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Firm Grip
by Kim Nowatzke

“After our darkest days, there comes a time we realize we’re not dying. At least not 
right now. Then we have to decide how we’ll live. This book is all about that.”

Firm Grip: Learning to Thrive When Life Doesn’t Go As Planned
is the culmination of a 4 1/2 year journey for Bill Nelson.

Those are the words LaPorte resident Bill Nel-
son chose to end the introduction of his book, 
Firm Grip: Learning To Thrive When Life 
Doesn’t Go As Planned. Released Oct. 29, it 

was 4 1/2 years in the making, beginning when Nel-
son was diagnosed with a rare, incurable cancer. 

Healthy, active and fi t, the then 51-year-old 
Nelson fi rst thought he was battling a sinus infec-
tion. Weird sounds he thought were coming from a 
cracked speaker in his car, and then his wife’s car, 
along with a few dizzy spells led him to an Ear Nose 
& Throat doctor, who discovered a tumor on his thy-
roid. After a CT scan, ultrasound and biopsy, he had 
to face a cold hard truth.

He had medullary thyroid cancer.
As this rare type of thyroid cancer doesn’t re-

spond to chemotherapy and radiation, he under-
went an eight-hour surgery, resulting in a foot-long 
scar across his neck from ear to ear. In addition to 
the tumor, 42 lymph nodes were removed. The can-
cer had metastasized to two of those. 

It was a turning point for Nelson where he was 
left with “new eyes, new perspectives and a new 
heart making an intentional choice to live differ-
ently.”  

He knew he had to share what his experience 
taught him. 

“I didn’t write this book to become an author,” 
Nelson said. “I’ve been gifted a message of hope and 
felt selfi sh if I didn’t share it. I felt like there was a 
calling to write this book.” 

At fi rst, he admits, he fought writing it. 
He was living out a successful career as a local at-

torney with Braje, Nelson & Janes LLP. In addition 
to their busy lifestyle, he and his wife Jane, then 
married 27 years, were faithfully attending sons 
Erik and Adam’s college basketball games. 

Continued on Page 2
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Firm Grip Continued from Page 1

Nelson thought, “Where am I going to fi nd the 
time to write a book?” However, he soon discovered 
it was “therapeutic” and “one of the most fulfi lling 
experiences.” 

Nelson said he has always been intrigued by and 
loved the creative process — it’s a theme of his last 
chapter, “Old Board and Copper Nails” – “a tangible 
form of an intangible concept.” 

Writing on evenings and weekends, Nelson soon 
couldn’t wait for his next writing session. 

“I didn’t force the creativity – didn’t set concrete 
boundaries,” he explained. “The words needed to 
fl ow. I never doubted I would fi nish, but at times 
the end felt so far away.”

Nelson often found himself writing in coffee 
shops, both near and afar. A list of all their names, 
as well as other locations he penned the book, can 
be found in the back of Firm Grip. 

“They were my favorite places to write. I like to 
write in environments where there 
are people because people are who we 
write about,”  he explained. “People-
fi lled environments inspire me. I like 
realizing that there is so much life go-
ing on around us, and you can see that 
in a coffee shop.” 

Nelson emphasized that “it’s always 
been about the message,” and “hopes 
that others will fi nd their story in 
mine.”

He continued.
“Cancer stories are a dime a dozen. 

You don’t need a cancer story to be 
inspired or motivated. (Firm Grip is) 
for folks who have been or now 
are or will suffer any form of 
dark days to help them see that 
there can be a next step forward 
that can help create a positive, 
hopeful future. You cannot only 
intentionally step into that fu-
ture, but you can thrive despite 
the diffi culties, the pain and 
even the endless grief. It may 
not always be easy, but it’s al-
ways a choice.” 

Explaining that “we are all going to suffer at one 
time or another,” Nelson includes others’ inspiring 
stories within the pages of Firm Grip. 

One is that of Julie West. In 2013, her son, Jake, 
a friend of Adam’s, died at age 17 from heart failure 
after collapsing at a LaPorte High School football 
practice. 

“The sudden, unexpected death of her son devas-
tated Julie – that’s an understatement…Julie had 
to fi nd ways to deal with her grief, and yet her pain 
will never fully resolve this side of Heaven. Her life 
would never be the same. But her story wasn’t fi n-
ished,” Nelson writes in Firm Grip. 

Nelson continues to explain in the book how af-
ter Julie learned a simple medical test could have 
discovered Jake’s heart condition and saved his life, 
she founded the Play for Jake Foundation (www.
playforjake.org). It provides funds so school-aged 
athletes can get free heart screenings, hopefully 
raising awareness of undetected heart conditions 
and preventing future sudden cardiac arrest. 

“All of this happened because Julie chose to shift 
her thoughts. Instead of choosing a 
thought pattern of negative think-
ing from a horrible circumstance, she 
chose to create positive thinking pat-
terns, despite her feelings of pain and 
grief. Julie chose to create and live a 
positive-focused life that has a posi-
tive, life-saving impact on others,” 
Nelson writes in his book. 

The message that “you can thrive 
despite the diffi culties, the pain, the 
endless grief” is a common theme 
throughout Firm Grip. 

Nelson doesn’t offer any new or 
novel life discoveries. 

“I offer practical ideas of 
the ways they can shift their 
thoughts and make some new 
choices to live a more inten-
tional life that is geared to-
ward hope,” he says. 

Another theme Nelson ad-
dresses in Firm Grip is how we 
are engaging others in either 
positive or negative ways. 

“Our life has a narrative. 
Whether you believe it or not, 

Firm Grip: Learning to Thrive When Life Doesn’t Go As 
Planned was released Oct. 29.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
http://www.playforjake.org
http://www.playforjake.org
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it’s going to be positive or negative. You have to force 
yourself to the positive,” he shared. “…Positive people 
have negative days – they just don’t stay there.” 

Nelson touched on the importance of being truly 
present — of being “intentionally aware of what is 
happening within us and around us.” He strives to 
practice a “personal awareness throughout the day” 
by making sure he schedules regular “check-ins” 
with himself. 

“Sometimes,” he says, “I feel I’m luckier – I have 
more of a reason to be living intentionally and more 
aware.” 

Nelson based the title of his book on The Message 
version of Isaiah 41:10: “Don’t panic. I’m with you. 
There’s no need to fear for I’m your God. I’ll give you 
strength. I’ll help you. I’ll hold you already, keep a 
fi rm grip on you.” The verse, printed on the inside 

Bill Nelson enjoys a healthy, 
active lifestyle, as seen here with his wife, Jane.

Bill Nelson is photographed with his two sons, Erik and Adam.

Continued on Page 4

For more information call us at 219.874.4900.

101 W. Second St. Michigan City, IN 46360
www.lubeznikcenter.org

Holiday Artisan Market
November 20, 2021 - January 9, 2022

Image:

Lubeznik Center for the Arts is looking
forward to celebrating the holidays with
our communities! To help you choose just
the right gift this year, LCA will host its
annual Holiday Artisan Market.

Gallery shop hours: Weekdays 10 - 5 PM
Weekends 11 - 4 PM (Central)
Closed: Tuesdays, Dec. 24-25, & Jan. 1

Assorted hand crafted artisan items in our Gallery Shop

http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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fl ap of the book’s jacket, was on a packet of prayer 
cards a dear friend gave him. The cards accompa-
nied him on doctor appointments and to his surgery. 

“Firm Grip is a lifestyle shift,” he explains. “I pro-
pose it as a way of living.” 

In his book, Nelson talks about how one of the 
foundations of the Firm Grip life is gratitude. 

“Start with gratitude. It’s all a gift,” Nelson ex-
plains. “For most people that have been through 
something really dark, when they are granted the 

Firm Grip Continued from Page 3

Coffee houses were Bill Nelson’s preferred place for writing. 
Here, he is photographed by The Beacher’s Kim Nowatzke 

at Michigan City’s Fluid Coffee.

benefi t of time, and if they are intentional about how 
they process the diffi cult experience, then they dis-
cover the gifts that come with the struggle.” 

Nelson said he’s often faced with two questions 
from others regarding his cancer journey. 

To the fi rst, “When will you know when you have 
beat it?,” he responds with, “When I die at 95 of a 
heart attack or something else.”

When asked the second question, “How do you 
deal with your uncertainty?” Nelson’s response is, 
“How do you deal with yours?” 

Nelson spoke about his journey to fi nally get to 
the point where he was “truly OK with whatever 
the result was.” 

“My physical life is not as important as trusting 
God’s plan for my life. I never experienced anything 
like that moment when I said, ‘If this ends, I will 
trust you with that.’” 

Nelson said he has always loved to write, but be-
coming an author wasn’t an aspiration. 

“I’m realistic about the reach of this book. I have 
no delusions about this getting any widespread au-
dience. This has never been anything other than 
that I have to share this message,” he said. 

This local attorney looks forward to continuing 
to write in blog form on his website (www.
billnelsonauthor.com). But when asked if he has 
plans for another book, he said, “I can’t wait to get 
back to creating content. Although there isn’t a 
‘book in my head,’ right now, I will continue to write 
to encourage people. And who knows? That might 
include another book one day.”

Bill and his wife, Jane, have been married for 32 years.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

http://www.billnelsonauthor.com
http://www.billnelsonauthor.com
mailto:mark@markcuri.com
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Serve up a complete holiday dinner in 2 hours or less.
How’s that for a Christmas miracle?

EACH DINNER SERVES 6-8 AND INCLUDES:

ENTREE • One fully cooked 7-8 lb. fire-glazed spiral 
sliced ham or 10-12 lb. oven roasted turkey

2 SIDES • of your choice from our options menu

EXTRAS • 32 oz. homestyle gravy
•12 Hawaiian dinner rolls

DESSERT • One Al’s Signature gourmet pie 
OR 12-ct. Cupcakes

$89.99
Your 

Choice each

(OR ORDER JUST THE HAM OR TURKEY FOR $45.99 EACH)

Supplies are limited - order early. Minimum 48 hours notice required.

Al’s complete fire-glazed 

spiral ham or turkey dinners

you can just heat and serve!

KARWICK PLAZA  879-4671  Open Mon. through Sun. 7 am - 9 pm alssupermarkets.com

JORDAN GALLAS
jordangallas@atproperties.com

219.861.3659

mailto:jordangallas@atproperties.com
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Carolyn Wat-
son, fresh from 
her debut as La-
Porte County 
Symphony Or-
chestra’s 10th 
music director, 
will co-conduct 
the 27th Annual 
Holiday at the 
Pops with Asso-
ciate Conductor 
Chuck Steck. 

The perfor-
mance is at 7 
p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 11, at La-
Porte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St.

Steck, who served as interim music director dur-
ing the three-year “Bravo, Maestro!” search, has 
conducted Holiday at the Pops for the past fi ve 
years. This concert will serve as a “passing of the 
baton” to Watson.

Featured in the concert are former LaPorte may-
or Leigh Morris narrating “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas,” along with sopranos Sarah Gartshore 
and Sarah Gorecki Konieczny and former Hoo-

LCSO to Present 27th Annual Holiday at the Pops
sier Star winner 
Brandon Wil-
liams, who will 
present classi-
cal and popular 
works such as 
“Sleigh Ride,” “O 
Holy Night” and 
“Do You Hear 
What I Hear?”

The LCSO 
will be featured 
in several selec-
tions, including 
an arrangement 
from Trans-Sibe-

rian Orchestra. 
The evening will conclude with “Silent Night” per-
formed by the orchestra and audience.

❑

A number of balcony tickets are available at www.
lcso.net, then by clicking on the “HOLIDAY AT THE 
POPS” page. Tickets also are available at the Civic 
and Roxy Music, 1012 Lincolnway. Tickets are $15 
for adults and $5 for ages 12 and younger. Masks 
are required when entering the Civic and can be re-
moved when seated.

Steck Watson

http://www.lcso.net
http://www.lcso.net
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221111 BBEELLMMOONNTT CCOOUURRTT •• MMIICCHHIIGGAANN CCIITTYY,, IINN
Picture perfect, all brick ranch in Edgewood! This impeccably maintained home has an ALL NEW custom kitchen, with top of 
the line appliances, a NEW master bathroom-with walk in shower, an ALL NEW additional main floor bathroom, and ALL NEW 
windows in 2021! This is a move-in ready home, with beautiful hardwood floors and a neutral color pallet. Rounding out the 
interior of this home is the finished, huge basement ready for you to create your ideal space! You'll enjoy the large yard, that is 
perfect for entertaining, or just enjoying the peaceful green space. This is a wonderful in-town location close to shopping, and
is only a quick trip to the Lake Michigan beaches. Don't miss your opportunity to own this one of a kind gem!

KRISTIN SHOUB
630.362.4188
kristin.shoub@cbrealty.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

22 BBeeddrroooommss // 33 BBaatthhrroooommss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$227700,,000000 

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

mailto:kristin.shoub@cbrealty.com
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Home for the Holidays Tour
Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St., is open this 

month so visitors can experience its Home for the 
Holidays Tour.

Guests can walk through the mansion to see 
rooms fi lled with holiday trees where the Barker 
family enjoyed their holidays. 

December events include:

• Santa Claus at the Barker Mansion from noon-
4 p.m. Saturdays, 
Dec. 11 and 19. 
Guests can make 
book donations to 
Sand Castle Shel-
ter on Dec. 11 and 
to the Citizens 
Concerned for the 
Homeless Food 
Distribution Cen-
ter on Dec. 19.

• Story Time with 
one of Santa’s of-
fi cial storytellers 
from noon-4 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 12. 
Guests can make 

book donations to Sand Castle Shelter.

• Make a Christmas ornament Saturday, Dec. 18. 
Guests can make a canned food donation to the 
Citizens Concerned for the Homeless Food Distri-
bution Center. 

Guided curator tours, which are Dec. 10, 15 and 
17, cost $18 and $15. The mansion is open from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. through Dec. 31. It is closed Dec. 24, 
25 and 31. Holiday admission costs $15 for adults, 
$10 for seniors/veterans/children (6-17) and free for 
children 5 and younger. Group rates are available.

Visit www.barkermansion.org for more details.

Beautiful LaPorte 10-acre home with privacy for sale:

Theresa Prim - Agent 
219-575-0181
theresa@theresaprim.com

• 6,100+ SF custom-built walkout 
ranch

• 5 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 
• 2 indoor gourmet kitchens

• Private master suite w/ exit to 
verandah

• Sauna, wet bar, 11' ceilings,  
cove lighting

• Outdoor kitchen adjacent to the 
pool

• 40' L-shaped swimming pool 
totally fenced

-
building 

• 10 wooded acres with walking/
riding trails

• Located in desirable Galena 
Twp, NE LaPorte County 

• 7 miles from Michigan line,  
30 min to South Bend

$%
{

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

http://www.barkermansion.org
mailto:theresa@theresaprim.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
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3514  CALUMET  TRL .  DUNELAND BEACH $775 ,000
Don’t miss out on this immaculate, quality built Duneland Beach home. Room for everyone in 

the 2,433 square foot home. This home has four bedrooms, three bathrooms, and is just a short walk to 
Stop 35 Beach. This home features a large eat-in kitchen, awesome screened-in porch, walk-out lower level, 

and several fantastic outdoor living spaces including a spacious deck right off the family room. 
Countless updates in this well-cared-for home include a new roof, new windows, new primary bedroom suite, 
new furnace, and beautiful landscaping. Only a short stroll to local restaurants, tennis courts, and the park.

JOE STACK 
(630) 936-2844
jstack@daprileproperties.com
jstackproperties.com

mailto:jstack@daprileproperties.com
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   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Open 7 Days a Week til Christmas

Footlight Players

“Casa de Locos,” a farce written and directed by 
Michael J. Thomas, will have a one-weekend-only 
engagement at Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin St.

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, Dec. 10-11, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12.

The comedy includes jokes, puns, musical paro-
dies and a celebrity guest. 

Tickets cost $15, or $10 for 12 and younger. Make 
reservations by calling (219) 874-4035, online at 
www.footlightplayers.org or in person when the the-
ater is open.

The cast rehearses a scene from “Casa de Locos.”

Museum Scavenger Hunt Club
A Scavenger Hunt Club now is available at La-

Porte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 In-
diana Ave., LaPorte.

Visitors receive an exclusive pin each time after 
completing the scavenger hunt, with a different pin 
for each hunt. In addition to the two year-round 
scavenger hunts, limited-time hunts will surface, 
the current one called “Nutty Nutcrackers.”

Call (219) 324-6767 for more details.

http://www.footlightplayers.org
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Live a worry-free lifestyle! 
Our benefits include:

All Day Dining

Quality Senior Living
Amazing Value in Your Hometown

CALL OR VISIT TODAY! 219.379.5085

Rittenhouse Village At Michigan City offers a senior living experience that’s 

RittenhouseVillages.com
4300 Cleveland Avenue, Michigan City, IN 46360

Active Independent Living |Assisted Living | SHINE® Memory Care

©2021 Discovery Senior Living. All Rights Reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or withdrawal 
without notice. Void where prohibited by law. Managed and Operated by Discovery Senior Living. RVMC-0133 5/21

Pet Friendly

Reputable Team

24-Hour Care

Ask About Our

$99
Special
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an Aveda concept salon
timoth   jeffrwelcome

new stylists

Jasmyn joins us from Chicago, 
Originally from NW Indiana, she 
has spent the past 3 years under an 
apprenticeship program, while also 
working to build her brand and her 
business.  She joins us with 
extensive knowledge of many color 
lines and specializing in all chemical 
services ranging from color to 
Brazilian-Blowouts and many things 
in-between! She looks forward to 
meeting you soon!

Ava is a transplant from San Diego, 
CA, and specializes in all color 
services.  Her passion lies in 
beautiful California lived in blondes 
as well as intense and dramatic 
fashion colors.  She loves all hair 
types, and works tirelessly to not 
only educate her guests, but give 
them confidence and tools to 
maintain healthy hair while 
balancing their dream hair look.

ava jasmyn

ava peterson
@avavictoria.hair

jasmyn kelley
introducingintroducing

219-872-6567  |  timothyjeffry.com  |
420 Franklin St. Michigan City, IN

mailto:@avavictoria.hair
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HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS

CHRISTMAS  EVE

NEW YEARS EVE

NEW YEARS DAY

Michigan City Public Library
Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 

lobby area is open to the public.
The front doors are open. Remodeling of the front 

lobby is almost complete. Public seating is avail-
able, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• Duneland Stamp Club from 4-5 p.m. Thurs-

day, Dec. 9. The club meets the second Thursday 
of each month. New members are invited.

• Needle Arts Club at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
13. Membership to the group, formerly known 
as the Knit Club, is open to anyone interested in 
needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome.

• Christmas Angels Among Us from 2-3 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 14. Call Ange Benz at (219) 874-
3754 for more details.

• Book in a Jar through Dec. 15. Stop by the 
Youth Services department to guess which new 
book is in the jar. All guesses earn a bookmark, 
with correct guesses entered to win a prize.

• Grab and Go Crafts for Kids & Teens. Free 
take-home craft kits are available at the Youth 
Services desk while supplies last. Contact the 
Youth Services department at (219) 873-3045 for 
more information.

• Virtual Story Time with Take-Home Craft. A 
new storytime video is posted at 10 a.m. Wednes-
days on the library  website and YouTube channel 
at www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/ Visit Youth 
Services to get the craft! The program is aimed at 
children through age 5. Contact the Youth Servic-
es department at (219) 873-3045 for more details.
Two new databases are available:

• Newspapers.com World Collection contains his-
torical newspapers from the 1700s-2000s, includ-
ing thousands of well-known regional, state and 
small local newspapers in the United States and 
other countries. Visit tinyurl.com/4f8kfo3v and 
log in with a library card number.

• Fold3, a military-records database powered by An-
cestry.com. It provides access to military records, 
including stories, photos and personal documents. 
Visitors can combine records found there with 
personal effects to create an online memorial for 
someone who served. Visit tinyurl.com/58cnu2vn 
and log in with a library card number.

❑

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

Classifi ed Ads Do the Trick!
Call us at (219) 879-0088

http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
http://www.mclib.org
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WELCOME
OUR NEW PHYSICIAN

KHALID
NAJIB, MD

Interventional Cardiology

• Percutaneous Coronary
  Interventions
• Peripheral Vascular Interventions
• Coronary Artery Disease
• Peripheral Vascular Disease
• Clinical Cardiology

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

HEART CENTER MICHIGAN CITY • 3500 Franciscan Way • 4th Floor • Michigan City

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

(219) 878-8200
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“The Irish were born for leaving. Otherwise, the 
rest of the world would have no pubs.”

That’s a memorable line from “Belfast,” writer-di-
rector Kenneth Branagh’s deeply personal fi lm set 
at the dawn of the Northern Ireland Confl ict. Irish 
period pieces have a way of tripping over clichés, 
stumbling into what I call the “Angela’s Ashes” trap. 
Dreary existences amplifi ed by long-suffering moth-
ers and fathers drowning themselves in the drink. 
Where fl eeing home is the only viable option.

“Belfast” is the antidote. It explores how a child 
maintains some semblance of a childhood when 
world events thrust themselves into his world. It is 
also about a loving, if imperfect family, bound by a 
sense of community. And in revisiting this volatile 
period in history, Branagh achieves his most accom-
plished piece of storytelling.

Having carved a niche for himself with Shake-
speare adaptations before cranking out Hollywood 
blockbusters (“Thor,” “Cinderella,” “Murder on the 
Orient Express”), all of Branagh’s skills as a fi lm-
maker are on display. The opening sequence, for in-
stance, does something intriguing. We see Belfast 
today: the beauty of the coastal community, with no 
signs of past strife. Then, in a dazzling single shot, 
“Belfast” slides from color to black and white. It’s 
1969, and Branagh’s camera plunges into a work-
ing-class community. Children, carefree, running 
through the streets. Women lounging in doorways, 

chatting with neighbors. Men arriving home from 
work. Everyone knows each other, playfully teases 
each other with a familiarity common among people 
who know no other neighborhood. Then, fi ghting 
breaks out, neighbor turning on neighbor. Homes 
set on fi re. Shots fi red. Parents clamoring about, 
trying to steer their children away from the confl ict. 
Branagh’s camera barrels through the chaos with 
dizzying force. He puts you dead center in it.

Frozen in fear as protesters near is young Buddy, 
played by newcomer Jude Hill in a performance by 
a child actor that ranks with Henry Thomas in “E.T. 
The Extra Terrestrial” and Haley Joel Osment in 
“The Sixth Sense.” What a marvel, this kid is. Wide-
eyed, a deeply expressive face, with fl ickers of mis-
chief in his behavior. There is not one false note in 
his performance, where you catch him acting. And 
for Buddy, confl ict or not, he loves where he lives. 
Especially his grandparents (Judi Dench, Ciarán 
Hinds).

Buddy’s parents are another story. The love is still 
there, but it’s fraying at the edges. The father (Ja-
mie Dornan) works in London to pay off tax debts 

Branagh Revisits Joy, and Heartbreak, in “Belfast”
by Andrew Tallackson

Newcomer Jude Hill (center), pictured with Judi Dench (left) 
and Ciarán Hinds, is absolutely wonderful in 

Kenneth Branagh’s “Belfast.”

★ ★ ★
“Belfast”

Running time: 98 minutes. Rated PG-13 

for some violence and strong language

1/2
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back home. He comes home 
when he can, but his wife 
(Caitríona Balfe) carries 
the weight of the family’s fi -
nancial burdens largely on 
her own. Each in their own 
way, however, is fi ercely de-
voted to each other and to 
their family.

Much of “Belfast” con-
cerns itself with the sim-
ple pleasures of child-
hood: trips to the movies, a 
school crush, older cousins 
who are bad infl uences. It’s 
the stuff of old-school nos-
talgia, but what’s surpris-
ing is how little Branagh 
sentimentalizes this world. 
There is joy, fear, worry 
and heartbreak, and the 
family reacts to each chal-
lenge with steadfast deter-
mination.

Dench has a particularly affecting scene when, 
while discussing “The Lost Horizon” with Buddy, 
admits the road to Shangri-La does not exist for 
people like her. And it is not what she says that 
carries the exchange, but the melancholy in her 
eyes.

With that scene, and Balfe’s passionate speech 
about Belfast being embedded in her soul, we prep 
for a big emotional fi nish. Interestingly enough, 
Branagh’s resolution embraces matter-of-fact sim-
plicity. You admire the restraint. At the same time, 
you feel denied a payoff that makes you go, “Wow, 
yes, indeed, this is the best movie of the year.”

You see, the buzz surrounding “Belfast,” gener-
ated by rapturous applause at the Toronto Film 
Festival, is that the Oscar race is over. Expect the 
fi lm to sweep every major category. “Belfast” is an 
excellent fi lm, but not so all-consuming that it hum-
bles other Oscar contenders into submission. Then 
again, I don’t believe Branagh designed it as such. 

Simply, as the postscript states, as a tribute to those 
who stayed, those who left...and to all the lives lost. 
And it is.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Jamie Dornan (center) plays the father, who fi nds himself torn being staying where he was born 
and moving elsewhere to avoid the new confl ict.

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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“Encanto” is lush Disney animation with the 
right message for families. It’s also a possible sign 
of Lin-Manuel Miranda fatigue.

Count me in as a fan of the “Hamilton” creator, 
who has had quite the year. First, the invigorat-
ing adaptation of “In the Heights.” Then, Netfl ix’s 
charming animated musical “Vivo,” followed by his  
inventive directorial debut of the late Jonathan 
Larson’s “tick...tick...BOOM!”

A busy year, to say the least.
Maybe too busy.
More than ever, this guy is in demand...but is he 

stretching himself too thin? The songs in “Encan-
to” are pleasant, but hardly memorable. The story, 
though, and Miranda receives credit, is another ex-
ample of how he explores family dynamics within 
immigrant sagas.

In the prologue, Alma Madrigal, as a young wom-
an, is chased by conquistadors, fl eeing home with 
her husband, Pedro, and their three toddlers, Ju-
lieta, Pepa and Bruno. Pedro is captured, but an 
enchanted candle helps Alma create a magical ca-
sita for her family and others, yielding a tiny village 
protected from the outside world. An unexpected 
benefi t of the village is that members of the Mad-
rigal family, once reaching a certain age, receive a 
magical gift. Isabel (voiced by Diane Guerrero), for 
example, can make fl owers bloom. Luisa (voiced by 
Jessica Darrow), is insanely strong.

Youngest sister Mirabel (voiced by Stephanie Be-
atriz), however, is the classic Disney heroine. The 
brainy outcast. Not only does she have trouble fi t-
ting in, but she also has no magical gift. But when 

cracks emerge in the casita – literal and symbolic – 
Mirabel realizes she can resolve the crisis.

Disney has been the gold standard of computer 
animation for so long, we take for granted the sheer 
artistry involved. In “Encanto,” we are reminded 
of how gorgeous a color palate the animators can 
explore. Scenes burst with vibrant reds, yellows 
and browns amid subtle lifelike touches – the way 
a character’s hand grasps an object – that lovingly 
balance fantasy with near-realism.

Miranda’s songs are light and playful, but hardly 
hummable. The composer can infuse catchy melo-
dies into propulsive Latin rhythms, where you’re 
pumped up by experiencing it. Not so here. The 
songs frequently distract from the story. The song 
“We Don’t Talk About Bruno” comes the closest to 
having that old Miranda kick, and the closing piece, 
“All of You,” is moving, but more from how it’s fi lmed 
than the music itself.

The message of “Encanto,” though, fi ts neatly 
into Miranda’s ongoing exploration of the life im-
migrants create for themselves. In this case, the en-
tombed world of the Madrigals is a magical shield 
against the horrors of the world, where they are 
looked down upon by an oppressive majority. The 
revelation that the Madrigals must fi nd the magic 
within themselves in the real world is powerful.

The Songs Fall Flat, but 
“Encanto” is a Delight

by Andrew Tallackson

Mirabel (center) marches to her own beat, puzzling her family, in Disney’s “Encanto.”

★ ★ ★
“Encanto”

Running time: 99 minutes. Rated PG

for some thematic elements and mild peril



December 9, 2021 Page 19
THE

As an animated family fi lm, “Encanto” is de-
lightful. Miranda just needs to rest a bit. Catch his 
breath so when his next project arrives, the songs 
knock your socks off.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Uncle Bruno (right) is a source of mystery for his niece, Mirabel.

Downtown Cookie Walk
LaPorte’s ninth annual Downtown Cookie Walk 

is from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11.
Participants must have a 2021 limited edition 

cookie tin to participate. They can be purchased for 
$10 (only one per family) at LaPorte Civic Audito-
rium, 1001 Ridge St., and from 9-11 a.m. the day of 
the walk at the new LEAP offi ce, 605 Michigan Ave. 
Maps of participating businesses will be available.

Visit tinyurl.com/bdfjdkje for more details. The 
event is presented by the LaPorte Small Business 
Coalition.

Since 1895, we’ve helped individuals 
reach their goals of homeownershiphomeownership. 
We are an award-winning bank with a 

reputation for strong valuesstrong values and quality quality 
serviceservice. We offer a variety of mortgage 

loan products with competitive rates and 
plans to help you achieve your goals.

219-262-6028   |  Centier.comMember FDIC

Jennifer Smart
Loan Originator
NMLS# 277082

219-262-6028 X 4805
jenniferssmart.com

For More Information, 
Please Contact 

Homeownership
Begins Here

CLOTHING 
& SHOES
FOR HIM 
& HER

ART  
BOOKS 
& GIFTS
for all 

8 MAPLE STREET
THREE OAKS, MI

PHONE
269.340.0346

goodsandheroes

Late Shopping in Three OaksLate Shopping in Three Oaks
SATURDAY DECEMBER 11 + 18SATURDAY DECEMBER 11 + 18

OPEN ‘TIL 8PMOPEN ‘TIL 8PM
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A simple college-ruled notebook became a por-
tal for Margaret Beeler, a passageway between the 
boredom of Sanibel Island, Fla., and the whimsical 
adventures on Eslura. 

The distance between Sanibel Island and Eslu-
ra can’t be measured in miles, the local author ex-
plains, as Eslura can’t be found on any map, but 
created in the depths of her imagination. For oth-
ers, the portal is found in her book, Sacred: Eslura’s 
Calling. Beeler describes is as a portal fantasy.

“A lot of people who have read my book have been 
comparing it to Narnia, which is awesome because 
I love Narnia. There’s a lot of talking animals, like 
Narnia, lighthearted humor and lighthearted fun 
and adventure,” Beeler, a Notre Dame School and 
Marquette Catholic High School alumna, said. 

The fi rst-time author admits it’s hard for her to 
summarize the story for fear of giving too much 
away. She did offer up a sampler. Beatrice, one of 
the main characters, is sent to summer camp where 
a friendship develops with a camp counselor. They 
soon fi nd themselves transported to Eslura. Al-
though the two feel they don’t fi t in on Earth, they 
learn more about themselves and the important 
roles in their new world.

Some inspiration for the story, she said, came 
from past summers at Valparaiso’s Camp Lawrence.

She says she didn’t write the story with a hidden 
meaning, but “there are lessons about fi nding your 
place in life – like me when I was young. I didn’t 
know where I fi t in or what I was meant to do. Then 
once I started writing, this is my place. Writing, in 
a sense, is my fantasy world.”

Beeler was eager to share her nine-year journey 
from a bored 12-year-old to a 22-year-old author/
publisher. It began when her mother, Kathleen 
Beeler, a Marquette High School theology teacher, 
purchased the notebook during a family vacation 
back in 2012.

“(The idea) for the story was just kind of there in 
my head. I was on vacation in Florida, really bored 
and bugging my mom. She bought me this wire-
bound journal and told me to be creative and just 
write something,” she recalled. “So, I sat down and 
started writing. I didn’t intend to publish it or do 
anything with it. It was just a fun little project.”

Months and years following the vacation, she 
would occasionally open her notebook, adding bits 
and pieces to her story. The turning point came 
when Beeler was about 16. She shared some of her 
writing with a family friend and published author, 
Heart Seely. 

“(Seely) really motivated me,” Beeler said. “He 
said I had talent, and I should consider doing some-

thing with this. That’s when I really started think-
ing, maybe I could really publish this thing.”

She admits she had a lot to learn about story 
structure, crediting her Marquette English teach-
ers for their help.

“It wasn’t a linear story at fi rst,” she said. “I had 
all these pieces, but the hardest part was fi nding 
what needed to go in between the pieces I had. It 
was like fi guring out a puzzle.”  

A perfectionist, Beeler says writer’s block was a 
huge problem, “and there were a lot of them over 
the nine years.” Taking walks, going to the beach or 
looking at other people’s works proved helpful.

Of course, there were nights when ideas kept her 
awake.

“Laying there trying to sleep, and all these 
thoughts going through my head, I had to get up 
and write them down,” Beeler said.

As for perfectionism, she came to the realization 
that “nothing in life is perfect. There’s always some-

thing that has to be fi xed.”

That doesn’t mean she’s not attuned to detail.

“My writing is very descriptive, very vivid, honed 
in on the little details,” she said. “It adds a lot to a 
scene, makes it feel real.”

Last summer, the Marquette University senior 
put her marketing major into action as she self-
published and marketed her book.

“Marquette (University) was really helpful, espe-
cially my marketing professor,” Beeler said. “I was 
able to bounce questions off him.”

Hours of research led Beeler to start her own 
publishing company, Half Sun Press.

“There were a lot of hurdles and a lot of learning 
over the course of a couple of years in publishing…
how to upload a book, format a manuscript, fi nd 
a cover designer, fi nd an editor,” she said. “It took 
me a couple of years to fi nd people I really wanted 
to work with. There was a lot of learning over the 
course of a couple of years.”

Local Author Reflects on Nine-Year Journey to Publish Fantasy Tale
Story and Photos by Bob Wellinski

Margaret Beeler is photographed at Lakeshore Coffee & Specialties with a copy of her book and a bag displaying the logo of her publishing company, Half Sun Press.
Margaret Beeler holds a copy of Sacred and its earliest form.

The book was released June 24. Her reaction to 
the book’s completion?

“I cried,” she recalled. “After all these years, it’s 
fi nally over. I was so excited; it doesn’t feel real.”

The reality is, it’s not over. Beeler has started 
working on a short story spin-off that takes place in 
the same world. When she’s fi nished, work begins 
on Book Two of a planned trilogy.

A smile crossed Beeler’s face when asked if she 
foresees her work making its way to the big screen.

“Right now, I just want to focus on getting the 
next book out,” she said.

Although Beeler didn’t let age stop her, there 
were others who felt she was too young. She encour-
ages others to strive for their dreams. 

“It doesn’t matter how old you are or how long it 
takes,” she stressed. “It took me nine years to pub-
lish. If you have a dream, keep working at it and 
don’t give up on your dream.”

(The Beacher’s Sally Carpenter reviewed Sacred 
in our Aug. 26 edition. Visit www.thebeacher.com to 
read it.)

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Wes Anderson is an acquired taste. You could say 
his characters march to their own beat; a more apt 
description might be, any recognizable beat is no-
where near their radar.

Early in Anderson’s career, we embraced the loo-
piness of it all. His fi lms were out there. Way, way 
out there...but gentle. Kinda sweet.

With “The French Dispatch,” Anderson has 
pushed his quirks, his eccentricities, too far. It’s his 
worst movie. It feels like one of his fi lms. His regu-
lars appear in it. But the absurdity, the social com-
mentary, ring hollow. The movie has no soul.

I was looking forward to this. Anderson calls “The 
French Dispatch” a love letter to journalists, so I 
prepped for a warped newspaper fable where the in-
mates run the asylum. But Anderson, whose style is 
downright obsessive – his camera only pans left and 
right, up and down – has lost sight of himself. “The 
French Dispatch” is a smug, self-indulgent parade 
of weirdos, one paced like a sloth with no interest in 
reaching the fi nish line.

The setup: Arthur Howitzer Jr. (Anderson muse 
Bill Murray, his immeasurable talent wasted), edi-
tor of The French Dispatch, dies of a heart attack. 
His staff preps the fi nal edition by resurrecting 
three previously published articles:
• A convicted murderer/abstract artist (Benicio del 

Toro) and the prison guard who poses for him 
(Léa Seydoux, frequently in stages of undress).

• Student revolutionaries documented by a biased 
journalist (Frances McDormand) who sleeps with 
a vapid student (Timothée Chalamet), one whose 
manifesto she rewrites so it sounds better.

• The food journalist (Jeffrey Wright) who gets in-
volved in a story involving an abduction and a po-
lice commissioner.
Drifting through these tales is a cast we now as-

sociate with the Anderson aesthetic — Owen Wil-
son, Jason Schwartzman, Anjelica Huston, Tilda 
Swinton, Adrien Brody, Bob Balaban, Willem Dafoe 
and Edward Norton — alongside newcomers Chris-
toph Waltz, Liev Schreiber, Saoirse Ronan and Elis-
abeth Moss. That’s quite a cast...and not an ounce of 
joy among them. When recalling an Anderson fi lm, I 
think of how the damaged family in “The Royal Ten-
nebaums” healed itself. Or the fanciful charms of 
Ralph Fiennes, cast against type in “The Grand Bu-
dapest Hotel.” Or the youthful bonds of “Moonrise 

“The French Dispatch” is Wes Anderson’s Worst
by Andrew Tallackson

A big-name cast, but few garnering the necessary screen time, in “The French Dispatch.”

★
“The French Dispatch”

Running time: 107 minutes. Rated R for graphic nudity, 

some sexual references and language.
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Kingdom.” These fi lms are about 
wounded souls who channel their 
sadness into restoring themselves.

The characters in “The French 
Dispatch” are exaggerated car-
toons. Overly written. They drone 
on about their vision, their ide-
als, but the dialogue sounds like 
pretentious coffeehouse babble. 
Swinton is good for a laugh or two, 
moderating an art lecture in in-
appropriately confessional style. 
Everyone else, though, is on auto 
pilot. Marched about by Anderson 
who assumes actors in trance-like 
fashion is amusing. All of his visu-
al trademarks feel robotic: actors 
posed in awkward group shots, 
characters drifting through freeze-
frame action.

Just who Anderson created this 
movie for is a puzzle. It isn’t amus-
ing or insightful, nor do we care 
about the characters. By the time 
Wright, one of my favorite actors, 
arrives on screen, I had briefl y 
nodded off, jolted awake by the rumble of gunfi re.

What was going on? Not sure. If Anderson couldn’t 
make me care, why invest any more time and en-

ergy into it?
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

Anderson again insists on awkwardly posing his cast, assuming that, in and of itself, is amusing.

THE BEST 
LEARNING 
HAPPENS 
IN PERSON
Learn more about our 190-acre 

   campus, small class sizes, 

and in-person learning at 

lalumiere.org



December 9, 2021Page 24
THE

Southwest Michigan Symphony 
Orchestra’s holiday concert, which 
celebrates the sights, sounds and 
talents of the area, is at 7:30 p.m. 
EST Saturday, Dec. 11, at the Lake 
Michigan College Mendel Center 
Mainstage.

Joining SMSO, led by music di-
rector fi nalist Rachel Waddell, are 
vocalist-songwriter Jenna Mam-
mina, Andraé Townsel, the Benton 
Harbor Area Schools superinten-
dent, Southwest Michigan Sympho-
ny Chorus and Studio Dance The-
atre. A meet and greet with Waddell 
and the performers is at 6:30 p.m. 
EST in the North Lower Lobby.

The program includes: “Christ-
mas Overture,” “Winter Wonder-
land,” selections from “Frozen,” “Let 
It Snow,” “My Favorite Things,” 
“Mary Did You Know,” “We Need a 
Little Christmas,” “‘Twas the Night 
Before Christmas,” “Polonaise” 
from the “Christmas Eve Suite,” selections from 
“The Nutcracker Suite,” “Christmas Bells” and “Un-
ending Flame.”

Single ticket costs are:
• Zone A: adults, $35; students, $5.
• Zone B: adults, $20; students, $5. 

Tickets can be purchased at www.smso.org, from 
the SMSO offi ce at (269) 982-4030 or at the event 
if available. The Mendel Center COVID-19 policy 
for visitors and patrons includes mandated masks 
while indoors.

Lake Michigan College is located at 2755 E. Na-
pier Ave., Benton Harbor, Mich.

Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra Holiday Concert

Above: music director fi nalist Rachel Waddell. Below: Jenna Mammina (left) and Andraé Townsel.

http://www.smso.org
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LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with 
an adult required to participate. Times are from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/
per program. Pre-registration and payment are re-
quired at least one week in advance or until full, 
whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:
• Dec. 15 — Behind the Mask.

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers through music, 
dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting, hiking.

The free program is from 10-11 a.m. Dec. 20 at 
Luhr County Park. Masks are required for 3 and 
older. Call (219) 325-8315 at least one week in ad-
vance to register.

Noon Time Talk Series
The Noon Time Talk Series continues, focus-

ing on the 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional, at 12:20 
p.m. EDT Thursday, Dec. 9, at Midwest Museum of 
American Art, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart.

The speaker is Bryan Graham, South Bend, an 
assemblage artist who uses found wood objects. 
This year, he received the Best Sculpture Award. 

Admission is $5. Members are free. Call (574) 
293-6660 for details.

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

219.879.2822
Michigan City, IN

Mon – Sat 
10am-4pm (CST)
Closed SundayThe Store

Buy/Sell LIONEL

Let’s put a train around your tree!

Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org


December 9, 2021Page 26
THE

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher’s office hours are:

Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed: Saturday & Sunday

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app through 

options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place 
holds on items using a customer account. Once at 
the library, check in using the app and clicking Pick-
up from the bottom of the screen (or calling the li-
brary location). An appointment no longer is needed. 
Add the parking space on the app if picking up from 
the main location. Enter information in the instruc-
tions box if picking up holds placed on more than one 
account, or if needing additional assistance. A staff 
member brings held items to the vehicle. Customers 
using the app receive updates as their requests are 
processed. Returns can be placed in book drops and 
be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At this time, 
there is no limit to the number of items customers 
can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
The following programs are planned:

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Dec. 10. The socially distanced storytime in-
cludes rhymes, music and activities.

• Teen Anime Club from 4:30-6 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 13, at the main branch, Meeting Room 
B. Meet other teen anime fans through the club.

• Page Turners Book Club from noon-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 14, in the main library, Meet-
ing Room B. Refreshments will not be served, 
but guests can take coffee or tea.

• Pajama Time from 6-7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
14, at the Coolspring Branch meeting room.
The library story time invites children ages 2-5 to 
wear pajamas during the program.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located 
at 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.
laportelibrary.org for more details, including 
programming through the Exchange building.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
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“Sharing” Ballet

Metamorphis Traveling Theatre will bring ballet to Sharing Meadows, 
Share Foundation’s residential community in Rolling Prairie for other-
abled adults, at 3 p.m. Sunday Dec. 12. Judith Joseph conceived and 
choreographed an abridged version of “Coppelia” Act II to join MTT’s 
repertoire. The production features Doug Moon and Helen Williams 
(pictured here). “Coppelia” also will be performed at 5:30 p.m. EST 

Wednesday, Dec. 22, at Woodland Terrace of Bridgman, Mich.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• South Shore Line: The Way to the Dunes 
on Thursday, Dec. 9.

The Midwest Rail Rangers, a partner with In-
diana Dunes State Park, will present an on-board 
educational program that includes Indiana Dunes 
State Park. The eastbound program is on South 
Shore Train 503. It departs Chicago-Millennium 
Station at 8:40 a.m., with a stop at Dune Park at 
10:04 a.m. and arriving at South Bend-Airport Sta-
tion at 12:10 p.m. EDT. The westbound South Shore 
program is on Train 506. It departs South Bend-Air-
port Station at 1:05 p.m. EDT, with a stop at Dune 
Park at 1:15 p.m. and arriving at Chicago-Millenni-
um Station at 2:39 p.m. Seating is on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. Look for the car with yellow signs 
on the inside (normally towards the middle of the 
train). No reservations are needed. A regular train 
ticket is required.

• Cold Blooded Buffet at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 11, at the Nature Center Auditorium.

See resident reptiles and amphibians eat live hol-
iday meals.

• Cocoa & Crafts from 1-2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
12, in the Nature Center Auditorium. 

Make a holiday ornament.
❑

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

Indiana Dunes National Park
The National Park Service has created an audio 

version of Indiana Dunes National Park’s offi cial 
map and guide, making it accessible to visually im-
paired visitors.

The audio description can be accessed by visit-
ing tinyurl.com/2p82t2rx, or by downloading the 
UniDescription mobile app for Apple and Android 
devices. Downloadable audio fi les are available as 
well. 

Local and other park employees, including a le-
gally blind staff member, facilitated the project 
alongside a fully blind, experienced volunteer who 
has assisted other parks’ audio-described brochures.  

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Madrigal Concert
First United Methodist Church’s music depart-

ment will be joined by performers to present the 
12th Annual Madrigal Concert at 3 and 6 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 12, in the sanctuary.

A free-will offering will be accepted to aid the 
Downtown Emergency Soup Kitchen that serves 
meals from the church kitchen fi ve days a week. 
The church is located at 121 E. Seventh St.

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.furniturewerks.com
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John and Jane Doe

57263 East Street

Michigan City, IN 46360-1044
John and Jane Doe

57263 East StreetMichigan City, IN 46360-1044

Seasonal Labels
for all your

Holiday Mailings320
Labels

$2000

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City • 219-879-0088

actual size actual size

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 31 years in business

Student Council Food Drive
The Michigan City High School Student Council 

again is coordinating a “drive through” collection of 
non-perishable food items from 9 a.m.-noon Satur-
day, Dec. 11, at Ames Field, 2501 Franklin St.

Those interested can “drive through” the Ames 
Field parking lot 
with a donation 
for The Salvation 
Army of Michigan 
City food pantry. 
Monetary dona-
tions also will be 
accepted.

Every year be-
fore the holidays, 
the high school – 
along with Michi-
gan City Area 
Schools elemen-
tary and middle 
schools – partici-
pate in a district-
wide food drive 

that benefi ts The Salvation Army. For several years 
running, the drive has generated more than two 
tons of canned goods and other non-perishable items 
for those in need.

As in the past, the drive will have an element of 
competition. All MCAS schools will vie for a travel-
ing trophy to display over the next year. Food will 
be weighed and credited to the donor’s Michigan 
City school of choice. The school collecting the most 
food (based on weight, adjusted for school size) re-
ceives the trophy.

Last year’s food drive collected more than two 
tons of items for people in need.

Friends of Beverly Shores Bazaar
A Friends of Beverly Shores Bazaar Pop-up Sale 

is from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11, at 100 
Brown Ave., Suite 1, Chesterton.

Donations will be accepted. Contact Linda Wag-
ner at (219) 299-6998 or wagnercasa44@gmail.com 
for more details.

mailto:wagnercasa44@gmail.com
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Hall of Fame Deadline Nears
Purdue University Northwest seeks nominations 

of alumni for its fi rst induction into a new PNW 
Alumni Hall of Fame.

The callout, a component of PNW’s ongoing “5-75 
Roaring Ahead” anniversary celebration, will honor 
distinguished graduates from PNW and its legacy 
institutions: Purdue Calumet and Purdue North 
Central. The year-long celebration honors the fi fth 
year of Purdue Northwest, and the 75th year of both 
legacy campuses.

The inaugural class will be honored at a gala in 
June 2022, proceeds from which will support schol-
arships.

PNW seeks high-achieving leaders in their fi elds, 
involved community members and those who have 
engaged with PNW beyond their time as students.

Nominations must be completed by Jan. 9, 2022. 
The form, and more information about PNW’s an-
niversary celebrations, can be found at www.pnw. 
edu/roaring-ahead.

A selection committee will review all nomina-
tions. The following criteria applies:

• Alumni who graduated at least 10 years ago.

• Nominations must be submitted by someone 
other than the recommended recipient.

• Posthumous nominations will be accepted.

Duneland Weavers Guild
The Duneland Weaver Guild meets from 10 a.m.-

noon Saturday, Dec. 11, at Three Moons Fiberworks, 
402 Broadway, Chesterton.

Planned is the annual silent auction to raise funds 
for programming. Offerings include new and gently 
used weaving items and member-donated creations.

Meetings are open the public.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
http://www.pnw
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com


December 9, 2021 Page 31
THE

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• South Central Junior-Senior High School, 9808 

S. County Road 600 West, Union Mills, 8 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10.

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 13.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

10-Digit Dialing Now Mandatory
Ten-digit dialing became offi cial Oct. 24 for Indi-

ana, Illinois and Michigan residents.
Those affected are: Indiana residents with (219) 

and (574) area codes; Illinois residents with (309) 
(618) and (708) area codes; and Michigan residents 
with (616), (810), (906) and (989) area codes.

A 10-digit call requires the three-digit area code 
and seven-digit telephone number, even when call-
ing someone in the same area code. The change does 
not affect a current telephone number. In the case 
of the Illinois (708) number, the 10-digit number 
may have to use trunk code 1, which is known as 
1+10-digit dialing, or national, format.

Why is this required? According to the Federal 
Communications Commission, “as more area codes 
begin to run out of new seven-digit numbers to as-
sign, a second local area code may be added, requir-
ing that area to transition to ten-digit dialing.”

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

ALPINE
T   R   E   E      S   E   R    V   I   C   E

10% Discount
Through December 31

• Tree Removal • Land Clearing • Crane Service

Fall is Here, Winter’s Just  
Around the Corner

Now is the Perfect Time to Call Us!

Fully Insured
24-Hour Emergency Service

(219) 369-7299

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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In the Area:
Dec. 9 — South Shore Line: The Way to the Dunes 

(Midwest Rail Rangers). Info: (219) 926-1390.
Dec. 10-12 — “Casa de Locos,” Footlight Theatre, 

1705 Franklin St. Times: 7:30 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 2 p.m. 
Sun. Reservations: $15, $10/12 & younger. Reserva-
tions: (219) 874-4035, www.footlightplayers.org, @ 
theater.

Dec. 10-12 — “Miracle on 3rd and A Street,” La-
Porte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St. Times: 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 10/2 p.m. Dec. 11 & 12. Tickets: $17/
adults, $16/seniors 55+, $13/students with ID. Res-
ervations: www.laportelittletheatreclub.com

Dec. 11 — Michigan City High School Student 
Council “drive through” food drive for Salvation 
Army, 9 a.m.-noon, Ames Field, 2501 Franklin St.

Dec. 11 — LaPorte’s ninth annual Downtown 
Cookie Walk, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Info: tinyurl.com/
bdfjdkje

Dec. 11 — Cold Blooded Buffet, 10 a.m., Nature 
Center Auditorium @ Indiana Dunes State Park,  
1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: 
(219) 926-1390.

Dec. 11 — Santa Claus at the Barker Mansion, 
631 Washington St., noon-4 p.m. Info: www.
barkermansion.org 

Dec. 11 — LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra 
27th Annual Holiday at the Pops, 7 p.m., LaPorte 
Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. Tickets: $15/
adults, $5/12 & younger. Reservations: www.
lcso.net. Tickets also @ Civic, Roxy Music, 1012 
Lincolnway.

Dec. 12 — Story Time with one of Santa’s offi cial 
storytellers, noon-4 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 
Washington St. Info: www.barkermansion.org 

Dec. 12 — 12th Annual Madrigal Concert, 3 &  6 
p.m., First United Methodist Church, 121 E. Sev-
enth St. Free-will offering.

Dec. 12 — Cocoa & Crafts, 1-2 p.m., Nature Cen-
ter Auditorium @  Indiana Dunes State Park,  1600 
N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 
926-1390.

Dec. 13 — Needle Arts Club, 5:30 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: www.
mclib.org

Dec. 14 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, Meeting Room B, 

904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org
Dec. 14 — Christmas Angels Among Us, 2-3 

p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 874-3754. 

Through Dec. 17 — “Holiday Extravaganza,” St. 
Stanislaus Convent Shop, 1501 Franklin St. Hours: 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Wed./Fri./Sat.

Through Dec. 31 — Area Artists Association 
member Suzy Vance, small NIPSCO Art Education 
Studio @ Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

Through Dec. 31 — Oil paintings by Don Grott, 
The Legacy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours: 6 a.m.-
8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 
p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com

Through Jan. 9 — Holiday Artisan Market, Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Gal-
lery hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays (closed Tues.), 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. weekends. Info: (219) 874-4900, www.
lubeznikcenter.org 

Through Feb. 25 — “Nature Now,” Lubeznik 
Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Center hours: 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri.; 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Closed Tuesday. Admission: free. 
Info: (219) 874-4900, www.lubeznikcenter.org

Thursdays — Turn Up Dance Fitness with Sta-
cy G., Long Beach Community Center, 2501 Oriole 
Trail. Times: Dec. 11, 18 (8:30 a.m.), Dec. 23, 30 
(5:30 p.m.). Cost: $5 paid at class.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

In the Region
Dec. 9 — Noon Time Talk Series, 12:20 p.m. EDT, 

Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St., 
Elkhart. Admission: $5. Info: (574) 293-6660.

Dec. 11 — Friends of Beverly Shores Bazaar 
Pop-up Sale, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 100 Brown Ave., Suite 1, 
Chesterton. Info: wagnercasa44@gmail.com, (219) 
299-6998.

Dec. 11 — Duneland Weavers Guild, 10 a.m.-
noon, Three Moons Fiberworks, 402 Broadway, 
Chesterton. Open to public.

Dec. 11 — Southwest Michigan Symphony Or-
chestra holiday concert, 7:30 p.m. EST, Lake Michi-
gan College Mendel Center Mainstage, 2755 E. 
Napier Ave., Benton Harbor, Mich. Tickets: (269) 
982-4030, www.smso.org, @ event if available.

Through Dec. 9 — Valparaiso University exhibit, 
The Village Gallery @ Pines Village Retirement 
Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso. 
Gallery hours: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Info: 
(219) 465-1591, www.pinesvillage.org

Through Dec. 19 — The Midwest Museum of 
American Art’s 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional, 429 
S. Main St., Elkhart. Hours (all times Eastern): 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Tue.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Admission: 
$10/adult, $6 (8-12), $8 (13-18 & college students 

http://www.footlightplayers.org
http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.lcso.net
http://www.lcso.net
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
mailto:kd3627@hotmail.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
mailto:wagnercasa44@gmail.com
http://www.smso.org
http://www.pinesvillage.org
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with ID). Info: www.midwestmuseum.org
Through Jan. 2 — “A Christmas Story” Comes 

Home Exhibit, Indiana Welcome Center, 7770 
Corinne Drive, Hammond. Info/reservations: www.
AChristmasStoryComesHome.com

Through Jan. 16 — “Birds of a Feather” 
(annual member show), The Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org

Through Jan. 17 — Krasl Art Center annual 
Members’ Show, “Resiliency Redux,” KAC, 707 Lake 
Blvd, St. Joseph, Mich. Exhibit preview: 5:30-8 p.m. 
EST Dec. 3. Info: (269) 983-0271.

Vickers Theatre — Now showing: “Julia.” Rated 
PG-13. Times: 6 p.m. Dec. 10-12, 3:15 p.m. Dec. 13. 
Also showing: “Belfast.” Rated PG-13. Times: 3:15 
p.m. Dec. 10-12, 6 p.m. Dec. 13. All times Eastern. 
Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. 
Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

Nov. 30, 2021
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Lady Strikers    35.5 12.5
2. Gutter Busters    32   16
3. Gutter Gals   27  21 
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Mary Lou McFadden  181
2. Dottie Brinckman   169
3. Ann Bogart   151
4. Deb Konicek    150
4. Kathy Osborne    150
SPLITS
Mary McDonald  3-10, 3-4-7
Deb Frederick  2-7
Mary Lou McFadden  4-5
Nancy Klausner   7-8
STRIKES
Kathy Osborne — 4.
Mary Lou McFadden — 3.

❑

More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.
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911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
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Brochures
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On December 9, 1793, Noah Webster published 
The American Minerva, New York’s fi rst daily news-
paper.

On December 9, 1884, Chicago’s Levant Richard-
son received a patent for ball-bearing roller skates.

On December 9, 1907, the fi rst Christmas Seals 
were placed on sale in the post offi ce at Wilmington, 
Del. The proceeds (as they are now) were devoted to 
the campaign against tuberculosis.

On December 9, 1972, Life magazine, after 35 
years of publishing, announced it was folding.

On December 10, 1869, the territory of Wyoming 
authorized women to vote and hold offi ce.

On December 10, 1917, in an area outside the 
Nebraska city of Omaha, Father Edward Flanagan 
founded Boys Town.

On December 10, 1931, Jane Addams became the 
fi rst American woman to become (corecipient) of the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

On December 10, 1948, Chicago’s Meigs Field was 
offi cially opened.

On December 10, 1964, in Oslo, Norway, Martin 
Luther King Jr. accepted the Nobel Peace Prize.

On December 11, 1719, the fi rst recorded New 
England sighting of the Aurora Borealis took place.

On December 11, 1816, Indiana became the 19th 
state to join the Union.

On December 11, 1901, Guglielmo Marconi re-
ceived the fi rst radio signal sent across the Atlantic 
Ocean. The signal traveled from England to New-
foundland, a distance of approximately 2,000 miles.

On December 11, 1909, the fi rst public showing 
of movies in color was achieved by running fi lm 
through red and green screens. Many viewers com-
plained of headaches.

On December 11, 1921, Chicago’s Thomas “Ter-
rible Tommy” O’Connor (convicted of killing a police 
detective) escaped from Cook County Jail four days 
before he was to be hanged.

On December 12, 1792, in Vienna, Ludwig van 
Beethoven, 22, paid 19 cents for his fi rst music les-
son from Franz Joseph Haydn.

On December 12, 1889, Boston’s George F. Grant 
was granted a patent for a golf tee.

On December 12, 1918, President Woodrow Wil-
son arrived in France, becoming the fi rst sitting 

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
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president to visit Europe.

On December 12, 1925, the nation’s fi rst motel, 
which went by the name of the “Motel Inn,” opened 
in the California city of San Luis Obispo.

On December 12, 1955, in the largest philan-
thropic gesture in world history, the Ford Founda-
tion announced a gift of $500 million to the nation’s 
private hospitals, colleges and medical schools.

On December 13, 1577, Sir Francis Drake left 
England to become the fi rst Englishman to circum-
navigate the globe, attacking such Spanish posses-
sions as he was able to locate along the way.

On December 13, 1769, New Hampshire’s Dart-
mouth College received its charter.

On December 13, 1927, Yehudi Menuhin, a 
10-year-old child violinist, made his successful New 
York debut in Carnegie Hall. After the triumphant 
recital, he was asked what he would like next. 
“Some ice cream,” was his reply.

On December 13, 1928, George Gershwin’s “An 
American in Paris” premiered at Carnegie Hall.

On December 13, 1978, the ill-fated “Susan B. An-
thony” dollar was issued by the U.S. Mint.

On December 14, 1799, at his home in Mount 
Vernon, Va., George Washington, the nation’s fi rst 
president, died at age 67.

On December 14, 1902, the cable ship Silverton 
set out from San Francisco to lay the fi rst cable from 
the mainland to Honolulu. On Jan. 1, 1903, the ca-
ble was ready to transmit messages.

On December 14, 1910, a $10 million gift from 
Andrew Carnegie established the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace. The purpose was to 
work toward peace through research, publications 
and other educational activities.

On December 14, 1911, Norwegian explorer Roald 
Amundson made the fi rst recorded visit to the South 
Pole, beating out an expedition by Robert F. Scott.

On December 15, 1791, the fi rst law school in the 
United States was born when the trustees of the 
University of Pennsylvania elected James Wilson to 
the post of professor of law.

On December 15, 1890, “Sitting Bull,” chief of the 
Sioux nation, was shot and killed in South Dakota 
in a skirmish with federal troops.

On December 15, 1939, “Gone With the Wind” 
premiered at Loew’s Grand Theater in Atlanta.

On December 15, 1961, a Jerusalem court sen-
tenced former Nazi Adolf Eichmann to death for 
World War II crimes.

On December 15, 1987, Gary Hart, who dropped 
out of the race for the Democratic presidential nom-
ination because of his relationship with model Don-
na Rice, returned to the campaign, saying, “Let’s let 
the people decide.” They did, and he lost.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Looking for snow removal for small Michigan City property. 

Not plowing. Call (708) 908-0876.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
November-December Holiday Special: Signed books & all jewelry 50% off.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

IN-HOME CAREGIVERS
Experience in dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, cancer and stroke 

clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. Call for more info at 
(219) 809-8183.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

ALL-IN-ONE HANDYMAN SERVICES (WE DO IT ALL)
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR HOME REPAIR (Jared & Lewis). 

(Exterior): Roofing: Leak & shingle repairs, residential roofing all types, 
moss & mildew, drywall repairs; SIDING ALL TYPES, fascia, soffits, 
metal wrap, critters & hornets, Gutters: downspouts, gutter screens, 

adjustments & repairs. (INTERIOR): Decks, framing, trim work, electrical, 
pluming, flooring, ceramic tile, windows, doors, painting, all interior proj-

ects. (2 Guys Fair Price). 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015. Emergency calls same day.

DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.
EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED

Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES

Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Interior/Exterior paint-
ing. Walls, ceilings, trim, all paintable surfaces. Drywall replacement/

repair, texturing, wood graining. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority 
- Ref. Avail. 

(574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications possible. We leave 
houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reasonable. We 

would be very appreciative to work in your home. 
Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning, 

snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.
 Facebook.com/abeslawncare

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com


December 9, 2021 Page 37
THE

BUY
SELL

TRADE
Festivus for the 

Rest of Us!

(219) 873 0858

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in 

RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 
the beauty of their outdoor design. 

Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 

/dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Fall Cleanup & snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 

weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 
washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. 

(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees, as well as seasonal sum-
mer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, servers, buss staff, dishwashers. 

Will train. Email letter of intent and resume to 
FishcampMC@gmail.com

Cleaning lady needs reliable driver to drop off and pick up after jobs.
1 or 2 houses a day Monday-Friday with occasional day off in between. 
Locations between Michigan City and New Buffalo. Payment per house 

with car provided. Call Aldona at (219) 898-0546. 
Oak Woods Manor-Independent Senior Living is looking for reliable 
employees for full- and part-time shifts for resident assistant, wait staff 
and cook, all shifts, weekends and holidays. Flexible schedules, salary 
range starting at $10-$17 depending on experience, shift and position. 
Must have COVID-19 vaccination and booster. Please call Chuck or 

Tina at (219) 362-6600.
Carts on 12 Mechanic Wanted

Will train, $16-$20/hr. with benefits

*Holiday Pay
*Overtime available
*Legal Assistance

*Flexible hours, full- and part-time work available

Apply in person at Carts on 12, 19429 U.S. 12, New Buffalo, MI

FOR SALE
Greenwood Cemetery: 2 graves together.

$3,000. Call (407) 766-0250

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Mary’s Treasures Estate Sale, Edgewood, MC • 

Dec. 10-12, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sale will feature everything you need for Christmas: decorations, games, 

toys, dolls & more. Most are vintage or antique. S
ee EstateSales.org for more information and photos.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL
I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,

licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you 

in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077. 

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 

in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

Ogden Dunes: 3 bedrooms, oak floors, fireplace, full basement.
Available now, $1,600 monthly. (219) 938-1188 or text (219) 902-9039
Michiana Shores 2BR/2BA, completely renovated and beautifully fur-
nished home for rent. $1,800/month. Available monthly/ 6-month rental 

through June 1. Call or text Julia at (619) 346-9226

Three Michigan City High School 
instrumental music students 
were selected for the 2021 
All-District Honor Band, which 
performed in November at 
Kankakee Valley High School. 
Pictured are (from left): Alexa 
Sparks, oboe; Sophia Barczak, 
clarinet; and Kyra Krachinski, 
fl ute. In addition, Vivian Taylor 
(right) advanced to Regional 
Band, which was held at Portage 
High School. 

Band Honors

Polish-American Cultural Society
Polish-American Cultural Society of North-

west Indiana, Michigan City Chapter, meets at 5 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 15, at St. Stanislaus Kostka 
School, 1506 Washington St.

Use the entrance between the church and school; 
signs direct people to the meeting room, which is on 
the ground level (no stairs). Call Theresa Child at 
(219) 464-1369 for details.

mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:FishcampMC@gmail.com
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The Judge’s List by John Grisham (hardcov-
er, $29.95 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook and an audiobook. 357 pages.)

“What do you expect me to do?
“Just believe me, Lacy. You have to believe me.” 
When you hear the premise of this week’s book, 

you’ll see why believability is the necessary ingredi-
ent to solving an unbelievable crime…

Judges. They are supposed to be fair, compas-
sionate, squeaky clean. Upstanding members of the 
community. Maybe we forget 
judges also are human beings, 
with human failings.

In Grisham’s last book, The 
Whistler, we met Lacy Stoltz, 
a lawyer working for the Flori-
da Board on Judicial Conduct. 
She returns for this stand-
alone novel that takes her into 
territory she never thought 
possible.

Understaffed, underpaid, 
non-existent group morale — 
all these things make up the 
BJC. Even long-suffering Lacy 
is ready to pack it up, get out 
and fi nd a meaningful job. Her 
boyfriend, Allie, works for the 
FBI and feels similarly about 
his job. And yet, he can’t seem 
to ask Lacy to marry him and 
change their futures toward 
something that makes them 
content. Until one day, Lacy 
receives a mysterious phone 
call…

She won’t give her real 
name, won’t meet in Lacy’s of-
fi ce and demands she not dis-
cuss what she’s about to tell 
her with anyone else until the BJC accepts her case. 
Hmmm. That’s asking a lot. But something about 
the call makes Lacy agree to meet “Margie” at a cof-
fee shop.

What “Margie” tells Lacy is too bizarre not to be 
believable. It’s about a man who has been killing 
for the past 20 years or so. There are at least seven 
victims in seven different locations...that she knows 
of. She has spent the last two decades dedicating 
her life to following leads and gathering evidence on 
this person. And, asks Lacy, just who is this person? 
A judge, “Margie” replies.

Pause for dramatic effect, because this is the fi rst 
time Lacy has heard of a sitting judge accused of be-
ing a serial killer. It seems impossible. But, there’s 

enough information from “Margie” to make her be-
lieve she might have a case to present.

“Margie” fi nally has to give her real name — it’s 
Jeri Crosby, and her father, Bryan Burke, probably 
was the judge’s second victim, killed in 1992. Burke 
was a professor of law and the judge one of his stu-
dents. Yes, the judge waited many years to exact re-
venge on his victims. But that may be his M.O. He 
waits patiently, he will know the right time to target 
those on his list — after all, they deserve to die.

Jeri is sure Thad Leawood was the judge’s fi rst 
victim in 1991. He was the 
judge’s Boy Scout leader 
whom she believes sexually 
abused him when he was a 
teenager. Was that the event 
that started the judge on his 
killing path? Possibly.

Like a lot of serial killers, 
the judge didn’t want to be 
caught, but he didn’t want his 
work to go unnoticed either. 
Every victim was hit in the 
head, then asphyxiated with 
a special nylon rope tied with 
a special knot — his calling 
card.

Jeri gives enough informa-
tion that Lacy fi gures out the 
name of the judge — Ross 
Bannick. He’s too good to be 
real: “A near perfect record 
on the bench, no complaints 
at all. High ratings from the 
bar.” 

How has Jeri managed to 
get this much information 
when the police in each loca-
tion have given up in solving 
the murders? She is a diligent 
researcher, and has the help 

of a private investigator, an ex-cop, to help her. As 
Jeri puts it, “Everything we do leaves a trail.” 

While Jeri is caustic at fi rst with Lacy, their re-
lationship turns into a friendship, and you can’t 
help but feel sympathy for her, and want her to put 
Bannick away for life and fi nally fi nd peace. Also, 
Lacy proves to be a stubborn and thorough lawyer 
throughout the story, and you want her to succeed, 
too. But then, Jeri gets a little too cocky…

Another winner from Grisham. Some may fi nd 
the beginning slow, but the way Bannick and Jeri 
each work toward fi nding each other is a process 
that soon leads to a showdown…one in which the 
outcome is never clear until the fi nal pages.

Till next time, happy reading!
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Micky Gallas
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

Cell: 219.861.6012
Office: 219.874.7070

currently closed for a complete renovation. Our 

at 111 Franklin Street during this time. We cannot 
wait for you all to see our new digs!”

- Micky Gallas Group
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