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The Christmas 
season has fi nally 
arrived in North-
west Indiana. For 
children, it is often 
about the anticipa-
tion: expectations 
of wondrous, shiny 
new toys found un-
der the tree Christ-
mas morning.

For parents, it is 
a hectic time search-
ing for the right 
presents to fulfi ll 
these expectations. 
I am sure many 
have memories of 
times before eBay 
and Amazon: hours 
shopping for that 
doll or toy car that 
were all the rage, 
going from store to 
store, celebrating 
when, after many 
hours of searching, 
you fi nally found the 
last one in town.

For grandpar-
ents like me, it is a 
time to remember 
what those long-ago 
Christmases were 
like for our own 
families. Some of us 
are even old enough 
to remember certain Christmases when you wound 
a toy up to make it go, using your imagination to 
play without the aid of computers.

The Indiana Welcome Center, 7770 Corinne Drive 
in Hammond, is all decked out for the season, cel-
ebrating the wonders of Christmas with a tribute 

to Jean Shepard’s “A 
Christmas Story.” 
Seven animated di-
oramas illustrating 
scenes from the now 
classic movie, which 
has been delight-
ing audiences since 
it fi rst hit the big 
screen in 1983, have 
been carefully and 
skillfully installed 
in anticipation of 
guests young and 
old who will visit 
the Welcome Center 
this season.

Since its debut, 
the movie has be-
come a staple of the 
holiday season, air-
ing many times in 
the weeks before 
the big day. Several 
cable stations (TNT 
and TBS) have host-
ed “24 hours of A 
Christmas Story” in 
which the movie is 
aired 12 times back 
to back: Christmas 
Eve till Christmas 
Day.

Jean Shepherd 
was an extraor-
dinary storyteller 
and radio personal-

ity who was born on Chicago’s South Side in 1921, 
then moved to East Chicago, Ind., and was raised 
in Hammond, graduating from Hammond High in 
1939. His childhood memories of growing up sur-
rounded by steel mills and refi neries in a gritty 

“A Christmas Story” Comes Home
By William Halliar

The display depicts the moment when Flick sticks his tongue to the frozen fl agpole.

Continued on Page 2
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“A Christmas Story” Continued from Page1

industrial town strike chords in many of us from 
Northwest Indiana.

Shepherd told Dave Letterman in a “Late Night” 
interview on March 10, 1982, that, “Hammond Indi-
ana was the toughest town this side of the Barbary 
Coast...It took guts to just be a kid there.” Shepherd 
calls the town of his “Christmas Story” Hohman, 
but those of us “Regionites” who look forward to 
seeing the move every year know that the town of 
Shepherd’s youth is Hammond, and that its main 
business street is Hohman.

While many of us have more romantic memories 
of our youth, the rough edges having been softened 
by time, Shepherd’s story is a bit grittier as he tells 
of the struggles and trials of “kiddom” in “The Re-
gion,” and his wish as a young boy for a very special 

Jean Shepherd’s memories of growing up in Hammond, Ind., served as the basis for “A Christmas Story.”

gift: the Red Ryder carbine action, 200-shot range 
model air rifl e with a compass in the stock and “this 
thing that tells time.”

The movie is, in part, is taken from “In God We 
Trust, All Other Pay Cash,” a semi-autobiographi-
cal book written by Shepherd in 1966. It contains 
a series of vignettes, or short incidents, from the 
author’s life growing up in Hammond. What makes 
the movie most interesting is that it is narrated by 
Shepherd himself as the voice of Ralphie, the story’s 
reluctant hero.

Through the narration, the viewer can hear Ral-
phie’s thoughts as he wishes, hopes, dreams and 
schemes for his Red Ryder rifl e. Shepherd origi-
nally thought of the story as memories of “Another 
Christmas. In another time, in another place...and 
a gun.”

As the movie opens, Ralphie and his buddies have 
their noses pressed against the large display win-

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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dows of the town’s largest department store, Hig-
bees. Shepherd, of course, would have had memo-
ries of Hammond’s downtown, standing in front of 
the Goldblatt’s windows. Actually, unlike the movie, 
the vignette from the book actually mentions the 
Goldblatt’s corner window.

The Red Ryder BB gun that fascinates 
Ralphie in “A Christmas Story.”

Since its release in 1983, “A Christmas Story” has become 
one of the most beloved holiday stories of all time.

Much of the movie, itself, was shot in Cleveland 
where the Higbee’s department store still exists 
today as a visitor’s center. It is 12 stories tall and 
was the fi rst department store in the greater Cleve-
land area. Goldblatt’s was a somewhat more modest 
store of four stories, as well as a basement retail 
area, which I recall had a distinctive musty smell. 
It was the only retail store in town, I believe, with 
an elevator. The Goldblatt’s building was torn down 
in 1992. (A nice tribute to Hammond’s Goldblatt’s 
store can be found at http://www.hhs59.com/goldb-
latts.htm )

Higbee’s, or Goldblatt’s, windows, depending on 
how you want to remember it, were fi lled will all 
sorts of wonders to dazzle the imagination of rub-
berneckers of all ages. Kids came from all around 
the area to stand, as Shepherd puts it, “ear muff to 
ear muff” for a preview display of the year’s hottest 
toys.

According to Shepherd’s memory, in the corner 
window, unveiled on that wintry Saturday night 
in a December long ago, were Shirley Temple dolls, 
Flexible Flyers, Tinker Toys, Lincoln Logs, toy 
Army tanks, Lionel Trains and stuffed animals, all 
jumbled and tumbled together with a snowy back-
drop of Santa’s workshop.

It was here that Ralphie caught his fi rst glimpse 
of the Red Ryder BB gun, and for weeks afterwards 
could think of nothing else besides owning the 
gleaming, polished steel weapon. In his fantasies, 

Continued on Page 4

The need has always been there.

This year,

it happens to 

be greater.

As more people face poverty, you can help rescue Christmas with a 
monthly gift of $25 that provides food, assistance, and hope to the most 

vulnerable this season. Enlist in Love’s Army at SAMichiganCity.org.

http://www.hhs59.com/goldb-latts.htm
http://www.hhs59.com/goldb-latts.htm
http://www.hhs59.com/goldb-latts.htm
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awake and asleep, he dreamed of defending his fam-
ily from would-be danger that lurked all around.

The original title of the short story about Ralpie’s 
gun was titled “Dual in the Snow, or Red Ryder Nails 
the Cleveland Kid,” which neatly encapsulates the 
dream of the boy and his trusty air rifl e.

For generations, it his been the decorated win-
dows of department stores that have drawn folks 
into the business districts of towns all across Amer-
ica, to dream and imagine what might be, or what 
Santa might bring them if they were good. It is 
Macy’s that claims to have installed the fi rst such 
window display in New York back in 1874.

As more stores began to adopt the idea of win-
dows decorated for Christmas, each competing with 
the other, animated displays were added. In 1883, 
Macy’s added steam-powered animated fi gures.

The Goldblatt’s windows were a wonder to behold. 
I experienced them as a youngster in the 1950s, a 
decade after Shepherd’s story takes place. There I 
stood, a skinny, beanpole, runt of a kid with a big 
head, buzz cut blond hair and cleft chin, “ear muff to 
ear muff” with my peers dreaming of the wonderful 
toys I might fi nd under my family Christmas tree.

“A Christmas Story” Continued from Page 3 by various cities in the region and celebrating vari-
ous charitable organizations.

Each window is animated and fi lled with color-
fully clothed characters. A video screen adjacent to 
each window runs in a loop the scene depicted in the 
diorama.

As you begin your tour, you see the window of Hig-
bee’s with Ralphie and his friends peering through 
the glass. Here, you catch a fi rst glimpse of the fa-
bled Red Ryder rifl e.

Visitors to the Indiana Welcome Center take in the windows
depicting scenes from “A Christmas Story.”

Since 2008, The Indiana Welcome Center has 
brought back to life this wonderful tradition of 
decorated Christmas windows with scenes that il-
lustrate Ralphie and his dream of owning his very 
own Red Ryder air rifl e. The display features a se-
ries of seven windows decorated as old-time store 
windows, each depicting a scene from “A Christmas 
Story.” These animated displays were originally cre-
ated for Macy’s in Herald’s Square in 2003.

The Indiana Welcome Center is a work of art in 
itself. It was designed to illustrate, in “building lan-
guage,” the various facets of life in Northwest In-
diana: agriculture, rivers, dunes, Lake Michigan 
waves and industry.

The Christmas window displays follow the perim-
eter of the main hall of the center under an open 
canopy of steel waves. In the center of the room is a 
forest of tinsel and ornament-laden trees decorated 

Ralphie’s dream of saving his family from ma-
rauders is highlighted in the second window. A third 
shows Flick’s tongue stuck to a freezing fl ag pole, 
the result of a “Triple dog dare.” Flick’s arms beat 
the air as he tries, in vain, to escape

Yet another window illustrates the “Old Man’s” 
major award: a curvaceous leg lamp prominently 
displayed in the living room window of the Parker 
home. Next to that is Santa’s mountain where Ral-
phie again hears the warning he might shoot his 
eye out as Santa pushes him off the mountain with 
his boot.

Around the room, you watch the Bumpus hounds 
devour the family’s Christmas turkey. Finally, Ral-
phie settles in for the night clutching his new rifl e, 
while his parents settle in for the evening in front of 
the Christmas tree with a nice glass of wine.

There are two gift shops in the welcome center, 
each featuring items with a “Christmas Story” 
theme.

If “A Christmas Story” is one of your favorite 
movies, you won’t want to miss this presentation. 
The memorable collection of dioramas will be loved 
by those who remember the good old days of Goldb-
latt’s in Hammond, as well as those young folks who 
would like to hear the stories of Christmas’ past. Ev-
eryone will enjoy the colorful, animated scenes and 
laugh at the adventure of Ralphie and his family.

“A Christmas Story” will be on display through 
Jan. 3 at the Indiana Welcome Center. It is free and 
open to the public from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, with 
special hours for events and holidays. Visit www.
AChristmasStoryComesHome.com

This display depicts the scene in “A Christmas Story” in which 
Ralphie protects his family from thieves.

http://www.AChristmasStoryComesHome.com
http://www.AChristmasStoryComesHome.com
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BOBBIE CAVIC 
BROKER ASSOCIATE
(612) 385-2576
d’aprile properties
1bcavic@gmail.com
www.daprileproperties.com
Licensed in IN and MI

JUST SOLD
101 Austin Ln. Beachwalk  

$779,000

JUST LISTED
4280 Ponchartrain Dr. New Buffalo 

$1,400,000

JUST SOLD
5255 Cleveland Ave. Stevensville

$289,900

mailto:1bcavic@gmail.com
http://www.daprileproperties.com
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360  

“Open 7 Days”  
219-878-1720 Store 

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

 Interior/Exterior Painter 
For Only $275 A Day

Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $550 A Day

 Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $750 A Day

“Godmothered” is sweet and insubstantial, an 
example of Disney dipping into the same magical 
well that gave rise to the Amy Adams charmer “En-
chanted” (2007). That fi lm was a classic. “Godmoth-
ered” is not.

But just because you’ve sampled a delicious pas-
try before does not mean a few more nibbles are fu-
tile. “Godmothered,” now streaming on Disney+, is 
a case of two dynamite comic actresses, Jillian Bell 
and Isla Fisher, creating two adorable characters 
fi lled with enormous good cheer.

Bell stars as Eleanor Fay Bloomingbottom, an 
untested fairy godmother who realizes the days of 
her kind are drawing to a close. No one believes in 
her magical kind anymore. But Eleanor, a giddy sort 
for whom “no” is absent from her vocabulary, uncov-
ers a letter from a young girl from Boston desper-
ate for help. So, Eleanor secretly bolts for the real 
world, unaware the girl is now an adult. Mackenzie 

(Fisher) is in her 40s, a widow 
and with two girls desperate 
for attention. Mackenzie works 
for one of those sitcom-style TV 
stations that delights in sensa-
tionalizing mundane stories.

Like Giselle in “Enchanted,” 
Eleanor is an innocent: a naïve, 
can-do optimist with no inkling 
of how the real world functions. 
Mackenzie, by comparison, 
is a weary cynic in desperate 
need of a personality do-over. 
You don’t have to be a Rhodes 
Scholar to see where this is 
headed.

And, to be honest, you don’t 
care about the fl imsy aspects of 
“Godmothered.” Bell (“Brittany 
Runs a Marathon”) and Fisher 
(“Wedding Crashers”) are two 

comic actresses who play to their 
strengths here: sly wit, manic energy and crafty in-
telligence.

And in the end, “Godmothered” is less about fi nd-
ing Mackenzie a man and more about re-invigorating 
the beating heart of her family. The fi lm’s climax in-
volves a Christmas ceremony performance by Mack-
enzie’s eldest daughter, Jane (Jillian Shea Spaeder), 
of “Rise Up” by Andra Day. It is a beautiful, haunting 
fi nish, a perfect close to this delightful story.

Will you remember “Godmothered” a few months 
from now? Probably not. But the time spent in its 
company is a sheer delight.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

“Godmothered” is a Sweet Riff on Amy Adams’ “Enchanted”
by Andrew Tallackson

Isla Fisher (left) and Jillian Bell star in “Godmothered,” now streaming on Disney+.

★ ★ ★
“Godmothered”

Running time: 113 minutes. Streaming on Disney +. 

Rated PG for some suggestive comments

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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4466220099 RROOYYAALL AAVVEENNUUEE •• GGRRAANNDD BBEEAACCHH,, MMII
Welcome to this wonderful Grand Beach home, located on a prime homesite, overlooking the park and golf course and 
with a large POOL. Built in 2015 with 7 bedrooms, 5.5 bathrooms, this home is ready to go. The gorgeous open foyer 
with a beautiful staircase and open floor plan concept will have your attention from the moment you enter the home. It 
boasts a large custom kitchen with an over-sized island, built-in refrigerator, and plenty of room for everyone to gather. 
The family room has soaring ceilings and wonderful fireplace to enjoy those winter days with your favorite glass of wine. 
Four ensuite bedrooms with one of them on the main floor. The lower level has a game room for all ages to have fun and 
a kitchenette. Look no further, you deserve this. RELAX, ENJOY & JUMP IN THE POOL!

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty.

77 BBeeddrroooommss,, 55..55 BBaatthhss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$11,,449999,,000000 

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

Auto • Truck • Boat • RV
Fall & Winter Special
BUFF,WAX, & SEAL 

$50 OFF
Services Included:

Machine buff, hand wax, seal by hand. Remove all 
surface scratches if needed. Interior vacuumed 

and wiped down. Windows in & out.

FREE LEATHER TREATMENT 

Stop in for an estimate & SAVE $50!! 

Lakeshore Executive Detailing LLC.
3213 E. U.S. 12

Michigan City, IN 46360        (219) 879-1250
lakeshoreexecutive@hotmail.com

“Drive Through” Food Drive to 
Take Place at Ames December 19
The Michigan City High School Student Coun-

cil is spearheading a 
“drive-through” collec-
tion of nonperishable 
food items on Sat., De-
cember 19 from 9:00 
a.m.-Noon at Ames 
Field (2501 Franklin 
St.). All items collected 
will be donated to the 
food pantry at the Sal-
vation Army of Michi-
gan City.

Each December, the 
high school – along with 
Michigan City Area 
Schools elementary 
and middle schools – has participated in a district
wide food drive that benefi ts the Salvation Army. 
For several years running, the drive has generated 
more than 2 tons of canned goods and other nonper-
ishable items for those in need.

In previous years, the high school solicited food 
pantry donations by offering discount tickets at the 
annual Sadie Hawkins’ Dance, which wasn’t held 
this year due to COVID, and collected during school 
hours in the fall months. 

“We know that many families in Michigan City 
are in need of this food, this year more than ever,” 
said MCHS Student Council President Reese At-
tar. “We felt it was important to continue the tradi-
tion even though students are learning online right 
now.” 

Students and staff volunteers will be on hand 
to collect items from those driving through; please 
wear a mask when driving through to donate. Mon-
etary donations for the Salvation Army also will be 
accepted at the event.

The collection drive will have an element of com-
petition, as well, thanks to Domino’s Pizza. Food 
will be weighed and credited to the donor’s Michi-
gan City school of choice. 

Attention, Michigan City!

CAN WE DO IT?
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19th

9:00 am - NOON
Drive-through and donate food at Ames Field

Nonperishable items only, please! Food collected will be provided 
to the Salvation Army of Michigan City food pantry.

Domino’s Pizza prize for the MCAS school that collects the most! 
Community members encouraged to donate… 

you can designate your donation on behalf of your favorite school.

Each December, MCAS has donated 2 TONS of food. Due to COVID we are 
not in person to bring food to school. But WE CAN still do it this year!

Sponsored by MCHS Student Council

! !

Upcoming Acorn Theatre Events
Friday, December 18th @ 8pm ET / 7pm CT
Jeff Daniels Online and Unplugged!
Join Emmy award-winning actor, director, and 

singer/songwriter Jeff Daniels for an intimate con-
cert experience full of original songs and personal 
stories from his stage and movie career that only he 
can tell. You’re guaranteed plenty of smiles.

Stick around for an interactive audience Q&A 
with Jeff following the show. 

Information at info@acornlive.org. Tickets are 
$15.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:lakeshoreexecutive@hotmail.com
mailto:info@acornlive.org
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It took me three viewings to fi nally embrace Or-
son Welles’ “Citizen Kane” (1941) as the cinematic 
masterpiece it is. The fi rst time, I was 11 or 12. Too 
young. The next viewing was a good 10 years later, 
in fi lm school at Indiana University, where it still 
left me cold. Appreciative of its technical marvels, 
yes, but curiously unmoved.

It took living life a bit more, I suppose, to survive 
my own encounters with loss and regret, to appreci-
ate what Welles was trying to say. A third viewing 
in my late 20s delivered the goods, the fi nal image 
of Rosebud heartbreaking symbolism for long-lost 
childhood innocence. I was now offi cially a fan.

“Mank,” the “story behind the story” of “Citizen 
Kane” now streaming on Netfl ix, is not just direc-
tor David Fincher’s love letter to the fi lm, but also 
to the Golden Age of Hollywood. Fincher, a master 
stylist who can art-direct a movie like it’s nobody’s 
business (“Seven,” “The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button,” “Gone Girl”), is punch-drunk on old Hol-
lywood. This may be the most gorgeous movie of 
this year...or any year, for that fact. And for about 
an hour, it bounces along with all the makings of a 
new American classic. But the more the screenplay, 
written by Fincher’s late father, Jack, digs into its 
rancorous subject, screenwriter Herman Mankie-
wicz, the less of a spell it casts, where ultimately, 
spending time with this guy is more of a chore than 
it is satisfying.

As the fi lm begins, we learn that in 1940, Welles 

is Hollywood’s new golden boy, scoring total con-
trol from RKO to create his fi rst motion picture. He 
chooses Mankiewicz (Oscar-winner Gary Oldman), 
or “Mank,” as he’s known in the industry, to write 
the script. An alcoholic who’s burned his share of 
industry bridges, Mank is recovering from a broken 
leg sustained in a car accident. His task is to dictate 
the script to his secretary, Rita (Lily Collins), who 
quickly notices the parallels between the script’s ti-
tle character and publishing magnate William Ran-
dolph Hearst, played here by Charles Dance.

Much of the fi lm exists in fl ashbacks to reveal how 
Mank – played by Oldman as lucid enough to admit 
he’s his own worst enemy – used all the key players 
in his life as inspiration for his latest masterpiece.

But the real star of “Mank” is Fincher and his 
production crew. They have painstakingly created 
a fi lm that looks as if it was actually made in the 
1930s. Erik Messerschmidt’s gorgeous black-and-
white cinematography paints rich, stark contrasts 
between light and dark. Trish Summerville’s lavish 
gowns suit the period perfectly. New fl ashbacks are 
introduced with elements of a script typed across 
the screen.

“Mank” is Visual Eye Candy That Almost Loses Its Way
by Andrew Tallackson

Gary Oldman stars as screenwriter Herman Mankiewicz in David Fincher’s “Mank,” now streaming on Netfl ix.

★ ★ ★
“Mank”

Running time: 131 minutes. Streaming on Netflix. 

Rated R for language
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Kevin Murphy Products

It’s cinephile heaven...up to a point.
Mank’s growing rift with Hollywood, what tosses 

more salt on the wound in addition to his alcohol-
ism, is the 1934 election for California governor, 
the Democratic candidate for which is writer Up-
ton Sinclair, whose Socialist platform raises the ire 
of Hollywood’s elite. We are reminded, of course, of 
the forthcoming Hollywood blacklist spurred by Mc-
Carthyism, of the many industry careers that would 
not survive the scrutiny. And as Mank’s squabbles 
with studio heads intensify over Sinclair, Fincher 
and crew can’t get us to care about its cantanker-
ous screenwriter. Nor the many famous faces who 
waltz in and out of his life. The only one who leaves 
a mark is Amanda Seyfried in a “wow” of a perfor-
mance as Marion Davies, actress and mistress of 
William Randolph Heart. Seyfried, who has done 
strong work in “Les Miserables” and “The Art of 
Racing in the Rain,” feels more alive here than any-
one else. She gets to the heart of who Davies was: a 
blond bombshell with a brain. The energy, the good 
cheer Seyfried elicits frequently saves scenes from 
collapsing into gloom and doom.

I wanted more of her, more of the “Citizen Kane” 
connections, than of Mank’s tortured existence. In-
stead, what we get is a good movie. A smart one, 
with razzle-dazzle to spare. Just not the classic it 
might have been.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

The brightest performance in “Mank” comes from Amanda Seyfried, 
pictured here with Gary Oldman, as actress Marion Davies.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Opening April 15: 2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

The Patrick's Grille staff has worked diligently these             
past several months through many days of  uncertainty.
We have made the difficult decision to temporarily close    
our doors for in-side dining to ensure the safety of our     
staff and guests.

Although our door is closed our hearts are 
open and we will continue to provide curbside 
and catering services. We are here to help 
make this holiday season memorable. 

CLEAN & SHINE SERVICES
Experience the Difference 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

300 Arthur Street D 
Michigan City, IN 46360

Fully Insured

Cell 574-440-4816

Office 219-809-9359

• Professional 
• Experienced

Weekly - Monthly 
Bi-Weekly - One Time

SERVICES: Carpet & Upholstery
Tile & Grout & VCT • Windows & Gutters
Pressure Washing • Dryer Vent • Wood Floors 
Area Rugs • Mattresses • Boat & RV 
Hard Floors • Carpet Stretching • Janitorial
Home & Building Maintenance

Family Advocates Receives Grant
Family Advocates and its Court Youth Advocate 

Program has received a $43,000 grant through the 
Youth Program Resilience Fund of Lilly Endow-
ment Inc. 

Family Advocates will use the grant to continue 
to recruit and train volunteers as well as expand 
its work to support struggling students in the vir-
tual learning platforms being used during the cur-
rent pandemic. With this support, the Court Youth 
Advocate Program will be able to continue its com-
mitment to enhance the welfare and safety of the 
community youth served and impact existing risk 
factors of re-arrest, academic failure, substance use 
and more, while providing one-on-one guidance and 
advocacy.

The grant to Family Advocates is one of 297 that 
Lilly Endowment has made grants to through the 
Youth Program Resilience Fund to help youth-serv-
ing organizations across Indiana adapt their work 
to challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Grants from this fund are part of more than $170 
million in grants Lilly Endowment has made to help 
organizations serve individuals and communities 
amid the pandemic.

Lilly Endowment Inc. is an Indianapolis-based, 
private philanthropic foundation created in 1937 by 
J. K. Lilly and his sons, Eli and J.K. Jr., through 
gifts of stock in their pharmaceutical business, Eli 
Lilly and Company. While those gifts remain the fi -
nancial bedrock of the Endowment, the Endowment 
is a separate entity from the company, with a dis-
tinct governing board, staff and location. In keeping 
with its founders’ wishes, the Endowment supports 
the causes of community development, education, 
and religion, and it maintains a special commitment 
to its hometown, Indianapolis, and home state, In-
diana.

If you are looking for an opportunity to make a 
positive difference in the life of a young person who 
needs you, please contact Brenda Stellema, CYA 
Program Director at 219.324.3385 for more infor-
mation. 
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Salvation Army Gets a Van Full

The cold temps have arrived, but the hearts at 
Notre Dame School are nothing but warm. Togeth-
er, all eleven classes collected eleven different items 
for our local Salvation Army. Being charitable and 
helping others is a simple task that we can do with 
our many hands. We are thankful and blessed to 
still be together this Advent Season learning and 
living our faith.

Harbor Country Hikers
Harbor Country Hikers will enjoy the peace and 

solitude of the dune-pocketed wetlands of Warren 
Dunes State Park, ending with a breathtaking view 
of Lake Michigan, on Sat., Dec. 19, beginning at 2 
p.m. EST.

Led by HCH President Pat Fisher, the hike goes 
through the park’s legally designated Nature Study 
Area. The trail goes over the Post-Nipissing dune 
barriers that created the unique back-dune complex 
and dune-pocketed wetlands of the Grand Marais 
Embayment, ending with the breathtaking view of 
Lake Michigan.

The two-mile hike includes slow-paced dune 
climbs. Hikers are advised bring water and dress 
in layers including long pants, a sun hat and sturdy 
shoes or boots. Depending on the weather, there 
may be some muddy areas. HCH observe social dis-
tancing and the use of face masks is required.

HCH will meet in the Warren Dunes Organiza-
tional Campground parking lot at the Floral Lane 
entrance located north of the main entrance at 
12032 Red Arrow Highway, Sawyer. Cars without a 
season pass can check in at the main gate.

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Product Volume Up. Product Volume Up.
Prices Trending Down. Prices Trending Down.

Holiday Shopping begins Holiday Shopping begins
at Posh!at Posh!

P.S. Clothes are Essential!P.S. Clothes are Essential!
Thank you for supporting Small Business Thank you for supporting Small Business

Premium ConsignorsPremium Consignors
Taking Winter AppointmentsTaking Winter Appointments

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

DAF Online Holiday Stories
Dunes Arts Foundation (DAF) is offering free 

multicultural online videos on its website www.
dunesarts.org to provide high-quality, family friend-
ly holiday entertainment during this time of social 
distancing. 

DAF, well-known for the Dunes Summer The-
atre, produced the videos to celebrate seasonal tra-
ditions of Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and Las 
Posadas.  

Elise Kermani, DAF managing director, says the 
videos will be available at no charge. Donations of 
$5 per video are encouraged to help cover expenses 
for the upcoming 2021 season, when DAF will cel-
ebrate its 70th anniversary.  

“We hope children and parents will be inspired 
and uplifted by the messages of these stories and 
songs,” Kermani says. “We know that, during these 
diffi cult times, children are missing the comfort of 
story times in schools and libraries.” 

DAF Artistic Director Tito Sanchez-Williams re-
corded the videos with a diverse cast of guest per-
formers, notably high-profi le actor Nik Walker, from 
Broadway’s “Hamilton” and “Ain’t Too Proud.”  

Viewers have the option of watching one or all of 
the videos.  

Nik Walker sings “Silent Night” 
on the Christmas video; it also 
features the classic story, “Twas 
the Night Before Christmas,” per-
formed in English and Spanish. 

The Hanukkah 
video tells the origins of this eight-
day traditional Jewish holiday. A 
traditional song associated with 
the festival is sung in Hebrew and 
English.  

Two Kwanzaa videos 
about the African-Ameri-
can celebration of life ex-
plain the seven principles 
of the holiday with delight-
ful African stories.  

Las Posadas, a religious festival celebrated in 
Mexico, commemorates the journey of Mary and Jo-
seph to Bethlehem. Christmas songs typical of this 
festival are performed in Spanish.   

A reading of Charles Dickens’ “The Christmas 
Carol” featuring Robert Thorson as Scrooge. 

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.dunesarts.org
http://www.dunesarts.org
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By Andrew Tallackson

“The Crown” just delivered its best season. Pe-
riod.

Going into it, I had my reservations, disheartened 
by the rather lumpy third season. Let me explain.

When the Netfl ix sensation debuted in 2016, its 
creator, Peter Morgan (Helen Mirren’s 2006 Oscar-
winner “The Queen”), desired nothing less than to 
put a human face, warts and all, on the British mon-
archy. Equal parts history lesson, historical fi ction, 
personal drama and posh soap opera, the fi rst two 
seasons introduced us Claire Foy as Queen Eliza-
beth II and Vanessa Kirby as Princess Margaret.

Claire Foy. Has there ever been a more fetch-
ing creature? The thrill of her performance was 
watching this poised beauty harden into a woman 
of steely resolve and determination. The scene that 
stays with me from Season 1 is Elizabeth, summon-
ing every ounce of courage to dress down Winston 
Churchill (a towering John Lithgow) for lying to her, 
and Churchill standing there, taking it, because he 
knows she’s right. That was when I fell in love with 
Claire Foy as an actress.

And Kirby? The actress didn’t just saunter 
through the sets. She prowled them, as if sizing up 
her prey. A cigarette in hand, a look of sheer bore-
dom on her face. On a quest for instant gratifi ca-
tion, respect from her family.

These two were acting gold. Morgan, however, 
never intended to stick with the same cast. Only 
time and experience can age a face into new decades, 
and he’s right. But with freshly minted Oscar-win-
ner Olivia Colman (“The Favourite”) at the helm 
as Elizabeth in Season 3, I found myself resistant 
to the change. Missing Foy’s fresh-faced honesty. 
Bored by some of the stuffy storytelling. Distressed 
that, after a few randy episodes with Helena Bon-
ham Carter as Margaret, the actress all but faded 
into the show’s ornate backgrounds.

Season 4, which just debuted on Netfl ix, rights 
all those wrongs, coming out of the gate swinging. 
It has plenty of explosive territory to cover. Marga-
ret Thatcher. Her son’s brief disappearance. The cri-
sis in the Falklands. The break-in into the queen’s 
quarters. A shocking discovery into the family’s hid-
den mental illness. And, of course, the toxic mar-
riage of Charles and Diana.

Season 4 is the most subversive because it threat-
ens to depict everyone as unlikable. And, it’s been 
accused of toying with the truth more than ever. 
Many on behalf of the royal family, in fact, are de-
manding Netfl ix introduce this season as a fi ctional 
drama.

I don’t have time to debate the factual merits of 

the show. As entertainment, each episode of Sea-
son 4 packs more dramatic punch than the average 
movie these days. Morgan, his cast and crew are on 
fi re. They’re sitting on dynamite, and they know it, 
delivering a sharp, incisive exploration of a monar-
chy, and a country, under constant crisis.

Morgan fi nally has achieved a better balance be-
tween Colman and Bonham Carter. With Colman, 
we get a stronger sense of her duty to the crown 
over her children, all of whom are miserable as 
adults. Bonham Carter has more scenes that convey 
the tragedy of Margaret: a woman who realizes how 
the crown obliterates all sense of self.

The secret weapon this time is former “X Files” 
star Gillian Anderson as Thatcher. My male naivete 
assumed the meetings between the queen and her 
fi rst female prime minister would be cordial: wom-
an to woman. Hardly. Their sessions bite, increas-
ingly fraught with hostility. The most devastating 
encounter arrives after a story is leaked to the press 

conveying the queen’s disappointment with Thatch-
er, specifi cally her refusal to support sanctions 
against South Africa. Thatcher’s ensuing confronta-
tion with the queen is an icy, poisonous ping-pong 
match between two fi rmly divided opposites. Watch-
ing Anderson disappear with every fi ber of her be-
ing into Thatcher, permit me to commit blasphemy 
by saying I prefer her take on the role over Meryl 
Streep in “The Iron Lady” (2011). Anderson’s body 
slumps into a posture aged by time, her head tilts as 
if always soaking in her surroundings. Her breathy, 
labored speech is a dead-on recreation. But during 
that face-off against the queen, after the article is 
published, it is the hurt, the betrayal blazing out 
of Anderson that guarantees this actress an Emmy 
nomination. The performance is not just mimicry, 
but Anderson delivering the most impassioned work 
of her career.

Then, of course, there is the “crowded” marriage 
of Charles, Diana and Camilla Parker Bowles.

�������	��
����
��������������������������������
In many respects, 

this is the “Charles 
and Diana” season 
because it charts the 
brief courtship of the 
two - Josh O’Connor 
returns as Charles, 
and newcomer Emma 
Corrin is lovely as 
Diana – Charles’ still 
potent love affair 
with Camilla (Em-
erald Fennell, “Call 
the Midwife”) and the 

royal family’s insistence that Charles wed Diana. 
As Americans back in the ‘80s, we all wanted the 
fairy tale. What we saw on television. The future 
king and his beautiful bride, a woman practically 
canonized by the public. We could not wrap our 
minds around Charles’ obsession with the dumpy 
Camilla. Morgan, as the show’s creator and writer, 
is careful to place blame with the royal family, for 
again disregarding Charles and his needs in favor 
of what works best for “the crown.” What we are not 
prepared for is the venom Charles spews at Diana. 
O’Connor’s performance has been dismissed as a 
“hatchet job,” and in some respects, it is. His vision 
of Charles is a nerdy, dull, grossly immature man 
who becomes consumed with resentment toward 
Diana, fi rst for denying him the chance to be with 
his true love, and second for repeatedly fi nding fa-
vor with the public over him. The cruelty he exacts 
when in Diana’s presence is depicted as amplifying 
Diana’s eating disorder and triggering her own se-
ries of affairs.

The fi nal shot of Season 4, in fact, shows the roy-
al family preparing for a Christmas photo, Diana 
standing nearby, watching. Excluded. The symbol-
ism is not lost on us. Tragedy lurks on the horizon, 
which presents a tricky dilemma for Morgan as se-
ries creator. “The Queen” did such an expert job of 
covering the immediate aftermath of Diana’s death, 
as well as the arrival of Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
how will they reenact the same material? Will they 
reenact the same material?

That may be an impossible parlor trick. Also, 
this is it for Colman and crew. In Season 5, Imelda 
Staunton takes over as Elizabeth, Jonathan Pryce 
as Phillip and Lesley Manville as Margaret. They 
have to get their feet wet in the roles right as histo-
ry takes a tragic turn. Something tells me, though, 
if anyone can pull it off, it’s Morgan. Why? Because 
Season 4 is a stunning achievement.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Much of Season 4 of “The Crown” centers on the toxic marriage of Prince Charles (Josh O’Connor) and Princess Diana (Emma Corrin).

Gillian Anderson is a marvel as Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher.
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Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

219-214-0420

YOU CALL WE HAUL!YOU CALL WE HAUL!

Tired of asking your husband 
to get rid of that old junk?

RENT-A-MAN!
COMMERCIAL• RESIDENTIAL • SENIOR DISCOUNTS • SMALL DEMO

FORECLOSURE • COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT • FREE ESTIMATES

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Curtis 

Flooring

(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

WOOD CHIPSALES

Canterbury Theatre Presents 
‘Love Notes From A Distance’

Canterbury Theatre, in association with Bossier 
Parish Community College (BPCC) in Louisiana, 
will present the musical comedy, Love Notes From 
A Distance, streaming online on Dec. 17, 18, and 19, 
at 7:30 pm each evening.

Audience members will be able to enjoy the show 
from the comfort of their own homes. The production 
can be accessed at the performance times through 
this link: https://www.twitch.tv/bpcctheatre

The production continues the longtime collabora-
tion between Canterbury Theatre and BPCC, span-
ning almost two decades.

Love Notes From A Distance is a musical comedy 
that juxtaposes popular songs that would have been 
heard in or about 1920 with short scenes that could 
occur in 2020.

Conceived and directed by Canterbury Artistic 
Director, Ray Scott Crawford, who is Dean of Com-
munication and Performing Arts at BPCC, the 45 
minute production features a cast of 14, each show-
cased in solo songs or duet scenes.

Many of the performers are former Resident 
Company members from past Canterbury Summer 
Theatre seasons.

Admission to view the production is free, but do-
nations are encouraged, and can be made using the 
PayPal portal on the Canterbury Theatre website 
home page at http://www.canterburytheatre.org or 
mailed to the theatre at P.O. Box 157, Michigan 
City, IN 46361.

Audience members are encouraged to join the 
production link 10-15 minutes prior to the 7:30 pm 
showtime to allow for any connection diffi culties.

For more information about the show or assis-
tance with viewing, contact Kim Condon at kcon-
don@bpcc.edu.

http://www.michianamechanical.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
https://www.twitch.tv/bpcctheatre
http://www.canterburytheatre.org
mailto:kcon-don@bpcc.edu
mailto:kcon-don@bpcc.edu
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NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising 

in the Dining Guide?
Call us today at (219) 879-0088

 Wed.-Thurs. open 4pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am.   Follow us on Facebook for specials & live music events.

WATCHWATCH
forfor

WINTER SPECIALSWINTER SPECIALS

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

R  E  S  T  A  U  R  A  N  T

77.99$DDIINNEE  IINN  oorr  CCAARRRRYYOOUUTT

www.FiddleheadMC.com

DINE IN or CARRYOUT

422 Franklin St, Michigan City, IN | 219.210-3253

7.99$

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

MONDAY 
$5 BURGER

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

ALL DAY

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• American Legion, 107 N. Flynn Rd., Westville, IN 

4639. 1:00 pm - 06:00 pm. Tuesday, Dec 22.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling 

well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

Michigan City Public Art Committee
The Michigan City Public Art Committee (MAC) 

will hold their regular meeting Thurs., Dec. 17.  
This month the meeting will be a Zoom Meeting 
starting at 10 am

http://www.FiddleheadMC.com
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher has begun  

new office hours

Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thank you for your patience 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Art Barn Closings
Due to staffi ng shortages related to COVID-19, 

offi ces will be closed Dec. 4-15. These measures are 
being taken in order to keep our Art Barn communi-
ty safe. We will be disinfecting surfaces in the build-
ing including handrails, door knobs/handles, light 
switches/thermostats, table tops, counters, sinks, 
storage cabinets, chairs and all restroom surfaces.

There will be direct contact with students enrolled 
in classes currently in session, as well as those who 
have facility rentals scheduled. The Holiday Gift 
Gallery may reopen prior to Dec. 15 if schedule can 
be rearranged. Further updates of any changes to 
will be provided of the hours.

Staff will be working remotely. Please check the 
Facebook page and website for updates. Questions 
can be directed to info@artbarnschool.org or please 
leave a message at 219-462-9009 and the staff will 
get back to you.

It is important community to stay healthy. Please 
follow the guidelines recommended by the CDC to 
prevent illness. If you or individuals in your house-
hold are sick, please stay home.

Carl Griffi n Obituary
Carl L. Griffi n, Jr., former Long 

Beach resident, passed away peace-
fully at his home in Redlands, CA 
on Nov. 1, at the age of 94. He and 
his wife, Suzanne, along with their 
4 children, Cynthia, Marcia, Mi-
chael and Susan, moved to Indiana 
in 1964. Carl served as an Elder and on the Board 
of Directors for the First Presbyterian Church of 
Michigan City and also served on the Board of Di-
rectors of the newly founded Citizens Bank of Mich-
igan City. He devoted substantial time and effort to 
the Boy Scouts of America and was presented with 
the prestigious Silver Beaver Award.

 Griff, as he was well known by his countless 
friends, had a passion for golf and as a member of 
the Long Beach Country Club, won two Club Cham-
pionships in 1967 and 1969 and also won an Indi-
ana Masters golf tournament.

Family always came fi rst for Griff and his en-
during legacy will forever reside in his children, 7 
grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren. He will 
be lovingly remembered as a man of the utmost in-
tegrity, whose advice was often sought and relied 
upon. He had a highly competitive spirit be it on the 
golf course or at the gin rummy table. 

He was preceded in death by his wife of 72 years, 
Sue, and their beloved daughter Susan Lyles. 

The family wishes to express its heartfelt thanks 
and appreciation to son, Michael, for the endless de-
votion and loving care he gave to both parents.

Contributions may be made to the Parkinson’s 
Foundation. A memorial service will be held at a fu-
ture date.

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
mailto:info@artbarnschool.org
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©Teachers Credit Union. See TCU Visa Platinum credit card and TCU Visa Signature Rewards Credit Card terms 
and conditions for details. Cardholders are responsible for the cost of any goods or services purchased by the 
Visa Signature Concierge on cardholders’ behalf.

Low rate or earn 
rewards while  
you shop!  
Choose the Visa® credit  
card that suits your lifestyle.

Visit tcunet.com/CreditCards to learn more.
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For more than 35 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron.

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

Let Us Turn Your Dream
Kitchen into Reality!

The Kitchen & Bath Specialists
Providing Quality Craftsmanship for Over 30 Years.

Serving Michiana Communities. Free Estimates.

SchanderRemodeling.com Call 219-561-1188

Michigan City Public Library News
Library Mitten Tree
The Michigan City Public Library is celebrating 

the holidays with its annual collection of winter 
items for the “Mitten Tree.” Donate new and gently 
used mittens, scarves and hats at the Youth Servic-
es desk and get a mitten to hang on our Christmas 
tree. Due to Covid restraints we are not able to col-
lect food for the food pantry this year. 

Virtual Story Times and Winter Crafts
Join the Michigan City Public Library’s virtual 

storytime with take-home crafts! A new storytime 
video will be posted to our website every Wednesday 
at 10:00 AM. Each video will be available to watch 
on our website for two weeks at the following link: 
https://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/

New take-home crafts will be available every 
Wednesday to accompany the virtual storytimes. 
Visit the Youth Services desk to get a take-home 
storytime craft. For children up to 5 years old. Con-
tact the Youth Services department for more info at 
219-873-3045.

Dungeons & Dragons
Do you enjoy games, adventures, and great sto-

ries? Come play D&D with Michigan City Public Li-
brary in our monthly one-shot campaigns hosted on 
Zoom! For players ages 13-18 years.

The next session will be held on Wed., Dec. 16, 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. While supplies last, characters 
and dice will be available for pick-up at Youth Ser-
vices for those who register.

Registration is required. For more information, 
contact Jonathan at 219-873-3045 or email him at 
ysonline@mclib.org or jlovett@mclib.org.

Graphic Novel Club
Listen to the Michigan City Public Library’s new 

graphic novel podcast at https://www.buzzsprout.
com/1354294. Register for the Zoom Meetup – 
Thurs., Dec. 17. Registration required. Call Jona-
than at 219-873-3045 or email YSonline@mclib.org 
to register. Next month we will discuss You Brought 
Me the Ocean by Alex Sanchez. 

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

https://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
mailto:ysonline@mclib.org
mailto:jlovett@mclib.org
https://www.buzzsprout
mailto:YSonline@mclib.org
http://www.thebeacher.com
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
On Phase 2 or 
Phase 3 Detail!

Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 30 years in business

featuring

219  879  8304 sales@citysupply.com

Kitchen & Bath Cabinets
Showroom at:

4301 Ohio Street
Michigan City, IN

City
  Supply, inc.

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER

312.343.9143

INTERIOR
DESIGN

Northern IN • Southwest MI • Metro Chicago

Art Exhibit at Napleton Gallery
Ginny Scott, 

Abstract Expres-
sionist Artist, will 
be exhibiting her 
paintings at The 
Napleton Gallery, 
Merrillville, IN, 
December 15th 
through the month 
of January, 2021. 
She has exhibited 
throughout the re-
gion in numerous 
solo, group shows 
and juried exhibits 
since relocating to 
Indiana from Chi-
cago. Ginny has 
won several fi rst prizes and honorable mentions for 
her work. 

Her work has been published in several art books 
including Studio Visit Magazine 2016-2020 and 
American Artwork book 2018-2020. Ginny is a ju-
ried member of the Area Artists’ Association of the 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, a juried member of 
Northern Indiana Artists, Inc., South Bend, IN. She 
maintains her studio in LaPorte, IN.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:sales@citysupply.com
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Brochures

Barker Mansion
The staff at Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St., 

have released the December schedule of events.
December hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday 

through Sunday. For the three Fridays before 
Christmas, the hours are from 4 to 9 p.m.

Visitors can stop by to see the gingerbread vil-
lage, which is designed and built by Michigan City 
area non-profi ts and elementary schools.

Tours are available of pop-up exhibits that look 
at the history and traditions of winter holidays 
through the ages. 

Visit www.barkermansion.com for reservations 
or more details.

Museum Launches Virtual Programs
South Bend’s The History Museum is launching 

a series of free weekly virtual programs hosted by 
staff members.

The schedule includes:
• Dec. 17 — “Artifact Alley,” hosted by Registrar 

Kristi Dunn and providing a look at artifacts 
from the museum’s collections.

• Jan. 7 — “Curiosities of Copshaholm,” hosted by 
Curator of Copshaholm Skylar Stasney and show-
ing rooms and artifacts in the Oliver Mansion.
No reservations are required. Individuals can 

visit www.historymuseumSB.org or the museum’s 
Facebook page to access the link at 7 p.m. EST the 
day of the program.  

The museum is located at 808 W. Washington St. 
Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or call (574) 235-
9664 for more information.

Michigan City Public Library
The library is open, but with restrictions in place.

Until further notice, hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday. There is no public seating. The 
library also follows LaPorte County Health Depart-
ment’s Public Health Order Face Covering Mandate 
by requiring masks inside the building. Every indi-
vidual must wear a face covering over his/her nose 
and mouth at indoor areas open to the public. The 
circulation and reference desks will have masks 
available for $1.

The following services have been temporarily sus-
pended: public programs and meetings; literacy tutor-
ing; MakerSpace/3-D printing; study rooms; home-
bound service; interlibrary loan; puppets; puzzles; 
blocks and children’s AWE computers in Youth Servic-
es; Ellison die cut machine; public faxing; microfi lm 
use; magazine/book sale; and acceptance of donations.

Access is limited to the computer lab: One session 
(up to one hour) per person per day is allowed. Due 
to social-distancing guidelines, only one person at a 
station at a time. 

WiFi is available throughout the building and ex-
terior/parking lot.

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
http://www.barkermansion.com
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
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Activities to Explore 

In the Area:

Dec. 18 — Jeff Daniels Online and Unplugged!, 
8 p.m. EST, through The Acorn. Tickets: $15. Reser-
vations: www.acornlive.org

Through Dec. 31 — New exhibit, “New Views,” 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays/11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
weekends. Closed Tuesdays. Info: www.lubeznikcen-
ter.org, (219) 874-4900.

Through Jan. 4, 2021 — Works by Jamie Mc-
Neil, Queen of All Saints Catholic Church Legacy 
Center, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 
p.m. Info: jessicar@qas.org.

In the Region

Through Dec. 20 — Elkhart Juried Regional 
Art Exhibition, Midwest Museum of American Art, 
429 S. Main St., Elkhart. Hours (all times Eastern): 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Info: 
info@midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-6660.

Through Dec. 23 — Holiday Gift Gallery, 
Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 
East, Valparaiso. Shopping hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tue., Thur., Fri.; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat.; additional 
Wednesday hours: noon-4 p.m. through Dec. 23; 
by appointment — (219) 462-9009. Info: www.
artbarnschool.org for more details.

Through Jan. 3, 2021 — “‘A Christmas Story’ 
Comes Home Exhibit,” Hammond’s Indiana Wel-
come Center, 7770 Corinne Drive. Center hours: 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. daily. Info: www.achristmasstorycome-
shomes.com

Through Jan. 13, 2021 — Members Art Show, 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Regular 
business hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Sat. Info: www.chestertonart.com, (219) 926-
4711.

Through Jan. 16, 2021 — “Series 6,” annual 
holiday Berrien Artist Guild exhibit, Box Factory for 
the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich.  Viewing 
hours: noon-4 p.m. EST Fri.-Sun. Info: (269) 449-
2167, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
http://www.lubeznikcen-ter.org
mailto:jessicar@qas.org
mailto:info@midwestmuseum.us
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.achristmasstorycome-shomes.com
http://www.achristmasstorycome-shomes.com
http://www.achristmasstorycome-shomes.com
http://www.chestertonart.com
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
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Stationery
On December 17, 1791, a New York City traffi c 
regulation established the new nation’s fi rst one-
way street.

On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright 
made the world’s fi rst successful airplane fl ight as 
they soared over the sand dunes near Kitty Hawk, 
NC. Only fi ve persons, besides themselves, were 
present. Although a general invitation had been is-
sued to everyone within a fi ve or six mile radius, not 
many were willing to face a cold December wind to 
see, as they no doubt thought, another fl ying ma-
chine that would not fl y.

On December 17, 1933, in the fi rst world cham-
pionship of professional football, the Chicago Bears 
defeated the New York Giants by a score of 23 to 21. 
(Each player on the winning team received $210.00).

On December 17, 1944, the United States Army 
announced it would end its policy of excluding Jap-
anese-Americans from the West Coast.

On December 18, 1707, Charles Wesley, an Eng-
lish clergyman and famous hymn writer of Meth-
odism, was born at Epworth, England. He was the 
brother of John Wesley, founder of the Methodist 
Church.

On December 18, 1737, Italian Anatonio Stradi-
vari, one of the greatest violin-makers of all time, 
died in Cremona, Italy at the age of 93.

On December 18, 1865, slavery was abolished in 
the United States by the adoption of the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution, which read: “Nei-
ther slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have 
been legally convicted, shall exist within the United 
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”

On December 18, 1998, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives began debate on four articles of impeach-
ment against President Bill Clinton.

On December 18, 2000, Randolph A. Hearst, 
(whose daughter, Patricia, was kidnapped in 1974 
by the Symbionese Liberation Army) and who was 
the last surviving son of newspaper magnate Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst, died, in San Francisco, at 
the age of 85.

On December 19, 1732, Benjamin Franklin began 
publication of Poor Richard’s Almanack, a series of 
booklets full of aphorisms and homely sayings.

On December 19, 1777, General George Washing-
ton’s Continental Army, consisting of about 11,000

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
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Newsletters
men, went into winter quarters at Valley Forge, PA.

On December 19, 1843, Charles Dickens’ famous 
Yuletide tale, A Christmas Carol, was published in 
England.

On December 19, 1871, New York’s Albert Jones 
was granted a patent for corrugated paper.

On December 19, 1958, a United States satellite, 
the Atlas, began the fi rst radio-voice broadcast from 
space. It was a Christmas greeting from President 
Dwight Eisenhower, including, “…to all mankind, 
America’s wish for peace on earth and goodwill to-
ward men everywhere.”

On December 20, 1813, Congress established the 
internal revenue system in an effort to raise funds 
to run the government.

On December 20, 1820, Missouri imposed a $1 an-
nual bachelor tax on unmarried men up to age 50.

On December 20, 1946, the Frank Capra fi lm “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” had a preview showing for charity 
at New York City’s Globe Theatre, a day before its 
“offi cial” world premiere.

On December 20, 1963 the Berlin Wall was opened 
for the fi rst time to allow West Berliners a one day 
pass to visit relative in the eastern zone.

On December 21, 1620, the Pilgrims, who crossed 
the ocean on the Mayfl ower, fi rst set foot on Ameri-
can soil at what is now Plymouth, MA. “Forefathers 
Day,” observed mainly in New England, is in com-
memoration of this landing.

On December 21, 1898, the element radium was 
discovered by Marie and Pierre Curie.

On December 21, 1913, the Sunday supplement 
of the New York World contained the nation’s fi rst 
crossword puzzle.

On December 21, 1937, Walt Disney’s animated 
cartoon, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, which 
was based on a Grimms’ fairy tale, was shown in 
Los Angeles for the fi rst time.

On December 22, 1864, during the Civil War, 
Union General William Sherman sent a message 
to President Lincoln from Georgia, saying, “I beg to 
present you as a Christmas gift the city of Savan-
nah.”

On December 22, 1941, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill arrived in Washington for a war-
time conference with President Franklin Roosevelt.

On December 23, 1788, Maryland ceded a 
10-square mile area (the District of Columbia) for 
use as the nation’s capital.

On December 23, 1823, A Visit from St. Nicholas, 
by Clement Clarke Moore, was published in the 
Troy (New York) Sentinel.
On December 23, 1913, the Federal Reserve Act 
was signed into law by President Woodrow Wilson.

On December 23, 2003, the federal government 
announced the fi rst suspected case of Mad Cow Dis-
ease in the United States.

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
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10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community the-
ater and as church worship team keyboardist. Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.
Do you remember Music of Oz? Miss Pattie? It’s time to sign up for our 
Winter Session of Zoom Wondermusic! Tunes ‘n Jams Family Class for 
ages 1-5 years (one tuition for the family), and Cadenza class for kinder-
garten and first grade. Details about curriculum, tuition/supplies cost and 

registration can be found at musicofoz.com
Reiki Meditation and Healing by Ross Crean at Lakeside Inn 

15251 Lakeshore Road, Lakeside, MI
Socially distanced, and with your health and healing in mind. 

45 minutes/$60 • 60 minutes/$70 
Please call (708) 439-0564 for further info. 

BUSINESS SERVICES
CLOROX WIPES, INFRARED THERMOMETERS – FIRME’S

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003. 
Michigan City store temporarily closed – (219) 874-3455.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

November/December is our annual 1/2 price jewelry sale! Includes all 
jewelry and related accessories. Also, check our weekly in-store specials.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

SPORTING GOODS
Festivus for the Rest of Us! Fill those bare spots around your festivus 
pole with all things golf from Lefty’s Pro Shop! Three golf sets w/bags 

$99. Additional sets $33 ea or two for $66. If six was Nine! “J. Hendrix.” 
Check out the Cosmo Kramer Lada Ga Ga Apparal lines. Taking the 

Plunge? Call Lefty for a Golf Wedding Consultation. 219-873-0858 
Free gifts and good conversation.

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING — Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. Call Darla at (219) 878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
23 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 13 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or 
email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. 
Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, 

deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. 
Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 229-0034

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
PK Precise Cleaning: Your Space, My Masterpiece

Residential, offices, vacation, condo cleans, deep cleans, COVID cleans. 
References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321

WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • Garage Organizer
• Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years exp.

We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. 

Can do anything. No job too big or too small!
KIP HOLLINGSHEAD

Get your winter projects done so you’re ready for summer!
*All your construction needs*

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Contractor in your area.
Call: (219) 210-8499 • Email: kjh.5@sbcglobal.net

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
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Business
Cards

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Fall cleanup, gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, 

mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 
Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in 

RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 
the beauty of their outdoor design. 

Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Holiday decoration and light setup. Fall Cleanup. Mowing, edging, trim, 

hedging, small tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power 
washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. 

(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

FOR SALE
Girls pink electric “Razor” scooter, bat. not included. $75

Local pickup only. Call (219) 872-5924 with questions.

XXXXL New Teddy Bear. Great gift for holidays. $30
Local pickup only. Call (219) 872-5924 with questions.

“STOCKING STUFFERS for the DUFFER!”
Golf theme masks back in stock!

Plus: Holiday, Sports, Funky, Floral, Eclectic.
St. Stan’s Resale W-F-S
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

(Closed Dec 19 thru Jan 5)
1501 Franklin St.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

906 Franklin St. commercial space for lease Jan 1st.
Uptown Arts District, 2,300 sq ft, 14’ tin ceiling, wood floors.

Call (313) 282-7514

RENTALS INDIANA
Furnished 9BR/5BA rental Dec.-May in Sheridan Beach. 

$2,500. Call (219) 319-1515 

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
FOR SALE OR LEASE IN NEW BUFFALO, MICH.

1BR condo, all appliances. Pool. Water, sewer, trash included. 
Immediate possession. Walk to the beach. Very good condition. 

$900 monthly. Call (219) 262-4693

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
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Perestroika in Paris by Jane Smiley (hard-
cover 26.95 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook. 265 pages.)

Animal stories have always been a source of great 
reading. Having animals as man’s best friends, as 
in Lad of Sunnybrook, or Lassie, or The Black Stal-
lion, have lasted the test of time. Reading these 
stories may actually lower our blood pressure and 
give us a sense of joy and entertainment that tran-
scends whatever is going on in our lives or the world 
around us.

Books where the animals talk 
and take on human characteris-
tics are the most entertaining of 
all. They show us our strong and 
weak points with startling clarity.

They say curiosity killed the 
cat, but in this story maybe it 
didn’t kill the horse but it certain-
ly helped feed her curiosity. 

Perestroika (Paras for short) is 
a three year old fi lly who was be-
ginning to make a name for her-
self in the jump racing at Long-
champ race track in Paris. One 
night after a particularly good 
run, her groomer, Rania, didn’t 
close the gate completely, and Pa-
ras pushed her nose against it. 
That old curiosity reared its head 
and Paras walked out of her stall 
and into the city. Now she would 
see what was out there beyond 
her stall and the race track.

She found a nice park with 
plenty of grass to eat and water to 
drink and a place to lie down. Of 
course, Paras didn’t know she was in the Place du 
Trocadero, but a German short haired pointer, Fri-
da, did know. It didn’t take her long to spot Paras. 
Frida had been the constant companion of a human 
named Jacques, who played his guitar while Frida 
did tricks and visitors fi lled his cap with money. But 
one day, Jacques didn’t wake up and he was taken 
away and never came back. So Frida came to know 
the city very well on her own and introduced herself 
to Paras, even though she was cautious around the 
— to her — very large creature. Their conversation  
showed Frida that Paras was very innocent and had 
never been on her own before. Good thing she had 
Frida to show her the ropes.

Wouldn’t you know a nosy raven, named Raoul, 
saw Paras and fl ew down to see what a horse was 
doing in a city park. Ravens are nosy, think they 
know it all, and like to tell everyone else how smart 

they are and give out advice whether solicited or 
not. However, Paras and Raoul make a connection 
and become friends.

In the park the trio also meet Sid and Nancy, 
two Mallard ducks. They are, of course, suspicious 
of Frida since they have seen dogs work in concert 
with humans to hunt ducks. It took them a while to 
see that Frida was different and was not about to 
hurt them.

A gardener for the city and a policeman think they 
see the horse but put aside such crazy thoughts and 

go about their business while the 
animals fi nd that help can come 
from unexpected places…like 
from the butcher and the next 
door baker in the neighborhood 
who have both given food to the 
dog and the horse while keeping 
their presence quiet. Who would 
believe them anyway?!

It will take an 8 year-old boy, 
Etienne, who lives with his 97 
year-old great-grandmama, to 
discover the animals and take 
them into the spacious grounds 
of the family mansion. But how 
long can he keep them there? 
Even if his great-grandmama is 
blind?

I found it so easy to fall into 
believing this charming story 
and following the animals as 
they managed to elude police 
and everyone else in Paris. They 
seemed more human than ani-
mal with distinct personalities 
that, despite their differences, 

blended so well with each other. Their willingness 
to help each other at every turn is a lesson for us all 
to remember. Paras shows us how if we open up to 
possibilities, it may bring adventures and friends 
we didn’t expect to fi nd. Especially when we em-
brace our differences instead of belittling them.

Grab a cup of hot chocolate and get comfy in your 
favorite chair and prepare for a heart-warming 
read. 

Do Paras and the other animals live happily ever 
after? It’s a fairy tale after all, isn’t it?

Jane Smiley is the author of many other fi ction 
and non-fi ction books and won the Pulitzer Prize for 
A Thousand Acres. She has also received the PEN 
Center USA Lifetime Achievement Award for Lit-
erature and is a member of the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters.

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

LAPORTE

6br/6.1ba / $2,395,000 
Liz Roch • 312.636.8751
10147North500.info

LAPORTE

4br/2ba / $289,000 
Andrew Harrell • 312.998.9379 

1504MichiganAveLP.info

VALPARAISO

4br/3ba / $249,800 
Linda Wiechnik-Goble • 219.973.8040 

1100Mccord.info

PORTER

2br/2ba / $1,199,000 
Blackburn/Lelek • 219.771.1928 

3001Duneland.info

LAPORTE

3br/2ba / $245,000 
Karen Pavy • 219.210.0494 

1911Rustic.info

MICHIGAN CITY

4br/2ba / $599,000 
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012 
1809LakeShoreDrive.info

MICHIGAN CITY

3br/2.1ba / $595,000 
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012 

1660N500.info

LAPORTE

5br/5ba / $1,695,000 
Will Schauble • 312.860.4192 

4717W150N.info

LONG BEACH

3br/3ba / $875,000 
Anne Radtke • 219.221.0920 

2043LakeShore.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave, Long Beach, IN 46360
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NOW $485,000
Listing #483604

3 beds, 1.5 bath | 1,650 sq ft
Sandy Rubenstein 219-448-0249

https://bit.ly/3mraW8A

This 1936 Art Deco home is on a large corner double lot around the corner from the
Long Beach Country Club. Featuring 3 bedrooms and 1.5 new bathrooms, this home

offers hardwood floors that are placed throughout the rooms. Other desirable
features include brand new windows and plumbing updates along with other

upgrades. This property has a new water line from the street and has 2 gorgeous
fireplaces perfect for social gatherings. The large 3 seasons room gives a country feel
with the greenery and nature views. There are also several balconies overlooking the

terraced lots and nature surrounding the home. Call today for a private showing!

Call us to hear about investment opportunities for you today!

https://bit.ly/3mraW8A

