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Chance & Happenstance
Tragedy Struck Michigan City 70 Years Ago
by Matthew A. Werner

Onlookers and investigators crowd the wreckage site at Andry crossing.

“I still remember the thud sound today.”
It was Feb. 17, 1947, and Jane (Shippee) Lindborg was sitting in her eighth-grade classroom in
the old Springfield Township School. The time was
3:05 p.m. Students waited for the final bell to dismiss them to board the buses and head home.
That’s when she heard it.
BAM!
The noise startled her so much, she jumped up
from her desk and glared out the window to see what
it was. There, she saw a passing train grinding to a

stop as debris flew through the air and tumbled into
the adjacent field.
Lou Perschke was in the same classroom. The
sound of the collision is etched in his memory, too.
“They shoveled us into another room on the north
side of the school so we couldn’t see the mess,” Perschke recalled.
An eastbound South Shore train traveling 60
miles per hour struck a bus carrying a driver and
26 South Shore track workers. Thirteen men were
killed. It was the worst accident in La Porte County
Continued on Page 2
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Chance & Happenstance

In Case Of Emergency, Dial

911

That night, he made his rounds, calling on surviving family members of the men who died that afternoon to prepare his story. He knocked on the door
since 1893. No accident has reached that level since.
of one dark house at 10:30 p.m. He didn’t expect a
The Springfield students were ushered onto waitresponse, but then a light came on and a little woming school buses that all drove north, away from the
an came to the door. Without asking the reporter’s
railroad crossing, and set about alternate routes to
business, she said, “I wonder what’s wrong with my
avoid the accident scene.
husband. He hasn’t come home for supper. He never
“Everybody was late (getting home),” Perschke
comes home late. I don’t understand it.” The reporter
said. “My mother was excited when I finally got
couldn’t bring himself to tell Mrs. Mioducki exactly
home. She had heard news on the radio that a bus
why he was there. He told her there had been an acwas struck by a train, but nothing else.”
cident, and that her husHe and his parents got
band might be at the hosin the family car and drove
pital. But Frank Mioducki
to the accident scene. They
wasn’t at the hospital. He
couldn’t get close, but the
had the misfortune of sitdamage was visible.
ting at the front of that
“It was a mess — pieces
bus, which bore the brunt
thrown everywhere,” Perof the train’s impact.
schke said.
“It was a sad time in
Later, a reporter spotMichigan City,” Genny
ted one of the men aboard
(Kaletha) Schepanek said.
the bus sitting in shock at
She was 19 at the time.
the hospital. The reportShe and her fiancé, Joseph
er asked him what hapSchepanek (who Ameripened.
canized the spelling of his
“I just don’t know,” the
last name), were schedman said. “I was sitting on
uled to be married that
the back of that bus one
summer. Everything had
minute and I was flying
been planned. They only
through the air the next. I
needed to send the invijust don’t know what haptations to the 500 guests
pened! But it sure was a
they
expected.
That’s
powerful somethin’.”
when news of her fatherA powerful something,
in-law, Frank Szczepiindeed.
anek, arrived. Frank was
A shell of the bus sat
Debris litters the ground near the accident site.
a Polish immigrant who
empty on the railroad
spoke with a thick accent. He settled in Michigan
tracks. The motor of the bus was on the south side
City in 1922 and worked as an assistant foreman
of the tracks. The frame and rear axle sat on the
for the South Shore Railroad. He was sitting in the
north side of the tracks 100 feet away. Two bus seats
front of the bus when the train struck.
were still intact 50 feet from there. One seat was
The task of identifying Frank’s body was left to
thrown another 100 feet in one direction; parts of
Joseph, and nothing could have prepared the young
other seats lay in the field. The drive shaft rested
man for his visit to the city morgue. Despite the efnear the tracks. Papers, clothing, sheet metal and
forts of city morgue employees, the ferocity of the
bodies were strewn about the scene. The disasaccident couldn’t be hidden. Joseph took it hard and
ter drew a crowd of police officers, an ambulance,
that night couldn’t face his newly widowed mother.
hearses and curious gawkers.
Instead, he slept in the house of his fiancé’s grandAmid the melee, some important tasks were overmother and returned home the next morning with
looked, as a Chicago Tribune reporter discovered.
Continued from Page 1
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news of what he witnessed.
The following day, the
local newspaper identified
the victims and the injured.
Thirteen men aboard the
bus, including six Michigan
City residents, died. The
other 14 passengers were
injured. Two people aboard
the train suffered minor
injuries as well. Michigan
City residents turned out
in large numbers to support
the surviving family members, including the one for
Frank Szczepianek.
“It was the biggest funeral I’d ever attended
Frank Szczepianek
in my entire life,” Genny
Schepanek said, “and I’m 90 years old now.”
What exactly happened that day?
It was cold, but the ground was free of snow.
The sky was cloudy, the air was clear, there were
no physical obstructions at the intersection and the
bus windows provided the driver, 28-year-old Glenn
Morris, with a good view of the track.
At 3 p.m., the 27 track workers completed their
day’s work. They boarded the bus that was parked
on Andry Road (County Road 300 West), 60 feet
north of the railroad tracks. John Steinhagen operated a dump truck and had been working with the
men. Steinhagen was walking along the right-ofway and saw the train approaching. He waved to
Morris and was convinced Morris also saw it. Steinhagen turned and walked the other direction.
“Then I heard the crash,” Steinhagen told reporters that day. “And when I looked around the air
seemed to be
filled with flying debris and
bodies.”
The
motorman who
operated the
train sounded a whistle
as
he
approached the
intersection
in compliance
with the law.
The last blast
of the train’s
whistle
was
being sounded when the
train entered
the intersec- Part of the bus is visible at the railroad crossing.
Continued on Page 4

SAVE MONEY NOW WITH
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!
Purchase a Brand New

Furnace at 2016 Prices
STOP worrying about your
old furnace breaking down.
Don’t be stuck in the cold with
expensive repairs.
■ Save money on the cost of a new
furnace
■ Save money on your monthly gas bill
■ Save with 0% financing
■ Take comfort knowing your new
Lennox furnace is backed by a 10-year
manufacturer’s parts warranty and our
exclusive 2-year labor warranty.

Act Now... once our remaining
inventory is gone, we will be
forced to buy at higher prices

219-874-2454
www.MichianaMechanical.com
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tion. He noticed the bus at 3:05 p.m. when it started
to move south toward the tracks at an estimated
speed of 3 mph. The motorman thought the bus
would stop before it reached the crossing, but when
the train was 30 feet from the road, the bus was
still moving — it never stopped. The motorman activated the emergency brake right before the collision. The impact broke the train’s air brakes, and
the motorman used a hand brake to stop the train
4,294 feet west of the crossing.

tor pedal stick? Did a shoelace get caught in one of
the pedals? Did the clutch or the brakes on the bus
malfunction, making it impossible for Morris to stop
the vehicle? The last one is a reasonable possibility;
however, the bus was destroyed. There was no way
to inspect the clutch nor the brakes to determine if
either one failed.
Chance and happenstance can have big impacts
in life. Eldon Keeler was a track foreman for the
South Shore. On Feb. 17, he didn’t feel well and left
work early. If he had stayed, he certainly would have
been sitting at the front of the bus that day. Leonar-

Cars line the roadway, with wreckage visible in the field.

The Interstate Commerce Commission released
its findings a month later and determined the cause
of the accident was due to a “failure to operate a
bus approaching a railroad crossing at grade in accordance with requirements of law.” But why the
bus didn’t stop remains a mystery. As the report observed, “It could not be determined why the driver
failed to take action to stop the bus short of the crossing, as he was killed in the accident.” Did Morris
see the train? Was he distracted? Did the accelera-

do Leon rarely missed a day of work, was regarded
as a hard worker and an amiable person. He had
been saving his earnings and told co-workers he’d
saved enough money to return home to Mexico. He
said he’d leave in a few weeks or possibly a month.
If Leon had left earlier, or if he had sat in the back
of the bus rather than the front of the bus that day,
he would have made it back to Mexico.
Then again, “if” is a mighty big word.

Casualties & Injuries
• Men killed in the accident: Glen Morris
(28), Frank Szczepianek (54), Fred Herman
(63), Arthur Keller (20), Frank Mioducki
(74), Leonardo R. Leon (43), Pedro Gonzales, Tamie Wynner (36), James Comas, David Studd (30), David Dukes, Satiro Garcia,
Amos Ware (54).
• Men injured in the accident: Lee Foster,
Yancy Brown (53), George Nelson (45), Ned

Lacefield (60), Newton Smith (47), Lewis
Ramirez, Frank White, Dave Maswell (45),
Andrew Reeder, Robert Osby, William Bonds
(37), James Martin (51), Martin Lopez (58),
John Williams (47), Don Cunningham (25),
H.E. Willard (50).
(All photos that appear with this article were
taken at the time by newspaper photographer
Bill Swedenberg.)
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Valentine’s
Day
at 100 Washington
We will be offering a $100 pre-ﬁxed
4 course meal for two.
This special meal will include:
• Side Salad or Wedge Salad (1 each)
• Charcuterie Platter to Share
• Choice Filet or Fresh Scallops (1 each)
• Dessert and Coffee

Includes a bottle of Pinot Noir, Cabernet,
Chardonnay or Sauvignon Blanc
Reservations may be made by calling 219.262.5322 • 100 Washington, Michigan City
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Ira Levin Thriller Next Footlight Players Production
Footlight Theatre’s next production, Ira Levin’s classic thriller
“Deathtrap,” proves nothing is more
dangerous than a good idea.
Running Feb. 3-5 and 9-12 at Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin St., the
play holds the record for the longest
running comedy-thriller on Broadway, and received a Tony nomination
for Best Play.
Seemingly comfortable in his
charming Connecticut home, Sidney
Bruhl (David Mikolajczyk), a successful writer of Broadway thrillers,
is struggling to overcome a dry spell
causing a string of failures and a
shortage of funds. A possible break in
his fortunes occurs when he receives
a script from Clifford Anderson (Alexander Bonner), a student in the
seminar he has been conducting at
a nearby college — a thriller Sidney
Appearing in “Deathtrap” are (from left) David Mikolajczyk, Bobbi Lauritsen,
recognizes as a potential Broadway
Joe Blanchard, Alexander Bonner and Laura Sullivan.
hit.
Sidney’s plan, which he hatches with the help
Auditions Announced
of his wife, Myra (Bobbi Lauritsen), is to offer collaboration to the student, an idea the younger man
Footlight Players will have auditions for “Lettice
quickly accepts. The suspense mounts from there.
and Lovage” from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4, and
Director Dee Piotrowski leads a cast featuring ac5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 5, at Footlight Thetors regularly seen on the Footlight stage, as well as
atre, 1705 Franklin St.
two new ones: Joe Blanchard as Porter Milgrim and
Director Donald Beck seeks three women and one
Laura Sullivan as Helga Ten Dorp.
man, as well as four adult tourists of either gender,
Tickets are $12 for adults, or two for $20 with a
to audition for Peter Shaffer’s comedic satire.
coupon available at footlightplayers.org. Tickets for
Show dates are March 31-April 2 and April 6-9.
children 12 and younger, and Thursday shows, are
No onstage experience is necessary: newcomers and
experienced performers are welcome. They will be
$10. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Satasked to read cuttings from the script with others
urdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. Doors open 45 minutes
onstage. Actors must be able to speak with a conprior to curtain.
vincing British accent.
Reservations are held until 15 minutes prior to
Rehearsals start the week of Feb. 6. Weekend and
curtain unless secured by a season gift card or paydaytime rehearsal availability is strongly desired.
ment. Reservations are recommended by calling
Call the theater at (219) 874-4035 for more details
(219) 874-4035 or at www.footlightplayers.org.

Get Your
2017
Village of
Michiana
Calendar!
$15.00
Call The Village of Michiana, ask for Anne
269-469-4600

IMAGE HOUSE
916 Washington Street
Michigan City, IN 46360

Sharon’s
Nails

(219) 874-9972
Hours
Tues., Wed.,
Thurs., Fri.,
Sat.
10 am-6 pm

Sculptured Nails • Manicures • Pedicures
Deluxe Spa Manicure • French Paraffin Dip
Facial Hair Removal and Eyebrow Arching • Nail Tips
Please notify of cancellation of appointment within 24 hours.
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Adventure Beyond the Familiar in New Brauer Exhibits
In the mood to mix nostalgia with new adventures? Consider Valparaiso University’s Brauer Museum of Art. Found there is art of the dunes, photos
of old U.S. 80 and everything from soup to rocks
— no nuts, though — in various prints and photos
from the permanent collection.
“Sand and Steel: Visions of Our Indiana Shore”
is the featured exhibit. Within it are numerous, excellent examples of what we have come to expect
in views of our area. Dudley and Reed paintings
abound, many of them prime examples of the genre.
But, there also is adventure beyond the familiar.
Vin Hannel has created an almost surreal work
in the painting “Untitled Landscape.” A vibrant tree
and windblown sand off dunetops place us in a powerful, somewhat cryptic presence.
A n o t h e r
painting
imbued with mystical
feeling
is Joseph Tomanek’s “Three
Pines, Indiana
Dunes.” Here,
the direct sun is
masked. Light
now bounces off
the lake, coloring a cloud purple and giving
a tree the presence of a human being. It’s
another world
Joseph Tomanek’s
in our expected
“Three Pines, Indiana Dunes.”
world, another
way of seeing that might color our view the next
time we head to the lake.

David Sander’s “Untitled.”

Art&About
Robert Stanley

Konrad Juestel and David Sander, imposing figures in this area’s art world while alive, drew true
abstraction from the dunes. “Abstraction” is a loosely used term. Technically, it means “works where
shapes and colors are drawn from the “real world”
a bit like jazz or classical music might draw from a
folk melody or song. Both musical and art abstraction then improvise to create a new vision.
(The term for art with no reference to what we
can see is “non-objective,” but both terms often are
used vaguely, creating confusion.)

Konrad Juestel’s “Untitled.”

Juestel’s “Untitled” draws out, or riffs on, the fascinating energy of nature. You can sense the power
in the stabbing strokes of the shore’s sunken trees,
the heavy strokes of the dunes and the light, but dynamic strokes in the sky. The strong color contrast
also conveys dynamism. Sander’s work, also named
“Untitled,” abstracts shape to suggest the power of
nature as he appears to have experienced it.
A wonderful thing about abstract art: being vague
about content, it can be a metaphor. Sander’s piece
might just as well represent a strong, “heavy” mood,
or a feeling of emptiness, or many other things, just
as music without words can bring out emotions
and thoughts. Whatever it’s “about,” it is bold and
strong.
The “Steel” section of “Sand and Steel” also opens
a wide range of emotions to the viewer. There is an
idealized, almost beautiful view of the hard labor
that fell upon the workers in Vin Hannell’s “Steel
Making.” True, the repetitiveness of the work is suggested in the circular composition of this painting.
However, in the bright glow of the open furnace, the
strength and pride of the workers is emphasized, as
your eye is led back to the demanding furnace.
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Revealing the barrenness and toughness of the
steel plant through dark colors and harsh paint
strokes is James Pringle Cook’s “Willow Crest.” The
looming presence of the somber tones nearly snuffs
out the flickering of the furnace flames. Yet, these
flames and the early light of dawn refuse to give in
to the gray. Perhaps this painting carries the idea of
the strength of the human soul.

and with colors most lovely. His was a good idea to
have titled it “Untitled,” since a logical title relating
to steel mills might be impossible. It does do two
things: reveals the artist’s imagination, and gives
viewers something to play with in their minds.
Another exhibit is “American Byways: Selections
from U.S. Highway 80,” photographs by Rebecca
Nolan. Her statement reveals what visitors will see:

James Pringle Cook’s “Willow Crest.”

The largest piece in the room, “Willow Crest”
rightly dominates the exhibit curated by Brauer Director Gregg Hertzlieb. The variety, the contrasts
and the overall hanging of the show convey Hertzlieb’s deft curatorial touch, and provide a type of adventure themselves.
Amid the dark tones and emotions of many of the
steel artworks is an astounding piece of perception.
Abstract beauty, no less, was plucked from the mills
by Louis Dimitroff. His “Untitled” is a dynamic jumble of different shapes, rotating via his composition,

Rebecca Nolan’s “Mobile Highway.”

“Insight into the community and individuals who
have shaped a region and created the character of a
place.” The soft tone, wide angle and composition of
these works create soft, touching feelings.
Among the great finds in the “Prints from the Permanent Collection” (Warhol, Dine, Golub are among
other recognized names) is a Romare Bearden.
Whether you are looking at art through a socialjustice lens or through the broader lens of great art,
Bearden is a standout.
From the social-justice standpoint, Bearden
formed a collective called “Spiral” with other black
Vaino (Vin) Hannell’s “Steel Making.”

Continued on Page 10
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Adventure Beyond Continued from Page 9
artists to take part in the civil rights movement. Bearden
shows the richness of black life
with complexity and multiple
perspectives in his print, “The
Family.” Take in the look and
feel of the everyday surroundings of a black family, of the figure hidden behind a door, of the
textures, of the attitudes of the
figures, shown abstractly, but
emotionally.
There are many more “whys?”
Louis Dimitroff’s “Untitled.”
therein, from a hand almost hidden by its surroundings while still being huge and
powerful, to nature jumping at you through the
window.
Add to this the colors chosen, the textures, the composition, the subconscious — art is created in ways a
simple photo or political statement cannot achieve.
The final exhibit, “Photographs from the Permanent Collection,” has some of the giants of photography, including Steiglitz’s iconic “The Steerage” and
several of Ansel Adams’ views of Yosemite. There is
a delightful surprise in a photo by a little-known
photographer and influential teacher at IIT’s Institute of Design, Joseph Jachna. It is a great example

of the photograph as art. Most
of us see slag as slag. Jachna,
however, using camera and
darkroom techniques, abstracts
beautiful lines and shapes from
the everyday in “Foam and
Rocks, Slough Gundy.”
Indeed, nostalgia mingles
with adventure. The pleasant
exists next to the exciting. The
museum’s winter exhibits are a
fine adventure.
(Visit www.valpo.edu/brauermuseum-of-art/ for more details.)

Romare Bearden’s “The Family.”

Media
Chest

SUITE DREAMS ARE MADE OF THESE

Wyatt Daybed
with scrolling metal
and brown cherry stained finish

Nightstand
Dresser
and
Mirror

Queen Bed
with posts
Prentice Queen Bed with Storage Footboard, Dresser, Mirror and
Nightstand in bright white with satin nicklel color hardware

Chest

TV stand
with
fireplace
option
Trinell Full Panel Bed
with underbed storage option in a
rustic plank finish over replicated
oak grain

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
Media Chest

1106 E US HWY 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035
Mon. - Friday. 9:30 - 6, Sat. 9 - 6 Sunday 12 - 4

Nightstand
Chest
Dresser and Mirror with fireplace option

Mattresses to ﬁt every bed and budget by Therapedic, Tommy Bahama and US Bedding

Chest
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Michele Cihak
219-861-2073
michelecihak@yahoo.com

Bring Your Swimsuit, Sunglasses and Flip-Flops…
TURN KEY!

3900 Ponchartrain Drive
New Buffalo, MI
$1,699,000

JUST A FEW STEPS to
deeded beach await this
Spectacular Prairie Style
home designed by architect
Jerome Hyndman and
built by Steve Glidden in
1992. The Prairie School
architectural inﬂuences
include wide overhangs,
corner windows &
horizontal trim details.

Over 4,000 sq. ft. total in
both the main house &
guest house. 6 bedrooms
and 5½ baths of living
space. In-ground swimming
pool are also included on
these 3 lots. Open ﬂoorplan,
wood burning ﬁreplace,
master suite with master
bath, 2-car detached garage
& parking for up to 8-9 cars.
This custom home features
large ﬂowing rooms that will
make entertaining a breeze.
Come take a look in this truly
unique home with SUPER
LOCATION and start making
a lifetime of great memories.
This home is offered TURN
KEY!

BEACH OFFICE
1026 N. Karwick Rd.
Michigan City, IN 46360
219-871-0001

• Each Ofﬁce Independently Owned and Operated
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Dune Country Attractions: Lake Michigan Modern
Editor’s note — This column by Jim Morrow, sponsored by Partners in Preservation, highlights the area’s historic structures.

Built on Ski Hill Road in the early 1930s, shortly
lintels also are exposed to the interior of the house.
after the closing of the Ogden Dunes Ski Jump, the
Besides the lintels and brick that outline the entry
Lutz home at 15 Ski Hill Drive used the popular Euand arched window, there is no other built-in decoropean cottage style, its decorative attributes often
rative elements on the elevation.
described as “Swiss chalet.”
The rugged and rustic elements are further enThe house is one
hanced by the use of
of five homes in the
a Dutch door set into
neighborhood
dethe arched opening.
signed in a similar
In the home’s interimanner. It is believed
or, the first-floor ceilthe architect was
ing is wood-paneled,
Harry Howe Bentwhile the second floor
ley of Ravinia, Ill.,
has a vaulted ceiling
who built an identiwith wood beams and
cal home at 5 Lupine
wood-ceiling panels.
Lane. An article in
The floors on the upThe New York Herald
per level are planked
Tribune on March 15,
wood.
1931, described this
While viewing the
The Lutz home in Ogden Dunes.
building, which is
house, take time to
identical to the Lutz House, and named Bentley as
notice the view near the crest of Ski Hill Road. In
the architect.
the late 1920s, a ski jump was constructed with the
The two-story house was built into the slope of the
intent to attract international ski competitions. The
fixed dune (a dune held from shifting by the plantstructure was the result of the forming of the Ogden
ing of trees, grass and shrubbery). The house is reDunes Ski Club of Chicago, which was comprised
cessed into the side of the dune so the lower story
of Norwegian Americans looking to continue their
of the front elevation, and the rear elevation of the
old world sport locally. The slide was built of wood
second story, are at ground level. Features include
placed upon a foundation of concrete with a steel
many windows and a large fireplace in the secondframe. It was 590 feet long and 30 stories tall. The
floor great room. The lower level includes the main
first meet was held Jan. 22, 1928, and immediately
entry door, as well as bedrooms, bath and utilities.
encountered the problem that would plague the ski
The home has a rugged-rustic, sturdy appearance.
jump for its entire existence: a lack of snow.
According to the original blueprint, the west end —
In 1931, a competition was held that attracted
the western three bays — and the stones placed on
15,000 spectators. To make the tournament possithe corner buttresses appear to be a later addition to
ble, the organizers had to bring in 325 truckloads of
original construction. The walls and foundation are
wet snow. In 1932, another international competiboth constructed using concrete blocks. The walls
tion was challenged by the lack of snow. This would
are only one block deep, and the blocks are left exbe the last year for competition, and the creditors
posed on the structure’s interior. The windows are
dismantled the jump and sold it to a ski group in
metal casement, including a metal sash, and most
Fox Lake, Ill.
of the window openings contain a wood lintel. These
It later burnt down.

UV
10

High
Reduce sun exposure and apply
window film

Protect your home furnishings with window film.
All Films Reduce 99% UV

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING
(219) 363-9367
4scott2tint@gmail.com • ascottwindowtinting.com

• COMPLETE
REMODELING

• NEW
CONSTRUCTION

• ROOM
ADDITIONS

• 4 SEASON
ROOMS

• SIDING

• CONCRETE

• DECKS
• GARAGES

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

• MASONRY
• FLOORING
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QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED
REASONABLE

6RWRZKDWSRLQWGRWKHODNHIURQW
UHVLGHQWVLQ/RQJ%HDFKRZQ
DORQJ/DNHVKRUH5RDG"
6HFWLRQUXQVDORQJ/DNH0LFKLJDQLQ/RQJ
%HDFK$OOWKHODNHIURQWORWVDUHLQ6HFWLRQ
7KHQRUWKHUO\OLQHRI6HFWLRQLVGHVFULEHG
E\ZKDWLVFDOOHGD³PHDQGHUOLQH´$PHDQGHU
OLQHLVDZD\IRUDVXUYH\RUWRLQGLFDWHWKDWWKH
SURSHUW\OLQHLVWKHDFWXDOHGJH RUPLGGOHLI
LWLVDVWUHDPRUULYHU RIVRPHERG\RIZDWHU
FUHHNULYHUODNH WKDWPRYHV

Practicing attorney for over 45 years
Concentrating in estate planning
Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois
LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street
Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360
Website: mvrileylaw.com

'ULYH
KRPHWKH
VDYLQJV
-LP(ULNVVRQ$JHQW
-RKQVRQ5RDG
0LFKLJDQ&LW\,1
%XV
MLPHULNVVRQJ\[T#VWDWHIDUPFRP

&DUDQGKRPHFRPER
&RPELQH\RXUKRPHRZQHUV
DQGFDUSROLFLHVDQGVDYH
ELJWLPH
/LNHDJRRGQHLJKERU
6WDWH)DUPLVWKHUH
&$//0(72'$<

6RPHZKHUHDORQJWKHOLQHWKHORFDO
PXQLFLSDOLW\GHFLGHGWRLQWHUSUHW6HFWLRQ¶V
³PHDQGHUOLQH´DVDQDEVROXWHGH¿QLWLRQRIWKH
QRUWKHUO\OLQHRI6HFWLRQ7KDWVWDUWHGDORQJ
GLVFXVVLRQRIZKHWKHUWKHRZQHUVDORQJWKH
ODNHRZQHGMXVWXSWRWKHPHDQGHUOLQHZKLFK
LVYHU\FORVHWR/DNH6KRUH'ULYHRUZKHWKHU
WKH\RZQHGWRVRPHSRLQWQRUWKRIWKH6HFWLRQ
PHDQGHUOLQH
7KHVXUYH\RUVZHUHSX]]OHGE\WKHZKROH
GLVFXVVLRQVLQFHWKH\XQGHUVWRRGZKDWD
PHDQGHUOLQHLV%XWWKH&LUFXLW&RXUWLQWKH
*XQQHUVRQFDVHUXOHGWKDWQRRQHFRXOG
GHWHUPLQHZKHUHWKHQRUWKHUO\HGJHRI6HFWLRQ
LV1RKHOSWKHUH
7KH$SSHDOV&RXUWLQ*XQQHUVRQUHYHUVHG
WKHFLUFXLWFRXUWE\VD\LQJWKHQRUWKHUO\HGJH
RI6HFWLRQLVWKHHGJHRIWKHZDWHURI/DNH
0LFKLJDQWKDWWKHSHRSOHRQWKHQRUWKVLGHRI
/DNHVKRUH'ULYHRZQWRWKHHGJHRIWKHZDWHUV
RI/DNH0LFKLJDQZKHUHYHUWKDWLVRQDJLYHQ
GD\
-XVWUHPHPEHUWKDWWKH$SSHDOV&RXUWDOVR
VDLGWKDWSULYDWHRZQHUVKLS MXVSULYDWXP 
WRWKHHGJHRI/DNH0LFKLJDQDVLWPRYHVLV
VXEMHFWWRWKHSXEOLF¶VULJKWV MXVSXEOLFXP WR
XVHWKHVKRUHDORQJWKHHGJHRIWKHODNH
7KLQNDERXWZKDWWKDWODVWSDUDJUDSKPHDQVLQ
SUDFWLFH



6WDWH)DUP0XWXDO$XWRPRELOH,QVXUDQFH&RPSDQ\
6WDWH)DUP,QGHPQLW\&RPSDQ\6WDWH)DUP)LUHDQG&DVXDOW\&RPSDQ\
6WDWH)DUP*HQHUDO,QVXUDQFH&RPSDQ\
%ORRPLQJWRQ,/

Dan Coffey

O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com
W: www.remaxhc.com

harbor country

•
•
•
•

,QVWHDGRIPHDVXULQJDORQJWKHHGJHRIWKH
FUHHNRUODNHDVLWLVRQWKHGD\WKHVXUYH\
LVEHLQJGRQHWKHVXUYHU\RUPDUNVRIIDOLQH
QHDUWKHZDWHUDQGVD\V³\RXRZQHYHU\WKLQJ
EHWZHHQWKHPHDQGHUOLQH ZKLFKGRHVQRW
PRYH DQGWKHZDWHUZKHUHYHUWKHZDWHULVRQ
DQ\JLYHQGD\´
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Lubeznik Center Spring Classes

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984
www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6
t
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We Welcome ALL
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Glass Replacement

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Add-Ons

• Custom Painting

• Body Kits

• Detailing

• Restorations

• A/C

See us on

Local family owned business with over
25 years experience

WALL

Constructors, LLC

• Design
• New
Construction
• Additions
• Renovations
• Residential
• Commercial

Four Generations of Quality Construction
117 West Seventh Street Michigan City, IN 46360
219-879-8291
Fax 219-879-8211 email: wallconstructors@sbcglobal.net

Open registration is under way for Lubeznik Center for the Arts’ spring offerings for children, teens
and adults.
Weekly classes are available for those looking to
develop new skills, as well as workshops designed
to flex creative muscles. Classes fill quickly, so early
registration is encouraged.
Visual Arts
Adult classes for 16 and older
in painting, drawing and photography are available.
Discover a broad range of
concepts, strategies and processes in “Abstract Painting”
with Jay Zerbe. For those who
completed the class, “Abstract
Painting II” is available. Other
classes include “Photography”
with George Kassal, “Drawing Bootcamp” for artists of all levels and the new
“Drawing II,” both with Michelle Wiser.
Young Artists
Classes target youth 7-12, including “Cookies &
Canvas” with Dori Huber and the new “Painting &
Drawing with the Masters” with Alicia Rutzen.
Parents can pre-register for Kids Summer
Camps: “Inspired by Nature” on July 10-21 and
“STEAM: Science, Technology, Art and Math” on
July 31-Aug. 4.
The Michigan City Public Art Committee directs
a certain amount of money towards its Children’s
Scholarship Fund that supports art classes for children in Michigan City. The scholarship is for residents ages 5-18. The process includes a simple onepage application found at www.lubeznikcenter.org.
Workshops
Single-session workshops are available.
Photographer George Kassal will present two new
workshops: “Digital Camera Orientation” for the
beginning digital photographer and “Photographing
Your Artwork” for artists looking to gain knowledge
on preparing digital images for documentation.
Participants looking to create original jewelry
can take the new “Beaded Necklace” workshop with
Sam Lakin. “Fused Glass” with Twyla Butler will
introduce students to the fundamentals of glass
fusing, creating a tile and jewelry. The new offering
“Felted Vessel” with Brenda Hutchings teaches wet
felting techniques using merino wool fibers.
Family Workshop
Families with children 6 and older can participate in “Felted Wishing Stones” with Hutchings.
Using wet felting techniques with colorful wool roving, each participant creates their own wish stone.
Visit lubeznikcenter.org or call (219) 874-4900 for
a full listing, to register or for more details. Lubeznik
Center is located at 101 W. Second St.
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FEBRUARY 11TH

DONATE TO CHARITY • BREAKFAST • SHOPPING
Join Rittenhouse Village At Michigan City for our 8th Annual Valentine’s Bazaar & Breakfast! Enjoy a breakfast
from Chef Andersen before you shop our 25 different vendors all while getting a feel of life at Rittenhouse
Village! Vendors range from tupperware, candles, home-made jewelry, arts and crafts, character drawing and
one of a kind baked goods. All proceeds from the booth rentals, the bake sale, and breakfast will
go to the Alzheimer’s & Dementia Services of Northern Indiana!
8:30am - 9:30am: Breakfast (quiche, sausage & fruit) tickets sold at the door for $6.00
9:00am - 1:00pm: Vendor booths open for shopping

RSVP BY FEBRUARY 9TH AT 219.872.6800

4300 Cleveland Ave. Michigan City, IN 46360
219.872.6800 • RittenhouseVillages.com
Independent Living Assisted Living Memory Care

3ULFHVSODQVSURJUDPVDQGVSHFL¿FDWLRQVVXEMHFWWRFKDQJHRUZLWKGUDZDOZLWKRXWQRWLFH9RLG
ZKHUHSURKLELWHGE\ODZ'LVFRYHU\6HQLRU/LYLQJ590&

FOLLOW

US!

Managed and Operated by
National Award Winning
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LP Service League Performance
The community is invited to the closing performance of La Porte Service League’s annual play,
“The Top Job!,” at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4, at La
Porte High School’s auditorium.
The play, which features a backdrop of the New
York City skyline, was presented to more than 4,300
area school children through performances that began Jan. 30.

POSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique
109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117
269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

Cheer Up!
Hot Chocolate/Hot Finds
Winter Storewide Discounts
Premium Labels/Superb Consignors
Taking Spring Consignments * Appointments Appreciated

)/(0,1*721
&216758&7,21
Quality custom homes and remodeling
4XDOLW\FXVWRPKRPHVDQGUHPRGHOLQJ

Design/build services available
'HVLJQEXLOGVHUYLFHVDYDLODEOH

A proven local builder
$SURYHQORFDOEXLOGHU

Focus
on green/energy
)RFXVRQJUHHQHQHUJ\
HIILFLHQWFRQVWUXFWLRQ
efﬁcient
construction


6WUXFWXUDO,QVXODWHG3DQHOV

Structural
Insulated Panels6,3V
(SIPs)


.HYLQ)OHPLQJWRQ2ZQHU
Kevin
Flemington, Owner


SKRQHID[
219.878.7117
phone

866.590.2259 fax
NHYLQ#IOHPLQJWRQFRQVWUXFWLRQFRP
ZZZIOHPLQJWRQFRQVWUXFWLRQFRP

kevin@ﬂemingtonconstruction.com
www.ﬂemingtonconstruction.com

Actresses in the La Porte Service League play include (from front left)
Emily Rees, Deb Ault, Sheryl Edwards (seated) and Liliana Ake. The back
row is (from left) Jaunda Kneller, Sandy Gleim and Beth Mann.

Emily Rees directed the 83rd production, with vocal assistance by Nanda Danitschek. Robin Moyer
Chung wrote the play and lyrics, with music by Brian Feinstein. The musical is about a third-grader
named Jenna who is embarrassed about her dad’s
work, as he “just changes light bulbs.” Little does
Jenna know, he changes the bulbs in the most exciting buildings in New York City, such as the Empire
State Building. Her classmates, who initially think
their parents’ jobs are the best, eventually realize
Jenna’s dad has the greatest job of all.
League members serving as actresses include:
Jenna – Sheryl Edwards; Jenna’s Dad – Deb Ault;
Teddy – Rees; Miss Stiffle – Sandy Gleim; Mary –
Liliana Ake; John – Beth Mann; and Kyle – Jaunda
Kneller.
Extra characters will come out of the audience to
join the cast in a couple of scenes.
“There are two great morals to the story,” Rees
said. “Don’t judge a book by its cover, and telling the
truth is always the best way to proceed.”
Audience members are welcome to interact and
show their excitement during the show. Theatergoers can take pictures with cast members and get a
closer look at the stage after the performance.
The suggested donation is $1 for adults and 50
cents for children. If weather forces cancellation,
that information will be shared on the League web
site at www.laporteserviceleague.com/play or on its
Facebook page.
The La Porte Service League play has been presented since Hallie Fox founded the organization in
1932. The annual production is a year-long project,
and each of the active members is required to spend
at least 15 hours working on it.
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Paying Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.

Springfield Elementary School kindergarten teachers Shannon Cicero, Missy Wise and Angie Clemens created a special wall display in honor of Martin
Luther King Jr. The wall features student handprints, messages about peace and student interpretation of King’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech.

Duneland Beach Inn
Inn · Restaurant · Bar
Casual Fine Dining

One night stay in a Jacuzzi

Duneland Beach Inn
Inn · Restaurant · Bar
Casual Fine Dining

and

Suite and a romantic dinner for
Two for $275! Standard room
and dinner for $250*!

7 for $11

Show your undying love and book this

Sunday through Thursday

romantic package for two and let us make

Fried Chicken Dinner
Pork Tenderloin & Linguine
Shrimp & Vegetable Risotto
Fish ‘n Chips
Prime Rib Pot Pie
Chicken Marsala
Lasagna Bolognese

your weekend one to remember! Book to
stay February 10th thru February 14th and
receive a $100 Gift Certificate for dinner in
CARMELIFFFFZECARMELIZED PEAR SALADD PEAR SALAD
our intimate
restaurant
TURKEY
ROASTED
GRAVY & now!
DRESSING
Call and make your reservations
1-800-423-7729
*Price doesHnotCinclude
tax orRgratuity
RANBERRY
ELISH
SWEET POTATOE CASSEROLE

Brunch served 10:00 a.m.- 2 p.m. at Jimmy’s Bar
Sunday and Monday

3311 Pottawattamie Trail (Stop 33)
Michigan City IN
www.dunelandbeachinn.com
(800) 423-7729

Duneland Inn
3311 Pottawattamie Trl
Michigan City In
800.423.7729

Jimmy’s
18529 Harbor Country Dr.
New Buffalo, MI
269.469.2100

THE

Page 18

February 2, 2017

“La La Land” Feeling the Love From Academy Voters
by Andrew Tallackson

Movie reviews penned by me have appeared in
(Octavia Spencer) and Best Adapted Screenplay. No
newsprint going on 30 years now, dating back to my
Best Actress nod for Taraji P. Henson is unacceptstint as a teen critic for The Post-Tribune.
able, but that field of candidates contains heavy hitNo other film has generated more divisive feedters like Meryl Streep and Natalie Portman. Tough
back than “La La Land.” Its champions admire the
competition.
something old-something new technique. Its detracSurprising is the six nominations for “Hacksaw
tors are vehement in their displeasure. The leads
Ridge,” including a Best Director nod for Mel Gibhave no chemistry. They can’t sing or dance. It’s not
son. A good film. Likely the most violent anti-war
a true-blue musical. The conclusion stinks.
film ever. “Saving Private Ryan” is day-care fodder
A post on my facebook page soliciting input from
by comparison. And Gibson has been a Hollywood
friends was divided right
pariah since that 2006 police
down the middle of that lovearrest. The nominations could
hate relationship.
be Hollywood’s olive branch to
But that’s the beauty of art.
the once box-office golden boy.
It lends itself to interpretaIn the Supporting Actor/
tion. Not everyone agrees on
Actress categories, a few
it...nor should they. Art by
pleasant surprises: Dev Patel
its very nature inspires disand Nicole Kidman for their
course, and how invigorating
heartbreaking work in “Lion,”
is it that a movie can prompt
and especially Mahershala Ali
such agree-to-disagree banter
for his deeply compassionate
between friends?
presence in “Moonlight” as the
With 14 nominations, tying
only positive male role model
for the all-time record shared
for a troubled, deeply unhapby “Titanic” and “All About
py child.
Eve,” “La La Land” enters the
A perennial favorite of
Oscar race as the odds-on famine, composer Thomas Newvorite. However, will it be a
man (“The Shawshank Reclean sweep? Not likely.
demption”), scored his 14th
A colleague argues “La La
nomination, this time for his
Land” is a picture designed
striking work in the mudto win Oscars, its appeal didled sci-fi drama “Passenrected primarily at critics. Yes
gers.” He’ll likely walk away
and no. As someone who went
empty-handed — always the
to film school and took a class
bridesmaid — because he’s up
The 14 nominations for “La La Land” equal the record
shared by “Titanic” and “All About Eve.”
devoted to the musical genre,
against “La La Land.”
I get what “La La Land” is trying to achieve. It is
Which gets us to The Beacher’s second “Beat the
not parody, satire nor camp, but the magical with a
Editor” contest. Last year was our inaugural effort,
dash of reality. Those desiring a more straightforand we had a wonderful response from readers.
ward musical, one that follows the conventions of
Our winner was Long Beach’s Pat Cannon, and our
musical theater, are likely to be disappointed.
reigning champion is permitted to compete again.
But what’s impressive about the slate of nominees
So you have him to contend with...and me. Feeling
for the 89th annual ceremony is how balanced it is.
pretty confident this year, having seen most of this
This batch of Oscar hopefuls not only reflects a nod
year’s nominees.
to individuals of color — the Best Adapted ScreenSpecial thanks to Fiddlehead, which is this year’s
play category, in fact, contains three black screensponsor and will provide the $30 gift certificate to
writers — but a wealth of deserving films. For the
the contest winner.
first time in ages, you’d be hard pressed to fault the
The Oscar ceremony is Sunday, Feb. 26. The colnominees. Not too many glaring omissions. Sure,
umn with my predictions will appear in the Thursthere always are performers or films that deserve
day, Feb. 23, edition. Because we go to press early
the recognition — a Best Actress nod for Rachel
with each Beacher, your submissions are due by
Weisz’s powerful presence in “Denial” might have
noon Friday, Feb. 17. Check out the ballot for all the
been nice — but this year is a case where, more ofspecifics. It will appear again in the Feb. 9 edition,
ten than not, Academy voters got it right.
so make sure you submit your choices to us ASAP.
Most satisfying is the three nominations for “HidLet the guessing game begin!
den Figures”: Best Picture, Best Supporting Actress
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com
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$QGWKH1RPLQHHV$UH
PICTURE
T“Arrival”
T“Fences”
T“Hacksaw Ridge”
T“Hell or High Water”
T“Hidden Figures”
T“La La Land”
T“Manchester by the Sea”
T “Moonlight”
ACTRESS
TIsabelle Huppert, “Elle”
TRuth Negga, “Loving”
TNatalie Portman, “Jackie”
TEmma Stone, “La La Land”
TMeryl Streep,
“Florence Foster Jenkins”
ADAPTED
SCREENPLAY
T“Arrival”
T“Fences”
T“Hidden Figures”
T“Lion”
T“Moonlight”
SCREENPLAY
T“Hell or High Water”
T“La La Land”
T“The Lobster”
T“Manchester by the Sea”
T“20th Century Women”

DIRECTOR
TDenis Villeneuve, “Arrival”
TMel Gibson, “Hacksaw Ridge”
TDamien Chazelle, “La La Land”
n, “Manchester by the Sea”
TKenneth Lonergan,
oonlight”
TBarry Jenkins, “Moonlight”
ACTOR
TCasey Afﬂeck, “Manchester by the Sea”
TAndrew Garﬁeld, “Hacksaw Ridge”
TRyan Gosling, “La La Land”
TViggo Mortensen, “Captain Fantastic”
TDenzel Washington, “Fences”
SUPPORTING ACTOR
TMahershala Ali,
“Moonlight”
TJeff Bridges,
“Hell or High Water”
TLucas Hedges,
“Manchester by the Sea”
TDev Patel,
“Lion”
TMichael Shannon,
“Nocturnal Animals”
SUPPORTING ACTRESS
TViola Davis, “Fences”
TNaomie Harris, “Moonlight”
TNicole Kidman, “Lion”
TOctavia Spencer, “Hidden Figures”
TMichelle Williams,
“Manchester by the Sea”

5XOHVIRU7KH%HDFKHU·V%HDWWKH(GLWRU&RQWHVW
Check one box in each category. Only one entry per person. Entries from
Beacher employees will not be accepted. Forms can be dropped off at The
Beacher or submitted by mail to: The Beacher, Attn: Oscar Contest, 911
Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360. Only scanned copies will be allowed
by fax to (219) 879-8070 or email to drew@thebeacher.com. The deadline is
noon Friday, Feb. 17. Editor Andrew Tallackson’s picks will appear in the
Feb. 23 edition. Those who beat his picks will be placed into a drawing to
win a gift certiﬁcate to Fiddlehead and AMC movie passes. If no one beats
him, readers with the most correct picks will be placed into the drawing.
The winner will be revealed in the March 9 edition.

1DPH
&LW\7RZQ
3KRQH1XPEHU

:LQDJLIW
FHUWLÀFDWHWR
)LGGOHKHDG
PRYLHSDVVHV
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Clapton Tribute Band Benefit

CAYA Bowl-a-Thon

A “Music in the City” concert featuring Journeyman — A Tribute to Eric Clapton is at 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 10, at Blue Chip Casino’s Stardust Event Center.
The performance, for a 21-and-older audience because of the venue, will benefit Michigan City Area
Schools athletic programs.
Journeyman is led by
Chicago-area singer/songwriter/guitarist
Shaun
Hague. At 17, he was
named “The Best Young
Blues Guitarist” by The
House of Blues. By 21,
he was playing guitar for
Kenny Wayne Shepherd.
His career also has seen
him share the stage with
Amos Lee, John Waite and Terra Naomi, performing on “Tonight With Jay Leno” and sitting in with
John Fogerty.
In honor of his biggest musical influence, Eric
Clapton, Hague has been making waves with his
“Journeyman” show, which features Robert Monroe (keys/vocals), Andy Taylor (drums) and Sheldon
Dukes (bass).
Tickets, which are $10 and $25, are available at
Ticketmaster.com or at the Blue Chip Gift Box.

Family Advocates will host its third Annual CAYA
Bowl-a-Thon on Saturday, Feb. 18, at City Lanes,
1901 S. Woodland Ave.
This year’s theme is “Agents of Change.” Teams
must pre-register by Feb. 10 to participate with a
minimum $25 pledge, or pay $30 at the door. A prize
goes to the individual who raises the most pledges.
The traveling trophy goes to the team that turns in
the highest amount of pledges.
Team captains can pre-register at www.lpfamilyadvocates.com. There also are event, lane and Tshirt sponsorship opportunities.
Call (219) 324-3385 for more details.

Treadmill-A-Thon
Anytime Fitness, 4112 Franklin St., will host
Treadmill-A-Thon to benefit the Multiple Myeloma
Research Foundation from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 8.
Anyone interested can buy 15-minute time slots
on a treadmill for a minimum $10 donation. Multiple, consecutive slots can be purchased if people
want to run or walk for longer than 15 minutes.
Stop by the club during staffed hours or call (219)
878-8400 to reserve a slot. Additional information is
available at www.themmrf.org

3KRWRRIWKH:HHN&RQWHVW
+HOS8V&DSWXUH/LIH
$ORQJWKH%HDFK
6QDSDKLJKUHVROXWLRQSKRWRRID
IULHQGRUIDPLO\PHPEHUSODFH
HYHQWHYHQWKHEHDXWLIXOVFHQHU\
,QFOXGHWKHGD\WLPHDQGORFDWLRQ
RIWKHSKRWR
6XEPLWWKHSKRWRWR7KH%HDFKHU
E\SPHDFK:HGQHVGD\:H·OO
FRQWDFW\RXE\SP7KXUVGD\
LIWKHSKRWRLVFKRVHQWRDSSHDU
LQDQXSFRPLQJHGLWLRQ
(PDLOKLJKUHVROXWLRQSKRWRVWRGUHZ#WKHEHDFKHUFRP
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People Engaged in Preservation Receives Grant for Book Project

Dottie Rosenbaum, People Engaged in Preservation president,
accepts the award certificate in Indianapolis from John Herbst,
Indiana Historical Society president and CEO.

An Indiana Heritage Support Grant will permit
People Engaged in Preservation to publish a book
that features the histories of properties included in
its Candlelight Tours from 1996 to 2016.
The $10,670 grant is made possible by Lily Endowment. PEP was one of 17 organizations across
the state recognized with IHS’s second round of
grants.
In addition to the histories, PEP’s book will include chapters on the evolution of architectural
styles in La Porte, La Porte architects, historic preservation and a brief history of La Porte. It will include Candlelight Tour drawings by Don Bowman,
photos and maps. Bowman, an artist and landscape

architect, has done the sketches on all tour properties since 1996. Among his achievements as landscape architect are the master plans for the U.S.
Naval Academy campus in Annapolis, Md., and for
the Marine Barracks in Washington, D.C.
La Porte County Historian Fern Eddy Schultz
will assisting the project as researcher and editor.
Proceeds from the project will support historicpreservation efforts and education in La Porte.
While PEP is known for its Candlelight Tour —
a popular annual event that includes tours of five
private homes, live music and refreshments — the
organization remains active year-round.
The group has purchased and renovated two historic buildings, saving them from demolition. It advocated for passage of an ordinance mandating a
60-day waiting period before demolition. It provides
active support of local designation for single sites
and historic districts. In addition, the organization
sponsors seminars and workshops on topics of historic preservation.

A home at 1501 Michigan Ave. in La Porte once featured
on the Candlelight Tour.

Professional auto body repair
hassle-free insurance claim experts
free pick-up & delivery
16153 red arrow highway . union pier . michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com
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Valentine Display

Winter Fest

It’s that time of year when La Porte County Historical Society displays its vast collection of vintage
valentines.

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore will celebrate
the winter season with a variety of indoor and outdoor activities Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 4-5.
Locations are throughout the park, as well as
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49,
Porter, and the Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Education on Lake Street in Gary’s Miller
Beach neighborhood.
The schedule is:
Saturday
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center
• Winter Crafts — all day.
• Snowshoe Hike — 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. A limited
number of snowshoes are available.
• Pinhook Bog Hike — 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
• Winter at Chellberg Hike — 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.
• Shelf Ice Bus Tour — 1 to 3 p.m.
• Winter Survival Program — 1:30 to 3 p.m.
• “North America: Winter at Yellowstone” movie —
2 to 3:30 p.m.
• Dune Ridge Sunset Hike — 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Paul H. Douglas Center
• Cross Country Skiing — 9 to 10:30 a.m. A limited
number of skis are available.
• Snowshoe Hike — 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. A limited
number of snowshoes are available.
• Winter Birding Hike — 1 to 2 p.m.
• Winter Ecology program — 2:30 to 4 p.m.
Sunday
Indiana Dunes Visitor Center
• Winter Crafts for Kids — all day.
• Snowshoe Hike — 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. A limited
number of snowshoes are available.
• Shelf Ice Bus Tour — 9 to 11 a.m.
• Dune Ridge Hike — 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
• Pinhook Bog Hike — 1 to 3 p.m.
• Winter Survival Program — 2 to 3 p.m.
• “America’s Best Idea: Kenai Fjords” movie — 3 to
4:30 p.m.
• Dune Ridge Sunset Hike — 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Call (219) 395-1882, or visit www.nps.gov/indu
and www.facebook.com/IndianaDunesNL for additional information.

Some of the vintage valentines on display at the museum.

On display through February in period rooms
at the museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., the valentines
include paper-lace cutouts with romantic sayings,
three-dimensional stand-up cards and many colorful, nostalgic images.
New this year, volunteers have created a game
that involves matching numbers with love songs
portrayed in the exhibit. The game paper is available at the front desk.
Valentine reproductions are for sale in the museum gift shop. Some of the images come from the
Historical Society archives.
Also, the Historical Society again is collecting
stories of “The Great Loves of La Porte County.”
Anyone who would like to share his/her love story
should fill out a form at the museum.
Call (219) 324-6767 or visit www.laportecountyhistory.org for more details.

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country
New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA
of Long Beach

CARRY-OUT OR
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE
valuable coupon

28 Years of

i

a

Name & Address

____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number:

____________________

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS
Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA
www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

Expo Charity Kickoff
The Builders Association of La Porte County has
teamed with United Way for a Home & Lifestyle
Expo Charity Kickoff from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday, Feb.
3, at Blue Chip Casino Event Center.
The event, called “Building La Porte County Community,” features a buffet dinner, cash bar, entertainment and prizes. It will provide a first glimpse
of the Lifestyle Show on March 5-6 at Blue Chip.
Tickets are $35, with all proceeds aiding United
Way of La Porte County. Visit www.balc.org for reservations and more information.
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Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:
• Teen Library Council from 4 to 5 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 2, in the Thomas Library Bertha Wood Meeting Room, 200 W. Indiana Ave.,
Chesterton.
Teens in grades 6-12 can recommend library programs, books and other programs for Teen Services.
Community service hours are available.
• Chesterton Writing Group at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 2, in the Thomas Library Bertha Wood Meeting Room.
The group is open to adult writers – fiction or
nonfiction — of all levels, whether published or unpublished. Attendees share their work and learn
about publishing.
• “How to Get Organized and Stay That Way”
from 3 to 4 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3, at the Chesterton High School Media Center, 2125 S. 11th St.
The library is sponsoring the program by Wendy
Taddeucci, a certified professional organizer from
Simply Organized LLC.

• Children’s Sensory Friendly Movie: “The
Secret Life of Pets” at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
4, at the Baugher Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave.,
Chesterton.
Captions will be turned on, lights turned up,
sound turned down and attendees invited to get up,

“Your wood floor specialist”

HULTMAN FLOORING, INC.
• Design • Installation • Refinishing
You Are Invited to Stop By Our
Studio & Browse Through Our Wide
Variety of Wood Flooring Selections

dance, walk or shout. Children also can take fidget
toys or assistive devices.
• Knitting Together from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 5, at Westchester Township History Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.
Area knitters, and those who crochet or do needlework, are invited.
• Popular Books, “The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court,” at 2 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 6, in the Thomas Library Bertha
Wood Meeting Room.
Extra copies of the book are available for checkout at Thomas Library.
• Bits & Bytes series, Intro to Facebook,
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 7, and 1 to 3 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 9, in the Thomas Library Serials/Automation Department.
Registration is required by visiting or calling the
IT Department at (219) 926-7696, or registering at
www.wpl.lib.in.us. Click on the Bits & Bytes link.
• Pokemon League from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at Thomas Library.
The program is aimed at children in first grade
and older. Attendees learn to make decks of 60 cards.
They don’t need to take anything unless wanting to
take a starter pack of cards.
• Mad About Mysteries at 2 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 8, at Westchester Township History Museum.
Valparaiso author Ruth Foster, who writes under
the pen name Ellen Foster, will introduce her new
book, “King Richard’s Sword”
• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. Wednesdays in the Thomas Library Bertha Wood Meeting Room.
Aimed at children in third grade and older, attendees learn beginning crochet from Sadie
Steciuch. Children should take a size G crochet
hook and skein of medium weight yarn. Class size is
limited, and registration is required by calling (219)
926-7696.

ACCESS MOBILITY
WHEELCHAIR SHOP
FAITHFULLY SERVING THE
NEEDS OF THE HANDICAPPED
Stairlifts, Porch Lifts, & Vehicle Lifts

(219) 926-1966
35 E. Hwy. 20 • Porter
Old world craftsmanship for new world concepts
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL WOOD FLOORING ASSOCIATION

DAVE LEWIS
President

1-888-201-5223
Phone 219-872-5804
Fax 219-872-5814
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“Take a Closer Look” Exhibit

New Lubeznik Center Exhibits

The public has until Friday, Feb. 3, to view a new
photographic exhibit at Valparaiso University’s
Center for the Arts.
“Take a Closer Look” features closeups of places
and things, all of which are at least 30 years old and
from a dozen Porter County communities.
The photos, shot by area photographers, were part
of a year-long campaign by Indiana Dunes Tourism to celebrate the 2016 milestone anniversaries:
the Indiana bicentennial, National Park Service
centennial, state parks centennial, Porter County
Museum centennial, Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 50th anniversary and Indiana Dunes Tourism
30th anniversary.
The exhibit is in the lobby of the center, 1709
Chapel Drive.

Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.,
will host a First Friday reception for its new exhibits, “Seeking Location: Mapping & Borders in Art”
and “Origins | Inspired to Inspire,” from 5 to 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 3.
The reception is free, with lite bites and a cash
bar planned.
“Seeking Location” is a 12-artist exhibit that investigates issues of location and dislocation. Borders and boundaries, while always arbitrary and
constantly shifting, now must contend with geopolitical spheres of influence and cultural orientations
that go beyond geography.
The artists are: Tom Brand, Michele Corazzo,
Hector Duarte, Gary Duehr, Ruth Esserman, Victoria Fuller, Deidre Lewin, Priscilla Lynch, Dan Mills,
Michael Ryan, Joel Sheesley and Mel Watkin. The
exhibit, on display in the Hyndman, Brincka/Cross
and Susan Block galleries, runs through June 3.
In the NIPSCO Art Education Studios is “Inspired to Inspire,” an annual show featuring artwork by Michigan City Area Schools art teachers. It
runs through March 18.
Also opening in the NIPSCO Studios is Area Artists Association member Carole Stodder and acrylicon-canvas wall hangings from her series, “Origins.”
It runs through Feb. 24.
In conjunction with the “Seeking Location” exhibit, a curator-led gallery talk is from noon to 1
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 11. Then, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.,
families can participate in a hands-on workshop
and gallery tour led by Education Director Hannah
Hammond-Hagman. Both events are free.
Visit lubeznikcenter.org or call (219) 874-4900 for
more details.

Fernwood Botanical Garden
The Yoga program “Mindfulness in Nature” is
from 1 to 4 p.m. EST Saturday, Feb. 11, at Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988
Range Line Road, Niles, Mich.
The program is led by Deirdre Guthrie, a Yoga
teacher and well-being research professor at The
University of Notre Dame. The cost is $35, or $28
for members.
Register at www.fernwoodbotanical.org

10%
OFF

COLOR SE

RVICE!*

salon
an Aveda concept salon

be yourself. be b
beautiful.
if

113 west 8th street  michigan city - indiana  purelyellesalon.com  219.874.3553
*Offer available January 19 through February 28. Mention this ad to receive discount.

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chapter will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John
Road, Michigan City, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 7.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or
visit redcrossblood.org for more details.
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Ribbon Cutting Makes New MCHS Cafeteria Official
The Michigan City
Area Schools Office
of Food Services celebrated the completion of a major renovation to Michigan
City High School’s
cafeteria with a ribbon-cutting ceremony Jan. 23.
Community leaders, MCAS administrators, students,
cafeteria staff and
“Wofie” were among
the guests. Superintendent BarbaraEason Watkins, Food Service Director Cindy Licciardone, student Council representative Jenna
Stevenson, Architect Richard Hebard and Food
Service Equipment Specialist Tim Christianson all
spoke at the event.
The cafeteria features new, more efficient equipment, redesigned serving lines, a high-speed ventless oven, new seating areas for students and updated technology, such as charging stations, lighting
and menu signage.
Some facts about the new cafeteria:
• Partners included: HRI Inc. (consulting and design, food-service equipment and serving lines);
Hebard & Hebard Architects Inc. (design, scope
and budgeting); Gariup Construction (construction); C&T Design (food-service equipment); and
Sodexo Inc. (project management).
• The cost: $866,524, and funded by the MCAS Department of Food Services, with no impact to taxpayers or the general fund.
• Construction began in June 2016 and continued
through mid-September. The new serving area
was unveiled for students at breakfast Oct. 3.
• The overall design concept reflects a universitystyle serving and dining environment. Improved
lighting and signage add visual appeal and enhance the student experience. A redesign of serving lines has alleviated congestion in nearby hallways near classrooms.
• The previous “Wolves Den” sandwich/soup area

has
been
transformed into a production room featuring a
high-speed, ventless
“Ovention” oven. The
area now features
homemade, fresh pizza, hot sandwiches
and flatbreads.
• Seating areas promote a more relaxed,
friendly dining experience.
Seating
includes a mixture
of rectangular and
round tables, plus
high-top bar seating
where students can charge Chromebooks, laptops
and other devices.
• Refrigerated open-air “merchandizers” at five
serving lines allow for displays of fresh salads,
fruits, vegetables and deli sandwiches. Quickswitch serving wells offer hot or cold food selections, and heated flat-top shelves enable easy
self-serve options.

Student feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. The new high-speed oven, fresh salads and
other menu options have increased the numbers of
students buying meals at school. As a result of the
increase, two full-time staff have been added to the
MCHS cafeteria team.
MCHS serves approximately 1,300 meals each
day in the cafeteria.

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.
Duneland Home Pro Hardware & Design Center
Karwick Plaza Michigan City • 219-878-1720

COUNTERTOP SALE
Laminate Granite Quartz

inc
An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com
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Electronics Recycling
Electronics recycling
at La Porte County
Solid Waste District’s
office will only be available during office hours
beginning Jan. 30.
“Due to theft of items
and illegal dumping,
it is crucial to the continuation of our recycling program that we
control the flow of electronic items into the trailer,”
District Executive Director Clay Turner said in a
press release.
Operating hours are from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday for the electronics recycling
trailer located between the District’s office at 2857
W. Indiana 2 and the La Porte County Small Animal Shelter. Residents still can take a wide array of
electronic items, including TVs, computers, printers, stereos, CDs and DVDs, during those hours.
The trailer will be locked outside of business hours,
as well as on weekends and holidays.
There will be special collection events available
for residents unable to take their electronics to the
trailer during those times. Also, the District still
will hold special 5-in-1 collection events every year
at La Porte County Fairgrounds, where electronics
will be accepted, on May 20 and Sept. 16. In addition, the District will accommodate residents by
scheduling special drop-off times outside of normal
operating hours.
“All they would have to do is call us and we will
set a date, maybe once a week or every other week,
when electronics can be brought in later than normal,” Turner said.
Although the District does not want to resort to
punitive measures, dumping of electronics or other
items not allowed in the program outside collection
hours will be reported to law enforcement.
There will be no changes to electronics recycling
in Michigan City. The trailer at 1027 Hitchcock
Road will continue to be available for public use
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.
Contact the District office at (219) 326-0014 for
more details.

Talk to your local HOME

2-7
3-10

❑
More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 12:30
p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• South Shore Scribes at 6 p.m. Thursdays,
Feb. 2 and 16.
The writing group meets the first and third
Thursdays each month.
• Free Gentle Flow Yoga at 12:15 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4.
Certified yoga instructor Lauralee Sikorski emphasizes deep breathing and releasing stress. Take
a mat and wear comfortable attire, and come on an
empty stomach.
• Story Time at 1 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 7, 14,
21 and 28, and 10 a.m. Wednesdays, Feb. 8, 15
and 22.
Children birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs and crafts. Arrive a few minutes early to
receive a name tag.
Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more
information on library programming.

Duneland Home Pro Hardware & Design Center

Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512
NMLS# 586271

LOST
1
4
4
SCORE
169
161
157
156
156
155
153
153

LENDER

Gina Siwietz

Member FDIC

Jan. 24, 2017
TEAM STANDING
WON
1. Bitchin Bowlers
11
2. Queen Pins
8
2. Striking Beauties
8
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES
1. Dottie Brinckman
2. Tammy Nelmar
3. Sue Labovitz
4. Liz Lutterbach
4. Margie Midkiff
5. Kathy Osborne
6. Cindy Beck
7. Mary Lou McFadden
SPLITS
Tina Sonderby, Linda Neulieb
Susan Kieffer, Tammy Nelmar
June Salmon

Karwick Plaza Michigan City • 219-878-1720
horizonbank.com

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICËVËSENSIBLE ADVICE®

CABINET SALE
Kitchen Bathroom Closet
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Multi-Media Artist Exhibit

Chesterton Art Center

Multi-media
artist Cynthia Wold is
the featured artist
through March 9 at
The Village Gallery
in Valparaiso.
Inspired by modernist and prehistoric
art, Wold is drawn to
organic materials, using natural dyes on
Cynthia Wold appears
fabrics as she weaves
with some of her work.
together mixed-media
collages and photographs created with toy cameras.
Growing up in Oak Park, Ill., Wold spent her free
time at The Art Institute of Chicago. As an art history major in college, a required studio course got
her hooked on creating fine art. She earned multiple art degrees, then continued her creative exploration and discovery teaching at various art schools.
While on the West Coast, her artistic path took a
new direction as she embarked on a new career as a
chef after attending the Culinary Academy.
Returning to the region to raise her twin boys,
an informal art lesson with her son resurrected her
passion for creating fine art. Recently, Wold started
taking her collages digital, blowing up small fragments and allowing an entirely different perspective and experience.
Wold has a Master of Fine arts in visual design, a
Bachelor of Fine Art in Fine Arts and a Bachelor of
Arts in art history from University of Oregon. She
has exhibited her work throughout the country and
abroad, and has taught at the Maryland College of
Art and Cleveland Institute of Art.
The Village Gallery is located at Pines Village
Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle (off Calumet Avenue just north of Cumberland
Crossing. The gallery is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday. Call Pines Village at
(219) 465-1591 for more information.

Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St., will
host the Area Artists Association exhibit “Poetry
Without Words” in February, with an opening reception from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 5.
The Area Artists Association, affiliated with Lubeznik Center for the Arts, recognizes and encourages active regional artists. It does so by providing
exhibit opportunities and a supportive environment
for juried members to explore topics of mutual interest at regular monthly meetings.
In “Poetry Without Words,” which runs through
February, the group will display its 2-D and 3-D
work.
The reception affords guests the chance to speak
with the artists. Treats and beverages will be served.
Visit www.chestertonart.com for more details.

Emergency Markers

1600 Lake St., La Porte

The Michigan City Parks & Recreation Department is digging up and resetting emergency markers along the lakefront from Stop 1 to Stop 13.
For safety purposes, each marker must remain
visible and not be covered within the dune.
“We recognize the importance of our living dunes,
and we will conduct this operation with the most
significant care to limit the disturbance to the
dunes,” a press release stated.
“Upon completion, we will fill back in these areas
and contour the dune.”
Anyone with questions should call the Michigan
City Park Department at (219) 873-1506.

DYE

PLUMBING
& HEATING

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449
Specializing in Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps,
Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters,
& Sewer Services

Servin
g
You Si
nce
1939

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…
Small Enough To Know You…”
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New Krasl Art Center Exhibits
Duneland Home & Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom
Get Ready for Spring Remodeling Sale!!!
Let us help you with all your
remodeling needs. We can help
you with everything you will need
to get your project off and heading
towards the finish line… Consulting,
Budgeting, Selection, Design, Build,
Installation… “One Stop Shop”
What We Sell...
• Kitchen and Bathroom
• Wood Flooring
Cabinetry
• LVT & Laminate Flooring
• Granite, Quartz, Laminate
• Carpet
Countertops
• Window Blinds
• Custom Closet Systems
• Ceramic Tile
What We Do...
• Kitchen & Bathroom
• Plumbing, Electrical, HVAC
Remodeling
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Room Additions
• Drywall Work
• Decks, 3 & 4 Season Rooms,
• Flooring Installation
Porches
And so much more!!!
• Windows, Doors, Siding,
Gutters, Roofs

Just ASK US…
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360
219-878-1720 • 219-878-9141 Fax
email dunelandhome@gmail.com • website: dunelandhome.com
Follow us on Facebook

A new exhibit that celebrates an international
leader in metal ideas, having reinvented blacksmithing as public art and commissions, runs
through April 9 at Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd.,
St. Joseph, Mich.
“Albert Paley: Forging Sculpture 1979-2015” incorporates recent works the artist completed in the
forged process alongside earlier pieces and drawings. Included are several sculptures completed at
Steneby, The School of Craft and Design at the University of Gothenburg, Sweden, and other smaller
works. Drawings completed for finished works show
the depth of his process, taking the idea from two to
three dimensions.
The exhibit, organized by the Paley Studios Archive, is circulated through Guest Curator Traveling Exhibitions.
In the Artlab Gallery is “Sculpting Community,”
a project designed to activate the center’s grounds
through activities and a new sculpture commission.
It will be completed in 2018.
Feb. 11 is Paley Inspired Family Day from 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. EST.
Paley first became famous for his elaborate metal gateways, sometimes incorporating animal and
plant shapes. Families who attend that day will create a large cardboard gate.
Krasl Art Center galleries are open from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday and 1 to 4 p.m.
Sunday. All times are Eastern. Call (269) 983-0271
or visit www.krasl.org for more details.

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore

There’s a new smile in town!

Dr. Hillary V. Knight

The following programs are available at
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore:

Introducing, Dr. Hillary V. Knight
who will be stepping into Dr. Jay
Blackburn’s shoes when he retires
this January.

• Stewardship Program — Fruit Tree Restoration from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Feb. 4, at
Dunes Learning Center.

“I hope you will continue to
seek dental care with Dr. Jay’s
compassionate team at Harbor
Country Dental, who have been
providing quality care for almost
33 years. I intend to continue their
tradition of excellence.“

Join fruit tree enthusiasts and staff to learn restoration methods for neglected fruit trees. After an
indoor education session, the group will prune old
fruit trees at Good Fellow Camp. Wear warm, comfortable clothes; work gloves and equipment will be
provided. Meet at the Dunes Learning Center parking lot located off Howe Road in Porter.
• Parents and toddlers can participate in
Nature Tots from 10 a.m. to noon Wednesday,
Feb. 8, at the Paul H. Douglas Center.
Children 2-4 will learn about nature through a
ranger-led story time, crafts and outdoor play.

105 W. Merchant St., New Buffalo, MI 49117
P: 269-469-3140 • F: 269-469-6182 • harborcountrydental.com

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street in
Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

THE

February 2, 2017

School Receives 3-D Printer

Page 29

12:23(1+,6725,&)/$9255(9,9('

Lake Hills Elementary School Principal Connie
Bachmann received a “too good to be true” email
just a few days before Christmas.
It was notification from Indianapolis-based 1stmakerspace that Lake Hills was named a “STEM
Star” and will receive 3-D printers. The company
would deliver, set up and provide supplies, maintenance and support for the equipment for a year — a
donation in excess of $2,600.
The catch? No catch.
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Sixth-grader Dawson Grot examines the 3-D printer
alongside third-grade teacher Diana Ciszewski.

“This is a reward for your exemplary efforts in
STEM education,” 1stmakerspace President Kim
Brand wrote in the email notifying Bachmann of
the award.
Lake Hills was one of only three elementary
schools in the state to receive the award and donation from 1stmakerspace (the other two are in
Bloomington and Indianapolis). The company identified Lake Hills as a leader in STEM education after discussing the school’s accomplishments with
the Indiana Department of Education.
On Jan. 24, 1stmakerspace VP of Operations
Adam Brand and Technical Support Specialist
Grant Michel visited Lake Hills to train several
teachers, Bachmann and STEM Specialist Shelley
Deutscher on their new device. At the last minute,
two sixth-graders, Dawson Grott and Wyatt Sonnenberg, joined the training session because staff
realized their engineering and computer skills
would come in handy in training others.
Lake Hills joins Barker Middle School, Michigan
City High School and the A. K. Smith Career Center
as the fourth MCAS school to have a 3-D printer.
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Activities to Explore
Duneland Home Pro Hardware & Design Center
Karwick Plaza Michigan City • 219-878-1720

FLOORING SALE
Carpet Ceramic Wood

Warren J. Attar, Agent
My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN 46360
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com
The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.
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L & M Framing and Gallery
www.web.triton.net/landmframing/
202 S. Whittaker, New Buffalo
Open Daily 11-5
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269-469-4800

We Put The Snow Where You Want It

SHORELAND MARINE SNOW
PLOWING
Commercial-Residential.
Most residential $25, includes sidewalk.
Free quotes. Call today to get on the list!

219-861-BOAT (2628)

219.879.9140
   
312.343.9143
  
UWSOPUJJVT

622 Franklin
(219) 214-1839

Open Thursday,
Friday & Saturday
6pm - 8 pm
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ArtAndScienceworks.com

MAKE
SOME
SPRING
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In the Area:
Feb. 2 — GROUNDHOG DAY.
Feb. 3 — First Friday Art Walk, 5-8 p.m., Uptown Arts District (downtown Michigan City). Info:
www.uptownartsdistrict.org
Feb. 3 — Opening reception (new exhibits), 5-8
p.m., Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second
St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org
Feb. 3 — Builders Association of La Porte County, United Way fundraiser — Home & Lifestyle Expo
Charity Kickoff, 6-9 p.m., Blue Chip Casino Event
Center. Tickets: $35. Reservations: Visit www.balc.
org
Feb. 3-5, 9-12 — “Deathtrap,” Footlight Theatre,
1705 Franklin St. Tickets: $12/adults (2 for $20
with coupon from footlightplayers.org), children 12
& younger/Thursday — $10. Time: 7:30 p.m. Thur.Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Info: (219) 874-4035.
Feb. 4 — Stewardship Program — Fruit Tree
Restoration, 9 a.m.-noon, Dunes Learning Center,
Howe Road, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882.
Feb. 4 — Free Gentle Flow Yoga, 12:15 p.m.,
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.
Info: (219) 873-3049.
Feb. 4 — Jay Weinberg Chicago Cubs print signing, 1-3 p.m., Uptown Center, 907 Franklin St.
Feb. 4 — La Porte Service League play, “The Top
Job!,” 1 p.m., La Porte High School’s auditorium.
Suggested donation: $1/adults, 50 cents/children.
Feb. 4 — Children’s Sensory Friendly Movie:
“The Secret Life of Pets,” 10 a.m., Baugher Center,
100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
Feb. 4-5 — Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
Winter Fest. Schedule: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.
gov/indu
Feb. 5 — Opening reception, Area Artists Association exhibit “Poetry Without Word,” 2-4 p.m.,
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Info: www.
chestertonart.com
Feb. 6 — Popular Books, “The Nine: Inside the
Secret World of the Supreme Court,” 2 p.m., Westchester Public Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
Feb. 8 — Mad About Mysteries, Ellen Foster’s
“King Richard’s Sword,” 2 p.m., Westchester Township History Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.
Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA),
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health.
Info: (219) 879-3817.
Mondays, Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous,
7 p.m. Mon./Franciscan St. Anthony Health, 301
W. Homer St., 9 a.m. Fri./First United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: https://oa.org,
(219) 879-0300.
Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m.,
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708)
927-5287.
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Through Feb. 28 — “The Bill of Rights and You”
Pop-up Exhibit, Westchester Public Library, 200 W.
Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
Through February — Vintage Valentine display, La Porte County Historical Society Museum,
2405 Indiana Ave., La Porte. Info: www.laportecountyhistory.org, (219) 324-6767.
In the Region
Feb. 2-3 — Actors From The London Stage, “Romeo and Juliet,” 7:30 p.m. EST, University of Notre
Dame’s Washington Hall. Tickets: $25, $12/students. Reservations: shakespeare.nd.edu/tickets,
(574) 631-2800.
Through Feb. 3 — Photo exhibit, “Take a Closer
Look,” Valparaiso University’s Center for the Arts,
1709 Chapel Drive.
Through March 9 — Exhibit, multi-media artist Cynthia Wold, The Village Gallery @ Pines Village Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village
Circle, Valparaiso. Info: (219) 465-1591.

Frog Monitoring Workshops
The public is invited to two free training workshops for prospective volunteer monitors of local
frog populations.
Staff from Shirley Heinze Land Trust, The
Field Museum and Indiana University Northwest will present the workshops from 7 to 9 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 16, and Wednesday, Feb. 22, at
Meadowbrook Conservation Center in Valparaiso. The two sessions are identical in content.
The abundance and distribution of frogs over
time is an important indicator of the health of
aquatic ecosystems because frogs are sensitive
to changes in the environment. By monitoring
frog populations, citizen scientists provide data
to help land managers and herpetologists recognize early warning signs of a declining habitat.
Workshop participants will learn about the
characteristics of each species, their preferred
habitat and how to identify their calls. Participants receive a data collection protocol, survey
sheet and access to audio recordings of frog calls
of the species found in the region. New participants interested in being a monitor will be assigned a preserve or natural area close to their
home. Those wishing only to learn about the program also are welcome.
Alan Resetar, Amphibian and Reptile Collections manager at The Field Museum, will lead
the Feb. 16 workshop, and Spencer Cortwright,
Indiana University Northwest biology professor,
the Feb. 22 workshop.
Space is limited, so early registration is advised. Call Sarah at Shirley Heinze Land Trust
at (219) 242-8558 or email sbarnes@heinzetrust.
org to register or for more information. Meadowbrook Conservation Center is located at 109 W.
County Road 700 North, Valparaiso.
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Is it Your Year
to purchase a home
in New Buffalo?

If 2017 is the year to make
your move, contact Mortgage
Lender, Cheryl Hamilton!
Make a quality loan decision
with which you can truly live.

“My customers look to
me to help them make
a good decision on a
loan that is tailored to
their needs.”

Cheryl Hamilton
Mortgage Lender,
NMLS 436346
307 West Buffalo Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117
269.469.5552
269.325.0272

bankwithmutual.com

cheryl.hamilton@bankwithmutual.com

MELODY’S WHOLE
HOUSE ESTATE SALE
Conducting Professional Estate Sales for 26 Years.
Fully Insured and Bonded. Family Owned and Operated

We offer professionally
conducted estate,
downsizing & moving
sales done in your
Home!

Call for your Free in HOME Evaluation
574.355.1500 MELODY
574.355.1600 TOM
574.753.8695 OFFICE
MKOLKE@AOL.COM
www.melodysestatesale.com
“We LOVE what we do” ~ Melody
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)
1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.
Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Starting acoustic quartet with older musicians. Need standup bass,
rhythm/lead guitar, woodwind. Have percussionist. G-Dead, Allman
Bros., Van Morrison, B. Dylan…like that! Ken at bretlkm@aol.com

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs
Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.
Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications
219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City
is open. Call 219-221-1534.
ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call 219-872-1217.
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle.
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5,
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
PROFESSIONAL BARTENDER FOR HIRE
Weddings, holiday or fun friend/family gatherings. No party
too large or small. 20 years experience in fine dining and
professional sports facility. Call today to book your special
event. Ask for Angie, or leave message, at (312) 806-0547
What’s going on in Town Government?
www.longbeachviews.com
Need help shoveling snow? I’m available seven days a week.
References available upon request. Call Tommy Parker
at (219) 840-4949.
NOTHING SAYS VALENTINE’S DAY QUITE LIKE A BATCH OF
DELICIOUS BAKED HOMEMADE TREATS!
Place your order today for Valentine’s Day and make your sweetheart’s
gift perfect. Your choices of chocolate, red velvet, vanilla cake, mini-cakes
and cupcakes with cream cheese frosting or butter cream. Handmade,
one-of-a-kind toppers with a cute notecard included.
Call Karen to order soon: (219) 872-2098.
Got music?
We do, and a way for you to reconnect with your little one. Kindermusik
is music classes for children birth to 7 and their parents that are
researched-based to develop a lifelong love of learning and music.
Call Candi Archer at (219) 210-2462
Email kindermusikwithmisscandi@gmail.com
Check us out on Facebook at Kindermusik with Miss Candi

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals,
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroidery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
www.reprographicarts.com
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S
(2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

JUST LIKE HOME
We provide assisted living in our homes. We are a private home
w/4 residents to a home. Live-in Care $2,400/mo.
For more information, call Sue 219-874-4891.
Dependable CNA with 20+years experience is available to
provide care for you or your loved one in your home/facility.
Assistance with personal care, light housekeeping, medication,
meal preparation, doctor’s appointments, grocery shopping.
Competetive rates. Ref. available. Call Tracy at (219) 608-3132.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services,
20 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580
HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC.
Email home_matters_cleaning@yahoo.com for the many
services we offer. 21-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
ESSENTIAL CLEANING
Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling Cleanup, Business and
Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and Commercial. Insured and
references available.
Call Rebecca at 219-617-7746 or email
essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.
HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, deep cleaning, cleanout. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free estimate.
(219) 229-0034
KAYFABE CLEANING
Window cleaning • Pressure washing • 219-841-1340
Get your estimate before March 1. Receive additional 25% off.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.
Also: doors, windows, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs. Winter
watch service. Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC •••••••••••••••••••••
24/7 Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.
STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Complete roof tear offs,
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows.
Fully insured. 630-726-6466. Ask for Terry. 39 yrs. experience.
BILL SMART NEEDS PROJECTS – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber •
Painting and Tile. Call (269) 469-4407.
*********EASTCO BUILDERS/REMODLERS*********
New/remodel, additions, garages, decks porches, kitchens, bathrooms, framing, siding windows/doors, Egress, replacement, drywall, finishing concrete/masonry, ceramic tile, install/replace/repair,
service maintenance/winterization. 25-years experience. Licensed/
insured. (219) 229-4962. Like us on facebook.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.
DUNES ROOFING & MAINTENANCE.
All types of roofing: rubber, shingles. Siding repairs. All other household
repairs. Gutter cleaning. 28+ yrs. exp. Locally owned. Guaranteed
work. Licensed. Insured. Great ref. Reasonably priced. 219-229-9387
Duneland Home & Hardware “Handyman Service.”
No job too big or small... We DO-IT ALL...
Call for your free estimate. (219) 878-1720
*** THE COUNTERTOP GUY, LLC ***
Specializing in custom-made cabinetry and solid surface, or plastic laminate countertops. With 30+ years experience in fabricating and installing
in commercial or residential homes. Also offer general carpentry and
remodeling. Call (219) 214-0545

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.
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A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.
Seniors (65+) 10% off labor. References. Reasonable.
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003
WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding
and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured.
Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.
CAPPY PAINTING. Interior/exterior painting. 20+years experience.
Professional, quality work at reasonable prices. Call (219) 874-6396.
A local company, insured, your satisfaction guaranteed
SpringTree Painting
estimates@springtreepaint.com (219) 243-0439
Al’s Painting. Dry wall repairs. Insured. Owner operated. Call (219)
243-4981 or acunningham60@gmail.com

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE
219/879-5150
www.healysland.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters –
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed
Call us at 219-229-4474
SNOW REMOVAL, FALL CLEANUP, GUTTER CLEANING
yard work, mulching, weeding and odd jobs.
Call ABE at 219-210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help
in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542
MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Weedings, Cleanups, Mowing, Mulch, Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.
LLOYD TREE SERVICE & BRUSH REMOVAL
Trimming • Cutting • Removal • Stump removal. Reasonably Priced.
219-229-5867
ISAAC’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Weekly lawn maintenance, spring/fall cleanups, power washing, weeding,
mowing, trimming, mulching, edging, leaf cleanup. Insured.
(219) 878-1985.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Marquette Catholic has an open position for certified ENL teacher/
dean. Full-time day schedule with benefits and housing, if needed.
Email resume to mrichardson@marquette-hs.org
Marquette Catholic High School seeks: Girls JV Basketball Coach;
Boys Volleyball Coach; Girls Volleyball Coach. Teaching/staff positions available. Send resume to katie.collignon@marquette-hs.org;
jwhite@marquette-hs.org
Marquette Catholic High School seeks development/alumni coordinator. Proven experience in philanthropic endeavors. Degreed and/
or appropriately certified in philanthropic work. Full-time w/benefits.
Highlight experience in field. Resume to jwhite@marquette-hs.org
NOW HIRING CAREGIVERS
Caring, dependable caregivers needed to provide in-home care to seniors.
Positions available in Michigan City, La Porte and surrounding areas.
Call (219) 662-2999 or visit http://www.seniorhelpers.com/michigancity-in

FOR SALE
7” POOL TABLE FOR SALE, with 1” piece slate, red felt
surface. $550 OBO. (219) 229-3004.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
CHAD & NANCY ADDIE • MENDED HEARTS COLLECTIBLES
Thoughtful estate liquidation. We’re glad to offer perspective, ideas
on process. Call us at (219) 393-4609
The Girlfriend Designer Sale is next weekend!
Feb. 10 from 4-7 p.m. • Feb. 11 from 11-3 p.m.
This is the first opportunity to shop new merchandise from some of our
favorite boutiques, including Filoni and Indian Summer, with more coming
in every day. Expect to find those amazing pieces that add character to

your wardrobe and are your go-to items when you want to look your best.
Everything from winter coats to dressy dresses to the best legging ever.
Now is the time to shop the top selection of the season at sweetly and
deeply discounted prices.
Pass it on...
Long Beach Community Center, 2501 Oriole Trail, Long Beach.
Contact: thegirlfriendsale@gmail.com

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys,
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA
Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi.
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk.
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful
beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,
laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,
$625/month, references required, utilities included.
Call (219) 879-2195.
WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Utilities furnished. WiFi/TV incl.
1BR $725/mo., Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.
Long Beach. Stop 26. Spacious, well-furnished, perfect for families
and all four seasons. 5BR/2 full BA, 2 half BA, sleeps 11. WiFi. Steps
from beach entrance. No pets. Email for price/details:
longbeachstop26@gmail.com
Just one block from the lake! 3BR/1BA year-round apartment in
Sheridan Beach. Lake facing deck, in-unit laundry, ample parking,
A/C. $800/mo. + utilities. Call Tom at (773) 339-8141.
Uptown Art District Loft Apartment • 2BR/1BA, 1,000 sq ft
Newly renovated, hardwood floors, brick and SS appliances. $900/mo.
$900 deposit + 1-yr lease. Email John at cjlandco@gmail.com
Charming cottage in Michiana Shores (Stop 37), 811 Elmwood Dr.
2BR/1BA, $193,500. (312) 909-1956.

RENTALS MICHIGAN
Newer, partially furnished 2BR/2BA apartment. Quiet building,
W/D, hardwood floors, cathedral ceiling, downtown New Buffalo.
Walk to beach/shops, includes water, trash, electricity, heat, air.
Security deposit required. No pets, no smoking. $1,100/mo.
Year lease. Call (312) 925-0753.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Lakeside condo in Michigan City. One hour from Chicago. 7th floor,
three bedrooms, indoor parking, indoor swimming pool, whirlpool,
sauna, exercise room. Price reduced to $325,000.
rvmld2@email.com • (708) 302-9116 or (630) 456-3887.
Nicest unit in Long Beach Pointe. Remodeled from floor to ceiling in
2014. 2BR/1BA/1-car garage. Ground floor end unit. (219) 331-3829.
Best price in Long Beach Pointe. 2BR/1.5BA townhouse, corner
unit, new carpeting and flooring, freshly painted, newer appliances.
Motivated seller. Call (219) 210-7691.

LIVE TALK
RADIO
CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Ofﬁce: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813
We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!
wimsradio.com

THE

Page 34

The Guests on South Battery
by Karen White (hardcover, $26
retail in bookstores and online; also
available as an eBook)
Ghosts. Spirits. Do you believe in
them? It is said these restless souls
have unfinished business in the living world that prevents them from
moving on to the afterlife.
I don’t believe in them, which is
why, when I picked up this book from
the library, I thought it might be fun
to read a few chapters, then probably return it. The reason I picked
it up in the first place is because
Karen White is a popular writer, and
I wanted to explore why that might
be. Is it her writing style? Are her
storyline and characters believable?
And is her story location interesting?
Now I know why she is so popular. She has combined all these elements into a thoroughly enjoyable
read that will whisk you away to a unique city with
some interesting characters.
The time is now. The city is Charleston, S.C.,
whose history dates back before the Revolutionary War, and whose historic home district contains
some of the country’s oldest, most lovingly restored
houses. Into this setting, we meet the narrator,
Melanie Trenholm. She is a 40-something mother of
twins — a boy and a girl — with a loving husband,
Jack, who is a writer.
After a 10-month maternity leave, she is heading
back to work as a successful Realtor who specializes in Charleston’s historic homes. Her first client
is eager to sell a house on South Battery Street, one
of the beautiful old neighborhoods. Seems she has
inherited it and has no desire to keep it. The house
belonged to Button Pinckney, an old friend of Melanie’s mother. The woman was bedridden for several
years before her death, so the house needs extensive
repairs, but it still has good bones and could fetch a
handsome price if restored to its former glory.
The recipient of this house is 20-something Jayne
Smith from Birmingham, Ala. She says she doesn’t
know why she inherited the house and anyway prefers more modern homes.
The beauty of this meeting is that Jayne is a
child-care professional and Melanie is in dire need
of a nanny. Done deal! Jayne is hired and given a
room in Melanie’s house until her inheritance is
settled and she decides what to do with the house.
White’s story flows along so beautifully, it doesn’t
take long for the reader to realize he/she is hooked
and must finish this book to the end — I didn’t see
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that coming. I must have been halfway through the book before recalling that I have preconceived notions
about ghost stories, convinced this
one might not interest me much.
However, this book is much more
than just ghosts. Let me give you a
little bit more of the story…
Melanie encourages Jayne to look
over the house and its contents before making a rash decision to sell
it and walk away. After all, even
though Jayne says she didn’t know
Button Pinckney or why she was
picked to inherit, wouldn’t she like
to look the house over and maybe
try to find out her connection to Button? Especially when a visit to the
house convinces Melanie there are
ghosts — two to be exact — still in
the house: one trying to push them out, the other
rather protective.
Since her pregnancy, Melanie has been having
trouble seeing the spirits. But walking into the
Pinckney mansion, she makes this observation:
“And then I heard it. Or maybe I felt it. I was semirelieved that the curtain had been pulled back so
there were no barriers between me and the spirit
world, and I knew it would be only a matter of time
before it showed itself to me, too.”
A more lighthearted part of the story is that Melanie is OCD with a capital OMG! Her twins must
be dressed in coordinating outfits, their room is arranged by feng shui, envelopes can only be opened
with a letter opener…I could go on! But it makes
Melanie what she is, a woman facing middle age
with twins, a husband with writer’s block, childhood memories of feeling inadequate and the fight
to lose that pesky after-baby weight. That association with ghosts just pops in and out of Melanie’s
life when she least expects it. This time, it could
prove dangerous.
This story is a mystery wrapped in family secrets
that some want to hide and the spirits want to confront. Bottom line is, the author has taken the idea
of a woman who sees and interacts with spirits and
made it completely plausible. Add to that a normal
American family, albeit a quirky one, and you have
the whole package — a thoroughly enjoyable read
worth your consideration.
White grew up in London, but now lives in Atlanta, Ga., with her husband and two children. She
is The New York Times bestselling author of more
than 20 novels.
Till next time, happy reading!
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