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The Mysteries of Mount Baldy
by William Halliar

A view from the top of Mount Baldy.

A sign at the U.S. 12 entrance to Mount Baldy 
warns visitors the area is closed.

What’s up with Mount Baldy, our favorite dune 
on the lakefront?

Anyone driving past the entrance on U.S. 12 can’t 
help but notice a sign announcing the area around 
the dune is still closed. With summer coming, we 
wonder if we will be able to climb the slippery slopes 
to stand on its summit anytime soon.

Our landmark dune made national news in 2013 
when 6-year-old Nathan Woessner fell into a hole 
in the dune and was the subject of a desperate 3 1/2 
hour rescue effort that, thankfully, saved his life.

In December 2014, an article in Smithsonian 
Magazine brought worldwide attention to the in-
cident. It described the efforts of Erin Argyilan, a 
geoscientist at Indiana University-Northwest, Todd 

Continued on Page 2
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Thompson, Indiana Geological Survey assistant 
director for research, and staff through Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore to discover the mystery 
of the hole that swallowed the boy.

A meeting next week, which is open to the pub-
lic, aims to shed more light on Mount Baldy, the re-
search being done in many ways a pioneering study 
in the lifecycle of a dune.

We may not think much about it, since we live 
lives far removed from nature, but so much of who 
and what we are is related to the sand beneath our 
feet. Our homes are built on the shifting sands piled 
high ages ago by the power of northwest winds.

Grains of sand can be rough, sharp, oddly shaped 
or smooth and almost round, as if tumbled over time 
by wind and waves.

The composition of sand can vary depending on 
indigenous rock formations, from the black volcanic 

Mount Baldy Continued from Page 1

Indiana University-Northwest geoscientist Erin Argyilan.

Todd Thompson, Indiana Geological Survey assistant director for research.

sand of Hawaii to the white sands — composed of 
shell and coral — of the Florida coasts. The most 
common material found in our area is silica (Silicon 
dioxide) in the form of quartz.

Consider how close we are to the sands of Mount 
Baldy. Traces of silica (sand) — the building block of 
our favorite dune — are found in every organ in our 
body. Recent studies have suggested that silica may 
play a role in preventing Alzheimer’s disease and 
reduce the risk of stroke and heart attack in some 
people (see www.whatissilica.com). Thus, this ubiq-
uitous element is a real and essential part of all of 
us. The average human body consists of 7 grams of 
the element. It is no wonder we feel such an affi nity 
for the sands of our lakefront dune.

The grains of sand on the beach at Washington 
Park and the slopes of Mount Baldy have been made 
round by the almost constant movement of waves 
and winds that blows over their surface. This gives 
them a special property: The sand “sings” when a 
person walks over it.

It’s Time 
To Spring Ahead

Sunday, March 8th
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Curiously, this phenomenon is not completely un-
derstood by science. It is thought that quartz sand 
will sing if the grains are well rounded and spheri-
cal in shape, and move against each other as we 
walk across them.

What we can easily observe of Mount Baldy, that 
is its exterior surface, has been of interest to sci-
entists for many years, especially the fact that this 
“living dune” seems to be changing shape and mov-
ing southward, away from the lake at a rather rapid 
pace. Comparing older photos to more recent photos 
demonstrates the movement of the dune over time.

The December 2014 Smithsonian article quotes 
Zoran Kilibarda, one of Argyilan’s colleagues at 
IUN, as discovering that between 1938 and 2007, 
the dune had moved nearly 440 feet inland. Over 
the years, it has swallowed trails, staircases, fences 
and a stand of black oak trees that once stood 60 
to 80 feet tall along the lakeshore. Old-timers even 
claim some wooden structures were swallowed by 
the dune in its gradual march inland.

In 2011, Argyilan, with funding from the park 
service, began a study of the dune’s sandy slopes. 
The purpose was to monitor the movement of sand 
on Mount Baldy. Project leaders gathered data that 
was used to build a layered map containing sedi-
ment distribution by particle size, wind direction, 
velocity and elevations.

Thirty four points, determined by Global Position-
ing System coordinates, were set on a grid across 
the face of the dune and measurements taken at 
regular intervals to create a 3-D map of the exterior 
of the dune.

Then, on July 12, 2013, 6-year-old Nathan disap-
peared into a hole in the dune, something that was 
not believed to be possible, and the whole focus of 
the study changed. Argyilan was on the dune face 
that day, taking exterior measurements, and was 
shocked. What occurred to her was that from all 

Sand particles under an electron microscope.

Continued on Page 4
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Mount Baldy Continued from Page 3

she’d studied and everything she knew about geol-
ogy, this could not happen. Her fi rst thought was 
that “her science had led her astray.”

The National Lakeshore closed the dune to the 
public, and a joint study between Indiana Geologi-
cal Survey, co-led by Thompson, Argyilan and Bruce 
Rowe from the National Lakeshore, was launched. 
This new study would map the interior of the dune 
using 3-D technology.

According to Thompson, “There are three ways to 
look inside the dune: dig a hole, push a tube deep 
into the sand and pull out a core for study or image 
the inside with Ground Penetrating Radar.”

While the team used GPS to study the outside 
shape of the dune, the interior was to be studied 
using a separate grid and employing GPR. With the 
aid of Agostin Perez Maldonado, the National Park 
surveyor and coordinator of Geographic Informa-
tion System, a benchmark was established and a 
grid set up across the face of the dune from which 
its interior was measured and studied to a depth of 
more than 100 feet. More than 20 cores have been 
extracted for study.

So far, the GPR has turned up 66 “anomalies,” or 
irregularities, in the sand. Each was closely studied 
by Argyilan using a handheld spade and brush to 
dig into the dune and discover the source.

The collected data will allow cartographers from 
Indiana Geological Survey to build a 3-D image, or 
map, of the interior of the dune as it is today, and to 
perhaps begin to understand a little about the his-
tory of the dune.

Already, through Thompson’s efforts, the shape of 
an older dune beneath the present shape of Mount 
Baldy has been identifi ed and some of the interior 

Teams survey Mount Baldy using Ground Penetrating Radar.

anomalies, possible holes, seem to align with it.
So far, Argyilan has discovered that the overall 

shape of Mount Baldy is changing: The north face 
is getting fl atter. Even as she and her team are rov-
ing the slopes, taking measurements of the exterior, 
more holes are being discovered in its surface.

This dune has been walked over and explored for 
more than 100 years. What has changed recently 
that these holes are now, suddenly, occurring?

Trees buried along the slopes of Mount Baldy.

Argyilan is working on a hypothesis that it is the 
buried oak trees that cause the holes. As the trees 
decay from the inside, the outside bark is left intact 
forming voids or holes in the sand.

The question that comes up now is, if the trees 
are the cause of the holes, and they have been bur-
ied there for many years, what is causing the trees 
to create increasing numbers of holes now?
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Is there fungus within the tree bark that causes 
the sand to hold the shape of a hole? Does tempera-
ture within the dune play a role? Does the moisture 
content of the sand have any effect, or is it that the 
depth of the dune sand, over the buried trees, is de-
creasing as the face of the dune fl attens?

Argyilan speaks of the buried trees within the 
dune, “where 20 feet or so of sand cover the trees 
now, at one time 60 or 80 feet covered them.” It is 
possible that today, it is not just the branches that 
have protruded from the dune for years that are 
causing holes, but also the trunks of the trees, thus 
creating larger, potentially more dangerous, holes.

Since the Smithsonian article was published, Ar-
gyilan has been hearing from many outside sources 
about holes occurring in other parts of the world.

Could the holes found on the face of Mount Baldy 
be related to “Devil’s Stovepipes” that have long 

An example of the Ground Penetrating Radar used at Mount Baldy.

IF YOU GO
Erin Argyilan, along with Charlie Morris 

from Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, will 
address the progress being made on Mount 

Baldy from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 12, 
at Barker House, 444 Barker Road, Michigan 

City. Reservations are requested. Email a 
response to heather@savedunes.org or call 

(219) 879-3564.

Continued on Page 6
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been observed, but never thoroughly studied, in 
dunes found in Oregon? These holes are thought to 
be the result of the decay of buried trees.

“Since the study began,” Argyilan says, “I have 
changed my views on how such a structure should be 
managed.” The original thought was that the dune, 
as it erodes and fl attens, should be “nourished,” that 
is, sand being placed on the beach side to replenish 
sand blowing away over time. The problem here is 
that rather than rebuilding the dune, the sand blew 
over the top and ended up in the parking lot.

Argyilan’s view now is that the dune should be al-
lowed to age and weather naturally without outside 
interference and the application of additional sand.

The next part of the study will try to discover why 
holes form and stay open in the dune. Since the 3-D 
mapping has begun, some hidden holes have been 
discovered buried in the sand, holes that are cov-
ered with sand and hidden from the surface so that 
a person walking over them could fall in. Argyilan 
says this scenario is “terrifying.” Scientists working 
on the slopes now work in teams and carry a radio 
wherever they go.

Argyilan loves the study of the dunes, and it is 
her quest to understand the mysteries of Mount 
Baldy. Thus far, there are no defi nitive fi ndings for 
a public that demands answers. Argyilan stresses 
that science is a “learning process.” The National 
Lakeshore is overseeing management of the project 
and will decide how best to keep both the dune and 
the public safe as more details of the story of Mount 
Baldy are uncovered.

Mount Baldy Continued from Page 5

An undated photo of visitors at Mount Baldy that appeared 
in a Chicago newspaper’s travel section.

Photo courtesy of Mike Fleming

adnum=60596910

Come take a spring safari ride with us!
Enjoy cocktails and dinner at the Pottawattomie Country Club Saturday, March 21, 2015 at 5:00 pm (central time)

Then stay for a lively auction of wonderful items, conducted by Scheerer McCulloch Auctioneers at 8:00 pm

Tickets $80 per person – Cash bar – Tables of 8 may be reserved

Reservations required, RSVP by March 11th, 2015
To purchase tickets call us at 219-872-4499 or visit our website:

http://michianahumanesociety.org
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TOWN | COUNTRY | BEACH REAL ESTATE SPECIALISTS

221 Dreawmwold, Michiana Shores • $279,900
3 BR, 2.5 BA • Full Basement   

Large LR with Wood-Burning Fireplace
Val Pudlo @ 219-873-6301

1922 Oriole Trail, Long Beach • $529,000
4 BR, 4 BA on nearly 1 acre • Cathedral Ceilings • Full Basement

Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680 
Cindy Hernandez @ 219-229-2478

2423 Hideaway Point, Long Beach • $589,000
4 BR, 3.5 BA • .95 acre lot • On Lake Claire

Tricia Meyer @ 219-871-2680

Merrion & Associates Realtors is excited to welcome 
experienced Real Estate Broker Val Pudlo to our office! With 
nearly 20 years of real-estate experience, we are delighted to 
tell you a little bit more about Val in her own words.

Who is Val Pudlo?
1. Name: Val Pudlo aka My Pal Val
2. Birthday: February 9
3. Birthplace: Michigan City (born 

and reared)
4. Occupation: Realtor |Dream Maker
5. Marital Status: Happy – Married 

23 years to Van Pudlo
6. Children: 3 kids, 8 grandchildren, 

1 cat and 1 dog
7. The Last Good Movie I saw: Gravity – in 3D – Awesome!
8. Favorite Movie Candy: Twizzlers 
9. I stay home to watch: Blacklist
10. Favorite meal: Stuffed grape leaves and tabuleh
11. Prized Possession: My dog, Lucy
12. Personal Heroes: Jesus Christ 
13. I’d give anything to meet: Benedict Cumberbatch 
14. My fantasy is: To Live in Hawaii
15. Most humbling experience: Selling a $25,000 home 

to a gentleman who cried at closing because he never 
thought he would own a home!

16. The words that describe me best: Friendly, Outgoing, 
My Pal Val

17. Why I Chose Merrion: Merrion and Associates Realtors 
has a reputation for honesty, integrity and is community 
based.

Val is looking forward to serving your real estate needs, 
give her a call directly at 219-873-6301 or send her an 
email @ mypalval@merrionrealty.com.

Your Dream Home Awaits!
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What’s Planned for First Friday
Uptown Arts District will host the monthly First 

Friday art walk from 5 to 8 p.m. March 6 in down-
town Michigan City.

Participating businesses and attractions are:
• dh2w Inc., 813 Franklin St.
Roger Potratz will offer pieces handcrafted from 

masonry chisel nails and other materials.
• Encore Consignment Boutique, 815 Frank-

lin St.
Camille Isis Germain will present photography 

that focuses on portraiture, urban capture and 
landscapes.

• First United Methodist Church, 121 E. 
Seventh St.

Art and performances by Michigan City High 
School students are planned. Refreshments will be 
served. In addition, a family movie night starts at 7 
p.m. in the church’s theater room. Call the church 
offi ce at (219) 872-7200 for more information.

• The Framing Station, 912 Franklin St.
Eight or more members of Area Artists Associa-

tion will display their works. 

Für Sermon.

• Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St.

Chicago-based musicians Für Sermon will per-
form an eccentric mix of coffee shop acoustic clas-
sics with an electric push in the Hyndman Gallery. 

Für Sermon includes Shelbi Albert and Jake 
Lashenik, who combined their passion for exploring 
electronic music and acoustic into one genre. The 
performance begins at 5:30 p.m., with a 30-minute 
break between sets.

The opening reception for “Pipelines & Border-
lines” is in the NIPSCO Education Studios. It fol-
lows in the tradition of Mexican political printmak-
ing by focusing on the Tar Sands in Alberta, Canada, 
and the BP Refi nery in Whiting, Ind.

• Old Lighthouse Museum in Washington 
Park.

Learn about the Eastland disaster of 1915, and 
the proposed memorial this summer. Also, view 
photography by Jan Hoeppner, who captures the 

lakefront in all seasons.
• Revive Consignments, 523 Franklin St.
Mara Wible up-cycles frames and fi bers, recreat-

ing them into woven displays of art.

Rhonda Mullen’s “The Woman Within” at Southern Shore Art Association.

• Southern Shore Art Association, 724 
Franklin St.

Debuting is “Herself: The Female in Image and 
Form,” the third annual exhibit with the “female as 
subject” theme and held in support of Women’s His-
tory Month.

Chicago Tribune cited the fi rst exhibit in 2013, 
“Fifty Shades of Female,” as its “Pick of the Week.” 
SSAA members and guest artists from the region — 
male and female — will exhibit paintings in diverse 
media, sculpture and photography, in addition to 
hand-sculpted and painted fantasy dolls.

The First Friday reception will feature a wine 
and refreshments bar and hors d’oeuvres. Guests 
also can learn more about a free fi gure drawing 
workshop featuring a live model from the Dunes Art 
Foundation on March 15.

• Urban Soles Inc., 624 Franklin St.
Violet, Hazel and Lucy of Dunegurls Glass will 

return with wearable art.
• Walnut Ink Projects, 607 Franklin St.
Experience “Red Tape,” a performance-based in-

stallation that involves “the physical and psycho-
logical elements that ‘red tape’ infl icts upon the ac-
tion and attempted movement of idea exchange and 
social evolution within a society.”

Entertainment includes:
• Maxine’s Restaurant, 521 Franklin St.
Classic rock band Mario and the Music Makers 

will perform from 8 to 11 p.m. 
• First Friday Open Stage at Mainstreet 

Theatre, 807 Franklin St.
Performer signup is at 7:30 p.m., with performanc-

es at 8 p.m. The featured artist is Ah Tu. Admission 
is $2 for performers and $3 for audience members. 

• The Pickle & Turnip, 827 Franklin St.
Live entertainment by Chicago-based musician 

Peter Nye, who performs contemporary bluegrass.
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Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available through 

Westchester Public Library:
• Signifi cant Battles in American History, 

the Battle of Little Bighorn, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 4, and 10 a.m. to noon Sat-
urday, March 7, in the Bertha Wood room at 
Thomas Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chester-
ton.

History buff and American war enthusiast Thom-
as Murphy will present the program.

• Teen Library Council meets from 4 to 5 
p.m. Thursday, March 5, at the Library Ser-
vice Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Teens in grades 6-12 can recommend library pro-
grams, books and more for Teen Services.

• Chesterton Writing Group meets from 6 to 
8 p.m. Thursdays, March 5 and 19, at Thomas 
Library.

Published and unpublished writers working in 
fi ction and non-fi ction are invited to share their 
work, learn more about publishing and fi nd support 
and inspiration from fellow writers. Contact group 
moderator Stefan Barkow at Stefan.barkow@gmail.
com for more information.

• Chesterton Chess Club meets from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Thursdays, March 5 and 19, at Thom-
as Library.

Open to all ages and skill levels, players should 
meet at the tables by the reference desk.

• Friday Night at the Movies, “Tinkerbell 
and the Legend of the NeverBeast,” at 6:30 
p.m. Friday, March 6, at Thomas Library.

Meet in the Children’s Department. Come dressed 
as a fairy or neverbeast and have a picture taken in 
the magical golden mirror. Popcorn will be served.

• Costa Rica presentation by local biolo-
gist Joy Marburger from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
March 7, at Thomas Library.

Marburger will discuss the culture, agriculture 
and nature found there.

• Downton Day at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 
7, at Westchester Township History Museum, 
700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. 

Fans can discuss Season 5 of the popular PBS se-
ries. Scones and tea will be served.

• Sunday Matinee, the Oscar-winning “Bird-
man,” at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, March 8, at the Li-
brary Service Center.

The movie is rated R. Popcorn will be available.
• Bifocal Bookies, Renee Rosen’s “What the 

Lady Wants,” at 1 p.m. Tuesday, March 10, at 
Hageman Library, 100 Francis St., Porter.

The group meets the second Tuesday of each 
month. Light refreshments will be served. Copies of 
the book are available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis.

Have a story idea for The Beacher?
Email drew@thebeacher.com
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Professional auto body repair
       hassle-free insurance claim experts

free pick-up & delivery  
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269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com

PNC, Partners to Present Jewish Film Festival

Purdue University-North Central Odyssey Arts 
and Cultural Events Series, in conjunction with 
Michigan City Public Library and the Irving Levin 
Jewish Cultural Fund of Sinai Temple, will present 
a Jewish Film Festival from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Sun-
day, March 8, at the library, 100 E. Fourth St.

Free and open to the public, refreshments will be 
served during a coffee klatch and cake break.

The fi rst fi lm is “Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes 
of Sholom Aleichem” (2014, unrated). Narrated by 
Alan Alda, it presents portraits of two noted icons: 
Sholom Aleichem and Theodore Bikel, bringing 
together Bikel’s storytelling and masterful perfor-
mances with Aleichem’s life and work.

He played Tevye the 
Milkman in “Fid-
dler on the Roof” by 
and large more than 
2,000 times.

The second fi lm is 
“Room 514” (2012, 
unrated, Hebrew 
with English sub-
titles). Described as 
“a tense and ambi-
tious drama” by The 
Jerusalem Post, it 
tells the story of a 
female Israeli sol-
dier ordered to in-
terrogate an elite 
Israeli offi cer who 
allegedly abused a 
Palestinian family. 
Because she has a 

lower rank and is a woman, she is not taken seri-
ously by the man she is questioning in Room 514. 
Those around her urge her to drop the case. It is 
too political, too complex and too notorious. But she 
digs in, seeking justice for the victims. The Jerusa-
lem Post wrote, “Many in the audience abroad will 
come away with more respect for Israel when they 
realize how seriously Israelis grapple with issues 
here, and it will give them a new understanding of 
how complicated the situation actually is.”

PNC’s Odyssey Arts and Cultural Events Series 
features events throughout the year. A schedule 
can be found at www.pnc.edu. Contact Judy Jaco-
bi, PNC assistant vice chancellor of marketing and 
campus Relations, at (219) 785-5200, Ext. 5593, for 
more information.

“Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes of Sholom Aleichem.”

Aleichem is considered a pioneer of modern Jew-
ish literature and champion of the Yiddish language. 
He created dozens of characters: Tevye the Milkman, 
Motl the Cantor’s Son and Menachem Mendl “shtetl 
Jews,” who became windows into pre-war Eastern 
European Jewish life, real and imagined.

Now 90, Bikel’s career spans more than 150 
screen roles, plus stage and musical productions. 

“Room 514.”
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The Ranting Llamas
Get ready for a night of impromptu fun when the 

Purdue University-North Central student improv 
club The Ranting Llamas performs from 7:30 to 9 
p.m. Friday, March 6, at Footlight Theatre, 1705 
Franklin St.

The show is rated PG-13. Comedy situations are 
made up on the spot. The audience often is asked 
for suggestions the actors use as a springboard for 
a scene. A simple word, action or idea can be the ba-
sis of a skit performed by one member of the group 
or the entire ensemble, concepts such as throwing 
snowballs, riding a bus, walking a dog or staying 
awake in class.

The cast includes: Drew Holt, Rachel Rogers and 
Jane Davis-Bey of Michigan City; Cortney McIn-
tosh, Haley Jackson, Robert Simpson and CieAna 
Marsh of La Porte; Nate Werner, Union Mills; 
Devon Hogan, Bridget Dudley and Erik Sturgeon 
of Chesterton; Kevin Paceley, Alex Strohmeyer and 
Jimmy Wells of Valparaiso; Josh Hubinger of Kouts; 
and Travis Ziegler of Hebron.

Admission is $10 at the door. Half of the sales 
will be donated to a La Porte girl’s fundraiser to buy 
wigs for children who lost their hair due to chemo-
therapy. Call (219) 874-4035 for more information 
or to make reservations.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered through Indi-

ana Dunes State Park:
Saturday, March 7
National Aldo Leopold Weekend
• 10 a.m. — A Sand County Hike.
Meet at the Nature Center to explore the forest 

and wetlands, investigating things Leopold would 
have noticed had he been hiking on this date.

• 2 p.m. — The Green Fire Movie!
To celebrate Leopold’s work as an ecologist, meet 

in the Nature Center Auditorium to view a new doc-
umentary about him, and how his work infl uenced 
today’s environmental movement. 

Sunday, March 8
• 10 a.m. — Spring Skunk Search.
Meet at the Nature Center for a 45-minute stroll 

into dune wetlands for a peak at the fi rst wildfl ower 
of the year: skunk cabbage.

• 2 p.m. — The Spring Awakening.
Meet at the Nature Center Auditorium for a look 

at how state park animals are surviving the winter. 
Live animals will be present.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

Cooking with Thor & Local Chefs
Twelve teams, two cooking challenges and the 

taste buds of local fourth-graders. Who will win?
The community is invited to fi nd out during the 

fi rst Cooking with Thor & Local Chefs competition, 
a free event set for 2 to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, March 8, 
at La Porte High School’s cafeteria, 602 F St.

Thor Thordarson, IU 
Health La Porte Hospital 
president and CEO, and 
other local business leaders 
are pairing up with mentor 
chefs from local eateries to 
form the cooking challenge. 
The goal is to create healthy, 
child-approved meals and 
snacks. Fourth-graders in the 
Li’l FISH Club program will 
be the taste-testing judges. 
Dishes also will be judged 
based on budget, uniqueness 
and nutritional value by La Porte Mayor Blair Milo, 
La Porte Community School Corp. Superintendent 
Mark Francesconi, IU Health Registered Dietitian 
Traci Norvell-Allen and IU Health Medical Director 
of Population Health Stacey Leva.

Also, Wellness Outreach of IU Health La Porte 
Hospital will host healthy activities for families and 
children 5 and older. Giveaways and snacks will be 
available. 

Registration is required by visiting youngerlife.
org. A limit of 700 attendees can be accommodated.

The program is presented by the La Porte Hos-
pital Foundation and IU Health La Porte Hospi-
tal, with all food and supplies provided by Al’s Su-
permarkets. Local mentor chefs are: Don Dotson, 
Brentwood Tavern; Terri Faulkenburg, IU Health 
La Porte Hospital Café 1007; Brad Hindsley, Rachel 
Murphy and Sarah Sass, Spire Farm to Fork Cui-
sine; Cheryl Plummer, Ivy Tech; and Frank Torres, 
Mucho Mas.

Call the La Porte Hospital Foundation at (219) 
326-2471 for more information.

Thor Thordarson

NEW
ARRIVALS!
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Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following programs are available through In-

diana Dunes National Lakeshore:
• The annual Maple Sugar Time from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, March 7-8 and 
14-15, at Chellberg Farm.

Take a self-guided tour to learn how maple tree 
sap has been used for hundreds of years. Park staff 
will be at each stop to help visitors see how Ameri-
can Indians fi rst boiled maple sap into sugar, and 
how later settlers used large iron kettles to make 
the sap into syrup. Then, stand in the warm steam 
of the sugar shack, where sap is still boiled down 
the way the Chellbergs did it back in the 1930s.

Try drilling a tap hole or using an old-fashioned 
yolk to carry heavy sap buckets. Try free samples  
of pure maple syrup and compare it to “artifi cially 
fl avored” syrup.

Admission is free. Chellberg Farm is on Mineral 
Springs Road between U.S. 12 and 20.

• The new Nature Tot’s program from 10 
a.m. to noon the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Paul H. Douglas Center for Envi-
ronmental Education.

Children 2-4 will learn about nature through a 
ranger-led storytime, crafts and outdoor play. 

• Douglas Center Open House from 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. every Saturday at the Paul H. Doug-
las Center for Environmental Education.

Explore the center and view interactive exhib-
its, a park video and live animal room. If there is 
enough snow, visitors can borrow cross-country skis 
or snowshoes to explore the Miller Woods Trail just 
outside the center. Warm up inside with a snack 
and hot chocolate or coffee.

Through March, hands-on exhibits feature other 
national parks with African-American connections, 
complete with an indoor scavenger hunt for prizes.

• The free Junior Ranger Program from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at the Visitor Center and 
Paul H. Douglas Center.

A variety of Junior Ranger programs exist, from 
a short Beachcombers Activity Page to an extensive 
Junior Rangers Booklet. Complete a program and 
earn a prize. Stop by the Visitor Center or Douglas 
Center to pick up a free program booklet.

• “Kid’s Rule” from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday at the 
Visitor Center.

Join a ranger in the Visitor Center’s activity room 
for stories and activities. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street 
north of U.S. 12 in the Miller Beach neighborhood 
of Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Classifi eds work!
Call (219) 879-0088

912 Franklin, Michigan City           (219) 879-2115

Open Tuesday - Friday 9 to 5, Saturday 10 to 4

framer@sbcglobal.net

a 
y 
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First Friday through March
Please join us for a great evening of art

from 5 to 8 p.m. on March 6 

Eight or more artists of the
Area Artists Association

will show their work 
at

The Framing Station 

500 S. EL PORTAL
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING
CARRYOUT

OPENING MARCH 6 AT 5 PM
EARLY SPRING HOURS:

Friday 5-10 p.m. • Saturday 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza prepared 
and cooked just as it was 170 years ago in a wood fi red 
hearth oven. This style pizza is as much a method of rich 
tradition as it is a food.

We now have beer on tap.

Our passion is to provide our guests this authentic 
Napoletana pie along with fresh salads and refreshing house 
made Gelato using only the fi nest fresh ingredients,  cooked 
using time honored traditions and served in a warm inviting 
atmosphere. We also offer the fi nest micro-crafted beer 
and wine.

Come and relax, enjoy the tradition of this fi ne food 
with a story to tell,  Authentic Wood Fired Pizza.

219-879-8777
EARLY SPRING HOURS:

Friday 5-10 p.m. •  Saturday 11 a.m. -10 p.m.  • Sunday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

www.stop50woodfi redpizzeria.com
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

The Michigan City Public Art Committee was 
established by the Michigan City Common Council 
ordinance in 2011 and is aimed at integrating works 
of art into public life on city property. Michigan City 
has had art in public spaces for years, both in the 
parks, on private property seen by the public and in 
other settings. In the past few years, there has been 
a greater interest in public art with ad hoc organi-
zations and groups, but eventually resulting in the 
creation of the MAC.

An early committee decision was to request coun-
cil funding to hire a consultant to help develop a 
master plan for public art, to provide a framework 
of policies and procedures that guide the acquisi-
tion of art with a plan for the whole city. The master 
plan establishes priorities for acquiring art, identi-
fying appropriate locations for same, and addresses 
funding mechanisms. It defi nes the relationship 
between placement of art and the city’s goals and 
objectives.

One of the fi rst items completed for the plan was 
the development of the following mission state-
ment: “The Michigan City Public Art Committee 
was formed to enrich the community through pub-
lic art. Its purpose is to create an identity that cel-
ebrates Michigan City’s unique historical, cultural, 
and natural resources.”

The fi rst project was a dedication on Oct. 18, 2011, 
to publicly acknowledge the support of community 
businesses, organizations and individuals that 
made possible the artwork placed in the Charles 
R. Westcott Gateway Park at Michigan Boulevard 
and U.S. 12. Plans were announced for future pub-
lic art in Westcott Park that includes permanent 
pieces, and some that will change periodically to 
feature artwork from La Porte County children and 
adults. The committee recognized Horizon Bank, a 
major stakeholder in the Charles Westcott public 
art project and the sole supporter of a six-paneled 
community art kiosk that features rotating exhi-
bitions of regional children’s art. The fi rst exhibit 
was the Gyotaku fi sh prints created by Lake Hills 
Elementary School students. The prints then were 
auctioned off, the proceeds enabling MAC to feature 
children’s artwork in future public displays.

Sculptfusion debuted in June 2013. It was a year-
long exhibit of eight works of sculpture that con-
tributed to the beautifi cation of Michigan City and 
highlighted the vitality of the Uptown Arts District, 
Washington Park and other high-visibility locations 

near Lake Michigan.  
In 2014, the original 
sculptures were contin-
ued for a second year, 
one was removed and 
fi ve were added, bring-
ing the total to 13.  In 
2013, the storm drain 
project was funded in 
the Uptown Arts Dis-
trict. MAC also partial-
ly funded the Steam-
roller Printmaking 
project.  

In 2012, MAC estab-
lished a scholarship 
fund to assist Michigan 
City children in taking art instruction. Visual art 
classes or individual art instruction for qualifi ed 
children between 5 and 18 is funded.  Each year, 
more than $2,000 in scholarships has been avail-
able. Applicants must show fi nancial need and take 
instruction from an art provider within city limits.  

All of these projects were funded by the generos-
ity of the Michigan City Common Council and the 
2014 donation of $16,000 from the Mayor’s Ball.  

MAC fi rmly believes that art in public spaces is 
a visible symbol of the standards, values and aspi-
rations of the community. At its best, the citizens 
feel a closer connection than they would without 
it, and its existence becomes a part of the environ-
ment. When most successful, it becomes a unifying 
element that ties together the streetscape, architec-
ture and natural elements of the community, invit-
ing visitors to stay longer.

MAC meets at 3 p.m. the third Tuesday of each 
month in the Mayor’s Conference Room at Michigan 
City City Hall. Members appointed by city council 
include one representative from the following orga-
nizations: Lubeznik Center for the Arts; an engineer/
architect; city council; Purdue University-North Cen-
tral; La Porte County Convention & Visitors Bureau; 
Michigan City Park Department; and Michigan City 
Public Library. Two members come from the arts 
community and two at-large members of the commu-
nity who have demonstrated knowledge of public art, 
education or community affairs.

Contact Jane Daley at (219) 872-5055 or jane@
michigancitylaporte.com for more information.

-- submitted by the
LaPorte County 
Convention and
Visitors Bureau
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Basketball Bus Trip
The Purdue University-North Central Alumni 

Association will host a basketball bus trip March 7 
to West Lafayette to see the Purdue Boilermakers 
take on the Fighting Illini.

The bus will leave PNC at 10 a.m. After arriv-
ing in West Lafayette, alumni and guests will have 
lunch in the Dauch Alumni Center Atrium, then 
head to the University Bookstore before the game.

The cost is $30 for the bus and ticket combo and 
$25 for the ticket only. Alcoholic beverages are per-
mitted on the bus, but no glass containers are al-
lowed. Tickets are available at tinyurl.com/l6utl29 
or by contacting Alumni Coordinator Erika Jones at 
(219) 785-5274 or alumni@pnc.edu

December R.O.S.E. Winner
Matthew Dillard, manager of 

Michigan City’s Radio Shack, was 
named Visit Michigan City La 
Porte’s December Recognition of 
Service Excellence winner.

This is what the customer wrote 
about the exceptional service re-
ceived: “He is an OUTSTAND-
ING example of what great cus-
tomer service should be about. He 
is always available to help answer 
questions and always goes above 
and beyond the call of duty, often 
staying over, or coming in on a day 
off to help with a problem/issue. 

I’ve been dealing with him in this store for years and 
just have to let everyone know how much I appreci-
ate him, and what he has done for me. His employ-
ees love him, too! It’s such a pleasure doing business 
with a business that cares about their customers! 
Kudos to him and his team for a job WELL DONE!

Dillard received a framed certifi cate and rose cor-
sage with a $100 bill folded inside. He will be in-
vited to the annual R.O.S.E. luncheon in the spring, 
when he will be considered for additional awards 
and nominated for Indiana’s annual Hoosier Hospi-
tality Award.

Matthew Dillard 
appears with his 

R.O.S.E. certifi cate.

Construction | Purchase | Refinance | FHA | VA

Jim Kypuros  
NMLS #188255  
C: 708.205.0417 

laportesavingsbank.com

219-874-2454
800-789-2210

www.MichianaMechanical.com

√ 100% Customer 
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

√ 24 Hour Emergency 
Service

√ Heating

√ Air Conditioning

√ Our Unique Super 
Tune-Ups Save Up To 
30% on Utility Bills

√ Indoor Air Quality 
Products & Solutions

√ Free Estimates On 

New Installations

√ Join Our Comfort 

Care Maintenance 

Savings Plan & Save 

Up To 20% All Year

√ Employees 

Background 

Checked, Drug 

Tested, and 

Professionally Trained

Spring Into March With Big Savings

Offer good through 3/31/15.  Not valid on prior purchases.  Not valid with other offers.  Call 
for details.

Be comfortable & help protect the environment. 
Trade in your old, tired Heating & AC system, we’ll 

recycle the entire system in an environmentally 
friendly fashion, and you’ll receive

$200.00 Off
your new, installed system. 

TRADE-IN DISCOUNT

Offer good through 3/31/15.  Not valid on prior purchases.  Not valid with other offers.  Call 
for details.

Clean The Air You Breathe and Receive

$100.00 Off 
The Installation of Any Air Purifi cation Products or 

Duct Cleaning. 

AIR PURIFIER
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Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michi-

gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Free Gentle Flow Yoga at 12:15 p.m. Satur-

day, March 7.
Certifi ed yoga instructor Lauralee Sikorski em-

phasizes deep breathing and releasing stress. Wear 
comfortable attire, and come on an empty stomach. 
Take a mat because extras are limited.

• St. Patrick’s Day Celebration Magic: Ka-
lita! at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 7.

Magician Matt Kalita will present his annual 
show in conjunction with the Michigan City St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade. 

• Understanding Your Dreams at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 7. 

Experienced dream therapist Terese Fabbri 
shares techniques on how to remember and under-
stand dreams.

• Great Decisions at 6:30 p.m. Mondays, 
March 9 and 23.

The foreign-policy discussion program, now in its 
17th season, will focus on Sectarianism in the Mid-
dle East and India Changes Course. Reading mate-
rial is available at the circulation desk.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays, March 
11, 18 and 25.

Children birth to age 5 accompanied by an adult/
guardian can participate in stories, songs and crafts. 
Arrive a few minutes early to receive a name tag.

• Knitting Club for All Ages at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, March 11, 18 and 25.

Take size 9 straight knitting needles, worsted 
yarn and tape measure (optional). Contact Joanne 
Hale at joeyAB1971@yahoo.com or (219) 814-4398 
for more information.

• Craft à la Carte at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 12.

Make a St. Patrick’s Day craft. All materials are 
provided. The program is designed for children 4-10. 
The child must be present to receive supplies.

• Duneland Stamp Club at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
March 12. 

New members are invited.
Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 

information on library programming.

Six Lady Blazer basketball team members at Marquette High School 
have been selected to play in the third annual Indiana vs. 

Ohio All-Star Game on April 4 in Kingstown, Ind. They are: freshmen 
McKenzie Marovich (Chesterton), Lauren McConnell (Porter), Stacey 

Barron (Porter) and Michaela Jennings (Chesterton), sophomore Hannah 
Nolan (Valparaiso) and senior D’Aria Kincaid (La Porte).

Lady Blazers in All-Star Game
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Lilly Scholarship Finalists
Unity Foundation of La Porte County has an-

nounced 11 local high-school seniors as La Porte 
County fi nalists for the Lilly Endowment Commu-
nity Scholarship. 

Two students from La Porte County will be se-
lected as 2015 Lilly Endowment Community Schol-
ars, receiving a full-tuition scholarship to pursue 
a baccalaureate degree at any accredited public or 
private Indiana college or university, and an annual 
$900 book stipend.

The fi nalists and their respective schools are:
• La Crosse High School: Justin Kiel.
• La Porte High School: Christine Ake, Jamie Aus-

tin, Austin Bohlin, Julia Jongkind, Joseph Tomal.
• Marquette High School: Rebecca Yaw.
• Michigan City High School: Olivia Glowacki.
• New Prairie High School: Annabelle Papai and 

Larissa Whitaker.
• South Central High School: Abigail Gibbs.

Unity Foundation received 69 applications for 
the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship 
from  La Porte County students. Applicants were 
judged on academic achievement, service to oth-
ers, extracurricular activities and, to a lesser ex-
tent, fi nancial need. A committee comprised of La 
Porte County residents reviewed the applications, 
not knowing the names until after the fi nalists 
were selected.  The 11 fi nalists then were inter-
viewed, and nominee and alternate names were 
submitted to the Independent Colleges of Indiana 
Inc. for the fi nal selection, which will be shared by 
March 27.

Visit www.ufl c.net or call (219) 879-0327 for more 
information.

Justin Kiel

Rebecca Yaw

Christine Ake

Olivia Glowacki

Jamie Austin

Annabelle Papai

Austin Bohlin

Larissa Whitaker

Julia Jongkind

Abigail Gibbs

Joseph Tomal

There’s a lot going on this winter at Bartlett’s Gourmet Grill.
Weekday food & drink specials, a beer dinner, 

Fat Tuesday party and much more!
Be sure to check our website and Facebook page 
regularly to see all the great specials & events! 

EatAtBartletts.com/events

Bartlett’s is open 7 days a week
for both lunch and dinner.

LAKE INTERIORS

15412 RED ARROW HWY  LAKESIDE, MI 49116
LAKEINTERIORSINC.COM  269.231.5434

 home decor and custom interior design
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by Bob Wellinski

What
started out as two friends 

watching the Academy Awards to-
gether has become an all-out Oscar bash.

Nearly 10 years ago, movie buffs Val Askew 
and Judy Williams got together to watch the awards at 

Judy’s home. Each year, the two would invite more people, 
eventually outgrowing Judy’s, then Val’s, homes. Three years 

ago, the party moved to New Carlisle’s Lynn Williams Union Hall 
to accommodate the large group, where it again was held Sunday, Feb. 

22, for the annual awards show.
What was once a simple event has now become that one time of year 

where the ladies get dressed up when they visit. Arriving dressed in fashions 
ranging from evening gowns, to blue jeans and sweatshirts, to even a dinner 
dress over blue jeans, guests were greeted by paparazzi as they walked the red 
carpet. As the Oscar pre-party was playing on the screen, nearly 20 ladies were 
busy visiting and eating, taking a break from time to time to check out and com-
ment on some of the fashions walking Hollywood’s red carpet. 

Val Askew, one of the party’s founding members, cannot remember a time 
when she didn’t watch the Oscars.

“It’s like the Super Bowl to me,” she said.
The event’s Hollywood theme included the red carpet, lifesized cardboard 

cutouts of celebrities like Marilyn Monroe and Elvis Presley, and tables 
topped with miniature Oscars. Banquet tables were fi lled with food sup-
plied by each guest.

Shannon Alexander, Goshen, treated the group by singing three 
Oscar-winning songs, including “Somewhere Over the Rain-

bow” from “The Wizard of Oz” and “My Heart Will Go On” 
from “Titanic.” Guests then acted out a famous movie 

line while the others guessed the movie. Other 
contests including the best dressed and the 

person selecting the most correct 
Oscar winners.
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Editor’s Note — “The Fit-
ness Rebellion,” written by 
staff at Michigan City’s Any-
time Fitness, appears every 
other week in The Beacher. 
This column was written by 
Manager Kevin Scott.

In life, any important pos-
sessions we have purchased, 
we made with careful consid-
eration. A car, a house, a com-

puter, a boat. Consumers know that upon buying 
such things, you have moved past the process of 
purchasing to ownership. A car requires constant 
maintenance, a house requires constant upkeep, a 
computer requires constant updating and protec-
tion, a boat requires constant upkeep.

Out of all your possessions, what is the most valu-
able one to you? Your answer should be your body. 

A quick history lesson. Following the devastating 
effects of the 1348 bubonic plague, or Black Death, 
matters of public health quickly came to the fore-
front. Since then, each health issue the country 
has faced has helped establish our system of health 
care and government. In 1872, the American Pub-
lic Health Association was founded, which brought 
structured national focus to issues facing the coun-
try. Needless to say, health issues are nothing new.

So let’s bring the discussion back to this century. 
Chronic diseases and conditions, such as heart dis-
ease, stroke, diabetes and obesity, are among the 
most common and pricey of all health problems. The 
common denominator: they are all preventable. As 
of 2012, one in four adults has two or more chronic 
health conditions. This number foreshadows the 

statistic that seven out of 10 deaths were attributed 
to chronic diseases. More than one-third of adults 
are defi ned as obese, and nearly one in fi ve children 
ages 2-19 were considered obese. 

These numbers forecast a scary future for our-
selves, our kids and any future generations. Public 
health triumphs of the last couple hundred years, 
such as the eradication of smallpox, clean water 
and improved information about sanitary concerns, 
have helped increase the life expectancy by 30 
years. According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, a 2012 study showed the average 
life expectancy now is 78.8. However, statistics are 
showing that for the fi rst time in history, the next 
generation will not live longer than their parents.

We have reached the point in the year that most 
people who have committed themselves to a health-
ier lifestyle as their New Year’s resolution have 
started to fall away from their goals. If you have 
read our columns, among other things, we have dis-
cussed preventative maintenance, the importance 
of working with a trainer and staying away from 
cleanses: all things that are important in keeping 
your body, your most priceless possession, running 
effi ciently. Get back on track to improving your 
overall well-being. Watch what you are putting into 
your body by tracking your food. Set small goals to 
start exercising. Sign up for a 5K so you are con-
nected to training and preparing yourself for a goal. 

Back to the analogy of preventative maintenance. 
If you were in a rush and needed to fi ll your car up 
with gas, you wouldn’t fi ll it up with the nearest 
thing around just to fi ll up your gas gauge. So why 
fi ll up your body with things like pop and fast food 
that you know have negative effects on your most 
priceless possession?

Your Most Valuable Possession

13400 Red Arrow Hwy, Harbert
269-469-5687 • www.centeroftheworld.net

The fine art of furniture
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“Angel Street”
“Angel Street,” the Broadway hit fi rst produced 

on the West End under the title “Gaslight” and 
fi lmed twice, begins a two-weekend run starting 
Friday, March 6, at La Porte Little Theatre Club, 
218 A St., La Porte.

Directed by Davelle DeMarco, “Angel Street” tells 
the story of the Manninghams, who live on Angel 
Street in 19th-century London. As the curtain rises, 
all appears the essence of Victorian tranquility, yet it 
becomes apparent Mr. Manningham (Aram Arden), a 
suave, handsome man, is slowly driving his gentle, de-
voted wife Bella (Lisa Babigian) to the brink of insani-
ty, his insinuating kindness masking sinister motives.

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, March 6-7 and 13-14, and 2 p.m. Sunday, 
March 8 and 15. All tickets are $12. Call (219) 362-
5113 for reservations.

Root  
Funeral Home

WILLIAM H. ROOT • THOMAS W. ROOT •  BRIAN W. ROOT

A locally owned and operated funeral home
serving Michigan City and the Beach Area

by the Root Family since 1938.

Pre-Arrangement consultation available 
at no obligation.

312 East Seventh Street
Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 874-6209

JROTC Earns Multiple Awards

The Michigan City High School Marine Corps 
Junior Reserve Offi cer Training Corps competed in 
the Feb. 21 Pike High School Navy JROTC military 
drill competition in Indianapolis.

The Wolves placed in every event they entered, 
earning a fi rst place for Unarmed Platoon, second 
place for Armed Platoon, third place for Personnel 
Inspection and fourth place for Color Guard.

Cadet Capt. Cody Joseph commanded the Un-
armed Platoon and Personnel Inspection. Cadet 
Capt. Alex Wyman commanded the Armed Platoon, 
and Cadet Lt. Quinton Dixon commanded the Color 
Guard. In the individual drill competition, cadets 
Lance Cpl. Austin Lee, Gunnery Sgt. Thalyea Del 
Real, Wyman, Sgt. Pauline Lutton and 1st Sgt. 
Hayley Feidner fi nished second, fourth, fi fth, sixth 

and seventh, respectively, out of 150 cadets.     
Maj. Tom McGrath, the Senior Marine instructor, 

had high praise for the cadets.
“This was our sixth drill meet, and our cadets 

have demonstrated that they come to perform well 
at every meet,” he said. “We still have work to do to 
be the overall winner for our next drill competition 
at Romeoville, Ill., on March 21.”

The cadets will have a busy March. In addition to 
the Romeoville meet, they will march in the Michigan 
City St. Patrick’s Day Parade and do a Color Guard 
for a convention at Blue Chip Casino on March 7. 
The cadets will support the Boys Regional Basket-
ball Tournament by providing parking guides, secu-
rity and Color Guards for the semi-fi nals and fi nals. 
Instructors will hold a drill clinic March 28.

Cadets 
appear 

with their 
trophies 

and medals 
earned at 
the Pike 

High School 
Military Drill 
Competition.
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Maple Sugar Time at Gardens
International Friendship Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 

12, will present its annual Maple Sugar Time from 
noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, March 8.

The free event was rescheduled due to bad weath-
er. At the cabin, visitors can have a treat and cup 
of tea sweetened with maple syrup. Volunteer Jude 
Rakowski collected and chopped wood all year to 
fuel the fi res under the kettles of sap. It takes 40 
gallons of sap to make one gallon of syrup.

Rakowski taps red maples on the edge of the 
60-acre woods that surround the garden area at 
Friendship Gardens.

“It’s not as good as sugar maple,” she said, “but it 
still makes a nice syrup.”

The kettles are boiled near the Native American 
garden she tends. She and other volunteers lay out 
a nature trail that visitors can take to the sugaring 
area. The self-guided trail is an easy 3/10 of a mile 
hike, with a booklet available to Garden visitors de-
scribing numbered points of interest. 

Call the Friendship Gardens offi ce at (219) 878-
9885 for more information and to check for cancel-
lation in case of bad weather. 

Bad First Sentence Contest
Westchester Public Library will host its annual 

“Bulwer Lytton Fiction Contest,” a tongue-in-cheek 
event that encourages applicants to produce a delib-
erately bad fi rst sentence to a fi ctional novel.

Compete for a prize in the following categories: 
horror, romance, western, sci-fi , action and adven-
ture, mystery, prose, general and grand prize (best 
overall).

Each entry must be original and unpublished. En-
tries are limited to a single sentence and not to ex-
ceed 50 to 60 words. There is no limit on the number 
of entries. Visit www.bulwer-lytton.com for examples.

Applications can be found at www.wpl.lib.in.us, 
as well as the Thomas Library Reference Depart-
ment and Hageman Library. Entries can be submit-
ted online or dropped off at the library. The contest 
runs March 1 through April 1, with winners an-
nounced April 6.

Visit or call the Thomas reference department, 
200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton, (219) 926-7696, 
or Hageman Library, 100 Francis St., Porter, (219) 
926-9080, for more information.

Your Best Stop for Everything to Rent

Equipment & Party Rentals 
for Contractors and 
Do-It-Yourselfers

Also Your Best Source for Propane

628 Longwood Drive • Michigan City, IN 
219.814.4251 

www.grandrentalmc.com

Mitch Markovitz Exhibit
The Village Gallery in Valparaiso will host a solo 

exhibit by illustrator and fi ne artist Mitch Markov-
itz through April 9.

Markovitz is best known for the “Just Around the 
Corner” series of South Shore Railroad posters de-
picting life in Northwest Indiana. His works depict 
the region’s lakeshore, beaches, industry and local 
neighborhoods with the look and feel of yesteryear.

Born in 1950, Markovitz was raised and educat-
ed on Chicago’s South Side. His father was a com-
mercial illustrator and art teacher, his mother an 
interior designer. Growing up in a neighborhood 
intersected with railroads, trains and railroading 
became his obsession.

Though Markovitz continued his education at 
Chicago’s American Academy of Art, The Chicago 
Academy of Fine Art and the University of Wiscon-
sin, his childhood dream to become a train conduc-
tor drove his decision to join the Chicago and North 
Western Railway. His two passions came together in 
1982 when he was promoted to advertising director 
and chief illustrator for the South Shore Railroad, 
where he worked for the next 17 years. He also was 
the fi rst painter to exhibit his fi ne art work at the 
New York City Transit Museum.

The Village Gallery is located at Pines Village Re-
tirement Communities, located at 3303 Pines Vil-
lage Circle off Calumet Avenue just north of Cum-
berland Crossing. The free gallery is open from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Call (219) 
465-1591 for more information.

Mitch Markovitz relaxes by one of his works.

(Reta) Marlene Kramer, CFP® ™
Home Equity Conversion Specialist
NMLS ID# 586246
Licensed in IN, IL and MI

offi ce 269.655.4631
cell 269.655.4631
fax 888.309.8865
Reta.Kramer@S1L.com
www.reversemortgagemidwest.com

Specializing in Reverse Mortgages

P   NMLS #107636
FHA Insured

Clients at least 62, 
talk to Marlene 
about Reverse 

Mortgage benefi ts.
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Tourism Bureau Spotlights Artist

Visit Michigan City La Porte will feature work 
by artist Julia Holmaas on March 6 through May 4, 
with a reception from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, April 4.

Holmaas created her fi rst oil paintings at 10. Her 
inspiration came from Saturday morning art class-
es, as well as her parents. She received a degree in 
general biology, with a focus on botany. Afterward, 
she was employed with the National Park Service, 
starting in Carlsbad Canyons, then the Grand 
Canyon and back to Washington, D.C., where she 
was raised. She traveled the country for 17 years 
as exhibit planner, her headquarters at the time at 
Harpers Ferry, W.Va. She was employed until her 
retirement as Chief of Interpretation at Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore.

She began painting in watercolor in 1992 while 
working as an exhibit curator at the NPS Design 
Center in Harpers Ferry.

Painting in watercolor and oil, she has won nu-
merous awards for her work. She is a member of 
Area Artists Association, Chesterton Art Center 
and Southern Shore Art Association. She is active 
in Duneland Plein Air Painters and teaches begin-
ning watercolor at The Art Barn School of Art and 
seminars for Michigan City Art League.

For the sixth consecutive year, La Lumi-
ere School’s Academic Decathlon team 
competed in state fi nals held at Purdue 
University.

Students compete in three divisions de-
termined by grade-point average: Honors, 
Scholastic and Varsity. The topic of this 
year’s event was “New Alternatives in 
Energy: Ingenuity and Innovation.” Stu-
dents competed in 10 events, with objec-
tive tests in seven areas (art, economics, 
language and literature, mathematics, music, sci-
ence and social science), as well as speech, inter-
view and essay.

Lydia Costello, Chesterton, competed in the Hon-
ors Division and placed second in Speech, third in 
Mathematics and third in Economics. Grace Dy-
bing, La Porte, competed in the Honors Division 

and placed fi rst in Art, fi rst in Music and 
third in Science. Hannah Fogel, Manteno, 
Ill., competed in the Honors Division and 
placed second in Art, second in Essay and 
third in Social Science.

Mary Keiley, Rolling Prairie, competed 
in the Varsity Division and placed third in 
Language and Literature. Angela Feikes-
Mofi eld, La Porte, competed in the Scho-
lastic Division and placed fi rst in Music, 
second in Art and third in Social Science. 

Lenik Zaranski, Chesterton, competed in the Var-
sity Division and placed fi rst in Science, second in 
Social Science and third in Mathematics. Emily 
Smith, Indianapolis, and Walker Wroblewski, Mich-
igan City, also competed with the team. Olivia Dy-
bing, La Porte, and Camryn Roberts, New Carlisle, 
served as alternates.

La Lumiere Competes in State Finals

Angela Feikes-Mofi eld Grace Dybing Hannah Fogel Lenik Zaranski Lydia Costello

Mary Keiley

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
1106 E US Hwy 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com 
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035  
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6, Sat. 9-6 Sunday 12- 4

Catnapper
POW’R LIFT
Recliners
MADE IN TENNESSEE

starting at 
$599 

Choose 
from 10 
styles with 
features such 
as heat and 
massage, 
full lay-out,
extra wide 
and chaise 
seating.*
*Features vary
 by model

NEED A 
LIFT?

AFTER COUPON
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Maple Sugar Madness
Sarett Nature Center, 2300 Benton Center Road, 

Benton Harbor, Mich., will host Maple Sugar Mad-
ness at 1 or 3 p.m. EDT Sunday, March 8.

The cost is $5 for adults. Call (269) 927-4832 for 
more information.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
The annual St. Patrick’s Day parade is at 1 p.m. 

Saturday, March 7, through Michigan City’s Up-
town Arts District.

Lineup starts at 11:45 a.m. at 10th and Frank-
lin streets. The “Fun in Michiana Show” will broad-
cast live from 9 a.m. to noon at Ryan’s Irish Pub at 
Fourth and Franklin streets.

Call Johnny Stimley at (219) 872-0361 for addi-
tional information.

Humane Society Spring Fling
Michiana Humane Society’s 17th Annual Spring 

Fling is Saturday, March 21, at Pottawattomie 
Country Club, 1900 Springland Ave., Michigan City.

This year’s event has a safari theme, with guests 
digging for diamonds in the cocktail hour at 5 p.m., 
and later bidding on items during a live auction. 
Auction items range from a week vacation in San 
Miguel de Allende, Mexico, to an artist’s retreat in 
the mountains above Mexico City.

A cash bar is planned. Tickets are $80 per person. 
Tables of eight may be reserved. Reservations are 
required by March 11 by calling (219) 872-4499 or 
at www.michianahumanesociety.org

Monday Night Ceramics
New sessions of Monday Night Ceramics are 

available, complete with new instructor Joel Pisow-
icz, at Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.

The class will highlight basic pottery making 
methods, with students learning to create wheel-
thrown or hand-built pottery that serves a specifi c 
function. Pisowicz also will introduce some history 
and provide exposure to international contempo-
rary pottery. The goal is for each participant to 
leave with a better understanding of ceramics: the 
history and the actual process.

Pisowicz was raised in Porter and made his fi rst 
pots at Chesterton High School, from which he grad-
uated in 2010. He has been serious about making 
pottery for the past three years, and has fi nished 
his training in the Ceramics Bachelor of Fine Arts 
program at Indiana University-Bloomington. 

Classes meet from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. The cost is 
$135, with members receiving a $25 discount. Stu-
dents can buy 25 pounds of clay for $25. All other 
supplies are included. Call the center at (219) 926-
4711 to register.

Presents Nic Orbovich & Friends!
featuring Robert Auler, piano; 

Zofi a Glashauser, violin
Sunday, March 15, 2015, 3:00 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church, 121 W. Ninth Street
Free admission!

Violinist and MCCMF co-founder Nic Orbovich is presenting a 
free recital which will feature two of his longtime friends and 
colleagues (and MCCMF audience favorites!) Robert Auler and 
Zofi a Glashauser.
The program will chart the history and development of the 
French school of violin playing, and promises to be enlightening, 
educational and fun! Works by Jean Marie LeClaire, Eugene Ysaye 
and exciting works by Gabriel Pierne and Henri Vieuxtemps, of 
which Nic has recently discovered, will be performed. Plus, 
some surprising R&B stylings from “Robbie”!

www.mccmf.org

Michigan City
Chamber Music Festival

Swingbellys.org

3101 E. U.S. 12 • Michigan City, IN
Just East of Karwick Rd

SWINGBELLY’S

Top ‘O the
morning
wee lass

If you really want
to pretend you’re 
Irish, take me to 

Swingbelly’s for the 
BEST Corned Beef 

and Cabbage
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Michiana Resources Fundraiser
Michiana Resources, 4315 E. Michigan Blvd., 

Michigan City, will host the fi rst part of its semi-
annual fundraiser, Trivia Fest, on Friday, March 13. 

Held in the Michiana Resources gym, the cost is 
$10 per player, with teams encouraged to register. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., with the contest at 7 p.m. A 
cash bar and limited food menu will be available.

Call (219) 874-4288 to register a team or for more 
information.

Indiana Master Naturalist Program
Taltree Arboretum & Gardens, 450 W. County 

Road 100 North near Valparaiso, will host a 10-
week spring Indiana Master Naturalist program 
starting Thursday, March 12.

The hands-on learning experience and volunteer 
service opportunity teaches students about North-
west Indiana’s native landscape and local wildlife. 
The course includes sessions on botany, zoology, 
geology, water ecology and wildlife conservation 
taught by area experts. Students also perform 30 
hours of community service to earn their certifi cate.

The course runs through May 14. Classes are held 
Thursday mornings. The cost is $100, with classes 
open to adults 18 and older. Participants should 
dress for the outdoors. Visit Taltree.org to print out 
an application or call (219) 462-0025.

The Indiana Master Naturalist program is spon-
sored by the Resource Conservation & Development 
Councils, Indiana Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
tricts, Purdue Cooperative Extension Service and 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources.

Your

GET WELL
For: Stomach, Colon, Liver, Gall-Bladder, Pancreas, Rectal Disorders

www.STOMACHDOCTORS.com
Rakesh K. Gupta MD
Low out of pocket cost

Honors most private plans • Accepts approved amounts from insurance         
1501 Wabash Street, Ste. 303 Michigan City, IN

800-422-9080/219-874-8711

Warren J. Attar, Agent
Representing State Farm Since 1971

My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor a bloodmobile from noon to 6 p.m. 
Monday, March 9, at First Church of God, 2020 E. 
Lincolnway, La Porte. 

Donors must be in good general health and feel-
ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 for 
more information.

 

 

   Toll Free…   1-855-349-8551 

wwww.landheatingandair.com  
Serving LaPorte County…Since 2003 

  

 

 
Ask us how you can get 15% OFF Service Parts and Labor!  

 

““We’ll have your system  
uup and running  

ttoday ––  nnot tomorrow!”  

Live Debt Free. 
File Chapter 7 Bankruptcy this year and get rid of all bills.

Use part of your tax refund and pay 
off all your debts this year...

Call 219-879-2889 that is 879-ATTY 
to learn how to Get a Fresh Start!

DOUG BERNACCHI
BAPCPA Debt Relief Agency

215 W. 8th St., Michigan City

If it’s a Precious Moment…
Frame it!

GIFTS CUSTOM FRAMING ART

www.web.triton.net/landmframing/
202 S. Whittaker, New Buffalo  269-469-4800Open Daily 11-5

L & M Framing and Gallery

For Home

& Garden

Gift C
ertifi 

cates

Beach Scenes
FloralsLandscapesSouth Shore

Posters
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“Your wood floor specialist”

HULTMAN FLOORING, INC.

(219) 926-1966
35 E. Hwy. 20 • Porter

Old world craftsmanship for new world concepts
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL WOOD FLOORING ASSOCIATION

•  Design  •  Installation  •  Refinishing

You Are Invited to Stop By Our
Studio & Browse Through Our Wide
Variety of Wood Flooring Selections

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Levenfeld Back With Forum
Purdue University-North Central Sinai Forum 

welcomes Wendy Levenfeld, who returns as execu-
tive director for the Forum’s 62nd season.

Levenfeld has been af-
fi liated with the Forum for 
more than 20 years and 
served 17 years as executive 
director. Her job, she said, is 
to “do whatever is necessary 
to bring speakers of note to 
Northwest Indiana.”

Over the years, Levenfeld 
stepped in to do whatever 
tasks needed to be done. She 
was responsible for fund-raising, writing grant pro-
posals, negotiating contracts, selecting and oversee-
ing the venue preparation, ticketing, scheduling the 
programs, dealing with speakers, agents and gate-
keepers, writing or supervising all print materials, 
coordinating all book signings, dinners and recep-
tions, emceeing the event, speaking wherever and 
whenever possible to service clubs and other groups 
about upcoming seasons and acting as chauffeur 
and tour guide, if necessary, once the speaker was 
in town.

The end result was a speakers series that includ-
ed some of the most noted names in the country.

The Sinai Forum, originally known as the Sun-
day Evening Forum Series, was inspired by Michi-
gan City residents Milton and Sylvia Bankoff, who 
envisioned bringing some of the top minds, opinion 
leaders and news makers to Michigan City to pres-
ent important issues of the day in a town hall set-
ting. The fi rst season launched in 1954 and hasn’t 
missed a year since.

Forum speakers have included Nobel Prize recip-
ients, former heads of state, Pulitzer Prize winners, 
scientists, nationally recognized media personali-
ties and famous performing artists.

Levenfeld played an instrumental role in bring-
ing the Forum under PNC’s stewardship in 2006.

The 2015-2016 season opens in September.

Since 1950

1102 Franklin Street (219) 872-7236
Michigan City,IN 46360 www.mcinteriorsin.com
Your One-Stop Shop for the Finest Floor & Window Coverings

SHUTTER SALE
Plantation, Arches, Doors

Traditional Café and By Pass Panels
NOW 20% OFF

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

Free In-Home Estimates • Blind and Shade Repair

Winter Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 12-5 pm
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

La Porte Jaycees Bowling Bash
The La Porte Jaycees will host the Seventh An-

nual Bowling Bash on Sunday, March 8, at Casey’s 
Lanes, 610 Colfax Ave., La Porte.

Registration is at 1 p.m. and bowling at 2 p.m.  
The cost is $60 per team of four. The event, which 
will have a March Madness theme, features three 
rounds of 9-pin, no-tap bowling. Cash prizes will be 
awarded for fi rst-, second- and third-place teams, as 
well as the group with the most team spirit. Raffl es 
are planned. 

Call (219) 608-4155 or visit www.facebook.com/
LaPorte.Jaycees for more information or to register 
a team.

Lunch With the League
The League of Women Voters of La Porte County 

will hold Lunch With the League at noon Tuesday, 
March 10, at Mama Rosa’s Family Restaurant, 402 
W. U.S. 20, Michigan City. 

La Porte County Treasurer Nancy Hawkins will 
discuss her responsibilities of collecting property, 
local income and other taxes, delinquent tax col-
lection, the sale of real property to pay delinquent 
taxes, investment of tax funds and distribution of 
tax funds.

The program is free. Attendees order lunch from 
the menu. Contact Deborah Chubb at (219) 929-
8787 or deborahchubb@live.com

MCHS Competes at Regional Event

The Michigan City High School Science Olympiad team competed at 
Indiana University-Northwest’s 14th annual Science Olympiad Regional 

tournament. The school competed in 23 events and against 14 other high 
school teams. Pictured are (front row, from left) Katie St. Germaine, 

Claire Werner, Christine Duers, Heather Kizer and Ruth Serrano. The 
back row is (from left) Rishi Verma, Grant Wozniak, Kristen Palmer, 

Ryan Solano, Austin Samys and Robert Gray. Not pictured is Robert Day.

421 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN
www.genins.com

Miki Young
Personal Lines Agent

miki@genins.com
(219) 809-2227

Coverage for your 
most precious assets

AUTO |  HOME |  BUSINESS |  L IFE  |  HEALTH
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Activities to Explore 
In the Local Area:
March 5-7 — Notre Dame Shakespeare Festival, 

“Romeo and Juliet,” 7 p.m. EST, Notre Dame’s Phil-
bin Studio Theatre. Tickets: $20/adults, $15/Notre 
Dame faculty & staff, $10/students. Info: (574) 631-
2800, shakespeare.nd.edu

March 6 — Uptown Arts District First Friday 
art walk, 5-8 p.m., downtown Michigan City.

March 6 — Chicago-based musicians Für Ser-
mon, 5-8 p.m., Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. 
Second St. Free.

March 6 — Opening reception, “Herself: The Fe-
male in Image and Form,” 5-8 p.m., Southern Shore 
Art Association, 724 Franklin St.

March 6 — Art/performances by Michigan City 
High School students, 5-8 p.m., First United Meth-
odist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Family movie @ 7 
p.m. Info: (219) 872-7200.

March 6 — The Ranting Llamas, 7:30-9 p.m., 
Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. Admission: 
$10 @ door. Info/reservations: (219) 874-4035.

March 6-8 and 13-15 — “Angel Street,” La Porte 
Little Theatre Club, 218 A St., La Porte. Times:  7:30 
p.m. Fri. & Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $12. Reserva-
tions: (219) 362-5113.

March 6-9 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Two Days, One 
Night.” Rated PG-13. In French with English sub-
titles. Times: 6:15 p.m. Fri.-Mon. Also: the Oscar-
winning  “Citizen Four.” Rated R. Times: 3 p.m. Sat.-
Sun. Also: Oscar-nominated short fi lms. Animation 
shorts: 9 p.m. Sat. Live action shorts: 9 p.m. Fri. All 
times Eastern. Info: vickerstheatre.com

March 7 — Book signing/program, Matt Wer-
ner’s “Season of Upsets,” 1 and 3 p.m., La Porte 
County Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana 
Ave., La Porte. Info: (219) 324-6767.

March 7 — Parents Without Partners, Val-Porte-
City Chapter 193, singles dance, 7:30 p.m., Ameri-
can Legion Skwiat Post 451, 121 Skwiat Legion Ave. 
Cost: $8. Info: (269) 498-4062.

March 7 — Annual St. Patrick’s Day parade, 1 
p.m., Michigan City’s Uptown Arts District. Info: 
(219) 872-0361.

March 7 — Free Gentle Flow Yoga, 12:15 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 7 —  St. Patrick’s Day Celebration Magic: 
Kalita!, 2 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 7 — The Green Fire Movie!, 2 p.m., Na-
ture Center Auditorium @ Indiana Dunes State 
Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East (north end of 
Indiana 49), Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 7 — Downton Day, 2 p.m., Westchester 
Township History Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., 
Chesterton. 

March 7-8 and 14-15 — Maple Sugar Time, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Chellberg Farm, Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12 & 20. Free. Info: (219) 395-1882.

March 8 — Annual Maple Sugar Time, noon-3 
p.m., International Friendship Gardens, 2055 E. 
U.S. 12. Free. Info: (219) 878-9885.

HEALTH &  
WELLNESS  
RIGHT IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD! 
We offer personal training and  
group exercise classes including 
Yoga, Pilates,  
and more!  
 

Stop in for a  
visit today! 
 

 

La Porte County Family YMCA 
La Porte Branch Long Beach Branch 
901 Michigan Ave 2501 Oriole Trail  
La Porte, IN 46350 Long Beach, IN 46360 
(219) 325-9622 (219) 879-1395 www.lpymca.org 
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

March 8 — Jewish Film Festival, 1:30-4:30 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Free. Info: (219) 785-5200, Ext. 5593.

March 8 — La Porte Jaycees Seventh Annual 
Bowling Bash, Casey’s Lanes, 610 Colfax Ave., La 
Porte. Registration/1 p.m., bowling/2 p.m. Cost: $60 
per team of four. Registration: (219) 608-4155, www.
facebook.com/LaPorte.Jaycees

March 8 — Cooking with Thor & Local Chefs 
competition, 2-4:30 p.m., La Porte High School’s 
cafeteria, 602 F St. Free. Registration/information: 
youngerlife.org, (219) 326-2471.

March 8 — Spring Skunk Search, 10 a.m., Na-
ture Center @ Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. 
County Road 25 East (north end of Indiana 49), 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 8 — Sunday Matinee, “Birdman,” 1:30 
p.m., Westchester Public Library Service Center, 
100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

March 10 — League of Women Voters of La Porte 
County Lunch With the League, noon, Mama Rosa’s 
Family Restaurant, 402 W. U.S. 20, Michigan City.  
Info: (219) 929-8787, deborahchubb@live.com

March 10 — Bifocal Bookies, Renee Rosen’s 
“What the Lady Wants,” 1 p.m., Hageman Library, 
100 Francis St., Porter.

Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Farther Afi eld:
March 5 — Free gallery talks/fi lm showing 

(“Joan Mitchell: Portrait of an Abstract Expression-
ist Painter”), 12:15 p.m. EST, The Midwest Muse-
um of American Art, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart. Info: 
www.MidwestMuseum.US, (574) 293-6660.

March 6-8 — Genesius Guild, “Fiddler on the 
Roof,” First United Methodist Church of Hammond 
Fellowship Hall, 6635 Hohman Ave. Times: 8 p.m. 
Fri./Sat, 3 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $15, $13/ students or se-
niors (62+). Available at door, or call (877) 724-7715.

March 6-21 — “Nunsense,” Elkhart Civic The-
atre at Bristol (Ind.) Opera House, 210 E. Vistula 
St. Times: 7:30 p.m. March 6-7, 13-14 and 20-21,   
3 p.m. March 15. All times Eastern. Tickets: $17/
adults, $15/students & seniors 62+. Reservations: 
(574) 848-4116, www.elkhartcivictheatre.org

March 7 — Deep Fried Pickle Project, 7 p.m. EST, 
The Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. 
Joseph, Mich. Tickets: $10/general admission, $8/
students and seniors, free/children 12 and younger. 
Info/reservations: (269) 983-3688, info@boxfactory-
forthearts.org, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

New Year,
New Rates!

Ask us how we can make your 
money work harder for you with 
our new CD Rates.
Multiple terms are available 
to fit your goals!

Learn more online!

269-469-2222
www.newbuffalosavings.com

New Buffalo  |  Three Oaks  |  Sawyer
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“Like” us on
facebook

www.facebook.com/thebeacher911

The Beacher Weekly 
Newspaper is on facebook, 
where you’ll find:

• Sneak peaks of the latest 
stories.

• Links to new and long-
standing advertisers.

• Updates on The Beacher 
Weekly Newspaper 
and Beacher Business 
Printers.

It’s our way of keeping 
you informed about, and 
entertained by, the people, 
places and businesses in our 
Beacher communities.

PNC “Prove It” Seminar
Purdue University-North Central will offer a 

non-credit seminar open to high school and college 
students, as well as anyone wishing to quickly im-
prove their writing.

“Prove It: Forming Evidence-Based Arguments,” 
hosted by the Offi ce of Graduate and Extended 
Learning, Department of English and Modern Lan-
guages and the PNC Writing Center, is from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 19. The registration fee, 
which includes all materials and a pizza dinner, is 
$25. The registration deadline is 4 p.m. Thursday, 
March 12.

The hands-on session, taught by Steven Vivian, 
published author and PNC Writing Center director, 
will include a lecture, and plenty of discussion and 
practice. It will teach participants how to write bet-
ter argumentative essays. Special attention will be 
given to evaluating evidence.

Visit tinyurl.com/pqbn46n or contact Cassandra 
Boehlke, coordinator of Graduate and Extended 
Learning, at (219) 785-5200, Ext. 5748, or cboe-
hlke@pnc.edu for more information or to register. 
People with disabilities requiring accommodations 
should contact (219) 785-5748.

LaLu Science Olympiad Team
The La Lumiere Science team competed Feb. 14 

in Indiana Science Olympiad’s Goshen Regional. 
The Lakers fi nished fourth out of 13 teams to 

earn a trip to the March 21 state fi nals at Indiana 
University-Bloomington 

The following students earned medals:
First Place

• Dynamic Planet — Oceanography: Janice Baek 
and Peter Zhang.

• Wright Stuff – Airplanes: Andy Hang, Eric Zhou.
Second Place

• Cell Biology: Megan Gillen and Noah Schuster.
• Experimental Design: Emily Beach, Maggie Chen 

and Rowena Quinn.
• Geologic Mapping: Maggie Chen, Sean Russell.
• It’s About Time: Ian Miner and Michael Wu.
• Scrambler: Shivani Patel and Michael Wu.
• Wright Stuff: Lee Li and Ian Miner.

Third Place
• Forensics: Megan Gillen and Shivani Patel.

Fourth Place
• Entomology: Noah Schuster and Max Zaccone.
• Protein Modeling: Megan Gillen, Shivani Patel 

and Noah Schuster.
• Scrambler: Zorba Chen and Eric Zhou.
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MCHS Places at Japanese Olympiad
Michigan City High School teams fi nished second 

and third at the 2015 Japanese Olympiad of Indi-
ana on Feb. 21 at Purdue University.

Level 3 students (students in their third year of 
studying Japanese) took second place in their divi-
sion. Team members included Jennifer Banda, Sar-
ah Lynch and Zach Weis. 

The Level 4 team achieved third place. Members 
included Rachael Hennessy, Allen Murray and Ste-
ven Siegmund. A second Level 4 team (Becca La-
Follette, Preston Mahaffey and Joanna Warnke) 
missed the fi nal by one question and fi nished fourth 
in state. 

At Level 2, where all team members made their 
competition debut, Dylan Kennedy and Andrew 
Werner-Boklund formed one level 2 team and placed 
seventh in state, while the team of Shelly Enriquez 
and Eryn Sitar missed the fi nal by a mere two ques-
tions and placed fi fth. 

The Japanese Olympiad of Indiana is a day-long 
academic tournament for high school students. This 
year’s event featured more than 100 students from 
11 high schools across Indiana, including Carroll, 
Penn, Elkhart Memorial, Chesterton, Connersville, 
Michigan City, Valparaiso, Muncie Central, Bloom-
ington North, North Central and Highland.

In the Olympiad, there are separate competi-
tions for Level 2, 3 and 4 students, depending on 
how many years of Japanese the students have 
studied. They compete in a playoff against all other 
schools at the same level, with only the top three 
scoring teams advancing to the fi nal. The competi-
tion is judged by Japanese professors, who are na-
tive speakers, from Indiana University, Ball State, 
Purdue, DePauw and Earlham College. 

During the event, competitors and spectators 
learned about and enjoyed various aspects of Japa-
nese culture, notably performances of traditional 
Japanese dance, sparring and practice by Purdue’s 
Kendo Club, and a traditional tea ceremony.

Basic Handgun Shooting Course
Michigan City Rifl e Club, 4801 W. U.S. 20, will 

host an eight-hour National Rifl e Association Basic 
Handgun Shooting Course at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
March 14.

The course introduces students to the knowledge, 
skills and attitude to safely own and use a hand-
gun. Fees range from $175 to $125, depending on 
if participants take a handgun and ammunition or 
use club equipment. The fee includes light refresh-
ments and lunch. Class size is limited, and prereg-
istration with deposit is required.

Email jotto32@gmail.com or call (219) 369-3577 
for more information.

High End Custom Residential and Commercial 
Construction 

“They are among the most professional general contractors that I 
have worked with in my over 20 year career.” – Fred Bamesberger, 

Bamesberger Architecture 

www.crownbuilds.com (219) 488-2400

 POSH!POSH!
Upscale Consignment Boutique
 109 N. Barton Street
 New Buffalo, MI 49117
 (Located across from Brewster’s Cafe) 

 269-469-0505

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY, 12-5PM

             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com             marie@poshnewbuffalo.com

Your Good Clothes Deserve POSH!POSH!
Skip the mall and come to POSH! POSH! 

for one-of-a-kind shopping!

 Tired of your winter wear?  Tired of your winter wear?  
Visit POSH! for an additional piece or two Visit POSH! for an additional piece or two 

to perk up your wardrobe.to perk up your wardrobe.
Taking select winter items through Taking select winter items through 

February. Spring is creeping in.February. Spring is creeping in.
We’re stylin’!We’re stylin’!

Taking spring consignments: 
please call for appointment.

Come See Us!
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

FRIDAY - NOON - PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
ALTERATIONS PLUS. Clothing alterations.

516 Wabash St., Michigan City. 219-874-0086.
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 

is open. Call 219-221-1534.
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners and lessons

for all ages. Call  219-872-1217.
Bill Smart • Furniture Sanding, Refinishing and Repair.

Call (269) 469-4407 or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com
PINK LADY HOME AND FAMILY SERVICES

Help for you when you need it with home or family.
24/7 service. No contracts required. Call us at (219) 221-3450/
(219) 809-8885 or email pinklady.homeandfamily@gmail.com. 

 “ROADRUNNERS” — Grocery shopping & errands service,
household chores and spring cleanup. Call (219) 427-3096.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS - NANNIES
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

VISITING ANGELS
AMERICA’S CHOICE IN HOMECARE

Select your Caregiver from our Experienced Staff!
2-24 hour Care, Meal Preparation, Errands.

Light Housekeeping, Respite Care for Families
All Caregivers screened, bonded, insured

Call us at 219-877-8956 • 800-239-0714 • 269-612-0314 
Or visit www.visitingangels.com

IN Personal Service Agency License #09-011822-1
JUST LIKE HOME

We provide assisted living in our homes. We are a private home 
w/4 residents to a home. Live-in Care $1,800/mo.

Adult Day Care (10 am-4 pm) at $40/day
For more information, call Sue 219-874-4891.

CAREGIVER. Private in-home care. Specializing in
dementia/Alzheimer’s. Assist with daily living tasks, meal prep.

 Above all, companionship for the heart and soul.
Excellent references. Trish Harris. 219-221-5691.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL FITNESS
Personal fitness training offered at The Great Escape/in-home train-
ing. Call Beth Lapaich at (219) 363-9493 for info, as well as classes.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

SUZANNE’S CLEANING
219/326-5578.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
17 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580.

HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC. 
 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many

services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential & Specialty Cleaning Service

Professional - Insured - Bonded - Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.

ESSENTIAL CLEANING. Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling 
Clean-up, Business and Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and 

Commercial. Insured and references available. Call Rebecca at 219-617-
7746 or e-mail essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net.

MAID BY THE LAKE. Home Cleaning Service for residential and rental home 
properties. Offer weekly, bi-weekly, one time cleans. Bonded & Insured.
Visit www.maidbythelake.com - e-mail maidbythelake@yahoo.com 

or call 219-575-8837. 
TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and Specialty Cleaning 

Services. Bonded & Insured. Ref. avail. Mary 219-898-8650. 
HOUSEKEEPER, cleaning, laundry, cooking, run errands, gardening. 
Also, experienced caregiver. References. Call Mary 219-325-9504.
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 7 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.

Also: doors, windows, skylights, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs.
Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.

•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 
24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured

Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
BILL SMART – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting and Tile. 

Call (269) 469-4407 or email smartphtgrphy@yahoo.com
HOME MATTERS INC. 

 Check out www.homematterscleaning.com for the many
services we offer. 20-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

*** VITTATOE’S ELECTRICAL SERVICES LLC. ***
Voted 2014 Best Electrical Prices. Buying or selling a house?

Commercial and residential 24/7 service. Free estimates.
Licensed/bonded and insured. Like us on facebook, 

or look us up on Better Business Bureau. 
(219) 229-7623 • www.vittatoeselectrical.com 

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
WISTHOFF PAINTING -- REFERENCES

Small Jobs Welcome -- Call 219/874-5279
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior •Wallpaper removal. Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
20-YEARS EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 15 yrs. 219-861-7339.
WJ PAINTING. New Construction • Remodeling • 

Interior/Exterior • Custom Woodwork Finishing • Drywall Repairs. 
Jay Harris. Call 219-809-1701

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 



March 5, 2015 Page 33
THE

Comic Book Convention
The South Bend Comic Book Convention is from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. EST Saturday, March 7, at Com-
fort Suites, 52933 U.S. 933 (Cleveland and U.S. 31), 
South Bend.

The event is free. Dealers will have comics from 
the Golden Age to the present, along with collectible 
items. Dealers also will buy comics from people.

Call Alan at (309) 657-1599 or visit www.ep-
guides.com/comics for more information.

Seeking investor to develop prime location in Michigan City. Call 
Larry at (219) 872-2989 for details.

RENTALS INDIANA
LONG BEACH COZY 3/BR HOUSE AT STOP 15 (Across from Beach) 

Summer Rental. Fireplace and Large Deck. No pets. Call 708/370-1745.
GREAT 5BR HOUSE. CLOSE TO BEACH AT STOP 20.

CALL PATTY AT 773-401-2966.
Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi. 
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk. 
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful 

beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,

laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,
$600/month, references required, utilities included.

Call (219) 879-2195.
Luxury 2035 SF Townhome avail. for rent. Hardwood flrs., Master Suite 
& laundry on 1st flr. Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances, guest bedroom, 
open loft, fireplace, basement, and 2-car attached garage. $1,800/mo. 
Prefer 3 yr. lease. Inquire about Option to Purchase Credit. Located at 

Beautiful Briar Leaf Golf Course between La Porte and New Buffalo. 
(219) 851-0008.

WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Furnished-utilities, WiFi/TV incl. 
1BR $675/mo., 2BR $775/mo. Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.

Sheridan Beach 2 bedroom 1 bath unfurnished apt. with washer/dryer. 
Lake views from living room & shared rooftop deck. $750/mo + 1 mo. sec 
deposit . 1-yr. lease required. Available for immediate move-in. Must have 

references, and employment will be verified. No smoking, no pets. Call 
(269) 469-1412.

Stop 37 4BR, 3BA, AC,WiFi, cable. One house to beach access. 
Weekly/weekend rentals. Contact nmarkey11@hotmail.com.

DUNESCAPE fourth-floor condo available June & July 2015. Call Cari @ 
Merrion for details & pricing @ (219) 898-5412

Beverly Shores furnished ½ duplex for rent: 2BR/1BA, close to 
beach and train. $750/mo. + utilities. Call Sue at (219) 680-6683.

RENTALS MICHIGAN
Long or short-term available. Log homes fully furnished,

$900/mo. Includes Internet, water, electric. Renter pays natural gas.
Deposit required. Call (269) 588-9200 (cell) or (269) 469-1555.

H & D TREE SERVICE and LANDSCAPING, INC. --
Full service tree and shrub care. Trimming, planting, removal.

Firewood, snowplowing, excavating. -- Call 872-7290.
FREE ESTIMATES

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE 
 219/879-5150              www.healysland.com

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN 
YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – window washing – gutters – 

yard work — deck staining — moving/hauling 
Serving your community for over 10 years.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
SNOW REMOVAL, GUTTER CLEANING, YARD WORK,

lawn mowing, mulching, weeding, brush removal and odd jobs.
References available. For details, call ABE at 219-210-0064.

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Snow Removal 
(Commercial/Residential). Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Cleaning service has position available. Part time only. Saturdays a 

must. Call (219) 210-0580. Please leave message.
Garden, lawn, equipment maintenance, supervise crew, security, other 

duties. 40-hr week April-October. Wages negotiable, paid bi-weekly. Mail 
resume to: International Friendship Gardens, P.O. Box 8834, Michigan 

City, IN 46361 or email  internationalfriendshipgardens@yahoo.com . No 
phone calls please.

WANT TO SELL
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin Streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
Hwy 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.

Top of the line Samsung counter-depth French-door refrigerator. 1½ 
years old. Dual compressor. Remodeling, can’t use. Paid over $3,000, 

asking $1,600. Can text pictures. Call (219) 879-1829.
FOR SALE: Two burial lots at Swan Lake Memorial Gardens.

$1,500 for pair. Call (219) 926-5604.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
The Good Things Sale is just around the corner.

It’s the perfect time to gather all your Good Things to participate in this 
great consignment sale. To submit up to 25 items for resale, make an 

appointment by emailing Susan Vissing at whatsnexta@comcast.net or 
call (219) 861-6188. Leave a message with your name, phone number, 
a few alternate dates and times you are available, and you will receive a 
call or email with a scheduled appointment. Appointments are scheduled 

every hour Mon.-Fri. from 10-5 p.m. with a few evening and weekend 
appointments March 3-18. Large furniture items accepted March 11-18 or 
by appointment. If inspired, please bring along 1 item of some value to be 

sold to benefit the Michiana Humane Society.
Sale Shopping Dates: March 21, 10-2 p.m.

Shop first for the best selection
March 22, Noon-4pm. Take it away day, up to 50%

discounts and considering offers
Long Beach Community Center

2501 Oriole Trail

WANT TO BUY
OLD Bikes – complete or parts.

Call Rick at (219) 861-6169.

WANT TO RENT or LEASE
Dream tenant: Quiet, cultured lady, no bad vices,

wishes to lease apartment or similar quarters. Reasonable
rent. Can care for elderly as part of/in lieu of rent.

Character references available. (219) 809-8885.

REAL ESTATE
REAL ESTATE INVESTING

INVESTOR WANTED TO DEVELOP PRIME BEACH PROPERTY IN 
MICHIGAN CITY. sunterra@comcast.net, 219-872-4446.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com
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I am so excited about this week’s books, my toes 
are tingling! Such storytelling, such feeling for the 
fears, foibles and fun of living I have rarely encoun-
tered. Do I gush? Most assuredly! That both of these 
amazing books crossed my desk at the same time is 
serendipity at its fi nest. Take a peek at this week’s 
recommendations...

Seasons of the Fool by 
Lynne Cantwell (oversize 
paperback, $9, available on-
line and as a Kindle eBook)

Loved this story! I felt I 
was walking with Julia every 
step of her journey of self-
discovery.

Is Julia Morton Michaud a 
fool? She thinks she has been 
making bad decisions all her 
life, and as for the men she’s 
been with, well, that’s a bad 
chapter all by itself. As we go 
through the seasons with Ju-
lia, you be the judge of her decisions. What would 
you do in her place?

Julia married Lance maybe too soon after her par-
ents were killed in an accident. He was handsome, 
ambitious, always in charge. The big home in Evan-
ston, Ill., wasn’t enough. He had to have a condo in 
Chicago, too. Then, there were expensive vacations, 
and well, in retrospect, she should have questioned 
where the money was coming from. Now, with a di-
vorce looming, Lance is being charged by the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission with embezzling 
millions of dollars from unsuspecting clients.

Julia retreats to her grandparents home in Mi-
chiana, Mich. She always wanted to be a writer, so 
here is the perfect opportunity to regroup, rethink 
her life and work on her writing in the quiet Lake 
Michigan beach community. She never guessed her 
journey of discovery would include a place to refl ect 
and look back on her life — a labyrinth right there 
in the middle of the peaceful woodlands.

Cantwell’s characters, from Julia to Lance and 
the others who move through her life, are well de-
fi ned people you can feel everything for, from love to 
disgust. Her feelings for a woman in transition like 
Julia make your heart ache as you turn each page 
hoping she will fi nd the peace and future you just 
know she deserves. Maybe the two old ladies down 
the street will help her along--they are a lot more 
than they fi rst appear to be! 

Although she now lives in Washington, D.C., 
Cantwell grew up along Lake Michigan. A former 
broadcast journalist, she now writes fantasy novels 
and contributes to the suberblog Indies Unlimited. 
Her website is hearth-myth.blogspot.com

What Solomon Saw and 
Other Stories by Mary 
Dean Cason (oversize pa-
perback, $12.50, also avail-
able as a Kindle eBook)

What a collection! I could 
rave about all the stories in 
this volume, but there isn’t 
the space, so here’s a little 
preview:

Solomon of the title story 
is a tree, and if trees could 
talk...well, this one would 
laugh out loud!  Young teens 
with growing bodies, and especially those girls who 
developed at an early age, and the boys who can’t 
help but notice, make for a story both funny and 
memorable.

“Rich as Pluff Mud” takes us to Charleston, S.C., 
and the old families that survived wars and the 
economy, and the newly rich who clash and try to 
outdo each other. It’s a sad story of one woman who 
wants desperately to have a baby, and another who 
can’t stop having them. But it’s much more than 
that. It’s a story of a special place and three couples 
who wander in and out of each other’s lives.

“A Whore For Thursdays” fi nds Gina facing the 
future without her husband of 40 years after a  heart 
attack takes his life. Before he died, he wanted to 
talk to a priest. But why? He wasn’t very religious, 
and after the funeral, Gina decides to get to the bot-
tom of his confession. She will be surprised at where 
the journey will take her.

This is an amazing compilation of stories that can 
tug at your heart, make you feel happy, sad or sur-
prised. But the one thing they all have in common 
is their ability to reach that unique point we call 
the human experience, with characters that liter-
ally jump off the pages. 

Cason lives along Lake Michigan and is a fea-
tured writer at Chicago’s Story Club. She also is co-
founder of Indigan Storytellers and creator of Wine, 
Women and Stories, an Indiana literary salon. She 
is the recipient of several writing awards; her web-
site is marydeancason.com

Till next time, happy reading!

the Beacher Business Printers

911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN

(219) 879-0088
FAX (219) 879-8070
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