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A Compelling Journey
Larry Lasker Balances Work as Private Investigator With Zeal for Life

by Connie Kuzydym

Private investigator.
What image comes 

to mind from those two 
words? Hollywood likely 
has sculpted public per-
ception, from a sleek Tom 
Selleck as “Magnum, P.I.” 
to other less savory indi-
viduals found in dimestore 
novels.

Truth is, a man like 
Larry Lasker of Lasker In-
vestigations in Chicago is 
not so easily defi ned. He is 
simple, yet complex. Hum-
ble, yet assured. A master 
storyteller, to be sure. In 
a way, he is like a mosaic. 
Only as the pieces come to-
gether do you get a feel for 
how compelling his life has 
been.

As work dictates, Lasker alternates between his 
Chicago condominium and a Frank Lloyd Wright-
inspired house on his wooded family homestead in 
Michiana, Mich. Although he has traveled exten-
sively around the world, his heart belongs to Michi-
ana. It is where he summered since he was 4.

“Michiana is a kind of special place,” he said. 
“There are no street lights, no stores, no sidewalks, 
and yet, the lake is only a half block away and I’m 
surrounded by woods. The stress of the city leaves 
when you are here.”

How did a youngster whose father was a dentist, 
who summered on Lake Michigan’s shores, come to 
own one of Chicago’s top private detective agencies 
as an adult?

The answer begins at the end of the Vietnam War, 
when Lasker was in the U.S. Army medical corp. 
When his service came to an end, he had a master’s 

degree in biology 
from Northwest-
ern University 
and two goals: 
meet a nice girl 
and buy a sil-
ver corvette. He 
began teaching, 
including some 
j u n i o r - h i g h , 
high-school and 
jun ior- co l l ege 
classes. He also 
worked part time 
selling cars. A 
prospective cus-
tomer, Bob Gra-
ham, issued him 
a challenge. If he 
could sell him a 
Lincoln with a 
certain set of op-

tions and at a certain price, then he was a pretty 
good salesman. Lasker wanted the sale. He was fi ne 
with not making a profi t just to show the guy he 
could sell him the car. What Lasker didn’t know at 
the time was that Graham was a top private detec-
tive, one who eventually offered him a part-time job.

The work was far from glamorous. It was more 
along the lines of serving subpoenas. In some in-
stances, it involved stakeouts to prove adultery, like 
getting photos on a cold winter night of the alleged 
mistress in a divorce case.

Back then, Lasker enjoyed the work. He was 
young, a former football player, confi dent, cocky and 
had no fear...until the night he became involved in 
a criminal defense case involving narcotics. His cli-
ent’s “people” did not know he was working for their 
boss. They were sure he was a police offi cer. They 

Larry Lasker relaxes by the fi replace in his Michiana home.

Continued on Page 2
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bound him to a chair, tied his hands behind his 
back and stuck a gun into his mouth with the ham-
mer pulled back. Lasker thought his life was over. 
Fortunately, the person he was working for came 
through the door and told everyone Lasker was on 
their team.

Afterward, Lasker still worked on criminal-
defense cases, but not the hard-core ones that in-
volved narcotics or murder. He pursued white-collar 
crimes, such as corporate tax evasion.

Lasker’s big break arrived in 1967. Graham was 
named chief civil investigator in a case involving 
the murder of eight nurses at the hands of Rich-
ard Speck at South Chicago Community Hospital 
on July 14, 1966.

At the time Graham was hired, he was experienc-
ing health issues. Lasker viewed this as an oppor-
tunity to prove himself. He offered to work for free 
so the gentleman who hired Graham saw what he 
was capable of.

“Hire me, don’t pay me, if you like what I get, you 

Compelling Journey Continued from Page 1

Lasker shows a collage highlighting his travels and accomplishments over the years that his secretary at Lasker Investigations made as a gift.

can pay me,” Lasker told the man.
Lasker stayed on the case until the end. It was a 

landmark settlement case...and the one that ignited 
his career.

(Speck received the death sentence, but it was 
overturned based on issues with the trial’s jury se-
lection. He served 25 years in prison, eventually dy-
ing of a heart attack while incarcerated.)

Today, Lasker Investigations is ranked in the 
Top 5 percent of Chicago private detective agen-
cies. Lasker holds two licenses in Illinois: one as a 
private investigator, which allows him to operate 
individually, and a detective agency license, which 
allows him to hire people and run his company. He 
has worked in more than 30 states, as well as in-
ternationally. Much of his work is for lawyers and 
ranges from checking public records and gathering 
statements to tracking down witnesses and testify-
ing in court.

For obvious reasons, Lasker does not discuss 
specifi c details of his cases, and of his role in their 
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investigations, even years 
afterward. However, he has 
been involved in several no-
torious cases, including:
• serial killer Jeffrey Dah-

mer, who took the lives of 
17 men and boys in grisly 
fashion between 1978 and 
1991.

• former Illinois Gov. George 
Ryan, who served more 
than fi ve years in federal 
prison after being convict-
ed of corruption charges af-
ter leaving offi ce.

• “Transformers: Dark of the 
Moon” (2011), in which an extra was seriously in-
jured — her skull was damaged — while fi lming 
scenes in Hammond, Ind., in 2010.
For the past 20 to 25 years, Lasker has gravitated 

toward civil litigation work. Attorneys who special-
ize in litigation on behalf of their clients hire him. 
The bulk of his work is casualty cases, where people 
have been seriously injured or death has resulted.

What makes an individual a top private investi-
gator? According to Lasker, it’s not something you 
can teach in any books. Promptness, timeliness, 
confi dentiality, credibility and respectability are 
important factors.

“You need to have a thorough knowledge of the 
law. You have to be a people person,” Lasker said. “I 
deal with police departments, FBI. I deal with wit-
nesses or potential witnesses. I deal with them in 
their backyards, in their kitchens, in their neigh-
borhood bars. People from all walks of life, all races 
— everything. If I go into that situation, I have to 
get them to smile at me or I’m not going anywhere.”

The toughest part of his job comes in losing, when 
a case does not resolve itself as it should. It does not 
happen often, he says, but it does happen.

Lasker was one of the 
investigators in the 
George Ryan case.

Continued on Page 4

Lasker while on a cycling trip in Thailand in February 1999.
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traveled the world over, immersing himself in the 
local culture on his travels. You glimpse a kindness, 

yet a toughness about him. He is 
engaging, always thinking.

His philosophy about life, 
which he recommends saying to 
yourself every day, speaks vol-
umes about him: “Yesterday was 
history, tomorrow is a mystery, 
but today is a gift.” The little 
problems we incur as individu-
als, he says, are placed into per-
spective when this is repeated 
daily.

Lasker would like to one day 
return to teaching. It’s part of his 
desire to help people. However, 
he does not see himself ending 
life as an investigator anytime 
soon.

“As long as I have (my) health 
every day, I will never stop,” 
Lasker said. “It’s exciting for me. 

Every day is different. Every time I think I have 
seen it all, something comes around the corner, I 
say, ‘Geesh,’ look at this. What a crazy situation.”

Compelling Journey Continued from Page 3

One of Lasker’s many passions is cycling.

“It’s tough,” Lasker said, “because I’m not a loser. 
It’s happened a few times; it bothers me. The best 
part are the letters, thanking me for my efforts on 
their behalf. If someone’s life is better than when I 
got involved, that’s enough gratifi cation.”

His kindness shows through in the pro bono cases 
he takes, where victims are severely and perma-
nently injured, unable to defend themselves or re-
coup any losses because of handicaps.

Speaking with Lasker over the course of a few 
hours, it’s clear the interview only scratches the 
surface of his remarkable life. He is a fascinating 
individual. He taught spin class for many years 
and now cycles for enjoyment. He has a plethora 
of motorcycles in his garage. He still has the cor-
vette in his garage because it represents a dream he 
achieved. He also is a certifi ed master diver. He has 

Lasker at the memorial to the USS Arizona 
during a recent trip to Pearl Harbor. Lasker stands by a monument to the USS Missouri at Pearl Harbor.

Lasker, a 
certifi ed master 
diver, pictured 
here while 
somewhere in 
the Seven Seas.
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Author With Potential Movie Adaptation to Shed Light on Book
by William Halliar

A local author whose book may be transformed 
into a movie will shed insight into her work at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 27, at La Porte County Public 
Library’s Coolspring branch, 7089 W. County Road 
400 North.

Stephanie Wilson 
Medlock’s book, “The 
Lives of Things,” is the 
January reading selec-
tion for the Coolspring 
Branch Winter Book 
Club. Reading the 
book, then meeting the 
author in person, will 
help bring the creative 
process to life.

Medlock calls the 
Coolspring Branch her 
home away from home, 
and can often be seen 
carrying armloads of 
books to her nearby 

residence to satisfy her voracious reading habit.
“To write, one must read,” she says with a lilt in 

her voice. “I love telling stories. It has been a part of 
me for as long as I can remember.”

Medlock recalls an incident from her childhood 
when her father was walking her to school. She was 
lagging behind, and her father chided her to step up 
the pace.

“I can’t,” she said. “I am telling myself a story, 
and I must see how it is going to come out.”

“The Lives of Things” has been optioned by a mov-
ie production company. Medlock was asked to write 
the screenplay. The story revolves around New York 
art expert and authenticator Rebecca Katz, who 
possesses an unusual talent: She can communicate 
with objects she encounters in her travels. As Re-
becca discovers, this can be a gift as well as a curse.

Two love interests, a French art critic and a Mi-
ami Florida drugstore clerk, add spice as Rebecca 
is forced to question the two guiding principles of 
her life and her unusual gift: Things can be trusted. 
People cannot.

Whether you have read “The Lives of Things” or 
not, you won’t want to miss this opportunity to meet 
Medlock, who will discuss her book and the process 
involved in telling such a story.

It should be an evening of creative discovery.
(The Coolspring Branch has copies of “The Lives 

of Things” to check out or purchase. Call (219) 879-
3272 for more information.)

Stephanie Wilson Medlock calls 
the Coolspring Branch her 

home away from home.
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Ice-Sculpture Demonstrations Kick Off Annual WinterFest
The annual WinterFest, organized by the La 

Porte Park and Recreation Department, returns 
this weekend with many of the events enjoyed over 
the past years, along with a few new twists.

The events kick off with ice-sculpture demonstra-
tions presented by Downtown La Porte, local busi-
nesses and organizations. The sculptures will line 
city sidewalks beginning at 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 23.

Opening night continues 
with a special Zumba event 
from 4:15 to 6:15 p.m. at La 
Porte Civic Auditorium, 1001 
Ridge St. The free physical 
activities will be highlighted 
by a Zumba fundraiser for 
cervical cancer, with yoga 
and walking offered as low-
impact exercise options. Par-
ticipants are asked to wear 
workout clothes, including 
clean gym shoes.

For creative adults and 
children, “Family Ceramics” 
runs from 9 a.m. to noon Sat-
urday, Jan. 24, on the Civic’s 
lower level. Participants can paint seasonal gifts 
such as snowmen, Valentine’s Day boxes and fi gu-
rines, or think ahead with spring items or Easter 
eggs. The $5 cost includes paints and brushes, but 
not the bisque item for decorating. All children must 
have a parent or guardian present. Pre-registration 
is required by Jan. 22 at the Park Offi ce, 250 Pine 
Lake Ave., or by phone at (219) 326-9600.

Also Saturday, visitors can design and build a 
person-powered, corrugated cardboard sled capable 
of withstanding the descent down the Kesling Park 
Sledding Hill for the WinterFest Cardboard Sled 
Race from 1 to 2 p.m. The event is free, but registra-
tion is required at tinyurl.com/mngh4tn

For those who enjoy a brisk winter jog, a non-
competitive, 3.5-mile Fun Run is at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 25, in Soldiers Memorial Park. The free event 

starts and fi nishes at Cummings Lodge, followed 
by refreshments and prize drawings. This is an un-
timed event, and no awards will be presented.

Free horse-drawn carriage rides are offered from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 25, in Soldiers Memo-
rial Park. After a trot through the park, hot chocolate 
will be available by the fi replace at Cummings Lodge.

For ages 5 and older, a “Children’s Winter Craft 
Class” is from 2 to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 25, at Cum-
mings Lodge. The cost is $2 
per child and includes mate-
rials. All children must be ac-
companied by an adult. Pre-
registration is required by 
Jan. 22 at the Park Offi ce or 
by phone at (219) 326-9600.

The Helping Heroes Ice 
Fishing Derby is Saturday, 
Jan. 31, beginning with reg-
istration at 8 a.m. at Cum-
mings Lodge and the derby 
at 9 a.m. Cash prizes will 
be awarded in various cat-
egories based on registration 

fees. The day concludes with measurements at 2 
p.m. at the lodge. The cost is $15 for adults or $5 
for children if pre-registered by Jan. 30. The cost at 
the door is $20 for adults and $10 for children. Fays 
Marina in La Porte is sponsoring the fi rst $100 in 
children registration fees. Christo’s Family Dining 
is sponsoring a chili lunch.

The “Snowball Softball” Adult Coed Tournament 
returns to Lions Field at 9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 31, 
and will be held regardless of weather conditions. 
The double-elimination tournament is limited to 
the fi rst eight teams to register. National Softball 
Association coed rules apply. Team awards for fi rst, 
second and third place and individual awards for 
fi rst place are planned. The cost is $165 per team. 
Pre-registration is required by Jan. 22 at the Park 
Offi ce or by phone at (219) 326-9600.

Ice-sculpture demonstrations, a popular aspect of WinterFest.

Experience The Grounds Guys® Difference

© 2012 The Grounds Guys, LLC   Independently owned and operated franchise

 | Michiana.GroundsGuys.com

Call for a FREE,
no obligation
estimate!

877.925.LAWN
5 2 9 6

877.373.LAWN

FALL CLEANUP

LEAF REMOVAL

SNOW PLOWING & SNOW SHOVELING
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INSTALLING & REPLACING RETAINING WALLS
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January 22, 2015 Page 7
THE

sheila carlson

selling homes inc
219.874.1180
219.861.3702 cell

sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
licensed in IN/MI

beach close !

■■ 2+ bdrms
■■ den, FR
■■ huge site
■■ dedicated beach accesses
■■ Michiana Shores, IN

■■ $249,000



January 22, 2015Page 8
THE

New South Shore Arts Exhibits to Debut
South Shore Arts will present “Farms, Facto-

ries, Tourism and Culture: Works by Indiana Arti-
sans” on Jan. 23 through April 4 at its Crown Point 
branch, 123 N. Main St.

An opening reception is from noon to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 24. Regular viewing hours are from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

The exhibit explores Indiana’s 
diverse economies, from tradi-
tional sectors of agriculture and 
industry, to tourism and creative 
entrepreneurial businesses. Art-
ists, many of whom will be pres-
ent at the reception, include: 
Charlene George, Brookville; 
Carrie Wild, Indianapolis; Rena 
Brouwer, Delphi; Lynn Retson, 
Porter; Patricia Rhoden Bartels, 
Nashville; Joyce K. Jensen, Zions-
ville; Michael Janosky, Nobles-
ville; Laurie Balla, Mishawaka; 
and Sara Vanderkleed, Lafayette.

On view at the South Shore 
Arts Atrium gallery is the solo ex-
hibit “The Artist as Scientist: Works by Orie Shafer” 
through March 29.

A retrospective representing more than 30 years 
of work, it includes paintings, drawings and con-
structions Shafer refers to as “alter pieces.”

In his youth, Shafer could not read due to a child-
hood illness.

“Before I was able to read, I would go to the library 
and look at all of the books about math, science and 
history,” he said in a press release. “I couldn’t read 
what they said, but I could look at the numbers and 
pictures and make up my own story about the con-
cepts and equations that they represented.”

After graduating from college in 1973, he began 

Lynn Retson’s graphite work, “Industry.” Orie Shafer’s “Earth Centered Universe 3.”

using numbers and scientifi c concepts in his draw-
ings and paintings. This is the fi rst time the works 
have been shown as a complete body of work. 

The gallery is located at The Center for Visual 
and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster. 
A reception is from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, March 1. 
Regular viewing hours are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday  and noon to 4 
p.m. Sunday. 

Substation No. 9, the down-
town Hammond branch at 435 
Fayette St., will present “Icons 
and Intuition: New Works by 
Thaddeus C.” through March 21. 
The solo exhibit will progress 
and grow in size for the show’s 
duration.

Thaddeus Cutler, who co-owns 
La Porte’s  Thaddeus C. Gallery 
of Fine Art, paints in a “project” 
based way. In 2011, he completed 
the “99 Bottle of Beer Project” in 
which he painted a portrait of a 

bottle of beer each day for 99 days with no breaks. 
“Icons and Intuition” will develop in a similar way. 
Each week, new paintings will be added between 
the empty spaces between paintings. A culminat-
ing reception of all the paintings is from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, March 12. Live music will be part of the 
festivities, with Cutler in attendance. Regular view-
ing hours are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday.

Visit www.southshoreartsonline.org for more in-
formation on all three exhibits.

Thaddeus C.’s oil on canvas, “Exhale.”
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d’aprile properties is committed to providing exceptional service to our clients and advance the careers of our  
team members. We strive to be the real estate advisor of choice, thriving off organic growth by networking and  
referrals. We promote a culture of continuous development driven by goals, momentum and action.

601 Franklin St. Suite 100 Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 861-0960
www.daprileproperties.com

INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE?

827-1/2 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 861-0960
www.dparileproperties.com

2 MARINE DRIVE #1
1 Bed / 1 Bath
Renovated condo with boat slip
Easy access to the beach
$161,000
Call MIKE CONNER 312-735-2912

128 BEACHWALK
5 bed, 3.5 baths
Home is large and comfortable, with a wrap 
around screened in porch, and a separate 
space for guest. Great for family vacation 
and potential in vacation rental investment.
$479,000
Call AUDREY LEMMONS (219) 921-4599 cell

110 KRUEGER ROAD
3 Beds / 2.5 Baths
Custom built home with higher fi nishes
Short walk to the beach
$359,000
Call MIKE CONNER (312) 735-2912

407 NORTHBROOK DRIVE
3 Beds / 2.5 Baths • 10’ ceilings in living room, 
fi replace & main fl oor master suite with whirlpool tub
Beautiful patio for outdoor dining with cedar beam 
screened gazebo List price $435,000
Call RUDY CONNER 219-898-0708 or
MIKE CONNER 312-735-2912

514 BIRCH TREE LANE #514
1 Bed / 1 Bath
Spacious master bdrm and generous living room 
open to dining
Short stroll to the lovely pool within the association
Low monthly HOA fees
New Price $69,900
Call RUDY CONNER 219-898-0708

3811 MICHIANA DRIVE 
DRASTIC price reduction on this classic Michiana 
home. 3 blocks from Lake Michigan- just a 4 minute 
walk to the beach. Huge corner lot with fully 
landscaped grounds and mature trees.
$599,000
Call MIKE CONNER (312) 735-2912 or
SHANNON SCHUTTE (219) 877-4014

JUST SOLD

JUST LISTED

JUST REDUCED
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16409B Red Arrow Hwy, Union Pier, MI 49129 • 888/824-WINE
”

“What is better than 
to sit at the end of the

day and drink wine with
friends & or substitutes

for friends?
James Joyce

SALE

26th Annual Notre Dame Student Film Festival 
The University of Notre Dame’s 

Department of Film, Television and 
Theatre will present the 26th An-
nual Notre Dame Student Film Fes-
tival on Jan. 29-31 in the DeBartolo 
Performing Arts Center’s  Browning 
Cinema.

As in recent years, audience mem-
bers can vote for their favorite fi lm 
by text message. The Audience Choice 
Award will be presented to the student 
director(s) of the winning fi lm after 
the fi nal screening. Last year’s Audi-
ence Choice Award winner, “The Suicide 
Disease,” won Best Short Documentary 
at the Sunset International Film Festival in Los 
Angeles.

An annual launching pad for student fi lmmak-
ers, the festival has featured the fi rst fi lms of fu-
ture award winners such as Peter Richardson (2011 
Sundance Film Festival Grand Jury Award winner, 
“How To Die in Oregon”) and John Hibey (2012 Sun-
dance Film Jury Award Winner for Short Filmmak-
ing, “Fishing Without Net”), as well as numerous 
others. The festival screens fi lms made by under-
graduate students during the past year as class 
projects in the Department of Film, Television and 
Theatre.

This year’s event features 11 fi lms (running times 
are included after the titles):
• “Cold Open” (7:16), Brian Lach, Lesley Steven-

son. Writer’s block meets actor’s ambitions in a 
slick trip through a rough draft.

• “The Way Things Were” (10:20), Blake Avery, Zuri 
Eshun. A teenager’s stable world cracks when his 
desire for a college education forces him to con-
front the weight of his damaged family, and ulti-
mately his closest friend.

• “Much Ado After School” (15:35), Brian Lach, Ni-
cole Sganga. An ambitious afterschool program 
brings out the inner Bard in a group of South 
Bend students.

• “The Night Out” (10:56), Mitchell 
Abraham, Zachary Ostapchenko, Weibo 
Chen. There’s a party at the house down 
the street...or is there?
• “Eat Ride Sleep” (15:15), Mikey Nich-
ols, Lauren Josephson. Nine-year-old 
C.J. Burford hears God’s call to ride his 
bike across America, with the family 
RV right behind him, and the media 
tagging along.
• “Metta Johnson’s Video Port-
folio” (8:18), Will Neal, Nick Des-
mone. Metta Johnson wants to be 
a big-time Hollywood director, but 
has no talent nor creative skills.

• “Love Thy Neighbor” (9:40), Bryan Daly, Jill Chi-
pley. The girl next door is looking for love in all 
the wrong faces.

• “Isn’t It Pretty to Think So” (16:56), John Rodg-
ers, Carleigh Coyne. After a short stint in a re-
hab facility, Owen comes home to fi nd that some 
things never change.

• “Curry & Erin” (9:30), Eric O’Donnell, Maureen 
Gavin. Stricken with ALS, and blessed with a lov-
ing husband, a day in the life of Nashville artist 
Erin Brady Worsham is like no other. 

• “Reparation” (9:26), Anthony Patti, Bryan Dimas. 
A young woman attempts an escape from a pris-
on-like mental institution.

• “J2K” (12:15), Grace Carini, Hunter Speese. A 
dermatologist, librarian and grocery store clerk. 
Not exactly the three wise men, but some preg-
nancies are just surreal.
Screenings (all Eastern time) are at 7 p.m. Thurs-

day, Jan. 29, and 6:30 and 9:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, Jan. 30 and 31. Tickets are $7 for the general 
public, $6 for faculty and staff, $5 for seniors (65 
and older) and $4 for students. They may be pur-
chased online at http://performingarts.nd.edu, by 
phone at (574) 631-2800 or in person from noon to 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday at the DeBartolo Per-
forming Arts Center ticket offi ce.



January 22, 2015 Page 11
THE



January 22, 2015Page 12
THE

Lubeznik Center Classes
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second 

St.,  has 15 classes for children, teens and adults 
planned through winter and spring sessions. 

One-day workshops are designed for those who 
don’t have time to commit to a full class schedule. 
Back this winter, for example, is “Daring Derby Hat 
Making,” where Amanda Joyner shows students 
how to create and trim a unique hat suitable for 
the Kentucky Derby. In “Fused Glass,” also return-
ing this season, students learn the fundamentals of 
glass while creating a glass tile and jewelry.

Those able to commit to a longer session have six 
visual art classes from which to choose.

Returning for the third time in a row is “Adult 
Photography” taught by LCA’s administrative man-
ager, Natalie Mills. Students interested in taking 
better pictures gain an understanding of how to use 
settings on the camera as Mills covers terminolo-
gy, techniques and craft. Art enthusiasts who want 
to gain confi dence in discussing contemporary art 
should register for “Art Appreciation” with Gregg 
Hertzlieb, director/curator of Valparaiso Univer-
sity’s Brauer Museum of Art, who will address the 
challenges modern art raises in its abstract and 
conceptual emphases.

Young artists have four different classes from 
which to choose. “Cookies & Canvas,” a kid-friendly 
version of “Masters & Merlot,” involves students 
as young as 7 learning the basics of mixing, paint 
application and composition to create their own 
works. Older students, ages 11-17, who are inspired 
by Manga comics can create their own in “Cartoon-
ing & Manga.”

“Memoir Writing” and “Sandcastle Writers” have 
returned this season. “Memoir Writing” offers stu-
dents the chance to document memories in their 
own writing styles and for their own pleasure. For 
writers interested in fi ction, creative non-fi ction 
and poetry, “Sandcastle Writers” focuses on using 
the Amherst Writers and Artists method through 
in-class writing, sharing and positive feedback.

Visit lubeznikcenter.org for a full listing of all 
classes, tuition, instructor bios or to register. Cur-
rent members can choose their member discount in 
the drop-down menu during checkout. LCA mem-
bers receive 10 percent off classes. Call the center 
at (219) 874-4900 or email artinfo@lubeznikcenter.
org for more information.

There’s a lot going on this winter at Bartlett’s Gourmet Grill.
Weekday food & drink specials, a beer dinner, 

Fat Tuesday party and much more!
Be sure to check our website and Facebook page 
regularly to see all the great specials & events! 

EatAtBartletts.com/events

Bartlett’s is open 7 days a week
for both lunch and dinner.

LaLu Seniors Earn Nominations

La Lumiere School announced seniors Drew 
Cayce, Jalen Coleman-Lands, Alex Olesinski and 
Munis Tutu have been nominated for the 2015 Mc-
Donald’s All American Games.

More than 820 players from 47 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia received nominations, including 
22 from Indiana. Between La Lumiere’s four nomi-
nations and a nomination received by another local 
athlete, La Porte County received almost a quarter 
of the state’s nominations. The fi nal teams will be 
announced during the McDonald’s All American 
Games Selection Show on ESPNU at 5 p.m. CST 
Wednesday, Jan. 28. The tournament is April 1 at 
Chicago’s United Center.

Coleman-Lands, La Lu shooting guard and ESPN 
four-star recruit, offi cially signed a letter of intent 
with the University of Illinois last November. Oles-
inski, a 6’ 9” forward, is considering offers from 
Gonzaga and Boston College. Point guard Tutu has 
offers from several schools, including Loyola Mary-
mount. Cayce, a 6’ 3” shooting guard, is being re-
cruited by several Division I schools.

Munis Tutu (from left), Alex Olesinski, 
Jalen Coleman-Lands and Drew Cayce.
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Sarett Nature Center
The following programs are available through 

Sarett Nature Center, 2300 Benton Center Road, 
Benton Harbor, Mich.:

• Snowshoe at Allegan State Game Area at 
12:30 p.m. EST Saturday, Jan. 24.

The fee is $10. 
• Susan and Michael Wood will present a 

slideshow highlighting South Africa at 3 p.m. 
EST Sunday, Jan. 25.

The fee is $3.
Call (269) 927-4832 to register for either program.

Brown Bag Lunch Gardening Series
La Porte County Master Gardeners will present 

four sessions — two each in La Porte and Michigan 
City — as part of a “brown bag” lunch and learn  
gardening series.

All sessions are from noon to 1 p.m.
The fi rst is Wednesday, Jan. 21, at Purdue Ex-

tension-La Porte County Offi ce, 2857 W. Indiana 2, 
La Porte. Two avid gardeners and naturalists, Jan 
Koss and Barb Merten, transformed a backyard 
area into a certifi ed Monarch Watch “waystation” 
for raising and releasing Monarch butterfl ies. Fo-
cused on raising awareness of the Monarch butter-
fl y’s plight, they will share how-to information on 
types of plants, equipment and housing needed to 
raise Monarchs.

Having raised and released 130 Monarch but-
terfl ies in 2014 at Bench Creek Gardens, Koss and 
Merten will share their tips, suggestions and infor-
mation on raising caterpillars. They also received 
the 2014 Bring Nature Home Award from the Shir-
ley Heinze Land Trust.

Ensuing programs are: 
• Wednesday, Feb. 11: “Pruning and Deadheading,” 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Michigan City.

• Wednesday, March 18: “Insect Management in 
the Vegetable Garden,” Purdue Extension-La 
Porte County Offi ce.

• Wednesday, April 15: “Learning to Grow (and 
Growing to Love) Herbs,” Michigan City Public 
Library.
Participants can take their lunch. The fee is $5 

per session, which includes informational hand-
outs, or $15 for all four sessions. No preregistration 
is required. 

Call Purdue Extension – La Porte County at (219) 
324-9407 for more information, or download a fl yer 
at www.extension.purdue.edu/laporte. Click on the 
“Garden” heading at the top of the page. 

The La Porte County Master Gardener Associa-
tion is a Purdue Cooperative Extension Service pro-
gram that trains volunteers to promote good gar-
dening and horticultural practices.

SAVE MONEY NOW WITH 
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

219-874-2454 
219-926-2550

www.MichianaMechanical.com

$25 OFF
repairs that are $50.00 or over. Excludes Diagnostic Fee.

 
Not valid on prior service or with other offers. Offer good at Michiana Mechanical.

SERVICE REPAIR

Purchase a brand new in-the-box

               Furnace at

2014 prices.
Don’t wait until the 2015 price 

increase! Purchase your new 95% to 
98% high-effi cient furnace at 

2014 prices.
Yes, that’s right…Not only will you save 
money on the cost of your new furnace, 

but every month your new furnace is 
operating you’re saving on your gas bill. 

You can’t lose! 

Maybe you’re worried about your old 
furnace breaking down on the next cold 

day and investing money in that old beast. 
Our new Lennox furnaces are backed by a 
10-Year Manufacturer’s Parts Warranty and 
our Exclusive 2-Year Labor Warranty. Plus, 
Special Financing Options are Available.

Act Now ... 2014 Prices End Soon! 
Call Today For A FREE Home 

Comfort Evaluation.
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1 Block North of U.S. 12 on Karwick Road
1 Courts Boulevard

Michigan City, Indiana

CALL 
(219) 879-3366

www.courts-by-long-beach.com

PREFERRED
APARTMENTS

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, La Porte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.la-
portecountyparks.org for more in-
formation.

Stroller, Baby and You
Aimed at toddlers and preschoolers, programs in-

clude music, dance, storytelling and a hike (weather 
permitting).

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Monday, 
Jan. 26, Feb. 2 and 9, March 2, 16 and 30, and April 
6, 13 and 27 at Red Mill County Park. Call at least 
one week in advance to register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the program 
topic. Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, 
with an adult required to participate.

Programs are from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at Red Mill 
County Park. The cost is $5 per child/per program. 
Pre-registration and payment are required at least 
one week in advance or until full, whichever comes 
fi rst. The lineup is:
• Jan. 28 — “It’s Cold Outside.”
• Feb. 11 — “Oh Deer.”
• March 11 — “Insect Insight.”
• April 1 — “Turtle Talk.” 
• April 15 — “Spring Has Sprung.”

Senior Lifestyles
Join the free 55+ Club, a social club designed for 

adults 55 and older to learn and explore various 
types of nature. Free coffee is served to participants.

The group meets from 9 to 10 a.m. at Luhr Coun-
ty Park Nature Center, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West, La Porte. Call at least one week in advance to 
register. The schedule is:
• March 4 — “Sleep Disorders and Their Effects on 

Your Health” with Mindi Whittacker.
• April 1  — “Heart Disease Risk Factors —  Know 

Your Numbers” with cardiovascular nurse navi-
gator Nancy Blossom.

• May 6 — “Gardening” with Sacha Burns of Sunk-
issed Organics.

Daddy Daughter Dance — “Princess Style”
An evening of dancing, refreshments and pictures 

is from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday or Saturday, March 
6 or 7, at Red Mill County Park.

The cost is $15 per couple, or $5 for each addition-
al daughter. Pre-registration is required at least one 
week in advance or until full, whichever comes fi rst.

Local Education Offi cial Praised
Gov. Mike Pence recognized Audra Peterson, the 

2014 Career and Technical Education Director of 
the Year, during his State of the State address on 
Jan. 14.

Peterson is the director of La Porte County Ca-
reer and Technical Education. She was recognized 
for partnering with NIPSCO to create an Energy 
Pathway for students in La Porte County.

Pence said opportunities in career and technical 
education should be made available to more Indiana 
students. He called for a focus on education during 
this legislative session.

Peterson attended a reception with many state 
leaders, spoke with Pence and the First Lady and 
was a special guest seated in the First Lady’s box 
during the session.

Audra Peterson (center), director of La Porte County Career and 
Technical Education, appears with First Lady Karen Pence

and Gov. Mike Pence.
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Looking to help bring downtown back? Under served 
growing South Shore ridership needs immediate 
services. Cafe a must. One space available next to 
South Shore building. Space already built out for a 
cafe. Reasonable terms.

Call Mike Conner 219.861.0960

827-1/2 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 861-0960
www.dparileproperties.com

A Win-Win Situation

Jan. 8 proved a triumphant night for the La Lumiere Laker Varsity White Team as it not only defeated Wasatch Academy 71-54, but also 
helped support cancer research by raising $2,300 for the Mary Kline Foundation. Alex Kline established the effort, naming it after his 

mother, who died from brain cancer when he was 10. Kline is the creator of The Recruit Scoop (recruitscoop.rivals.com), an online site 
for many college basketball coaches who consider his research and reporting when deciding which high-school players to pursue. Kline, 
20, is a two-time Forbes Magazine “30 under 30” recipient, joining the likes of LeBron James, Bryce Harper and Usain Bolt. During the 

Jan. 8 game, the crowd included Head Coach John Calipari from Kentucky, as well as coaches from Loyola Marymount, Butler, American 
University and Purdue. Kline is pictured holding a basketball in the front row with the La Lumiere team.

Pantry/Thrift Shop Sale
The Harbor Country Emergency Food Pantry and 

Thrift Shop, 6 S. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich., will 
have a bag sale Jan. 27-31.

All regular clothing is available to fi ll a bag for 
$2 because there is a need to downsize the winter 
clothing inventory.

The shop is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednes-
day through Saturday and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tues-
day. It is closed Sunday and Monday. All times are 
Eastern. The shop aids people in need in New Buf-
falo, Three Oaks, Galien, Weesaw, Lake and Chick-
aming townships.

Mainstreet Association Meeting
Michigan City Mainstreet Association will have 

its annual meeting Tuesday, Jan. 27, at Sequel Bar 
& Grill, 110 W. Ninth St., Michigan City.

The meeting is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., with 
lunch starting promptly at noon. The agenda will 
be posted at www.uptownartsdistrict.org. The cost 
is $15 for members and $20 for non-members.

Make reservations at ed@uptownartsdistrict.org 
or call Diane at (219) 561-6991.
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Zoo Receives $100,000 Grant

The Otto J. and Margaret M. Zack Charitable 
Trust has awarded Washington Park Zoological So-
ciety with a $100,000 grant for 2015.

The money will help repair the petting barn roof, 
create a medical treatment area and buy food and 
medical expenses for the animals. 

This is the third year the zoological society has 
received a grant from the trust. In 2013, it received 
$20,000 for animal food. In 2014, $20,000 went to 
animal food and $40,000 to buy a freezer/cooler 
combination unit.

The Otto J. and Margaret M. Zack Charitable 
Trust was awarded to the Zoological Society as a 
501(c)(3) non-profi t organization. Over the past 
three years, $272,000 has been contributed to the 
zoo through grants, donations and fundraisers.

Email ssheldon@emichigancity.com or call (219) 
873-1510 if interested in helping the zoo or joining 
the Zoological Society.

Holding the check for the $100,000 grant are Zoo Director Jamie Huss 
and Zoological Society Vice President Johnny Stimley.

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Film screening, “42,” at 2 p.m. Saturday, 

Jan. 24.
The library and Purdue University-North Cen-

tral are co-sponsoring the showing of Brian Hel-
geland’s sports drama/biopic, which centers on the 
historic 1947 baseball season when Brooklyn Dodg-
ers General Manager Branch Rickey (Harrison 
Ford) signed the fi rst black Major League player, 
Jackie Robinson. Author and PNC professor Jerry 
Holt will discuss his play, “Rickey,” after the movie.

• Mightiest of Mighty Mic Returns at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 25.

Several years ago, the library, along with the late 
Richard Fammeree, hosted musicians, poets, danc-
ers and other community members through the open 
mic forum. Blues guitarist Keith Scott will host the 
reunion. New and former participants are invited.

• Yoga with David Kipley at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 27.

Kipley is a recent graduate of Dancing Feet Yo-
ga’s Yoga Teacher Program. All levels are welcome. 
Take a mat and wear comfortable clothes.

• Knitting Club for All Ages at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 28.

Take size 9 straight knitting needles, worsted 
yarn and tape measure (optional). Contact Joanne 
Hale at joeyAB1971@yahoo.com or (219) 814-4398 
for more information.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

“New Natural”
Lesley Baker will present the exhibit “New Natu-

ral,” using ceramics to represent preciousness, raw 
materials and history, on Jan. 24 through April 5 at 
South Bend Museum of Art.

Baker is an associate professor at the Herron 
School of Art and Design in Indianapolis and has 
taught at University of California, Berkeley, and the 
California College of the Arts. She earned her  mas-
ter of fi ne arts at the Rhode Island School of Design 
in 2000. She has participated in numerous artist 
residencies, including the Archie Bray Foundation, 
the John Michael Kohler Arts/Industry Residency, 
the Guldagergaard International Ceramic Research 
Center in Denmark and the Pottery Workshop in 
Jingdezhen, China. Her work has been published in 
numerous books, including “The Yixing Effect” and 
“The Best of 500 Ceramics.”

A reception is from 5 to 9 p.m. EST Friday, March 
6, with a gallery talk with Baker at 6:15 p.m. EST.

The SBMA is located in The Century Center, 120 
S. St. Joseph St. Call (574) 235-9102 or visit www.
southbendart.org/ for more information.
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Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  

16153 red arrow highway  .  union pier  .  michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available through 

Westchester Public Library:
• NorthShore Health Center blood-pressure 

screening from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
21, in the Bertha Wood meeting room at Thomas 
Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

The free blood-pressure screenings are offered the 
third Wednesday of each month. Those interested 
also can receive help calculating Body Mass Index.

• Battles of the American Civil War contin-
ues from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 21, and 10 
a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan. 24, in the Bertha 
Wood meeting room at Thomas Library.

History buff and Civil War enthusiast Thomas 
Murphy will lead the discussion on the fi rst major 
land battle of the armies in Virginia.

• Friday Night at the Movies, “Mr. Peabody 
and Sherman,” at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 23, at 
the Library Service Center, 100 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

The showing is free. The movie, rated PG, has a  
running time of 92 minutes.

• The fi rst Trivia Night at the Museum at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 27, at Westchester Township 
History Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

No registration is necessary for the monthly pro-
gram. Teams of one to four people can test their 
knowledge of 1980s cartoons. Vie for a prize. Re-
freshments will be served.

• Bits and Bytes series, “Intro to Facebook,” 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 3, and 1 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 5, in the Serials/Automation 
Department at Thomas Library.

Registration is under way. Visit or call the Se-
rials Department at (219) 926-7696, Ext. 1125, or 
register at www.wpl.lib.in.us/. Click on the Bits and 
Bytes link. The class is free of charge.
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from occurring again.
Smith began the formal inquiry the day after 

the survivors arrived in New York’s harbor, before 
they could scatter to the four winds. The White 

Star Line, Titanic’s owners, was head-
quartered in the United States, and 
the greatest loss of life was born by 
Americans. The Chicago Daily Jour-
nal reported on Saturday, April 20, 
1912, that Bruce Ismay, International 
Mercantile Marine Co. president, was 
lobbying with the British government 
to spirit the crew and survivors away 
for a hearing, to be held on English 
soil. Smith was quoted as saying “this 
was one of the reasons the investiga-
tion had been started without any loss 
of time.”

A total of 82 witnesses testifi ed at 
the hearing. They spoke of ice warn-
ings that were ignored, the lack of 
suffi cient lifeboats and of the failure 

Tragic Ties
Curator Helps Reveal Southwest Michigan Connections to Titanic Sinking

by William Halliar

RMS Titanic before heading out to sea.

Early morning, April 15, 1912, was bitterly cold. 
The waters of the North Atlantic lay before the 
weary travelers, inky and still. The quiet ocean re-
fl ected sparkling stars that shone from overhead, 
making spiraling patterns in the smooth surface of 
the watery blackness.

At 2:20 a.m., Titanic, the largest and grandest 
ship ever built, having been stricken by an iceberg 
and mortally wounded, slid beneath the waves. All 
that could be heard, in the hush of the early morn-
ing, were the distant cries of people struggling in 
the frigid waters and the whimpering of those hud-
dled, shivering in drifting lifeboats.

Unthinkable disaster had befallen the pride of 
the White Star Line, and now, all that remained 
of the 2,228 passengers and crew who set sail with 
such great hope only fi ve days before were the 705 
souls huddled together in numb disbelief and grief 
in Titanic’s lifeboats, bobbing over an empty, obsid-
ian black sea.

The story of the “unsinkable” ship and her ter-
rible fate has been told many times over and never 
fails to fascinate.

Robert Myers, Berrien 
County Historical Asso-
ciation curator, has done 
extensive research on the 
ship and its ill-fated maid-
en voyage in light of impor-
tant ties the disaster has 
to Southwest Michigan. He 
gave a recent talk and pre-
sentation at New Buffalo 
Township Public Library 
describing the events of 
that night and subsequent 
history of the survivors.

Curiously, two of the 
greatest disasters in maritime history have links to 
the Michiana region: Titanic’s sinking in 1912 with 
the loss of 1,523 lives, and the Eastland, headed for 
a Michigan City dunes picnic, over-
turning in the Chicago River on July 
24, 1915, drowning 844 souls.

Titanic’s connection to Southwest 
Michigan centers around a Dowagiac 
native son, Sen. William Alden Smith, 
who chaired the senate inquiry inves-
tigating the events surrounding the 
Titanic disaster, and three area fami-
lies who were on the ship that fateful 
night and lived to tell the story.

Myers recounts the story, as re-
vealed by his research, and concludes 
that Smith did a tremendous job get-
ting to the heart of the sinking and 
drawing conclusions that led to the 
setting of new standards for passen-
ger ships to prevent such a tragedy 

Robert Myers, Berrien County 
Historical Association curator.

Sen. William Alden Smith chaired the 
senate inquiry investigating the events 

surrounding the Titanic disaster.

of ships near Titanic that night to respond. The tes-
timony of the survivors was sobering and dramatic.

Myers stresses that the inquiry chaired by Smith 
was important because of the many safety regu-
lations that came out of it. Some of the new rules 
included: the ruling that there had to be enough 
lifeboat seats to accommodate every passenger and 
crew member on board a given ship; regular ice pa-
trols that were established in the North Atlantic; 
and regulations for the use of radios in emergency 
situations, to name a few.

The stories of Southwest Michigan residents who 
survived that horrible night are interesting as well. 
There were three families aboard Titanic bound for 
Berrien County: one in fi rst class, one in second 
class and one in third.

In fi rst-class accommodations were honeymoon-
ers Dickenson and Helen Bishop, heirs to Round 
Oak Stove Co. in Dowagiac. Although they survived 
the sinking, their story did not end well. Their mar-
riage collapsed in divorce shortly after the couple 
returned to Dowagiac. It was suggested the stress 
Dickenson was under, being one of the few men to 
make it into the lifeboats, led to the dissolution of 
his marriage. His wife, Helen, later died in an auto-
mobile accident.

Nellie Becker and her three children were berthed 
in the second class section of the ship. Nellie and 
her husband were missionaries returning to Ber-
rien County after a long assignment abroad. Before 
embarking, the family’s youngest child became ill 
and the father decided to stay behind in England 
with the child until he recovered. This decision 
probably saved the father’s life, since women and 
children were loaded fi rst into Titanic’s lifeboats.

Ruth Becker, oldest daughter of the Becker fam-
ily, became separated from her mother and siblings 

in the crowded confusion when the 
lifeboats were being loaded, but she fi -
nally made her way into another boat, 
apart from her family.

Ruth will be remembered for giving 
her blanket to one of the ships stokers 
in the lifeboat. He’d come up from the 
boiler room sweating, in only shorts 
and a T-shirt, and would have died 
of hypothermia in the frigid night air 
without any covering. Ruth became a 
school teacher and died in 1991. In her 
lifetime, she hardly spoke of her ordeal 
aboard Titanic.

In third class were Hanna Touma 
and her children, Maria and Georges, 
travelling from Lebanon. Her husband 
traveled to Dowagiac the year before 
to build a cabin and till the ground in 
preparation for his family’s arrival — 
a classic immigrant story.

The infl uence of Sen. William Alden Smith helped lead to a ruling that there had to be enough lifeboat
 seats to accommodate every passenger and crew member on board a given ship. Continued on Page 20
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Baby, It’s Cold Outside…
But it’s warm in

SWINGBELLY’S

Swingbellys.org

3101 E. U.S. 12 • Michigan City, IN
Just East of Karwick Rd

Myers tells these and so many more fascinating 
stories and details in a presentation and slide show 
he gives to any group in the area interested in Ber-
rien County’s rich history and Titanic connections. 
More information is available at: www.berrienhis-
tory.org, (269) 471-1202, the museum in the historic 
Courthouse Square in downtown Berrien Springs, 
Mich., or by writing Curator Robert C. Myers, His-
tory Center at Courthouse Square, P.O. Box 261, 
Berrien Springs, Mi. 49103

Tragic Ties Continued from Page 19

Ruth Becker Blanchard, seen here in the back row on the far left, 
became a teacher and died in 1991. She rarely spoke 

of what happened on Titanic.

Editor’s Note — “The Fitness Re-
bellion,” written by staff at Michigan 
City’s Anytime Fitness, appears every 
other week in The Beacher. This col-
umn was written by Trainer Shannon 
Rockstad.

One of the main excuses I get about purchasing 
sessions from a personal trainer is that they can 
fi nd all the same information on the Internet.

It’s a noble cause to try and save a few bucks and 
get the DIY book on your body. Here’s the prob-
lem: If we could learn everything from the Internet 
about our bodies and go about it on your own, doc-
tors would be obsolete, as well as physical thera-
pists and any sort of specialist.

This same is true of trainers. We pay for our certi-
fi cations and invest a lot of time learning from other 
trainers and honing programming skills, as well as 
communication with each individual person. When 
you hire a trainer, you’re hiring someone whose sole 
job is to be concerned with your goals and progress. 
We make sure you are there and getting what you 
paid for: your goals reached. These goals go beyond 
just the training sessions, which means as a trainer 
we go beyond that as well. After a session, you are 
still able to email your trainer questions or ask for 
motivation. We are there for you and your goals. 

What many people don’t realize is how hard it is 
to walk in a gym and immediately know what to do 
if you’ve never worked out before. It’s good to be pro-
active and look things up on the Internet or mag-
azines but, ultimately, without someone there to 
show you if you are doing the exercise correctly, or 
your diet, then it will take a lot longer to reach your 
goals. And in the time it takes for you to self-teach, 
you may get discouraged, injured and/or decide your 
health is not worth it...until you go to the doctor. 

I am always reminding people prevention is the 
best treatment. It is never a bad thing to come to a 
trainer before you have injuries instead of after. If 
you pay for a trainer for one year minimum, listen 
to everything they have to say, ask questions and 
learn the exercise forms. Then, you will have done 
yourself more than years and years worth of train-
ing. You have built a solid foundation from which 
you can build on your own. 

Go back to when you decided to get a member-
ship. You had certain goals in mind you knew a gym 
could help. Instead of going a few times, having a 
few OK workouts, then falling off the wagon for 
whatever reason, hire a trainer, get on a program 
that is designed only for you and dedicate yourself. 
The reason to join a gym is because we have certain 
goals in mind. Those goals, no matter what they 
are, were meant to be achieved. Don’t let anything 
stop you.

The Fitness Rebellion
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Talk to Gina Siwietz today, your local 
Horizon Mortgage 
Advisor at 
(219) 871-2252.

www.horizonbank.com

LOCAL HOME LENDERYour

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are through Indiana 

Dunes National Lakeshore:
• Learn about nature, and how to explore 

its beauty on snowshoes, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 24, at the Visitor Center.

A brief indoor program is followed by a ranger-
led hike on snowshoes through fi elds and woods. A 
limited number of snowshoes are available for loan, 
or participants can take their own. A hike will be 
offered if there is not enough snow.

• Miller Woods Restoration Days from 9 a.m. 
to noon the fourth Saturday of each month at 
the Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmen-
tal Education.

Local residents can volunteer their time and ex-
pertise, the focus being a black oak savanna resto-
ration project. The day starts with a hike to the site 
being restored, an informal presentation about the 
project by Cathy Martin of Save the Dunes, followed 
by a short stewardship component.

All restoration tools and safety gear will be pro-
vided. Dress appropriately for the weather. Contact 
Ted Winterfeld at (219) 395-1661 or ted_winterfeld@
nps.gov, or Rachel Veronesi at (219) 395-1844 or ra-
chel_veronesi@partner.nps.gov for more information.

• The free Junior Ranger Program from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at Indiana Dunes Visitor 
Center and Paul H. Douglas Center.

A variety of Junior Ranger programs exist, from 
a short Beachcombers Activity Page to an extensive 
Junior Rangers Booklet. Complete a program and 
earn a prize. Stop by the Visitor Center or Douglas 
Center to pick up a free program booklet.

• “Park in Focus” from 1 to 3 p.m. every Sat-
urday at the Paul H. Douglas Center.

Park staff will host special programs focusing on 
park resources, hot topics in research, new environ-
mental fi lms or guest speakers.

• “Kid’s Rule” from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday at the 
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.

Join a ranger in the Visitor Center’s activity room 
for stories and activities. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street 
north of U.S. 12 in the Miller Beach neighborhood 
of Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Solo Exhibit at Village Gallery
The Village Gallery in Val-

paraiso’s Pines Village Retire-
ment Communities will fea-
ture a solo exhibit by Desire’e 
Simpson through Feb. 26.

An artist, educator, designer 
and retired sergeant major in 
the U.S. Army Reserves, Simp-
son’s love of art emerged while 
growing up in Chicago. She 

earned a bachelor of arts degree in fi ne arts from 
the American University in Paris, a master’s degree 
in occupational and vocational education from Chi-
cago State University and a doctorate in education 
from the University of Illinois. She has more than 
20 years teaching experience and is a licensed art 
educator.

Simpson’s artistry takes shape through mosaics, 
painting and sculpture. As a practicing artist, her 
art portfolio received acclaim when her watercolor, 
“The Peacock,” was adopted by Indiana State Mu-
seum in 2011 as part of the permanent collection. As 
a Peace Corps volunteer in the Dominican Republic, 
she worked with artisans as a designer in the Small 
Entrepreneur Development Program. She helped 
local artisans perfect the quality of their craft prod-
ucts, expand their markets locally and internation-
ally and develop marketing strategies.

That humanitarian experience inspired Simpson 
to open LiveArts Studio in Gary as a cultural art, 
education and entrepreneurial institution. The stu-
dio informs learners of the ways in which art, de-
sign and creativity can be employed as viable tools 
to improve life and enhance one’s lifestyle.

The Village Gallery at Pines Village Retirement 
Communities opened in 2009 and has showcased 
many artists from around the region and U.S. Lo-
cated at 3303 Pines Village Circle (off Calumet Av-
enue just north of Cumberland Crossing), it is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
There is no admission charge. Call (219) 465-1591 
for more information.

Simpson
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Toll Free…1-855-349-8551 
 

wwww.landheatingandair.com  
Serving LaPorte County…Since 2003   

 
$79.95 

CCall Today &  MMention PPromo Code:  
““TThe Beacher--  JJanuary 22015””  

(Not Valid With Any Other Offer) 

  FURNACE “CLEAN & CHECK” SPECIAL 

  

Polish-American Cultural Society
The Polish-American Cultural Society of North-

west Indiana, Michigan City Chapter, will meet at 
5 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 28, at the former St. Mary 
School, 321 W. 11th St., Michigan City.

Call Theresa Child at (219) 464-1369 for addi-
tional information.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered through Indi-

ana Dunes State Park:
Saturday, Jan. 24
• 2 p.m. — “100 Years of Indiana State Parks.”
Meet at the Nature Center auditorium for the 

50-minute PBS documentary, produced in 2009, 
that captures 100 years of Indiana state parks.

Sunday, Jan. 25
• 10 a.m. — Feed the Birds.
Join a naturalist outside the Nature Center for 

the daily feeding. Get close views of chickadees, car-
dinals and woodpeckers.

• 2 p.m. — Snowshoe Shuffl e.
Meet a park interpreter in the Nature Center for 

an introduction to the mode of winter transportation, 
then take a short walk through the woods. A short 
hike will be offered if there isn’t enough snow.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

PNC Public Speaking Class
Purdue University-North Central’s Offi ce of Grad-

uate and Extended Learning and Department of 
Communication will offer a non-credit program for 
people who want to develop public speaking skills.

The course, taught by Daniel Wilbur, PNC as-
sociate professor of communication, introduces the 
principles and practice of public speaking. Partici-
pants learn how to create clear, concise and engag-
ing presentations, as well as the importance of ana-
lyzing and adapting speeches for unique audiences. 
They also will improve their own speaking skills by 
studying public speaking as a speaker and observer.

There are no prerequisites. Classes meet from 
5 to 7 p.m. Wednesdays from Jan. 28 to March 4. 
The $149 registration fee includes all materials. 
Discounted rates are available for PNC students, 
alumni and employees. The registration deadline is 
4 p.m. Jan. 21. Seating is limited.

Contact Cassandra Boehlke, Graduate and Extend-
ed Learning coordinator, at (219) 785-5748 or cboehl-
ke@pnc.edu to register or for more information.

MCAS Board Honors Kintzele
The Michigan City Area Schools board last month 

recognized Jim Kintzele Sr. for more than 20 years 
of service as a school board member and offi cer.

Superintendent Barbara Eason-Watkins and 
Board President Don Dulaney presented him with 
a framed Michigan City High School “school board 
varsity letter” in recognition of his fi ve terms on the 
board. 

A lifelong Michigan City resident, Kintzele is the 
Michigan City Refuse Department superintendent, 
a position he has held for the past 19 years. He 
served on the MCAS board for 20 1⁄2 years. For the 
majority of that time, he held the offi ce of president 
or vice president.

A longtime public servant, his fi rst elected offi ce 
was at 21 to the La Porte County Council. He served 
on the Michigan City Common Council for 16 years 
and has served on numerous city and county boards 
and committees.

Honoring Jim Kintzele Sr. (second from right) at the Michigan City Area 
Schools Board meeting were (from left) Board President Don Dulaney, 

Melinda Kintzele and Superintendent Barbara Eason-Watkins.
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Free Exercise Program
Purdue Extension Family Nutrition Program will 

sponsor a free exercise program at 12:15 p.m. Tues-
days and Thursdays, Jan. 20 through Feb. 26, at 
the Madeline and George Smrt Center, 301 Grant 
St., Michigan City.

Those interested can join at any time. The mus-
cle-toning fi tness program is mostly done seated in 
a chair. Wear comfortable clothes and supportive 
shoes. Consult a health-care provider before start-
ing. Contact Jody Kutch at (219) 324-9407 for more 
information.

Service League of Michigan City
Service League of Michigan City met Jan. 13, with 

President Katherine Brennan calling the meeting 
to order. The 15 members present approved the No-
vember meeting minutes as published.

The Christmas luncheon marked the December 
meeting.

Two thank you notes were read from Jim Hiss 
and Phyllis Long. The group thanked Esther 
Schlegelmilch and Kathi Dean for their memorial do-
nation in memory of Alene Burnside. Schlegelmilch 
also donated in memory of Robert Fritz and Des-
pina Fegaras.

The group also highlighted memorial donations 
made in memory of Dorothy Barnett from: Nancy 
Trainor, Linda Novak, Katherine Brennan, Karen 
Burnside, Kathi Dean, Ivye Benson, Bruce and 
Julie Manner, Jim and Betty Fisher, Virginia and 
Greg Orlowski, Marsha Kenney, Pat Walker, Mike 
and Judy Kerestury, Don and Dottie Evett, Cath-
erine Kelly, Gerald and Sally Piotrowski, Audrey 
Hagenow, Richard Dolezal, Linda Milzarek, Thom-
as Hooper and Crystal Domke.

The League also received donations from Ernest 
and Beverly Heberling, Richard Cook and Sharon 
Raab for $50 each.

Committees shared fi gures for November, then 
December 2014, respectively, which is how they are 
documented below.

The Collections Committee reported sending out 
reminders to clients to return overdue equipment: 
First Cards: 20 and 23; Second Cards: nine and 10; 
and Letters: 0 and 6. 

The Equipment Committee reported the League 
served 88 and 70 patients, loaned 133 and 97 items 
and tooi’d one and two items. Three and fi ve dona-
tions were taken into inventory.

The Dressings Committee reported the follow-
ing distributions: 4-by-4 gauze — 6 and 6 packages; 
5-by-9 pads — 0 and 7 boxes; chux — 63 and 45 
dozen. Patients served — 7 and 6 new; 20 and 17 
repeat; for a total of 27 and 23 total patients.

Barker Welfare Foundation was thanked for the 
grant to help buy a new furnace/AC unit/duct work. 

The League is selling Carson Community Days 
coupon books for $5. Community Days are Feb. 27 
and 28. The books may be picked up at the offi ce, 
301 E. Garfi eld St.

A “Give-Back” night is Tuesday, March 10, at Hol-
ly’s Restaurant & Pub. Coupons can be picked up at 
the offi ce or printed soon off the web.

The next meeting is at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
10, followed by inventory and a luncheon.

The League always needs volunteers. Anyone in-
terested can call (219) 872-1144 or stop by the offi ce 
between 9 a.m. and noon and 1 and 4 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.

It is closed holidays.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

 Jan. 13, 2015
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Gutter Golfers 7  0
1. Lady Strikers 7  0
1. Pin Ball Wizards 7  0
2. Striking Beauties 6 1

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Jill Mellen   185
2. June Salmon  179
3. Tammy Vouri  172
4. Lenore Hadaway  158
5. Nancy Kubath   156
6. Ella Parkerson  150

SPLITS
Ann Bogart  2-7-8
Nancy Kubath  4-5-7
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Taltree Winter Classes
Taltree Arboretum & Gardens’ 2015 winter class 

schedule is available online.
The website is Taltree.org. Classes are geared to-

ward all ages and cover a variety of nature, health 
and recreation topics. They include: indoor yoga, 
pendant wire wrapping, vegetable and ornamen-
tal gardening, Indiana Master Naturalist, birding, 
ornamental gardening, fossils, rocks and minerals 
and rain gardening. Classes are located in a heated 
greenhouse and classroom.

Also posted online is the educational hike sched-
ule. Taltree is located at 450 W. County Road 100 
North near Valparaiso.

Unity Foundation Scholarships
Applications are available online for the Unity 

Foundation of La Porte County 2015 cycle for schol-
arships and awards.  

The submission deadline is April 10. Scholarships 
and awards ranging from $250 to $2,500 are given 
through more than 50 funds at Unity, the communi-
ty foundation serving La Porte County. Scholarship 
opportunities are available for graduating seniors 
and students already in college. 

To make the application process easier for stu-
dents and school offi cials, applicants can log into 
www.ufl c.net to complete and submit applications 
and documentation online. Students are encouraged 
to begin the process early because transcripts must 
be downloaded before the application is submitted.  

In 2014, more than 100 students from throughout 
La Porte County received Unity Foundation schol-
arships totaling $143,236. That amount was in ad-
dition to the Lilly Endowment Community Scholar-
ships, which cover 100 percent of tuition for two La 
Porte County students for four years of college.  

A new scholarship also was added, The Tanber-
Blair Golf Scholarship Foundation, which supports 
high school seniors graduating from La Porte Coun-
ty schools who played on high school golf teams for 
all four years. 

Specialty awards also can be found at www.ufl c.
net. Some require nominations of deserving stu-
dents or adults:
• The Jan Nona Environmental Award honors 

students or “teachers inspiring students” in the 
Michigan City area who move beyond being an 
ordinary citizen and become involved in commu-
nity environmental issues. 

• The Diane Kay Bamberth Memorial Award for 
a graduating La Porte High School senior who 
demonstrates community service, leadership, hu-
mility, courage, tenacity, strength during adver-
sity  and strong moral fi ber. 
Call (219) 879-0327 for more information.

Harbor Country Book Club
Harbor Country Book Club will discuss Kathleen 

Norris’ “Dakota: A Spiritual Geography” at 1 p.m. 
EST Tuesday, Jan. 27, at The Harbor Grand, 111 W. 
Water St., New Buffalo, Mich.

The January and February meetings are at 1 
p.m. EST. Meetings are open to anyone interested 
in discussing the book. The Feb. 24 selection is Her-
man Koch’s “The Dinner.”

Shakespeare Week Returns
Christ College, Valparaiso University’s Honors 

College, will present the second Shakespeare Week 
on Feb. 2-7 and featuring a weeklong residency by 
Actors From The London Stage.

Shakespeare Week will showcase performances 
and workshops sponsored in collaboration with the 
English and theater departments.

Highlights include:
• Scenes from “Romeo and Juliet” presented by 

Children’s Theatre Works of Chicago Street The-
atre at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 3, in the Christ 
College Refectory. Free admission.

• “Beauty and Truth and Shakespeare” by Gary 
Taylor of Florida State University at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, at the University Theatre. 
Free admission.

• “Macbeth” by Actors From The London Stage at 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 5-7, at 
the University Theatre. Admission is $15, $10 
for VU students, faculty and staff and $25 for the 
general public and to sponsor a student. Call the 
Center for the Arts Box Offi ce at (219) 464-5162 
for tickets.
Contact Kari-Anne Innes at (219 464-6843 for ad-

ditional information about Shakespeare Week.

Root  
Funeral Home

WILLIAM H. ROOT • THOMAS W. ROOT •  BRIAN W. ROOT

A locally owned and operated funeral home
serving Michigan City and the Beach Area

by the Root Family since 1938.

Pre-Arrangement consultation available 
at no obligation.

312 East Seventh Street
Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 874-6209
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 POSH!POSH!
Upscale Consignment Boutique
 109 N. Barton Street
 New Buffalo, MI 49117
 (Located across from Brewster’s Cafe) 

 269-469-0505

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY, 12-5PM

             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com

Your Good Clothes Deserve POSH!POSH!
Skip the mall and come to POSH! POSH! 

for one-of-a-kind shopping!

Happy and Healthy 2015 to all. Happy and Healthy 2015 to all. 

 Thank you for visiting us in 2014.  Thank you for visiting us in 2014.  
We’ll be open all winter, Wed-Sun, We’ll be open all winter, Wed-Sun, 

and have lots of warm clothing and have lots of warm clothing 
to share.  Furs, too!to share.  Furs, too!

Taking winter consignments: 
please call for appointment.

Come See Us!
MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!

1106 E US Hwy 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com 
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035  
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6, Sat. 9-6 Sunday 12- 4

• Twin, Full,
   Queen, King 
   Bedroom Sets 
• Bunk Beds
• Crash Beds
• Captain’s      
   Beds
• Daybeds
• Matching
   storage
   pieces

sweet
DREAMS
sweet

DEALS!

JROTC Conducts Presentation

The Michigan City 
High School Marine 
Corps Junior Reserve 
Offi cer Training Corps 
conducted a presenta-
tion Jan. 14 at Barker 
and Krueger middle 
schools.

The objective was 
to familiarize eighth-
graders with JROTC 
prior to scheduling 
their courses as high-
school freshmen. The 
Marine Corps requires 
MCHS maintain at 
least 100 cadets to 
maintain the pro-
gram. Current enrollment is 125.

The presentation started with introductory re-
marks by Senior Marine Instructor Maj. Tom Mc-
Grath. He emphasized the JROTC is a leadership 
program, not a preparation for the military, that 
can benefi t all students. He also provided examples 
of cadets who have earned advanced promotion in 
the military and earned ROTC college scholarships 
worth $180,000 by participating in JROTC.   

The cadets did multiple drill and physical train-
ing demonstrations to provide examples of activities 
available to students. Three senior cadets also pro-
vided their opinions of the JROTC.

McGrath closed the presentation by telling stu-
dents, “With our program, as in life, the most impor-
tant thing you need is a positive attitude. It is your 
attitude, not your aptitude, which determines your 
altitude in life.”

Cadet Capt. Alex Wyman commands the Armed Platoon during the presentation.
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Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area:
January 21 — La Porte County Master Garden-

ers “brown bag” lunch series, Monarch butterfl ies, 
noon-1 p.m., Purdue Extension-La Porte County 
Offi ce, 2857 W. Indiana 2, La Porte. Cost: $5. Info: 
(219) 324-9407.

January 22 — “Thursday Night Noir!,” “Strang-
er on the Third Floor” (1940), 7 p.m., Valparaiso 
University Brauer Museum of Art. Free. Info: (219) 
464-5761, Gregg.Hertzlieb@valpo.edu

January 23 — Friday Night at the Movies, “Mr. 
Peabody and Sherman,” 6:30 p.m., Westchester 
Public Library Service Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., 
Chesterton.

January 23-25  — Annual WinterFest, down-
town La Porte. Info: (219) 326-9600.

January 24 — Michigan City Summer Festival 
annual Meltdown, 5 p.m.-midnight, Michigan City 
Senior Center, 2 on the Lake. Cost: $20. Info: Joe 
(219) 874-8213, info@mcsummerfest.org

January 24 — Film screening, “42,” 2 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. In-
cludes discussion with PNC professor Jerry Holt. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

January 24 — Snowshoe trek, 1:30-3:30 p.m.,   
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Visitor Center, 
1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882.

January 24 — “100 Years of Indiana State 
Parks,” 2 p.m., Indiana Dunes State Park Nature 
Center, 1600 N. County Road 25 East (north end of 
Indiana 49), Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

January 24-April 5 — “New Natural” exhibit, 
South Bend Museum of Art, located in The Century 
Center, 120 S. St. Joseph St. Info: (574) 235-9102, 
www.southbendart.org

January 25 — Book discussion, “The Reluctant 
Nazi: Searching for My Grandfather,” 2 p.m., Sinai 
Temple, 2800 Franklin St. Reservations: (219) 874-
4477.

January 25 — Mightiest of Mighty Mic Returns, 
2 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

January 27 — Michigan City Mainstreet Associ-
ation annual meeting, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Sequel Bar 
& Grill, 110 W. Ninth St., Michigan City. Cost:  $15/
members, $20/non-members. Reservations: ed@up-
townartsdistrict.org

January 27 — Harbor Country Book Club, 
Kathleen Norris’ “Dakota: A Spiritual Geography,” 
1 p.m. EST, The Harbor Grand, 111 W. Water St., 
New Buffalo, Mich.

January 27 — Trivia Night at the Museum, 7 
p.m., Westchester Township History, 700 W. Porter 
Ave., Cheserton.

January 28 — The Polish-American Cultural 
Society of Northwest Indiana, Michigan City Chap-
ter, 5 p.m., former St. Mary School, 321 W. 11th St., 
Michigan City. Info: (219) 464-1369.

HEALTH &  
WELLNESS  
RIGHT IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD! 
We offer personal training and  
group exercise classes including 
Yoga, Pilates,  
and more!  
 

Stop in for a  
visit today! 
 

 

La Porte County Family YMCA 
La Porte Branch Long Beach Branch 
901 Michigan Ave 2501 Oriole Trail  
La Porte, IN 46350 Long Beach, IN 46360 
(219) 325-9622 (219) 879-1395 www.lpymca.org 
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Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 7-8 p.m., 
Long Beach Old School Community Center, 2501 
Oriole Trail. Info: (219) 716-2690.

Farther Afi eld:
January 23-25 — Crown Point Community 

Theatre, “Anatomy of a Murder,” Old Lake County 
Courthouse, downtown Crown Point. Times: 7:30 
p.m. Fri./Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $15/general ad-
mission, $12/seniors, students and military person-
nel with valid ID. Tickets: CPCT.biz, (219) 805-4255.

January 24 — Neil Jacobs, 7:30 p.m. EDT, The 
Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, 
Mich. Tickets: $10/general admission, $8/students 
and seniors, free/children 12 and younger. Info/
reservations: (269) 983-3688, info@boxfactoryforth-
earts.org, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

January 24 — Miller Woods Restoration Days, 
9 a.m.-noon, Paul H. Douglas Center for Environ-
mental Education, Lake Street north of U.S. 12 in 
Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-
1661, (219) 395-1844.

January 24 — Opening reception, “Farms, Fac-
tories, Tourism and Culture: Works by Indiana Ar-
tisans,” noon-3 p.m., South Shore Arts Crown Point 
branch, 123 N. Main St. Info: www.southshoreart-
sonline.org

January 24, 31 — Free Indoor Flea Market, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. EST, New Troy Community Center, 
13372 California Road. Info: (773) 375-1514, jan-
na@jannariley.com

January 25 — Susan and Michael Wood slide-
show on South Africa, 3 p.m. EST, Sarett Nature 
Center, 2300 Benton Center Road, Benton Harbor, 
Mich. Cost: $3. Info: (269) 927-4832.

January 30 — “Dueling Pianos,” The Vineland 
Center, 1155 Vineland Road, St. Joseph, Mich. Buf-
fet dinner/5:30 p.m., cocktails/6:30 p.m., show/7 
p.m. All times Eastern. Tickets: $30 ($50 with buf-
fet dinner). Reservations/info: (269) 982-4030, www.
smso.org

Duneland Home & Hardware 
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza” 

Michigan City, IN 46360 • “Open 7 Days”                        
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax 

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com • Website:  www.dunelandhomeandhardware.com 
“Family Owned Since 2001”

Kitchen 
Cabinetry

Ceramic 
Tile

Free 
Estimates

Wood 
Flooring

Window 
Blinds

Counter Tops

Call 219-878-1720

Your Place for…

Luxury Vinyl 
Flooring

Laminate 
Flooring

Professional 
Installation

Carpeting

Bath 
Cabinetry

Brunch Coming Soon! 

January 24th, 2015 

Saturday & Sunday 10am-2pm 

Local. Fresh. Delicious. 

Signature Omelets, Shakshuka, 

Burgers, Wedge Cobb Salad, 

Bottomless Mimosa 

 

 

 

 

827 Franklin St 219.871.1223 

Want to include        
your event in                   

Activities?
Email it to 

drew@thebeacher.com
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“Like” us on
facebook

www.facebook.com/thebeacher911

The Beacher Weekly 
Newspaper is on facebook, 
where you’ll fi nd:

• Sneak peaks of the latest 
stories.

• Links to new and long-
standing advertisers.

• Updates on The Beacher 
Weekly Newspaper 
and Beacher Business 
Printers.

It’s our way of keeping 
you informed about, and 
entertained by, the people, 
places and businesses in our 
Beacher communities.

On January 22, 1789, the fi rst American novel, 
“The Power of Sympathy,” was published. It was a 
story of lust, seduction, incest, and suicide, and set 
the pattern for American novels of the day.
On January 22, 1905, in what became known as 
“Bloody Sunday,” Russian Army troops fi red on St. 
Petersburg workers who revolted against the work-
ing conditions.
On January 22, 1938, Thornton Wilder’s play “Our 
Town” made its debut, in Princeton, NJ.
On January 23, 1977, the popular television mini-
series “Roots,” based on Alex Haley’s novel, began 
airing on ABC.
On January 23, 1992, Freddie Bartholomew, a 
popular child actor of the 1930s whose name be-
came synonymous with the English boy he played 
in “David Copperfi eld,” died at the age of 67.
On January 23, 2004, Bob Keeshan, television’s 
“Captain Kangaroo,” died at 76 in Windsor, VT.
On January 23, 2005, Johnny Carson, whose three 
decades as host of “The Tonight Show” made him 
America’s most-watched comedian, died, in Malibu, 
CA, at the age of 79.
On January 24, 1848, gold was discovered on the 
California property of John A. Sutter, leading to the 
famous “California Gold Rush,” as well as to the in-
famous “forty-niners.”
On January 24, 1862, American novelist Edith 
Wharton was born in New York.
On January 24, 1935, canned beer went on sale (in 
Richmond, VA) for the fi rst time.
On January 24, 1986, photos from Voyager 2 re-
vealed 10 previously unknown moons were in orbit 
around Uranus.
On January 24, 1993, Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, one of the most infl uential civil 
rights lawyers of the 20th century, died at 84.
On January 25, 1890, New York World reporter 
Nellie Bly received a tumultuous welcome after 
completing a round-the-world journey in 72 days, 
beating the fi ctional 80-day trip of Jules Verne’s 
Phileas Fogg.
On January 25, 1915, telephone inventor Alex-
ander Graham Bell inaugurated transcontinental 
phone service with a call from New York to San 
Francisco.
On January 25, 1947, gangster Al Capone died in 
Palm Island, FL; he was 48 years old.
On January 25, 1949, the new nation of Israel 
held its fi rst election.
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

421 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN
www.genins.com

Miki Young
Personal Lines Agent

miki@genins.com
(219) 809-2227

Coverage for your 
most precious assets

AUTO |  HOME |  BUSINESS |  L IFE  |  HEALTH

On January 25, 1961, President John Kennedy 
held the fi rst presidential news conference to be 
televised live.

On January 25, 2004, NASA’s Opportunity rover 
zipped its fi rst pictures of Mars to Earth, showing 
a surface smooth and dark red in some places, and 
strewn with fragmented slabs of light bedrock in 
others.

On January 26, 1784, Benjamin Franklin, in a let-
ter to his daughter, Sarah Bache, disapproved of the 
eagle as a symbol of the United States. His reasons: 
“I wish that the Bald Eagle had not been chosen 
as the Representative of our Country. He is a Bird 
of bad moral Character; like those among Men who 
live by Sharping and Robbing, he is generally poor, 
and often very lousy.  The Turkey is a much more 
respectable bird, and withal a true original Native 
of America.”

On January 26, 1837, with the signing of a state-
hood bill by President Andrew Jackson, Michigan 
was formally admitted as the 26th state of the 
Union.

On January 26, 1967, the “Great Blizzard of `67” 
began piling up snow (eventually totaling in excess 
of two feet), and bringing many Midwest cities, in-
cluding Chicago, to a virtual standstill.

On January 26, 1983, Paul “Bear” Bryant, the 
“winningest” coach in college football history, died 
at the age of 69.

On January 26, 1986, the Chicago Bears won Su-
per Bowl XX, defeating the New England Patriots 
by a score of 46 to 10.

On January 26, 1988, the Andrew Lloyd Weber 
musical “Phantom of the Opera” opened at Broad-
way’s Majestic Theater.

On January 27, 1854, the fi rst regularly scheduled 
trains began rolling on the Canadian Great West-
ern Railway.

On January 27, 1967, at Cape Kennedy, FL, as-
tronauts “Gus” Grissom, Edward White, and Roger 
Chaffee died in a fl ash fi re during a routine test 
aboard their Apollo I spacecraft.

On January 28, 1807, London’s Pall Mall became 
the world’s fi rst street to be illuminated with gaslight.

On January 28, 1878, the fi rst daily college news-
paper, the Yale News, began publication in New Ha-
ven.

On January 28, 1986, before millions of horrifi ed 
television viewers, the space shuttle Challenger 
exploded over the Atlantic Ocean, bringing death 
to the seven astronauts (including school teacher 
Christa McAuliffe) aboard.

On January 28, 2005, consumer products giant 
Procter & Gamble Co. and Gillette Co. announced a 
$57 billion merger.
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On Site Printing & Prepress
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911 Franklin Street • Michigan City, IN 46360
219-879-0088 •Fax 219-879-8070
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the Beacher Business Printers

Printers of
The Beacher newspaper

Thinking about your
next printing project?

Think no more! Just call
the Beacher Business Printers
Your full service professional 

printing company.
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Your Best Stop for Everything to Rent

Equipment & Party Rentals 
for Contractors and 
Do-It-Yourselfers

Also Your Best Source for Propane

628 Longwood Drive • Michigan City, IN 
219.814.4251 

www.grandrentalmc.com
• COMPLETE 

REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Indoor Flea Markets
New Troy’s free Indoor Flea Market continues 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. EST Saturdays, Jan. 24 and 
31, at New Troy Community Center, 13372 Califor-
nia Road.

Past fl ea markets included tools, housewares, an-
tiques, photography, jewelry, crafts and books. In 
addition to the many vendors, the center features 
the Homeroom Store, which sells used furniture, 
housewares and books.

Refreshments will be sold. Proceeds from space 
rentals and Homeroom sales benefi t the center, an 
all-volunteer facility run by the non-profi t Friends 
of New Troy.

Vendor spaces are still available at $10 per table. 
Contact Janna at (773) 375-1514 or janna@jannari-
ley.com for more information.

 2015 Rock-N-Bowl
Junior Achievement will host Rock-N-Bowl on 

Saturday, Jan. 31, at City Lanes, 1901 S. Woodland 
Ave., Michigan City, or Wednesday, Feb. 4, at Thun-
derbird Lanes, 1251 Pine Lake Road, La Porte.

To participate, gather a team of fi ve bowlers. Des-
ignate a team captain and return the registration 
form and fee. Encourage each bowler to raise pledg-
es, then arrive at the bowling center to bowl two 
games to support JA.

Sponsorships are available. If not interested in 
being a sponsor, a team can bowl for a $50 entrance 
fee. Contact Lisa Scheller at (219) 873-3002 or lisa.
scheller@ja.org to register or for more information.

JA benefi ts more than 5,400 young people across 
La Porte County by building economic knowledge 
and personal fi nancial literacy.

Chamber Membership Breakfast
The Greater La Porte Chamber of Commerce will 

host a chamber membership breakfast Tuesday, 
Jan. 27, at T-Bones Pier 11, 1110 Lakeside, La Porte.

The event sponsor is Ancilla College. The cost is 
$12 for chamber members and $17 for non-chamber 
members. Registration begins at 7:15 a.m., with the 
meal and presentation at 7:30 a.m.

Registration is encouraged by visiting http://busi-
ness.lpchamber.com/events or calling the chamber 
offi ce at (219) 362-3178.

SMSO Brings Back Dueling Pianos
Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra will 

present the musical-comedy experience “Dueling 
Pianos” on Friday, Jan. 30, at The Vineland Center, 
1155 Vineland Road, St. Joseph, Mich.

The evening features two sharp-witted musicians 
with two pianos on a stage, the result described as 
fast, funny entertainment. The show has sold out 
the last three years, so people are encouraged to 
buy tickets early. Tickets are $30, or $50 if includ-
ing the buffet dinner. A table of eight costs $240, or 
$400 if including dinner.

The buffet dinner starts at 5:30 p.m., with cock-
tails at 6:30 p.m. The show starts at 7 p.m. All times 
are Eastern.

Contact the Symphony offi ce at (269) 982-4030 or 
visit www.smso.org for reservations or additional 
information.

Quality, Service & Smiles
You’ll fi nd it all with us!

GIFTS CUSTOM FRAMING ART

www.web.triton.net/landmframing/
202 S. Whittaker, New Buffalo  269-469-4800Open Daily 11-5

L & M Framing and Gallery

For Home & 

Garden

Gift C
ertifi 

cates
Beach Scenes

FloralsLandscapesSouth Shore
Posters

Construction | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Jim Kypuros  
NMLS #188255  
C: 708.205.0417 

laportesavingsbank.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

FRIDAY - NOON - PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net

ALTERATIONS PLUS. Clothing alterations.
516 Wabash St., Michigan City. 219-874-0086.

JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 
is open. Call 219-221-1534.

 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners and lessons
for all ages. Call  219-872-1217.

FIREWOOD: SEASONED, DELIVERED, STACKED.
Fall special: $110.  Call (269) 756-3547.

Also, Kennedy coin collection, $200. Call (269) 756-3547.
Seasoned all-oak firewood.

Call (269) 985-3305
Bill Smart • Furniture Sanding, Refinishing and Repair.

Call (269) 469-4407 or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com
PINK LADY HOME AND FAMILY SERVICES

This hourly service was created with you in mind. In case of emergency, 
or when you’re in need of someone to help for a few hours with home and 

family, we’re there. There is no contract to sign. We’re available hourly, 
and we’re just a phone call away! Our congenial, Christian ladies have 
extensive knowledge and experience with all home and family affairs. 

We’re competitively priced, and guarantee exceptional service. 
Call us at (219) 810-5123. 

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured

Call us at 219-877-8956 • 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 
Or visit www.visitingangels.com

IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1

JUST LIKE HOME
We provide assisted living in our homes. We are a private home 

w/4 residents to a home. Live-in Care $1,800/mo.
Adult Day Care (10 am-4 pm) at $40/day

For more information, call Sue 219-874-4891.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

SUZANNE’S CLEANING
219/326-5578.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
17 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 219-617-
7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

MAID BY THE LAKE. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - e-mail maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837. 
TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 

Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650. 
HOUSEKEEPER, cleaning, laundry, cooking, run errands, gardening. 
Also, experienced caregiver. References. Call Mary 219-325-9504.
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 7 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. 

Excellent references, reasonable rates. Call 269-469-4624.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.

Also: doors, windows, skylights, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs.
Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.

•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 
24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured

Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
BILL SMART – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting and Tile. Call 

(269) 469-4407 or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com
HOME MATTERS INC. 

 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many
services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 15 yrs. 219-861-7339.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.
Warren J. Attar, Agent

Representing State Farm Since 1971
My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com
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JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior •Wallpaper removal. Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
H & D TREE SERVICE and LANDSCAPING, INC. --

Full service tree and shrub care. Trimming, planting, removal.
Firewood, snowplowing, excavating. -- Call 872-7290.

FREE ESTIMATES
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 

 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 

YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 
yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling 

Serving your community for over 10 years.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
SNOW REMOVAL, GUTTER CLEANING, YARD WORK,

lawn mowing, mulching, weeding, brush removal and odd jobs.
References available. For details, call ABE at 219-210-0064.

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Snow Removal 
(Commercial/Residential). Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

Jeff’s Lawn Cutting & Maintenance. Snow removal.
Will beat any written estimate. Call (219) 872-7622.

• THE GROUNDS GUYS LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 
 It’s that time of the year: fall cleanup, snow plowing/removal.

Commercial and Residential.
 877-373-LAWN (toll free) • 219-878-3032

mick.wulff@mail.groundsguys.com
SHORELAND MARINE SNOW PLOWING.

Commercial-Residential. Most residential $25 includes sidewalk.
Free quotes. 219-861-BOAT (2628)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
International student placement program seeking

REPRESENTATIVE in Michigan City area to work 3-5 hours
weekly from home helping coordinate the program in local
private schools. Applicant must have excellent standing in
his/her community. Email resume to dash.cp@comcast.net

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

Free off-air TV antenna, one-time install fee $99. Call The Antenna 
Man at (219) 778-4036.

2010 Ford Escape. Black Sport.
$7,000 or best offer. Call 312-771-7505

Mobile home for sale. 2 BR/2 BA, appliances, partially furnished,
large deck and shed. Terrace Acres on U.S. 20. Call (219) 229-5551.

Wurlitzer piano. Light oak. $500 or best offer.
(219) 210-3834

REAL ESTATE
REAL ESTATE INVESTING

INVESTOR WANTED TO DEVELOP PRIME BEACH PROPERTY IN 
MICHIGAN CITY. sunterra@comcast.net, 219-872-4446.

RENTALS INDIANA
LONG BEACH COZY 3/BR HOUSE AT STOP 15 (Across from Beach) 

Summer Rental. Fireplace and Large Deck. No pets. Call 708/370-1745.
GREAT 5BR HOUSE. CLOSE TO BEACH AT STOP 20.

CALL PATTY AT 773-401-2966.
Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
$1,850/wk. Fall/Winter rental avail. for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. 
W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful beach. See VRBO 

#372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,

laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,
$600/month, references required, utilities included.

Call (219) 879-2195.
Luxury 2035 SF Townhome avail. for rent. Hardwood flrs., Master Suite 
& laundry on 1st flr. Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances, guest bedroom, 
open loft, fireplace, basement, and 2-car attached garage. $1,800/mo. 
Prefer 3 yr. lease. Inquire about Option to Purchase Credit. Located at 

Beautiful Briar Leaf Golf Course between La Porte and New Buffalo. 
(219) 851-0008.

WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $675/mo., 2BR $775/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.

Sheridan Beach 2 bedroom 1 bath unfurnished apt. with washer/dryer. 
Lake views from living room & shared rooftop deck. $750/mo + 1 mo. sec 
deposit . 1-yr. lease required. Available for immediate move-in. Must have 

references, and employment will be verified. No smoking, no pets. 
Call (269) 469-1412.

3 BR/1BA, 1-car garage, 1-YEAR LEASE on Mayfield Way in Long 
Beach. $1,000/mo. Call/text Cari @  Merrion (219) 898-5412

Long Beach winter/spring rental, 5BR/3BA, furnished, two fireplaces,
200 ft. to lake, $875 per month+utilities. C/A, heat.

Call Tom at (708) 606-4614.
House for rent. Stop 37. Sleeps 12. A/C, WiFi, comfortably furnished. 
One house from beach entrance. Contact nmarkey11@hotmail.com.

WEEKLY SUMMER RENTAL: Sheridan Beach. Sleeps up to 30. 
Vrbo.com listing No. 503460.

DUNESCAPE fourth-floor condo available June & July 2015.
Call Cari @ Merrion for details & pricing @ (219) 898-5412

RENTALS MICHIGAN
Long or short-term available. Log homes fully furnished,

$900/mo. Includes Internet, water, electric. Renter pays natural gas.
Deposit required. Call (269) 588-9200 (cell) or (269) 469-1555.

GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com
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One Summer by David Baldacci (paperback, $8 
online and in bookstores; also available as an ebook)

What a great title, right? But summer seems a 
long time away as I look out my window at the fi rst 
snowstorm of the year. One Summer is not Balda-
cci’s newest, but the title and cover made me want 
to armchair travel to wherever it takes me. Where it 
took me is somewhere different for Baldacci’s usual 
political thrillers. This time, it’s a family in crisis 
facing loss and major changes.

Our story opens in December, just be-
fore Christmas. Jack Armstrong is in bed, 
not because he’s sleeping late, but because 
he’s dying. He was an Army Ranger who 
lived through two rotations in the Middle 
East and now found himself beaten by a 
disease. “His goal was simple: just hold on 
until Christmas.”

Jack was married to the love of his 
life, Lizzie, and they had three children: 
teenager Mikki, middle-son Cory and pre-
schooler Jack. What a horrible strain on 
such a loving family, but there are no guar-
antees in life, as we all know. And Jack has 
accepted his fate.

Baldacci shows his sensitive side as he explores 
the family dynamics. As the youngest member, Jack 
Jr. doesn’t understand what dying means. Cory just 
wants to spend as much time with his father as he 
can. Mikki becomes the sulky teen, retreating to her 
room and guitar. Lizzie must be the glue to hold the 
family together, a task not easy to uphold. But can 
there be family dynamics when the one person most 
important to them all is dying?

Jack has written Lizzie seven letters she won’t 
fi nd until after his death. Words he can’t say now. 
The letters are located at the back of the book and 
show a love that transcends death. Lizzie has told 
Jack she would like to take the children back to the 
South Carolina coastal city she grew up in and the 
family home on the ocean that sits next to a light-
house. Jack hopes the trip will be the healing time 
needed after he is gone.

What happens when the one you least expect 
dies? Lizzie goes out late on a snowy night to get 
Jack’s pain meds and dies in a car accident. Spoiler 

alert? Oh no, this all happens in the fi rst 25 pages...
there’s much more to come.

Life for the Armstrong family is thrown upside 
down as Bonnie, Lizzie’s mother, takes control and 
puts Jack in hospice and the children parceled out 
to various relatives. But Bonnie didn’t think Jack 
would make a miraculous recovery and, after exten-
sive therapy, go after his family with a singlemind-
edness that puts Bonnie on the defensive. How far 
will she go to get her way and take the children away 

from the man who, she thinks, caused her 
daughter’s death? Problem is, the kids are 
confused by what is now going on and be-
ing uprooted for a second time.

Not long after Jack is fully healed, 
Lizzie’s grandmother dies and leaves the 
South Carolina house to Jack. He packs up 
the kids and decides to spend at least the 
summer there and maybe regain some of 
Lizzie by living where she lived, walking 
the beach she walked and exploring the 
lighthouse of which she spoke so often.

This summer either will be the break-
ing point or healing point for a man dev-

astated by pain and loss. Just maybe it will bring 
together the family that lost its way.

Special thanks to my good friend, Harold Wolf, 
for recommending this book to me. I give it two en-
thusiastic thumbs up for a great story and great sto-
rytelling techniques from a master.

The Washington Post wrote: “(Fans) will fi nd in 
these pages a good message and a big heart.”

Bestselling author Richard Paul Evans wrote: 
“One Summer is a beautifully written story about 
family, redemption and hope. Baldacci demonstrates 
why, regardless of genre, he’s one of the world’s fore-
most storytellers.”

It’s a new year that provides us with an oppor-
tunity for great new reading. I have been picking 
titles from upcoming and recently published works, 
and I must say, I never fail to be amazed by the 
variety of subjects available for all reading tastes. 
I hope I can fi nd something for each and every one 
of you this year and make this your Big Read Year. 
Happy 2015!

Till next time, happy reading!
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Micky Gallas 
ABR, CRB, CRS, 

e-PRO, GRI, SRES 
Cell: (219) 861-6012 

Shirl Bacztub, GRI  (219) 874-5642 
Judi Donaldson, GRI (219) 879-1411 
Jamie Follmer  (219) 851-2164 
 

Jordan Gallas  (219) 861-3659 
Susan Kelley, CRS  (312) 622-7445 
Tina Kelly*  (219) 873-3680 
  
   
 

Karen Kmiecik-Pavy, GRI    (219) 210-0494 
Daiva Mockaitis, GRI    (219) 670-0982 
Barb Pinks     (574) 876-5967 
Pat Tym*, ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES  (219) 210-0324 
 *Licensed in Indiana and Michigan 
   

Micky Gallas Properties 
(219) 874-7070 

1(800) 680-9682 
www.MickyGallasProperties.com 

CONGRATULATIONS Tina Kelly! 
Top Producing Agent of 2014. 

Tina has been a successful member of the Micky Gallas Properties team, 
selling property in Indiana and Michigan since 2006, alongside the best agents 
and support staff in the area. Tina’s positive, can-do attitude and personal 
approach in this business are so appreciated by her clients, they often return 
to her when looking for their next property and refer her to friends & family. 
 
When Tina isn’t helping her clients buy or sell a house, you can find her at the 
Beach Glass Café, the coffee and ice cream shop she owns with her husband, 
Peter. Tina also enjoys reading, cooking and traveling and recently returned 
from a two week sailing adventure in French Polynesia. 
 
Tina truly enjoys working with each and every one of her clients and looks 
forward to an equally successful 2015. 

Spacious open floor plan. Living room with stone fireplace. Gorgeous hardwood floors. High end 
kitchen with granite counters & stainless steel appliances. Master bedroom suite has private 
bath with jetted tub & steam shower. Freshly painted interior, screened porch & rear deck. 

   Offered for $439,900        

2507 Shorewood Drive 
Long Beach 

Beautiful 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath home located in Long Beach 
Cove & offering many amenities to enjoy. 

NEW LISTING 
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LONG BEACH REALTY
1401 Lake Shore Drive ~ 3100 Lake Shore Drive

219.874.5209 ~ 219.872.1432
www.longbeachrealty.net

Family Owned and Operated Since 1920

123 TDoug Waters*
GRI

Principal Broker

Sandy 
Rubenstein*

Managing Broker

Doug Waters*, Principal Broker, GRI 219-877-7290
Sandy Rubenstein*, Managing Broker, 219-879-7525
June Livinghouse*, Broker, ABR, GRI 219-878-3888
Sylvia Hook*, Broker, GRI 219-871-2934

Zakaria Elhidaoui, Broker, 219-448-1052
Tom Cappy*, Broker, 773-220-7196
Jebbie Smith, Broker, 219-872-8400
*Licensed in Michigan and Indiana

46 Karwick Glen Drive
Conveniently located near shopping and major thoroughfares 
and one mile from Lake Michigan, this two-story condo with 
two bedrooms and two baths is a gem. Private patio with 
natural, no maintenance surroundings. Updated bathrooms 
boast slate vanity, plus walk-in shower and soaking tub. One 
car garage. $147,900

222 El Portal Drive
Unique wooden fl oors refl ect the wooded outdoors snuggling 
this four bedroom, four bath Contemporary on a corner lot. 
Open concept fl oor plan, and the soaring ceilings create 
an unrestricted feeling through the main level. Two car 
attached garage, plenty of parking and a second fl oor deck 
are some of the exterior amenities.  $430,000


