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Marvelous Mural
by Kim Nowatzke

Neil Kienitz works on the mural for the NECA Northern Indiana Chapter offi ce. The underpainting in burnt sienna can be seen on the two panels.

Thanks to the creative inspiration of a Mich-
igan City artist and the foresight of an area 
executive, personnel and visitors to a Mich-
igan City offi ce can enjoy quite the conver-
sation piece. 

When Matthew LaFree started his position as ex-
ecutive manager of the Northern Indiana Chapter 
of National Electrical Contractors Association 3 1/2 
years ago, he admired a commissioned 42 x 36-inch 
piece representing Washington, D.C., in the foyer of 
the offi ce at 105 Woodland Court. Created in 2001 
in honor of the national association’s centennial 

anniversary, it got LaFree to thinking about what 
could be done in the offi ce to commemorate 2019’s 
75th anniversary of the local chapter. 

“I thought it would be nice to have something 
representative of our area instead of D.C.,” he ex-
plained. 

That was when he began the search for a local 
artist to carry out his vision. He reached out to Ja-
net Bloch, Lubeznik Center for the Arts executive 
director, who highly recommended Neil Kienitz. 
LaFree was familiar with Kienitz’s work through 

Continued on Page 2
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mingle them,” Kienitz said. “That was probably the 
biggest challenge for me.” 

LaFree wanted to include the Oliver tractor and 
Studebaker car because they were once manufac-
tured in South Bend. Kienitz said he wanted to min-
imize the steel mills for aesthetic purposes, but still 
include the image because it’s an important part of 
Northwest Indiana history. 

For the Studebaker, LaFree sent Kienitz a sug-
gested image. The artist, however, said he must 
have looked at 700-800 more to be sure, but fi nally 
decided on the original one LaFree offered of a 1951 
Champion. 

“When I fi nished, I realized that no one was driv-
ing the car,” Kienitz said. “We had decided not to 
have people, but felt it was needed, so we added a 
silhouette fi gure inside.” 

For some of the other subjects, Kienitz took pho-
tographs. For others, such as the barn, the image 

materialized out of 
his own imagina-
tion. The barn pro-
vided perfect, sub-
tle space to include 
the NECA logo, 
while also making 
sure it wasn’t over-
powering.

“At fi rst, the 
barn didn’t look 
old enough,” Kien-
itz said. “I painted 
over the whole barn 
with slightly warm 
and slightly cool 
grays, then wiped 
it off with a paper 
towel to make it 
look faded.” 

It’s hard to estimate exactly how many hours Ki-
enitz spent on the mural. 

“There’s a lot of planning which goes on all the 
time. It’s not all painting,” he explained. “Art-relat-
ed things are on my mind all the time.” 

Kienitz said he began the drawings for the mu-
ral at the start of this year and completely fi nished 
the project in April. He had to build the panels on 
which the mural was ultimately painted. They are 
constructed out of hardboard, similar to Masonite, 

his involvement in a series of South Shore posters. 
These were produced beginning in the mid-1990s as 
a mix of commercial and fi ne art by eight artists 
to highlight one of the last electric interurban rail-
roads in the United States. 

Kienitz and LaFree fi rst began discussing their 
plans for the NECA project in the summer of 2019. 

It would be created in a “realistic style,” Kienitz 
said. “I wanted it to have a very subtle illustrative 
style to it – a contemporary feel, but not a cartoony 
look.”

The two ultimately decided on a three-panel mu-
ral measuring 12 feet 2 inches wide and 42 inches 
high. Each panel measures 48 inches wide and 42 
inches tall, with an inch between each panel. Ki-
enitz’s medium for the piece was water-soluble oils. 

Kienitz created 
his fi rst mural in 
2004 for Michi-
gan City Animal 
Hospital, 2525 E. 
Michigan Blvd. At 
13.5 feet wide and 
10 feet high, it was 
quite the under-
taking. 

“When (owner) 
Rex Bailey fi rst 
proposed the idea, 
it was scary. I told 
myself, ‘It’s just a 
big painting,’” Ki-
enitz explained. 

The NECA mu-
ral would need to 
symbolize the 11 
counties that make up its Northern Indiana chap-
ter, including: Lake and Newton counties in the 
west, Jasper and Pulaski in the south, and Elkhart, 
Cass and Kosciusko to the east. 

He and LaFree ultimately decided on seven pri-
mary subjects that best represented the coverage 
area: the Dunes, steel mills, Michigan City Light-
house, a barn, The University of Notre Dame, a 
Studebaker car and an Oliver tractor. 

“I didn’t want to divide them. I wanted to inter-

Marvelous Mural Continued from Page 1

Matt LaFree and Neil Kienitz are photographed with the mural Kienitz created. LaFree is exec-
utive manager of the Northern Indiana Chapter of National Electrical Contractors Association.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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that is made out of very fi ne wood products pressed 
together. 

“I like to paint on hardwood panels rather than 
canvas because they have less spring and a far 
smoother surface,” Kienitz said. 

Next, a special oil primer was used on the panels. 
To actually transfer the components of the piece, 

such as the barn or car, he used a system he’s per-
fected over the past two decades. First, Kienitz drew 
each one at a comfortable size. He then took each to 
The Beacher to get copies made at different sizes – 
both slightly smaller and slightly larger – so he had 
plenty to consider. He took the cut-out components 
and placed them all together on one page, which Re-
prographic Arts enlarged for him. 

Kienitz then taped the large page to the panels 
and placed a piece of homemade graphite paper un-
derneath the drawing. He traced over the drawn 
components with a red pen, which transferred each 
to the board. Then, the underpainting process with 
semi-transparent paint (so as not to cover up the 
components that have been transferred) began. 

“One of the principles of design is harmony, and 
one of the subprinciples of harmony is repetition,” 
Kienitz said. “One function of underpainting is to 
enhance the degree of harmony.” 

Kienitz said he knew the dominant color fam-
ily would be cool-temperature blues, blue-greens 
and blue-violets, so he wanted a contrasting warm 
color. He chose burnt sienna. The fi nished layer of 
painting  (over the underpainting) involves painting 
shapes and leaving spaces of the underpainting col-
or to shine through to create an illusion of lines. The 
linework isn’t actually painted. The fi nished shapes 
with very narrow spaces between them create the 
illusion of linework. 

Neil Kienitz is photographed working on drawings 
for the NECA 75th anniversary mural.

Continued on Page 4

The Patrick's Grille staff has worked diligently these             
past several months through many days of  uncertainty.
We have made the difficult decision to temporarily close    
our doors for in-side dining to ensure the safety of our     
staff and guests.

Although our door is closed our hearts are 
open and we will continue to provide curbside 
and catering services. We are here to help 
make this holiday season memorable. 
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CLEAN & SHINE SERVICES
Experience the Difference 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

300 Arthur Street D 
Michigan City, IN 46360

Fully Insured

Cell 574-440-4816

Office 219-809-9359

• Professional 
• Experienced

Weekly - Monthly 
Bi-Weekly - One Time

SERVICES: Carpet & Upholstery
Tile & Grout & VCT • Windows & Gutters
Pressure Washing • Dryer Vent • Wood Floors 
Area Rugs • Mattresses • Boat & RV 
Hard Floors • Carpet Stretching • Janitorial
Home & Building Maintenance

We would like to thank the community for 
supporting St. Stanislaus. Wishing you a Merry 

Christmas and a New Year filled with Prosperity, 
Health and Great Happiness!

.

“Often, underpaintings are done in numerous 
values of one or two colors,” Kienitz said. “It’s not 
always a fl at color as in this case. Underpainting is 
incredibly important to the creation of fi ne art.”

Marvelous Mural Continued from Page 3

Neil Kienitz completes the NECA logo on the 
rural barn he painted for the offi ce mural.

Kienitz shared another challenge the mural 
posed.

“Sometimes, I had to be working on two panels at 
the same time because I had to be using the exact 
same color and brush load where they lined up,” he 

Neil Kienitz paints an Oliver tractor that 
was once manufactured in South Bend.

said. “The multi-panel process made for an interest-
ing experience.” 

While the fi nished mural hangs in one of the main 
offi ce spaces easily seen from the lobby entrance, a 
total of 40 high-quality copies were made by Bukva 
Imaging. The 11 current NECA board members will 
receive a 58.5-inch wide by 25-inch high matted and 
framed copy as a holiday gift, while the remaining 
29 former board members will receive an unframed 
copy. 

“We are very pleased with how it turned out,” 
LaFree said.

 This high quality image taken by Walt Bukva of Bukva Imaging was made so copies of the mural could be distributed to 
present and former board members of the NECA Northern Indiana Chapter.
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THE BEST 
LEARNING 
HAPPENS 
IN PERSON
Learn more about our 190-acre 
   campus, small class sizes, 

and in-person learning at 
lalumiere.org
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra will pres-
ent the 26th annual “Holiday at the Pops” as a vir-
tual concert at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12.

No in-person seating is planned because of CO-
VID-19. The performance will be recorded live at 
LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. Conduc-
tor Chuck Steck and the LCSO will present holiday 
favorites, joined by soloists Cripple Creek and tenor 
Tim King.

The performance, presented without intermis-
sion, will include Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker Suite,” 
a new arrangement of “Have Yourself a Merry Little 

Holiday at the Pops to Feature Student Apprentices

Gard Giuliani Keen Lilly

Morros Oeseburg Sirugo Sleeper

Christmas” for the gentlemen of Cripple Creek, and 
arrangements of Mannheim Steamroller and the 
Trans-Siberian Orchestra.

Eight student apprentices will perform with the 
full orchestra: Brad Oeseburg, cello; Logan Gard, 
clarinet; Afyah Giuliani, violin; Jacob Keen, trum-
pet; Danielle Lilly, bassoon; Ayden Morros, percus-
sion; Victor Sirugo, piano; and Zoe Sleeper, horn.

“Pay per View” tickets are available for $20 at 
www.lcso.net only. The concert will be available for 
viewing until New Year’s Day, 2021.  

Visit www.lcso.net for more details.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.lcso.net
http://www.lcso.net
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101 E LAKE FRONT DRIVE
Beverly Shores, Indiana
4 BEDROOMS/4 BATHS

$1,650,000

2902 RIDGE ROAD
Long Beach, Indiana

5 BEDROOMS/4.5 BATHS
$1,585,000

1080 N 400 E
Chesterton, Indiana

5 BEDROOMS/4.5 BATHS
$1,250,000

4200 W SCHULTZ ROAD
LaPorte, Indiana

6 BEDROOMS/4 FULL, 3 HALF BATHS
$899,000

1311 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Sheridan Beach, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS
$599,000

1711 ROSAMOND DRIVE
Long Beach, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS
$499,000

10340 N GRAND BEACH ROAD
Michigan City, Indiana
3 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS

$325,000

3415 IROQUOIS TRAIL
Duneland Beach, Indiana

OVER 1/4 ACRE LOT
$285,000

107 MAYFIELD DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

100x129 LOT READY TO BUILD
$23,500

PRICE REDUCED $100,000

BUILD TO SUIT

NEW PRICE
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

Barker Mansion
The staff at Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St., 

have released the December schedule of events.
December hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday 

through Sunday. For the three Fridays before 
Christmas, the hours are from 4 to 9 p.m.

Visitors can stop by to see the gingerbread vil-
lage, which is designed and built by Michigan City 
area non-profi ts and elementary schools.

Tours are available of pop-up exhibits that look 
at the history and traditions of winter holidays 
through the ages. 

Visit www.barkermansion.com for reservations 
or more details.

Harbor Country Singers
To mark its fi fth anniversary, Harbor Country 

Singers’ Christmas celebration will include two free 
performances Sunday, Dec. 13.

The fi rst concert is at 3 p.m. EST at Sawyer (Mich.) 
Highlands Church, 13100 Red Arrow Highway. The 
second is at 6 p.m. EST at Converge Community 
Church, 601 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, Mich.

Sponsored by The School of American Music in 
Three Oaks, Mich., the program will include famil-
iar carols and songs, performances by area musi-
cians and a debut appearance by a brass quintet 
assembled especially for the day. A diverse mix of 
music educators, performers, a farmer and LaPorte 
City Band members, the players are Madison Kutch 
and Chuck Steck on trumpet, Donna Mitchell on 
French horn, Steve Watson on trombone and Rich-
ard Watson on tuba.

Both venues will be arranged to accommodate 
large gatherings and social distancing. Guests will 
be asked to sign in, and masks will be required for 
the duration of the concert. Space is limited for the 
concerts. Visit https://schoolofamericanmusic.com 
for reservations.

The program will be available through Facebook 
Live on the SAM Facebook page for those unable 
to attend. The performances are supported by The 
Pokagon Fund.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
https://schoolofamericanmusic.com
http://www.barkermansion.com
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4 bdrm 3 bath4 bdrm 3 bath
18 x 32 inground POOL18 x 32 inground POOL
downtown New Buffalodowntown New Buffalo
walk to everything!walk to everything!
$684,000$684,000

“born” 1965“born” 1965
2500+ finished sf2500+ finished sf
huge fenced yardhuge fenced yard
possible 2nd ensuitepossible 2nd ensuite
SUPER RENTALSUPER RENTAL

sheila carlson

selling homes inc

219.874.1180

219.861.3702 cell

sheila@sellinghomesinc.com

licensed in IN/MI

LOCATION!

mailto:sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
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Celebrate the Season's Traditions
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and Las Posadas!
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The Kal-Haven is a Trail for All Seasons

Nothing better than a fall ride on the Kal-Haven.

When we all began sheltering-in-place earlier 
this year, we reckoned we had better lay in a pru-
dent supply of dry goods. 

That meant only one trip: a deadhead run to 
Country Life Natural Foods at 6451 52nd St. in 
Pullman, Mich., to lay in a supply of beans, oat-
meal, dried fruit, bulgar wheat and whatever else 
might catch our fancy.

But in going to County Life, we had in the back 
of our minds a winter walk on the Kal-Haven Trail.  
How best to get through the pandemic than a walk, 
in any season, on that linear state park that extends 
some 33 miles from South Haven and Lake Michi-
gan on the west to Kalamazoo on the east.  While 
the Kal-Haven doesn’t actually run into the Celery 
City, it does connect on the east end with the Ka-
lamazoo Valley River Trail, which will run you right 
into downtown Ka’zoo.

We know, because we have ridden and walked ev-
ery inch of the Kal-Haven.

And we knew on that bleak day in late February, 
when the whole world seemed to be shutting down, 
that we had to get out for a walk in nature after our 
provisioning trip to Country Life Natural Foods.

And that’s just what we did, even though there 
was still packed-down snow on the trail from snow-
mobilers.

So, we charted a course from Pullman to Grand 
Junction, parked for free in the trail lot and headed 
east on foot on the Kal-Haven. Train spotting in Grand Junction

Travels
With Charley
by Charles McKelvy

W yy

I can’t begin to tell you 
how good it felt to be back 
on that elixir of longevity 
that we know and love as 
the Kal-Haven Trail.

We peered ahead 
through the tunnel of 
over-arching trees and 
imagined what they 
would look like when 
they started budding out 
in spring or fully leafed 
in summer. And the fall 
color on the Kal-Haven?

Are you kidding me?

It is to ride for, and ride 
the Kal-Haven in fall we 
have. Many times, this, 
the year of COVID-19.

Allow me to elaborate:

On an absolutely splen-
did October morn, we 
put the rack on the car, 
mounted the bikes to it 
and headed back to Grand 
Junction. Gone were the 
bleak snows of February 

and in their place the bright colors of October.  The 
Kal-Haven was awash in fall color. And, having as 
we do a pair of zippy e-bikes, we effortlessly made 
short work of the 10 scenic miles between Grand 
Junction on the west and Gobles on the east.

Oh, and a word about Grand Junction and its 
eponymous name. Seems the town was the only 
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railroad junction between South Haven and Ka-
lamazoo in the 1870s. The west-east running Ka-
lamazoo & South Haven Railroad, upon which the 
Kal-Haven Trail was created in the late 1980s, and 
the north-south running Chicago & Michigan Lake 
Shore Railroad intersected in Grand Junction. Oh, 
and as an added historical curiosity, Grand Junc-
tion was destroyed by a devastating fi re on Oct. 8, 
1871, the same day as the Great Chicago fi re.

But we didn’t go to Grand Junction on that grand 
and glorious October day to study history, nor to 
watch for trains along the north-south running 
CSX railroad, which also runs through Harbert and 
Michigan City.

No, we had a 20-mile, traffi c-free bike ride in 
mind, and we satisfi ed our ambition and then some 
by pedaling merrily through that long tunnel of 
sun-dappled trees. The leaves were turning, and the 
temperature was a balmy 62 to 68 most of the way. 
We were properly attired for cool-weather cycling, 
so what was not to like?

Nothing.

Absolutely nothing.

And there 
has been noth-
ing we haven’t 
liked about the 
Kal-Haven Trail 
since our friend, 
Meg Warner, in-
troduced us to it 
in 1989. We had 
met Meg, who 
was working as 
a veterinarian 
in South Haven 
at the time, on 

the Shoreline Bicycle Tour in 1987. The ride that 
year extended from Three Oaks to Traverse City. 
Our fi rst stop was in South Haven, where Dr. Meg, 
as we called her, bid us return to her fair city for 
future cycling adventures. We did, and when she 
told us of this bold new trail being created between 
South Haven and Kalamazoo, we headed up for a 
look, along with the dog Dr. Meg introduced us to, 
Pokey. Yes, Pokey loved the Kal-Haven. He even 
took an unplanned plunge into the Black River dur-
ing one of our spring walks on the trail.

Now, when we return to the Kal-Haven, in any of 
the four seasons the “trail for all seasons” is open, 
we think fondly of that lively little Pekinese-Beagle 
mix we adopted in South Haven in 1987.  

We thought of Pokey this summer when we rode 
from South Haven to Grand Junction. We had him 
in our hearts as we rode from Grand Junction to 
Gobles in the fall, and we will have him with us in 
winter and spring when we bike and/or walk those 
miles between Gobles and Kalamazoo.

Pokey was our Kal-Haven Trail mascot, and he 

still is. He wanted us to enjoy the Kal-Haven for all 
it’s worth. Even though it is absolutely free to ride, 
it is priceless. All 33 miles.

Even in the dead of winter, when the snow has 
mostly melted away, the Kal-Haven Trail is a 
balm for weary souls. We rode the Kal-Haven from 
Bloomingdale to Kalamazoo and back on Sept. 11, 
2001, and we were glad we did. Why, because we 
found peace and quiet and natural beauty on the 
trail when the whole world was spiraling into dark-
ness. We couldn’t have thought of a better way in 
which to spend that tragic day in American history. 
And, ironically, it wasn’t a dark day at all, that late 
summer Tuesday in 2001. It was breathtakingly 
beautiful, and taking a gentle, purposeful ride on 
the Kal-Haven was just what we needed before  re-
turning to the grim 24/7 cycle of bad news.

The Kal-
Haven Trail 
is well-suit-
ed to those 
on foot (with 
or without 
dogs), bicy-
cles, cross-
country skis, 
snowshoes 
or snowmo-
biles looking 
for a way 
forward in a 
world that often seems to be marching backwards.

And so you know, the Kal-Haven Trail is part of 
Van Buren State Park in South Haven and man-
aged by the Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources. Also, there are 31 panels placed along the 
trail celebrating Michigan history. Visit them at 
www.michigan.gov/mhc/.

And, if you have yet 
to discover the wonders 
that are the Kal-Haven 
Trail, know that it is a 
reasonable drive from 
Michigan City via Inter-
state 94 east to Inter-
state 196 and north to 
Phoenix Road in South 
Haven. Exit Phoenix 
Road in South Haven 
and drive west to Blue 
Star Memorial Highway, 
then right on Blue Star 
to the clearly marked 

sign that will direct you to the trailhead along Wells 
Street.  You also can contact the Friends of the Kal-
Haven Trail at P.O. Box 191, Bloomingdale, MI 
49026 or by liking them on Facebook at kalhaven.
org.

Ride on!

One of the original trail signs.

Riding and railroading in Bloomingdale. 
It doesn’t get better than this.

A sign you’re on the Kal-Haven Trail.

http://www.michigan.gov/mhc/
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“The Christmas Chronicles” was by no shakes a 
classic, but there was something fun about watch-
ing Kurt Russell shed his Marlboro Man image to 
play Santa. For once, it looked like he was having 
fun. Embracing his silly side. And the story was 
pure Christmas cheer, with the big guy in red inad-
vertently helping a family in mourning rediscover a 
little joy in their lives.

The success of that 2018 Netfl ix fi lm – it was one 
of the streaming platform’s most-watched offerings 
that year – made a follow-up inevitable. And like 
most sequels, “The Christmas Chronicles 2” ups the 
ante with way more special effects than is neces-
sary. But if we squealed with delight upon seeing 
Russell’s longtime love, Goldie Hawn, pop up at the 
end as Mrs. Claus, then Round Two is savvy enough 
to know more of these two is in order. And that is 
what we get: two movie stars, united personally for 
nearly 40 years, delighted at being together in a sto-
ry that at times is overkill, but more often that not 
delivers the goods.

Now streaming on Netfl ix, “The Christmas 
Chronicles 2” introduces two parallel stories that 
eventually weave into one. The fi rst involves a for-
mer elf turned disgruntled human, Belsnickel (Ju-
lian Dennison, “Deadpool 2”), who wants revenge 
for being exiled many years ago by Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. His plans involve somehow stripping the 

North Pole, and all of its toy-making shops, of their 
power, thereby denying children the thrill of open-
ing their presents on Christmas.

The second story thread involves a returning 
character from the fi rst movie, Kate Pierce (Darby 
Camp), now a teen and unhappy her mother (Kim-
berly Williams-Paisley) is dating again after their 
father’s death. The suitor, Bob (Tyrese Gibson), is 
a good guy with an anxious, but sweet son, Jack 
(Jazhir Bruno). They’re all on vacation in Cancun, 
which Kate appears ready to fl ee for home. Kate has 
become one of those whiny, sullen teens who com-
plains about everything, and who views everyone 
as morally inferior to her. So, yeah, not a barrel of 
laughs, but thank heavens for Bruno as Jack. The 
young actor, who just appeared in the HBO Max re-
make of “The Witches,” is adorable: a bundle of en-
ergy and good cheer in the face of Kate’s whoa-is-me 
demeanor.

Eventually, Kate, Jack and Belsnickel end up at 
the North Pole, and when Belsnickel’s plans swing 
into high gear, it’s up to Santa, Mrs. Claus, Kate 

Kurt Russell and Goldie Hawn are a Treat in “Christmas Chronicles 2”
by Andrew Tallackson

Santa (Kurt Russell, right) and Mrs. Claus (Goldie Hawn, left) take Kate (Darby Camp) and Jack (Jazhir Bruno) on a tour of the North Pole 
in “The Christmas Chronicles 2,” now streaming on Netfl ix.

★ ★ ★
“The Christmas Chronicles 2”

Running time: 112 minutes. Streaming on Netflix. 

Rated PG for mild action/violence and brief language
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and Jack to save the day.
Watching Russell and Hawn together, their re-

laxed chemistry propelling scene after scene, you 
have to wonder why these two haven’t done more 
movies together. They click for all the obvious rea-
sons. She is all gentle, maternal love, he is playful 
and easygoing. Russell also gets another big mu-
sical sequence, this time at a Boston airport and 
with Darlene Love, herself, joining in for a rousing 
Christmas tune.

Of course, Kate will come to peace with her fam-
ily’s state of fl ux, and the Clauses will fi nd a way 
to triumph. Who wants to watch a movie like this 
if it ends on a sour note? Director Chris Columbus 
(“Home Alone,” the fi rst two “Harry Potter” fi lms) 
piles on the visuals, the most epic fail being the 
chintzy elves that look like effects, not actual be-
ings. There also are a fair share of chase sequences, 
high in the sky above otherwise serene landscapes. 
We don’t really need these big moments because 
Russell and Hawn are so perfect together. The be-
long together. 

❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Belsnickel (Julian Dennison) attempts to destroy Christmas 
in “The Christmas Chronicles 2.”

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!
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by Andrew Tallackson

Two episodes into “The Undoing,” HBO’s devious-
ly entertaining adaptation of a 2014 novel by Jean 
Hanff Korelitz, an article appeared online dismiss-
ing it not just as shallow, but also as “white entitle-
ment porn.”

Now that’s not a phrase you hear every day. Un-
sure what the writer meant, I was intrigued to read 
beyond the attention-grabbing headline. It seems 
the writer placed the six-episode limited series in the 
context of the college admissions scandal in which 
wealthy white celebrities bribed certain schools to 
gain easy acceptance for their children. “The Undo-
ing,” thus, was a way for viewers to “get off” on the 
story of affl uent whites taking a nasty tumble. That 
the show relished their downfall, while also trying 
to elicit sympathy for them, was deemed irrespon-
sible. Characters such as these, it was argued, do 
not warrant our empathy.

What a crazy reactionary world we live in! Evalu-
ating entertainment on a case-by-case basis appar-
ently is no longer the norm. If something clashes 
with our personal beliefs, then by golly, no one else 
better have access to it.

Yes, “The Undoing” is set in the world of New 
York’s white elite, and yes, their extravagant life-
style is the subject of much rumination over the 
course of the series. But it also exists as the type 
of juicy mystery Hitchcock favored, where a wom-
an fears her husband is not the man she married, 
that he may harbor dark secrets that include adul-
tery and murder. As a twists-and-turns thriller, the 
show is hypnotic, featuring some of the year’s best 
performances.

Like any thriller that involves a brutal fall from 
grace, the Manhattanites at the center of “The Un-
doing” appear to have an idyllic existence. Grace 
(Nicole Kidman) is a successful psychotherapist. 
Her husband, Jonathan (Hugh Grant), is a beloved 
oncologist. Their son, Henry (Noah Jupe), attends 
an elite middle school where yearly tuition hovers 
at $50,000. 

Grace is active at the school, her latest endeavor 
being an auction to raise scholarships for families 
that can’t afford to send their children there. And 
it is through the auction that Grace meets one of 
the moms, Elena Alves (Matilda De Angelis). Talk 
about an odd bird. She seems fi xated on Grace, the 
most awkward exchange between the two unfolding 
in the bathroom at her gym, where a totally nude 
Elena thanks Grace for her kindness. And at the 
auction itself, Elena appears on the verge of mental 
collapses, leaving early.

The next day, Elena is found savagely murdered 

in her artist studio. Worse, Jonathan is missing and 
considered the prime suspect. 

“The Undoing,” directed by Susanne Bier (“Bird 
Box”), was adapted by the prolifi c David E. Kelley 
(“Ally McBeal,” “The Practice”) who, lately, with 
shows like “Big Little Lies” and “Mr. Mercedes,” is 
fascinated by the dark underbelly within society, 
one that lurks beneath the surface before erupting 
in a fury of uncontrollable violence. And what “The 
Undoing” is really about, much like Gillian Flynn’s 
masterful “Gone Girl,” is this: How well do you re-
ally know your spouse? The secrets that lurk in the 
dark corners of every marriage.

As a thriller, “The Undoing” relishes what’s called 
the “misdirect.” It sends you down as many rabbit 
holes as possible before the killer is revealed. And 
the suspects in Elena’s death are endless. Not just 
Grace and Jonathan, but also Grace’s father, Frank-
lin (Donald Sutherland), Elena’s husband, Fernando 
(Ismael Cruz Córdova), even Grace’s son, Henry.

Kidman is phenomenal here. Really, with “The 
Undoing” and “Big Little Lies,” she’s doing some of 
the best work of her career. Watch her in the early 
scenes, when detectives drop bombshell after bomb-
shell about Jonathan. Her eyes blaze with shock, 
her body language retreating into betrayal, fol-

HBO’s “The Undoing” is a Masterful, Thrilling Whodunit

lowed by feverish attempts to pull it together. And 
because we are never sure if Grace is the guilty 
culprit, the character is a fascinating portrait of a 
wife and mother under fi re, matched scene for scene 
by Grant, shucking the stammering romantic lead 
shtick that made him a star in favor of constant 
moral ambiguity.

Grace’s well-intentioned desire to save her family 
comes under constant scrutiny from Haley Fitzger-
ald, the high-powered attorney hired by Franklin to 
represent Jonathan in court. She’s played by Noma 
Dumezweni in the most delicious performance of 
the series. “People hire me to create muck,” she de-
clares, and by that she means create an element of 
doubt in terms of the evidence stacked against Jon-
athan. And as a successful black woman, she can’t 
help but put Jonathan’s decision to fl ee in the con-
text of white privilege: “It is what rich, white people 
do when threatened. They conceal the ugly truth to 
protect themselves and their family units, their plac-
es in society, their public image, and they think that 
can get away with it because they’re rich.”

Is Jonathan guilty of using his wealth to cloud 
all suspicions leveled against him...or is he covering 
for someone else? The last 15 minutes of the sixth 
and fi nal episode unleash a jawdropping revelation, 
followed by a pulse-pounding chase that will scorch 
your nerves. 

For all its lofty discussions on wealth and enti-
tlement, “The Undoing” also wants to entertain, to 
keep us guessing right until the end, thrilling us in 
the process. It succeeds.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Hugh Grant and Nicole Kidman star as a wealthy couple under fi re after he’s accused of murder in HBO’s “The Undoing.”

Turning in the show’s most delicious performance is 
Noma Dumezweni (right) as attorney Haley Fitzgerald.
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“Superintelligence” begins as a high-concept 
comedy about an inquisitive, potentially dangerous 
form of artifi cial intelligence, then reinvents itself 
as a sweet rom-com about a woman who regrets 
walking away from the love of her life.

The shift in tone is radical, but it is the love story 
of “Superintelligence” that makes it more, and more 
satisfying, than the high concept that kickstarts it.

The movie, now streaming through HBO Max, is 
the fourth collaboration between its star, Melissa 
McCarthy, and her director-husband Ben Falcone, 
their past efforts including “Life of the Party, “The 
Boss” and “Tammy.” This is my favorite because it 
reintroduces McCarthy on a softer note.

What do I mean by that? In comedies like “The 
Heat” with Sandra Bullock and “Identity Theft” 
with Jason Bateman, McCarthy wields profanity 
like weapons of mass destruction. As if she aims to 
shock you into submission. Now, I am no prude, but 
when every sentence is crammed with every identi-
fi ed variation of the F bomb, the laughs are like an 
assault. “Superintelligence,” however, is a reminder 
that a PG rating does not dilute McCarthy’s gifts as 
a comedienne. It redirects them somewhere special.

She plays Carol Peters, who left the corporate 
world for philanthropic efforts, but with those plans 
at a standstill can’t gain re-entry into executive-lev-
el positions. During a job interview conducted by a 
former college roommate, Carol is asked to conduct 
the conversations while seated on an oversized bean 
bag, a scene that capitalizes on McCarthy’s deft 
skills at physical comedy.

And it is after the interview, which goes terribly 
fl at, that Carol is contacted by a sentient, superin-
telligent entity who speaks in the form of late-night 
talk show host James Corden, Carol’s favorite ce-
lebrity. Turns out, the artifi cial intelligence is curi-
ous about humanity, about what makes it tick. And 
he’s selected Carol because it deemed her “average,” 
which as Carol learns, is not meant as a compli-
ment.

With the “plot” now in motion, the fi lm can go one

“Superintelligence” Emerges as a Sweet Love Story
by Andrew Tallackson

Melissa McCarthy and Bobby Cannavale star as a former couple reunited by a computer in “Superintelligence,” now streaming on HBO Max.

★ ★ ★
“Superintelligence”

Running time: 106 minutes. Streaming on HBO Max. Rated PG 

for some suggestive material, language and thematic elements
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outlandish sight gag after another, or deepen her 
experience with life itself. Surprisingly, and thank-
fully, “Superintelligence,” written with sly wit by 
Steve Mallory, goes for Door No. 2.

Now, having Corden voice the A.I. entity feels 
more like a product of the movie’s high concept, not 
because Corden’s dialogue is particularly clever. 
Although, the fact that the entity’s voice changes 
when someone other than Carol speaks to it leads to 
a supersized laugh thanks to her good friend Dennis 
(live-wire scene-stealer Brian Tyree Henry).

But back to Carol. It seems she walked away from 
a perfectly good relationship with a college professor, 
George, to redefi ne herself within the charitable sec-
tor. It remains her greatest regret. She still loves him.

A fi lm like “Superintelligence,” which asks us to 
believe a romantic spark still exists with George, 
sinks or swims based on whether we believe the 
chemistry between Carol and George. He is played 
by one my favorite actors, Bobby Cannavale (“The 
Station Agent,” “The Irishman”), a performer who, 
like McCarthy, can be outrageously brash one min-
ute, gently subdued the next. He is the perfect 
match for McCarthy. The minute George and Carol 
run into each other at a local market, we see it in-
stantly. The way he looks at her. He’s still interest-
ed. And the blessing of Mallory’s script is, there is 
no other woman, just a regrettable deadline: He’s 
leaving for a new teaching position in Ireland. How 
effortlessly McCarthy and Cannavale feed off each 
other lends considerable charm to their rekindled 
relationship. You root for these two.

That is defi nitely true during the climax of “Su-
perintelligence” in which the James Corden-voiced 
computer appears intent on destroying the world. 
No needless special effects, no scenes of mass chaos. 
Instead, Carol, alone, in tears, yearning for more 
time with George. As she proved in her vastly un-
derrated “Can You Ever Forgive Me?,” McCarthy 
can ditch vulgar theatrics and effectively tug at 
your heart.

Indeed, “Superintelligence” is full of surprises.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

James Corden provides the voice and image of the artifi cial intelligence 
orchestrating the reunion of Carol and George.
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Rotary Club Alinsky Award
The Michigan City Rotary Club is accepting nom-

inations for the Paul J. Alinsky Excellence Award 
through Jan. 9.

The annual award honors the late Paul Alinsky, 
who was a past chamber board chairman, Rotary 
Club president and Sentinel Alarm Co. founder. He 
passed away in 1997. It recognizes someone from 
the community who exhibits dedication to commu-
nity service and excellence, passion and innovation 
in his/her vocation/career. 

A nomination form is available at www.mcrotary.
org and must be returned to Michigan City Rotary 
Club, P.O. Box 9372, Michigan City, IN 46361. The 
submission deadline is Jan. 9. The recipient will be 
announced Feb. 11, 2021. The selection committee 
will include Rotarians and community leaders.

Past recipients include: Les Radke, Bud Ruby, 
Duane Mertl, Ron Bensz, Jerry Karstens, Emerson 
Spartz, Glen Lubeznik, James Welborne, Kathleen 
Lang, Bernie Scott, Jan Radford, Tom Ringo, Jim 
Dworkin, Dr. Lisa Hendricks, Marty Corley, Don 
Babcock, Al Whitlow, Dion Campbell, Cyndi Davis 
and Rotary service volunteers. In 2016, in honor of 
the club’s 100th anniversary, the award recognized 
every Rotary Club member over the past century.

A memorial inscribed with the names of past 
recipients is on display at City Hall, 100 E. Michigan 
Blvd. The recipient is awarded a replica of the 
memorial, along with a contribution to a charity of 
his/her choice. More information about the Rotary 
Club of Michigan City is available by visiting www.
mcrotary.org or by following the club on Facebook.

http://www.mcrotary
http://www.mcrotary.org
http://www.mcrotary.org
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   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Open 7 Days a Week til Christmas

NMLS# 586279

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Mary Vrska
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950

HorizonBank.com

Bridgman Public Library
Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library will host Karen 

Dionne’s Zoom program, “My 20-Year Journey to 
Bestselling Author,” at 6 p.m. EST 
Tuesday, Dec. 15.

Dionne, a Michigan native and 
USA Today bestselling author, will 
discuss how she came to write her 
breakout psychological suspense 
novel, The Marsh King’s Daughter,
and the recent followup, The Wick-
ed Sister, both set in Michigan’s Up-
per Peninsula wilderness. 

The library is located at 4460 Lake St. The Zoom 
link can be accessed at www.bridgmanlibrary.com

Dionne

Museum Launches Virtual Programs
South Bend’s The History Museum is launching 

a series of free weekly virtual programs hosted by 
staff members.

The schedule includes:
• Dec. 10 – “A Look Back,” hosted by Archivist Kris-

ten Madden and exploring images from the mu-
seum’s archives. 

• Dec. 17 — “Artifact Alley,” hosted by Registrar 
Kristi Dunn and providing a look at artifacts 
from the museum’s collections.

• Jan. 7 — “Curiosities of Copshaholm,” hosted by 
Curator of Copshaholm Skylar Stasney and show-
ing rooms and artifacts in the Oliver Mansion.
No reservations are required. Individuals can 

visit www.historymuseumSB.org or the museum’s 
Facebook page to access the link at 7 p.m. EST the 
day of the program.  

The museum is located at 808 W. Washington St. 
Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or call (574) 235-
9664 for more information.

http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
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Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

 Interior/Exterior Painter 
For Only $275 A Day

Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $550 A Day

 Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $750 A Day

Visit With Santa
Taking COVID-19 into consideration, the YMCA 

Elston Branch, 1202 Spring St., will host a drive-
by visit with Santa from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 12.

Santa will wait in the circle drive to greet fami-
lies, who can drive by and receive a goodie bag, as 
well as a chance to drop off letters for the North 
Pole.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• South Central Junior-Senior High School, 9808 

S. County Road 600 West, Union Mills, 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 11.

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 14.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling 

well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

programming that 
promotes character 
and healthy life-
styles. In recent 
weeks, club members 
have painted pump-
kins, played fall 
bingo, dressed up for 
themed “Spirit Days” 
and participated in 
physical fi tness ac-
tivities.

BGCLPC’s Pine 
and Westcott clubs 
are scheduled to op-
erate daily from 8:15 
a.m. to 6 p.m. until 
at least Jan. 15. 

Contributions to 
the annual campaign 
can be made at www.
bgclpc.org/give/ or by 
mail to the Charles 

R. Westcott Club, 321 Detroit St., Michigan City, IN 
46360.

Contact Michelle Shirk at mshirk@bgclubmc.org 
for more details.

Boys & Girls Clubs 
of LaPorte County is 
turning to the com-
munity to reach its 
$140,000 campaign 
goal, having raised 
$105,000 to date.  

In a typical year, 
BGCLCP provides 
after-school and sum-
mer programming for 
about 500 children 
ages 4-18. However, 
it has made dramatic 
changes to its opera-
tions in response to 
COVID-19, includ-
ing: implementing 
in-depth safety pro-
tocols, expanding 
club hours during 
school closures and 
eliminating member-
ship fees so cost does not prevent youth from par-
ticipating.

At the special extended day clubs, members re-
ceive academic support in addition to traditional 

Boys & Girls Clubs Seeks Community Support to Reach Campaign Goal

Painting pumpkins is just one of the many activities children recently 
participated in through Boys & Girls Clubs of LaPorte County.

http://www.furniturewerks.com
http://www.bgclpc.org/give/
http://www.bgclpc.org/give/
mailto:mshirk@bgclubmc.org
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local women’s shelter

622 Franklin St.622 Franklin St.
Michigan City, INMichigan City, IN
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Creating Creating 
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Beach Glass Beach Glass 
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Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • By AppointmentHours: Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • By Appointment

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360  

“Open 7 Days”  
219-878-1720 Store 

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
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• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE
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219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Product Volume Up. Product Volume Up.
Prices Trending Down. Prices Trending Down.

Holiday Shopping begins Holiday Shopping begins
at Posh!at Posh!

P.S. Clothes are Essential!P.S. Clothes are Essential!
Thank you for supporting Small Business Thank you for supporting Small Business

Premium ConsignorsPremium Consignors
Taking Winter AppointmentsTaking Winter Appointments

Downtown Cookie Walk
LaPorte’s Eighth Annual Downtown Cookie Walk 

is from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12.
Businesses are asked to prepare and pre-wrap — 

Ziploc bag or other type of bag — more than 200 
cookies. People can buy a collectible 2020 cookie tin, 
walk downtown and collect a cookie from each par-
ticipating business.

Due to COVID-19 safety concerns, tins only will 
be available by reservation. Call Lindsay at (219) 
369-3039 or email lindsayj@laportepartnership.com 
to reserve one (limit one per family). Those who se-
cure a tin receive a designated pickup time, thus 
eliminating traditional lines the day of the walk. 
Reserved tins not picked up in advance will be 
available at 9 a.m. the day of the event at the Santa 
Chalet in Plaza 618. Participants must have correct 
change ($10) to pick up a tin.

Social distancing will be enforced during the 
pickup process, and masks are required. Businesses 
are asked to either limit participants in the shops or 
distribute cookies on the sidewalk.

Call (219) 324-8584 for more details.

Leeds Project Heart
Leeds Public House, 401 Franklin St., has named 

two recipients of its December Project Heart.
The fi rst is Paladin, which assists people with 

disabilities, their caretakers, children and seniors. 
The second is Independent Restaurant Coalition, 
which supports local restaurants and bars. A por-
tion of drink proceeds in December will benefi t both 
groups. Visit leedspublichouse.com. for details.

http://www.beachbumjewels.com
mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:lindsayj@laportepartnership.com
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

Envelopes
Activities to Explore 

In the Area:
Dec. 10 — HAPPY HANUKKAH!
Dec. 10 — Acorn Watch Party: The Bergamot’s 

Holiday Concert, 8 p.m. EST. Free. Info: www.
acornlive.org

Dec. 12 — LaPorte’s Eighth Annual Downtown 
Cookie Walk, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Cookie-tin reservation: 
(219) 369-3039, lindsayj@laportepartnership.com

Dec. 12 — Drive-by visit with Santa, 10-11:30 
a.m., YMCA Elston Branch, 1202 Spring St.

Dec. 12 — High Dunes Hike, 10:30 a.m.-noon, 
Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 12 — Virtual concert, LaPorte County Sym-
phony Orchestra 26th annual “Holiday at the Pops,” 
7 p.m. Tickets: $20. Reservations: www.lcso.net

Dec. 12 — Acorn Live Stream: Bryan Lubeck 
Hosts Christmas at the Acorn, 8 p.m. EST. Free. 
Info: www.acornlive.org

Dec. 13 — Beginner Bird Drawing & Painting 
Workshop, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Indiana Dunes State 
Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. 
Registration: Kristina Knowski’s Arts Facebook 
event/click on Eventbrite page.

Dec. 13 — Harbor Country Singers’ Christmas 
celebration: two free concerts. Times: 3 p.m. EST @  
Sawyer (Mich.) Highlands Church, 13100 Red Ar-
row Highway/6 p.m. EST @ Converge Community 
Church, 601 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, Mich. Res-
ervations: https://schoolofamericanmusic.com. Live 
streaming through The School of American Music 
Facebook page.

Dec. 18 — Jeff Daniels Online and Unplugged!, 
8 p.m. EST, through The Acorn. Tickets: $15. Reser-
vations: www.acornlive.org

Through Dec. 31 — New exhibit, “New Views,” 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays/11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
weekends. Closed Tuesdays. Info: www.lubeznikcen-
ter.org, (219) 874-4900.

Through Jan. 4, 2021 — Works by Jamie Mc-
Neil, Queen of All Saints Catholic Church Legacy 
Center, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 
p.m. Info: jessicar@qas.org.

In the Region
Dec. 10 — South Bend’s The History Museum 

free virtual program, 7 p.m. EST. Topic: “A Look 
Back,” hosted by Archivist Kristen Madden. Access: 
www.historymuseumSB.org

Dec. 15 — Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library Zoom 
program, Karen Dionne’s, “My 20-Year Journey to 
Bestselling Author,” 6 p.m. EST. Zoom link: www.
bridgmanlibrary.com

Through Dec. 20 — Elkhart Juried Regional 
Art Exhibition, Midwest Museum of American Art, 
429 S. Main St., Elkhart. Hours (all times Eastern): 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Info: 

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
mailto:lindsayj@laportepartnership.com
http://www.lcso.net
http://www.acornlive.org
https://schoolofamericanmusic.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
mailto:jessicar@qas.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
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info@midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-6660.
Through Dec. 23 — Holiday Gift Gallery, 

Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 
East, Valparaiso. Shopping hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tue., Thur., Fri.; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat.; additional 
Wednesday hours: noon-4 p.m. through Dec. 23; 
by appointment — (219) 462-9009. Info: www.
artbarnschool.org for more details.

Through Jan. 3, 2021 — “‘A Christmas Story’ 
Comes Home Exhibit,” Hammond’s Indiana Wel-
come Center, 7770 Corinne Drive. Center hours: 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. daily. Info: www.achristmasstorycome-
shomes.com

Through Jan. 13, 2021 — Members Art Show, 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Regular busi-
ness hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Sat. Info: www.chestertonart.com, (219) 926-4711.

Through Jan. 16, 2021 — “Series 6,” annual 
holiday Berrien Artist Guild exhibit, Box Factory for 
the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich.  Viewing 
hours: noon-4 p.m. EST Fri.-Sun. Info: (269) 449-
2167, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

Holiday Gift Gallery
Art Barn School of Art’s Holiday Gift Gallery will 

sell fi ne art and fi ne crafts to support local artists 
and art-educational programs.

Shopping hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
additional Wednesday hours from noon to 4 p.m. 
through Dec. 23 or by appointment by calling (219) 
462-9009.

Art Barn is located at 695 N. County Road 400 
East, Valparaiso. Visit www.artbarnschool.org for 
more details.

Wreaths Across America
The Three Oaks Rebecca Dewey Chapter of the 

National Daughters of the American Revolution is 
working to ensure all veterans laid to rest at Fort 
Custer National Cemetery are honored on National 
Wreaths Across America Day.

This year, the ceremony will be held simultane-
ously at more than 2,100 locations across the coun-
try Saturday, Dec. 19. The goal is to place a live, bal-
sam fi r veteran’s wreath at the headstone of every 
veteran buried there.

Each wreath sponsorship costs $15. The Rebecca 
Dewey Chapter not only is raising money to put 
wreaths on veteran’s graves, but also a portion of 
the proceeds will be donated to the local Blue Star 
Mothers group and a local veteran’s group. Funds 
will be collected through Dec. 15.

Fort Custer National Cemetery is located in Au-
gusta, Mich. Anyone interested in donating to the 
Wreaths Across America effort, or needs additional 
information, should contact Sandy Wilhoit, Rebecca 
Dewey NS-DAR, at sswilhoit@aol.com
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Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

219-214-0420

YOU CALL WE HAUL!YOU CALL WE HAUL!

Tired of asking your husband 
to get rid of that old junk?

RENT-A-MAN!
COMMERCIAL• RESIDENTIAL • SENIOR DISCOUNTS • SMALL DEMO

FORECLOSURE • COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT • FREE ESTIMATES

On December 10, 1520, Martin Luther publicly 
burned the papal edict that demanded he recant 
or face excommunication from the Roman Catholic 
Church.

On December 10, 1830, Emily Dickinson, Ameri-
ca’s most important woman poet, was born in Am-
herst, Mass.

On December 10, 1906, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt was awarded the Noble Prize for his role in 
ending the Russo-Japanese War.

On December 10, 1917, in an area outside Oma-
ha, Father Edward Flanagan founded Boys Town.

On December 10, 1948, Chicago’s Meigs Field was 
offi cially opened.

On December 11, 1719, the fi rst recorded New 
England sighting of the Aurora Borealis took place.

On December 11, 1901, Guglielmo Marconi re-
ceived the fi rst radio signal sent across the Atlantic 
Ocean. The signal traveled from England to New-
foundland, a distance of approximately 2,000 miles.

On December 11, 1909, the fi rst public showing 
of movies in color was achieved by running fi lm 
through red and green screens. Many viewers com-
plained of headaches.

On December 11, 1936, upon the abdication of 
King Edward VIII, the Duke of York became the 
British ruler, taking the title of King George VI.

On December 12, 1792, in Vienna, Ludwig van 
Beethoven, 22, paid 19 cents for his fi rst music les-
son from Franz Joseph Haydn.

On December 12, 1870, South Carolina’s Joseph 
Raney became the fi rst black to serve in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

On December 12, 1901, the fi rst radio signal to 
cross the Atlantic was picked up in Newfoundland 
by inventor Guglielmo Marconi – transmitted from 
2,000 miles away.

On December 12, 1925, the nation’s fi rst motel, 
which went by the name “Motel Inn,” opened in the 
California city of San Luis Obispo.

On December 12, 1977, 29 people were killed, in-
cluding the entire University of Evansville basket-
ball team, when their DC-3 crashed on takeoff from 
Indiana’s Evansville airport.

On December 13, 1769, New Hampshire’s Dart-
mouth College received its charter.

On December 13, 1927, Yehudi Menuhin, a 
10-year-old child violinist, made his successful New 
York debut in Carnegie Hall. After the triumphant 
recital, he was asked what he would like next. 
“Some ice cream,” was his reply.

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher has begun  

new office hours

Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thank you for your patience 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

On December 13, 1928, George Gershwin’s “An 
American in Paris” premiered in New York’s Carn-
egie Hall.

On December 13, 1978, the ill-fated “Susan B. An-
thony” dollar was issued by the U,S, Mint.

On December 13, 1993, the space shuttle Endeav-
our returned from its mission to repair the Hubble 
Space Telescope.

On December 14, 1902, the cable ship Silverton 
set out from San Francisco to lay the fi rst cable from 
the mainland to Honolulu. On Jan. 1, 1903, the ca-
ble was ready to transmit messages.

On December 14, 1910, a $10 million gift from 
Andrew Carnegie established the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace. The purpose was to 
work toward peace through research, publications 
and other educational activities.

On December 14, 1911, Norwegian explorer Roald 
Amundson made the fi rst recorded visit to the South 
Pole, beating out an expedition by Robert F. Scott.

On December 14, 1972, after three days of explo-
ration, the Apollo 17 astronauts blasted off from the 
surface of the Moon.

On December 15, 1791, the fi rst law school in the 
United States was born when the trustees of the 
University of Pennsylvania elected James Wilson to 
the post of professor of law.

On December 15, 1890, “Sitting Bull,” chief of the 
Sioux Indian nation, was shot and killed in South 
Dakota in a skirmish with federal troops.

On December 15, 1939, “Gone With the Wind” 
premiered at Loew’s Grand Theater in Atlanta.

On December 15, 1987, Gary Hart, who dropped 
out of the race for the Democratic presidential nom-
ination because of his relationship with model Don-
na Rice, returned to the campaign, saying, “Let’s let 
the people decide.” They did, and he lost.

On December 15, 2000, the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant in Ukraine closed for good.

On December 16, 1773, at the world-famous Bos-
ton Tea Party, American colonists (dressed as In-
dians) boarded a British ship, at anchor in Boston 
Harbor, and threw 342 chests of tea into the water.

On December 16, 1916, Grigori Rasputin, the 
“mad monk” who wielded a mystical infl uence over 
the Czar and Czarina of Russia, was lured to a 
Petrograd palace and poisoned. When this failed to 
kill him, he was stabbed to death and his body sunk 
beneath the ice of a local canal.

On December 16, 1959, The Second City improvi-
sational comedy troupe staged its fi rst performance 
in Chicago.

mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community 

theater and as church worship team keyboardist. 
Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.

Do you remember Music of Oz? Miss Pattie? It’s time to sign up for our 
Winter Session of Zoom Wondermusic! Tunes ‘n Jams Family Class for 
ages 1-5 years (one tuition for the family), and Cadenza class for kinder-
garten and first grade. Details about curriculum, tuition/supplies cost and 

registration can be found at musicofoz.com
Reiki Meditation and Healing by Ross Crean at Lakeside Inn 

15251 Lakeshore Road, Lakeside, MI
Socially distanced, and with your health and healing in mind. 

45 minutes/$60 • 60 minutes/$70 
Please call (708) 439-0564 for further info. 

BUSINESS SERVICES
CLOROX WIPES, INFRARED THERMOMETERS – FIRME’S

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003. 
Michigan City store temporarily closed – (219) 874-3455.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

November/December is our annual 1/2 price jewelry sale! Includes all 
jewelry and related accessories. Also, check our weekly in-store specials.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

ALL THINGS GOLF! Lost a club? Broke a Club? Hate a club?
Call Lefty for a replacement or other options at (219) 873-0858.

Adams, Bridgestone, Callaway, Cleveland, Cobra, Mizuno, Ping, Srixon, 
Spalding, Taylormade, Titleist, Tour Edge, Wilson and more. Starter sets 

with bag starting at $30. If I don’t have it, you don’t need it! Play safe, stay 
safe. Lefty’s Pro Shop. We have met the enemy — It is us. POGO

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING — Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. Call Darla at (219) 878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
23 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 13 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or 
email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. 
Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, 

deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. 
Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 229-0034

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
PK Precise Cleaning: Your Space, My Masterpiece

Residential, offices, vacation, condo cleans, deep cleans, COVID cleans. 
References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321

WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • Garage Organizer
• Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years exp.

We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. 

Can do anything. No job too big or too small!
KIP HOLLINGSHEAD

Get your winter projects done so you’re ready for summer!
*All your construction needs*

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Contractor in your area.
Call: (219) 210-8499 • Email: kjh.5@sbcglobal.net

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
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C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Fall cleanup, gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, 

mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.
Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in 

RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 
the beauty of their outdoor design. 

Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Holiday decoration and light setup. Fall Cleanup. Mowing, edging, trim, 

hedging, small tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power 
washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. 

(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

FOR SALE
Girls pink electric “Razor” scooter, bat. not included. $75

Local pickup only. Call (219) 872-5924 with questions.

XXXXL New Teddy Bear. Great gift for holidays. $30
Local pickup only. Call (219) 872-5924 with questions.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

906 Franklin St. commercial space for lease Jan 1st.
Uptown Arts District, 2,300 sq ft, 14’ tin ceiling, wood floors.

Call (313) 282-7514

RENTALS INDIANA
Furnished 9BR/5BA rental Dec.-May in Sheridan Beach. 

$2,500. Call (219) 319-1515 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
FOR SALE OR LEASE IN NEW BUFFALO, MICH.

1BR condo, all appliances. Pool. Water, sewer, trash included. 
Immediate possession. Walk to the beach. Very good condition. 

$900 monthly. Call (219) 262-4693

For more than 35 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron.

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

The need has always been there.

This year,

it happens to 

be greater.

As more people face poverty, you can help rescue Christmas with a 
monthly gift of $25 that provides food, assistance, and hope to the most 

vulnerable this season. Enlist in Love’s Army at SAMichiganCity.org.
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The Law of Innocence by Michael Connelly 
(hardcover, $29 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook. 421 pages.)

WOW. That one word actually could be my whole 
review. However, I am too excited to not tell you 
more. What a surprise this story is! Monty Python 
said “and now for something completely different,” 
and no where else has that been more true.

“Innocence is not a legal term…The justice system 
can only deliver a verdict of guilty or not guilty…

“The law of innocence is unwritten…for every man 
not guilty of a crime, there is a man out there who is. 
And to prove true innocence, the guilty man must be 
found and exposed to the world.”

Thoughts for quiet contemplation, right? You may 
say it’s only semantics, but isn’t that 
what law is all about? A lot of words 
that lawyers hope will sway a jury or 
judge to their way of thinking?

The star of this story is Mickey 
Haller, Connelly’s Lincoln Lawyer, 
famous in many novels and even on 
the big screen with Matthew McCo-
naughey as Haller. 

This latest Lincoln Lawyer novel 
had me immediately drawn to a plot 
that puts Haller in the precarious po-
sition of having himself as a client. 
Made me think of “physician, heal 
thyself.”

Haller has given up the booze, so 
he’s quite sober as he leaves a bar 
one night, only to be pulled over by 
LAPD. It seems like a bogus stop, 
until the cop notices the back license 
plate is missing and insists he look 
in the trunk — liquid of some kind is 
dripping out from underneath.…

Not good. The trunk contains the body of a man, 
bound and shot in the head. And, he is known to 
Haller as a former client — Sam Scales. Sam owed 
Haller a lot of money for representing him in sever-
al court cases. The prosecutor thinks that’s enough 
cause for a murder charge. 

One day you’re a successful lawyer in L.A., the 
next you’re in jail charged with murder. Bummer. 
Time to get his team together.

Haller’s ex-wife, Dana, who works in the D.A.’s 
offi ce, is on board as his stand-in lawyer, along with 
his half-brother, Harry Bosch, now retired from the 
LAPD, Cisco Wojciechowski, his investigator, and 
Lorna Taylor, his case manager. Now, where to be-
gin?

Here’s the problem — it is proven Scales was 
killed in Haller’s garage and apparently, an unsus-

pecting Haller drove his body around the next day 
without knowing it, until he was stopped by Offi cer 
Walton.

The prosecutor, Dana Berg, known around the 
courthouse as Death Row Dana, fi ghts Judge Warf-
ield to impose a $5 million bond on Haller. That’s 10 
percent to a bail bondsman, and money Haller can’t 
get his hands on. So, it’s off to the Twin Towers Cor-
rectional Center to begin working on his case from 
a jail cell with help from daily visits from his team.

The heart of Haller’s case is to get a not-guilty 
verdict, clear his name and fi nd out why Scales was 
murdered, by whom and why he was chosen as the 
fall guy?

The autopsy on Scales shows biofuel elements 
under his fi ngernails. This leads 
the Haller team to a company called 
BioGreen and another former client 
of Haller’s named Louis Opparizio. 
Still not seeing any connection to 
the murder and Haller? Keep dig-
ging.

As Haller explains, “The paper 
trail of a case is a living thing that 
grows and changes.” His team is 
amassing a notebook full of papers, 
but where is it leading? Connelly 
explains the legal fi nagling for us 
armchair lawyers. The sneaky way 
both the defense and prosecution 
try to outfox each other is a ballet 
in motion — dancing around the 
facts known and unknown, trying 
to keep ahead of each other. Picking 
the jurors is a lesson in psychology 
— looking for men and women who 
might be sympathetic to Haller’s 

plight involves a lot of variables.
A break — maybe — occurs when two FBI agents 

visit Haller. Why are they interesting in the murder 
of a con man? The case might be embedded within 
a federal case, having something to do with the day 
Haller is beat up on the bus taking prisoners from 
court back to jail. Time to start looking in other di-
rections.

Like John Grisham, Connelly guides us through 
the mystifying legal system, never letting up on the 
action and endgame — who did what to whom and 
why? And, in this case, clearing the name of a bril-
liant defense lawyer before he gets killed.

Written in fi rst person, we get an up close and 
personal view of our legal system. It may not al-
ways be pretty, but it always begs the question: Is 
justice really blind?

Till next time, happy reading!
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219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers .................219.728.7295

Katie Boscaccy ............219.929.8875

Judi Donaldson ...........219.879.1411

Jamie Follmer ..............219.851.2164

Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951

Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Giorgios Karayannis...219.805.6754

Kaileyne Krask .............219.851.7290

Karrie McCorkel ..........219.898.1009

Daiva Mockaitis ...........219.670.0982

Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy ....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks .....................574.876.5967

Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920

Pat Tym ..........................219.210.0324

Jack Zahrndt ................219.873.4377

To see more of these listings, please visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

2001 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
LONG BEACH, IN

5 BED / 3.1 BATH • 3,292 SF

1809 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

4 BED / 2 BATH • 2,150 SF 

2043 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
LONG BEACH, IN

3 BED / 3 BATH • 3,055 SF

JUST SOLD

3016 MAYFIELD WAY
LONG BEACH, IN

4 BED / 3 BATH • 2,282 SF 

*Licensed in Indiana & Michigan  |  At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

JUST SOLD
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