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tolets (bread bowls). 
“He wanted to discover everything – to try,” Ben 

said. “He was experimental with breads and other 
pastries.” 

Ben’s “more temperate” father, August, became 
an electrician, working for 29 years at CRC Chemi-
cal as production leader at the European production 
plant in Belgium. 

Ben told the story 
about how his parents 
purchased a cow to be 
butchered each year. 

“When I was 11, I 
decided I wanted to 
learn how to do that,” 
he said. “I stopped in 
at a local butcher and 
asked if they needed 
help. They said yes 
and to come on Satur-
day. Of course, the fi rst 
week I cut my fi nger.”

Ben worked for the 
butcher every Satur-
day for a few years, be-
ginning at 6 a.m. and 
leaving around 1 p.m. 

“I had to ride my bi-
cycle in the snow,” he 
said. “It was very cold.”

Ben’s college program included three major 
courses of study to work as a butcher, cook or pastry 
chef. Although he studied all three the fi rst year, 
he was required to focus on two for the rest of his 
education, so he chose classes specializing in meat 
cutting and cooking. 

After college, Ben worked for a butcher for 18 
months in a fi ne-dining butchering company in 
Wemmel, Belgium. However, he fi rst had to serve 
his obligatory one-year requirement in the Army, 

Journeys of a Lifetime
by Kim Nowatzke

Michigan City’s Panini Panini is known for its 
handcrafted European food. Tripadvisor hails it as 
Indiana’s No. 1 sandwich spot, 14th in the nation, 
even in the top 10 percent globally.

But this is not the story of a local business. It is 
about its fascinating owners for the past two years, 
Benoit (Ben) and Sabine Bauwens. To begin with, 
they are from Brussels, Belgium. Both speak fl u-
ent Dutch and French. 
Ben, now 53, earned 
his bachelor’s degree 
as a French chef from 
Ceria Ipiat while Sa-
bine, 50, holds a bache-
lor’s degree in automo-
tive engineering from 
Cardinal Mercier. 

Ben’s mother, along 
with her sister and 
brother, were born 
in what is now the 
Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Africa. 
Her father was head 
accountant for a min-
ing company, moving 
there with his family 
in the early 1930s. At 
the time, it was owned 
by Belgium and called 
Belgium Congo. The family returned to Belgium in 
the late 1940s-early 1950s. 

“It was a big, big adventure,” Ben explained. 
Ben’s paternal grandfather, August, and great-

grandfather, Benoit, were well-known, award-
winning Belgium bakers, owning Bakery Bauwens 
from before World War II until the mid-1960s. 

“We still have trophies,” Ben said. “People trav-
eled from all of Belgium to go to it.” 

His great-grandfather was the fi rst one to own 
special machines to make whipping cream and pis-

The Bauwens family in Panini Panini (from left): Tanguy, Sabine, Ben and Marine.

Continued on Page 2
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at the wheel only 20 minutes into his shift, he fell 
asleep. The van overturned several times. Ben suf-
fered several lacerations and compressed neck ver-
tebrae, placing him in a coma for several days. The 
doctors said if the accident damaged one higher ver-
tebra, he wouldn’t have walked again. 

“I could only move my hands at fi rst,” Ben said. “I 
had to learn how to eat – how to walk.” 

It took him a year to recover as he endured three 
different operations on his back. 

“I can’t run,” he said, “even today.” 

When Sabine came to France to visit him in the 
hospital with his mother, Ben told his girlfriend, “I 
think I’m at the end of the tunnel – I think I’m done 
here.” He confessed he would understand if she 
wanted to move on with her life – without him. 

But Sabine’s reply was, “No, I’m with you – I stay 
with you.”

Ben says, smiling, “I 
thought that she’s proba-
bly the right one. I decided 
that she was the one for 
me for the rest of my life.” 

The two were married 
on Sept. 4, 1992, in Gan-
shoren, which is part of 
Brussels, Belgium. Today, 
they have two children: 
a son, Tanguy, 18, and a 
daughter, Marine, 20, as 
well as a Saint Bernard 
named Baloo. 

One of Ben’s last posi-
tions before coming to the 
United States was as head 
of the engineering depart-
ment at Vinci Construction 
from 2009 to 2011. He next 
worked for Entreprise de 
Construction de Bâtiments 
du Littoral (Shoreline 
Construction Co.) for fi ve 
years in the food division. 
The company was hired 
to construct chateauxes 
in France where wine 
was handmade. These in-
cluded: Chateau Margaux; 
Lafi tte Rothschild; Mouton 

where his position was as bartender. Unfortunately, 
after he fi nished his term, his secular position was 
no longer available. So, the young entrepreneur 
opened his own restaurant, calling it In Den Boom 
(“In The Tree”) because of the large tree in front of 
the building. It was a special concept where lava 
stones were heated in an oven. The customers then 
cooked their meat as they wanted, directly at their 
tables on stone grills. 

Unfortunately, he had to close the business when 
his girlfriend at the time “ran away with the mon-
ey,” he said. 

Ben’s next job was with an international chemi-
cal company that created paint and industrial coat-
ings. Starting out as a salesman, he was promoted 
to warehouse manager. One of his assignments was 
purchasing a company car, 
which led him to Sabine in 
December 1989. 

“I went to the garage of 
her father – the bonus was 
his daughter,” he said with 
a smile. 

Then, after seven 
months, one of the sup-
pliers, Kemira, asked him 
to work for them. He was 
employed there as a prod-
uct manager from 1989 to 
1992, traveling to Spain, 
Italy, France, Finland, 
Great Britain, Belgium 
and the Netherlands. 

Ben and Sabine had been 
dating only three months 
when the 22-year-old Ben 
was involved in a serious 
accident in Dijon, France. 
He and a colleague were in 
a rented van on their way 
to see a customer. Hoping 
to save time, they were 
driving in two-hour shifts, 
with one behind the wheel 
while the other slept for 
two hours. Unfortunately, 
when his colleague was 

Ben and Sabine Bauwens on their wedding day, on 
Sept. 4, 1992, in Ganshoren, part of Brussels, Belgium.

Journeys of a Lifetime Continued from Page 1
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Rothschild; Pi-
chon Longueville; 
and Calon Ségur. 
As leader of the 
project /studies 
department, he 
completely reorga-
nized it. 

“I led all the 
complicated con-
struction proj-
ects,” he said. 
“I prefer when 
it’s diffi cult. The  
more complicated 
and technically 
diffi cult, the bet-
ter for me.” 

During this pe-
riod in his life, 
he also lived in 
his sailboat — a 
Gib’Sea 34 foot 
— because he worked 85 minutes from home. He 
would go to Rochefort every Monday morning, come 
back home every Wednesday night and back to work 
Thursday morning to be back Friday night. 

Sabine’s fi rst job involved working for her father 
at his garage after she graduated from college in 
December 1989. Next, she spent a year as a sales 
representative for an automobile parts-and-tools 

business. How-
ever, she found it 
diffi cult to work 
in a male-domi-
nated industry in 
the early 1990s. 

Sabine then 
worked in Brus-
sels as a police 
offi cer in the K-9 
unit, in the same 
area she’d worked 
as a sales rep. 
She described the 
seven years and 
seven months she 
spent there as the 
“best job of my 
life.” 

Unfortunately, 
the “many chang-
es in the police de-
partment in Bel-
gium” forced her 
to move on, and 
she began work-
ing in manage-Sabine Bauwens, photographed when she 

worked as a police offi cer in the K-9 unit for 
the Brussels, Belgium, police department. Continued on Page 4

Marine Bauwens and the family dog, 
Baloo, in Beverly Shores.

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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I did a report for high-end properties 
from the Indiana line to Warren Dunes 
in Michigan.  High-end properties tripled 
in number of sales when I compared 
May through October from 2020 to 2019. 
Total $Volume doubled.
So, I just had to look at the situation 
between U.S. 12 and Lake Michigan from 
Beverly Shores and the Michigan line. 
Here are the residential sales numbers 
for properties selling for $500,000 or 
more in the May through October period. 
I added the 2011 data for reference to the 
lowest numbers in recent history.

HIGH-PRICED 
PROPERTIES 

DOING WELL NEAR 
LAKE MICHIGAN

Not unlike Michigan. But we only (only!!) 
doubled in number of sales and doubled 
in $Volume. What’s interesting about the 
median price is that it went up. Usually, 
it goes down with a strong increase in 
number of sales and $Volume. 
My belief is that we are about to see 
an increase in land values soon, even 
though the material costs for new homes 
has tripled because we are running out 
of inventory of existing homes. I looked 
at all sales for lots selling for at least 
$40,000.

practically nothing in 2011 to a very 
healthy increase in past two years.

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
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ment for the Belgium government, in the waterways 
and law departments.  

Ben said the couple decided to leave Belgium in 
2006 “because of the quality of life,” permanently 
moving to their vacation home in Bordeaux, France. 

“Every time we were there, it was diffi cult to go 
back (to Belgium),” he said. 

It was while he was recuperating from his back 
surgeries that the seed to come to the United States 
fi rst took root. He was watching a TV program about 
investing in Detroit properties. 

“When I’m back on my feet, I want to see that,” he 
told himself at the time. 

But, he discovered that fl ying from Paris to De-
troit was much more expensive compared to a fl ight 
into O’Hare International Airport. Taking the latter 
in November 2013, he made his way to Detroit and 
decided to spend a day in Michigan City. 

That decision changed the course of his life. 
He ended up meeting with Realtor Michael Con-

ner after he called him to look at a house. 
“This guy was so funny and so interesting,” Ben 

said, “that I stayed here the whole time and never 
went to Detroit.” 

Journeys of a Lifetime Continued from Page 3

Ben and Sabine Bauwens pose with their 2020
Michigan City High School graduate, Tanguy.

The Bauwenses purchased their fi rst real-estate 
investment in March 2014. 

As the “tax and political situation” became worse 
in France, Ben and Sabine knew it was time to 
move. At the time, the Bauwenses were paying 
70.02 percent in federal taxes in addition to a 20 

percent sales tax. 
Their fi rst option was New Brunswick, Canada. 
“We visited there,” Ben said, “but the kids weren’t 

for it.” 

Sabine and Ben on Prince Edward Island in Canada. 
Behind them is the Confederation Bridge. 

Plan B was America. Ben and Tanguy offi cially 
moved to the United States in March 2018, with Sa-
bine and Marine following a few months later. They 
fi rst found a restaurant to purchase in Schererville, 
but the sale didn’t go through. In January 2018, 
they bought a take-out pizza place called Tortorice’s 
Pizza in Buffalo Grove, Ill., living in Rockford, Ill., 
and operating their business for seven months. 

But, Ben said, “we preferred to move over here in 
Michigan City.” 

When they discovered Panini Panini was for sale, 
owned by Joachim Schnappinger and his wife, Bon-
nie, for about a decade, they jumped at the chance. 

Sabine said 
the Michigan 
City restau-
rant is “more 
our kind of 
food.” 

They al-
ready owned 
a home in 
Michigan City 
that they’d 
purchased in 
2014. Not wanting to disturb the successful rent-
al arrangement with their tenant, they decided to 
purchase another home as their primary residence. 
They look forward to ultimately purchasing land 
and building a house here. 

“The environment was very friendly and helpful 
here,” Ben said. 

They are grateful for the community support dur-
ing the pandemic. 

“Owning this is a good thing,” Ben said. “Michi-
gan City is a pretty cool city – like a big family.” 

Sabine Bauwens, photographed in 
Lake Michigan near Beverly Shores.
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Salvation Army “Stuff A Sleigh” 
Food Drive This Saturday Dec. 5
at all Al’s stores, Michigan City & La Porte.

This year has been challenging, to say the least. 
But The Salvation Army has been there still for those

who need it. Fulfilling basic needs isn’t always glamorous
or fun, but the Salvation Army knows lives depend on it,
and they’re always there to answer the call.  

The Salvation Army will be at our Karwick and Franklin
Street stores, and we’re asking for your help. Buy a special 
$5 voucher that will be used for meat credits by the 
Salvation Army or pick a few of your favorite things (non-
perishable, please) for the upcoming holiday.

Thanksgiving was only a week ago, and we hope you had
reason to be grateful for many blessings; we would now ask
that you pass the blessings around this Saturday.

Please know that the Salvation Army and Al’s are grateful 
for people like you!  co-sponsored by WEFM and WIMS

KARWICK PLAZA     PH. 879-4671     OPEN DAILY 7-9     www.alssupermarkets.com

http://www.alssupermarkets.com
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622 Franklin Street, MCIN

private shopping available
ArtAndScienceWorks.com

small-Batch 
Local-Artisan
hand-poured

Candles

collab
oration 100% of profits to benefit our 

local women’s shelter

My grandson scoots into my lap with a board book 
he chose from the basket at the foot of the guest 
bed. Story time with DJ precedes an afternoon nap 
at Lulu’s Florida condo. Lulu is my grandma name. 
Following the lead of my peers, I chose this nick-
name in lieu of yesteryear’s old sounding grandpar-
ent titles. But from a 2 1/2-year-old’s mouth, Lulu 
often comes out sounding like “woo-woo,” which I 
fear may stick.

DJ hands me a chunky, neon-orange book with 
rainbow lettering. “Good choice,” I coo.

He squirms and wiggles and fi nally settles into 
the meat of my thighs, then he taps on the vibrant 
cover. He’s ready! Invoking my brightest storyteller 
voice, I lean over my grandson’s fair head and recite 
the title page, The Thankful Book by Todd Parr.  

My exuberant words send puffs of breath careening 
into DJ’s little-boy haircut. Wisps of fi ne golden hairs 
from the crown of his head fl oat up and tickle my chin, 
lips and nose. I twinkle my nose like Samantha on 
“Bewitched” to banish the gossamer-like strands. DJ 
fi dgets and presses his little torso into mine, a sign 
I’m taking too long to fl ip to the fi rst pages. 

I read:
There are lots of things to be thankful for. 
Try to remember some of them every day!
With the pandemic in its deadliest surge yet, my 

Sarasota daughter and son-in-law are back to work-
ing from home. Day care and preschool are not safe 
options, so two days a week, DJ comes to Lulu’s. 
And for those two special days, I adapt to a differ-
ent pace and schedule. Mostly, the two of us venture 
down to the pool, hand-in-hand, where we make 
vroom vroom sounds with dump trucks, or car wash 
swishing noises with buckets and empty water bot-
tles. Sometimes, we trek to the beach and jump in 
the waves, chase sea birds, craft sandcastles and 
etch our names in the sand. 

Every day I think about the things I am grateful 
for, I read next.

DJ points to the drawing on the opening page of 
a little boy in blue pants staring up at a single star 

in the sky. As my grandson chatters, I think about 
the board book’s simple opening message. Now, more 
than ever, the author’s basic advice rings true. Given 
all the challenges each of us face, it’s important to ex-
amine and recognize what it is we can be grateful for. 

I reread the opening line to DJ and quiz him 
about what he’s thankful for. As we discuss his 
mama, daddy and new baby brother — for whom 
I’m grateful, too — I cuddle with DJ and express 
how thankful I am for him coming over and playing 
outside with me today. He glances up, presents me 
with a quick, shy smile, then his stubby little fi n-
gers force the next, thick page to fl ip open.

We read about being thankful for our senses, our 
special physical gifts, pets and friends, and hugs and 
kisses. As I prepare to recite the words on the fi nal 
page, DJ’s chin sags to the neckline of his favorite, yel-
low “digger” shirt. More for myself than for my nap-
ping grandson, I deliver the closing line in a whisper.

I am thankful for holidays because they bring my 
family together.

I set aside The Thankful Book and place DJ’s 
stuffed puppy into the crook of his plump, little arm. 
He snuggles into the guest bed’s pillow, and I cover 
him with his favorite blue-and-white blankie. For a 
few more minutes, I lie next to my grandson’s sleep-
ing form and listen to his steady, soft snores. 

I refl ect upon the fi nal line of DJ’s naptime story: 
I am thankful for holidays because they bring my 
family together. 

I will not be gathering with as much family as I’m 
accustomed to during the approaching holidays, but 
I’m nonetheless appreciative. I’m grateful for my 
growing family, for their continued health and safe-
ty, and for the hope of better days to come. And, I’m 
thankful for my days with DJ – albeit courtesy of 
the pandemic – days when I’m forced to slow down 
and consider life’s abundant and simple pleasures 
through the eyes of a young, inquisitive mind. 

While I cannot predict whether the unintended 
gramma moniker, Woo-Woo, will replace the care-
fully chosen Lulu, more importantly, I’m hoping 
that this time next year, I’ll be prepping epic fam-
ily feasts (by then, the single basket of baby board 
books in the guest room will have multiplied into 
two or three!). 

During the days ahead, may we all endeavor to 
name something to be grateful for, regardless of our 
circumstances. 

Blessings, friends and neighbors, stay well! 
(Julie McGue is a Duneland Beach resident and 

the author of the upcoming memoir, Twice a Daugh-
ter: A Search for Family, Identity and Belonging.)

In Search of Grateful

That Girl, This Life
Julie Ryan McGue
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POOL anyone? Look no further for an amazing house in a great location, just one street up from the lake in the desirable Long
Beach. This stunning home is perfectly rehabbed with a great open plan kitchen and newer bathrooms. There are amazing 
outdoor spaces with a great pool, putting green, and plenty of space for lots of games and fun in the sun. Utilize the stunning 
wrap around porch to enjoy your evenings and don't worry about parking because there is a large driveway with a huge 
garage. Upstairs features a large main bedroom and adjoining walk-in closet, a bonus office space or baby room, and an 
additional 2 bedrooms and one bathroom, both with large closet space. The lower level has a full bathroom, a great bunk 
bedroom and a large game room with fun for all ages. This home has it all! Relax, enjoy and jump in the pool!

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty.

55 BBeeddrroooommss,, 33..55 BBaatthhss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$779955,,000000 

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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CHRISTMAS EVE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26th

NEW YEARS EVE

The second Bolt for the Heart 5K Family Run/
Walk and inaugural Half Marathon helped donate 
33 Automatic External Defi brillators to LaPorte 
County fi rst responders.

The Nov. 19 presentation was 
made at Franciscan Health Michi-
gan City. Sponsorships and funds 
raised by the race paid for 29 AEDs 
for the LaPorte County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce and four to Long Beach Police 
Department.

Bolt for the Heart President 
Pierre Twer, who is a Long Beach 
native, praised the contributions of 
race participants, along with spon-
sors Franciscan Health, the Play for 
Jake Foundation and Performance 
Services. Other individuals and 
company donations were recognized 
with window clings that will be dis-
played in squad cars.

The race, held Sept. 27 at Wash-
ington Park, adjusted to COVID-19 
challenges. The 285 participants, in-
cluding 30 half-marathon runners, 
were kept safe through masking, hand sanitation, 
staggered start times and distancing protocols ap-

Bolt for the Heart Presents 33 AEDs to LaPorte County First Responders
proved by the LaPorte County Health Department. 
A virtual race option was available as well.

This year’s donation of AEDs amounts to $49,500 

in value, continuing the work of 29 AEDs donated 
through the 2019 Bolt for the Heart event. With the 
goal of placing an AED in every patrol car in La-
Porte County, Twer said the organization will con-
tinue work to outfi t the LaPorte and Michigan City 
police departments next year.

Bolt for the Heart is a non-profi t organization 
that raises money to buy AEDs for fi rst responders. 
To date, it has donated more than 2,000 AEDs, in-
cluding 465 AEDs for Indiana State Police. 

Visit www.boltfortheheart.com for additional in-
formation.

Franciscan Health Michigan City President/CEO Dean Mazzoni 
speaks during the Nov. 19 presentation.

http://www.boltfortheheart.com
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Let Us Turn Your Dream
Kitchen into Reality!

The Kitchen & Bath Specialists
Providing Quality Craftsmanship for Over 30 Years.

Serving Michiana Communities. Free Estimates.

SchanderRemodeling.com Call 219-561-1188

Postponed from the spring because of COVID-19, 
Dunebrook is conducting an online holiday auction 
through 10 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 10.

The auction typically is held during the spring 
gala, which was canceled because of the pandemic.

“Like many organizations, we are trying to be 
creative in raising dollars, because the demand is 
great for our services, and parents need support 
now more than ever,” Dunebrook Executive Direc-
tor Jeanne Ann Cannon said in a press release.

Spearheaded by Director of Development Lisa 
Scheller, the auction includes dining opportunities, 
candy baskets, electronics and kitchen wares, with 
new items added weekly. Photos are included on the 
website https://bit.ly/Holiday20Auction

Auction proceeds support Dunebrook’s Healthy 
Families program, which provides parenting edu-
cation and support to expectant and new parents, 
Body Safety school-based prevention education and 
the Child Advocacy Center, which conducts forensic 
interviews after allegations of child abuse. 

McDonald’s Restaurants of LaPorte County again 
has donated to the auction, with Glenn Lubeznik 
being one of Dunebrook’s earliest board members.

Auction items are still being accepted. Contact 
Scheller at lisa2@dunebrook.org or call (219) 508-
4676 if wanting to contribute.

Dunebrook Online Holiday Auction Continues Through Dec. 10

Lisa Scheller (left) and Hannah Scheller are 
photographed with a few of the auction items.

❑

Visit www.dunebrook.org or contact Dunebrook at 
(219) 874-0007 for more details.

https://bit.ly/Holiday20Auction
mailto:lisa2@dunebrook.org
http://www.dunebrook.org
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DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising 

in the Dining Guide?
Call us today at (219) 879-0088

 Wed.-Thurs. open 4pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am.  Follow us on Facebook for specials & live music events.

WATCHWATCH
forfor

WINTER SPECIALSWINTER SPECIALS

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT
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�	
���� �� �����

This holiday season enjoy your
guests, we will take care of the
rest! From as little as you need
to complete set up and decor,
Blind Pig will put you in the

holiday spirit!

GIVE KELLY A CALL AT (708) 243-0952

R  E  S  T  A  U  R  A  N  T

77.99$DDIINNEE IINN oorr CCAARRRRYYOOUUTT

www.FiddleheadMC.com

DINE IN or CARRYOUT

422 Franklin St, Michigan City, IN | 219.210-3253

7.99$

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

MONDAY 
$5 BURGER

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

ALL DAY

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

Snowfl ake Parade
The Snowfl ake Parade kicks off at 4 p.m. Sat-

urday, Dec. 5, starting at 10th Street and heading 
north on Franklin Street.

The event is presented by The Mayor’s Offi ce 
of Special Events and Michigan City Fire Depart-
ment. Lineup starts at 3 p.m. on 10th Street and 
continues along Washington Street.

Michigan City will monitor the COVID-19 cases 
as the date of the parade nears. The event will be 
in compliance with state and county requirements.

The Festival of Lights will commence 30 minutes 
after the parade in Washington Park. 

Email jstimley@emichigancity.com or call (219) 
873-4012 for more details or parade applications. 

Fernwood Botanical Garden
• Holiday Market Pop-Up Shop: Artist Liz 

Kuntz from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST Saturday, 
Dec. 5.

Kuntz specializes in fi ne-art prints, greeting 
cards and stoneware creations. Additional pieces 
will be available for direct purchase in the gift shop 
during the holiday season from Amy Greely Studio, 
Lynne Tan, Treasureology, GrownUp KidStuff and 
Tiddleywink Toffee.

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve 
is located at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

http://www.FiddleheadMC.com
mailto:jstimley@emichigancity.com
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
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269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Product Volume Up. Product Volume Up.
Prices Trending Down.Prices Trending Down. 

Holiday Shopping begins Holiday Shopping begins
at Posh!at Posh!

P.S. Clothes are Essential!P.S. Clothes are Essential!
Thank you for supporting this Small Business.

Premium ConsignorsPremium Consignors
Taking Fall/Winter AppointmentsTaking Fall/Winter Appointments

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
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Virtual Family Day
Lubeznik Center for the Arts will host a Virtu-

al Family Day in conjunction with the new “Fake 
Real” exhibit from 1 to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5.

Education Director Hannah Hammond-Hagman 
and online guests through Face-
book Live will offer a brief gallery 
tour and step-by-step instructions 
for three related art projects, which 
include a sculpture, mixed-media 
collage and a drawing. 

The tour will highlight three art-
ists from the exhibit that explores 
ideas of memory, storytelling and 
culture. One of the artists is Ann 

Yafi , who uses thousands of pipe cleaners in her in-
stallation piece “Grid Love.” Those watching then 
can take a crack at making a mini-installation. 

Family Day Art Kits are free and available 
for pickup from LCA’s front desk during regular 
business hours. Contact Hammond-Hagman at 
hhammond@lubeznikcenter.org or call (219) 874-
4900 for more details. 

The program is supported by American Licorice. 
The LCA is located at 101 W. Second St.

Hammond-Hagman

NB Library Zoom Presentation
The Friends of New Buffalo Library will host a 

Zoom presentation on plant and animal species that 
call Berrien County home at 7 p.m. EST Tuesday, 
Dec. 8.

Leading the program is Ryan Postema, Chikam-
ing Open Lands executive vice president, who will 
discuss the wide range of ecosystems, from prairies 
and wetlands to forests and dunes, that provide the 
habitat for rare and protected plants and animals.  
He also will share what is being done to preserve 
these species and their habitats. 

Visit the events section of the library’s website 
(www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org) or Facebook 
page, or email new.buffalo.fol@gmail.com, for log-in 
information

http://www.mcinteriorsin.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
mailto:hhammond@lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
mailto:new.buffalo.fol@gmail.com
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“As a teacher at my old high school told me re-
cently, ‘They want us to be shepherds to these kids. 
But no one wants to talk about the fact that many of 
them are raised by wolves.’”

That was the passage that stuck with me from 
Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture 
in Crisis. J.D. Vance’s 2016 bestseller was the year’s 
most divisive, celebrated by some for offering in-
sight into “Trump’s America,” derided by many as 
armchair journalism, cutting a social class slack 
when it did not deserve it.

Vance didn’t strike me as the latter. He asked only 
that you understand, not embrace the mentality of 
working-class white America, all in the context of 
his severely fractured family. As a parent, myself, I 
saw Hillbilly Elegy as Vance’s plea for people to stop 
making excuses and blaming others for their ails 
and raise their kids right.

And that is what Oscar-winning director Ron 
Howard (“A Beautiful Mind”) chose to emphasize, to 
distill from Vance’s work, in his big-screen adapta-
tion, which just debuted on Netfl ix. And, it has been 
savaged by critics. “Worst movie of the year.” “Ron 
Howard’s worst fi lm ever.” “Laughably Bad.” “Pov-
erty Porn.” “Shameless Oscar Bait.” 

Poisonous notices, to be sure. I get the “Oscar 
bait” quibble. Glenn Close and Amy Adams — for-
ever the proverbial bridesmaids come Oscar time 
— get their fair share of “big moments” that either 

involve shouting, cursing or teary, red-eyed speech-
es. But laughably bad? The year’s worst? Hardly. In 
fact, I would argue Hillbilly Elegy honors it source 
well, not just through Close and Adams, but also the 
entire cast giving the material all they’ve got. They 
sell it, and they sell it well.

In his memoir, Vance alternated between recol-
lections of growing up in a poor Rust Belt Ohio town 
and a mix of personal observations, interviews and 
references to sociological studies, painting a por-
trait of disillusionment within the white working 
class. His mother, Bev, was salutatorian at her high 
school, but a damaged soul trapped in a vicious cycle 
of drug abuse; heroin, in particular. Vance’s saving 
grace was his grandmother Bonnie, or “mamaw,” as 
he called her. No saint herself, the chain-smoking, 
shambling, perpetually ill maternal fi gure was a 
fountain of foul-mouthed wisdom, preaching the 
importance of family, and family honor, over every-
thing else. Vance was frequently in her care grow-
ing up, especially during Bev’s violently destructive 
bouts with heroin and abusive boyfriends.

As a movie, Hillbilly Elegy can’t follow the same 
structure as the memoir, putting Vance’s life on 

“Hillbilly Elegy” 
Honors Key 

Message 
of Vance’s 

Memoir
by Andrew Tallackson

Haley Bennett (from left), Glenn Close and 
Owen Asztalos star in “Hillbilly Elegy.”

★ ★ ★
“Hillbilly Elegy”

Running time: 116 minutes. Available on Netflix. Rated R 

for language throughout, drug content and some violence.
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pause to illuminate the 
psyche of its social class. 
What Howard does is paint 
that picture in the world the 
Vances inhabit: businesses 
long shuttered, misplaced 
priorities — no money for 
food, but packs of cigarettes 
always at the ready — and 
a genuine collapse in the 
family unit (couples on the 
Vance’s block are seen from 
afar, frequently locked in vio-
lent disputes).

The bleak look and feel 
Howard establishes lays the 
groundwork for his actors.

Close does her trademark 
disappearing act as Bonnie: 
zero makeup, dime-store 
glasses, hunched demeanor, 
hair fried into oblivion. Yes, 
she chews the scenery, but 
she does so meticulously, in 
carefully controlled bursts 
of desperation and feral par-
enting. And Adams, as Bev, 
reeks of failure. Feverishly trying to psyche herself 
up with the latest boyfriend, the new job, but the 
slightest hint of failure inducing a downward spiral. 

Gabriel Basso and Owen Asztalos as the older 
and younger J.D., respectively, are very good in 
diffi cult scenes, particularly Asztalos in the most 
harrowing sequence lifted from the book in which 
J.D. fl ees Bev after she turns abusive while driving. 
What we get from Basso and Asztalos are resilience 
in the face of crushing disappointment, repeatedly 
staring failure in the face and somehow picking up 
the pieces.

We also admire Freida Pinto’s lovely work as 
Usha, J.D.’s future wife. After “Slumdog Million-
aire,” Pinto seemed to get lost in forgettable roles. 
Always window dressing to bigger male stars. But 
here, she is enormously appealing: a beacon of love 
and support for J.D. as his family life crumbles be-
fore an important job interview. Equally compelling 
is Haley Bennett (“The Girl on the Train”) as J.D.’s 
older sister and fi erce protector, Lindsay. Why Ben-
nett, who’s like the second coming of Jennifer Law-

rence, has not become a bigger star is a mystery. 
Performance after performance, she excels at play-
ing the wisest person in the room. 

I suspect the venom spewed at Hillbilly Elegy has 
less to do with what Howard created and more to do 
with leaving the volatile past few years in the dust. 
Vance’s story, to me, ultimately is not about politics, 
but about surviving the impossible. And by that ac-
count, Howard’s fi lm achieves that...and achieves it 
well.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Amy Adams is effective as J.D. Vance’s heroin-addicted mother.
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by Andrew Tallackson

Science-fi ction over the ages has been fascinated 
by whether machines — robots — have the capac-
ity to feel. To elicit genuine emotion. Because if 
these entities of wire and circuitry can grasp what 
it means to be human, could they be the next step in 
evolution...or a threat to civilization?

In fi lms like “Ex-Machina” (2014) and “Termi-
nator 2: Judgment Day” (1991), the argument is a 
resounding no. These creations are computer pro-
grams, behaving as they were designed to do.

But with HBO’s “Westworld” and now HBO Max’s 
“Raised By Wolves,” the answer to whether human-
ity exists within machines is an intriguing “maybe.”

I found “Westworld” to be increasingly madden-
ing. Cold. Smug in its insistence on confounding 
viewers. “Raised By Wolves,” by comparison, is far 
more satisfying. Lavish, fi rst-rate storytelling, with 
a more sympathetic cast than the unappealing an-
droids of “Westworld.”

Every new streaming service, it seems, pulls out 
the big guns when it debuts, intent on one-upping 
each other with A-list talent and top-drawer pro-
duction values. Apple TV+ certainly did with the 
blazing Jennifer Aniston-Reese Witherspoon drama 
“The Morning Show.” “Raised By Wolves” is the 
work of writer Aaron Guzikowski, who created the 
harrowing domestic drama “Prisoners” (2013) with 
Hugh Jackman and Jake Gyllenhaal, and executive 
producer Ridley Scott (“Alien,” “Blade Runner”), 
who also directs the fi rst two episodes.

The premise is science-fi ction lifted straight out 
of 1950s classics that capitalized on the fear and 
paranoia of Cold War nuclear devastation. In the fu-
ture, Earth has destroyed itself by war and confl ict. 
The only hope for humanity is raising children on 
the planet Kepler-22B, watched over by androids. 
In this case, it is the parental unit of Mother (Dan-
ish actress Amanda Collin) and Father (British ac-
tor Abubakar Salim), who try to create a small com-
mune, where structure is essential, among a group 
of fi ve to six children. All representing different 
races and gender.

The other group on Kepler-22B survived a deadly 
crash. Two of them, Marcus (Travis Fimmel) and 
Sue (Niamh Algar), not only changed their identi-
ties beforehand, but also their physical appearances 
to gain passage on the ship.

Religion enters the fray, with heated discussions 
between those known as “atheists” and those who 
pray to an entity known as “Sol.” These theological 
discussions get rather murky, muddying the waters 
of a story that essentially is about rebirth and sur-
vival on a cold, distant planet.

Kepler-22B, indeed, is a triumph of production 

design: a vast, seemingly barren planet fi lmed in 
saturated colors to contrast the emptiness of the 
new world with the colorful hope of its new human 
and android inhabitants.

The most fascinating character in “Raised by 
Wolves” is Mother, known by the human adults as 
a “Necromancer” for her terrifying ability to take to 
the skies in a Christ-like pose, scanning for human 
prey. Mother, however, was reprogrammed shortly 
before leaving Earth by a scientist entreating her 
as humanity’s last hope. Collin, as Mother, is aston-
ishing. We never feel like we are watching a perfor-
mance, but a creature of intricate design. She rarely 
moves like a human. In some cases, inhumanly still, 
her head moving in short tics as if constantly ab-
sorbing her environment. Her voice can be sternly 
maternal one moment, laced with a childlike lilt in 
another, suggesting a capacity to respect human 
emotion. Salim, by contrast, is a cheerful sort as 
Father. Prone to telling riddles. Nurturing in ways 
Mother is not. An outpouring of encouragement that 

“Raised By Wolves” Is Intriguing, Visually Stunning Science-Fiction

signifi es a more human caregiver.
That “Raised By Wolves” is populated by a cast of 

child actors does not mean it is appropriate for chil-
dren. Far from it. When Mother swings into Necro-
mancer mode, the results are chilling — the dark, 
take-no-prisoners underbelly to Mother that keeps 
the children at bay in terms of embracing her like 
they would a human mother. The shocking violence 
makes “Raised By Wolves” more suitable for older 
teens, maybe starting at age 13.

Having said that, the child actors, especially 
Winta McGrath as Campion and Felix Jamieson as 
Paul, are remarkably good, saddled with a tremen-
dous range of emotions and carrying them out like 
old pros.

The last half of the 10-episode “Raised By Wolves” 
is distilled into a confl ict between Mother and her 
brood and Marcus, who has slipped into madness. 
The sad irony of the show is that, in a new world 
designed to offer humanity a newfound hope, it is 
the humans who have brought their old ways with 

Mother (Danish actress Amanda Collin), an android, cares for human children on a distant planet in “Raised By Wolves,” which is streaming on HBO Max.

The two most-impressive performances among the young cast are by 
Felix Jamieson (left) as Paul and Winta McGrath as Campion.

them, stirring up the same trouble that has plagued 
past civilizations on the brink of destroying them-
selves.

Plenty of food for thought, indeed. HBO Max has 
renewed “Raised By Wolves,” and the Episode 10 
cliffhanger defi nitely leaves plenty of unresolved af-
fairs. That we are intrigued enough to hang around 
for more is a sign that all the tremendous talent in-
volved did their job. We’re hooked. Eager for more.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

The gentle nature of Father (British actor Abubakar Salim) is an 
intriguing contrast to the more violent behavior of Mother.
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“Run” is B-movie comfort food done right.
We need thrillers like this every now and then, 

where we gloss over lapses in logic and just roll with 
it because the actors deliver the goods scene after 
scene after scene. In this case, it’s Sarah Paulson 
and newcomer Kiera Allen, who are so good, direc-
tor/co-writer Aneesh Chaganty is able to ratchet up 
the tension because of them.

The movie’s initial plans for a Mother’s Day re-
lease – how devious that would have been – were 
scrapped by COVID-19, which is why it just de-
buted on Hulu. The story is a cross between Ste-
phen King’s “Misery” and Gillian Flynn’s “Sharp 
Objects,” the latter which explored Munchausen 
syndrome by proxy in which a disturbed caregiver 
intentionally makes someone sick.

In “Run,” that person is Diane Sherman (Paul-
son), who homeschools her daughter Chloe (Allen) 
because of a laundry list of illnesses. Confi ned to 
a wheelchair, she’s riddled with asthma. Diabe-
tes. Heart issues. You name it, she has it. During 
a homeschoolers parent meeting, Diane is a por-
trait of compassion, although there is an edge to her 
voice — one Paulson fi res like the verbal equivalent 
of a poisonous dart — that suggests otherwise.

Diane and Chloe live in self-sustained isolation. 
Diane farms her own produce, cooks, cleans, tucks 

Chloe in for bed, complete with a nightly regimen of 
little green-and-white pills.

Chloe is 17. Pretty. Exceptionally bright. Thrilled 
by the possibility of attending college. So intel-
ligent, in fact, she preoccupies herself with intri-
cately designed robotic projects. Which drops “Run” 
into Plot Hole No. 1. A girl as savvy as Chloe would 
have dialed in way before turning 17 that all is not 
right with mommy. But, OK, we gloss over that for 
the sake of the plot, which shows Chloe, little by 
little, locking all the puzzle pieces into place about 
her mother. Problems with the phones. The Inter-
net. Those little green pills are another mystery. 
The prescription bottle has her mother’s name on 
the label, covered up by a newer label with Chloe’s 
name attached.

Hitchcock would have loved a story like this be-
cause he was a big tease. He loved to toy with his 
audience, placing his characters in dire situations 
that seem to stretch beyond their control. “Run” has 
one doozy of a sequence in which Chloe sneaks out 

“Run” Ratchets Up the Thrills With Two Great Performances
by Andrew Tallackson

Sarah Paulson (right) stars as a woman obsessed with controlling her daughter (Kiera Allen) in “Run,” which is streaming on Hulu.

★ ★ ★
“Run”

Running time: 90 minutes. Streaming on Hulu. Rated PG-13 for 

disturbing thematic content, some violence/terror and language

1/2



December 3, 2020 Page 19
THE

NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
On Phase 2 or 
Phase 3 Detail!

Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

of a movie theater, her mother still in her seat, while 
she heads outside to the local pharmacy, specifi cally 
to confi rm her suspicions about her medication. The 
way Chaganty, as director, piles on the hurdles for 
Chloe has a twofold effect. You smile at the twisted 
nature of it, while the tension, as Diane realizes her 
daughter hasn’t come back, is enough to make you 
squirm in your seat.

We realize here that Allen, as Chloe, is a major 
talent. Someone to watch out for. She is sensational 
here. Smart, savagely determined and, in moments 
like the pharmacy scene, a powder keg of feral des-
peration ready to erupt.

Chaganty provides enough backstory for Diane – 
revealed in carefully divulged snippets – so we grasp 
the psychology behind her. Munchausen syndrome 
by proxy is centered more on the unstable caregiver 
than the recipient of that care. A twisted desire to 
feel needed, useful, to erase the emptiness that ex-
ists deep within. And the treat of Paulson here is 
watching Diane gradually unravel, feverishly cover-
ing lie after lie with a host of new mistruths, while 
always redirecting each crisis back to her. Paulson, 
scene by scene, slips into a quivering mass of mad-
ness, yet never catapulting over the edge into camp.

Chloe does fi nd out the whole truth about her 
mother – another plot hole: Chloe’s way-too-easy ac-
cess to the information – but instead of ending in a 
gore-drenched bloodbath, “Run” steers us in a direc-
tion we don’t see coming. The last scene is so diabol-
ical, you laugh at the ingenuity of it. It is immensely 
satisfying. Hitchcock would have been proud.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

The suspenseful highlight of “Run”: a desperate attempt by Chloe 
(Kiera Allen) to seek answers about her medication at the local pharmacy.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Waving Goodbye to Summer at Warren Dunes State Park

Gone — the boys and girls of summer.

Travels
With Charley
by Charles McKelvy

W yy
In this time of COVID-19, super Sunday summer 

bike rides are huge.
No, they were huge.
And that’s the point of this exercise, to wave good-

bye to a strange, but strangely wonderful summer 
at Warren Dunes State Park in Sawyer, Mich.

That’s where I mainly went every Sunday af-
ternoon in summer, after, of course, doing all my 
usual Sunday rounds. I’d come home from the last 
stop, usually to my favorite box store to stock up 
on necessities, letting my impulse buying streak 
run wild, then settle in for a late lunch/early dinner 
with Natalie, then head out for a 17-miler in the 
cool of a summer evening.

Warren  Dunes, which is about four miles from us 
as the gull fl aps, was always the centerpiece of my 
meandering rides.

Why?
Well, you obviously haven’t been there if you have 

to ask.
Warren Dunes State Park, as I have previously 

stated in these pages, has long been the only coun-
try club we would ever join. Warren Dunes, quite 
simply, provides some 1,952 acres of fun in the 
sand, surf and sassafras. We have birded it, biked 
it, hiked it, kayaked along its golden shore, cross-
country skied its trails and just grooved on its very 
proximity.  

When we worked for Classic Catering in Bridg-
man, the highlight of every job was coming home 

Ready for an end-of-summer ride in Warren Dunes State Park.

late at night, utterly exhausted, and rolling down 
the windows as we passed Warren Dunes and sa-
voring the woodsy aroma of campfi re smoke wafting 
over Red Arrow Highway. It was the closest thing 
to watching the fog roll in over San Francisco Bay.
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So, yes, we love Warren Dunes State Park, and 
on Sundays this summer past, I would ride there 
on Natalie’s day off from bicycling and utterly enjoy 
being in the people’s park with people from all over.

I would ride through the campgrounds and wave 
at all the friendly campers, marveling at the ad-
vances in camping equipment since my Scouting 
days in the 1960s.

Then I’d head on down to the beach and enjoy 
watching the masses enjoy a day at what I consider 
THE most beautiful beach on all of Lake Michigan.

Yes, the beaches at Indiana Dunes State Park and 
Indiana Dunes National Park are just as lovely as 
what you’ll fi nd at Warren Dunes, but those beach-
es have something Warren Dunes doesn’t have: in-
your-face, up-close-and-personal views of the mills 
and factories along the southern rim of the lake.

I certainly felt like one when I took my salute-to-
summer ride to Warren Dunes on Sept. 27. Accus-
tomed to sharing the park with the merry masses 
of day-trippers and campers, I was sorry to see the 
three campgrounds I rode through were, at most, a 
third occupied, and that they had closed one of the 
three beach parking lots. The two open lots were no-
where near full, and while there were folks climbing 
up Pikes Peak and running down, there just weren’t 
all that many.  

Speaking of Pikes Peak, I did take a moment to 
remember the annual summer walks from our Prai-
rie Club beach in Harbert to the top of Pikes Peak 
and back. If memory serves, I featured at least one 
of those walks in The Beacher.

Summers, past, right?
Right.
But on Sept. 27, fi ve days after the offi cial start of 

fall, there was a chill in the air. A grim, gray scrim 
had been pulled over the summer sun, and it was 
just falling into fall with a wisp of winter in the 
wind.

Still, the gift shop was open at the beach, the 
clerk saying they hoped to be open through the end 
of October, minus all the fl otation devices. She said 
they would continue to sell apparel, and my eager, 
consumer eye caught a tie-dyed, long-sleeved War-
ren Dunes State Park T-shirt that would do the 
trick  for an October ride to the park. I promised I 
would bring my wallet next week, then rode off into 
the sunset, feeling more than a little morose.   

Summer was well and truly and offi cially over, 
and the other visitors were feeling the bluesy vibe, 
too.  

Something like Samuel Barber’s mournful “Ada-
gio for Strings” should have been playing on the 
public-address system, but it wasn’t, so I played 
it in my head as I charted a course for home and 
smiled, knowing Natalie would think to turn the 
heat on before I got there.

The turkeys were preparing for winter.

You look out at the lake from Warren Dunes in 
any direction, and all you see is the lake. Well, you 
can see the NIPSCO plant in Michigan City if you 
look long enough, but the lake looks to a lot of visi-
tors from the big city like an inland sea. Such a view 
is priceless, which is precisely why I made the beach 
at Warren Dunes the centerpiece of my Sunday af-
ternoon bike rides this summer.

Excuse me, this past summer.
Yes, it’s always bittersweet to see summer come 

to a close, and I really did see that on the last Sun-
day of September, the day the annual Apple Cider 
Century bike ride in Three Oaks would have been 
staged. But nothing has been normal in the year of 
COVID-19, so there were no cider centurions this 
year. No SAG stops and zippy packs of serious cy-
clists enjoying the end of summer on the backroads 
of Berrien County, Mich., and LaPorte County, Ind.

The Apple Cider Century was canceled for good 
reason, but there was no good reason to keep me off 
the roads leading to Warren Dunes State Park on 
Sept. 27.

Let me tell you all about it, perhaps in prose, but 
probably not in verse, because I am not a poet. But 

Parking was no longer a problem.
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360  

“Open 7 Days”  
219-878-1720 Store 

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

WOOD CHIPSALES

219-214-0420

YOU CALL WE HAUL!YOU CALL WE HAUL!

Tired of asking your husband 
to get rid of that old junk?

RENT-A-MAN!
COMMERCIAL• RESIDENTIAL • SENIOR DISCOUNTS • SMALL DEMO

FORECLOSURE • COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT • FREE ESTIMATES

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Michigan City Public Library
The library is open, but with restrictions in place.

Until further notice, hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday. There is no public seating. The 
library also follows LaPorte County Health Depart-
ment’s Public Health Order Face Covering Mandate 
by requiring masks inside the building. Every indi-
vidual must wear a face covering over his/her nose 
and mouth at indoor areas open to the public. The 
circulation and reference desks will have masks 
available for $1.

The following services have been temporarily 
suspended: public programs and meetings; literacy 
tutoring; MakerSpace/3-D printing; study rooms; 
homebound service; interlibrary loan; puppets; puz-
zles; blocks and children’s AWE computers in Youth 
Services; Ellison die cut machine; public faxing; mi-
crofi lm use; magazine/book sale; and acceptance of 
donations.

Access is limited to the computer lab: One session 
(up to one hour) per person per day is allowed. Due 
to social-distancing guidelines, only one person at 
a station at a time. Children are not allowed in the 
computer lab with parents/guardians.

One computer is reserved for genealogy research, 
with time limited to one hour per person per day.

Four charging tables allow a limit of 30 minutes 
per use (no seating is available at these stations).

WiFi is available throughout the building and ex-
terior/parking lot.

The following virtual programming is scheduled: 

• Storytime and Crafts to Go at 10 a.m. Wednes-
days. A new storytime video, aimed at children 
through age 5, will be posted on the website at 
10 a.m. Wednesdays. Each video is available for 
two weeks at the following link: www.mclib.org/
parents/story-time/. New take-home crafts are 
available Wednesdays to accompany the virtual 
storytimes. Visit the Youth Services desk to get 
them. Contact the Youth Services department at 
(219) 873-3045 for more details.

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.mclib.org/
http://www.mclib.org


December 3, 2020 Page 23
THE

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

KAC Adjusts Exhibit Schedule
Having temporarily closed in light of increased 

COVID-19 cases nationwide, Krasl Art Center also 
has shifted its exhibit timeline and programs.

“Artists as Infl uencers: Pathways in Glass” and 
Shelter-in-Place” will remain on view through Jan. 
24, 2021. More information is available on KAC’s 
Facebook and Instagram pages.

The KAC Member’s Show has been rescheduled 
to Jan. 30-March 28, 2021. “Inspired by…” show-
cases member artists, and the people, places and 
objects that infl uenced them. Member artists are 
invited to display one artwork created within the 
past two years that addresses the theme. All media 
is accepted, and artists of every skill set are encour-
aged to enter. Artwork drop-off is Jan. 22-25, 2021. 

Local artist Jennifer Zona, a KAC member, teach-
er and ceramic studio manager, will be featured in 
the artlab gallery on Jan. 30-March 28, 2021.

A new Art & Wellness Pop-Up will be piloted in 
KAC’s recently updated community lounge when 
the center reopens. It moves to Benton Harbor Pub-
lic Library in January. The project is the result of 
a partnership between KAC and Spectrum Health 
Lakeland’s Population Health Department. 

KAC is located at 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, MI. 
Email curatorial@krasl.org or visit www.krasl.org 
for more details.

Historian Retiring After 30 Years
After 30 years, LaPorte County Historian Fern 

Eddy Schultz will retire at the year’s end, becoming 
LaPorte County historian emeritus.

Schultz was appointed to the po-
sition in 1991, working to preserve, 
share and promote LaPorte County 
history. Her accomplishments in-
clude leading the restoration of Pine 
Lake Cemetery’s Eason Chapel in 
1993, writing many books, articles 
and columns on local historical top-
ics, compiling and preserving histor-
ical records, producing exhibits and 

serving as a speaker for many history programs.

In 2002, Schultz received the Hubert Hawkins 
History Award from the Indiana Historical Society. 
In 2017, the LaPorte County Historical Society ded-
icated The Fern Eddy Schultz Research Library to 
honor her research, education and preservation of 
LaPorte County history.

She also has served on the boards of the Pine Lake 
Cemetery Association, LaPorte County Historical 
Society and many other history organizations.

“I will still be available at netster@csinet.net and 
would enjoy hearing from each and every one who 
I have had contact with over these wonderful 30 
years,” Schultz said in a press release.

Schultz

mailto:netster@csinet.net
mailto:curatorial@krasl.org
http://www.krasl.org
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• A.K. Smith Career Center, 817 Lafayette St., 

Michigan City, 7:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4.
• Trinity Lutheran Church, 907 Michigan Ave., La-

Porte, 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8.
• LaPorte County Fairgrounds, 2581 W. Indiana 2, 

noon-5 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 9.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling 

well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

Chesterton Art Center
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St., is offer-

ing monthly children’s art classes during the school 
year taught on Zoom by Jennifer Aitchison.

All materials are included in the tuition and can 
be picked up from the center. Students actively par-
ticipate in learning while studying a major move-
ment of modern art history each month. All classes 
include drawing in some form and exposure to me-
diums such as painting, printmaking, sculpture, 
collage, drawing, weaving and paper arts. On-site 
classes may be added later when it is safe to do so.

The December focus is cubism, as well as local 
nature in winter. Animals from the Arctic and Ant-
arctic will be created in a cubism-inspired mixed-
media piece. 

The schedule is:
• Monday, 1:30-3 p.m., homeschool, 8- to 15-year-

olds.
• Monday, 3:30-5 p.m., elementary, 8- to 12-year-

olds.
• Tuesday, 1-2 p.m., preschool/K, 3- to 5-year-olds.
• Tuesday, 4-5:30 p.m., 5- to 8-year-olds.
• Wednesday, 3:30-5 p.m., 5- to 8-year-olds.
• Thursday, 1:30-3 p.m., 8- to 15-year-olds.
• Thursday, 3:30-5p.m., fi fth through eighth grades.
• Thursday, 5:30-7 p.m., 13- to 18-year-olds.

December tuition is prorated. The normal pro-
gram is four weeks, but December is three weeks to 
accommodate winter breaks. A make-up day will be 
offered for those signing up for a Monday class. So, 
the tuition is $67.50 for high school, middle school, 
elementary and homeschool students (the member 
rate is $52.50), and $56.25 for preschool and kin-
dergarten students (the member rate is $41.25).  
Preschoolers will need assistance from someone at 
home. Visit www.chestertonart.com or Eventbrite.
com for more details.

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Visit www.chestertonart.com for more details.

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.chestertonart.com
http://www.chestertonart.com


December 3, 2020 Page 25
THE

the Beacher Business Printers

911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN

(219) 879-0088
FAX (219) 879-8070

Kevin Murphy Products

Auto • Truck • Boat • RV
Fall & Winter Special
BUFF,WAX, & SEAL 

$50 OFF
Services Included:

Machine buff, hand wax, seal by hand. Remove all 
surface scratches if needed. Interior vacuumed 

and wiped down. Windows in & out.

FREE LEATHER TREATMENT 

Stop in for an estimate & SAVE $50!! 

Lakeshore Executive Detailing LLC.
3213 E. U.S. 12

Michigan City, IN 46360        (219) 879-1250
lakeshoreexecutive@hotmail.com

Tire Piles Removed from Preserves
Save the Dunes fi nally bid good riddance to sev-

eral tire piles this fall that were dumped at three 
Lake County nature preserves.

With funding support from bp, Save the Dunes 
had the fi nancing to hire Northern Indiana Me-
chanical to remove and properly dispose of the 
tires. The preserves included Shirley Heinze Land 
Trust’s Ivanhoe South Nature Preserve, the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources’ Pine Station Na-
ture Preserve in Gary and Save the Dunes’ Martin 
Oil property in Hammond. A total of 250 tires were 
removed from the sites.

These preserves have been the focus of extensive 
efforts from all three organizations to revitalize and 
restore the area’s rare dune and swale habitat.

It was during an October 2019 site visit to de-
velop land-management plans for Martin Oil, with 
support from the Indiana Lake Michigan Coastal 
Program, that Save the Dunes’ Senior Program Spe-
cialist Victoria Wittig fi rst observed the tires.

Realtor Ring Day
LaPorte County Realtors will participate in the 

national Realtor Ring Day to support The Salvation 
Army in Michigan City and LaPorte from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4.

Members of the LaPorte County Association 
of Realtors will ring bells in 
Michigan City at both Al’s Su-
permarkets locations (Frank-
lin Street and Karwick Plaza), 
and in LaPorte at Kroger and 
Al’s.

Funds raised will remain in 
their respective communities 
to fund Salvation Army pro-
grams. It will aid services such 
as food pantries, utility assis-

tance and Pathway of Hope case management.
More information about The Salvation Army is 

available at www.samichigancity.org or calling (219) 
874-6885 in Michigan City; or by visiting www.
salaporte.org or calling (219) 326-5342 in LaPorte. 
Those interesting in volunteering to ring a bell at a 
red kettle can sign up at www.RegisterToRing.com

http://www.samichigancity.org
http://www.salaporte.org
http://www.salaporte.org
http://www.RegisterToRing.com
mailto:lakeshoreexecutive@hotmail.com
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A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher has begun  

new office hours

Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thank you for your patience 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

 Interior/Exterior Painter 
For Only $275 A Day

Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $550 A Day

 Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $750 A Day

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER

312.343.9143

INTERIOR
DESIGN

Northern IN • Southwest MI • Metro Chicago

Holiday Gift Gallery
Art Barn School of Art’s Holiday Gift Gallery will 

sell fi ne art and fi ne crafts to support local artists 
and art-educational programs.

Shopping hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
additional Wednesday hours from noon to 4 p.m. 
through Dec. 23 or by appointment by calling (219) 
462-9009.

Art Barn is located at 695 N. County Road 400 
East, Valparaiso. Visit www.artbarnschool.org for 
more details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following program will be offered:

• Beginner Bird Drawing & Painting Work-
shop from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13.

Local artist Kristina Knowski will provide hands-
on guidance, working from the park’s mounted bird 
specimens, so participants can draw, learn and 
paint diverse Dunes bird life. Register by visiting 
Knowski’s Arts Facebook event and clicking on her 
Eventbrite page.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

Wreaths Across America
The Three Oaks Rebecca Dewey Chapter of the 

National Daughters of the American Revolution is 
working to ensure all veterans laid to rest at Fort 
Custer National Cemetery are honored on National 
Wreaths Across America Day. 

This year, the ceremony will be held simultane-
ously at more than 2,100 locations across the coun-
try Saturday, Dec. 19. The goal is to place a live, bal-
sam fi r veteran’s wreath at the headstone of every 
veteran buried there.

Each wreath sponsorship costs $15. The Rebecca 
Dewey Chapter not only is raising money to put 
wreaths on veteran’s graves, but also a portion of 
the proceeds will be donated to the local Blue Star 
Mothers group and a local veteran’s group. Funds 
will be collected through Dec. 15.

Fort Custer National Cemetery is located in Au-
gusta, Mich. Anyone interested in donating to the 
Wreaths Across America effort, or needs additional 
information, should contact Sandy Wilhoit, Rebecca 
Dewey NS-DAR, at sswilhoit@aol.com

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
mailto:sswilhoit@aol.com
http://www.artbarnschool.org
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 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 30 years in business

Opening April 15: 2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
Dec. 5 — Lubeznik Center for the Arts free 

Virtual Family Day, 1-2 p.m. Info: (219) 874-4900, 
hhammond@lubeznikcenter.org

Dec. 5 — Snowfl ake Parade, 4 p.m., 10th Street 
& north on Franklin Street. Festival of Lights, 30 
min. after parade, Washington Park.

Dec. 8 — Friends of New Buffalo Library Zoom pre-
sentation (Berrien County plant & animal species), 7 
p.m. EST. Free. Log-in information: www.newbuffa-
lotownshiplibrary.org, new.buffalo.fol@gmail.com

Dec. 10 — Acorn Watch Party: The Bergamot’s 
Holiday Concert, 8 p.m. EST. Free. Info: www.
acornlive.org

Dec. 12 — Acorn Live Stream: Bryan Lubeck 
Hosts Christmas at the Acorn, 8 p.m. EST. Free. 
Info: www.acornlive.org

Through Dec. 31 — New exhibit, “New Views,” 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays/11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
weekends. Closed Tuesdays. Info: www.lubeznikcen-
ter.org, (219) 874-4900.

Through Jan. 4, 2021 — Works by Jamie Mc-
Neil, Queen of All Saints Catholic Church Legacy 
Center, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 
p.m. Info: jessicar@qas.org.

In the Region
Dec. 3 — Harbor Country Hikers Zoom 

presentation, 7 p.m. EST. Topic: how animals and 
plants survive winter in Michigan. Info: www.
harborcountryhikers.com/events

Dec. 5 — Holiday Market Pop-Up Shop: Artist 
Liz Kuntz, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. EST, Fernwood Botanical 
Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988 Range Line 
Road, Niles, Mich. Info: (269) 695-6491, www.
fernwoodbotanical.org

Through Dec. 20 — Elkhart Juried Regional 
Art Exhibition, Midwest Museum of American Art, 
429 S. Main St., Elkhart. Hours (all times Eastern): 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Info: 
info@midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-6660.

Through Dec. 23 — Holiday Gift Gallery, 
Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 
East, Valparaiso. Shopping hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tue., Thur., Fri.; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat.; additional 
Wednesday hours: noon-4 p.m. through Dec. 23; 
by appointment — (219) 462-9009. Info: www.
artbarnschool.org for more details.

Through Jan. 3, 2021 — “‘A Christmas Story’ 
Comes Home Exhibit,” Hammond’s Indiana Wel-
come Center, 7770 Corinne Drive. Center hours: 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. daily. Info: www.achristmasstorycome-
shomes.com

Through Jan. 13, 2021 — Members Art Show, 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Regular busi-
ness hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Sat. Info: www.chestertonart.com, (219) 926-4711.

mailto:hhammond@lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.newbuffa-lotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffa-lotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffa-lotownshiplibrary.org
mailto:new.buffalo.fol@gmail.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
mailto:jessicar@qas.org
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com/events
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com/events
http://www.fernwoodbotanical.org
http://www.fernwoodbotanical.org
mailto:info@midwestmuseum.us
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.achristmasstorycome-shomes.com
http://www.achristmasstorycome-shomes.com
http://www.achristmasstorycome-shomes.com
http://www.chestertonart.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Looking for home — black female cat

 Healthy, active, indoor/outdoor pet. Has checkups, grooming from vet. 
Lovable, sleeps on bed at night. Can be single pet, ok with male cat/small 

dogs
Call (812) 333-2639

Local family trying to find their forever home!
We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 

again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community 

theater and as church worship team keyboardist. 
Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.

Do you remember Music of Oz? Miss Pattie? It’s time to sign up for our 
Winter Session of Zoom Wondermusic! Tunes ‘n Jams Family Class for 
ages 1-5 years (one tuition for the family), and Cadenza class for kinder-
garten and first grade. Details about curriculum, tuition/supplies cost and 

registration can be found at musicofoz.com
Reiki Meditation and Healing by Ross Crean at Lakeside Inn 

15251 Lakeshore Road, Lakeside, MI
Socially distanced, and with your health and healing in mind. 

45 minutes/$60 • 60 minutes/$70 
Please call (708) 439-0564 for further info. 

BUSINESS SERVICES
CLOROX WIPES, INFRARED THERMOMETERS – FIRME’S

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003. 
Michigan City store temporarily closed – (219) 874-3455.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

November/December is our annual 1/2 price jewelry sale! Includes all 
jewelry and related accessories. Also, check our weekly in-store specials.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
ALL THINGS GOLF! Lost a club? Broke a Club? Hate a club?

Call Lefty for a replacement or other options at (219) 873-0858.
Adams, Bridgestone, Callaway, Cleveland, Cobra, Mizuno, Ping, Srixon, 
Spalding, Taylormade, Titleist, Tour Edge, Wilson and more. Starter sets 

with bag starting at $30. If I don’t have it, you don’t need it! Play safe, stay 
safe. Lefty’s Pro Shop. We have met the enemy — It is us. POGO

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING — Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. Call Darla at (219) 878-3347.

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 13 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
23 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. 

Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, 
deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free esti-

mate. (219) 229-0034
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

PK Precise Cleaning: Your Space, My Masterpiece
Residential, offices, vacation, condo cleans, deep cleans, COVID cleans. 

References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
THE EXTERIOR REPAIR MAN: SMALL JOBS, FAIR PRICE 

ROOF: Leak and shingle repairs. Siding: fascia, soffits, custom metal 
wrap. Seamless Gutters: installation, downspouts, screens, adjustments. 

Decks: Repairs, power washing, misc. work. Trees. 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015. References.

APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321
WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • Garage Organizer
• Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years exp.

We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 

anything. No job too big or too small!
Guaranteed roof repairs • Commercial & residential

Flat-roof specialist with 30-years experience
Shingle repairs • Exterior repairs • Free estimates

Text for fastest reply: Bob at (219) 878-8770
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:callpaul4321@gmail.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
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WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Fall cleanup, gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, 

mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 
Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in 

RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 
the beauty of their outdoor design. 

Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Fall Cleanup. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small tree removal, mulch, 
weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aer-

ating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 
mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

906 Franklin St. commercial space for lease Jan 1st.
Uptown Arts District, 2,300 sq ft, 14’ tin ceiling, wood floors.

Call (313) 282-7514
RENTALS INDIANA

Furnished 9BR/5BA rental Dec.-May in Sheridan Beach. 
$2,500. Call (219) 319-1515 

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
FOR SALE OR LEASE IN NEW BUFFALO, MICH.

1BR condo, all appliances. Pool. Water, sewer, trash included. 
Immediate possession. Walk to the beach. Very good condition. 

$1,000 deposit. $1,000 month, 1-year lease. Call (219) 262-4693

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

For more than 35 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron. This week,  
we thank Margaret Coffey!

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately. You can reach us at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
http://www.thebeacher.com
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A Dog’s Perfect Christmas by W. Bruce Cam-
eron (hardcover, $15.99 retail in bookstores and on-
line; also available as an eBook. 273 pages.)

“Turns out…no matter how great your plan is, 
nothing ever goes the way you think it will. It’s how 
you react to the unexpected challenges of life that re-
ally matters.” 

This universal truth doesn’t make its appearance 
until near the end of this story, but it also provides 
a great introduction to a book I al-
most put aside because it started out 
too slow and sad. But, my philoso-
phy about reading is, give the story 
a chance.

Cameron became an overnight 
sensation with his bestselling A 
Dog’s Purpose in 2010 and its ar-
rival on the big screen not long af-
ter. A whole series of books followed. 
I thought this novella was heading 
for a too, too depressing storyline. 
But something kept me reading, and 
I’m glad I did. The holiday season is 
in full swing, and this shorter story, 
in a more compact size, may just be 
what we need right now — people 
facing strife and personal pain who 
persevere and reinforce the human 
capacity for sharing the burden of 
whatever life throws at us. It all comes down to one 
4-letter word. Love.

Meet the Goss family of Traverse City, Mich.: fa-
ther Hunter, a corporate-facilities director; mother 
Juliana, former litigator and now mother to three: 
13-year-old Ello and 3-year-old twins, Ewan and 
Garrett. There’s also Sander, Hunter’s 67-year-old 
father living with them since his wife died two years 
ago. Almost forgot, there’s also Sander’s wolfhound, 
Winstead, about as old as Hunter, only in dog years, 
of course!

From Page 1, this is a family in trouble. Ello, short 
for Eloise, grudgingly makes Sander his breakfast 
every morning, sets it down and walks out of his 
room. No conversation, other than “do you need any-
thing else?”

The twins can tax the patience of a saint, and the 
parents, well…

Juliana is feeling the loss of her identity as a 
woman and former darn-good litigator, while Hunt-
er is feeling the pressure of redesigning the worksta-
tions of the corporation he works for. His new boss 
is highly critical of everything, and with Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas coming up, he could be out of a 
job by January if this project falls through. On the 
other hand, if Hunter succeeds, he may get a promo-

tion. Unfortunately, it would mean spending a lot of 
time traveling around the country to all the satel-
lite offi ces. Seems he can’t win.

Ello is lost in the normal hormone rage of a 13 
year old, thinks no one could understand what 
she is going through, and is at the beck and call of 
Brittne, her BFF,  the prettiest and snottiest girl in 
class who Ello tries so hard to please. Yeah, typical 
teenager.

And because everyone is deep in their own prob-
lems, no one actually talks to each 
other to resolve the simplest of 
things. Have I described The Average 
American Family?!

Things are coming to a head when 
Juliana admits to Hunter she is not 
happy with her life. Divorce? She 
won’t say. 

One day, Juliana isn’t feeling well. 
Flu? Head cold? Only it doesn’t go 
away. She’s fi nally admitted to the 
hospital…and whatever is going on, 
it isn’t good. Can this family come to-
gether and work as a loving, helpful 
team? Only time will tell…

There are small victories to come in 
this family  — new duties are spread 
around, even though everyone still 
holds back what they are thinking. A 
new boy in class has Ello’s head spin-

ning, her BFF Brittne dumps her and she fi nds out 
her grandfather is not the old crab she used to think 
he was. The world is upside down!

In the middle of all this, Hunter still doesn’t know 
if he will have a job after Christmas, or if Juliana 
will make it through her crisis. He’s so wrapped up 
in these two things, he overlooks, at fi rst, all that is 
happening with the rest of his family. For example, 
Sander has acquired a “harem” of widows since he 
started taking the twins to the playground! And 
Ello has found a stray puppy on her way home from 
school one day…although maybe the puppy found 
her. Problem — parents said no more pets in the 
house. Winstead was enough. Hmm, Ello will have 
to work on that one.

Funny and heartfelt moments exist here, also. I 
loved the way Hunter can’t accept that his daughter 
is growing up, wishing there is a pill or something 
to keep her the little girl who crawled up in his lap. 
The twins provide many moments of laughter, too. 
Remember having a 3-year-old? Now imagine dou-
bling that mischief!

All in all, this is a lovely little book that has much 
to say about family, love and commitment. For a 
small book, it carries one heck of a punch!

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

LAPORTE 

4br/2ba / $289,000
Andrew Harrell • 312.998.9379 

1504MichiganAveLP.info

VALPARAISO 

4br/3ba / $249,800
Linda Wiechnik-Goble • 219.973.8040

1100Mccord.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/1ba / $109,900
Karen Pavy • 219.210.0494 

3039Woodrow.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/2.1ba / $595,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012 

1660N500.info

CHESTERTON 

4br/2ba / $350,000
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090 
726SCalumetRoad.info

VALPARAISO 

3br/2.1ba / $799,900
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090 
718OldSumanRoad.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

4br/2ba / $599,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012 
1809LakeShoreDrive.info

LONG BEACH 

3br/3ba / $875,000
Anna Radtke • 219.221.0920 

2043LakeShore.info

NEW CARLISLE 

4br/4ba / $798,000
Lora Schmitt • 219.575.2412 

8421HeronLakeDr.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave, Long Beach, IN 46360
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6 beds, 3.5 baths | $1,595,000
Doug Waters 219-874-5209
BEACHFRONT PROPERTY!

More Info: https://bit.ly/3jwTZb1

$495,000
Listing #483604

3 beds, 1.5 bath | 1,650 sq ft
Sandy Rubenstein 219-448-0249

https://bit.ly/3mraW8A

This 1936 Art Deco home is on a large corner double lot around the corner from the
Long Beach Country Club. Featuring 3 bedrooms and 1.5 new bathrooms, this home

offers hardwood floors that are placed throughout the rooms. Other desirable
features include brand new windows and plumbing updates along with other

upgrades. This property has a new water line from the street and has 2 gorgeous
fireplaces perfect for social gatherings. The large 3 seasons room gives a country feel
with the greenery and nature views. There are also several balconies overlooking the

terraced lots and nature surrounding the home. Call today for a private showing!

Call us to hear about investment opportunities for you today!

https://bit.ly/3jwTZb1
https://bit.ly/3mraW8A

