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Force of Nature
by Kim Nowatzke

Ask John Leinweber about his 
“labor of love,” and you’ll soon re-
alize it’s also his pride and joy. 

Much like a proud papa, Lein-
weber’s eyes light up and a smile 
spreads across his face as he de-
scribes the rebirth of Friendship 
Botanic Gardens. As its board 
president, he has spearheaded 
a major campaign over the past Continued on Page 2

John Leinweber is 
photographed relaxing 
at Friendship Botanic 

Gardens.



June 18, 2020Page 2
THE

THE  911 Franklin Street  •  Michigan City, IN 46360
219/879-0088

e-mail: News/Articles - drew@thebeacher.com
email: Classifieds - classads@thebeacher.com

http://www.thebeacher.com/
Published and Printed by

THE BEACHER BUSINESS PRINTERS
Delivered weekly, free of charge to Birch Tree Farms, Duneland Beach, Grand Beach, Hidden 
Shores, Long Beach, Michiana Shores, Michiana MI and Shoreland Hills. The Beacher is 
also delivered to public places in Michigan City, New Buffalo, LaPorte and Sheridan Beach.

PRINTE� �ITH

T�������� �� A������� S������ A���������� 
T�

Beacher Company Directory
Don and Tom Montgomery Owners 
Andrew Tallackson Editor 
Drew White Print Salesman 
Janet Baines Inside Sales/Customer Service 
Becky Wirebaugh Typesetter/Designer 
Randy Kayser Pressman 
Dora Kayser Bindery 
Hope Costello, Jacquie Quinlan  Production 
John Baines, Karen Gehr, Dennis Mayberry Delivery

Force of Nature Continued from Page 1

The ArcelorMittal Children’s Garden.

six years to revitalize the 105-acre location at 2055 

E. U.S. 12.
Debuting in 1936, the non-profi t nature preserve 

boasts breathtaking cultivated gardens, sprawling 
open spaces and forested woodlands that attract 
thousands each year for educational events, wed-
dings and concerts, or to simply enjoy the magnifi -
cent beauty. Because of Leinweber’s time, energy 
and fi nancial resources, along with a dedicated and 
supportive board, staff, sponsors and volunteers, 
Friendship Botanic Gardens remains a true desti-
nation point and tranquil retreat.

“I love to chase achievement. I love to create,” 
Leinweber said. “I believe in being the best you can 
be and things happen.” 

Things have certainly been happening at Friend-
ship Botanic Gardens. But to appreciate the prog-
ress, one needs to take a step back in time to become 
familiar with its beginning and rich history. 

The concept for what was called International 
Friendship Gardens originated with three brothers: 
Virgil, Joe and Clarence Stauffer from Wakarusa, 
Ind. Owners of a Hammond nursery, they created 
an ambitious horticulture exhibit for the Century of 
Progress International Exposition, also considered 
Chicago’s second World’s Fair, held in 1933-1934.

Michigan City residents Dr. Frank Warren and 
his wife visited the attraction that drew nearly 40 
million people. They were particularly impressed 
with the Stauffers’ “Peace and Friendship to all Na-
tions” garden. When the brothers sought a perma-
nent home for their exhibit, Warren, who developed 
Pottawatomie Park and the Warren Clinic, 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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donated acreage at U.S. 12 and Liberty Trail that 
contained Trail Creek running through it. Interna-
tional Friendship Gardens opened in 1936 with 14 
ethnic gardens, the Symphony Theater and Theater 
of Nations. 

The Symphony Garden.
As described at www.friendshipgardens.org, the 

latter “was built on an island with natural seating 
for an audience on an adjacent hillside and was the 
scene of ballet, drama and concerts, which brought 
thousands each week to enjoy ‘music under the 
stars.’” 

The Gardens’ mission of world peace based on the 
universal love of nature resonated across the globe. 
The attraction drew presidents and kings, as well 
as gifts of plants, seeds and statuary. Through the 
early ’60s, the Gardens’ popularity grew. It thrived 
as a cultural cornerstone that provided a spectacu-
lar botanic treat for all who visited. 

After the death of Virgil and Joe in 1956, and 
their sister, Sadie Ehret, who took over operations 
until her death in the early 1960s, Clarence and his 
wife, Frances, continued the family dream. 

Jeanne Houck became an assistant to Clarence in 
1970. When he died at 100 in 1986, she and her hus-
band, Richard, took over operations of the Gardens, 
which were in a sad state of decline. 

The Houcks organized a board of directors, en-
listed the help of volunteers and turned the gardens 

Continued on Page 4

1026 N. Karwick Road
(219) 871-0001

4121 Franklin St.
(219) 874-2121

TMICHELE CIHAK
219-861-2073 • michelecihak@yahoo.com 

VIEWS, VIEWS, VIEWS OF LAKE MICHIGAN in the Village of 
Michiana w/120’ of frontage on Lake Shore Drive. No one can build 
in front of you & no worries of a seawall. This 3-bedroom, 2-bath 
home features an open floorplan that is perfect for entertaining. 
A large kitchen w/island opens to the dining area, living room & 
screen porch with a wall of windows & doors that bring outdoors 
in, & leads to a deck that expands the entire length of the home. 
Amenities include wood floors, two stone wood fireplaces, built-
in kitchenette on main floor, laundry room main, outdoor shower, 
built-in garage. Bring your beach towels, swim suits, relax, listen 
to the waves & watch beautiful sunsets of Lake Michigan! Located 
75 minutes from downtown Chicago.

4059 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
NEW BUFFALO, MI

LARGE BEAUTIFUL BUILDING SITE in The Dunes of Grand Beach, 
with sweeping Lake Michigan views & deeded beach rights. 
Almost 1/2 acre 100x200 & no worries of a sea wall. Grand Beach 
is a beach resort with million-dollar homes, golf community, tennis 
courts, playground & clubhouse. Golf carts allowed. Only an hour 
from downtown Chicago, minutes away from New Buffalo & 
Harbor Country. Bring your building plans & give me a call today!

52106 LAKE PARK DRIVE
NEW BUFFALO, MI

NEW LISTING

$659,000

$975,000

NEW LISTING

http://www.friendshipgardens.org
mailto:michelecihak@yahoo.com
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into a public non-profi t organization in 1995. 
But, “sadly, in the decades since their heyday, 

the gardens slipped from the public consciousness,” 
Leinweber explained in Barbara Stodola’s 2018 
book Friendship Botanic Gardens. 

The Gardens suffered more setbacks in 2002 
when two major arson fi res destroyed the Alaskan 
Cabin with historical works and statuary, and the 
Service Building that contained tools and machin-
ery. Left with a handful of volunteers and virtually 
no resources, the neglected and overgrown Gardens 
were in dismal shape. 

Leinweber was fi rst introduced to International 
Friendship Gardens through a friend, Steve Kahn. 
Seeing the “beautiful bones” of the attraction, Lein-
weber knew it was time to put his knowledge, skills 
and experience as a successful entrepreneur into ac-
tion. 

He recalled his mindset of “I’m going to make this 
thing happen – bring it back, bigger and better than 
it was ever was. And we’re doing it.” 

Born in Chicago, Leinweber grew up in the South 
Holland suburb. He graduated from Northern Illi-
nois University with a double major in speech and 
theater and a minor in history and political science. 
He was attending law school and working for Xerox 
when he decided to start his own business. Over the 
years, his enterprises included four document imag-
ing startups among others. He currently owns Briar 
Leaf Golf Course in LaPorte. 

Force of Nature Continued from Page 3

The Celebration Pavilion

“I liked business better than law,” he said, ex-
plaining with a smile, “I remember numbers and 
not people’s names.”

Since his involvement with the Gardens, num-
bers have been impressive. Visitors have increased 
from 2,000 to 3,000 in one year to 60,000; it’s esti-
mated this will increase to 100,000 in the next fi ve 
years. 

Leinweber increased the board of directors from 
half a dozen to a dedicated and diverse group of 18. 
About 100 volunteers lend their time and talents 
to the organization. The Gardens now employs a 
staff of nine, which includes, among others, a com-
munications director, four seasonal gardeners and a 
bridal coordinator. The Gardens have even become 
a source for interns. Emily Tickle came on board 
as a 2020 summer intern to assist with a variety 
of projects. Leinweber’s daughter, Triecia Roberts, 
is the business manager. And, Leinweber said, the 
Gardens “worked through” COVID-19 challenges 
with no layoffs or reduction in staff. 

In 2015, the Gardens’ name evolved from Inter-
national Friendship Gardens to Friendship Bo-
tanic Gardens to “indicate a stronger emphasis on 
educational pursuits, to attack a wider and younger 
audience, and to signify the new direction in which 
the gardens are being taken,” as stated in Stodola’s 
book. 

“I take a big leadership role,” he said. “We get 
things done. I run it like a business. It took us a 
couple of years before we could take a deep breath.” 

Leinweber has secured impressive donations 
from community supporters, including the Barker
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gramming for individuals, groups 
and businesses via day camps, 
classes, workshops and retreats. 

With his two local homes, Lein-
weber considers it “dual citizen-
ship.” 

He especially appreciates the to-
pography, dunes, forests, nature, 
proximity and the people. 

“I think it’s nice to live in a small 
community. People take care of 
each other here,” he said. “This is 
where I belong. I’m a Hoosier.

“I should have been a farmer – I 
love it here,” he added, laughing.

Over the years, Leinweber has 
served on the boards of the former 
Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte 
Hospital (now Healthcare Founda-
tion of LaPorte) and United Way of 
LaPorte County. He currently is a 
board member of the Barker Civic 
Center Commission. 

Friendship Botanic Gardens fur-
ther serves the community through 
its many educational and cultural 
events. There’s the popular Easter 
Egg-Stravaganza Egg Walk, which 

Welfare Foundation, Healthcare 
Foundation of LaPorte, Horizon 
Bank, Marquiss Electric, Arcelor-
Mittal and the Michigan City Re-
development Corp. Additionally, the 
family of Leinweber and his partner 
of 41 years, James Laughlin, have 
made sizeable monetary donations 
to the Gardens’ rejuvenation, espe-
cially in the beginning of their in-
volvement to kick-start the project. 

Leinweber and Laughlin fi rst 
purchased a weekend and summer 
home in Long Beach in 1981. Lein-
weber’s interest in the area was 
piqued after hearing his mother’s 
stories of her family travels here 
in the 1920s and 1930s. The couple 
permanently moved to the area in 
2006 and currently own homes in 
Michiana Shores and Florida, as 
well as Firefl y Farm, a picturesque 
300-acre property situated in the 
countryside between Michigan City 
and LaPorte that also encompasses 
Swede Lake. At the farm, Leinwe-
ber’s daughter, Jeanie Shuck, op-
erates Firefl y Adventures, which 
offers customized experiential pro-

Jonathan Searles’ “Ribbon” sculpture at the 
front entrance gate. Continued on Page 6
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draws 2,000 participants. Although this spring’s 
event was canceled due to the pandemic, the event 
is rescheduled for Aug. 2. Other successful events 
include the Reptile Romp, Bug Safari, Butterfl y Bo-
nanza, Lyric Opera, Haunted Trails & Family Fall 
Fest, Native American Celebration and Thanksgiv-
ing Day Turkey Walk.

The local attraction reopened May 1 after its 
COVID-19 closure. Staff closely follow CDC guide-
lines for social distancing and sanitary measures. 
For visitors without a Garden membership, a no-
contact, call-in procedure is in place at the Welcome 
Cabin. Although some funding has been affected 
and some projects delayed because of COVID-19, 
none are critical. By the end of the month, all walk-
ing trails will be asphalted to better accommodate 
wheelchairs, walkers and strollers. Next May, plans 
involve offering kayaking along Trail Creek. 

These are just a fraction of the improvements 
since Leinweber’s involvement. 

During four phases beginning in 2016, the popu-
lar ArcelorMittal Children’s Garden was added for 
educational play experiences. Children can enjoy 
a playground set with slides, a wooden tower and 
climbing walls, in addition to a hydraulic pump 
to teach the origins of water, a butterfl y garden, 
a garden of senses and permanently installed xy-
lophones in the sound garden. A recent addition is 
the Whimsical Cabin, where children can watch a 
honeybee colony through an observation window.  A 
new sculpture, “Cubist-Still Life with Figure,” do-
nated by Leinweber and Laughlin, adds beauty to 
the garden.

In 2018, the Gardens added the Horizon Bank 
A-Maze-Ing Labyrinth Garden. It consists of 500 
chokeberry bushes visitors can use as a tranquil 
place of meditation, refl ection, prayer or simply as a 
fun maze to master. 

The new Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte Fit-
ness Garden includes 13 cardiovascular aerobic 

and anaerobic ex-
ercise machines 
overlooking Trail 
Creek. Last fall, 
a 28-foot foun-
tain that shines 
with multi-colored 
lights at night was 
added to Lake Lu-
cerne. The Barker 
Welfare Founda-
tion made this pos-
sible. 

The Gardens 
also are home to 
nine ethnic gar-
dens, including the 
Romanian Garden, 
French Garden 
and Lithuanian 
Garden. Other 
groups, such as 
the Rotary Club of 
Michigan City, also 
maintain gardens. 

Of signifi cant 
importance is the fi rst major structure built on the 
Gardens in nearly 100 years: the Celebration Pa-
vilion on the edge of Lake Lucerne and the Persian 
Rose Garden. It seats up to 250. 

“One hundred years from now, this will still be 
standing,” Leinweber said. “Whatever we put in 
here is going to be quality.” 

He shared his future vision for the Gardens: a 
building with a meeting room, offi ce space, café, 
gardening library and more that would operate dur-
ing winter months. 

“I want to make Friendship Botanic Gardens a 
destination for Indiana. We are achieving it and ev-
eryone knows it. I see all these people enjoying it 
— we are doing something good,” Leinweber said. 
“It’s busy on weekends and on weekdays. Look what 
we’ve created in six years.”

The Chinese Bridge.

Force of Nature Continued from Page 5

John Leinweber is photographed with 
Rima Binder, Friendship Botanic Gardens 
second vice president, at the 2017 annual 

Lithuanian Heritage Festival.

The Friendship Botanic Gardens board at the 2018 annual fundraising 
gala. From left are Dan Todd, Mary Fox, Dr. Kevin Egan, Leslie 

Samelson, Craig Phillips, John Leinweber, Dale Maher, Stuart Franzen, 
Alexander deHilster and Richard Houck III.
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MC DOWNTOWN DISTRICT MERCHANTS

fused glass mosaic art mixed media workshops
                 622 Franklin         ArtAndScienceworks.com

GALLERY  AND  AR T  C L ASS  S TUD IO

701 Washington St
Michigan City, IN 46360

Open 
 Mon - Sat 11-7 

Sun 11-3 219-814-4127

Dine In or Outside on the Patio 
Drive Through & Carryout Available • Catering

Say you saw us in The Beacher!
728 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360 • (219) 874-7786

622 Franklin St.622 Franklin St.
Michigan City, INMichigan City, IN

219-743-9595219-743-9595
www.beachbumjewels.comwww.beachbumjewels.com

beach bum jewelsbeach bum jewels
Creating Creating 
Authentic Authentic 

Beach Glass Beach Glass 
Jewelry for Jewelry for 
15 Years15 Years

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • By AppointmentHours: Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • By Appointment 622 Franklin Street  • 219.552.2419 •  

http://www.beachbumjewels.com
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4455 BBRRIISSTTOOLL DDRRIIVVEE •• MMIICCHHIIGGAANN CCIITTYY,, IINN
22 ACRES of unsurpassed beauty, lake, meadows and trails just a short walk to Lake Michigan yet tucked away in 
nature with only birds chirping and the winds gently blowing thru the leaves. Sitting in the midst of this is a gorgeous 
home with an abundance of light and open concept floor plan that is the perfect fit for the discerning buyer. A place like 
this might never come again so do not wait around. Possibly split up the lot and create 2 additional homesites. Let your 
imagination run wild and your dreams fly, this is your once in a lifetime chance to get a property of this caliber in the 
beaches area right behind Duneland Beach.

55 BBeeddrroooommss,, 44 BBaatthhss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$11,,669999,,000000 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty.

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com


June 18, 2020 Page 9
THE

22990022 RRIIDDGGEE RROOAADD •• LLOONNGG BBEEAACCHH,, IINN
SHANGRI-LA, designed by John Lloyd Wright (1938 - 1940). Prepare to be amazed when you enter this masterpiece 
where the outside feels like part of the inside. This home sits on a dune ridge overlooking nature with 14' window 
structures letting in the light and beauty of the outside. Shangri-La has been completely redone and is maintained 
impeccably. This home has all the updates needed for today's lifestyle, including Sub Zero refrigerator, Wolf range, 
concrete countertops, spectacular outdoor patio and roof top ready to enjoy the views of Lake Michigan. Easy access 
to the beach is only steps away. You can wait a lifetime for a home like this to hit the market. Don't miss this 
opportunity to own a Long Beach treasure. 

55 BBeeddrroooommss,, 44..55 BBaatthhss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$11,,558855,,000000 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty.

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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Just as I feared.
“Artemis Fowl,” after languishing in movie limbo 

for nearly two decades, is streaming on Disney+, 
banished from theaters not because of COVID-19...
but because it’s a mess. A hot one.

Oh sure, there are times when Kenneth Branagh’s 
slick extract from Eoin Colfer’s fantasy series gets 
it right. And kids bored silly 
from self-isolation may be 
mildly entertained. Anyone 
who adored the book, though, 
will feel like they’ve been 
kicked in the teeth.

What the heck happened? 
The fi rst book in Colfer’s ec-
centric series – the author de-
scribes it as “Die Hard” with 
fairies – is not like adapting 
“War and Peace.” All it re-
quires is imagination and a 
wry sense of humor, something 
the clumsy script by Conor 
McPherson and Hamish Mc-
Coll is sorely missing.

Among other things.
The book is about a snarky, 

übersmart 12-year-old crimi-
nal — left to his own devices 
amid a missing father and 
depressed mother — who be-
lieves abducting a fairy is the 
means to fi nding his father. 
That prompts a battalion from 
the fairy world, hiding in se-
cret near the Earth’s core, to 
stake out Fowl Manor: a hostage crisis, but with 
fairies, dwarves and elves.

It takes 40 minutes into the movie’s scant 95-min-
ute length before anything resembling the book 
emerges. Before then, we get curious black-and-
white narration from a supporting character, news 
that Artemis’ mother apparently is dead, and father-
son bonding between Artemis (Ferdia Shaw) and his 
father (Colin Farrell), who in the series doesn’t turn 
up until Book 2. We have fairy Commander Root: 
male in the book, here played by Oscar-winner Judi 
Dench, looking like she’s still pissed at having to ap-
pear in “Cats.” We get a villain, Opal Kobai, who in 
the series doesn’t arrive until Book 2, but here is en-
visioned as a hooded ninja chasing some nonsense 
called the Oculus.

On the page, Artemis is frequently one step 
ahead of his otherworldly pursuers. Here, he’s sort 
of a wimp. His bodyguard, Butler (Nonso Anozie), 
sturdy and unfl appable in the book, is prone to fi ts 
of crying in the movie. Foaly (Nikesh Patel), the hi-

lariously overconfi dent centaur from the book, is 
tragically disposable on fi lm.

Branagh’s vision of Haven City, though, en-
hanced by oodles of computer animation, is just as 
we envisioned it: dark, cavernous, with fl ashes of 
light humor. And when Artemis and Butler kidnap 
fairy police captain Holly Short (Lara McDonnell, 

well-cast), the movie snaps into action, fi nally ex-
isting as coherent storytelling. Branagh stages the 
fairy-police arrival with nifty effects and dry Celtic 
humor. We also realize that Josh Gad (Olaf from 
“Frozen”), as dwarf con-artist Mulch Diggums, is 
the only actor who appears to be having fun. He has 
the right energy, the most aggressive spirit of hu-
mor, that this series deserves.

I kept reminding myself during “Artemis Fowl” to 
relax, give it a chance. Movies are a different beast. 
They adapt. Consolidate. And I’m OK with that. At 
the very least, honor the author’s vision.

But by that account, “Artemis Fowl” hasn’t got a 
clue.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

For Fans of the Book, “Artemis Fowl” is a Total Bummer
by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★
“Artemis Fowl”

Running time: 95 minutes. Rated PG for 

fantasy action/peril and some rude humor

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC, a subsidiary of At World Properties, LLC  |  At World Properties Indiana, LLC, a subsidiary of At World Properties, LLC

Rudy Conner • Mike Conner • Michael Jefvert • Lora Schmitt • Scott Popp
rudy@atproperties.com • 219.898.0708

7 bed / 6 bath • 113Austin.info
$659,000

5 bed / 3 bath • 100ElPortal.info
$449,000

5 bed / 4 bath • 326Beachwalk.info
$559,000

326 Beachwalk Lane

3 bed / 2 bath • 407Northbrook.info
$425,000

407 Northbrook Drive 113 Austin Lane

100 El Portal Drive

UNDER CONTRACT PRICE REDUCED

JUST LISTED UNDER CONTRACT

mailto:rudy@atproperties.com
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ZAK ELHIDAOUI
REALTOR®

(219) 448-1052
zake@daprileproperties.com
www.zakeproperties.com

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
IS INTERESTED IN BUYING OR SELLING, 

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY!

FOR SALE
$860,000
615 Colfax Ave. 
Michigan City

Lakefront home in Sheridan 
Beach! The minute you pull 
up to the front of this home 
you smell the fresh air and 
hear the waves. The location 
is so calming, quiet, and 
away from the noise of big 
cities — water is your back 
yard! So much to enjoy. This 
home boasts 4 bedrooms, 
4 full bathrooms and 2 half 
bathrooms, with extra rooms 
in the walk out basement that 
can be used as extra sleeping 
areas.

mailto:zake@daprileproperties.com
http://www.zakeproperties.com
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REALTOR®

(219) 448-1052
zake@daprileproperties.com
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3040 Lake Shore Dr. 

Long Beach

3040 Lake Shore Dr. 

Long Beach

110 Lake Shore Dr. Apt A

Michigan City

110 Lake Shore Dr. Apt A

Michigan City

110 Lake Shore Dr. Apt A

Michigan City

110 Lake Shore Dr. Apt A

Michigan City

mailto:zake@daprileproperties.com
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“Spelling the Dream” Takes Inspiring Look at Indian Americans at National Bee
by Andrew Tallackson

Akash is the youngest contestant profi led in the Netfl ix documentary “Spelling the Dream.”

“Spelling the Dream” transforms a competitive 
arena that’s been covered to death into a surpris-
ingly relevant and consistently uplifting experience.

The focus of this new Netfl ix documentary is 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee. The event, it-
self, can be seen on ESPN. The 2002 documentary 
“Spellbound” exhaustively interviewed youngsters 
in the 1999 competition, deleted scenes on the DVD 
release including Michigan City’s own Cody Pagels. 
The 2006 feature fi lm “Akeelah and the Bee” re-
mains a family favorite.

What “Spelling the Dream” explores is the surge 
in young Indian Americans as the event’s victors. 
Last year, in fact, saw top honors going to eight 
contestants, seven of whom were Indian American. 
Director Sam Rega takes a brisk look — the fi lm is 
only 82 minutes — at the how and why of this trend, 
in the process conveying the spirit of the American 
Dream at its best.

The fi lm attributes numerous factors to the shift 
in Indian Americans repeatedly triumphing at the 
national bee. Indian Americans arriving here and 
embracing immigrant dreams of American success. 
Indian-American children being fl uent in more than 
one language. Spelling bees being a competitive 
event in which Indian-American children can fl our-
ish. And, in the best examples of what defi nes a sup-
portive family, parents and siblings who back their 
children at every turn, and offer love, comfort and 
reassurance when they fall short of their dreams.

We meet a few of the kids. Akash is the youngest: 
adorable, precocious to the extreme, versatile to the 

point of appearing on “Dancing 
With the Stars.” Shourav, called 
the “Michael Jordan of spell-
ing” by friends, wrestles with 
being overly confi dant. Ashrita 
is more subdued, honored her 
friends fi nd her inspiring.

The movie does not shy away 
from the fallout of Indian-Amer-
ican children dominating the 
competition. Ugly, hateful com-
ments dashed off in tweets that, 
ironically, are riddled with mis-
spellings by smug white Ameri-
can adults. Rega, as director, 
probably should have explored this issue in greater 
detail. The parent in me wanted to know how the 
parents of these children, who want nothing more 
than the best for their children, shield them, if at all 
possible, from such blatantly racist behavior.

Then again, Rega wants you leaving his fi lm in-
spired. And you do, fi lled with images of parents 
leaping with joy when their children succeed, and 
hugging them without fail after they’re eliminated 
from the event. The American dream, at its best.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

★ ★ ★
“Spelling the Dream”
Running time: 82 minutes. Rated TV-G

1/2

Shourav
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Indiana Shoreline, Southwestern Michigan, Illinois

The Power to Move Chicago to the Indiana & Michigan Shoreline

ROB GOW
CHRIS PFAUSER
ShorelineAdvice.com 

269.612.4104
RobGow@ShorelineAdvice.com 617 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360 | 30 W. Buffalo, New Buffalo, MI 49117

© BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire 
Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates,LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
H a t h a w a y  H o m e S e r v i c e s  s y m b o l  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  s e r v i c e  m a r k s  o f  H o m e S e r v i c e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  I n c . ®

ONE MAGNIFICENT LIFE 
BHHSCHICAGO.COM

1300 Lakeshore Drive , Long Beach
The ultimate Long Beach lakefront location for one or two single 
family homes. Approx 113 foot of water frontage. $2,495,000

18636 Forest Beach Drive, New Buffalo
Charming Traditional home in Forest Beach 5 bedrooms, 4 ba. 
Open plan, high ceilings. Living room fplc. Grill deck. $650,000

3524 Manitou Trail, Duneland Beach
Partial Lake Michigan views in Duneland Beach Association. 
Just 400 feet from Lake Michigan. $575,000

314 Sunset Trail, Michiana Shores
Artist’s getaway home! Easy walk to Lake Michigan and private 
dune-top setting with swimming pool. 3700 square ft.  $699,000

52015 Lake Park Dr, Grand Beach
100 ft of Lake Michigan frontage. Perfect premium parcel for that 
dream home with a gentle slope toward the beach. $1,899,000

14458 Ridgeview Drive, New Buffalo
Surrounding woodlands & partial views of Lake Michigan. 
Beautifully designed for today’s lifestyle 3500 sq ft.  $799,000

PR ICE R EDUCED

PENDING

mailto:RobGow@ShorelineAdvice.com
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LaPorte County Parks has installed two of its 
four multipurpose outdoor fi tness equipment at 
Luhr and Creek Ridge county parks.

The move is part of a plan to have fi tness equip-
ment at all county parks, thanks to a partnership 
with the Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte.

The equipment has more than 16 exercises, 
offering a full body workout, with adjustability 
where needed and a chin/dip-assist mechanism. 
Suitable for all fi tness levels, it provides up to 
fi ve users a full body workout at once. Each sta-
tion is designed to be adaptable. 

Read and follow the instructions on the ma-
chine itself to avoid injury. Also, Health Com-
missioner Kristina Box encouraged patrons to 
remember social distancing and hand washing/
hand sanitizer usage.

The equipment at Luhr is by the pond under 
the Kiwanis Shelter among the other fi tness 
equipment, playground and kids fi tness equip-
ment. The one at Creek Ridge is under the Green-
burg Shelter close to the trail and not far from 
the playground. 

County parks are open from 7 a.m. to sunset 
daily.

A Natural Nudge Toward Better Health and Wellness

The fi tness equipment at Luhr County Park 
under the Kiwanis Shelter.

CERTAINTY IN UNCERTAIN TIMES

ON-CAMPUS LEARNING BEGINS IN AUGUST
lalumiere.org | 219.326.7450 | La Porte, Indiana 

La Lumiere School

La Lumiere is accepting applications 
for the 2020-2021 school year.

• Boarding & Day school offered
• Scenic, secluded 190-acre wooded campus
• Student to teacher ratio of 7 to 1
• Top-tier college placement 
• Minutes away from Harbor Country ©
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

featuring

219  879  8304 sales@citysupply.com

Kitchen & Bath Cabinets
Showroom at:

4301 Ohio Street
Michigan City, IN

City
  Supply, inc.

mailto:sales@citysupply.com
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The History Museum Reopens
The History Museum and adjoining Studebaker 

National Museum have reopened, resuming normal 
operating hours.

The schedule is (all times Eastern): 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. 

Interim Executive Director Brian Harding said in 
a press release while the museum was closed, staff 
sanitized galleries, walkways and visitor spaces. In 
accordance with St. Joseph County guidelines, visi-
tors are required to wear masks when in the mu-
seum. For added protection, staff will wear masks 
when in public areas. Protective plexiglass windows 
are in place where tickets are sold. Signs remind 
that social distancing is in effect, and hand sani-
tizer is available.

The Oliver Mansion, Worker’s Home and Kids-
fi rst Children’s Museum remain closed due to 
social-distancing restrictions. Touchscreens and 
tactile exhibits have been temporarily removed or 
modifi ed for safety.

Exhibits include:
• “World Famous: The Olivers and the American 

Dream,” which tells the story of the Oliver fam-
ily, its worldwide business and the community in 
which they lived.

• “The Final Frontier: Bendix and the Apollo Pro-
gram,” which details critical contributions of 
South Bend’s Bendix Corp. to the Apollo missions. 

• “Full Circle: Shakespearean Culture at Notre 
Dame.”

• “Polished in Public, Fierce on the Field,” which 
offers the history of the All-American Girls Pro-
fessional Baseball League.
Admission is $10 for adults, $8.50 for seniors, $6 

for youth 6-17 and free for members. Admission also 
is free to health-care providers and fi rst responders 
for the remainder of the year. Visitors can experi-
ence the adjoining Studebaker National Museum 
for an additional cost. The History Museum is lo-
cated at 808 W. Washington St. Visit historymuse-
umSB.org or call (574) 235-9664 for more details.

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment BoutiqueUpscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYSCLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

We’re Back.We’re Back.
Together Again.Together Again.
Waiting for You!Waiting for You!

Posh has Premium Consignors
Entire Inventory Discounted

Taking Summer Consignment Appointments

Buy 1, 
Get 1 Free on 

Miniature 
Golf

Valid Any Day of 
the Week

During Business 
Hours.

Flip’s CASCADE MOUNTAIN
7297 West U.S. Highway 20, Michigan City, IN 46360

Hours: Noon-7 p.m. Daily
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  pottawattomie 
  for the BEST VALUE in Northwest Indiana! 

GOLF Memberships 

 

S e i  Ra e  f  2020! N  I i ia i  F e ! 

W lc n  A mo  

Wed ng , B id  Sh r  
R e rs  D r , S e i  E nt  

C  tod  t  s e   t    
P t w  C n  C ...m n  r   n  1909! 

1900 Springland Avenue     Michigan City, IN  46360     219.872.8624     info@pottcc.com 
POTTAWATTOMIE.COM 

T  U  f  S  a                     
P t w  C n  C  

SOCIAL & POOL Memberships 

    F  f   h  F  

Ch n n  18-H  G l  C r  

 CORPORATE Golf & Social Memberships 

C p ra  G l  Ou ng  & Bu es  M e ng   

N  Re ec ra e  C h u  

mailto:info@pottcc.com
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The decision was not made lightly. Who in Long 
Beach, after all, does not relish the bond of family 
and friends, the sense of community, that come alive 
amid Fourth of July festivities?

But in early May, the Long Beach Civic Associa-
tion canceled the annual celebration that includes a 
parade, food, fellowship, music and fi reworks. This 
would have marked the event’s 46th year. But as we 
all know, 2020 also is the year COVID-19 changed 
life as we know it, introducing concepts like social 
distancing and generating legitimate health-and-
safety concerns within the general populace.

Even amid Gov. Eric Holcomb’s Back on Track 
Indiana Plan, proceeding with the July 4th event 
yielded too great a risk, Long Beach Civic Associa-
tion President John 
Mengel says. That’s 
why options such 
as rescheduling, or 
waiting until closer 
to the actual date to 
decide, were discard-
ed.

“The truth is, if 
there’s a chance 
that we could infect 
just one person, the 
whole celebration’s 
not worth it,” Men-
gel told The Beacher. 
“My thought was, 
what would be most 
unfair is to pull the plug two weeks beforehand, 
when people had already planned around being 
here for the 4th. So for me, the earlier we do it, the 
better it is.

“This thing is not going away anytime soon,” he 
continued. “It’s not going away until there is a vac-
cine and we get vaccinated. But for a lot of people, 
this could be a death sentence.”

Mengel, a Long Beach resident for 43 years, has 
been a civic-association member for more than 15 
years. Along with sponsoring July 4th festivities, 
the group considers nominees for parade marshal. 
It also plays a key role in the betterment of the Long 
Beach community, from restoring historical pillars 
on Lake Shore Drive and “Stop” signs to sponsor-
ing “Movie in the Park” and buying new playground 
equipment at the town center.

Independence Day in Long Beach is an event 
steeped in tradition. Early, before the parade kicks 
off, the Higdon family presents the Old School Run, 
a 5K run or walk with no advance registration. The 
low-key event is more about fun, about reconnecting 

with community, than it is about victors and prizes.
The parade, which embraces themed golf carts, 

bicycles, strollers, wagons, fl oats and walkers, kicks 
off at 10 a.m. Afterward, the crowd gathers in and 
around the food, music and information booths, the 
line for brats and hot dogs winding through throngs 
of people. Live music sounds from performers, while 
families spread out blankets nearby, laughing, gab-
bing with family and friends. Later that day, at 
dusk, they congregate at the golf course with count-
less others to witness the spectacle of elaborately 
staged fi reworks.

Traditions exit within The Beacher as well. Amid 
all the festivities, we’ve photographed the same 

group of women for 25 years or so.
Heidi Thibideau, Kelley Bruemmer, Abbey Neary, 

Laura Horn and Barbara Bates have been friends 
since childhood. Now in their 40s and with families 
of their own, they live everywhere from California, 
to Chicago, to Indianapolis, to LaPorte County. 
Nonetheless, they make it a point to see each other 
at Christmas and July 4. And, somehow, some way 
over the years the fi ve always managed to have 
their picture taken by The Beacher. 

Upon learning the July 4th festivities were can-
celed, the fi ve had a group conference call, Thibide-
au said, everyone agreeing to fi nd a way to see each 
other over the holiday while embracing social-dis-

tancing practices.
“It’s a tradition, and such a fun thing to look for-

ward to,” Thibideau said of July 4th in Long Beach. 
“This year, we will make the most of it. The most 
important thing is, we’re all healthy and well. We’ll 
fi gure out a way to be together this season.”

(Plans are afoot for the ladies to send The Beacher 
a photo of them socially distanced together July 4.)

Mengel estimates between 3,500 and 5,000 peo-
ple attend the festivities, depending on the weather, 
and which day of the week the holiday falls. Calling 
himself “the guy who cooks the brats,” Mengel says 
the event each year includes up to 3,000 brats and 
1,500 hot dogs. Volunteers begin cooking the food 
at 7 a.m., not just the brats and hot dogs, but also 
the diced onions and buckets of beer to fl avor the 
brats. By the time the parade concludes, everything 
is about ready to go.

The event includes assistance with cleanup from 
local Boy Scouts. Individual contributions come into 
play. Brats and hot dogs are purchased at discounts 
from Al’s supermarkets, the tents and tables con-
tracted with Kabelin Ace Hardware, Mengel said. 
When the parade is over and it’s party time, every-
one brings friends to sample the food and enjoy the 
music. Subsequently, he said, social distancing is 
impossible.

That is why, he continued, canceling this year’s 
event was the best course of action.

“Everyone came to the same realization,” Mengel 
said, “that this is really unfortunate that we’re in 
this situation, but what would be a more unfortu-
nate situation...is to have one more person get sick.”

 Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

LB Civic President: Health, Safety Concerns Nixed July 4th Events
by Andrew Tallackson

Participants in the 2019 Long Beach July 4th Parade. Beacher fi le photo

The Beacher photographs these fi ve women every year during July 4th 
festivities. Plans are under way to still publish a photo of them this year.

John Mengel (left) with Ed Verona.
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Fernwood Botanical Garden
Fernwood Botanical Garden is open to the public, 

with an online, timed ticketing system created to 
maintain maximum safety and social distancing. 

Everyone, including members, must schedule vis-
its using online ticketing beforehand. No walkups 
are allowed.

The majority of Fernwood’s staff worked off site 
March 17-June 2 in response to COVID-19 and sub-
sequent stay-at-home orders. The plan for reopen-
ing provides for safe accessibility for staff and vol-
unteers as well. Staff have cleaned and disinfected 
commonly touched surfaces. The Visitors Center re-
mains closed, so check-in is held outdoors.

Fernwood’s reopening plan refl ects guidelines 
suggested for all public gardens published in May 
by the American Public Gardens Association.

Fernwood visitation information and guidelines 
are available at www.fernwoodbotanical.org. All 
dates and guidelines will be evaluated and adjusted 
if needed while monitoring ongoing local health and 
safety concerns.

Fernwood’s hours are (all times Eastern) 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon-5 p.m. Sun-
days. It is closed Mondays. The garden is located 
at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Call (269) 
695-6491 for more details.

Pressure 
Washing

Window 
Cleaning

SCHEDULE YOUR OUTDOOR NEEDS TODAY!

219-608-3145
Pay by Credit Card Over Phone. We Take Over From There!

Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
219-778-2568 • www.smallsgardencenter.com

Find Us On Facebook

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Free Complete Landscape Estimates • Residential Plant Design

Patios, Retaining Walls, Water Falls, Excavating, Driveway, Site Preparations, 

Pond & Small Lakes 1/2-7 Acres

WE DELIVER
Decorative Stone, Washstone, Limestone, Slag, Mulch, Topsoil, Flagstone 

Outcropping, Pavers & Boulders. Sale on Topsoil & Mulch - 

Call for Prices

Free Estimates

Landscaping
by

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
& Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!
30% OFF

LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 
EVERGREENS & MORE!

30% OFF
IN STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING, 
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.fernwoodbotanical.org
http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
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Five Tips for Taking Care of Your Trees
1. Don’t “top” your trees.  Topping is the removal of large branches to reduce the height of the 

tree.  This causes decay that leads to large branch failures in the future.
2. Don’t “spike” your trees. Spiking causes wounds that lead to infection and tree decline.  

Anyone who spikes trees is causing long-term damage to the trees.
3. Avoid damage to the roots.  Large trucks cause soil compaction and digging up roots cause 

frayed wounds that can’t heal and create access points for pathogens (fungi) that start root 
rot and weaken the trees structural stability. Lawn mowers can also cause damage to the root 
flares. 

4. Protect the roots out to the drip line from any activity other than foot traffic.  The drip line is 
simply the outside edge of the canopy.  On a mature open grown oak, it can be a circle of 60 
feet in diameter.

5. Consult an ISA Certified Arborist before doing anything to your tree.  

Complete Tree Service Professionals
Arborist & Construction Consulting

Tree Pruning & Removals
Stump Grinding & Lot Clearing

Plant Health Care & Treatments
Pest & Disease Analysis

Storm Damage Removals

   Christian Siewert MI-0549A         
             ISA Certified Arborist on Staff

269-756-2571 www.treephilosophy.info treephilosophy@yahoo.com
TRAINED, EDUCATED, UP TO DATE, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

http://www.treephilosophy.info
mailto:treephilosophy@yahoo.com
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The fi rst season of Amazon Prime’s “Homecom-
ing” made for good, but not necessarily great televi-
sion. Bolstered by star wattage from Julia Roberts, 
along with charismatic work by newcomer Stephan 
James, the 10-episode series faithfully recreated 
the dread of 1970s conspiracy-theory thrillers.

It also was about four episodes too long: a compel-
ling premise diluted by scenes 
that felt like killing time. The 
pretentious style needlessly 
fi lmed present-day scenes with 
iPhone crampness, and lifted 
musical scores from the ‘70s and 
‘80s that geeks like myself rec-
ognized, but otherwise clashed 
with the tone of the material.

So it comes as a surprise that 
I found Season 2 of “Homecom-
ing” more satisfying than its 
predecessor. Actually, calling it 
Season 1.5 would be apt, as the 
action overlaps with previous 
events, new characters mingling 
with the old. At only seven epi-
sodes, the length is more com-
pact, the performances more 
persuasive. The style is consis-
tent, with one holy moly twist at 
the end.

The fi rst season of “Home-
coming,” which debuted in late 
2018, would have been at home 
with classic paranoia thrill-
ers like Francis Ford Coppo-
la’s “The Conversation” (1974) 
and Brian DePalma’s “Blow 
Out” (1981). Alternating between past and pres-
ent — about a four-year gap — the story centers on 
Homecoming Transitional Support Center, which 
on the surface helps returning veterans cope with 

PTSD, but in actuality wipes them clean of any 
war memories so they can return to combat with 
no emotional baggage. Driving the mystery is Heidi 
Bergman (Roberts), who in the present works as a 
waitress with little memory of her past. Four years 
earlier, she was a social worker for Homecoming, 
not quite clear about her facility’s true purpose. The 

scenes between Bergman and veteran Walter Cruz 
(James) were the core of the series. The two actors 
were electrifying, the relationship between social 
worker and client teetering between empathy and 
attraction.

A bulk of the present-day scenes, though, in-
volved a U.S. Department of Defense auditor (Shea 
Whigham) closing in on Bergman and Homecom-
ing, with several episodes amounting to little more 
than fi ller, as if the show was dragging its feet be-
fore unleashing the goods.

Nothing sluggish about Season 2, though. The 
fi rst shot, in fact, and it’s off to the races.

A woman awakens in a rowboat fl oating in a se-
rene lake surrounded by mountains. Who is she, 
and how did she end up there? That is the mystery. 
The woman, whose name may be Alex, is played 
by Janelle Monáe (“Hidden Figures,” “Moonlight”), 

“Homecoming” Season 2 is More
by Andrew Tallackson

Janelle Monáe stars as a woman who wakes up in a rowboat with no memory of her past.

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
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Satisfying, With Juicier Twists
and her early confusion yields little answers, only 
fl ashes of information mostly propelled by acts of 
violence.

A mystery like “Homecoming” is all about the de-
tails, about seemingly unconnected pieces of a puz-
zle fi rmly locking into place. Any review is like an 
exercise in tripping over the spoilers. Suffi ce it to 
say, the woman is linked to Homecoming and Geist 

Emergent Group, whose farm yielded the crop re-
quired for the Homecoming memory-loss drug.

We are reacquainted with Audrey Temple (Hong 
Chau), a Geist assistant with ideas of her own on 
profi ting from the drug. That puts her in direct con-
fl ict with owner Leonard Geist, played by Oscar-win-
ner Chris Cooper (“Adaptation,” “A Beautiful Day 
in the Neighborhood”) in full Chris Cooper mode: 
grizzled, foul-mouthed, physically incapable of smil-
ing. Leonard, it appears, was never fully informed 
of how his drug was being used...and he’s pissed 
off. James returns as Walter, his path crossing with 
Alex and Leonard. His story, it seems, is not quite 
over. Oh, and lest we forget perpetual scene-stealer 
Joan Cusack (“School of Rock”) as Francine Bunda, 
a foul-mouthed DOD rep with her sights set on the 
Homecoming drug.

Enough fuel for 10 conspiracy fi res. 
However, with Homecoming’s sinister intentions 

made clear last time around, Season 2 can focus 
on the delicious enigma surrounding Alex, specifi -
cally, is she the hero, or the anti-hero, of her own 
story? Monae’s performance is potent, particularly 
in fl ashbacks that reveal detail by detail her link to 
the Geist Group. Suitably intense, with a few mo-
ments of vulnerability, this is proof Monae has the 
chops to pull offer tougher material.

We appreciate, as 
well, the way this 
season weaves Wal-
ter into the fray. His 
presence yields a res-
olution that, once the 
cat is out of the bag, 
makes you gasp, then 
laugh — in a good 
way — at the ingenu-
ity of it. Talk about a 
juicy payoff!

Amazon Prime ini-
tially ordered two 
seasons of “Homecom-
ing,” the fi rst season 
lifted from a podcast 
by Eli Horowitz and 
Micah Bloomberg. 
Season 2 brings this 
saga to a close. This 
is it. No more story to 
tell. Any ensuing sea-
sons will have to start 
over from scratch.

My two cents? Stop 
while they’re ahead. 
This is as good a fi n-
ish as any.

❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Oscar-winner Chris Cooper co-stars as Leonard Geist, the owner of the drug at the core of “Homecoming.”

406 Franklin Square
 Michigan City

219-879-0311

 open 11 a.m.
Wednesday thru Sunday

Sizes small to 3X, Jewelry Gifts
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Footlight Players has announced the winners in 
its 12th annual awards ceremony.

Because of COVID-19, no banquet was held. 
Nonetheless, the winners are: 
• BEST LEAD ACTOR: Dean Johanson, “Last of 

the Red Hot Lovers.”
• BEST LEAD ACTRESS: Brittney Urban, “Gyp-

sy.”
• BEST FEATURED ACTOR: Andrew Vendl, 

“Doublewide, Texas.”
• BEST FEATURED ACTRESS: Laura Meyer, 

“Doublewide, Texas.”
• BEST DIRECTOR: Robert W. Komendera, 

“Doublewide, Texas.”
• BEST NEWCOMER: Danielle Bilderback, “Dou-

blewide, Texas.”
• BEST MUSIC/VOCAL DIRECTOR: Lee C. 

Meyer, “Gypsy.”
• BEST CHOREOGRAPHER: Laura Meyer, 

“Gypsy.”
• BEST SET DESIGN: Floyd Colosky, “Double-

wide, Texas.”
• BEST LIGHTING DESIGN: Chris West, “Dou-

blewide, Texas.”
• BEST SOUND DESIGN: Declan Rice, “Double-

wide, Texas.”
• BEST COSTUME DESIGN: Sharon Kienitz, 

“Doublewide, Texas.”
• BEST HAIR/MAKEUP DESIGN: David Wil-

kes, “Doublewide, Texas.”
• BEST SCENIC ARTIST: Joy Davidson, “Dou-

blewide, Texas.”
• BEST SET DRESSER: David Mikolajczyk, 

“Last of the Red Hot Lovers.”
Chris West, the newly elected Footlight presi-

dent, was inducted into the Hall of Fame for his 
service and for serving as building manager, light-
ing and sound department manager and on many 
committees. 

Hailing from Danville, 
Ill., West moved to Michi-
gan City for a job offer at 
Sullair, where he currently 
works as a warranty man-
ager. He followed his wife, 
Lara, and daughter, Kate-
lyn, to Footlight, becoming 
an integral part in 2018’s 
“Annie.” Technically, he 
has  helped with almost ev-
ery show, even trying act-
ing during “A Doublewide, 
Texas Christmas” as the 
voice of Harley Dobbs. He 
has won Footlight Awards 
for Best Lighting Design for “The Drowsy Chaper-
one” and “Musical of Musicals, The Musical,” Best 
Sound Design for “Dark of the Moon” and received 
the President’s Award in 2019.

Also, Thom Nelson received the President’s 
Award. He had been involved with Footlight since 
the 1993 production of “Mack and Mable.” He was 
instrumental in renovating Footlight Theater, serv-
ing as a board member, working on many commit-
tees and making sure the group was entered in the 
summer and winter parades in Michigan City. He 
has appeared in “Jake’s Women,” “Fan Mail,” “Two 
By Two,” “Moonglow” and “The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood.”

Footlight also has announced its new slate of 
board members/offi cers:
• President: Chris West.
• Vice President: Laura Meyer.
• Secretary: Tom LeDonne.
• Treasurer: William Wild.
• Board members-at-large: Denise Barkow, Bobbi 

Ann Lauritsen, Janice Rice.
The plan as of now is to open the 71st season with 

“Steel Magnolias” the fi rst two weekends in Sep-
tember, followed by “The Miracle on South Division 
Street” in November, “Jerry’s Girls” in February, 
“Drinking Habits” in April and “The Sound of Mu-
sic” in June. The theater will follow recommended 
safety guidelines required because of COVID-19.

Footlight Announces Award Winners, Hall of Famer, Board

West
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 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 30 years in business

Shingle and Flat Roof Specialist
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Midwest Museum of American Art will host 
“Made in Michiana: 40+ Years of the Best of Show” 
through Sunday, Aug. 2.

The exhibit includes sculpture, paintings and 
ceramics from the Elkhart Juried Regional Exhibi-
tions and acquired for the MMAA Permanent Col-
lection. Forty-three works are highlighted in the 
commemorative effort. 

Every year since 1979, the museum has collected 
what the jurors of each Elkhart Juried Regional Ex-
hibition have awarded as “Best of Show.” In 1993, 
the award was divided between three participants, 
thus accumulating two additional pieces for the col-
lection. The museum purchases the Best of Show 
award for its permanent collection, with acquisition 
funds provided by museum patrons. Past recipi-
ents include Abner Hershberger, Bill Kremer, Tom 
Meuninck, A.J. Nafziger and Dora Natella.

Also running through Aug. 2 is “Karen Bondar-
chuk: Martins in the Field.” 

A Canadian visual artist living and working in 
the United States, she has exhibited widely in the 
U.S., Canada, England, France, Italy and India. 
She is a professor and foundation coordinator in the 
Frostic School of Art at Western Michigan Univer-
sity, Kalamazoo, Mich.

Bondarchuk said in a press release the series is 
a metaphor for her mother’s personal journey of 
dislocation, resilience and dealing with Alzheimer’s 
disease.

“My mother’s maiden name was Martin, which 
initially inspired the use of the common house mar-
tin in these works, a bird my mother would certain-
ly have known as a girl in London in the 1930s and 
’40s,” she said.

Admission is: $10 per adult; $6 for ages 8-12; 
and $8 for ages 13-18 and college students with ID. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. EDT Tuesday through 
Friday. The museum will not open on the weekends 
until after July 5, providing there is no further es-
calation in the COVID-19 pandemic.

The museum is located at 429 S. Main St., 

“Made in Michiana,” “Martins in the Field” at MMAA

Works included in “Made in Michiana: 40+ Years of the Best of Show.”

One of the works featured in “Karen Bondarchuk: Martins in the Field.” 

Elkhart. Email info@midwestmuseum.us or call 
(574) 293-6660 for details.

Family Owned/Operated • Eco Friendly Organic Products • Free Estimates 
MEGAN FEGARAS • Carpet Upholstery Tile and Grout

Call Today to Inquire about 
Our Summer Specials 

WOOD CHIPSALES

mailto:info@midwestmuseum.us
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312.343.9143
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Northern IN • Southwest MI • Metro Chicago

Dunes Learning Center
With COVID-19 resulting in the cancelation of 

Dunes Learning Center summer camps, local youth 
now can purchase a Basic Nature Adventure Time 
Kit or NatKit shipped directly to them.

The NatKit box includes more than six hours of 
activities geared toward 8- to 13-year-olds, includ-
ing experiments and scavenger hunts.

The Full Experience Kit includes more than four 
hours of interactive Zoom experiences on June 29-
July 3. Children meet with naturalists in digital 
trail groups, bringing the total to more than 10 
hours of activities.

The Basic NatKit costs $49.95 plus shipping. The 
Full Experience NatKit costs $99.95 plus shipping.

Visit dlc.simpletix.com for reservations.

Beach Area Business Reopenings
The following beach-area businesses have re-

opened in adherence with the “Back on Track Indi-
ana Plan”:

• Art+Science Works, 622 Franklin St., Tuesday-
Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

• Beach Bum Jewels, 622 Frankin St., Tuesday-
Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

• The Closet By Franklin Vintage & Chef Bizzaro 
Millinery, 717 Franklin St., Suite A, noon-5 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday. Appointments can 
be made on days the stores are not open.

• Elle Salon, 113 W. Eighth St., Tuesday-Thursday, 
10 a.m.-8 p.m., Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Satur-
day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

• Hoity Toity, 731 Franklin St., Sunday-Monday, 11 
a.m.-4 p.m., Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

• Lake Life Social, 622 Franklin St., Tuesday-Sat-
urday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

• Paris House of Bridal, 728 Franklin St. No walk-
ins at this time; appointment only, with face 
masks required.

• Static Age, 621 Franklin St., Sunday-Monday, 11 
a.m.-3 p.m., Tuesday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

• Taverna Tonelli, 521 Franklin St., Tuesday-Sun-
day, 4-10 p.m.

Any beach-area businesses who would like to be 
included here can email the information to drew@
thebeacher.com

Order online SAVE 25%

(219) 221-6958 | 4319 S. Franklin Street | Michigan City, IN 46360

Order online SAVE 25% off MSRP

BENEFITS
of CBD Oil

• Pain relief

•

•
and increase sleep 

•

•

10% OFF
FOR UP TO 3 CBD PRODUCTS

Valid at any of our Custom Dosing Pharmacy locations.

Offer expires June 30, 2020. Must present coupon. One time use only.
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Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

 COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

 NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

Play Day Golf Outing 
LaPorte Economic Advancement Partnership will 

host the 46th Annual Play Day Golf Outing on Fri-
day, July 17, at Briar Leaf Golf Club, 3233 Indiana 
39, LaPorte. 

LEAP will adhere to social-distancing protocols. 
The outing begins with registration at 8 a.m., fol-
lowed by a shotgun start at 9 a.m. The cost is $595 
for a team of four LEAP members. Sponsorship op-
portunities exist. The outing also will include sever-
al contests, including: Hole in One, Longest Drive, 
Fastest Hole and Putting.

Anyone who prefers not to be photographed 
should call (219) 324-8584 or email lindsayj@
laportepartnership.com. 

Visit tinyurl.com/yd7m3m9k to register.

Michiana’s Rent A Painter
Robert VanDyck
219-214-0420 cell
Rent 1 Interior/Exterior Painter
For Only $275 A Day

Rent 2 Interior/Exterior Painters
For Only $550 A Day

Rent 3 Interior/Exterior Painters
For Only $750 A Day

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

Krasl Art Center Call for Artists
Krasl Art Center aims to showcase select regional 

artist projects created because of the COVID-19 ex-
ecutive shelter-in-place orders.

Projects will be displayed in KAC’s artlab gallery 
through an intimate group exhibit. The artlab is a 
367-square-foot venue dedicated to experimenta-
tion, installation and contemporary art. 

Projects may refl ect: 

• Innovations in materials due to limited access to 
supplies.

• Shifts in content or concepts because of shelter in 
place.

• An increase in time available to devote to artistic 
practice, resulting in new work.

The exhibit will allow: original works and artist 
projects; individual and collaborative projects; all 
media; and a suggested limitation of one to three 
artworks per artist/art collaborative. Submit a brief 
description of the work(s) or project proposed, digi-
tal images of the proposed work (informal photos 
are OK) and a brief artist statement or link to art-
ist website. The submission deadline is July 6, with 
artists notifi ed by July 20. Works must be delivered 
by Aug. 24, the exhibit dates being Sept. 4-Nov. 29.

KAC is located at 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. 
Visit https://krasl.org/art/artist-opportunities/ for 
more information.

NB Library Online Programs
The Friends of the New Buffalo Library continues 

its Community Forum virtual lectures with a Zoom 
presentation on Southwest Michigan winemaking 
at 7 p.m. EDT Tuesday, June 23. 

The presentation by wine expert Rick Cooper and 
The Region of Three Oaks Museum’s Nick Bogert 
explores how local vintners struggled to keep up 
with changing American palettes and modern mar-
keting strategies.

Bob Myers of the Historical Society of Michigan 
returns via Zoom with a presentation on Harriet 
Quimby at 7 p.m. EDT Tuesday, July 7. Born in 
western Michigan, Quimby was the fi rst woman in 
America to win a pilot’s license (1911), and the fi rst 
woman to fl y the English Channel. She traveled as 
a feature writer for Leslie’s Illustrated Magazine, 
wrote screenplays for fi ve motion pictures (all di-
rected by D.W. Griffi th, including one that starred 
Mary Pickford), drove her own car and lived in a 
posh Manhattan hotel.

Forum programs will return to the library’s Po-
kagon Room as soon as the state permits larger in-
door gatherings and the library board reopens the 
room for public programs. Until then, plans are to 
continue using online platforms. Visit the library’s 
Facebook page for log-in information.

The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

June Hours

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Daily

219-241-0335

Like Us 

on

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
https://krasl.org/art/artist-opportunities/
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le
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ou
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n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

LaLu Announces In-Person Classes
La Lumiere School is set to welcome students 

back to campus in mid-August for the 2020-2021 
school year.

Head of School Adam Kronk announced the plan 
for in-person learning by email to the school com-
munity. He and his leadership team are devising a 
comprehensive strategy to mitigate as many risks 
as possible, including outdoor learning, tempera-
ture taking, virus/antibody testing, tracing, sanitiz-
ing, distancing and quarantining as necessary.

Advance preparations due to COVID-19 include 
examining the best available data on the virus, re-
ceiving guidance from health-care professionals and 
experts, and direct feedback from staff, students 
and families. 

In-person classes will run until Thanksgiving 
break; afterward, students will complete fi nal re-
views and assessments remotely. Details on the 
spring semester will be solidifi ed as the year pro-
gresses and updated information is available.

La Lumiere School is located at 6801 N. Wilhelm 
Road, LaPorte.

LBCC Women’s Golf Leagues               

9-Hole League
June 4, 2020

Event: Low Net

Flight A 
First Place: Carol Hennessey
Second Place: Donna Hennard, Eunie Nondorf
Low Putts: Paulette Harnach

Flight B
First Place: Jean Guerin
Second Place: Dottie Healy
Low Putts: Dottie Healy, Linda Wilson

Flight C
First Place: Sarah Blank
Second Place: Gloria McMahon
Low Putts: Gloria McMahon

18-Hole League
June 2, 2020

Event: Putting

“A” Flight
First Place:  Melanie Davis
Second Place: Sue Luegers
Third Place: Cindy Levy

“B” Flight
First Place: Claudia Brennan
Second Place: Donna Hennard
Third Place: Linda Berringer

“C” Flight
First Place: Kathy Chlystun, Nancy Trainor
Second Place: Carol Sullivan
Third Place: Diane Rubey

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
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Michigan City Municipal Band
The 2020 Michigan City Municipal Band summer 

concert series is canceled due to health concerns re-
lated to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The decision was based on health considerations 
for band members.

“We measured the performance space in the 
amphitheater. Following general physical distanc-
ing guidelines of at least 6 feet between people, we 
would only be able fi t about half the band on the 
stage,” conductor Jeff Doebler said in a press re-
lease. “Experts on aerosols are suggesting that 9 to 
15 feet between musicians would be safer.”

Doebler continued. 
“Throughout the pandemic, we have been re-

searching safe practices for musicians and audienc-
es,” he said. “It would not be diffi cult for our Wash-
ington Park audiences to stay safe, as long as they 
adhered to physical distancing. 

“Unfortunately, none of the papers, commentaries 
or videos released thus far about the aerosol distri-
bution from musical instruments is based on peer-
reviewed scientifi c study. Fortunately, more than 85 
professional music associations are collaborating to 
fund empirical research that will be undertaken at 
the University of Colorado-Boulder and the Univer-
sity of Maryland. Colorado State University is plan-
ning a similar inquiry.”

The fi rst concert of the 2021 season is scheduled 
for Thursday, June 10.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• LaPorte County Annex, 809 State St., LaPorte, 9 

a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, June 19.
• LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St., La-

Porte, noon-5 p.m. Monday, June 22.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling 

well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

219-214-0420

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
On Phase 2 or 
Phase 3 Detail!

Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over 
25 years experience

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER… 
SAVINGS UP TO 60%

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
Carpeting • Ceramic

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

Music in the Park Series
A tentative schedule has been announced for the 

Music in the Park series in Three Oaks, Mich.
Shows start at 6:30 p.m. EDT at Dewey Cannon 

Park. The lineup is:

• June 20: David Herrero.

• June 27: Bergamot (90 minutes).

• July 4: Andrew Fisher (90 minutes).

• July 11: Cielita Lindo (90 minutes).

• July 18: School of American Music.

• July 25: Modern Vultures.

• Aug. 1: Dehurricane duo.

• Aug. 8: Warren Dunes.

• Aug. 15: David Lahm and Steve and Mary E.

• Aug. 22: Henhouse Prowlers.

• Aug. 29: Stealing the Farm.

• Sept. 5: The Newports.

New Buffalo Farmers Market 
Starting Friday, June 19, patrons of the New Buf-

falo Farmers Market can pick up pre-paid goods at 
Merchant and Whittaker streets. 

Those interested in vendor applications should 
email abbykvoss@gmail.com. Visit www.newbuffalo.
org for more details.

Let Us Turn Your Dream
Kitchen into Reality!

The Kitchen & Bath Specialists
Providing Quality Craftsmanship for Over 30 Years.

Serving Michiana Communities. Free Estimates.

SchanderRemodeling.com Call 219-561-1188

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:abbykvoss@gmail.com
http://www.newbuffalo
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

Opening April 15: 2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

Quiche * Benedict * Biscuits & Gravy 
Corned Beef Hash * Avocado Toast 

Reuben * Turkey Avocado BLT
French Toast w/ Bourbon Bananas

Tuna Melt * Cucumber Wrap
…just to name a few!
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
 RON NAGLE MUSIC AT TRAIL CREEK STUDIOS

Great entertainment & lessons for most instruments & voice. 
Call (219) 872-1217.

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community 

theater and as church worship team keyboardist. 
Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.

Retired elementary school teacher available to tutor elementary 
math, reading and all other elementary subjects. Call (219) 898-7019. 
Need weeds pulled, flowers planted or spring cleanup? I’m your girl! 

Competitive rates, with references. Also available for house cleaning, 
party setup and serving and organizing your home. 

Call Melanie at (219) 229-5793.
AA Level Personal Assistant Available for Summer 

Furloughed entertainment industry assistant available for preparing 
homes for homecoming, assistance with data entry, events, high main-
tenance, detail-oriented tasks, projects, and people. Will travel and sign 

NDAs if needed. Call (646) 725-6245.
BUSINESS SERVICES

HOLIDAY ART GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S
 (2 Stores) 11th & Franklin streets, Michigan City – (219) 874-3455

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003.
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
30% off the category of your choice: art, books, jewelry.

Staff/customers are encouraged to use safe social-distance practices.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com   
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING — Homes - Condos - Offices.
 Day and afternoons available. Call Darla at (219) 878-3347.

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
23 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
SQUEAKY CLEAN: residential & commercial. Bonded/insured. Wkly, bi-

wkly, monthly. 22+ yrs exp. Free estimates. Joelle • (219) 561-3527.
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING  • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 13 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
 Dryer Vent Cleaning, Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Best Customer Service. Best Pricing. (219) 841-1340
HANDS AND KNEES HOUSE CLEANING

25-years experience. Reasonable rates. Call (219) 872-3139

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
THE DECK DOCTOR

Now’s the time to protect your deck. Power wash, stain/seal, exterior 
wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana since 

1993. Call (219) 299-9461.
KATHI’S CLEANING SERVICE 

 Specializing in vacation rentals & personal homes. After-
party & event cleanups. Construction cleans. 25+experience. 

Call (219) 871-9779
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 

references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.
TWO LADIES AND A VACUUM. Residential and specialty cleaning ser-

vices, vacation rentals. References available. 
Call at Mary at (219) 898-8650.

HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. 
Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, 

deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. 
Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 229-0034

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
A-PLUS, INC. 

Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 
We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 

Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 
No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.

Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803
LLOYD’S – DUNES SERVICES

Roofing • Painting • Tree Removal • Stump/brush removal
Gutter guards-cleaning • Power washing • Raking • All home repairs

Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.
Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387
THE EXTERIOR HANDYMAN

Leak and shingle repairs. Siding: fascia, soffits, custom metal wrap, win-
dows, doors. Seamless Gutters: gutter installation, downspouts, gutter 

screens, gutter adjustments. Also, small trees, misc. work. 
Call Lewis at (219) 214-7320. References. 24+ experience.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall  - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured.  Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING  & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. All labor per square foot 35 cents, for two coats 50 
cents. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding 

and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

BRUSH AND ROLL PAINTING & CARPENTRY
25-year resident. Licensed, bonded, insured. (219) 743-6319.

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

Michiana’s Rent A Painter • Robert VanDyck
Check our display ad in this week’s edition for great deals!

(219) 214-0420 • chicagorentapainter@yahoo.com
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at 
(219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in 

RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 
the beauty of their outdoor design. 

Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Spring cleanup. Mowing, trim, hedging, small tree removal, mulch, 
weeding. Haul away debris. Free estimates. Insured.

(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
D&K Lawn and Home

Husband-and-wife team to help you with your spring yard cleanups, 
gutter cleaning, trimming, mowing and mulch. Small piles of leaf pick-
up, too! (In case the town hasn’t got to you yet because of the virus.) 

Insured and licensed in each township. Competitive pricing. 
(219) 898-0489.

RB’s SERVICES
Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (spring/fall cleanup). Lot clearings, 

haul away debris, landscaping needs. Handyman work. Power washing – 
houses, drives, etc. In services since 1987. Roger at (219) 561-4008.
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Part-time caregiver needed in Michigan City to help care for three 

elderly men in our home. No experience necessary, but you must have 
a caring heart for the elderly. 15 hours/week at $10/hour starting July 1. 

Call Sue at (219) 874-4891.
FOR SALE

For Sale: 1953 Packard Caribbean convertible. 
Part. restored. Best offer. (847) 630-5235.

For Sale: 2005 Chevy Suburban series 1500, rear wheel drive, 116,000 
miles, $3,500. Good condition. Call Pat at (773)-573-2231 (cell).
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

Gorgeous Long Beach Estate Sale by Jackpot
Fri.-Sat., June 19-20, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. • 2904 Lothair Way, Long Beach

Indoor/outdoor furniture, antiques, art, jewelry, clothes, great kitchen items
For pictures go to www.estatesales.net

MOVING SALE: Bassett dining set, antique buffet, coffee table, desk, 
curtains, paintings. Call (219) 879-5573 for details.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Want to Buy: Used 50cc scooter. Good condition/brand. 

Text/call/leave message at (219) 775-1998.
HOME WATCH

HOME WATCH SERVICES: Home Watch of Southwest Michigan pro-
vides periodic house checks to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while 

you’re away. INSURED, ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit 
and free quote, contact us today!

info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • mihomewatch.com
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

Furnished 2BR/1BA rental September-May in Sheridan Beach. Newly 
rehabbed. $1,050. Call (574) 514-3224.

1BR Sheridan Beach Apartments. Off-street parking. No pets/smoking. 
Utilities included. References and sec. dept. required.

Call (219) 879-2195 for details.
Summer rental: 3 days to 2 weeks. 4BR/3BA.

250 feet to lake. Jmebeachouse@yahoo.com.
Single-occupancy, 1BR Michigan City upstairs apartment: utilities 

included, W/D; NO pets. Close to South Shore station. $625/mo.
Call (219) 678-0002.

BOAT SLIP RENTAL: Marine Park E No. 43, Michigan City
 Season: $3,000. 40” slip includes, electric, water, disposal, access to 

parking, showers, BQ area. Call Michele at (219) 861-2073.
RENTALS MICHIGAN

Wonderful house with fireplace, 5BR, 2BA, wood-burning fireplace, fire 
pit, sleeps 13, walk to beach. $1,650 weekly, $275 per night plus cleaning 

fee. Michiana Shores contact: liskor.teamvienna@gmail.com
Furnished studio apartment in downtown New Buffalo.

Walk to beach. Includes: kitchenette, Jacuzzi tub, electric, water, gas, 
trash. No pets/smokers. Sec. dep. required. $775/month. 

Call (312) 925-0753.

Classifi ed ads do the trick!
Call us at (219) 879-0088 

or email drew@thebeacher.com

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
mailto:chicagorentapainter@yahoo.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
http://www.estatesales.net
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
mailto:Jmebeachouse@yahoo.com
mailto:liskor.teamvienna@gmail.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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The Jane Austen Society by Natalie Jenner 
(hardcover, $26.99 retail in bookstores and online; 
also available as an eBook. 304 pages.) 

“And the society itself sounded like a band of mis-
fi ts with negligible expertise and no head for business: 
a country doctor, an old maid, a schoolmarm, a bach-
elor farmer, a fey auctioneer, a confl ict-averse solicitor, 
a scullery maid, and one Hollywood movie star.”

So what do these people have in common? A love 
of all things Jane Austen, of course. As the above 
passage suggests, what possible 
hope is there for this diverse group 
to start a society in memory of their 
favorite author? Especially with 
Great Britain reeling from the af-
termath of World War II. However, 
I’m getting ahead of myself…

Our story begins in 1932 when 
a young college student visits the 
small village of Chawton, county of 
Hampshire, England, to fi nd Aus-
ten’s house. She is Mary Anne and 
she meets Adam, a local farmer. He 
shows her the house once owned by 
Austen’s brother, James, where Jane 
lived for 10 years, and a conversa-
tion ensues in which the young lady 
persuades him to try reading Pride 
& Prejudice, followed, of course, by 
Emma — her favorite.

They talk, and Mary Anne tells 
of her yearning to become an actress. 
Adam tells of having to leave college during World 
War I after his brothers were killed in the war and 
his father taken by the Spanish Flu in 1918. They 
take leave of each other, never thinking they will  
see each other again. Adam decides to give Austen 
a try…                                              

The years pass, and soon it’s 1945. Dr. Benjamin 
Gray is the village’s most eligible widower, losing 
his wife four years earlier to a bizarre fall. His No. 
1 patient is Adeline Grover, eight months pregnant 
and a war widow. Unfortunately, the baby dies and 
Adeline is bereft. Mistakenly, Dr. Gray blames him-
self for the baby’s death.

Meanwhile, Dr. Gray has remained friends with 
Andrew Forrester, childhood friend and now the lo-
cal lawyer and solicitor for James Knight. For more 
than a century, the Knight family has owned the 
house and land where Jane Austen once lived. An-
drew is the father of Frances, the “old maid” men-
tioned above. She has been under his thumb all her 
life, yet he blames her for not marrying and produc-
ing an heir for the estate.

Evie Stone, the scullery maid, has been secretly 

cataloging the more than 2,000 books in the Knight 
family library. Many books are priceless, but the big 
fi nd is a letter written by Jane Austen to her sister, 
Cassandra.

Mary Anne, meanwhile, now called Mimi, has 
become a huge box offi ce success in Hollywood and 
wants to buy a cottage in Chawton.

How this diverse group gets together makes a 
fi ne story in itself. But the real main character here 
is Jane Austen herself. Seldom in literature does 
a writer produce works that have had such a pro-

found effect on its readers as she has. 
You’ll be surprised which member 

of the group comes up with the idea 
for a society, but suffi ce it to say, there 
is a rough beginning, some unexpect-
ed turns of fate that almost make the 
whole project fail, and a surprising, 
but mostly satisfying ending.

Austen’s characters not only make 
an impression on these readers, but 
they also can recite whole passages 
from their favorite book. Reading 
these books takes them away from 
their own troubles and sometimes 
helps them to cope with life — “What 
would Elizabeth Bennett do?” “How 
would Emma handle the situation?”

There is nothing trite about the 
story. Uplifting, it shows the power of 
the written word. We need books as 
much as they need us to read them. 

They can bring people together to solve 
a problem or make a decision — as in the case of 
defying the odds to preserve Austen’s work through 
the Society. Yes, there is a connection these eight 
people have, fi nding out they are not so different 
from each other as they fi rst thought, and through 
working together for a common cause, they forge a 
special bond.

This is a work of fi ction — not historical fi ction, 
but, according to her notes at the end of the book, 
Jenner tells us a Jane Austen Society was, indeed, 
founded in 1940 by Dorothy Darnell of Alton and 
continues to this day. The cottage Jane Austen lived 
in on her brother’s property was purchased and giv-
en to the nation of Great Britain in 1948 by a man 
whose son died in World War II. 

That’s the information Jenner took from history 
to craft her own story. It is fi ne fi ction and shows 
clearly the impact books can have on us. As one 
character put it, “…she was speaking about the 
characters as if they were real people. They had al-
ways seemed so alive to him — it had never occurred 
to him that anyone else might feel that way, too.”

Till next time, happy reading!
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47 HARBOR ISLE DR, 47

New Buffalo, MI
3 bed / 3 bath • $545,000

Bright and cheerful condo with 

50’ boat slip. 2-car garage and 

association pool. 

49210 PERKINS BLVD 0 REDWING TRAIL

Grand Beach, MI
4 bed / 2 bath • $499,000

Michigan City, IN
Vacant Lot • $84,500

This home abuts the Grand Beach 

Municipal Golf Course on a large 

lot with room for a private pool.

Redwing lot 120 x 105. Quiet 

street with lovely homes. Build 

your dream house in Michiana!

18554 FOREST BEACH DR

New Buffalo, MI
5 bed / 3.1 bath • $597,500

Bright and airy home with 

hardwood floors, great room, rec 

room and main-floor master suite.

IS THE UNITY
IN OUR COMMUNITY

*Licensed in Indiana & Michigan  |  At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.
2411 St. Lawrence Avenue ·  Long Beach, Indiana ·  219.874.7070

PAT TYM
ABR, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.210.0324
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Follow us!
1401 Lake Shore Drive | 219-874-5209. 3100 Lake Shore Drive | 219-872-1432

Call, e-mail or DM us with your answer for a chance to win an exclusive Long Beach poster!
The answer will be revealed in the next issue.

100 years - we speak from experience.

3818 N 950 W, 46360
5.5 acres | Near I-94

$150,000
Zach Baker| 219-878-3325
https://bit.ly/3dwfvue

Week 3: What did John Lloyd Wright design in 1931?
Week 2 Answer: Stop 20

Thank You, Essential Workers!
Buy with MTM and get a FREE home warranty. Sell with MTM and get a special DISCOUNT.

*Limited time offer. Restrictions apply. Call today for details!*

117 Northbrook Dr, 46360
3 beds, 2 baths | 3,264 sq ft

$319,000
Sandy Rubenstein | 219-879-7525

https://bit.ly/3eUZf6W

Lisa Moore
Jenn Bauer
Trisha Brum
Zach Coulter
Darlene Jesh

Chip Jones
Nancy Morgan
June Livinghouse
Sandy Rubenstein
Douglas Waters

Sheila Saunders
Zach Baker
Jebbie Smith
Greg Komp
Todd Saboff

www.makethemovegroup.com
@MTMRealty

���� ����	 
����

Jari Troth
Dave Troth

Claudia Underwood
Scott Meland
Amanda Poland
Eric Schwartz

401 Willow Bend Dr
3996 sq ft | 4 bed, 3 bath

$399,455
Greg Komp| 219-728-6464
https://bit.ly/2UtBN8g

2014 Melrose Dr, 46360
4 bed, 1.5 bath | 2948 sq ft

$319,000
Douglas Waters| 219-874-5209

https://bit.ly/30DeWLF

5907 Warnke Rd, 46360
4 beds, 1.75 baths | 3,340 sq ft

$475,000
Sandy Rubenstein | 219-879-7525

https://bit.ly/2Urf3Wu

Build on your lot!
3 bed, 2 bath | 1911 sq ft
Starting at $300,000

Zach Coulter| 219-575-0643
https://bit.ly/3f9yOK2

https://bit.ly/3eUZf6W
https://bit.ly/3f9yOK2
https://bit.ly/3dwfvue
http://www.makethemovegroup.com
https://bit.ly/2UtBN8g
https://bit.ly/30DeWLF
https://bit.ly/2Urf3Wu

