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A Message of Courage and Hope
by Edmund Lawler

Victor Vargas addresses Michigan City High School students in October during a student-led bullying/suicide/school shooting assembly. Photo provided

Victor Vargas can convincingly rap about the 
agony of being bullied — the taunts, the threats, a 
loaded gun to his head — and its nightmarish con-
sequences, including depression, suicidal thoughts, 
self-infl icted cutting and a constant sense of fear 
that gnawed at his soul.

Sadly, the 26-year-old Vargas experienced all of 
that fi rsthand over a dozen years growing up in 
LaPorte. Yet he doesn’t rap about humiliation, but 
about hope:

That trouble does not last forever.
That you are not alone.
That someone loves you.
It is an inspirational message he’s delivered to 

spellbound audiences at Michigan City High School 
and Berrien County Juvenile Center.

“You could have heard a pin drop when he spoke 
to the students,” says Betty Hoeffner, president and 
co-founder of Hey U.G.L.Y. (Unique, Gifted, Lov-
able, You), a national nonprofi t that combats bully-
ing and youth suicide. “Victor and his experiences 
are real. And for kids, that will cut through every-
thing.”

Vargas packed his unsettling experiences as a 
victim and a perpetrator of bullying into a new 100-
page book, Almost Bullied to Death. Now an auto 
mechanic and the father of three, he is a small, wiry, 
athletic man. But it wasn’t his physical stature that 
made him vulnerable to the bullies’ abuse.

Speaking at the kitchen table in his LaPorte 
home, Vargas believes it had more to do with being 

Continued on Page 2
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caught between two worlds. He was born in western 
Illinois to parents who’d emigrated from the state 
of Michoacán in western Mexico. The family later 
relocated to LaPorte.

As he writes in his book, his Mexican classmates 
would say, “O no nacistes en Mexico? (Oh, you 
weren’t born in Mexico?) Tu eres un gringo!” (You 
are a gringo). And to some of his Anglo classmates, 
he was derisively known as “brown boy” or “beaner.” 
In addition, he was quiet, artistic, slightly different. 
And vulnerable.

He tried to escape from it all through music as 
he laid the groundwork for becoming a rapper. But 
that didn’t always work, especially on a day in 
middle school when he and his friends were play-
ing baseball in a backyard. That’s when a gang of 
older teens — brothers and cousins — suddenly ap-
peared. Recognizing trouble, his friends scattered, 
but Vargas wasn’t quick enough.

A Message... Continued from Page 1

Betty Hoeffner inspired Victor to write his 100-page book, 
Almost Bullied to Death.

More About Vargas
To contact Victor Vargas for a speaking engage-
ment and musical performance, visit the Hey 

U.G.L.Y. website (heyugly.org) or call (219) 814-
4224. His book is available at amazon.com.

One of the older teens approached Vargas and 
pressed a gun to his head: “You are dead, (exple-
tive deleted).” Vargas was terrifi ed. But instead of 
executing Vargas, the gang member fi red the gun 
into the dirt, two inches from his left foot. Everyone 
fl ed, but the trauma of that moment haunts him to 
this day.

The bullying Vargas experienced from elementa-
ry school to high school never rose to that same lev-
el of menace, but it could be relentless: being kicked 
so hard it left a charley horse, his head pushed into 
bricks or the simple fear of what’s next. He was con-
vinced he’d never live to see 16. He was depressed, 
so desperate he entertained thoughts of suicide. To 
relieve tension, he began cutting his wrists with ra-
zor blades. The fl ow of blood created a temporary 
sense of relief.

He hid his self-infl icted wounds from his parents 
and teachers by wearing wristbands and long-sleeve 
shirts. By seventh grade, he’d had enough.

“As crazy as it seemed, I would join a gang to pro-
tect me from beatings,” he writes in his book. “But 
I would receive beatings from the gang if I didn’t 
obey their rules. It didn’t bother me because I had 
a sense of family, someone who cared and watched 
over me outside of home, which to me was more im-
portant.”

The tables had turned.
“Putting fear into people, like they did to me, 

made me feel good, like I was in control,” Vargas 
writes in his book. He adopted the gang’s colors, in-
timidated students, even became a recruiter by sell-
ing potential new members on the value of strength 
in numbers.

Ironically, he says he never felt alienated from his 
real family. He loved his parents, Porfi rio and Cruz, 
so much so he chose not to seek their help, fearing 
they’d be devastated to learn of what he’d endured.

“My parents came to the United States so their 
children could have a better life,” says Vargas, who 
has a younger sister and brother. “They had to give 
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up their culture. They would have been very upset 
to learn about what their child was going through.”

Gang life for Vargas was relatively short-lived. It 
began to unravel when one of the members smug-
gled a gun into school and it was discovered in a 
locker. Under threat of serious consequences, the 
student shared names of fellow gang members. 
With the gang disintegrated, Vargas essentially lost 
his protection. But the atmosphere was calmer and 
threats had diminished.

His life took a sharp turn for the better once he 
reached LaPorte High School. It was there in ninth 
grade when he attended an anti-bullying/anti-rac-
ism workshop led by Betty Hoeffner of Hey U.G.L.Y. 
Vargas was selected to be one of the presenters at a 
school assembly, and he was invited to be a guest 
disc jockey on the organization’s “Choose to Change” 
radio show. He was among the students interviewed 
about bullying by producers for “Nick News,” the 
Nickelodeon show hosted by Linda Ellerbee, who 
also was an NBC News correspondent.

Victor was among the students interviewed about bullying by producers 
for “Nick News,” the Nickelodeon show hosted by Linda Ellerbee.

It was about that time a youth advocate for Pur-
due University-North Central (now Purdue North-
west) told students from low-income families about 
scholarship opportunities at the university or other 
Indiana colleges. The students participated in a 
community service project and did it so well, they 
won a trip to New York City and met celebrities like 
Queen Latifah.

Life wasn’t perfect for Vargas in high school, 
where some students remembered him for his gang 
affi liation. But for the fi rst time in his life, he could 
envision a future. Despite the possibility of a college 
scholarship, Vargas didn’t think he could handle the 
stress of four more years of school. Instead, he opted 
for a trade, a career path he discovered in an auto-
motive shop class in high school.

After graduating, Vargas was eager for a change 
of scenery. He bid a bittersweet farewell to his fam-

Continued on Page 4
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Happy Holidays from GQ Tops!
The Premier GRANITE & QUARTZ Showroom

in Northwest Indiana!

Hours:
 Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday  &  Friday 

8:30 am to 5 pm
Thursdays 10 am to 7 pm 
Saturdays 9 am to 3 pm
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ily and moved to eastern Pennsylvania with his 
girlfriend. Vargas enrolled in a one-year program at 
a trade school where he learned custom car resto-
ration and painting. Shortly after, he and his girl-
friend married, returned to the LaPorte area and 
welcomed three children. The couple has since di-
vorced.

Along the way, Vargas never lost his love of music. 
He adopted the rap persona Lil Sylnc (pronounced 
silence). The name, he explains, speaks to his quiet 
nature as an outcast.

“I kept quiet for a large part 
of my life, but now I’m fi nally 
talking about certain things,” 
says Vargas, who wears a gold 
cross and wooden rosary around 
his neck. His left forearm is 
emblazoned with the names of 
his children. His right forearm 
bears the word “Alive” to create 
awareness for suicide preven-
tion.

He began producing his own 
rap music, and in 2015 per-
formed some of it on Hoeffner’s 
radio show. And for the fi rst 
time, he shared in detail with 
her how mercilessly he’d been 
bullied.

“When I heard the story about 
the gun being put to his head, I 
realized he had never told any-
one about that before,” Hoeffner 
says. “I said, ‘You could use a 
hug right now.’ We both broke 
down at that point.”

As she learned more about 
Vargas’ life, Hoeffner encour-
aged him to reach out to people 
who had harmed him and tell them they’re forgiven. 
Likewise, she asked him to contact people he had 

harmed and ask for their forgiveness. The cathartic 
exercise went well, and Vargas believes he’s fi nally 
emptied his backpack of those troubling experienc-
es of his youth.

Hoeffner had another bit of advice for Vargas.
“I told him he should write a book about his ex-

perience because it would help so many parents and 
students,” says Hoeffner, who assisted him with the 
book that Vargas didn’t think he could write. But by 
2018, he was ready to take up Hoeffner’s challenge. 

“I tried to sit and concentrate,” he says. “There 
would be weeks when I didn’t know what to write, 
even though it was about my own life. At times, the 

pain would come through all 
over again. I was afraid to put 
my life out there. What is so im-
portant about me that my story 
could help someone?”

If there’s one thing he’d like 
young people being bullied to 
know, it’s this: “Never retaliate 
because when you do, you make 
a situation a lot worse. Instead, 
don’t show them you’re afraid. 
Just walk away, and don’t insult 
them because that only pours 
gasoline on the fi re. It’s a very 
hard thing for a student to do.”

The book has been of enor-
mous personal benefi t for Var-
gas.

“It forced me to think about 
my life and what I had been 
though and made me realize 
what my purpose in this life 
is,” he said. “I believe the book 
can be a huge help to kids who 
can see that if someone like me 
could go through so much, then 
they can too. God has put me 
through a diffi cult journey. But 
if I hadn’t gone through that pit 

of fi re, I would never be in a position to help a lot of 
parents and teenagers.”

A Message... Continued from Page 3

Victor is photographed with his book, Almost Bullied to 
Death, by The Beacher’s Paul Kemiel.
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219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com 219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com annannnnnnanaannnanna dddddddddddddddddddddd rrrererrrr ceive a bonus $20 gift card!
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day delivery 
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6 MONTHS 
SAME AS CASH
FINANCING 
 AND 90 DAY 
  LAY-AWAY 
AVAILABLE!

• Table, bar 
and counter 
height dining 
sets
• Chairs and 
stools
• Extension 
tables
• Storage 
and serving 
pieces

STYLES THAT SUIT YOU NATURALLY

VISIT US ONLINE! www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com

MORE THAN JUST A 
FURNITURE STORE!

 dining
 in style

http://www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com
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“The Report” Takes a Riveting Look at Exposing CIA Practices
by Andrew Tallackson

“The Report” is the equivalent of hard-hitting in-
vestigative journalism: persistent, balanced, relent-
less, bereft of cheap sentiment.

The centerpiece of Scott Z. Burns’ riveting fi lm, 
now streaming through Amazon Prime, is Daniel J. 
Jones, an investigator with U.S. Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein who was tasked with a small crew, through 
the Senate Intelligence Committee, to investigate 
the CIA’s post-9/11 interrogation methods.

I won’t delve into the politics of the fi lm. Suffi ce 
it to say, both sides have their say. 
What I want to address is how the 
fi lm powerfully conveys the pursuit 
of truth, and why the release of such 
information to the public is essential 
to our growth as a people.

This is Burns’ fi rst feature fi lm as 
director, having largely written stur-
dy scripts for Oscar-winner Steven 
Soderbergh, including “The Infor-
mant,” “Contagion,” “Side Effects” 
and this year’s “The Laundromat.” 
With “The Report,” he juggles a stag-
gering amount of individuals and in-
formation, and what is astonishing 
is how the fi lm is so masterfully told, 
there is no confusion, no disconnect 
between what is transpiring and 
how we digest it.

We spend time not just with 
Jones and Feinstein, but those on 
the front lines, from the contractors 
who introduce the various means of 
interrogation to key CIA offi cials. 
But the most fascinating element is 
the brittle dynamic between Jones 
and Feinstein. As played by Adam Driver (“Black-
Kklansman”), Jones feverishly lives and breathes 
his investigation. You could say it seeps out of his 
pores. There is no trace of the individual — we are 
not privy to his private life — just a man consumed 
by his pursuits. And there is a price. He loses a key 
team member who realizes she’s missing precious 
family time with her children. Feinstein is played 
with increasing persuasiveness by Annette Ben-
ing (“American Beauty”). As Jones’ probe advances, 
coupled with CIA and White House efforts to halt 
it, each new update unleashes a ripple effect across 
Bening’s face. You can see Feinstein processing the 
information, then weighing the politics of her next 
move. It is subtle work, maybe too subtle for Oscar 
voters who like splashier turns from their support-
ing performers.

That is a shame, because Driver and Bening are 
quite good here. So is the screenplay by Burns. The 
last half of “The Report” recreates key testimonies 

in astonishing detail. A confrontation, in fact, be-
tween Sen. Mark Udall (Scott Shepherd) and the 
CIA’s Caroline Krass (Jennifer Morrison) is lifted 
almost entirely from the offi cial transcript.

What elevates “The Report” to greatness is its 
sense of perspective, never more so than at the end 
as Feinstein delivers her remarks on the report’s 
500-page summary to the Senate.

Bening’s Feinstein is a portrait of restrained sim-
plicity here. The importance of the report, she tells 

★ ★ ★ ★
“The Report”

Running time: 119 minutes. Rated R for some scenes 

of inhumane treatment and torture, and language

her colleagues, as she did in 2014, is that “it can and 
does say to our people, and the world, that America 
is big enough to admit when it’s wrong and confi dent 
enough to learn from its mistakes. Releasing this re-
port is an important step to restore our values and 
show the world that we are in fact a just and lawful 
society.”

Something happened during that scene that rare-
ly happens in political thrillers. I choked up, deeply 
moved. “The Report” ultimately is not about poli-
tics or political parties. It is about how history will 
judge us, and how we choose to be a willing partici-
pant in that process.

“The Report” is one of the year’s best fi lms.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Annette Bening and Adam Driver star in “The Report.”

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Emotional “Marriage Story” is the Year’s Smartest, Best-Acted Film
by Andrew Tallackson

Noah Baumbach’s “Marriage Story” opens with 
a husband and wife openly discussing what they 
admire about each other. Strengths. Flaws. Subtle 
idiosyncracies only spouses notice.

With Randy Newman’s fanciful score punctuat-
ing the exchange, this could be the start to any wist-
ful rom-com. Turns out, it is the 
early stages of divorce proceed-
ings, therapy of sorts to remind 
the couple ending their mar-
riage of what drew them to each 
other in the fi rst place.

The husband and wife are 
played by Adam Driver and 
Scarlett Johansson. Ten or 15 
years ago, a fi lm like this might 
never have been made, the Hol-
lywood theory being, audiences 
don’t pay money to see pretty 
people fi ght. Too depressing. If 
we live in a world where Adam 
Driver and Scarlett Johans-
son grow tired of sex with each 
other, what hope is there for the 
rest of us?

All joking aside, “Marriage 
Story,” now streaming on Net-
fl ix, turns out to be the year’s 
smartest movie. Baumbach (“The Squid and the 
Whale,” “While We’re Young”) runs hot and cold for 
me, but this is his best work, a blistering look at 
human frailty. It unleashes career bests by Johans-
son and Driver, and equally phenomenal turns by 
Laura Dern, Alan Alda and Ray Liotta.

In the movie, Charlie and Nicole Barber (Driver 
and Johansson) once found common ground through 
the theater, he directing her in acclaimed shows in 
New York. She grew up on the West Coast, had a 
hit movie years before and over time realized New 
York, despite Charlie’s career and their adorable 
son, Henry (Azhy Robertson), was not for her.

In the fi lm’s most powerful moment, Nicole spills 
out the steady derailment of her marriage to her at-
torney, and the writing is unfl inchingly honest, as is 
Johansson, who hasn’t been this fearless in years. 
Baumbach’s camera stays on Johansson. No edit-
ing. He follows her, tremulous, as she paces back 
and forth, admitting she felt suffocated by the mar-
riage, that her dreams were Charlie’s dreams, that 
she’d lost her sense of identity.

It helps, too, that the attorney, Ruth, is played by 
Laura Dern. When the actress is in full “Big Little 
Lies” Renata mode, there is nothing better, for my 
money. It’s like watching a tiger that delights in eat-
ing its young.

Dern isn’t the only scene-stealer. Charlie goes 

through two attorneys, fi rst a near-retiree played 
by Alda with hilariously weary wisdom, then Liot-
ta as if he’s still in go-for-the-jugular “Goodfellas” 
mode.

These three fuel plenty of lively moments in 
“Marriage Story,” but the fi lm enters a dark arena 

as Charlie and Nicole are forced to admit bitter 
truths. Love is present in the marriage, true, but 
sometimes, it’s not enough. When husband and wife 
aren’t on the same page, when their wants and de-
sires aren’t in sync, the relationship can only sput-
ter until total collapse.

That moment arrives in an epic confrontation 
between Nicole and Charlie where all the bile be-
tween the two comes out. Driver and Johansson 
are raw, explosive, venomous in ways fi lms rarely 
depict husband and wife. Maybe that’s why the en-
suing scenes feel a tad anti-climactic, although the 
coda is appropriately affecting.

Many couples, I suspect, even happily married 
ones, will recognize bits and pieces of themselves 
in Nicole and Charlie. Baumbach’s script knows the 
ebbs and fl ows of a marriage, how husbands and 
wives listen, or fail to listen, to each other. Driver, 
Johansson, Baumbach — everyone — invests so 
much of themselves into “Marriage Story.” That 
passions shows in nearly every frame. They’re giv-
ing you their all.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

★ ★ ★ ★
“Marriage Story”

Running time: 136 minutes. Rated R for 

language throughout and sexual references

Scarlett Johansson and Adam Driver, along with Azhy Robertson, star in “Marriage Story.”

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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More than 1,200 vocalists and instrumentalists 
will kick off the holiday season during Michigan 
City Area Schools’ “One City, One Sound” concert at 
7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 12, in the Michigan City High 
School gymnasium.

Admission is free; however, those attending are 
encouraged to 
take a canned 
good/non-perish-
able food item 
for The Salvation 
Army, with mon-
etary donations 
also accepted.

This year’s pro-
gram will feature:
• 470 voices in a 

choir of fi fth- 
and sixth grad-
ers from all 
eight Michigan 
City  elementa-
ry schools.

• 170 voices in a 
chorus of stu-
dents from Bar-
ker and Krueger 
middle schools.

• 110 voices in the 
Michigan City 
High School Be-
ginning Boys & Girls Choir, Concert Choir, Treble 
Chorale and City Singers.

• 450 instrumentalists (grades 6-12) playing in 
MCAS elementary, middle and high school con-
cert and jazz bands.
Each group will perform individually, and the 

opening and closing numbers involve all bands and 
choruses in “The Chipmunk Song” and Handel’s 
“Hallelujah Chorus.” Other numbers will include 
“Sleigh Bells,” “The Polar Express,” “Here Comes 
Santa Claus” and “Sing We Noel.” Music teach-
ers from throughout MCAS will lead their groups; 

the combined 
numbers will 
be directed by 
MCHS Choral 
Director Mi-
chelle Howisen 
and band direc-
tor Frank Gast.

Howisen said 
this year’s con-
cert will feature 
120 more stu-
dents than last 
year’s event, 
and a high 
school jazz band 
will perform for 
the fi rst time 
in a number of 
years. 

The concert 
will be broad-
cast live on the 
MCAS YouTube 
Channel and on 

Channel 98 educational TV. It also will air live on 
Michigan City radio station WEFM (95.9 FM).

After the concert, traffi c departing the high 
school on Pahs Road using the east drive will exit 
only to Johnson Road. The west drive will exit only 
to Woodland Avenue.

One City, One Sound to Feature 1,200 Student Performers

Each group performs individually during the concert.

   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304

(219) 926-1551

Open 7 Days a Week til Christmas
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(Formerly Elston Jr. High School) 

 

 
Market 

Two weekends, unless vendors sell out. 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
12:30 pm - 4:00 pm
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

12:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

Tickets

$15 Adults 
$10 Students 

Performances on  
Friday/Saturdays at 7:30 PM  
Sundays 2 PM (CST) 

Office 219.873.2160 
Box Office 219.873.2070

ypt c inc .c om /t ic k et s
For Tickets
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The Redbird and Bluebird Preschool and PreKin-
dergarten classes at Notre Dame Catholic School 
celebrated Thanksgiving with a feast. Students 
learned about Wampanoags and Pilgrims, and what 
life was like for them. The Bluebird class (Pilgrims) 
prepared a meal, while the Redbird class (Wampa-
noags) made popcorn. Thanks to preschool teacher 
Brigid McKee for sharing these photos with us.

Fantastic Feast

NMLS# 586279

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Mary Vrska
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950

HorizonBank.com

G I F T S  -  O R N A M E N T S  -  S T O C K I N G  S T U F F E R S  -  G I F T  C E R T I F I C AT E S  -  C L A S S E S

622 Franklin Street, MCIN

ArtAndScienceWorks.com
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(adj); super cozy
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Owner Kevin Doler
219-879-8525

Taking care of your family has been my 
family’s business for more than 60 years!

© 2019 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Saturday, December 14th

Sunday, December 15th

4061 S. County Line Rd.

Stop in to shop, grab a bite to eat, and

visit our wonderful cats who would love

to have a home for the Holidays!

Refreshments Baked Goods

Cat Toys

ICS T-shirts

Raffles Crafts

Donations of Friskies Pate, Fancy Feast Classic, Dry Cat Food

and Cat Toys would be greatly appreciated!

219-785-4936
shelter@catsociety.org
www.catsociety.org

Holiday
Open House

10 am to 4 pm

and Cat T

1 pm to 4 pm

Westville, IN 46391

mailto:shelter@catsociety.org
http://www.catsociety.org
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3rd Location

NOW OPEN
in Michigan City

(219) 221-6958
4319 S. Franklin Street

Michigan City, IN 46360
Hours: M-Th 10-5:30 | F 10-5

Specializing in...  

Pain Management • Sexual Dysfunction

Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
Replenishing and balancing hormones reinfuses 

health and youthfulness into the aging process.

Is CBD Right For You?
Why would anyone buy a medication or OTC product 

anywhere other than a pharmacy? CBD is very much a 

product that poses questions that should be asked and 

answered. Our pharmacists and pharmacy staff feel as 

though we are better suited to answer those questions 

concerning their health as well as medication interactions. 

That’s the main difference to consider before you buy CBD 

anywhere. We also send ours to an independent lab for 

testing. I want to know what I’m selling to the public is the exact concentration that is in our 

bottles. Check with any other retailer and ask to see their lab testing besides from the company 

of which they purchased their product. If you look on any website concerning the vast array of 

CBD oils you will see that our CBD MD is #1 in value (pricing) and number #2 in efficacy which 

speaks volumes when you see how many products are available.

20% OFF
FOR UP TO 3 CBD PRODUCTS

Valid at Custom Dosing Pharmacy

Michigan City location only.

Offer expires July 31, 2019. 

Must present coupon. One time use only. $26
300mg

$55
750mg

$65
1000mg

$85
1500mg

0% THC
Guaranteed

10% OFF
1 CBD Product

Valid at Custom Dosing Pharmacy
Michigan City location only.
Offer expires August 16, 2019.

Must present coupon. One time use only.

Up to 3 CBD Products

Offer expires December 31, 2019
$24

300 mg
$56

750mg
$60

1000 mg
$80

1500 mg

UMC Cookie Walk
The United Methodist Women will host their an-

nual Cookie Walk from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Dec. 14, at First United Methodist Church, 121 E. 
Seventh St.

The cost for cookies is $8 a pound. Stocking 
stuffers also will be sold, and free coffee and hot 
chocolate will be served.

Fernwood Botanical Garden
The following programs are through Fernwood 

Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988 
Range Line Road, Niles, Mich.:

• Wine and Wreaths from 3 to 5 or 6 to 8 p.m. 
EST Friday, Dec. 13.

Participants create a custom 20-inch round 
wreath with help from Fernwood instructors. Wine 
and appetizers are included. Reservations can be 
made for block parties of six or more. The cost is 
$48 per person.

• Breakfast with Santa at 9 and 11 a.m. EST 
Saturday, Dec. 14.

Visit Santa, enjoy a holiday breakfast, make a 
craft with one of Santa’s helpers, view the trains in 
the conservatory and listen to an interactive holiday 
music. The breakfast fi lls quickly, so reservations 
are encouraged. The cost is: adults, $15.95; children 
6-12, $9.95; and children 5 and younger, free.

• Art + Canvas from 1 to 4 p.m. EST Sunday, 
Dec. 15.

Instructor Julie Nitz of JLN Studio will show how 
to create a winter scene on 12x12 stretched canvas. 
Refreshments in Fernwood’s Education Center are 
planned. The cost is $60 per project (members cost 
$48).

Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

Community Chorus Concert

The Michigan City Community Chorus will present its free annual Holiday Concert, directed by Lee Meyer, at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, in the 
Community Room at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring Ave. The program includes Advent hymns, carols and religious and popular 

Christmas selections. Refreshments will be served. A free-will donation will be accepted.

http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
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Michigan City Public Library
The following programs are available at 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.:
• Pokemon Go Community Day from 11 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 14-15.

Call Jonathan at (219) 873-3045 for more infor-
mation.

• Tinkercad at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17, in 
the Makerspace.

Registration is required for the program that in-
volves Tinkercad, a free online collection of software 
tools. This session, for children 10-18, serves as an 
introduction to 3-D design, art and printing. No ex-
perience is necessary. All registered participants re-
ceive a 3-D print of his/her creations. Register at the 
Youth Services desk or call (219) 873-3045 for more 
info. Space is limited. MCPL 3-D printing rules ap-
ply, and the printing fee is waived for this program.

• Makerspace: open lab hours from 3:30 to 
5:30 p.m. Thursdays.

Youth ages 6-18 can create with LEGO WeDo, 
Micro Bits, paper circuits and Ozobots. Children 12 
and younger must have a parent or guardian attend 
with them.

• Library food and mitten drive.

The library will collect mittens, gloves, hats and 
scarves during the holidays to decorate its holiday 
tree. Donations will be sent to The Salvation Army. 
Also, the library is collecting non-perishable food 
items for the local food pantry. A box is near the cir-
culation desk through Jan. 3.

• Learning Center Volunteers Needed.

The Learning Center needs volunteer tutors for 
children and adults. Students need assistance in: 
reading, math, high school equivalency and English 
as a Second Language. All supplies and training are 
provided. All that’s required are two hours a week. 
Contact Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or 
stop by the center for more information.

❑

Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 for more 
information on library programming.

LOOKING FOR A 
HOLIDAY SPECIAL?

Any 3 rooms for $120
• 50% off upholstery 

cleanings
• Tile and grout cleaning — 

buy one room, 
get one room free.

(219) 878-3227

DDunelandd Beachh Innn 
Inn · Restaurant · Bar
Casual Fireside Dining 

3311 Pottawattamie Trail ▪ Michigan City IN
www.dunelandbeachinn.com

(800) 423-7729

    Neighborhood Favorites:Neighborhood Favorites:
   Monday: Fresh Lake Perch Dinner $15
   Wednesday: Full Slab Signature Ribs $13
   Thursday: Two Can Dine for $26
   Friday:  Chef’s Features
   Saturday: Prime Rib Dinner $29
    Sunday: The Best Fried Chicken $15

Sunday Breakfast ala carte  Sunday Breakfast ala carte  9 - 12 pm

Benny’s, Omelets, pancakes, waffles, lox, French toast, 
bloody Mary’s, Mimosas, full bar 

Sunday Lunch  Sunday Lunch  12 - 4 pm

Appetizers, Burgers, Soups & Sandwiches, Salads, Fried 
Chicken, Lake Perch

Closed Tuesday

http://www.dunelandbeachinn.com
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Since 1950

1102 Franklin Street • Michigan City • (219) 872-7236 • www.mcinteriorsin.com

Your One-Stop Shop for the Finest Floor & Window Coverings

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

Gift Certifi cates

Specialty Windows?
(Angles, Arches, Circles & Curves)

We’ve Got You Covered!!
Movable / Motorized Options 

Available

NEW HOURS
Thur.-Sat.

9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

A local organization and individual were honored 
at the Polish American Congress Indiana Division’s 
22nd Annual Heritage Awards Banquet at Inns-
brook Country Club in Merrillville.

The Polish Heritage Association of Michigan City, 
founded by Mark Kolasa and the late George Neagu 
in 2011, received the Heritage Award. PHA mem-
bers at the banquet were Mark Kolasa, Amanda 
Kolasa, Theresa Child, Janusz Duzinkiewicz, Dan 
Krsak, Diann Gonsorek and Jerry Sosinski. 

In 2012, the PHA sponsored the fi rst Polish Heri-
tage Festival at Friendship Botanic Gardens. The 
group also cares for the Polish ethnic garden there 
and recently added two special features. In May 
2018, it hosted a dedication ceremony for a new 
bronze bust sculpture of Ignacy Jan Paderewski 
— the Polish composer, politician and statesman 
for Polish Independence — created by area artist 

Dora Natella. A statue of a white stork was added in 
2017, followed by a “Name the Stork” contest, with 
the moniker “Florek” selected. 

The PHA has sponsored a scholarship essay con-
test to support students pursuing their education 
after high school or at the college level, and to raise 
awareness about Poland, Poles and Polish-Ameri-
cans. Other projects include a cookbook fundraiser 
and making contributions to non-profi t groups.

Also at the banquet, James Pula, professor of his-
tory at Purdue University Northwest, received the 
Distinguished Service Award. 

In 2014, Pula was honored with Poland’s high-
est civilian award — the Offi cer’s Cross of the Or-
der of Merit of the Republic of Poland — from the 
country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Order of 
Merit, signed by the president of Poland, Bronislaw 
Komorowski, goes to those who rendered great ser-
vice to the country through research on the history 
of Poland, promoting the Polish culture and service 
for the Polish diaspora and Poles abroad. 

Pula has written and/or edited a number of publi-
cations, books and articles, among them the “Polish 
American Encyclopedia,” which won the 2012 Os-
kar Halecki Prize for best book on Polish American 
History and Culture. 

Pula also has been featured in interviews in two 
PBS documentaries: “The Fourth Partition,” a 2013 
fi lm about the more than 4 million Polish citizens 
who immigrated to the United States and Chicago 
between 1870 and 1920, and “Kosciuszko: A Man 
Ahead of His Time,” a 2015 fi lm based on the book 
“The Peasant Prince: Thaddeus Kosciuszko and the 
Age of Revolution.”

Local Group, Individual Honored at Polish American Congress Banquet

Pictured are (from left) Steve Tokarski of the Polish American Congress Indiana Division with the 2019 Heritage Awards Banquet recipients: East Chi-
cago Mayor Anthony Copeland (Civic Award); Paul Pawlowski of the PRCUA District 9 (Fraternal Award); James Pula of Purdue University Northwest’s 

Westville campus (Distinguished Service Award); Mark Kolasa, Polish Heritage Association of Michigan City president (Heritage Award), and Frank 
Spula, Polish American Congress president.

http://www.mcinteriorsin.com
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

Let us help make 
your new house... 
your new Home!!!

MATERIAL / PRODUCT SELECTION
Kitchen & Bath Cabinets

Counter Tops

Custom Closets

Carpeting

Ceramic Tile

Waterproof Flooring

Wood Flooring

Window Blinds

Plantation Shutters

Complete Pro Hardware Store 

CONTRACTOR SERVICES FROM 
DUNELAND HOME REMODELING

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling

Flooring Installation

Interior/Exterior Painting

Roofi ng/Siding/Window Installation & Sales

Room Additions 

Deck Building/Screen Porches

Deck Refi nishing/Power Washing 

Handyman Services

And More... 

GET GREAT PRO SERVICE … AT A GREAT PRO PRICE... 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
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Walk This Way
Dreary skies didn’t stop people from visiting Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 

E. U.S. 12, which hosted its free Turkey Walk and Native American Heritage 
Month event on Thanksgiving day. Visitors could walk off the day’s hearty meal by 
venturing throughout the local attraction, with children having the option to embark 
on a scavenger hunt. Part of the experience included a stop in the Native American 
Heritage Garden for a look at cooking a traditional pumpkin stew over an open fl ame.

All photos by Paul Kemiel
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It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment BoutiqueUpscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYSCLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

FUR: elegant natural fi ber, FUR: elegant natural fi ber, 
treasured for generations, treasured for generations, 

biodegradable.biodegradable.
Faux FUR: chemical based fabric, Faux FUR: chemical based fabric, 

disposable, disposable, 
languishes in landfi ll.languishes in landfi ll.

In the market?In the market?
Look no FURther than Posh!Look no FURther than Posh!

Premium ConsignorsPremium Consignors

Cookie Walk & Bazaar
The 15th annual Cookie Walk & Bazaar is from 9 

to 11:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 14, at St. Luke United 

Lutheran Church, 2000 E. Coolspring Ave.

Indiana Dunes National Park
The following programs are planned:

• Holiday Traditions/Swedish Breakfast 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14, at 
Dunes Learning Center and Chellberg Farm.

The program starts with a Swedish pancake 
breakfast from 10 a.m. to noon at the center, 700 
Howe Road, then heads to Chellberg Farm from 
noon to 3 p.m. to learn about the region’s cultur-
al history. The farm is located off Mineral Springs 
Road between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter.

For those planning to attend the breakfast, the 
cost is $14.95 for adults, $9.95 for children 3-12 and 
free for toddlers 0-2. Breakfast is served in two seat-
ing areas: 10 and 11 a.m.

• A ranger will lead a two-hour tour in one 
of the park’s 16-passenger buses at 1 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 15.

The tour meets at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center. 
After a brief introduction, participants board for the 
tour, which is free, but reservations are required by 
calling (219) 395-1882.

• Miller Woods Hike from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15, at Paul H. Douglas Center.

The ranger-led stroll explores a rare black oak 
savanna, and offers views of Lake Michigan and 
Chicago.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 for more information.

❑

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs are offered:

• Critter Dinner from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 14.

Meet at the Nature Center to view reptiles and 
amphibians eat breakfast.

• FUR-tastic Show N’ Tell from 2 to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14.

Stop by the Nature Center for a look at some 
mammals of the dunes and their fur adaptations.

• Morning Bird Walk from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15.

Meet at the Nature Center to begin an easy stroll 
looking for different bird species and other wildlife. 
Take binoculars or borrow a pair from the park.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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Old Lighthouse Museum
Old Lighthouse Museum in Washington Park will 

be open from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
Dec. 14-15 and 21-22.

Admission is $5 for 14 and older and $2 for grade-
school children. Call (219) 872-6133 for details.

The Store

Open: Mon. – Sat. (CST) 10am-4pm
We buy/sell Lionel

CELEBRATE WITH A
COMMEMORATIVE BENCH

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
INFO@FRIENDSHIPGARDENS.ORG

OR CALL US AT 219-878-9885

Christmas Behind the Scenes Tour
A Christmas Behind the Scenes Tour, which of-

fers a look at typically off-limit spaces, is at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15, at Barker Mansion, 631 Washing-
ton St.

Led by Assistant Director T.J. Kalin, the tour ven-
tures into the base-
ment, where an old 
electrical panel, 
laundry room and 
summer kitchen 
can be found. Also 
included is a look 
at former servant’s 
quarters, archives, 
storage areas and 
rooms typically 
roped off. Adding 
to the experience 
are 11 Christmas 
trees throughout 
the home.

Kalin will share 
tales of Victorian 
Christmas tradi-
tions the Barkers 
may have enjoyed, 
and guests will 
see areas where 
Christmas ornaments and décor are stored.

The cost is $15 per adult and $10 per youth 15 
and younger. Reservations are required by calling 
(219) 873-1520 or searching “Barker Mansion” on 
Eventbrite.com. Visit www.barkermansion.com for 
more details.

Three Graces at Christmas 
in Barker Mansion.

mailto:INFO@FRIENDSHIPGARDENS.ORG
http://www.barkermansion.com
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219.879.9140
312.343.9143

Cookies With Santa
Cookies With Santa, hosted by City of LaPorte 

Park and Recreation Department, is from 1 to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14, at Cummings Lodge, 250 
Pine Lake Ave., LaPorte.

The event, which costs $5 per child, includes 
crafts, cookies, punch, a special mailbox to send 
wish lists and a visit from Santa. Pre-registration 
is required at the park offi ce, 250 Pine Lake Ave., or 
by calling (219) 326-9600.

Westchester Public Library
The following programs are available:

• NorthShore Health Center free blood-pres-
sure screenings from 10 a.m.-noon Thursday, 
Dec. 12, at Hageman Library, 100 Francis St., 
Porter.

Interested patrons also can receive help calculat-
ing Body Mass Index.

• Inquiring Minds: Keep It or Gift It Holiday 
Crafts from 1 to 2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 12, at 
Hageman Library.

Create holiday crafts to keep, gift or donate to 
residents at Addison Point. Registration is required 
by calling (219) 926-9080 or stop by the library.

• Jingle Bell Jamboree: “Frozen II” from 4 
to 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, at Hageman Library.

Children ages 2-7 can listen to a holiday story, 
sing holiday songs and participate in winter-themed 
activities. A photo booth is planned. 

• Kids Improv from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 13, in the Thomas Branch Bertha Wood 
Meeting Room, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

The improvisational games are aimed at youth 
8-12. No registration is required.

• Knitting Together from 1 to 5 p.m. Sundays, 
Dec. 15 and 29, at Westchester Township His-
tory Museum, 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.

Area knitters, and those who crochet or do nee-
dlework, are invited.

• Maker Mondays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 16, in the Thomas Library upstairs 
IT classroom.

Local software engineer Adam Johnson will lead 
a hands-on program, appropriate for patrons 12 and 
older, about Arduino circuit devices. Registration is 
required by calling (219) 926-7696.

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Does your business need expert IT
solutions and support?

Let’s have a conversation
219-202-5375

www.GLPIT.com

HORIZON
AWNING

www.horizon-awning.com
2227 E. US 12, Michigan City

Canvas Awnings
Screen Porch Shades

Canvas Repairs
Call for free design & estimate

219-872-2329
800-513-2940

Books | Art | Antiques

T h e  B o o k w o r m
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ccasuall neighborhoodd gatheringg place 

Amazing Breakfast & Lunch Sandwiches!!!!!
BBillie’ss Benedictt ** Dunebillie’ss Breakfastt Wrapp 

 WWake--nn--BBaconn ** Biscuitss andd Gravy 

RRaytownn Reubenn ** Chickenn Baconn Ranch 

TTunaa Meltt ** Turkeyy Cheddarr Wrapp ** 

TThreee Cheesee Tomatoo && Baconn **  

…….Justt too namee aa few! 

201 Center Street Sheridan Beach IN

219-809-6592

Open Tue-Sun 8 am - 2 pm
Closed Mon

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Harbor Country Singers
Harbor Country Singers will present Christmas 

concerts this month at churches in Harbert and 
Three Oaks, Mich.

The fi rst concert is at 7 p.m. EST Saturday, Dec. 
14, at Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 14280 Red 
Arrow Highway, Harbert. The second is at 7 p.m. 
EST Friday, Dec. 20, at St. John’s Church, 10 W. 
Ash St., Three Oaks. The concert theme is “Christ-
mas Collage.” In addition to choral music, the pro-
grams include dance, children’s performances and 
instrumental music.

Both concerts are free, with donations accepted.

Harbor Country Singers performs during a previous Christmas concert.
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING

(219) 363-9367 
4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

10 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window film

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window film.  
All Films Reduce 99% UV

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Zoo Celebrates Attendance Record
Washington Park Zoo set a new attendance re-

cord in 2019 with 103,123 visitors, up from the 2017 
all-time record of 100,122. 

Many attendees came from Michigan City; howev-
er, about 88 percent were from out of town, their im-
pact on the local economy estimated at $7,734,225.

This year marked the zoo’s 91st season. Zoo of-
fi cials believe the increased attendance is attrib-
uted to community awareness, and plans for future 
growth and continued enhancement. In a press 
release, Zoo Director Jamie Huss said renovation 
plans are in the works to hopefully expand the Afri-
can Lion and Bengal Tiger habitats in 2020.

During the past year, the local attraction earned  
its re-accreditation through the Zoological Asso-
ciation of America. The zoo underwent a thorough 
review to ensure it has, and will, meet standards 
in categories that include animal care and welfare, 
veterinary programs, conservation, education and 
safety. The zoo has been continuously accredited by 
the ZAA since 2004.

Gingerbread House Contest
Professionals and amateurs have until Saturday, 

Dec. 14, to submit creations for the 2019 Ginger-
bread House Contest at LaPorte County Historical 
Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., LaPorte.

Entries can be houses or any other structure. No 
gingerbread kits are allowed, nor Styrofoam and 
other support materials. All components except for 
the display must be edible. Edible options include 
any food item that does not need to be cooked. All 
wrappers and sticks must be removed from all can-
dy and other decorations.

Entries must be on an 18x18 wood base and no 
taller than 24”. No decorations should be placed 
on the sides of the base. Entries must have been 
constructed this year. A 3x5 card with the entrant’s 
name, address, telephone number and email ad-
dress must be attached to the underside of the base. 

A completed entry form, available at the muse-
um, must be dropped off at the same time as the 
gingerbread house. Judging will be completed Dec. 
21. Entries remain on display through Jan. 4 and 
must be picked up no later than 4:30 p.m. Jan. 7. All 
entries not picked up will be discarded.

Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 6:30 PM EST

Saturday  9:00 AM – 5:00 PM EST

Sunday 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM EST

(269) 586-3748  •  219 W. Madison Ave, New Buffalo, MI  •  www.redmanandcompanydogdaycare.com
redmandogcare@outlook.com

Separate play areas for 

large, medium, and small dogs

dogdaycare hours

Overnight boarding available

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:redmandogcare@outlook.com
mailto:4scott2tint@gmail.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.redmanandcompanydogdaycare.com
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

Chesterton Art Center
The following programs are through Chesterton 

Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.:

• The December Cookies and Canvas on Fri-
day, Dec. 13.

Children 3-7 can attend from 5 to 6:30 p.m. and 8 
and older from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The program includes 
an 8x10 snowman-themed, stretched-canvas paint-
ing, as well as cookies and juice.

The cost is $10 per child, or $5 for members. All 
interested students must register and pay no later 
than Thursday, Dec. 12.

• Leona Jurincie will teach a Prismacolor 
Colored Pencil Holiday Night Scene Work-
shop from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14.

Participants of all levels learn how to blend colors 
and apply pencils to the black background.

The cost is $80, with members receiving a $20 
discount. Students take a break for lunch. A supply 
list is provided.

• Life Drawing Open Studio from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 18.

Typically, fully clothed models are used, on rare 
occasion a professional, partially clad or nude 
model. Artists can use any media, including pencil, 
charcoal, pastel or paints. 

The session is an open-studio setting, so each art-
ist should take supplies and clean up after. Orga-
nizer Ivan Chermel can provide some guidance.

The cost is $15, and students must pre-register.

❑

Visit www.chestertonart.com or call (219) 926-
4711 to register or for more details.

Samples of what Cookies and Canvas participants will recreate.

Finest Coffees on the Shores of Lake Michigan

• The BEST Breakfast & Lunch Stop.
• Breakfast and Lunch Paninis Served
 on Artisian Breads.
• Seasonal Lattes, Frappes, Cold Brew.
• Best Bulk Coffees in the U.S.A.
• Large Selection of Fair Trade and

Organic Bulk Coffes.

Panini ME buy one Panini  get one 1/2 off
expires 12/31/2019

444 Wabash (corner of 5th & Wabash) Open Daily 6:15 am to 6:00 pm

Michigan City Across from Lighthouse Place (219) 874- 7006

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked 
and Drug Tested

http://www.chestertonart.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
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the Beacher Business Printers

911 Franklin Street

Michigan City, Indiana 46360

219-879-0088 • Fax 219-879-8070

Happy Holidays

Need a Last Minute Gift Idea?

Give a
Personalized 

2020 Gift Calendar

the Beacher Business Printers

911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, Indiana 46360
219-879-0088 • Fax 219-879-8070

$24.95 plus tax

Bring 13 of your favorite 
photos and 

we’ll create a beautiful
full color calendar 

personalized for you.

Order must be received
no later than December 13

for Christmas delivery
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Master Gardener Association Grants
The LaPorte County Master Gardener Associa-

tion will introduce a new Community Grant Pro-
gram in 2020.

Each grant will not exceed $300. The number 
of grants will be at the LPCMGA’s discretion and 
based on available money. They will go to individu-
als or groups for materials in gardening/horticultur-
al volunteer projects that support LaPorte County.

All requests must be in writing using the applica-
tion at www.lpmastergardener.com

Individuals or groups within LaPorte County are 
eligible. Only one application may be submitted per 
project. Two projects per organization may be sub-
mitted for consideration.

Applications must be received no later than 
March 20.

LaPorte County Public Library
The following programs are at the main branch of 

LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave.:
• 3-D Prints for Holiday Fun from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 16.

Participants learn how to use the Delta-style 3-D 
printer to make cookie cutters, holiday decorations 
and custom gifts.

• Maker Mondays from 3 to 5 p.m. Mondays.

Each month highlights a different skill and lab 
equipment. November focuses on 2-D design and 
December on circuits.

• STEAM Sandbox from 3-5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday through Dec. 19.

Students in third grade and older move up 
through levels, earning a certifi cate for each com-
pleted. They work independently and chart their 
progress as they complete hands-on projects that 
include web literacy, fi xer skills, circuitry, game de-
sign and coding.

❑

The library is closed Thursday for Thanksgiving. 
Visit www.laportelibrary.org for more details.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• A.K. Smith Career Center, 817 Lafayette St., 7:45 

a.m.-1:45 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13.
• South Central Junior-Senior High School, 9808 

S. County Road 600 West, Union Mills, 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 13.

• Trinity Lutheran Church, 907 Michigan Ave., La-
Porte, 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17.

• American Signature, 33 Industrial Parkway 
Drive, LaPorte, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 18.
Donors through Dec. 18 receive a $5 Amazon.com 

gift card by email. Donors must be in good general 
health and feeling well, at least 17 (16 with parental 
consent) and weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 
733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org for more details.

Curtis 

Flooring

(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

http://www.lpmastergardener.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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Business
Cards

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
Dec. 12 — Michigan City Area Schools’ “One 

City, One Sound” concert, 7 p.m., Michigan City 
High School gymnasium, 8466 Pahs Road. Salva-
tion Army donations accepted.

Dec. 13 — Jingle Bell Jamboree: “Frozen II,” 4-6 
p.m., Hageman Library, 100 Francis St., Porter.

Dec. 13 — December Cookies and Canvas, Ches-
terton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Times: ages 
3-7/5-6:30 p.m., 8 & older/7-8:30 p.m. Cost: $10/
child, $5/member. Registration: (219) 926-4711.

Dec. 14 — Freebird Lynyrd Skynyrd Tribute, 8 
p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generation Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $30. Reservations: acornlive.org

Dec. 13-15 — “Merry Christmas, George Bailey!,” 
LaPorte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St. Times: 7:30 
p.m. Fri.-Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $15/adults, $12/
students. Info: www.laportelittletheatreclub.com

Dec. 13-16 — Vickers Theatre, 6 N. Elm St., Three 
Oaks, Mich. Now showing: “Parasite.” Rated R. In 
Korean with English subtitles. Times: 6 p.m. Fri.-
Mon. Also: “The Aeronauts.” Rated PG-13. Times: 
9:15 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 3 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Also: Free Hol-
iday Movie: “The Man Who Invented Christmas.” 
Rated PG. Time: 7 p.m. Dec. 12. All times Eastern. 
Info: vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

Dec. 14 — 15th annual Cookie Walk & Bazaar, 
9-11:30 a.m., St. Luke United Lutheran Church, 
2000 E. Coolspring Ave.

Dec. 14 — United Methodist Women annual 
Cookie Walk, 9 a.m.-noon, First United Methodist 
Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Cost: $8/pound.

Dec. 14 — Holiday Traditions/Swedish Breakfast, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Dunes Learning Center/Chellberg 
Farm. Breakfast cost: $14.95/adults, $9.95/children 
3-12, free/toddlers 0-2. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Dec. 14 — Cookies With Santa, 1-3 p.m., Cum-
mings Lodge, 250 Pine Lake Ave., LaPorte. Cost: $5/
child. Registration: (219) 326-9600.

Dec. 14 — Holiday at the Pops, 7 p.m., LaPorte 
Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. Balcony tickets: 
adult/$10, child (12 & younger)/$5. Reservations: 
www.holidaypopslaporte.org/buy-tickets/

Dec. 14-15 — Pokemon Go Community Day, 11 
a.m.-2 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 14-15 — Holiday open house, Independent 
Cat Society, 4061 S. County Line Road, Westville. 
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 14/1-4 p.m. Dec. 15. Info: 
(219) 785-4936, www.catsociety.org

Dec. 14-15, 21-22 — Old Lighthouse Museum in 
Washington Park, noon-3 p.m. Admission: $5/14 & 
older, $2/grade-school children. Info: (219) 872-6133.

Dec. 15 — Morning Bird Walk, 10-11:30 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 15 — Michigan City Community Chorus

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
http://www.holidaypopslaporte.org/buy-tickets/
http://www.catsociety.org
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free annual Holiday Concert, 2 p.m., Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring Ave. Free-will 
donation.

Dec. 15 — Christmas Behind the Scenes Tour,  7 
p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. Cost: $15/
adult, $10/youth 15 & younger. Reservations: (219) 
873-1520, “Barker Mansion” on Eventbrite.com

Dec. 16 — 3-D Prints for Holiday Fun, 6-7 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

Through Dec. 30 — “Christmas at the Man-
sion,” Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St. Tours: 
Tues.-Sun. Cost: $8/adult, $5/youth or senior Info: 
www.barkermansion.com

In the Region
Dec. 13-14 — Fair-Trade Holiday Bazaar, noon-7 

p.m., Valparaiso International Center, 309 E. Lin-
colnway. Info: www.valpovic.org

Dec. 14 — Harbor Country Singers Christmas 
concert, 7 p.m. EST, Episcopal Church of the Me-
diator, 14280 Red Arrow Highway, Harbert. Free, 
donations accepted.

Dec. 15 — Art + Canvas, 1-4 p.m. EST, Fern-
wood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988 
Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Cost: $60/project, 
members/$48. Info/registration: (269) 695-6491, 
www.fernwoodbotanical.org

Dec. 15 — Opening reception, 2019 Members 
Show, 2-4 p.m. EST, The Box Factory for the Arts, 
1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Free. Info: (269) 
983-3688, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

Support Groups
Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 

6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Mondays, Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 
7 p.m. Mon./Franciscian Hospital Clair of As-
sisi Room, 3500 Franciscan Way; 9 a.m. Fri./First 
United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: 
https://oa.org, (219) 879-0300.

Wednesdays — Alzheimer’s/Dementia Support 
Group for Caregivers, 2 p.m., third Wednesday of 
each month, Rittenhouse Senior Living, 4300 Cleve-
land Ave. Info: (888) 303-0180.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Thursdays — Adult Children of Alcoholics and 
Dysfunctional Families, 6:15 p.m., Franciscan 
Health Michigan City, Maria Theresia Conference 
Room C, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: (219) 801-1296.

Want your event listed here?
(219) 879-0088 • drew@thebeacher.com

the Beacher Business Printers
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the Beacher Business Printers
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Brochures

On December 12, 1792, in Vienna, Ludwig van 
Beethoven, 22, paid 19 cents for his fi rst music les-
son from Franz Joseph Haydn.

On December 12, 1889, Boston’s George F. Grant 
was granted a patent for a golf tee.

On December 12, 1901, the fi rst radio signal to 
cross the Atlantic was picked up in Newfoundland 
by inventor Guglielmo Marconi – transmitted from 
2,000 miles away.

On December 12, 1913, Italian authorities in 
Florence announced the Mona Lisa, stolen from the 
Louvre in 1911, had been recovered.

On December 12, 1925, the nation’s fi rst motel, 
which went by the name of “Motel Inn,” opened in 
the California city of San Luis Obispo.

On December 13, 1577, Sir Francis Drake left 
England to become the fi rst Englishman to circum-
navigate the globe, attacking such Spanish posses-
sions as he was able to locate along the way.

On December 13, 1918, President Woodrow Wil-
son arrived in France, becoming the fi rst chief ex-
ecutive to visit Europe while in offi ce.

On December 13, 1927, Yehudi Menuhin, a 
10-year-old child violinist, made his successful New 
York debut in Carnegie Hall. After the triumphant 
recital, he was asked what he would like next. 
“Some ice cream” was his reply.

On December 13, 1928, George Gershwin’s “An 
American in Paris” premiered in New York’s Carn-
egie Hall.

On December 14, 1902, the cable ship Silverton 
set out from San Francisco to lay the fi rst cable from 
the mainland to Honolulu. On Jan. 1, 1903, the ca-
ble was ready to transmit messages.

On December 14, 1910, a $10 million gift from 
Andrew Carnegie established the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace. The purpose was to 
work toward peace through research, publications 
and other educational activities.

On December 14, 1911, Norwegian explorer Roald 
Amundson made the fi rst recorded visit to the South 
Pole, beating out an expedition by Robert F. Scott.

On December 14, 1985, Wilma Mankiller became 
the fi rst woman to lead a major Native-American 
tribe as she took offi ce as principal chief of the Cher-
okee Nation of Oklahoma.

On December 15, 1791, the fi rst 10 amendments 

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
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to the Constitution, which went under the title of  
“The Bill of Rights,” went into effect after being rat-
ifi ed by Virginia.

On December 15, 1791, the fi rst law school in the 
United States was born when the trustees of the 
University of Pennsylvania elected James Wilson to 
the post of professor of law.

On December 15, 1938, in Washington, President 
Franklin Roosevelt presided over groundbreaking 
ceremonies for the “Jefferson Memorial.”

On December 15, 1939, “Gone With the Wind” 
premiered at Loew’s Grand Theater in Atlanta.

On December 15, 2000, the long-troubled Cher-
nobyl nuclear power plant closed for good.

On December 16, 1775, Jane Austin, England’s 
fi rst great woman novelist, and author of the classic 
Pride and Prejudice, was born at Steventon, a small 
town about 50 miles southwest of London.

On December 16, 1905, Variety, a weekly maga-
zine devoted to all phases of show business, came 
out with its fi rst edition. It contained 16 pages and 
sold for a nickel.

On December 16, 1916, Grigori Rasputin, the 
“mad monk” who wielded a mystical infl uence over 
the Czar and Czarina of Russia, was lured to a 
Petrograd palace and poisoned. When this failed to 
kill him, he was stabbed to death and his body sunk 
beneath the ice of a local canal.

On December 17, 1538, England’s King Henry 
VIII, who separated the Church of England from 
the Roman Catholic Church, was excommunicated 
by Pope Paul III.

On December 17, 1835, Hiram Husumin was ap-
pointed chief engineer of Chicago’s fi rst fi re company.

On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright 
made the world’s fi rst successful airplane fl ight as 
they soared over the sand dunes near Kitty Hawk, 
N.C. Only fi ve people, besides themselves, were 
present. Although a general invitation had been is-
sued to everyone within a fi ve or six mile radius, not 
many were willing to face a cold December wind to 
see, as they no doubt thought, another fl ying ma-
chine that would not fl y.

On December 18, 1865, slavery was abolished in 
the United States by the adoption of the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution, which read: “Nei-
ther slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have 
been legally convicted, shall exist within the United 
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”
On December 18, 1892, Tchaikovsky’s “The Nut-
cracker” premiered in St. Petersburg, Russia.

On December 18, 1936, the fi rst giant panda to be 
imported into the United States from China arrived 
in San Francisco.

On December 18, 1969, Britain abolished the 
death penalty.

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument

lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call (219) 872-1217.
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

GOOD DECISION DOG TRAINING 
I train dogs using positive reinforcement, hand signals, verbal commands 
and love! Call (312) 342-2023; Like me on Facebook at  www.facebook.

com/GoodDecisionDogTraining
HOUSE SITTING/PET SITTING/VACATION CARE

Mature, responsible, local, animal-loving woman to care for your house 
and furry friends. (312) 502-8980. References available. 

BUSINESS SERVICES
HOLIDAY ART GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City – (219) 874-3455
U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

COMPANIONSHIP FOR HEART AND SOUL
 Private in-home care. Specializing in dementia/Alzheimer’s.

18 years experience. Excellent references. Trish Harris. 219-221-5691. 
���������������������

ERIKA’S LOVING CARE. Home care for elderly. 22 yrs. experience. Day 
or night assistance. Call 219-809-8183 and leave message.

���������������������

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING — Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. Call Darla at (219) 878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
22 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.
D&D CLEANING 

Specializing in residential, vacation homes, rentals and new construction/
remodeling cleanup. Flexible schedule/regular cleaning crew. References 

available. Call (219) 877-9502
SQUEAKY CLEAN: residential & commercial. Bonded/insured. Wkly, bi-

wkly, month ly. 21+ yrs exp. Free estimates. Joelle • (219) 561-3527.
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Deck Staining & Sealing 

Hedge/Bush Trimming • Call (219) 608-3145
 Dryer Vent Cleaning, Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning 

Best Customer Service. Best Pricing. (219) 841-1340
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 

references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.
HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. Affordable, reliable, experi-

enced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, deep cleaning, cleanout. 
All supplies included. Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 229-0034

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured  
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 785-4321

WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

LLOYD’S – DUNES SERVICES
Roofing • Painting • Tree Removal • Stump/brush removal
Gutter guards • Power washing • Raking • All home repairs
Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.

Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387
HANDYMAN EXTERIOR REPAIRS (ROOFING/SIDING/GUTTERS)

RUBBER AND ROOF: leak and shingle repairs. SIDING: fascia, soffits, 
custom metal wrap repairs. SEAMLESS GUTTERS: Gutter installation, 

downspouts, gutter screens, gutter adjustments. Weatherizing for fall and 
winter. Odd jobs, trees, brush removal. Call Lewis at (219) 214-7320

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145 • (219) 363-9003  
WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Closed until Jan. 6 for the holidays. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Fall cleanup. Lawn maintenance, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd 

jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN CO.

A Personal Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help
in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design

RESTORE • MAINTAIN • MANAGE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / (219) 229-4542
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Fall cleanup. Mowing, trim, hedging, small tree removal, mulch, weeding. 

Haul away debris. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.facebook
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
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EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, gutter cleaning, flower beds, any yard-

work. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

FOR SALE
CHRISTMAS PUPPY — Manchester Terrier.

Call (219) 214-0326
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
CHAD & NANCY ADDIE • MENDED HEARTS COLLECTIBLES

Thoughtful estate liquidation. We’re glad to offer perspective, ideas on 
process. Call us at (219) 393-4609

Gorgeous New Buffalo Estate Sale
16190 Water Tower Place, New Buffalo MI
Fri.-Sat., Dec. 13-14, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. EST

The home is filled with high-end furnishings and accent pieces, and 
everything is priced to move. For pictures go to: 

www.estatesale.net (zip 49117)
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

Sheridan Beach Year Round Rental: 3BR, 2 BA house. 
$1,100/month. + util. Call Jane at (219) 873-4487.

Waterfront Rentals – Month to Month, Extended Stay!
Furnished, housekeeping, cable, WiFi at Pioneer Pier, MC.

1BR with kitchenette, $875 • 2BR with kitchen, $1,225.
Call Pete at (219) 561-0066.

Furnished 2BR/1BA rental September-May in Sheridan Beach. Newly 
rehabbed. $1,050. Call (574) 514-3224.
Stop 31 with Beach Rights For Rent

4BR/3.5BA, open concept, vaulted ceilings, huge porch, great quality of 
life. For rent annually. $2,500 per month. No smokers. Broker owned. 

Call or text Caroline at (312) 498-1444.
Stop 31 Stunner For Sale

4BR/3.5BA. Newly rehabbed. Open concept, vaulted ceilings, granite and 
marble countertops, Stainless steel appliances, large porch, writer’s shed  

$399,000. 3% to cooperating brokers. No listing calls please. Broker/
Owner. Call Caroline Rogers at (312) 498-1444

1BR Sheridan Beach Apartments. Off-street parking. No pets/smoking. 
Utilities included. References and sec. dept. required. Call (219) 879-

2195 for details.
Large studio with separate kitchen. Total renovation! Private, but 

close  to everything. $850/mo., includes all utilities, cable and Internet, 
snow removal/trash pickup. No smoking/pets. Available Jan. 1. 

Call (219) 221-2228.
Single room for rent. $350 monthly + $350 deposit.

Call (219) 214-0326

ICS Holiday Open House
Independent Cat Society, 4061 S. County Line 

Road, Westville, will host its holiday open house 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 14-15.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 14 and 1 to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 15. The event includes refreshments, baked 
goods, ICS T-shirts, raffl es, cat toys and crafts. Visi-
tors also can drop off donations of Friskies Pate, 
Fancy Feast Classic, Dry Cat Food and Cat Toys.

Call (219) 785-4936, email shelter@catsociety.org  
or visit www.catsociety.org for details.

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Dec. 16, 
Jan. 13 and 27, Feb. 3 and 10, March 2 and 16, and 
April 6 and 27 at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West, LaPorte. Call at least one week in 
advance to register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park The cost is $5 per 
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment 
are required at least one week in advance or until 
full, whichever comes fi rst.
The schedule is:
• Dec. 18: What’s for Dinner?
• Jan. 15: Let it Snow!
• Jan. 29: Who Made That Track?
• Feb. 5: Clouds Overhead.
• Feb. 12: Could You Be a Squirrel?
• March 4: 1 Bird, 2 Bird.

PJ Time with Your Stuffed Friend
Wear pajamas and take a stuffed animal to the 

free program that includes story time and snacks 
for children 2-11 from 10 to 10:45 a.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, at Luhr County Park nature center.

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Space is limited, with a requirement of eight people 
and a maximum of 24. Call at least one week in ad-
vance to reserve a spot.

Teachers-Groups-Scout Leaders
Free environmental education programs are of-

fered to groups throughout the year. Programs last 
one hour or longer depending on the group size and 
age. Programs can be scheduled at Creek Ridge, 
Luhr, Bluhm or Red Mill parks. Call (219) 325-8315 
for more information or to make a reservation.

Shelter and Hall Reservations
Call (219) 325-8315 to make reservations for one 

of many picnic shelters at any of the four county 
parks, or Pat Smith Hall at Red Mill County Park 
for a family function.

http://www.estatesale.net
mailto:shelter@catsociety.org
http://www.catsociety.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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The Christmas Kid and other Brooklyn sto-
ries by Pete Hamill (paperback, $15 retail online 
at Barnes & Noble and Amazon; also available as 
an eBook. 271 pages)

Last week, I was perusing my bookshelves — a 
frequent exercise to muse over books read and en-
joyed, and give a critical eye over 
those that didn’t meet expectations — 
when “what to my wondering eye did 
appear”...this little gem of a book.

Pete Hamill knows New York City…
no, I mean he really knows New York 
City. He proves it time and time again 
with titles like North Shore, Tabloid 
City, Snow in August and many oth-
ers.

This collection of short stories is 
perfect for the season when reading 
time is short and you need to realize 
there is more to life than burned po-
tatoes and drunken relatives. This is 
the season of love, forgiveness, help-
ing others and maybe starting off in a 
new direction.

“…I had my existence. I was there.
“Me in place and the place in me.” 

Seamus Heaney, “A Herbal”
Hamill is the complete deal. That means he not 

only knows his setting and the people who inhabit 
it, he’s like a master gardener planting images in 
your mind’s eye and inhabiting it with characters so 
real, they leap off the page.

In New York, Brooklyn is the original “melting 
pot” of America. Many different cultures and eth-
nicities have moved in, moved over and moved up 
the many streets and neighborhoods: the English 
seeking religious freedom; the Jews fl eeing Europe-
an persecution; the Irish fl eeing the potato famine; 
and many others too numerous to mention.

These stories span approximately the 1930s-
1970s: changing times in America. Buildings 
sprung up, grew old, torn down or remodeled, busi-
nesses fl ourished and died as children wanted or 
didn’t want to follow in their father’s footsteps, or 
left Brooklyn all together…

One such father in “The Home Country” left his 
home turf in Brooklyn for a better life in Califor-
nia. Now, years later, he abides by his daughter’s 
wish to show her where he grew up. Laverty is more 
than apprehensive as they walk the old streets and 
he sees the changes, until he fi nds the one fountain 
of his youth that made him know he’d come home 
again.

Some men, like Teddy Caravaggio in “The Wait-

ing Game,” couldn’t leave his business and Brook-
lyn because of a lifelong unrequited love. It was be-
cause of the girl who got away, but now, years later, 
is a widow. Can he hope for a new beginning?

Justice and what’s for the greater good is ex-
plored in “A Death in the Family.” Eddie Devlin en-
tered the Navy, leaving behind his widowed mother 

and younger brother, Liam. He re-
turns several years later to fi nd his 
neighborhood fl ooded with deadly 
heroin and his brother Liam its lat-
est victim. Eddie hunts down Joe 
Tooks, the drug kingpin, and, well, 
his body later is found under the 
snow. No one knows nothing, saw 
nothing, but when Eddie returns 
to camp, Bruno Pilser echoes ev-
eryone’s feelings: “There was noth-
ing else ya coulda done, Eddie Boy.” 
Case closed.

The story that touched me deeply 
is “The Christmas Kid.” A sad, thin, 
9-year-old named Lev Augstein 
comes to the mostly Italian neigh-
borhood one summer, speaking no 
English. As Ralphie Boy says, “He 
don’t even speak Italian!”

What he speaks is Yiddish. He is 
from Poland, and bears the tattoo of a prisoner in 
a Nazi concentration camp. He lives with his uncle, 
Barney Augstein, “the salt of the earth.” The boys 
in the neighborhood teach Lev English, how to play 
stick ball, and he thrives.

Two things happen the next year: Barney dies 
one day, and the nosey neighbor across the street 
calls the welfare department. This is both a heart-
breaking and heartfelt story that sets the tone for 
the rest of the book.

The thing about all these stories is, we all have 
a story. Famous people like athletes or entertainers 
aren’t the only ones with a life worth mentioning. 
The moment we were born, our story began. It may 
not be destined for greatness or worldwide recogni-
tion, but it is destined to be as unique as the fea-
tures of your face. 

Hamill shows us how the old Brooklyn may be 
lost, but nostalgia and our elders’ tales can remind 
us of a time when things were different — kids 
played stickball in the streets, mothers leaned out 
of upper-story tenement buildings and the beat cop 
knew everyone in the neighborhood.

These are not all happy stories. Some are sad, 
but some will make you smile. They are all worth 
exploring.

Till next time, happy reading!
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*Licensed in Indiana & Michigan  |  At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

2026 ORIOLE TRAIL
LONG BEACH, IN • 3 BED / 2 BATH • $289,000

To see more of this listing, please visit 2026Oriole.info

CUTE, CHARMING, BEACH...WHAT MORE CAN YOU ASK FOR? This 3 bedroom, 2 bath beach cottage is awaiting your personal touch 

with its charming cottage feel. Upon entering, you will be greeted by the sun porch which leads you to the open dining room, living room 

& sun room. Wood burning brick fireplace in the living room and sun room with many windows to enjoy nature at its best. Family room 

with lovely built-in cabinets and rear wooded view. Main level bathroom plus three bedrooms with nice sized closets and one full bath on 

upper level. Unfinished basement offers laundry area, and plenty of storage for your beach toys with access from the side of house. New 

septic tank Nov 2019. The community playground a couple doors away and a lovely walk to Stop 20 beach provides unlimited summer 

fun. This cottage has been a great memory maker for its current owner and is waiting to pass on the tradition to YOU!

MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers .................219.728.7295

Katie Boscaccy ............219.929.8875

Judi Donaldson ...........219.879.1411

Jamie Follmer ..............219.851.2164

Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951

Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Giorgios Karayannis...219.805.6754

Kaileyne Krask .............219.851.7290

Karrie McCorkel ..........219.898.1009

Daiva Mockaitis ...........219.670.0982

Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy ....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks .....................574.876.5967

Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920

Pat Tym ..........................219.210.0324

Jack Zahrndt ................219.873.4377
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3017  Mayfield Way,  Long Beach  $449,900

3 bd 4 ba home with private back yard, 15x15 patio, and 
sunny 15x22 three season room.  Wonderful for entertaining

 and accommodating your large family and guests!

2025 Juneway Drive,  Long Beach  $409,900

This wonderful Long Beach home has a spacious open
 floor plan. There is room for everyone, yet there is plenty

 of privacy to be had. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths plus a loft. 

117-lot 14  117 Northbrook, Shoreland Hills  $75,000

Ready to build on this desirable lot in Shoreland Hills.
City Water and City sewers available.

831  Franklin St,  Michigan City  $340,000

Magnificent two story corner building in the Historic 
Downtown area of Michigan City. First floor retail with

 three apartments on 2nd floor.


