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Beacher correspondent Kayla Weiss stands with James and Oliver Phelps, best known as Fred and George Weasley
from the “Harry Potter” fi lms, at the Wizard World Comic Con in Indianapolis.

A FANGIRL‛S DREAM
Trip to Wizard World Comic Con Surpasses Expectations

by Kayla Weiss

Since 1964, Comic Cons 
have united those with 
similar interests so they 
can swap stories, trade 
comic books and other nov-

elties...and just have a good 
time. In recent years, they’ve 

exploded in popularity, entering the 
mainstream.

When the fi rst Comic Con was held in a small San 

Diego meeting hall in July 
of 1964, it was no more 
than 100 people and one 
case of soda. Creator 
Bernie Bubnis invited 
Tom Gill, artist for “The 
Lone Ranger,” for a seminar 
dubbed “Chalk Talk,” where comic 
book fans learned the ins and outs of drawing for 
comics. Continued on Page 2
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Today, multiple companies host various Comic  
Cons for all sorts of fans all over the world. Major 
studios debut footage from upcoming movies and TV 
shows. Q&A panels feature noted celebrities rang-
ing from William Shatner (“Star Trek”), 
to Matt Smith (“Doctor Who”) to Norman 
Reedus (“The Walking Dead”). 

Family friendly, there are no age restric-
tions to attend. Fans range anywhere from 
6 months old to 80 — all starry eyed and 
thrilled to be in the presence of their idols, 
as well as countless other fans who hold a 
shared appreciation. 

Valentine’s Day weekend, Indianapolis 
had the honor of hosting its fi rst Wizard 
World Comic Con, featuring esteemed celeb-
rities such as Shatner, Karen Gillan (best 
known as travel companion Amy Pond on 
“Doctor Who”), Michael Rooker (“The Walk-
ing Dead”), Lou Ferigno (“The Incredible 
Hulk”), Carroll Spinney (the voice and life 
of Big Bird on “Sesame Street”) and James 
and Oliver Phelps, best known as Fred and 
George Weasley in all eight “Harry Potter” 
fi lms. 

FANGIRL
‛
S DREAM Continued from Page 1

The fi rst glimpse inside the Wizard World Comic Con in Indianapolis.

From the moment I entered the Indianapolis 
Convention Center at 10 a.m. that Saturday, I was 
energized, ready to explore new things and meet 
new people who shared similar interests. I’d already 

Just one of the many booths selling Golden Age and recent comic books.

If You Go
Visit http://www.wizardworld.com/ for 

more information on upcoming
Wizard World Comic Cons.
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An artist autographs his work for fans.

poured over the Wizard World Indianapolis Comic 
Con website to chart my course of action. Packed 
to the breaking point, attendees buzzed through 
the various booths selling everything from vintage 
comic books, to fi gurines, to artwork, to autographs 
from celebrities in attendance. 

I made my way through the aisles, getting my 
bearings and making notes of places to revisit, but 
my fi rst object of the day was to redeem my photo-
op ticket with none other than the Phelps brothers. 
I have been a die-hard “Harry Potter” fan since fi rst 
discovering the books when I was 10, even winning 
a “Harry Potter” contest at 12 through The News-
Dispatch and organized by Andrew Tallackson. So, 
the chance to have my photo taken with the Weas-
ley twins was too good to pass up. On the way there, 
weaving through the rows of booths and salespeople, 
I couldn’t help but stop and admire every costumed 
person I came across: Princess Leia, Aladdin, Prin-

A local comic book shop owner talks with Erynn Ellsworth 
about “Iron Man” comics.

Continued on Page 4

SAVE MONEY NOW WITH 
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

219-874-2454 
219-926-2550

www.MichianaMechanical.com

$25 OFF
repairs that are $50.00 or over. Excludes Diagnostic Fee.

 
Not valid on prior service or with other offers. Offer good at Michiana Mechanical.

SERVICE REPAIR

Purchase a brand new in-the-box

               Furnace at

2014 prices.
Don’t wait until the 2015 price 

increase! Purchase your new 95% to 
98% high-effi cient furnace at 

2014 prices.
Yes, that’s right…Not only will you save 
money on the cost of your new furnace, 

but every month your new furnace is 
operating you’re saving on your gas bill. 

You can’t lose! 

Maybe you’re worried about your old 
furnace breaking down on the next cold 

day and investing money in that old beast. 
Our new Lennox furnaces are backed by a 
10-Year Manufacturer’s Parts Warranty and 
our Exclusive 2-Year Labor Warranty. Plus, 
Special Financing Options are Available.

Act Now ... 2014 Prices End Soon! 
Call Today For A FREE Home 

Comfort Evaluation.
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The only time-
machine vehicle 
still in perfect 
working condition 
from the “Back to 
the Future” tril-
ogy, it travels to 
various Comic 
Cons around the 
country, raising 
money for The Mi-
chael J. Fox Foun-
dation for Parkinson’s Research. The chance to sit in 
the legendary DeLorean, to sit where Marty McFly 
and Doc Brown sat? How could I pass it up? Granted 
access to the interior of the vehicle, I was given per-
mission to snap photos of the dashboard, complete 
with alarm clock and fl ux capacitor! I didn’t want to 
give up that spot, but the line waiting for the DeLo-
rean was growing, and it was time to meet up with 
my friends in the ballroom for the Q&A panel with 
Gillan, known for “Doctor Who” and as Nebula in 
“Guardians of the Galaxy.”

With her bright, smiling face and thick Scottish 
accent, she had the room with her fi rst hello. Breez-
ing through fan questions with comedy and grace, 
she entertained everyone with comedic renderings 
of “Doctor Who” speeches and funny, behind-the-

cess Jasmine and Genie, Marty McFly from “Back 
to the Future,” Wraiths from the “Lord of the Rings” 
trilogy and Gryffi ndor Quidditch players. 

While all my friends crowded outside of Shatner’s 
autograph booth, waiting to glimpse the legendary 
Capt. James Tiberius Kirk himself, I was herded 
into one of 13 lines of people feverishly awaiting 
their once-in-a-lifetime opportunities: meeting the 
Weasley twins.

FANGIRL
‛
S DREAM Continued from Page 3

I nervously chatted away with another die-hard 
Harry Potter fan as the minutes slowly ticked by 
and more people lined up, all craning their necks for 
a glimpse of the twins. Time dragged by at a nause-
atingly slow rate. I was only in line for 30 minutes, 
but it felt like half the day had blown by in anticipa-
tion. Then, something magical happened. The lines 
began to move. One by one, they fi ltered in and out 
of the photo-op room, bright lights and cameras 
fl ashing away. In no time, I was standing just be-
yond the curtain. Only a thin red barrier remained 
between me and two actors I have looked up to since 
the age of 11. 

Finally, I was there. It was my turn. They waved 
me over with warm smiles and friendly hellos. I 
sandwiched myself between them, feeling like a 
pint-sized house elf. A sharp “ready?” from the pho-
tographer, a quick smile, the fl ash of lights and it 
was all over. Quickly, I exited the room, but not be-
fore the twins shook my hand, saying, “Have a great 
day, sweetheart.” 

The fangirl inside of me could have melted into a 
happy little puddle right there, but there was still 
too much to see and do. After a quick break and refu-
el, the rest of my group ventured to the ballroom to 
secure seats for the upcoming Q&A panels with Gil-

lan and Shatner, while I returned to the main con-
vention area, coming across more die-hard “Harry 
Potter” fans dressed like various characters, includ-
ing Luna Lovegood, Rita Skeeter and Nymphadora 
Tonks. There was so much to see and do, between 
a Lou Ferrigno sighting and Quidditch matches, I 
couldn’t decide where to go next...until I found it. 
The DeLorean. 

Fans dressed up as “Harry Potter” characters, including (from left) 
Luna Lovegood, Nymphadora Tonks and Rita Skeeter.

Kayla sits inside the DeLorean used in the “Back to the Future” movies.

Inside the DeLorean, with dates 
set for time travel.
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“Bring a 
map. Bring a 
compass. Bring 
supplies. It’s 
quite a hike,” 
Shatner said 
with a laugh 
when he spoke 
of the distance 
between the 
ballroom and 
his autograph 
booth. 

With incred-
ible stage pres-
ence, Shatner 
had no problem 
talking about 
himself and his 
time as Captain Kirk, revealing some entertain-
ing behind-the-scenes stories about a day he would 
never forget when he and Patrick Stewart were 
fi lming on horseback all day for “Star Trek: Genera-
tions” (1992). When Stewart complained of chaffi ng, 
Shatner revealed a long-held secret to fi xing that 
problem: wearing women’s silk stockings under his 
boots. The next thing he knew, Stewart came out of 
his dressing room with women’s silk stockings over 

scenes stories. 
But when a lit-
tle boy by the 
name of Liam 
asked, “Why 
do you come 
to these Comic 
Cons, espe-
cially this one 
in Indianapo-
lis?,” the entire 
room fell silent, 
waiting for the 
answer to a 
question that 
no doubt was 
on everyone’s 
minds. Without 
hesitation, Gil-
lan responded, 

“Oh, I love it here. Cold weather and all. I love my 
fans, and, in the end, that’s what I’m doing this for. 
I’m doing this for my fans, because where would I 
be without them?” 

It was then time for Gillan to say goodbye and for 
the legendary Shatner to make his appearance. Walk-
ing on stage to tremendous applause, Shatner smiled 
and opened with a joke about the cold weather and the 
long hike from his autograph booth to the ballroom. 

Karen Gillan answers a fan’s 
question at Comic Con.

William Shatner addresses legions of fans.

Continued on Page 6



February 26, 2015Page 6
THE

FANGIRL
‛
S DREAM Continued from Page 5

his boots, having 
misunderstood 
Shatner’s advice. 

All too soon, 
however, it was 
time for Shatner 
to return to his 
autograph booth. 
The lights came 
on, we stretched 
and groaned at a 
terrible thought: 
Comic Con was 
almost over. We 
only had a couple 
hours left, if that, 
to take it all in. 

My last mission of the day was to fi nd one piece of 
Harry Potter memorabilia to take home. Sadly, with 
no wand booths, it was slim pickings. But as fate 
would have it, with only a few minutes left before 
the staff would begin herding us out and closing the 
doors, I stumbled upon a Time Turner – just like the 
one used by Hermione Granger and Harry Potter in 
the third installment of the franchise, “Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban.”

Some of Kayla’s spoils from Comic Con, including a fantastic print of 
Robin Williams, pocket sketches of Tinkerbell, Scooby-Doo and Lucille 

Ball, my Time Turner from “Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban” and 
a complimentary “Walking Dead” comic.

Sadly, and all too soon, the day came to an end. 
My friends and I shuffl ed from the convention cen-
ter, loot in hand, reveling in our exciting day...and 
already planning our next Comic Con adventure.

Fans dressed as characters from 
the cult fi lm “Labyrinth.”

New Buffalo, MI | 10 N Whittaker Street | 269.469.3950 | ColdwellBankerOnline.com 
©2014 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo 

are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 

21 Mohawk Trl 
3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths 

New Buffalo                $384,500 

3843 Michiana Dr 
3 Bedrooms/1.75 Baths 

Michiana Shores         $475,000 

106 S Montana 
3 Bedrooms/2 Baths 

Beverly Shores           $669,000 

19415 Dogwood Dr 
4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths 

New Buffalo                $699,000 

346 E St Clair 
3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths 

Beverly Shores           $449,000 

46110 Wildwood Ave 
5 Bedrooms/3 Baths 

New Buffalo                $749,000 

9325 Matthews Rd 
3 Bedrooms/1 Bath 

Union Pier                   $169,000 

14038 Christianna Ct 
3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths 

Harbert                       $750,000 
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“Collage Concert & Exhibit” Next Program in ArtsBridge Series
ArtsBridge 

will present 
“Collage Con-
cert & Exhibit” 
featuring jazz 
pianist Ivan 
Akansiima, All 
God’s Children 
C o m m u n i t y 
Choir and func-
tional ceram-
ics by Anthony 
Schaller and 
Michelle Wit-
zel at 4 p.m. 
EST Sunday, 
March 1, at 
First Presby-
terian Church 
in Benton Har-
bor, Mich.

Akansiima is a self-taught musician (piano, bass, 
acoustic guitar, drums) from Uganda, East Africa, 
now living in South Haven, Mich. He began playing 
music at 7 as a drummer for his church in his home-
town of Jinja. His growth and experience as a mu-
sician have come from more than 18 years of play-
ing and performing as an accompanist and solo act 
in churches, concert halls, music festivals, parties, 
jazz clubs, events, art centers and schools in more 
than 40 countries. It was during a tour with Kinobe 
and Soul Beat Africa that he became acquainted 
with South Haven. He is a music student and band 
leader of the Tritones jazz trio at Lake Michigan 
College in Benton Harbor, where he is earning his 
music associate’s degree, with plans to pursue ad-
vanced studies in jazz performance.

The All God’s Children Community Choir is a 
multiracial, multicultural group of children and 
teens — ages 5 to 18 — drawn from different South-
west Michigan communities. Led by a multiethnic 
team of directors, the choir is in its 15th year. The 
older members (12-18) are organized into a teen en-
semble that performs as a separate group and to-
gether with the younger children. Past performanc-
es include a special Habitat for Humanity show for 
former President Jimmy Carter.

Anthony Schaller, owner of Schaller Gallery, St. 
Joseph, which represents internationally recog-
nized ceramic makers, is considered one of the na-
tion’s top functional ceramic galleries. Schaller ob-
tained a bachelor of science degree in Fine/Studio 
Arts from Andrews University. In addition to his 
gallery, he has a studio at The Box Factory for the 
Arts, St. Joseph. In May, he will travel to Tall His-
ban, an archeological site in Jordan where he will 
develop a pottery workshop and education program.

All God’s Children Community Choir.

Witzel, who is married to Schaller, grew up in 
Berrien Springs, Mich., and went to Andrews Uni-
versity, where she earned a bachelor of fi ne arts de-
gree in ceramics, a medium she has been working 
in for nearly 20 years. Her primarily porcelain work 
is strongly infl uenced by the Danish and Scandina-
vian Minimalist Modern Movements. She also has 
a studio at The Box Factory for the Arts, one next to 
her husband’s studio.

A reception will follow Sunday’s program. The 
church is located at 475 Green Ave. on Morton Hill. 
Call (269) 925-7075 or visit facebook at First Pres-
byterian in Benton Harbor for more information.

Ivan Akansiima.



February 26, 2015 Page 9
THE

40  Marine Dr. Unit #4
The perfect getaway retreat! 3 bedroom 2 bath tastefully decorated, 

maintenance free condo. Living room has sliders to deck overlooking your 
boat slip and Trail Creek. Walk out the lower level and to your own 50ft  

boat slip or enjoy a game of tennis or a swim in the pool.

$219,900

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

27 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach
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____________________
____________________
____________________
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____________________

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

LAKE INTERIORS

15412 RED ARROW HWY  LAKESIDE, MI 49116
LAKEINTERIORSINC.COM  269.231.5434

 home decor and custom interior design
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Retired Teachers Group Scholarship
The Indiana Retired Teachers Foundation Schol-

arship Committee announced upcoming juniors or 
seniors enrolled in an education program at an In-
diana college or university can apply for a $2,000 
scholarship for the 2015 school year. 

Ten scholarships will be awarded around the 
state to a student with a relative who is an Indiana 
Retired Teachers Association member.  

Visit www.retiredteachers.org and go to the IRT 
Foundation Tab to learn which IRTA district you 
live in. An online application also is available. Con-
tact the offi ce at (888) 454-9333 between 8 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Genealogy Bus Trip
Michigan City Public Library and the La Porte 

County Genealogical Society are sponsoring a bus 
trip to Allen County Public Library on Wednesday, 
April 22.

Reservations are due by April 1. The cost is $21. 
Payment can be made to: Patricia Harris, 504 
Greenwood Ave., Michigan City, IN 46360. Call 
(219) 873-3049 for more information.

“40 Years of Collecting”
Due to hazardous weather conditions, Lubeznik 

Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., rescheduled 
“40 Years of Collecting” with Patric McCoy for 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26.

“We hope that those who planned to attend will 
join us,” Education Director Janet Bloch said, add-
ing, “we didn’t want to jeopardize anyone’s safety.”

McCoy is the president of Diasporal Rhythms, a 
non-profi t group of contemporary art collectors from 
Chicago’s black community. He will discuss the in-
fl uence collecting has in determining which artists 
and artworks become signifi cant in art history. Lu-
beznik Center is hosting the free program in honor 
of Black History Month.

“The idea of one man collecting so much art by lo-
cal artists intrigued me and gave me a sense of Mc-
Coy’s commitment to contributing to his own spirit 
and culture,” Bloch said.

McCoy has amassed 1,000 artworks — 90 percent 
by Chicago artists — over several decades and will 
share images from his collection, as well as insight 
about the importance of supporting local artists.

McCoy started Diasporal Rhythms with several 
others to support artists who are actively producing 
compelling art within their community.

“Our organization of collectors was formed to be 
one of the fi rst voices in the community to identify, 
promote, honor and validate those visual artists 
that we fi nd, through our collecting activities, are 
producing works of exceptional artistic merit and 
of cultural signifi cance,” he said. “The people that 
‘acquire’ the art should become ‘collectors of the art’ 
and act in a manner to promote and preserve the art 
that has come out of our community.

“Art appreciation is for everyone, but the art as 
a culturally defi ning concept belongs to people, in a 
place, at a specifi c point in time.”

Call the center at (219) 874-4900 or visit www. 
lubeznikcenter.org for more information.

Patric McCoy discusses works of art with a group of young guests

A Woman's Boutique

14913 Lakeside Road, Lakeside, MI • 269-469-9779

OPEN
FRIDAY, SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY 11am to 5pm

30
%

 to
 50

%
 O

FF
!

EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!

Stop in for a great selection of 

Unique Clothes, 
Shoes & Accessories

Next to
Frecklefarm
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FranciscanAlliance.org/orthopedics

inspiring health

WALK. Again!
Enjoy the simple pleasures again— 
walking your dog or strolling in the park 
with loved ones—thanks to the experts  
in orthopedic care at Franciscan Alliance. 

Woodland Health Center
8865 W. 400 North • Michigan City

Join us for a free continental breakfast 
and learn how the Anterior Approach 
to hip replacement can get you back on 
the trails with faster recovery, smaller 
incisions and less pain.

  March 7, 9 a.m.
Saturday

Registration is required.  
Please call (800) 931-3322  
or visit http://bit.ly/WalkAgain1

Presented by
James Hartson, MD
Board Certified, Orthopedic Surgery

Dr. Hartson is an independent physician who chooses  
to practice at Franciscan St. Anthony Health-Michigan City.
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Photographers Sought for Exhibit
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St., will 

host a photography exhibit, “The View As We See 
It,” in March and is seeking amateur photographers 
to submit color photography.

Each artist can take two framed pieces, not ex-
ceeding 24” by 30”, between Friday, Feb. 27, and 
Monday, March 2. The cost to apply is $30 for ei-
ther one or two submissions. All photographs must 
be matted, framed and have a wire for hanging. No 
sawtooth hangers are allowed. Mats must be neu-
tral: white, black, cream or gray. Photographs can 
be developed in a dark room or digitally and have 
been taken after January 2010.

Gregg Hertzlieb of Valparaiso University’s Brau-
er Museum of Art will judge the exhibit. Cash 
awards will be handed out at the opening reception 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, March 8.  The exhibit will run 
through March 28.

Visit www.chestertonart.com to see the full pro-
spectus for the exhibit.

Free Senior Classes
Taltree Arboretum & Gardens, 450 W. County 

Road 100 North near Valparaiso, has received a 
Porter County Community Foundation grant to 
support its free senior classes.

The programs cover a variety of nature, garden-
ing and recreation topics and are geared towards 
adults and families. Specifi c topics include indoor 
yoga, tree identifi cation, Indiana ecology, cactus 
and succulent gardening, vegetable and ornamental 
gardening, fossils, rocks and minerals. Classes are 
located in the heated greenhouse and classroom. 

Visit Taltree.org or call Taltree’s reservations de-
partment at (219) 462-0025 for more information.

SMSO “Reveal Party”
Southwest Michigan Sym-

phony Orchestra will host a 
beer- and wine-tasting event 
as part of its “Reveal Party” at 
6 p.m. EST Saturday, Feb. 28.

The event serves to unveil 
the names of people partici-
pating in May’s “Dancing with 
the Symphony Stars Season 
2.” The Benton Harbor, Mich., 
location of Studio 492, where 
it will be held, will be revealed 
on the tickets.

The evening will feature tastings from the re-
gion’s breweries and wineries, cuisine from area 
restaurants and live music by vocalist Lana Hoff-
man and guitarist Steve Kamerling.

Participating breweries include: Hideout Brewing 
Co.; Saugatuck Brewing Co.; Tapistry; Round Barn; 
and Perrin. Wineries include: Tabor Hill; Round 
Barn; 12 Corners; Lehman Fruit Wines; Blake’s 
Hard Cider Co.; and Crane Orchards. Restaurants 
include: Cravings Bistro; Rays on the Green; and 
Grand Mere Inn. 

Tickets are $50 and include two tastings. Contact 
the Symphony offi ce at (269) 982-4030 or visit www.
smso.org for more information.

Vocalist Lana Hoffman and 
guitarist Steve Kamerling.

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!

Choose from 
SOFAS AND
LOVESEATS,
SECTIONALS,
RECLINERS,
ROCKERS,
CHAIRS 
AND
OTTOMANS
PLUS ...
TV Stands,
Occasional
Tables,
Home Offi ce,
Lamps, 
Rugs and
Accessories!

MORE
style

FOR
LESS!

1106 E US Hwy 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com 
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035  
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6, Sat. 9-6 Sunday 12- 4

(Reta) Marlene Kramer, CFP® ™
Home Equity Conversion Specialist
NMLS ID# 586246
Licensed in IN, IL and MI

offi ce 269.655.4631
cell 269.655.4631
fax 888.309.8865
Reta.Kramer@S1L.com
www.reversemortgagemidwest.com

Specializing in Reverse Mortgages

P   NMLS #107636
FHA Insured

Clients at least 62, 
talk to Marlene 
about Reverse 

Mortgage benefi ts.

Lori Robinson
Licensed Massage Therapist

NCTMB
AMTA Member

517-881-6539
320 S Marshall St.

New Buffalo, MI 49117
www.mimassagestudio.com M
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$250 Off Extra Large 
Pizza

$200 Off Large Pizza
$150 Off Medium Pizza

$100 Off Small Pizza
Not Good With Any Other Offer

FAMILY SPECIAL
Large 1 Topping Pizza

Breadsticks
2 liter Pop

$2199
+ Tax

Not Good With Any Other Offer

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY
DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

LUNCH BUFFET 11 AM-2 PM MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

Sunday Noon- 10 pm • M-Th 11 am-10 pm • F-S 11-12 Midnight

5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

Campground Hosts Needed
Indiana’s state parks and reservoir properties 

seek volunteers to serve as campground hosts in ex-
change for free camping during their service.

Hosts work a minimum of 20 hours per week. The 
volunteer period varies at sites, based on the num-
ber of applicants and the amount and type of work 
required.

A complete list of site availability and detailed 
information about hosting duties is at stateparks.
IN.gov/2404.htm or by contacting specifi c properties. 
Completion of a volunteer application is required by 
downloading a form at stateparks.IN.gov/2443.htm

Festival Adds “Romeo and Juliet”
The Notre Dame Shakespeare Festival has in-

cluded a special addition to its latest season: a 
three-night-only run of “Romeo and Juliet” tied to 
its 2015 theme: “Love, Loss and Laughter.”

Professional actors will perform a 75-minute ver-
sion of Shakespeare’s famous love story while incor-
porating live acoustic music. Performances are at 7 
p.m. EST Thursday through Saturday, March 5-7, 
at Notre Dame’s Philbin Studio Theatre. Tickets are 
$20 for adults, $15 for Notre Dame faculty/staff and 
$10 for students. 

The six-member cast will lead workshops and 
perform in area schools, including Clay High School 
(South Bend), Concord High School (Elkhart), 
Elkhart Central High School, Elkhart Memorial 
High School, Plymouth County High School and 
Stanley Clark School (South Bend).

In addition to “Romeo and Juliet,” upcoming 
NDSF productions at Notre Dame’s DeBartolo 
Performing Arts Center include the new come-
dy “William Shakespeare’s Long Lost First Play 
(abridged),” written and directed by playwrights 
Reed Martin and Austin Tichenor, beginning Aug. 
4, and Shakespeare’s “The Winter’s Tale,” directed 
by Drew Fracher and starting Aug. 18.

During the summer months, the NDSF also stages 
two free productions: “ShakeScenes” for community 
actors of all ages, and the annual Young Company 
production featuring college and university stu-
dents. The 2015 Young Company includes students 
from Notre Dame, St. Mary’s, the University of 
Iowa, the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign  
and the Guthrie Theatre’s University of Minnesota-
affi liated Bachelor of Fine Arts program. The Young 
Company will produce the comedy “Love’s Labor’s 
Lost,” directed by West Hyler in his second sum-
mer leading these early career artists. Hyler is best 
known for his work on Broadway, including “Jersey 
Boys” and “How the Grinch Stole Christmas.”

Visit shakespeare.nd.edu or call the DeBartolo 
Performing Arts Center Ticket Offi ce at (574) 631-
2800 for tickets or more information.

New Year,
New Rates!

Ask us how we can make your 
money work harder for you with 
our new CD Rates.
Multiple terms are available 
to fit your goals!

Learn more online!

269-469-2222
www.newbuffalosavings.com

New Buffalo  |  Three Oaks  |  Sawyer



February 26, 2015Page 14
THE

• Dance Citron (French 
Club) — Teams of two 
balance a lemon be-
tween their foreheads 
and must dance with-
out dropping it. Won by 
German Club.

• Tomato Challenge 
(Spanish Club) — Con-
testants try to hit one 
another with a nerf 
ball while standing in 
a small box. Won by 
Spanish Club.

• Tortilla Toss (Spanish 
Club) — Participants 
toss tortillas like Fris-
bees from increasing 
distances. Won by Ger-
man Club.

• Kendama (Japanese 
Club) — Total number 
of catches on a “kenda-
ma” by team members

 are added up. Won by Japanese Club.
• Chopstick Race (Japanese Club) — Five partici-

pants pass small objects down a row using chop-
sticks. Won by German Club.

• Table Tennis (Japanese Club) — A quick game 
of the classic “ping pong.” The fi rst to fi ve points 
wins. Won by German Club.
MCHS foreign language teachers include Dan 

Ruth, Mike Tsugawa, Jennifer Gracyalny, Shelly 
McGuire, Cathy Eldridge and Brian Meyers.

Michigan City High School Holds Foreign Language Olympics
Michigan City High 

School held its annual 
Foreign Language Olym-
pics at Michigan City 
High School on Feb. 13, 
with German students 
reigning supreme by 
sweeping six of the 10 
events.

Clubs offered at the 
school (French, German, 
Japanese and Spanish) 
create unique events re-
lating to the culture of 
their language, then fi eld 
teams to compete against 
one another. The fes-
tivities concluded with a 
meal. 

This year’s events 
were:
• Coaster Flip (German 

Club) — Students try 
to fl ip a coaster hang-
ing partway off a table into the air, catching it 
before it falls. Won by German Club.

• Soccer Kick (German Club) — Players kick a soc-
cer ball down a hallway into a goal guarded by a 
trash can. Won by Spanish Club.

• Root Beer Chug (German Club) — No description 
needed. Won by German Club.

• Tour de France (French Club) — Clubs relay race 
down hallways on scooters. No hands are allowed. 
Won by Spanish Club.
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Wildlife Habitat Projects
Late winter is the best time to pursue many wild-

life habitat projects.
That’s according to the Department of Natural 

Resources, Division of Fish & Wildlife, which says 
the ground often is dry or frozen. The timing also 
prevents confl icts with nesting wildlife in spring, 
while managing wooded and shrubby areas is easier 
to do before leaves emerge and sap fl ows.

Winter habitat management suggestions are:
• Conduct woodland edge enhancement and fencer-

ow rejuvenation. Winter is the best time to cut 
brush, limbs and trees for “feathering” edges be-
tween mature woodlands and grasslands, wet-
lands or agricultural areas.

• Create forest openings, which benefi t numerous 
wildlife species.

• Make brush piles, which create escape-cover for 
game birds, songbirds, small mammals and other 
forms of wildlife. Piles placed close to transitional 
areas between habitat types provide increased 
benefi ts.  

• Build and hang nesting boxes. Clean and main-
tain them as well to prepare them for spring use.

• Frost seed. Common frost-seeding species include 
introduced legumes such as clovers, alfalfa and 
birdsfoot trefoil. Frost seeding also can be effec-
tive for warm-season grasses, wildfl owers and 
food plots.

• Employ sodium supplementation. Crush salt 
blocks and distribute the fragments along fi eld 
borders and habitat edges. Sodium supplementa-
tion is not to be confused with using baits, lures 
or attractants while hunting, which is illegal.
More information on species and habit is at 

wildlife.IN.gov/2352.htm under “Landowner Assis-
tance.” Obtain offi cial information by contacting a  
district wildlife biologist listed at wildlife.IN.gov/
fi shwild/2716.htm

Swingbellys.org

3101 E. U.S. 12 • Michigan City, IN
Just East of Karwick Rd

SWINGBELLY’S

Top ‘O the
morning
wee lass

If you really want
to pretend you’re 
Irish, take me to 

Swingbelly’s for the 
BEST Corned Beef 

and Cabbage

                    

                                              at the Schoolhouse Shop
278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304

 (219) 926-5001 Closed Tuesdays

Dune

  Clothiers
apparel for

men & women

NEW SPRING 
APPAREL ARRIVING!
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available through 

Westchester Public Library:
• Friday Night Movie, “Big Hero 6,” at 6:30 

p.m. Friday, Feb. 27, at the Library Service 
Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

The movie, which is rated PG, has a running time 
of 102 minutes. 

• Battles of the American Civil War from 6 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 25, and 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Feb. 28, in the Bertha Wood meeting 
room at Thomas Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., 
Chesterton.

History buff and Civil War enthusiast Thomas 
Murphy will lead the discussion, which centers on 
the Battle of Antietam.

• Knitting Together at the Museum from 1 to 
5 p.m. Sunday, March 1, at Westchester Town-
ship History Museum, located in the Brown 
Mansion, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

Those who crochet or do needlework also are in-
vited to the free program.

• Celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday as part of 
Read Across America from 3 to 4 p.m. Mon-
day, March 2, in the Children’s Department at 
Thomas Library.

The program includes story time, a journey 
around the library collecting puzzle pieces and Dr. 
Seuss games.

• Bits and Bytes series, “Introduction to 
Web Design,” from 1 to 3 p.m. Monday, March 
2, and 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 3, in the Se-
rials/Automation Department at Thomas Li-
brary.

Registration for both classes, which are free, is 
under way. To reserve a spot, visit or call the Serials 
Department at (219) 926-7696, Ext. 1125, or regis-
ter online at www.wpl.lib.in.us/. Click on the Bits 
and Bytes link.

• Bits and Bytes, “Intro to Minecraft,” from 
1 to 3 p.m. Monday, March 9, and 6 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 10, in the Serials/Automation 
Department at Thomas Library.

Registration for both classes, which are free, is 
under way. To reserve a spot, visit or call the Serials 
Department at (219) 926-7696, Ext. 1125, or regis-
ter online at www.wpl.lib.in.us/. Click on the Bits 
and Bytes link.

January R.O.S.E. Winner
Janet Baines was named Visit Michigan City La 

Porte’s January Recognition of Service Excellence  
winner.

Baines is the inside sales and customer service 
representative at The Beacher, where she has 
worked for 26 years.

“I like the family atmosphere here at The Beach-
er,” she said. “I work with a good team.”

This is what the nominator wrote about the ser-
vice people receive from Baines: “I have worked for 
this local publication for about a year and a half, 
and I’ve come to the conclusion that, when it comes 
to customer service, she is the heart of this company. 
Countless people walk in off the street seeking our 
services, and she is the fi rst person people meet as 
they enter the building. She always has a smile for 
customers. I’ve seen her be involved in the middle of a 
huge project, a customer arrives and she stops what 
she’s doing and assists him/her, without any sign 
of being busy with something else. I suspect many 
customers stop by as well because they enjoy the con-
versation that comes from working with someone as 
delightful as her.”

Baines received a framed certifi cate and a rose 
corsage with a $100 bill folded inside. She will be in-
vited to the annual R.O.S.E. luncheon in the spring, 
when she will be considered for additional awards 
and be nominated for Indiana’s annual Hoosier 
Hospitality Award.

Janet Baines 
appears with 
her R.O.S.E. 
certifi cate.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
TO RE-ELECT

GALE NEULIEB - CITY CLERK

Saturday, February 28, 2015 • 4 to 7 pm
Ryan’s Irish Pub • 401 Franklin Street

$10.00
Tickets courtesy of Committee to Re-Elect Gale Neulieb - City Clerk
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Your

Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

Book Drive & Party
Settlers Place, 3304 Monroe St., La Porte, will 

celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday with a book drive and 
party from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Monday, March 2.

The free event, open to the public, will include 
Dr. Seuss stories, games, gift bags for children, 
cake and refreshments. Guests are encouraged to 
take donations for United Way of La Porte Coun-
ty’s “United for Children Kindergarten Countdown 
Camps.” Books should be age appropriate.

Call (219) 326-7283 for more information.

Monarch Butterfl ies Program
“Attracting and Raising Monarch Butterfl ies,” 

presented through Friends of the Library’s Com-
munity Forum, is at 7 p.m. EST Tuesday, March 
3, at New Buffalo Township Public Library, 33 N. 
Thompson St.

Award-winning master gardeners Jan Koss and 
Barb Merton will show ways — simple and com-
plex — to protect and nurture monarch butterfl ies 
in backyards. The program comes on the heels of 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service offi cials announcing 
a multi-million dollar awareness and conservation 
campaign after learning about 970 million monarch 
butterfl ies have vanished since 1990.  

Upcoming programs include (all times Eastern): 
deer-resistant plants at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 
13; the fi rst in a series on the sustainability project 
involving local farmers, chefs and grocers at 6 p.m. 
EST Tuesday, March 31; and planning a spring gar-
den at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 21. 

Call (269) 469-2933, follow the facebook link at 
www.newbuffalo.michlibrary.org or email new.buf-
falo.FOL@gmail.com for more information.
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Energy Academy Partnership Grant
Gov. Mike Pence and the Indiana Regional Works 

Councils have announced the 2015 Innovative Ca-
reer and Technical Education Grant recipients, 
which included a $223,809 grant to the NIPSCO 
Energy Academy in Michigan City.

That endeavor is a partnership of the La Porte 
County Career and Technical Education Program, 
Michigan City Area Schools and NIPSCO. 

The grants, provided by the Indiana General As-
sembly, support new learning opportunities at the 
regional level that involve collaborations between 
local business and education partners. Statewide, 
eight projects received grants for the 2015 cycle, to-
taling more than $1 million. Funds awarded to La 
Porte County’s CTE program will support an ex-
pansion of energy related course offerings, energy 
simulators, lab equipment, a summer internship 
program, career awareness for early grades and 
teacher and mentor training. 

The NIPSCO Energy Academy launched this past 
fall, preparing area students for high-demand jobs 
in the electronics, energy and utility industries. The 
only initiative of its kind in Indiana, it is open to 
students from Michigan City High School, La Porte 
High School, New Prairie High School, South Cen-
tral High School, La Crosse High School and West-
ville High School.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered through Indi-

ana Dunes State Park:
Saturday, Feb. 28
• 10 a.m. — Snowshoe Shuffl e.
Meet the park interpreter in the Nature Center 

for an introduction to the mode of winter transpor-
tation. Guests then try on a pair for a short walk 
through the winter woods. A short hike will be of-
fered if there isn’t enough snow.

• 2 p.m. — This Walk Stinks.
Meet at the Nature Center for a special hike to 

dune wetlands to fi nd the fi rst signs of spring, in-
cluding a wildfl ower known for its unique odor.

Sunday, March 1
• 10 a.m. — Feed the Birds.
Join a naturalist outside the Nature Center for 

the daily feeding. Get close views of chickadees, car-
dinals and woodpeckers.

• 2 p.m. — Winter Alive.
Meet at the Nature Center auditorium for a look 

at how state park animals survive the winter. Live 
animals are part of the program.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

Montessori School Exhibit
There’s still time to view artwork by Chesterton 

Montessori School students at Chesterton Art Cen-
ter, 115 S. Fourth St.

Approximately 45 stu-
dents from grades one 
through six are participat-
ing in the show, which con-
tinues through Saturday.

After last year’s specifi c 
theme-based projects, the 
program has returned to 
the nuts and bolts of creat-
ing art. This year’s theme 
revolves around the basics 
of art. Color, shape, design 
and pattern play a promi-
nent roll in the 2-D and 
3-D works. 

“The art experience this 
year has been very in-
ward,” instructor Carrie 

Coslov said. “They (the students) have been given 
the freedom to draw from their own imaginations, 
and to use their sense of direction to guide them 
through the creative process towards unique fi nal 
pieces.” 

Visit www.chestertonart.com for more information.

One of the pieces included in 
the Chesterton Montessori 

School exhibit.
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Polish Heritage Essay Contest
The Polish Heritage Committee and Polish Busi-

ness & Professional Club of Michigan City are spon-
soring an essay contest where the winners receive 
college scholarships.

The competition is open to any high school senior 
living in La Porte County and accepted to college 
next year. Applicants must present proof of high 
school registration and acceptance to a college, uni-
versity or other post-secondary institution.

The essay theme is “Polish Heritage and What It 
Means to Me.” The submitted work, which should 
be a minimum of 1,000 words, can be based on per-
sonal experiences, researched or a combination of 
the two. Participants are strongly urged to do schol-
arly research into Polish culture and traditions. Re-
searched material, including information obtained 
from the Internet, must be properly documented. 
Any essay containing plagiarized material will be 
automatically disqualifi ed.

The judges panel is: James Pula, PNC history 
professor; Janusz Duzinkiewicz, PNC associate pro-
fessor of history; former educator Rita Fink; and 
university student Paulina Jagodzinska.

First prize is $500, second prize $250 and third 
prize $125.

The submission deadline is June 1. A Microsoft 
Word document is preferred. Unless having written 
confi rmation, don’t assume the essay was received.

Submissions must be sent to jduzinkiewicz@pnc.
edu or Janusz Duzinkiewicz, Social Studies Depart-
ment, Purdue University-North Central, Westville, 
IN 46391.

Tri-County Jr./Sr. High Exhibit
South Shore Arts is accepting entries for the 41st 

Annual Tri-County Junior/Senior High School Art 
Exhibition, which runs April 24 through May 15 at 
The Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 
Ridge Road, Munster.

A reception and awards ceremony are from 1 to 3 
p.m. Sunday, May 3.  

Invited to participate in the juried event are ju-
nior and senior high schools from Lake, Porter and 
La Porte counties in Indiana and south suburban 
Cook County in Illinois. It features original artwork 
by students in grades six through 12 from public, 
private and parochial schools.

Teachers interested in re-
ceiving an entry form should 
contact Laura Cutler at lau-
ra@southshoreartsonline.org 
or (219) 836-1839, Ext. 108. 
Art teachers will submit a list 
of student work to be entered 
in the exhibit. They then can 
install their student’s artwork 
in the gallery. The show fea-
tures a wide range of media, 
including drawings, paint-
ings, ceramics, photography, 
fi ber arts and sculpture. Tro-
phies are awarded for the 
best overall school display in 

the junior and senior high school levels.
More than $6,000 in prizes were awarded last 

year, including the $2,500 Donald H. Berwanger 
Scholarship Award for a graduating high school se-
nior to attend an accredited college or university to 
study fi ne art. Seniors are entered by their teacher 
and must submit an application, portfolio and letter 
of recommendation. 

The juror for this year’s show is Billy Pozzo. A 
professional freelance artist from Valparaiso, he 
received his associate’s degree from the American 
Academy of Art, Chicago, and has had numerous ex-
hibits in Northwest Indiana, Chicago, Indianapolis  
and New York. As juror, he will choose the recipi-
ents of awards such as Best in Show, First in Media, 
Awards of Distinction and Honorable Mention.

Visit www.southshoreartsonline.org for addition-
al information.

Juror Billy Pozzo’s acrylic on 
wood piece “Rooster.”
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wwww.landheatingandair.com  
Serving LaPorte County…Since 2003 

Toll Free…1-855-349-8551 

Since 1950

1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com
Your One-Stop Shop for the Finest Floor & Window Coverings

Drapery Sale
Fabric • Lining & Labor

20% off
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Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair
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Beacher photographer Bob Wellinski 
braved the extreme weather that marked 

Valentine’s Day, capturing whiteouts 
caused by intense winds, as well as a few 
tamer moments, to depict life amid “lake 

effect” along the city’s North End.
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What’s Cooking
by Jim LaRocco

What
by

Sharing Meadows exists today because of Father 
Dennis Blaney, whose vision took shape in 1991 
with the purchase of 185 acres of rolling land in ru-
ral La Porte County.  It now houses “other-abled” in-
dividuals in 15 homes in fi ve villages. The complex 
includes a community center/camp building, pool, 
administrative offi ce, a lake stocked with fi sh and 
a house for visitors. There also is a ceramics studio, 
wood shop and computer lab.

The Share Foundation, which operates Sharing 
Meadows, offers a variety of educational and vo-
cational programs throughout the year, including 
mini-camps one weekend a month to provide sup-
port, enjoyment and encouragement to attendees 18 
and older. Summer camp is held for fi ve weeks in 
June and July, offering activities such as arts and 
crafts, dancing, barbecues — plenty of opportuni-
ties to socialize.

The Share Foundation receives no money from 
the government, relying solely on the funds it raises 
through donations and the Leprechaun Hunt held 
every August. It also sells items made on site by 
the residents, such as rugs, dish towels and various 
food items, like Apple Butter.  

My family fi rst met Father Blaney when he was 
the parish priest at Sacred Heart Church in Michi-
gan City. We got to know him well over the years.  
Through our family business, LaRocco Pest Control, 
we have gotten to know Kathleen Kelly, the Share 
Foundation’s executive director, and have become 
even better friends with Father Blaney. 

The Share Foundation was the favorite charity 
of my parents — Joe and Mary — and soon became 
ours as well.

My wife, Sue, and I were looking for a way to give 
back, and we came up with the idea of an Italian 
dinner. It seemed a natural, being I love to cook. 
Sue and I investigated whether we could give the 
Share Foundation staff and residents a dinner par-
ty. Kathleen said they loved the idea.

So, Sunday, Feb. 15, marked the Second After 

Valentine’s Day Italian Dinner Party.  
Besides Sue and me, our son, Jim, and grandson, 

Cody, try to provide a little fun for the staff and res-
idents. It has been something we look forward to 
every year.

The week before starts out with Sue shopping for 
the red, white and green plates, cups and napkins.  
She wraps the silverware in a colored napkin and 
fi nishes it off with a napkin ring that looks like the 
Italian fl ag. The table has to be set just right with 
alternate red and green plates, napkins and cups. 
Then, she goes shopping for prizes for winners of 
the bean bag toss held after dinner and candy for 
gift bags.

For me, the work usually starts on Wednesday 
or Thursday when I make 10 gallons of spaghetti 
sauce. Then, I go shopping for the rest of the ingre-
dients to make the Italian dinner.

The menu is simple: baked ziti, meatballs, salad, 
garlic bread and dessert. I want to thank Arturo Po-
zos from Arturo’s Baked Goods & More for donating 
the garlic bread this year. Your donation was great-
ly appreciated. We also purchased two half sheet 
cakes for dessert. They were delicious.

Jim 
LaRocco 
(from 
right), his 
wife, Sue, 
and their 
grandson, 
Cody, about 
10 minutes 
before 
everyone 
lined up, 
ready to eat.

One of the 
dessert 
cakes.

For the fi rst time this year, I had a helper in the 
kitchen: my grandson Cody, the budding chef you 
met in a previous column.  

One of the best gifts I have received from my wife 
is a meat mixer. A thoughtful gift...because I usually 
make 400 to 500 pounds of Italian sausage a year.  
It saves wear and tear on these old hands.

I taught Cody how to mix the meat and season-
ings, and bored him with the story of how I used to 
work in a butcher shop and made sausage, not with 
a mixer, but by hand.  

After the meat and seasonings were properly 
mixed, I taught Cody how to roll the perfect meat-
ball. The trick is to keep your hands moist. He was 
proud of his fi rst meatball. I informed him we only 
had to repeat it 119 more times. I have found a large 
ice cream scoop with the trigger provides the need-
ed amount of meat for a perfect 2.5 ounce meatball.
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Friday night, while 10 gallons of spaghetti sauce 
were simmering on the stove, we cooked the meat-
balls. It is so much easier when you have an oven 
that will hold six pans at a time. It takes only about 
two hours to complete. When the meatballs cooled, 
I placed them in the pan from my electric roaster 
and covered them with sauce, placing foil over the 
top so they didn’t dry out, and placed them in the 
refrigerator. 

on a separate table. It all has to look just right.
The Share Foundation has a great kitchen facil-

ity that makes cooking a large meal a breeze. They 
have a nice convection oven that allows me to cook 
all the garlic bread at one time. Two huge ovens. A 
cook’s dream. The roaster full of meatballs is turned 
on, the chafi ng dishes are ready and lit. Now, it is 
time to eat. 

The meal 
included 

baked ziti, 
meatballs, 

garlic bread 
and salad.

On Saturday morning, we prepared the main 
dish — baked ziti — by  half cooking the noodles, 
rinsing them in cold water to stop the cooking pro-
cess, draining them, mixing them in a bowl with the 
sauce, placing them in the aluminum pans and cov-
ering them with mozzarella cheese and spices. We 
made 13 pans of ziti. Remember, it is a mortal sin 
for a Sicilian to ever run out of food.

After everything was fi nished, I had one of the 
worst ideas in years. Why not take the food out 
there Saturday to make it easier on us Sunday? 
Great idea? Not! Remember the weather on Val-
entine’s Day? Then you know it was not the best 
idea. I decided to take County Road 1000 North to 
County Road 300 East to get to my destination. An 
even better idea. I made good use of my vehicle’s 
four-wheel drive technology, plowing through drifts 
fi nally arriving at my destination. 

I put everything in the refrigerators and headed 
home. The trip home was not as much fun. It took 
about two hours and a detour through La Porte.

I like to prepare things ahead of time so that the 
pots, pans and mess are cleaned up and not waiting 
for me when I return home. All we have to do is load 
up the vehicles in the morning. The night before, 
everything is placed in the laundry room so nothing 
gets forgotten.  

We all go to bed a little earlier the night before 
the event. I usually have a little more trouble get-
ting to sleep. I am going over in my mind, is every-
thing fi nished?  Did we forget anything?  Did I make 
enough? In the morning, we double and triple check 
to make sure nothing is forgotten.

We arrived at the Share Foundation at around 
11:30 a.m. Sunday. While I was getting the ziti 
ready for the oven and the food line set up, Sue and 
Cody set the tables and placed the candy gift bags 

Cody served the baked ziti, Sue dished out the 
garlic bread and salad and I handed out the meat-
balls. The meatballs are always a hit. Seconds, or 
thirds, are encouraged.

After dessert, there are prizes to win. This year, 
there were DVDs for those who were able to hit the 
bull’s-eye in the bean bag toss.

All too quickly, it is over. The residents show their 
appreciation with songs, smiles, hugs and “You are 
coming back again next year, aren’t you”?  Through-
out the year while doing my pest control rounds, I 
am told by the residents that they can hardly wait 
for February.

No one in my family minds the work. The smiles 
on their faces make it all worthwhile. We have nev-
er had a more appreciative group, which makes it 
that much more fun for us. We say our goodbyes and 
leave, looking forward to next year.

Until next time, enjoy.
P.S. —  Don’t forget the Leprechaun Hunt, which 

is Sunday, Aug. 2. Contact the Share Foundation at 
(219) 778-2585 for more information.

Contact Jim at jim@jimlarocco.com

Jim and 
Sue place 
salad and 
meatballs 

on the 
plate of a 

Sharing 
Meadows 
resident.

Pictured after the meal are (front row, from left) Share Foundation Execu-
tive Director Kathleen Kelly and Sue LaRocco. The back row is (from left) 

Jim LaRocco, Father Dennis Blaney and Cody LaRocco. 
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1-888-327-1010 • 1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN • 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

PNC Again Earns NAIA Status
Purdue University-North Central has been 

named a National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Champions of Character institution for 
the 2013-2014 academic year.

PNC has earned the award every year since 2002. 
This year, it was among 168 institutions named as 
Five-Star Award winners.

Champions of Character’s mission is to raise a 
generation of students that understands and dem-
onstrates respect, responsibility, integrity, servant 
leadership and sportsmanship. The program stress-
es that being a champion is not just about winning, 
but also making good decisions in daily life.

To be considered a Champions of Character insti-
tution, schools must demonstrate how the program 
is incorporated in athletic contests, public-service 
projects, established policies related to behavior in 
practice and game situations, athletic and academic 
environment and character education.

PNC student-athletes performed many charita-
ble events in surrounding communities. Activities 
in 2013-2014 included the baseball team assisting 
with the Boys & Girls Club, Salvation Army soup 
kitchens and a winter clinic for Little Leaguers with 
the Valparaiso Parks Department.

The softball team prepared food for the homeless 
and put together a holiday toy drive with Daniel’s 
Cause. The basketball and volleyball teams hosted 
a clinic for The Courts of Northwest Indiana in Val-
paraiso. The basketball team also read to Hobart 
grade-school students.

The baseball, basketball and softball teams in-
cluded a “Give Five” program, with each team mem-
ber performing fi ve hours of community service. 
With more than 50 players, and each player exceed-
ing the fi ve-hour minimum, the teams donated more 
than 200 hours to community service in 2013-2014.

“Apple Teacher Monthly Moment”

As part of Scholastic Reading Club’s “Apple Teacher Monthly Moment” 
sweepstakes, Lake Hills Elementary was one of 10 schools out of 

210,000 entrants across the nation to win a free lunch on Feb. 18. Local 
restaurant JJ’s Pizza Shack provided a full meal and Uptown Cakery a 

cake honoring second-grade teacher Leanne Rogers.

827 Franklin Street
(219) 871-1223

thepickleandturnip.com
JOIN OUR VIP LIST - text to - 36000 -message - T977
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“Remembering the 844”
The Michigan City Historical Society Inc. and 

Old Lighthouse Museum will honor the 100th anni-
versary of the SS Eastland disaster, which occurred 
July 24, 1915, at 11 a.m. Saturday, July 25.

Tax-deductible donations are being sought to 
fund the memorial.

The Eastland capsized on its port side in the Chi-
cago River, killing 844 men, women and children 
headed to Michigan City for the fi fth annual Haw-
thorne Club picnic at Michigan City’s lakefront, 
held by Western Electric Co.’s Hawthorne Works 
of Cicero, Ill. More than 7,000 tickets were sold for 
the event. Boarding the Eastland were 2,501 pas-
sengers. The tragedy represents the single greatest 
loss of life in Great Lakes maritime history.

Donations can be sent to Michigan City Histori-
cal Society Inc.-SS Eastland Memorial, P.O. Box 
512, Michigan City, IN 46360-0512. Call (219) 872-
6133 for more information.

Indiana Dunes Birding Festival
Celebrate bird migration through the Indiana 

Dunes region at the inaugural Indiana Dunes Bird-
ing Festival on May 7-10.

Organized by the Indiana Audubon Society, the 
event will highlight the dunes area’s biodiversity 
and bird-watching opportunities. Indiana Dunes 
State Park and Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
will serve as host sites. 

Participants can choose from more than 25 guid-
ed fi eld trips and carpool tours to view migrating 
birds and more than 25 bird-related programs. Pro-
grams include live raptor presentations and species 
identifi cation workshops. Evening events include 
owl and whip-poor-will excursions, and a family-
friendly “birds and brew” on multiple nights.

James Currie, of National Geographic’s “Birding 
Adventures” TV show, will give the keynote presen-
tation Saturday night. During “Not Your Grandma’s 
Audubon,” he will share his experiences hosting and 
producing his show. The keynote includes dinner, a 
silent auction and vendor marketplace.

Registration for priority Indiana Audubon Soci-
ety members has begun. General early-bird regis-
tration opens March 1. The registration cost for the 
entire festival starts at $45 for adults and $30 for 
youth 18 and younger. Register at indunesbirding-
festival.com.

More information is available on the festival web-
site, and at the Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 
N. Indiana 49, Porter. Those interested also can 
call the information desk at (219) 926-1390 (state 
park) or (219) 395-1882 (national lakeshore), or vis-
it stateparks.IN.gov/2980.htm (state park) or nps.
gov/indu (national lakeshore).

Cadet Introduces Visclosky

JROTC Cadet Capt. Alex Wyman introduced State Rep. Pete Visclosky, 
who spoke at the Feb. 19 Michigan City Rotary Club meeting. Wyman, a 

Michigan City High School senior, will pursue a degree in aeronautical en-
gineering technology, with a minor in mathematics, at Purdue University.

Presents Nic Orbovich & Friends!
featuring Robert Auler, piano; 

Zofi a Glashauser, violin
Sunday, March 15, 2015, 3:00 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church, 121 W. Ninth Street
Free admission!

Violinist and MCCMF co-founder Nic Orbovich is presenting a 
free recital which will feature two of his longtime friends and 
colleagues (and MCCMF audience favorites!) Robert Auler and 
Zofi a Glashauser.
The program will chart the history and development of the 
French school of violin playing, and promises to be enlightening, 
educational and fun! Works by Jean Marie LeClaire, Eugene Ysaye 
and exciting works by Gabriel Pierne and Henri Vieuxtemps, of 
which Nic has recently discovered, will be performed. Plus, 
some surprising R&B stylings from “Robbie”!

www.mccmf.org

Michigan City
Chamber Music Festival
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Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Volunteers Honored
Volunteers Alex and Jude Rakowski were hon-

ored during International Friendship Gardens’ an-
nual membership meeting Feb. 15 at Lindo’s Res-
taurant in Michigan City.

As part of efforts to 
recognize volunteers, 
the Rakowskis, referred 
to as “gardening an-
gels,” received a plaque 
as 17-year volunteers.

Board President 
Richard Houck con-
ducted the meeting 
membership. Members 
elected for 2015-2018 
terms were: Mary Fox, 
John Leinweber, Phil 
Poznanski and Ron 
Taylor. 

Board member Steve 
Kahn gave an update 

on the changes coming to the Gardens this year. The 
Gardens will celebrate its 80 anniversary with spe-
cial events such as Maple Sugar Camp, Lyric in the 
Gardens, Native American Day, Polish Fest, Butter-
fl y Program, Shakespeare in the Gardens and Tur-
key Walk. New events and special programs will be 
announced soon. The new website, www.friendship-
gardens.org, has been updated. 

The Gardens will be open for Maple Sugar Camp 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, March 1. The annual 
event draws many families to watch maple trees be-
ing tapped, taste maple sap and watch the cooking 
sap over open fi res. 

Friendship Gardens opens its regular season on 
Mother’s Day, May 10, and subsequently will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday through 
Sunday. Two hours have been added to the daily 
schedule. Dogs on leads are welcome. 

Anyone who would like to volunteer at the Gar-
dens may call (219) 878-9885 and leave a message, 
or visit www:friendshipgardens.org.

Alex and Jude Rakowski 
appear with their special 

recognition plaque.

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. Hol-
mesville Road, La Porte. Call (219) 
325-8315 or visit www.laportecoun-
typarks.org for more information.

Stroller, Baby and You
Aimed at toddlers and preschoolers, programs in-

clude music, dance, storytelling and a hike (weather 
permitting).

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Monday, 
March 2, 16 and 30, and April 6, 13 and 27 at Red 
Mill County Park. Call at least one week in advance 
to register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate.

Programs are from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at Red Mill 
County Park. The cost is $5 per child/per program. 
Pre-registration and payment are required at least 
one week in advance or until full, whichever comes 
fi rst. The lineup is:
• March 11 — “Insect Insight.”
• April 1 — “Turtle Talk.” 
• April 15 — “Spring Has Sprung.”

Senior Lifestyles
Join the free 55+ Club, a social club designed for 

adults 55 and older to learn and explore various 
types of nature. Free coffee is served to participants.

The group meets from 9 to 10 a.m. at Luhr Coun-
ty Park Nature Center, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West, La Porte. Call at least one week in advance to 
register. The schedule is:
• March 4 — “Sleep Disorders and Their Effects on 

Your Health” with Mindi Whittacker.
• April 1  — “Heart Disease Risk Factors —  Know 

Your Numbers” with cardiovascular nurse navi-
gator Nancy Blossom.

• May 6 — “Gardening” with Sacha Burns of Sunk-
issed Organics.

Spa Day at the Park
The free event that highlights information, sam-

ple services and/or products is from 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, March 14, at Red Mill’s Pat Smith Hall.

The fi rst 50 present receive a goodie bag. Vendors 
will present everything from aromatherapy and 
facials to massages and make-at-home spa treat-
ments. Those interested in being a vendor should 
contact Laura Moyer at (219) 324-5855.

Classifi eds work! Call 879-0088
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Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Basket Weaving, 9:15 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 28.
Margie Warner is the instructor. All materials 

are provided. Registration and a $10 deposit are 
required. Stop by circulation to see the basket and 
verify the cost.

• Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss! at 3:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 2.

Celebrate the author’s birthday with the Read 
Across America Challenge. Families (or individu-
als) are encouraged to read together for one hour. A 
raffl e for prizes will follow at 4:30 p.m. for partici-
pants 12 and younger who read for one hour.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays, March 
4, 11, 18 and 25.

Children birth to age 5 accompanied by an adult/
guardian can participate in stories, songs and crafts. 
Arrive a few minutes early to receive a name tag.

• Knitting Club for All Ages at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18 and 25.

Take size 9 straight knitting needles, worsted 
yarn and tape measure (optional). Contact Joanne 
Hale at joeyAB1971@yahoo.com or (219) 814-4398 
for more information.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

Headmaster Takes New Position
Michael Kennedy is resigning 

from his position as La Lumiere 
School headmaster effective June 
30 to become Head of School at The 
Frances Xavier Warde School in 
Chicago. 

Kennedy began his 11-year ten-
ure as La Lumiere headmaster in 

2004. During that time, enrollment increased by 
97 percent, with a record student body of 232 for 
the current academic year. The academic program 
expanded to include 17 new courses and areas of 
study. Emphasizing faculty development, the num-
ber of staff with advanced degrees increased by 
more than 35 percent over the past decade. 

As part of the school’s 50th anniversary celebra-
tion, Kennedy welcomed Chief Justice John Rob-
erts Jr., a 1973 La Lumiere graduate, to speak at 
commencement in 2013. He also guided the school 
through an aspirational Strategic Plan, championed 
the Courageous Vision capital campaign, resulting 
in $5.2 million at its completion in 2010 and spear-
headed the school’s fi rst Campus Master Plan.

Kennedy graduated from La Lumiere in 1986. 
He graduated from Boston College in 1990, later 
earning a master’s degree in administration from 
The University of Notre Dame. After graduating 
from Boston College, he began his career in second-
ary education at Georgetown Preparatory School, 
North Bethesda, Md. He returned to La Lumiere, 
serving as teacher, coach and administrator from 
1992 to 1996. After a year as admissions director 
at Marmion Academy, Aurora, Ill., he joined The 
Latin School of Chicago as assistant director of ad-
missions and in 1999 became director of admissions 
and fi nancial aid until returning to La Lumiere as 
headmaster.

 POSH!POSH!
Upscale Consignment Boutique
 109 N. Barton Street
 New Buffalo, MI 49117
 (Located across from Brewster’s Cafe) 

 269-469-0505

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY, 12-5PM

             marie@poshnewbuff alo.com             marie@poshnewbuff alo.com

Your Good Clothes Deserve POSH!POSH!

Skip the mall and come to POSH! POSH! 
for one-of-a-kind shopping!

 Tired of your winter wear?  Tired of your winter wear?  
Visit POSH! for an additional piece or two Visit POSH! for an additional piece or two 

to perk up your wardrobe.to perk up your wardrobe.
Taking select winter items through Taking select winter items through 

February. Spring is creeping in.February. Spring is creeping in.
We’re stylin’!We’re stylin’!

Taking spring consignments: 
please call for appointment.

Come See Us!

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Greece

featuring Greek Island Cruising
9 Day Holiday • 14 Meals

Departure Date:
October 13, 2015

Presentation: 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 24, at MC Senior Center

Live Debt Free. 
File Chapter 7 Bankruptcy this year and get rid of all bills.

Use part of your tax refund and pay 
off all your debts this year...

Call 219-879-2889 that is 879-ATTY 
to learn how to Get a Fresh Start!

DOUG BERNACCHI
BAPCPA Debt Relief Agency

215 W. 8th St., Michigan City
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Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

China Trip Meeting
Michigan City Area Chamber of Commerce, 200 

E. Michigan Blvd., will host a free informational 
meeting on its upcoming “Experience China” trip at  
5:15 p.m. Tuesday, March 3.

The Chamber is continuing its International 
Awareness Program by offering trips that depart 
Oct. 10. The general public is invited to join the 
nine-day trips, one of which includes a visit to the 
Terra Cotta Warriors in Xi’an.

Chamber board member Stephanie Oberlie and 
husband, George, took the trip along with other 
area travelers.

“The China trip was, for us, a trip of a lifetime,” 
she said. “Experiencing an ancient culture with 
educated tour guides to some of the most amazing 
places on earth was truly memorable. When you 
then factor in the affordable cost of the trip, it is an 
experience you cannot miss.”

Oberlie and other local travelers who have taken 
the trip will share photos, along with details for 
those interested in participating this year. Infor-
mation will include itineraries and travel arrange-
ments, visa applications and procedures.

Reservations for the trip and a $300 deposit are 
due by June 22. The overall cost includes English-
speaking tour guides, round-trip airfare from JFK 
to Beijing, four- and fi ve-star hotel accommoda-
tions, three full meals a day, Chinese domestic air 
and ground transportation, admission to all tours 
and attractions and all tips.

Call the chamber at (219) 874-6221 or visit Michi-
ganCityChamber.com for more information.

Local Teen Nominated for Honor
Local teen Brenda Dukes has 

been nominated for Boys & Girls 
Club of America’s Youth of the 
Year award.

The honor recognizes youth 
between 14 and 18 who partici-
pate in their local Boys & Girls 
Clubs and demonstrate leader-
ship in the community.  

The nomination means Dukes will attend the 
state competition March 12 and 13 in Indianapolis. 
Judging is based on a written application, interview 
and speech. If Dukes is selected there, she moves on 
to the regional level, with a possibility of being one 
of fi ve candidates sent to the national level.  

Dukes was named Youth of the Year by the Boys 
& Girls Club of Michigan City because of her aca-
demic excellence, a healthy lifestyle and service 
work.  She has been a member of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Michigan City since eighth grade and al-
ready has completed 175 volunteer hours this year. 

A senior at Michigan City High School, she par-
ticipates in the Anti-Bullying Club there, as well as 
Safe Harbor’s Lead & Seed, a drug and alcohol ab-
stinence group. She is at corporal level in JROTC, 
which she has participated in since ninth grade. In 
January, she received MCHS’ Student of the Month 
award.

Dukes began special education in pre-school.  
Since then, she has been part of the special edu-
cation program. She says she worked hard to over-
come various obstacles, including a fear of being 
bullied and her willingness speaking out in public.  

“I was 16 when I decided I would not allow these 
fears to get me down,” she said. “I have a strong re-
lationship with my mom, and she encouraged me to 
always be myself.  She worked really hard to always 
help me and be there for me, especially with school.  
She is the one who encouraged me never to let my 
fears get to me.”  

Dukes now dedicates her time to inspiring others 
and making sure teens do what is right for them.  
She will graduate from MCHS this year and plans 
to attend Ivy Tech Community College in Michi-
gan City, then move on to Purdue University-North 
Central to earn a degree in special education and 
teaching at the elementary school level.
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De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711

Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza”  • Michigan City, IN 46360 • “Open 7 Days”                        

219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax  • email: dunelandhome@gmail.com      

Museum Has First Executive Director
After more than 25 years in existence, New Buffa-

lo Railroad Museum, 530 S. Whittaker St., has hired 
its fi rst executive director, Kimberlee Beck Wendt.

Since 1989, the museum has been the longest 
standing local history and cultural site in the great-
er New Buffalo area. So, The Pokagon Fund Board 
of Directors recently announced capacity building 
support with a $10,000 grant, arriving on the heals 
of a $30,000 anonymous donation late last year for 
the same purpose.

Wendt has served as communications and events 
manager for Great Lakes Marketing Services Inc., Ka-
lamazoo, Mich. Prior roles have included marketing 
and logistics manager for Motor Vehicle Prep LLC., 
Las Vegas; marketing manager of Vacation Village 
Hotel and Casino, also in Las Vegas; advertising ac-
count representative, Artistic Energy Group — News 
Publications of Three Oaks, Mich.; and retail winery 
and special events manager of Berrien Vintners Win-
ery, Harbert, Mich. She has a bachelor of arts degree 
from the College of Communications Arts and Scienc-
es at Michigan State University and is a 1982 gradu-
ate of River Valley High School, Three Oaks.

Wendt starts the position March 2. The museum 
will reopen for the season April 3. It also will host 
the Fourth Annual Box Car Buffet Celebrity Ban-
quet at Skip’s Restaurant on Friday, April 17.

       Feb. 17, 2015
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Striking Beauties 21.5  6.5
2. IncrediBowls 18  10
3. Alley Katz  16  12
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. June Salmon  211
2. Liz Lutterbach  189
3. Tammy Vouri  176
4. Tammy Nelmar  172
5. Jill Mellen  167
6. Pat Shikany  152

❑

Lenore Hadaway  431
STRIKES IN A ROW
June Salmon  5
Tammy Vouri  4
Liz Lutterbach  3
SPLITS
1. Nancy Kubath  2-7
2. Mary Lou McFadden  3-10
3. Lenore Hadaway  3-10
4. Barb Macudzinski  5-7
5. Liz Lutterbach  2-7 

Construction | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Jim Kypuros  
NMLS #188255  
C: 708.205.0417 

laportesavingsbank.com
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area:
February 26 — “40 Years of Collecting” with 

Patric McCoy, 7:30 p.m., Lubeznik Center for the 
Arts, 101 W. Second St. Free. Info: (219) 874-4900, 
www. lubeznikcenter.org

February 26 — Read Across America activities, 
4:30-6:30 p.m., Westville Public Library, 153 W. 
Main St.

February 27 — Friday Night Movie, “Big Hero 
6,” 6:30 p.m., Westchester Public Library Service 
Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

February 27-March 3 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. 
Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Citizen 
Four.” Rated R. Times: 6 p.m. Fri., Sat. & Mon. Also: 
“Still Alice.” Rated PG-13. Times: 9 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 
and 3:15 p.m. Sat. & Sun. Also: “Oscar Nominated 
Short Films — Documentary.” Not rated. Time: 6 
p.m. Sun. All times Eastern. Info: vickerstheatre.com

February 28 — Black History Month program, 
the Underground Railroad in La Porte County, 1 
p.m., La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte. Free. Info: (219) 324-
6767.

February 28 — Snowshoe Shuffl e, 10 a.m., Na-
ture Center @ Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. 
County Road 25 East (north end of Indiana 49), 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Through February 28 — Vintage valentine dis-
play, La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte. Hours: 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Tues.-Sat. Info: (219) 324-6767, www.laporte-
countyhistory.org

March 1 — Meet-the-artist reception, illustra-
tor/fi ne artist Mitch Markovitz, 1:30 p.m., Pines Vil-
lage Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village 
Circle, Valparaiso. Info: (219) 465-1591.

March 2 — Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss!, 3:30 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 2 — Dr. Seuss’ birthday book drive & par-
ty, 5:30-7 p.m., Settlers Place, 3304 Monroe St., La 
Porte. Info: (219) 326-7283.

March 3 — Free “Experience China” infor-
mational meeting, 5:15 p.m., Michigan City Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 200 E. Michigan Blvd. Info:  
(219) 874-6221, MichiganCityChamber.com

March 3 — “Attracting and Raising Monarch 
Butterfl ies,” 7 p.m. EST, New Buffalo Township 
Public Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Info: (269) 469-
2933.

March 5-7 — Notre Dame Shakespeare Festival, 
“Romeo and Juliet,” 7 p.m. EST, Notre Dame’s Phil-
bin Studio Theatre. Tickets: $20/adults, $15/Notre 
Dame faculty & staff, $10/students. Info: (574) 631-
2800, shakespeare.nd.edu

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
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Info: (219) 879-3817.
Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 

Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Farther Afi eld:
February 26 — Free gallery talk, Gwen Gut-

wein of Heritage Barns of Indiana, 12:15 p.m. EST, 
The Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main 
St., Elkhart. Info: www.MidwestMuseum.US, (574) 
293-6660.

February 27-March 8 — Genesius Guild, “Fid-
dler on the Roof,” First United Methodist Church 
of Hammond Fellowship Hall, 6635 Hohman Ave. 
Times: 8 p.m. Fri./Sat, 3 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $15, $13/ 
students or seniors (62+). Available at door, or call 
(877) 724-7715.

February 28 — Indoor Flea Market, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. EST, New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 
13372 California Road. Vendor spaces: $10/table. 
Info: (773) 375-1514, janna@jannariley.com

February 28 — Southwest Michigan Symphony 
Orchestra beer/wine tasting “Reveal Party,” 6 p.m. 
EST. Location revealed on tickets. $50 cost include 
two tastings. Info: www.smso.org, (269) 982-4030.

February 28 — Riversong, 7:30 p.m. EST, The 
Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, 
Mich. Tickets: $10/general admission, $8/students 
and seniors, free/children 12 and younger. Info/
reservations: (269) 983-3688, info@boxfactoryforth-
earts.org, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

March 1 — ArtsBridge “Collage Concert & Ex-
hibit,” 4 p.m. EST, First Presbyterian Church, 475 
Green Ave. on Morton Hill. Info: (269) 925-7075.

Dunes Learning Center
Dunes Learning Center is hiring naturalist in-

terns and summer camp counselors for the upcom-
ing summer season and school year.

The residential education facility within Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore provides environmental 
education and stewardship opportunities to area 
residents ages 6-17. Interns and counselors are an 
integral part of center programming.

Interns will instruct children on the area’s eco-
logical and historical diversity, especially within the 
National Lakeshore. Positions are open for summer, 
June 5-Aug. 8, and the upcoming school year, Aug. 
16 through June 4, 2016. Candidates must have a 
two-year or four-year college degree in biology, edu-
cation, environmental science or other related fi eld.

Counselors supervise summer camp residents 
and lead many program activities. Positions are 
open June 5 through Aug. 8 to college-level students.

Position benefi ts include weekly stipends, hous-
ing, uniforms, some meals, medical training, peer 
group interactions and professional development 
opportunities with National Park Service staff.

Call (219) 395-9555 or visit DunesLearningCenter.
org for more information or to fi ll out an application.
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“Like” us on
facebook

www.facebook.com/thebeacher911

The Beacher Weekly 
Newspaper is on facebook, 
where you’ll find:

• Sneak peaks of the latest 
stories.

• Links to new and long-
standing advertisers.

• Updates on The Beacher 
Weekly Newspaper 
and Beacher Business 
Printers.

It’s our way of keeping 
you informed about, and 
entertained by, the people, 
places and businesses in our 
Beacher communities.

On February 26, 1870, the fi rst New York City 
subway line was opened to the public.
On February 26, 1919, an act of Congress estab-
lished Arizona’s Grand Canyon National Park.
On February 26, 1951, the 22nd Amendment to 
the Constitution, limiting a president to two terms 
in offi ce, was ratifi ed.
On February 26, 1979, total solar eclipse cast a 
moving shadow 175 miles wide from Oregon to 
North Dakota and into Canada.
On February 27, 1922, in a unanimous decision, 
the United States Supreme Court guaranteed wom-
en the right to vote.
On February 27, 1964, the city of Pisa asked the 
Italian government to spend in excess of $1 million 
to straighten the 184-foot Leaning Tower of Pisa. 
The world famous tower, at that time, slanted 11-
feet from the perpendicular, and engineers pre-
dicted that, without immediate correction, it would 
soon collapse.
On February 27, 1997, divorce became legal in 
Ireland.
On February 27, 2003, Fred Rogers, star of “Mr. 
Roger’s Neighborhood” on public television for three 
decades, died at 74 in Pittsburgh.
On February 28, 1953, scientists James Wat-
son and Francis Crick discovered the double-helix 
structure of DNA, the molecule that contains the 
human genes.
On February 28, 1983, the fi nal episode of 
“M*A*S*H” aired on CBS television.
On February 28, 1993, Lillian Gish, the last of 
the great silent-fi lm stars, who performed for more 
than 85 years in movies, as well as on stage and 
television, died (in New York) at the age of 99.
On March 1, 1781, the American Colonies adopted 
the “Articles of Confederation,” a prelude to the for-
mation of the federal union.
On March 1, 1864, Rebecca Lee received a medical 
degree from Boston’s “New England Female Medi-
cal College,” becoming the fi rst black woman to be 
licensed to practice medicine in America.
On March 1, 1872, Congress authorized the cre-
ation of Yellowstone National Park.
On March 1, 1932, the infant son of Colonel and 
Mrs. Charles A. Lindberg was kidnapped from his 
Hopewell, NJ, bedroom.
On March 1, 1961, President John F. Kennedy au-
thorized the establishment of the Peace Corps.
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On March 1, 2002, NASA said its Mars Odyssey 
spacecraft had found evidence that vast regions of 
Mars may abound in water.
On March 2, 1888, H.G. Wells, reacting to criti-
cism that his poetry lacked meter, responded, “Me-
ters are used to measure gas, not the outpourings of 
the human heart.”
On March 2, 1899, Congress authorized the es-
tablishment of Mount Rainier National Park in the 
state of Washington.
On March 2, 1933, the motion picture “King Kong,” 
starring Fay Wray, premiered in New York.
On March 2, 1949, after the fi rst non-stop fl ight 
around the world, Lucky Lady II, a United States 
B-50 Superfortress, landed in Texas.
On March 2, 1965, the movie version of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s musical “The Sound of Music” 
premiered in New York.
On March 3, 1791, Congress passed the nation’s 
fi rst tax law, which imposed a levy on spirits, dis-
tilled in the United States.
On March 3, 1831, Chicago railroad-car magnate 
George Pullman was born in Brocton, NY.
On March 3, 1875, Carmen, Bizet’s world famous 
opera, premiered in Paris.
On March 3, 1879, Belva Ann Bennett Lockwood, 
of Washington, D.C., was the fi rst woman admitted 
to practice law before the United States Supreme 
Court.
On March 3, 1885, the U.S. Post Offi ce began offer-
ing special delivery for fi rst-class mail.
On March 3, 1887, Anne Sullivan arrived at the 
home of Captain and Mrs. Arthur Keller to become 
the teacher of their blind and deaf 6-year-old daugh-
ter, Helen.
On March 3, 1915, David W. Griffi th’s The Birth of 
a Nation, billed as “The world’s greatest silent mo-
tion picture,” premiered in New York.
On March 3, 1923, the fi rst issue of “Time” maga-
zine was published.
On March 4, 1747, Casimir Pulaski, the nobleman 
who became a hero of the American Revolution, was 
born in Winiary, Poland.
On March 4, 1851, fi re destroyed Chicago’s fi rst 
hotel, the Sauganash, located at the southeast cor-
ner of Lake and Market Streets.
On March 4, 1865, Abraham Lincoln, in his inau-
gural address, uttered these famous words, “With 
malice toward none, with charity for all, with fi rm-
ness in the right, as God gives us to see the right…”
On March 4, 1933, during the depth of the Great 
Depression, President Franklin Roosevelt, in his in-
augural address, said, “So fi rst of all let me assert 
my fi rm belief that the only thing we have to fear is 
fear itself.”

421 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN
www.genins.com

Miki Young
Personal Lines Agent

miki@genins.com
(219) 809-2227

Coverage for your 
most precious assets

AUTO |  HOME |  BUSINESS |  L IFE  |  HEALTH

HEALTH &  
WELLNESS  
RIGHT IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD! 
We offer personal training and  
group exercise classes including 
Yoga, Pilates,  
and more!  
 

Stop in for a  
visit today! 
 

 

La Porte County Family YMCA 
La Porte Branch Long Beach Branch 
901 Michigan Ave 2501 Oriole Trail  
La Porte, IN 46350 Long Beach, IN 46360 
(219) 325-9622 (219) 879-1395 www.lpymca.org 
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FREE QUOTES
On Site Printing & Prepress

Printing

911 Franklin Street • Michigan City, IN 46360
219-879-0088 •Fax 219-879-8070

thebeacher.com

the Beacher Business Printers

Printers of
The Beacher newspaper

Thinking about your
next printing project?

Think no more! Just call
the Beacher Business Printers
Your full service professional 

printing company.



February 26, 2015 Page 35
THE

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are through Indiana 

Dunes National Lakeshore:
• Douglas Center Open House from 9 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m. every Saturday at the Paul H. Doug-
las Center for Environmental Education.

Explore the center and view interactive exhib-
its, a park video and live animal room. If there is 
enough snow, visitors can borrow cross-country skis 
or snowshoes to explore the Miller Woods Trail just 
outside the center. Warm up inside with a snack 
and hot chocolate or coffee.

Through March, hands-on exhibits feature other 
national parks with African-American connections, 
complete with an indoor scavenger hunt for prizes.

• The free Junior Ranger Program from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at the Visitor Center and 
Paul H. Douglas Center.

A variety of Junior Ranger programs exist, from 
a short Beachcombers Activity Page to an extensive 
Junior Rangers Booklet. Complete a program and 
earn a prize. Stop by the Visitor Center or Douglas 
Center to pick up a free program booklet.

• “Kid’s Rule” from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday at the 
Visitor Center.

Join a ranger in the Visitor Center’s activity room 
for stories and activities. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street 
north of U.S. 12 in the Miller Beach neighborhood 
of Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Coping With Canada Geese
If Canada geese have become a problem on your 

property, information that may help is available 
through the Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources website. 

Most goose problems occur March through June, 
during nesting season when geese can be aggres-
sive, sometimes attacking and nipping at people.

Geese also can cause localized damage if many 
young are hatched in one area. After hatching, gos-
lings are incapable of fl ight for about 70 days, so the 
young birds and their parents will graze near the 
hatching area for that time. Damage to landscaping 
can be signifi cant, and large amounts of excrement 
can render areas unfi t for human use.

Information on how property owners can manage 
Canada geese is at wildlife.IN.gov/2996.htm. Solu-
tions range from habitat modifi cation, to daily goose 
harassment through noisemaking devices, to sup-
porting goose hunting or obtaining a DNR trapping 
permit. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service also allows 
properly registered landowners to destroy resident 
Canada goose eggs and nests on their property.

JAG Students Win Regional Honors
Thirteen A.K. Smith Career Center and Michigan 

City High School Jobs for America’s Graduates stu-
dents participated in the Region One Career Devel-
opment Conference at Indiana University-North-
west on Jan. 30.

Several students won awards in a regional com-
petition held in conjunction with the conference.

Students attending included: Zachery Weis, Tor-
ri Allison, Shaylah Barron, Shambriel Bryd, Kayla 
Patrick, Gene Orzech, Yasmine Spicer, April Wil-
liams, Shanterria Daniel, LaNeisha Crawford, Lo-
ren Crawford, Catherine Torres and Anisa Higgin-
botham.  

The Chapter Service Learning Binder constructed 
by Cassandra Escamilla and Hannah Fredenburg 
won fi rst place in the region and will be entered in 
the state JAG competition. Barron won third place 
as a Regional JAG Outstanding Senior. Patrick won 
second place in Critical Thinking Skills. Torres won 
second place in Writing Skills. Crawford won third 
place in Public Speaking. 

JAG students also are involved in two service 
projects this month. Through Feb. 13, they will col-
lect jeans as part of a “Teens for Jeans” service proj-
ect. Anyone with gently used jeans is encouraged to 
take them to Michigan City High School or the A.K. 
Smith Center; $5 coupons for Aéropostale are avail-
able for those who donate jeans. The classes also are 
busy making Valentine’s Day cards to take to local 
nursing homes.

The JAG program is designed to strengthen high 
school students’ skills in areas that will lead to suc-
cess in post-secondary education and careers.

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter has several bloodmobiles planned in the area.

The schedule is:

• A.K. Smith Career Center, 817 Lafayette St., 
Michigan City, 7:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 25.

• Franciscan St. Anthony Health, Michigan City, 
301 W. Homer St., 8 a.m. to noon Friday, Feb. 27.

• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 
Road, Michigan City, noon to 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 3.

Donors must be in good general health and feel-
ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 for 
more information.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

FRIDAY - NOON - PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
ALTERATIONS PLUS. Clothing alterations.

516 Wabash St., Michigan City. 219-874-0086.
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners and lessons

for all ages. Call  219-872-1217.
FIREWOOD: SEASONED, DELIVERED, STACKED.

Fall special: $110.  Call (269) 756-3547.
Also, Kennedy coin collection, $200. Call (269) 756-3547.
Bill Smart • Furniture Sanding, Refinishing and Repair.

Call (269) 469-4407 or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com
PINK LADY HOME AND FAMILY SERVICES

Help for you when you need it with home or family.
24/7 service. No contracts required. Call us at (219) 221-3450/
(219) 809-8885 or email pinklady.homeandfamily@gmail.com. 

 “ROADRUNNERS” — Grocery shopping & errands service,
household chores and spring cleanup. Call (219) 427-3096.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured

Call us at 219-877-8956 • 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 
Or visit www.visitingangels.com

IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1
JUST LIKE HOME

We provide assisted living in our homes. We are a private home 
w/4 residents to a home. Live-in Care $1,800/mo.

Adult Day Care (10 am-4 pm) at $40/day
For more information, call Sue 219-874-4891.

CAREGIVER. Private in-home care. Specializing in
dementia/Alzheimer’s. Assist with daily living tasks, meal prep.

 Above all, companionship for the heart and soul.
Excellent references. Trish Harris. 219-221-5691.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL FITNESS
Personal fitness training offered at The Great Escape/in-home train-
ing. Call Beth Lapaich at (219) 363-9493 for info, as well as classes.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

SUZANNE’S CLEANING
219/326-5578.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
17 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 219-617-
7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

MAID BY THE LAKE. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - e-mail maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837. 
TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 

Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650. 
HOUSEKEEPER, cleaning, laundry, cooking, run errands, gardening. 
Also, experienced caregiver. References. Call Mary 219-325-9504.
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 7 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.

Also: doors, windows, skylights, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs.
Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.

•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 
24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured

Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
BILL SMART – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting and Tile. 

Call (269) 469-4407 or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com
HOME MATTERS INC. 

 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many
services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior •Wallpaper removal. Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 15 yrs. 219-861-7339.
WJ PAINTING. New Construction • Remodeling • 

Interior/Exterior • Custom Woodwork Finishing • Drywall Repairs. 
Jay Harris. Call 219-809-1701

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
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Sheridan Beach 2 bedroom 1 bath unfurnished apt. with washer/dryer. 
Lake views from living room & shared rooftop deck. $750/mo + 1 mo. sec 
deposit . 1-yr. lease required. Available for immediate move-in. Must have 

references, and employment will be verified. No smoking, no pets.
 Call (269) 469-1412.

House for rent. Stop 37. Sleeps 12. A/C, WiFi, comfortably furnished. 
One house from beach entrance. Contact nmarkey11@hotmail.com.

DUNESCAPE fourth-floor condo available June & July 2015. Call Cari @ 
Merrion for details & pricing @ (219) 898-5412

Charming cottage w/patio deck. 4 BR/2 BA. Stop 1. Wkly June-Aug. 
$1,400 per week. Wi-Fi, central air, cable. 1/2 block from lake. Close to 

casino, park. Dogs are OK. Don’t miss it! Call (219) 814-4187. 
RENTALS MICHIGAN

Long or short-term available. Log homes fully furnished,
$900/mo. Includes Internet, water, electric. Renter pays natural gas.

Deposit required. Call (269) 588-9200 (cell) or (269) 469-1555.

Reins of Life Honored
The American Youth Horse Council has bestowed 

its 2015 Partnership Award to Reins of Life.
The AYHC award recognizes programs or orga-

nized activities that create strong youth leaders 
within the equine industry, and in accordance with 
AYHC’s mission: “connecting kids through horses.”

AYHC also has nominated Reins of Life for Adult 
Leader of the Year, which recognizes individuals 
who best exemplify outstanding leadership to young 
people within the horse industry.

In the award letter, AYHC stated the selection 
committee was “in awe of the contributions Reins 
of Life has made to the youth in its community, the 
state and even across the nation; ‘impressive’ does 
not seem to speak loudly enough.”

The awards will be presented at the AYHC An-
nual Symposium in March in Redmond, Ore.

Established by breed organizations and special-
ists in the 1970s, the AYHC provides support to all 
youth and youth leaders throughout the equine in-
dustry. Reins of Life was founded in 1978 in South 
Bend. In 2007, it opened a second location in Michi-
gan City. Riders are from 2 years old to adult and 
have physical, developmental, social and/or emo-
tional disabilities.

More than 3,000 hours of therapeutic riding was 
provided in 2014 for more than 500 riders. Nearly 
300 volunteers assist with class time, horse feed-
ing, maintenance, administrative and event duties, 
many of them ages 13-21.

World Day of Prayer
Congregations from 25 Michigan City churches, 

and the community itself, are invited to World Day 
of Prayer at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 1, in the chapel 
at The Salvation Army, 1201 Franklin St.

The focus this year is the Bahamas to promote 
justice and equality for women through prayer, 
partnerships, service and celebration.

H & D TREE SERVICE and LANDSCAPING, INC. --
Full service tree and shrub care. Trimming, planting, removal.

Firewood, snowplowing, excavating. -- Call 872-7290.
FREE ESTIMATES

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 
 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 
YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 

yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling 
Serving your community for over 10 years.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
SNOW REMOVAL, GUTTER CLEANING, YARD WORK,

lawn mowing, mulching, weeding, brush removal and odd jobs.
References available. For details, call ABE at 219-210-0064.

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Snow Removal 
(Commercial/Residential). Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

SHORELAND MARINE SNOW PLOWING.
Commercial-Residential. Most residential $25 includes sidewalk.

Free quotes. 219-861-BOAT (2628)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Cleaning service has position available. Part time only. Saturdays a 

must. Call (219) 210-0580. Please leave message.

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

Top of the line Samsung counter-depth French-door refrigerator. 1½ 
years old. Dual compressor. Remodeling, can’t use. Paid over $3,000, 

asking $1,600. Can text pictures. Call (219) 879-1829.

FOR SALE: Two burial lots at Swan Lake Memorial Gardens.
$1,500 for pair. Call (219) 926-5604.

WANT TO BUY
OLD Bikes – complete or parts.

Call Rick at (219) 861-6169.

WANT TO RENT or LEASE
Dream tenant: Quiet, cultured lady, no bad vices, wishes to lease 

apartment or similar quarters. Reasonable rent. Can care for elderly as 
part of/in lieu of rent.

Character references available. (219) 809-8885.

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

LONG BEACH COZY 3/BR HOUSE AT STOP 15 (Across from Beach) 
Summer Rental. Fireplace and Large Deck. No pets. Call 708/370-1745.

GREAT 5BR HOUSE. CLOSE TO BEACH AT STOP 20.
CALL PATTY AT 773-401-2966.

Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,

laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,
$600/month, references required, utilities included.

Call (219) 879-2195.
Luxury 2035 SF Townhome avail. for rent. Hardwood flrs., Master Suite 
& laundry on 1st flr. Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances, guest bedroom, 
open loft, fireplace, basement, and 2-car attached garage. $1,800/mo. 
Prefer 3 yr. lease. Inquire about Option to Purchase Credit. Located at 

Beautiful Briar Leaf Golf Course between La Porte and New Buffalo. 
(219) 851-0008.

WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $675/mo., 2BR $775/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.
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Sins of Our Fathers by Shawn 
Lawrence Otto (hardcover, $26; 
available online and in bookstores, 
253 pages; also available as an eB-
ook)

Does the end justify the means? 
That’s the quandary that faces John 
White (JW to most everyone). He 
is the president of a bank in north-
ern Minnesota and about to lose his 
job...

Last year, his son, Chris, died in 
a car accident. He hasn’t been about 
to pull himself together since the 
horrendous event. He spiraled into 
a depression sated only by gambling 
at the nearby Indian casino. Need-
less to say, he was soon embezzling 
money from his bank and is caught 
by his boss, Frank Jorgenson.

Of course, Jorgenson has to fi re 
JW, but there is an offer on the table: 
The local Indian reservation has been building at the 
end of town, and it looks suspiciously like a bank. 
Since a lot of reservation fi nancing and their money 
have been going through Jorgenson’s bank, this new 
Indian venture poses a serious threat. It also could 
be the end of Jorgenson’s bid for CEO of the Greater 
Minnesota bank association. But, if JW plays along, 
he could help Jorgenson and get his job back.

After losing more than $30,000 in his latest gam-
bling binge, JW decides it’s time to get straight, give 
up the booze and gambling and show his family he 
wants to get back together...especially after seeing 
his wife with another man. So, JW decides to go 
along with Jorgenson.

Another factor in the equation is Johnny Eagle 
who, along with his son, Jacob, have moved to the 
local Indian reservation from Minneapolis. He’s still 
trying to prove himself to the elders and the rest of 
the Indians that he didn’t sell out to the white man 
and is back to his roots, to help his people and es-
pecially his son, who fell into a bad crowd in the big 
city. He also needs to get over the death of his be-
loved wife who worked for — guess who? — Frank 

Jorgenson. Her drug overdose death 
has remained a mystery to Eagle.

Jorgenson sets up JW in a trailer 
with a view of Eagle’s house. He sees 
Jacob trying to work with a young, 
headstrong stallion. Since JW grew 
up working with and training hors-
es, he goes over one day to give the 
boy some advice. Jacob, of course, 
resists the white man’s help at fi rst, 
but soon realizes his advice makes 
sense and makes progress with the 
horse. Eagle, of course, remembers 
JW from the bank and also knows 
he was fi red. Reluctantly and slowly, 
he begins to trust JW as he sees the 
change in the boy and the horse. 

Boy, is that trust misplaced! JW 
sneaks into Eagle’s house one day 
and plants a bug in his offi ce to fi nd 
out the Indians’ plans for the new 
bank, or to get some dirt on Eagle 

himself. JW is determined to bring this to a close 
and get back to his family, but fi nds himself feel-
ing sympathy for the Indians, especially when their 
new building mysteriously burns one night. JW had 
his suspicions about Jorgenson, but didn’t think a 
bank president would stoop to arson.

Oh, but arson is only part of the plan! Racism, 
misunderstandings and hatreds on both sides are 
clearly shown in this well-written story. Characters 
are well defi ned as lines are drawn and both JW 
and Eagle learn a lot about themselves and their 
priorities.

Booklist wrote: “Believable characters and a 
strong sense of place mark this tale of risk and re-
demption.”

Publishers Weekly gave a starred review and 
called it “a wonderfully vivid debut.”

Otto was the co-producer of the Oscar-nominated 
“House of Sand and Fog.” His nonfi ction Fool Me 
Twice: Fighting the Assault on Science on America 
won the Minnesota Book Award. No surprise — he 
lives in Minnesota.

Till next time, happy reading!
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