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The Next Chapter Begins
by Andrew Tallackson

Carolyn Watson is moved after hearing a proclamation naming Nov. 13, 2021, 
as “Dr. Carolyn Watson Day” in LaPorte. All photos by Bob Wellinski.

“Good evening La-
Porte. I am Carolyn 
Watson, and I am your 
new music director.”

A simple greeting 
met with rapturous ap-
plause for a great many 
reasons.

A new conductor, a 
new era for LaPorte 
County Symphony Or-
chestra.

The fi rst woman to 
hold the post.

A symbol of renewal, 
of forging ahead after the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

But what Watson 
and her musicians had 
in store Nov. 13 to kick 
off the 49th season, a 
program titled “A Jazzy 
American Salute!,” 
would be the proverbial 
icing on the cake.

The Tuesday before-
hand, it’s interesting 
to note, Watson led re-
hearsal in Kesling Mid-
dle School’s band room. 
First on the agenda, 
Kevin Day’s “Light-
speed (Fanfare for Or-
chestra).” Not only 
would LCSO tackle the 
new piece, but the com-
poser, himself, would be 
present at the concert. 

Imposing, you might 
say. During a fi rst crack 
at the piece, the result 
felt a bit tentative, the 

musicians not quite in 
their comfort zones yet. 
No condescension nor 
derision, though, from 
Watson. She knew how 
to cull from her talent 
the desired effect. Her 
guidance was clear. Di-
rect. Insightful.

Fifteen minutes later, 
“Lightspeed” resembled 
a different piece alto-
gether. Bolder. More 
confi dent. At the Nov. 
13 concert, it sounded 
ready for a studio re-
cording. Day, a genial 
fellow pursuing his Doc-
tor of Musical Arts in 
composition at the Uni-
versity of Miami Frost 
School of Music, was all 
smiles when LaPorte 
Civic Auditorium ex-
ploded with a wow of a 
reaction. Watson, her-
self, appeared elated.

And with that, a 
simple truth revealed 
itself. For an orches-
tra that pushed itself 
further with each new 
conductor candidate, 
a process elongated by 
the pandemic, there 
was no question the 
right person was at the 
helm. The symphony, 
on the night of Nov. 13, 
sounded the best it has 
in years.

Continued on Page 2
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That LCSO arrived at this moment was 
a triumph in and of itself. Before anyone 
even remotely knew what a “coronavirus” 
was, symphony staff aimed to wrap the 

“Bravo, Maestro!” conductor search before summer 
2020. Already under their belt were Russell Ger, 
Maria Mercedes Garcia Diaz and Alexander Platt. 
In November 2019, Watson kicked off the fi nal three 
contenders, with Wilbur Lin tapped for March 2020 
and Christopher Fashun for May 2020.

That, obviously, didn’t go down as planned. March 
13, 2020, saw everyone burrow into self-isolation 
because of COVID-19. If you were not acquainted 
with the term “social distancing,” you were now.

The Next Chapter Continued from Page 1

Guest clarinetist Petar Smilev wows the audience, and Carolyn Watson, at the conclusion of Artie Shaw’s “Concerto for Clarinet.”

Many symphonies responded by shuttering their 
doors. LCSO, however, reinvented itself through 
virtual programming. And it worked. Eventually, by 
taking safety precautions, LCSO wrapped the “Bra-
vo, Maestro!” series with turns by Fashun and Lin.

LCSO Executive Director Tim King and Interim 
Music Director Chuck Steck admit they had a good 
feeling about Watson.

“I knew she would be a contender when I fi rst 
began corresponding back in 2019,” King told The 
Beacher. “She truly did win over the musicians and 
the audience during the search process. She is or-
ganized, fast acting, responsive, musically assured 
and has a wonderful way of translating her love 
of the music to our musicians and the audience. I 
think we are in for some great seasons ahead!”

Steck echoed those sentiments.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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“Carolyn Watson brings to our community a tre-
mendous love and knowledge of music, and she 
communicates this with such great, amazing pas-
sion,” he said. “She has an energy that is absolutely 
overfl owing. It is a great privilege and a joy to have 
her with us now.”

Steck was the glue, the bond between musicians 
and guest conductors. Serving as interim music di-
rector, he says, was an honor.

“The last three years have been an amazing time, 
in spite of so many challenges, especially with CO-
VID-19,” he said. “We have seen some incredibly 
talented conductors lead our orchestra, each gifted 
in great, yet diverse ways, each helping our orches-
tra grow.”

Watson told The Beacher she felt confi dent after 
her test run with LCSO, but by no means convinced  
the position was hers.

“Honestly, I was quite blown away by that par-
ticular performance, from when I met the orchestra 
earlier in the week and the level we got to at the 
performance,” she said.

“You can feel when something is a good fi t and 
when something clicks, and when it’s a hit with the 
audience, and I felt all those things on that occa-
sion. By the end of the week, I was thinking, I would 
really like this position. It would be a good fi t.”

❑

Anative of Sydney, Australia, Watson’s re-
sume speaks for itself.  Her conducting as-
signments have included the Brandenburg 
Symphony, BBC Concert Orchestra, North 

Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, Kodály Philhar-
monic, Savaria Symphony Orchestra, Budapest Op-
eretta Theatre, Bulgarian State Opera Bourgas and 
St. Petersburg Chamber Philharmonic in Russia.

In 2017, she was one of six conductors selected for 
the Dallas Opera Institute for Women Conductors. In 
2012, she was a major prize winner at the Emmerich 
Kálmán International Operetta Conducting Competi-

Composer Kevin Day speaks to the audience about his composition, 
“Lightspeed (Fanfare for Orchestra).”

Continued on Page 4

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS

CHRISTMAS  EVE

NEW YEARS EVE

NEW YEARS DAY
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tion in Budapest. Back in 2009, she was a resident 
at the Israeli National Opera, and received the Brian 
Stacey Award for emerging Australian conductors.

She received a doctorate in performance from the 
University of Sydney, was assistant conductor for 
the inaugural Australian World Orchestra concert 
season and associate conductor of the Tasmania 
Discovery Orchestra. Today, she’s also the director 
of orchestral studies at The University of Kansas in 
Lawrence, Kan.

None of this, mind you, means she considered the 
LCSO post in the bag. 

“You never know. The search is not over until it’s 
over,” she said. “I had a feeling that I was one of 
the leading candidates. Tim (King) was quite can-
did about things, about what he really liked about 
it, that I would be a good fi t. But just because one 
person says something does not mean it’s indicative 
of what everyone else thinks.

“I was excited, but also totally humbled and 
grateful because, obviously, there is a lot of hope and 
trust and responsibility when you assume a leader-
ship position, especially one after the pandemic.”

The Next Chapter Continued from Page 3
hold up their instru-
ment, or their bows, 
do individual dem-
onstrations, show 
certain techniques. 
They were an impor-
tant partner in the 
process.”

Beacher readers, 
know that I hesitat-
ed at asking Watson 
about being LCSO’s 
fi rst female conduc-
tor. It felt sexist, to 
be honest. A question 
from the Stone Age of 
journalism. But the truth is, we live in the #metoo 
era, and when change arrives for the right reasons, 
it is cause for celebration. 

Watson took the inquiry in stride.
“I’m often asked that question. I have some col-

leagues who refuse to speak to that issue. I don’t 
have that visceral kind of reaction,” she said. “It is 
very true that women are underrepresented. The 
statistics are between 5 and 10 percent, and it’s 
something I have become astutely aware of, having 
progressed in the profession.

“We are talking about it, yes. It’s a fact of life, and 
I would like to be part of the change. I think there 
has been a change since I began conducting...there 
is greater awareness.

“But more importantly,” she continued, “I would 
like to do something about this, to be a powerful 
advocate and role model for younger aspiring fe-
male conductors and various groups I am associated 
with.”

What enraptured the audience at Watson’s offi cial 
LCSO debut was her engaging personality, and how 
wonderful the symphony sounded. How alive it felt. 
An evening to savor, from the virtuoso guest per-
formance by clarinetist Petar Smilev to the haunt-
ing performance of William Grant Still’s “Symphony 
No. 1 (Afro-American Symphony) that brought the 
concert to a stirring close.

Everything was in place for the next chapter in 
LCSO’s history. And Watson was thrilled to be there.

“I am most looking forward to getting to know the 
members of the community, the orchestra, and I’m 
obviously excited to spend some time and develop 
the orchestra itself,” she said. “There is enormous 
potential there. I really felt that when I auditioned. 
From where we started in the beginning of the week 
and where we got to was really impressive.

“I’m excited about the possibilities for the future, 
and about planning for the 50th anniversary next 
year and what that might look like, and presenting 
good music written by a real variety of people.”

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Observing COVID-19 protocols 
remains a priority for LCSO.

Watson, however, dove right in, assuming con-
ducting duties for the Oct. 13 Drayton Family Chil-
dren’s Concert, which is seen by thousands of local 
school children. The performances, for Watson, were 
baptism by fi re.

“It was a little bit of a whirlwind,” she said. “One 
rehearsal and a really intense morning of three 
back-to-back concerts, but I think it was high-oc-
tane energy, lots of fun.

“Those concerts are potentially easy for orches-
tra members to switch off, what with the repetition 
of the concerts, or maybe not as exciting as a full-
length program, but I tried to make it as much fun 
for them as possible.

“They were quite involved in the educational as-
pect of those concerts,” she continued. “It wasn’t 
just like, piece, conductor talk, piece. I had a narra-
tive where I introduced certain members of the or-
chestra who would be playing a solo, and have them 

Carolyn Watson brought out 
the best in LCSO during the 

Nov. 13 performance.
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We’re proud to feature Boar’s Head

premium meats and cheeses in our party trays.

Salvation Army 
“Stuff A Sleigh” 
Food Drive This 
Saturday, Dec. 4

at all Al’s stores, 10 am - 3 pm

Check out all our crowd-pleasing options
in elegant party platters available from
our delicatessen. We use Boar’s Head
quality products for the best taste you
can offer your guests, but if you have 
other brands in mind for your tray, we’ll
be happy to customize according to your
wishes, for an additional fee. Let’s talk!

KARWICK PLAZA     879-4671    Open Daily 7 am - 9 pm alssupermarkets.com

Promotional
Consideration  
Courtesy of:

Club SSandwich TTrayFruit && CCheese TTray

Croissant TTray

Julienne CCheese  TTray

JORDAN GALLAS
jordangallas@atproperties.com

219.861.3659

mailto:jordangallas@atproperties.com
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DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising 

in the Dining Guide?
Call us today at 
(219) 879-0088

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP! • NON-SMOKING ENVIRONMENT
NOW SERVING LIQUOR & CRAFT COCKTAILS

124 W. 4th St. • (219) 879-9956 • www.ritzklub.com 

SAME TRADITIONAL 
BURGERS & REUBENS

NEW MODERN PUB FARE ITEMS
NOW FAMILY FRIENDLY UNTIL 

8:30PM 

SIXTEEN DRAFT BEERS
EXTENSIVE CRAFT, 
GERMAN IMPORT & 

DOMESTIC BEER SELECTION
DRAFT, BOTTLES & CANS  

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

THURSDAY
COMFORT FOOD

ALL DAY

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More

@bartlettsfishcamp

LIVE MUSIC
THIS !
 Wed.-Thurs. open 3pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am. 

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

St. John’s Jubilee Ensemble
The St. John’s Jubilee Ensemble will present 

“Christmas, Cocoa and Cookery” at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 5, in the Trinity Lutheran Church Fellowship 
Hall, 907 Michigan Ave., LaPorte.

The program will feature a free community meal 
of crockpot soups, cocoa and cookies, with choir se-
lections by the Jubilee Ensemble, two short Gospel 
skits (with possible audience participation) and 
Christmas carols.  

Weather permitting, audience members can join 
the ensemble for caroling outdoors along Michigan 
Avenue after the program.

Noon Time Talk Series
The Noon Time Talk Series continues, focus-

ing on the 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional, at 12:20 
p.m. EDT Thursday, Dec. 2, at Midwest Museum of 
American Art, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart.

The speaker is Susan Henshaw, Union Pier, 
Mich., who, with her husband, Mark, has partici-
pated as Purchase Award Patrons for the past few 
years. This year, she joined the ranks of accepted 
artists in the show. She will discuss her new paint-
ings featuring images of birds.

Admission is $5. Members are free. Call (574) 
293-6660 for details.

http://www.ritzklub.com
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52214 MAIN DRIVE
Grand Beach, Michigan
6 BEDROOMS/6.5 BATHS

$2,150,000

4131 CHEROKEE DRIVE
Michiana, Michigan

6 BEDROOMS/5.5 BATHS
$1,875,000

3901 LAKE SHORE DRVE
Michiana, Michigan

3 LOTS/120 FEET OF LAKEFRONT VIEWS
$1,225,000

2509 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Long Beach, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS
$889,000

118 KRUEGER AVENUE
Michigan City, Indiana
4 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS

$879,000

206 HILLTOP AVENUE
Michigan City, Indiana
4 BEDROOMS/5 BATHS

$859,000

39 SHORE DRIVE
Ogden Dunes, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS/2.5 BATHS
$665,000

110 FOGARTY STREET
Michigan City, Indiana
4 BEDROOMS/3 BATHS

$524,999

1405 INDIANA AVENUE
LaPorte, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS/3.5 BATHS
$425,000

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME
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If you wish to have names printed in the News Dispatch, please 
complete this form and mail or return by  to 
Franciscan Health, 3500 Franciscan Way, Michigan City, IN 46360.

Make checks payable to 

In Honor (Living)

Love Lights Name(s) Adult Child Pet Adult Child

In Memory

Pet

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND FILL IN THE APPROPRIATE SECTION COMPLETELY

Your Name (Donor) _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________ City/State/Zip_______________________Daytime Telephone Number _____________

Do you want the following name(s) published in our “Love Lights” Tree Presentation which will appear in the Michigan City News 
Dispatch on a Sunday before Christmas?
Yes_____   No_____

Please send blank acknowledgement cards:
Yes_____   # needed______   No_____

To honor a loved one, donations will be 

accepted at $3 per person. Proceeds will 

benefit Franciscan Health Michigan City’s 

mission and community outreach activities.

LOVE LIGHTSShine Again
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Discover what’s in store for YOU as you 
take it to the next level in high school!

Discover how you will save 

THOUSANDS of $$$$ on 

college through dual credit, 

AP, and Early College

Hear about our JROTC 

program, our in-school 

health clinic, and more!

# ONE CITY ONE PACK!

 TAKE A TOUR
MEET COUNSELORS & 

PRINCIPALS
LEARN ABOUT CLASSES, 
ATHLETICS, and CLUBS

Find out about our four “schools within a school”:
Honors College, Early College, Core Academy, and P.A.C.K. Academy

Get the scoop on Career & Technical Education and Graduation Pathways

PLUS: Information on the “Michigan City Promise” Scholarship

District Offi  ce for Title I Services

So much to 
howl about!

Calling all 8th graders and families: Public, private, charter, and homeschoolers!

Th ursday, December 2

5:00 p.m.

Michigan City High School
8466 W. Pahs Road

Wolf
Pack
Roundup!Roundup!

Attention, Athletes!Meet coaches for all teams at Wolfpack Round Up and get info on playing sports in high school!h school!

Michigan City High School
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219.879.2822
Michigan City, IN

Mon – Sat 
10am-4pm (CST)
Closed SundayThe Store

Buy/Sell LIONEL

Let’s put a train around your tree!

ALPINE
T   R   E   E      S   E   R    V   I   C   E

10% Discount
Through December 31

• Tree Removal • Land Clearing • Crane Service

Fall is Here, Winter’s Just  
Around the Corner

Now is the Perfect Time to Call Us!

Fully Insured
24-Hour Emergency Service

(219) 369-7299

LaPorte Little Theatre Club

LaPorte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St., will celebrate the holidays with 
the musical revue “Miracle on 3rd and A Street” on Dec. 3-5 and 10-12. 
Director Susie Richter leads the cast that will perform contemporary and 

classic music, including solos, duets and skits. Times are 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 3, 4 and 10 and 2 p.m. Dec. 5, 10 and 11. Tickets cost $17 
for adults, $16 for seniors 55+ and $13 for students with valid ID.
Reservations can be made at www.laportelittletheatreclub.com

Holiday Art Fair at the Museum
The 2021 Holiday Art Fair at the Museum, which 

features local artisans, is from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 4, at LaPorte County Historical Society 
Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

Museum admission is free, with cookies and hot 
cocoa served in the meeting room. 

Artists include:

• Land of Lakes Art Alliance and Michigan City Art 
League.

• Mona Coalter Art, functional and decorative 
ceramics.

• Jim Kaur, honey and beeswax candles.

• Michele Pytel, fl uid and abstract paintings.

• Sandra Terry.

• 204 Candle Company.

Email info@laportecountyhistory.org or call (219) 
324-6767 for more details.

Bridgman Public Library
Bridgman Public Library will host the Zoom pro-

gram “Estate Planning with Bill Westerbeke” at 6 
p.m. EST Tuesday, Dec. 7. The Zoom link is avail-
able at www.bridgmanlibrary.com

http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
mailto:info@laportecountyhistory.org
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
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JOE STACK 
(630) 936-2844
jstack@daprileproperties.com
jstackproperties.com

• Architect’s schematic, home design, and rendering
• Design site sections with elevations
• Approved septic system design
• Topographical survey

3415  IROQUOIS  TRL ,  MICHIGAN C IT Y,  IN  $265 ,000

3514  CALUMET  TRL .  MICHIGAN C IT Y,  IN  $775 ,000

• Land and approved building plot survey
• Approved soil test
• LaPorte County Health Department onsite septic approval
• Duneland Beach Homeowner’s Association building approval

Build your dream home in Duneland Beach steps away from Stop 34 and its beautiful private beaches. 
This pristine wooded parcel is one of the few remaining buildable lots in the desirable Duneland Beach Community.

Don’t miss out on this immaculate, quality built Duneland Beach home. Room for everyone in the 2,433 square foot home. 
This home has four bedrooms, three bathrooms, and is just a short walk to Stop 35 Beach. This home features a large eat-in kitchen, 
awesome screened-in porch, walk-out lower level, and several fantastic outdoor living spaces including a spacious deck right off the 

family room. Countless updates in this well-cared-for home include a new roof, new windows, new primary bedroom suite,
new furnace, and beautiful landscaping. Only a short stroll to local restaurants, tennis courts, and the park.

mailto:jstack@daprileproperties.com
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for over 50 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

New Location! 

JROTC Supports Salvation Army

Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Junior Reserve Offi cer Train-
ing Corps was up early Nov. 20 to assist the Michigan City chapter of the 
Marine Corps League with The Salvation Army’s bell-ringing campaign. 
Up next is a military drill meet Dec. 4 in the school gym. Free and open 
to the public, judges hail from the University of Notre Dame ROTC. The 

meet is a precursor to the regional competition at Purdue University West 
Lafayette. The winner of that meet is fully funded by the Marine Corps to 

compete in the national championship n Daytona Beach, Fla.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Battle of the Dunes Walk from 10:30 a.m.-
noon Saturday, Dec. 4.

The Battle of Le Petit Fort, while marked by his-
toric signs and briefl y mentioned in local histories, 
remains a mysterious part of the Indiana Dunes 
story. Meet a naturalist at the Nature Center to 
begin an easy 1.5-mile history walk. The program 
moves inside if the weather is poor.

• South Shore Line: The Way to the Dunes 
on Thursday, Dec. 9.

The Midwest Rail Rangers, a partner with In-
diana Dunes State Park, will present an on-board 
educational program that includes Indiana Dunes 
State Park. The eastbound program is on South 
Shore Train 503. It departs Chicago-Millennium 
Station at 8:40 a.m., with a stop at Dune Park at 
10:04 a.m. and arriving at South Bend-Airport Sta-
tion at 12:10 p.m. EDT. The westbound South Shore 
program is on Train 506. It departs South Bend-Air-
port Station at 1:05 p.m. EDT, with a stop at Dune 
Park at 1:15 p.m. and arriving at Chicago-Millenni-
um Station at 2:39 p.m. Seating is on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. Look for the car with yellow signs 
on the inside (normally towards the middle of the 
train). No reservations are needed. A regular train 
ticket is required.

❑

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chester-
ton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs or 
for more information.

Indiana Dunes National Park
• Drop-In Volunteer Program from 10 a.m.-4 

p.m. weekdays through Dec. 3.
Projects focus on preserving the park’s natural 

and cultural resources. Dress for the weather. All 
equipment and protective gear, including gloves 
and eye protection, will be provided. Meet at The 
Park Connection volunteer offi ce, which is adjacent 
to the main Chellberg Farm parking lot.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Festival of Lights Celebration
Michigan City’s 2021 Festival of Lights Celebra-

tion is Saturday, Dec. 4.
The Snowfl ake Parade is at 4 p.m. from Ninth 

to Fourth streets. The Christmas tree-lighting cer-
emony is after the parade at Michigan City Public 
Library, 100 E. Fourth St. The Festival of Lights 
Celebration is from 6-10 p.m. at Michigan City Se-
nior Center in Washington Park.

http://www.nps.gov/indu
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Kevin Murphy Products

Suzy Vance Exhibit 
Area Artists Association member Suzy Vance 

will showcase her photos with accompanying hai-
ku through Dec. 31 in 
the small NIPSCO Art 
Education Studio at Lu-
beznik Center for the 
Arts.

Raised in the Mid-
west, Vance lives and 
creates in the Indi-
ana Dunes. She is a 
multi-media artist who 
“paints” using animal 
and other fi bers, and 
pairs photographs with 
haiku, creating works 
honoring the environ-
ment, Earth, the heav-
ens and nature. She is a 
retired lawyer and a practicing artist, life coach and 
workshop facilitator.

The LCA is located at 101 W. Second St. Visit 
www.lubeznikcenter.org for more details.

A nature-inspired photo 
by Suzy Vance.

Christmas at Copshaholm 
“Christmas at Copshaholm” will feature self-

guided tours of the 38-room Oliver Mansion, deco-
rated for the holidays, from 4-8 p.m. EST Thursday-
Sunday, Dec. 2-5.

More than 10 Christmas trees are on all three 
fl oors, along with festooned fi replace mantels and 
tabletops with Yuletide décor. Visitors can hear holi-
day musical selections, and participate in an “Elf on 
the Shelf” scavenger hunt.  

Masks are required. Tickets cost $20, or $15 for 
members. Reservations are recommended at www.
historymuseumSB.org or by calling (574) 235-9664. 

The 12,000-square-foot mansion, now part of The 
History Museum, is located at 808 W. Washington 
St. in South Bend. The J.D. Oliver family named it 
Copshaholm when they moved in New Year’s Day 
in 1897.

Three Oaks DAR Aids Project
The National Society Daughters of the American 

Revolution, Three Oaks Rebecca Dewey Chapter, 
will assist a Wreaths Across America ceremony at 
Fort Custer National Cemetery, Augusta, Mich.

The program, which is at noon EST Thursday, 
Dec. 18, will involve placing wreaths at veterans’ 
graves. Anyone who wants to help can sponsor re-
membrance wreaths, volunteer or invite family and 
friends to attend.

Visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/M10171P 
for more details.

http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/M10171P


December 2, 2021 Page 15
THE



December 2, 2021Page 16
THE

Leave it to Lin-Manuel Miranda, Broadway’s 
most innovative talent, to choose as his directorial 
debut another innovative playwright’s debut that 
defi es all convention.

“tick, tick...BOOM!,” the late Jonathan Larson’s 
semi-autobiographical work that preceded his Pulit-
zer Prize-winning “Rent,” may be the most meta of 
all musicals. It comments on itself, on its creator, on 
musicals, on Broadway and the more traditional ele-
ments of musical theater, such as youth, love and loss.

Larson, who died of a brain aneurysm the night 
“Rent” opened, was an inspiration to Miranda (“In 
the Heights,” “Hamilton”) because he was proof rock 
music deserved a place on Broadway, that it could 
propel a story much in the way a Rodgers & Ham-
merstein song amplifi ed character and emotion.

I haven’t seen Larson’s stage play, but in this Net-
fl ix adaptation, Miranda proves he is just as bold 
behind the camera as he is on stage. “tick, tick...
BOOM!” shoves our expectations out the door for 
musicals.

For all its lofty ambition, what Larson was ex-
ploring was his own anxiety about the legacy he 
hoped to create for himself. Just shy of turning 30, 
he had yet to create a theatrical masterwork like his 
idol, Stephen Sondheim (embodied here by Bradley 

Whitford). He can feel the internal clock ticking – 
hence, the play’s title – even as he’s about to enter 
the workshop phase for a science-fi ction piece called 
“Superbia.” His inner circle, wrestling with similar 
fears, opts for safer outlets. Like his best friend, Mi-
chael (Robin de Jesús), a struggling actor who slips 
into marketing. Or his girlfriend, Susan (Alexandra 
Shipp), whose exciting job prospect could take her 
elsewhere.

The wraparound story of “tick, tick...BOOM!” in-
volves Larson performing his play in 1992 at New 
York Theatre Workshop, where many new works 
had their start. The set, apparently recreated with 
painstaking detail, is beautifully lit and shot by Mi-
randa. It has the feel of live theater in ways few 
movies achieve. And the fi rst song (“30/90”) offers 
a hint of the revelatory performance from Andrew 
Garfi eld as Larson.

I could never fi gure this guy out. There was so 
much buzz about him with “The Social Network” 

“tick, tick...BOOM!” is a Burst 
of Ingenious Storytelling

by Andrew Tallackson

Andrew Garfi eld stars as the late Broadway 
composer Jonathan Larson in“tick, tick...BOOM!”

★ ★ ★ ★
“tick, tick...BOOM!”

Running time: 115 minutes. Netflix. Rated PG-13 for some 

strong language, some suggestive material and drug references
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and those unnecessary “Spider-Man” reboots. As an 
actor, he always appeared pained. Aloof. He never 
wowed you.

Garfi eld wows you here.
With Miranda at the helm, he seems reinvigorat-

ed. It’s like watching an entirely different actor. Not 
just the singing and the performing, but the vital-
ity, the joy, he brings to Larson. His take on him is 
that of a lit fuse. All that creative spark, yet no ideal 
outlet for it. Garfi eld takes you inside Larson’s mind 
– anxiety, frustration, inspiration – and channels it 
into his body language, where he’s always moving. 
And with Miranda rapidly editing the images, alter-
nating between performance, fantasy and reality, 
the movie captures the sensation of a creative tal-
ent on the brink of genius. A frenzied quest toward 
validation. A dream realized.

You can see in “tick, tick...BOOM!” the origins of 
“Rent.” Of 20-somethings struggling to make ends 
meet. The elusive nature of love. And in Michael, a 
young gay man staring his own mortality in the face 
after an HIV diagnosis. There also are killer songs. 
Like “Johnny Can’t Decide” and the striking fan-
tasy diner sequence “Sunday” that features a who’s 
who of Broadway legends.

Judith Light brings some kick to the fi lm as Lar-
son’s eccentric agent Rosa, while “High School Mu-
sical” veteran Vanessa Hudgens is surprisingly po-
tent as Karessa Johnson, a cast member in Larson’s 
new production. She brings a bold, mature presence 
to the fi lm.

The hype surrounding “tick, tick...BOOM!” is that 
Garfi eld will secure a Best Actor nomination. That 
seems a given. Miranda, though, deserves a nod or 
two for what he achieves. Every time you think he 
can’t surprise you any more, especially after “Hamil-
ton,” he still has another trick or two up his sleeves.

“tick, tick...BOOM!” is one of them.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

Vanessa Hudgens is strong as a cast member in Larson’s new show.

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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It is hard to believe I really got going 
in real estate in the spring of 1981 
after getting my license in 1980. The 
National Association of Realtors® just 
put out a summary of how the national 
market of 1981 compares to 2021 in 
terms of what buyers and sellers look 
like today versus 1981. Some of the 
changes surprised me.

In 1981, 76% of buyers bought a 
single-family home. In 2021, 82% 
bought a single-family home. With 
so many condos, coops, etc., I would 
have predicted a trend in the opposite 
direction. People still want to own 
some dirt.

In 1981, 82% of buyers used an agent. 
In 2021, 87% used an agent. Again, 
a surprise based on all the options 
developed recently.

Here is another surprise. In 1981, the 
average age of a repeat buyer was 
36. In 2021, the age went way up to 
56. Empty nesters want a new home 
today whereas they stayed in place 
after kids left in 1981?

buyers was 29, while this year the 
average is 33. Student debt and higher 
prices likely explain this.

The typical down payment was 20% 
in 1981. Interest rates were 12% as I 
remember. In 2021, the average down 
payment is 13%. Rates are 3.5%, with 

use your cash to buy the other items 
that cost so much more. And house 
prices are jumping. 

Some expected changes are that 
married couples are down 13% 
(from 73% to 60%) in market share. 

most surprising is that single female 
purchasers are up from 11% to 19%.  
You go ladies!

CHANGES FROM 
1981 TO 2021

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
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My fear when the trailer dropped for “King Rich-
ard” was that it would be a cuddly Disney movie. The 
complex story of tennis greats Venus and Serena Wil-
liams reduced to bland American underdog uplift.

What a relief to be proven wrong.
By telling the story of the Williams sisters through 

the eyes of their father, a man far from saintly, “King 
Richard” is a rich, intelligent, complicated, moving 
look at the tricky dynamics within one family. And 
yes, Will Smith has a lock on a Best Actor nomina-
tion as Richard, but don’t count out Aunjanue Ellis, 
who does the best work of her career as the girls’ 
mother, Oracene “Brandy” Price.

In theaters and streaming on HBO Max, “King 
Richard” does not indicate what year it begins, but 
it’s before the Rodney King incident so likely the 
late 1980s/early 1990s. The Williams family, living 
in Compton, Calif., is a blend of his daughters, Ve-
nus (Saniyya Sidney) and Serena (Demi Singleton), 
and three step-daughters through Brandy. We are 
struck by how all fi ve girls exist as a single unit. 
So much joy among them. Always together, always 
laughing, giggling. Supportive at every turn of Ve-
nus and Serena.

Richard and Brandy both play a role in training 
the girls in tennis, but Richard is the most vigorous. 

Practice at all hours of the day. In-your-face instruc-
tion, but the girls don’t seem to mind. In fact, they 
thrive off it.

The movie charts Richard’s unwavering per-
sistence in securing professional training for his 
daughters. First up is Paul Cohen (Tony Goldwyn), 
then famed coach Rick Macci (Jon Bernthal), who 
butts heads with Richard at every turn over how, 
and when, the girls should turn pro. Bernthal, yet 
again proving there is life after “The Walking Dead,” 
achieves the right balance of awe and exasperation 
during Rick’s scenes with Richard.

We know that Smith, with two Oscar nomina-
tions under his belt — one for “Ali” (2001), the sec-
ond for “The Pursuit of Happyness” (2006) — can 
handle the big scenes of Richard in Papa Bear mode. 
What surprises you is how he dares to make Rich-
ard aggravating. At times, unlikable. Richard is an 
emotional steamroller. He plows through people, 

“King Richard” is One of the Year’s Best Films
by Andrew Tallackson

Will Smith stars as the father of tennis greats Venus and Serena Williams in “King Richard.”

★ ★ ★ ★
“King Richard”

Running time: 144 minutes. In theaters, HBO Max. 

Rated PG-13 some violence, strong language, 

a sexual reference and brief drug references
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and their demands, as if he’s not 
even listening. Much of the time, 
yes, he’s looking out for his girls. 
But through the damaged lay-
ers Smith invests in Richard, we 
suspect it’s his own demons, even 
ego, that propel his behavior.

And that is where Ellis steps 
in as Brandy. The actress has 
done everything from fi lm (“Ray,” 
“The Help”) to television (HBO’s 
“Lovecraft Country), but this is 
the standout. Brandy sees right 
through Richard, and she calls 
him out on it. Cuts through the 
BS and puts him in his place. 
Ellis is ferocious. Brandy lays it 
down for Richard, delivers ulti-
matums, and he takes it because, 
deep down, he knows she’s right. If Ellis doesn’t 
score an acting nomination, then something has 
gone wrong.

Zach Baylin’s screenplay knows these people with 
grit. It’s not enough to simply depict Richard as dif-
fi cult. We need to know why, and Baylin gives it to 
us in scenes, carried out by Smith with enormous 
restraint, that reveal how being victimized by rac-
ism can chart the course for a parent in relation to 
his own children.

“King Richard” does not end how we suspect it 
will. It plays fair with the reality of pressure within 
the tennis world, of being a child in a fi ercely com-
petitive sport. What moves us is how we’ve spent 
time with this family, taken the same journey with 
them, and by the end, they are not the same people. 
Better, and for the right reasons. And told in a mov-
ie that is one of the year’s best.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Aunjanue Ellis, as Oracene “Brandy” Price, is just as Oscar worthy as Will Smith.
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Eyes on the Forest

Chikaming Open Lands has supplied 15 Burr 
Oak and Shagbark Hickory trees to plant in New 
Buffalo Elementary School’s Monarch Prairie.

In time, the prairie will become an oak savanna: 
a native Southwest Michigan prairie community. 
Ryan Postema, Chikaming Open Lands executive 
director, dropped off the potted trees Nov. 2.

Harbor Country Hikers has been leading weekly 
hikes for after-school students (BASE) for several 
years. This involves third- through fi fth-graders.

The BASE hikers and several HCH members 
hiked from the Nature Nook to the prairie and 
planted them after school. They then tagged the 
trees and marked them with posts. 

The trees also will be submitted to Eyes on the 
Forest, a Michigan State University project that re-
lies on volunteers to monitor sentinel trees across 
the state for signs of invasive forest pests.

All photos provided
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Having rewatched “Ghostbusters” a few weeks 
back, I am convinced the 1984 comedy was a happy 
accident. Director Ivan Reitman wasn’t quite sure 
what he was doing. Filming began without a fi n-
ished script. The special-effects crew winged it. But 
somehow, the stars aligned, with all the right play-
ers in place. The result felt effortless. Like it was 
meant to be from the start.

Now, 37 years later, we have “Ghostbusters: Af-
terlife,” directed and co-written by Reitman’s son, 
Jason (“Juno,” “Up in the Air”). It does not feel ef-
fortless. You can feel the wheels grinding as fan 
service, as nostalgia, as special-effects comedy, as 
lump-in-the-throat sentiment. But for all the at-
tempts to have lightning strike twice, from the for-
gettable 1989 sequel to the unfairly maligned la-
dies reboot (2016), this is the one that counts. The 
laughs are not as full or generous, but the spirit of 
the original is alive and well. The movie has a soul.

“Afterlife” exists as an extension to the original, a 
sequel that fi gures out how to work Egon Spengler 
into the fold despite Harold Ramis’ passing in 2014. 
His character, concealed by lighting and shadows, 
is a recluse living in Summerville, Okla., when he 
is killed by the entity he’s been chasing. His will 
leaves a crumbling estate to his estranged daugh-
ter, Callie (Carrie Coon, “Gone Girl”), and her two 

children, Phoebe (Mckenna Grace, “Gifted”) and 
Trevor (“Stranger Things” star Finn Wolfhard).

The fi lm’s marketing would have you believe Ant-
Man himself, Paul Rudd, is the star. Not so. He’s 
basically a supporting player as a local teacher. The 
main character is Phoebe, and in Grace, “Afterlife” 
found a wonderful young actress. She creates a 
bookish outcast whose sharp brain, her willingness 
to consider the impossible, make her the reluctant 
hero. She also gets a dynamite sidekick: Logan Kim 
as Podcast, her camera-in-hand classmate. He is a 
natural. A comedic scene-stealer.

By having children as the driving force, the movie 
channels a “Stranger Things” vibe. Indeed, Reitman 
has great affection not just for his father’s movie, 
but also that period in ’80s pop culture when Steven 
Spielberg and Stephen King took over. When youth-
ful characters could thwart otherworldly threats, 
and movies experimented with every form of effects 
trickery in the book.

The movie looks like it could have been lifted from 

“Ghostbusters” Thrives Off Our Nostalgia for the Original
by Andrew Tallackson

Chasing after supernatural entities in a small Oklahoma town are (from left) Trevor (Finn Wolfhard), Phoebe (Mckenna Grace) 
and Podcast (Logan Kim) in “Ghostbusters: Afterlife.”

★ ★ ★
“Ghostbusters: Afterlife”
Running time: 124 minutes. Rated PG-13 for 

supernatural action and some suggestive references.
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the ’80s, while the score by Rob Simonsen (“Life 
of Pi”) works in Elmer Bernstein’s original themes.

“Afterlife” also takes a while to rev up. It juggles  
Phoebe’s family and its backstory, the dynamics 
within Summerville and the supernatural forces at 
work. As such, the story moves in fi ts and starts. 
The pace feels lumpy. And Coon, whose performance 
in HBO’s “The Leftovers” is a career high, has zero 
feel for comedy. The tone of the performance is all 
wrong: sour, unsympathetic.

The turning point, when everything clicks, is a 
chase where Phoebe and crew, in the old Ghost-
busters vehicle, follow a crafty, obese ghost. With 
the vehicle modifi ed so Phoebe can swivel outside 
with a retracting chair, the action, and comedy, re-
capture the giddy thrill, the innocence, of vintage 
Spielberg. The special effects don’t overwhelm the 
comedy. The balance is just right. It’s invigorating.

From there, “Afterlife” bounces along nicely, re-
viving supernatural entities linked to the original. 
My fear was that Reitman would show off, remind 
us how far visuals have come. Instead, he honors 
the light tone of his inspiration. And Rudd is always 
good for a laugh, especially early in the movie when, 
as the local science teacher, his idea of quality edu-
cation is showing his students “Cujo.”

The big fi nish of “Afterlife” is pure schmaltz. 
Reitman exploits our feelings of nostalgia for the 
original to where he wants you to laugh and cry. He 

doesn’t exactly succeed...but I did have a smile on 
my face. I wanted to laugh harder, but the sweet-
ness of the resolution won me over.

Reitman may be tempted to keep the franchise 
going after this. Best to quit, though, while he’s 
ahead. His fi lm is a welcome trip down memory 
lane. Anything else might be pushing his luck.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Paul Rudd has a supporting role as a local teacher who believes his 
students are telling the truth about ghostly sightings in town.

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

A light rain pelted the taxicab’s windows. Beyond 
the bulky Washington State ferry I had just vacated, 
a Swiss-cheese shaped mist shrouded the steel gray 
waters of Puget Sound. Thirty minutes earlier my 
longtime friend, Erika, had dropped me off at the 
ferry terminal on Bainbridge Island. She assured 
me catching a ferry and hailing a taxi on the other 
end in Seattle was the quickest route to the airport. 

I joined the crowd of passengers threading 
through the terminal’s exit passage. I trailed a 
woman, about my age, who was traveling alone, too. 
Like me, she had strapped her big purse on top of an 
unwieldy suitcase with wheels. 

When she glanced over at me, I asked, “Do you 
know where the taxi stand is located when we get 
out of the terminal?”

Her face eased into a smile, and she rattled off 
some simple directions. I followed her down the 
ramp. When we got outside the terminal, she turned 
and pointed to the taxi stand across the street. 

“Where are you headed?” she asked, her manner 
open and friendly like the locals I had encountered 
on Bainbridge Island.

I returned her smile. “To the airport,” I said.
“So am I. Do you want to share a taxi? It will cut 

the cost in half.”
“Sure. Sounds great.”
As we settled into our seats, we talked about 

where we were headed and what had brought us 
to Bainbridge Island. I explained about catching up 
with an old friend, and how my visit had coincided 
with her Book Club. 

“So, you’re an author. Are you someone I should 
know?” she asked.

I giggled nervously at the intrusiveness of my 
seatmate’s question. As a debut memoirist, at best I 
had a solid regional following. As to whether I was 

someone she should know? I shrugged. We fi lled the 
remaining minutes of our shared taxi ride with a 
brief discussion of my adoption search story. Curb-
side at the airport, she left me with a friendly good-
bye and a promise to check out my book online.

When I boarded the plane to Chicago, I thought 
about the conversation in the taxi. I still felt uncom-
fortable about having been put on the spot. A query 
such as, “Are you someone I should know?” forces 
the recipient into the role of proving their worth. As 
I fastened my seatbelt for takeoff, I recalled a time 
when I had considered voicing the exact question to 
a woman sitting next to me on an overseas fl ight. 

I smiled inwardly at the memory.
My husband and I had taken an overnight fl ight 

from the U.S. to Johannesburg. After a short lay-
over, we met up with members of our tour and 
boarded another plane to our fi nal destination: Cape 
Town, South Africa. My husband was assigned the 
seat across the aisle. A shaggy-haired, older blonde 
plopped down in the window seat adjacent to me.

In a faint British accent, the woman breathlessly 
explained she’d barely made our fl ight due to a late 
connection from the U.K. I laughed and commiser-
ated with her. Just like with the woman in Seattle, 
we dove into the business of trading small talk. 

“I really need this holiday,” the woman said. 
She continued. “After a messy divorce, I left the 

U.S. and retired to a small village outside London. 
I’ve basically been a hermit all this time while I put 
my life back in order. I’m fi nally ready to get back 
out in the world and get a fresh start.”

“Good for you,” I said, introducing myself.
She smiled back. “Nice to meet you. I’m Chris!”
For the next hour or so, neither of us slept. We 

chatted excitedly about our anticipation in tasting 
South African white wines and the lure of seeing the 
Big Five on safari. I told her about the escapades of 
my four children and shared the details of my lat-
est project: researching my closed adoption. To this 
stranger, I revealed my hope that the story would 
make a compelling tale and be published someday. 

In turn, Chris shared with me about her pas-
sion for music. She confi ded that she used to work 
in the music industry. Her ex-husband had been a 
drummer, she said. I was so enjoying my seatmate’s 
company, that I didn’t dare ruin the moment with 
a question like: Are you someone I should know? I 

Someone You Should Know

This Girl, 
That Life

Julie McGue

mailto:mark@markcuri.com
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fi gured Chris would share what felt comfortable 
to her. In hindsight, I think she appreciated that 
I was someone who was being tactful or oblivious 
about her notoriety...or both. 

In the baggage claim area, my husband observed, 
“You and your seatmate sure hit it off! You were like 
two old friends meeting up for the fi rst time in years.”

I chuckled and fi lled him in on a few highlights 
from my conversation with Chris, and then we hur-
ried off to join our tour group. 

In Cape Town the next morning, my husband 
fl ipped on the TV, and we watched the BBC news 
over coffee. Suddenly the screen lit up with a special 
feature. A reporter announced that the rock band, 
Fleetwood Mac, had joined up for a comeback tour. 
As current photos of the band members fi lled the 
screen, my mouth fell open in disbelief. 

I jabbed my fi nger at the tube and squealed, 
“That’s her. That’s Chris. The woman from the 
plane.”

Steve looked from me to the TV screen and then 
back again. “You’re right. You were sitting next to 
Christine McVie, a rock legend.”

I still marvel at the coincidence of my chance en-
counter with someone famous. If I hadn’t been so 
tired from hopscotching across continents, would 
I have put the clues together about my seatmate’s 
fame? And even if I had fi gured it all out, would I 
have had the gumption – like the woman with whom 
I shared a taxi in Seattle – to ask: Are you someone 
I should know? 

In my opinion, putting someone on the spot 
makes them want to clam up or be extra careful 
with their words. That was my inclination with the 
woman in the taxi. I’d like to think the reason I con-
nected with Chris from Fleetwood Mac was because 
I hadn’t recognized her. I hadn’t put her in the spot-
light or embarrassed her with fan envy. I took Chris 
for who she wanted to be at that moment: a woman 
who wanted to talk with a friendly, like-minded soul 
in transit to the same special destination. 

If I’m ever in the position again to converse with 
someone I should know, I would take the same tac-
tic as I had on that fl ight to Cape Town. Be oblivious 
to notoriety. Connect with an open mind. And if my 
encounter turns out to involve someone who others 
think I should know, I will count myself blessed to 
have conversed with them as just another interest-
ing human being.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 
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The Writing Life: Part IV

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy

I left you in a lurch last time, didn’t I?
I was about to meet the love of my life, the fair 

Natalie DeViney, in the editorial offi ces of Crain 
Communications in Chicago in November 1976.

Remember?
I certainly do, and now, as I continue this mini-

series on my life as a writer, allow me to boldly state 
IN BOLD FACE JUST HOW MUCH MEETING 
NATALIE HAS MEANT TO ME, BOTH AS AN 
INDIVIDUAL AND AS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO 
SIMPLY MUST WRITE.

I am not overstating the case by presenting that 
last line in bold-faced uppercase. Not by a long shot, 
because I was 26 at the time and working night 
and day, mostly nights actually, for The City News 
Bureau of Chicago. I was living on work, work and 
more work, with some sleep, lots of liquid refresh-
ment and copious quantities of fast food thrown in 
for good measure.

What I lacked was the love of a good woman.
I’d had some near-misses, to be sure, but as 

Thanksgiving 1976 fast approached, I did not have 
a successful love life to add to my gratitude list.

Enter former City News colleague Vince DiPaolo.
Vince — dubbed “the Dip” at City News, where we 

happily assigned silly nicknames (mine, of course, 

The Wells Street leg of the Loop ran right under the City News offi ce at 
Randolph and Wells. We typed in time to the clattering of the elevated trains.

was “Good Time Charley”) — had gone forth from 
our 24/7 news factory on the 12th fl oor of that state-
ly old building at 188 W. Randolph St. to write for 
one of the Crain Communications family of fi ne 
publications, Modern Healthcare.

Believe me, when somebody left City News for 
greener pastures, you stayed in close contact and 
bugged the heck out of her/him for admission to 
that organization. Even though I didn’t know did-
dly-squat about medicine, or so-called health care, I 
reckoned a move to Modern Healthcare would be a 
defi nite step up for this young reporter, plus a big, 
big increase in pay and reasonable daytime working 
hours, plus benefi ts.

So as I labored in the City News vineyard har-
vesting the grapes of Windy City wrath for our ma-
jor media clients, I bugged the heck out of departed 
City News reporters, especially DiPaolo.  

They all kept coming up empty, until one day 
old Vince (he was a bit older, I suppose) phoned me 
with an unusual proposition: “There’s a woman at 
my sister publication, Pensions & Investments, who 
wants me to fi x her up with one of my City News 
buddies. And since you’re always calling me for a 
job lead, I thought I’d call you with a romance lead.  
You interested?”

Hey, I thought, if this’ll lead to a cushy job at 
Crain Communications, I’ll go for it. So to Vince, I 
said, “Sure, sign me up.”

DiPaolo, the matchmaker from Modern Health-
care, signed me up to meet  his colleague, Natalie 
DeViney, at the editorial offi ces of Crain Communi-
cations on a cold, damp Friday just before Thanks-

Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524
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• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

giving in 1976. I was due to work the “mid-watch” 
shift on the rewrite desk that evening, so I opted for 
a midday meet-up with a woman Vince described as 
“good-looking but something of a Women’s Libber.”

Fine with me, as I enjoyed the company of intel-
ligent, liberated women. “Sounds great,” I said. “I’ll 
be at your offi ce before noon to meet her.”

“And we’ll go to lunch,” Vince said, adding, “it’s 
on me.”

Hey, when you’re hauling in all of $110 a week at 
City News, you jump at a free lunch, any time you 
can. So, in review, I was looking at: 

A) a free lunch at a signature restaurant. 
B) a possible job lead at either Modern Health-

care or Pensions & Investments and, 
C) Oh, a chance to meet someone new and differ-

ent.  
Hey, I wasn’t doing so well on the dating front 

at that point, what with my nightly working hours 
and lack of spending money, so I was willing to give 
her a look. So, when I stepped off the elevator on 
what I hoped would be the lucky fourth fl oor, I was 
immediately met by a beautiful woman who was 
red-faced with rage. “Where have you been?!?” she 
screamed at me.

Taken aback, I merely moved my mouth and 
prayed something appropriate would fi nally come 
out. But it didn’t because I was too fl ummoxed to 
say anything. All I could do was turn around and 
hit the “down” button at the elevator. If this harpy 
is Vince’s idea of a blind date, I thought, then I’m 
outta here.

But then Vince, himself, hurriedly appeared 
at my side and loudly whispered, “That’s not her.  
You’ll see her in a second.”

“Well, then, who is this?”
“Oh,” Vince said, “she thinks you’re a messenger 

from City Bonded and that you’re late with the de-
livery she’s expecting. Isn’t that right, Elizabeth?”

The fair, but furious Elizabeth backed off and al-
lowed as to a case of mistaken identity. After all, I 
was a big old boy with a black beard and was wear-
ing my infamous “rat coat,” or faux Air Force parka; 
sure, I could have passed for a City Bonded messen-

ger. Actually, any self-respecting City Bonded mes-
senger would have been loathe to pass for me.

While this queenly Elizabeth went back to her 
cubicle to phone in a complaint to City Bonded, I 
heaved a huge sigh of relief and said to Vince, “So 
you’re going to get me a job here after this, right?”

“Dream on,” Vince said. “We’re not hiring right 
now. But I think you’re going to like Natalie. You 
ready to meet her?”

I shrugged and allowed Vince to tug me into the 
inner offi ce, where up jumped the most beautiful, 
the most vivacious, the most amazing woman I had 
ever seen: The one and only Natalie DeViney.

I was, as Vince’s Italian ancestors would have 
said, Colpito da un fulmine. Yes, “struck by light-
ning.”

Who knew, right?
I certainly didn’t. All I remember about that free 

lunch with Natalie and Vince at Gino’s East was 
Vince saying, “I’m feeling like a third wheel here.”

Yeah, Vince, you were. Because it was love at 
fi rst sight for both of us. Natalie knew she was 
love-struck because she couldn’t eat a forkful of her 
caesar salad. I knew I was head over heels for her 
because I couldn’t get enough of my eggplant Par-
mesan.

And do you think those two smitten journalists 
were destined to be wed within a year and con-
signed to a wonderfully weird writing life together?

Tune in next time for all the details.

The writing couple on Christmas Day 2014 in Michigan.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers President Pat Fisher 
leads a group on the Hoadley Nature Trail.

Harbor Country Hikers President Pat Fisher will 
lead a cold-weather trek at 2 p.m. EST Saturday, 
Dec. 4, at the Hoadley Nature Trail at Watkins Park 
in Three Oaks, Mich.

Fisher will discuss challenges of winter hiking. 
The trail is home to a wide variety of wetland fl ora 
and fauna. Hikers should dress in layers, wearing a 
warm hat and sturdy shoes or boots, and take plen-
ty of water. Depending on the weather, portions of 
the trail could be muddy or icy. 

Total hiking distance is 1.15 miles. The trail’s 
physical diffi culty is rated easy to moderate. An all-
terrain Rollator is available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis by emailing harborcountryhikers@
gmail.com. Face masks are optional.

Visit www.harborcountryhikers.com for addition-
al information.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

Krasl Art Center Members’ Show
Krasl Art Center’s annual Members’ Show runs 

Dec. 4-Jan. 17, the “Resiliency Redux” theme taking 
on greater meaning in light of how the global pan-
demic affected local and regional artists.

“Resiliency Redux” re-examines the relevance of 
art in contributing to wellness: in individual lives, 
at work, in family groups and as a society. The ex-
hibit asks artists and visitors to consider how defi -
nitions of resiliency have changed since the theme 
was fi rst explored in 2019.

The exhibit preview is from 5:30-8 p.m. EST 
Friday, Dec. 3. Free and open to the public, music 
starts in the galleries at 5:30 p.m. EST, followed by 
the preview party from 6-8 p.m. EST. The concert 
is by Eric Fisher, a jazz and R&B saxophonist. The 
ensuing party includes a cash bar. 

“Live at Lunchtime Focus Talks” are at noon EST 
Thursdays through KAC’s Facebook page. “Coffee 
With the Curator” is Dec. 9, while the Third Thurs-
day Art Event is at 7 p.m. EST Thursday, Dec. 16. 
Register at www.krasl.org under the “Art” tab.

Krasl Art Center is located at 707 Lake Blvd, St. 
Joseph, Mich. Call (269) 983-0271 for more details.

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number 
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your 
library card number and he/she will check out the 
items and take them to a table at the parking space 
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their 
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman) 
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas 
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. 
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. 
The Baugher Center is located at 100 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com
nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.krasl.org
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LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

Stylianos “Stan” Shepard has been a LaPorte 
County Symphony Orchestra violinist since 
1999.

He has bachelor’s degrees in chemistry and 
electrical engineering from the University of 
Michigan. He initially moved to the region to 
work for Bethlehem Steel. Since then, he has 
served as director of engineering for steel pro-
cessing and distribution companies.

Currently self-employed, he specializes in de-
sign and repair of hot tubs, swimming pools and 
whirlpools. In addition to his musical and engi-
neering abilities, he is president of the North-
west Indiana Paddling Association and has been 
active in elevating the Kankakee River and 
Lake Michigan to designation as National Water 
Trails.

Stylianos Shepard.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

POSHPOSH
Consignment Boutique Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 • 269-469-0505New Buffalo, MI 49117 • 269-469-0505

CLOSED TUESDAYS • OPEN 12-5PMCLOSED TUESDAYS • OPEN 12-5PM

Premium Consigners Premium Consigners
Please call in December for Winter Consignment ApptPlease call in December for Winter Consignment Appt 

Thank you for Supporting Small BusinessThank you for Supporting Small Business

Never done before!Never done before!
Storewide, without exception, Storewide, without exception, 
Holiday Sale • Through Dec. 5 Holiday Sale • Through Dec. 5 

Sample of labels now in house: Sample of labels now in house: 
Akris, Armani Collezioni, Canada Goose, Akris, Armani Collezioni, Canada Goose, 

Chanel, Gucci, Harley Davidson, Jil Sander, Chanel, Gucci, Harley Davidson, Jil Sander, 
Louis Vuitton, Mackage, Max Mara, Prada,  Louis Vuitton, Mackage, Max Mara, Prada, 

St. John, Theory, Vince, et alSt. John, Theory, Vince, et al

A record six teams survived Barker Middle 
School’s annual Egg Crash Challenge.

Barker STEM teacher Amy Hamann, who orga-
nizes the activity, invites schools and local business-
es to design and create a device that will allow a 
raw egg to survive a fall from several feet high with-
out cracking. Only certain materials can be used: 
three fi le folders, four bendy straws, 30cm of mask-
ing tape, 60cm of string, three sheets of paper, two 
rubber bands and a plastic bag.  

Twenty-six teams survived preliminary rounds to 
compete in the fi nals, held at Barker Middle School 
with the help of Michigan City Fire Department. 
Firefi ghters dropped the eggs, cradled in their stu-
dent-designed devices, fi rst from 50 feet high, then 
75 feet and fi nally from 100 feet high.

After three rounds of “egg crashes,” six teams 
remained to share the fi rst-place title. The teams 
were: Greg Olson’s CREW class (Barker, seventh 
grade); Taliyah and Tationna (Lake Hills, sixth  
grade); Bryson, Jack and Justin (Lake Hills, sixth 
grade); Paige, Sha’Kyrai, Mya and Prentess (Pine, 
sixth grade); Asia T., Diana, Mia and Asia P. (Pine, 
sixth grade); and Sullair Corp., which also was in-
vited to participate with the students.

In a press release, Hamann said there is so much 
to learn from this type of hands-on project.

Six Teams Survive Barker Egg Crash Challenge

A fi refi ghter prepares to drop a raw egg, cradled in a student-designed 
device, during the “Egg Crash Challenge” at Barker Middle School.

“The ‘Egg Crash’ introduces students not only to 
the engineering design process, but also the technol-
ogy that is created and used in career fi elds such as 
vehicle crash test engineer, engineering test techni-
cians, crash safety test engineer, crash prep quality 
coordinator and aerospace engineer, to name just a 
few,” she said.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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10-Digit Dialing Now Mandatory
Ten-digit dialing became offi cial Oct. 24 for Indi-

ana, Illinois and Michigan residents.
Those affected are: Indiana residents with (219) 

and (574) area codes; Illinois residents with (309) 
(618) and (708) area codes; and Michigan residents 
with (616), (810), (906) and (989) area codes.

A 10-digit call requires the three-digit area code 
and seven-digit telephone number, even when call-
ing someone in the same area code. The change does 
not affect a current telephone number. In the case 
of the Illinois (708) number, the 10-digit number 
may have to use trunk code 1, which is known as 
1+10-digit dialing, or national, format.

Why is this required? According to the Federal 
Communications Commission, “as more area codes 
begin to run out of new seven-digit numbers to as-
sign, a second local area code may be added, requir-
ing that area to transition to ten-digit dialing.”

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days

The program includes arts and crafts, games 
and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with 
an adult required to participate. Times are from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/
per program. Pre-registration and payment are re-
quired at least one week in advance or until full, 
whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:

• Dec. 1 — Catch the Sun.

• Dec. 15 — Behind the Mask.

Nature’s Tiny Tots

Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 
nature with toddlers and preschoolers through music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 10-11 a.m. Dec. 6 and 
20 at Luhr County Park. Masks are required for 3 
and older. Call (219) 325-8315 at least one week in 
advance to register.

Nature Center Craft Day

The free family program is from 1-4 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 2, at Luhr County Park Nature Center.

Guests will do a craft while supplies last. No pre-
registration is required. Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
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 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 31 years in business

First United Methodist Church’s music department will be joined by performers to present the 12th Annual Madrigal Concert at 3 and 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 12, in the sanctuary. A free-will offering will be accepted to aid the Downtown Emergency Soup Kitchen that serves meals from the church kitchen 

fi ve days a week. The church is located at 121 E. Seventh St.

Madrigal Concert Returns to First United Methodist Church

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher’s office hours are:

Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed: Saturday & Sunday

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
www.littlegiantpizza.com

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

35 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Sullair Group Christmas Meeting
The Sullair Disconnected Compressor Honorees 

Christmas meeting is at 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 9, at 
Galveston Steakhouse, 10 Commerce Square. 

The group includes former Sullair Corp. employ-
ees who have retired, resigned or were fi red.

The cost is $10 per person, with a cash bar 
planned. Donations and guests are welcome. Send 
an RSVP by email to SDCH.Reunion@gmail.com

NB Library Community Forum
Chikaming Open Lands Executive Director Ryan 

Postema will explore the ways plants and animals 
adapt to man-made environmental challenges at 
6:30 p.m. EST Tuesday, Dec. 7, at New Buffalo 
Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St.

The free program is part of the Community Forum 
series sponsored by the Friends of the New Buffalo 
Library. Postema will shed light on residential and 
agricultural development, landscape fragmentation 
and climate change, as well as how preservation of 
natural areas creates a more resilient landscape.

Those attending are asked to wear a face mask.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Michigan City Fire Training Center, 2510 E. 

Michigan Blvd., 12:30-5:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 6.
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 

Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
mailto:SDCH.Reunion@gmail.com
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In the Area:
Dec. 2 — Nature Center Craft Day, 1-4 p.m., 

Luhr County Park Nature Center, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West, LaPorte. Free. Info: (219) 325-8315, 
www.laportecountyparks.org 

Dec. 2 — DIY Noguchi Clay Sculpting, 4-5 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library old makerspace 
area, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 3-5, 10-12 — “Miracle on 3rd and A Street,” 
LaPorte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St. Times: 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 3, 4, 10/2 p.m. Dec. 5, 10, 11. Tickets: $17/
adults, $16/seniors 55+, $13/students with ID. Res-
ervations: www.laportelittletheatreclub.com

Dec. 4 — Cocoa and Canvas, 10 a.m., Long Beach 
Community Center, 2501 Oriole Trail. Cost: $10. 
Registration: longbeachactivities@gmail.com

Dec. 4 — Michigan City’s 2021 Festival of Lights 
Celebration. Snowfl ake Parade/4 p.m., Ninth to 
Fourth streets. Christmas tree-lighting ceremony 
after at Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Festival of Lights Celebration/6-10 p.m., Michi-
gan City Senior Center, Washington Park.

Dec. 4 — Holiday Art Fair at the Museum, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., LaPorte County Historical Society Mu-
seum, 2405 Indiana Ave. Free admission. Info: (219) 
324-6767.

Dec. 4 — Battle of the Dunes Walk, 10:30 a.m.-
noon, Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 5 – St. John’s Jubilee Ensemble, “Christmas, 
Cocoa and Cookery,” 3 p.m., Trinity Lutheran Church 
Fellowship Hall, 907 Michigan Ave., LaPorte.

Dec. 7 — New Buffalo Township Library Com-
munity Forum Series, Chikaming Open Lands Ex-
ecutive Director Ryan Postema, 6:30 p.m. EST, li-
brary, 33 N. Thompson St.

Dec. 8 — Faux-Stained Glass Art, 4-5 p.m., La-
Porte County Public Library Coolspring Branch 
Meeting Room, 6925 W. County Road 400 North. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Through Dec. 17 — “Holiday Extravaganza,” St. 
Stanislaus Convent Shop, 1501 Franklin St. Hours: 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Wed./Fri./Sat. through Dec. 17.

Through Dec. 31 — Area Artists Association 
member Suzy Vance, small NIPSCO Art Education 
Studio @ Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

Through Dec. 31 — Oil paintings by Don Grott, 
The Legacy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours: 6 a.m.-
8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 
p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com

Through Jan. 9 — Holiday Artisan Market, Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Gal-
lery hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays (closed Tues.), 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. weekends. Info: (219) 874-4900, www.
lubeznikcenter.org 

Through Feb. 25 — “Nature Now,” Lubeznik 
Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Center hours: 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri.; 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Closed Tuesday. Admission: free. 
Info: (219) 874-4900, www.lubeznikcenter.org

Thursdays — Turn Up Dance Fitness with Sta-
cy G., Long Beach Community Center, 2501 Oriole 
Trail. Times: Dec. 4, 11, 18 (8:30 a.m.), Dec. 23, 30 
(5:30 p.m.). Cost: $5 paid at class.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

In the Region
Dec. 2-5 — “Christmas at Copshaholm,” 4-8 p.m. 

EST, Oliver Mansion @ The History Museum, 808 W. 
Washington St., South Bend. Tickets: $20, $15/mem-
bers. Reservations: www.historymuseumSB.org

Dec. 4 — Harbor Country Hikers, 2 p.m. EST, 
Hoadley Nature Trail (Watkins Park/Three Oaks, 
Mich.) Info: www.harborcountryhikers.com

Dec. 4-Jan. 17 — Krasl Art Center annual Mem-
bers’ Show, “Resiliency Redux,” KAC, 707 Lake 
Blvd, St. Joseph, Mich. Exhibit preview: 5:30-8 p.m. 
EST Dec. 3. Info: (269) 983-0271.

Through Dec. 9 — Valparaiso University exhibit, 
The Village Gallery @ Pines Village Retirement 
Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso. 
Gallery hours: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Info: 
(219) 465-1591, www.pinesvillage.org

Through Dec. 19 — The Midwest Museum of 
American Art’s 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional, 429 
S. Main St., Elkhart. Hours (all times Eastern): 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Tue.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Admission: 
$10/adult, $6 (8-12), $8 (13-18 & college students 
with ID). Info: www.midwestmuseum.org

Through Jan. 2 — “A Christmas Story” Comes 
Home Exhibit, Indiana Welcome Center, 7770 
Corinne Drive, Hammond. Info/reservations: www.
AChristmasStoryComesHome.com

Through Jan. 16 — “Birds of a Feather” 
(annual member show), The Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org

Vickers Theatre — Now showing: “Belfast.” 
Rated PG-13. Times: 6 p.m. Dec. 3-5, 3:15 p.m. Dec. 
6. Also showing: “Spencer.” Rated R. Times: 3 p.m. 
Dec. 3-5, 6 p.m. Dec. 6. All times Eastern. Theater 
address: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.
vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
mailto:longbeachactivities@gmail.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
mailto:kd3627@hotmail.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.pinesvillage.org
http://www.midwestmuseum.org
http://www.AChristmasStoryComesHome.com
http://www.AChristmasStoryComesHome.com
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
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PAT TYM
219.210.0324

2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

1660 N 500 E

MICHIGAN CITY, IN • 3 BED / 3 BATH • $449,000

312 WILSHIRE AVENUE

MICHIGAN CITY, IN • 3 BED / 1.5 BATH • $298,000
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
CALLING ALL GARDNERS or FARM to TABLE RESTAURANTS!

1/4 acre, 8-row tilled garden WITH SHED to store your tools available to 
rent in the heart of New Buffalo. Call (773) 398-6393 for more details. 

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

December Holiday Special: Signed books & all jewelry 50% off.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

 “The Weather is Here. Wish You Were Beautiful.” Jimmy Buffett
Lefty & Wild Bill H. wiped out by cold rain on #8 Muni South. Sought

refuge at Swingbelly’s. At least we didn’t shoot our age. Time to head Souther.
Seek the unique for stocking stuffers at Lefty’s Pro Shop. Don’t leave it short!

How about:
1. A 90° pitching wedge perfect for 30 yards + in.

2. A Jenny Finch Mizuno L.H. fast pitch softball glove.
3. A Charley McCarthy ventriloquist clone.
4. “Easy Rider” LP & framed movie poster.
5. “Hoosiers” movie poster & basketball.

6. James Dean framed photos, 3 to choose from.
7. Cal Ripken baseball #8 jersey & 2,131 game plaque.
8. Hoosier Bobby Knight tough photo (throwing chair).

9. Blackhawks-Kane #88 captain’s hockey sweater.
10. Colts varsity jacket.

11. Dixie Chicks game top & LP.
Just the tip of the Berg. All Things Golf at Lefty’s Pro Shop. 50% off. 

Call (219) 873-0858 for appointment and inspirational seasons messages.
Never re-elect anyone 

POGO. 
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.
 BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New Construction

Small Jobs — Big Jobs
Free Quotes

VISA/MC/AMEX
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
ALL-IN-ONE HANDYMAN SERVICES (WE DO IT ALL)

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR HOME REPAIR (Jared & Lewis). 
(Exterior): Roofing: Leak & shingle repairs, residential roofing all types, 

moss & mildew, drywall repairs; SIDING ALL TYPES, fascia, soffits, 
metal wrap, critters & hornets, Gutters: downspouts, gutter screens, 

adjustments & repairs. (INTERIOR): Decks, framing, trim work, electrical, 
pluming, flooring, ceramic tile, windows, doors, painting, all interior proj-

ects. (2 Guys Fair Price). 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015. Emergency calls same day.

DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.
EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED

Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES

Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Interior/Exterior paint-
ing. Walls, ceilings, trim, all paintable surfaces. Drywall replacement/

repair, texturing, wood graining. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority 
- Ref. Avail. 

(574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications possible. We leave 
houses clean and tidy every day. Very reasonable. If you want your job 

done right, call me at (219) 393-0529.
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
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John and Jane Doe

57263 East Street

Michigan City, IN 46360-1044
John and Jane Doe

57263 East StreetMichigan City, IN 46360-1044

Seasonal Labels
for all your

Holiday Mailings320
Labels

$2000

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City • 219-879-0088

actual size actual size

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning, 
snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.

 Facebook.com/abeslawncare
C ONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542
/dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Fall Cleanup & snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 
336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees, as well as seasonal sum-
mer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, servers, buss staff, dishwashers. 

Will train. Email letter of intent and resume to 
FishcampMC@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Greenwood Cemetery: 2 graves together.

$3,000. Call (407) 766-0250

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Mary’s Treasures Estate Sale, Edgewood, MC • Dec. 10-12, 

9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sale will feature everything you need for Christmas: decorations, games, 
toys, dolls & more. Most are vintage or antique. See EstateSales.org for 

more information and photos.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,
licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you 

in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077. 

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 

in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

Ogden Dunes: 3 bedrooms, oak floors, fireplace, full basement.
Available now, $1,600 monthly. (219) 938-1188 or text (219) 902-9039

Nov. 23, 2021
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Lady Strikers    32.5 11.5
2. Gutter Busters    29   15
3. Gutter Gals   26  18 
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Mary Lou McFadden  174
2. Holly Dres   154
3. Barb Macuduzinski   153
4. Pat Collado    149
5. June Salmon    148
SPLITS
Barb Macudzinski  2-7
Ann Bogart  5-6
More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

Holiday Choral Concert
The Michigan City Community Chorus, under 

Lee Meyer’s direction, will present its annual free 
concert at two locations.

The fi rst is at 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, at St. Fran-
cis Episcopal Church, 237 E. County Road 1200 
North, Chesterton. The second is at 6:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 5, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1237 
Coolspring Ave. Refreshments will be served.

mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:FishcampMC@gmail.com


December 2, 2021Page 38
THE

The Christmas Train by David Baldacci (pa-
perback, $12 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook and an audiobook. 258 pages.)

“…this isn’t a train this time of year. It’s a social 
club of strangers looking for a friend.”

Train! you say. Who travels by train at Christ-
mas?! Especially when having to go from the East 
Coast to the West Coast?

Tom Hughes, that’s who.
See, Tom has a breakdown at an airport terminal 

when security’s metal detector wand 
is broken in two when it gets a little 
too close to certain parts of his anat-
omy. Then, he is mistaken for some-
one on the airport’s no fl y list. Suffi ce 
it to say, he is not the person on the 
list, but has to pay for breaking the 
wand — two years of no fl ying any 
commercial fl ight in the continental 
U.S. 

Ergo, we’re at the train station in 
Washington, D.C.

Maybe Hughes is at the end of 
his proverbial rope. A journalist, 
he’s dodged bullets in war zones, 
traveled jungles, hiked the highest 
mountains, seen disease and fam-
ine and won several Pulitzers for his 
work. Then one day, he packs it all 
in, and starts writing fl uffy pieces 
for fashion, gardening and furni-
ture magazines. Quite a slide down the journalistic 
ladder after all those years of honest, hard-hitting 
stories that bring the world’s troubles up close and 
personal. Maybe it has to do with Eleanor…

Also a journalist, Eleanor traveled with Tom for 
several years and might have been “the one” had he 
not gotten cold feet and stopped mid-sentence with 
the ring in his pocket. Eleanor had enough of his 
carefree lifestyle. She wanted to settle down and get 
married. So, she walked out of his life…

Ergo, we’re at the train station in Washington, 
D.C.

The reason for Tom’s long-distance trip is Lelia. 
Tom met her several years ago and has maintained 
a long-distance love affair. She became a famous 
voice-over actress in Hollywood. Now, Tom is head-
ing out for California to spend Christmas and the 
New Year celebrations with her.

Great arrangement for Tom — they see each oth-
er now and then, no strings, just fun and games for 
awhile…but how long will Lelia put up with this sit-
uation before she, too, wants something more from 
the footloose journalist?

Tom’s trip will consist of two different trains: The 

Capital Limited will take him to Chicago, then the 
Southwest Chief will make the long haul to L.A.

Since Tom is stuck on the two trains for the next 
few days, he decides to write about the experience 
for his next article. Little does he know riding some-
thing so old-fashioned as a train will be a trip to 
remember.

The Christmas season has begun! This little 
novel, originally published in 2002, is a great in-
tro to the season. Baldacci doesn’t just make the 
train the location of the story, he puts the reader on 

the train right alongside Tom and the 
other passengers. His descriptions of 
the sleeping cars, the lounge and the 
dining car make train traveling come 
alive. His research gives us not only 
the train ride experience, but a little 
of the history of the storied line that 
connected eastern America with the 
ever-expanding west. I could almost 
feel the sway of the train and the 
soothing clickety-clack of the wheels.

Characters abound, from the sub-
lime to the ridiculous. There’s Father 
Kelly, a retired priest, Gordon Merry-
weather, a sleazy lawyer who wants 
to sue everything and everyone, and 
Julie and Steve, the Romeo and Juliet 
of the trip, determined to marry on 
their way to California despite objec-
tions of both families. There’s the Tar-
ot lady, even a thief on board, to name 

a few. And then there’s the mysterious threesome 
rumored to be movie people. 

That’s only a sampling of the passengers. There’s 
also an interesting crew Tom gets to know, includ-
ing Tyrone, the lounge-car attendant who looks like 
Elvis, Regina, who takes care of everyone’s needs — 
a railroad concierge if you will. There’s more, every-
one knowing what’s going on before Tom can walk 
from one car to another. And things do happen, be-
lieve me…

The Hollywood people turn out to be Max Powers, 
a famous director riding the train for inspiration for 
a new movie, Kristobal, his assistant, and lo and 
behold, there’s Eleanor, too. Yes, Tom’s Eleanor, now 
Power’s screenwriter. 

One is as shocked as the other at being on the 
same train. Where, oh where, will this meeting go? 
You can bet it will not be a happy reunion, but then, 
a ride on the Christmas Train might bring about a 
miracle or two.

Be prepared for lots of laughs, a little mystery 
and a little romance — and an avalanche! It’s a 
great way to start the season.

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

MICHIGAN  CITY 

3br/1.1ba / $124,400
Brian Volckmann • 219.561.1505 

111DeweySt.info

HAMMOND 

2br/1.1ba / $119,900
Linda Wiechik-Goble • 219.973.8040 

6425Madison.info

MICHIGAN  CITY 

4br/2.1ba / $113,000
Anna Radtke • 219.221.0920 

619Willard.info

VALPARAISO 

3br/2ba / $399,000

5011WatersEdgeDrive.info

MICHIGAN  CITY

4br/1ba / $189,000

3115ClevelandAvenue.info

MICHIGAN  CITY 

3br/4ba / $749,000

3324PottawattomieTrail.info

BEVERLY  SHORES 

3br/2ba / $635,000

158ERipplewater.info

VALPARAISO 

3br/3.1ba / $1,325,000

3159HeavilinRoad.info

VALPARAISO 

5br/5ba / $675,000

908Crabapple.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360
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