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From an early age, Monica 
Lorimer knew she wanted to 
help people. That fervor nev-
er dimmed, especially after 
completing her residency at 
Loyola University Chicago. 
Medical mission work had 
considerable appeal.

Life, however, has a way of 
putting certain ambitions on 
hold. Over the years, Lorimer 
focused on her career as a 
surgeon, and the family she 
and husband Matt Troy, also 
a surgeon, raised in Long 
Beach. So when the opportu-
nity arose late last year to join 
forces with the Syrian Ameri-
can Medical Society, Lorimer 
realized she could make a dif-
ference. In the process, she 
learned there is nothing more 
inspiring than the human 
spirit.

Take, for instance, a deaf 
patient brought to her by his cousin. Medical care 
required four-way translation so they could speak.

Nonetheless, Lorimer said, “They were some of 
the warmest people I have met. They didn’t have 
much of anything, but they were so kind and in-
vited me into their home, and I ended up spending 
Thanksgiving with them. Their giving spirit is phe-
nomenal.

 “To see what the Syrian people — all the refugees, 
and the doctors who risked their lives and well-be-
ing to help us and the Syrian people — have gone 
through, and to still see them smiling and standing 
tall, it’s truly an incredible thing.”

Lorimer recently talked with The Beacher about 
the experience.

But fi rst, a little bit about Lorimer herself.
A Chicago-area native, she graduated from Uni-

The Enduring Human Spirit
by Kayla Weiss

Dr. Monica Lorimer interacts with children during her mission trip through Syrian American Medical Society.

versity of Illinois College of Medicine Chicago in 
1989, then attended Loyola for her residency. It was 
there she met Troy, who also is from Chicago. To-
gether, they took their fi rst jobs in Minnesota, later 
moving to Michigan City when an opportunity arose 
to work at what is now known as Franciscan St. An-
thony Health-Michigan City.

“Matt had a summer home here, and when the 
opportunity at St. Anthony’s arose, we jumped at  
the chance,” she said. “It’s such a beautiful area, 
and we thought it would be a great place to live and 
raise our family.”

Later, Lorimer had the chance to work in Chi-
cago again while her husband stayed in Michigan 
City. Until recently, she worked at Mount Sinai, an 
inner-city hospital that treated those living in the  

Continued on Page 2
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and medical education and training in Syria, Jor-
dan, Turkey, Lebanon and Greece. Originally found-
ed as a peer group for Syrian Americans to interact 
and gain peer support, it has evolved into a non-
profi t providing medical care to those in need in and 
from Syria. 

“For a while, SAMS was doing most of their 
care and volunteer work in-country,” Lorimer said. 
“However, volunteers can’t go into Syria for the time 
being because the regime targets health-care work-
ers as a way to demoralize the Syrian population.”

SAMS still supports thou-
sands of Syrian refugees 
who have found shelter 
in neighboring countries 
and provides medical care. 
Through volunteers, SAMS 
orchestrates medical mis-
sions, providing refugees 
with free health care. 

The cost of these missions 
and the subsequent care is 
expensive. The Jordanian 
government and hospitals 
have to grant permission 
before anyone can arrive. 
SAMS also has to pay to use 
the hospitals, from operat-
ing rooms to equipment.

The mission on which 
Lorimer embarked cost 
$50,000. 

“Our parish at Notre 
Dame was incredibly gener-
ous in allowing me to speak 
at church about the mission 
and our goals,” she said. “A 
special collection was taken 
and, through the kindness of 
our fellow parishioners, we 
were able to raise $5,000.”

“If you want to make a dif-
ference, giving your support to organizations that 
are truly helping and making a difference is a great 
step, and SAMS is one of those organizations.”

Each mission through SAMS has a different fo-
cus, from ophthalmology and ears/nose/throat to 
general and cardiac surgery.

The mission of which Lorimer participated in-

most poverty-stricken areas of the city.
Now the mother of fi ve teens, Lorimer found it 

was time to take a step back from full-time surgeon 
duties and pursue work that allows her to go be-
tween fi ve to 10 days a month to other areas where 
a surgeon is needed.  

“Now that I have taken a step back, I found that I 
had time to do something that I have always wanted 
to do: mission work,” she said. “For the fi rst time in 
my life, I have been able to 
do what I wanted to do since 
residency. Since the plight 
of the Syrian refugees came 
to the forefront in 2014, I 
have wanted to go and help 
in some way. Finally, I have 
the chance to do so.”

The ongoing Syrian civil 
war has drawn an increas-
ing amount of humanitar-
ian efforts over the past four 
years as more human-rights 
violations and deaths are re-
ported. Many groups have 
focused on the refugee crisis.

“Before I went to work 
at Mount Sinai, one of my 
colleagues was a Syrian 
American and was such a 
lovely, warm, good person,” 
Lorimer said. “He was very 
involved with the Syrian 
American Medical Society 
when the war broke out, and 
he was just devastated by 
what was happening, and 
he would leave weekly to 
try to lobby the powers that 
be at the United Nations or 
in Washington to do some-
thing.

“As a result of working with him, I became more 
aware of the problems in Syria than I normally 
would be,” she continued. “It opened my eyes to it 
all.”

Founded in 1998, SAMS is a non-profi t organiza-
tion that provides medical work, medical missions 

Human Spirit Continued from Page 1

A Minnesota pediatrician, and fellow volunteer, 
brightens around the Syrian children. 
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cluded the fi rst round of OB-GYN and general sur-
geons. Over the course of fi ve to six days, she and 
the team were able to complete 35 general surger-
ies. One of the things SAMS did during the mission 
was to bring a couple of the Syrian doctors over the 
border into Jordan to be with the volunteers. They 
were from a region of Syria called Daara, where 
the uprising originally started. The population has 
dropped from 2 million to a mere 500,000. Before 
the uprising, there were about 3,000 doctors in the 
area. Now, only about 100 remain, including medi-
cal students and people in training. Wanted by the 
regime, there are only fi ve surgeons left in the area, 
three of which were snuck across the Jordanian bor-
der at night to help the mission workers. 

“They are incredibly committed to the people of 
Syria and their homeland, ready to stand to the 
death. It was incredibly humbling to be in their 
presence,” Lorimer said.

“Overall, this was an incredible experience, and 
one I will keep with me forever.” 

(Visit www.sams-usa.net for more information on 
Syrian American Medical Society.) 

Monica Lorimer stands with three Syrian surgeons who came 
across the boarder to help the volunteers.

Monica is photographed with some of her patients.

A special invitation for 
5th - 8th graders

Thursday
March 15 
5:30 p.m.

Wolf Pack Roundup! 

MICHIGAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL
8466 W. Pahs Road

BARKER MIDDLE SCHOOL
319 Barker Road

KRUEGER MIDDLE SCHOOL
2001 Springland Avenue

Stop by to see what’s in store as you take it to the 
next level in middle or high school!

#ONECITYONEPACK 
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“Annihilation” is a fi lm you appreciate afterward, 
when you’re no longer held hostage by the lethargic 
pace.

That’s because the movie, based on the fi rst in Jeff 
VanderMeer’s “Southern Reach Trilogy,” is the work 
of Alex Garland, the rarest of science-fi ction story-
tellers who prefers brain candy to making things go 
boom. Consider what he’s either written or directed: 
“28 Days Later” (2003), “Never Let Me Go” (2011) 
and the Oscar-winning “Ex Machina” (2015). He 
is not concerned with whether there are monsters, 
aliens or robots. He likes to explore why they might 
exist. That existentialism is not everyone’s cup of 
tea, but it makes for challenging cinema.

Any review of “Annihilation” is tricky. Reveal too 
much, and the secrets come tumbling out. Suffi ce it 
to say, an unknown object struck a lighthouse in a 
national park three years earlier. It is protected by 
a translucent barrier called “The Shimmer.” Several 
groups, all male, have ventured into it. None have 
returned.

Until now.
Seems that Kane (Oscar Isaac), husband of Lena 

(Oscar-winner Natalie Portman), a biologist/profes-
sor, is back, one year after entering “The Shimmer,” 
but with no memory of the experience. Lena is re-
cruited by a doctor (reliably eccentric Jennifer Jason 
Leigh) who has assembled an all-female team, in-
cluding a tough-talking EMT (Gina Rodriguez, light 
years away from “Jane the Virgin”) and a reticent 
physicist (Tessa Thompson, of “Thor: Ragnarok”).

What awaits in “The Shimmer”? Not the funhouse 
of horrors the movie’s trailer suggests. Time, real-

ity and perception have been mutated. Garland, as 
director, bathes the images in a muted palate that 
resembles the rainbow colors of a prism. There are 
physical threats, but the real hurdle, as the team 
ventures inward, is that the journey takes a bruis-
ing psychological toll.

Garland is an ideas man, a storyteller who uses 
science-fi ction as a mirror for society to gaze at it-
self. With “Annihilation,” he is less concerned with 
how quickly we learn what hides in “The Shimmer,” 
but more the idea of it, and what it does to visitors. 
How a pressure-cooker scenario frays the edges of 
sanity to unleash the madness within.

Garland takes his time, and you appreciate that 
he respects the intellect of his audience. But, it 
would be a lie if I said the approach does not test 
your patience. “Annihilation,”once the team enters 
“The Shimmer,” is sluggish to the “why bother” 
breaking point. The movie loses track of its pace, 
stripping itself of any urgency.

So is it worth it, then, to stay seated? All is re-
vealed by the closing scenes, and Portman and 
Isaac are exceptionally good at keeping you guess-
ing. Their fi nal scene says everything we need to 
know about what went down in “The Shimmer.”

“Annihilation” is not as satisfying as Garland’s 
“Ex Machina,” nor does it exist on the same emo-
tional level as 2016’s time-twisting “Arrival.” But 
Garland has cooked up enough ideas to make the 
idea of a sequel intriguing. Now, armed with the 
truth about “The Shimmer,” where it’s steering 
these characters is a journey worth considering.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Brainy “Annihilation” Grows On You
by Andrew Tallackson

Oscar-winner Natalie Portman stars as a biologist investigating a strange phenomenon in “Annihilation.”
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Now may be your best time to sell... 
    We Can Help!

   219-872-4000
Tricia Meyer,  
Broker | Owner  

@ 219-871-2680

1010 N. Karwick Rd, Michigan City, IN 46360 (Next to Al’s Supermarket)   219-872-4000   MerrionRealty.com  T

@MerrionRealty
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Saturday and 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Sunday.

Last year, Dan-
gler said, about 2,500 
people attended the 
two-day expo that lets 
people speak with in-
dustry professionals on 
everything from home 
building and remod-
eling to maintenance 
and gardening. Spe-
cialties include heat-
ing and cooling, kitch-
ens, bath, doors, fl oors, 
sun rooms, patios and 
yards.

Held in the hotel por-
tion of Blue Chip, Dan-
gler said the expo is 
family friendly. A spe-

cial promotion includes the chance to win a $1,000 
shopping spree to participating vendors.

The long-term benefi t of attending the expo, Dan-
gler said, is meeting vendors whose services extend 
beyond the home-building phase.

“As a homeowner, you will use them the entire 
time you own your house,” she said. “You will need 
to do maintenance and repairs. You will need to re-
model. 

“So, our expo showcases all the different people 
in our association who can work with you on that.”

❑

Contact Builders Association of LaPorte County 
at (219) 326-0624 or visit www.balc.org for addi-
tional information

When someone builds 
a home, it’s not just one 
entity involved. De-
pending on the scope of 
the venture, anywhere 
from 15 to 20 subcon-
tractors fulfi ll an as-
sortment of duties.

That’s where Build-
ers Association of La-
Porte County comes 
in, as the bridge be-
tween local construc-
tion industry profes-
sionals. Not only does 
the association include 
manufacturers and 
suppliers, but also ac-
countants, engineers, 
architects, computer 
services and mortgage 
bankers.

Anyone somehow linked to the housing industry 
in LaPorte County.

Letting people know about these businesses is 
the driving force behind the association’s free, an-
nual Home & Lifestyle Expo.

“These are the people you want to come and talk 
to,” Cindy Dangler, the association’s executive offi -
cer, said. “Sometimes, you just don’t know who to 
call. This is an opportunity where maybe you fi nd 
three or four people who have what you need, and 
you can compare them, see what each has to offer.

“And, they all work in the LaPorte County area.”
This year’s event is Saturday and Sunday, March 

3-4, at Blue Chip Casino. Times are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Home & Lifestyle Expo Emphasizes Local Options
by Andrew Tallackson

Businesses participating in the Home & Lifestyle Expo 
all work in the LaPorte County area.

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment BoutiqueUpscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYSCLOSED TUESDAYS
SUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PMSUNDAY-SATURDAY, 12-5PM

Answer Hate with Love,Answer Hate with Love,
Hurt with Kindness.Hurt with Kindness.

Premium Labels/Superior ConsignorsPremium Labels/Superior Consignors

Appointments Appreciated for Spring/Winter ConsignmentsAppointments Appreciated for Spring/Winter Consignments

Linda and Jamie invite you to an
anniversary party! Enjoy lite bites and

refreshments, March 2 – 5-8pm
622 Franklin Street Michigan City, IN
219-743-9595 www.beachbumjewels.com

beach bum jewels
has been creating authentic
beach glass jewelry for
13 years!
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Dunes Summer Theatre Unveils 2018 Season 
Dunes Summer Theatre 

has launched its new web-
site, including its extended 
2018 summer season and 
new “Jackson Series”— spe-
cial shows and concerts be-
tween performamnce dates.   

“This summer, we’re 
hosting local musicians, 
guest plays and the works 
of local artists between 
shows so our audiences can 
enjoy entertainment every 
weekend at the theater,” 
Dunes Artistic Director Jeffrey Baumgartner said. 

The “Jackson Series” kicks off with the musical 
“The Last 5 Years” on April 27-29, with Jeff Otto 
returning as musical director. Performances are at 
7 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday.  

The regular summer season begins with “Greater 
Tuna,” a satire about life in Texas. The two-man 
show will see the return of actor Andy Ricci (“I Hate 
Hamlet,” “The Mousetrap”) as he teams up with 
Baumgartner. The pair play multiple characters 
and undergo quick costume changes. Shows are 
May 4-6 and 11-13. Times are 7 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays.  

Next up is “The Spitfi re Grill,” a musical directed 
by Steve Scott, producer at Chicago’s Goodman The-
atre who oversaw more than 200 productions there. 
The play runs May 25-27 and June 1-3 and 8-10.

Following “Spitfi re Grill” is “Noises Off,” a farci-
cal comedy directed by Baumgartner on June 22-24, 
June 29-July 1 and July 6-8.  

Leigh Selting, chair of the University of Wyoming 
theater department, returns to direct two plays, 
including the “The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee,” which runs July 20-22 and 27-29 and 
Aug. 3-5. Selting then will direct “Wait Until Dark,” 
which runs Aug. 17-19, 24-26 and 31, and Sept. 1-2.  

Dunes also will produce “Charlotte’s Web” for 
young audiences. Performed by adult actors, it will 

run at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Aug. 3-4 and 10-11. The 
cost is $10 for adults and 
$5 for children. Tickets are 
included in the season sub-
scription.

Completing the season 
is “After Paul McCartney,” 
written by local playwright 
David Hoppe and directed 
by John Greene, chairman 
of Columbia College’s grad-
uate theater program.

“Jackson Series Perfor-
mances” include evening concerts by Spanish and 
classical guitarist Peter Aglinskas, and a concert by 
Johnny V., who will sing classics from Neil Young, 
Tom Petty and other iconic musicians. A concert 
version of “Man of La Mancha” will be presented 
one evening only, along with the local production 
“Sacred Sands,” which tells of those who saved the 
Dunes from developers and corporate interests. 
Closing the series is the John Lennon tribute band 
Dear John.

Rounding out the summer is “The First Brush of 
Fall,” an event that attracts painters from the re-
gion to compete for cash prizes. Artists will spread 
out across Michigan City to paint iconic buildings 
and landscapes, then offer their works for sale to 
the public. Artists can register for the event, spon-
sored by Horizon Bank and the Indiana Plein Air 
Artists Association, at www.dunesartsfoundation.
org/boxoffi ce.

Season tickets, individual shows and tickets to 
the “Jackson Series Performances” are available 
at www.dunesartsfoundation.org/boxoffi ce. Seniors 
65 and older and student tickets cost $15. General 
admission tickets are $18. All “Jackson Series Per-
formances” are $20. The season ticket includes one 
“Jackson Series” of the ticketholders’ choice. 

Dunes Summer Theatre is located at 288 Shady 
Oak Drive in Michiana Shores.

Monday – Friday 
8:30 AM – 6:00 PM EST

Saturday  9:00 AM – 5:00 PM EST

Sunday 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

(269) 586-3748  •  219 W. Madison Ave, New Buffalo, MI  •  www.redmanandcompanydogdaycare.com

(for boarding drop-off/pick-up only)

Separate play areas for 

large, medium, and small dogs

Overnight boarding available ACCESS MOBILITY
WHEELCHAIR SHOP

FAITHFULLY SERVING THE 
NEEDS OF THE HANDICAPPED

Stairlifts, Porch Lifts, & Vehicle Lifts

 1-888-201-5223
DAVE LEWIS Phone 219-872-5804
President Fax 219-872-5814
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Now is the time to buy or sell - be ready to enjoy summer in the beach area!
4100 CHICKAGAMI TRAIL 

Great location, just 
minutes to Michiana’s 
Stop 41 beach or the 
Community Center 
with tennis courts, 
playground and 
summer day camp! Well 
maintained 3-bedroom 
ranch home, with many 
updates. Hardwood 
floors in living room, 
dining area and 

bedrooms. Open concept with kitchen, large family room and/or dining room, and a 3-season room. Beautiful 
windows bring in lots of light. Full basement is finished for entertaining. 2-car attached garage. Double lot 
surrounded by trees, offers privacy with less yard maintenance.  $289,900

2925 ROSLYN TRAIL
Just a few blocks to the beach from this well-maintained 4-bedroom/3-
bath quad-level home. Living room with fireplace, dining room, family room 
and an eat-in kitchen with island. Main bedroom has bath with shower and 
private deck. Fenced yard, and a 1-car garage. $289,000

502 BIRCH TREE LANE
Enjoy maintenance-free living and 
this community pool at Long Beach 
Pointe – Upper level 2-bedroom 
condo with NEW CARPETING, 
stainless steel appliances, a walk-in 
closet in main bedroom and a good 
size deck off the spacious living 
room. Other upgrades include bath, 

newer furnace, washer and dryer. The association fee includes your 
heating and cooking gas, trash, water, snow removal, lawn and pool 
maintenance. $99,900

13140 WUNDERLICH AVE., 
NEW BUFFALO

3 LOTS and 70’x 40’ building with 
heat, 3/4-bathroom, city water/sewer, 
gas and property is security fenced! 
Boat or car storage? Repair shop? 
Endless possibilities! Conveniently 
located just off U.S. 12. $179,000
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Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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Southern Shore Art Exhibit
Southern Shore Art Association, 724 Franklin 

St., will present “Masters’ Art Reimagined” through 
March 31, with an opening reception during First 
Friday Art Walk from 5 to 8 p.m. March 2.

Artists will present interpretations in the style of 
their favorite paintings. Van Gogh’s “Starry Night” 
may have a lighthouse, Mona Lisa may have a frown 
or a Jackson Pollock may be monotone. Works are in 
oils, acrylics, watercolors, sculpture, photography, 
jewelry and wearable art.

During the reception, visitors interested in be-
coming members can pay a $20 fee, a rate that lasts 
only until June 30. 

Gallery hours are noon to 5 p.m. Friday through 
Sunday. Visit www.SouthernShoreArtAssociation.
com or the SSAA Facebook page for more details. 

New Tourism Bureau Art Exhibit
New works by Michiana Shores artist Frank Di 

Giacomo are on display at Visit Michigan City La-
Porte tourism bureau.

Di Giacomo 
is a member of 
Michigan City 
Art League, 
C h e s t e r t o n 
Art Center 
and Southern 
Shore Art As-
sociation.

“Pa int ing 
has always 
been a won-
derful experi-
ence for me 
because I like 
traveling and 
seeing places, 
then trying to 
capture them 
in my creative 
mind and 
bring those places to people in a way that no one 
has ever seen,” he said in a press release.

Di Giacomo was born in Ozone Park, N.Y., and 
lived there for six years. His family moved to Fall 
River, Ma., then to Michigan City, where he attend-
ed Elston junior and senior high schools. He worked 
as a design engineer and part time as a commercial 
artist for John Greene Advertising Agency. Some of 
his ad work was featured in Arts and Framing and 
other trade magazines.

The tourism bureau is located in the former Mar-
quette Mall. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

A sample of Frank Di Giacomo’s work.
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1106 E US HWY 20, MICHIGAN CITY
Open Monday through Friday 9:30 - 6, 
Saturday 9 - 6, Sunday 12 - 4

VISIT US ONLINE!
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com
(219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!

SAME OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON ALL IN-STOCK ITEMS! 

CLEARANCE ITEMS THROUGHOUT THE STORE! MANY ARE THE LAST ONE!

90 DAY LAY AWAY or 
UP TO 6 MONTHS 
SAME AS CASH 
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

THE SALE PRICE OF ANY
POWER-LIFT RECLINER 
Choice of colors, stock or non-

stock with this coupon
NOT VALID ON CLEARANCE LIFT CHAIRS

Expires 3/15/2018

$50.00                                                                                    off
COUPON

ALL
Mattresses on 
CLEARANCE!
TWIN MATTRESSES START AT

$99 QUEEN SETS START AT
$277

FREE HAUL AWAY OF YOUR OLD SET AND SET UP OF YOUR NEW SET

ALL
Mattresses on 
SALE!

LAY
FLAT

HEAT AND
MASSAGE

$739   $799   $869

STORAGE 
BENCH       

$399

STORAGE 
BENCH 
with back

$439

CHAIRSIDE TABLE     
$99

DESK with 
basket        

$159

SAVE
NOW!

                           5 PIECE QUEEN SIZE
                          BEDROOM SET
                  includes dresser, mirror, 
       headboard, footboard and rails

$729
MATCHING NIGHTSTAND  

$139 CHEST 
$259

5 PIECE
TABLE SET
includes counter table and 4 chairs

$369

                               5 PIECE QUEEN SIZE
                              BEDROOM SET
                 includes dresser, mirror, 
       headboard, footboard and rails

$1,449
MATCHING NIGHTSTAND  

$299 CHEST 
$639

6 PIECE
TABLE SET
includes table, bench and 4 chairs

$419 5 PIECE 
TABLE SET
includes drop leaf counter table and 4 chairs

$799

RECLINING 
SOFAS 
start at 

$539

Power recline
and 
power 
head-
rest 
RECLINER      
$699

Power recline 
and power headrest 
SOFA & LOVESEAT 

$1,899

  9 COLORS AVAILABLE!

SOFAS START AT            
         $319

   OTTOMAN
$229 CHAIR

$449     SOFA & LOVESEAT 
$999

SOFA AND
LOVESEAT 
$779

In 5 
styles!

In 3 
colors!

POWER-LIFT SALE
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CHANGING  YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH FOOD
Make 2018 the year to stop making resolutions you do not keep

Are you tired of constantly gaining and losing weight?
Do you look forward to events where food is the focus?

Do you sometimes avoid events where food is the focus?
Is your mood affected by the number on the scale?

Contact Trudy Abrams, LCSW at (847) 480-0010 #2 for help.  
Michigan City offi ce location

HAVE A BRIGHT
PRESCHOOLER? 

 Where should they go to Elementary School?

Give the greatest gift you can give your child…
A superlative education, the foundation for a lifetime of success.

Accepting applications now for the 2018/19 school year. 
Apply online at rschool.net/r-admissions.

Daytime tours available upon request. Call now to learn more.

4093 W. U.S. 20
LaPorte, IN
(219) 878-8711
info@rschool.net
www.rschool.net

All this, and much more, tuition-free!

Every day, the students at Renaissance Academy are challenged by their 
teachers to meet an ever-raising bar of educational excellence.    

• Challenged with an 
exceptional curriculum that 
surpasses Indiana Standards 
at every grade level…

• Challenged in an 
intellectually invigorating 
atmosphere, where varied 
experiences and purposeful 
activity lay the groundwork 
for the lifetime love of 
learning…

• In a safe, respectful, 
rigorous, goal-oriented 
environment that is driven by the expectation that all students are college-
bound.

 

2018 ICS Sweetheart Day! 

Saturday, March 3rd from 10 AM—4 PM 
Valparaiso Moose Lodge, 108 Indiana Ave, Valparaiso, IN 

Join us for our Annual Sweetheart Day event and  
vote for your favorite Sweetheart Candidate!  

Visit the booths of the 8 teams and find great items for sale, raffles and more! 
Purchases count as votes ($1 = 1 vote) and the team with most votes is named 
this year’s Sweetheart.  (See Facebook (www.facebook.com/INCatSociety) and our 

website (www.catsociety.org) for pictures and more information).  
ICS general merchandise and lunch also available. 

The proceeds of this event directly benefit ALL the cats and kittens of ICS.  
Bring this ad to the sale and receive a raffle ticket for one of the great raffle prizes! 

Charity Gaming Exempt Event Approved by the Indiana Gaming Commission  

• Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss! at 4 p.m. Fri-
day, March 2.

Activities for children are planned.                                             
 • Free Gentle Flow Yoga at 12:30 p.m. Satur-

day, March 3.
Certifi ed yoga instructor Lauralee Sikorski em-

phasizes deep breathing and releasing stress. Take 
a mat and wear comfortable attire, and come on an 
empty stomach.

• Academy Award Film Tribute: “Wings” at 2 
p.m. Sunday, March 4.

“Wings” was the fi rst fi lm to win the Academy 
Award for Best Picture in 1929. This year also marks 
the centenary of the U.S. entering World War I. The 
movie stars Clara Bow and Gary Cooper in one of 
his fi rst screen appearances. It also features a new 
score by Dan Schaaf, who unveiled it at Vicker The-
atre’s Sound of Silents Film Festival.

• Story Time on the Road at 11 a.m. Monday, 
March 5, at Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 
W. Second St.

The library’s Story Time Crew will present its 
free program for children up to age 5 accompanied 
by an adult.

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
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219.379.5085 | RittenhouseVillages.com
4300 Cleveland Ave., Michigan City, IN 46360  

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

By Discovery Senior Living
AT MICHIGAN CITY

RITTENHOUSE
VILLAGE

FREE
LUNCH 
WITH TOUR

PEACE OF MIND FOR YOU & YOUR LOVED ONES

CUSTOMIZED SENIOR-LIVING LIFESTYLE

SAFE, SECURE & FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

MAINTENANCE & SNOW REMOVAL INCLUDED

Prices, plans and programs are subject to change without notice. Managed and Operated by Discovery Senior Living.  
©2018 Discovery Senior Living. 18-RVMC-0088 2/18

LET’S
CONNECT!
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St. Luke Spaghetti Dinner
St. Luke United Lutheran Church, 2000 E. Cool-

spring Ave., will host an all-you-can-eat spaghetti 
dinner, with salad and dessert, from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Saturday, March 3.

The cost is $7, and all proceeds support vacation 
Bible school and Sunday school curriculum. Call 
(219) 879-9415 for details.

CAC Membership Drive
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St., will 

host a membership drive titled “March Member-
ship Madness,” with an open house from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturday, March 3.

Prospective members, current members and curi-
ous guests can tour the building, sample treats, win 
prizes, meet teachers and learn about the center.

Memberships begin at $25 per year and include 
discounts on classes/purchases, a copy of the month-
ly online newsletter, participation in member-only 
exhibits and selling artwork at the center. 

Visit www.chestertonart.com or call (219) 926-
4711 for more details.

PNW Brain Awareness Day Event
Purdue University Northwest will host a special 

Brain Awareness Day event, “The Artful Tour of the 
Brain,” from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, March 6, in 
the Library-Student-Faculty building, Gallery 144.

The event is free and open to children and fami-
lies. Refreshments and giveaways are planned. 

Hands-on demonstrations include a real human 
brain for viewing. Experience optical illusions, 
tricking the taste buds and the feelings of phantom 
limbs. Visitors also can explore a giant “braina-
tarium,” stepping inside it to learn about different 
parts of the brain. Brainatarium tours are every 
30 minutes, while the other exhibits are ongoing. 
Brain-related artwork will be featured all week.

The event also includes newly acquired art from 
the PNW collection.

Laura Jacobson, a Palo Alto-based artist, will fea-
ture “Our Cosmic Brain,” several works recently ex-
hibited at New York University’s Langone Medical 
Center. In part, the display features a complete set 
of MRIs of her brain taken in 2011, which suggested 
new terrain for the artist.

Lee Tracy’s work also is based on a set of MRIs 
that she, herself, had. The artist gathered 35 im-
ages from a series of MRIs and assembled “Negative 
to Positive” in 2014, inscribing optimistic thoughts 
and personal refl ections, assembling them in light 
box installations. Several will be exhibited.

Contact Judy Jacobi, assistant vice chancellor of 
University Art Collection & Special Programs, at 
(219) 785-5593 for more details.

Introducing CareEXPRESS 
Walk-in care for illnesses, 

injuries, sports physicals and 

more. We have on-site lab 

and X-ray services and are 

open weekends and 

evenings. So if you 

need urgent care 

anytime, rest assured, 

we’ve got you covered.

CareEXPRESS 
URGENT CARE 
CENTER

LifeWorks Building 

3777 Frontage Road  |  Michigan City

9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
7 days a week

W 400 N
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O

N
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 94

421

MICHIGAN   CITY

COMING 
SOON

OPENING SOON IN MICHIGAN CITY

Part of La Porte Physician Network
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ICS Sweetheart Day
Independent Cat Society will host its annual Sweet-

heart Day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, March 3, 
at Valparaiso Moose Lodge, 108 Indiana Ave.

Guests can visit booths of the eight teams to vote, 
along with items for sale and raffl es. Purchases 
count as votes ($1 = one vote), and the team with 
the most votes is named the winner.

All proceeds benefi t the shelter’s cats and kittens.
ICS is located at 4061 S. County Line Road, West-

ville. Visit www.catsociety.org or www.facebook.
com/INCatSociety for pictures of the contestants 
and more information.

PRIMARY  
   CARE
   AT PURDUE UNIVERSITY       
            NORTHWEST.

We’re making it easier than ever to see a primary care 

provider in Westville. If you need to see one quickly, 

or you need a new provider, just call us. Ask about 
same-day appointments – call 219-304-6100.

Primary Care  
at Purdue University Northwest
1402 US-421, Westville, IN 46391
Located in the James B. Dworkin Student Services  

and Activities Complex

Hours:  
Mondays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays, 8 a.m-4:30 p.m.  
Tuesdays & Fridays, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

NOW OPEN

Wild Women and Wine
Revamped for its second year, “Wild Women and 

Wine” will highlight unconventional women who 
shaped Northwest Indiana history. 

The program, which helps celebrate Women’s 
History Month, is at 7 p.m. Saturday, March 10, at 
Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St.

The evening begins with wine and sweets. The 
highlight is a Metamorphis Traveling Theatre per-
formance, “Duneland Diaries.” Held in the Drawing 
Room, it introduces Diana of the Dunes and Belle 
Gunness, who discuss their fates over tea. Belle is 
portrayed by Helen Williams and Diana by Dana 
Chartier. Doug Moon will serve as a waiter, along 
with playing the men in their lives. The show is 
written by Ken Brelsfoard and directed by Judith 
Joseph.

The evening closes at 9 p.m. after guests have had 
the chance to view all three fl oors of the mansion. 

Advance registration for the 21-and-older event 
is required through Eventbrite or by calling the 
mansion at (219) 873-1520. A $28 ticket includes 
two glasses of wine, sweets, a tour and the program. 
Those wishing to buy a ticket without alcohol in-
cluded can receive a discounted rate of $20.

Visit www.barkermansion.com for details.

Dana Chartier as Diana and Helen Williams as Belle 
in “Duneland Diaries.”
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Learn basic chords, rhythm and ukulele history.
Ukuleles will be provided, although participants 
can take their own and should indicate so during 
registration. No experience is necessary, and space 
is limited. Register at the Thomas Branch Refer- 
ence Department or by calling (219) 926-7696.

• Popular Books at 2 p.m. Monday, March 5, 
at the Thomas Branch Bertha Wood Meeting 
Room.

The focus is Bill Dedman and Paul Clark Newell 
Jr.’s “Empty Mansions: The Mysterious Life of Hu-
guette Clark and the Spending of a Great American.”

• Children’s Crochet Club from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Tuesdays through April 24 in the Thomas 
Library Children’s Department.

Children in grades 3 and older learn beginning 
crochet from instructor Sadie Steciuch. They should 
take a size G crochet hook and skein of medium 
weight yarn. Call (219) 926-7696 to register.

• Film screenings by Alzheimer’s Speaks 
Founder Lori La Bey of 90-minute “His Neigh-
bor Phil.” 

Showings are at 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 7, and 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 8, at The Baugher 
Center.

In the fi lm, Harvey is devoted 
to his wife, Mary, who is stricken 
with early onset Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Discovering music somehow 
gets through to her, he brings mu-
sic to her whenever possible.

An additional presentation is 
at 8 a.m. Thursday, March 8, at 

Ivy Tech Valparaiso Campus, 3100 Ivy Tech Drive. 
Those interested in attending should register by 
visiting tinyurl.com/ybktc6mj or calling Karyn at 
the Thomas Branch at (219) 926-7696.

• Adult Coloring Program from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, March 6, at Hageman Library, 
100 Francis St., Porter.

Registration can be done in person or by phone at 
(219) 926-9080.

• Minecraft Meet-up from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, March 7 and 21, at Thomas Library.

Registration is required in person. The WPL 
Gaming Policy and Rules of Conduct must be signed 
upon registration as well. Parents are welcome to 
attend, but required for youth 10 and younger.

• Chesterton Writing Group at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 7, in the Thomas Library 
Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

The group is open to adult writers – fi ction or 
nonfi ction — of all levels, whether published or un-
published. Attendees share their work and learn 
about publishing.

• Teen Library Council from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, March 1, in the Thomas Library 
Bertha Wood Meeting Room, 200 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

Teens in grades 6-12 can recommend library pro-
grams, books and other programs for Teen Services. 
Community service hours are available.

• Make N Take Kids Craft Time on Saturday, 
March 3, at Thomas Library.

Children can stop by the Children’s Department  
anytime during the day (while supplies last) and 
make a rainbow of heartfelt wishes.

• Premier Theatre to present “Homeschooled” 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, March 3, at The Baugher 
Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

Participating actors range in age from 12-14 and 
are predominantly from Duneland-area schools. 
The show is tailored for school-aged audiences and 
recommended for the entire family. Students are 
trained by professional musical-theater performers 
and taught proper stage techniques.

• Knitting Together from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
March 4, at Westchester Township Museum.

Area knitters, and those who crochet or do nee-
dlework, are invited.

• Sunday Matinee: “Three Billboards Out-
side of Ebbing, Missouri” at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, 
March 4, at The Baugher Center.

The fi lm is Rated R. Free popcorn is available.
• Chesterton Cubing Club from 2 to 3 p.m. 

Sunday, March 4, at the Thomas Library Ber-
tha Wood Meeting Room.

The focus is solving a Rubik’s Cube.
• Intro to the Ukulele from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Sundays, March 4, 11, 18 and 25, at the Thomas 
Library Bertha Wood Meeting Room.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:

La Bey

 

5-Star  
Medicare 

Rated 
 

Life Care Center of Michigan City 

Your key to successful  
Rehab to Home! 

 
 
 
 
 

802 US Hwy. 20, East  —  219-872-7251 
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Thursday,
March 8

SWEETWATER BOATING
SUPPLIES

20% OFF 
STOREWIDE SALE

Saturday & Sunday,
March 3rd & 4th

OPEN HOUSE 
at

38 N. Whittaker St.
New Buffalo, MI
269-469-6560
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Back Pain? Sciatica? Don’t suffer in silence any longer… 

Brand New Back Pain And Sciatica Workshop Will Have 
You Back On Your Feet - In No Time. 
Persistent pain is no joke...

When you have back pain or sciatica, you need to feel better - fast - so 
you can get back on your feet and keep on living. Our responsibilities 
never end: kids, grandkids, jobs, leisure activities… but back pain can 
stop you in your tracks.

We often take our mobility for granted. Walking, hiking, cycling, running, 
or the simple joys of daily life: these are all activities you may have 
loved in the past, but now you may be considering giving up because of back
pain or sciatica.

Are you…

• Taking a couple Ibuprofen each day, hoping the pain will disappear?
• Buying expensive stop-gap solutions that only drag out the ordeal?
• Finding yourself leaning forward on the shopping cart at the store just 
to make it through your errands?

• Slowing down and missing out on more than you think – maybe even the 
kids’ or grandkids’ sports games or school activities?

Our Lower Back and Sciatica Workshop teaches you about the latest NATURAL 
treatment techniques. Learn from our experts how other sufferers cured 
their back pain - ONCE AND FOR ALL.

“When I first came in, I had so much back pain. It hurt to go from sitting 
to standing, and I couldn’t stand straight. I could barely walk or stand 
for any length of time. I couldn’t even sleep. I was usually up pacing all 
night…but now that I’m done (with treatment) I feel great! I have my life 
back without the pain. After trying 2 chiropractors before coming here, I 
wish I would have known to come here first.” –Karie B.

Hi –
I’m Dr. Arlan Alburo, Physical Therapist and Co-Founder here at Orthopedic 
and Balance Therapy Specialists. 

I am hosting the Lower Back Pain and Sciatica Workshop here at Orthopedic 
and Balance Therapy on the following dates and locations:

• La Porte office: Tuesday March 13th at 5:00 PM -1405 E. Lincolnway Suite 
B (next to All Star Auto, across Route 2 from Walmart)

PAID ADVERTISMENT
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• Valparaiso office: Thursday March 15th at 6:00 PM -3125 Calumet Avenue 
Suite 8 (next to the YMCA)

If you have back pain… sciatica… or are worried about them happening in 
the future… or just want to find out more… here’s some of the things you’ll 
learn:

• The ONE Everyday Activity Sufferers are Doing WRONG which Blocks 
Healing and Actually Makes Back Pain WORSE...

• The 3 Most Common Causes of Lower Back Pain and Sciatica 
• How Sciatica Affects the Health of the Rest of Your Body 
• A 100% Natural, Permanent and Safe Solution Exists - and How You Can 
Access It!

Register NOW - Call Our Office at 
219-380-0809 in La Porte or 219-202-2502 in Valpo

When you register, we will mail you a copy of the Lower Back Pain and 
Sciatica Worksheet. You will bring it with you to the event to make sure 
you catch all of the key information and tips from our experts.

The workshop is completely FREE but is limited to only 20 attendees at each
location due to the interactive nature of this workshop.

See you there!

 
Dr. Arlan Alburo, PT, DPT, MTC

P.S. Don’t delay - register now! Call our office to save your seat: 219-380-
0809 in La Porte or 219-202-2502 in Valpo
P.P.S. This event is limited to 20 people - first come, first served. BUT, if
your registration is successful, you may bring a guest for support.
P.P.P.S. As a bonus, the first 10 registrants for the Lower Back Pain and 
Sciatica Workshop will receive a Special Report: “The Top 10 Burning 
Questions for Sciatica”. 

PAID ADVERTISMENT
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And the Oscar Goes to...
by Andrew Tallackson

Oh, how the tide has changed.
Every Oscar season has its ebbs and fl ows. A fi lm 

receives a groundswell of critical embrace, monopo-
lizes the Golden Globes, then fi zzles somewhere 
down the line. And these days, the movie that wins 
Best Picture rarely dominates the night — “Crash,” 
“12 Years a Slave,” “Birdman,” “Spotlight,” “Moon-
light”  — let alone is correctly revealed after last 
year’s 11th hour headscratcher.

Had the nominations been announced last Sep-
tember, this year’s Oscars would have been a love 
letter to Christopher Nolan’s “Dunkirk,” a stagger-
ing achievement released back in July. Had it bowed 
during the offi cial Oscar “season,” which commenc-
es early October, it might have had staying power.

But then came along “Three Billboards Out-
side Ebbing, Missouri” and “The Shape of Water,” 
the creators and cast of which have prepped one 
awards-acceptance speech after another.

So who is the clear victor? Aye-yi-yi. Not easy to 
say, my friends. The acting fi elds, for the most part, 
are tightly locked into place. Again, where things get 
dicey are not only Best Picture, but also the writing 
categories. For those who entered our annual “Beat 
the Editor” contest, I suspect these three areas will 
be the ones that stump me, affording you the best 
chance of nabbing our prizes: an AMC movie card 
and a $30 gift certifi cate to Fiddlehead restaurant,  
our contest’s generous sponsor.

I’ve modifi ed my prediction categories, by the 
way. Last year, a few readers remarked they were 
a tad confusing. So, the fi rst category, “my predic-
tion,” indicates the fi lm or actor I believe will win. 
“My preference” states the fi lm or performer I would 
select if voting. If “prediction” and “preference” are 
the same, then it will be refl ected as such.

The Academy Awards airs Sunday, March 4. The 
winner of our “Beat the Editor” contest will be an-
nounced in the March 15 edition. 

So, without further ado, the nominees are:
Best Picture

“Call Me by Your Name”; “Darkest Hour”; 
“Dunkirk”; “Get Out”; “Lady Bird”; “Phantom 
Thread”; “The Post”; “The Shape of Water”; 
“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri.”

My Prediction: A month ago, I would have 
said “Three Billboards.” However, cries of racism 
— however founded or unfounded they may be — 
have chipped away at the fi lm’s momentum. Acad-
emy voters, after the #oscarssowhite backlash, are 
exceedingly self-conscious about how they are per-
ceived, so Guillermo del Toro’s much-beloved fairy 
tale “The Shape of Water” should waltz away 
with the top prize.

My Preference: “Three Billboards” and “The 
Shape of Water” are dynamite fi lms, uniquely chal-
lenging in their own rights. But 10 years from now, 
people will still be talking about “Dunkirk” and 
“Get Out,” two fi lms of considerable impact and 
relevance. If either wins, I will be a happy camper.

Best Director
“Dunkirk,” Christopher Nolan; “Get Out,” 

Jordan Peele; “Lady Bird,” Greta Gerwig; 
“Phantom Thread,” Paul Thomas Anderson; 
“The Shape of Water,” Guillermo del Toro.

My Prediction: Del Toro crafted a modern fairy 
tale that, by all means, should have crumbled amid 
the weight of its own ridiculousness. Somehow, he 
sold you on the premise from the word “go” to cre-
ate a fi lm that is inspired, hilarious, heartbreaking 
and moving. Del Toro also is the only member of the 
self-professed “Three Amigos,” which includes Al-
fonso Cuaron and Alejandro González Iñárritu, to 
have not won an Oscar.

My Preference: “Dunkirk” may be the defi nitive 
retelling of the World War II rescue of some 300,000 
British soldiers. It was the year’s most immersive 
experience, and we have Nolan to thank. All of his 
gifts as a storyteller are on full display here. He de-
serves the recognition.

Best Actor
Timothée Chalamet, “Call Me by Your 

Name”; Daniel Day-Lewis, “Phantom Thread”; 

Daniel Kaluuya, “Get Out”; Gary Oldman, 
“Darkest Hour”; Denzel Washington, “Roman 
J. Israel, Esq.”

My Prediction and Preference: The competi-
tion ended the minute the fi rst trailer for “Darkest 
Hour” hit movie screens. Oldman didn’t just physi-
cally transform into Winston Churchill. He became 
him. You no longer see Oldman the actor, but Brit-
ain’s prime minister, struggling to hold a country 
together as war becomes unavoidable.

Best Actress
Sally Hawkins, “The Shape of Water”; Fran-

ces McDormand, “Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri”; Margot Robbie, “I, Tonya”; 
Saoirse Ronan, “Lady Bird”; Meryl Streep, 
“The Post.”

My Prediction and Preference: McDormand 
is hypnotic in “Three Billboards.” You can’t take 
your eyes off of her. As a mother infuriated local po-

lice have no leads in the rape and murder of her 
daughter, McDormand is a tsunami of rage, ven-
geance and twisted humor.

Supporting Actor
Willem Dafoe, “The Florida Project”; Woody 

Harrelson, “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri”; Richard Jenkins, “The Shape of Wa-
ter”; Christopher Plummer, “All the Money in 
the World”; Sam Rockwell, “Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri.”

My Prediction: Rockwell has forged a respect-
ed career in indie fare. “Three Billboards” provided 
his meatiest role, that of a racist small-town sher-
iff who gets a reality check through McDormand’s 
angry mother. That transformation is handled by 
Rockwell with exceptional skill.

My Preference: Harrleson, long due for an Os-
car, is the moral compass of “Three Billboards.” His 
performance is deeply moving, the soul of a town 
overrun with hearts darkened by anger and grief. 
What an upset it would be if the actor bested his 
own co-star for the trophy?

Supporting Actress:
Mary J. Blige, “Mudbound”; Allison Jan-

ney, “I, Tonya”; Lesley Manville, “Phantom 
Thread”; Laurie Metcalf, “Lady Bird”; Octavia 
Spencer, “The Shape of Water.”

My Prediction: Janney’s performance must be 
seen to be believed: a damning portrait of mother-
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hood at its most toxic. The actress mixes the dark-
est of humor with unrelenting viciousness.

My Preference: Spencer could do this role in 
her sleep, but she is so laugh-out-loud hilarious in 
“The Shape of Water,” she prevents it from becom-
ing maudlin.

Adapted Screenplay
“Call Me by Your Name,” James Ivory; “The 

Disaster Artist,” Scott Neustadter & Michael 
H. Weber; “Logan,” Scott Frank & James Man-
gold and Michael Green; “Molly’s Game,” Aar-
on Sorkin; “Mudbound,” Virgil Williams and 
Dee Rees.

My Prediction: 
“Call Me by Your 
Name,” aside from 
Sorkin, has the stron-
gest awards pedigree 
in Ivory, whose credits 
include “A Room With a 
View” and “Remains of 
the Day.”

My Preference: “Mudbound,” for juggling a 
hefty slate of characters like a pro, affording each 
one enough room to breathe on screen.

Original Screenplay
“The Big Sick,” Emily V. Gordon & Kumail 

Nanjiani; “Get Out,” Jordan Peele; “Lady 
Bird,” Greta Gerwig; “The Shape of Water,” 
Guillermo del Toro, Vanessa Taylor; “Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri,” Martin 
McDonagh.

My Prediction: The 
evening’s wild card, 
about as dicey as Best 
Picture. The amount of 
talent here is stagger-
ing. But conventional 
wisdom says while “The 
Shape of Water” takes 
Best Picture, “Three 
Billboards” gets the 
screenplay consolation prize.

My Preference: “Get Out” for achieving the 
year’s most remarkable feat: the most stinging com-
mentary on race, but in the guise of a genre horror 
movie. Peele could be the evening’s surprise upset.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Quality custom homes and remodeling

Design/build services available

A proven local builder

Focus on green/energy
efficient construction

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs)

Kevin Flemington, Owner

219.878.7117 phone 
866.590.2259 fax

kevin@flemingtonconstruction.com
www.flemingtonconstruction.com

Walk the red carpet with us March 4th! 

DDuneland Beach Inn  
Inn · Restaurant · Bar 

Casual Fine Dining 

3311 Pottawattamie Trail   (Stop 33) 
Michigan City IN 
(800) 423-7729 

 

 

 

Dinner Tues. - Sun. Open at 5 p.m. 

1st Annual Oscar Party 
Reserve at: 

 www.dunelandbeachinn.com or Eventbrite 
Doors open at 4:00 p.m. 

Red Carpet Photos 
Champagne Toast & Craft Cocktails 

Custom Prix Fixe Dinner 
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Is that pain in your heel or bottom of your foot due to  
PLANTAR FASCIITIS? 

Here’s an easy 20 seconds self-test to find out 
 

Does your heel or bottom of your foot hurt: 
• with the first few steps out of bed in the morning? Worse as the day progresses? 
• when walking after prolonged sitting? 
• when climbing stairs or standing on your toes? 
• after standing for long periods? 

 
 
Dear Fellow NW Indiana Resident, 
 
Heel and foot pain is no joke. It can be debilitating… 
 
You begin to dread getting out of bed in the morning…not a great way to start your day. 
 
You get frustrated…disappointed, sometimes even angry at yourself for not being able to do the 
things you love to do…like shopping, leisure walking, or just simply keeping up with your kids or 
grandkids. 

FREE Heel and Foot Pain Workshop 
Tuesday March 6th and Thursday March 8th 

Due to popular request from patients, and to get our NW Indiana neighbors ready for summer, 
Orthopedic and Balance Therapy Specialists will host a FREE Heel and Foot Pain Workshop on 
the following dates and locations: 

• Tuesday March 6, 2018 at 5:00 PM at our La Porte office (1405 E. Lincolnway, Suite B-
next to All Star Auto) 

• Thursday March 8, 2018 at 6:00 PM at our Valparaiso office (3125 Calumet Ave., Suite 8- 
next to the YMCA) 

Here’s what you will learn at the workshop: 

• The top 2 most common causes of heel and foot pain 

• Single biggest #1 mistake heel and foot pain sufferers make resulting in a condition that 
necessitates surgery 

• How you can heal naturally without medications, injections, or surgery 

• Do-it-yourself techniques that will make you feeling better immediately after the workshop 

This event is limited to 20 attendees only due to the interactive nature of this workshop. To hold 
your spot, please call 219-380-0809 in La Porte or 219-202-2500 in Valpo. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Mike Pfeifer, PT, DPT, ATC 

PS-Call 219-380-0809 in La Porte or 219-202-2500 in valpo  to hold your spot for the FREE 
Heel and Foot Pain Workshop on Tuesday March 6 in La Porte and on Thursday March 8 in 
Valparaiso. 

PS- Limited to 20 spots only at each location. 

PAID ADVERTISMENT
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Are you a teacher who would like to make extra 
money May-Sept.? Are you considering a job change?

Do you have a student returning from college in May?
Are you looking for employment for your reliable teen?

Download and mail application: www.longbeachcc.org
Apply in person Fridays 2-5 p.m.: 

2309 Larchmont Ave.
Long Beach, IN 46360

Well, Long Beach Country Club may be the perfect opportunity 
for you! Many positions (some seasonal) to choose from! 

Begin to train/work in March/April 2017.

Pool/Patio Supervisor
American Heart-Red Cross-trained 
Lifeguards
*Lunch/Dinner Dining 
Room & Patio Servers
Bartender
Prep Cook
Line Cook
Fry/Grill Cook
Busser
Food Runner
Dishwasher

Must be dependable,  
a team player and 

demonstrate  professional
behavior. We conduct previous 

Shifts vary depending 
on clubhouse needs

*Front of the House Team Members receive individual gratuity + hourly rate.

Shirley Heinze Receives Bequest
Shirley Heinze Land Trust has received a bequest 

from the estate of the late Dune Acres resident J. 
Timothy Ritchie.

Ritchie died Aug. 14, 2017, at 79. A native of St. 
Paul, Minn., he received an undergraduate degree 
from Yale University and a graduate degree from 
the University of Chicago Law School. After a long 
career with Northern Trust Bank, he retired in 
1998. Among his many interests, he served on the 
board of Openlands, a land-conservation organiza-
tion in northeast Illinois, and on the board of The 
Nature Conservancy’s Indiana Chapter.

Ritchie’s connection to the environment began 
during childhood visits to his family’s cabin in the 
woods along Lake Superior. He and his partner, 
the late J. Richard Brannon, became involved with 
Shirley Heinze by attending its “spring fl ing” hikes 
organized by Dune Acres resident and life board 
member Barbara Plampin.

Brannon, who died in 2014, also left a gift to the 
organization in his estate. 

In a press release, board member Anne Walsh 
said the bequest has “given the organization a se-
cure footing far into the future.”

Since 1981, Shirley Heinze has protected, re-
stored and maintained Northwest Indiana’s natu-
ral communities, including tallgrass prairie, high 
dune, oak savanna, boreal fl atwoods, dune-and-
swale, woodlands, marshes, swamps, ponds, fens, 
bogs and riparian habitat. Call (219) 242-8558 or 
visit www.heinzetrust.org for more details.

Women in Leadership Program
Kelly Duggan of Kelly Duggan Image Consult-

ing will present “Creating Personal Brand through 
Image Management Development” during the next  
Women in Leadership of La Porte County meeting.

The event is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 13, at Pottawattomie Country Club, 900 

Springland Ave.
Duggan will emphasize how to: 

• Create a positive lasting im-
pression by identifying what im-
age/professional presence is, and 
understanding why it matters. 
• Communicate successfully, 
with composure, to positively set 
yourself apart. 
• Build an action plan to en-
hance advantage.

The meeting’s corporate spon-
sor is Nora Akins of Strategic Management. 

WILL meetings are open to guests. Visit www.
women-in-leadership.com/events or the Women in 
Leadership of La Porte County Facebook page for 
more details.
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Duneland Home & Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, In 46360 

“Open 7 Days”                        
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com         

Design Center & Showroom
Cabinets • Countertops • Carpeting 

• Ceramic Tile & Wood Flooring Laminate & LVT Vinyl Flooring 
• Window Treatments… Closet Systems…  

Great Selection & Products at Unbeatable Prices…  
Get our price... Before you BUY!!!

Library Drive to Benefi t Shelter
For the second year, in honor of March’s Wom-

en’s History Month, New Buffalo Township Library 
will host a drive for Michigan City’s Stepping Stone 
Shelter for Women.

Fine forgiveness will be given up to $5 for items 
brought in around the same approximate value or 
more in March. The shelter especially needs clean-
ing products for kitchens and bathrooms, paper 
products, trial-sized hygiene and beauty products, 
feminine-hygiene products, women’s and children’s 
underclothes, baby supplies and Michigan City Area 
Schools uniforms.

The library also will accept snacks and non-per-
ishable foods, tea and coffee, bottled water, laundry 
supplies, African-American hair products and offi ce 
supplies (paper, legal pads, pens, pencils).

The library cannot accept some items, so contact 
staff if unsure. Items should be new and unopened.

Contact Courtney at nbtlcreate@gmail.com or 
(269) 469-2933 for details. The library is located 
at  33 N. Thompson St. Visit newbuffalotownshipli-
brary.org or www.steppingstoneshelter.org for more 
information.

Design a Bookmark Contest
The second Friends of the New Buffalo Library 

Design a Bookmark Contest is open to New Buffalo 
and New Buffalo Township students in kindergar-
ten through 12th grade.

Entries must be submitted by the end of the 
school day Thursday, March 15. Forms are avail-
able from art teachers at New Buffalo Elementary 
School and New Buffalo Middle School/High School. 
All work must be done in class, with the exception of 
home-schooled students, who can pick up their en-
try and rules forms at the library circulation desk.

Categories and prizes are K-2, 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12, 
with $25 going to fi rst place in each category, $20 to 
second place and $15 to third place.

Contestants are asked to design a bookmark that 
fi ts one of these themes: “If I wrote a book, this is 
the cover I would want,” or “I would like to read a 
book with this cover.”

Only one entry per child is allowed. They must 
be original. No computer-generated images or copy-
righted material are allowed, such as Harry Potter, 
Disney or DreamWorks. Entries may be done in ink, 
crayon, pencil, colored pencil, paint, magic marker 
or any medium approved by art teachers. No glitter 
is permitted.

All entries become the property of New Buffalo 
Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St. They may be 
reproduced for public distribution and displayed at 
the library. Winning entries will be printed, lami-
nated and available to patrons while supplies last.
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Region Photography Clinic
Early bird registration is under way for the Ninth 

Annual Photography Clinic on Saturday, March 24, 
at Munster’s Center for Visual and Performing Arts.

The all-day event is hosted by the non-profi t Cal-
umet Region Photo Club. The featured speaker is 
landscape photographer and self-published author 
Blake Rudis of Kansas City, Mo. His presentation 
will include photographic composition techniques, 
color theory and post-production workfl ow.

Photographers of all skill levels and interests are 
welcome. Those interested can download a registra-
tion form from www.calregionphoto.org. The early 
bird fee is $75 if received by March 1. Afterward, 
the cost is  $80, with registration required by March 
17. The cost includes all presentations, a continen-
tal breakfast, luncheon, an opportunity to visit with 
vendors and a chance at winning door prizes.

LaPorte Mayor Visits La Lumiere Journalism Classes
La Porte’s new mayor, Mark 

Krentz, paid a visit to La Lumi-
ere’s journalism classes Feb. 16 
so students could participate in a 
mock press conference.

Krentz, the mayor since August, 
spoke before two classes of juniors 
and seniors studying journalism as 
part of writing requirements. The 
34 students each were expected to 
have 10 questions ready for the local 
politician after having spent their 
week researching the caucus that 
elected him, and the various issues 
important to LaPorte residents.

Krentz spoke to the high-school-
ers about the unusual way in 
which he became mayor after the 
promotion of previous La Porte 
leader, Blair Milo.

“I had three weeks to decide whether to run for 
mayor,” he said, to their surprise.

Krentz said one of his fi rst actions once he took 
charge was to change the police chief. He also said 
it was one of the most challenging things he’s done, 
and talked about the process of interviewing other 
candidates, although he admitted it was “impossi-
ble to satisfy everyone.”

As the son of a former city mayor, Krentz was 
asked if holding the position was always his dream 
job. Saying he “knew it was a hard job” for his fa-
ther, Krentz admitted that back in college, he want-
ed to work in radio, but that his “family was really 
excited about (him) being mayor.”

Krentz told students they should work on their 
skills to be good journalists, because “the power 
of listening to people is huge,” something he’s also 

learned in his current line of work.
Krentz is the second person to visit with La Lumi-

ere journalism students this semester. The fi rst was 
La Porte attorney Mary Lake, who helped the teens 
learn about First Amendment issues. Last semester, 
guests to the classes included State Sen. Mike Bo-
hacek, who also participated in a mock press confer-
ence, as well as newspaper columnist Phil Potempa, 
South Bend weatherman Matt Rudkin, Amarillo 
(Texas) investigative reporter Niccole Kaan and, via 
Skype, New York Times sports reporter Allan Kreda.

Documentary producer Pat Wisniewski and mag-
azine publisher Julia Huisman likewise spoke to 
students about careers in the media business. Also 
expected to appear before this year’s students are 
newspaper columnist Jerry Davich and talk-show 
host Michael Essany.

Students of La Lumiere’s Journalism and New Media writing seminar course 
pose with La Porte Mayor Mark Krentz.
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Scholarship Applications Available
The Healthcare Foundation of La Porte will award 

$33,750 in scholarships this year, with individuals 
receiving aid that ranges from $500 to $3,000.

La Porte Hospital Foundation started the tra-
dition in 1983. Scholarship opportunities funded 
by La Porte Hospital Auxiliary also are accessible 
through the same application process.

Visit hfl aporte.org/scholarships for details.
Students must be pursuing a degree in a health 

or wellness fi eld, and be enrolled at an accredited 
university, college or similar higher-learning insti-
tute. The deadline is midnight Friday, March 16. 
Applicants will be notifi ed of their status Friday, 
April 27. Scholarships will be presented during an 
awards reception May 31. 

Available scholarships and requirements include:
Healthcare Foundation Scholarships

Students must:
• Be residents or actively employed within the city 

of La Porte and surrounding areas.
• Be enrolled in their third year (junior) or higher, 

or in a post-graduate health-care program.
• Have a GPA above 3.0.

Healthcare Foundation
Radiologic/Medical Imaging

Students must:
• Be residents or actively employed within the city 

of La Porte and surrounding areas.
• Be enrolled in Associate of Applied Science-Ra-

diologic Technology, Associate of Science-Radi-
ography or Bachelor of Science-Medical Imaging 
Technology.

• Have a GPA above 3.0.
La Porte Hospital Auxiliary Scholarships

Students must:
• Be enrolled in freshman or sophomore year.
• Be a graduate of a high school in La Porte Coun-

ty or employed by La Porte Hospital or La Porte 
physicians.

The American Red Cross La Porte County Chap-
ter will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Edgewood Elementary School, 502 Boyd Circle, 

1:30 to 6 p.m. Thursday, March 1.
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 

Road, noon to 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 6. 
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit redcrossblood.org for more details.

Authentic Greek Pastries

EASTER 
BAKE 
SALE

Friday, March 23 • Noon-6 p.m. EST
Saturday, March 24 • 10 a.m.-6 p.m. EST

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
18000 Behner Road • New Buffalo, Michigan

U.S. 12, just off I-94, Exit 4B

Call for a pre-order form 269-469-0081

Your order will be ready for pickup during 
our Bake Sale

Exciting EASTER EGG Batik Decorating Class
Saturday, March 24 • 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Cost: $20.00 Call for more info 239-247-0516 

This is a non-profi t event sponsored by
Berrien County Orthodox Women (BCOW)

P.O. Box 93, New Buffalo, MI 49117
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First Saturday Hikes
Gabis Arboretum at Purdue Northwest (formerly 

Taltree Arboretum) will host a First Saturday Hike 
from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, March 3.

A naturalist guides visitors through the arbore-
tum and focuses on seasonal changes and interests.

Email info@taltree.org or call (219) 462-0025 for 
more details. Gabis Arboretum is located at 71 N. 
County Road 500 West near Valparaiso.

Maple Sugar Time 2018
The annual Maple Sugar Time festival returns to 

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, March 3-4 and 10-11.

Take a self-guided tour to learn how maple tree 
sap has been used for hundreds of years. Park staff 
will be at each trail stop to show how American Indi-
ans fi rst boiled maple sap into sugar, and how later, 
settlers used large iron kettles to make the sap into 
syrup. Afterward, stand in the sugar shack, where 
sap is still boiled down the way the Chellbergs did. 

Visitors can drill a tap hole, or use an old-fash-
ioned yoke to carry heavy sap buckets. Samples of 
pure maple syrup can be compared to “artifi cially 
fl avored” brands.

The activities are at Chellberg Farm, the parking 
lot for which is off Mineral Springs Road between 
U.S. 20 and 12 in Porter. Admission is free, and 
pure maple syrup and related products will be sold. 
Call (219) 395-1882 for more details.

First Friday @ Lubeznik Center
Expect a combination of art, live music and craft 

beer during the First Friday Art Walk from 5 to 8 
p.m. March 2 at Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 
W. Second St.

The musical duo Cat Man Dog will perform, while 
Burn ’Em Brewing will offer tastings. Light bites 
and a cash bar are planned.

Visitors also can see “Birds and Bees,” the new 
exhibit by 10 artists who share personal interpreta-
tions of birds or bees through drawings, printmak-
ing, painting, sculpture, video and mixed media.

Admission is free. Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org 
for more details.

Lunch & Learn Series
The “Lunch & Learn” series continues with “Mov-

ing, Downsizing, Traditions: Working Through the 
Emotions” from noon to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 6, 
at Rittenhouse Senior Living, 4300 Cleveland Ave.

The program is sponsored by Alzheimer’s & De-
mentia Services and REAL Services, the latter pro-
viding a free lunch, including a beverage, to family 
caregivers who serve at least one week in advance.

Call (800) 552-7928, Ext. 7132, for reservations.
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

AN ORGANIZED LIFE
By Annette

HOME ORGANIZATION
PREPARING YOUR HOME FOR SELLING

PACKING FOR A MOVE
ESTATE PACKING AND ORGANIZING

Packing Services:
Pack and Sort All Rooms
Provide Boxes, Packing
Paper, Tape and Labels.

Label and Organize All Boxes.
Meet the Movers, Unpacking 

Boxes and Set-Up Rooms
in New Location.

*See hourly rate & supply costs 
when you visit website

Organizational Services:

(e) AnOrganizedLife@yahoo.com
(p) or text 219-221-0238

Website:
www.PackingOrganizingHomeStaging.com

Serving NW Indiana, SW Michigan & Chicago Suburbs

Closets, Kitchens, Bedrooms, 
Home or Business Offi ce, 
Basement, Garages, Attics, 

Apartments, Cabins and Lake 
Homes…

Spring Break Camp
Gabis Arboretum at Purdue Northwest (formerly 

Taltree) is offering a spring break camp for children 
in fi rst through fi fth grades.

Camp is Monday through 
Friday, March 26-30. The 
science-based program cel-
ebrates the natural world 
through exploration and 
outdoor experiences. Camp-
ers learn how to grow and 
care for plants, fi nd solu-
tions to water pollution and 
discover animals that can 
be found in their own back-
yards.

Campers should take a 
lunch, water bottle, closed-
toe shoes and weather-appropriate clothing. Regis-
tration is available for the full week or per day.

Dropoff begins at 8:30 a.m., with camp running 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The full week cost is $140 
for members and $150 for non-members. The daily 
cost is $30 for members and $35 for non-members.

Registration and payment are due Monday, 
March 19. Forms can be downloaded at Taltree.org. 
Contact Ellen Kapitan at (219) 742-8147 or ekapi-
tan@taltree.org for details.

A vegetable garden 
created by campers.
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Shirley Heinze Receives Donation
The Brandstetter family has donated 3.03 acres, 

or 14 lots, adjacent to wetlands in Beverly Shores  
to Shirley Heinze Land Trust’s land holdings.

The acquisition, linked to the Shirley Heinze 
Great Marsh Preserve, will aid efforts to restore 
healthy marshland habitat by reducing the num-
ber of complex boundaries, Executive Director Kris 
Krouse said.

Krouse lauded volunteer Tyson Lagoni for his ef-
forts in aiding the work.

“To date, we’ve acquired approximately 85 acres 
in the project area,” Krouse said. “Restoration ac-
tivities taking place here include the removal of in-
vasive plants and the seeding and planting of native 
plant species.”

Shirley Heinze’s Great Marsh properties are sep-
arated from Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore by 
Beverly Drive, Krouse added.

“The sedge meadows and wetlands present here 
are a haven for birds and other wildlife, and a home 
to rare plants,” he said. “The area is a designated 
stop on the Chicago Region Birding Trail and has 
been recognized as an Important Bird Area by the 
National Audubon Society.” 

Visit www.heinzetrust.org, call (219) 242-8558, 
or access its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
heinzetrust for more details.

The Great Marsh at Beverly Shores.

Feb. 20, 2018
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Diagonal Divas    22 6
2. Queen Pins  17  11
3. Alley Katz/Lucky Lefties  16 12
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. June Salmon  167
2. Mary Lou McFadden  165
3. Sue Labovitz     156
4. Lenore Hadaway  154
SPLITS
1. Susan OConor  3-10 (2)
2. Nancy Klausner  5-10

❑

More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

Harbor Country Hikers
Harbor Country Hikers will host a sunset outing, 

“In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb: Ice Formations of 
Lake Michigan,” at 6:15 p.m. EST Saturday, March 
3, at the City of New Buffalo Beach.

While gathered on the leeward side of the beach 
house, HCH Board Member Janet Schrader and 
President Pat Fisher will explain the origins of 
many ice formations found along Lake Michigan’s 
shores. Weather permitting, some formations will 
remain for fi rst-hand inspection.

The presentation will last about 20 minutes, fol-
lowed by a short hike, described as “easy, but poten-
tially cold and windy.”

Visit harborcountryhikers.com for more details.

Friends of New Buffalo Library
The Friends of New Buffalo Library will seek 

community input to plan future events at 4 p.m. 
EST Thursday, March 8, in the Pokagon Room at 
New Buffalo Library, 33 N. Thompson St.

Funds for activities were raised from a successful 
“give-back” dinner at Bentwood Tavern at the Ma-
rina Grand Resort, as well as proceeds from com-
memorative brick and book sales.

Call the library at (269) 469-2933 or email nbli-
brary@comcast.net with questions.

219.879.9140
312.343.9143

622 Franklin  
(219) 214-1839
A

rtA
ndSciencew

orks.co
m

Open Thursday, 
Friday & Saturday 

6pm - 8 pm

MAKE
SOME 

SPRING

Ryan Casey MS, MATcs

Muscle Activation 
Techniques™

Science Based Training
Personal Coaching for Health

(cell) 773-220-3581
ryanfcasey@gmail.com

www.MuscleActivations.com

Make your Body Smarter.
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New Buffalo Streetscape Project
New Buffalo, in partnership with the New Buffa-

lo Downtown Development Authority, is in the fi nal 
phase of making improvements to the community’s 
downtown area.

The work will 
replace water 
and sewer lines, 
and create a new 
streetscape.

New Buffalo 
DDA staff pro-
vided this infor-
mation with an-
swers to specifi c 
questions about 
the project: 

Q u e s t i o n : 
What will the 
landscape and 
amenities look 
like when the 
project is com-
pleted?

Answer: Renderings depicting what the complet-
ed project will look like are available at City Hall.  
Specifi c amenities include the proposed people/pet 
fountain pictured here and pet mitt-bag dispenser.

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

.

Subject to credit approval.

Buying a home doesn’t have to be scary or hard. 
When you partner with MutualBank, a mortgage loan 
expert will guide you through these steps:  

1. Apply with Mortgage Lender, Cheryl Hamilton 
or online at bankwithmutual.com.

2. Submit documentation for review and 
property appraisal.

3. Participate in the closing of your new home!

Contact Cheryl Hamilton! 
NMLS 436346
6 West Buffalo Street, New Buffalo
269.469.5552 
cheryl.hamilton@bankwithmutual.com

Take steps toward your new home!
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Warren J. Attar, Agent
My 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service Number is 

(219) 874-4256
1902 E. US 20 • Evergreen Plaza 

Michigan City, IN 46360 
Fax: (219) 874-5430 • www.warrenattar.com 

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

“Your wood floor specialist”

HULTMAN FLOORING, INC.

(219) 926-1966
35 E. Hwy. 20 • Porter

Old world craftsmanship for new world concepts
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL WOOD FLOORING ASSOCIATION

•  Design  •  Installation  •  Refinishing

You Are Invited to Stop By Our
Studio & Browse Through Our Wide
Variety of Wood Flooring Selections

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING

(219) 363-9367 
4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

10 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window film

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window film.  
All Films Reduce 99% UV

Yoga Kids Foundation Class
Teachers, parents and therapy providers can 

attend Yoga Kids training Saturday and Sunday, 
March 10-11, at Dancing Feet Yoga, 19135 U.S. 12, 
New Buffalo, Mich.

As part of the event, free yoga classes are offered 
to children as demo lessons.

Visit www.yogakids.com/freeclasses and www.yo-
gakids.com/training-events for more details.

Dunes Learning Center
Two workshops are set for Saturday, March 24, 

at Dunes Learning Center, 700 Howe Road, Porter.
First up is “Fruit Tree Grafting” from 9 a.m. to 

noon. Working in conjunction with the National 
Park Service, U.S. Forest Service and Purdue Ex-
tension, participants graft scion wood to rootstock, 
and plant grafted trees in pots to enhance fruit or-
chards at the center and Chellberg Farm. Each par-
ticipant takes home two to three of the trees he/she 
grafts, plus a grafting knife.

The cost is $20. Visit tinyurl.com/y8u6owa9 to 
register.

The second workshop, “Project WET Educators, 
is from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Portage Lakefront 
and Riverwalk off U.S. 12 near Ogden Dunes.

Along with traditional content for Project WET 
certifi cation, the session incorporates activities and 
resources around Asian carp and aquatic invasive 
species that threaten regional waterways.

The $40 cost includes lunch and materials. Visit 
tinyurl.com/ybor3hx5 to register.

Area Artists Association Exhibit
The Area Artists Association will present the ex-

hibit “Deliberate Strokes” on March 2-April 15 at 
Valpo Art House & Gallery, 404 E. Lincolnway.

A reception is from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, March 2. 
Regular gallery hours are noon to 6 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday.

The AAA is affi liated with Lubeznik Center for 
the Arts, 101 W. Second St.

Contact Stephanie Carnell at beachprintmaker@
gmail.com or (219) 926-7852, or Larry (Lars) Jensen 
at larrylarsjensen@gmail.com or (219) 877-4010 for 
more details.

Exceptionally well-
maintained 1,680 
square feet town-
house. 2 second-
floor privacy BRs 
with en suite baths. 
Foyer to 23’x19’ 
LR/DR with double 
skylight & den, each 
with 8’ double patio 
doors and vanity 
bath. Gas/wood fire-
place, I-phone garage 

direct entry to eat-in kitchen, oversized washer/dryer, community 
pool. Single entry to private drives, snow removable, yard service, 
walking access to stores and restaurants.

Call (219) 393-4609

TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE
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Enameling Workshop
Stephanie Swanson will present an enameling 

workshop from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day, March 3-4, at Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. 
Fourth St.

Students will experiment with different tech-
niques of high-fi ring enamels (fi nely ground glass 
powder). They will mostly work in copper and some 
sterling silver, which will be provided.  

Students will learn the following techniques: 
stenciling, sgraffi to, basse-taille, grisaille, champ-
leve, cloisonne and plique-a-jour. All supplies are 
included. Lunch breaks are planned.

The cost is $225, with members receiving a $25 
discount. A maximum number of six students is al-
lowed. Visit www.chestertonart.com for details.

Polish Heritage Essay Competition
Applications are available for the Polish Heritage 

Association of Michigan City 2018 scholarship es-
say competition.

Applicants are eligible for fi rst place ($1,000), 
second place ($500) or third place ($100). The com-
petition is open to any high school or college student 
living in Northwest Indiana (Lake, Porter, LaPorte, 
Starke and St. Joseph counties). Applicants don’t 
have to be of Polish ancestry.

This year’s theme is “Ignacy Jan Paderewski and 
the Rebirth of Polish Independence in 1918.”

Entries are due by April 27. Contact Professor 
Janusz Duzinkiewicz at jduzinkiewicz@pnw.edu for 
more details.

HOME LENDERTalk to your local

E X C E P T I O N A L  S E R V I C S E N S I B L E  A D V I C E ®

Member FDIC horizonbank.com

Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

NMLS# 586271

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked 
and Drug Tested
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Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
March 2 — Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss!, 4 p.m., 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 2 — First Friday Art Walk, 5-8 p.m., Up-
town Arts District (downtown Michigan City).

March 2 — First Friday @ LCA, 5-8 p.m., Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Info: 
www.lubeznikcenter.org

March 2 — Opening reception, “Masters’ Art Rei-
magined,” 5-8 p.m., Southern Shore Art Association, 
724 Franklin St. Info: www.SouthernShoreArtAsso-
ciation.com

March 2-5 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Call Me By Your 
Name.” Rated R. Times: 6 p.m. Fri.-Mon., 2:30 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. Also: Oscar-nominated short fi lms — live 
action. Not rated. Time: Noon March 3. All times 
Eastern. Info: vickerstheatre.com

March 3 — Westville Elementary PTO Bazaar 
and Craft Show, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Westville Elemen-
tary School, 207 E. Valparaiso St.

March 3 — Premier Theatre production, “Home-
schooled,” 3 p.m., The Baugher Center, 100 W. Indi-
ana Ave., Chesterton.

March 3 — Harbor Country Hikers sunset out-
ing, “In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb: Ice Forma-
tions of Lake Michigan,” 6:15 p.m. EST, City of New 
Buffalo Beach. Info: harborcountryhikers.com

March 3 — All-you-can-eat spaghetti dinner, 
4:30-6:30 p.m., St. Luke United Lutheran Church, 
2000 E. Coolspring Ave. Cost: $7. Info: (219) 879-
9415.

March 3-4 — Builders Association of LaPorte 
County Home & Lifestyle Expo, Blue Chip Casino 
Hotel Spa. Times: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. March 3/9 a.m.-4 
p.m. March 4. Free. Info: www.balc.org

March 3-4, 10-11 — Maple Sugar Time 2018, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Chellberg Farm, Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Free. Info: (219) 395-
1882.

March 4 — Sunday Matinee: “Three Billboards 
Outside of Ebbing, Missouri,” 1:30 p.m., The Baugh-
er Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

March 4 — Academy Award Film Tribute: 
“Wings,” 2 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 5 — Story Time on the Road, 11 a.m., Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Free.

March 5 — Popular Books, Bill Dedman and Paul 
Clark Newell Jr.’s “Empty Mansions: The Mysterious 
Life of Huguette Clark and the Spending of a Great 
American,” 2 p.m., Westchester Public Library, 200 
W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

March 6 — Purdue University Northwest Brain 
Awareness Day event, “The Artful Tour of the 
Brain,” 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Library-Student-Faculty 
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Library Staff Available as Speakers
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave., 

makes available library staff who can give talks on 
a variety of topics at organizational meetings.

Visit laportelibrary.org and choose Services, then 
Speakers Bureau. Topics fall under categories such 
as travel, holiday histories, parenting, downloading 
eBooks and local history.

Fill out the online form, or call (219) 362-6156 for 
details.

building, Gallery 144. Free. Info: (219) 785-5593.
March 7-8 — Documentary screening, “His Neigh-

bor Phil,” The Baugher Center, 100 W. Indiana Ave., 
Chesterton. Times: 2 p.m. March 7/5 p.m. March 8. 
Registration: tinyurl.com/ybktc6mj, (219) 926-7696.

Through April 29 — Photography exhibit, “Da-
vid Larson: 50 Years of Photography in the Indiana 
Dunes,” Westchester Township History Museum, 
700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

In the Region
March 2 — Opening reception, “Deliberate 

Strokes,” 5-7 p.m., Valpo Art House & Gallery, 404 
E. Lincolnway. Info: (219) 926-7852, (219) 877-4010.

March 2-17 — “No Way to Treat a Lady,” Elkhart 
Civic Theatre @ Bristol (Ind.) Opera House, 210 E. 
Vistula St. Times (Eastern): 7:30 p.m. March 2-3, 
9-10 and 16-17, 3 p.m. March 11. Tickets: adults, 
$21, seniors & students/$19. Reservations: (574) 
848-4116, elkhartcivictheatre.org

March 3 — Independent Cat Society Sweetheart 
Day, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Valparaiso Moose Lodge, 108 
Indiana Ave. Info: www.catsociety.org

March 3 — First Saturday Hike, 10-11 a.m., 
Gabis Arboretum at Purdue Northwest (formerly 
Taltree Arboretum), 71 N. County Road 500 West 
near Valparaiso. Info: info@taltree.org, (219) 462-
0025.

Through March 3 — Actors From The London 
Stage, “The Taming of the Shrew,” 7:30 p.m. EST, 
The University of Notre Dame’s Washington Hall. 
Tickets/reservations: tinyurl.com/ydd7l4wt

Support Groups
Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 

6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Mondays, Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 
7 p.m. Mon./Franciscan St. Anthony Health, 301 
W. Homer St., 9 a.m. Fri./First United Method-
ist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: https://oa.org, 
(219) 879-0300.

Wednesdays — Alzheimer’s/Dementia Support 
Group for Caregivers, 2 p.m., third Wednesday of 
each month, Rittenhouse Senior Living, 4300 Cleve-
land Ave. Info: (888) 303-0180.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.
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CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)
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NOON FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
SAVE YOUR PRECIOUS MEMORIES DIGITALLY ON CDs or DVDs

Home movies-slides-pictures transferred to CDs or DVDs
Wedding & Event Documentation.

Corporate and Industrial Video Productions
 Contact: Patrick Landers at Midwest Video Communications

219-879-8433 or landerspatrick@comcast.net

JERRY’S CLOCK REPAIR SHOP on Tilden Ave., Michigan City 
is open. Call 219-221-1534.

 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument
lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call  219-872-1217.

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
 www.reprographicarts.com

ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S
 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City - 219/874-3455

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - 219/874-4003.
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • 269-426-3868

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at 877/711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING -- Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. - Call Darla at 219/878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
21 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call 219-210-0580

ESSENTIAL CLEANING 
Specializing in New Construction/Remodeling Cleanup, Business and 

Home Maintenance Cleaning. Residential and Commercial. Insured and 
references available.

Call Rebecca at 219-617-7746 or 
email essentialcleaning1@sbcglobal.net

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone 219/872-8817.
D&D CLEANING 

Specializing in residential, vacation homes, rentals and new construction/
remodeling cleanup. Flexible schedule/regular cleaning crew. References 

available. Call (219) 877-9502

 SQUEAKY CLEAN: residential & commercial. Bonded/insured. Wkly, bi-
wkly, monthly. 20+ yrs exp. Free estimates. Joelle • (219) 561-3527.

KAYFABE WINDOW CLEANING LLC — 219-841-1340
Gutters & dryer vents, pressure washing.

Michigan City’s go-to guy. New lower pricing. Insured.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • 219-945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner -- 219/861-1990.

•••••••••••••••••••••• HP ELECTRIC ••••••••••••••••••••• 
24/7  Emergency Service • Licensed & insured

Cell 219-363-9069 • Office 219-380-9907
BILL SMART

It’s Winter — Let’s get our projects done now before I get busy.
 Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile

Call (269) 469-4407.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. 219-872-8817.
STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Complete roof tear offs, 

vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 
Fully insured. 630-726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40 yrs. experience.

***  THE COUNTERTOP GUY, LLC ***
Specializing in custom-made cabinetry and solid surface, or plastic lami-
nate countertops. With 30+ years experience in fabricating and installing 

in commercial or residential homes. Also offer general carpentry and 
remodeling. Call (219) 214-0545

Bathrooms, tile, electrical, home inspection punch lists.
Very handy, dependable and insured.

Eric & Darren Frageman: 219-872-0557.
DUNES ROOFING & MAINTENANCE. 

All types of roofing: rubber, shingles. Siding repairs. All other 
household repairs. Gutter cleaning & guards. 28+ yrs. exp. Locally 
owned. Guaranteed work. Licensed. Insured. Great ref. Reasonably 

priced. 219-229-9387

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. 219/861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at 219-741-0481.

A & L PAINTING COMPANY -- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.  Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks. 

Seniors (65+) 10% off labor.  References. Reasonable.  
Phone 219/778-4145 • 219/363-9003  

WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call 219-363-7877.
ALL BRIGHT PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Fully insured. 

Free estimates. Proudly serving the area for over 20 yrs. 219-861-7339.
CAPPY PAINTING. Interior/exterior painting. 20+years experience. 

Professional, quality work at reasonable prices. Call (219) 221-7909.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at 219-229-4474
TOP LINE SNOW PLOWING, BLOWING and SHOVELING,
lawn maintenance, spring and fall cleanup and odd jobs. 
Call ABE at 219-210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

THE CONSCIENTIOUS GARDENER
A Garden Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help

in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design
SPRING CLEAN UP • WEEDING • PLANTING • CARE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / 219-229-4542

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. Weedings, Clean-ups, Mowing, Mulch, 
Planting. Tree service. Insured. 219-871-9413.
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

Office: 219-879-9810 • Fax: 219-879-9813

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

LLOYD TREE SERVICE & BRUSH REMOVAL
Trimming • Cutting • Removal • Stump removal.

Reasonably Priced. 219-229-5867

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Housekeepers Wanted!

Must have housekeeping experience), proactive, self-starters for summer 
rental season. Must work weekends (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) 10am-

4pm June-August. $20-$30/hr plus other potential bonuses!
Call (269) 588-9600 for interview appointment.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
CHAD & NANCY ADDIE • MENDED HEARTS COLLECTIBLES

Thoughtful estate liquidation. We’re glad to offer perspective, ideas on 
process. Call us at (219) 393-4609

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
REAL ESTATE INVESTING

Investment mixed-use building for sale in Michigan City. Owners past 
retirement age; motivated to sell. 4 occupied units, signed leases, yearly 

gross income $30,000. (219) 879-2198 or text (219) 877-8177.

RENTALS INDIANA
Apartments for rent. Uptown Michigan City, 1/2BR, $675/mo. and up. 

Call (219) 898-8871.
Dunescape Condo, 4th Floor, 2BR/2BA, available Nov.-May. $1,100/

mo + utilities. Call/text Cari @ Merrion Realty @ (219) 898-5412.
Furnished 1BR apartment over garage, quiet wooded setting among 
$500K homes, granite, hardwood floors, shared pool, tennis, basket-
ball. Kitchenette. Utilities included. $800, 1-yr lease, no smoking, no 

pets. (312) 399-5341.
UPSCALE LOFT FOR RENT: 1 huge bedroom with walk-in closet, W/D, 

large deck, off-street parking, wood floors. Just steps from 11th Street 
South Shore station. $650/mo. + utilities. Call (219) 872-9111. 

Summer rental. Stop 37. 4BR/3BA, AC, WiFi/cable. 300 ft to beach 
access. Contact jmebeachouse@yahoo.com

1BR, freshly painted and new carpeting, spacious rooms and all 
appl., including W/D in your own utility room. $695/mo. 

Call (708) 404-9482.

RENTALS MICHIGAN
Must-see, newer apartment: 2BR/2BA, downtown New Buffalo. HDWD 

floors, cathedral ceiling, W/D, walk to beach. No pets/smoking. Year 
lease, security deposit, $1,200/mo. Includes electric/water/trash/gas.

 Call (312) 925-0753.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE  
CONDOMINIUM WITH UNIVERSAL APPEAL IN THE SHORES!

2BR/2.5BA/main-floor den, at 2210 Bayview Drive. $224,500. Sale by 
owner. Household items, furniture items available by appointment.

(219) 393-4609.
Buildable site in Michiana Shores: 5 corner lots (200x130). 

Call Jim (219) 871-2101 for more information.

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. Hol-
mesville Road, La Porte. Call (219) 
325-8315 or visit www.laportecoun-
typarks.org for more details.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. March 12 
and 19, and April 2, 16 and 30 at Luhr County Park, 
3178 S. County Road 150 West, La Porte. Call (219) 
325-8315 at least one week in advance to register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per 
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment 
are required at least one week in advance or until 
full, whichever comes fi rst.

The schedule is: 
• March 7 — Hard Working Animals.
• March 21 — Did You Call Me?

Senior Lifestyles
Join the free 55+ Club, a social club designed for 

adults 55 and older to learn and explore various 
types of nature. Free coffee is served to participants.

The group meets from 9 to 10 a.m. at Luhr Coun-
ty Park Nature Center. Call at least one week in 
advance to register. The schedule is:
• March 7 — Fraud and scan presentation from 

LaPorte County Sheriff Department, and “Hear-
ing Loss and Dizziness: What You Need to Know,” 
Family Nurse Practitioner Chris Maddox.

• April 4 — “The Art of Aging: Treatment Options,” 
Licensed Esthetician Stacy Bernhardt. 

Spa Day at the Park
The event is from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday,  March 

10, at Red Mill County Park’s Pat Smith Hall.
The fi rst 50 present receive a goodie bag. A vari-

ety of booths will highlight services such as aroma-
therapy, makeup, chair massages, natural beauty 
care products and jewelry.

No pre-registration is required.

Shelter and Hall Reservations
Call (219) 325-8315 to make reservations for one 

of many picnic shelters at any of the four county 
parks, or Pat Smith Hall at Red Mill County Park 
for a family function.
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The Black Painting by Neil Olson (hardcover, 
$24.99 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook)

As the old saying goes, you can pick your friends, 
but you can’t pick your family.

The Black Painting explores the inner dynamics 
of a dysfunctional family while throwing in a suspi-
cious housekeeper, a cursed paint-
ing, a stranger in the woods and 
a dead patriarch who may or may 
not have been murdered. Let me 
introduce you to the Morse family 
of Owl’s Point, Conn.

Four cousins have been sum-
moned by their grandfather, Al-
fred Arthur Morse II, to the patri-
archal home on Owl’s Point. They 
are now grown, each with their 
own lives in other places. They 
haven’t been to the house since 
they were teens. Grandpa was 
an art collector and dealer — a 
collector when he saw something 
he wanted to keep, like the Goya 
self-portrait rumored to bring 
madness and death to anyone who 
gazes upon it.

But, “There was a trick to it, 
or there was a type of person able 
to withstand the portrait’s awful 
gaze. More than withstand it, but learn and prosper 
from the contact. This was explained to Teresa by 
her father, Ramon…”  

Ramon, however, suffered from mental illness 
and died, jumping off a bridge, so he might not be a 
good source of information.

As Teresa enters the house, she notes that the “…
magical home of her childhood no longer existed…
Full of sadness and memories, but nothing to be 
afraid of.” Yeah, hold that thought, Teresa…

It is Teresa who enters the study and fi nds grand-
father dead, his open eyes, seeming to stare at the 
wall where the Goya had hung. I say had hung be-
cause it was stolen 15 years earlier. There were sus-
pects, of course, but the maid, Jenny Mulhane, had 
a brother, Peter, who was a known thief and was 
accused of the crime. The painting was never found, 
but many household items, Peter stole. He spent 10 
years in prison for the theft.

An autopsy confi rms grandpa Morse had a heart 
attack, but Teresa has an unexplainable feeling that 
he was murdered. But by whom and why?

There are plenty of suspects, starting with the 
family. No love lost there. Conversations show the 
distance, jealousy and downright hatred various 
members of the family have for each other. 

As Teresa cries out in despair: “Why is everyone so 
hostile in this family?” 

The cousins’ parents include: Teresa’s mother, 
Miranda; James and Audrey’s father, Alfred Arthur 
Morse III (called Fred), now on wife two or three; 
and Kenny’s father, Philip Morse, on wife who 
knows what number.

So Miranda, Fred and Philip don’t 
trust each other and wonder what 
will be in grandpa’s will for them? 
Boy, will they be surprised! Each of 
the cousins gets an envelope with 
the promise of $250,000 — if they 
complete a task dear old grandpa as-
signed for each of them. Wow. He re-
ally was a strange, mean old man.

Speaking of suspects, there’s Ilsa 
Graff, grandpa’s housekeeper of 
many years. Where is she? She can’t 
be found after grandpa’s body is dis-
covered. Then there’s a strange man 
Teresa sees in the woods, but not 
close enough to identify.

Philip hires a private investigator, 
Dave Webster, to look into grandpa’s 
death. Teresa wonders why. Does he 
know something no one else knows? 
Too many things don’t add up, and 
as time goes by, Teresa and Dave are 
thrown together and begin to fi nd out 

what secrets Owl Point conceals. The climax is ex-
citing, with the stranger in the woods playing a big 
part. Will the Goya painting show up? You never 
know!

Family dynamics are always intriguing, and 
long-hidden secrets most always fi nd their way to 
the surface. It can mend some old grudges or break 
some relationships forever. Goya’s painting is the 
dark matter at the center of the Morse family rela-
tionships, perhaps fulfi lling its ancient curse. Even 
the cover of the book will scare you enough to make 
you drop it instantly or intrigue you enough to start 
reading. Either way, it has a lot to offer.

A different read, indeed.
Publishers Weekly: “[A] taut psychological thrill-

er... This dark, supernaturally tinged tale ends on 
an unexpectedly hopeful note.”

Library Journal: “A quick and chilling read for 
fans of B.A. Shapiro, Noah Charney and Iain Pears.”

Toronto Star: “Get ready for a thrilling ride 
through the worlds of the unhappy rich, whose ac-
quisitions can prove very dangerous indeed.”

Olson is also the author of The Icon and a play, 
Dealers. He works in the publishing industry and 
lives in New York City. Website: NeilOlsonAuthor.com

Till next time, happy reading!
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LONG BEACH REALTY

www.longbeachrealty.net
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