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Stars in the Making
by M.D. Cunningham

One day in grade
school, Melissa Ashcroft’s
principal called her into
his office. He was concerned. She had what
appeared to be hickeys
all over her arms. Asked
about it, she told him a
bear made them. Incredulous, he inquired about
“Bear.”
It wasn’t until Melissa’s mother, Jan Weinig,
a Washington Park Zoo
keeper, arrived at school
that the story made
sense. Ashcroft gleefully recalls baby bears

Melissa Ashcroft appears with Prodigy, a Friesian Stallion
who was a stunt double in “Albion: The Enchanted Stallion.”

sucking on her arms as
a child. She likes to say
she was raised at the zoo
with lions and tigers. Her
first job, as an 8-year-old,
was at a horse stable.
She earned $5 a day.
That passion for working with animals never
diminished.
Ashcroft,
who grew up in Michigan City, runs Transitions Equestrian Center,
La Porte, which is entering its fourth year. Her
past, she says, played
a key role in what she’s
achieved today.
“We worked our butts
off,” she said. “That’s the
kind of Cinderella story
behind it, that I really
did work for every little
thing that I’ve gotten…
We’ve (Transitions) been
in just about every big
horse magazine just this
past year alone.”
Much of the attention
these days is generated
by the fact that some of
the horses she trains are

poised to become movie stars.
“Albion: The Enchanted Stallion,” a new movie that features Debra Messing, Stephen Dorff and John Cleese, heavily relied on horses Ashcroft trains. That partnership, which included Lorie Brock’s
Friesian Stallions, Nitrous (the star) and Prodigy (one of many stunt
doubles), came about in an unlikely way.
“I’m not gonna lie,” she said. “I was skeptical about the whole
thing.”
Someone involved with the production team behind “Albion”
A poster for “Albion: The Enchanted Stallion.”
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year, Ashcroft said.
Because of the film, Nitrous was immortalized by
Breyer, which touts the world’s finest toy horses, as
a limited edition collectible.
The whole process of “Albion: The Enchanted
Stallion” has been vindicating for the horses’ owner
and Ashcroft.
“We both had dreams for these horses to be stars,”
she said. “At times, we were the only ones that believed in them, especially Prodigy. If I had a nickel
for every time I heard, ‘Darlin’, you’re too little and
pretty to handle that horse.’ Now, they’re Breyer
horses, and they’re big movie stars.”
Some shots for “Albion” were completed during
winter 2016 in Big Rapids, Mich. Ashcroft, however,
laments she was unable to make the trip to Bulgaria that summer for more filming; however, she was
instrumental in showcasing the animals’ talents to
meet the film’s specifications.
No stranger to the spotlight herself, Ashcroft
joined the World Famous Lipizzaner Stallion Show
when she was 21 and spent six years traveling
across the U.S., Europe and Canada. She likes to
joke she made the cut with luck, wink and a smile,
but her disarming self-deprecation belies a hard-

stumbled upon audience videos posted on Youtube
of Ashcroft and Prodigy. Looking for good trick horses, the animals piqued the filmmakers’ interests.
“These horses are just really good,” she said.
“These horses can do combination flowing. They
flow and do different stuff into the tricks.”
Ashcroft noted that’s ideal
for filming, as the director
subsequently does not need
to stop as frequently for
breaks as is true with other
horses.
The film, co-written and
directed by actress Castille
Landon, centers on an unlikely hero, Evie Flynn, a
12-year-old girl who learns
she can save an entire race
of people after arriving in a
mystical world courtesy of a
The film is co-written and
directed by actress Castille
magical black stallion.
Landon.
That world is Albion, populated by the peaceful
Danann and threatened
by the sinister Milesians. Failed peace
attempts suggest impending doom...until
Evie arrives. She’s
played by young actress Avery Arendes,
who cares for horses at her Vermont
stable, as well as
for her disabled father (Dorff). Messing
stars as Danann’s
queen, while Cleese
plays the comically
sinister leader of the
Milesians.
The film has been
traveling the festival circuit, collecting
numerous awards in
the process, with an
expected release date
Debra Messing appears as the queen of Danann.
in theaters early this
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Breyer, which touts the world’s finest toy horses, created a
limited edition collectible of Nitrous from the film.

nosed will punctuated by her penchant for action
over talk.
“This is the not-fun part,” she says as we sit down
in a lounge at Transitions.
I laugh, asking what she means.
“Answering questions,” she says with a good-humored smile.
She sits down with a resignation that resembles
a patient’s attitude slouching into the comfort of a
dentist’s chair. Ashcroft is clearly more comfortable
riding a horse bareback than sitting down with a
reporter, and she’s candid about it. Moments before, Ashcroft had excitedly displayed the grace and
power of Invictus. Composed, patient and playful,
Ashcroft launched the horse into showy displays
tough to imagine a beast that weighs close to 1,500
pounds can achieve.
Hearing about Ashcroft’s accolades — traveling
in the same tour buses as Miley Cyrus, N’Sync and
David Copperfield with a horse troupe with its own
star in Hollywood, captivating tens of thousands of
people at some of the biggest venues in the world
(Wembley Stadium, Madison Square Garden), it’s
tempting to think Ashcroft is some sort of diva. She
says that’s not the case.
Turnover on the road was high. Every day would
bring a new city, and the cycle of setting up, cleaning, practicing, unloading and repacking was grueling. American riders were a rarity since they did
not have visa contracts like their peers from France,
Germany, Austria and Spain.
“I was a salty old dog for the road,” she says. “I
tell everybody that I think it’s just from where we’re
from. We’re a little bit tougher skinned around
here.”
In addition to being a highly decorated rider,
Ashcroft is a Grand Prix Level rider and a U.S.
Dressage Foundation bronze and silver medalist,
a feat she accomplished quickly at her young age.
Ashcroft also takes great pride in working as an instructor.
“It’s one thing to be able to get yourself to that
level,” she said, “but to be able to take four students
Continued on Page 4
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There’s a new smile in town!
Introducing, Dr. Hillary V. Knight
who will be stepping into Dr. Jay
Blackburn’s shoes when he retires
this January.

Dr. Hillary V. Knight

“I hope you will continue to
seek dental care with Dr. Jay’s
compassionate team at Harbor
Country Dental, who have been
providing quality care for almost
33 years. I intend to continue their
tradition of excellence.“

105 W. Merchant St., New Buffalo, MI 49117
P: 269-469-3140 • F: 269-469-6182 • harborcountrydental.com
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Melissa Ashcroft works with the horse Invictus at her facility.
Photo by Matt Cunningham.

10%
OFF

COLOR SE
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salon
an Aveda concept salon

be yourself. be b
beautiful.
if

113 west 8th street  michigan city - indiana  purelyellesalon.com  219.874.3553
*Offer available January 19 through February 28. Mention this ad to receive discount.

at 36 years old and take them to the Junior Olympic
level is a big notch in your belt as well.”
Ashcroft’s family has lost none of its affection for
animals. Her mother may have retired from Washington Park Zoo, but her sister, Jamie Huss, is now
the local attraction’s director. Ashcroft’s focus, of
course, is her facility, and the prized Friesian Stallions that have become stars in their own right.
“I’m very passionate about horses,” she said. “Honestly, I can’t picture myself doing anything else.”
(Visit www.albionmovie.com for more information on the film.)

Winter Exhibit at The Inn

Is it Your Year
to purchase a home
in New Buffalo?

If 2017 is the year to make
your move, contact Mortgage
Lender, Cheryl Hamilton!
Make a quality loan decision
with which you can truly live.

“My customers look to
me to help them make
a good decision on a
loan that is tailored to
their needs.”

Cheryl Hamilton
Mortgage Lender,
NMLS 436346
307 West Buffalo Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117
269.469.5552
269.325.0272

bankwithmutual.com

cheryl.hamilton@bankwithmutual.com

“RETRO.SPECT” by Alli Farkas,” which features
winter scenes gathered from Illinois, Wisconsin,
Michigan and Ohio, debuts Friday, Jan. 20, at The
Inn at Harbor Shores, St. Joseph, Mich.
Continuing through May 15, a free wine-andcheese open house is from 5:30 to 7 p.m. EST Thursday, Feb. 23.
Farkas’ paintings result from thin layers glazed
over each other. The underlying composition must
be strong, she said, and the paint must be applied
with a purposeful technique.
A resident of Dowagiac, Mich., Farkas served on
the board of directors, and was a founding member
of, Artist Co-op 7, a group of independent artists
that facilitated solo and group exhibits in restaurants and public buildings in the greater Los Angeles area. In 1993, she became a member of LAart,
an artists’ alliance with five galleries in the Los Angeles area. In 1994, she joined the Topanga Canyon
Gallery artists’ cooperative. In 2015, she co-founded
a new artists’ organization: Cass Area Artists in
Southwest Michigan.
The Gallery celebrates exclusively Michigan artists in rotating exhibits on the second floor of The
Inn. Contact Wilczak at susan@susanwilczak.com
or (269) 449-3231 for more details.
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All the TLC shows in this spacious 3BR, 3BA Pottawattomie Park ranch home. Hardwood ﬂoors
under carpet are a bonus! Partially ﬁnished basement is great for entertaining. Additional detached
garage is insulated and heated, great for car buffs or boat storage. Large enclosed porch, sprinkler
system, alarm system, newer roof and windows, newer furnace and central air. New whole house generator just added. This is a must see!

$159,000
317 Garden Trail
Pottawattomie Park, IN 46360
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“Art Perspectives of Extraordinary Young Adults” at SSAA
Sometimes, artists have
difficulty knowing when to
quit working on a current
project.
That isn’t true for Kris
Strawbridge. He normally
communicates through sign
language, but when finished
with his art, he pushes his
chair back and proudly announces, “DONE!”
Kris is one of a group
of young adults with mild
special needs known as
Extraordinary Artists who
meets Saturdays in the art studio above Southern
Shore Art Association Gallery, 724 Franklin St. His
work, and that of other young artists, will be featured in “Art Perspectives of Extraordinary Young
Adults” on Jan. 20-29, with a reception from 2 to 4
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 22.
The Art Perspectives program, funded through
a Michigan City Enrichment Corp. grant, is in its
sixth year, serving the need of young adults with
mild special needs. It is an outlet for creative artistic expression, while
supporting
Michigan
City’s development as
an arts and cultural destination. The Saturday
studios give learning
and socialization opportunities for the artists,
creating new friendships
and mutual support.
Integration
into
the
community is achieved
through appreciation of
the talents of those with
special needs.
Nora Ryszka took over

UV
10

High
Reduce sun exposure and apply
window film

Protect your home furnishings with window film.
All Films Reduce 99% UV

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING
(219) 363-9367
4scott2tint@gmail.com • ascottwindowtinting.com

leadership of the 2016-2017
Art Perspectives Studios in
late September. A Michigan
City native, she and her
husband, glass artist John
Ryszka II, recently returned
to Michigan City from Phoenix to be part of the area’s
art renaissance. Nora has
a master’s degree in special
education and is an awardwinning expert in classroom
behavior modification and
the development of educational materials. Her philosophy of studio leadership is based on the work of
Hafsat Abiola, a Nigerian human rights, civil rights
and democracy activist who wrote, “Peace comes
from being able to contribute the best that we have,
and all that we are, toward creating a world that
supports everyone. But it is also securing the space
for others to contribute the best that they have and
all that they are.”
The January exhibit includes works in watercolor, collage, pastels, fabric printing and multimedia
transparencies. Selected
work by the studio leaders also will be shown.
The Saturday Extraordinary Artists studios will resume in February. Contact Ryszka
at (480) 206-0964 for
more details.
SSAA gallery hours
are noon to 4 p.m. Friday through Sunday.
Visit www.southernshoreartassociation.com for
details.

• COMPLETE
REMODELING

• NEW
CONSTRUCTION

• ROOM
ADDITIONS

• 4 SEASON
ROOMS

• SIDING

• CONCRETE

• DECKS
• GARAGES

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

• MASONRY
• FLOORING
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Theatre at the Center Announces Cast for Sinatra Tribute
The musical revue “My Way: A Musical Tribute
clude “The Man Who Murdered Sherlock Holmes”
to Frank Sinatra” kicks off with previews Feb. 9,
at Mercury Theatre, “The Merry Widow” and “Carthen runs Feb. 12 through March 19 at Munster’s
ousel” at Lyric Opera and “Winesburg, Ohio” at
Theatre at the Center.
Steppenwolf Theatre.
“My Way” was conceived by Todd Olsen and DaLewis was last seen on the TATC stage in “All
vid Grapes from a songbook of 1,300 tunes. They’ve
Shook Up.” Other credits include playing Jimmy
selected more than 50 songs that showcase SinaEarl in “Dreamgirls” at Porchlight Theatre, which
tra’s career through four actors, and spanning the
earned him a Jeff Award.
1950s to the 1990s.
Didier, who has rePerforming
selecceived Jeff Awards in
tions like “Fly Me to the
direction and choreogMoon,” “Chicago,” “New
raphy, makes her direcYork, New York” and
torial and choreograph“That’s Life” are George
ic debut at TATC. Her
Keating, Eric A. Lewwork has been seen at
is, Christine Mild and
Mercury Theater ChiMcKinley Carter — all
cago, Bailiwick Chicago,
known to Chicago audiBoHo, Porchlight Music
ences for leading roles
Theater, the Goodman
in recent productions.
Theater and Second
Brenda Didier is the diCity’s main stage. She
rector.
also owns, and is artisKeating
recently
tic director of, the Lincast of “My Way: A Musical Tribute to Frank Sinatra” is McKinley Carter,
played Felix Unger in TheEric
colnshire Academy of
Lewis, George Keating and Christine Mild. Photo by Guy Rhodes.
TATC’s “The Odd CouDance, now in its 19th
ple.” He appeared in Disney’s “The Little Mermaid”
season.
at the Paramount Theatre, and is the co-creator of
Performances are at 2 p.m. Wednesdays and
the hit show “Schoolhouse Rock Live” in Chicago
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Fridays, 3 and 7:30 p.m. Satand Off-Broadway.
urdays, 2:30 p.m. Sundays and select Thursday and
Mild, who starred in TATC’s “Pump Boys and DiSunday evenings. Individual tickets range from
nettes,” released her debut solo album, “Love Is Ev$40 to $44. Call the box office at (219) 836-3255 or
erything,” last summer. Her credits include “ComTickets.com at (800) 511-1552 for reservations. Dispany” at Writers Theatre, “Beaches” at Drury Lane
counts are available for groups of 11 or more. Visit
Oakbrook and a one-nun musical, “Sister Robert
www.TheatreAtTheCenter.com for more details.
Anne’s Cabaret Class.”
Theatre at the Center is a year-round professionCarter returns to TATC, where she was last seen
al theater located at The Center for Visual and Perin “Baby” and “High Society.” Chicago credits informing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster.

POSH

Upscale Consignment Boutique
109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117
269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

Lose the Sweats!
Wear the Best:
Armani, Burberry,
Diesel, Eileen Fisher,
Gucci, Lululemon,
Max Mara,
et. al.

Find YOUnique at Posh!
Taking Winter Consignments • Appointments Appreciated

)/(0,1*721
&216758&7,21
Quality custom homes and remodeling
4XDOLW\FXVWRPKRPHVDQGUHPRGHOLQJ

Design/build services available
'HVLJQEXLOGVHUYLFHVDYDLODEOH

A proven local builder
$SURYHQORFDOEXLOGHU

Focus
on green/energy
)RFXVRQJUHHQHQHUJ\
HIILFLHQWFRQVWUXFWLRQ
efﬁcient
construction


6WUXFWXUDO,QVXODWHG3DQHOV

Structural
Insulated Panels6,3V
(SIPs)


.HYLQ)OHPLQJWRQ2ZQHU
Kevin
Flemington, Owner


SKRQHID[
219.878.7117
phone

866.590.2259 fax
NHYLQ#IOHPLQJWRQFRQVWUXFWLRQFRP
ZZZIOHPLQJWRQFRQVWUXFWLRQFRP

kevin@ﬂemingtonconstruction.com
www.ﬂemingtonconstruction.com
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stop 2 beach ...

Q just 3 blocks
Q 3 bdrms main
Q 3 more lower
Q 2 baths
Q 2 car garage
Q fenced rear
Q lots of upgrades!
Q $214,000

sheila carlson

selling homes inc
219.874.1180
219.861.3702 cell
sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
licensed in IN/MI
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Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
The following program is available at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore:
• The Save the Tunes Council performs from
7:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 20, at Indiana Dunes
Visitor Center.
The group preserves folk songs in the traditional
way, using guitar, autoharp, dulcimer, banjo, harmonica, bagpipe, penny whistle, hurdy gurdy and
other obscure instruments.
• Stewardship Programs from 9 a.m. to noon
and 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21, at Chellberg
Farm.
From 9 a.m. to noon, volunteers will clean and
package heirloom and native seeds to be used
around the lakeshore during the next year. Dress
for indoors and outdoors. Meet at the main Chellberg Farm/Bailly Homestead visitor center near the
parking lot.
From 1 to 3 p.m., help park staff survey maple
trees that will be part of a national sugar maple research study. If the weather permits, staff will start
“tapping” the study trees. Dress for the weather,
and be prepared to walk in the winter woods. Meet
at the main Chellberg Farm/Bailly Homestead visitor center near the parking lot.
The Bailly/Chellberg parking lot is on Mineral
Springs Road in Porter between U.S. 12 and 20.
• Winter Fun from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays,
Jan. 21 and 28, at Paul H. Douglas Center for
Environmental Education.
If there’s enough snow, visitors can borrow crosscountry skis or snowshoes to explore Miller Woods.
Guests also can help feed the center’s resident turtles and fish and explore the center’s exhibits.
• Cross-Country Skiing from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 21-22 and 28-29, at
Glenwood Dunes Warming Hut.
Skiing is planned when at least 3 inches of snow
exist. A fireplace and hot chocolate are part of the
experience. Take equipment, and check with the
Visitor Center for conditions. The hut is off North
County Road 275 East near U.S. 20 in Furnessville.

Snowshoe hikes continue the next two Saturdays in January.

• A snowshoe hike from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturdays, Jan. 21 and 28, at Indiana Dunes Visitor
Center.
Meet for a quick lesson, then hike through fields
and woods surrounding the center. A regular hike
will be offered if there is fewer than two inches of
snow. A limited amount of equipment is available.
• Stargazing with Chicago Astronomical Society, Michiana Astronomical Society and Calumet Astronomical Society from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 21, at Kemil Beach parking lot.
Experts will train telescopes on interesting features and discuss the night sky. This month, the
Milky Way will cross the night sky overhead from
northwest to southeast. The Orion Nebula will rise
throughout the evening. The Pleiades and Auriga
star clusters will be visible. Dress for the weather,
and take binoculars. The parking lot is one mile
north of U.S. 12 on East State Park Road.
• A ranger will lead a two-hour tour in one
of the park’s 16-passenger buses at 9 a.m. and
1 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 22.
The tours meet at the Visitor Center. After a brief
introduction, participants board for the tour, which
is free, but reservations are required by calling
(219) 395-1882.
The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is on Lake Street in
Gary. Call (219) 395-1882 for more information.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following program is offered at Indiana Dunes State Park:
• Snowshoe Shuffle from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 21.
Meet a park interpreter at the Nature Center for
an introduction to the winter transportation, then
try a pair for a short walk through the woods. A hike
is planned if there isn’t enough snow.
• Dunes Geocache Adventure from 11:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21.
Explore the Indiana Dunes with a GPS unit to
win prizes. The day ends with a chili-dump at the

Nature Center. Visit geocaching.com and search zip
code 46304 for registration and more details.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chesterton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.
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622KILLARNEYDR.INFO
Bailey/Wehner

PORTER, IN
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2828WABASH.INFO
Wehner/Schauble
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$1,250,000

LONG BEACH, IN

3BR/4BA

$1,150,000

2933LAKESHOREDR.INFO
312.694.3750 Will Schauble
312.860.4192

$500,000

OGDEN DUNES, IN
4BR/3BA

41SUNSET.INFO
312.406.9258 Michael Bill Smith

$450,000

219.921.9227

BEVERLY SHORES, IN
4BR/3BA

403ROBERTS.INFO
Ted Lelek

PORTAGE, IN

3BR/2BA

21INDIANCAMP.INFO
Ted Lelek

$649,700

219.406.5364

$384,900

219.406.5364
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Photo Garners Recognition

Beacher photographer Paul Kemiel’s photo of Bengal white tiger cubs at
Washington Park Zoo is featured in Photographer’s Forum magazine’s
latest hardbound book, “Best of Photography 2016.” Kemiel, Michigan
City, submitted the photo into the Spring Photography Contest in Santa
Barbara, Calif. It was selected as a finalist in the worldwide contest. The
entry was among 11,400 submissions from the U.S. and Canada, as well
as 64 other countries.

Montessori PreK-8 th Grade

School choice is good.

Choose the best school.
x Advanced Courses and Accelerated Learning Pace
for Gifted and Talented Students
x Private School Experience, Tuition-Free
x Enriched Curriculum and Talented Teachers
x College Preparatory Academic Excellence
x Expansive Enrichment Opportunities

Lubzenik Fest Call for Artists
Application to the 2017 Lubeznik Art & Artisan
Festival is open, with 65 to 100 exhibitors to be selected and $3,000 in prizes awarded.
The application deadline is March 10, the event
itself set for 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
Aug. 19 and 20, at Lubeznik Center for the Arts,
101 W. Second St.
Now in its 36th year, the festival attracts thousands of shoppers and art enthusiasts to Michigan
City’s North End. Held on the third weekend in August, it offers contemporary art, artist activations,
beer, wine and food.
Presented off site for many years, the event now
is held at the Lubeznik Center to immerse festivalgoers in the LCA experience. Proceeds are invested
back into the community through artistic and educational programs. The application fee is $35, and
exhibiting artists pay a $200 booth fee if accepted
Jurors are artists Doug Stapleton and Frank
Connet. Stapleton is associate curator of art with
the Illinois State Museum Chicago Gallery. He also
is a visual artist and educator. Connet is a studio
artist, teacher and owner of Textile Restoration Inc.
in Chicago. His work is in numerous private and
public collections.
Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org or call (219) 8744900 for an application and details.

Original Harlem Globetrotters
The world-famous Harlem Globetrotters will
bring its 2017 World Tour to Michigan City from
7 to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24, at Michigan City
High School’s gym, 8466 Pahs Road.
The roster includes Big Easy Lofton, Ant Atkinson, Hi-Lite Bruton, Thunder Law, Bull Bullard
and Cheese Chisholm – plus female stars TNT Lister and Ace Jackson.
General admission is $26. The $175 bench cost
includes one seat on the bench with the team, a
backstage meet and greet, a replica jersey, program
and Sharpie lanyard.
Visit tinyurl.com/h65udwx for reservations. Contact Billy Gerstner at (678) 497-1869 or gerstner@
harlemglobetrotters.com for more details.

Come learn more -

Renaissance Montessori Nights, 6-7 pm
Monday, January 23
Tuesday, January 31

Monday, January 30
Wednesday, February 1

Call to reserve your place.
Daytime tours also available upon request.
Experience the Joy of Learning
(219) 878-8711

4093 West US20, LaPorte, IN
lori@rschool.net
www.rschool.net

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.
inc
An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com
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Two for Tuesday
at

You’re not seeing double.
Every Tuesday throughout January and February, buy one specialty pizza
and get the 2nd FREE. Dine in only.
100 Washington • Michigan City • 219.262.5322

RELAX AND RECHARGE
Refresh your living space with motion
Sofas, Loveseats, Sectionals and
Recliners. Power options vary by model.

Jodoca
Reclining Sofa and Rocker Recliner
power option
available

Stricklin
Reclining Sofa and Rocker
power option
available

Garek
Reclining Sofa and Rocker Recliner

Acieona
Reclining Sofa
with drop down table and
Loveseat with console

Corner
Wedge with
power strip and USB available

Velocity Power Tri-cliner™ Sofa with Power Headrest and USB options

Dazzle Reclining
Sectional with Power Headrest option

MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
1106 E US HWY 20, Michigan City
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035
Mon. - Friday. 9:30 - 6, Sat. 9 - 6 Sunday 12 - 4

Re-Fueler
Lay-Flat Power Reclining Sofa

CATNAPPER
POW’R LIFT ™
Recliners to
ﬁt every style
and budget
with features
such as heat
and massage,
full lay-out,
extra wide
and chaise
seating.
Features vary
by model

MADE IN USA

Kranston
hi-leg recliner

MADE IN TENNESSEE
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New Box Factory Exhibits

ai
p
hc

The Box Factory for the Arts kicks off the new
year with two exhibits, “Local Art Prize Artists” and
“A Lifetime of Artwork,” with an opening reception
at 5:30 p.m. EST Friday, Jan. 20.

HARBOR COUNTRY
PUBLIC ARTS INITIATIVE
PRESENTS

Floyd Gompf

Zaroff

7 THANNUAL
BIRDHOUSE
AUCTION
MARINA GRAND RESORT
Saturday January 21, 2017
New Buffalo Michigan - 5 to 8pm
Limited tickets available at the folowing locations:
Marina Grand Resort, New Buffalo 269-469-9900
Fusion Design, New Buffalo 269-469-8226

www.hcpai.com

EAT, DRINK, PARTY & SUPPORT THE ARTS

Garnett

Schroeder

Works by Art Prize participants vary in size
and medium. Displayed in the Williams and Whitlow galleries, they feature Greg Constantine, Tom
Zaroff, Cara Louise Garnett, Bob Williams and
Brett Maniscalco.
“A Lifetime of Artwork,” held in the Riverwalk
Gallery, features pieces by Bertha Schroeder, who
recently passed away. She continued creating art
through her mid 90s. She also was a Krasl Art Center receptionist for more than 25 years.
The exhibits continue through March 4. The free
reception will feature specialty coffees, light hors
d’oeuvres and cookies.
Box Factory for the Arts is located at 1101 Broad
St., St. Joseph, Mich. Call (269) 983-3688 or visit
www.boxfactoryforthearts.org for details.

Fernwood Botanical Garden
Duneland Home & Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom
Get Ready for Spring Remodeling Sale!!!
Let us help you with all your
remodeling needs. We can help
you with everything you will need
to get your project off and heading
towards the finish line… Consulting,
Budgeting, Selection, Design, Build,
Installation… “One Stop Shop”
What We Sell...
• Kitchen and Bathroom
• Wood Flooring
Cabinetry
• LVT & Laminate Flooring
• Granite, Quartz, Laminate
• Carpet
Countertops
• Window Blinds
• Custom Closet Systems
• Ceramic Tile
What We Do...
• Kitchen & Bathroom
• Plumbing, Electrical, HVAC
Remodeling
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Room Additions
• Drywall Work
• Decks, 3 & 4 Season Rooms,
• Flooring Installation
Porches
And so much more!!!
• Windows, Doors, Siding,
Gutters, Roofs

Just ASK US…
1018 N. Karwick Road “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360
219-878-1720 • 219-878-9141 Fax
email dunelandhome@gmail.com • website: dunelandhome.com
Follow us on Facebook

The following programs are planned at Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988
Range Line Road, Niles, Mich.:
• Curious Coyotes: Winter Exploration from
2 to 4 p.m. EST Saturday, Jan. 28.
Children 6-10 explore wintry trails to find animal
tracks and other aspects of winter. Dress for walking the trails. The cost is $10, or $8 for members.
• Cork Birdhouse from 2 to 3:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, Jan. 29.
Create a birdhouse using recycled wine corks. All
materials are provided. The cost is $25, or $20 for
members. Register by Jan. 28.
• Valentine’s Dinner from 6 to 8 p.m. EST
Tuesday, Feb. 14.
Chef Tim Carrigan will present a choice of entrees
and desserts, along with champagne and a rose for
each couple. The cost is $90 per couple. Register on
Fernwood’s website.
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotanical.org to register or for more information.

Retirement Party
Harbor Country Dental, 105 W. Merchant St.,
New Buffalo, Mich., will host an open house to celebrate the retirement of Dr. Jay Blackburn from 4
to 7 p.m. EST Thursday, Jan. 19.
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La Porte County Parks
All
registrations/questions
go
through the Red Mill County Park
Administrative Office, 0185 S. Holmesville Road, La Porte. Call (219)
325-8315 or visit www.laportecountyparks.org for more details.
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Dryness a Problem
in Your Home?

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore
nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting,
hiking.
The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Jan. 23
and 30, March 6 and 20, and April 3 at Luhr County Park Nature Center, 3178 S. County Road 150
West. Call (219) 325-8315 at least one week in advance to register.
Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and
snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment
are required at least one week in advance or until
full, whichever comes first. The next program is:
• Jan. 25 — Hunting Tracks.
• Feb. 8 — Happy Hibernators.
• Feb. 15 — Flying High.
• March 8 — Snakes Alive.
• March 22 — Spring Has Sprung.
• April 12 — It’s Feeding Time.
• April 19 — Tree Treasures.
Chit-Chat with the Park Superintendent
Park Superintendent Jeremy Sobecki invites the
community to the meet and greets, which are from
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25, at Luhr Park
Nature Center, and 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 15, at Red Mill County Park — Pat Smith Hall.
No pre-registration is required. Those attending
can share their thoughts and ideas, and learn about
what’s new in county parks. Coffee will be served.

Whole-Home Humidifier
Install today… feel comfortable tonight!
• Improve your comfort – reduce static
shock, itchy skin, dry noses and scratchy
throats
• Protect your well-being – help reduce the
symptoms of upper respiratory ailments
• Save energy – enjoy comfort at lower
temperatures
• Preserve your furnishings – protect
woodwork from cracking

WHOLE-HOME HUMIDIFIER

$100 Off
Not valid on prior service or with other offers. Offer good at Michiana Mechanical. Expires
Jan. 31, 2017

Breakfast with the Birds
The free program is from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 28, at Luhr County Park Nature Center.
Registration is not required. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Teachers-Groups-Scout Leaders
Free environmental education programs are offered to groups throughout the year. Programs last
one hour or longer depending on the group size and
age. Programs can be scheduled at Creek Ridge,
Luhr, Bluhm or Red Mill parks. Call (219) 325-8315
for more information or to make a reservation.

219-874-2454
www.MichianaMechanical.com
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Book Spotlights Indiana Dunes

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:

The Indiana Dunes — Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore and Indiana Dunes
State Park— is featured in
the new book 1,000 Places
To See In The United States
& Canada Before You Die.
“People come from all across
the world each year to experience the amazing Indiana
Dunes,” Ken Kosky, Indiana
Dunes Tourism promotions director, said. “Being
featured...allows us to reach
an ever wider audience of
potential visitors.”

Duneland Beach Inn
Inn · Restaurant · Bar
Casual Fine Dining

and

7 for $11
Sunday through Thursday

Fried Chicken Dinner
Pork Tenderloin & Linguine
Shrimp & Vegetable Risotto
Fish ‘n Chips
Prime Rib Pot Pie
Chicken Marsala
Lasagna Bolognese
Brunch served 8 a.m.- 2 p.m. at Jimmy’s Bar
Saturday through Monday
Duneland Inn
3311 Pottawattamie Trl
Michigan City In
800.423.7729

Jimmy’s
18529 Harbor Country Dr.
New Buffalo, MI
269.469.2100

• Bookmarks at the Museum at 2 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 19, at Westchester Township History
Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.
Serena Sutliff will review Svetlana Alexievich’s
“Secondhand Time: The Last of the Soviets.”
• Books That Make You Think Discussion
Group from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 19,
at Thomas Library’s Bertha Wood Meeting
Room, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
The selection is W. Somerset Maugham’s “Of
Human Bondage.” Register at the reference desk,
at the upstairs computer classroom or by calling
(219) 926-7696. Copies of the book are available for
checkout.
• Battles of the American Civil War from 10
a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan. 21, at Thomas Library’s Bertha Wood Meeting Room.
History buff and Civil War enthusiast Thomas
Murphy will discuss the Battle of Vicksburg.
• Pokemon League from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at Thomas Library.
The program is aimed at children in first grade
and older. Attendees learn to make decks of 60 cards.
They don’t need to take anything unless wanting to
take a starter pack of cards.
• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. Wednesdays in the Thomas Library Bertha Wood Meeting Room.
Aimed at children in third grade and older, attendees learn beginning crochet from Sadie
Steciuch. Children should take a size G crochet
hook and skein of medium weight yarn. Class size is
limited, and registration is required by calling (219)
926-7696.
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Healthlinc Voted “Best Tree”

Softball League Registration

The non-profit Michigan
City clinic Healthlinc won
the “Best Tree” vote as
part of the Christmas display at Barker Mansion,
631 Washington St.
In addition to Healthlinc, non-profit groups that
helped decorate the mansion included Queen of All
Saints’ Tapped In ministry, Tri Kappa Delta Mu,
Exchangette Club, Michigan City High School National Honor Society, Keys
to Hope, Footlight Players
and Hesston Steam Museum.
The Healthlinc tree
The touring public was
at Barker Mansion.
invited to vote for its favorite Christmas tree throughout December, and
Healthlinc’s Victorian-inspired tree in the foyer garnered the most votes. It received a $200 cash prize
sponsored by the Friends of Barker Civic Center.

Michigan City Parks & Recreation Department
registration is open for Youth Baseball and Girls
Youth Softball leagues through April 1.

Members of the Healthlinc team who helped decorate
their tree at Barker Mansion.

“Offering the funds to a non-profit group fits in
well with the Barker family’s legacy of charitable giving,” Barker Mansion Director Jessica Rosier said.
Angie McClead, Healthlinc’s assistant site manager, said the funds will aid efforts to expand access
to health care.
“We hold patient clinics such as a diabetic and
obesity clinic that we could use the funds for,” she
said, “or we may use it to purchase books for our
pediatric department.”
Healthlinc staff members who helped decorate
the foyer alongside McClead included patient service representatives Carla Martinez and Christina
Kraemer, registered nurse Brenda Riley, medical
assistant Levi Reyes and nurse practitioner Jennifer Evans. Lending helping hands were McClead’s
daughter and Riley’s granddaughters, who they
credit as being helpful in running up and down the
stairs to grab decorations.

Registration can be done at the Park Office (lower
level of City Hall) or at www.mcparksandrec.com.
The cost is $30 for 5- to 6-year-olds, with discounts
for multiple immediate family members for T-Ball
only. The cost is $50 for 7- to 15-year-olds, with discounts for immediate family members for Baseball
and Girls Youth Softball.
The season, which runs May through mid-July,
includes 12 regular games, with a double-elimination post-season tournament.
Contact the Michigan City Parks & Recreation
Department at (219) 873-1506 or email Jeremy Kienitz at jkienitz@emichigancity.com for details.
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Last year’s slate of Academy Award nominees, if
you recall, sustained a blemish it could not dismiss
with the #OscarsSoWhite campaign.
This year, Academy voters have no excuse.
What 2016 delivered — either by intention or
happy coincidence — is an astonishing array of performances by black actors and actresses. Four films
are all but assured nominations. Three are period
pieces, one a contemporary coming-of-age saga.
But only one performer, at this stage in the game,
is a lock for a win.
Here’s why.

Denzel Washington and Viola Davis in the 2010 Broadway revival.

The Heavyweight
It took August Wilson’s “Fences” nearly 30 years
to arrive on the big screen, and it bears the meatiest awards-season pedigree, having won the Tony for
Best Play and Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1987. With
Wilson writing the screenplay, Denzel Washington
and Viola Davis back in their Tony-winning roles
from the 2010 revival, and Washington doing double
duty as director — all the key players are present.
The result: Washington and Davis give staggering performances...but the film wrestles with a predicament it never resolves: How do you transform
a one-set stage production into full-blown cinema?
The stage, indeed, was the perfect setting for Wilson’s intimate glimpse into one black family’s turbulent life, unraveling in 1950s Pittsburgh and set
entirely at his home. We meet Troy, once a bright
presence in Negro league baseball, now 53 and a
trash collector, barely providing for his family, his
hopes and dreams dashed by a lengthy prison term.
His wife, Rose, stands by him, the no-nonsense voice
of reason amid Troy’s disputes with his sons. The
“fences” in question are the ones Rose has asked
Troy for years to erect in their backyard, but they
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The Changing Face of Potential Oscar Nominees
by Andrew Tallackson

The “fences” in question exist as a metaphor for the emotional walls Troy (Denzel Washington, center) builds around himself.

exist in the play, and the film, as a metaphor for the
emotional walls Troy creates between himself and
his family.
When
Rose
reminds Troy times are
changing, that he was
born too late, Troy’s
response is, no one
should be born too late
for anything. That
remark is devastatingly direct, a strike
against the very core The scene where Rose (Viola Davis)
of racism in denying lashes out at Troy guarantees the actress an Oscar.
people of color their
inalienable rights.
As ferociously embodied by Washington, Troy is a
steamroller of a man who holds court with anyone
caught in his wake. To get a feel for Washington’s
performance, picture him in the penultimate scene
that won him an Oscar for “Training Day.” He’s in
the street, surrounded by people taunting him and
firing back at them with all the venom he can muster. Now, picture him maintaining that fever pitch

from start to finish...and you have a clear picture of
Washington’s presence in “Fences.” How he maintains that exhaustive tension is staggering.
In one single scene, Davis guarantees her Oscar
win. Midway through “Fences,” Rose finally lashes
out at Troy, the actress digging down deep, summoning everything she’s got and spewing it out in
a torrent of hurt and resentment. It is the defining
moment in Davis’ career.
It is that confrontation between Rose and Troy,
though, that signifies everything magnificent and
troubling with Washington’s film adaptation.
Troy is a man angry at life, at the hand dealt him,
and until that scene, we understand him. But the
bomb Troy drops on Rose reveals him to be a cruel,
selfish monster teetering into madness. Your empathy for him terminates right then and there. He is
about as sympathetic as Willie Loman. Might that
turn off voters? It shouldn’t, but it could.
Will Wilson’s screenplay, and the film itself, be
recognized with nominations? Iffy. Wilson’s writing is so tight, so carefully constructed, tampering
with it, in a way, is blasphemy. But by essentially
leaving his work as is, “Fences” on film amounts to
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the equivalent of a photographed stage play. Troy’s
lengthy monologues have the feel of theater. Even
when the material is this strong, it still feels written, not spoken.
That Davis represents the only bankable win for
“Fences” has little to do with race. James Foley’s
crackling adaptation of David Mamet’s “Glengarry
Glen Ross” also was dismissed as a photographed
stage play, scoring only a Best Supporting Actor
nomination for Jack Lemmon. Past history indicates Academy voters reward films that achieve the
ideal balance between stage and screen.

Ruth Negga and Joel Edgerton star in “Loving.”

Silent Running
If “Fences” crackles with fire and brimstone,
then “Loving” and “Moonlight” are like hushed
whispers. Unusually quiet, their understatement
reflects a patience rare in movies.
Maybe too understated, however. Subtlety rarely translates into Oscar gold. Voters prefer lively,
rousing turns from their performers.
“Loving” was written and directed by Jeff Nichols, who specializes in thoughtful sci-fi pictures like
“Midnight Special” and “Take Shelter.” “Thoughtful” is the best way to describe “Loving.” It takes a
respectful approach to otherwise sensational material, that of Richard and Mildred Loving, who
strive to validate their interracial marriage first
in the eyes of their state, then the nation, starting
in the late 1950s and culminating in the 1967 U.S.
Supreme Court decision, Loving vs. Virginia.
Richard and Mildred were two private people
who wanted to be left alone, to live out their lives as
husband and wife. As played by Joel Edgerton and
Ruth Negga, they react with horror, and ultimately
restrained dignity, to the ugliness around them.
Continued on Page 20
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The Changing Face Continued from Page 19
Nichols carefully charts their saga, and by the end,
their story has been faithfully conveyed.
We walk away from “Loving” admiring it for its
intelligence, but never emotionally consumed by it.
The thing is, Richard and Mildred don’t say much.
The performances by Edgerton and Negga are more
reactive in body language than in how they verbally
express themselves. Such low-key turns by the actors don’t typically scream “Oscar.”

The widespread appeal of “Hidden Figures” saw
it debut at No. 1 at the box office.

The Home Run

Naomie Harris is a likely Best Supporting Actress
candidate for her searing turn in “Moonlight.”

“Loving” has a strong chance at nominations for
Best Picture, Director, Screenplay and maybe Best
Actress for Negga. More than likely, though, the
nominations will be viewed as the sole reward.
The same applies to “Moonlight,” whose surprise
upset scored Best Picture (Drama) at the Golden
Globes. One of the year’s most acclaimed, it tells
the story of Chiron, starting in childhood, progressing to high school and concluding in adulthood as he
comes to peace with himself as a gay black man.
The movie defies categorization: three actors, each
beautifully conveying the
Trevante Rhodes stars as the
adult version of Chiron in
same person at different
“Moonlight.”
phases in his life.
But how do you reward that achievement —
performance-wise — with a single Oscar? And like
“Loving,” the main character says little. He’s been
beat down by life — bullies at school, drug addict of
a mother — to where he has retreated inward. The
showier performance comes from Naomie Harris
(“Skyfall”) as his mother. The scene late in the film
where she pleads with Chiron for forgiveness locks
her in for a nomination...but she’ll be up against Davis, where no one else stands a chance against her.
The consolation prize for “Moonlight” could arrive
in the Best Original Screenplay category, where voters might reward writer-director Barry Jenkins for
having more to say about race and sexuality than
any other picture in recent years.

The ideal compromise, the picture that has everything going for it — widespread appeal, peerless
cast, timely themes, inspirational message — is
“Hidden Figures.”
To call it a “safe bet,” though, is to dismiss one of
the most all-around entertaining movies of 2016 as
Oscar bait. Based on Margot Lee Shetterly’s nonfiction book of the same name, and directed and
co-written by Theodore Melfi (Bill Murray’s engaging “St. Vincent”), the movie offers a history lesson
spiked with humor and social commentary.
Taraji P. Henson (unrecognizable, timidly hiding behind her cat-eye spectacles), Octavia Spencer
and Janelle Monáe play Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson, respectively, three
women who, working in the segregated portion of
Langley Research Center, ultimately played key
roles in NASA’s Space Race.
The success of the movie rests with these actresses. They never reduce the women to civil rights
martyrs or symbols. They are good, smart, incredibly likable women who just want respect and fair
treatment.
Melfi, as director, tactfully handles the issue of
race. Scenes unfold bereft of cheap, easy sentiment.
Nothing more needs to be said as Johnson, helping
herself to a cup of coffee from the office pot, turns
around to discover a sea of white — all men, all
white, in white button-down shirts — staring with
shocked disapproval. And with no “colored” bathrooms nearby, Johnson is forced to walk a half mile
back and forth to the nearest restroom, taking her
work into the stall with her. When Johnson finally
stands up for herself, Henson reduces the room to
a hushed silence. It’s a powerful moment, delivered
by Henson with an intense mix of anger and exasperation that, at the very least, deserves a Best Actress nomination.
Kevin Costner is wonderful as well, playing Space
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Task Group Director Al Harrison with
no-nonsense frugality. Harrison and
Johnson forge a relationship cultivated
out of respect, and when a colleague
balks at Johnson’s presence at a key
meeting, arguing there is no “protocol”
for including women, “Hidden Figures”
is as much about race as it is men fearful
of being outsmarted by women at work.
Again, the movie sounds like a heavy
handed message picture, and it’s not. The
tone resembles “The Help,” which may
work against it come Oscar time. Will it
be considered too lightweight? Its only
Golden Globe nomination went to Spencer for Best Supporting Actress. However, with the film’s critical embrace, and
the healthy box office on opening weekend, it may fare better than expected.
But will it? Will faces of color turn
up among this year’s Oscar nominees?
Based on what we saw in 2016, there is
no way talent like this can be ignored.
Black, white, whatever — these actors
and actresses achieved marvelous work.
(Academy Award nominations will be
announced Tuesday, Jan. 24.)
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@
thebeacher.com
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Taraji P. Henson deserves a Best Actress nomination for her work as
Katherine Johnson in “Hidden Figures.”
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Items Sought for “Show and Tell”

Chesterton Art Center

The community is invited to contribute to the
Michigan City Memorabilia Show and Tell at 11
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 28, at Barker Mansion, 631
Washington St.

The following programs are available at Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.:
• George Kassal will offer a three-session
Beginning Digital Photography class starting
from 6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 1.
The class is designed for people new to digital and
primarily use “point and shoot” cameras. Kassal,
Long Beach, will cover the basic operation of the
cameras and use of features, such as scene modes,
exposure compensation, white balance and flash.
Special focus will be on how to get the best images
of people in various scenarios.
Students should take their camera and instruction manual to class. The cost is $50, with members
receiving a $5 discount.
• Judy Gregurich and Mark Montgomery
will teach a six-week Glass Mosaic class starting from 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 7.
Students will learn how to design and build a 2-D
stained-glass mosaic pattern using the direct method. The history of mosaics, alternate construction
techniques and materials will be discussed.
All skill levels are welcome; however, experienced
students may work on independent projects. All
supplies are included. The cost is $110 for members
and $125 for non-members.
Call the center at (219) 926-4711 to register or
more details on either class.

This old photograph, Pleasure Boating on Trail Creek, is an example of
the type of item people can register for the event.

During the free event, the public can share its
treasured items with the crowd. Items can range
from vintage postcards, to high school mementos, to
factory and industry relics. The only rules are that
the items must relate to Michigan City history and
be appropriate for all ages.
“Many of us own small relics of history,” Heritage
Interpreter T.J. Kalin said. “Sharing them helps us
piece together our past as a town and as a region.”
Anyone wishing to contribute must register the
item in advance by calling (219) 873-1520. Participants must talk about their memorabilia before a
crowd for three minutes and answer two minutes
worth of questions. Those wishing to simply observe
do not need to register.
A 1 p.m. mansion tour is planned afterward. Standard tour prices of $8 per adult and $5 per youth apply. Visit www.barkermansion.com for details.

Used Book Sale
Independent Cat Society will host its “Abridged”
Used Book Sale from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 21, and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 22, at
Valparaiso Moose Lodge, 108 Indiana Ave.
The sale is “abridged” because it is a smaller version of the large book sale. Call (219) 785-4936 or
email shelter@catsociety.org for details. The shelter
is located at 4061 S. County Line Road, Westville.

Professional auto body repair
hassle-free insurance claim experts
free pick-up & delivery
16153 red arrow highway . union pier . michigan

269.469.1961
www.harringtoncollision.com
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QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED
REASONABLE

County Commissioner Mike Bohacek donated “Bison-Tennial Bill” to the
museum in December.

Curator’s Report
La Porte County Historical Society Museum, 2405
Indiana Ave., released its December curator’s report.
Visitors came from 12 counties, 14 states, South
Africa and Spain. Sixty two third-graders from La
Porte’s Handley Elementary School toured the museum. Santa visited with children Dec. 3, while La
Porte Little Theatre carolers entertained.
The Christmas theme, “Season’s Greetings!,”
highlighted the museum’s Christmas card collection. County Historian Fern Eddy Schultz presented a program on “Prominent People of La Porte
County: The Rest of the Story, Chapter 5.”
Donations included:
• “Bison-Tennial Bill” by County Commissioner
Mike Bohacek.
• Door Prairie Car Show T-shirt, Dr. Peter Kesling.
• Two Mill Creek High School beanies, sweaters,
handbooks, pennant and jacket, and a Kerosene
drip bottle, Carolyn Hunt.
• Tools for checking pasteurization and sediment
tester used at local dairies, Al Horvath.
• Archival information, Hunt.
• Items for the sale table, John Mareska and Hunt.
Museum staff will work on a new permanent display highlighting La Porte County schools this winter. On display mid-January through February is
the vast collection of antique Valentines.
Anyone wishing to volunteer may call (219) 3246767 and ask for Susie or Janet.

911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN

the Beacher Business Printers

(219) 879-0088
FAX (219) 879-8070

•
•
•
•

Practicing attorney for over 45 years
Concentrating in estate planning
Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois
LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street
Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360
Website: mvrileylaw.com

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984
www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6
t
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We Welcome ALL
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Glass Replacement

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Add-Ons

• Custom Painting

• Body Kits

• Detailing

• Restorations

• A/C

See us on

Local family owned business with over
25 years experience
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Full Color Printing
Brochures
Annual Reports

Fliers
Business Cards

Newsletters
Promotional Pamphlets

Free Delivery - Call for Free Quote Today!
Design & Typesetting Available

911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN

the Beacher Business Printers

(219) 879-0088
FAX (219) 879-8070
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Members of the Dueling Pianos International roster have been performing for nearly 20 years.

“Dueling Pianos” to Benefit Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra
Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra will
showcase two musicians seated at pianos and dishing out comedy antics during “Dueling Pianos” at 7
p.m. EST Friday, Jan. 27, at Vineland Center, 1155
Vineland Road, St. Joseph, Mich.
Shows have sold out the last five years, so reservations for seats or tables of eight are strongly recommended.
Members of the Dueling Pianos International
roster, who specialize in fast-paced musical-comedy
entertainment, have been performing for nearly 20
years. Musical repertoire ranges from classic rock
to country, hard rock to R&B, and show tunes to
Top 40. The musicians engage the audience, incorporating them into the show. The audience shouts

Summer Staff Housing Needed
The National Park Service needs short-term
housing near Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
for the seasonal workforce of park rangers, guides,
maintenance workers and research aides.
Summer employees often have difficulty finding
suitable short-term housing. Most are college students or people just starting their careers and with
limited budgets. Many apartments will not lease or
rent for fewer than six months or a year, and the
park’s summer employees typically work fewer than
that starting in May. Most require temporary (two
to six months) housing, preferably furnished apartments or rooms with cooking privileges.
Those interested in receiving referrals should
contact Administrative Support Assistant Florida
Harris at (219) 395-8585, Ext. 1772.

out requests, sings along to favorites and banters
with the performers.
An optional buffet dinner starts at 5:30 p.m. EST,
with cocktails served at 6:30 p.m. EST. The menu
includes prime rib, veggie lasagna, roasted new potatoes, salad, rolls and cake.
The SMSO also will host a silent auction with gift
certificates. The earnings are dedicated to activities
that further the symphony’s goals of music education and development.
Tickets are $30, or $240 for a table of eight. The
cost for the show and dinner is $50, or $400 for a
table of eight.
Contact the SMSO office at (269) 982-4030 or visit www.smso.org for reservations.
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Michigan City Public Library

Unity Scholarship Application

The following programs are available at Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• South Shore Scribes at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 19.
The writing group meets
the first and third Thursdays
each month.
• Bookmarks: “Secondhand Time” at 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 20.
Serena Sutliff will review
Svetlana Alexievich’s book —
a 2015 Nobel Prize winner in
Literature.
• Life Line Screening at
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21.
Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential
health problems related to blocked arteries, abdominal aneurysms, hardening of the arteries in the
legs, atrial fibrillation or irregular heartbeat, and a
bone density screening for men and women. The full
screening takes 60 to 90 minutes. Call (888) 6536441 to register and receive a $10 discount.
• Story Time at 1 p.m. Tuesdays, Jan. 24 and
31, and 10 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25.
Children birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs and crafts. Arrive a few minutes early to
receive a name tag.
Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more
information on library programming.

Online applications are available for the 2017
cycle of Unity Foundation of La Porte County scholarships and awards.
The submission deadline is March 31. Scholarships and awards ranging from $250 to $2,500 each
are awarded through more than 50 Unity funds.
All applicants can log into www.uflc.net to complete and submit information. The common application was designed to allow students to apply for several different scholarships through one process. The
application evaluates the responses provided and
matches people with eligible scholarships. Students
should begin the process early because transcripts
must be downloaded before the application is submitted, and some scholarships require verification
of club involvement or activities.
Two specialty awards also can be viewed at www.
uflc.net. Some require nominations of deserving
students or adults:
• Diane K. Bamberth Memorial Award
(Nomination Deadline: March 31) — current
graduating La Porte High School seniors pursuing
an undergraduate bachelor degree from an accredited, tax-exempt college or university.
Applicants must demonstrate community service, leadership, humility, courage and tenacity. Recipients must enroll as full-time students. Nominators may be: colleague, clergy, community member,
family member, professor/teacher, other.
• Jan Nona Environmental Stewardship
Award (Nomination Deadline: March 31) —
Residents of La Porte or Porter counties who emerge
as activists in environmental protection. Nominators may be: community member, family member,
professor/teacher, self, other.
Additional forms available are:
• New Day Foundation’s Connie Yagelski-Marhanka Music Scholarship (Postmark
Deadline: April 15) — These are awarded to graduating La Porte County high school seniors who
include music in their studies towards a degree or
career. Applicants must download the scholarship
application and mail the printed form, essay and
transcript to: New Day Foundation, Scholarship
Committee, 8101 W. Country Lane, Michigan City,
IN 46360.
• Susan Hay Hemminger Scholarship Foundation Application (Postmark Deadline: April
15) — The four award criteria are: financial need,
academic achievement, community service/leadership, and ability and commitment. Applicants must
be legal La Porte County residents, graduates of a
high school district that includes La Porte County
in its boundaries and accepted/enrolled in a two- or
four-year undergraduate program at an accredited
institution. Applications must be downloaded and
mailed to: Susan Hay Hemminger Scholarship, P.O.
Box 9242, Michigan City, IN 46361.

Chamber Program on Cuba Trip
The Michigan City Area Chamber of Commerce’s
International Travel Program will offer a trip to
Cuba this year.
A free informational meeting is at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25, at the chamber office, 200 E. Michigan
Blvd. Trip details, travel requirements and questions are planned.
Visit MichiganCityChamber.com or call (219)
874-6221 for more details.

ACCESS MOBILITY
WHEELCHAIR SHOP
FAITHFULLY SERVING THE
NEEDS OF THE HANDICAPPED
Stairlifts, Porch Lifts, & Vehicle Lifts
DAVE LEWIS
President

1-888-201-5223
Phone 219-872-5804
Fax 219-872-5814
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Miller Garden Club

Jan. 10, 2017
TEAM STANDING
WON
1. Queen Pins
4
1. Wine-ettes
4
1. Diagonal Divas
4
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES
1. Nancy Kubath
2. Cindy Beck
3. Tammy Vouri
4. Linda Neulieb
5. Margie Midkiff
6. Sue Labovitz
SPLITS
Debbie Novak
Robyn Rice
THREE STRIKES IN A ROW
Linda Neulieb
Margie Midkiff
Nancy Kubath
❑
More bowlers are invited when teams
12:30 p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

LOST
0
0
0
SCORE
201
177
169
168
166
158
5-10
1-3-10

meet at

The Miller Garden Club will hold its annual Winter Soiree at 6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21, at Marquette
Park Aquatorium, 6918 Oak Ave., Gary.
This
year’s
speaker
is LaManda Joy, awardwinning Illinois Extension
Master Gardener who is
considered the “Best Urban Farmer in Chicago.”
Inspired by the massive
World War II Victory Garden movement, she founded the Peterson Garden
Project in 2010. She has
served on the board of the
American Community Gardening Association, spoken at the Library of Congress, national conferences, appeared on PBS and other media outlets.
At the Winter Soiree, she will discuss the Peterson Garden Project program that uses empty urban property to create short-term organic gardens
where people can learn how to grow their own food.
Social hour is at 6 p.m., followed by refreshments
and the program at 7 p.m.
The club meets from 10 to 11:30 a.m. the third
Saturday of the month March through October. Visit Millergardenclub.org or facebook for details.

3KRWRRIWKH:HHN&RQWHVW
+HOS8V&DSWXUH/LIH
$ORQJWKH%HDFK
6QDSDKLJKUHVROXWLRQSKRWRRID
IULHQGRUIDPLO\PHPEHUSODFH
HYHQWHYHQWKHEHDXWLIXOVFHQHU\
,QFOXGHWKHGD\WLPHDQGORFDWLRQ
RIWKHSKRWR
6XEPLWWKHSKRWRWR7KH%HDFKHU
E\SPHDFK:HGQHVGD\:H·OO
FRQWDFW\RXE\SP7KXUVGD\
LIWKHSKRWRLVFKRVHQWRDSSHDU
LQDQXSFRPLQJHGLWLRQ
(PDLOKLJKUHVROXWLRQSKRWRVWRGUHZ#WKHEHDFKHUFRP
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Activities to Explore
219.879.9140
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Talk to your local HOME

LENDER

Gina Siwietz

Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512
horizonbank.com

Member FDIC

NMLS# 586271

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICËVËSENSIBLE ADVICE®

We Put The Snow Where You Want It

SHORELAND MARINE SNOW
PLOWING
Commercial-Residential.
Most residential $25, includes sidewalk.
Free quotes. Call today to get on the list!

219-861-BOAT (2628)
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CUSTOM FRAMING

Quality, Service & Smiles
You’ll find it all with us!
L & M Framing and Gallery

www.web.triton.net/landmframing/
202 S. Whittaker, New Buffalo
Open Daily 11-5

Warren J. Attar, Agent
My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN 46360
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com
The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.
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269-469-4800

In the Area:
Jan. 19 — Books That Make You Think Discussion Group, “Of Human Bondage,” 6-7:30 p.m.,
Westchester Public Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave.,
Chesterton.
Jan. 19 — Northwest Indiana Green Drinks in
Michigan City, 6:30 p.m., Shoreline Brewery, 208
Wabash St. Suggested donation: $5, $2/students.
Info: (219) 874-4076.
Jan. 20 — Bookmarks: “Secondhand Time,” 2
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.
Jan. 20 — The Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882.
Jan. 20-29 — “Perspectives From Extraordinary
Students,” Southern Shore Art Association, 724
Franklin St. Opening reception: 1-3 p.m. Jan. 22.
Info: www.southernshoreartassociation.com
Jan. 21 — Snowshoe Shuffle, 10-11 a.m., Nature
Center @ Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.
Jan. 21 — Battles of the American Civil War, the
Battle of Vicksburg, 10 a.m.-noon, Westchester Public Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
Jan. 21 — Stargazing, 5-6:30 p.m., Kemil Beach
parking lot, one mile north of U.S. 12 on East State
Park Road. Info: (219) 395-1882.
Jan. 21 — Dunes Geocache Adventure, 11:30
a.m.-5 p.m., Nature Center @ Indiana Dunes State
Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton.
Info: (219) 926-1390.
Jan. 21-22, 28-29 — Cross-Country Skiing, 9
a.m.-4 p.m., Glenwood Dunes Warming Hut, North
County Road 275 East near U.S. 20. Info: (219) 3951882.
Jan. 24 — Harlem Globetrotters 2017 World
Tour, 7-9:30 p.m., Michigan City High School’s gym,
8466 Pahs Road. General admission: $26. Reservations: tinyurl.com/h65udwx
Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA),
6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health.
Info: (219) 879-3817.
Mondays, Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous,
7 p.m. Mon./Franciscan St. Anthony Health, 301
W. Homer St., 9 a.m. Fri./First United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: https://oa.org,
(219) 879-0300.
Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m.,
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708)
927-5287.
Through Feb. 28 — “The Bill of Rights and You”
Pop-up Exhibit, Westchester Public Library, 200 W.
Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
In the Region
Jan. 20 — Opening reception, new exhibits, 5:30
p.m. EST, The Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad
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St., St. Joseph, Mich. Free. Info: (269) 983-3688,
info@boxfactoryforthearts.org, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
Jan. 20-May 15 — “RETRO.SPECT,” The Inn at
Harbor Shores, St. Joseph, Mich. Info: susan@susanwilczak.com, 269) 449-3231.
Jan. 20-22 — Elkhart Civic Theatre Youth,
“Holder Posey, the Felonious Photographer,” Bristol (Ind.) Opera House. Times (Eastern): 7 p.m. Jan.
20-21, 3 p.m. Jan. 22. Tickets: $12/adults, $10/students. Reservations: (574) 848-4116, elkhartcivictheatre.org
Jan. 21 — Indoor Flea Market, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
EST, New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372
California Road. Info: (773) 803-9773.
Jan. 21 — Miller Garden Club Winter Soiree, 6
p.m., Marquette Park Aquatorium, 6918 Oak Ave.,
Gary. Info: Millergardenclub.org
Jan. 21-22 — Independent Cat Society “Abridged”
Used Book Sale, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Jan. 21/11 a.m.-4
p.m. Jan. 22, Valparaiso Moose Lodge, 108 Indiana
Ave. Info: (219) 785-4936, shelter@catsociety.org

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chapter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Purdue University Northwest — Westville Campus, Library Student Faculty Building Room
144, 1401 S. U.S. 421, Westville, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 19. Donors receive a We Challenge U T-shirt while supplies last.
• La Porte High School, 602 F St., La Porte, 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Friday, Jan. 20. Students who recruit
one presenting donor receive a Red Cross baseball hat while supplies last.
• Bethany Lutheran Church, 102 G St., La Porte, 1
to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or
visit redcrossblood.org for more details.
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MELODY’S WHOLE
HOUSE ESTATE SALE
Conducting Professional Estate Sales for 26 Years.
Fully Insured and Bonded. Family Owned and Operated

We offer professionally
conducted estate,
downsizing & moving
sales done in your
Home!

Call for your Free in HOME Evaluation

LIVE TALK
RADIO
CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Ofﬁce: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

574.355.1500 MELODY
574.355.1600 TOM
574.753.8695 OFFICE
MKOLKE@AOL.COM
www.melodysestatesale.com

We Streamline Live 24/7 All Over the World!
wimsradio.com

“We LOVE what we do” ~ Melody
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Newsletters
the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070
email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

On January 19, 1809, Edgar Allan Poe, “Master
Teller of Tales,” who is recognized throughout the
world as one of America’s greatest authors, was
born in Boston.
On January 19, 1825, Ezra Daggett and his nephew, Thomas Kensett, obtained a patent for their
process of storing food in tin cans.
On January 19, 1903, the first regular transatlantic radio broadcast was sent between Cape Cod,
Mass., and Cornwall, England.
On January 19, 1955, with the permission of President Eisenhower, a presidential news conference
was filmed for television for the first time.
On January 19, 1983, the American Psychiatric
Association urged a “tightening up” of rules for use
of the insanity defense in criminal trials.
On January 20, 1929, the first sound movie to be
filmed outdoors, “In Old Arizona,” was released.
On January 20, 1961, John F. Kennedy took office
as the 35th president of the United States.
On January 20, 1982, George Hallas named Mike
Ditka to be the new head coach of the Chicago Bears.
On January 20, 1986, Martin Luther King Day
was observed as a federal holiday for the first time.
On January 20, 2008, Barack Obama was formally sworn in as president of the United States,
becoming the first African-American to be elected
commander in chief.
On January 21, 1915, the Kiwanis Club was
founded in Detroit.
On January 21, 1996, at the 53rd annual Golden
Globes, “Sense and Sensibility” won best dramatic
picture; “Babe” won best comedy.
On January 22, 1789, the first American novel,
“The Power of Sympathy,” was published. It was a
story of lust, seduction, incest, and suicide, and set
the pattern for American novels of the day.
On January 22, 1907, the premiere of the Richard
Strauss opera, Salome, with its “Dance of the Seven
Veils,” inspired vaudeville performers everywhere
to do their version of the “naughty” dance. Directors
of the Metropolitan Opera were so shocked by the
opera, they prohibited further performances.
On January 22, 1938, Thornton Wilder’s play “Our
Town” made its debut, in Princeton, N.J.
On January 22, 1968, “Rowan & Martin’s LaughIn” premiered on NBC.
On January 22, 1980, President Jimmy Carter announced, in his State of the Union Address, that he
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would reinstate Selective Service registration.
On January 22, 2001, Roy T. Brown, who played
Cooky the Clown, longtime sidekick to Bozo the
Clown, died in Elk Grove Village, Ill, at 68.
On January 23, 1789, Georgetown University was
established at the future site of the nation’s capital.
On January 23, 1832, impressionist painter Edouard Manet was born in Paris.
On January 23, 1845, Congress mandated that
national elections should take place on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in November.
On January 23, 1977, the popular television miniseries “Roots,” based on Alex Haley’s novel, began
airing on ABC.
On January 23, 2004, Bob Keeshan, television’s
“Captain Kangaroo,” died at 76 in Windsor, Vt.

On January 24, 1908, the first public meeting
of the Boy Scouts, founded by England’s Robert
Baden-Powell, took place in London.

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country
New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

On January 24, 1935, canned beer went on sale (in
Richmond, Va.) for the first time.

28 Years of

On January 24, 1991, Albert T. Stewart, retired
director of the Purdue University Music Department, died at 83.

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

On January 24, 1996, the FDA approved Olestra,
the nation’s first zero-calorie artificial fat.

of Long Beach

On January 25, 1890, New York World reporter
Nellie Bly received a tumultuous welcome after
completing a round-the-world journey in 72 days,
beating the fictional 80-day trip of Jules Verne’s
Phileas Fogg.
On January 25, 1915, telephone inventor Alexander Graham Bell inaugurated transcontinental
phone service with a call from New York to San
Francisco.
On January 25, 1947, gangster Al Capone died in
Palm Island, Fla.; he was 48.
On January 25, 1949, the new nation of Israel
held its first election.
On January 25, 1959, the “jet age” opened in the
United States when American airlines scheduled
the first transcontinental flight (from New York to
Los Angeles) of a Boeing 707.
On January 25, 1961, President John Kennedy
held the first presidential news conference to be
televised live.
On January 25, 1974, Yale University acknowledged that its highly publicized “Vinland Map,” was
a forgery. This map purported to show North America (as discovered by Leif Ericson) centuries before
the arrival of Columbus.

CARRY-OUT OR
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE
valuable coupon

On January 24, 1848, gold was discovered on the
California property of John A. Sutter, leading to the
famous “California Gold Rush,” as well as to the infamous “forty-niners.”

i

a

Name & Address

____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number:

219-874-4268

____________________

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS
Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA
www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

DYE

PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449
Specializing in Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps,
Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters,
& Sewer Services

Servin
g
You Si
nce
1939

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…
Small Enough To Know You…”
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)
1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.
Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Starting acoustic quartet with older musicians. Need standup bass,
rhythm/lead guitar, woodwind. Have percussionist. G-Dead, Allman
Bros., Van Morrison, B. Dylan…like that! Ken at bretlkm@aol.com

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs
Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.
Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications
219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net
JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City
is open. Call 219-221-1534.
ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call 219-872-1217.
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle.
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5,
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
PROFESSIONAL BARTENDER FOR HIRE
Weddings, holiday or fun friend/family gatherings. No party
too large or small. 20 years experience in fine dining and
professional sports facility. Call today to book your special
event. Ask for Angie, or leave message, at (312) 806-0547
What’s going on in Town Government?
www.longbeachviews.com
Need help shoveling snow? I’m available seven days a week.
References available upon request. Call Tommy Parker
at (219) 840-4949.
WINTER WATCH PROGRAM
Let Duneland Home & Hardware watch your home when you are not able
to. Call (219) 878-1720 today for details.
ERRAND MAN: Don’t want to leave the comfort of home? Local/
long distance runs. Grocery shopping, deliveries, mail runs. 9:30am7:30pm Mon.-Sat. Call (219) 214-8123.
NOTHING SAYS VALENTINE’S DAY QUITE LIKE A BATCH OF
DELICIOUS BAKED HOMEMADE TREATS!
Place your order today for Valentine’s Day and make your sweetheart’s
gift perfect. Your choices of chocolate, red velvet, vanilla cake, mini-cakes
and cupcakes with cream cheese frosting or butter cream. Handmade,
one-of-a-kind toppers with a cute notecard included.
Call Karen to order soon: (219) 872-2098.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals,
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroidery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
www.reprographicarts.com
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S
(2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455
U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.
HOME MATTERS CLEANING SERVICE INC.
Email home_matters_cleaning@yahoo.com for the many
services we offer. 21-years experience. • Call 219-898-2592.
ESSENTIAL CLEANING
Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling Cleanup, Business and
Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and Commercial. Insured and
references available.
Call Rebecca at 219-617-7746 or email
essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.
HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, deep cleaning, cleanout. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free estimate.
(219) 229-0034

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
QUALITY CARPENTRY: Expert remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms.
Also: doors, windows, ceramic tile, drywall, decks & repairs. Winter
watch service. Small jobs welcome. Call Ed at 219/873-4456.
•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC •••••••••••••••••••••
24/7 Emergency Service • Licensed & insured
Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.
STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Complete roof tear offs,
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows.
Fully insured. 630-726-6466. Ask for Terry. 39 yrs. experience.
BILL SMART NEEDS PROJECTS – Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber •
Painting and Tile. Call (269) 469-4407.
*********EASTCO BUILDERS/REMODLERS*********
New/remodel, additions, garages, decks porches, kitchens, bathrooms, framing, siding windows/doors, Egress, replacement, drywall, finishing concrete/masonry, ceramic tile, install/replace/repair,
service maintenance/winterization. 25-years experience. Licensed/
insured. (219) 229-4962. Like us on facebook.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.
Duneland Home & Hardware “Handyman Service.”
No job too big or small... We DO-IT ALL...
Call for your free estimate. (219) 878-1720

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.
A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.
Seniors (65+) 10% off labor. References. Reasonable.
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003
WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding
and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured.
Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.
CAPPY PAINTING. Interior/exterior painting. 20+years experience.
Professional, quality work at reasonable prices. Call (219) 874-6396.
A local company, insured, your satisfaction guaranteed
SpringTree Painting
estimates@springtreepaint.com (219) 243-0439

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING & STONE
www.healysland.com
219/879-5150
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
YOUR #1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help
in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542
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RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters –
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed
Call us at 219-229-4474
SNOW REMOVAL, FALL CLEANUP, GUTTER CLEANING
yard work, mulching, weeding and odd jobs.
Call ABE at 219-210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
MOTA’S LAWN CARE/LANDSCAPING SERVICE. Weedings, Cleanups, Mowing, Mulch, Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Join our team! Miller Pizza By the Beach is taking applications at 1012 N.
Karwick Road, MC. Full and part time. Apply within.
Marquette Catholic has an open position for certified ENL teacher/
dean. Full-time day schedule with benefits and housing, if needed.
Email resume to mrichardson@marquette-hs.org
Marquette Catholic High School seeks: Girls JV Basketball Coach;
Boys Volleyball Coach; Girls Volleyball Coach. Teaching/staff positions available. Send resume to katie.collignon@marquette-hs.org;
jwhite@marquette-hs.org
Marquette Catholic High School seeks development/alumni coordinator. Proven experience in philanthropic endeavors. Degreed and/
or appropriately certified in philanthropic work. Full-time w/benefits.
Highlight experience in field. Resume to jwhite@marquette-hs.org

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: rare find. Like new 50x108 tempered glass tabletop with
beveled edges. Seats 12. $150. Delivery may be possible. New Marvin
Integrity transom window, 14x72, asking $190. White Serger used twice.
$40. Call (219) 879-4976.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
CHAD & NANCY ADDIE • MENDED HEARTS COLLECTIBLES
Thoughtful estate liquidation. We’re glad to offer perspective, ideas
on process. Call us at (219) 393-4609

Stop 31. Nicely furn. 3BR, 2BA with 3-season porch. Family room. WiFi.
Winter/spring available for $895/mo +util. Short or long term. $1,850/wk.
summer rental avail. W/D. No smoking, no pets. 4-min. walk to beautiful
beach. See VRBO #372192. Call Pat at 708-361-8240.
SHERIDAN BEACH: Year-round, 1 BR, quiet building,
laundry, off-street parking, no smoking, no pets,
$625/month, references required, utilities included.
Call (219) 879-2195.
WATERFRONT APTS for rent in MC. Utilities furnished. WiFi/TV incl.
1BR $725/mo., Sec. dep. Call Pete at (219) 871-9187.
Long Beach. Stop 26. Spacious, well-furnished, perfect for families
and all four seasons. 5BR/2 full BA, 2 half BA, sleeps 11. WiFi. Steps
from beach entrance. No pets. Email for price/details:
longbeachstop26@gmail.com
Just one block from the lake! 3BR/1BA year-round apartment in
Sheridan Beach. Lake facing deck, in-unit laundry, ample parking,
A/C. $800/mo. + utilities. Call Tom at (773) 339-8141.

RENTALS MICHIGAN
Newer, partially furnished 2BR/2BA apartment. Quiet building,
W/D, hardwood floors, cathedral ceiling, downtown New Buffalo.
Walk to beach/shops, includes water, trash, electricity, heat, air.
Security deposit required. No pets, no smoking. $1,100/mo.
Year lease. Call (312) 925-0753.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Lakeside condo in Michigan City. One hour from Chicago. 7th floor,
three bedrooms, indoor parking, indoor swimming pool, whirlpool,
sauna, exercise room. Price reduced to $325,000.
rvmld2@email.com • (708) 302-9116 or (630) 456-3887.
Nicest unit in Long Beach Pointe. Remodeled from floor to ceiling in
2014. 2BR/1BA/1-car garage. Ground floor end unit. (219) 331-3829.
Best price in Long Beach Pointe. 2BR/1.5BA townhouse, corner
unit, new carpeting and flooring, freshly painted, newer appliances.
Motivated seller. Call (219) 210-7691.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys,
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

WALL

WANT TO RENT/LEASE/SHARE
1BR main floor apartment. 6 mon.-1 year lease. New bathroom, all
freshly painted. Large rooms, carpet, off-street parking, fenced-inyard area. No smoking/pets. $725/mo. $725/security deposit.
Call (219) 872-2098.

Constructors, LLC

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA
• Design

Prayer to the
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful ﬂower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you conﬁrm once
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must
be published after the favor is granted.

• New
Construction
• Additions
• Renovations
• Residential
• Commercial

Four Generations of Quality Construction
117 West Seventh Street Michigan City, IN 46360
219-879-8291
Fax 219-879-8211 email: wallconstructors@sbcglobal.net
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Here’s a pair of shorter books offering two very
different reads. One is a fictional biography of a famous woman, the other the fictional tale of a church
congregation whose antics fit the criteria for Murphy’s Law. Enjoy!
The Spy by Paulo Coelho.
Translated from Portuguese by
Zoe Perry (hardcover, $22 retail
in bookstores and online; also
available as an eBook)
A simple title. But a complicated person. She was born in 1876
in Leeuwarden, The Netherlands. Her name is Margaretha
Zelle, but history remembers her
by her stage name — Mata Hari,
the most famous spy in the annals of war.
Most of Mata Hari’s story is told through a letter
she wrote to her daughter before her death, with
several chapters in the voice of her lawyer. It’s a
more intimate telling of her life, and how she ended
up before a French firing squad in 1917.
Much research went into this story that reveals
what motivated her and how she felt about men and
love, or should I say, men and the things they could
do for her.
Marrying Rudolf MacLeod and moving to India
as a young woman showed what she didn’t want
out of life. So, she left husband and daughter in India, went to France and reinvented herself as Mata
Hari, exotic dancer. While Mati Hari never seemed
to find a man to love, she managed to find many
men who put her on the path to fame and fortune.
Unfortunately, Mata Hari’s life reveals how all
that cunning turned on her. With the advent of
World War I, she was approached by the Germans
to spy for them. Going to the French, she offered to
spy for them. Finally, betrayed by the French, she
ended up in court and sentenced to death by the
very people she tried to help.
This is a fascinating study of a woman who could
never be happy, and discovered too late that playing one end against the other is a dangerous game.
Reading this book, you can’t help but feel sorry for
Margaretha, but not for Mata Hari.
Publishers Weekly: “…the ending is brilliant in its
irony, and throughout, he [Coelho] displays an ability to inhabit her voice.”
Coelho has sold more than 200 million books
worldwide, and his works have been published into
81 languages, making him the most translated living author in the world. Visit his website at www.
paulocoelhoblog.com, on facebook at facebook.com/
paulocoelho, or on Twitter at @paulocoelho
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A Gathering in Hope by
Philip Gulley (hardcover,
$24 retail in bookstores and
online; also available as an
eBook)
“What a mess this was
turning out to be. A congregation full of outlaws, most
of his trustees headed to jail
if he didn’t do something.”
This is not what you
think of when Quakers
come to mind, those peaceloving people who are conscientious objectors. In this
series, Philip Gulley shows us that religion is not
all solemn rites and thundering sermons. Oh, no.
It also can be bats in the attic, an overzealous DNR
lady and a million dollars left to the church no one
can decide what to do with.
Have I got your attention? I hope so, because this
is one fun read that will warm your heart as much
as a caramel latte…or your drink of choice…
Sam Gardner is the pastor of the Hope Friends
Meeting in Hope, Ind. He moved there some years
ago after being let go as pastor of the Harmony, Indiana Friends Meeting. Seems he married a lesbian
couple, and that didn’t sit well with the trustees,
who promptly fired him.
Now, he finds out the lesbian couple has moved to
Hope and decide to attend his church! Oh, but that’s
just the beginning of Sam’s day. One million dollars
has been left to the church in a parishioner’s will,
and the trustees would like to build an addition to
their meetinghouse. An inspector has found a colony of Indiana bats in the church’s attic—a colony
of endangered species of bats — and that means no
building until the bats are through mating and can
be moved to another location. But what happens
when certain church members decide to take the
matter into their own hands? It’s the reason Gulley
is the bestselling author of his Harmony books and
now his Hope series. Filled with love, laughter and
lots of those Murphy’s Law moments.
Gulley’s books have sold more than 1.2 million
copies. He also is a Quaker minister and a contributing writer for Indianapolis Monthly and The Saturday Evening Post. His website is www.philipgulley.com
Till next time, happy reading!
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