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Celebrating a True Visionary
by Linda Weigel

Editor’s Note – This is the fi nal article in our coverage of November’s Isamu Noguchi celebration.

The Isamu Noguchi mural by David Blodgett.

“I say it is the sculptor, who orders and animates 
space, gives it meaning.” Isamu Noguchi

Generally, I approach November with a one-
thing-at-a-time mentality, prepping for 
Thanksgiving and not much else.

This past November took on an entirely differ-
ent feel with LaPorte’s “Noguchi November” classes 
and celebration, leaving me immersed in all things 
Noguchi. Turns out, it was not a bad place to be. In 
fact, it was a very nice, animated space to be.

For those who may have missed our fi rst article 
in the Oct. 28 edition, here is a refresher.

The story begins in 1918. A 13-year-old Japanese-
American boy leaves home in Japan and arrives in 
America alone and unaccompanied to begin stud-
ies at a school he’d never visited (and soon closes). 
Eventually, he ends up living with the family of a 
LaPorte pastor and graduating from LaPorte High 

School in 1922. The young man goes on to become 
one of the most admired and critically acclaimed 
artists-sculptors-designers of the 20th century...and 
one of LaPorte’s least known, yet most successful 
and inspiring stories.   

The fact that Noguchi wound up in LaPorte with 
a local family enabled him to graduate high school 
and gave some stability to his rather unstable ar-
rival. Most signifi cant was his connection to Dr. Ed-
ward A. Rumely – signifi cant for Rumely’s patron-
age and contacts within the business communities 
locally and nationally, especially in New York.

How did he become such a signifi cant artist, one 
who is written about, studied, analyzed and cri-
tiqued? He never really belonged to any particular 
art movement, yet successfully collaborated with 
other creatives in dance, theater and the visual 

Continued on Page 2
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arts. How did he fi t in? The short answer is, he was 
so unique, so different in approach and intent and, 
in the long run, highly infl uential to those who came 
after him. I think of Noguchi as a contemporary ge-
nius, exploring possibilities of timelessness in his 
stone sculptures and design work. His life and work 
touched me deeply. His versatility to work in mul-
tiple media is incredible.

My time immersed in all things Noguchi has giv-
en me an insight into someone I had heard of, but 
knew little about. I am grateful to “Noguchi Novem-
ber” for setting me on this path of discovery.

❑

“What Brancusi does with a bird or the Japanese 
do with a garden is to take the essence of nature and 
distill it just as a poet does.  And that’s what I’m in-
terested in – the poetic translation.” Isamu Noguchi

That sense of the poetic translation, present 
in much of Noguchi’s work, whether in dis-
cussing his sculptures, playground designs, 

theater sets or commercial applications, clearly res-
onates in the end result. For the relatively small 
LaPorte community, recognizing the artist’s contri-
butions to society via his early connections here re-
verberated within the lives of several key individu-
als as well.

Fortunately, a movement took shape to honor 
and celebrate Noguchi’s life and LaPorte connec-
tions. Begun by Rolling Prairie School alumnus 
Barrie Peterson, things progressed to where after 
several years of development, a fi nal plan emerged 
to celebrate the artist’s life through special classes 
and mural commission. With the formation of the 
LaPorte Friends of Noguchi Committee, LaPorte 
County Public Library and Vibrant Communities 
of LaPorte County, “Noguchi November” was con-
fi rmed. These events would include commissioning 
a special mural to celebrate Noguchi’s life, a county-
wide high school art competition and classes hosted 
by LPCPL in November.  

The fi rst event to gain traction was the mural com-
mission. David Blodgett, South Bend, has produced 
more than 100 successful murals. Interestingly, 
he’d created a mural for the Rumely Allis-Chalmers 
LaPorte Heritage Center, 2581 W. Indiana 2. His 
experience and previous LaPorte contacts made 
him ideal for the job.  

Karen Ellison (from left), LaPorte County Public Library board president, 
artist David Blodgett and Rolling Prairie School alumnus Barrie Peterson 

offi cially unveil Blodgett’s mural during the Nov. 17 ribbon cutting.

…True Visionary Continued from Page 1
Asked how he began the project, Blodgett said, 

“The imagery was left to my choice, but it was fairly 
obvious, I needed a good photographic portrait. I 
picked a late middle-age one.”

Thus, the central fi gure in the mural is a smil-
ing, confi dent, middle-aged Noguchi: a great choice 
for the painted portrait. Other items in the mural 
reference the range of work and people in Noguchi’s 
life, including Martha Graham and Dr. Rumely, as 
well as a teenage photo of Noguchi at Duneland 
Beach with Julian Mack and Isabel Rumely.

“I felt that I needed to depict the different types 
of sculpture that formed his mature career such as 
his earthwork sculpture, his furniture design, his 
abstract sculpture and his theatrical set designs,” 
Blodgett said.

He was helped in his research by Peterson, who 
lent him several large books on Noguchi’s life and 
work. The fi nal mural was executed in acrylic on 
Medium Density Overlay panel and is located in the 
main library, 904 Indiana Ave., La Porte.  

The beauty of executing an acrylic mural is that 
the colors retain their brilliance for years to come, 
and the paint itself is fl exible and longer lasting 
than oil, making it an excellent choice for this com-

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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mission. In addition, Blodgett did a sensitive job se-
lecting those moments that best represent the artis-
tic diversity and signifi cant people in Noguchi’s life. 
The overlapping forms, color blocking and repeti-
tion of shapes create a balanced, solid work. This is 
a painting that will stand the test of time, hopefully 
inspiring future artists.

❑

“Akari, which I coined, means in Japanese light 
as illumination. It also suggests lightness as op-
posed to weight. The ideograph combines that of 
the sun and moon. The idea of Akari is exemplifi ed 
with lightness (as essence) and light (for awareness).  
The quality is poetic, ephemeral and tentative…” – 
Isamu Noguchi.

The second event was an art competition. Be-
ginning sometime in August, a call went out 
to all high school students — public and pri-

vate — notifying them of the countywide “Isamu 
Noguchi Art Competition.” The deadline was Nov. 5, 
with awards announced Nov. 17 – Noguchi’s 117th 
birthday.

Such high school art competitions are few and 
far between, and for the art student every chance 
to participate in one is valuable. Juried art shows 
present a real opportunity for artistic growth and 
recognition. The possibility of winning an award 
can be quite consequential, especially for art stu-
dents wishing to pursue college studies and the all-
important college application.

The Isamu Noguchi display case at LaPorte High School.

On Oct. 5, I visited LaPorte High School, Nogu-
chi’s alma mater, for two reasons: First, to see the 
special Noguchi-inspired display outside the media 
center featuring photos, books and Noguchi’s bronze 

Continued on Page 4
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…True Visionary Continued from Page 3

sculpture, “Sea Lions,” secondly, to visit a classroom 
working on the countywide art contest.

“Sea Lions” turned out to be a wonderful little 
piece with intertwining fi gures forming a tradi-
tional pyramidal composition — truly a treasure. 
Wondering how the high school came to have this 
sculpture, I was pleased to read a copy of a letter 
from Fanny Scott Rumely to Noguchi dated May 
10, 1972, in which she writes about Sea Lions. “…It 
was David (Mack) who secured a piece of your early 
sculpture for his High School. It is greatly treasured 
in a grand new High School.” Mack’s father was the 
pastor who took Noguchi into his home for the three 
years he attended LPHS. Obviously, he knew Nogu-
chi personally and raised the funds to buy or com-
mission the statue. Is this sculpture Noguchi’s very 
fi rst commissioned bronze? Yes, it probably is. The 
Noguchi Museum in New York did send represen-
tatives to LPHS to photograph it, and folks at the 
LPHS media center proudly call it “Number One.” 

“Sea Lions” (circa 1919-1922). 
Photo courtesy of the Noguchi Museum Archives.

The Noguchi Museum wasn’t the only interested 
party to visit LPHS. One day, a group of Japanese 
admirers of Noguchi visited. One was a writer who 
upon completing a biography of the artist forwarded 
copies of her Japanese edition to the media center. 
The books now are displayed alongside other No-
guchi photos, as well as the City of LaPorte special 
2004 Proclamation designating “Isamu Noguchi 
Day,” signed by Mayor Leigh Morris.

Afterwards, I left the display case to visit a class-
room working on Noguchi-inspired Akari lamp de-
signs for the art competition. Led by teacher Mary-
beth Lebo, the LPHS 3-D class was a buzz of activity 
and focus. As a former high school art educator, I 
was impressed with the project’s scope, including 
the actual supplies, size and design variations ex-
hibited by students.  

Working without a lesson 
plan at hand on something 
so completely different in in-
tent, form and design, Lebo, 
through her own unique, 
creative approach, devel-
oped a working guideline 
for executing this challeng-
ing classroom assignment. 
She signifi cantly provided 
the illuminating heart of 
the lamps with small battery powered fairy lights, 
creating just the right glow to each student’s fi nal 
design.  The ability to source the necessary supplies 
needed to complete each lamp with relatively short 
notice is rather amazing, proving again how inven-
tive and fl exible teachers are when challenged to suc-
cessfully meet new classroom opportunities. Kudos, 
too, to all the other art teachers who took on the task 
of participation in the fi rst-time event.

Participating high schools included: LaPorte, La-
Crosse, Marquette Catholic and Westville, as well 
as several independent students. Submission cat-
egories included: architecture/playground design, 
sculpture, landscape and painting. Each student 
artist could submit up to three entries, one per cat-
egory. Prizes included: fi rst, $500; second, $250; and 
third, $100, plus honorable mentions. The library 
received more than 180 submissions.

Art projects that met the Nov. 5 deadline were 
placed in a special room set aside for display prior 
to jurying. 

Jurors included Judy Jacobi, Thaddeus Cutler, 
Laura Cutler and Nelsy Marcano. Final awards 
were presented in conjunction with the special mu-
ral ribbon cutting Nov. 17.

❑

“It is my desire to view nature through nature’s 
eyes, and to ignore man as an object for special ven-
eration. There must be unthought-of heights of beau-
ty to which sculpture may be raised by this reversal 
of attitude.” – Isamu Noguchi

Four Noguchi-inspired classes were held at 
either the LPCPL Exchange or main library 
from Nov. 3-Dec. 2, three of which were sculp-

ture-inspired.

Students in 
Marybeth 
Lebo’s 3-D 
art class at 
LaPorte High 
School.
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main library and cen-
tered on a special sto-
rytime reading of the 
book A Boy Named 
Isamu, read by public 
service librarian Me-
gan Roseberry. The 
children with ac-
companying parents 
ranged in ages from 
infants to toddlers, 
and everyone had a 
good time in the wel-
coming introduction, 
followed by the read-
ing of the book.

The third class was held Nov. 18 at the LPCPL 
Exchange. “Using Modern Tools” once again utilized 
the Epilog laser cutter to create all the small pieces 
necessary for assembling into a model of a Noguchi-
style sculpture: sculptures especially inspired by 
his stone slab, interlocking anthropomorphic works 
from the 1940s. At that time, Noguchi was creating 
sculptures using individual slabs that interlocked 
to create one large piece. The Exchange laser-cut 
pieces provided each attendee with endless possibil-
ities for assembling. Pitman led this class as well.

The fourth and fi nal class, “Noguchi Clay Sculp-

The fi rst class, 
“Noguchi Paper Lan-
terns,” was an adults-
only class held Nov. 3 
at LPCPL Exchange 
and taught by Ju-
lie Pitman. It began 
with a slide presenta-
tion including inspir-
ing Noguchi lamp de-
signs and a YouTube 
video showing how 
the lamps are pro-
duced in Japan. For 
this class, the wood-
en frame support 
for making an Akari 

lamp was produced in-house 
at the Exchange on the Epi-
log laser cutter. Each par-
ticipant was provided with 
the precut/laser wood pieces 
to assemble prior to add-
ing string, glue and paper, 
resulting in the individual 
light sculptures. 

The second offering was a 
youth class held Nov. 5 at the 

Laser cut pieces, assembled and form 
support for the Akari lamp design.

A Boy Named Isamu.

Julie Pitman, instructor for 
the Noguchi Paper Lanterns 

project. Continued on Page 6
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tures,” was held Dec. 2 at 
the main library and led 
by Daphne Bechrakis. 
Each table had inspi-
rational pictures of No-
guchi stone sculptures, 
clay, paint and paper 
plates. By combining a 
small amount of color 
and working it into the 
clay, the resulting sculp-
ture could be brightly 
tinted. Two especially 
enthusiastic participants 
were New Prairie seniors 
Micah Bauer and Sydney 
Varnak, both planning to 
attend Purdue University next year. Everyone ap-
peared to be enjoying the experience.

❑

The special ribbon cutting celebrating the No-
guchi mural was installed Wednesday, Nov. 
17 — 117th birthday — at the main library. 

Library board president Karen Ellison, along  with 
Peterson and Blodgett, the artist/muralist, did the 
honors.  

Two letters of congratulations were read. Morris 
read a letter from Tsutomu Shibata, consul for the 
Consulate-General of Japan in Chicago.  An excerpt 

…True Visionary Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 10

reads: “On behalf of the Consulate-General of Japan 
in Chicago, I wish to express our appreciation for in-
viting us to participate in celebrating the Japanese-
American sculptor Isamu Noguchi. Mr. Noguchi’s 
success in the art world is due in no small part to 
the immeasurable kindness and support he received 
here in LaPorte County, Indiana. Thanks to the hos-
pitality shown to him from three LaPorte families, 
Mr. Noguchi was able to fl ourish and become one of 
the most infl uential sculptors of the 20th century.”

Patron John Rumely followed by reading a let-
ter from Brett Littman, director of the Isamu No-
guchi Foundation and Garden Museum in Long Is-
land City, N.Y. An excerpt reads: “Noguchi’s years 
in LaPorte were formative ones, as high school years 
are for virtually everyone. Despite the diffi cult cir-
cumstances that Noguchi found himself when he ar-
rived in Rolling Prairie in 1918, he made the best of 
things and emerged from this period with a course 
set for his life. That he was accepted and nurtured 
under the care of the Mack family, Fanny and Ed-
ward Rumely and others in LaPorte was crucial to 
his transformation into the dynamic and thoughtful 
human and artist he became.”

Examples of laser cut work using Epilog.

The assembled laser-cut pieces into 
small sculptures.

Third-place winner Katherine Bellah receives her award 
from Mayor Tom Dermody.

High school award winners on display (from left) Elizabeth Santos, sec-
ond place; Emma Mitchelen, fi rst place; Katherine Bellah, third place.

Next, Mayor Tom Dermody announced the Isamu 
Noguchi Art Competition winners along with Julie 
Wadle, LaPorte County Public Library public-ser-
vices assistant:
• First Place and $500 to Emma Mitchelen for her 

sculpture, “The Figures.”
• Second Place and $250 to Elizabeth R. Santos for 

her painting, “Koi*fi sh*.”
• Third Place and $100 to Katherine Bellah for her 

Akari light, “Glowing Tiles.”
• Honorable Mentions: Allison Gronek, Kiersten 

Vaughan, Lauren West, Lily Carlson, Lydia Lem-
mons, Marie Parrette, Mason Neulieb, Megan 
Zolvinski, Melody Pearson, Mimi Holman, Rachel 
Johnson and Sparkle Oliver.
Group shots were taken of the LaPorte Friends 
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Long Beach, Indiana
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$639,000
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Michigan City, Indiana
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Michigan City, Indiana
9.81 ACRES/2 PARCELS

$149,900
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BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME
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line.mullins@cbexchange.com

SOUTH HAVEN, MI | Price Upon Request
Dan Schlaack
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dan.schlaack@cbexchange.com
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Guiding you home since 1906.
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proud to welcome more than 1,000 sales associates this year! Here are the New Buffalo 
agents who have affiliated with us in 2021*!
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BROOKLYNN
ROSS

PEGGY
SAYRE



December 16, 2021Page 10
THE

infl uence and manufacturing contacts assisted No-
guchi in exploring commercial design. Then came a 
talk by Amy Auscherman, director of archives and 
brand heritage for Herman-Miller, manufacturer of 
furniture, including Noguchi original designs.

The entire month was one exciting event after 
another.  The Nov. 17 ceremony 
was especially well-attended, 
and the enthusiasm of partici-
pants was encouraging. Hope-
fully, there will be future La-
Porte events encompassing the 
life and work of Noguchi. With 
all I’ve learned and seen this 
month, I feel as though Nogu-
chi is much more approachable, 
more understandable, more ap-
preciated for his creativity, tal-
ents and foresight in multiple 
design fi elds. He certainly has 
animated my imagination.

of Noguchi Committee and a special gathering of 
Dr. E. A. Rumely’s direct descendants and cousins, 
which I found especially touching as they came from 
far and wide to attend this special tribute.

…True Visionary Continued from Page 6

• Listening to Stone: The Art and Life of Isamu 
Noguchi by Hayden Herrera (available through 
LPCPL).

• Isamu Noguchi Master Sculptor by Valerie 
Fletcher (available through LPCPL).

• A Boy Named Isamu by James Yang (available 
through LPCPL).

• Production of Akari Light Sculptures, Isamu 
Noguchi, 1951 (available on YouTube).

• “Listening to Stone: The Art & Life of Isamu 
Noguchi.” Herrera discusses her book at the Li-
brary of Congress (available on YouTube).

• A visit to LaPorte County Historical Society 

Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., to see the replica 
1950s room, including the recent addition of a 
Noguchi table and couch with ottoman. Visit 
www.laportecountyhistory.org for more details.

• A visit to the new LPCPL Exchange, 807 In-
diana Ave., to see its fi rst-fl oor new Noguchi 
table and hanging Akari lamp.

• A visit to the Rumely Allis-Chalmers Heritage 
Center, 2581 W. Indiana 2, LaPorte, where the 
earlier mural by artist/muralist David Blodgett 
was installed in 2017, as well as the interest-
ing museum archives. Visit www.rumelyallis.
com for more details.

More about Isamu Noguchi 

Pictured at LaPorte High School are (from left) Dr. Jane Larson, Emma Mitchelen, Jason Turner, 
Dr. Chris Alber, Rachel Johnson, Marybeth Lebo and Marie Parrette.

Afterwards, refreshments 
were served and attendees en-
couraged to step outside and 
next door to visit The New 
Church Swedenborgian, the 
Rev. Mack’s church and the one 
Noguchi would have attended 
during his time in LaPorte. 
Concurrently, attendees could 
choose to attend two special 
talks in the library’s Indiana 
Room.

Dr. Deborah Goldberg, art 
historian and Noguchi scholar, 
presented “Isamu Noguchi and 
Edward A. Rumely: The Artist 
and His Patron,” a fascinating 
look at the relationship between 
the two men, and how Rumely’s 

Pictured are (from left) Dr. Giselle Thibaudeau, Ian Munn, Betsy Rumely, Duncan Munn, William Rumely 
(back), John Rumely (front), Elise Rumely (back) and Kate Rumely.

http://www.laportecountyhistory.org
http://www.rumelyallis
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To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

THE HOLIDAYS WILL BE ARRIVING SOON! 
PERFECT TIME FOR A HOUSE THAT HAS PLENTY 

OF ROOM FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

48018 RIDGE ROAD
NEW BUFFALO, MI • 4 BED / 3 BATH • $849,000

Sitting in its own quiet oasis, this hillside ranch offers the best of Grand Beach. With views of the golf course on one side and 

seasonal Lake Michigan views on the other, this 4 bedrooms, 3 full bath home has it all.  35x16 ft. living room with crown molding, 

JUST LISTED
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“West Side Story” is perfect in almost every way, 
so much so you wonder what took Steven Spielberg 
so long to direct a musical.

Sure, he’s had musical elements in his fi lms: the 
juke-joint scenes of “The Color Purple,” the Cole 
Porter opening of “Indiana Jones and the Temple 
of Doom,” the elaborate 
dance sequence in “1941.” 
But this, this is unreal!

All of Spielberg’s skills 
are on display. He’s rein-
vigorated “West Side Sto-
ry,” his favorite musical, 
with a bold update, one 
often superior to the 1961 
Oscar winner. No need to 
rehash the plot. What Ste-
phen Sondheim and Leon-
ard Bernstein envisioned 
back in 1957 — an urban 
update of “Romeo and Ju-
liet” — is so ingrained in 
pop culture, revisited time 
after time by community 
theater troupes, it’s best 
simply to focus on what 
Spielberg and his writer, 
frequent collaborator Tony 
Kushner, get right.

The Authenticity
Unlike the 1961 origi-

nal, which either recruit-
ed white actors to play 
Latinos, or applied darker 
makeup to its Latino cast, 
Spielberg uses all-Latino performers to fl esh out the 
Puerto Rican community. And, with no subtitles for 
Spanish dialogue.

More astonishing is the fi lm looks as if it was 
directly lifted from the 1950s. Spielberg’s longtime 
cinematographer Janusz Kaminski aims for natu-
ralism, where blue skies contrast the rubble-strewn 
pavement. And by grounding turf wars between the 
Jets and the Sharks to a city on the cusp of urban 
renewal, it amplifi es the tension between the two.

The Choreography
Spielberg hired Justin Peck, who won a Tony for 

2018’s Broadway revival of “Carousel,” to honor 
and tweak Jerome Robbins’ choreography. The cast 
embraces movement with every fi ber of their bod-
ies, particularly during that dynamite gym dance. 
Spielberg does something refreshingly old school as 
well. He fi lms the dancers full frame, which means 
we see their entire bodies. So many modern musi-
cals rely on close-ups and spastic editing — a by-
product of the MTV generation. Here, visually, we 

appreciate the fl uid nature of dance.
The Music

Rather than reinvent Bernstein’s score, Spiel-
berg tapped composer David Newman to celebrate 
it. The orchestrations are truer to the composer’s 
intentions. The songs have lost none of their lus-

ter. However, the most in-
spired change abandons  
rooftops for street-level 
movement during “Amer-
ica.” The song now comes 
alive on its own terms.

The cast
Watching Rachel Ze-

gler as Maria, I had the 
same thrill of discovery 
when Emmy Rossum 
took on Christine Dye in 
2004’s “The Phantom of 
the Opera.” You witness 
the emergence of a young 
talent on the cusp of star-
dom. Lovely on every 
front, with the acting and 
vocal chops to match.

Ditto Ariana DeBose, 
who has the daunting 
task of taking on Rita 
Moreno’s Oscar-winning 
turn as Anita...and shar-
ing scenes with Moreno, 
herself. DeBose does 
not mimic Moreno, but 
ground the role in her 
own nuanced style.

(Moreno is heartbreakingly good in a role created 
for the movie.)

Even the supporting players leave a mark, from 
the wiry danger Mike Faist invests in Riff, to the 
aggressive alpha male in which David Alvarez envi-
sions Bernardo.

The One Hiccup
Ansel Elgort was undeniably charismatic in “The 

Fault in Our Stars,” a jittery treat in “Baby Driver.” 
But in “West Side Story,” Zegler is on an entirely 
different plane from him. You can’t take your eyes 
off of her. Him? He’s a tad stiff. A mannequin with a 
good voice. Many times, his hesitant presence sug-
gests an actor intimidated by his costars.

The Final Word
Elgort, though, isn’t enough of an issue. This was 

a passion project for Spielberg, and it shows in ev-
ery frame. He is in total command of the medium. A 
master at the camera.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Spielberg is at the Top of His Game in “West Side Story”
by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★ ★ ★
“West Side Story”

Running time: 156 minutes. Rated PG-13 for some strong 

violence, strong language, thematic content, 

suggestive material and brief smoking.

Rachel Zegler 
as Maria
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CONGRATULATIONS TO NOVEMBER’S TOP CLOSERS!

BOBBI CAVIC VINCE KISALA HOLLY WELSH

Source: GNIAR and SWMAR —- November 2021
Information above is based on sales volume and units

Visit Our Michigan City Office:
726 Franklin St.  Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 221-4047

www.daprileproperties.com
Serving Indiana and Michigan

A CULTURE BUILT ON COLLABORATION
Thanks to our strong relationships with the reliable professionals at Midwest Lending, 
we are exceeding our clients’ expectations at every turn. We will make the experience 

stress free and show you what full-service real estate is all about. We’ll be your advisor, 
your advocate, and your friend — every step of the way.

Midwest Lending | 1732 W. Hubbard St. Suite 1C Chicago, IL 60622

Midwest Lending Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee #MB.6759631 NMLS #204212 | For licensing information, go to www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

http://www.daprileproperties.com
http://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org


December 16, 2021Page 14
THE

In any year, “Christmas at The Acorn” is special 
for Bob Swan. It recalls Christmas as an 8-year-
old choirboy at St. Paul & the Redeemer Episcopal 
Church in Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood. That 
was the fi rst time he heard the words to “Lo How a 
Rose E’er Blooming,” “In The Bleak Midwinter” and 
“Silent Night.”

“The church introduced me to beautiful music, to 
the music of Bach and Mozart, and Holst and Tchai-
kovsky,” he said. “I didn’t know it then, but that 
would stay with me my whole life. It became even 
more important to me as I got older. That’s partly 
the reason I left a growing fi lm career to sing opera, 
while I still could.”

This year, “Christmas at The Acorn” has a deep-
er, more signifi cant resonance for Swan. Back in 
September, he was diagnosed with colon cancer. 
He began treatment, which included chemothera-
py, in October. Last year’s Christmas performance 
was canceled due to COVID-19. Would his current 
health situation affect this year as well?

Swan, himself, wasn’t sure. He told the many reg-
ulars who perform with him each Christmas they 
were “on ice.” That is an old show business phrase 
meaning they should be waiting in the reserves, for 
word that things were a-go or not.

These days, Swan is done with treatment. He is 
feeling good, in part from fully embracing a vegan 
diet. So, his troupe no longer is “on ice.”

“Christmas at The Acorn” is at 8 p.m. EST Thurs-
day, Dec. 23, at the Three Oaks (Mich.) theater, 
107 Generations Drive. General seating is $40. A 
reserved seating option includes an additional $25 
tax-deductible donation to The Acorn.

The performance will be a mix of new and familiar 

faces. Tenor John Concepcion will sing “Balulalow” 
and “Oh Holy Night.” Holly Link (formerly Schro-
eder) will sing “Not a Day Goes By” as a tribute to 
Stephen Sondheim, who just passed away, as well 
as “Christmas Time is Here.” Warren Moulton, who 
is recovering from heart surgery, is replaced this 
year by Lyric Opera baritone Michael Cavalieri. So-
prano Kimberly Jones will perform just days after 
appearing in Michigan City’s production of “Mes-
siah.” Rounding out the group are Stacy Eckert and 
Martha Cares.

Sadly, frequent guitarist Elliott Delman lost his 
battle with cancer. The new guitarist is Marco Villa-
real. Ramona Kim returns as harpist and Anatoliy 
Torchinskiy on piano.

Is Swan concerned about his stamina for the per-
formance? A little. 

“I would normally come out and command the 
stage, which I’m used to doing. I don’t feel like I can 
do that, but I also feel maybe it’s an advantage,” he 
admitted. “Maybe my vulnerability will be a good 
thing, that I can share that with people and they 
will stick with me.”

It is tough, Swan admits, not to get emotional 
about this performance.

“You know, this show may be my last, although  I 
hope it isn’t, so I’m putting in all my favorites,” he 
said. “I think it will be kind of something that proves 
there is strength in the community, especially after 
COVID. We’re all still here, and we’re all getting joy 
out of life. That’s what this is about this time.”

(Visit www.acornlive.org for reservations.)
❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

After Battling Colon Cancer, Bob Swan Gears Up For “Christmas at The Acorn”
by Andrew Tallackson

The cast of a previous performance of “Christmas at The Acorn.” Bob Swan is on the far left.

http://www.acornlive.org
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COMING SOON!

3 bedroom, 2 Bath. Fully renovated. 
On Long Beach Country Club Golf Course. 

$549,000
(219) 872-9603

For Sale By Owner,  
2235 Oriole Trail, Long Beach

Making Christmas Brighter

Jack Lydon (right), president of the Ancient Order of Hibernians-McGinnis 
by the Lake chapter, helps present a $1,000 check to Tammy Rosebaum, 
Citizens Concerned for the Homeless operations director. Proceeds were 
generated from the eighth annual AOH Charity Christmas Party on Dec. 4 
at McGinnis Pub. In addition, AOH, along with “Santa’s helpers,” collected 
much-needed supplies, delivering them to Sandcastle Shelter. Santa also 
presented toys to the children. This is the second year in a row AOH has 

partnered with Citizens Concerned for the Homeless.

Chesterton Art Center
Chesterton Art Center will host its Annual Mem-

bers’ Exhibition through Jan. 15.
Every media and style typically are represented, 

including painters, ceramicists, photographers, 
sculptors and mixed-media artists.

Gallery hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday 
and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Due to COVID-19, all 
visitors are required to wear a mask.

❑

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center 
at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for 
more details.

Noon Time Talk Series
The Noon Time Talk Series continues, focusing 

on the 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional, at 12:20 p.m. 
EDT Thursday, Dec. 16, at Midwest Museum of 
American Art, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart.

The speaker is Mary Burke, Berrien Springs, 
Mich., a recipient of the Jack & Karen Cittadine 
Best of Show award. 

Admission is $5. Members are free. Call (574) 
293-6660 for details.

http://www.chestertonart.org
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Perennial Partner 
Monthly Giving Program

Become a
Perennial
Partner

A simple way to offer 
sustaining support 

throughout the year

Shirley Heinze Land Trust
109 W 700 N
Valparaiso, IN 46385
219-242-8558
www.heinzetrust.org

$25 / month maintains trails and makes our 
preserves accessible for all to enjoy. 

$100 / month donation permanently 
protects additional endangered lands 

in northwestern Indiana. 

$50 / month supports educational 
programs for learners of all ages. 

Visit heinzetrust.org to make your recurring 
donation and become a Perennial Partner! 

Thank you!

Perennial Partner 
Monthly Giving Program

The work of Shirley Heinze Land Trust 
depends on the commitment of donors 

and volunteers like you, coming together 
as a community. 

The Perennial Partner program offers 
an easy way for you to support the work 

of Shirley Heinze Land Trust 
with your recurring donation.

Support the work of 
Shirley Heinze Land Trust 

at any level and make 
a significant collective impact.

http://www.heinzetrust.org
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Keep in mind, at all times when watching “The 
Power of the Dog,” the opening dialogue. The mes-
sage behind it. Cling to it with a death grip as the 
story advances from Point A to Point B...otherwise 
the turtle-slow pace will drive you insane.

The new Netfl ix western, derived from Thomas 
Savage’s 1967 novel, is written and directed by Jane 
Campion. A master stylist, to be sure. With fi lms like 
“The Piano,” “Holy Smoke!” and “Bright Star,” she 
can craft stunning imagery, almost with a painterly 
eye. At the same time, she can test your patience. 
Drag out a story to seat-squirming extremes, spic-
ing it up with periodic raunch to keep you awake.

“The Power of the Dog” is no exception, but the 
payoff is unexpectedly satisfying. This is the type of 
movie you appreciate more after it’s over, when you 
allow it to brew a bit, percolate in your thoughts.

With New Zealand fi lling in for 1925 Montana, 
the landscape is largely untouched by man, baked 
in crisp browns and yellows by cinematographer Ari 
Wegner. You’d call it beautiful, but there is some-
thing ominous to it. Jonny Greenwood’s score has 
an aggressively angry tone. Into the frame strides 
Phil (Benedict Cumberbatch) and, later, his brother 
George (Jesse Plemons). Both are wealthy ranch 
owners stopping with their crew for a bite to eat at a 
dusty old restaurant. The exceedingly nasty edge to 
Cumberbatch’s performance catches you off guard. 
He elicits awe and fear from his inner circle. Physi-

cally imposing, rarely offering a kind word. George, 
he berates by calling him “fatso,” but the treat to 
Plemons’ performance is George’s bemused demean-
or. He reacts to, and dismisses, his brother with “he 
is what he is” shrugs.

But for Phil, if others aren’t intimidated, or if he 
is not the center of attention, then he becomes the 
center of attention, largely through cruelty. He teas-
es, for example, the young waiter, Peter (Kodi Smit-
McPhee). Mocks his lisp and effeminate stance, re-
ducing his mother, Rose (Kirsten Dunst), to tears. A 
widow, she is devastated by how her son is treated.

George not only comes to Rose’s aid, but a court-
ship begins. The two marry (Dunst and Plemons, by 
the way, are real-life spouses). Phil, however, sees 
Rose and Peter as intrusions. Unwelcome presences 
who must be cast away quickly.

With all the central characters in place at the 
family ranch, Campion, as director, slows things 
down. Aims for atmosphere and slow-burn tension. 
Like all her fi lms, the movie is stunning to look at; 
dramatically, though, “The Power of the Dog” is re-
petitive. Scene after scene of George, Rose and Peter 

Brave the Slow Pace, Because 
“Dog” Builds to a Killer Close

by Andrew Tallackson

Benedict 
Cumberbatch 
stars in “The 

Power 
of the Dog.”

★ ★ ★
“The Power of the Dog”

Running time: 126 minutes. Netflix. 

Rated R for brief sexual content/full nudity.
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being emotionally hobbled by Phil. 
Cumberbatch is good in the role. 
We haven’t seen him play a creep 
like this before. But as an actor, he 
fi nds one note to play and sticks 
with that note for a good chunk of 
the movie. There isn’t much else 
to the performance, nothing that 
backs the buzz suggesting a career 
best worthy of a Best Actor Oscar.

Why is Phil a monster? For the 
longest time, we have no clue. Then, 
Campion drops bread crumbs, 
amps up Smit-McPhee’s infl uence 
as Peter and Phil arrive at a truce. 
A common ground. That’s when 
“The Power of the Dog” becomes in-
triguing. All of Campion’s fi lms, in 
one way or another, explore sexual 
and gender discomfort of people 
living in times when sexual explo-
ration is frowned upon. So, really, 
what the fi lm’s last act achieves is 
a dazzling high-wire act. Did soci-
ety make Phil a monster by repressing his desires...
or was he a jerk to begin with?

I was ready to dismiss “The Power of the Dog,” to 
write it off as another Jane Campion bore. The  fi nal 
scene, however, is as rewarding as it is troubling. It 

really gets you thinking.
Again, the movie is not for all tastes. Heck, I 

nearly gave up on it. Stick with it. You might be sur-
prised at how it gets under your skin.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Real-life husband and wife Jesse Plemons and Kirsten Dunst co-star in “The Power of the Dog.”

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS

CHRISTMAS  EVE

NEW YEARS EVE

NEW YEARS DAY

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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A New Venue for a Christmas Tradition
The 56th annual performance of “Michigan City Mes-

siah” is at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 18, and 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 19, at a new venue, The Holdcraft Performing Arts 
Center, 1200 Spring St.

There is no Saturday morning dress rehearsal open 
to the public.

Conductor Philip Bauman will welcome a nearly 
100-voice chorus, full orchestra with Nic Orbovich as 
concertmaster and four professional soloists: soprano 

Kimberly Jones, alto Kristin Gornstein, tenor Matthew 
Daniel and Bill McMurray, bass.

All seats are free, with no tickets necessary. Since the 
Holdcraft PAC has more than 700 seats, social distanc-
ing will not be an issue. 

Donations can be made to MC Messiah, P.O. Box 
9219, Michigan City, IN 46361.

Visit www.MCMessiah.com for more details.
(All photos by Bob Wellinski.)

http://www.MCMessiah.com
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“Mayor Pete” is an illuminating peek into the 
making of a political candidate. How public image 
is groomed and cultivated for the mainstream.

We are speaking, of course, about Pete Buttigieg, 
or “Mayor Pete,” as he was known during his leap 
from South Bend mayor to 2020 presidential hope-
ful. Director Jesse Moss followed Buttigieg in the 
year leading up to the Iowa caucus, and what we 
get is a smart guy who defi es the odds, but is still 
green around the edges when it comes to the politi-
cal machine.

The Amazon Prime documentary is an example 
of the new breed of documentary, where fi lmmak-
ers create cinematic journalism by pounding the 
pavement. It covers the nuts and bolts of Buttigieg’s 
emergence in the South Bend political scene, help-
ing the city — dealt a blow years back by the Stude-
baker factory closure — start the road to recovery. 
We also have insight into his decision to out himself 
— lonely, tired of lying about himself — the South 
Bend community’s subsequent embrace and the de-
cision to toss his hat in the presidential ring.

Moss gets Buttigieg to open up about his strengths 
and weaknesses. His restraint and reserve when 
speaking, which draws admiration and condemna-
tion from political pundits. Coming to peace with 
his own sexuality. His vision for the ideal political 
candidate. And in so doing, we realize much of his 
confi dence derives from his husband Chasten, a 

former teacher who has been out longer than him.  
Chasten served as his spouse’s advisor, spokesman 
and social media manager during the 2020 cam-
paign. He’s politically savvy, specifi cally in how “the 
game” is played. He constantly pushes Pete to re-
think his approach, to reconsider what he says, how 
he says it and the impact his words might have in 
the public arena.

The fi lm reminds us of the political innocence But-
tigieg brought to the 2020 campaign, his desire for 
honesty and transparency with voters. And while 
his “why not Mayor Pete” mantra is celebrated — 
political outsider=marketability —  the movie ex-
plores his naivete as well. Particularly fascinating 
are scenes where his staff prep him for debates and 
town halls. He’s at the podium, his staff seated be-
fore him. Clipboards in hand, watching every move. 
Cutting him zero slack is Lis Smith, a political 
strategist and his senior communications manager. 
She’s fascinating, and with a knack for weaving F 
bombs into every other sentence. She never coddles 
Buttigieg because of his age or sexuality. She lays 
into him, suggesting his rigid stance is like watch-

“Mayor Pete” Offers an Engrossing Look at Buttigieg’s Presidential Bid
by Andrew Tallackson

Pete Buttigieg and Joe Biden chat during 
a stop on the campaign trail in “Mayor Pete.”

★ ★ ★
“Mayor Pete”

Running time: 96 minutes. Amazon Prime. 

Rated R for language

1/2
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ing “the f------ Tin Man.” Af-
ter the racially charged re-
sponse in 2019 to a white 
South Bend police offi cer ac-
cused of shooting and killing 
a black man, we watch But-
tigieg’s reaction. His critics 
say he is too stoic. Later, as 
he practices an upcoming 
speech about the matter, 
Smith cuts him off. Accuses 
him of being dispassionate. 
“You’re not reading a f------ 
shopping list,” she barks.

“Mayor Pete,” really, 
serves as an unbiased edu-
cation into the realities of 
politics. Of how the ripple ef-
fect of someone’s image, his/
her persona, can take a hit 
from even the slightest shift 
in public perception. 

And for a fi lm that hails Buttigieg as an LGBTQ+ 
hero, it also shows people taking him to task for still 
being another example of white privilege. Of yet an-
other white guy preaching hope to the disenfran-
chised.

Unbiased reporting seems to have gone to the 
wayside in mainstream media. Journalism, in many 

arenas, has stopped functioning as news and more 
as entertainment. “Mayor Pete” is proof that a fi lm 
can introduce us to someone, make us admire him, 
yet serve as a reminder that the journey, especially 
the journey of growth, is far from over. And as we 
see in the fi nal shot, it’s just getting started.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Lis Smith is fascinating as Pete Buttigieg’s communications adviser.

219.879.2822
Michigan City, IN

Mon – Sat 
10am-4pm (CST)
Closed SundayThe Store

Buy/Sell LIONEL

Let’s put a train around your tree!
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Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

the roiling waters of fi ction; I took the big leap in 
the fall of 1978 when the Tribune Company, of all 
institutions, made it possible.

What happened, you see, was this:
Natalie was offered a job as a business reporter 

at the “Big Trib” — The Chicago Tribune itself — at 
435 N. Michigan Ave. She had all the credentials 
The Tribune sought in a business reporter: years of 
reporting on pension funds for Crain Communica-
tions, and a BA in history from the University of 
Chicago. She was, and is, one smart cookie.

The Tribune gladly snatched her 
up.

But then my boss at the “Little 
Trib,” or The Suburban Trib, got 
wind of Natalie’s good fortune and 
made a call or two to the “Tower.” 
Suddenly, The Tribune was rescind-
ing Natalie’s job offer on account of 
its nepotism rule. It seemed my edi-
tor at The Suburban Trib couldn’t 
go downtown and work at the Big 
Trib because her husband, whom 
she married after they were both 
employed by the company, worked 
there. Plus, she defi nitely didn’t 
like my attitude, especially when I 
cheekily referred to The Suburban 
Trib as “the world’s greatest insert,” 
a snide reference to Colonel Mc-
Cormick’s insistence upon labeling 
his newspaper “the world’s greatest 
newspaper.”

The Writing Life with the Writing Wife

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy

So, I left you wondering last time if:
A. I would win the heart of the fair Natalie DeVin-

ey, and
B.  If she would land me a job at Crain Communi-

cations, Chicago, perhaps covering something excit-
ing, like modern plastics.

Well, A for sure. As for B, let’s just say I did leave 
the City News Bureau of Chicago in early 1977 for 
a reporting job at The Chicago Tribune’s suburban 
insert, The Suburban Trib. In fact, I was racing a 
deadline at The Suburban Trib’s Hinsdale, Ill., bu-
reau when Natalie called from Crain Communica-
tions to say: “YES!!!!!”

Yes, of course, to my proposal of matrimony.
We were wed at First United Methodist Church of 

Evanston, Ill., on Saturday, Aug. 13, 1977. Fittingly, 
the ceremony was delayed by the tardy arrival of a 
City News friend who was to read a Shakespeare 
sonnet for us.  I will not embarrass him by mention-
ing his name. I will say he was red-faced when he 
fi nally appeared, rationalizing his 
tardiness by saying he was “cover-
ing a weather story.”

Seems there could have been a 
tornado, or two, on our wedding day. 
And City News, of course, would be 
right on it, right?

Well, after the infamous “weath-
er delay,” our wedding proceeded 
apace, complete with being piped 
out of the chapel by Chicago Tri-
bune reporter William Wallace 
“Bill” Currie in full Highland dress. 
Yes, Currie was my “clout” at City 
News. He was the alumnus who put 
in the good word for me with the ed-
itors, thus enabling me to land a job 
there after much persistent calling.

So there we were, a pair of new-
lywed writers, setting out on the 
grandest of literary adventures to-
gether. I was already drifting into Our offi cial wedding portrait.
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Natalie, being smarter and better abled in jour-
nalism, was to have been paid a better salary at the 
Big Trib; she really wanted to go there. And I was 
really tired of driving forever and ever to cover the 
dismal doings of distant suburbs. So I got this news 
fl ash one night after tossing and turning the whole 
matter over in my head: “McKelvy leaves Suburban 
Trib staff.”

“What if,” I said to Natalie, “I resigned from The 
Suburban Trib and you took the job at The Tribune?  
You’d be happy, and I bet I could get on unemploy-
ment and use that time to write the novel I’ve al-
ways wanted to write.”

“You’d do that?”
“You betcha. In a heartbeat.”
A few heartbeats later, I tendered my resignation 

at The Suburban Trib. I blithely informed my ash-
en-faced editor I was sure she wouldn’t contest my 
claim for unemployment benefi ts. She knew we had 
a really good legal case against the Tribune Com-
pany; we knew there was no way we 
wee Davids were going to go after 
that big old Goliath in court, so we 
called her bluff.

She bit, tersely saying: “We won’t 
contest your claim.”

And they didn’t.
So, while Natalie went off every 

morning from our third-fl oor apart-
ment at Lill and Racine avenues in 
what is called the DePaul neigh-
borhood of Chicago, I dusted off my 
trusty Smith-Corona portable type-
writer and banged out my fi rst nov-
el, Out of a Box.

All I remember was that it was 
highly biographical and a hoot to 
write. And, no, I don’t have the 
manuscript in my fi les. Truth be 

told, I don’t know what I did with it. Perhaps I even 
burned it in the fi replace of our next apartment, just 
east on Lill Avenue. It was no great work of wonder, 
but it unleashed in me a pent-up urge to write short 
stories, novels, plays and fi ctionalized accounts of 
life with Charley.

And that’s what I’ve been doing ever since the fall 
of 1978.

But I really had to work on Natalie to bring her 
around to the joys of writing fi ction.

She stubbornly resisted for the longest time, in-
sisting there was no money in writing fi ction.

Indeed, there wasn’t. And, indeed, we made al-
most all of our money from our day jobs as journal-
ists and freelance business writers. Who knew, for 
example, that I would have a hidden talent for pro-
moting mutual funds offered by Kemper Financial 
Services in Chicago? When our client there asked 
how I did it on such a consistent basis, I simply said, 
“I channel Bob and Betty Barrington,” Barrington 

being a wealthy suburb of the city. I 
put on my novelist hat every time I 
sat at the keyboard and cranked out 
copy, becoming one with those ar-
chetypical surburbanites I had fash-
ioned in my head. I wrote to them, 
for them and with them.

Thus we were able to buy our lit-
tle “dump in the dunes” in Harbert, 
Mich., in October 1986 and move 
here full time on June 27, 1987. 
Friends in Chicago said we’d be 
back in six months, but that never 
happened. Not that we don’t love 
Chicago and visit the Windy City 
often, but we’re a couple of stay-in-
Michigan writers happily living the 
literary dream, together, one page 
at a time.

Natalie captured the author at work on his 
trusty Smith-Corona in 1980.

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.comFinancing Options • Emergency Service Available

Call for Comfort
219-874-2454

www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
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Michigan City Area 
Schools students celebrated 
Computer Science Education 
Week (Dec. 6-10) through an 
“Hour of Code.”

With the help of Michi-
gan City Public Library 
staff, Lake Hills Elemen-
tary School students spent 
at least one hour during the 
school day to practice what 
the library’s Dave Fink calls 
“creative coding.” He de-
scribed this as an opportuni-
ty for youth to explore their 
own ideas in relation to tech-
nology.

Fink often works with 
MCAS students on Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) projects. 
At Lake Hills, his focus was 
coding programs with students in fourth, fi fth and 
sixth grades.

The sixth-grade project, “Laser Eyes,” asked 
students to create a program that followed a voice 
prompt to have a video of themselves “shoot lasers 

MCAS Celebrates Computer Science Education Week

from their eyes” and incorporate eight different 
sound effects to accompany it. This is an intermedi-
ate-level project, said Fink, who planned to work on 
age-appropriate, beginner-level projects for fourth- 
and fi fth-graders.

The “Hour of Code,” along with a “Week of Code” 
celebrated in the spring, align with many teachers’ 
curriculum, according to Penny Will. A sixth-grade 
Lake Hills science teacher, Will tries to incorporate 
coding into lessons as often as possible.

Students are tested over computer science con-
cepts, she added, and as of last year, state statute 
requires computer-science classes to be offered at 
every school in Indiana. 

Visit www.EducateMC.net/LakeHills for addi-
tional information.

Dave Fink (left) works with sixth-graders Isaac Austin (center) and Fahed Srahin on a coding project.

Kevin Murphy Products

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

http://www.EducateMC.net/LakeHills
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WELCOME
OUR NEW PHYSICIAN

KHALID
NAJIB, MD

Interventional Cardiology

• Percutaneous Coronary
  Interventions
• Peripheral Vascular Interventions
• Coronary Artery Disease
• Peripheral Vascular Disease
• Clinical Cardiology

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

HEART CENTER MICHIGAN CITY • 3500 Franciscan Way • 4th Floor • Michigan City

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

(219) 878-8200
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

35 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers will lead a hike at 2 p.m. 
EST Saturday, Dec. 18, at Grand Mere State Park, 
7337 Thornton Drive, Stevensville, Mich. 

In a brief talk, HCH President Pat Fisher will 
discuss the geology behind the Grand Marais Em-
bankment and presettlement history of the area be-
fore the group heads out for a 2 1/2 mile hike. Grand 
Mere consists of almost 1,000 acres of undeveloped 
wetlands, woods, sand dunes and beach. The Na-
tional Park Service named it a National Natural 
Landmark in 1968.

The hike is rated moderately physically diffi cult. 
Hikes are open to the public, although membership 
is encouraged. The program is open to children if 
accompanied by an adult. An all-terrain Rollator 
— a wheeled walker with extra-large tires for use 
on trails — is available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis by emailing harborcountryhikers@gmail.com

Visit www.harborcountryhikers.com for addition-
al information.

Hikers at a previous outing ascend a dune at Grand Mere State Park.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:harborcountryhikers@gmail.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
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South Bend’s The History Museum has acquired 
the collections of the former Hannah Lindahl Chil-
dren’s Museum in Mishawaka. 

Budget constraints in early 2018 forced the chil-
dren’s museum to close. After exploring other op-
tions, representatives approached The History 
Museum two years later with a proposal: Would 
it absorb HLCM’s artifact collection, continuing to 
teach the public about area history?

After extensive discussions with School City of 
Mishawaka, the City of Mishawaka, the children’s 
museum advisory board and Mishawaka residents, 
The History Museum accepted the proposal.

DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising 

in the Dining Guide?
Call us today at 
(219) 879-0088

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP! • NON-SMOKING ENVIRONMENT
NOW SERVING LIQUOR & CRAFT COCKTAILS

124 W. 4th St. • (219) 879-9956 • www.ritzklub.com 

SAME TRADITIONAL 
BURGERS & REUBENS

NEW MODERN PUB FARE ITEMS
NOW FAMILY FRIENDLY UNTIL 

8:30PM 

SIXTEEN DRAFT BEERS
EXTENSIVE CRAFT, 
GERMAN IMPORT & 

DOMESTIC BEER SELECTION
DRAFT, BOTTLES & CANS  

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

THURSDAY
COMFORT FOOD

ALL DAY

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More

@bartlettsfishcamp

LIVE MUSIC
THIS !
 Wed.-Thurs. open 3pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am. 

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

South Bend’s History Museum Acquires Collections
In July, THM’s curatorial staff and children’s mu-

seum volunteers began meticulously packing more 
than 20,000 items into THM storage, the move 
completed in October. Care of these items will be 
maintained according to standards established by 
the American Alliance of Museums, which has ac-
credited The History Museum. Museum staff will 
work closely with Mishawaka residents and former 
children’s museum volunteers to create a reimag-
ined children’s museum there.

The museum is located at 808 W. Washington St. 
Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or call (574) 235-
9664 for more details.

http://www.ritzklub.com
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
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Indiana Dunes National Park
• Winter Wonderland Bilingual Program 

from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 18, at the 
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental 
Education.

Join a ranger for a short presentation about what 
animals do during the winter (hibernation, migra-
tion, adaptation). Then, take a short hike on Miller 
Woods trail and return to the center for a winter art 
craft. The program is in Spanish and English. The 
Spanish presentation is from 1:15-1:30 p.m., and 
the English presentation from 2-2:15 p.m. A short 
ranger-led hike in Miller Woods from 2:30-2:45 p.m. 
is in Spanish and English. The winter craft is from 
2:45-3:15 p.m.

• Miller Woods Hike from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 19, at Paul H. Douglas Center.

The ranger-led stroll explores a black oak savan-
na, and offers views of Lake Michigan and Chicago.

• Winter Solstice Hike and Campfi re from 
3-5 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 21, at Kemil Beach Park-
ing Lot, East State Park Road, Beverly Shores.

Join a ranger for the late afternoon hike that in-
cludes catching the sunset and views of the Great 
Marsh from atop Dune Ridge Trail.

• Drop-In Volunteer Program from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. weekdays through Dec. 31.

Projects focus on preserving the park’s natural 
and cultural resources. Dress for the weather. All 
equipment and protective gear, including gloves 
and eye protection, will be provided. Meet at the 
visitor center.

❑

The National Park Service has created an audio 
version of Indiana Dunes National Park’s offi cial 
map and guide, making it accessible to visually im-
paired visitors.

The audio description can be accessed by visit-
ing tinyurl.com/2p82t2rx, or by downloading the 
UniDescription mobile app for Apple and Android 
devices. Downloadable audio fi les are available as 
well. The apps target people who are blind, visu-
ally impaired, print dyslexic or who prefer learning 
through sound. 

Local and other park employees, including a le-
gally blind staff member — facilitated the project 
alongside a fully blind, experienced volunteer who 
has assisted other national parks’ audio-described 
brochures.  

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Have a story idea?
Email drew@thebeacher.com

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for over 50 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

New Location! 

http://www.nps.gov/indu
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Harbor Country Singers

Harbor Country Singers will present “A Christ-
mas Menagerie,” a free program of choral Christ-
mas music and dance, at 4 p.m. EST Saturday, Dec. 
18, at Real Life Community Church, 12 E. Michigan 
St., Three Oaks, Mich. 

This year’s concert showcases the music of John 
Rutter, an English composer and conductor known 
for the many Christmas carols he composed or ar-
ranged. The director is HCS founder Cindy Dryden 
and the pianist Maggie Martin. The dancers are from 
Imagine Worship, a local liturgical dance company.

Donations are accepted, and reservations are re-
quested. Visit the events page of School of American 
Music’s website, www.schoolofamericanmusic.com. 
All current COVID protocols will be observed.

Dancers from Imagine Worship.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Snakes Alive! at 10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 18.
Meet at the Nature Center to view snakes and 

learn more about them.
• Happy Owl-idays from 1:30-3 p.m. Satur-

day, Dec. 18.
Humane Indiana Wildlife Director Nicole Har-

mon will introduce native Indiana Dunes owls and 
discuss their adaptations and characteristics. Meet 
at the Nature Center auditorium. The program is 
outside unless the weather is poor.

• Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping Workshops on 
Sunday, Dec. 19.

Learn the art of wire wrapping to make beach-
glass jewelry. Sessions are from 10:30 a.m.-noon 
and 1-2:30 p.m. The cost is $7, and pre-registration 
is required. Space is limited. Register by calling 
(219) 926-1390.

❑

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

ALPINE
T   R   E   E      S   E   R    V   I   C   E

10% Discount
Through December 31

• Tree Removal • Land Clearing • Crane Service

Fall is Here, Winter’s Just  
Around the Corner

Now is the Perfect Time to Call Us!

Fully Insured
24-Hour Emergency Service

(219) 369-7299

http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 31 years in business

In Memoriam
H. Janet (Jan) Van Ausdal, 90, Overland Park, 

Kan., formerly of Crown Point and Michigan City, 
passed away early Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021.

A memorial service is at 1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 19, 
at First Presbyterian Church of Michigan City, 121 
W. Ninth St.

Jan was born on Aug. 5, 1931, in Eaton, Ohio. She 
graduated from Eaton High School. She received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in education from Ohio 
State University and received a Master of Science 

degree in education from 
Purdue University. She 
was a consummate “peo-
ple person” who lived a 
full and busy life, with 
multiple interesting ca-
reers.  She spent almost 
10 years as an elementa-
ry education teacher at 
Jonas E. Salk Elementa-
ry School in Merrillville. 
She then worked for 
ANCO as an executive 
secretary in research 
and development in Val-
paraiso and Michigan 

City, retiring after more than 20 years of service. 
Among her other endeavors, she worked in retail 
sales for J.C. Penney, and she was a door-to-door 
census worker in Michigan City.  She spent nearly 
20 years working in her “dream job” as a freelance 
writer and photographer for The Beacher, with her 
primary focus on people and the arts, including 
special events at Friendship Botanic Gardens and 
Barker Mansion.

Jan was a member of First Presbyterian Church 
of Crown Point and later First Presbyterian Church 
of Michigan City. She enjoyed meeting people, read-
ing, writing, photography, the arts, playing bridge 
and traveling to San Miguel, Mexico, for the winter, 
as well as spending time with and doing things for 
her family.

Jan was preceded in death by her parents, Shur-
ley and Mildred (Reedy) Ayers, her former hus-
band and father of her children, Rolan Van Ausdal, 
and her longtime companion, Cartier Olson. She 
is survived by her children, Rodney (Monica Gar-
rison) VanAusdal, Park City, Utah; Lori (Steve) 
Kerns, Overland Park, Kan.; Mark (Sheree) Van 
Ausdal, Mishawaka; and Jay (Bethia) Van Aus-
dal, Mishawaka; 10 grandchildren; and 12 great-
grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may be directed to Su-
san G. Komen For the Cure and First Presbyte-
rian Church of Michigan City. Online condolences 
may be sent to the Van Ausdal family at tinyurl.
com/5ac9s3v4

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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Michigan City Public Library
Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 

lobby area is open to the public.
The front doors are open. Remodeling of the front 

lobby is almost complete. Public seating is available, 
and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday-Satur-
day and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• MCPL Podcast Episode Release at 9 a.m. 

Friday, Dec. 17. “Discussions with Miss Dana” 
includes classic books youth should read and pre-
views of 2022 releases. Listen on Buzzsprout or 
through www.mclib.org/podcast.

• Debra Sawyer: Holiday Harp at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 18. COVID restrictions may be im-
plemented. If possible, Sawyer will lead the audi-
ence in a sing-a-long.

• Needle Arts Club at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
20. Membership to the group, formerly known 
as the Knit Club, is open to anyone interested in 
needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome.

• Grab and Go Crafts for Kids & Teens. Free 
take-home craft kits are available at the Youth 
Services desk while supplies last. Contact the 
Youth Services department at (219) 873-3045 for 
more information.

• Virtual Story Time with Take-Home Craft. A 
new storytime video is posted at 10 a.m. Wednes-
days on the library  website and YouTube channel 
at www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/ Visit Youth 
Services to get the craft! The program is aimed at 
children through age 5. Contact the Youth Servic-
es department at (219) 873-3045 for more details.

Two new databases are available:

• Newspapers.com World Collection contains his-
torical newspapers from the 1700s-2000s, includ-
ing thousands of well-known regional, state and 
small local newspapers in the United States and 
other countries. Visit tinyurl.com/4f8kfo3v and 
log in with a library card number.

• Fold3, a military-records database powered by 
Ancestry.com. It provides access to military re-
cords, including stories, photos and personal 
documents. Visitors can combine records found 
there with personal effects to create an online 
memorial for someone who served. Visit tinyurl.
com/58cnu2vn and log in with a library card 
number.

❑

The library will close at noon Thursday, Dec. 23, 
and remain closed Dec. 24-25 for the Christmas holi-
day. It also will close Friday-Saturday, Dec. 31-Jan. 
1, for the New Year holiday. Michigan City Public 
Library is located at 100 E. Fourth St. Visit www.
mclib.org for more details.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

http://www.mclib.org/podcast
http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
http://www.mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org
mailto:mark@markcuri.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

Dec. 7, 2021
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Lady Strikers    37.5 14.5
2. Gutter Busters    34   18
3. Gutter Gals   30  22 
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Dottie Brinckman  189
2. June Salmon   176
3. Pat Collado   165
4. Mary Lou McFadden    161
4. Lisa Albers    161
5. Nancy Kubath    155
6. Carolyn Wiggins    153
SPLITS
Nancy Klausner  2-7
Kim Stokes  5-10
Nancy Kubath  3-10
STRIKES
Nancy Kubath — 3.
June Salmon — 3.

❑

Bowling resumes in January. More bowlers are in-
vited when teams meet at 12:30 p.m. Tuesdays at 
City Lanes.

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

MCHS Hosts Military Drill Meet
Michigan City High School hosted and competed 

in a military drill meet Dec. 4 at the school, drawing 
cadets from Indiana and Illinois. 

The Michigan City chapter of the Marine Corps 
League and MCHS Marine Corps Junior Reserve 
Offi cer Training Corps Booster Club sponsored the 
event. Judges came from the University of Notre 
Dame Navy/Marine Corps ROTC. Portage edged 
out Indianapolis Ben Davis and  Romeoville, Ill., to 
win the meet.

“Despite the many challenges this year has 
brought — gym renovations, COVID concerns and 
outside activities beyond our control — our cadets 
still wanted to host the meet,” Senior Marine In-
structor Maj. Tom McGrath said in a press release. 
“This shows the competitiveness of MCHS students.”

Despite such challenges, MCHS took third place 
in Color Guard and Personnel Inspection. Cadet 1st 
Lt. Darrick Hammond earned seventh place out of 
100 cadets in individual competition.

Although not earning a trophy, Cadet Maj. De-
clan Rice, who commanded the Unarmed Regula-
tion Platoon, was gratifi ed by the experience. 

“Commanding a drill unit is probably the hard-
est thing that I have ever done,” he said in a press 
release. “We have great cadets who competed well 
today and represented Michigan City High School 
in the best possible light to the many schools and 
spectators who came here.”

MCHS’ next meet is Feb. 26 at Portage. The re-
gional championship likely is in March at Purdue 
University. The winner then goes to Daytona Beach, 
Fla., for the national championship. The Marine 
Corps funds all trip costs.

Cadet Maj. Declan Rice presents the Unarmed Regulation Platoon 
to the head judge.

Your Community Connection
The Beacher Weekly Newspaper
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WOOD CHIPSALES

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher’s office hours are:

Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed: Saturday & Sunday

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

 (

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

Dr. Linda Sirugo has been a member of LCSO’s 
second violin section for 33 years. She started as 
a student apprentice while attending LaPorte 
High School. Eventually, college, medical school, 
then a residency took her away from the violin, 
and LaPorte, for quite some time. She joined La-
Porte Hospital in 1986 and recently retired as an 
anesthesiologist with Northwest Health.

Sirugo and her husband, David, have six chil-
dren ranging in ages from 30 to 18. The musi-
cian gene is present in all six of them. The last 
now off to college, all were involved in LPHS mu-
sic programs.

Linda Sirugo (center, left).

Holiday Light Show
Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12, 

will host a free stroll through the Gardens, com-
plete with hanging droplights, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 18-19.

Hot chocolate and treats will be available at the 
cabin.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

Envelopes
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City

(219) 879 0088
email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

In the Area:
Dec. 17 — MCPL Podcast Episode Release, 9 

a.m., through Michigan City Public Library. Access: 
Buzzsprout, www.mclib.org/podcast

Dec. 18 — Debra Sawyer: Holiday Harp, 2 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 18-19 — Holiday Light Show, 4:30-7:30 p.m.,  
Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12. Free.

Dec. 18-19 — “Michigan City Messiah,” 7 p.m. 
Dec. 18/3 p.m. Dec. 19, The Holdcraft Performing 
Arts Center, 1200 Spring St. Free. Info: www.
MCMessiah.com

Through Dec. 17 — “Holiday Extravaganza,” St. 
Stanislaus Convent Shop, 1501 Franklin St. Hours: 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Wed./Fri./Sat.

Dec. 20 — Teen D&D, 5:30-7:30 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Through Dec. 31 — Area Artists Association 
member Suzy Vance, small NIPSCO Art Education 
Studio @ Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

Through Dec. 31 — Oil paintings by Don Grott, 
The Legacy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours: 6 a.m.-
8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 
p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com

Through Jan. 9 — Holiday Artisan Market, Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Gal-
lery hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays (closed Tues.), 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. weekends. Info: (219) 874-4900, www.
lubeznikcenter.org 

Through Feb. 25 — “Nature Now,” Lubeznik 
Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Center hours: 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri.; 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Closed Tuesday. Admission: free. 
Info: (219) 874-4900, www.lubeznikcenter.org

Thursdays — Turn Up Dance Fitness with Sta-
cy G., Long Beach Community Center, 2501 Oriole 
Trail. Times: Dec. 18 (8:30 a.m.), Dec. 23, 30 (5:30 
p.m.). Cost: $5 paid at class.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

In the Region
Dec. 16 — Noon Time Talk Series, 12:20 p.m. EDT, 

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
http://www.mclib.org/podcast
http://www.MCMessiah.com
http://www.MCMessiah.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
mailto:kd3627@hotmail.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St., 
Elkhart. Admission: $5. Info: (574) 293-6660.

Dec. 18 — Harbor Country Hikers, 2 p.m. EST, 
Grand Mere State Park, 7337 Thornton Drive, Ste-
vensville, Mich. Info: www.harborcountryhikers.com

Dec. 18 — Winter Wonderland Bilingual Pro-
gram, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood. Spanish presentation: 
1:15-1:30 p.m.; English presentation: 2-2:15 p.m. 
Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Dec. 18 — Happy Owl-idays, 1:30-3 p.m., Indi-
ana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 18 — Harbor Country Singers free Christ-
mas program, 4 p.m. EST, Real Life Community 
Church, 12 E. Michigan St., Three Oaks, Mich. Vis-
it: www.schoolofamericanmusic.com 

Dec. 18 — Concert, Mark Ficks/The Signifi cant 
Others/Chris Spitters, 7 p.m. EST, The Box Factory 
for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Tick-
ets: $10. Reservations: www.boxfactoryforthearts.
org/events, (269) 983-3688.

Dec. 19 — Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping Work-
shops, 10:30 a.m.-noon/1-2:30 p.m., Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Cost: $7. Pre-registration: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 19 — Miller Woods Hike, 1:30-3:30 p.m., 
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Educa-
tion, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neighbor-
hood. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Dec. 21 — Winter Solstice Hike and Campfi re, 
3-5 p.m., Kemil Beach Parking Lot, East State Park 
Road, Beverly Shores. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.
nps.gov/indu

Through Jan. 2 — “A Christmas Story” Comes 
Home Exhibit, Indiana Welcome Center, 7770 
Corinne Drive, Hammond. Info/reservations: www.
AChristmasStoryComesHome.com

Through Jan. 15 — Annual Members’ Exhibition,  
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Gallery 
hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. 
Info: www.chestertonart.org, (219) 926-4711.

Through Jan. 17 — Krasl Art Center annual 
Members’ Show, “Resiliency Redux,” KAC, 707 Lake 
Blvd, St. Joseph, Mich. Info: (269) 983-0271.

Through Jan. 20 — “An Eclectic Collection,” 
acrylics by Joyce Dille, The Village Gallery @ Pines 
Village Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Vil-
lage Circle, Valparaiso. Gallery hours: 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Info: www.pinesvillage.org, 
(219) 465-1591.

Vickers Theatre — Opens Dec. 17: “House of 
Gucci” and “King Richard.” Check online for times. 
Also: “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation,” 7 
p.m. Dec. 18/“A Christmas Story,” 7 p.m. Dec. 21, 
free. All times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm 
St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.vickerstheatre.
com, (269) 756-3522.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Looking for snow removal for small Michigan City property. 

Not plowing. Call (708) 908-0876.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
December Holiday Special: Signed books & all jewelry 50% off.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Lefty’s Naughty or Nice Christmas Golf Sale!

Still time to change your ways. All golf items 50% off at Lefty’s.
Get your name on the good list before it’s too late.
Free golf gift for all shoppers. Call (219) 873-0858.

Feliz Navidad from Lefty and Olive!

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

IN-HOME CAREGIVERS
Experience in dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, cancer and stroke 

clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. Call for more info at 
(219) 809-8183.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New Construction

Small Jobs — Big Jobs
Free Quotes

VISA/MC/AMEX
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
ALL-IN-ONE HANDYMAN SERVICES (WE DO IT ALL)

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR HOME REPAIR (Jared & Lewis). 
(Exterior): Roofing: Leak & shingle repairs, residential roofing all types, 

moss & mildew, drywall repairs; SIDING ALL TYPES, fascia, soffits, 
metal wrap, critters & hornets, Gutters: downspouts, gutter screens, 

adjustments & repairs. (INTERIOR): Decks, framing, trim work, electrical, 
pluming, flooring, ceramic tile, windows, doors, painting, all interior proj-

ects. (2 Guys Fair Price). 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015. Emergency calls same day.

DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.
EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED

Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES

Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Interior/Exterior paint-
ing. Walls, ceilings, trim, all paintable surfaces. Drywall replacement/

repair, texturing, wood graining. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority 
- Ref. Avail. 

(574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications possible. We leave 
houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reasonable. We 

would be very appreciative to work in your home. 
Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
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Festivus for the 

Rest of Us!

(219) 873 0858

Christmas Cantata
Queen of All Saints Catholic Church’s Cantata 

Choir will present a free contata, “The Promise of 
Light: A Christmas Musical by Joel Raney,” at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 19, at the church, 1725 E. Barker Ave.

Stephanie Sobecki is the choir director. She is the 
music director for Queen of All Saints choirs and 
teaches at Barker Middle School and Michigan City 
High School.

South Shore Line Holiday Special
South Shore line invites teachers to ride for free 

Dec. 22-29 on all weekday, weekend and holiday 
trains.

To ride, educators will need to present a valid 
school ID. Visit www.mysouthshoreline.com for 
more details.

NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning, 
snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.

 Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542
/dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Fall Cleanup & snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 
336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING

Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees, as well as seasonal sum-
mer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, servers, buss staff, dishwashers. 

Will train. Email letter of intent and resume to
FishcampMC@gmail.com

Oak Woods Manor-Independent Senior Living is looking for reliable 
employees for full- and part-time shifts for resident assistant, wait staff 
and cook, all shifts, weekends and holidays. Flexible schedules, salary 
range starting at $10-$17 depending on experience, shift and position. 
Must have COVID-19 vaccination and booster. Please call Chuck or 

Tina at (219) 362-6600.
Carts on 12 Mechanic Wanted

Will train, $16-$20/hr. with benefits

*Holiday Pay
*Overtime available
*Legal Assistance

*Flexible hours, full- and part-time work available

Apply in person at Carts on 12, 19429 U.S. 12, New Buffalo, MI

FOR SALE
Greenwood Cemetery: 2 graves together.

$3,000. Call (407) 766-0250

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,
licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you 

in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077. 

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 

in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

Ogden Dunes: 3 bedrooms, oak floors, fireplace, full basement.
Available now, $1,600 monthly. (219) 938-1188 or text (219) 902-9039
Michiana Shores 2BR/2BA, completely renovated and beautifully fur-
nished home for rent. $1,800/month. Available monthly/ 6-month rental 

through June 1. Call or text Julia at (619) 346-9226

http://www.mysouthshoreline.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
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Wish You Were Here by Jodi Picoult (hard-
cover, $28.99 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook and an audio book. 310 pages.)

“I have never really subscribed to the mantra that 
things happen for a reason. Until, maybe, now.”

Diana O’Toole was a woman with a plan. Go to 
college — check. Get an art degree — check. Land 
dream job as associate specialist at Southeby’s —
check. Get married by 30 — now 29, about to be 
engaged — half-check. Have two babies in the next 
fi ve years — yet to be checked.

How wonderful for her to plan 
out her life so well! Her boy-
friend, Finn, is an intern doctor 
at Presbyterian-New York Hos-
pital in the emergency depart-
ment. She knew from the mo-
ment they met he was the one.

Now, the couple is planning a 
two-week vacation to the Gala-
pagos Islands. Sun, surf and 
balmy breezes…but wait. It’s 
March 2020, and Finn comes 
home with bad news: Vacations 
are canceled because this new 
COVID virus is beginning to look 
like a real threat to the city, even 
the whole world. 

“It feels like an ordinary Sat-
urday in the city. Except, appar-
ently, we are standing in the eye 
of the storm.”

Picoult does an outstanding 
job of making us remember those 
early days of COVID, when patients are beginning 
to fi ll up hospitals, and no one knows where this is 
headed nor how to combat the contagion. The city 
is starting to shut down as more people fall prey to 
COVID, and hospitals are assessing the materials 
they will need and don’t have — like ventilators and 
PPE. The world has entered unknown territory…

So what about Finn and Diana’s dream vacation?! 
Finn tells Diana to go on alone and enjoy herself. 
After all, the tickets are non-refundable, and one of 
them should take advantage of the trip. Diana was 
to have secured a Toulouse-Latrec painting for a big 
upcoming auction, but she might have talked the 
owner out of selling it by mistake and now stands 
to lose her job.

And so…
Diana is soon on a water taxi on her way to Isabe-

la Island in the Galapagos chain. As they approach 
the dock, Diana sees people fl ooding the dock, wait-
ing for the taxi to take them back to the main is-
land. Word has been received that the fl ights in and 

out of the islands are being canceled for the next 
two weeks. What to do now, Diana? She could turn 
around and go back to NYC and Finn, or…

For some reason she doesn’t understand, she de-
cides to stay on Isabela Island and wait out the two 
weeks. After all, they’re paid for. Only she doesn’t 
have any luggage since the airlines lost them some-
where along the line. Typical.

A short walk to the hotel and — it’s locked up. 
Now what? No luggage, no bed — cell service is out 
and Diana doesn’t speak Spanish. That is Finn’s 

department. An older native woman 
takes Diana to her home and gives 
her a meal. Her grandson, Gabriel 
Fernandez, thankfully speaks Eng-
lish, and explains the situation 
to her, that she can stay with his 
grandmother.

He’s very accommodating, after a 
rather rocky start, and even takes 
her on hikes around the island. It’s 
beginning to feel like a real vaca-
tion. Still…have you ever heard the 
expression “waiting for the other 
shoe to drop”? Lots more to come.

Diana misses Finn, but has to ad-
mit these two weeks that turned into 
two months are some of her happiest 
days.

Gabriel takes her to a beautiful 
beach where they swim — but then 
Diana gets caught in a riptide and 
goes under…She wakes up in what 
must be an alternate reality. What 
has just happened to her, and where 

is Gabriel? And where is the beach?
Well researched and well told, Picoult tells us 

about ourselves — our view of the world around us, 
our place in it. And then there’s the question of what 
is reality and what is not. What happens when our 
brain goes into sensory overload complicated by a 
virus that has killed so many, and still leaves us 
with so many questions.

As Diana says, “But it doesn’t feel like I was sick. 
It feels like my reality just…changed.”

This is defi nitely a love-it-or-leave-it book. Some 
will be amazed at the ideas about conscience put 
forth here. Others will say the story drags, and not 
in a good way. I am in the former group. I was fas-
cinated by what happens when we are disconnected 
from reality, and returning to those missing hours 
and days can be life changing and confusing.

My former neighbor, Harold Wolf, told me years 
ago to read Jodi Picoult, and now I know why. 
Thanks, Harold!

Till next time, happy reading!

news:Vacations
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3324 POTTAWATTOMIE TRAIL
MICHIGAN CITY, IN • 3 BED / 3.1 BATH • $749,000

Located in highly desirable Duneland Beach and nestled in the Indiana dune sits this fantastic 3 Bedroom 3.1 Bath home. Built in 2001 and 
from the moment you walk into this home, you can tell it has been meticulously cared for and maintained. Features include large upper loft, 

and plenty of parking. Just .3 miles from the shores of Lake Michigan. Short walk to the Duneland Beach Park and newly opened neighborhood 

JORDAN GALLAS

219.861.3659

To see more of my listings visit atproperties.com

JUST LISTED
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