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Musical 
Journey

by Andrew Tallackson

Chuck Steck performs last year during a LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra children’s concert. Beacher fi le photo by Bob Wellinski
hen Chuck Steck was a young boy, 
his father would regularly invite 
friends over for an impromptu jam 
session. Brent was what the fam-
ily dubbed a “weekend warrior.” 
Talented at the piano and organ, he 

performed every weekend with a lo-
cal dance band. It was something he enjoyed. It also 
helped put food on the table.

One of his father’s bandmates was a trumpet 
player who owned a music store in Valparaiso. 

W Chuck fell in love with the brass instrument, right 
then and there.

“I thought it was the neatest sound in the world,” 
he said, smiling. “I bugged my parents until they got 
me a trumpet. It was an old, beat-up 1940s trum-
pet that looked like it had been through a couple of 
wars, but that’s what I started with.”

The trumpet, indeed, has served Chuck well, 
whether it be as a performer, educator or clinician. 
His love of music has infl uenced the lives of count-

Continued on Page 2
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You see, the LaPorte native, who would go on to 
graduate from LaPorte High School in 1974, was 
blessed not only with a musical father, but also his 
mother and four siblings. His mother, Jean, played 
piano, oboe in the high school band, and sang in the 
church choir. Two of his sisters played clarinet and 
his brother guitar. Many times, everyone gathered 
in the comforts of their home to play together as a 
family. 

(To this day, Chuck adds, Jean tries to attend ev-
ery one of his concerts.)

It was his father, though, who had the most pro-
found infl uence. Brent 
was a lover of jazz 
and big band groups, 
specifi cally the leg-
endary Glenn Miller 
and Harry James. 
Chuck would listen 
to these two through 
his father’s record col-
lection. Once in high 
school, he joined his 
father at gigs ranging 
from parties to wed-
ding receptions.

“I decided fairly 
early on that music 
was going to be it for 
me,” Chuck said. “I 
was very active in 
many musical groups 
as could be, and that 
was when I got hooked 
up with the symphony 
for the fi rst time.”

It was Chuck’s ju-
nior year at LaPorte 
High School, around 
1972-1973. LaPorte 
County Symphony Or-
chestra needed a trum-
pet player. So, Chuck 
can lay claim to per-
forming in the orches-
tra’s second concert.

“I remember feeling very good about being able to 
do it,” he said, “this great experience, to be able to 
recreate these great works.”

less students, spurred his involvement in regional 
orchestras and bands and inspired his two sons to 
pursue similar paths.

But it is his long-lasting devotion to LaPorte 
County Symphony Orchestra that conveys how 
music, in many ways, is a personal journey, a path 
fueled by growth and persistence, of assuring that 
orchestral works are not just notes on a page, but a 
glimpse into the souls of the composers.

The symphony is 
nearing the end of its 
two-year search for 
a new conductor. In 
that time, Chuck has 
served as interim di-
rector, and what’s been 
gratifying for him is 
witnessing the orches-
tra prove it can tackle 
music once feared im-
possible.

“The past year, prob-
ably the best thing for 
me is to watch the rise 
of the orchestra itself,” 
he said. “In talking to 
a lot of my colleagues 
who play in other or-
chestras, there comes 
a point when you go 
through this process 
where the orchestra 
members realize they 
can do this. They can 
meet the diversity, 
and they have to rise 
to whatever level is 
expected of them by 
whomever comes in to 
conduct them.”

Chuck took time 
out from his bustling 
schedule to chat with 
The Beacher, not just about the orchestra, but also 
his own musical past, one that fl ourished thanks to 
his immensely talented family.

Musical Journey Continued from Page 1

Chuck Steck appears with guest composer Rick DeJonge during the 2019 
children’s concerts. Beacher fi le photo by Bob Wellinski
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His fellow musicians with the symphony hailed 
mostly from LaPorte, Michigan City and LaPorte 
County. And it was about this time he met trumpet 
player Jim Garwood, of Garwood Orchard. Calling 
him “the most infl uential person in my life,” he was 
precisely the mentor who helps young talent excel 
beyond their own modest ambitions.

“He was a real decent man,” Chuck said. “He loved 
playing trumpet. It wasn’t his life, it wasn’t his vo-
cation, but he played a lot, and he played well.”

Chuck eventually earned a Bachelor of Music 
Education and Master of Music from Valparaiso 
University. Later, he pursued advanced study at 
the Chicago Musical College of Roosevelt Univer-
sity and VanderCook College of Music. But it was 
during his time at VU that he began questioning 
the course his life would take.

“I went to Valpo U and was planning to be a band 
director and music educator, but I met a trumpet 
instructor who gave me new insight into my own 
playing and what I could do, and took me into some 
new directions, and I loved it,” Chuck said “By the 
time I was done, I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do, 
but I knew I wanted to play, so I spent a fair amount 
of time after college doing that. I taught lessons, 
played in anything I could play in.”

Check Steck, seen here during a May 2019 LCSO concert, has played 
the trumpet since he was a boy. Beacher fi le photo by Bob Wellinski

Continued on Page 4

Chuck has done a little bit of everything. He was 
LaPorte High School’s band and choir director for 
22 years. Before then, he held the same position for 
six years at LaCrosse High School.

Since 1990, he has been a VU trumpet instructor, 
working with students of all majors. He also teaches 
trumpet at Lakeshore High School in Stevensville, 
Mich., as well as at Portage High School. Factor 
into the equations lessons he gives out of the studio 
at his LaPorte home.

He regularly performs with the St. Joseph (Mich.) 
Municipal Band. Since 2003, he has served as prin-
cipal trumpet of Elkhart County Symphony Or-
chestra. He is longtime trumpeter and vocalist with 
Tom Milo Big Band. His brass quintet, the North 

Step Into Your Dream Home!

Realty Executives Premier
Frances Mari (219) 263-9003
www.laportecountyhomes.com

4,500 sq ft, 4 BR, 3-1/2 BA ranch in  
The Woods of Concord subdivision, LaPorte, IN.

$859,000

http://www.laportecountyhomes.com
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American Brass Company, performs throughout the 
region. In 2013, he became LaPorte City Band’s con-
ductor and music director, having served for years 
as its principal trumpet player.

And, of course, there is his affi liation with LCSO.
Amid all this, he somehow found time to start a 

family. He met his future wife, Mary, through per-
formances of Handel’s “Messiah” at Michigan City’s 
First Presbyterian Church. That was around 1985. 
She played oboe, and it was that talent that saw 
Chuck invite her to play with LCSO.

Musical Journey Continued from Page 3

Chuck and Mary Steck, photographed after the 
2018 Holiday at the Pops concert.

Chuck and Mary have been married now for 30 
years. They have two sons: Andrew, 26, and Matt, 
23. Andrew is a band director in St. Louis and a 
freelance trumpet player. Matt plays French horn 
and writes music.

“All these things I got to do, they did, too,” Chuck 
says. “They both played with us in the symphony, 
they played ‘Messiah,’ they both have played in my 
brass quintet at one time or another. They didn’t 
fall far from the tree, these guys.”

As a father, is it rewarding to see his children 
pursue the same interest?

“I don’t think there is any greater feeling when 
you get to share your passion with your sons,” he 
said. “When I was growing up, I didn’t understand. 
I always thought my dad was happiest when he was 
off doing a gig. When my sons started to do it...then 
I got it. You’re really passing along your soul, in a 
way.”

With LCSO, Chuck has been along for the ride 
from the start, a witness to its evolution as a group 
with increasingly higher aspirations.

Philip Bauman’s departure as conductor in spring 
2018 gave rise to the two-year “Bravo, Maestro” 
series now drawing to a close. In that time, it has 
seen four guest composers — Russell Ger, Maria 
Mercedes Garcia Diaz, Alexander Platt and Caro-
lyn Watson — with Wilbur Lin scheduled in March 
and Christopher Fashun ending the search in May. 
Factor in guest conductors such as Rick DeJonge, 
Alastair Willis and Chuck himself, that’s seven con-
ductors so far, with two more on the horizon.

“They had to rise to the occasion each time, be-
cause everyone is different,” Chuck said of the or-
chestra.

As interim director, Chuck rehearses with the 
symphony twice before each candidate arrives. The 
musicians have the music beforehand to familiar-
ize themselves with it. Chuck communicates with 
each guest conductor to get a feel for what he/she 
expects: matters such as tempo, dynamics, nuance.

Once the candidate arrives, the week leading up 
to the performance is loaded. In addition to school 
visits and social functions, he/she rehearses with 
the orchestra Tuesday, Friday and the Saturday 
morning dress rehearsal. Then, of course, the con-
cert itself.

“We’ve had four very different people so far; need-
less to say, everyone reacts differently, but the or-
chestra has been great about rising up and fi nding 
where those conductors are, what their personali-
ties are and work with them in that frame,” Chuck 
said.

“A couple of the conductors have remarked to me 
that they felt so at home, that they felt so welcome 
by the musicians, almost like they were helping 
them become part of the family.”

Chuck’s role as interim director, ultimately, is to 
serve as an intermediary, a link between the candi-
dates and musicians. 

“The fi rst step of the road has been, the conduc-
tors have had to work with and through me to de-
cide what music will be played,” he said. “You can 

The Steck family in 2014: Chuck and Mary with their sons, Matt and Andrew
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want to do all kinds of mu-
sic, but if your orchestra can’t 
play it, it won’t work, so part 
of my job is to be the guide for 
what’s doable, what’s going to 
work on the program.

“It’s kind of a growing pro-
cess for everyone,” he contin-
ued, “not just the musicians, 
but for the board of directors, 
too, as they look at people, and 
try to make decisions about 
how everyone will fi t together, 
how they will fi t into our com-
munity.”

As part of the conductor 
search, LCSO staff, includ-
ing a search committee, have 
been gathering data on each 
individual, including com-
ments from concertgoers and 
patrons at each performance. 
Their decision also will con-
sider who will work well with 
the musicians and the board, 
who will present the best front 
for the group within the community.

The new conductor should be named around June 
1, Chuck says. Planning for certain LCSO programs, 

namely Hoosier Star and the 
fall children’s concerts, has 
begun now to get the ball roll-
ing. Otherwise, the sympho-
ny’s new leader will make his/
her debut at the November 
concert.

Once that person is fi rmly 
situated, where does the sym-
phony go from there?

“Part of the beauty in my 
musical world was where 
music has taken me over 
the years,” Chuck said. “The 
worlds are unlimited. So what 
is this new person going to do 
for us? What are they going 
to do, what are they going to 
show our community about 
the beauty of music? Where 
are they going to take us all?

“I think we are looking for-
ward to having a new vision 
at the top, from the conduc-
tor. I think we are excited to 
do some of the music, some of 

the challenging music, these people are thinking of. 
I think it’s going to be a cool new direction that ev-
eryone is looking for.”

Chuck Steck performs Taps during a Veterans Day ceremony.
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4477223388 PPEERRKKIINNSS BBOOUULLEEVVAARRDD •• GGRRAANNDD BBEEAACCHH,, MMII
Grand Beach at its finest. This charming, old world Colonial home located right on the golf course and sitting on 4 large lots is 
waiting for you to make everlasting memories in. This home has grand living spaces (freshly painted) but a cozy feel where 
everyone can gather for those wonderful summer times with loved ones. Also has a great adjoining cottage that's perfect for 
extra company. The pool is ready to have fun in all day long and is situated with lovely views of the golf course. Upstairs there 
are 4 bedrooms and a large loft. Original woodwork features still in place, makes this home so splendid and unique compared 
to other homes. Hardwood floors through out. Relax, Enjoy and Jump in the Lake...YOU DESERVE IT!

44 BBeeddrroooommss,, 33 FFuullll//33 HHaallff BBaatthhss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$11,,220000,,000000 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are 
registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.
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3377 BBLLAACCKKBBEERRRRYY TTRRAAIILL •• MMIICCHHIIGGAANN CCIITTYY
Be surrounded by the great outdoors in this beautiful home on almost 5 acres in the Woodlands community, only an hour from 
Chicago. Experience tranquility and peaceful bliss while relaxing on the front & back porch, or the cozy screen porch listening to the 
birds singing in the lovely mature trees. Enter into kitchen with high end appliances, granite counters, and a large island with counter 
seating which opens to a huge dining area to accommodate many all with beautiful hardwood floors. Easy flow to the dramatic living 
room with a gorgeous stone fireplace, patio doors to the deck, and double height soaring ceiling, with huge loft opening to the second 
floor. Large ensuite master bedroom on main floor and 2 great sized bedrooms & bath on the second level. 2.5 car garage with 
gorgeous finished guest house and plenty room for all the visitors. Pool, pool house, playground, tennis/basketball court included in 
HOA. Only 10 minutes to the beach, New Buffalo shops, Franklins Street and restaurants.

44 BBeeddrroooommss,, 33..55 BBaatthhss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$339999,,000000 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are 
registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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It was spring 1998. Creek Ridge County Park. 
The sky was blue, the air rife with the smell of 
freshly cut grass.

Assembled around picnic tables were a batch of 
families and their eager pets. Dogs, mostly. Some 
sat at attention. Others sniffed the ground, uncom-
fortably sporting costumes for a pet contest that 
placed them before judges.

A reporter’s notebook in hand, I weaved through 
the crowd, getting quotes from individual pet own-
ers for a News-Dispatch article. The mood was light. 
Amiable.

As I stood leafi ng through my notebook, my wife 
nearby, trying to corral our pup, Oliver, into behav-
ing, a woman with curly salt-and-pepper hair and 
the gentlest of smiles approached.

“I know who you are,” she said. “You are a good 
writer. I think we will become friends.”

And that is how I met Maggie Beyer. A Beacher 
correspondent of immeasurable talent, with a heart 
for the community and expertly telling stories of 
good people and great places. I eagerly anticipated 
seeing her wherever I went. And, as always, there 
she was, with a smile. A tender bit of encourage-
ment. A heartfelt inquiry as to how I was doing.

She was a wonderful writer, with an eye for de-
tail, whether it be through her column “Meanderin’ 
With Maggie,” or by talking with people about what 
they like, love and cherish.

I was fortunate to see Maggie before she left fi ve 
years ago to live with family in Denver, Colo. Her 
eyesight had begun to fail, but that frailty did not 
dim her spirit. She offered up that smile, gave me a 
hug and wished me my best with The Beacher.

It was with heavy heart that we learned of her 
passing. The Beacher was blessed to have her share 
her talent with us. Keeping that in mind, we invit-
ed those who knew her well to share a few recollec-
tions. We’ve also included her obituary.

Sally Carpenter
Former Beacher Editor

Maggie was an advertising copywriter for Mar-
shall Field in downtown Chicago many years ago 
before joining the Beacher team. She had a zest for 
life, a love of fashion and the arts, and a brilliant 
command of words that made her Beacher articles 
both informative and stimulating.

She started working for The Beacher in the late 
1980s, which is when I fi rst met her.

I was privileged to work alongside her and Sally 
Montgomery for many years. I listened and learned 
from her; she was both helpful and patient. 

We shared many interesting conversations and 
social occasions which I will never forget — espe-
cially the last play we saw in Chicago and the last 
time she visited me before moving to Colorado.

Time may pass, people move on, but we never 
forget the big picture — how one person can make 

Remembering Maggie
by Andrew Tallackson

Maggie Beyer wrote for The Beacher for 15 years, beloved for columns such as “Meanderin’ With Maggie” and “Diggin in the Earth.” 
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a difference in your life, and 
leave a place in your heart.

Maggie was a lovely person, 
and I am proud to have called 
her friend.

Charley McKelvy
Columnist, “Travels 

With Charley”
Maggie Beyer was not only 

a pleasure to work with at The 
Beacher, she was a true friend 
in all seasons. We had mutual 
friends and interests outside 
The Beacher, and it was a plea-
sure to share them with such a 
joyful person. 

Also, Maggie was intrepid. 
She lived close to the lake and 
loved life, and she always had 
a warm and wonderful smile, 
even on the darkest of days. I 
am glad to have known Maggie.

Ange Benz
Longtime Friend

Maggie Beyer: a good friend, 
a talented and charming presence in our groups, 
whether meditating or partying. Maggie was a gener-
ous and thoughtful person, loved and loving. We miss 
her. We still sing a revised edition of her “12 Days of 
Christmas” at our annual Christmas gathering. 

❑

In Memoriam
Marjorie “Maggie” Beyer passed away Jan. 2, 

2020.
Born Dec. 20, 1926, the only child of Joseph and 

Lillian Holleck, Berwyn, Ill., Maggie received her 
Bachelor of Arts in psychology from Purdue Univer-
sity. She earned her master’s degree in public af-
fairs from Indiana University.

Maggie is survived by three children, Tammis An-
derson, Janis Morse and Hal Anderson; six grand-
children; and 13 great-grandchildren.

Maggie moved to Long Beach in 1972 and Michi-
ana in the ’80s. She was always active in the com-
munity, representing women’s groups, senior citizen 
advocacy and community outreach programs. Dur-
ing her 15 years writing for The Beacher, she was 
known for her feature stories on local events and 
noted area residents.

The column “Meandering with Maggie” show-
cased her love of travel, and “Diggin in the Earth” 
exhibited her interests in gardening and ecology.  
She is remembered for her seasonal poetry, often 
appearing as covers for The Beacher.

After moving to Denver in 2015 to live with her 
daughter, Tammy, Maggie continued writing with 
the Windsor Garden Writers group and was a mem-
ber of the Windsor drumming circle.

Maggie (left) with Sally Montgomery (center) and Barb Stodola in 2008.

Maggie was blessed with many wonderful friends 
throughout the years, especially her caregiver, 
Mary Jane McCormick, who cared for her for the 
past 3½ years.

A memorial service at Lake Michigan is planned 
for family members in June.
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Reins of Life Fundraiser
Reins of Life will host its largest fundraiser of 

the year, the 22nd annual Kelsey Meekhof Memo-
rial Dinner & Auction, on Saturday, Feb. 8, at The 
Armory, 727 S. Eddy St., South Bend.

The event, held in memory of rider Kelsey Ma-
rie Meekhof, hosts more than 250 guests annually. 
Cocktails are at 5:30 p.m. EST, followed by dinner 
and the program at 7:15 p.m. EST. The theme is 
magical worlds, complete with castles, princes and 
princesses, a caricature artist, photo booth, live mu-
sic performances and a silent and live auction.

Individual tickets cost $75, two seats cost $125 
and tables of 10 cost $675. Visit reinsofl ife.org or 
call (574) 232-0853 for tickets or more details.

Reins of Life, which offers therapeutic riding 
lessons, has locations in Michigan City and South 
Bend.

LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra will host 
auditions for its 15th annual Hoosier Star competi-
tion, open to amateur sing-
ers of all musical styles 
and ages, on Saturday and 
Sunday, March 21-22.

Times are 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. March 21 and noon 
to 5 p.m. March 22 at La-
Porte Little Theatre, 218 
A St.

Open to contestants 
from throughout the state 
and Southwest Michigan, 
the performance catego-
ries are divided into two 
age groups: youth – 17 and 
younger; and adult – 18 
and older (at the time of 
auditions). Ten fi nalists — 
fi ve in each age group — 
advance to the fi nal event 
and the chance to perform 
with the LCSO, as well 
as win monetary prizes 
for being crowned a 2020 
Hoosier Star winner. 

Duets are welcome and 
considered as one fi nalist. 
No group performances 
may enter, and both com-
petitors in a duet must be 
from the same age divi-
sion. For auditions, appli-
cants may provide an ac-
companist, use a CD with no lead vocals, supply a 
digital mp3-capable device or sing a capella. 

The actual event is Saturday, Sept. 12, at La-
Porte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. Audience 

members, as well as a 
panel of judges, choose 
the fi nal two winners in 
each age division based on 
that night’s performances. 
First and second place in 
the Youth Division receive 
$1,000 and $500, respec-
tively. First- and second-
place winners in the Adult 
Division win $1,000 and 
$500, respectively.

Registration forms can 
be found at www.hoosier-
star.com. Contestants are 
encouraged to pre-register 
for a guaranteed time slot. 
The registration fee for the 
audition is $20 per person 
or duet. If a competitor 
would like to audition as a 
soloist and a duet, he/she 
must submit two separate 
audition forms, including 
separate fees. Applica-
tions must be in by March 
16 to receive a guaranteed 
time slot. Walk-ins are 
accepted on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis during 
the audition dates.

Call (219) 362-9020 for 
more details. Applicants 

will be notifi ed of their assigned audition date and 
time within a week prior to the auditions.

Hoosier Star Auditions Set for March

Joe Stewart, the 2019 Adult Division winner. 
Beacher fi le photo by Bob Wellinski

featuring

219  879  8304 sales@citysupply.com

Kitchen & Bath Cabinets
Showroom at:

4301 Ohio Street
Michigan City, IN

City
  Supply, inc.

http://www.hoosier-star.com
http://www.hoosier-star.com
http://www.hoosier-star.com
mailto:sales@citysupply.com
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I couldn’t get into “Game of Thrones.”
(Crickets)
Found all the characters and confl icts confusing.
(Crickets)
Gave up early into Season 2.
(Cricket cardiac arrest)
There. It’s out there. Nor does it offend me in the 

slightest if you decide this column no longer war-
rants your attention. I get it. You love the show.

Logic would dictate, then, that Netfl ix’s “The 
Witcher” falls into the same trap. It’s sort of the 
cheap, tacky cousin of “Game of Thrones,” and by 
the second episode, I was completely lost. My boss, 
Tom Montgomery, prompted me to stick with it, 
revealing it weaves through multiple timelines. 
Armed with that knowledge, “The Witcher” not only 
became tolerable, but a watchable guilty pleasure. 
It’s trash, but fun trash.

The Netfl ix series is based on books by Polish 
writer Andrzej Sapkowski, as well as a popular se-
ries of video games. The audience base clearly is 
substantial. By Dec. 31, the show’s fi rst season sur-
passed Disney+’s “The Mandalorian,” which has my 
undying devotion, as the world’s most in-demand 
series.

Most. Watched. Show. On. The. Planet.
Hard to appreciate why during the fi rst episode, 

the opening scene in fact, where Henry Cavill’s 
monster hunter Geralt of Rivia dukes it out with 
a swamp beast: a creature so bargain basement, I 
feared the effects department cribbed it from the 
estate of Ed Wood. Fifteen minutes later, we enter 
a magical castle populated by nymphs, the nudity 

so gratuitous, I half expected Elizabeth Berkley to 
turn up, staging a medieval showgirls routine.

This is the most watched show on the planet?
By the second episode’s close, however, the vary-

ing timelines come into play. We have the kingdom 
of Cintra, which is defeated by its southern neigh-
bor, Nilfgaard. That sends Cintra’s princess, Ciri 
(Freya Allan), fl eeing, told to fi nd Geralt as her pro-
tector. We also have Yennefer of Vengerberg (Anya 
Chalotra), a hunchback in sorceress training, her 
path frequently crossing with Geralt. Where does 
his story, his timeline, mesh with everyone else’s? 
Ironically, that becomes part of the fun: trying to de-
cipher if their stories are at the same time, or does 
one precede the other?

Once the timelines converge, and “The Witcher” 
makes more sense, there are pleasures to be had.

Let’s start with Cavill. I never much cared for him 
as Superman. The late Christopher Reeve, for my 
money, remains the perfect embodiment in mind, 
body and spirit. Cavill, by comparison, was a stiff. 
A chiseled Ken doll whose sole purpose, in “Justice 
League” it seemed, was to stand shirtless for all to 
admire his ripped physique.

The actor, however, is an ardent fan of “The Witch-
er,” and it shows. There is an intensity to his take 
on Geralt that is sorely lacking when he dons Super-
man’s cape. The gruff performance is a wink to the 
audience. He knows the material is ridiculous, but 
he plays it straight with Geralt’s bored demeanor 
and gravelly voice. It is deadpan counterpoint to the 
show’s blatant silliness, like Joey Batey’s Jaskier, a 
travelling bard who breaks out into songs that com-

The Guilty 
Pleasures 
of Netfl ix’s 

“The Witcher”
by Andrew Tallackson

Henry Cavill as Geralt of Rivia.
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ment on Geralt’s quest.

For me, the show belongs to Chalotra, whose Yen-
nefer is introduced as a traumatized hunchback, 
but thanks to a bit of magical surgery, is trans-
formed into a seductive sorceress, one who wields 
sex for power. There is something playful, danger-
ous and tantalizing about Chalotra, whose Yennefer 
takes on greater signifi cance as the story advances. 
There are plenty of sets and effects in “The Witcher”  
— some fantastical, others laughable — but Chalo-
tra barrels through them with confi dence. She’s the 
real deal.

By the fi nal episode, all the story threads come 
together for one wild, invigorating battle between 
all the major players, and with Yennefer at the core. 
Apparently, the show’s low-grade visuals were a 
means to furlough the budget, saving the big bucks 
for the big fi nish. And it shows. The last episode of 
“The Witcher” is a blast.

All of this, of course, is pure and utter nonsense. 
Hardly great TV. But the treat of “The Witcher” is 
that no one involved takes it too seriously. They 
know they are not making “art,” but when it comes 
time to step up their A Game, they give it all they’ve 
got. 

Netfl ix gave the creators of “The Witcher” the OK 
for Season 2 before Season 1 even aired. Thrilled by 
the show’s success, they’ve now greenlit Season 3 as 
well. As long as everyone keeps a level head about 
it, affectionately treating the material as sword-
and-scorcery trash, then I’m along for the ride.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Top photo: Anya Chalotra becomes the most fascinating element 
of “The Witcher,” playing Yennefer of Vengerberg.

Bottom Photo: Joey Batey’s Jaskier offers comic relief 
as a travelling bard.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment BoutiqueUpscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYSCLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Time to Retire Time to Retire 
your Attire?your Attire?

Consign Posh!Consign Posh!
Premium ConsignorsPremium Consignors

Taking Winter Appointments into FebruaryTaking Winter Appointments into February
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Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Lubeznik Arts Festival Applications

Artist applications are open for the Lubeznik 
Arts Festival on Aug. 15-16 at Lubeznik Center for 
the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 

The annual event connects festivalgoers to the 
organization’s programming and exhibits. LCA’s 
summer display, “Well-Behaved Women: Celebrat-
ing 100 Years of Women’s Suffrage,” can be viewed 
then. The festival line-up also includes food ven-
dors, family art activities and live entertainment.

Fine artists and crafters can apply. The event will 
feature approximately 85 exhibitors working across 
a variety of mediums, including two-dimensional 
art, fi ne craft, jewelry, photography, sculptural ob-
jects and wearable art. An estimated $3,000 in cash 
prizes will be awarded.

This year’s juror is Laura Cutler, co-owner of La-
Porte’s Thaddeus C. Gallery. She has a Bachelor of 
Fine Art from Otis College of Art & Design and a 
Master of Fine Art from The New York Academy of 
Art. She has taught painting, drawing and ceram-
ics at numerous colleges and is an associate faculty 
member at Indiana University-South Bend.

Contact Marketing Coordinator Kyle Murphey at 
(219) 874-4900 or kmurphey@lubeznikcenter.org, or 
visit www.zapplication.org/event-info.php?ID=8354 
for more details.

Beacher fi le photo by Bob Wellinski

HAVE A 
MONTESSORI 

KINDERGARTENER? 
 

  

Wonder where they go from here?   
Keep reaching higher. 

Renaissance Academy Charter School: a unique PreK 
– 8th Grade Montessori school with research based, 
developmentally appropriate, collaborative, hands-on, 
student-directed learning.  

 Public School Price - Private School Experience 
 Accelerated Classes for Gifted Students 
 Expansive Enrichment Opportunities  
 College Preparatory Academic Excellence 

 
Come learn more - 

Renaissance Montessori Nights, 6-7 PM 
Mon., Feb. 3     Tues., Feb. 4     Wed., Feb. 5 

Call to reserve your place. 
Daytime tours also available upon request. 

  
 

  
4093 West US HWY 20 

LaPorte, IN 
(219) 878-8711        

 
info@rschool.net 
www.rschool.net 

 

Montessori PreK-8th Grade  

Selling bundled 
fi rewood $4 a bundle 

Tree Removal/Trimming 
Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage 

Free Estimates/Licensed & Insured

Now is the time to 
trim dormant trees

http://www.michianamechanical.com
mailto:kmurphey@lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.zapplication.org/event-info.php?ID=8354
mailto:info@rschool.net
http://www.rschool.net
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30% OFF for Day Campers  
using the code 
NOSLEEP-30%
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New Barker Mansion Director
Sarah Berndt is the new director at Barker Man-

sion, the board for which now has fi ve new appointees.
Mayor Duane Parry and the Barker Civic Center 

Commission made the announcement.
With a background in 

museum leadership and 
decorative arts, Berndt 
has experience manag-
ing historic collections 
and expanding out-
reach, as well as inter-
pretive programming. 
She has a Bachelor of 
Arts in anthropology 
and art history from 
Augustana College, 
Rock Island, Ill., and a 
Master of Fine Arts in 
American Material Cul-
ture from the Univer-
sity of Delaware’s Win-
terthur Program.

The fi ve new board members are: Ed Beutner; 
John Leinweber; Ed Merrion; Sarane Ross; and 
Maggi Spartz. They join current members Thomas 
McCormick and Alexander Ross. 

Barker Mansion is located at 631 Washington St.

Sarah Berndt

Save the Dunes Seeks Vendors
Save the Dunes is seeking regional vendors for its 

10th Annual Jammin with Save the Dunes, which is 
from 4 to 10 p.m. June 6 at Washington Park.

More than 1,000 people are expected to attend. 
Potential vendors include local restaurants that can 
operate within a 10x10 space, or local food trucks. 
Potential boutique vendors must sell dunes or 
beach-related items that fi t the event’s theme. No 
electricity is available on site, so all vendors must 
be self-sustaining. Batteries and generators are 
welcome. Lighting is limited to park lighting only. 

Participation requests will be considered on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Space is limited. Com-
pleted agreements must include a one-time pay-
ment of $100 for food vendors and $50 for boutique 
vendors. Vendors selling food must comply with 
county health regulations. Selected participants 
must provide valid proof of insurance and, if appli-
cable, current ServSafe certifi cations for employees.

The application deadline is March 1. All inquiries 
are welcome. Contact Amber Seiler at (219) 879-
3564, Ext. 121, or email amber@savedunes.org for 
details. Visit savedunes.org for more information.

The event supports the non-profi t Save the Dunes, 
which preserves, protects and restores the Indiana 
Dunes and all natural resources of Northwest Indi-
ana’s Lake Michigan watershed.

AAUW Meeting
The Michigan City Affi liate of the American Asso-

ciation of University Women meets at 11 a.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 4, at LaPorte County Library’s Coolspring 
Branch, 6925 W. County Road 400 North.

The speaker is Dorothy Stoler, who will share 
her experiences of “Castle on the Rhine.” After the 
program and business meeting, members will have 
lunch at The Sugar Bowl, 402 W. U.S. 20.

AAUW, founded in 1881, furthers gender equity 
for women and girls through research, education 
and advocacy. Membership is open to anyone with 
an associate or equivalent baccalaureate degree, or 
a higher degree from a regionally accredited college 
or university.

Contact Julie Kreighbaum at 872-3730 for more 
details.

219.879.9140
312.343.9143219-221-6958 Phone 

219-221-6947 Fax 
4319 S. Franklin Street 
Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone 219-465-2181 
Fax 219-464-4382   

2701 Beech St. Unit R 
Valparaiso, IN 46383

Relieve Symptoms of Fatigue, Sleep Disorders  
and Low Sex Drive with 

Bio-Identical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy

FREE Seminar
Speaker: Jeff Barton, R.Ph

Jeff Barton, owner of Custom Dosing Pharmacy, 
will share his experience and thoughts on  

replenishing and balancing hormones to re-infuse 
health and youthfulness into the aging process.

There will be a question and answer period after.

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 
at 6:00 pm 

Michigan City Public Library 
100 E. 4th Street 

Michigan City, IN 46360

Please RSVP to Custom Dosing | Michigan City 

219-221-6958  
www.customdosing.com

mailto:amber@savedunes.org
http://www.customdosing.com
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MORE THAN JUST A FURNITURE STORE!
1106 E US HWY 20, Michigan City • (219) 872-6501 or 1-800-606-8035 • Open Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6, Saturday 9 - 6, Sunday 12 - 4

SAME OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON ALL IN-STOCK ITEMS!

                      6 MONTHS 
              SAME AS CASH
FINANCING AND 90 DAY 

LAY-AWAY AVAILABLE!

Shop our showroom and manufacturer catalogs for Stationary and Power Recline/Lift 
Seating, Occasional Tables, Entertainment Units, Home Office, Accessories and more!  

                VISIT US 
               ONLINE! 
www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com

STYLES THAT SUIT YOU NATURALLY

http://www.naturallywoodfurniturecenter.com
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Adam Sandler makes a lot of crap.
Yes, he cranked out dumb-fun comedies in the 

’90s (“Happy Gilmore,” “The Wedding Singer,” “The 
Waterboy”), proved his chemistry with Drew Bar-
rymore was no fl uke (“50 First Dates”), then grew 
lazy, the fi lms like watching him hang out with pals 
(“Grown Ups,” “Just Go With It,” “Jack & Jill”).

The list of Adam Sandler crap is substantial, 
so when the actor turns serious, critics take no-
tice. Paul Thomas Anderson’s “Punch-Drunk Love” 
(2002) is the best example — salty, but sweet. 

“Uncut Gems,” Sandler’s latest, has caused an 
outcry among those who believe he was robbed of an 
Oscar nomination. Strip me of my critic’s hat — am 
I missing something? “Uncut Gems” is excruciating. 
It’s like sitting in a chair and someone places sheet 
metal next to you, pounding on it with a sledgeham-
mer. The result: a savage migraine.

I gave “Uncut Gems” my best shot, lasting an 
hour before giving up, unable to continue.

The problem is Sandler’s character. He plays 
Howard Ratner, who runs a jewelry store in New 
York’s Diamond District. He’s sleaze, always on 
the con, whether it be with clients or his crumbling 
family. His latest screwup involves NBA star Kevin 
Garnett, playing himself and delivering the fi lm’s 
only authentic performance. Garnett is transfi xed 
by jewels Howard obtained from Ethiopia. He wants 
to “borrow” them for the night.

You can fi gure out what happens next. Every 
reckless, insipid move Howard makes — we see it 
coming way before he does. Sandler shouts, screams 
and mouths every obscenity in the book. He does so 

with commendable intensity, but he can’t uncover 
a single worthwhile trait to make the experience of 
being around Howard tolerable.

The Safdie brothers (Josh and Benny), who di-
rected and wrote the fi lm, have an annoying habit 
of allowing the characters to talk over each other, so 
what you get is a cacophony of ear-shattering dia-
logue, most of it variations on the F word.

The Safdie brothers, whose previous fi lm was 
2017’s “Good Time” with Robert Pattinson, also 
have much to learn. Their fi lm looks cruddy, ama-
teurish. Daniel Lopatin’s score is laughably dated, 
undermining the emotional content of each scene.

By the midpoint, “Uncut Gems” amounts to little 
more than Howard making one dumb move after 
another, treating his family with cruel disregard 
(poor Idina Menzel) and verbally abusing his mis-
tress (Julia Fox) in public. And the fi lm’s ethnic poli-
tics? That’s a whole other column.

Does Howard redeem himself by the end? I didn’t 
care to fi nd out. We are introduced to the charac-
ter, by the way, while he’s having a colonoscopy, the 
camera weaving through his insides. It is a fi tting 
image. You feel hollowed out by “Uncut Gems,” and 
by Sandler’s character.

Robbed of an Oscar nomination? Hardly.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Was Adam Sandler “Robbed” of a Nomination?
by Andrew Tallackson

Adam Sandler 
stars in the 

Safdie brothers’ 
“Uncut Gems.”

★
“Uncut Gems”

Running time: 135 minutes. Rated R for pervasive strong 

language, violence, some sexual content and brief drug use

1/2

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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ORIGINAL
SCREENPLAY

“Knives Out”
“Marriage Story”
“1917”
“Once Upon a Time...”
“Parasite”

And the Nominees Are...
PICTURE

“Ford v Ferrari”
“The Irishman”
“Jojo Rabbit”
“Joker”
“Little Women”
“Marriage Story”
“Once Upon a Time in 

Hollywood”
“Parasite”

DIRECTOR
“The Irishman,”

Martin Scorsese
“Joker,” Todd Phillips
“1917,” Sam Mendes
“Once Upon a Time...,” 

Quentin Tarantino
“Parasite,” Bong Joon Ho

ACTOR
Antonio Banderas, “Pain and Glory”
Leonardo DiCaprio, “Once Upon a Time...”
Adam Driver, “Marriage Story”
Joaquin Phoenix, “Joker”
Jonathan Pryce, “The Two Popes”

ACTRESS
Cynthia Erivo, “Harriet”
Scarlett Johansson, “Marriage Story”
Saoirse Ronan, “Little Women”
Charlize Theron, “Bombshell”
Renee Zellweger, “Judy”

SUPPORTING ACTOR
Tom Hanks, “A Beautiful Day 

in the Neighborhood”
Anthony Hopkins, 

“The Two Popes”
Al Pacino, “The Irishman”
Joe Pesci, “The Irishman”
Brad Pitt, “Once Upon a Time...”

SUPPORTING ACTRESS
Kathy Bates, “Richard Jewell”
Laura Dern, “Marriage Story”
Scarlett Johannson, “Jojo Rabbit”
Florence Pugh, “Little Women”
Margot Robbie, “Bombshell”ADAPTED SCREENPLAY

“The Irishman”
“Jojo Rabbit”
“Joker”
“Little Women”
“The Two Popes”

Rules for The Beacher’s Beat the Editor Contest:
Check one box in each category. Only one entry per person. Entries from 

Beacher employees will not be accepted. Forms can be dropped off at The 
Beacher or submitted by mail to: The Beacher, Attn: Oscar Contest, 911 
Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360. Only scanned copies will be allowed 
by email to drew@thebeacher.com. The deadline is noon Monday, Feb. 3. 
Editor Andrew Tallackson’s picks will appear in the Feb. 6 edition, before 
the Feb. 9 telecast. Those who beat his picks will be placed into a drawing. 
First place receives a $25 Fiddlehead gift certificate and an AMC movie 
pass. Second place receives an AMC movie pass. If no one beats him, read-
ers with the most correct picks will be placed into the drawing. The winner 
will be revealed in the Feb. 20 edition.

Name:
City/Town:
Phone Number:

1st & 2nd Place Prizes

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com


January 30, 2020Page 20
THE

What’s New in

Coolspring Elementary School student Trevor Trusty was chosen to intro-
duce U.S. Rep. Pete Visclosky on Jan. 18 during his Town Hall forum at 

Purdue University Northwest. Trusty, a sixth-grader, is involved in basket-
ball and robotics. He received a certifi cate of recognition from Visclosky. Krueger Middle School received a donation of feminine products, 

deodorant and lotion from MonoSol, a Merrillville-based company that 
manufactures biodegradable fi lms and other products. MonoSol’s recently 
formed women’s group, 4>WARD, donated the items through its commu-
nity outreach mission. Pictured are Krueger nurse Jenna Applegate (left) 
and MonoSol Marketing and Communications Specialist Shannon Denny. 
The items will be distributed through Krueger’s “Care Closet,” a resource 

students in need can use to request clothing and personal items. 
Care Closet donations are always needed. 

Visit https://educateMC.net/KMScarecloset for more details. 

Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Junior Reserve Offi cer Train-
ing Corps conducted presentations at Krueger and Barker middle schools 

in advance of eighth-graders scheduling courses for next year. The 
JROTC is required to have 100 cadets to keep the program at MCHS. 
The cadets demonstrated regulation military drill, exhibition drill and 

numerous physical-fi tness events, and ended with a question-and-answer 
session. Cadets also shared their experiences in JROTC.

Krueger Middle School held its annual Spelling Bee on Wednesday, 
Jan. 22. Pictured are Adrian Tlahuextl (left), who fi nished in fi rst place, 

and T’mya Moore, who fi nished in second place. Tlahuextl will represent 
Krueger in the LaPorte County Spelling Bee on Wednesday, Feb. 13, 

at South Central. 

https://educateMC.net/KMScarecloset
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Michigan City Area Schools

Seven MCAS choral students performed with 
honor choirs during the Indiana Music Educators 
Association convention on Jan. 17-18 in Fort Wayne. 

All of the students were selected based on a rig-
orous application process that included auditions. 
Pine Elementary School students Grace Dillard, 
Ralph Smith and Alyssa Tracy performed with the 
Elementary Honor Choir; Barker Middle School stu-
dents Brooklynn Accardi, Madison Gresham and Re-
ece Carlson performed with the Middle School Honor 
Choir; and Michigan City High School’s Savannah 
Holley performed with the All-State Honor Choir.

Michelle Howisen is MCHS choral director, 
Stephanie Sobecki is Barker’s choral director and 
Jeanne Bolen the Pine Elementary music teacher.

Pine Elementary School students selected for the Elementary Honor 
Choir include (from left) Grace Dillard, Ralph Smith and Alyssa Tracy.

Michigan City High School Choral Director Michelle Howi-
sen (from left), Barker Middle School Honor Choir students 
Reece Carlson, Madison Gresham and Brooklynn Accardi, 

and Barker Choral Director Stephanie Sobecki.

Savannah Holley.

Friday Hours
The Beacher Weekly Newspaper 

closes at 2 p.m. Fridays.
Call us at (219) 879-0088 with questions

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com


January 30, 2020Page 22
THE

Indiana Dunes National Park
• Cabin Fever Festival/Groundhog Day from 

9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1, at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center and Paul H. Douglas 
Center for Environmental Education.

Activities for all ages, including free movies and 
music, are planned. A ranger will lead an outdoor 
adventure hike, or borrow snowshoes or skis and 
explore Miller Woods. A detailed schedule is avail-
able by calling (219) 395-1882.

• Playdate in the Nature Play Zone from 1 to 
3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1, at The Paul H. Douglas 
Center for Environmental Education.

Explore Miller Woods, build a fort, climb a tree, 
create nature art and feed the resident fi sh, turtles, 
snakes, toads and frogs. Dress for the weather.

• Snowshoe hike from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturdays 
at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center.

Meet for a quick lesson, then hike through fi elds 
and woods surrounding the center. A regular hike 
will be offered if there is fewer than two inches of 
snow. A limited amount of equipment is available.

• Movie Screenings at the Douglas Center 
from 1 to 2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.

Join a ranger for a screening of a national park 
or outdoor-related documentary. This weekend, the 
fi lm is “Nature: A Squirrel’s Guide to Success.”

• Miller Woods Hike from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Sundays at Paul H. Douglas Center.

The ranger-led stroll explores a black oak savan-
na, and offers views of Lake Michigan and Chicago.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 for more information.

❑

Indiana Dunes State Park
• Snowshoe Shuffl e at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 

1.
The free naturalist-led snowshoe hike, which 

meets at the Nature Center, includes the history 
and techniques of snowshoeing. Free snowshoes 
will be available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 
A winter hike is planned if there isn’t enough snow.

• Nature Myths at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1.
Meet at the Nature Center to help shatter myths 

about animals that call the dunes home.
• Groundhog’s Day Photo Scavenger Hunt 

from 10 a.m. to noon Sunday, Feb. 2.
Stop by the Nature Center for the list, with prizes 

awarded.
• Cocoa & Crafts from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, 

Feb. 2.
Meet at the Nature Center Auditorium to make a 

Groundhog’s Day-themed craft.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 for more information.

Duunelandd Beachh Innn 
Inn · Restaurant · Bar
Casual Fireside Dining 

3311 Pottawattamie Trail ▪ Michigan City IN
www.dunelandbeachinn.com

(800) 423-7729

    Neighborhood Favorites:Neighborhood Favorites:
   Monday: Fresh Lake Perch Dinner $15
   Wednesday: Full Slab Signature Ribs $13
   Thursday: Two Can Dine for $26
   Friday:  Beef Wellington $42
   Saturday: Prime Rib Dinner $29
    Sunday: The Best Fried Chicken $15

Sunday Breakfast ala carte  Sunday Breakfast ala carte  9 - 12 pm

Benny’s, Omelets, pancakes, waffles, lox, French toast, 
bloody Mary’s, Mimosas, full bar 

Sunday Lunch  Sunday Lunch  12 - 4 pm

Appetizers, Burgers, Soups & Sandwiches, Salads, Fried 
Chicken, Lake Perch

Closed Tues
Dinner: 5:00 p.m. CST - 9:00 p.m. (10:00 p.m. Fri-Sat)

  (219) 879-1250 
 

Gift certificates are not only easy to fit into cards or stockings, they're also  
very practical! Show your loved ones you were not only thinking of them, but  
of their investments as well. We also have our outdoor and heated storage  

available for any vehicle you may want to keep out of that nasty weather. We are 
offering savings and customizing packages in every way we can to help keep your 

investments in tip top shape! We have packages to match everyone's budget!  
Thank you to all of our wonderful customers! We wish you and your families  

an amazing holiday season.

3212 US Hwy. 12 | Michigan City, IN 46360
FOR MORE INFORMATION CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

http://www.dunelandbeachinn.com
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Insights in History
Key moments in Indiana University’s history are 

the focus of “Insights in History” at 1:30 p.m. EST 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at The History Museum, 808 W. 
Washington St., South Bend.

The speaker is James VanderVeen, IU-South 
Bend professor of sociology and anthropology. Also 
planned is a tour of the new exhibit “Indiana Univer-
sity: 200 Years in the Making,” which VanderVeen 
curated.

Call the museum at (574) 235-9664 or visit www.
historymuseumSB.org for more details.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Leadership Award Nominations
The community can submit nominations through 

Feb. 28 for the ninth annual Ned E. Kalb Commu-
nity Leadership Award. 

Purdue Extension Offi ce of La-
Porte County and Leadership 
LaPorte County — two organiza-
tions Kalb impacted — sponsor the 
award established in 2011. Kalb 
was a key founder of Leadership 
LaPorte County in the early 1980s. 
He also spent 15 years as the Pur-
due Extension director in LaPorte 
County, where he also served on 
many public and private boards. 
After leaving Purdue Extension, 
he went overseas to teach self-suffi ciency to under-
developed countries through modern farming and 
business methods.  

Nominees can be individuals or organizations. A 
panel of local leaders selects the winner, who is hon-
ored at the Extension annual meeting March 24 at 
LaPorte’s Silver Palace.

Past recipients include John Coulter, James 
Dworkin, George and Dory Morley, Diana Werner, 
Cynthia Hedge, Herb Higgin, Elaine Shurte and 
June Lenig. 

Nomination forms are available from the Leader-
ship or Extension offi ces. Call Leadership at (219) 
325-8223, or Purdue Extension at (219) 324-9407 or 
(219) 874-5611. A form can be requested by email to 
kulman@purdue.edu, mfoell@purdue.edu or info@
leadershiplaportecounty.com. An online nomination 
is at www.extension.purdue.edu/laporte

Kalb

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

Let us help make 
your new house... 
your new Home!!!

MATERIAL / PRODUCT SELECTION
Kitchen & Bath Cabinets

Counter Tops

Custom Closets

Carpeting

Ceramic Tile

Waterproof Flooring

Wood Flooring

Window Blinds

Plantation Shutters

Complete Pro Hardware Store 

CONTRACTOR SERVICES FROM 
DUNELAND HOME REMODELING

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling

Flooring Installation

Interior/Exterior Painting

Roofi ng/Siding/Window Installation & Sales

Room Additions 

Deck Building/Screen Porches

Deck Refi nishing/Power Washing 

Handyman Services

And More... 

GET GREAT PRO SERVICE … AT A GREAT PRO PRICE... 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:kulman@purdue.edu
mailto:mfoell@purdue.edu
http://www.extension.purdue.edu/laporte
mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le
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ou
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n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

LaPorte County Public Library
• South Bend Symphony Orchestra Brass 

Trio and Instrument Petting Zoo from noon to 
1 p.m. Friday, Jan. 31, at the main branch.

Children can hear, see and try the instruments.
• Carnegie Centennial Celebration from 3 

to 6 p.m. Friday, Jan. 31, at the main branch.
Through community donations and funds appro-

priated by the Carnegie Corp., LaPorte Public Li-
brary opened in November 1920. 

Guests at the celebration can do make-n-takes in 
the MakerLab, delve into history through the Indi-
ana Room and dance during the Kid’s Zumba Dance 
Party, presented by Zumba Instructor Gail Beal, at 
5:30 p.m. in Youth Services. Light refreshments will 
be served.  

• “Don’t Let Fake News Fake You Out” from 
3 to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1, at the main 
branch.

The interactive workshop offers tips and tricks to 
separate fact from online fi ction.

• Leatherworking: Quarter Keeper Keychain 
Beginner Class from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
1, at the main branch.

Learn basic leatherworking skills, including sad-
dle stitch, adding a snap and cutting leather, while 
creating a leather keychain that holds a quarter. 
Register at laportelibrary.org to ensure enough sup-
plies are available.

• STEAM Sandbox from 3 to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday.

Students in grades 3 and older can move through 
levels, earning a certifi cate for each completed level. 
They work independently and chart their progress 
while completing hands-on, interactive projects.

• MAKE a Difference from 3 to 5 p.m. Mon-
days in February.

The focus is fi dget sleeves for Golden Living resi-
dents.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details.

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

3rd Location

NOW OPEN
in Michigan City

(219) 221-6958
4319 S. Franklin Street

Michigan City, IN 46360
Hours: M-Th 10-5:30 | F 10-5

Specializing in...  

Pain Management • Sexual Dysfunction

Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy
Replenishing and balancing hormones reinfuses 

health and youthfulness into the aging process.

Is CBD Right For You?
Why would anyone buy a medication or OTC product 

anywhere other than a pharmacy? CBD is very much a 

product that poses questions that should be asked and 

answered. Our pharmacists and pharmacy staff feel as 

though we are better suited to answer those questions 

concerning their health as well as medication interactions. 

That’s the main difference to consider before you buy CBD 

anywhere. We also send ours to an independent lab for 

testing. I want to know what I’m selling to the public is the exact concentration that is in our 

bottles. Check with any other retailer and ask to see their lab testing besides from the company 

of which they purchased their product. If you look on any website concerning the vast array of 

CBD oils you will see that our CBD MD is #1 in value (pricing) and number #2 in efficacy which 

speaks volumes when you see how many products are available.

20% OFF
FOR UP TO 3 CBD PRODUCTS

Valid at Custom Dosing Pharmacy

Michigan City location only.

Offer expires July 31, 2019. 

Must present coupon. One time use only. $26
300mg

$55
750mg

$65
1000mg

$85
1500mg

0% THC
Guaranteed

10% OFF
1 CBD Product

Valid at Custom Dosing Pharmacy
Michigan City location only.
Offer expires August 16, 2019.

Must present coupon. One time use only.

10% Off
(Coupon + 20% Off MSRP = 30% in Savings!)

Up to 3 CBD Products
Valid at Custom Dosing Pharmacy

Michigan City location only.
Offer expires Febuary 27, 2020

Must present coupon. One time use only. $24
300 mg

$56
750mg

$60
1000 mg

$80
1500 mg

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

Fernwood Botanical Garden
• Northern Indiana Artists exhibit opens 

Friday, Jan. 31.
The exhibit, which runs through March 29, fea-

tures various mediums and styles. An artist recep-
tion is from 2 to 4 p.m. EST Sunday, Feb. 9.

• Winter Exploration for Kids from 2 to 4 
p.m. EST Saturday, Feb. 1.

Children ages 6-10 explore trails to fi nd animal 
tracks and other winter features. Dress for walking 
the trails. The cost is $10, or $8 for members.

• Children’s Kindness Retreat from 1 to 4 
p.m. EST Saturday, Feb. 8.

The program, open to children ages 7-10, draws 
from social emotional learning and mindfulness 
meditation practices, games and creative move-
ment. The emphasis is nature-based projects.

The class is limited to 12 participants. The cost is 
$40 ($32 for members), plus $5 for materials. Regis-
ter by the Wednesday prior to the retreat.

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve 
is located at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

Michigan City Public Library
• Makerspace: open lab, 3:30 p.m. Thursdays.
Youth ages 6-18 can create with LEGO WeDo, 

Micro Bits, paper circuits and Ozobots. Children 12 
and younger must have a parent or guardian attend 
with them.

• Free Gentle Flow Yoga at noon Saturday, 
Feb. 1.

Certifi ed yoga instructor Lauralee Sikorski em-
phasizes deep breathing and releasing stress. Take 
a mat and wear comfortable clothing.

• Learning Center Volunteers Needed.
The Learning Center needs volunteer tutors for 

children and adults. Students need assistance in: 
reading, math, high school equivalency and English 
as a Second Language. All supplies and training are 
provided. All that’s required are two hours a week. 
Contact Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or 
stop by the center for more information.

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. Contact Robin Kohn at (219) 873-3049 
for more information on library programming.

CELEBRATE WITH A
COMMEMORATIVE BENCH

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
INFO@FRIENDSHIPGARDENS.ORG

OR CALL US AT 219-878-9885

http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
mailto:INFO@FRIENDSHIPGARDENS.ORG
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ASCOTT WINDOW TINTING

(219) 363-9367 
4scott2tint@gmail.com  • ascottwindowtinting.com

10 High
Reduce sun exposure and apply 
window film

UV

Protect your home furnishings with window film.  
All Films Reduce 99% UV

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Coffee With the Curator
The latest installment of “Coffee With the Cura-

tor” is at noon EST Wednesday, Feb. 5, at Krasl Art 
Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich.

The program involves walking through the galler-
ies with KAC Deputy Director/Curator Tami Miller. 

Visit www.krasl.org for more details.

Chesterton Art Center
• The next Life Drawing Open Studio is 

from 6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5.
Artists can use any media, including pencil, char-

coal, pastel or paints. They must take supplies and 
clean up after. Organizer Ivan Chermel can provide 
some guidance; however, the class is not structured. 
Fully clothed models are used.

The cost is $15, and students must pre-register.
• Local painter Mark VanderVinne will host 

Critique Night at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5.
Artists can take a piece at any stage, from con-

ception to the fi nal version, with all ability levels 
and styles invited. 

Guests may simply listen; however, participation 
is encouraged. While being a safe environment, it is 
a critique involving advice and insight into the ef-
fectiveness of the work or artistic concept.

• Jennifer Martin will host February chil-
dren’s art classes.

The goal is to introduce children to various artists, 
their styles and techniques, with projects refl ecting 
what they are learning. February’s focus is Cubism. 

The schedule is:

• Monday, 1:30-3 p.m., homeschool, 8-to 15-year-olds.

• Monday, 3:30-5p.m., elementary, 7- to 12-year-olds.

• Tuesday, 1-2 p.m., preschool 3- to 5-year-olds.

• Tuesday, 4-5:30 p.m., elementary, 5- to 8-year-
olds.

• Wednesday, 1-2 p.m., preschool, 3- to 5-year-olds

• Wednesday, 3:30-5 p.m., elementary 5- to 8-year-
olds.

• Thursday, 3:30-5 p.m., elementary, 7- to 12-year-
olds.

• Thursday, 5:30-7 p.m., middle school, fi fth to 
eighth grade.

• Friday, 3:30-5 p.m., high school, ninth to 12th  
grade.

Tuition is $90 per month for after-school and 
home-school students (the member rate is $70), and 
$75 for preschool students (the member rate is $55). 
Families must be current members to receive the 
discount. Supplies and a snack are included. Stu-
dents must be registered and paid for before the 
start of each month. All payments made after the 
15th of the month are subject to a $20 late fee.

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Visit www.chestertonart.com for more details.

Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 6:30 PM EST

Saturday  9:00 AM – 5:00 PM EST

Sunday 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM EST

(269) 586-3748  •  219 W. Madison Ave, New Buffalo, MI  •  www.redmanandcompanydogdaycare.com
redmandogcare@outlook.com

Separate play areas for 

large, medium, and small dogs

dogdaycare hours

Overnight boarding available

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:redmandogcare@outlook.com
mailto:4scott2tint@gmail.com
http://www.chestertonart.com
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.redmanandcompanydogdaycare.com
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

Credit Union College Scholarships
Members Advantage Credit Union is accepting 

applications for its Gail Walker and Leona Bruno 
scholarships.

In 2010, MACU established the $1,000 Gail 
Walker Memorial Scholarship in memory of the 
former board member. It is awarded annually to a 
graduating high school senior, college freshman or 
sophomore with academic achievement.

The $1,000 Leona Bruno Scholarship was estab-
lished in 1994 in memory of the fi rst MACU man-
ager. Annually, it goes to a graduating high school 
senior with scholastic achievement.

The deadline is Feb. 26. Call (219) 874-6943 for 
details.

Jan. 21, 2020
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 

1. Gutter Gals   9 3

1. Gutter Busters  9 3

1. Wrecking Balls  9 3

2. Wine-ettes  8  4

2. Alley Oops  8  4

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE

1. Holly Dres (highest ever)  198

2. Sue Labovitz  173

3. Margie Midkiff  172

4. Nancy Kubath    163

5. Barb Macudzinski      161

6. Ellie Parkerson    157

7. Diana Holt     156

8. Linda Neulieb     155

9. Lisa Albers       153

10. Sue Luegers       151

11. Ann Bogart     150

12. Carolyn Wiggins (series)    412

13. Debbie Novak (series)    408

SPLITS

Jill Jankowski  5-7

Barb Macudzinski    7-8

Diana Holt     3-10

Ann Bogart     3-10, 5-6

STRIKES

Holly Dres  4

Sue Labovitz  3

❑

More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
On Phase 2 or 
Phase 3 Detail!

Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over 
25 years experience

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

Newsletters

 New Footlight Scholarship
Footlight Players has unveiled The Robert W. Ko-

mendera Theatrical Scholarship Program in honor 
of its longtime member and president.  

The $1,000 scholarship is supported by donations 
from patrons who participated in 50/50 raffl es at 
Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin St.

Qualifi ed applicants must have a LaPorte Coun-
ty address, a personal interest in theater and have 
graduated from high school or will do so by the end 
of this school term. He/she plans to continue his/her 
performing arts education. A committee of judges  
will select the recipient based on the registration 
forms and three provided references. Applications 
must be complete and legible.

The deadline is midnight March 9. The recipient 
will be notifi ed no later than April 30, and receive 
four free passes to the Sunday, May 3, matinee of 
“Steel Magnolias.”

Three ways exist to obtain a form:
• The theater hotline at (219) 874-4035, by which 

a form can be sent by mail. If leaving a message, 
speak clearly and provide a telephone number. 

• In person. Registration forms are available at the 
box offi ce when the theater is open.

• Visit footlightplayers.org. Print the form, fi ll in 
the information and send it back. A Footlight rep-
resentative will confi rm it has been received.

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
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Noon Time Talk Series

The Noon Time Talk Series continues with “Jana 
Hanka” at 12:20 p.m. EDT Thursday, Jan. 30, at 
Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St., 
Elkhart.

Director/Curator Brian Byrn will discuss the new 
“Spotlight” exhibit of ceramic works by the Kalama-
zoo, Mich.-based artist. Admission is $5. Members 
are free. Call (574) 293-6660 for details.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• LaPorte High School, 602 F St., 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Fri-

day, Jan. 31.
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 

Road, Michigan City, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 4.
• Sacred Heart Church, 201 Bach St., LaPorte, 

noon-5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit redcrossblood.org for more details.

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
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Typesetting

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
Jan. 31 — South Bend Symphony Orchestra 

Brass Trio and Instrument Petting Zoo, noon-1 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: laportelibrary.org

Jan. 31 — Carnegie Centennial Celebration, 3-6 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: laportelibrary.org

Jan. 31 — New Graphic Novel Book Group for 
Kids, 4:30-5:30 p.m., Westchester Public Library, 
200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Focus: Raina Tel-
gemeier’s “Ghosts.” Info: (219) 926-7696.

Feb. 1 —  Cabin Fever Festival/Groundhog Day, 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 
N. Indiana 49, Porter/Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Feb. 1 — Leatherworking: Quarter Keeper 
Keychain Beginner Class, 1-3 p.m., LaPorte County 
Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Registration: la-
portelibrary.org

Feb. 1 — Pink Floyd Tribute, “Echoes of Pom-
peii,” 8 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generation Drive, 
Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $40. Reservations: 
acornlive.org

Feb. 2 — GROUNDHOG’S DAY.
Feb. 2 — Groundhog’s Day Photo Scavenger 

Hunt, 10 a.m.-noon, Indiana Dunes State Park, 
1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: 
(219) 926-1390.

Feb. 4 — Free seminar, Bio-Identical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy, 6 p.m., Michigan City Public 
Library, 100 E. Fourth St. RSVP: (219) 221-6958. 
Info: www.customdosing.com

Feb. 5 — Hat and Scarf Time With Your Stuffed 
Friend, 10-10:45 a.m., Luhr County Park, 3178 S. 
County Road 150 West, LaPorte. Free. Reserva-
tions: (219) 325-8315.

Feb. 5 — “Seed Starting: How to Grow Garden 
Plants from Seed,” 6-7:30 p.m., Westchester Pub-
lic Library, 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Info: 
(219) 926-7696.

In the Region
Jan. 31 — Opening night party, “Lines with Pow-

er and Purpose: Editorial Cartoons,” 5:30-8 p.m. 
EST, Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, 
Mich. Free. Info: www.krasl.org

Feb. 1 — Winter Exploration for Kids, 2-4 p.m. 
EST, Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Pre-
serve, 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Cost: 
$10, $8/members. Info/registration: (269) 695-6491, 
www.fernwoodbotanical.org

Feb. 1-2 — Movie Screening, “Nature: A Squir-
rel’s Guide to Success,” 1 p.m., The Paul H. Douglas 
Center, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neigh-
borhood. Info: (219) 395-1882.

Feb. 5 — “Coffee With the Curator,” noon EST, 

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
http://www.customdosing.com
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.fernwoodbotanical.org
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Stationery

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. 
Info: www.krasl.org 

Feb. 5 — “Insights in History,” 1:30 p.m. EST, The 
History Museum, 808 W. Washington St., South Bend. 
Info: www.historymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664.

Support Groups
Mondays — Codependents Anonymous (CoDA), 

6 p.m., Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. 
Info: (219) 879-3817.

Mondays, Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 
7 p.m. Mon./Franciscian Hospital Clair of As-
sisi Room, 3500 Franciscan Way; 9 a.m. Fri./First 
United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: 
https://oa.org, (219) 879-0300.

Wednesdays — Alzheimer’s/Dementia Support 
Group for Caregivers, 2 p.m., third Wednesday of 
each month, Rittenhouse Senior Living, 4300 Cleve-
land Ave. Info: (888) 303-0180.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meetings, 6-7 p.m., 
Franciscan Alliance-St. Anthony Health. Info: (708) 
927-5287.

Thursdays — Adult Children of Alcoholics and 
Dysfunctional Families, 6:15 p.m., Franciscan 
Health Michigan City, Maria Theresia Conference 
Room C, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: (219) 801-1296.

Want your event listed here?
(219) 879-0088 • drew@thebeacher.com

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
https://oa.org
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8.00 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1.00 ea.)
PH: 219/879-0088 - FAX 219/879-8070.

 Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
 ENTERTAINMENT: Parties/dinners, voice and instrument

lessons for all ages. Ron Nagle Music. Call (219) 872-1217.
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Need items moved between Indiana and Chicago?
I have a pickup truck and trailer to do the job. Rates vary based on 

amount of items. Call or text Mario at (708) 224-8991.

BUSINESS SERVICES
HOLIDAY ART GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City – (219) 874-3455
U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

January special: Pick Your Own Sale – 30% Off Any One Category
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com 

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING — Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. Call Darla at (219) 878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
23 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.
D&D CLEANING 

Specializing in residential, vacation homes, rentals and new construction/
remodeling cleanup. Flexible schedule/regular cleaning crew. References 

available. Call (219) 877-9502 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 13 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
 Dryer Vent Cleaning, Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning 

Best Customer Service. Best Pricing. (219) 841-1340
HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. Affordable, reliable, experi-

enced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, deep cleaning, cleanout. 
All supplies included. Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 229-0034

HANDS AND KNEES HOUSE CLEANING
25-years experience. Reasonable rates. Call (219) 872-3139

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured  
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145 • (219) 363-9003  
WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn maintenance, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at 

(219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN CO.

A Personal Task Service for Homeowners Who Seek Help
in Sustaining the Beauty of Their Outdoor Design

RESTORE • MAINTAIN • MANAGE
FOR INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS / (219) 229-4542
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Mowing, trim, hedging, small tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away 

debris. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

Justin’s Tree Service 
We can take care of all your tree needs! Call today for a free estimate!

WINTER DISCOUNTS • SENIOR DISCOUNTS  
Fully Insured • (219) 840-3004 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

FOR SALE
BEAUTIFUL MANCHESTER TERRIER PUPPY

Call (219) 214-0326.
American Band dogs. Presa Canario/Cane Corso puppies.

Up to date on shots. Call or text (773) 502-6778.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Rivich Auction & Estate Sales — Home of the EASY Estate Sale!

We take care of downsizing, moves, etc. Insurance & References since 1984
Call Rebecca at (219) 765-8219 • www.rivichauction.com

Conducting Munster Estate Sale Jan. 30-Feb 1. Check website for details

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
http://www.rivichauction.com
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CHAD & NANCY ADDIE • MENDED HEARTS COLLECTIBLES
Thoughtful estate liquidation. We’re glad to offer perspective, ideas on 

process. Call us at (219) 393-4609
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

SEASONAL RENTALS AVAILABLE!
Through May 2020.

4 BR, 3 BR, 2-story furnished Long Beach home at Stop 30. 2-car 
garage. Master bath. $1,200/mo + utilities.

3 BR, 2 BA, hillside Lake Shore Drive bungalow. Full basement, deck, 
Lake Michigan views. $1,200/mo + Utilities.

Well qualified tenants, please TEXT (219) 898-5412 or EMAIL cariad-
amsrealtor@gmail.com for more details and appointments. No Pets.
Cari Adams | Beach Girl Properties | Merrion & Associates Realtors

Waterfront Rentals – Month to Month, Extended Stay!
Furnished, housekeeping, cable, WiFi at Pioneer Pier, MC.

1BR with kitchenette, $875 • 2BR with kitchen, $1,225.
Call Pete at (219) 561-0066.

Furnished 2BR/1BA rental September-May in Sheridan Beach. Newly 
rehabbed. $1,050. Call (574) 514-3224.

1BR Sheridan Beach Apartments. Off-street parking. No pets/smoking. 
Utilities included. References and sec. dept. required.

Call (219) 879-2195 for details.
Large studio with separate kitchen. Total renovation! Private, but 

close  to everything. $850/mo., includes all utilities, cable and Internet, 
snow removal/trash pickup. No smoking/pets. Call (219) 221-2228.

Single room for rent with kitchen, private entrance and TVs. $350 
monthly + deposit. Call (219) 214-0326

Room for rent: private entrance, kitchen, TV. 
$350/mo., plus deposit. Call (219) 214-0326.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. Feb. 3 
and 10, March 2 and 16, and April 6 and 27 at Luhr 
County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 West, La-
Porte. Call at least one week in advance to register.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park The cost is $5 per 
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment 
are required at least one week in advance or until 
full, whichever comes fi rst.
The schedule is:
• Feb. 5: Clouds Overhead.
• Feb. 12: Could You Be a Squirrel?
• March 4: 1 Bird, 2 Bird.
• March 18: Water Everywhere.
• April 1: Flower Power.

Hat and Scarf Time With Your Stuffed Friend
The free program for children 2-11 is from 10 to 

10:45 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, at Luhr County Park.
Wear a favorite hat and scarf, and take a favorite 

stuffed animal, for the program that includes story 
time and snacks.

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Space is limited, so call at least one week in ad-
vance to reserve a spot. The minimum required en-
rollment is eight and the maximum 24.

Nature Center Open House
A variety of crafts are planned during the free, 

all-ages open house from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 12, at Luhr County Park.

No pre-registration is required, and children 
must be accompanied by an adult.

Teachers-Groups-Scout Leaders
Free environmental education programs are of-

fered to groups throughout the year. Programs last 
one hour or longer depending on the group size and 
age. Programs can be scheduled at Creek Ridge, 
Luhr, Bluhm or Red Mill parks. Call (219) 325-8315 
for more information or to make a reservation.

Westchester Public Library
• Graphic Novel Book Group for Kids at  4:30 

p.m. Friday, Jan. 31, at the Thomas Branch.
The focus is Raina Telgemeier’s “Ghosts.” Snacks 

are provided. Registration is required.
• Popular Books at 2 p.m. Monday, Feb.  3, at 

the Thomas Branch.
Colson Whitehead’s “Underground Railroad.”
Thomas Library (219-926-7696) is located at 200 

W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Westchester Township 
History Museum (219-983-9715) is located at 700 W. 
Porter Ave., Chesterton.

mailto:cariad-amsrealtor@gmail.com
mailto:cariad-amsrealtor@gmail.com
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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Cilka’s Journey by Heather Morris (hardcov-
er, $27.99 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook. 340 pages.)

“Everyone affected by war, captivity, or oppression 
reacts differently — and away from it, people might 
try to guess how they would act, or react, in the cir-
cumstances. But they do not really know.”

That quote speaks to the heart of this story. No 
matter what you think, none of us really can say 
what we would do to survive. Choosing to give up 
and die, or do what you must to sur-
vive, is only the beginning. After-
wards are the consequences of those 
decisions — and how you will be 
judged.

We all know about the World War 
II death camps and Hitler’s “Final So-
lution,” but it always brings that his-
tory to life when we can tell the story 
through individuals, people who had 
to make the life-or-death decision — 
if they were given that chance at all. 
This is one of those stories…

There are many, many books writ-
ten about World War II, each more 
horrifi c than the last. This one is writ-
ten as historical fi ction — the story of 
real-life Cilka Klein is derived from 
many years of research and face-to-
face interviews with death camp sur-
vivors and their families. Heather 
Morris also traveled to Europe and 
visited the towns and places where Cilka’s life jour-
ney took her. 

Should a person be despised for choosing to live? 
That is the question that plagues Cilka throughout 
her story…

She was born a Czech Jew. In 1942, her family is 
taken by the Nazis to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Because 
she is young — only 16 — and pretty, she catches 
the attention of several Nazis. She has two choic-
es: give in to their demands or die. She chooses to 
live and somehow survive despite the constant guilt 
that eats at her conscience.

When the camps are liberated by the Soviets in 
1945, Cilka appears before a Soviet tribunal, judged 
to be a Nazi collaborator. 

“You are convicted of working with the enemy, as 
a prostitute and additionally as a spy. You are sen-
tenced to fi fteen years’ hard labor.” Really?!

Instead of the freedom she thought was coming, 
she fi nds herself on a train headed for the Vorkuta 
Gulag, Siberia, north of the Arctic Circle. There is 
no barbed wire atop the fences — who would be stu-

pid enough to try to escape into the wilds of Siberia?
Cilka is put in a drafty bunk house with a group 

of women. They are immediately put to work in the 
coal mines.

Oddly, Cilka is the only one with numbers tat-
tooed on her arm, which she tries to hide because 
she is the only Jew in the group. Most of the women 
are political prisoners or even common criminals. 
None of the women know what she endured at the 
hand of the Nazis…all except for one…

By chance, Cilka is placed in the camp hospi-
tal under the direction of a female 
doctor who takes Cilka under her 
wing and teaches her about tak-
ing notes for the doctors and fi l-
ing paperwork. She also works as 
a translator, as she can speak four 
or fi ve languages, including Rus-
sian. Eventually, she learns nurs-
ing skills.

The story reveals how, after 
weeks and months, the women 
form fragile friendships — not an 
easy thing with trust being in short 
supply and pain being the norm. 

Guards come into the bunkhouse 
at night and rape the women, and, 
of course, some become pregnant. 
Cilka is sent from the hospital to 
help in the maternity ward. The 
new mothers and their babies, if 
they live, are sent to a nursery 
where they stay together until the 

child is 2, then sent away, presumably for adoption 
somewhere in the USSR. The mother goes back to 
work in the mines.

So this brings us back to my original quote. Do you 
really think you know how you would react? This 
story proves how none of us know how we would re-
act to what Cilka is subjected to for 10 years — three 
with the Nazis, the next seven in Siberia.

Morris provides extensive notes at the end ex-
plaining how she was introduced to a man with 
“a story worth telling.” That man was Lale Soko-
lov, the subject of Morris’ fi rst book, The Tattooist 
of Auschwitz. He told her about Cilka, who died in 
2004. That started Morris on a journey to discover 
more about her story. 

Only historical fi ction could give us a more per-
sonal understanding of Nazi concentration camps 
and the gulag camps of Siberia. 

I cried at the turning of the last page. It’s impos-
sible not to. Yet Cilka’s story is truly one of hope, 
perseverance and, yes, even love.

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

MICHIANA SHORES

2br/1ba / $290,000
David Albers • 219.728.7295

3854Birchwood.info

LONG BEACH

3br/2ba / $284,900
Jamie Follmer • 219.851.2164

2026Oriole.info

LAPORTE

4br/2ba / $129,900
Jamie Follmer • 219.851.2164

902Ridge.info

MICHIGAN CITY

3br/2ba / $399,000
Rudy & MikeConner • 219.898.0708

3330Pottawattomie.info

PORTAGE

3br/2ba / $345,900
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364

5966Beacon.info

LONG BEACH

5br/3.1ba / $799,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012
2001LakeShoreDrive.info

MICHIGAN CITY

4br/4ba / $519,000
Rudy & MikeConner • 219.898.0708

308Beachwalk.info

BEVERLY SHORES

3br/3ba / $1,100,000
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364

105LakeFront.info

MICHIGAN CITY

5br/5ba / $599,000
Rudy & MikeConner • 219.898.0708

1130Tryon.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave, Long Beach, IN 46360
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3017  Mayfield Way,  Long Beach 
 $449,900

3 bd 4 ba home with private back yard, 15x15 patio, and 
sunny 15x22 three season room.  Wonderful for entertaining

and accommodating your large family and guests!

2025 Juneway Drive,  Long Beach  
$409,900

This wonderful Long Beach home has a spacious open
 floor plan. There is room for everyone, yet there is plenty

 of privacy to be had. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths plus a loft. 

831  Franklin St,  Michigan City  
$340,000

Magnificent two story corner building in the Historic 
Downtown area of Michigan City. First floor retail with

 three apartments on 2nd floor.




