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Learning Through Play
BellaBoo,s Lets Kids Be Kids

by Andrew Tallackson

Will and Natalie have a blast in the ball pit.

There is a pivotal moment, call it a gradual shift 
if you will, when childhood begins its inevitable 
march toward adolescence.

A stuffed animal sits neglected, coated in a thin 
layer of dust. Books scattered about the bedroom 
fl oor now contain chapters. Cartoons are OK, but 
pale next to movies and TV shows.

For parents, it is a bittersweet reminder that time 
gallops onward. Before long, your child, as others 
are wont to tell you, will graduate from high school, 

ready for whatever the world has in store for them.
BellaBoo’s, on the other hand, is a way to briefl y 

cheat the steady pace of time. In fact, say BellaBoo’s 
to a child in this neck of the woods, or point to it 
when visible from Interstate 65, and some magical 
spell overtakes them, their face consumed with joy.

BellaBoo’s, simply put, is a place where a kid can 
be a kid. The fun, though, is deliciously deceptive. 
The motto there is, “They’ll never know they’re learn-

Continued on Page 2
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Learning Continued from Page 1

ing...but we will.” Indeed, the emphasis is learning 
through play, that piquing natural curiosity spurs 
development in children.

That’s also why the full name is BellaBoo’s Play 
and Discovery Center. Located at Three Rivers 
County Park in Lake Station, the bright, colorful 
23,000 square-foot facility was built by the Lake 
County Parks and Recreation Department.  The en-
trance fees aren’t much, and once inside, the next 
few hours zip by in a blur.

My wife, Alice, and I have been taking our 8-year-
old son Will there since he was 4. The latest journey 
began at around 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31. We were 
joined by longtime friend and Beacher colleague  
Drew White and his daughter, Natalie. Will and 
Natalie are ideal matches, linked in some ways by 
the precociousness of Only Child Syndrome. Will, 
for instance, tells people Natalie will be his fi rst lady 
when he makes his bid for president at 35. Natalie 
informed us three weeks ago that she and Will are 

Natalie and Will have fun in the water table room.

dating...although they have an open relationship so 
they can see other people, a nugget of information 
we preferred to pass on in silence.

Any adult who has taken a child to BellaBoo’s 
knows the moment of arrival is sensory overload. 
Kids are chomping at the bit to get inside, unable to 
decide which play area to sample fi rst. It requires 
quick-thinking action on behalf of the adult(s) to or-
chestrate some semblance of organized chaos.

The staff — courteous and helpful, with welcom-
ing smiles on their faces — quickly place wristbands 
on everyone present. The purpose is two-fold. The 
wristbands let staff know visitors have paid their 
admission. They also serve, upon leaving, as a safe-
ty measure to verify children are leaving with the 
same adult(s) who brought them there.

Once inside, let the sensory overload commence. 
A wall of sound envelopes you: laughter, shouts, 
squeals of delight, parents barking commands un-
heeded by bouncing-off-the-walls children. At the 
center of the building is the cafe and courtyard. The 
play areas appear immediately to the left and trail 
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Signs outside each play area let parents know what skills they gain.

along the courtyard in the shape of an inverted U.
Alice, an elementary school teacher, made a bee-

line for the courtyard, armed with a stack of pa-
pers to grade. That left Drew and me to negotiate 
Will and Natalie’s confl icting choices of which play 
area to hit fi rst. Natalie pleaded with us to head to 
the water table room. Will shook his head, point-
ing instead to the massive play area with the ball 
pit. Having ignored my advice earlier about compro-
mise, I said nothing to Will, instead shooting him 
“the look.” Parents know what I’m talking about, 
the look that says, “Try me.”

We went to the water table room.
Kids who’ve experienced it before know what to 

do. They gravitate to the walls lined with smocks, 
choosing the one that fi ts best. The room tempera-
ture is balmy, the mood serene. Water gently cas-
cades down a wall and into a foamy base before a 
current forms, the steady stream winding through 
three levels of obstacles. Parents lean against the 
walls, snapping photos as their children grab plas-
tic boats and submarines or rubber sharks, maneu-
vering them along the tables.

Natalie and Will raced back and forth, rarely 
staying put for more than fi ve seconds. They seemed 
content...until Will approached Natalie, who was 
tugging at her smock, which was falling from her 
shoulders. “Let’s go to the play area,” he said. “Let’s,” 
Natalie replied, her face alive with mischief. Their 
time at the water tables had lasted all of two min-
utes. Tossing their smocks on the fl oor, they headed 
for the exit...until Drew and I ushered them back to 
hang their smocks on the wall — another cog in the 
wheel of that eternal struggle to remind children to 
pick up after themselves.

Will and Natalie were already in the play area by 
the time Drew and I arrived there. It is the favorite 
spot of every child at BellaBoo’s. The sign posted 
outside the room says the play structure “promotes 
physical development, coordination and under-
standing of spatial relationships.” Indeed, it is the 

Continued on Page 4

New Year,
New Rates!
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I returned to the play areas, fi nding 
Natalie and Will with Drew in the face-
painting section. The two sat at a table 
with fi ve other youngsters, facing a mirror 
that allowed them to better apply multi-
colored paints to their faces. One boy fan-
cied himself a vampire: his face white, pre-
tend blood trickling from his lips. Natalie 
carefully transformed herself into a cat. 
With reckless abandon, Will smeared red 
paint all over his face, the end result best 
described as that of an IU fan after a night 
of binge drinking. “I want red all over,” Will 
told me, responding to the puzzled look on 
my face. The boy next to him, just getting 
started, asked “You want it on your butt, 
too?” Every child, Will included, erupted 
with that nervous giggle, the kind that 

surfaces when children say something they know 
might raise objections from their parents.

It was at this time when we hit the 90-minute 
mark of our stay — a critical turning point for ev-
ery child and parent. Because BellaBoo’s challenges 
its young guests physically and intellectually, they 
start to grow weary. In the simplest terms, the kids 
are pooped out, but they won’t fess up to it. Admit-
ting as a child that you’re tired means the unthink-
able has arrived: time to head home. No child wants 

movie,” or “Excuse me, Miss, but I’m returning this 
because I don’t need it.”

It was then that Drew ran into an old high school 
buddy, the two catching up on life since Rogers  
High School. I decided to check on Alice. The court-
yard is a place I refer to as “the eye of the storm.” 
The calm amid the chaos. It somehow fi lters out the 
surrounding noise, giving parents a brief respite. 
Some adults sit in booths, gently rocking toddlers 
asleep in car seats. Others devour pizza or cookies. 
All seemed fi ne with Alice, who was steadily chip-
ping away at the stack of papers next to her that 
needed grading.

Learning Continued from Page 3

most physical of all the attractions. For the kids, 
though, it is the sight of that ball pit that drives 
them wild. They yank off their shoes and do every-
thing but shout “eureka” before diving into a sea of 
green, red, purple and blue. The looks on the faces 
of these kids is pure elation. They bathe in their 
surroundings, rolling around, fl ailing their arms, 
giggling with delight. Later, they stuff balls into a 
circular opening that sucks them away, the balls 
visible through billowy tubes hurtling them into a 
box where they are washed and cleaned, then sent 
back into the pit. It is a reminder of how BellaBoo’s, 
for a place teaming with children, is immaculate: 
clean and tidy to a fault.

The bulk of the room, however, is a maze-like 
structure that unfolds on three levels. It’s like a 
McDonald’s play area on steroids. Children climb 
through noodles, triangle-like bars and bulky roll-
ers, gleefully barreling down slides before starting 
all over again. A few brave souls enter the bright 
yellow plane suspended from above, peeking down 
at the parents below. Most children stick to the room 
like glue for what feels like hours. In actuality, it is 
more like 15 to 20 minutes. Even the most steadfast 
children crave the next adventure.

Will and Natalie arrive at the checkout aisle in the pretend market.

For Will and Natalie, it was the child-sized su-
permarket, construction zone and pizza parlor. It is 
here children shed their playful exteriors to comi-
cally mimic behaviors they’ve witnessed in adults. 
In the supermarket, they shove pretend bread and 
vegetables into baskets, grab DVD rentals — most-
ly Disney and Pixar favorites — then head to the 
checkout aisle. At one point, I had to stifl e a laugh 
as Will and Natalie uttered phrases like, “Oooh, I 
must have that,” or “I’ve been wanting to see this 

Will and Natalie apply face paint, with Natalie 
transforming herself into a cat.
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to do that, even though the tell-tale signs are pres-
ent on all fronts: whiny, indecisive behavior from 
the kids, adult faces buried in their phones, fi ring 
off text after text.

For the next 15 minutes, Will and Natalie couldn’t 
make up their minds, alternating between rooms 
with paint sets, miniature trains and building 
blocks. They eventually settled into a small puppet 
theater, yet couldn’t agree on a play: Will making up 
something about a magic show, Natalie an apparent 
domestic farce involving someone kissing someone 
else’s girlfriend.

Will shows Alice the end result of his time in the face-painting room.

Natalie briefl y spends time at the train tables.Continued on Page 6
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Learning Continued from Page 5

Natalie and Will plop down on a bench, hoping to stall 
their departure from BellaBoo’s.

By then, we’d been at BellaBoo’s two hours. It 
was 5 p.m. Natural sunlight fi ltering through the 
windows, contributing to the cheery atmosphere, 
had dimmed. Within a few hours, the snowstorm 
headed our way would make its presence known. 
Will and Natalie pleaded to stay longer. Even their 
last hurrah — a few more minutes in the ball pit — 
lacked the energy of their earlier visit. Natalie, in 
fact, collapsed into her father’s embrace, her eyes 
drooping.

“I think we can call it a day,” I said.
We met up with Alice, who collected all her pa-

pers and threw on her coat. We slowly made our 
way out of the building. An employee checked every-
one’s wristbands to make sure we were of the same 
party, then Natalie and Will plopped down on a 
cushy bench, as if to stall our departure one last bit. 
They were exhausted, but happy. In a brief surge of 
energy, Natalie leapt up, grabbed her father’s arm 
and shouted, “I can’t wait until we come back.” Will 
came to her side, grinning. “Me, too.”

They were still kids, no longer trying to prove to 
the world how much they’ve matured over the past 
year. Clasping Alice’s hand, I saw the young woman 
who checked our wristbands. She was watching us, 
smiling, waving good-bye. I smiled in return.

“We’ll be back,” I told her. “Defi nitely.”
Call (219) 963-2070 or visit www.MyBellaboos.

com for more information.

New Buffalo, MI | 10 N Whittaker Street | 269.469.3950 | ColdwellBankerOnline.com 
©2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo 

are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 
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New Buffalo                $589,000 
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New Buffalo                $699,000 
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Michigan City              $199,000 

346 E St Clair 
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3000 W Palmer Ave 
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LaPorte                       $378,900 
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Michigan City Art League
Michigan City Art League has announced its 

spring 2015 semester, which starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 2, at the Faith City Assembly of 
God pre-school building, 1314 S. Woodland Ave.

The schedule is:
• March 3 and 10 — Colored pencil with John 

Fanson. A cityscape is the focus. Supplies: colored 
pencils, eraser, pencil sharpener and quality pa-
per. Vellum will be available for purchase, and 
some colored pencils will be available to use.

• March 17 and 24 — Julia Holmaas, “Still Life in 
Watercolor.” Holmaas will focus on her wet-into-
wet style. Supplies: Regular watercolor materi-
als, as well as 140 quality watercolor paper.

• March 31 and April 7 — Watercolor/pastels with 
Wendy Kermen. The class explores combining the 
two media. Supplies: Hot press watercolor board 
(available for purchase), watercolors, pastels 
(some are available to borrow), brushes (No. 10 
and 12), 2-inch fl at and regular painting supplies.

• April 14 and 21 — Abstract acrylics with Ginny 
Scott. The focus is basic concepts and techniques. 
Suggested supplies: primary colors of acrylic 
paint; brushes (two fl at, one round and one medi-
um house paint brush), one or two palette knives, 
not too small, gloss or matte medium, palette 
for mixing paints, canvass or canvass board not 
smaller than 18-by-24, jars for water and paper 
toweling. Canvass paper with which to practice 
will be available.

• April 28 and May 5 — Flowers in oil/acrylics 
with Julia Kasniunas. Participants should take 
their regular palette of oil or acrylic paints, 
brushes and a small to medium canvas.

• May 12 — Colored pencils with Kristy Kutch. 
Sample colored pencils will be available; however, 
participants should take colored pencils, vellum 
or quality paper, eraser and pencil sharpener.

• May 19 — Kutch will present the program “From 
Art League Beginner to National Teacher and 
Author.” She also will lead students in a critique 
of their semester’s work, followed by an auction of 
donated art materials and books.
Yearly membership dues are $25. Spring semes-

ter fees are $30 for 12 weeks. Those interested may 
pay at class or by mail to: Michigan City Art League, 
P.O. Box 9720, Michigan City, IN 46360. Call Betty 
Thomas at (219) 879-0903 for more information.

Vintage Valentine Display
La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 

2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte, is displaying its vast 
collection of vintage valentines through February.

The valentines are on display in the museum’s 
period rooms. Paper lace cutouts with romantic say-
ings, three-dimensional standup cards and colorful, 
nostalgic images are highlighted.

A Valentines’s Day Tea is at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
14, in the museum’s meeting room. The program 
includes refreshments, music by Sentimental Jour-
ney and the reading of “The Great Loves of La Porte 
County.

In the museum gift shop, valentine reproductions 
are for sale, with some of the images from the La 
Porte County Historical Society archives. 

The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. Call (219) 324-6767 for 
admission prices, or visit www.laportecountyhis-
tory.org

Some of the many vintage valentines on display at 
La Porte County Historical Society Museum.

Live Debt Free. 
File Chapter 7 Bankruptcy this year and get rid of all bills.

Use part of your tax refund and pay 
off all your debts this year...

Call 219-879-2889 that is 879-ATTY 
to learn how to Get a Fresh Start!

DOUG BERNACCHI
BAPCPA Debt Relief Agency

215 W. 8th St., Michigan City

912 Franklin, Michigan City           (219) 879-2115

Open Tuesday - Friday 9 to 5, Saturday 10 to 4 

framer@sbcglobal.net
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Perfect Valentine’s Gift!
New Releases

12 x 18

Good Things Come  
in Small Sizes

The Framing Station 
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40  Marine Dr. Unit #4
The perfect getaway retreat! 3 bedroom 2 bath tastefully decorated, 

maintenance free condo. Living room has sliders to deck overlooking your 
boat slip and Trail Creek. Walk out the lower level and to your own 50ft  

boat slip or enjoy a game of tennis or a swim in the pool.

$219,900

                    

                                              at the Schoolhouse Shop
278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304

 (219) 926-5001 Closed Tuesdays

Dune

  Clothiers
apparel for

men & women

SALEUp to 60% Off
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

County-Wide Civil War Cultural Series
“1865 – The Civil War’s End in Arts and Music,”  

which marks a collaboration between Elkhart Civic 
Theatre, Elkhart County Symphony and other local 
arts groups, is designed to commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of the Civil War’s end.

The schedule (all times Eastern) is:
• “The Civil War: Words, Music and Motion” at 4 

p.m. Sunday, Feb. 15, at The Lerner, 410 S. Main 
St., Elkhart. The performance features Elkhart 
County Symphony with Elkhart Civic Theatre 
and the Conservatory of Dance. Ticket informa-
tion is available at TheLerner.com

• Civil War fi lm presentations on March 13-15 at 
Goshen Art House, 211 S. Main St., Floor 2, Gosh-
en. Information and tickets are available at (574) 
538-2434 or www.gah.mobi.

• “The Civil War in Pictures” on March 22-29 at 
Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main 
St., Elkhart. The exhibit features Civil War-era 
photographs and other artifacts. Visit www.mid-
westmuseum.us for more information.

• Stephen Sondheim’s “Assassins” on April 10-12 
and 17-19, presented by Elkhart Civic Theatre at 
Bristol Opera House, 210 E. Vistula St., Bristol. 
Times are 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 3 
p.m. Sunday. Visit ElkhartCivicTheatre.org for 
tickets or more information.

• “Row After Row” by Jessica Dickey, Elkhart Civic 
Theatre’s Second Stage staged reading, at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, April 14, at Bristol’s Old General 
Store. Visit ElkhartCivicTheatre.org for tickets.

• Civil War Commemorative Concert by Elkhart 
Municipal Band at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 19, at 
The Lerner. Information and tickets are available 
at TheLerner.com

• “Heartland: The Civil War” at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, June 26 and 27, at The Bristol Op-
era House. The play centers on the lives of 10 area 
residents, from the Civil War to the construction 
of Elkhart’s Civil War monument in 1889. Get 
tickets at ElkhartCivicTheatre.org or call (574) 
848-4116 weekday afternoons.
Elkhart County Historical Museum, 304 W. Vis-

tula St., Bristol, will have special exhibits at the 
museum and during performances at Bristol Opera 
House in April.
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General Admission  |  $45 
1:30pm – 5:00pm 

VIP Session  |  $75 
1:00pm – 3:00pm 

Brewmaster  |  $99 
Noon – 1:00pm 

Designated Driver  |  $15 
1:30pm – 5:00pm 

Tickets On Sale Now

Must be 21 years of age or older with a valid state or government issued 
photo ID to attend event. Don’t let the game get out of hand. 

For assistance call 800-994-8448.

PACKAGE INFORMATION

General Admission  Includes Pint Glass.

VIP Indiana  Access to Indiana Beer Tour. 

Beer Tour  Includes Pint Glass. 

  Early entrance at 1:00pm.

Brewmaster  Lunch with Lagunitas 

Lunch with  (12:00pm – 1:00pm). VIP access 

Tony Magee,   to Indiana Beer Tour. Includes Pint  

Founder of Lagunitas Glass & T-Shirt. Early entrance 

  at 1:00pm.

Designated Driver  Includes complimentary specialty   

  soda & water.

MICHIGAN CITY, IN   |   BlueChipCasino.com
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La Lumiere School on Jan. 29 hosted a screen-
ing of John D. Hancock’s latest fi lm, currently titled 
“Swan Song,” which co-stars La Lumiere sophomore 
Griffi n Carlson in a key role.

Shot in La Porte Coun-
ty and Southwest Michi-
gan in 2013, the movie 
tells the story of Julie (La 
Porte High School stu-
dent Grace Tarnow), a 
troubled 13-year-old girl 
whose mother dies of can-
cer and comes to live with 
her grandmother, Karen 
(Dorothy Tristan, who 
also wrote the screen-
play), a former star of 
stage and screen now 
showing signs of early 
Alzheimer’s disease. De-
spite initial diffi culties 
adjusting to her new en-
vironment, Julie comes 
to love her grandmother 
and her new home. Carl-
son portrays Anthony, Julie’s love interest.

Hancock joined Tarnow and Carlson to fi eld ques-

La Lumiere Hosts “Swan Song” Screening
tions from students, who also had the opportunity 
to help choose the fi nal title for the movie, which is 
expected to hit theaters in August 2016.

As a director, Hancock is best known for “Bang 
the Drum Slowly” (1973) 
starring Robert De Niro 
and Michael Moriarty. 
His other credits include 
“Let’s Scare Jessica to 
Death” (1971), “Baby Blue 
Marine” (1976) and “Cali-
fornia Dreaming” (1979). 
In the 1980s, Hancock 
directed episodes of “Hill 
Street Blues” and “The 
Twilight Zone.” He also 
directed the fi lm “Weeds” 
(1987) starring Nick 
Nolte and the Christmas 
classic “Prancer” (1989), 
which was set in Three 
Oaks, Mich., and fi lmed 
throughout the area. Two 
other fi lms, “A Piece of 
Eden” (2000) and “Sus-

pended Animation” (2001), were fi lmed in the area 
as well.

Director John Hancock appears with co-stars Grace Tarnow and Griffi n 
Carlson during a screening of “Swan Song” at La Lumiere School.

EASTERN TIMEEASASTTERN TIME

LAKE INTERIORS

15412 RED ARROW HWY  LAKESIDE, MI 49116
LAKEINTERIORSINC.COM  269.231.5434

 home decor and custom interior design

DESIGNING CITY TO SHORE

red heart sale
30% OFF STOREWIDE

THRU MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH

40 Years of Collecting

Free discussion with Patric McCoy, 
president of Diasporal Rhythms. 

Feb. 19 
 6-7:30 PM
(central time)

101. W 2nd St. Michigan City, IN 46360
219.874.4900 | lubeznikcenter.org

McCoy will discuss the influence collecting has in 
determining which artworks and artists come to be 

considered significant in art history.
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Register online at
FranciscanAlliance.org/NWISpiritofWomen
or call (800) 931-3322  
to reserve your seat today! 

This program is FREE, registration is required. 

Join Franciscan Alliance Spirit of Women for dessert 
and an inside look at this important health topic.

LOVE YOUR HEART:
Understanding the New
Prevention Guidelines

Aparajita Das, MD
Board Certified, Cardiovascular Disease, 
Nuclear Cardiology and Echocardiography

Learn about new treatment guidelines and  
how to calculate your risk of heart disease.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2015
6:30 to 7:30 pm

Franciscan St. Anthony Health
The Heart Center

1507 Wabash Avenue
Michigan City, Indiana

Listen Up, Ladies!Dessert with the Docs

DR. DAS
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Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered through Indi-

ana Dunes State Park:
Saturday, Feb. 14
• 10 a.m. — Winter Beach Walk.
Join a naturalist at the Beach Pavilion to explore 

last fall’s storm damage and possible ice shelf for-
mations. Visitors may view the ice from atop the pa-
vilion. The tour lasts 45 minutes.

• 2 p.m. — Valentine’s Snowshoe Shuffl e.
Meet at the Nature Center for an introduction 

to the mode of winter transportation. Visitors try 
on a pair, then take a short walk through the win-
ter woods. A short hike will be offered if there isn’t 
enough snow.

Sunday, Feb. 15
• 10 a.m. — Feed the Birds.
Join a naturalist outside the Nature Center for 

the daily feeding. Get close views of chickadees, car-
dinals and woodpeckers.

• 2 p.m. — Winter Alive.
Meet at the Nature Center auditorium for a look 

at how state park animals survive the winter. Live 
animals are part of the program.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

Poetry Reading
ArtsBridge will present the Sixth Annual Poetry 

Reading at 2 p.m. EST Sunday, Feb. 15, at First 
Presbyterian Church, 475 Green Ave. on Morton 
Hill in Benton Harbor, Mich.

The event was rescheduled from Feb. 1.
Poets of all ages are invited to listen, recite a fa-

vorite poem or read his/her original works. Past par-
ticipants included George Barfi eld, Pearl Blaylock, 
Bill Brady, David Brady, Debra Davis, Sue Goens, 
Darlene Hawkins, Marnie Heyn, Jeanette Holton, 
Isabel Jackson, the Rev. Laurie Hartzell, Julie Kor- 
tidis, Linda Lobik, Gary McCormick, Maggie Men- 
dus and the Rev. Emeritus Doug Petersen.

Admission is free, but donations are accepted. A 
reception follows the program. Call (269) 925-7075 
or visit First Presbyterian Church in Benton Har-
bor on facebook.

LOT FOR SALE

Marquette Drive,  New Buffalo, MI

Lot extends from the river to 
Marquette Road. Build a dock and  

sail out to Lake Michigan, or swim on 
your own private beach!

(708) 557-6553

LCSO Interim Executive Director 
Tim King has been named La Porte County Sym-

phony Orchestra’s interim executive director, allow-
ing for the creation of a committee to search for a  
permanent replacement. 

King has been an active 
LCSO volunteer who has or-
ganized a series of fundrais-
ing events for the symphony. 
He has more than 30 years of 
artistic administrative experi-
ence, primarily in Louisville, 
Ky. During this time, he was 
associated with The Louisville 
Orchestra (executive director), 
The Kentucky Center for the 
Arts (senior vice president) 
and the Jefferson County Pub-

lic School District (Director-Performing Arts with 
105,000 students).

King, who moved to Rolling Prairie in 2013, also 
is a vocal performer who has soloed on more than 
130 occasions with orchestras from New York to 
California.

Leaving the position to pursue 
new opportunities at the end of 
December was Lee Bauman, who 
served the LCSO since 2008 and 
worked for the orchestra in other 
capacities for the past decade. 
In 2013, she founded Leota Arts 
Management, where she repre-
sents opera singers, conductors 
and composers. She also is pursu-
ing her lifetime passion as a wa-
tercolor artist. The orchestra’s  musicians thanked 
her at the November concert for her dedication to 
LCSO’s development.
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Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are through Indiana 

Dunes National Lakeshore:
• Learn about nature, and how to explore 

its beauty on snowshoes, at 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 14, at the Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center.

A brief indoor program is followed by a ranger- 
led hike on snowshoes through fi elds and woods. A 
limited number of snowshoes are available for loan, 
or participants can take their own. A hike will be 
offered if there is not enough snow.

• Douglas Center Open House from 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. every Saturday at the Paul H. Doug-
las Center for Environmental Education.

Explore the center and view interactive exhib-
its, a park video and live animal room. If there is 
enough snow, visitors can borrow cross-country skis 
or snowshoes to explore the Miller Woods Trail just 
outside the center. Warm up inside with a snack 
and hot chocolate or coffee.

Through March, hands-on exhibits feature other 
national parks with African-American connections, 
complete with an indoor scavenger hunt for prizes.

• The free Junior Ranger Program from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at Visitor Center and Paul 
H. Douglas Center.

A variety of Junior Ranger programs exist, from 
a short Beachcombers Activity Page to an extensive 
Junior Rangers Booklet. Complete a program and 
earn a prize. Stop by the Visitor Center or Douglas 
Center to pick up a free program booklet.

• “Kid’s Rule” from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday at the 
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.

Join a ranger in the Visitor Center’s activity room 
for stories and activities. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street 
north of U.S. 12 in the Miller Beach neighborhood 
of Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Beginning Drawing Class
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St., will of-

fer a fi ve-week Beginning Drawing class with An-
drew Biancardi starting from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 16.

The course will provide an overview of materials, 
techniques and methods of using various drawing 
implements to the best advantage. It also will dis-
cuss how to compose a picture and the elements for 
a successful rendering.

Supplies are not included. The class cost is $65, 
with members receiving a $5 discount. Call the cen-
ter at (219) 926-4711 to register. Visit www.chester-
tonart.com for more information.

SAVE MONEY NOW WITH 
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

219-874-2454 
219-926-2550

www.MichianaMechanical.com

$25 OFF
repairs that are $50.00 or over. Excludes Diagnostic Fee.

 
Not valid on prior service or with other offers. Offer good at Michiana Mechanical.

SERVICE REPAIR

Purchase a brand new in-the-box

               Furnace at

2014 prices.
Don’t wait until the 2015 price 

increase! Purchase your new 95% to 
98% high-effi cient furnace at 

2014 prices.
Yes, that’s right…Not only will you save 
money on the cost of your new furnace, 

but every month your new furnace is 
operating you’re saving on your gas bill. 

You can’t lose! 

Maybe you’re worried about your old 
furnace breaking down on the next cold 

day and investing money in that old beast. 
Our new Lennox furnaces are backed by a 
10-Year Manufacturer’s Parts Warranty and 
our Exclusive 2-Year Labor Warranty. Plus, 
Special Financing Options are Available.

Act Now ... 2014 Prices End Soon! 
Call Today For A FREE Home 

Comfort Evaluation.
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Historical Society Annual Meeting
Weather permitting, the La Porte County Histori-

cal Society Inc. annual meeting is at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, at the La Porte County Historical Society 
Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte.

William Boklund will present the program “Pro-
hibition Days in La Porte County.” It will include 
information about Attorney Lemuel Darrow, who 
died in 1935 while serving his 17th year as La Porte 
mayor. His relationship with John B. Dilworh, 
prominent La Porte attorney and prosecuting at-
torney, and Thomas B. McDonald, who was elected 
sheriff in 1930, and sought the mayor’s offi ce in 
1934, will be included.

Membership is encouraged, but guests don’t have 
to be members to attend. Visit www.laportecounty-
history.org for more information.

“A Most Wanted Man”
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St., 

as part of its winter fi lm series, will show the late 
Philip Seymour Hoffman’s “A Most Wanted Man” at 
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 15.

The free screening is in conjunction with the Pur-
due University-North Central Odyssey Arts and 
Cultural Events Series.

In the spy thriller based on John le Carre’s novel, 
Hoffman plays Gunther Bachmann, an intelligence 
expert in Hamburg, the city where the 9/11 terror-
ists organized their attack. Bachmann fi nds what 
may be the biggest case of his career when a Russian 
with a dark past comes to Hamburg to seek asylum 
and his father’s fortune from a German bank.

The fi lm centers on the intrigue involving Bach-
mann’s pursuit off this man, and what he discov-
ers amid a number of characters of various intent. 
Robin Wright co-stars as a CIA agent.

The movie is rated R for language. A complete 
schedule of PNC Odyssey events is available at 
www.pnc.edu. Call Judy Jacobi, PNC assistant vice 
chancellor of marketing and campus relations, at 
(219) 785-5200, Ext. 5593, for more information.

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Egg-ceptional Engineering
Barker Middle School students recently partici-

pated in a “Humpty Dumpty” egg drop engineering 
challenge, testing devices designed to protect an egg 
dropped from the top of the school’s gym bleachers.

Homeroom teams were able to protect their frag-
ile cargo using only the materials provided: fi le fold-
ers, drinking straws, rubber bands, string and a 
plastic shopping bag. 

The winning design was engineered by Valerie 
Mecklenburg’s students. It featured a lightweight 
basket fashioned out of drinking straws and a rub-
ber band. It fl oated softly to the fl oor, thanks to its 
plastic-bag parachute. 

As part of Barker’s STEM curriculum focus, stu-
dents participate in monthly engineering, math  
and science challenges. Next up is a paper airplane 
contest.

“We plan to invite some teams from our commu-
nity to enter designs for that,” Barker Curriculum 
Coach Amy Hamann said. “It’s all about showing 
our students a real-world application for math and 
science, and showing them how much fun they can 
have in the process.”

Pictured are competition fi nalists (from left) Valorie Burdick (representing 
Team Mecklenburg), Claire Westphal (representing Team Parker), and 

John Bruning (representing Team Frever).

Estate Sales
by 

Estate Collection Inc.
We offer a free consultation. We are certifi ed 
appraisers in the antique and estate sale 
business since 1978.

Contact Us Today!
(312) 953-7306/estatecollectn@aol.com
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Michigan City Public Library
The following program is available at Michigan 

City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays, Feb. 11, 

18 and 25.
Children birth to age 5 accompanied by an adult/

guardian can participate in stories, songs and crafts. 
Arrive a few minutes early to receive a name tag.

• Knitting Club for All Ages at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, Feb. 11, 18 and 25.

Take size 9 straight knitting needles, worsted 
yarn and tape measure (optional). Contact Joanne 
Hale at joeyAB1971@yahoo.com or (219) 814-4398 
for more information.

• Craft à la Carte: Valentine’s Craft at 3:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 12.

All materials are provided. The program is de-
signed for children 4-10. Children must be present 
to receive craft supplies.

• President’s Day Craft à la Carte at 10 a.m. 
Monday, Feb. 16.

All materials are provided. The program is de-
signed for children 4-10. Children must be present 
to receive craft supplies.

• Duneland Stamp Club at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 12.

The club meets the second Thursday of each 
month. New members are invited.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

Chamber Program on Fall China Trip
Learn about low-cost/high-value travel to China 

during a free informational meeting at 5:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 17, at the Michigan City Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, 200 E. Michigan Blvd.

The chamber is continuing its International 
Awareness Program by offering trips to China de-
parting Oct. 10. The general public is invited to join 
the nine-day trips, one of which includes a visit to 
the Terra Cotta Warriors in Xi’an.

Last year, chamber board member Cynthia Rob-
erts and husband, Tom, took the trip along with 23 
other area travelers. They will share photos from 
the experience, along with details for those inter-
ested in participating this year. Information will in-
clude itineraries and travel arrangements, as well 
as visa applications and procedures.

Reservations and a $300 deposit are due by June 
22. The trip includes English speaking tour guides, 
round-trip airfare from JFK to Beijing, four- and 
fi ve-star hotel accommodations, three full meals a 
day, Chinese domestic air and ground transporta-
tion and admission to tours and attractions. 

Contact the chamber at (219) 874-6221 for more 
information about the trip or to register for the Feb. 
17 meeting.

Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com
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Presidents Day Program
In keeping with Presidents Day, the Friends of 

New Buffalo Library will present “U.S. Presidents: 
The Great, Near-Great and Not-So-Great” at 1 p.m. 
EST Saturday, Feb. 14, in the library’s Pokagon 
Community Room, 33 N. Thompson St.

Tim Moore of Lake Michigan College will share 
his Presidential Ratings Game that ranks the na-
tion’s leaders, including Abraham Lincoln, Warren 
Harding, Harry Truman, Andrew Johnson, George 
Washington, Ronald Reagan and Thomas Jefferson.

The program is included in the Friends of the Li-
brary’s Community Forum. Other programs include 
(all times Eastern):
• Programs on “shape notes” in early American 

music at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 23.
• Deer-resistant plants at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 

13.
• The fi rst in a series of programs on the sustain-

ability project involving Harbor Country farmers, 
chefs and grocers at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 31.  
Call (269) 469-2933, follow the Friends of New 

Buffalo Library Facebook link at www.newbuffalo.
michlibrary.org or email new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.
com for more information.

Call for Artists
Southern Shore Art Association has issued a call 

to members and regional guest artists for its third 
annual “female as subject” exhibit in March at the 
SSAA gallery, 724 Franklin St.

The fi rst female-themed exhibit in 2013 was cited 
by The Chicago Tribune as its “pick of the week.”

The 2015 exhibit, titled “Herself: The Female in 
Image and Form” and chaired by Susan Block, is 
open to paintings, photography, sculpture and other 
media, which will be unveiled during a reception 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, March 6, as part of the Up-
town Arts District First Friday art walk.

Intake for submissions is from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 2. Guidelines and other information 
are available by contacting co-chair Staara at Sta-
ara@Staara.com, leaving a message at the gallery 
at (219) 879-4980 or through the SSAA website  at 
www.southernshoreartassociation.com

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

27 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach
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wwww.landheatingandair.com  
Serving LaPorte County…Since 2003 

Toll Free…1-855-349-8551 

A Woman's Boutique

14913 Lakeside Road, Lakeside, MI • 269-469-9779

OPEN
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EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!

Stop in for a great selection of 

Unique Clothes, 
Shoes & Accessories

Next to
Frecklefarm
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Close to 100 stu-
dents from Barker 
and Krueger middle 
schools attended a 
viewing of the Oscar-
nominated movie “Sel-
ma” on Feb. 4 thanks 
to the NAACP of La 
Porte County.

Former NAACP 
President Wesley 
Scully stressed the 
signifi cance of the 
movie during a town 
meeting in January. 
The association began 
raising funds to support the trip immediately af-
terward, with Vice President Brett Kelly and Com-
munications Chair La’Tonya Troutman spearhead-
ing the effort. Contributions were made by Horizon 
Bank, Mayor Ron Meer, City Clerk Gail Neulieb 
and City Council members Don Przybylinski, Pat 
Boy, Chris Schwanke and Ron Hamilton Jr.

Nominated for Best Picture, “Selma” is based on 
the 1965 Selma to Montgomery voting rights march-
es. Students attending the fi lm were selected from 
Barker and Krueger middle schools based on be-

NAACP Funds Middle School Viewing of “Selma” 
havior and academic 
performance. Both 
schools received fund-
ing for 50 students and 
chaperones. Before the 
movie, NAACP Presi-
dent Faye Moore spoke 
to the group about the 
history and importance 
of organizations such 
as the NAACP. Trout-
man discussed the sig-
nifi cance of voting. 

“The students and 
volunteers really en-
joyed the movie,” 

Troutman said afterward. “It had a powerful im-
pact, and I saw some students crying during scenes 
that powerfully depicted aspects of the civil rights 
struggle.” 

Troutman added that when she asked how many 
students learned something, every hand raised.

Close to 200 Michigan City High School students 
also saw “Selma” on Martin Luther King Jr. Day in 
January, thanks to funding from the Michigan City 
Human Rights Commission and the Committee on 
the Social Status of African American Males.

Krueger Middle School students gather after seeing “Selma” with NAACP 
Communications Chair La’Tonya Troutman (front row, kneeling, left) 

and NAACP President Faye Moore (standing, far right).

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
1106 E US Hwy 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com 
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035  
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6, Sat. 9-6 Sunday 12- 4

RECLINING
• Sofas
• Loveseats
• Sectionals
• Recliners
• Home
   Theater   
   Seating
IN DURABLE
FABRIC OR DURA-
BLEND LEATHER

KICK 
BACK!

POWER
OPTION AVAILABLE 
ON SOME MODELS!
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La Porte Service League celebrated its 81st production the fi rst week of February with an original show, 
“Pirates!,” attracting thousands of children from La Porte and Porter counties.

Photos by 
Bob Wellinski
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What’s Cooking
by Jim LaRocco

What
by

Here we are, just a few days away from Valen-
tine’s Day. I am sure there are still guys who might 
be having a little trouble fi guring out what to buy 
their sweetie. Maybe they don’t have the extra cash 
for a fancy dinner, fl owers or even a card.

Don’t sweat it!  
Some guys think an expensive meal is the answer. 

It’s not. I am here to tell you there are simple things 
you can do to make this Valentine’s Day memorable. 
Hint: A medium-sized heart-shaped cookie cutter is 
your friend. Trust me on this. 

My great idea? Make her a home-cooked meal.  
Say what? A home-cooked meal? Are you crazy? I 
can’t even boil water, you say, and all those knobs 
on the front of the stove are confusing.

Relax.
Take a deep breath.
Keep on reading.
You can do it. Even if your meal is an epic fail and 

cockroaches won’t go near it, your effort will not go 
unappreciated. I am going to share a few ideas that 
are sure to get you a deposit in the “marriage bank,” 
maybe even a “get out of jail free card.” The latter 
will require a higher level of effort and diffi culty.

Trust me. You can put a smile on the face of your 
wife/girlfriend that will last for days. Plus, she will 
have bragging rights at work when the subject of 
“what did you do for Valentine’s Day” comes up.

If you have at least some rudimentary cooking 
skills, know where the cookware is stored and if you 
know what those knobs on the front of the stove are 
for, you might just make it. I have a few ideas that 
are as simple as boiling water. You can boil water, 
right?

Now, for that heart-shaped cookie cutter. How 
about making a Valentine’s Day breakfast? Place 
some sliced bread on a cutting board and use the 
cookie cutter to cut out heart shapes from the middle 
of toast. You can use these cutouts to make French 
toast or regular toast. If you make French toast, cut 
up some fresh fruit, like bananas and strawberries, 
and place them neatly on the plate.  

Scrambled eggs, 
heart-shaped 
toast and freshly 
squeezed orange 
juice.

Scrambled eggs and toast is a simple, quick and 
easy breakfast. Make toast out of the heart-shaped 
bread cutouts. Serve with a glass of freshly squeezed 
orange juice. You can use that handy little heart-
shaped cookie cutter to make pancakes also.

How about some heart-shaped grilled cheese 
sandwiches and tomato soup? Use your heart-
shaped cookie cutter and cut out the middle of a 
slice of bread to make a heart. You can also use it to 
cut heart-shaped pieces of cheese to fi t.

Tomato soup and grilled cheese sandwich.

 Remember, it takes two pieces per sandwich. 
Butter the heart, place some cheese between the 
slices (on the unbuttered side) and place it in a pan 
and grill. If the sandwiches start to turn black, the 
pan starts to smoke and the smoke detector goes off, 
you might have overcooked them just a bit. Remem-
ber, the smoke detector is not to be used as a timer.

If making the sandwiches and soup at the same 
time are too much to handle, heat up the tomato 
soup fi rst, then turn the burner on low while you 
make the sandwiches. See? Told you it was as sim-
ple as boiling water. 

When the sandwiches are fi nished, place a soup 
bowl in the middle of a plate, pour some soup into 
the bowl and place the sandwiches around the bowl. 
If the plate is too small, put the sandwiches on a 
separate plate. 

If you have absolutely no culinary skills at all, 
head out to your favorite grocery store and pick 
up some chicken salad from the deli, or even some 
luncheon meats. Using your heart-shaped cookie 
cutter, make some hearts out of bread and make a 
sandwich. Get some chips and a bottle of wine...and 
there you go.

If you happen to be a grillmaster, you can make 
some heart-shaped hamburgers with the heart-
shaped buns. If you have enough skill to make 
heart-shaped burgers, think about a heart-shaped 
meat loaf with mashed potatoes. Not a hard meal 
to make. Here again, making mashed potatoes is as 
simple as boiling water. See? I told you. 
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Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

As a grillmaster, you can cook a couple of fi lets 
on the grill and make some lobster, shrimp or even 
crab legs. Again, just like boiling water.

Don’t forget that Google is your friend and You-
Tube has how-to videos. There are millions of reci-
pes waiting for you on the Internet. Now, if you have 
no cooking or computer skills, it might be time to 
order that heart-shaped pizza.

If you have a special someone, like I do, who loves 
chocolate and strawberries, make some for her 
yourself. You can buy chocolate in the fruit section 
of most grocery stores to melt in the microwave. It 
comes in milk chocolate, dark chocolate and white 
chocolate.

Chocolate-covered strawberries.

Rinse and dry the strawberries. Make sure they 
are completely dry before you try to dip them in 
chocolate. Make sure you leave the stems on. This 
makes great-tasting strawberries at a fraction of 
the cost of buying them already made. Here is the 
best part: You will get bonus points for being so 
thoughtful.

Follow the directions and place the dipped straw-
berries on a piece of waxed paper until dry. Hint: 

Don’t move them around. Let them dry completely.  
The waxed paper will make them easy to remove.

Keep in mind you do not have to limit the fruit 
dipping to strawberries. Pineapple and bananas 
work well, too. Hint: Strawberries, like diamonds, 
should be as big as possible.

If the thought of making chocolate-dipped straw-
berries frightens you, get her favorite ice cream and 
put some in your handy heart-shaped cookie cutter 
and place in the freezer for later.

You can fi nd cookies in the refrigerator section of 
your favorite store. You can use your trusty heart-
shaped cookie cutter on these, too, or just buy the 
ready made Valentine’s Day cookies.

Guys, your wife/girlfriend will appreciate the ef-
fort, even it if doesn’t turn out exactly the way it 
should. It will bring out her motherly side. Remem-
ber when you made those things for your mother 
in grade school, and they never really looked like 
how it was supposed to? Your sweetie will love it the 
same way your mother did. It is the thought that 
counts. Who knows. It could be such an epic fail that 
it will bring tears of laughter to your eyes many Val-
entine’s Days from today. Remember, the way to a 
woman’s heart is through her stomach.

My wife, Sue, has benefi ted in the last few weeks 
while I was writing this column. She has eaten three 
Valentine’s Day meals and had countless chocolate-
covered strawberries. “It was a tough job,” she said, 
“but someone had to do it.”

I cook for Sue almost every day. Usually on Val-
entine’s Day, she gets fi ve-cheese seafood fettuccine, 
a Caprese salad and some type of dessert, either ge-
lato, sorbet or chocolate-covered fruit. I was think-
ing, I could really surprise her this Valentine’s Day 
and not cook at all. I mean, she’s had three meals 
already!

Until next time, enjoy (if I am still here).
Contact Jim at jim@jimlarocco.com
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Brown Bag Lunch Gardening Series
The second program in La Porte County Master 

Gardeners’ “brown bag” lunch series, “Pruning and 
Deadheading,” is from noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 11, at Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St.

Master Gardener Adi Veenendaal will discuss 
“pinching and pruning,” sharing methods and tools 
to accomplish the gardening task.

Ensuing sessions, both from noon to 1 p.m., are:
• Wednesday, March 18 — “Insect Management 

in the Vegetable Garden,” Purdue Extension-La 
Porte County offi ce, 2857 W. Indiana 2, La Porte.

• Wednesday, April 15 — “Learning to Grow (and 
Growing to Love) Herbs,” Michigan City Public 
Library.
Guests can take a lunch. The cost is $5. Sessions 

include informational handouts. No pre-registra-
tion is required.

Call Purdue Extension – La Porte County at (219) 
324-9407, or download a fl yer at www.extension.
purdue.edu/laporte. Click on the “Garden” heading 
at the top of the web page.

Stained Glass Class
Judy Gregurich and Mark Montgomery will teach 

a six-week Stained Glass Class beginning from 7 to 
9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 17, at Chesterton Art Center, 
115 S. Fourth St.

Students can design and make a stained glass 
window, or create a 3-D, polar-style sundial that 
will tell local solar time. In either instance, stu-
dents will learn to cut glass and use the copper foil 
method with solder. All supplies are included, but 
participants are encouraged to take a protractor 
and ruler to the fi rst class.

The cost is $110 for members and $125 for non-
members. Call (219) 926-4711 to register. Visit www.
chestertonart.com for more information.

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Ginny Scott Solo Show
La Porte artist 

Ginny Scott will ex-
hibit a solo show 
of abstract/action 
paintings through 
April at Vickers The-
atre, 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich.

Scott has exhib-
ited widely through-
out the Westchester 
County, N.Y., area in 
galleries and group 
and solo shows before 
relocating to Chicago 
and Indiana. She has 
won many fi rst-place 
honors and honor-
able mentions for her work, and taught art private-
ly and in her studios.

Since moving to Indiana, she has exhibited 
throughout the area. A recent solo show was last 
year at Purdue University-North Central. She is 
a juried member of the Area Artists Association of 
the Lubeznik Center for the Arts, a juried member 
of Northern Indiana Artists Inc., Krasl Art Center, 
Berrien Artists Guild and Chesterton Art Center.

 POSH!POSH!
Upscale Consignment Boutique
 109 N. Barton Street
 New Buffalo, MI 49117
 (Located across from Brewster’s Cafe) 

 269-469-0505

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY, 12-5PM

             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com

Your Good Clothes Deserve POSH!POSH!
Skip the mall and come to POSH! POSH! 

for one-of-a-kind shopping!

Happy and Healthy 2015 to all. Happy and Healthy 2015 to all. 

 Tired of your winter wear?  Tired of your winter wear?  
Visit POSH! for an additional piece or two Visit POSH! for an additional piece or two 

to perk up your wardrobe.to perk up your wardrobe.
Taking select winter items through Taking select winter items through 

February. Spring is creeping in.February. Spring is creeping in.
We’re stylin’!We’re stylin’!

Taking winter consignments: 
please call for appointment.

Come See Us!
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Reading Tutoring Service

Westchester Public Library will continue its 
reading tutoring service for children preschool age 
through 12th grade.

The program is designed for children needing 
help with reading scores or reading levels/skills. 
Those interested may fi ll out an application, which 
is available at the circulation desks at Thomas Li-
brary, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton, and Hage-
man Library, 100 Francis St., Porter.

Volunteers will be responsible for one-on-one tu-
toring during assigned hours at the library. They 
will cater to each student’s individual needs, help 
develop reading skills and confi dence and foster 
a love of reading and enhanced self-esteem. Tu-
tors must have an honest desire to help students 
achieve their reading goals, and have patience and 
a positive attitude. It is preferred they have previ-
ous reading tutoring experience or other experience 
working with/teaching children. Individuals who 
possess, or who are pursuing a degree, in elemen-
tary education or a similar fi eld are encouraged to 
apply, as well as retired educators. All volunteers 
must pass a background check.

Call Thomas Library at (219) 926-7696 or Hage-
man Library at (219) 926-9080 for more information.

The Michigan City High School Marine Corps Ju-
nior Reserve Offi cer Training Corps earned awards 
at the Chicagoland military drill Jan. 31 at Forest 
View Education Center, Arlington Heights, Ill.

Twenty three schools from Indiana and Illinois 
competed. MCHS earned fourth place in Unarmed 
Platoon and fi fth place in Color Guard. Those units 
were commanded by Capt. Cody Joseph and 2nd Lt. 
Quinton Dixon, respectively.

Also, Capt. Alex Wyman earned fi rst place in in-
dividual competition out of 300 cadets. The team’s 
35 cadets also competed in armed platoon, person-

JROTC Earns Awards at Drill

nel inspection, unarmed exhibition and “B” Color 
Guard.  

“This is probably the most competitive meet we 
will participate in this year,” Senior Marine In-
structor Maj. Tom McGrath said. “The Navy schools 
use this as a qualifying meet to earn a place in their 
national meet in Orlando, Fla., so many of the Navy 
schools were at the top of their game. Still, our ca-
dets really held their own, and were competitive in 
most of the other events where we did not place.”

The cadets next will travel to Indianapolis on 
Feb. 21 for the Pike High School meet.

The Color Guard conducts “Present Arms.”



February 12, 2015Page 26
THE

Addition to Beacher Article
In the Feb. 5 article on new Lubeznik Center for 

the Arts Executive Director Erika Hanner, we would 
like to add that the late Dolly Marshall served as in-
terim director for 20 months before Carolyn Saxton 
came on board.

Taltree Arboretum & Gardens
Taltree Arboretum & Gardens, 450 W. County 

Road 100 North near Valparaiso, will host a special 
President’s Day storytime at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Feb. 16.  

Kids can enjoy the day off from school in the De-
pot Visitors Center. A story about presidents will 
be accompanied by a short craft and snack time. A 
preview is planned of the Lincoln Funeral Train Vi-
gnette, specially restored for the 150th anniversary 
of the Lincoln Funeral Train this year. 

After story time, visitors can hike with a natu-
ralist and learn about Taltree’s three ecosystems: 
woodlands, wetlands and prairie. The 1.5 mile walk 
also will feature discussion on animals active dur-
ing winter.

The President’s Day program is open to ages 
4-10. The cost is $7 per child. Adults are free with 
paid admission. The eco-systems hike is free with 
paid admission. Seating is limited. Reservations are 
required. Visit Taltree.org or call (219) 462-0025.

River Valley Garden Club
Ryan Postema, Chikaming Openlands land-pro-

tection specialist, will speak at the River Valley 
Garden Club meeting at noon EST Tuesday, Feb. 
17, at Harbert Community Church, 6444 Harbert 
Road, Sawyer, Mich.

The meeting will include a Valentine Day lunch. 
Postema will discuss wildlife habitat restoration 
and invasive species control, as well as native land-
scaping.

Anyone interested in gardening is welcome. 
Guests learn more about the club’s mission and up-
coming projects, including the annual May plant 
sale. Contact Elizabeth Palulis at (269) 426-3513 or 
evpalulis@yahoo.com for more information, or visit     
www.rivervalleygardenclub.org

$250 Off Extra Large 
Pizza

$200 Off Large Pizza
$150 Off Medium Pizza

$100 Off Small Pizza
Not Good With Any Other Offer

FAMILY SPECIAL
Large 2 Topping Pizza
Dozen Buffalo Wings

Hot - BBQ - Teriyaki

$2450
+ Tax

Not Good With Any Other Offer

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY
DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

LUNCH BUFFET 11 AM-2 PM MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

Sunday Noon- 10 pm • M-Th 11 am-10 pm • F-S 11-12 Midnight

5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

Alcoa Foundation Awards Grant
Leadership La Porte County has recognized Al-

coa Foundation for awarding a community grant for 
Leadership La Porte County Youth programming.

The grant provides funding for youth program-
ming through May. Leadership La Porte County 
youth programs include a middle-school summer 
camp, monthly community leadership sessions for 
camp graduates hosted during the school year and a 
high school series of workshops each spring.

These programs are funded solely by community 
grants. Middle-school students interested in the 
next camp in August are welcome to participate. In-
formation will be sent to local schools in the spring.

Visit www.leadershiplaportecounty.com, call 
(219) 325-8223 or email info@leadershiplaporte-
county.com for more information.

Alcoa staff members presenting funds to Leadership La Porte County 
Executive Director Monica Komasinski (third from left) for Leadership 

Youth Programming are John Sharman (from left), Kelly Hague, Yvette 
Saxer-Perez, Sheri Saliwanchik and Tera Grinnell.

Construction | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Jim Kypuros  
NMLS #188255  
C: 708.205.0417 

laportesavingsbank.com



February 12, 2015 Page 27
THE

Valentine Tea
The United Methodist Women will present 

their free Valentine Tea, now in its 65th year, at 1 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 14, at First United Methodist 
Church, 121 E. Seventh St., Michigan City. 

The event will include devotion, followed by a 
performance from Hobart High School Choral Wolf-
pack, then fellowship with tea sandwiches and 
snacks.

Call the church at (219) 872-7200 for additional 
information.

Lecture on Virginia Woolf, Air Power
Purdue University-North Central will host Eliza-

beth Evans’ free lecture “Virginia Woolf ’s Airplanes: 
Air Power and Aerial Views Between the World 
Wars” at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 17, in Technology 
Building Room 301.

Evans, University of Notre Dame assistant teach-
ing professor, will examine how the growing impor-
tance of military air power affected art and litera-
ture in Britain during the years between World War 
One and Two. Her research focuses specifi cally on 
the work of feminist writer Virginia Woolf, who ex-
periments with the airplane as model for novelistic 
point of view in “Mrs. Dalloway” and “The Years.”

In a recent essay in the journal Modern Fiction 
Studies in 2013, Evans argues that Woolf is at-
tracted to and troubled by the aerial point of view. 
She admired its aesthetic possibilities, but was dis-
turbed by its seemingly necessary links to warfare.

Evans is an active member of the community of 
Woolf scholars and recently edited a volume of es-
says from the annual international conference on 
Woolf. She is working on a book about aerial views 
in British and Anglophone writing from the early 
20th century to the present.

Her PNC lecture is sponsored by the Chancel-
lor’s Diversity Fund. Additional information can be 
obtained by contacting Heather Fielding, PNC as-
sistant professor of English, at hfi eldin@pnc.edu or 
(219) 785-5327.

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. Hol-
mesville Road, La Porte. Call (219) 
325-8315 or visit www.laportecoun-
typarks.org for more information.

Stroller, Baby and You
Aimed at toddlers and preschoolers, programs in-

clude music, dance, storytelling and a hike (weather 
permitting).

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Monday, 
March 2, 16 and 30, and April 6, 13 and 27 at Red 
Mill County Park. Call at least one week in advance 
to register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate.

Programs are from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at Red Mill 
County Park. The cost is $5 per child/per program. 
Pre-registration and payment are required at least 
one week in advance or until full, whichever comes 
fi rst. The lineup is:
• March 11 — “Insect Insight.”
• April 1 — “Turtle Talk.” 
• April 15 — “Spring Has Sprung.”

Senior Lifestyles
Join the free 55+ Club, a social club designed for 

adults 55 and older to learn and explore various 
types of nature. Free coffee is served to participants.

The group meets from 9 to 10 a.m. at Luhr Coun-
ty Park Nature Center, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West, La Porte. Call at least one week in advance to 
register. The schedule is:
• March 4 — “Sleep Disorders and Their Effects on 

Your Health” with Mindi Whittacker.
• April 1  — “Heart Disease Risk Factors —  Know 

Your Numbers” with cardiovascular nurse navi-
gator Nancy Blossom.

• May 6 — “Gardening” with Sacha Burns of Sunk-
issed Organics.

Daddy Daughter Dance — “Princess Style”
An evening of dancing, refreshments and pic-

tures is from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, March 6, at 
Red Mill County Park.

The cost is $15 per couple, or $5 for each addition-
al daughter. Pre-registration is required at least one 
week in advance or until full, whichever comes fi rst.

Since 1950

1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com
Your One-Stop Shop for the Finest Floor & Window Coverings

Flooring Sale
Carpet • Laminate • Vinyl • Bamboo

Hardwood • Cork and Area Rugs
20% off

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair
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“We Run the Show” Exhibit
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St., will host 

its “We Run the Show” exhibit — eclectic works by 
the staff and board of directors — through Feb. 28.

Among those featured are John Mullin (watercol-
ors and sculpture), Judy Gregurich (stained glass), 
Chris Acton (weaving), Marcia Cassasa (weav-
ing), Dan Bruhn (photography), Wendy Marciniak 
(mixed media), Mark Montgomery (stained glass 
sundials), Dick Church (watercolors), Sandi Church 
(rug hooking), Rita Berg (painting), Sheryl Draschil 
(painting), Lu DeWulf (painting), Alex Newman 
(pysanky eggs), Kathy Los-Rathburn (watercolors), 
Kathy Garzella (quilting), Toni Clem (sculpture), 
Kathi Millet (jewelry) and Mara Wible (jewelry). 

Board members who are not working artists 
will include a photograph of themselves (taken by 
Bruhn, a photographer on the board), along with  a 
statement revealing what he/she loves about being 
part of the center, specifi cally as a board member. 

Visit www.chestertonart.com for more information.

“Passing Strange” Auditions
Festival Players Guild seeks black singer-actors 

between the ages of 18 and 50 for its upcoming mu-
sical, “Passing Strange.”

Open auditions are at 1 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day, Feb. 14-15 and 21-22, and 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
20, at Mainstreet Theatre, 807 Franklin St. 

The story involves a young bohemian who charts 
a course for “the real” through sex, drugs and rock 
‘n’ roll, venturing from black middle-class America 
to Amsterdam, Berlin and beyond.

The New York Times called “Passing Strange” 
“fresh, exuberant, bracingly inventive, bitingly fun-
ny and full of heart.”

Other audition times are available by appoint-
ment. Those interested must prepare two short vo-
cal pieces demonstrating the ability to handle ev-
erything from rock to gospel, and provide their own 
accompaniment. A piano will be available. No pre-
pared readings are necessary.

Performances are May 8-16. Email info@festival-
playersguild.org or call (219) 874-4269 for addition-
al information.

Annual Photography Clinic
The Sixth Annual Photography Clinic, an all-day 

event hosted by the Calumet Region Photo Club, is 
Saturday, Feb. 21, at The Center for Visual and Per-
forming Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Ind. 

The club is a non-profi t education organization 
and Chicago Area Camera Clubs Association mem-
ber.

Guest speakers at the clinic will include Rob-
ert Vanelli of Melbourne, Fla., a portrait specialist 
and lead photographer for Portrait Art Studio. His 
presentation,  “From Click to Print: The Five Ps,” 
teaches digital workfl ow covering plan, photograph, 
process, post and print. The program will apply to 
all photographic genres. Vanelli also will share in-
formation on effective use of social networking to 
publish, sell and market photographs. 

Presenter Ed Heaton of Chester County, Pa., 
specializes in landscape photography. He’ll share 
aspects of image design and the role light plays in 
creating dramatic, spectacular landscape images.  
For more than a decade, Heaton has been teaching 
photography classes, seminars and workshops.   

Vendors will display the latest in photography 
equipment and supplies. Also, amateur photogra-
phers and professionals will have the chance to net-
work. 

Visit www.calregionphoto.org for clinic details, 
including websites of the presenters and a clinic 
registration form, or for more information about the 
club. The mail-in or PayPal registration deadline is 
Friday, Feb. 13. A $60 fee includes all presentations, 
breakfast, luncheon and door prizes. 

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

Supporting Boys & Girls Club

The Boys and Girls Club of Michigan City recently received a $1,551 
donation from Buffalo Wild Wings of Michigan City. Restaurant Man-

ager Sean Shaia presented the donation to club board members Linda 
Bechinski, Michigan City Area Schools nursing director, and Rex Mor-
row of Purdue University-North Central. The club operates at Pine and 

Springfi eld elementary schools, as well as at the Charles Westcott Center 
in downtown Michigan City. Pictured are club members and their teachers 

accepting the donation from Buffalo Wild Wings staff.
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1-888-327-1010 • 1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN • 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Family Day at SBMA
South Bend Museum of Art has rescheduled its 

Family Day for 2 to 4 p.m. EST Sunday, Feb. 15.
Guests should meet in the upper-level studios to 

play and create with a unique, mysterious assort-
ment of art materials.

Admission is free, with a suggested donation of  
$5 for non-members. The museum is located in The 
Century Center, 120 S. St. Joseph St. Call (574) 235-
9102, visit southbendart.org or email info@southb-
endart.org for more information.

Hemminger Foundation Scholarships
The Susan Hay Hemminger Scholarship Founda-

tion, a non-profi t educational entity, is taking appli-
cations for partial-tuition scholarships.

Eligible to apply are:
• Legal La Porte County residents.
• Those who attend(ed) a high school with La Porte 

County in its borders. 
• Are accepted at/attend college full time for a two- 

or four-year degree.
Winners are chosen based on fi nancial need, aca-

demic achievement, service and leadership and abil-
ity and commitment. Applications must be complete 
with all attachments and postmarked by April 15 to 
be valid. They are available by:
• Asking for one at county high schools, libraries, 

Purdue University-North Central or Ivy Tech.
• Visiting the Unity Foundation website at www.

ufl c.net (click on “Grants & Scholarships,” then 
“Additional Scholarship Resources”).

• Writing for one at P.O. Box 9242, Michigan City, 
IN 46361.
All information must be mailed back to the P.O. 

Box address.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available through 

Westchester Public Library:
• Mad About Mysteries at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 

Feb. 11, and Saturday, Feb. 14, at Westchester 
Township History Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., 
Chesterton. 

Museum Curator Serena Sutliff will discuss “fun-
ny mysteries” from authors such as Kathleen Ba-
cus, Mike Befeler and Dixie Cash.

• History Discussion Group from 11 a.m. to 
12:30  p.m. Saturday, Feb. 14, in the Bertha 
Wood meeting room at Thomas Library, 200 W. 
Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Discussion will consider the various waves of Eu-
ropean immigrants, and how the government tried 
to control infl uxes of Asian immigrants in the late 
1800s and potential Communist immigrants in the 
1920s.

• Sunday Matinee, “A Walk Among the 
Tombstones,” at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 15, at 
the Library Service Center, 100 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

Popcorn will be available. The movie, which is 
rated R, has a running time of 114 minutes.

• Tech Help Desk from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues-
days, Feb. 17 and 24, at Hageman Library, 100 
Francis St., Porter. 

No registration is necessary. Staff can address 
computer problems, as well as specifi c topics such 
as cell phones, eReaders, tablets, email and the In-
ternet. If the problem is severe enough, staff may 
recommend a computer professional.

• Bits and Bytes series, “Intro to Word 2013,” 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 24, and 1 to 3 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26, in the Serials/Automa-
tion Department at Thomas Library.

Classes are free, but registration is necessary. 
Visit or call the Serials Department at (219) 926-
7696, Ext. 1125, or register at www.wpl.lib.in.us/. 
Click on the Bits and Bytes link.
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Visitor Center 2014 Report
Indiana Dunes Tourism assisted nearly 80,000 

people, including visitors from 49 states and 38 
countries, at its Visitor Center in 2014, according to 
its just-completed annual visitor report.

Indiana Dunes Tourism said its visitor register 
was signed last year by people from Australia, Chi-
na, Korea, Poland, France and Russia. Germany 
had the highest number of visitors.

More than 3 million people from across the world 
visit the Indiana Dunes each year, making it Por-
ter County’s biggest tourist attraction, said Lorelei 
Weimer, executive director of Indiana Dunes Tour-
ism, Porter County’s offi cial tourism agency.

Weimer said the Visitor Center’s location, 1215 
N. Indiana 49 in Porter, is ideal for assisting visi-
tors because it is just minutes from Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore and Indiana Dunes State Park. 
She said the location also makes it easy to direct 
people to dining, lodging, shopping and attractions.

An Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore study 
showed 2 percent of visitors are international, 40 
percent are from Illinois, 40 percent from Indiana 
and 18 percent from other states. 

In addition to assisting walk-in visitors, Indiana 
Dunes Tourism last year distributed about 200,000 
copies of its guides, including the Indiana Dunes 
Country Activities Guide.     

Indiana Dunes Tourism also had 350,075 users of 
its website – www.indianadunes.com – during 2014, 
a 30 percent jump from the previous year.

January Curator’s Report
La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 

2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte, has released its Janu-
ary curator’s report.

Visitors came from 22 counties, fi ve states and 
South Africa. There were no tour groups. Christmas 
decorations were taken down and packed away.

The museum welcomed Kristina Heuck, a Purdue 
University-North Central intern, who has joined 
the museum staff until the fi rst week of May.

The Historical Society’s vast collection of valen-
tines is on display throughout the Period Rooms un-
til the end of February. Victorian valentines, for ex-
ample, are in the Victorian Dining Room and Parlor,  
while 1930s children’s valentines are in the School 
Room. 

Donations 
include:
• Sports Illus-

trated Jaymar-
Ruby adver-
tisements from 
1960 to 1981, 
Joel Saxe.

• Michigan City 
Elston High 
School letter 
sweater, 1949 
season, Gene 
A. Gielow.

• Springfi eld Township High School letter sweater, 
class of 1950, Ed Bigda.

• Wanatah High School letter sweater belonging to 
Oliver Mitzner, family of Darrell Marks.

• Pair of early 20th century accent lamps belonging 
to Joan Welch, Dick Reel.

• 73rd Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry repro-
duction Civil War fl ag, Bill Adams for the Lake 
County Welcome Center.

• Belle Gunness postcard, Jo Eberhart.
• Edwardian-era beaded bag belonging to Lavinia 

Barnes, Claudia Wood.
• Two tiny TVs from the early 1990s, Phil Kindig.
• Posters from Michigan City American Red Cross, 

Arnold Bass for American Red Cross.
• Souvenir wooden shoes from the 1933 World’s 

Fair, Anne Thode.
• Items for the sale table, June Reeves and Susie 

Richter.
A traveling Indiana Historical Society exhibit, 

“Indiana Disasters,” is on display in the museum’s 
lower level through the end of February, along with 
a display on “La Porte County Disasters” by County 
Historian Fern Eddy Schultz.

In honor of Black History Month, Schultz will 
present her program on the Underground Railroad 
in La Porte County at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28, in 
the meeting room.

January’s donations ranged from a beaded 
evening bag from  late Victorian days to two 

tiny TVs from the early 1990s.
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GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711

Your

Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza”  • Michigan City, IN 46360 • “Open 7 Days”                        

219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax  • email: dunelandhome@gmail.com      

Duneland Weavers Guild
The Duneland Weavers Guild will meet at 10 

a.m. Saturday, Feb. 14, at the Westchester Public 
Library Annex, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

The February program will feature guild mem-
bers who responded to the challenge of creating wo-
ven pieces that meet assigned criteria, such as the 
fi ber, color, weave structure and use of their piece.

Guests are welcome. Visit www.duneland-
weaversguild.org/ for more information.

PNC Books and Coffee Series
The Purdue University-North Central “Books & 

Coffee” discussion series will continue with presen-
tations during the spring semester.

The programs are free, open to the public and 
meet from noon to about 1 p.m. in Library-Student-
Faculty Building, Assembly Hall, Room 02, which is 
located in the building’s lower level.

Refreshments will be served. Each session will 
feature a review, followed by discussion. The books 
being reviewed are available in the PNC Bookstore. 
This semester’s selections include:
• Feb. 18: Dr. Aaron Warren, associate professor of 

physics, will review Steven Strogatz’s “Sync: How 
Order Emerges From Chaos in the Universe, Na-
ture, and Daily Life.” Strogatz, a leading math-
ematician in the fi elds of chaos and complexity 
theory, explains how enormous systems can syn-
chronize themselves, from electrons in a super-
conductor to pacemaker cells in human hearts. 
He shows that although these phenomena seem 
unrelated on the surface, at a deeper level there 
is a connection forged by math’s unifying power.

• March 18: Linda Dutlinger, retired associate 
professor of developmental studies, will present 
Sherry Fink’s Pulitzer Prize-winning “Five Days 
at Memorial.” The book is a painfully accurate ac-
count of Memorial Hospital in New Orleans dur-
ing and after Hurricane Katrina. The author de-
tails facts on the topics of responsibility during a 
major disaster and how decisions are made. For-
ty fi ve bodies were recovered from the hospital, 
more than any other hospital in the city. Charges 
of intentional killings of patients during the di-
saster led to a grand jury investigation.  

• April 15: Raymond Gleason, limited term lectur-
er of English, will discuss his book, “The Violent 
Season.” It is about people, Americans and Viet-
namese, men and women, young and some old, 
innocent and eager or jaded and worn out — all 
transformed in the Vietnam War. 
Additional information about Books and Coffee 

may be obtained by contacting Kenneth Kincaid, as-
sociate professor of history, at (219) 785-5200, Ext. 
5244, or kkincaid@pnc.edu

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Greece

featuring Greek Island Cruising
9 Day Holiday • 14 Meals

Departure Date:
October 13, 2015

Presentation: 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 24, at MC Senior Center
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Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area:
February 12 — Craft à la Carte: Valentine’s 

Craft, 3:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

February 12-15 — “Consider the Oyster,” Foot-
light Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. Times: 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs.-Sat./2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $12, $10/Thurs. 
Reservations: www.footlightplayers.org, (219) 874-
4035.

February 13 — PNC’s Ranting Llamas improv 
troupe, 7:30 p.m., Mainstreet Theatre, 807 Franklin 
St. Tickets: $5. Info/reservations: (219) 874-4269, 
festivalplayersguild.org

February 13-14 — Beverly Shores Estate Sale,  
9 a.m.-3 p.m., 525 Broadway (old train station). 

February 14 — VALENTINE’S DAY.
February 14 — United Methodist Women free 

Valentine Tea, 1 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 121 E. Seventh St., Michigan City. Info: 
(219) 872-7200.

February 14 — Valentines’s Day Tea, 1 p.m., 
meeting room @ La Porte County Historical Society 
Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte. Info: (219) 
324-6767, www.laportecountyhistory.org

February 14 — Nimbilasha Cushing, “They 
Walked With Me,” 1-3 p.m., Book Warehouse @ 
Lighthouse Place-Premium Outlets. Info: storiesby-
nimbi@gmail.com

February 14 — “U.S. Presidents: The Great, 
Near-Great and Not-So-Great,” 1 p.m. EST, New 
Buffalo Public Library Pokagon Community Room, 
33 N. Thompson St. Free. Info: (269) 469-2933.

February 14 — Duneland Weavers Guild, 10 
a.m., Westchester Public Library Annex, 100 W. 
Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Info: www.duneland-
weaversguild.org/

February 14 — Snowshoe program, 9:30 a.m. & 
1:30 p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. 
Indiana 49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882.

February 14 — Winter beach walk, 10 a.m., 
beach pavilion @ Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 
N. County Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 
49), Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

February 14 — Mad About Mysteries, 2 p.m., 
Westchester Township History Museum, 700 W. 
Porter Ave., Chesterton.

February 15 — Winter fi lm series, “A Most 
Wanted Man,” 2 p.m., Michigan City Public Li-
brary, 100 E. Fourth St. Free. Info: (219) 785-5200, 
Ext. 5593.

February 15 — Matinee, “A Walk Among the 
Tombstones,” 1:30 p.m., Westchester Public Library 
Service Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

February 15 — Family Day, 2-4 p.m. EST, South 
Bend Museum of Art, located in The Century Cen-
ter, 120 S. St. Joseph St. Free/suggested donation 
$5 for non-members. Info: (574) 235-9102, southb-
endart.org, info@southbendart.org

HEALTH &  
WELLNESS  
RIGHT IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD! 
We offer personal training and  
group exercise classes including 
Yoga, Pilates,  
and more!  
 

Stop in for a  
visit today! 
 

 

La Porte County Family YMCA 
La Porte Branch Long Beach Branch 
901 Michigan Ave 2501 Oriole Trail  
La Porte, IN 46350 Long Beach, IN 46360 
(219) 325-9622 (219) 879-1395 www.lpymca.org 
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February 16 — PRESIDENT’S DAY.
February 16 — President’s Day Craft à la Carte, 

10 a.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

February 16 — President’s Day storytime,  10:30 
a.m., Taltree Arboretum & Gardens, 450 W. Coun-
ty Road 100 North near Valparaiso. Cost: $7/child, 
adults/free with paid admission. Reservations: Tal-
tree.org, (219) 462-0025.

February 17 — Free lecture, Elizabeth Evans’ 
“Virginia Woolf ’s Airplanes: Air Power and Aerial 
Views Between the World Wars,” 6 p.m., PNC Tech-
nology Building Room 301. Info: hfi eldin@pnc.edu, 
(219) 785-5327.

February 18 — The Purdue University-North 
Central “Books & Coffee” discussion series, Steven 
Strogatz’s “Sync: How Order Emerges From Cha-
os in the Universe, Nature, and Daily Life,” noon-
about 1 p.m., LSF Building, Assembly Hall, Room 
02. Free. Info: (219) 785-5200, Ext. 5244, kkincaid@
pnc.edu

February 19 — “Thursday Night Noir!,” “Mur-
der, My Sweet” (1944), 7 p.m., Valparaiso Univer-
sity Brauer Museum of Art. Free. Info: (219) 464-
5761, Gregg.Hertzlieb@valpo.edu

Through February 28 — Vintage valentine dis-
play, La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte. Hours: 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Tues.-Sat. Info: (219) 324-6767, www.laporte-
countyhistory.org

Through February 28 — “We Run the Show” 
exhibit, Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. 
Info: www.chestertonart.com

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Farther Afi eld:
February 12 — Free gallery talk/fi lm showing, 

Film: William Merritt Chase, 12:15 p.m. EST, The 
Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main 
St., Elkhart. Info: www.MidwestMuseum.US, (574) 
293-6660.

February 14 — Chris Vallillo, 7:30 p.m. EST, 
The Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. 
Joseph, Mich. Tickets: $10/general admission, $8/
students and seniors, free/children 12 and younger. 
Info/reservations: (269) 983-3688, info@boxfactory-
forthearts.org, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

February 15 — Sixth Annual Poetry Reading, 
2 p.m. EST, First Presbyterian Church, 475 Green 
Ave. on Morton Hill in Benton Harbor, Mich.

February 17 — River Valley Garden Club meet-
ing, noon EST, Harbert Community Church, 6444 
Harbert Road, Sawyer, Mich. Free/donations ac-
cepted. Info: www.rivervalleygardenclub.org, (269) 
925-7075. 

Through April — Ginny Scott solo show, Vick-
ers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich.

421 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN
www.genins.com

Miki Young
Personal Lines Agent

miki@genins.com
(219) 809-2227

Coverage for your 
most precious assets

AUTO |  HOME |  BUSINESS |  L IFE  |  HEALTH

827 Franklin Street
(219) 871-1223

thepickleandturnip.com
JOIN OUR VIP LIST - text to - 36000 -message - T977
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“Like” us on
facebook

www.facebook.com/thebeacher911

The Beacher Weekly 
Newspaper is on facebook, 
where you’ll find:

• Sneak peaks of the latest 
stories.

• Links to new and long-
standing advertisers.

• Updates on The Beacher 
Weekly Newspaper 
and Beacher Business 
Printers.

It’s our way of keeping 
you informed about, and 
entertained by, the people, 
places and businesses in our 
Beacher communities.

On February 12, 1809, Abraham Lincoln, 16th 
President of the United States, was born near the 
present town of Hodgenville, KY. Of the occasion, 
he said, “I was born in the then Hardin County, at 
a point within the new county of Larue, a mile or a 
mile and a half from where Hodgen’s Mill now is.”

On February 12, 1809, English naturalist Charles 
Darwin, whose theory of evolution through natural 
selection causes a controversy to this day, was born 
in Shrewsbury.

On February 12, 1849, the Chicago Gas Light and 
Coke Company (Chicago’s fi rst gas company) re-
ceived its charter from the Illinois legislature.

On February 12, 1938, author Judy Blume was 
born in Elizabeth, NJ.

On February 12, 1940, the radio play “The Adven-
tures of Superman” made its debut on the Mutual 
network with Bud Collyer as the Man of Steel.

On February 12, 2006, a record 26.9 inches of 
snow fell in New York’s Central Park.

On February 13, 1795, the University of North 
Carolina became the fi rst U.S. state university to 
admit students with the arrival of Hinton James, 
who was the only student on campus for two weeks.

On February 13, 1914, Joseph in the Land of 
Egypt opened with a new high for admission to a 
movie — 50 cents per person. Most of the nation’s 
major newspapers headlined movie-goers com-
plaints about such exorbitantly high prices.

On February 13, 1996, world chess champion 
Garry Kasparov asked for a draw in his third game 
against the IBM supercomputer “Deep Blue,” leav-
ing the six-game match in Philadelphia tied at 1-1/2 
games each.

On February 14, 1849, James Polk became the 
fi rst president to be photographed while in offi ce.

On February 14, 1895, Oscar Wilde’s fi nal play, “The 
Importance of Being Earnest,” opened in London.

On February 14, 1920, the League of Women Vot-
ers was founded in Chicago; its fi rst president was 
Maude Wood Park.

On February 14, 1929, in what became known as 
Chicago’s “St. Valentine’s Day Massacre,” seven ri-
vals to the Al Capone gang were gunned down in a 
garage on North Clark Street.

On February 14, 1931, Bela Lugosi’s fi rst “Drac-
ula” movie was released. Dracula’s rather unusual 
drinking problem was the basis for more than 100 
vampire fi lms that were to follow.
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On February 14, 1962, First Lady Jacqueline Ken-
nedy conducted a televised tour of the White House.
On February 15, 1820, Susan B. Anthony, who 
was destined to lead the world’s crusade for wom-
en’s rights, was born in Adams, MA. As her life drew 
to a close, she said, “I have been striving for over 
sixty years for a little bit of justice… and yet I must 
die without obtaining it.”
On February 15, 1842, the fi rst United States 
postage stamps with adhesive on the back were in-
troduced by a private mail service in New York.
On February 15, 1958, the Michigan City, IN area, 
was “clobbered” by the biggest recorded snowfall in 
history. A slow breeze, picking up moisture over the 
length of Lake Michigan, dumped its entire load on 
just a few square miles of land. Three to fi ve feet of 
snow (depending on who did the measuring), para-
lyzed the area for several days.
On February 15, 1997, at 14, Tara Lipinski be-
came the youngest person in history to win the 
women’s U.S. Figure Skating Championship.
On February 15, 2008, adventurer and business 
tycoon Steve Fossett, 63, was declared dead by 
a Cook County judge, fi ve months after his small 
plane vanished after taking off from an airstrip 
near Yerington, NV.
On February 16, 1948, the fi rst daily television 
news was broadcast on NBC.
On February 17, 1876, Maine’s newspapers re-
ported that the fi rst sardine was canned at East-
port. While not specifi cally mentioned, it is safe to 
assume that the second and third were canned on 
the same day.
On February 17, 1897, the PTA was founded in the 
United States as the “National Congress of Moth-
ers.” It later expanded to include fathers, teachers, 
and other citizens. Today, the offi cial name of the 
organization is: “The National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers.”
On February 17, 1904, Italian Giacomo Puccini’s 
opera, Madama Butterfl y, received a poor reception 
at its premiere at Milan’s La Scala Theater.
On February 17, 1933, Newsweek was fi rst pub-
lished.
On February 17, 1963, basketball legend Michael 
Jordan was born in Brooklyn, NY.
On February 18, 1678, John Bunyan’s classic nov-
el, Pilgrim’s Progress, was licensed for publication. 
Pilgrim’s Progress, a religious allegory, has been 
translated into more than 100 languages. It was so 
well written that, in the 1700’s, many schools used 
it as a text book.
On February 18, 1885, Mark Twain’s Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn was published.
On February 18, 1953, Bwana Devil, the movie 
that heralded the 3-D fad of the 1950s, opened in 
New York.

Be Mine

If you really
loved me, you’d

take me to
Swingbelly’s

Swingbellys.org

3101 E. U.S. 12 • Michigan City, IN
Just East of Karwick Rd

SWINGBELLY’S
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

FRIDAY - NOON - PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
ALTERATIONS PLUS. Clothing alterations.

516 Wabash St., Michigan City. 219-874-0086.
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners and lessons

for all ages. Call  219-872-1217.
FIREWOOD: SEASONED, DELIVERED, STACKED.

Fall special: $110.  Call (269) 756-3547.
Also, Kennedy coin collection, $200. Call (269) 756-3547.

Seasoned all-oak firewood.
Call (269) 985-3305

Bill Smart • Furniture Sanding, Refinishing and Repair.
Call (269) 469-4407 or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com

PINK LADY HOME AND FAMILY SERVICES
This hourly service was created with you in mind. In case of emergency, 

or when you’re in need of someone to help for a few hours with home and 
family, we’re there. There is no contract to sign. We’re available hourly, 
and we’re just a phone call away! Our congenial, Christian ladies have 
extensive knowledge and experience with all home and family affairs. 

We’re competitively priced, and guarantee exceptional service. Call us at 
(219) 221-3450 or email pinklady.homeandfamily@gmail.com. 

 “ROADRUNNERS” — Grocery shopping & errands for the elderly and 
everyone. Call (219) 427-3096.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured

Call us at 219-877-8956 • 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 
Or visit www.visitingangels.com

IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1
JUST LIKE HOME

We provide assisted living in our homes. We are a private home 
w/4 residents to a home. Live-in Care $1,800/mo.

Adult Day Care (10 am-4 pm) at $40/day
For more information, call Sue 219-874-4891.

CAREGIVER. Private in-home care. Specializing in
dementia/Alzheimer’s. Assist with daily living tasks, meal prep.

 Above all, companionship for the heart and soul.
Excellent references. Trish Harris. 219-221-5691.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

SUZANNE’S CLEANING
219/326-5578.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
17 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 219-617-
7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

MAID BY THE LAKE. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - e-mail maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837. 
TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 

Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650. 
HOUSEKEEPER, cleaning, laundry, cooking, run errands, gardening. 
Also, experienced caregiver. References. Call Mary 219-325-9504.
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 7 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. 

Excellent references, reasonable rates. Call 269-469-4624.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.

Also: doors, windows, skylights, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs.
Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.

•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 
24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured

Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
BILL SMART – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting and Tile. 

Call (269) 469-4407 or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com
HOME MATTERS INC. 

 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many
services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior •Wallpaper removal. Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 15 yrs. 219-861-7339.
WJ PAINTING. New Construction • Remodeling • 

Interior/Exterior • Custom Woodwork Finishing • Drywall Repairs. 
Jay Harris. Call 219-809-1701
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 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
H & D TREE SERVICE and LANDSCAPING, INC. --

Full service tree and shrub care. Trimming, planting, removal.
Firewood, snowplowing, excavating. -- Call 872-7290.

FREE ESTIMATES
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 
yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling 

Serving your community for over 10 years.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
SNOW REMOVAL, GUTTER CLEANING, YARD WORK,

lawn mowing, mulching, weeding, brush removal and odd jobs.
References available. For details, call ABE at 219-210-0064.

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Snow Removal 
(Commercial/Residential). Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

Jeff’s Lawn Cutting & Maintenance. Snow removal.
Will beat any written estimate. Call (219) 872-7622.

SHORELAND MARINE SNOW PLOWING.
Commercial-Residential. Most residential $25 includes sidewalk.

Free quotes. 219-861-BOAT (2628)

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

EARLY SPRING CLEANING SALE
We need more space, so we are selling lots of good stuff: 10’ x 6’ 

Timberwolf box trailer, $925; 2010 Jayco 1210 pop-up camper, $5,950; 
kayaks, 2 hand-built plywood & 2 plastic; 1 Seda Tango Kevlar Tandem, 

prices range from $750 to $3,000; 3 old bicycles, all work well, $100 
each; park cycles  work stand, $25; Thule roof rack with bicycle carri-

ers for Honda fit, $300. Will consider reasonable offers on all items. Call 
(219) 929-6893 or (219) 879-3775.

Top of the line Samsung counter-depth French-door refrigerator. 1½ 
years old. Dual compressor. Remodeling, can’t use. Paid over $3,000, 

asking $1,600. Can text pictures. Call (219) 879-1829.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Winter One Day Super Sale

An exclusive, woman’s boutique clothing sale
event you won’t want to miss!

Saturday, Feb. 21, 10-3 p.m.
I just received racks of new, exquisitely designed, dressy to casual, 

woman’s clothing collections in scrumptious fabrics, extra small to gener-
ously oversized with more on the way!  These are timeless items that 

wear well and add sophistication to the pieces you already have. These 
are the items you are complimented on time and time again. Let’s add a 

few of these amazing pieces to your wardrobe…and of course they are all 
sweetly discounted.

The Long Beach Community Center, Room No. 10
2501 Oriole Trail, Long Beach, IN

Home of the Girlfriend Sale
And what’s next…

The Good Things Sale
Housewares, Lamps, Linens, Furniture, Etc.

Shopping Dates:
March 21, 10-2 p.m.

Shop first for the best selection
March 22, Noon-4 p.m.

Take it away day, up to 50% discounts
and considering offers

Drop-off appointments to submit your items into the Good Things Sale 
are being scheduled now for March 3-17 by calling Susan at

 (219) 861-8188 or emailing 
whatsnexta@comcast.net

Handgun Shooting Course
Michigan City Rifl e Club, 4801 W. U.S. 20, will 

host an eight-hour National Rifl e Association Basic 
Handgun Shooting Course at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 21.

The course introduces the knowledge, skills and 
attitude necessary for safely owning and using a 
handgun. Class fees range from $175 to $125, de-
pending on if participants take a handgun and am-
munition or use club equipment. The fee includes 
light refreshments and lunch.

Class size is limited, and preregistration with de-
posit is required. Email jotto32@gmail.com or call 
(219) 369-3577.

BEVERLY SHORES ESTATE SALE, 525 Broadway
(old train station), Fri.-Sat., Feb. 13-14, 9am-3pm.

Annual benefit featuring donations from local estates. Cherry table, inlaid 
music cabinet, antique oak dresser, china cabinet, book cases, maple 

twin beds, sporting goods, large selection of glassware and china, miscel-
laneous chairs. To benefit Beverly Shores museum.

WANT TO RENT or LEASE
Semi-retired lady seeking apartment or house sharing. Clean, trust-

worthy. References available. In lieu of rent, caregiving is negotiable. 
Call (219) 809-8885. 

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

LONG BEACH COZY 3/BR HOUSE AT STOP 15 (Across from Beach) 
Summer Rental. Fireplace and Large Deck. No pets. Call 708/370-1745.

GREAT 5BR HOUSE. CLOSE TO BEACH AT STOP 20.
CALL PATTY AT 773-401-2966.

Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.

SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,
laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,

$600/month, references required, utilities included.
Call (219) 879-2195.

Luxury 2035 SF Townhome avail. for rent. Hardwood flrs., Master Suite 
& laundry on 1st flr. Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances, guest bedroom, 
open loft, fireplace, basement, and 2-car attached garage. $1,800/mo. 
Prefer 3 yr. lease. Inquire about Option to Purchase Credit. Located at 

Beautiful Briar Leaf Golf Course between La Porte and New Buffalo. 
(219) 851-0008.

WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $675/mo., 2BR $775/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.

Sheridan Beach 2 bedroom 1 bath unfurnished apt. with washer/dryer. 
Lake views from living room & shared rooftop deck. $750/mo + 1 mo. sec 
deposit . 1-yr. lease required. Available for immediate move-in. Must have 

references, and employment will be verified. No smoking, no pets. 
Call (269) 469-1412.

House for rent. Stop 37. Sleeps 12. A/C, WiFi, comfortably furnished. 
One house from beach entrance. Contact nmarkey11@hotmail.com.

DUNESCAPE fourth-floor condo available June & July 2015. Call Cari @ 
Merrion for details & pricing @ (219) 898-5412

Charming cottage w/patio deck. 4 BR/2 BA. Stop 1. Wkly June-Aug. 
$1,400 per week. Wi-Fi, central air, cable. 1/2 block from lake. Close to 

casino, park. Dogs are OK. Don’t miss it! Call (219) 814-4187. 
RENTALS MICHIGAN

Long or short-term available. Log homes fully furnished, $900/mo. 
Includes Internet, water, electric. Renter pays natural gas. Deposit 

required. Call (269) 588-9200 (cell) or (269) 469-1555.
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The Illusionists by Rosie Thomas 
(hardcover, 472 pages, $27.95 in bookstores 
and online. Also available as an eBook)

Atmosphere. I’ve talked a lot about it in 
other reviews. Character development is 
essential, but so is the setting. You must 
feel the wind on your face, walk the dark, 
scary alleys and imagine the smell of fl ow-
ers in the park. If an author can put these 
elements in your imagination through 
words, then you’re off to a good start.

That’s what this week’s recommenda-
tion does. It takes you back to late 19th 
century London to a time of misery and happiness, 
hunger and wealth. “The swelling vastness of the 
city was diffi cult to comprehend, but its annexing 
of distant fi elds made...an unstoppable machine 
that gobbled up grass and spewed out streets as it 
churned onwards.” Now, let me introduce you to the 
fascinating people of the time. Let me introduce you 
to...The Illusionists.

Our story opens in 1885. London is on the cusp 
of great changes. While there is still great misery 
and poverty, a growing middle class is fi ghting its 
way up the social ladder. Soon, the great city will 
have electricity, hear their favorite singers on the 
phonograph, maybe even ride in the newfangled au-
tomobile. But for the moment, life on the Strand, 
once an area of great houses, is now home to cheap 
ale houses and even cheaper women.

Enter our hero (or could that be antihero?): Devil 
Wix. He doesn’t like the terms magician or conju-
ror. No, he prefers to be called “an illusionist.” Tall, 
dark and handsome, he is quick on his feet, quick 
in his sleight of hand and certainly not lacking in 
self-confi dence. 

One day, stopping by one of his favorite watering 
holes, he sees what seems to be a small boy pick-
ing pockets while the rest of the saloon watches two 
men fi ght. Upon closer inspection, Devil discovers 
his mistake. 

“The child wasn’t a boy at all but a man, his own 
age. There were furrows at the sides of his mouth 
and a jaw dark blue with stubble. A pocket-picking 
dwarf. That was a fi ne thing.”

He calls himself Carlo Boldoni (formerly of Mor-
ris’s Amazing Performing Midgets). So starts the 
beginning of a strange friendship. Carlo leads Devil 
to an old theater under renovation by one Jacko 
Grady. He will call the place the Palmyra. Devil, al-
ways on the lookout for a venue, persuades Grady 
that he is Carlo’s assistant and the pair are hired. 
The theater opens in two weeks, by the way. Now, 
they must come up with an actual act. 

Carlo’s size, along with his ability as a contor-
tionist, puts Devil’s active mind to work on a simple 

short play that contains amazing illusions 
audiences fi nd most appealing. He calls it 
“The Execution of the Philosopher.”

Enter Heinrich Bayer, a Swiss-German 
engineer, with his automaton, Miss Luci. 
Devil enlists Bayer’s help in building the 
necessary parts for his and Carlo’s act.

Add Jasper, Devil’s boyhood friend 
and expert in waxworks who introduces 
him to Miss Eliza Dunlop. Ah! Sweet 
Eliza. A free-thinking girl and art stu-
dent who immediately captures Devil’s 
attention and vise versa. Eliza is fasci-

nated by the world of the theater and soon fi nds 
herself part of the ensemble. No children or bor-
ing family life for her--just the kind of woman who 
attracts Devil, yet manages to keep him at bay. 
But for how long?

As this little band of friends and co-performers 
become a more cohesive group, a series of events 
fi nds ownership of the Palmyra in Devil’s hands. 

Acts are expanded, new ones put on contract and 
the theater’s reputation slowly begins to grow. Also 
growing is Carlo’s jealousy of Devil Wix. Why did he 
have to be tall and handsome? Why did Carlo have 
to be the freak? Also, Carlo’s silent longing for Eliza 
and his growing knowledge that Devil and Eliza are 
attracted to each other add to his frustration and 
need for revenge.

And then there’s Heinrich, whose love of his au-
tomaton Luci begins to change his perception of re-
ality. Will anyone notice before it’s too late?

As Eliza sagely tells her sister about her life on 
the stage: “It is a way of life that requires a good 
deal of effort, which I hadn’t realised when I entered 
it with too many romantic notions about glamour.” 
Indeed.

Watching these characters develop in the hands 
of a master storyteller is a real treat. I felt I was 
walking the cobblestones of old London and into the 
close-knit life of these performers.  

As the years progress, tensions build, inevitable 
changes occur. London is changing, audiences are 
more demanding, making the need for better and 
newer illusions. The climax is a thriller, occurring 
on stage just before Queen Victoria’s Diamond Ju-
bilee in 1897.

From the Library Journal: “Utterly engrossing 
and beautifully written...[Thomas’] characters are 
so interesting and realistic that readers will be re-
luctant to let them go.”

From Kirkus Reviews: “Thomas enthusiastically 
explores a unique subject and skillfully creates the 
sights, atmosphere and sensations of British the-
ater during this era...An excellent premise.”

Till next time, happy reading!
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