
Volume 37, Number 15 Thursday, April 22, 2021

THE

Weekly Newspaper 911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN 46360

TM

“Civic” Duty
by Kim Nowatzke

One beautifi cation project by Long Beach Civic Association included this area at Oriole Trail and Moore Road.

s with so many aspects of 2020, COVID-19 

presented an unprecedented quandary 

for Long Beach Civic Association. Rising 

to the challenge, its subsequent efforts 

confi rmed the Long Beach community’s 

commitment to each other and those 

impacted by the pandemic. 

The non-profi t volunteer group, more commonly 

known as “Civic,” began in 1970 by Long Beach resi-

dents Stan Kowalski and his late wife, Sandy. After 

the town lost previous funding for its annual Fourth 

A
of July fi reworks display, Civic stepped in to con-

tinue this long-standing tradition. 

Civic President John Mengel estimates about 

5,000 people each year attend the annual fi reworks 

display held on the grounds of Long Beach Country 

Club at sunset on the Fourth of July. He noted the 

quality of the display for a town Long Beach’s size. 

Over the years, the group’s involvement grew 

into supporting other aspects of the town’s Indepen-

dence Day celebration, including a Fourth of July 

Continued on Page 2
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just too great. However, the Association is still here 
and looking to benefi t the community.” 

Supporting the community has been Civic’s goal 

since its start, and it continues to be. As the letter 

noted, “All proceeds are given back to the commu-
nity.”

Mengel added, “We spend all the money we get – 

one way or another to benefi t the town.” 

Seventeen volunteers comprise Civic and attend 

nine meetings a year. 

“The require-

ment is to under-

stand the commit-

ment of donating 

your Fourth of July 

to the organiza-

tion,” Mengel said. 

Over the 51 years 

Civic has existed, 

volunteers racked 

up a long list of ac-

complishments in 

addition to Fourth 

of July activities.

“The Long Beach 

Civic Association 

exists for the July 

Fourth celebra-

tion,” Mengel said, 

“but along the way 

tries to be of a bit 

more value and of-

ten takes up small 

town projects for 

aesthetic or func-

tional value.” 

In a detailed list 

dating back two 

decades through 

2019, these include 

outdoor enhance-

ments such as new playground equipment at the 

town center in 2005/2006, then at Duneland Beach 

in 2009, as well as underwriting the Duneland 

Beach Park walkway in 2019. 

Civic has donated funds to Long Beach Summer 

Camp, Long Beach Historical Society, the Dunes 

Restoration Project at Duneland Beach and “Movie 

in the Park.” 

parade, a Brat Fest that has served as a fundraiser 

for the fi reworks and other community projects de-

signed for the town’s beautifi cation and betterment.

Mengel said Civic volunteers serve up 2,500 brat-

wursts and hot dogs at the cookout, which also in-

cludes ice cream, popcorn and soft drinks/water, a 

beer tent and live entertainment. Special holiday 

T-shirts are sold to raise additional money for the 

festivities. 

He described the 

popular Indepen-

dence Day events 

as “a rare slice of 

Americana in to-

day’s day and age. 

“We were just 

getting around to 

the planning stage 

in 2020 when CO-

VID hit and no 

one knew what to 

expect,” Mengel 

continued. “We did 

understand the 

potential for can-

celling, and that 

heightened the di-

lemma.”

Civic volunteers 

knew they needed 

to solicit the money, 

he said, because 

without it, the de-

cision to cancel es-

sentially would’ve 

already been made. 

So, they continued 

with solicitation ef-

forts by mail. 

“We used to go door-to-door, dividing the town 

into sections,” Mengel recalled. “It was fun – you 

were able to visit with others.”

Over time, however, Civic found it necessary to 

change fund-raising efforts to direct mail. The 2020 

solicitation letter explained, “Sadly, this year we 
will forgo the annual July 4th celebration. Members 
of the Long Beach Civic Association feel the risks are 

“Civic” Duty Continued from Page 1

Scout BSA Troop 802 marches in the Long Beach Fourth of July parade. Pictured are 
(from left, front) Landon Lawrence and Ricky Williamson. Roberto Smiertelny is in the 

middle. The back is Maggie Burton and Troop Leader Kim Gondeck.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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One of its most signifi cant undertakings included 

restoring historical pillars along Lake Shore Drive 

in 2012. The group then purchased red and green 

light bulbs for holiday lighting on them for eight 

years afterward. Civic also refurbished “Stop” signs 

along Lake Shore Drive in 2010. 

Civic has supported the Long Beach Fire Depart-

ment by purchasing two-way radios, fi re hydrant 

equipment and other fi re-fi ghting equipment, fi re 

hydrant markers and beach “Ice Warning” signs.  

The group has supplied First Responders’ radios 

and Automated External Defi brillators. 

For the Long Beach Police Department, Civic has 

been instrumental in purchasing two ATVs to patrol 

beaches and a Long Beach monument in 2018 to 

honor offi cers Ephraim Reid, Earle Platt and James 

Kautz — Long Beach police offi cers killed in the line 

of duty. 

In 2012, the Civic erected this monument to honor offi cers Ephraim Reid, 
Earle Platt and James Kautz, who were killed in the line of duty.

In addition to all of these, Civic made 34 years 

of monetary contributions to the Long Beach police 

and volunteer fi re departments. 

Once fundraising efforts were complete in 2020, 

Civic members decided the most prudent use of 

funds was to aid local organizations “to be expressly 

used in COVID-associated relief,” Mengel said. 

These are a few of the historical pillars along Lake Shore Drive that the 
Long Beach Civic Association restored in 2012 as one of its projects.

Continued on Page 4

$65,000

NEW LISTING

19589 OAK DRIVE 
NEW BUFFALO, MICHIGAN 

60x100 Building Site
Michigan Shores Country Club

Private Association w/beach access
City water & septic

1026 N. Karwick Road
(219) 871-0001

4121 Franklin St.
(219) 874-2121

T
MICHELE CIHAK

219-861-2073 • michelecihak@yahoo.com
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Checks for $5,000 each were sent to The Salva-

tion Army of Michigan City, Unity Foundation of 

LaPorte County and United Way of LaPorte County. 

“United Way of LaPorte County has been on the 

front lines of community support throughout the 

pandemic,” Kris Pate, United Way of LaPorte Coun-

ty executive director, said. “It’s been the kindness 

and generosity of local groups and individuals that 

have made this possible. The members of the Long 

Beach Civic Association have set a beautiful exam-

ple of what it means to Live United.”

“Civic” Duty Continued from Page 3

The Salvation Army of Michigan City received $5,000 from the Long Beach 
Civic Association for COVID-associated relief last year. Pictured are (from 
left) Maj. Dale Simmons, Civic President John Mengel, Civic Member 
Debbie Mengel, Civic Member Cherie LeFevre, Maj. Becky Simmons, 

Civic Member Sharon Applegate and Civic Treasurer Paul Applegate.

The Salvation Army of Michigan City, since the 

onset of COVID-19, has continued to help provide 

basic family needs, including food, hygiene prod-

ucts, diapers and utility assistance, Maj. Becky 

Simmons said.

“As the pandemic continued, and we saw in-

creased unemployment and need, we had faith that 

the community would support our response efforts 

— and they truly did,” she said. “This donation from 

the Long Beach Civic Association helped us contin-

ue meeting needs during this challenging time. We 

are so grateful for the generosity and selfl essness of 

this donation, and for all of the support we receive.”

Mengel said Long Beach residents donate each 

year with the expectation of a parade, a brat cook-

out and fi reworks. In 2020, knowing that wasn’t 

possible, they still gave commendably with faith in 

how the Civic would use the funds. 

“People gave to help others...rather than a party 

– which is truly commendable to the Long Beach 

citizens,” Mengel said. 

Support to Unity Foundation of LaPorte County 

helped it assist frontline organizations during the 

pandemic, Unity President Maggi Spartz said.

“Unity has a pulse on what’s needed,” she said, 

“and we didn’t have a grant budget for a pandemic, 

so gifts like these really matter.”

Civic’s donation went to the LaPorte County Di-

saster Relief and Recovery Fund through Unity. 

The Unity Foundation of LaPorte County was one of three area non-prof-
its that received $5,000 donations from the Long Beach Civic Association 
for COVID-associated relief. Pictured are (from left) Civic President John 
Mengel, Civic Member Debbie Mengel, Unity Development Offi cer Jamie 
Miller, Civic Treasurer Paul Applegate, Civic Member Sharon Applegate 

and Civic Member Cherie LeFevre.

Since March 2020, it has made grants for food and 

local shelters to buy foggers and sanitation tools to 

prevent virus spread among the most vulnerable. 

Donations to this fund were granted to Franciscan 

Health, HealthLinc and LaPorte County Health De-

partment for COVID testing and vaccination needs 

to speed things up. The fund helped Dunebrook with 

technology to support Home Visitors who work with 

families directly to prevent neglect and abuse. Unity 

also has pledged $25,000 towards rental and util-

ity assistance for the new Homelessness Prevention 

Program, which matches township trustee taxpayer 

dollars and keeps families from becoming homeless.  

Moving forward to this year’s Fourth of July cel-

ebration, Civic members at press time anticipate 

the return of the festivities with cautious optimism 

and COVID-safety precautions recommended, such 

as masks and social distancing. 

Long Beach also has something special to cel-

ebrate this year – its 100th anniversary. To com-

memorate this special occasion, the Civic has com-

missioned local artist Mitch Markovitz to create 

a special South Shore-style painting revealed at 

the Fourth of July celebrations. Plans are to pro-

vide poster prints for purchase, with proceeds sup-

porting the Civic and its projects, including future 

Fourth of July events in Long Beach.

(Our coverage of Long Beach’s centennial anniver-
sary will continue over the next few months.)

Tom Stokes, former Civic member and Fourth of July celebration volunteer, 
and Civic President John Mengel enjoy helping at the annual Brat Fest.
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Congratulations Jordan Gallas on 
achieving the Road to Rolex award!
What a year and what an honor! Thank you to all my past and current clients. 

There are many options out there, I greatly thank you for putting your trust in me. 

Real estate is such a relationship driven business and I truly appreciate you all.

Thank you to the staff and support systems at @properties. Your tools, systems, 

and guidance provide a true competitive advantage. To the title companies, 

escrow officers, photographers, inspectors, and service providers I work with,  

I literally couldn’t do it without you.

Thank you, Mom (Micky Gallas)! The best way to be successful is to learn from 

successful people. Thank you for teaching me this business, the right way. I learn 

something new from you each and every day. I am blessed to learn from the best.

Lastly, thank you to my wife, Bridgette, and daughter, Griffin. This is a long hour, 

impromptu schedule, 24/7/365 career. Your constant support, understanding, 

and encouragement means more than you’ll ever know. I wouldn’t want to do this 

without you!

Success, Health, and Happiness!

Cheers!

-Jordo



April 22, 2021Page 6
THE

Michigan City Chamber Music Festival will pres-

ent “Music by All Americans!,” three free virtual 

concerts, on Friday through Sunday, April 23-25.

To view the programs, tune in at concert time to 

Facebook (MC Chamber Fest) or YouTube (Michi-

gan City Chamber Music Festival Orbovich). The 

programs will highlight presentations by black and 

women composers.

Concert pianist Robert Auler will present “Pro-

gressive Pops Piano” at 7 p.m. April 23. The pro-

gram will showcase use of the keyboard in cross-

over techniques such as Jellyroll Morton, ragtime, 

jazz and modern compositions. Auler’s playing has 

been described as “beautiful” (Fanfare), “superb” 

(Ann Arbor News) and “a knockout” (Syracuse Post-
Standard).

Violist Rudolf Haken will present “Viper Viola 

Voltage!” at 7 p.m. April 24. The program will fea-

ture a musical passion of Haken’s: electric-bowed 

stringed instruments. Included are pop, rock, jazz 

and other modern stylings. Also planned is a tribute 

to Stuff Smith. Haken is known for melding dispa-

rate musical styles and genres and extended-range 

violas. He is on the music faculty of the University 

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign as professor of vio-

la, as well as the founder and director of the Univer-

sity of Illinois hip-hop collective and electric strings 

program.

Finally, Zofi a Glashauser and Nic Orbovich will 

present “American Violin” at 3 p.m. April 25. The 

recital will showcase arrangements of “The Nation-

al Anthem,” American violin works, slave-era songs, 

works by American women and “Stars & Stripes 

Forever!”

Glashauser has been the concertmaster of South 

Bend Symphony Orchestra and Lira Orchestra of 

Chicago. With these orchestras, she has soloed on 

violin concertos by Tchaikovsky, Vieuxtemps, Mo-

zart, Wieniawski and Kreisler. Orbovich, in 1987, 

received the Bronze Medal at Her Royal Majesty’s 

International Festival Competition in Aberdeen, 

Scotland. In 2001, he was featured as a soloist on 

the Grammy nominated “The Hot Springs Music 

Festival: Louis Moreau Gottschalk” (Naxos). That 

same year, he was a prominent fi gure in the Emmy 

winning documentary, “The Sound of Dreams.”

Visit www.mccmf.org, call (219) 561-1939 or visit 

“MC Chamber Fest” on Facebook or “Michigan City 

Chamber Music Festival Orbovich” on YouTube for 

more information.

Festival Musicians to Present “Music by All Americans!” Concert

About the Photos
Pictured are Rudolf Haken (top), Robert Auler 

(center), Zofi a Glashauser (bottom left) and Nic 

Orbovich (bottom right).

http://www.mccmf.org


April 22, 2021 Page 7
THE

DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising in the Dining Guide?

Call us today at 
(219) 879-0088

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More
Valid through 5/31/21

R  E  S  T  A  U  R  A  N  T

77.99$$DDIINNEE IINN oorr CCAARRRRYYOOUUTT

www.FiddleheadMC.com

DINE IN or CARRYOUT

422 Franklin St, Michigan City, IN | 219.210-3253

7.99$UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP! • NON-SMOKING ENVIRONMENT
NOW SERVING LIQUOR & CRAFT COCKTAILS

124 W. 4th St. • (219) 879-9956 • www.ritzklub.com 

SAME TRADITIONAL 
BURGERS & REUBENS

NEW MODERN PUB FARE ITEMS
NOW FAMILY FRIENDLY UNTIL 

8:30PM 

SIXTEEN DRAFT BEERS
EXTENSIVE CRAFT, 
GERMAN IMPORT & 

DOMESTIC BEER SELECTION
DRAFT, BOTTLES & CANS  

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

THURSDAY
COMFORT FOOD

ALL DAY

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

 Wed.-Thurs. open 4pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am.  Follow us on Facebook for specials & live music events.

WATCHWATCH
forfor

WINTER SPECIALSWINTER SPECIALS

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

http://www.FiddleheadMC.com
http://www.ritzklub.com
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22552266 GGLLEENNDDAALLEE WWAAYY •• LLOONNGG BBEEAACCHH,, IINN
Situated atop a dune at Stop 26 this beautiful 5 bedroom, 4 bath two story home is only steps from the beach and the park at 
Long Beach Community Center. This one owner home is move in ready with an open concept floor design. The master 
bedroom with walk-in closet and master bath completes the main floor. The kitchen flows seamlessly to a wall of windows that 
lets in sunlight and showcasing a view of Lake Michigan. A large screened in porch is perfect for summer evenings with friends 
and family. Completely rebuilt from the studs and redesigned by noted beach area architect Gerome (Jerry) Hyndman in 1994. 
Hurry as this one won't last long!

©2021 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the 
Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty.

55 BBeeddrroooommss // 44 BBaatthhrroooommss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$778899,,000000 

HOWARD WESTBROOK
219.617.8839
howard.westbrook@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

mailto:howard.westbrook@cbexchange.com
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Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
219-778-2568 • www.smallsgardencenter.com

Find Us On Facebook

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Free Complete Landscape Estimates • Residential Plant Design

Patios, Retaining Walls, Water Falls, Excavating, Driveway, Site Preparations, 
Pond & Small Lakes 1/2-7 Acres

WE DELIVER
Decorative Stone, Washstone, Limestone, Slag, Mulch, Topsoil, Flagstone 

Outcropping, Pavers & Boulders. Sale on Topsoil & Mulch -  
Call for Prices

Free Estimates

Landscaping
by

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
& Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!
30% OFF

LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 
EVERGREENS & MORE!

30% OFF
IN STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING,  
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

THREE OAKS, MI

GOODSANDHEROES.COM

OPEN EVERY DAYTHREE OAKS, MI OPEN EVERY DAY

Shoes for all!
COMFORTABLE. UNIQUE. EXPERTLY CRAFTED.

POSHPOSH
Consignment Boutique Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Lose the sweatpants  Lose the sweatpants 
and leave the house!and leave the house!

Come POSHing.  Come POSHing. 
Be Masking.Be Masking.
Premium Consigners Premium Consigners

Taking Summer Appointments Taking Summer Appointments
Thank you for Supporting Small BusinessThank you for Supporting Small Business

Legacy Center Gallery

Organic art and watercolors by local artist Kadie 

O’Connor mark the next installation at The Legacy 

Center Gallery.

O’Connor’s experience in the arts began while 

living in Naperville, Ill., where she created custom 

pen-and-ink drawings of local landmarks. After 

moving to Northwest Indiana, she attended a plein 

air painting event sponsored by Michigan City Art 

League, adding this form to her portfolio.

Her Legacy Center exhibit, “Organic Art,” in-

volves rocks, beach glass, driftwood and other items 

picked up along the beach. It runs through June 30.

Located on the Queen of All Saints Catholic 

Church campus, 1719 E. Barker Ave., the center 

is multi-use gathering space for community and 

parish functions. Public viewing hours are 6 a.m. 

to 8 p.m. Visitors should enter through the Esther 

Street doors. 

Email jessicar@qas.org for more details.

Kadie O’Connor’s “Hummingbird in Flight.”

http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
mailto:jessicar@qas.org
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Try country club life. 
Try our Mulligan Membership!
Looking for an oasis for you and your family? 
Pottawattomie is where you belong. A beautiful and 
challenging golf course, a family-friendly pool and play 
area, and our new pickleball court are great escapes 
and opportunities to make long-lasting friendships.

1900 Springland Avenue, Michigan City, IN 46360   
(219) 872-8624  |  info@pottcc.com  |  pottawattomie.com/mulligan 

Low initiation fee
Full golf/driving range access
No tee times required
Access to golf events and tournaments
Swimming pool and pickleball
Full Clubhouse dining privileges
Numerous social events

Our reduced-rate Mulligan 
Membership gives you:

See more details on our website. Contact us today to schedule your tour!

(With applicable fees)

*Please note: enjoyment of these amenities is subject to membership approval.

mailto:info@pottcc.com
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The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

April Hours
Tuesday-Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

May and June Hours
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Daily

July-October Hours
Thursday-Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

219-241-0335

Like Us 
on

                    

                                              at the Schoolhouse Shop
278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304

 (219) 926-5001 Closed Tuesdays

Dune
  Clothiers

For Women & Men

NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

Purdue Women’s Conference
Purdue Women’s Network will host “Design Your 

Journey,” the 2021 Purdue Women’s 

Conference, as a virtual event Mon-

day through Thursday, May 3-6.

The conference will highlight 

personal and professional journeys, 

shared from the main stage and 

through numerous breakout ses-

sions and facilitated conversations. 

Former Purdue women’s basketball 

coach Carolyn Peck is the closing 

speaker.

Attendance is $50, with half the 

fee going to the Purdue Women’s Network scholar-

ship fund. Visit tinyurl.com/njhn94kf to register.

Peck

Museum “Artifactoids” Program
The Region of Three Oaks Museum has created 

a new program called “Artifactoids” in which com-

munity members tell stories behind unique items of 

local interest.

The fi rst edition, planned virtually, is at 7 p.m. 

EDT Wednesday, April 21. Judy Jackson will tell 

how her father discovered what he later determined 

was a mammoth tooth in Harbert, Mich., in the 

1970s. Suzanne Levy will describe how a yellowed 

newspaper clipping led her down a trail left by a 

missing Three Oaks village treasurer in the 1920s. 

Randy Miller will set the scene created around a 

powder case carried by a Civil War soldier from 

Three Oaks. Dave Mannia will discuss the history 

of dental tools and equipment in the museum’s new 

exhibit. Nick Bogert will introduce another new ex-

hibit with gear from the Tempest Co., Three Oaks’ 

fi rst fi re department.

Each item, with illustrations, will be covered for 

about fi ve to 10 minutes with accompanying Pow-

erPoint illustrations. Email trotommuseum@gmail.

com for the link.

The museum, 5 Featherbone Ave. (next to The 

Acorn), is scheduled to reopen Saturday, May 1, as-

suming public health rules allow. Museum hours 

are noon to 5 p.m. EDT Friday through Sunday.
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Now hiring!

Available Positions:

40 hours a week $12/hour

Begins as soon as poss ib le and runs through the end of October .

Knowledge of lawn too ls and gardening maintenance equipment

Vary ing hours on evenings and weekends, $10/hour

Able to l i f t over 60 lbs .

Ful l -T ime Seasonal Grounds Staff Member

Part-Time Seasonal Event Laborer

Contact us today!
Fr iendsh ip Botan ic Gardens

2055 East U.S . Highway 12 Mich igan City, IN 46360

www.fr iendsh ipbotan icgardens .org

admin@fr iendsh ipgardens .org

(219)-878-9885

THREE OAKS, MI

GOODSANDHEROES.COM  

OPEN EVERY DAYTHREE OAKS, MI OPEN EVERY DAY

Sue Rosengard
JOIN US! MAY 1 + 2 TRUNKSHOW WITH DESIGNER

  

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 30 years in business

Shingle and Flat Roof Specialist

http://www.friendshipbotanicgardens.org
mailto:admin@friendshipgardens.org
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Let Us Turn Your Dream
Kitchen into Reality!

The Kitchen & Bath Specialists
Providing Quality Craftsmanship for Over 30 Years.

Serving Michiana Communities. Free Estimates.

SchanderRemodeling.com Call 219-561-1188

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience The Beacher

Your Community Connection

Chesterton Art Center

Lincoln Rhoda poses by some of his work in “Through the Screen.”

• “Through the Screen: The Works of the 

Children’s Art Education Program” runs 

through April 30.

The exhibit pays homage to the students’ work 

beginning last September through the present. 

With lessons taught exclusively on Zoom, the ex-

hibit title emerged as “Through the Screen.” The 

focus was modern art movements, starting in Sep-

tember with Impressionism and moving through 

the western-art history timeline each month to Pop 

Art. Students from preschool through high school 

logged on each day from home for live instruction 

with Jennifer Aitchison. Parents picked up their red 

bag of art supplies at the beginning of each month. 

Some students attended for a couple months; many 

stayed through most of the year.

Each week, children discussed artwork, trends, 

news and personal accomplishments. Emphasis in-

cluded paint strokes of the masters, photos of the 

places great artists come from, virtual online galler-

ies and drawing. 

❑

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center 
at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for 
more details.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
http://www.chestertonart.org
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Kevin Murphy Products
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“Thunder Force” is the type of comedy you’d like 

to love because of who is in it. Melissa McCarthy 

and Octavia Spencer as childhood friends-turned 

super heroes. Bobby Canavale, Jason Bateman and 

“Guardians of the Galaxy” fan favorite Pam Kle-

mentieff as the villains. Toss in Oscar-winner Me-

lissa Leo for good measure. Six talented people who 

know how to wring a laugh or two out of a script.

And with “Thunder Force,” they do. A few smiles 

here. Some chuckles there. But the movie, which 

just debuted on Netfl ix, is a missed opportunity, 

another squandering of McCarthy’s talents by her 

writer-director husband, Ben Falcone. As a comedy, 

it doesn’t know what to do with half the cast, espe-

cially Spencer. As a super hero fl ick, it adds nothing 

to an already crowded arena of entertainment.

The premise is tempting. Lydia and Emily become 

friends in school, despite being polar opposites. Lyd-

ia is crass, not the sharpest tool in the shed. Em-

ily is a booksmart introvert. Somehow, they click 

in a series of charming scenes. But by high school’s 

close, an argument about their future leaves the 

friendship in limbo.

Now adults, Lydia (McCarthy) does manual la-

bor, Emily (Spencer) is a scientist trying to create 

super heroes to battle mutated bad guys called mis-

creants. When Lydia stops by Emily’s lab, she’s ac-

cidentally injected with serum that will transform 

her into a super hero. Emily reluctantly agrees to 

follow the same path, the two taking on the bad 

guys themselves.

What I love about McCarthy is, she isn’t afraid to 

make herself look silly. In terms of physical comedy, 

she is this generation’s answer to Abbott & Costello. 

The way in “Thunder Force,” for instance, that she 

tries to slip into a sporty vehicle that’s too tight for 

her. And Bateman (McCarthy’s “Identity Theft” co-

star), a deadpan genius, can goose a scene for laughs 

with snark, and he does so here when his character, 

who is half-human/half lobster, is buttered up by 

Lydia for information. Literally.

Teaming McCarthy with Spencer, as a concept, is 

a stroke of genius. When the Oscar winner dishes 

out sass, there is no one better. But Falcone’s screen-

play does not know what to do with her. It strips her 

of funny dialogue, nor a super power ripe for laughs. 

In fact, it does something I thought impossible. It 

turns the perennial scene-stealer into a stiff bore.

She’s not the only one. Leo’s appearance as Spen-

cer’s right-hand gal is dead weight, the actress 

slumming in what may be a paycheck-cashing per-

formance. Canavale was a delight – McCarthy’s 

sweet-hearted equal – in his last picture with her 

(HBO Max’s “Superintelligence”), but here, he’s nei-

ther campy enough as the main bad guy, nor inter-

McCarthy’s Director Husband Yields Another Stinker
by Andrew Tallackson

Octavia Spencer (left) and Melissa McCarthy play childhood friends turned adult super heroes in “Thunder Force.”

★ ★
“Thunder Force”

Running time: 106 minutes. Netflix. Rated PG-13 for some 

action/violence, language and mild suggestive material 
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esting enough to give a care.

And by setting “Thunder 

Force” in Chicago, the fi lm 

makes practically no use of its 

iconic locations. Think about it. 

A Cubs game. Navy Pier. Deep-

dish pizza joints. These sights 

could have added local fl avor to 

the laughs, fueled spectacular, 

and spectacularly funny, se-

quences. Instead, the streets of 

Chicago could be interchange-

able with any location here.

Again, a missed opportunity.

The only one who seems 

genuinely happy to be there is 

young Taylor Mosby as Spen-

cer’s daughter. She is fi lled with 

so much good cheer, she con-

tains a lifeforce all to herself.

I didn’t loathe “Thunder 

Force.” It’s good for a laugh or 

two. But consider that the fi lm marks the fi fth col-

laboration between McCarthy and Falcone. He also 

had a hand in “Tammy,” “The Boss” and “Life of the 

Party.” These are not her best efforts. Maybe, just 

maybe, it’s time for McCarthy to have a heart to 

heart with her husband. Sit him down, tell him she 

loves him, but suggest it’s time for more polished 

Jason Bateman is good for a few laughs as one of the fi lm’s villains.

pros to guide her career.

“Thunder Force,” sorry to say, ain’t gonna cut it.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Classifi ed ads work! Call (219) 879-0088

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
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When one friend tells me about a movie on Net-

fl ix, it gets clicked into my queue, with the best of 

intentions to watch it. When fi ve friends say how 

much they enjoyed it, well, it’s best to get on it. 

Pronto.

“The Professor and the Madman” has a rather no-

torious history. Based on Simon Winchester’s 1998 

book and drawn from fact, it was completed in 2016, 

then succumbed to a nasty legal battle forged by its 

star, Mel Gibson, and director, Farhad Safi nia, the 

two disgusted by how the studio, Voltage Pictures, 

handled it. The end result? Scant theatrical release 

in 2019. The fi nal nail in the coffi n? Scathing criti-

cal notices.

Its Netfl ix debut, however, seems to have given 

it a new life: It found an audience. The biographi-

cal period-piece drama is far from perfect, with a 

performance by Sean Penn that’s all over the map. 

But it’s also handsomely shot, persuasively acted by 

Gibson and a prime example of investing a dry sub-

ject with humanity.

We tend to forget how good an actor Gibson can  

be because of all his contentious personal scandals. 

But he’s in fi ne form here as Professor James Mur-

ray. In 1879, he became director of the project to 

create what became known as the Oxford English 

Dictionary. How do you go about fi lling a book with 

every possible word known to man? Murray issues 

an appeal to English-speaking folk everywhere ask-

ing for contributions. Those getting the word out? 

News agents, librarians and booksellers.

As cinema, creating a dictionary is not exactly an 

edge-of-your-seat nail biter. But here’s where it gets 

interesting. The most signifi cant contributor to the 

project’s earliest phases is housed in the local men-

tal hospital. He’s American Civil War veteran-sur-

geon William Chester Minor (Penn), who is found 

not guilty by reasons of insanity after killing an in-

nocent man he believed was pursuing him. Minor 

would go on to submit more than 10,000 entries to 

the Oxford project.

Playing someone psychologically unhinged is a 

precarious trap for an actor. Push it too far, and 

the performance teeters into an abyss of camp and 

garish overacting. Early in the fi lm, Penn seems to 

method act his way into campy excess. With a curi-

ous accent — he’s supposed to be American, remem-

ber? — bulging eyes and frantic hand gestures, it’s 

like watching a Fagin impression. We get caught 

up in the theatricality of it, where we are aware of 

Here’s One You Might Have Missed: “The Professor and the Madman”
by Andrew Tallackson

Professor James Murray (Mel Gibson, left) offers William Chester Minor (Sean Penn) a peek at their hard work in “The Professor and the Madman.”

★ ★ ★
“The Professor and the Madman”

Running time: 124 minutes. Netflix. Not Rated. 
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watching a performance, not an actor disappearing 

into character.

Thankfully, director Safi nia (credited under the 

pseudonym P. B. Shemran), who cowrote the script 

with Todd Komarnicki, does not sentimentalize Mi-

nor. And he prevents the tone of the picture from 

collapsing too far into the stuffy mothballs of peri-

od-piece Oscar bait.

In fact, the more “The Professor and the Mad-

man” progresses, the more it emerges as a plea for 

tolerance in an intolerant time toward the mentally 

ill. Of treating the whole person instead of casting 

them away. Gibson is impressively restrained here, 

allowing the emotions to trickle through his eyes, 

but little else. And by introducing Natalie Dormer, 

in a beautiful performance as Eliza Merrett, the 

widow of the man Minor killed, the movie becomes 

a tribute to the power of forgiveness. Dormer, all 

tremulous rage at the start, softens as she forges 

an unexpected friendship with Minor. In so doing, 

she manages to subdue Penn, who discards all the 

showy acting tricks in favor of scenes of quiet grace.

At the end of “The Professor and the Madman,” 

we learn more about the fi nal stages of Murray’s and 

Minor’s lives, as well as how the dictionary project 

progressed over the decades. But what stays with 

us is two men, words being their common ground, 

whose lives are changed because of their friendship.

You may be surprised by how much you like “The 

Professor and the Madman.”

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Natalie Dormer (right) is moving as the widow of a man 
killed by William Chester Minor.

http://www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com
http://www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions
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The 93rd Academy Awards are Sunday, April 25, 

and to crib from Rhett Butler, people simply don’t 

give a damn.

Blame COVID-19.

Last year saw countless big-ticket movies shelved 

to sidestep the pandemic. Or, studios took the 

streaming route. Thing is, they didn’t settle on one 

or two options to make it simple. They chose which-

ever service made the biggest offer. And as we know, 

new streaming networks seem to pop up weekly.

That may be why, the day Oscar nominations 

were revealed, social-media posts made by friends 

of mine ranged from “haven’t seen most of these 

movies” to “don’t really care about these fi lms.”

That indifference typifi es the general public. Pre-

dictions are that this year’s Oscar ceremony may be 

the lowest rated ever.

Being a card-carrying movie dork, and having 

lavished considerable disposable income on stream-

ing services, accessing these movies wasn’t an is-

sue. I would argue that with studios stalling their 

slate of Oscar heavyweights, smaller independent 

fare fi nally got to shine. How else, then, to explain 

a jewel of a movie like “Sound of Metal,” which in 

a non-pandemic year might I have found an audi-

ence through word of mouth, garnering six Oscar 

nominations, including Best Picture, thanks to its 

Amazon Prime release.

In terms of the eight categories in The Beacher’s 

annual “Beat the Editor” contest, four are unpre-

dictable: Best Picture, Best Actress, Best Support-

ing Actress and Best Adapted Screenplay. There’s 

been no consistent awards-season champ. That 

could make for an exciting night.

Other than that, many top fi elds have their vic-

tors locked into place. My choices fall into two cat-

egories: “Who Will Win,” the offi cial prediction I 

will compare to reader ballots, and in some cases, 

“Who I’d Pick,” my personal preference.

The ceremony is Sunday, April 25, on ABC. Our 

fi rst- and second-place contest winners will be an-

nounced in the May 6 edition. Thanks, as always, 

to our wonderful contest sponsor, Fiddlehead, which 

will provide a $25 gift certifi cate to the fi rst-place 

winner. First- and second-place winners also re-

ceive an AMC gift card.

So, without further ado, let’s get rolling:

BEST PICTURE

The nominees: “The Father”; “Judas and the 

Black Messiah”; “Mank”; “Minari”; “Nomad-

land”; “Promising Young Woman”; “Sound of 

Metal”; “The Trial of the Chicago 7.”

Who Will Win: Up until two weeks ago, I would 

have called “Nomadland” the victor. But a recent 

trend — think “La La Land,” “Gravity” — is that 

the fi lm with the most wins stops just shy of the top 

prize. That’s why “The Trial of the Chicago 7” 

may be the big upset. I’m fi ne with that. The movie 

is an intellectual adrenaline rush.

Best Director

The nominees: Lee Isaac Chung, “Minari”; 

Emerald Fennell, “Promising Young Woman”; 

David Fincher, “Mank”; Chloé Zhao, “Nomad-

land”; Thomas Vinterberg, “Another Round.”

Who Will Win: What award hasn’t Zhao won? 

The delicate tone of her fi lm borders on poetry. It’s a 

love letter to the American landscape as a symbol of 

restless freedom. While a good chunk of those who 

saw the fi lm considered it a snooze, I found it gor-

geous and affecting.

Best Actor

The nominees: Riz Ahmed, “Sound of Metal”; 

Chadwick Boseman, “Ma Rainey’s Black Bot-

tom”; Anthony Hopkins, “The Father”; Gary 

Oldman, “Mank”; Steven Yeun, “Minari.”

Who Will Win: Boseman’s guaranteed win will 

mark the fi rst posthumous honor since Health Led-

ger’s 2008 Best Supporting Actor win for “The Dark 

Knight.” Thirty minutes into the picture, you knew 

he’d clinched it, the actor channeling an astonishing 

level of anger and false bravado, a feat all the more 

remarkable knowing he was dying of cancer while 

fi lming. There are many who argue a posthumous 

honor is a mistake, that they belong to the living. 

To me, the legacy of a performance, regardless if the 

performer is alive or dead, warrants recognition.

Best Actress

The nominees: Viola Davis, “Ma Rainey’s 

Black Bottom”; Andra Day, “The United States 

vs. Billie Holiday”; Vanessa Kirby, “Pieces of a 

Woman”; Frances McDormand, “Nomadland”; 

Carey Mulligan, “Promising Young Woman.”

Who Will Win: Here, we have a two-horse race 

between Davis and Day. Kirby, McDormand and 

Mulligan each did fi ne work, but not to the extent 

that they’re a sure bet. After her surprise Best Ac-

tress win at the Golden Globes, one might have 

claimed Day as the frontrunner. But that momen-

tum stalled soon after, likely from the cool recep-

tion to the movie itself. That leaves Davis, who in 

her second August Wilson fi lm (“Fences” scored her 

fi rst Oscar in 2016) was ferocious as a woman who 

knows exactly how the world views her.

Who Should Win: Day still could be the upset. 

Oscar voters love an ingenue, and the singer-turned 

actress was a force of nature, balancing the act of 

recreating Holiday’s music with darker moments 

that pushed her to exhaustive extremes.

Best Supporting Actor

The nominees: Sacha Baron Cohen, “The 

Trial of the Chicago 7”; Daniel Kaluuya, “Ju-

das and the Black Messiah”; Leslie Odom Jr., 

“One Night in Miami”; Paul Raci, “Sound of 

Metal”; Lakeith Stanfi eld, “Judas and the 

Black Messiah.”

Who Will Win: The Oscar race ended when 

Kaluuya stepped onto the screen as Fred Hamp-

ton, Illinois Party Chairman of the Black Panther 

Party. He was electrifying, hypnotic. We couldn’t 

take our eyes off of him. 

Best Supporting Actress

The nominees: Maria Bakalova, “Borat Sub-

sequent Moviefi lm”; Glenn Close, “Hillbilly 

Elegy”; Olivia Colman, “The Father”; Amanda 

Seyfried, “Mank”; Yuh-Jung Youn, “Minari.”

Who Should Win: Thing is, Colman gave one 

of the year’s best performances. Period. Holding 

her own against an acting heavyweight like Hop-

kins. More to the point, anyone in the unenviable 

position of watching a loved one fade away from 

Alzheimer’s disease will relate to her performance. 

Unfortunately, Colman won two years ago for “The 

Favourite.” Unless you’re Tom Hanks, Spencer Tra-

cy or Jodie Foster, actors and actresses tend not to 

score another win so quickly. That means...

Who Will Win: ... Youn’s recent SAG upset 

And the Oscar Goes to... by Andrew Tallackson

“Nomadland” pretty much has a lock on Best Director. Will it take Best Picture? Hmmm...

Continued on Page 22
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makes her the likely victor. And I’d be OK with that. 

She did what a scene-stealer is supposed to do: steal 

scenes from her costars. She was the heart of “Mi-

nari”: a gentle presence for her grandchildren as 

their parents lose their footing with each other.

Best Original Screenplay

The nominees:  “Judas and the Black Mes-

siah”; “Minari”; “Promising Young Woman”; 

“Sound of Metal”; “The Trial of the Chicago 7.”

Who Will Win: Aaron Sorkin could belch and 

the expelled gas would secure a trophy. He is a rar-

ity: a screenwriter whose words are the star. His 

name, alone, can sell a fi lm. With “The Trial of the 

Chicago 7,” he was in top form. His fi lm zips by be-
cause of the dialogue.

Best Adapted Screenplay

The nominees: “Borat Subsequent Movief-

ilm”; “The Father”; “Nomadland”; “One Night 

in Miami”; “The White Tiger.”

Who Will Win: The evening’s third wild card. If 

Oscar voters are feeling the love for “Nomadland,” 

then a win is all but assured. However, good chunks 

of the fi lm either were improvised or featured 

real people speaking whatever is on their minds. 

Oscar voters tend not to be wowed by improvisa-

tion, which is curious. That’s why I’m going with 

“The Father,” which debuted as a stage play, but 

through creator Florian Zeller and the world-class 

Continued from Page 21

“The Trial of the Chicago 7” is the likely Oscar winner 
for Best Original Screenplay.

Christopher Hampton (“Dangerous Liaisons”), the 

fi lm honors the stage origins while emerging as bril-

liantly cinematic.

❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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Polish Heritage Essay Contest
July 31 is the deadline for entries in The Polish 

Heritage Association of Michigan City’s 2021 essay 

competition, which raises awareness about Poland, 

Poles and Polish Americans among local high school 

and college students.

The competition is open to any high-school or col-

lege student legally living in Northwest Indiana 

(Lake, Porter, LaPorte, Starke or St. Joseph coun-

ties). Applicants don’t have to be of Polish ancestry. 

Awards are $1,000 (fi rst place), $500 (second place) 

and $250 (third place).

Applicants should submit an essay of no more 

than three pages if single-spaced and six pages if 

double-spaced on one of these topics:

• Select the most infl uential Polish person in histo-

ry (or the one you would most like to have been), 

and explain why.

• What was the Treaty of Riga (March 18, 1921) 

and why was it important for the 20th century?

Scholarships are awarded on a competitive ba-

sis. Decisions are made by a committee based on 

how well the applicant’s essay addresses the topic. 

Preference goes to essays that: directly address the 

topic; are well-organized; show evidence of some 

research; are accurate in content; and are clearly 

written in correct standard English. All applicants 

will be notifi ed of the selections at the email address 

provided with the application.

Contact Professor Janusz Duzinkiewicz at 

jduzinkiewicz@pnw.edu for complete information 

on the contest and to request an application.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Full Moon Hike at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 

24.

Meet at the Nature Center for a short presen-

tation about the moon, followed by a hike to Lake 

Michigan and back. Treats will be available. Pre-

registration is required.

• Wildfl ower Wander at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, 

April 25.

The easy discovery walk starts at the Nature Cen-

ter, focusing on which woodland spring wildfl owers 

are blooming. A naturalist then will focus on wild-

fl ower identifi cation, and stories about them.

❑

• COVID-19 program safety precautions.

Pre-registration is required for all programs to 

properly meet gathering guidance restrictions. So-

cial distancing must be practiced by staying at least 

6 feet away from others. Masks or other face cover-

ings of the nose and mouth are required.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

mailto:mark@markcuri.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
mailto:jduzinkiewicz@pnw.edu
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Travels
With Charley
by Charles McKelvy

W yy

Travel By Air
My parents fi rst took me aloft when I was all of 

15 months old, in August 1951.

We fl ew from our home in Chicago to their native 

Philadelphia on a Douglas DC-3 propeller-driven 

airliner. If memory serves, we fl ew United.

And, yes, I do have a murky recollection of that 

seminal, gravity-defying fl ight in an aircraft known 

to you Band of American Brothers from World War 

II as the C-47 Skytrain, and to you Royal Air Force 

cousins from across the pond as the Dakota.

I fi rst fl ew on a DC-3 just like this.
Speaking of that Band of Brothers, the Skytrain 

had a starring role in the 2001 HBO series of the 

same name. Remember those brave paratroopers 

fi ling grimly aboard so they could be dropped be-

hind German lines in June 1944? How could you 

forget, if you watched the series? And, if you didn’t 

see it, I am sure you can fi nd it online or at your lo-

cal library. I know my home library — Three Oaks 

Township Public Library — has the whole shebang 

on DVD for free lending.

So, back to my fi rst fl ight, to my introductions to 

a lifelong love of fl ying.

We lived in an apartment in Chicago’s epony-

mous South Shore neighborhood, and a family 

friend drove us over to Midway. My parents carried 

me across the tarmac to that elegant aircraft, that 

Douglas DC-3. Again, I think we fl ew United, but 

we just as well might have fl own TWA. No matter. 

All that mattered to my developing brain was that 

I was about to undertake something truly amazing.

And I did.

And I know you childhood development profes-

sionals are probably questioning my memory at this 

point in the narrative.

I know, I know. It seems quite incredible that a 

70-year-old would remember something that hap-

pened to him, well, more than 68 years ago.

Yes, but I was taking fl ight for the fi rst time, and 

I was going aloft on an iconic aircraft.

I certainly must have sensed that at the time 

from the way my parents and the crew spoke in rev-

erential tones of the aircraft, thanking it for its ser-

vice in a war that ended only six years prior to that 

momentous day. 

And I most certainly remember my fi rst look at 

the airplane that was poised to take me on my fi rst 

fl ight. It was, I clearly recall, sitting on its tail and 

sporting a pair of mighty Wright R-1820 Cyclone, 

radial piston engines. (OK, I looked up that last bit 

as a 70-year-old, but you get the point).

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
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I boarded in my mother’s arms, and I remember 

the cabin was dimly lit and cozy. Quite cozy, thank 

you very much.

As for that fi rst fl ight — it was loud.  I do re-

member that. And I remember a solicitous stew-

ardess (yes, that’s a politically incorrect blast from 

the past). I later was informed we made an inter-

mediate stop or two, and that we arrived safely in 

Philadelphia in plenty of time for my baptism at All 

Saints Episcopal Church on the Main Line.

Beyond that?

Well, I was hooked on fl ying, and fl ying our fam-

ily did, mainly between Chicago and Philadelphia.  

Our most memorable fl ight was aboard a TWA “Con-

stellation” that lost one of its four engines as we hit 

some nasty weather on our approach to Philadel-

phia. This was in the late 1950s, and we were in-

formed the pilot and co-pilots were up for the chal-

lenge, as they had fl own more than a few missions 

during World War II. Two memories from that fl ight 

when I was all of seven or eight:

• Being invited into the cockpit to watch the crew 

fl y the “Connie” with that signature triple tail 

and receive a junior pilot pin.

• Looking out the window over the wing at that crip-

pled engine. Yes, fl ames burst out before they shut 

it down. But that tried-and-true crew brought us 

safely to ground in Philadelphia through what all 

the adults described as “pea soup.”

I have since fl own through plenty of pea soup 

and, yes, I fl ew across the International Date Line 

twice: once eastbound from Oakland to Tokyo, then 

returning westbound from Tokyo to Oakland, both 

in 1969. We fl ew non-stop both ways, and the east-

bound fl ight was sunny and bright the entire way. 

The return fl ight was mainly under the cover of 

darkness, with the dawn breaking just as we crest-

ed the West Coast.

I fl ew a fair amount in the U.S. Navy, once hav-

ing the dubious pleasure of taking off from the fl ight 

deck of a Tank Landing Ship in a helicopter. I was 

a seasoned fl yer at that point, but nothing prepared 

me for the stomach-dropping sensation of imme-

diate lift-off from a ship at sea. That mighty ship 

soon became a postage stamp on the vast expanse of 

the Atlantic Ocean, and the seasoned Marines who 

shared that ride with me had a good chuckle at this 

“Swab Jockey’s” visible discomfort over what they 

considered a routine fl ight.

I have other harrowing helicopter misadventures 

to share and some particularly memorable fl ights in 

single-engine aircraft with family and friends, but 

I’ll leave those for another time.

And, yes, I know the time will come again when 

I am required to defy the laws of gravity and leave 

the comforting curves of Mother Earth. But I will 

be prepared because I fi rst took fl ight — on a DC-3 

no less — as a 15-month-old who was too young to 

know any better.

Me at age 6, trying to ride a two-wheeler, but with some help from training 
wheels, in Chicago’s Beverly neighborhood. Also in the picture are my 

father, James, and brother, Donald.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341

www.hullingsconstruction.com

219-214-0420

YOU CALL WE HAUL!YOU CALL WE HAUL!

Tired of asking your husband 
to get rid of that old junk?

RENT-A-MAN!
COMMERCIAL• RESIDENTIAL • SENIOR DISCOUNTS • SMALL DEMO

FORECLOSURE • COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT • FREE ESTIMATES

501 W. Kieffer Road, Michigan City, IN 46360
8-5:30 p.m. Mon-Thu • 8 a.m.-Noon Fri 

(219) 879-2177
www.hickschiropracticcenter.com

Students in A.K. Smith Career 

Center’s Automotive Technology 

program have a “new” vehicle to 

work on, thanks to a donation from 

LaPorte’s Auto Park Ford.

The LaPorte County Career and 

Technical Education Program re-

ceived the 2013 Ford Focus through 

Ford’s Automotive Career Explora-

tion program, which provides re-

purchased vehicles to automotive-

education programs through dealer 

partnerships. 

Auto Park Service Manager Joe 

Gannuscio and Chris Lowe, Ford 

Motor Co. fi eld-service engineer, 

stopped by the Career Center on 

April 13  to present the keys to in-

structor Steve Barnes. 

“We’ll end up taking this entire 

car apart and putting it back to-

gether,” said Barnes, noting the 

dual-clutch transmission will offer 

practical experience on a system 

unlike other vehicles in the school 

automotive lab.

According to Lowe, Ford’s ACE program not only 

Checking out the donated Ford Focus are (from left) Auto Park Ford Service Manager 
Joe Gannuscio, A.K. Smith Automotive Instructor Steve Barnes (seated, in car),

and Ford Motor Co. Field Service Engineer Chris Lowe.

A Teachable Ride

facilitates such donations, but also connects dealer-

ships with career-tech automotive programs for stu-

dent internships, and provides the same web-based 

training for CTE students that is required of Ford 

technicians. This can lead to future job opportuni-

ties for students.

Gannuscio serves on the A.K. Smith automotive 

program advisory board, and Barnes performed an 

externship at the Auto Park dealership in 2019, 

part of a requirement to renew his CTE teaching 

credential. The dealership also assisted with the re-

cent re-accreditation of the A.K. Smith program.

Follow the A.K. Smith Career Center Automotive 

“Wolf Automotive” Program on Facebook @aksmith-

auto. Visit http://educateMC.net/careertech for ad-

ditional information.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.hickschiropracticcenter.com
mailto:@aksmith-auto.Visit
mailto:@aksmith-auto.Visit
mailto:@aksmith-auto.Visit
http://educateMC.net/careertech
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Opening April 15: 2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days

The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 

Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with 

an adult required to participate. Times are from 6 

to 7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 

Road 150 West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/

per program. Pre-registration and payment are re-

quired at least one week in advance or until full, 

whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:

• April 28 — Flower Power.

• May 12 — Timber.

Nature’s Tiny Tots

Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers. Enjoy music, 

dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 10 to 11 a.m. April 26 

and May 3 at Luhr County Park. Call at least one 

week in advance to register. 

Diabetes Education Q&A

A free Diabetes Education Q&A session is from 9 

to 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 28, at Luhr County 

Park. Certifi ed Diabetes Educator Clarise Largen 

will discuss making smart choices.

Masks are required.

Pinecone Bird Feeders Make and Take Craft

The free program is from 1 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 

May 4, at Luhr County Park Nature Center.

All ages are welcome, but children must be ac-

companied by an adult. The craft will be available 

while supplies last. No pre-registration is required. 

Masks must be worn.

Healthy Lifestyles  

The free social club that emphasizes quality of 

life meets from 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesdays at Luhr 

County Park Nature Center. Programs focus on 

health trends, gardening, medical information and 

balancing active lifestyles. Call at least one week 

in advance to sign up (the maximum allowed is 30). 

The schedule is: 

• May 12: “Soil Health, Garden Tools and Pruning 

101” by Sacha Gee-Burns.

• June 9: “GERD — New Treatments for Relief of 

Heartburn & Acid Refl ux,” Dr. Conn.

• July 14: Nutrition, food groups and labeling, 

Stephanie Thomas.

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

Now in his fi fth year with LCSO, playing the 

fl ute and piccolo, Brennan Reid is a success sto-

ry from the Drayton Family Children’s Educa-

tional Concerts. He attended as a fourth-grader 

after hearing the fl ute section play the theme to 

“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.”

Reid started learning music at 2 while en-

rolled in Kindermusik.

Today, he maintains a busy schedule between 

being a network training and hiring manager 

for the Dunkin’ Donuts franchise in Valparaiso/

Chesterton and a bartender at Up Your Alley, a 

deluxe entertainment facility in Schererville.

Brennan Reid.

Virtual Preview PNW
Purdue University Northwest will hold virtual 

“Preview PNW” events from 10 a.m. to noon Satur-

day, April 24.

The live session, held in a webinar format, allows 

prospective and transfer students to learn more 

about the Hammond and Westville campuses. Reg-

istration is at www.pnw.edu/preview. Attendees also 

can learn about undergraduate academic programs, 

student life and campus housing, fi nancial aid and 

scholarships, and the freshman admissions process. 

Current students, faculty and admissions staff will 

speak, with Q&A sessions available through an in-

teractive chat feature.

The $25 application fee will be waived for stu-

dents who apply during the event.

Indiana Dunes National Park
The National Park Service has implemented 

a mask requirement for employees, visitors, 

partners and contractors.

The move supports President Biden’s Executive 

Order on Protecting the Federal Workforce and Re-

quiring Mask-Wearing, aiming to protect those who 

live, work and visit national parks. 

At Indiana Dunes National Park, face masks are 

required in all park buildings and facilities, includ-

ing the Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center, 

Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Educa-

tion and Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk pavilion. 

Masks also are required on NPS-managed lands 

when physical distancing cannot be maintained, in-

cluding on narrow or busy trails, overlooks and in 

historic homes.  

As conditions are subject to change, visitors 

should check the park’s website and social media 

channels for updates before a visit. Visit tinyurl.

com/2r86ch6e for details. 

Park rangers are on duty to provide information, 

protect visitors and park resources and uphold the 

requirement.

❑

The park is offering virtual ranger chats for 

teachers and students through a variety of 

media. 

The programs can cover a wide range of topics 

and grade levels. IDNP educators can customize 

programs to meet teacher preferences. For example, 

the park can bring Max, the milk snake, into a vir-

tual classroom to teach about animal adaptations. 

Visit www.nps.gov/indu or www.facebook.com/

IndianaDunesNPS for a list of programs, then call 

the scheduling offi ce at (219) 395-1885 for details.

❑

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.pnw.edu/preview
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Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

WOOD CHIPSALES

 Interior/Exterior Painter 
For Only $275 A Day

Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $550 A Day

 Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $750 A Day

Friendship Botanic Gardens
Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12, of-

fi cially open to the public Saturday, May 1.

Hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. six days a week. Call (219) 

878-9885, email info@friendshipgardens.org or visit 

www.friendshipbotanicgardens.org for details.

LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.

New users can download the meeScan app 

through options such as Apple and Google Play. 

Then, place holds on items using a customer ac-

count. Once at the library, check in using the app 

and clicking Pickup from the bottom of the screen 

(or calling the library location). An appointment no 

longer is needed. Add the parking space on the app 

if picking up from the main location. Enter infor-

mation in the instructions box if picking up holds 

placed on more than one account, or if needing ad-

ditional assistance.

A staff member brings held items to the vehicle. 

Customers using the app receive updates as their re-

quests are processed. Returns can be placed in book 

drops and be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At 

this time, there is no limit to the number of items 

customers can reserve and pick up during curbside.

• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

Check laportelibrary.org and follow social media 

for updates.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located 
at 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.
laportelibrary.org for more details.

Salvation Army Webinar
The Salvation Army Western Michigan/Northern 

Indiana Division will host a free Zoom webinar at 

9:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 21.

The event, presented by legal and fi nancial ex-

perts, will provide planning tips, such as how to 

select advisors, basic tax considerations and legal 

documents, including wills, trusts, power of attor-

ney and living wills.

Register at www.samichigancity.org if interested.

“This is one more way that folks can support their 

local Salvation Army, but also protect their loved 

ones and their future fi nances,” Maj. Dale Simmons 

of The Salvation Army of Michigan City said in a 

press release.  “It is crucial to get the facts and put 

planning in place.”

Those unable to attend, but still interested in 

receiving information may contact The Salvation 

Army at (219) 874-6885 to schedule a meeting in-

person or by telephone or video conference.

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.samichigancity.org
mailto:info@friendshipgardens.org
http://www.friendshipbotanicgardens.org
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LIVE TALK 

RADIO

CALL IN LINE

219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher will continue the  
following office hours for now

Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thank you for your patience 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

DAR Awards
The Rebecca Dewey chapter of the National Soci-

ety Daughters of the American Revolution in Three 

Oaks, Mich., presented community awards March 

21 at Three Oaks Heritage Hall, 8 E. Linden St.

Harbor Country Emergency Food Pantry was rec-

ognized for outstanding community service. Linda 

Mangold, Three Oaks, accepted the award on its 

behalf.

Other awards included Good Citizens Essay 

Scholarship winners, while Sandra Wilhoit was 

named the 2020 Outstanding Chapter Member.   

Polish Bikers’ Pilgrimage
The 12th Annual Polish Bikers’ Pilgrimage is 

Sunday, May 2, at Our Lady of Czestochowa Shrine 

(Salvatorian Fathers Monastery), 5755 Pennsylva-

nia St., Merrillville.

Holy Mass (in Polish) is at noon, followed by the 

Blessing of Motorcycles and a picnic on the shrine 

grounds (menu items and prices vary). 

Those attending are asked to wear masks. Call 

(219) 884-0714 for more details.

Harbor Country Hikers
Harbor Country Hikers will offer an insider’s 

view of spring at Love Creek County Park at 10 a.m. 

EDT Saturday, April 24.

Berrien County Parks’ Chief Naturalist Derek 

Pelc will lead hikers through what he considers 

the park’s nicest wildfl ower trail. In addition to its 

Nature Center, Love Creek offers mountain bike, 

cross-country ski and fat-tire bike trails. Natural 

features include around 200 acres of meadows, for-

ests, marshes and creeks.

The hike is moderately diffi cult and will last 

about two hours. HCH observes social distancing 

guidelines, and face masks are required. 

Love Creek is located at 9292 Huckleberry Road, 

Berrien Center. Visit www.harborcountryhikers.

com for more details.

Garden Hotline
LaPorte County Master Gardeners are available 

through a free Garden Hotline to help the public 

with home-gardening questions.

The hotline is available from 9 a.m. to noon Mon-

days, Wednesdays and Fridays through Sept. 29.

Master Gardeners will answer questions on house 

plants, landscaping, fl owers, fruit trees, vegetables, 

trees, shrubs, lawns, insects and garden pests.  The 

answers are provided with research-based materi-

als produced by the Purdue University Cooperative 

Extension Service or other regional land-grant uni-

versities.

The phone number is (219) 324-9407. Michigan 

City area residents can call (219) 874-5611, Ext. 

2010. Ask to speak with a Master Gardener. Ques-

tions also can be emailed to lpmastergardener@

gmail.com

Fernwood Botanical Garden
• Outdoor Yoga from noon to 1:15 p.m. EDT 

Friday and Saturday, April 23-24.

Join instructor Deirdre Guthrie for the all-levels 

class. Visit https://spore-studios.com/yoga/ for de-

tails or to register.

• Member Dog Days from 8 to 10 a.m. EDT 

Saturday, April 24.

Exclusive to members, dogs must be on a lead, 

and owners must clean up after them. Check Fern-

wood’s Facebook page for a weather status update 

the Friday before.

❑

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve 
is located at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.harborcountryhikers
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For more than 36 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron. This week,  
we thank Courtney Nzeribe. 

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

The library is open, but with restrictions in place.

Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday. 

There is no public seating. The library also follows 

LaPorte County Health Department’s Public Health 

Order Face Covering Mandate by requiring masks 

inside the building. Every individual must wear a 

face covering over his/her nose and mouth at indoor 

areas open to the public. The circulation and refer-

ence desks will have masks available for $1.

The following services are temporarily suspend-

ed: public programs and meetings; literacy tutoring; 

MakerSpace/3-D printing; study rooms; homebound 

service; interlibrary loan; puppets; puzzles; blocks 

and children’s AWE computers in Youth Services; 

Ellison die cut machine; public faxing; microfi lm 

use; magazine/book sale; and accepting donations.

Access is limited to the computer lab: One session 

(up to one hour) per person per day is allowed. Due 

to social-distancing guidelines, only one person at 

a station at a time. Children are not allowed in the 

computer lab with parents/guardians.

One computer is reserved for genealogy research, 

with time limited to one hour per person per day. Four 

charging tables allow a limit of 30 minutes per use (no 

seating is available at these stations). WiFi is avail-

able throughout the building and exterior/parking lot.

Two new databases are available. Newspapers.

com World Collection contains historical newspapers 

from the 1700s-2000s, including thousands of well-

known regional, state and small local newspapers in 

the United States and other countries. Visit tinyurl.

com/4f8kfo3v and log in with a library card number.

In addition, Fold3, a military records database 

powered by Ancestry.com, is available. It provides ac-

cess to military records, including stories, photos and 

personal documents. Visitors can combine records 

found there with personal effects to create an on-

line memorial for someone who served. Visit tinyurl.

com/58cnu2vn and log in with a library card number.

The following virtual programming is scheduled: 

• Take-and-Make Crafts for Kids: “Rain & Sun” 

through April 25, followed by “Coins & Numbers” 

starting April 26. 

• Great Decisions returns through Zoom. Limited 

discussion booklets are available at the circula-

tion desk. Call (219) 873-3049 for more details.

• Virtual Story Time. A new video will be posted to 

the website, Facebook page and YouTube channel 

at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Each video will be avail-

able for two weeks at www.mclib.org/parents/

story-time/. Stop by Youth Services to receive the 

craft project for the week.

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

Michigan City Public Library

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

• Queen of All Saints, 606 S. Woodland Ave., 8:30 

a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, April 24.

• Conservation Club House, 1 Mill Pond Road, 

Union Mills, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 25.

• Northwest Health LaPorte, 1007 W. Lincolnway, 

11 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday, April 26.

• A.K. Smith Career Center, 817 Lafayette St., 7:45 

a.m.-1:45 p.m. Tuesday, April 27.

Donors must be in good general health and feeling 
well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

http://www.mclib.org/parents/
http://www.mclib.org
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Activities to Explore 
In the Area:

April 23-25 — Michigan City Chamber Music 

Festival free virtual concert series, “Music by All 

Americans!” Times: 7 p.m. April 23-24, 3 p.m. April 

25. Access: Facebook (MC Chamber Fest), YouTube 

(Michigan City Chamber Music Festival Orbovich). 

April 24 — Full Moon Hike, 7:30 p.m., Indiana 

Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 

Chesterton. Registration: (219) 926-1390.

April 25 — Wildfl ower Wander, 10:30 a.m., In-

diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 

East, Chesterton. Registration: (219) 926-1390.

Through April 30 — Exhibit, “Inspired/Inspire,” 

Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 

Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org, (219) 874-4900.

Through June 5 — New exhibits, “Lost and 

Looking” & “Pipelines and Borderlines: The Art of 

Survival,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-

ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

Through June 30 — “Organic Art,” The Lega-

cy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints Catholic 

Church campus, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Viewing hours: 

6 a.m.-8 p.m. Info: jessicar@qas.org

Wednesdays — Virtual Story Time, 10 a.m., 

through Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 

Fourth St. Info: www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/

In the Region

April 21 — Virtual program, “Artifactoids,” 7 

p.m. EDT, through The Region of Three Oaks Mu-

seum. To request link: trotommuseum@gmail.com

April 23-24 — Outdoor Yoga, noon-1:15 p.m. 

EDT, through Fernwood Botanical Garden and Na-

ture Preserve, 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 

Registration: https://spore-studios.com/yoga

April 24 — Harbor Country Hikers, 10 a.m. 

EDT,  Love Creek County Park, 9292 Huckleberry 

Road, Berrien Center, Mich. Info: www.

harborcountryhikers.com

Through April 25 — Pop-up Exhibit (artists, 

business tenants, board members, volunteers), The 

Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, 

Mich. Hours (Eastern): noon-4 p.m. Fri.-Sun. Info: 

gallery@boxfactoryforthearts.org

Through April 29 — Art Barn School of Art 

faculty exhibit, Art Barn, 695 N. County Road 400 

East, Valparaiso. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tue., Thur., 

Fri./10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 462-9009, info@

artbarnschool.org

Through April 30 — “Through the Screen: The 

Works of the Children’s Art Education Program,” 

Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Hours: 11 

a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri./10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 

926-4711, www.chestertonart.org 

Through June 6 — New exhibits, “Boom Bloom” 

& “The Undetectable Presence: A Selection of Sculp-

ture,” Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, 

Mich. Info: www.krasl.org
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Tuesdays/Fridays — Open Studios for 18 and 

older, 1-4 p.m., Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. Coun-

ty Road 400 East, Valparaiso. Cost: $5/day. Regis-

tration: tinyurl.com/8hmejvp9

Virtual Community Forum Program
Making a yard bird-friendly, and how to identify 

different species, is the subject of the next Friends 

of New Buffalo Library’s virtual Community Forum 

at 7 p.m. EDT Thursday, April 22.

Naturalist Wendy Jones will discuss the benefi ts 

of backyard birding, and how to easily attract birds 

such as woodpeckers, fi nches, bluebirds, humming-

birds and orioles. Tips will cover providing food, wa-

ter and shelter.

Jones, known to many as the “Chickadee Natu-

ralist,” has lived in the Michiana area since 1991 

and worked at Fernwood Botanical Gardens and 

Nature Preserve until last summer.

The Zoom link is found under Activities/Events on 

the library’s Facebook page or its website at www. 

newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org. Email new.buffalo. 

FOL@gmail.com for more details.

The next Zoom program is Nick Bogert’s “Life-

styles of the Mich(iana) and Famous” on Tuesday, 

May 18.

Author Plans Virtual Program
Anthony Ray Hinton, author of The Sun Does 

Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on Death 

Row, will deliver a virtual talk at 2:30 p.m. Thurs-

day, April 22.

Hinton, a New York Times best-seller and winner 

of the 2019 Christopher Award, 2019 Moore Prize 

and an Oprah’s Book Club selection for 2018, will 

speak on criminal justice reform. His book is consid-

ered “a powerful, revealing story of hope, love, jus-

tice and the power of reading by a man who spent 30 

years on death row for a crime he did not commit.”

This year, PNW partnered with Hammond Public 

Library for Hinton’s book, which also served as a 

common text for all fi rst-year students.

Registration is required to attend. Visit pnw.edu/

one-book for more information.

Meals on Wheels Shoe Drive
Meals on Wheels LaPorte County will collect new, 

used and gently worn shoes through May 31.

Michigan City locations include: St. Joseph Young 

Men’s Society, 2001 Franklin St.; St. John’s United 

Church of Christ, 101 St. John Road; Walgreens, 

Barker Avenue and Franklin Street; and LaPorte 

Community Federal Credit Union, 1315 Southwind 

Drive. LaPorte locations include: Bethany Luther-

an Church, 102 G St.; LaPorte Community Feder-

al Credit Union, 1800 E. Lincolnway; and Tractor 

Supply, 71 Pine Lake Ave. Contact Amanda Fowler 

at (219) 872-9117 for more details.
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Brochures

On April 22, 1348, at a royal ball in England, the 

Countess of Salisbury was dancing with King Ed-

ward III when one of her garters slipped off. The 

king retrieved it and put it on his leg. This was the 

beginning of the Order of the Garter, the highest 

order of English knighthood.

On April 22, 1889, the Oklahoma Land Rush be-

gan as thousands rushed to stake claims on land 

the federal government had not assigned to Native 

Americans. Those claimants who “jumped the gun” 

(entering the “territory” a little sooner than the 

rules allowed) were referred to as “Sooners.”

On April 22, 1937, thousands of college students 

in New York City staged a fourth annual “peace 

strike,” vowing to “refuse to support the govern-

ment in any war.”

On April 22, 1952, the actual explosion of an atom-

ic bomb, for the fi rst time, was shown on TV.

On April 22, 1970, millions of Americans, con-

cerned about the destruction of the environment, 

observed the fi rst “Earth Day.”

On April 23, 1564, William Shakespeare was born 

in Stratford-on-Avon, an English market town about 

85 northwest of London.

On April 23, 1838, the fi rst transatlantic steam-

ship service began as two ships arrived in New York 

from England.

On April 23, 1896, in New York, the fi rst public 

showing of a motion picture took place.

On April 23, 1985, Coco-Cola Co. announced it was 

changing the formula of the world’s best-selling soft 

drink. The public’s refusal to accept it forced the 

company to resume selling the original formula.

On April 24, 1704, The Boston News Letter com-

menced publication. It was the fi rst American news-

paper to be printed on a regular basis over an ex-

tended period of time.

On April 24, 1800, with a start-up fund of $5,000 

“for the purchase of such books as may be neces-

sary,” and with the books from Thomas Jefferson’s 

entire library, the Library of Congress was offi cially 

established.

On April 24, 1897, William Price, reporting for 

work at The Washington Star, became the fi rst jour-

nalist to have the title “White House Reporter.”

On April 24, 1942, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Dal-

ey was born.

On April 24, 2001, the Supreme Court ruled that 
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Newsletters
police can arrest and handcuff people for minor traf-

fi c offenses.

On April 25, 1719, Robinson Crusoe, a novel by 

Daniel Defoe, was fi rst published.

On April 25, 1859, Chicago’s fi rst horse-drawn 

street railway begin operation on State Street be-

tween Lake and 12th streets (Roosevelt Road).

On April 25, 1901, New York became the fi rst state 

requiring automobile owners to have license plates 

for their vehicles; the fee was $1. The plates, for all 

954 registered cars, carried their owners’ initials.

On April 25, 1983, the Pioneer 10 spacecraft 

crossed Pluto’s orbit, speeding on its endless voyage 

through the Milky Way.

On April 26, 1607, colonists from England, led by 

Capt. John Smith, landed at Virginia’s Cape Hen-

ry to establish the fi rst permanent settlement in 

America.

On April 26, 1865, John Wilkes Booth, assassin of 

President Abraham Lincoln, was found dead in a 

Virginia barn.

On April 26, 1961, Roger Maris of the New York 

Yankees hit the fi rst of a record 61 home runs in a 

single season.

On April 26, 1986, at least 31 were killed as the 

worst nuclear accident in history occurred at the 

Chernobyl plant in the Soviet republic of Ukraine.

On April 27, 1875, New York’s Roman Catholic 

Archbishop John McCloskey was installed as the 

fi rst American cardinal.

On April 27, 1906, U.S. Steel broke ground for 

their new steel mills, and a city named Gary was 

born along Lake Michigan.

On April 27, 1937, the nation’s fi rst Social Security 

checks were distributed.

On April 27, 1972, after an exploratory mission to 

the moon, Apollo astronauts John Young, Thomas 

Mattingly and Charles Duke, made a safe splash-

down in the Pacifi c.

On April 28, 1789, while sailing in the South Pacif-

ic, the crew of HMS Bounty took over the ship, cast-

ing Capt. Bligh and 18 sailors adrift in a lifeboat.

On April 28, 1947, a six-man expedition sailed 

from Peru aboard a balsa wood raft named the Kon-

Tiki, the beginning of a 101-day journey that would 

take them across the Pacifi c Ocean to Polynesia.

On April 28, 1967, World Heavyweight Boxing 

Champion Muhammad Ali (Cassias Clay), refused 

induction into the United States Army.

On April 28, 1982, the U.S. registered an offi cial 

protest regarding the censoring of President Ronald 

Reagan’s remarks broadcast on Chinese television.

On April 28, 1990, after 6,137 performances, the 

musical “A Chorus Line” closed on New York’s 

Broadway.
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PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

Long Time LB Family Ready to Start New Stage!
Looking to purchase 3-4 BR, 2+ bath home within walking distance to beach.

If you are thinking of selling, call Nick at (312) 531-0500
PERSONAL SERVICES

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
Hypnosis for Beach Season: Look and feel great!

Ideal for nutrition and exercise, relaxation, personal develop-
ment. Former beach resident, certified hypnotist, Integrative Health 

Coach. Confidential sessions online. Contact Michelle at Michelle@
LoveandFreedomCenter.com or text/call (205) 538-9946.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
New Special: presidential, political and biographical books, 50% off. Also, 

check our weekly in-store specials.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

ALL THINGS GOLF!
Spring Break Golf Blues? Lost a club, broke a club, hate a club? 

Ashamed of that prehistoric golf bag? Antiques are cool in the man cave, 
not the links. Call Lefty for a consultation while the selection is most 

excellent. (219) 873-0858. BUY • SELL • TRADE
All things golf at good old Dave’s prices.

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 15 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. 

Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, 
deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free esti-

mate. (219) 229-0034
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Kelly’s Cleaning Services LLC
Rentals • Residential • Commercial • Windows
Call (219) 229-3116 for your free quote today!

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
  terrystandring@hotmail.com

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

LLOYD’S – DUNES SERVICES
Roofing • Painting • Tree Removal • Stump/brush removal

Gutter guards-cleaning • Power washing • Raking • All home repairs
Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.

Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. Call 

(574) 855-0666.
 B&B Handyman Services 

Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 
Fully Licensed and Bonded 

Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 
anything. No job too big or too small!

THE EXTERIOR (LEWIS) AND INTERIOR (JARED) SPECIALISTS
HIGH QUALITY HOME REPAIRS

EXTERIOR WORK (LEWIS): Leak and shingle repair. Siding: fascia, 
soffits, windows, doors. Seamless Gutters: installation, screens, adjust-

ment, downspouts.
INTERIOR WORK (JARED): framing, decks, kitchens, bathrooms, dry-

wall, painting and all interior work. FLOORING.
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015. Plenty of references. Lic./insured. Over 44 

years of experience.
Keeping It Growing LLC is a locally owned small business that believes 

in strong customer relationships, and that communication is key. We  
offer a variety of services to our Residential and Commercial irrigation 
customers, which include the following: Spring Start Ups, Mid-Season 
Checks & Winterizations. We provide routine maintenance to irrigation 

systems, and additions to existing systems. We also offer backflow test-
ing performed by our state-certified technician. We take pride in our work 
by providing complete customer satisfaction. Our office hours are 8 a.m.-
3 p.m. Mon.-Fri., and we do offer Saturday appointments upon request. 
Call or email us to schedule an appointment today @ (219) 575-7022 

or amy@keepingitgrowing.com.
Huny Do Guy

Do you have a “Honey Do” list of jobs or chores that never seem to get 
done? Then, perhaps it’s time to get a hold of the Hun. Responsible 

gentleman, early 60s able to help out. Contact Jeff @ writerbytrade@
yahoo.com or call/text (219) 395-6221.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
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DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC

Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & epoxy 
garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at (219) 229-0738

THE DECK DOCTOR
Now’s the time to protect your deck. Power wash, stain/seal, exterior 

wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana since 
1993. Call (219) 299-9461.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning, 

snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small 

tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

RB’s SERVICES
Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (spring/fall cleanup). Lot clearings, 
haul away debris- house/garage, landscaping needs. Handyman work. 

Power washing – houses, drives, etc. In services since 1987. 
Roger at (219) 561-4008.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees, as well as seasonal summer 

help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, servers, buss staff, dishwashers. Will 
train. Email letter of intent and resume to FishcampMC@gmail.com

Fiber Bond: Production Job Openings —1st/2nd shifts. Call for interview 
at (219) 879-4541, Ext 326. Factory experience preferred.

Looking for part-time, reliable, dependable cleaning lady. Must have 
a car, experience a plus. Call Rita after 9 a.m. at 

(219) 878-9311 or (630) 596-6119.
Cleaning help wanted once a month, four hours. General cleaning. 

Phone (219) 229-2723
FOR SALE

Complete PA system, including Mackie 1402VLZ, two EV SX 300 
speakers Alesis Micro Verb, BBE sonic 482, DBX166x5 compressor, two 
Telelock speaker stands, Crest Audio VS1100 Pro Amp, two flight cases 
and plug and play setup. Two complete sets of speaker cords 25- and 

50-foot cables. All equipment in excellent condition. $1,400. 
Call (219) 928-6118.

SOLID CHERRY AMISH MADE dining-room table with 12 chairs. 48” x 
80”, opening to 116” with 3 - 12” extension leaves. Seats 12-14 comfort-

ably. Excellent condition. $3,000. (708) 268-8276
FOR SALE: Pickup only. Cash only. Priced as marked or best offer.

Tennis racket - $25 • Misc. garden tools - $25 • Snow shovel - $20
Gardeners bench - $25 • Heavy duty plastic wheel barrel - $30

Cross country skis - $20 • Walker (2) (one with wheels) - $15 each
Large plastic storage box - $25 • Solid brass fireplace tools - $100

Vintage wedding dress size 6-8 - $30
Mother of the bride gown size 14-16 - $40

Long gown size 14 - $30• Photograph abstract image -  $10
Decorative urn - $10ª Colorful outdoor flower pots 8-9 - $20 each

21 TV - $30
PHOTOS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST •  bfisher219@aol.com

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Estate Sale – Long Beach • 2622 Hermoine Trail

April 22‐24, 9 a.m.‐2 p.m.
Masks mandatory! Two houses in one sale! Furniture, 

kitchen goods, dishes, glassware, decorative items, art-
work, loads of tools and home-improvement supplies, men’s 
clothing, bikes, yard tools, too much to list! For more infor-

mation, go to www.a1estatesale.com/   

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 

lures, reels, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

HOME WATCH
HOME WATCH SERVICES: Home Watch of Southwest Michigan pro-

vides periodic house checks to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while 
you’re away. INSURED, ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit 

and free quote, contact us today!
  info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • mihomewatch.com 

Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

DARLING MICHIANA SHORES COTTAGE: 2BR/1.5BA, hot tub. $200/
night, March-April, sec. dep., cleaning fee (2-night min.). Permit No. 

2020-02. Email Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com  
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 

in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

SUMMER RENTAL AVAILABLE! Prof. decorated, large living room, 
sleeps 4-6 w/ all amenities. Large yard and beach access. 

Email  jmuldo@yahoo.com for more details.
Long Beach Summer Rental 

Beautiful home near Stop 23 on Lake Shore Drive 
Recently renovated, 4BR/3BA. High-end furnishings, chef-equipped 

kitchen, incredible 
Lake Michigan views. Minimum of 30-day rental per Long Beach 

regulations. (312) 282-6143
BEAUTIFUL OPEN CONCEPT APARTMENT

2BR (lg bed suite); 3BA; centrally located, close (walking distance) 
to Lighthouse Place (outlet mall), beaches, South Shore trains & bus 
services. Off-street private parking. NO PETS, NON-smoking bldg. 

Call (219) 861-3720
Room for rent near County Line Road. $300/mo. with lease. $100 

deposit required. Kitchen privileges. References needed. 
Phone (219) 229-2723.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
771 Timberline Parkway, Valparaiso

1,200 sq. ft., 3BR ranch on large lot, fenced rear lot, attached 1-car 
garage. Fully remodeled, new deck, new garage door with remote. New 

roof. $195,000 OBO. Buyer to pay closing cost. 
Call (219) 395-8803 for more info.
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The Shadow Box by Luanne Rice (hardcover, 
$24.95 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook. 352 pages.)

“Terrifi ed and half-dead, I choke on a sob. I had 
loved my husband more than anyone, this man who 
now wanted me dead…I am dizzy, can barely stand.”

Be careful what you wish for…if anyone should 

heed these words, it’s Claire Beaudry…but then, we 

wouldn’t have a story to tell.

Right from Page 1, we have one woman’s horror 

of being accosted in her own garage 

by a man with a mask, slashing at 

her with a knife, hanging her from 

the beam…then abruptly leaving. 

Did he think she was already dead? 

Luck is on Claire’s side, but who 

wants her dead? It won’t be an easy 

thing to prove…but fi rst there’s a 

need to go back in time…

Claire fi rst fell in love with rich 

kid Griffi n Chase in eighth grade. 

Griffi n came from old money, 

Claire, not so lucky. School years 

fl ew by, fi nally college came and 

went. Claire married Dane, a Yale 

professor, and Griffi n, fresh out of 

law school, became engaged, then 

not engaged to Ellen Fielding, an-

other local rich girl. Wasn’t long be-

fore Griffi n moved on and married 

Margot, who soon presented him with twin boys. 

Busy couple — Griffi n rises from prosecutor to 

state attorney, while Margot develops a drinking 

problem that leads to many rehabs and fi nally a di-

vorce from Griffi n, who gets custody of their sons. 

Claire and Griffi n eventually come face to face at 

a cocktail party. Serendipity? Claire thinks so. She 

tells him she is separated from Dane and fi led for  

divorce. No surprise, Chase and Claire soon marry. 

Dreamy honeymoon, back to the Connecticut coast 

and the Griffi n mansion where he sets up artist 

Claire with her own studio on the grounds overlook-

ing the Long Island Sound. Life in paradise, right? 

Wrong.

It doesn’t take long for Claire to fi nd out how 

controlling Griffi n can be, and how his every word 

is law and must be agreed with and obeyed. Both 

mental and physical abuse are his way of control-

ling Claire. But in public, Griffi n is smooth as silk: 

a great actor making everyone believe he is hanging 

on their every word.

Now, Griffi n is running for governor. His two 

grown sons and close neighbors in their posh neigh-

borhood are behind him. Claire has to present the 

picture of marital bliss before the cameras. What 

else can she do?

Claire’s artistic talent is making shadow box-

es out of materials found on the beach and in the 

woods around their home. An upcoming show is 

planned at the Woodward-Lathrop Gallery, owned 

by friend Kate Woodward.

The evening of the show, Claire is MIA. It’s not 

like her to be late for anything.

Worried something has happened, Kate sends 

her boyfriend, Conor, a detective with Connecticut 

State Police, to check on her. Griffi n, who has come 

early and alone, insists on going back 

with him. At the house, they fi nd the 

garage door open…lots of blood all over, 

but no Claire. An obvious struggle. Did 

the killers take the dead body away? 

Or maybe they’re keeping her for ran-

som? No call has been received. Griffi n 

is heartbroken…really?

Part of the story is told in Claire’s 

own voice. She reminisces about her 

own upbringing, her naiveté in wor-

shipping Griffi n and her awe at his 

hard line prosecuting the bad guys. It 

doesn’t take long for that hero worship 

to fl y out the window.

Claire starts thinking about the oth-

er women in Griffi n’s life before her: 

Why did Margot become an alcoholic? 

Maybe she was driven to it. And what 

about two of Griffi n’s girlfriends before 

Margot? Both died, and both were declared accident 

or suicide. Was there more to their stories?

This is a psychological thriller that makes your 

skin crawl. Family secrets have a way of coming 

out, sooner or later, especially when someone like 

Claire has had enough and decides to fi ght back 

her own way. She can’t go to the police. They have 

made it clear they are behind Griffi n all the way to 

the statehouse. What about Conor and his brother, 

Tim? They seem OK, but…she can’t take a chance 

they might be on Griffi n’s team, too — so she stays 

in hiding.

Shadow boxes can be lovely, but they also can be 

revealing. Maybe Griffi n doesn’t want anyone at the 

gallery to see this latest one, named “Fingerbone,” 

because like all her work, this one tells a story best 

left unsaid.

What other dark secrets does the Chase fam-

ily hide? And what about the neighbors in this old 

money area who treat the Chase family as royalty? 

Perhaps the beautiful mansions of Catamount Bluff 

hide some dirty dealings.

An engaging read, worth every bit of two enthu-

siastic thumbs up!

Till next time, happy reading!
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers.................219.728.7295

Katie Boscaccy............219.929.8875

Judi Donaldson ...........219.879.1411

Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164

Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951

Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis...219.805.6754

Kaileyne Krask .............219.851.7290

Karrie McCorkel ..........219.898.1009

Daiva Mockaitis ...........219.670.0982

Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967

Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920

Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324

Jack Zahrndt................219.873.4377

To see more of this listing, please visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

2404 SHOREWOOD DRIVE
LONG BEACH, IN

5 BED / 4.1 BATH • 4,742 SF

405 E COOLSPRING AVENUE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

4 BED / 3 BATH • 3,671 SF 

523 E LAKE FRONT DRIVE
BEVERLY SHORES, IN

4 BED / 3.1 BATH • 3,214 SF

304 NORTHBROOK DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

4 BED / 2 BATH • 2,500 SF 

UNDER
CONTRACT! JUST SOLD!



April 22, 2021Page 40
THE



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


