchen. The nook at Singing 
Pines is a polygonal-shaped space surrounded by 
glass doors. The Victorian kitchen was the domain 
of servants and separated from the family view and 
daily routine. The housewife of the Craftsman era 
prepared the family meals, and the kitchen was 
now the heart of the family’s daily life. The break-
fast nook provided a place for the family to gather 
at any time of the day or evening, particularly while 

food was being prepared.
Singing Pines’ original 

landscape design also em-
bodied the Craftsman ideal. 
The columned pergola is long 
gone, but the fi sh pond still 
exists. Below the house at 
the bottom of the ravine, a 
dam trapped the water fl ow-
ing from the natural springs 
to create a pond. The rem-
nants of the dam can still be 
seen. A stone and concrete 
stair leading from the top of 

the hill to the pond matches an illustration found in 
The Craftsman.

O’Horo’s love of her house is evident in the an-
nual Christmas cards she sent that pictured her 
Craftsman style home. Passed on from one owner 
to the next, they also will be on display during the 
open house.

O’Horo enjoyed living  at Singing Pines for about 
10 years but, by the mid-1930s, the house had to be 
sold. The story has a happy ending, though. Part of 
the sales agreement with the new owners included 
a unique provision. Dorothy O’Horo was allowed to 
come back to visit her beloved home in Michigan 
City on weekends as long as she lived — an arrange-
ment that continued successfully for many years.

An image that appeared in a 1909 Stickley Craftsman Homes catalog.
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Supporting Radio Harbor Country
Martha Cares and Fritz Olsen hosted their annual Radio Harbor Country benefi t Dec. 5 at their gallery, 
Fritz Olsen Fine Art Gallery, 6914 Holloway Drive, Sawyer, Mich. About 90 people attended the event 

that included a performance by Gail Isaacson of her “Daddy Jazz” essay,  live jazz, a wine reception and 
hors d’oeuvres. While the fi nal amount is still being tallied, Cares says the benefi t has raised more than 

$1,000 so far for Radio Harbor Country.
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For Paul Zona, Life as Santa is Pure Magic
by Kayla Weiss

For the past 33 
years, Paul Zona, bet-
ter known as “Santa 
Paul,” has dedicated 
his life to the spirit of 
old St. Nick.

For 18 of those 
years, he portrayed 
Santa at Marquette 
Mall before moving on 
to his current project: 
Santa’s Workshop on 
County Road 300 West 
in Michigan City. 

Prior to Marquette 
Mall, Zona was the 
featured Santa at 
Lighthouse Place-Prime Outlets for nine years. 
When an outlet mall employee he’d worked closely 
with took up a new position at Marquette Mall, she 
called him up, asking if he was interested in the 
Santa position at Marquette Mall.

He couldn’t pass it up.  
“When I started working as Santa at the Mar-

quette Mall, I was tickled pink,” Zona said. “The peo-
ple were just such a joy to work with and just made 
my time there comfortable. It was a great, warm 
place to be! And the kids...I got to see thousands of 
them every year, and that was the best place for me 
to be to see all of these kids year in and year out.”

Two years ago, however, Zona felt it was time to 
move on, which is when he and his wife decided to 
open up Santa’s Workshop all year round. 

“I just want to make a place where people who 
love Christmas can come and enjoy everything that 
I have collected, and continue to collect,” he said. 

“It’s not just for the 
young children. It’s 
for all the children – 
everyone who enjoys 
the spirit the way a 
child does – the way I 
do. It’s a magical thing 
to see everyone’s face 
light up.”

In their free time, 
Zona and his wife at-
tend Santa Claus 
conventions around 
the country, and col-
lect all things Santa 
Claus and the spirit of 
Christmas. At conven-

tions, he stresses the importance of taking special 
care of all the children who come to see them, mak-
ing each and every one feel special.

“Over the years, I’ve found that some people like 
to pretend they take special care of the children, 
and some truly believe they do,” Zona said, “but one 
thing many of them don’t understand is that the 
children need you more than anything.” 

Over the years, Zona has collected many things 
for display. He has two antique curio boxes, one of 
which was used in the infamous scene in “The Blues 
Brothers” where a curio box is destroyed at Ford 
City Mall. It’s now rebuilt and proudly displayed 
in the workshop, along with an antique miniature 
sleigh driven by Rudolph and the Bumble. He also 
collects handmade Santa belts for his costumes. 
Currently, though, he is on the lookout for an au-
thentic English Santa suit, which traditionally is 
green as opposed to red. 

“Santa Paul” visits with young children earlier this month at Pioneer Land.
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When he’s not at the workshop or Santa conven-
tions, Zona spends some time as Santa at Pioneer 
Land at La Porte County Fairgrounds. 

“I actually worked at Pioneer Land a couple of 
weekends ago, and it was so wonderful to go there 
and see all of these people,” he said. “I found out 
that many of them had actually been looking for me, 
because they didn’t know where to fi nd me now that 
there’s no Santa at Marquette Mall, and the pure 
joy on their faces when they saw me was incred-
ible.”

There are many times when 
Zona sees small children who 
turn out to be the children 
of those who used to see him 
when they were little, so he 
gets to see generations as they 
grow and introduce new gen-
erations to him. Many times, 
his work as Santa bleeds over 
into his everyday life. 

“I will never forget one time 
my wife and I were out to din-
ner and we happened to know 
our waitress, and she asked 
me for a favor. Apparently, 
her daughter had become sick 
and dehydrated to the point that she ended up in 
the hospital and the doctors said that she wouldn’t 
be able to go home for Christmas. So, our waitress 
asked if there was any way that I could go to the 
hospital to see her daughter. How could I say no?

“So, I called up the hospital and asked if it was 
OK if I came in to see all the children in the pe-
diatric ward,” he continued. “There were only four, 
but still. The staff gave me permission and I visited 
every one of them, and on Christmas Eve, I got a 
call from the head nurse in the pediatric ward. She 
had called me to thank me, and to tell me that they 
had to shut down the pediatric ward for Christmas 
because there were no children there. Everyone had 
made full recoveries and were able to go home for 
Christmas. It was just such an incredible feeling.

“Some people call it a job, but I can’t really do 
that, because I love it so much that it never feels 
like I’m working,” he said. “I just couldn’t imagine 
my life without being Santa.” 

Visit www.mcsantaworkshop.com for more infor-
mation on “Santa Paul.”

One of the items on display 
at Santa’s Workshop.

The Season of Giving

4112 Franklin St.
Michigan City
219-878-8400

www.anytimefi tness.com.

Anytime Fitness Personal 
Trainer Sara Wilson 

will give a free personal 
training session to anyone 

who donates to 
Toys for Tots.

Good through Christmas!
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A Holiday Tradition
Families lined Franklin Street to watch the Snowfl ake Parade on Dec. 5 as it headed north to 
Michigan City Public Library. The event was sponsored by Michigan City Fire Department, 

Michigan City Live and Michigan City Mainstreet Association.
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PRICE
QUALITY

SELECTION
CUSTOMER SERVICE

VOTED LA PORTE’S 
BEST ANTIQUE VENUE

Open 7 Days A Week

Truckloads of Unique Merchandise Arriving Weekly

Shop Where the Dealers and Designers Shop

Layaway and Local Delivery Available

500 Lincolnway • LaPorte, Indiana
(219) 326-5933

Monday through Friday 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. • Sunday Noon 
PERSONAL CHECKS WITH PROPER ID

u  t
a

Debit Cards
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Museum Releases Curator’s Report, Unveils 2016 Calendar
La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 

2405 Indiana Ave., has released its November cura-
tor’s report.

Visitors came from 16 states, 12 counties, Swit-
zerland and Denmark. The fall display, “Clock In, 
Clock Out: A Look at Early La Porte County In-
dustry,” was taken down and replaced with holiday 
decorations. The 2015 theme is “No ‘Elf Control!” 
Sixteen elves have been placed around the muse-
um committing various mischief. Visitors receive a 
form on which they can write all the elves they fi nd, 
where they are located and what they are doing. 

Donations were:
• Cobalt blue glass bottle circa 1920s, Todd Mar-

shall.
• Hat and box from Adelheid’s of La Porte, 1964, 

Sherry Waters.
• Two yearbooks, 1918 Refl ector, 1925 ElPe, Toni 

and John Cook.
• Two advertising rulers, 1st National Bank and 

Schaefer’s Laundry, aerial map from 1960, two 
framed photos of Cupid, John Kohler.

• Jacket from Western Inn, 1960, belonged to Wil-
son Barnes, Pat Kessler.

• Embroidered “Pledge of Allegiance” sampler, two 
photos, Elizabeth Wiegand.

A tin-type of Dr. Daniel Meeker, co-founder of La Porte Medical College, 
donated by Dr. Barbara Backer.

• Tin-type of Dr. Daniel Meeker, cofounder of La 
Porte Medical College, two La Porte Hospital 
scrapbooks, Dr. Barbara Backer.

• Michigan City High School letter sweater and 
scrapbook circa 1930, belonged to Elmer Kramer, 
Linda Kramer.

• Items for the sale table, Stanley Kowalski, Susie 
Richter, Kay Williams and Dr. Peter Kesling. 

• Archival information, Paul Graham.  
Museum admission prices change starting Jan. 1. 

There will be no difference in prices between coun-
ty residents and out-of-county residents. An adult 
admission will be $5, with a $4 charge for seniors. 
Anyone 18 and younger is free. Also, a change in 
Historical Society membership dues starts Jan. 1. 
An individual membership will be $15, sustaining 
$25, patron $35, life member $200 and business 
membership $250. Each level has its own incentive.

The 2016 calendars are ready and may be pur-
chased at the front desk for $12. The topic is “Prom-
inent People of La Porte County,” which also is the 
theme for the Bicentennial Project submitted to 
the state commission. The theme features La Porte 
County residents — past and present — who have 
made signifi cant historical contributions, not just 
locally, but nationally and internationally.

Some of the residents included in the calendar 
are: Dr. Scholl, Actress Anne Baxter, Entrepreneur 
Emerson Spartz and Chief Justice John Roberts.

The cover 
of the 2016 
calendar.

”“When there is plenty 
of wine & sorrow

and worry take wing.

Ovid &
“The Art of Love”

16409B Red Arrow Hwy, Union Pier, MI 49129 • 888/824-WINE

SINCE 1995 Since 1950

1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com

Gift Certificates Available

THANK YOU!!!
We at MC Interiors would like to thank our 
customers, old and new. We appreciate your 
patronage, support and referrals. We wish 

You and Yours a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

Don & Cheryl Young

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair
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2110 N Calumet Avenue
Valparaiso, IN 46383

DAWN BERNHARDT 
Executive Broker Associate

Cell #    219 241-0952
Direct   219 476-8903
Fax       781 609 1545

Amazing light and bright ranch on 3 private acres close to everything! 2 major 
expressways, Indiana and Michigan beaches, Purdue University - North 
Central, Chesterton, Valparaiso, Michigan City, La Porte, train to Chicago, and 
much more. Open concept 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, formal living, family room, 
dining and large kitchen. 10 to 12 foot ceilings throughout. Over 3,000 sq feet. 
Great weekend get away home, and couldn’t be more perfect for entertaining. 
Westville, IN. Offered at $389,900
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HORIZON
AWNING

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades

Canvas Repairs

Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329
800-513-2940

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Local Artist in N.Y. Exhibit
Beverly Shores artist mj loftus is among 16 indi-

viduals featured in “The World Behind the Figure: 
The Manifestation of Milieu,” a new exhibit that 
runs through Dec. 22 at the contemporary fi ne art 
Agora Gallery in Chelsea, N.Y.

In the exhibit, the artists look beyond the individ-
ual and at the world around, questioning the form 
in how it may interact with its surroundings.

Loftus, who emphasizes light-fi lled paintings, is 
skilled in painting, printmaking and drawing.

Visit tinyurl.com/nsvz7ec for more information.

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Art à la Carte: “Elves at Work” Decoration 

at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17.
Make an “Elves at Work” doorknob hanger dur-

ing the program designed for children 4-10 accom-
panied by an adult. All materials will be provided. 
Children must be present to receive craft materials.

• Wookiee Cookies and Lightsabers: A “Star 
Wars” Celebration! at 3:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18.

Refreshments, games, crafts and a raffl e are 
planned the day Episode Seven arrives in theaters. 
The program is designed for children 4-12 accompa-
nied by an adult.

• Holiday Family Program: Storyteller 
Grant Fitch at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 20.

Fitch will share tales of holiday cheer. Light re-
freshments will be served.

• Art à la Carte: Santa Placemat at 10 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 21.

The program is designed for children 4-10 and ac-
companied by an adult. All materials will be provid-
ed. Children must be present to receive materials.

• Family Holiday Movie: “Elf” at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 22.

Light refreshments will be provided. Children 
18 and younger have a chance to win a DVD of the 
movie, which is Rated PG.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING
(219) 363-9367 

4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

1010 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window fi lm

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window fi lm. 
All Films Reduce 99% UV
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Snowmobile Season Begins
The four state snowmobile trails are awaiting 

snow and ready for the 2015-2016 snowmobile sea-
son, which began Dec. 1.

The trails will be open, when there is adequate 
snow, through March 30. Snowmobilers are only 
permitted on trails when they are posted as “open.” 

There is no trail pass in Indiana; however, all 
snowmobiles must be registered. The cost is $30 
for three years and can be completed through the 
Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Completion of a 
snowmobile safety course is encouraged, but not re-
quired. The offi cial DNR online safety course is at 
snowmobile-ed.com/indiana. 

The state snowmobile trails are:
• The 68-mile Buffalo Run Trail in western St. Jo-

seph County.
• The 61-mile Miami Trail in Elkhart County.
• The 34-mile Heritage Trail in southeastern Allen 

County.
• The 40-mile Salamonie Trail at Salamonie Lake 

in Wabash and Huntington counties.
The trails are a cooperative effort between the 

DNR and local non-profi t snowmobile trail clubs. 
They are funded by snowmobile registration fees. 

Visit dnr.IN.gov/outdoor/4428.htm for more infor-
mation on snowmobiling in Indiana, including trail 
maps and links to updated trail conditions.

219.879.9140
312.343.9143

Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

The Country Store

 

PREPARE TO BE AMAZED.

Grand Re-Opening
SALE!

Looking for the perfect holiday gift? Think Bartlett’s! 
Purchase $100 in gift cards and receive 

a $25 gift certificate just for you!
Cards are available at Bartlett’s or online at

EatAtBartletts.com 

Open 7 days a week,
with non-stop service for lunch & dinner.

Ask about

our Bloody Mary 

mix to go!
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Visitors could take a step back in time to celebrate Christ-
mas much like early Indiana settlers would have during 
the annual holiday event Dec. 5-6 at Pioneer Land at La 
Porte County Fairgrounds. Children not only could write 
letters to Santa, but also have pictures taken with him. 
Families could take wagon rides, as well as visit the old 
school, blacksmith shop, wood working shop and milk 

house, and enjoy free cookies, cocoa, coffee and apple cider.

Photos by Bob Wellinski
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Trails Advisory Board
The Department of Natural Resources is seeking 

nominations for fi ve openings on the state’s Trails 
Advisory Board.

The openings are for representatives of the fol-
lowing trail-user groups: all-terrain vehicles, eques-
trians, four-wheel drive users, pedestrians and 
snowmobile users. Nominees should be involved 
with a local or statewide trails-oriented organiza-
tion in one of those user groups.

Board members are expected to serve a three-
year term starting March 1 and attend quarterly 
meetings. Meetings are held the fi rst Thursday 
in March, September and December, and the last 
Thursday in June. All meetings start at 3 p.m., and 
locations vary throughout the state. 

The 15-member voluntary TAB advises DNR 
director Cameron Clark on trails-related issues. 
Members also are encouraged to report any news 
from their user groups to the board and share perti-
nent trail information with their constituents.

Having a TAB is required for Indiana to receive 
funding from the Recreational Trails Program 
through the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
Federal Highway Administration. The state dis-
tributes $1.2 million in RTP funding to acquire and 
develop multi-use trails for both motorized and non-
motorized use.

Nominations will be accepted through Dec. 31. 
More information about the Indiana Trails Advi-

sory Board and nomination instructions are at dnr.
IN.gov/outdoor/4094.htm

Off-Season Home Care Specialists
Are you looking for someone to be the eyes for your second home during 
the off season? Our company offers services that include weekly assess-
ments to make sure everything is intact and functioning as it should.

Our services have saved many of our clients from frozen pipes and 
other avoidable mechanical malfunctions that arise during harsh Lake 
Michigan winters. We can relieve your stress by making sure your home 
has survived the storm, freezing temperatures and 
overall well-being. It’s a piece of mind you can 
count on.

(773) 677-2733
www.NorthStarRealtyIN.com

SMSO Holiday Concert
Mark Wood, founding string-

master with the Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra, will perform along-
side Southwest Michigan Sym-
phony Orchestra during its 
holiday concert at 7:30 p.m. EST 
Saturday, Dec. 19, at Lake Mich-
igan College Mendel Center.

Wood will be joined by his wife, 
Laura Kaye, and son, Elijah, to 
perform songs such as “Wizards 
in Winter,” “Christmas Eve in 
Sarajevo” and  “O Holy Night.” 

Dubbed by PBS as “The Les Paul 
of The Violin World,” the Juilliard-
trained violinist fi rst turned the 
string establishment on its head in 
the early 1970s with his invention of 
the fi rst solid body electric violin. His 
company, Wood Violins, is the pre-
mier manufacturer of electric violins, 
violas and cellos worldwide, and he 
holds the patent for the fi rst self-supporting violin. 

Wood also writes and records original music for 
fi lm and television, has released six solo albums 
and tours with his band, The Mark Wood Experi-
ence, which features his wife, a vocalist, and son, a 
drummer.

The pre-concert conversation is one hour before 
the concert, with a post-concert reception immedi-
ately afterward. Individual ticket prices are:
• Zone A: adults, $37; seniors, $32; students, $5.
• Zone B: adults, $20; seniors, $20; students, $5.

The Mendel Center is at Lake Michigan College 
at 2755 E. Napier Ave., Benton Harbor, Mich. Con-
tact the symphony offi ce at (269) 982-4030 or visit 
www.smso.org for tickets or more information.

Laura Kaye

Mark Wood

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Franciscan St. Anthony Health-Michigan City, 

301 W. Homer St., Michigan City, 8 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday, Dec. 23. 
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit redcrossblood.org for more information.

Waterford Hearing Center
Jessie Grskovic, Au.D.

Doctor of Audiology

Phone: (219) 814-4405
Fax: (219) 814-4408 • www.waterfordhearing.com

3777 N. Wozniak Rd. • Michigan City, IN 46360
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A “Sunny” Day
Motivational speaker/model/actor Sunny Akomu 

Akhigbe visited Michigan City High School on Nov. 
23, speaking to students in teacher Kelly Martin-
Fargo’s Speech and Advanced Theatre classes.

Akhigbe’s appearance was the culmination of the 
students’ unit on goal setting and resume writing.  
He spoke about the extreme poverty and other chal-
lenges he faced growing up in Nigeria, as well as 
his path to success later in life. He also encouraged 
students to put education fi rst and surround them-
selves with positives.

Akhigbe donated several copies of his book, “A 
Boy and His Dream,” which he wrote under the pen 
name Ambrose Okosun, to the MCHS library, and 
autographed T-shirts and photos for students fol-
lowing the presentations.

Foundation Launches Parks Program
The Foundation, in support of IU Health La Porte 

Hospital, together with local parks departments, 
launched the Get Fit RxTrails program Nov. 14 to 
equip children and families with information on 
how to use local parks for health and play.

The program was developed as a result of an in-
depth strategic look at helping families get healthy. 

IU Health La Porte Physicians Pediatrics provid-
ers plan to recommend the Get Fit RxTrails program 
to patients and families. It starts with the Passport 
to Health, which includes a brochure explaining the 
program, and a packet containing an activity log, 
and maps of all the La Porte city and county parks. 
Kids can track their progress and turn their com-
pleted logs into the doctor’s offi ce for chances to win 
outdoor-related prizes. Anyone in the community, 
however, can log onto youngerlife.org and click on 
Get Moving to download the program materials.

Students Attend STEM Conference
Thirteen Michigan City High School biology stu-

dents attended a Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math conference Nov. 13 at Southwestern 
Michigan College.

Attending with teachers Stephanie Dege, Angela 
Gresham and Andrew Jasicki, students explored 
new advancements in STEM careers and education, 
as well as innovative high school STEM projects.  

The students were greeted by Michigan State 
Sen. John Proos, who discussed growing local 
economies through STEM education. The students 
then  learned about the applications of 3-D print-
ers. Teachers and students from Penn High School 
showed how to 3-D print a prosthetic arm for an el-
ementary student in their school district. 

Teachers and 
students from New 
Buffalo High School 
discussed using re-
cyclable 3-D print-
ing material to print 
classroom supplies 
for teachers, such as 
dice, test tubes and 
frogs for alternative 
frog dissection.  

Following the 
presentations, stu-
dents attended 
STEM workshops 
presented by college 
professors. The stu-
dents and teachers 
attended workshops 
such as how to use 
Leica microscopes in 
the classroom, using 
case studies to learn/
teach science, high-

energy chemistry demonstrations, fl ipping phys-
ics curriculum, math applet simulations and DNA 
fi ngerprinting. Students also heard a research pre-
sentation by Jessica Gottlieb from the University of 
Notre Dame’s Center for STEM Education.  

To conclude the day’s events, students interacted 
with the college’s STEM students in hands-on ex-
hibits.

Rodrigo Serrano prepares a DNA gel 
electrophoresis plate.

912 Franklin, Michigan City           (219) 879-2115

Open Tuesday - Friday 9 to 5, Saturday 10 to 4

framer@sbcglobal.net

a 
y 
r

The Framing Station 

Now Until Christmas!
$10 off 

Any Framed 
South Shore Poster

(24 x 36)
and

$5 off
Any Framed 

South Shore Poster
(20 x 30) 

We Put The Snow Where You Want ItWe Put The Snow Where You Want It
SHORELAND MARINE SNOW SHORELAND MARINE SNOW 

PLOWINGPLOWING
Commercial-Residential. 

Most residential $25, includes sidewalk. 
Free quotes. Call today to get on the list!

219-861-BOAT (2628)
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Christmas at the Acorn
Harbor Country Opera returns for its 10th an-

nual Christmas at the Acorn at 8 p.m. EST Satur-
day, Dec. 19, at The Acorn Theater, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich.

Founder Robert Swan has assembled an array of 
talent that includes Martha Cares and John Con-
cepcion. Selections include “Santa Baby,” “Chest-
nuts Roasting on an Open Fire,” “Blue Christmas”  
and “The Grinch.”

Free hot-roasted chestnuts will be served. Tickets 
are $25, with preferred seating costing $35. Tick-
ets are available at New Buffalo Savings Bank and 
Dave’s Deli, or order online at www.acorntheater.
com. Call (269) 756-3879 for more information.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1-888-327-1010 • 1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN • 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

Jumbo | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Jennifer Smart  
NMLS #277082  
C: 219.561.4736 

thelpsb.com

Ansel Adams Exhibit
South Shore Arts will present “Classic Images: 

Photography by Ansel Adams,” chosen by Adams 
during the last years of his life, through Jan. 24 at 
The Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 
Ridge Road, Munster.

All photos are from the collection of Anne Adams 
Helms and organized by the Peoria (Ill.) Riverfront 
Museum. The display includes 72 black-and-white 
photos that Adams personally printed for his daugh-
ter and spans the artist’s wide scope of western land-
scapes, various portraits and architectural photos.

Adams was born Feb. 20, 1902, in San Francisco. 
As a young boy, the piano was his passion until 1916 
when a trip with his parents to Yosemite National 
Park piqued his interest in photography. His father 
gave him his fi rst camera, a Kodak Brownie box 
camera, and during his stay he took his fi rst pic-
tures. In 1927, he produced his fi rst portfolio, “Par-
melian Prints of the High Sierras,” taken with a Ko-
rona view camera using glass plates and a dark red 
fi lter to increase his tonal contrasts. Between 1929 
and 1942, Adams’ work matured and he became 
more established. By the 1960s, photography as an 
art form had expanded and Adams’ images were 
shown in large galleries and museums. In 1974, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art hosted a retrospective 
exhibit. In 1984, he suffered a heart attack and died 
at 82.

A special VIP reception for the South Shore ex-
hibit is from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19. Center 
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. Sun-
day. Visit www.southshoreartsonline.org for more 
information.
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LCSO Children’s Chorus Concert
The La Porte County Symphony Orchestra Chil-

dren’s Chorus will present its annual Christmas 
Concert, “Need a Little Christmas,” at 7 p.m. Fri-
day Dec. 18, at Bethany Lutheran Church, 102 G. 
St., La Porte.

The concert, free and open to the public, will fea-
ture musical selections focused on Christmas cel-
ebrations around the world, such as “Christmas in 
Any Language” and “African Noel.” Other holiday 
favorites are included in the “Jingle All the Way 
Medley.”

The chorus is in its seventh season as a commu-
nity choral music program. Comprised of more than 
40 students in grades 2-5, the children hail from 
schools throughout La Porte County. They rehearse 
each week throughout the school year with Matt 
Nelson, learning fundamental techniques of group 
and solo performance.

Nelson has been directing the chorus since its in-
ception. He studied music education and piano per-
formance at Ball State University and directs the 
Agape Christian Church choir in La Porte.  

The chorus will be joined by vocalists Jenevieve 
Hayes and Tim King. Hayes, a lifelong La Porte 
County resident, has been performing in the LCSO 
horn section since 2000. She also assists the orga-
nization as personnel manager. King moved to La 
Porte in 2013 after retiring from a 32-year career 
in arts administration, and more than 150 perfor-
mances across the country under his belt.

Contact LCSO at www.lsco.net or Executive Di-
rector Laura Cutler at executive@lcso.net for more 
information.

Cookies and Canvas 
Jennifer Martin will host Cookies and Canvas on 

Monday, Dec. 28, at Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. 
Fourth St.

Children 3-7 can attend from 4 to 5:30 p.m. and 
ages 8-14 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. The art afternoon in-
cludes an 8x10 winter-themed stretched canvas 
painting, as well as cookies and juice.

The cost is $10 per child, or free for children al-
ready enrolled in December art classes at the center. 
All interested students must register by contacting 
the center no later than Dec. 23 at (219) 926-4711.

Special Recognition

Boating Indus-
try, the marine 
industry’s leading 
trade publica-
tion, named B&E 
Marine one of the 
Top 100 dealers 
in North America. 
B&E owners  
Barry (left) and 
Rod Bensz ac-
cepted the award 
in Orlando, Fla., 
during the Marine 
Dealer Confer-
ence & Expo on 
Nov. 18.

13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Michigan
(269) 695-6491 • www.fernwoodbotanical.org

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday • 12 noon to 6 p.m. Sunday (MI Time)

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

marie@poshnewbuffalo.commarie@poshnewbuffalo.com

Your Good Clothes Deserve PoshPosh

Silk Holiday Dress. Mink Wrap.Silk Holiday Dress. Mink Wrap.
Slinky Shoe. Leather Clutch. Jewels.Slinky Shoe. Leather Clutch. Jewels.

What more does one need?What more does one need?

Taking winter consignments; Taking winter consignments; 

please call for appointment.please call for appointment.

Image House
916 Washington Street • Michigan City, IN

(corner of 10th & Washington)

(219) 874-9972 • (219) 879-9050

Sharon’s
 Nails

Private Salonwith one-on-one attention

Deluxe Spa Pedicures - Diabetic Friendly
Say You Saw This in The Beacher, 

Pay Only $30.
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Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are available:
• The Save the Tunes Council performs from 

7:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18, at Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center.

The group preserves folk songs in the traditional 
way, using guitar, autoharp, dulcimer, banjo, har-
monica, bagpipe, penny whistle, hurdy gurdy and 
other obscure instruments.

• Find Your Park Film Series on Saturdays 
and Sundays.

Explore a different National Park Service site 
through fi lms shown at 2 p.m. Saturdays at the Paul 
H. Douglas Center and 2 p.m. Sundays at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Call the park’s information 
line at (219) 395-1882 for this week’s fi lm.

• “Kid’s Rule” from 1 to 3 p.m. Sundays at 
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.

Join a ranger in the Visitor Center’s activity room 
for stories and activities. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street in 
Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered:

Saturday, Dec. 19
Indiana Dunes Christmas Bird Count. The 

annual all-day event aimed at serious birders starts 
before 7 a.m. Feeder counters are needed for those 
living in the Duneland area. Inquire by calling the 
Nature Center at (219) 926-1390.

• 10 a.m. — Dunes Trivia Hike.
Meet at the Nature Center for the 45-minute 

stroll that involves a trivia guessing game.
• 2 p.m. — Pine Cone Bird Feeders.
Meet at the Nature Center for the make-it, take-

it craft.
• 5 p.m. — Owl Prowl.
Meet at the Main Entrance Gate (the parking lot 

is next door) for a winter walk in the night woods in 
search of resident/wintering owls.
Sunday, Dec. 20

• 10 a.m. — Feed the Birds.
Meet a naturalist outside the Nature Center for 

the daily feeding. Get close views of chickadees, car-
dinals and woodpeckers.

• 2 p.m. — Oh Deer!
Visit the Nature Center Auditorium for a look 

into one of the dunes’ largest mammals, including 
the issues parks face with too many deer, as well as 
how herds are managed.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

Acrylic Artist at Village Gallery
A solo exhibit by acrylic art-

ist Shari LeMonnier will be 
featured through Jan. 21 at 
The Village Gallery in Val-
paraiso.

The imagery in LeMonnier’s 
paintings and murals is in-
spired by Scripture and stories 
from the Bible.

LeMonnier is a graduate of 
Southern Methodist Univer-
sity who received her Master 
of Fine Arts from School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. Her 
spiritual and peace-related 

paintings have been exhibited worldwide, including 
Egypt, Greece, Germany and France. Recognitions 
and awards include those from The Art Institute of 
Chicago, National Endowment for the Arts, Middle 
Eastern Council of Churches, the Embassy of Af-
ghanistan and the White House.

The Village Gallery is located at Pines Village 
Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle 
(off Calumet Avenue north of Cumberland Cross-
ing). Hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Call Pines Village Retirement Com-
munities at (219) 465-1591 for more information.

Classifi eds work!
Call 879-0088

A Gift From

1722 Franklin St., Michigan City 
(219) 879-6100

Unique Jewelry
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Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:
• Signifi cant Battles in American History 

from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 19, in the 
Bertha Wood Room at Thomas Library, 200 W. 
Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

History buff and American war enthusiast Thom-
as Murphy will discuss the Battle of Saratoga.

• Zentangle Coloring from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 21, in the Bertha Wood Room at 
Thomas Library.

Participants will create coloring books using 
Zentangle. Books will be available for coloring and 
inspiration. All materials are provided, but partici-
pants can take supplies. Registration can be done in 
person or by calling (219) 926-7696.

• Bits & Bytes series, Intro to Photo Backup, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 22, in the Serials/
Automation Department at Thomas Library.

Registration is under way. Reserve a spot by visit-
ing or calling the IT Department at (219) 926-7696, 
or by registering at www.wpl.lib.in.us. Click on the 
Bits & Bytes link.

• Make-N-Take Holiday Ornament Craft 
Time at noon Saturdays leading up to Christ-
mas.

Stop by the children’s department at Thomas Li-
brary to make a new holiday ornament.

• Pokemon League from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tues-
days at Thomas Library.

First-graders and older are invited. Attendees 
will learn to make decks of 60 cards.

Birding Festival Seeks Vendors
Local artists and vendors can help celebrate the 

migration of birds through the Indiana Dunes re-
gion at the second Indiana Dunes Birding Festival 
on May 5-8, 2016.

The event will include a “migration marketplace” 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, May 7, at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. It will highlight area artists 
and nature-related vendors, with opportunities for 
sales and networking. Vendor information is at ind-
unesbirdingfestival.com.

The festival also will include more than 50 guid-
ed fi eld trips and car pool tours to view migrating 
birds, more than 30 bird and nature programs, from 
live bird of prey talks to species ID workshops, and 
workshops for new bird watchers and educators.

The festival is organized by the Indiana Audubon 
Society and includes Indiana Dunes National Lake-
shore and Indiana Dunes State Park as site hosts. 
The goal is to bring tourism dollars to the region 
while promoting conservation and environmental 
education.

Additional information is available at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter, 
the phone number for which is (219) 395-1882, or 
call the state park nature center at (219) 926-1390.

The Best Breakfast and Lunch Stop

444 Wabash 
(corner of 5th & Wabash)
Michigan City
Across from Lighthouse Place

Psst…Diehards - we still have
the best coffee in town!

Open Daily 6:15am to 6:00pm

(219) 874-7006

Frappéchinos, Fruit Smoothies
Bit of Swiss Pastries, Bulk Coffee

Panini Me
Buy One, Get 1/2 Off of Equal or Lesser Value

Expires 10/31/15 

GREAT BARISTAS = GREAT DRINKS
Free
WIFI

FINEST COFFEES ON THE SHORES OF LAKE MICHIGAN

Like 
us on 

facebook

418 Franklin Sq, Michigan City • 219-210-3298

adnum=60684290
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Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Northwest Indiana Green Drinks
Next year marks the 50th anniversary of Indiana 

Dunes National Lakeshore and the 100th anniver-
sary of the National Park Service.

Two National Park Service staff — supervisory 
education specialist Kimberly Swift and special 
events coordinator Cliff Goins — will discuss plans 
for 2016 at the next Northwest Indiana Green 
Drinks in Michigan City meeting. The program is at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 17, at Shoreline Brewery, 
208 Wabash St.

Green Drinks events are sponsored by Save the 
Dunes and supported by 219 GreenConnect. The 
suggested donation is $5, or $2 for students. Call 
Dennis at (219) 874-4076 for more information.

Sarett Selfi e Scavenger Hunt
Sarett Nature Center will present its Sarett Self-

ie Scavenger Hunt during Christmas break.
Visit the center’s facebook page to see a list of 

spots at the center, visit by snowshoe or hiking for a 
selfi e, then show them to the naturalists for a prize 
while enjoying a fi replace and hot chocolate.

Admission is $3 for adults. Sarett is located at 
2300 Benton Center Road, Benton Harbor, Mich. 
Call (269) 927-4832 for more information.

Labus Receives Douglas Award
Save the Dunes bestowed its highest honor, the 

Douglas Award, to Paul Labus, Northwest Indiana 
Region Director of The Nature Conservancy’s Indi-
ana Chapter, during its annual meeting Dec. 9.

The Douglas Award is named for the late Sen. 
Paul Douglas, the driving force behind the creation 
of Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.

For more than 20 
years, Labus, Whiting, 
has worked with govern-
ment agencies, indus-
try, nonprofi ts and other 
stakeholders to develop a 
conservation vision and 
restoration plan for the 
Grand Calumet River 
and adjacent natural ar-
eas.

Located at the south-
ern end of Lake Michi-
gan, the river once was 

one of the most polluted in the Great Lakes basin, 
having received effl uent from industries and mu-
nicipal waste water treatment plants for more than 
100 years. Most people thought of it as a “dead” 
river. However, fragments of the native landscape, 
which support surprisingly diverse natural com-
munities, continue to persist in close proximity to 
heavy urban and industrial development.

Labus has been a leader in identifying the best 
opportunities to protect, restore and manage frag-
ments of the native lakeplain ecosystem, setting 
conservation goals for the restoration of highly de-
graded habitats, developing a regional invasive spe-
cies management plan and planning for long-term 
ecological management of restored habitats. In part 
through his leadership and ability to work with 
staff at U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, In-
diana Department of Environmental Management, 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources and oth-
er organizations, the Grand Calumet River is in the 
fi nal stages of cleanup and restoration. 

Labus also is known for his focused efforts to pre-
serve and restore the last dune and swale properties 
in Indiana. A dune and swale complex is a series of 
roughly parallel, sandy ridges and low, wet swales 
formed in irregular cycles of high and low water 
levels. They formed when ancient glacial Lake Chi-
cago receded thousands of years ago. Rapid indus-
trial and residential development of the lakeshore 
destroyed all but tiny fragments of the landscape. 
This globally rare natural community only occurs 
along the Great Lakes shoreline. Labus helped The 
Nature Conservancy prioritize these landscapes 
and secure funding and leverage partnerships to 
restore them despite challenges ranging from con-
tamination to invasive species to lack of resources.
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Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

 219-879-8580 ph  
1411 S. Woodland Ave., Ste. B 219-229-3254 cell
Michigan City, IN 46360 anewfocus@hotmail.com

Joseph F. Gazarkiewicz, 
Psy.D.HSPP

Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Jerry Montgomery, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Your local resource, providing Mental Health Services 
for Adults, Couples, Adolescents and Children

GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, La Porte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.la-
portecountyparks.org for more in-
formation.

Stroller, Baby and You
Aimed at toddlers and preschoolers, programs in-

clude music, dance, storytelling and a hike (weather 
permitting).

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Monday, 
Jan. 11 and 25, Feb. 8 and 22, March 7 and 14, and 
April 4 and 18 at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West. Call at least one week in advance to 
register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per 
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment 
are required at least one week in advance or until 
full, whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:
• Jan. 27 — Deep Freeze.
• Feb. 10 — Hooting Good Time.
• Feb. 24 — A Salamander’s Life.
• March 9 — Hello Down There.
• April 6 — Flower Power.
• April 13 — 1 Bird, 2 Birds, 3 Birds.

Senior Lifestyles
Join the free 55+ Club, a social club designed 

for adults 55 and older to learn and explore vari-
ous types of nature. Free coffee is served to partici-
pants. The group meets from 9 to 10 a.m. at Luhr 
County Park Nature Center. Call at least one week 
in advance to register. The schedule is:
• March 2 — “Arthritis and Our Joints,” Dr. Sarah 

Bancroft; also, free bone density testing.  
• April 6 — “Birds and How to Attract Them to 

Your Home,” Potawatomi Audubon Society.
• May 4 — Gardening with Sacha Burns of  Sunk-

issed Organics.

Pinecone Crafts
The free program is from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Tuesday, 

Dec. 29, at Luhr County Park. Children 6 and older 
must be accompanied by an adult. Call in advance 
to make a reservation. A minimum of six and a max-
imum of 24 participants will be allowed.

QUALITY CARPET CARE
 SINCE 2003

Carpet Cleaning  • Upholstery Cleaning
Air Duct Cleaning • Oriental Rug Cleaning

$35 Off Any Service with this Ad

219-608-3145 • 2501 Oriole Trail, Long Beach • www.qcc150.com

225 East Garfi eld Street, Michigan City
(219) 814-4985 • www.laportehabitat.org

PRE-HOLIDAYS INVENTORY 
BLOWOUT! 

Any item over $5 is half off, 
except paint, painting supplies 

and large appliances.
Wed, Thur, Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Experience the



December 17, 2015Page 30
THE

FREE QUOTES
On Site Printing & Prepress

Printing

911 Franklin Street • Michigan City, IN 46360
219-879-0088 •Fax 219-879-8070

thebeacher.com

the Beacher Business Printers

Printers of
The Beacher newspaper

Thinking about your
next printing project?

Think no more! Just call
the Beacher Business Printers
Your full service professional 

printing company.
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-- submitted by the
LaPorte County 
Convention and
Visitors Bureau

The Importance of the Service Industry

I was in an offi ce 
in La Porte and 
noticed a picture 
hanging on the 
wall from around 
the turn of the cen-
tury. It featured 
the La Porte Door 
and Sash Co., with 
all of their employ-
ees sitting outside.

That remind-
ed me of the fact 
that most of these 
places in La Porte 
County and across 
the country are 
now automated, 
no longer need-
ing people to work for them. The only exception is 
the service industry because businesses, like res-
taurants, shops, hotels, hospitals, fi re and police 
departments, still rely on a large staff to conduct 
business.

The U.S. economy has evolved into a service in-
dustry, with retail shopping, dining and hotels, 
health care, education and other services making 
up a larger part of the overall economy. Tourism is 
a large part of the service industry, injecting a half 
billion dollars into the La Porte County economy 
each year. Total wages paid in the tourism industry 
was more than $110 million, and total federal, state  
and local taxes paid due to direct visitors spending 
was $182 million.

Marketing such services is an important skill, 
and a tough one because without a tangible product 
to show and tell customers about, service marketers 
must be adept at pulling together all the pieces of 
the marketing mix to create value for their intended 
consumers.

The La Porte County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau is celebrating 36 years of marketing and 
service this year, and as we look to our 37th year of 
operation, the staff and board are committed to be-
ing even more productive.

Organizations often turn to the LPCCVB as the 
tourism professionals for help in marketing their 
attraction, business,  promoting an event or distrib-
uting their brochures. Most often, they want a way 
to get a visitor and local people to visit, and that’s 

our goal, too.
As a Commu-

nity Partner of the 
LPCCVB, you’ll 
have access to a 
staff of tourism 
specialists who 
provide valuable 
services to assist 
your business and 
visitor to our coun-
ty. Your free Com-
munity Partner 
benefi ts are many, 
but just to name 
a few: marketing; 
page on our web-
site with a link, 
brochure place-

ment and distribution; Calendar of Events; Idea & 
Information Exchange; R.O.S.E. Program; “Tourism 
Review” media column; e-newsletter; and regional 
partner promotion.

There also are opportunities to advertise with the 
bureau and reach people when they have arrived at 
their destination and are fi ne-tuning their visit. Our 
Visitors Guide is a printed piece that we produce 
once a year. Our statistics show that 80 percent of 
our visitors still want that printed piece, and locals 
use it when entertaining friends and family.  In fact, 
most of the people traveling to La Porte County are 
visiting friends and family. 

   One more thing.
Tourism is about much, much more than attract-

ing visitors to La Porte County. It’s about quality 
of life. It is about economic development. It’s about 
jobs, and the individuals and families sustained by 
those jobs. It is about the attractions and ameni-
ties that benefi t our residents and much, if not more 
than, our visitors. 

The LPCCVB staff is honored to be working in 
the visitors service industry, and we are proud of 
our dedicated board and highly supportive group of 
partners.

We look forward to another year of continued 
growth and support.

The photo Jane Daley noticed featuring La Porte Door and Sash Co. and its employees.
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Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area: 
Dec. 17 — Art à la Carte: “Elves at Work” Deco-

ration, 3:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 17 — Northwest Indiana Green Drinks in 
Michigan City, 6:30 p.m., Shoreline Brewery, 208 
Wabash St. Suggested donation: $5, $2/students. 
Info: (219) 874-4076.

Dec. 18 — Family tours, 5 p.m., Barker Mansion, 
631 Washington St. Cost: $5/adult, $2/child. Info: 
www.BarkerMansion.com

Dec. 18 — Wookiee Cookies and Lightsabers: A 
“Star Wars” Celebration!, 3:30 p.m., Michigan City 
Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-
3049.

Dec. 18 — La Porte County Symphony Orches-
tra Children’s Chorus annual Christmas Concert, 
“Need a Little Christmas,” 7 p.m., Bethany Luther-
an Church, 102 G. St., La Porte. Free. Info: www.
lsco.net

Dec. 18 — The Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indi-
ana 49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Dec. 18 — Second Sip and Shop, 5-7 p.m., shops 
along La Porte’s State Street.

Dec. 18-19 — Festival Players Guild Winter Arts 
Series, “Wooden Snowfl akes,” 7:30 p.m., Mainstreet 
Theatre, 807 Franklin St. Tickets: (219) 874-4269.

Dec. 18-24 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: ‘Trumbo.” Rated 
R. Times: 6 p.m. Fri.-Thur. Also: “Room.” Rated R. 
Times: 9 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 3 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Info: vick-
erstheatre.com

Dec. 19 — Dunes Trivia Hike, 10 a.m., Nature 
Center @ Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. Coun-
ty Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 19 — Harbor Country Opera’s “Christmas 
at the Acorn,” 8 p.m. EST, The Acorn Theater, 107 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: cen-
ter/$35, side/$25. Info: www.acorntheater.com, (269) 
756-3879.

Dec. 20 — Holiday Family Program: Storyteller 
Grant Fitch, 1:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Li-
brary, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 21 — Zentangle Coloring, 6:30-8 p.m., Ber-
tha Wood Room @ Westchester Public Library, 200 
W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Registration: (219) 
926-7696.

Dec. 22 — Family Holiday Movie: “Elf,” 10 a.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Through December — National Association 
for the Arts puppet show, “Pinocchio,” Washington 
Stage Theatre, 111 Roosevelt St., La Porte. Times: 
10 a.m. Wednesdays & Fridays, 1 p.m. Saturdays & 
Sundays. Tickets/info: (219) 814-4502.

Through Jan. 6 — Tom Brand & Carole Stodder 
exhibit, “Once Again,” Ellen Firme Gallery, 92 W. 
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U.S. 12, Beverly Shores. Reception: 5-8 p.m. Dec. 
18. Info: (219) 874-4003.

Through Jan. 21 — Solo exhibit, acrylic artist 
Shari LeMonnier, The Village Gallery @ Pines Vil-
lage Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village 
Circle. Info: (219) 465-1591.

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Farther Afi eld:
Dec. 19 — Indoor Flea Market, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

EST, New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 
California Road. Free. Info: (773) 275-1514.

Dec. 19 — Southwest Michigan Symphony Or-
chestra holiday concert, 7:30 p.m. EST, Lake Michi-
gan College Mendel Center, Benton Harbor, Mich. 
Tickets: (269) 982-4030, www.smso.org

Old Lighthouse Museum
The Old Lighthouse Museum, as well as its gift 

shop, will be open from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, Dec. 19-20.

Normal admission fees apply to touring the mu-
seum: $5 for 14 and older, $2 for children 13 and 
younger and free for pre-schoolers.

The museum is located in Washington Park.

Draw It Like Cezanne and Chagall
Marsha Browne will teach a two-day “Draw It 

Like Cezanne and Chagall” children’s class from 1 
to 3 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 29-30, at   
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.

Students will learn about Paul Cezanne and Marc 
Chagall. The class is intended for children 5-12. The 
cost is $35, with members receiving a $5 discount.

Contact the center at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.
chestertonart.com for more information.

Want Your
Event Included

Here? Call
(219) 879-0088
or email drew@the-

beacher.com

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
1106 E US Hwy 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com 
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035  
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6, Sat. 9-6 Sunday 12- 4

POWER 
RECLINING
• Sofas
• Loveseats
• Sectionals
• Recliners
• Home 
   Theater    
   Seating
IN FABRIC OR 
BONDED LEATHER

POWER 
UP!

COLLEGE FOOTBALL SATURDAY!
Come Join Us at Casey’s New Ice House Bar!!

It’s

BEAR DOWN TIME!!
Come Join Us Sunday at Casey’s New Ice House Bar!!
It’s

28 Beers on Tap                                 Brand New HD TVs!!

136 N. Whittaker
Downtown New Buffalo

www.CaseysNewBuffalo.com

(269) 469-6400
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Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

On December 17, 1791, a New York City traffi c 
regulation established the new nation’s fi rst one-
way street.
On December 17, 1835, Hiram Husumin was ap-
pointed chief engineer of Chicago’s fi rst fi re company.
On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright 
made the world’s fi rst successful airplane fl ight as 
they soared over the sand dunes near Kitty Hawk, 
NC. Only fi ve persons, besides themselves, were 
present. Although a general invitation had been is-
sued to everyone within a fi ve or six mile radius, not 
many were willing to face a cold December wind to 
see, as they no doubt thought, another fl ying ma-
chine that would not fl y.
On December 17, 1933, in the fi rst world cham-
pionship of professional football, the Chicago Bears 
defeated the New York Giants by a score of 23 to 21. 
(Each player on the winning team received $210.00).
On December 17, 1969, on NBC’s Tonight Show, 
more than 10 million television viewers witnessed 
the marriage of singer Tiny Tim to Miss Vicky.
On December 18, 1892, Tchaikovsky’s “The Nut-
cracker” premiered in St. Petersburg, Russia.
On December 18, 1978, NASA abandoned plans to 
try to save the Skylab space station, deciding to let 
the descending craft burn in the atmosphere.
On December 19, 1732, Benjamin Franklin began 
publication of Poor Richard’s Almanack, a series of 
booklets full of aphorisms and homely sayings.
On December 19, 1776, Thomas Paine published 
his fi rst American Crisis essay, in which he wrote, 
“These are the times that try men’s souls.”
On December 19, 1843, Charles Dickens’ famous 
Yuletide tale, A Christmas Carol, was published in 
England.
On December 19, 1903, New York’s “Williamsburg 
Bridge,” linking Manhattan and Brooklyn, was of-
fi cially opened.
On December 19, 1957, Meredith Wilson’s musi-
cal play “The Music Man” opened on Broadway.
On December 19, 1958, a United States satellite, 
the Atlas, began the fi rst radio-voice broadcast from 
space. It was a Christmas greeting from President 
Dwight Eisenhower, including, “…to all mankind, 
America’s wish for peace on earth and goodwill to-
ward men everywhere.”
On December 19, 1972, Apollo 17 splashed down 
in the Pacifi c, winding up the Apollo program of 
manned lunar landings.
On December 19, 1997, “Titanic” opened in movie
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theatres across the nation, at the time becoming the 
highest grossing movie ever made.
On December 20, 1813, Congress established the 
internal revenue system in an effort to raise funds 
to run the government.
On December 20, 1820, Missouri imposed a $1 an-
nual bachelor tax on unmarried men up to age 50.
On December 20, 1946, the Frank Capra fi lm “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” had a preview showing for charity 
at New York City’s Globe Theatre, a day before its 
“offi cial” world premiere.
On December 20, 1976, Chicago’s Mayor Richard 
Daley died of a heart attack at 74.
On December 20, 2005, a judge ruled that “intel-
ligent design” could not be mentioned in biology 
classes in a Pennsylvania public school district.
On December 21, 1620, the Pilgrims, who crossed 
the ocean on the Mayfl ower, fi rst set foot on Ameri-
can soil at what is now Plymouth, MA. “Forefathers 
Day,” observed mainly in New England, is in com-
memoration of this landing.
On December 21, 1914, the fi rst feature-length si-
lent fi lm comedy, “Tilly’s Punctured Romance,” was 
released.
On December 21, 1937, Walt Disney’s animated 
cartoon, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, which 
was based on a Grimms’ fairy tale, was shown in 
Los Angeles for the fi rst time.
On December 21, 1967, Louis Washkansky, the 
world’s fi rst heart-transplant patient, died 18 days 
after undergoing the operation.
On December 22, 1864, during the Civil War, Union 
General William Sherman sent a message to Presi-
dent Lincoln from Georgia, saying, “I beg to present 
you as a Christmas gift the city of Savannah.”
On December 22, 1944, during the Battle of the 
Bulge, U.S. Brig. Gen. Anthony McAuliffe reportedly 
replied “Nuts!” when the Germans demanded that 
the Americans surrender in the World War II confl ict.
On December 22, 2005, astronomers announced 
the discovery of two more rings around Uranus, the 
fi rst additions to the planet’s ring system in nearly 
two decades.
On December 23, 1823, A Visit from St. Nicholas, 
by Clement Clarke Moore, was published in the 
Troy (New York) Sentinel.
On December 23, 1928, the National Broadcast-
ing Company established a permanent coast-to-
coast radio hookup.
On December 23, 1941, during World War II, 
United States forces on Wake Island surrendered to 
the Japanese.
On December 23, 2003, the federal government 
announced the fi rst suspected case of Mad Cow Dis-
ease in the United States.

15412 RED ARROW HWY
LAKESIDE, MI 49116

THURS 1-7PM

 FRI  & SAT 11-6PM

SUN 11-4PM

MON 10-2PM
LAKEINTERIORS@GMAIL.COM
LAKEINTERIORSINC.COM
269.231.5434

DESIGNING CITY TO SHORE
ORSOORLAKE INTERIOAAAAAKKKKKEE INNNTEERRRIOOOOOOOOOORSRIIRRRRREEEEETTTTTNNNNIIIEEEEKKAALAKE INTERIORSLAAAKKEEEE IIIIINNNNNNTTTTEEEERRRRRRIIOOOORRRS

EASTERN TIME

INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES
HOME FURNISHINGS
UNIQUE LIGHTING
GARDEN DECOR

Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360                       

“Family Owned Since 2001”

Procter-Silex Coffee Maker 
12 Cup

Sale   $19.99 ea.

Voxx Canz Speaker Red or 
Blue Style

Sale $27.99 ea.

“OPEN 7 DAYS”
219-878-1720 • 219-878-9141 Fax

email dunelandhome@gmail.com • website: dunelandhome.com
Follow us on Facebook

GIFTS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY… 
Stanley 11-921A 100 Ct. 
Heavy Duty Utility Knife 
Blades

Sale $9.99 ea.

Stanley 33-425  25’ Tape 
Measure

Sale $9.99 ea.

AA & AAA  ALKALINE 
BATTERIES 24 PACK

Sale $6.99 ea.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
ALTERATIONS PLUS. Clothing alterations.

516 Wabash St., Michigan City. 219-874-0086.
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call  219-872-1217.

Therapy in a non-clinical private setting: Individual counseling for 
anxiety, conflict, psychological trauma. Visit namCounseling.com to learn 
more and schedule your appointment. $85 per 50-minute session, $600 

per 8 sessions, prepaid. Natalie A. Mooney, MA LLPC
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868
**********LOG SPLITTER FOR RENT*********

By the day-week-month. Contact Larry at (219) 872-2989.
Parents and students: Homework help is here! Retired college profes-

sor will tutor in your home. Basic science, math, reading, introductory 
percussion and guitar.  Call ( 708) 269-7449. Very reasonable, family 

rates available.
BUSINESS SERVICES

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured
Call us at 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 

Or visit www.visitingangels.com
IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
19 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Email home_matters_cleaning@yahoo.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 8 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 
219-617-7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

MAID BY THE LAKE. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - email maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837.
TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 

Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650.
J.P.’S CLEANING SERVICE.

Commercial, residential, rentals, construction cleanup. Senior dis-
counts. Thorough and general cleaning, cleaned to perfection. 30 

years experience. Bonded and insured. Call (219) 221-1412
MY CLEANING LADY LLC! Bonded and insured. Visit www.myclean-

inglady-laporte.com, email mycleaninglady2013@gmail.com or 
call (219) 814-3472.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.
Also: doors, windows, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs. Winter

watch service. Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 

24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907

BILL SMART – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting and Tile. 
Call (269) 469-4407.

CHIMNEYS • BRICK REPAIR • TUCKPOINTING & FIREPLACE 
REPAIRS • Call Gene Burke  219-344-7563 (M.C.)

J. Berkheiser Carpentry
Reasonable rates, satisfaction guaranteed. Roofing, siding, flooring, door 
and window replacements and decks.(630) 926-6792 • JBCCarpentry.com

Duneland Home & Hardware “Handyman Service.”
No job too big or small... We DO-IT ALL...
Call for your free estimate. (219) 878-1720

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Wallpaper removal • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RB’s SERVICES —tree removal, fall cleanup and snow removal, haul 

away debris and other landscaping needs, leaf  cleanup in fall, handyman 
and carpentry needs. Power washing. In business 28 yrs.  

Roger 219-561-4008.
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“Like” us on
facebook

www.facebook.com/thebeacher911

The Beacher Weekly 
Newspaper is on facebook, 
where you’ll find:

• Sneak peaks of the latest 
stories.

• Links to new and long-
standing advertisers.

• Updates on The Beacher 
Weekly Newspaper 
and Beacher Business 
Printers.

It’s our way of keeping 
you informed about, and 
entertained by, the people, 
places and businesses in our 
Beacher communities.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 

yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling 
Serving your community for over 10 years.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER

A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help
in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design

SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Weedings, Clean-
ups, Mowing, Mulch, Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Now Hiring Caregivers

Caring, dependable caregivers needed to provide in-home care to seniors. 
Positions available in Michigan City, La Porte and surrounding areas. 
Call (219)662-2999 or visit www.seniorhelpers.com/michigancity-in
Rita’s European Touch Cleaning is hiring ladies to clean houses. 

Full & part time. A car is necessary. Call after 9 a.m.: 
(219) 878-9311 or (630) 596-6119

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
REAL ESTATE INVESTING

INVESTOR WANTED TO DEVELOP PRIME BEACH PROPERTY IN 
MICHIGAN CITY. sunterra@comcast.net, 219-872-4446.

RENTALS INDIANA
GREAT 5BR HOUSE. CLOSE TO BEACH AT STOP 20.

CALL PATTY AT 773-401-2966.
Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
Long Beach Stop 31 3 BR/4BA home with lake views and steps from 

beach. $1,800 a week. Also, weekends available. (773) 718-5546.
WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $775/mo., 2BR $975/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.
HOME FOR RENT: 5 BR/2.5 BA. $1,900 mo., available immediately. 

Pictures on Zillow.com Call Ed at (708) 932-6669.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
For sale: Grand Beach summer cottage, 2 BR/1BA, living room, family 
room, ½ block from private beach. Fully furnished. $285,000. Unlimited 

summer rental income potential. Call Mark at (630) 918-7373.
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It’s hard to believe, but Christmas is next week. 
Need an extra gift? Something for the person so dif-
fi cult to buy for? How about a book? That’s always 
my answer! Here are two holiday themed books that 
would make a great gift for yourself when you fi nd 
some quiet time curled up by the fi re. Enjoy!

A Christmas Escape 
by Anne Perry (hardcov-
er, $18, in bookstores and 
online; also available as 
an eBook)

This is the 13th holiday 
novel by the bestselling 
mystery writer. Her other 
popular books cover Victo-
rian England and World 
War I eras and feature 
William Monk and Char-
lotte and Thomas Pitt.

I assume this one is 
early 20th century. Perry 
never hints as to the era, but conversation and et-
iquette narrows down the time frame. A group of 
English tourists have come together on the Ital-
ian island of Stromboli for the Christmas season. 
Charles Latterly has arrived to get away from Lon-
don and the recent death of his wife.

Don’t know if he’ll fi nd much comfort among the 
other guests: Quinn, a famous novelist full of him-
self; Bretherton, a stiff upper lip army colonel; Mr. 
and Mrs. Bailey, a totally ill-matched couple — he’s 
a complete jerk, she’s the long-suffering wife; and 
fi nally, Roger Finbar, aging uncle with his orphaned 
niece, 14-year-old Candace. There’s also Stefano, 
the inn’s jovial owner.

As the guests get to know and despise each oth-
er, the island’s volcano intermittently rumbles and 
throws up smoke and ash as if in protest to the 
unfriendly rumblings of the foreigners. Stefano 
assures them that if the volcano erupts, it will go 
down the other side of the island. Really?

Candace takes to Charles and helps him to see 
the beauty of the island while commiserating about 
the Baileys, the obvious looks Bretherton gives Mrs. 
Bailey and the unknown hatred between Mr. Bailey 
and Mr. Quinn.

It doesn’t take long for a violent quarrel, a miss-
ing person and, soon, a dead body. The volcano 
comes alive in a captivating description of nature at 
its most fearful.

While not taking in much of the Christmas sea-
son, this story does provide enough mystery and 
thrills for the reader in a short — only 157 pages — 
and in a smaller, compact size.

Winter Stroll by Elin 
Hilderbrand (hardcover, 
$25, in bookstores and on-
line; also available as an 
eBook)

It’s Winter Stroll Week-
end on Nantucket Island, 
and the Quinn family is 
gearing up for the week-
end, which will include 
the christening of the fi rst 
granddaughter. The family 
— both blood and extended 
— includes a wide variety 
starting with patriarch 
Kelley Quinn, owner and operator of the Winter 
Street Inn. The weekend guests will include: fi rst 
wife Margaret (“CBS Evening News” anchor) and 
her boyfriend, Dr. Drake Carroll (famous pediatric 
surgeon); estranged second wife Mitzi and her boy-
friend, George (the inn’s former Santa Claus); son 
Kevin with girlfriend Isabelle and new baby, Gen-
evieve; daughter Ava, a schoolteacher; and daugh-
ter-in-law Jennifer Quinn and three sons: Barrett, 
Pierce and Jaime. Missing from the group is son 
Patrick, Jennifer’s husband, currently in jail for in-
sider trading, and son Bart, MIA in Afghanistan. 

And that doesn’t include the uninvited who will 
play a part in this weekend’s activities, which will 
include much drama no one can anticipate. There 
will be love, hate, jealousy, misunderstanding, 
drugs, liquor, unrequited love, tears, laughter and, 
of course, caroling in ugly sweaters!

It starts out with Kelley Quinn writing an annual 
Christmas letter. His mother started the tradition, 
and this year’s letter is probably harder than past 
ones as he writes, then deletes, many passages.

Hilderbrand’s knowledge of Nantucket and its 
very real Christmas Stroll shines through this story 
of a family in transition, trying to cope with the stig-
ma of a son in jail and the unknown fate of another, 
while trying to come together for the christening 
of another Quinn baby. It shows the strengths and 
weaknesses of any family — how things can get cra-
zy, and how what we thought we wanted turned out 
to be something else entirely.

It is easy to get caught up in the family’s crises 
and follow each person through the weekend, to see 
and feel their ups and downs, especially hard to 
deal with at this time of the year. It is a trip you will 
enjoy, sort of an everyman’s family happenings with 
a few quirks here and there just to spice things up!

Till next time, happy reading and a very Merry 
Christmas to all!
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