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different groups and how their insight can help us.” 
Positivity – something Kohn exemplifi es in her 

smile, can-do attitude and friendly, easygoing man-
ner – plays a big part in her position.

“The challenge is to get the good news out there, 
keep the positivity fl owing and just to make sure 
that people are aware of all the positive things hap-
pening — maintain that positive perception of our 
schools,” she said. “Sometimes, people are quick to 
think about the negative in our schools.” 

Keeping positivity to a premium isn’t the only 
challenge Kohn faces daily. 

“COVID has become a huge part of my job,” Kohn 
admits. “It was a challenging time, and it continues.” 

Just now, Kohn 
is coordinating CO-
VID vaccine clin-
ics in conjunction 
with HealthLinc. 
She continues to 
serve on the La-
Porte County CO-
VID taskforce, and 
keeps the COV-
ID-19 Data Dash-
board updated on 
the MCAS website. 
She was instrumen-
tal in developing the 
MCAS Reopening 
Plan with Superin-
tendent Dr. Barba-
ra Eason-Watkins 
and Dr. Wendel Mc-
Collum, associate 
superintendent of 
human resources & 
operations. 

Just the sheer 
amount of com-
munication needed 
through the pan-
demic has been 
daunting. 

Pride and Positivity
by Kim Nowatzke

SShe might just be Michigan City Area Schools’ 
greatest cheerleader.

Even amid our interview for this article, Director 
of Communications Betsy Kohn redirects the focus 
to all the positives about MCAS. 

“I measure how successful I am by how well I stay 
behind the scenes,” she explained. “The focus is on 
the students and the staff – the people actually on 
the front lines. I like to be helping them tell their 
stories…” 

Telling their stories is just part of what keeps 
Kohn, who turns 55 next month, busy in a job she 
enjoys. 

It’s a job where two days are never the same. 
And she loves it 

that way.  
She divides her 

long list of respon-
sibilities since she 
started the posi-
tion 14 years ago 
into the categories 
of media relations, 
graphics and im-
age, school/parent 
communications, 
special projects and 
events, community 
relations, internal 
communications, 
electronic media 
and miscellaneous 
tasks such as grant 
writing, crisis com-
munications and 
speechwriting.  

“I enjoy build-
ing relationships, 
which is a big part 
of this,” she said. 
“It’s important to 
consider all audi-
ences – how a deci-
sion will impact all 

Betsy Kohn, the Michigan City Area Schools director of communications since 2007, prefers 
a more behind-the-scenes approach to her position. Photo by Kim Nowatzke
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“We have learned to operate within the reality of 
COVID,” Kohn said. “The social and emotional shift 
was huge for our students and staff, and that has 
had a huge impact on academics, school culture and 
behavior. It impacted everybody nationally.” 

Kohn pointed out a variety of ways MCAS is “try-
ing to ensure that our students get back on track 
after COVID” by aiding students through “accelera-
tion efforts,” by helping them move forward, rather 
than a remediation approach. In addition to nurses 
at every school, there are now social worker “suc-
cess coaches.” 

Kohn also gave a sneak peek into a new program 
of “high-dosage tutoring” that will be announced in 
January. As an “extra boost,” hired recruits will give 
intense one-on-one or small-group instruction dur-
ing school hours for at least one hour per day for a 
minimum of three days a week. 

Technology is another favorite component of 
Kohn’s job. 

“I’m a techie person – I like working with technol-
ogy in any form,” she said. “In the area of graphic 
design, I enjoy making ads, fl yers and promotional 
pieces.” 

Kohn doesn’t shy away when the going gets tough. 
“I really like problem solving,” she said. “Give me 

a challenge, and I enjoy making something happen. 
Connecting all the dots is rewarding.” 

Betsy Kohn and Jessica O’Brien, MCAS’ new multimedia communications 
specialist, are self-proclaimed “word nerds,” so they donned appropriate 

costumes for the LaPorte County Family YMCA’s annual Halloween Trunk 
or Treat in October.

Continued on Page 4

That, and the fact she handles all crisis communi-
cations, may be why she earned the nickname  “Bad 
News Betsy.” Jessica O’Brien, who took on the new 
position of mulitimedia communications specialist 
in May, has been dubbed “Good News Jessica.” 

“Her major responsibilities so far include gen-
erating content for our district social media pages 

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS

CHRISTMAS  EVE

NEW YEARS EVE

NEW YEARS DAY
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and website, writing press releases/taking photos, 
making short videos for social media/web, helping 
to plan special campaigns/events, and other things 
such as writing grants and creating video slides for 
Channel 98,” Kohn said.  

“I also work on all of the above, but she is now 
taking the lead on the social media for sure. We also 
do a lot of ‘other duties as assigned.’ For example, 
she helped answer lots of parent emails and assist-
ed people with the new parent portal (PowerSchool) 
when she fi rst started.” 

Kohn is tasked with more of the “big picture” 
stuff, such as special projects, MCAS’ mass com-
munication system, which included the transition 
to PowerSchool, marketing, media relations and 
branding. She also handles all of the COVID-relat-
ed tasks, graphic design and crisis communications. 

“‘Good News Jessica’” is involved in many of the 
same tasks I am, so much of what I do is no lon-
ger alone,” Kohn explained. “She is my new right 
hand. It’s wonderful to have Jessica working with 
me on our ‘Communications Team.’ I really value 
the collaboration with her, especially in brainstorm-
ing and planning. Together, we are better able to 
support MCAS!”

Kohn’s passion for MCAS is obvious. 
“Our leadership team here is so committed and 

passionate about what they do,” she said. “Their 
hearts are in the right place. That’s the kind of en-
vironment you want to work in. It’s a great school 
system – a great place to work.” 

Pride and Positivity Continued from Page 3
she explored the fi elds of English, journalism and 
communications. 

Kohn holds a Bachelor of Arts in communication 
from Grove City College in Grove City, Pa., and a 
Master of Arts in English, with a concentration in 
professional writing and editing, from George Ma-
son University in Fairfax, Va. 

She fulfi lled several internships in television, 
radio and journalism during college. After graduat-
ing, she worked as manager of publication services 
for the National Association of Elementary School 
Principals. This, in addition to another position at 
a small magazine on Capitol Hill, provided experi-
ence in education, public relations and publishing 
that have proven valuable in her present position. 

A job at Guideposts magazine in Chesterton 
brought her to the local area. They recruited her 
after she spoke at a conference for children’s maga-
zine editors about her graduate research on the his-
tory of children’s magazines. She worked as manag-
ing editor for Guideposts Kids, Guidepost Teens and 
Sweet 16 magazines.

Rudy and Betsy Kohn (middle) enjoy playing pickleball with friends 
Dan Spoor (left) and Bob Mingela (right) at the 

LaPorte County Family YMCA.
Kohn’s fi rst career aspirations, actually, were 

musically inclined. But while at a Lutheran music 
camp in high school, she was required to select an 
extracurricular activity and opted for the class that 
created the camp newsletter. It wasn’t long before 
she embraced the shift in her passion for life, and 

Betsy and Rudy Kohn are photographed with their 21-year-old daughter, 
Sydney, who will graduate this spring with a degree in elementary 

education from Purdue University.

Meeting her husband of 23 years, Rudy Kohn, 
was added incentive to establish roots here. New 
to the area, she was a novice tennis player looking 
for a group to play with at the former Northwest 
Athletic Club. Rudy was a part of that group. Nine 
months later, they were married. In addition to Ru-
dy’s sons, Jeff and Scott, the Kohns are proud par-
ents of 21-year-old Sydney, who graduates in spring 
2022 from Purdue University with a degree in el-
ementary education. 

The Kohns still regularly play tennis together. 
They enjoy keeping up with the sport weekly with 
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groups in LaPorte and Valparaiso. She 
and Rudy were early adopters here of 
pickleball and play a few times a week 
at the LaPorte County Family YMCA 
and in Michiana Shores. 

“People of any age can learn it,” 
she said. “We even put up a court in 
our basement during COVID and also 
played in a friend’s driveway.” 

The pandemic also resulted in the 
addition of “COVID kitten” Basil, who 
joined their older cat, Joe, who was ad-
opted from Michiana Humane Society. 

Considering herself a “word nerd,” 
Betsy also is a regular participant in 
“Educated Guesses,” a trivia team 
that participates in local trivia con-
tests. 

True to her fi rst love, Kohn played 
the fl ute in community bands in Vir-
ginia and Valparaiso. She continues to 
play for her church, St. Luke United 
Lutheran Church in Trail Creek, occasionally for St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Michigan City and also 
for the Christmas Eve service at St. John’s United 
Church of Christ. 

The Kohns’ devotion to giving back to their com-
munity is evident through their multiple volun-
teer efforts. Betsy is a longtime board member for 

The Salvation Army of Michigan City 
and was its board president for two 
years. She has volunteered for Junior 
Achievement of LaPorte County for 
several years and just joined the Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts board of di-
rectors. 

Rudy, who retired after serving as 
director of Junior Achievement of La-
Porte County, enjoyed a life-long pro-
fession as a data processing manager. 
He now is the board treasurer for 
Family Advocates, serves as chairman 
of the Unity Foundation of LaPorte 
County Community Grant Committee 
and is president of the homeowners’ 
association at Kimball Woods, where 
the couple moved a few years back. 

“The most exciting thing about mov-
ing to Kimball Woods was that I get 
The Beacher delivered to my home!,” 
Betsy exclaimed with a laugh.

On a more serious note, she emphasized, “I hope 
it comes through how proud I am to work for MCAS. 
We offer so many excellent opportunities for stu-
dents, and that is thanks to a very hardworking and 
talented team of educators and staff. Our graduates 
are succeeding at high levels and making a differ-
ence. Our community has much to be proud of!” 

A Salvation Army of Michigan City 
board member for several years, 

including serving as its board 
president for two years, Betsy Kohn’s 

smile warms hearts as she 
rings the iconic bell.

3-DAY HOLIDAY SEAFOOD SALE
Wed. & Thurs., Dec. 22 & 23, 9 am - 5 pm

Friday, Dec. 24, 8 am - 4 pm

4 OZ. LOBSTER TAILS SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS

FRESH RAINBOW TROUT

Check for our full Christmas ad online or on Facebook.

16 OZ. SHRIMP RING FRESH SCOTTISH SALMON

COLOSSAL TAIL-ON SHRIMP

While quantities last - no rainchecks.
alssupermarkets.com

KARWICK PLAZA   219-879-4671  OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE ‘TIL 7 PM; CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY  
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“Nightmare Alley” confi rms Guillermo del Toro 
knows how to make beautiful movies out of pulpy 
material. A remake of the 1947 adaptation of Wil-
liam Lindsay Gresham’s novel, it looks better than 
anything else this year: punch-drunk on lurid imag-
ery. Cinephiles will devour it.

It’s also way too long. Del Toro taps into two dif-
ferent kinds of movies and visually stitches them to-
gether, and not always successful-
ly. What can’t be denied, though, 
is the power of the movie making. 
The Oscar-winning director of 
“The Shape of Water” knows how 
to tell a story, to transport you to 
a different time and place.

The fi rst act of “Nightmare 
Alley” is the best, establishing 
Stan Carlisle (Bradley Cooper) 
as a drifter who hides his an-
ger well, his introduction to the 
art of the con carefully sculpted 
by a Depression-era carnival. 
Most fascinating are the circus 
veterans, like “Madame Zeena” 
(Toni Collette, wonderful), her 
alcoholic husband, Pete (David 
Strathairn), and carnival owner 
Clem Hoately (Willem Dafoe). 
Circus life is in their blood, where 
any feat of magic can appear as 
natural and unrehearsed as a 
stroll down the midway. Each, in their own dis-
tinct manner, knows how to identify a “tell”: things 
to look for in people that reveal truths about them 
without them doing so.

These early scenes are marvelous: muddy realism 
blended with surreal, dreamlike trickery. Cinema-
tographer and del Toro regular Dan Laustsen (“The 
Shape of Water,” “Crimson Peak,” “Mimic”) draws 
out the colors of this landscape so the bizarre takes 
on an alluring quality. And del Toro gets the typi-
cally sour Rooney Mara (“The Girl With the Dragon 
Tatoo”) to smile for a change, and she’s lovely as 
Molly, a circus performer who runs away with Stan 
to create a new life together.

Here is when “Nightmare Alley” shifts gears, 
ditching its fanciful tone for hardboiled noir as Stan 
and Molly become celebrated “mediums” in sophis-
ticated circles. Ultimately, they draw the attention 
of Lilith Ritter, a psychiatrist and kindred spirit to 
Stan. They’re both fascinated by the thrill of the 
con. Lilith has a few schemes that rely on Stan’s 
mastery of deception. 

Lilith is played by Oscar-winner Cate Blanchett, 
who certainly has done her homework. Modeling 
her performance after noir favorites Veronica Lake 

and Gloria Grahame, the actress can wear a slinky 
dress with the best of them, deliberately slowing 
her movements and speech so they drip with come-
hither menace.

It becomes clear, though, that “Nightmare Alley” 
is setting Stan up for a grandiose fall from grace. 
That he must pay the price for allowing artifi ce to 
consume him...and that’s when the movie starts to 

drag. Cooper is effective in allowing sleaze to practi-
cally ooze out of him, but the ugliness to the perfor-
mance casts a pall over the movie, especially since 
we suspect where and how the story is headed.

Del Toro ramps up the gorgeous images — falling 
snow has rarely looked this haunting — and there 
is poetic justice to the fi nal scene, although Cooper 
appears to be making an Oscar bid with his perfor-
mance here.

“The Shape of Water, in my opinion, is del Toro’s 
masterpiece. Consistent perfection from start to fi n-
ish. “Nightmare Alley” falls more into the “Crimson 
Peak” realm: pretty, but more style over substance.

But what style, indeed. Whatever problems exist 
in “Nightmare Alley,” there is no denying the imag-
es stay with you long after the screen fades to black.

❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

“Nightmare Alley” Delivers an Uneven, but Gorgeous Ride
by Andrew Tallackson

Stan (Bradley Cooper) and Molly (Rooney Mara) fall in love 
amid life in a Depression-era carnival in “Nightmare Alley.”

★ ★ ★
“Nightmare Alley”

Running time: 150 minutes. Rated R for strong/bloody violence, 

some sexual content, nudity and language.
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Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell

Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

C: 219.617.5947
bonnieb@1dwelling.com
homesbybonnieb.cbintouch.com

� � � � �

C:219.229.5975
brooklynn@bksellshomes.com

bksellshomes.com

mailto:bonnieb@1dwelling.com
mailto:brooklynn@bksellshomes.com
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I N D I A N A      |      M I C H I G A N      |      I L L I N O I S

10 N. Whittaker Street, New Buffalo, MI  49117                      @linemullinsgroup

Marissa Stapleton
312.520.3552

Kristin Shoub
630.362.4188

Jessica Fleming 
219.229.7437

Michael Murray
773.550.8750

Peggy Adducci 
312.804.6000

Line Mullins
708.790.3676

Howard Westbrook
219.617.8839

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
from the line mullins group



December 23, 2021 Page 9
THE

22771111 DDUUFFFFYY LLAANNEE •• LLOONNGG BBEEAACCHH,, IINN
RANCH STYLE LIVING AT ITS BEST. This solid brick home located right on Clare Lake in Long Beach is ready to take your 
breath away from the minute you enter the dramatic entryway with vaulted ceilings throughout. This home has skylights galore 
and gorgeous views through the sliding doors leading out to the lake from every angle. Large open floor concept kitchen 
flowing into the substantial great room with a fireplace that you can enjoy from both sides. This home is truly an entertainer’s
dream come true. The main bedroom is huge with sliding doors leading out to a patio as well as a separate entrance leading 
into a private office space. Outside, you can enjoy a fenced in hot tub area or take your kayak out for an afternoon adventure 
and enjoy all that this amazing location can bring you. So close to Long Beach Country Club and STOP 24 beaches.

33 BBeeddrroooommss//22 BBaatthhrroooommss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$663399,,000000 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY 1/2/2022 12PM - 2PM (CT)

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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Nature Artfully Expressed 
by Linda Weigel

“If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society must set the artist free to follow his vision wherever it 
takes him…” John F. Kennedy

‘Tis the season for sure, and shopping can be a drag, so why not take a detour to experience a root of our 
current society. Observe the cultured vision expressed in local galleries; meanwhile, appreciate the time, 
talent and inspiration these highly motivated creatives achieve. Art is empowering and transformative, so 
be transformed, breathe it in and take your time doing so. 

The overall theme for current exhibits relates to nature – its beauty, ability to renew, to center the mind/
body and the need for balance between human impact and preservation from further degradation.

Begin your journey at SFC Gallery, 607 Franklin St., with Joel Brussel’s photographic landscapes.
❑

Brussel has lived in Michiana Shores for more 
than 20 years. He is a hiker and photographer who 
feels “incredibly lucky to be near the natural ‘hood’ 
of the beach and its evolving beauty, whether it’s 
man-made with boulders to prevent erosion or the 
quiet painted drama of Savage Sunsets.”  

Brussel is bold in his quest to capture the evolv-
ing life that makes up the shoreline, whether it be 
the inside of an icicle crevasse or getting smashed 
by waves to get the right shot.  

B r u s s e l ’ s 
SFC show high-
lights these at-
tempts with 
19 color and 
black-and-white 
photos. “Savage 
Sunset 3” was 
shot off Central 
Beach in Bever-
ly Shores in late 
November.

“I am con-
stantly amazed 
by the light 
here,” he said, 
“which feels like 
taking a Mon-
tana sky and 
mixing it with 
a rugged Pacifi c 
dusk.”

He takes 
what is familiar to many of us who walk the Lake 
Michigan shoreline and brings new and unexpected 
viewpoints. The eminent photographer Ansel Ad-
ams once said, “The artist and the photographer 
seek the mysteries and the adventure of experience 
in nature.” Brussel, I believe, not only seeks such 
adventure, but consequently  includes the rest of us, 
his viewers, along for the ride.

The show closes at the end of this month.
❑

“Look deep into nature, and then you will under-

Joel Brussel’s “Savage Sunset 3.”

stand everything better.” Albert Einstein
For those who love being outside, whether it be 

hiking, fi shing, boating, gardening or any other ac-
tivity spent in the natural world, we can agree do-
ing so is important. Time outdoors is good for us on 
many levels, physically and mentally. We live in an 
especially beautiful region, too, with opportunities 
and locales to enjoy.  

Consider too, that for as long as artists have been 
producing art, the natural world has been a major 
inspiration. Many of the media used to execute a 
work of art, such as charcoal, clay, graphite, wood, 
stone, egg yolk, oils and water are products of na-
ture itself. In contemporary venues, with the addi-
tion of manufactured products and acrylic paints, 
the ability to expand the artist’s oeuvre is tempting 
and, in the right hands, expansive.   

As mentioned, many artists reference nature as 
the central theme to their work. This is especially 
true at Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St., and its 
latest exhibit 
“Nature Now,” 
which closes 
Feb. 25. An 
i n t r o d u c t o r y 
statement to 
the show states, 
“The artists 
in the ‘Nature 
Now’ exhibition 
create works 
that explore the 
transient and 
cyclical nature 
of life and refl ect 
upon the impact 
humans have on 
the world.”

Participating 
artists in the 
Hyndman, Su-
san Block and 
Br inka/Cross 

“Cenizas nada mas/Nothing More Than Ashes,” 
Herman Aguirre’s oil and oil-acrylic skins on 

canvas
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galleries include: Herman Aguirre, Christa Donner, 
Doug Fogelson, Stacey Lee Gee, Holly Greenberg, 
Heidi Norton, Mark Rospenda and Tom Van Eynde. 
Downstairs in the Area Artists Association space, 
Suzy Vance‘s “Bathing in a Winter Forest” combines 
photography with haiku: a true visual and written 
poetic combination.

In “Nature Now,” one is confronted with the is-
sues of human relationship to nature, and how “…
they revere it yet struggle to live in harmony with it. 
Finding a balance is threatened by a consumeristic 
culture where human demands put the Earth and 
other species in danger.” This part of the LCA intro-
ductory statement encompasses not only artists in 
our area or country, but is refl ective of international 
concerns across the globe.

Aguirre has three large works in the Hyndman 
Gallery, works referenced in his statement: “Agu-
irre’s body of work is comprised of paintings depict-
ing the traumatic events that have directly affected 
him as a Mexican American, his loved ones and his 
community. His intent is to shed light on issues re-
garding war, trauma and loss.” These large paint-
ings include unique three-dimensional aspects  that 
direct our eye back into space, leaving the viewer 
wondering what events led to this imposing compo-
sition. All three take place in a damaged landscape. 

As I approached his work “Cenizas nada mas/
Nothing More Than Ashes” (2018), I marveled at 
the strong sense of space, drama and color within 
the painting, and the “skin-like” piles, one atop an-
other growing smaller as they recede into the back-
ground. What were these made of? The answer is 
that they were “skins” made from oil paint, like the 
kind that result from mixing paint on a glass pal-
ette and after dry pealing them off. In this instance, 
Aguirre uses these “skins” to represent “discarded 
clothing and belongings to make us realize the dev-
astating effect humans and their wars have on our 

“A Future Made From The Past” by Christa Donner.

natural environment, as well as humanity.”  
All three of his large pieces are impressive, 

unique in structure and consistent in style/execu-
tion; meanwhile, they incorporate complex surface, 
interlocking forms. Furthermore, there is a sense 
of weightiness with each piece that propels the 
viewer to ask, “Why?” Why does this painting feel 
so heavy?  To discover the answer, you need to look 
hard, take your time and consider Aguirre’s intent. 
Reading the accompanying artist statement helps, 
but just spend time exploring the surface, allowing 
yourself to engage with the work fi rst.  

Donner has six unframed works in the show, the 
majority of which utilize ink, acrylic and/or gouache 
on cut paper. In her artist statement she says, “I 
think about how selfi sh and arrogant humans can 
be and how much we have to learn from observing 
and listening to other organisms. Humans are not 
masters of the natural world.” Continued on Page 12

   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Final Days of Holiday Discounts!
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Looking at Donner’s body of work, one senses the 
overall interest and metaphorical referencing to 
biological forms, underground housing and human 
anatomy. They are colorful works, but also present 
as slightly fragile, vulnerable in their relaxed, some-
times slightly warped paper surface: a reminder of 
humans defi nitely not being masters over nature.   

In “A Future Made From The Past” (2016), one 
is presented with a kind of layered history of hu-
mans living underground – perhaps even present-
ing a model for the future, a more cooperative liv-
ing space within a more equitable and ecologically 
balanced system. Each piece in the collection poses 
questions. How you answer them is up to you. In 
her statement, Donner comments, “I look to alter-
native systems beyond our current society – referenc-
ing speculative fi ction, activist communities and the 
biologies of other organisms as modes, not only to 
rethink but also to initiate the possible.”

“F Anthem No. 8” by Doug Fogelson.

Nature Artfully Expressed Continued from Page 11

Fogelson is a photographer who uses chemi-
cals to physically manipulate his analog fi lm. His 
“Chemical Alterations” series affords the viewer six 
examples of what he calls a simple process. His art-
ist statement reveals:  “He travels to natural spac-

es and photographs on analog fi lm, intentionally 
avoiding human beings or built structures, giving 
full attention to the natural world.” After processing 
the fi lm, he looks over each, assessing the results, 
then begins altering the piece “using household or 
industrial-strength chemicals found in cleaning 
agents, forcing the fi lm emulsion to break down and 
become abstracted.” Having worked in a dark room 
once, I found this process to be intriguing and at the 
same time highly skillful. I could imagine how in-
tuitive Fogelson must be to know exactly how hard 
to push it before going too far.

Fogelson’s “F Anthem No. 8” is a good example of 
how the artist met the challenge to control his pho-
tographic manipulations, resulting in a wonderfully 
abstracted form, suggestive of a fl eeting landscape, 
one vulnerable to change. 

“Rescue Was a Long Way Off,” Side 2, by Stacey Lee Gee.

Gee’s approach includes four sculptural works, 
each different in material, but united by how they 
were produced by the same artist. “Opposition” 
sits on the fl oor of the gallery: a juniper root with 
polymer clay additions that, according to her artist 
statement, came from her own front yard. “Spiritus 

Continued on Page 14

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!
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IN beach area condoIN beach area condo
3br, 2.5 ba, 1700+ sf3br, 2.5 ba, 1700+ sf
association poolassociation pool
great value!great value!
$192,000$192,000

sheila carlson

selling homes inc

219.874.1180

219.861.3702 cell

sheila@sellinghomesinc.com

licensed in IN/MI

$200K?

mailto:sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
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Rami” is a nylon-encased tree branch that includes 
polymer clay and LED light, reminding the viewer 
of the common tent worm that can eventually defo-
liate a tree — all too common in the U.S.

“You Can Have 3 Wishes While the Ground Still 
Stands” presents a grouping of cast concrete Lego 
houses atop a patch of Iowa ground and encased in 
Plexiglas. “Rescue Was A Long Way Off” presents a 
1963 Marx dollhouse made of tin twisted and dam-
aged atop a metal playground staircase. Each ob-
ject can stand alone as a statement about nature 
and man’s relationship to same. However, accord-
ing to Gee’s statement, each represents some kind 
of memory or relationship. “Stacey Lee Gee grapples 
with her memories by using actual objects from her 
past to represent time and space.” These memories 
have resulted in sculptures that are personal and 
yet, taken one at a time, relatable.  

G r e e n b e r g ’ s 
“Crossing the Bar” 
is perhaps the most 
direct, forthright 
statement about the 
environment and 
the consequences of 
a gradual process 
of degradation to 
our natural world. 
Located in the up-
stairs Brinka/Cross 
Gallery, her work is 
deceptively elegant 
and recognizable; 
meanwhile, the 
suspended porce-
lain forms suggest 
a line of demarca-
tion.  Looking up 
close, one sees each 
piece as referenc-
ing seeds, pods or 
shells. In her artist 
statement, Green-
berg states, “This 
work attempts to 
capture the moment 
when life leaves the 
living. Although dy-

ing is a gradual process, the moment the body ceases 
to be alive is an exact instance.” She continues. “The 
shift from white to black in the hanging sculpture is 
an illustration of that moment.” Appearing strong in 
form and shape and yet, in fact, fragile if dropped, 
the pods that form the piece eerily foreshadow that 
which we hope does not pass into history. 

Norton has created a site-specifi c installation 
in the Susan Block Gallery that “includes custom-

Nature Artfully Expressed Continued from Page 12

“Crossing the Bar,” porcelain and wire by 
Holly Greenberg.

made, hanging photographic scrolls, glass and wax 
sculptures including living plants, and wall works.”  
The entire space is transformed into one large, 
colorful experience. There is so much packed into 
the space, it takes quite a while to move careful-
ly around and between items. Although her artist 
statement relays that “Norton focuses our attention 
on the living and the dead, as well as the natural 
and artifi cial,” I found the work, perhaps because 
of the high color content, to be more life-affi rming, 
especially because of the scrolls and collaged images 
of various organic forms.

Rospenda offers fi ve intriguing sculptures all 
begun with paper pulp (made from recycled failed 
drawings and other papers) and a few framed cut 
paper/collaged works, the majority of which are in 
the Brinka Cross Gallery.  

The sculptures 
are not large, but 
reminiscent of 
organic forms in 
nature quite un-
usual in design 
and material. 
According to his 
artist statement, 
“Components are 
constantly be-
ing exchanged 
between works, 
with some evolv-
ing over a number 
of years – much 
like the cycles of 

nature.” I like the idea of things transforming and 
not staying static. Perhaps what is viewed here will 
transform again.  

Rospenda has included several monochromatic 
framed works made with collaged cut papers. His 
“Try To Forget” utilizes graphite, cut paper inlay 
and tape, resulting in a balanced, abstracted design 
with fascinating graphite accents. The overlapping 

Heidi Norton’s “Undulations.”

“A Related Series of Events” 
by Mark Rospenda.
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and interlocking forms, as well as the muted color 
palette, add to the complexity.  Rospenda states, “In 
all cases, I think of my drawings and sculptures as 
living things in need of pruning, transplanting, nur-
turing and weeding, just like a garden.”  

Van Eynde presents six archival inkjet prints, 
prints that look like beautifully staged fl owers, but 
are in fact not live plants but artifi cial. “The artifi -
cial fl owers are, in fact, more perfect than the live 
fl owers. Van Eynde loves the irony – the idea of see-
ing through the deception and understanding the 
humor behind the work,” according to the artist 
statement.  

ing the differences 
in nature each day.  
This was something 
I had been totally 
unaware of in the 
concreteness of the 
city.  It was as if 
I could breathe…
deeper…longer. My 
lungs fi lled and my 
spirit soared.”

Her discovery of 
“the Lagoni parcel” 
as part of Shirley 
Heinze Land Trust 
has been a source 
for numerous en-
folding walks, af-
fording her peace 
of mind. Her title 
for this collection is 
“Bathing in a Win-
ter Forest.”

Vance states, “Last year I found myself wanting to 
celebrate each season…following the practice of ‘bath-
ing in the forest’, a Japanese notion I’ve grown to love. 
When it’s combined with haiku poetry, the ‘pithiness’ 
of the few words, when combined with a serene image, 
encompass the total emotion of the moment for me.”

Vance’s combination of photography and haiku 
strikes a perfect synergy. These are beautiful, poetic 
works, a celebration of nature and the inspiration 
inherent in time spent contemplating peace and 
solitude. Vance’s show closes the end of this month, 
and I urge you to see it.

❑

The variety of nature-inspired art is expansive 
this season, and each artist’s interpretation is 
highly individualistic. At the same time, it requires 
the viewer to slow down, think and, in some cases, 
think hard, to enjoy what is presented, take it in 
and consider what it means to each of us.

There is a pleasure in the pathless woods,/There 
is a rapture on the lonely shore,/There is society, 
where none intrudes,/By the deep Sea, and music in 
its roar:/I love not Man the less, but Nature more. – 
Lord Byron

Archival inkjet prints by Tom Van Eynde.

Before  reading the artist statement, my fi rst im-
pression was one of impossibility – the unexplain-
able way the fl owers are staged so precisely, some of 
which are “standing” in a row, not wilting, appear-
ing nearly perfect. My second impression was one 
of recall, thinking back to Baroque fl ower paintings 
with drama and strongly directed light.  

His artist statement closes with, “Art is fun! It’s 
not always spiritual or more meaningful than what it 
appears. Sometimes it should just make you happy.”  

❑

“In every walk with nature, one receives far more 
than he seeks.” John Muir

Downstairs in the LCA gallery in the AAA space, 
Vance presents a series of photographs in combina-
tion with haiku poetry expressive of her love for the 
region and seasons.

Vance permanently arrived in the Beverly Shores 
area in 1991. She says it felt as though she has found 
freedom upon settling here, and began her walks 
fi rst near Lake Michigan, then back into the woody 
areas. “Over the next few weeks, early in spring, I no-
ticed the dune grass. It gradually began to lie down,” 
she states. “Then…seemingly overnight…it fi nally 
gave up the ghost and lay fl at. I found myself notic-

Suzy Vance’s “No. 1 Aluminum Print.”

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago
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ZAK ELHIDAOUI
REALTOR®

(219) 448-1052
zake@daprileproperties.com
www.zakeproperties.com
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THIS THREE BEDROOM, TWO BATHROOM HOME WITH 
A PANORAMIC VIEW OF LAKE CLAIRE SOLD FOR $519,000.

Whether you’re in the market to buy or sell, you need a successful professional. 
Contact me and I’ll show you the value of experience and the meaning of service.

Michigan City office: 
726 Franklin St. Michigan City, IN 46360

mailto:zake@daprileproperties.com
http://www.zakeproperties.com
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3514  CALUMET  TRL .  DUNELAND BEACH $750 ,000
Don’t miss out on this immaculate, quality built Duneland Beach home. Room for everyone in  

the 2,433 square foot home. This home has four bedrooms, three bathrooms, and is just a short walk to  
Stop 35 Beach. This home features a large eat-in kitchen, awesome screened-in porch, walk-out lower level, 

and several fantastic outdoor living spaces including a spacious deck right off the family room.  
Countless updates in this well-cared-for home include a new roof, new windows, new primary bedroom suite, 
new furnace, and beautiful landscaping. Only a short stroll to local restaurants, tennis courts, and the park.

JOE STACK 
(630) 936-2844
jstack@daprileproperties.com
jstackproperties.com

mailto:jstack@daprileproperties.com
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F R O M  T H E  H U B E R  G A L L O W A Y  T E A M

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
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C H E E R S  T O  A
F R E S H  N E W  Y E A R !

 If you or someone you know is looking to 
buy or sell in 2022, we are all here for you.

Midwest Lending Corporation | 1732 W. Hubbard St. Suite 1C Chicago, IL 60622

Midwest Lending Corporation Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee #MB.6759631 NMLS #204212 | For licensing information, go to www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

http://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org
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Beautiful LaPorte 10-acre home with privacy for sale:

Theresa Prim - Agent 
219-575-0181
theresa@theresaprim.com

• 6,100+ SF custom-built walkout 
ranch

• 5 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 
• 2 indoor gourmet kitchens

• Private master suite w/ exit to 
verandah

• Sauna, wet bar, 11' ceilings,  
cove lighting

• Outdoor kitchen adjacent to the 
pool

• 40' L-shaped swimming pool 
totally fenced

-
building 

• 10 wooded acres with walking/
riding trails

• Located in desirable Galena 
Twp, NE LaPorte County 

• 7 miles from Michigan line,  
30 min to South Bend

$%
{

MCHS “Rising Stars”

Pictured are Destiny Meneweather (from left), Nathaniel Painter, 
Kayla Campbell and Thalia Karallas.

Four Michigan City High School juniors are 
among the Indiana Association of School Principals 
“Rising Stars of Indiana” Class of 2023. 

Each Indiana high school was invited to recog-
nize up to four 11th-graders based on academic 
achievement. Representing MCHS are Destiny 
Meneweather, Nathaniel Painter, Kayla Campbell 
and Thalia Karallas. All have between 4.3 and 4.4 
grade-point averages.

The Rising Stars of Indiana Program, coordi-
nated by IASP through its Department of Student 
Programs, recognized 1,020 juniors this year at 262 
Indiana schools.

Harbor Country Hikers
Timed to coincide with First Day Hikes, Harbor 

Country Hikers will lead a walk through Robinson 
Woods and Flynn Woods Preserves at 2 p.m. EST  
Saturday, Jan. 1.

First Day Hikes is a national initiative to encour-
age people to get outdoors on New Year’s Day.

Robinson and Flynn Woods Preserves — both 
Chikaming Open Lands properties — are across 
the street from each other, and parking is available 
at both venues. Robinson Woods is located at 8016 
East Road, Three Oaks, Mich.

Following a 10-minute introduction, HCH Presi-
dent Pat Fisher will lead a two-mile hike through 
the combined 115 acres of the two preserves. Robin-
son is a mature forest, dominated by beech, maple, 
tulip poplar and oak, with seasonal streams. Flynn 
is a forested wetland complex. 

The hike will take about two hours, and is rated 
moderately physically diffi cult. It is open to the pub-
lic, although membership is encouraged. Children 
are welcome if accompanied by an adult. An all-ter-
rain Rollator — a wheeled walker with extra-large 
tires — is available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served ba-
sis by emailing harborcountryhikers@gmail.com.

HCH follows federal and state COVID 
guidelines, and face masks are optional. Visit www.
harborcountryhikers.com for more details.

mailto:theresa@theresaprim.com
mailto:harborcountryhikers@gmail.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
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Tricia Meyer
Broker/Owner
219-871-2680

4    T
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Dear Santa Claus
A beloved tradition returns to The Beacher with letters to Santa Claus from Notre Dame Elementary 

School second-graders, presented to you just as the children wrote them. Thanks to second-grade teacher 
Sara Conn for helping us out. Enjoy!

Dear Santa,

How are the elves? I will leave 
Rudolph a carrot. I will leave you 
cookies and milk. May I have a 
Gravitor fl oating toy so Ev and I 
can have a contest? Can I please 
have a Jump Fury remote control 
car so I can jump on Ev? Can I 
please have a hoverboard so I can 
ride to McDonalds?

Love,

Mav

Dear Santa,

How are you?

You are kind. What is your fa-
vorite cookie? How is Rudolph? I 
love you, Santa. For Christmas, I 
want an elf on the shelf. I want an 
elf on the shelf because it is funny 
and cool.

Love,

Zoey

Dear Santa,

How are you? Are you doing 
good? May I please have a new 
laptop, because mine is broken? 
I would also like Minecraft Dun-
geons Hero edition, because it’s 
cool, and an axolotl plushie be-
cause it is cute?

Love,

Robert

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? How are 

your reindeer? What is your fa-
vorite kind of cookie? I would 
like a painting set for Christmas. 
Because I like to paint with my 
friend. I would like a Lego set for 
Christmas because making Lego 
sets makes me happy. I would like 
TV in my room for Christmas, 
because I like to watch TV. Good 
luck, Santa, for Christmas. In my 
opinion, I think I was good.

Love,
Abby

Dear Santa,
How are the other elves? What 

kind of cookies do you like? I would 
like to get a paint set because I 
like to paint. I would like to get 
Air Pods because I can use them 
with my phone. I would like to get 
a phone so I can call my family.

Love,
Ellie

Dear Santa,
How are you? How are the rein-

deer? I will give you cookies and 
milk and crackers. Can I have my 
family all together on Christmas 
Eve, please, and toys to play to-
gether? That’s all. Thank you. Oh, 
and an Elf on the Shelf and a pup-

py that is real, and Christmas to 
last. Oh, and a Minecraft set.

Love,
Bella

Dear Santa,
How are you? How is Mrs. 

Claus? May I please have an Ever 
After doll set and two Ever After 
High dolls for my collection? I was 
very good this year.

Your Friend,
Rowan

Dear Santa,
How are you? What kind of 

cookies do you want? May I have 
a hoverboard so I can ride it with 
my two sisters? May I also have a 
black baby doll so I can play with 
my sisters and a PS5 game system 
so I can play with my big brother?

Love,
Reese

Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? May I 

please have a doll so I can play 
with it? May I please have an Elf 
on the Shelf because I don’t have 
one. May I please have a game to 
play with my family? I was good!

Love,
Julia
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Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Claus? How is 

Rudolph doing? Are you going to 
come? May I have an Elf on the 
Shelf, A Hatchimal and a Bluey 
set because I don’t have an Elf on 
the Shelf on the Shelf. I need the 
Hatchimal for my other Hatchi-
mal Toothy, and the Bluey set be-
cause I like Bluey.

Love,
Amelia

Dear Santa,
I hope you have a good Christ-

mas. Well, I was kind, I was good! 
I would like a scooter because you 
can do bunny hops and wheelies 
on it. I also want a snowboard be-
cause I can stand on it. I hope you 
have a good Christmas and it isn’t 
too stressful.

Love,
Will

Dear Santa,
Are you feeling good? What 

does your sleigh look like? May I 
have an Electric guitar, an iPad, 
and an iPhone 13? I want an Elec-
tric guitar because I want to be a 
rocker. I want an iPad for work 
to practice hand-writing. I would 
like an iPhone 13 because I want 
to play games.

Love,
Dex

Dear Santa,
How are you? I will leave you 

cookies. May I please have my 
mom feel good, because she is not 
feeling good. May I please have a 
Step-Dad, because I want a Step-

Dad. May I please have dolls, be-
cause I love dolls and Air Pods, 
because I love them, too.

Love,
Catherine

Dear Santa,
How are you? How are your 

reindeer? Does anyone know Mrs. 
Claus’s real name? May I please 
have Magic Mixes because I love 
science? May I have a puppy be-
cause I want my dog to be happy? 
Can I please have some kitchen 
sets so I can help my mom cook?

Love,
Grace

Dear Santa Claus,
I can’t wait until I see you on 

Christmas Eve! How are you? What 
kind of cookies do you like? How is 
Rudolph? He is my favorite rein-
deer. I am excited for Christmas. 
Are you? May I please have fi dgets, 
because I like to play with them. I 
would like a pet hedgehog because 
I love animals. I would like an ani-
mal book because I love to read.

Love,
Presley

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Claus and Ru-

dolph? How are the elves? I will to 
try to leave some carrots and cook-
ies for your reindeer. Can I please 
have a guitar so I can practice gui-
tar lessons, and a drum because I 
really want to be a drummer? Can 
I please have a harder punching 
bag, dog, and a puppy?

Love,
Armani

Dear Santa,
I want to know how fat you get 

when you eat cookies every night! 
Anyway, how are the elves? Are 
the reindeer being good? Anywho, I 
want an electric scooter for Christ-
mas. I will share it with my family 
and friends. I want a hover board 
for Christmas, too. Could I please 
have an Elf on the Shelf, too?

Love,
Connor

Dear Santa,
How is Rudolph? Why does he 

have a red nose? May I please 
have some stuffed animals, some-
thing to play Minecraft with, and 
a snow globe? I want those things 
because they are fun. Yay! I was a 
bit bad, but I am trying to be good.

Love,
Olivia

Dear Santa,
Are you magical? I have been 

very good. What is your favorite 
cookie? Do you want eggnog instead 
of milk? Am I on the nice list? My 
elf, Ely, is funny. I wish for Alexa for 
my sister. I would also like a bean 
bag so I don’t have to share with 
my sister. Also, one more thing—
can I have a remote control boat?

Your friend,
Roma

Dear Santa,
How is Rudolph? How are the 

elves? Please give me a PS5 so I 
could play the Spiderman game 
and a Virtual Reality headset so I 
can play Minecraft.

Love,
Hunter

Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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The old couple on 40 acres out on the edge of town 
was known for their wonderful Christmas sound-
and-light shows.

Upon seeing it for the fi rst time, many a child, 
and yes, many an adult, was heard to proclaim: “It’s 
the best Christmas show ever.”

Indeed, it was, because the old couple festooned 
their orchards and fi elds, and old farmhouse and 
barn, with twinkling lights of many colors. They 
also made it so that Christmas classics wafted soft-
ly out of speakers strategically hidden around the 
grounds.

It was such a show to behold that folks came from 
miles around just to slowly cruise by and take it 
all in, with the windows down and their hearts all 
aglow.

Alas, all good things must come to an end, right?
Yes, Virginia, they must.
And last Christmas, the old couple announced to 

their friends and neigh-
bors their fabulous 
sound-and-light show 
was at an end. They 
took it all down in early 
January and gave it all 
away to a grateful char-
ity, and that was that.

And so, with the com-
ing of Christmas this 
year, there was no joy in 
Mudville, or any other 
ville for that matter, be-
cause the old couple on 
the edge of town had no 
sound-and-light show to 
install and display.

On their 40 acres this year, there was only dark-
ness.

And stillness.
Darkness and stillness — what a depressing com-

bination.
But then — on the night before the night before 

Christmas — what should appear but a bus full of 
exhausted musicians on their way home from a gig 
in Pittsburgh, of all places.

They didn’t mean to appear, but they had no 
choice because their bus developed the heartbreak 
of engine knock and simply stopped running.

The driver coasted them safely to the side of the 
road — opposite the old couple’s dark and still 40 
acres — and said: “I think I can fi x this. Just give 
me 20 minutes, give or take.”

The musicians agreed to give him 20 minutes and 
piled out of the bus. When they saw the darkened 
orchard and fi elds, they decided it was the perfect 
venue for an impromptu sound-and-light show.

They were pent-up from that long drive from 

Pittsburgh and, truth be told, their last concert in 
Pittsburgh had been abruptly terminated by a bliz-
zard. So they needed to perform, and this forlorn 
farmstead was just the place for some holiday fun.

After all, they had the lights, amps, instruments 
and a fi eld generator. In no time fl at, they were 
performing a Christmas sound-and-light show that 
rivaled the shows for which the old couple was fa-
mous.

Hearing such a clatter, the old couple came out 
to see what was the 
matter. When they 
beheld the spec-
tacle before them, 
they cried and 
laughed and cried 
and laughed some 
more. They thanked 
the musicians from 
the bottoms of their 
hearts and plied 
them with hot choco-
late and cookies.

Friends and neigh-
bors couldn’t help 
but notice the boom-
ing sound and fl ash-

ing lights. They soon appeared with happy hearts 
and tear-fi lled eyes. Cars cruised by with their win-
dows down, and many a child, and many an adult, 
was heard to say: “This is the best Christmas show 
ever!”

Everyone agreed it was the best yet.
And it was.
Then, the bus driver appeared with a quizzical 

look on his face. “I fi xed the engine. No problem.  
But I think it was clearly a case of sabotage, be-
cause I found this in there.”

He held up a socket wrench for all to see, pointed 
to an inscription on the handle, and read it aloud: 
“‘Property of NP Industries/Shop 12/24.’ What do 
you make of that?”

Everyone knew to make of it exactly what was 
meant to be made of it.

And then the band played on, and the lights 
fl ashed and twinkled, and there was folksy joy in 
Mudville and all the surrounding villes on the night 
before the night before Christmas.

The Best Christmas Show Ever

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy
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Scenes from the Snowfl ake Parade
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T   was the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

T   he children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced through their heads;
And mamma in her kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap,
When out on the lawn there arose such a a clatter,
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.

A    way to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

T    he moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below;
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer,
With a little old driver, so lively and quick
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick..

M    ore rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name:
“Now Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer! and Vixen!
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch!  to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!

A    s dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleighful of toys, and St. Nicholas too.

A    nd then in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my head, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.

H    e was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot:
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back.
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.

H  is eyes, how they twinkled! his dimples, how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow;
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke, it encircled his head like a wreath.

H  e had a broad face, and a little round belly
that shook, when he laughed like a bowl full of jelly.

H  e was chubby and plump - a right jolly old elf -
And I laughed, when I saw him, in spite of myself;
A wink of his eye, and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

H  e spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

H  e sprang to his sleigh, to the team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew, like the down of a thistle,
But I heard him exclaim, e’re he drove out of sight,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!”

A Visit From St. Nicholas
by Clement C. Moore



December 23, 2021Page 30
THE

Scenes from the Snowfl ake Parade
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by Andrew Tallackson

What would the holiday season be without our 
favorite Christmas movies? It’s tradition to gather 
around the TV and revisit classics that make us 
smile. Laugh. Shed a tear or two.

At The Beacher, we’ve compiled what is by no 
means a defi nitive list, just our favorites. We’ve lo-
cated which networks/streaming services have them:
• “A Charlie Brown Christmas” (1965) — The Pea-

nuts classic, along with a new release, “Snoopy 
Presents For Auld Lang Syne,” stream free 
through Apple TV+.

• “The Bells of St. Mary” (1945) — The Bing Crosby 
favorite airs on TCM. Check local listings.

• “Christmas in Connecticut” (1945) — The Bar-
bara Stanwyck comedy airs Dec. 24 on TCM.

• “A Christmas Story” (1983) — The annual TNT 
marathon starts at 9 p.m. EST Dec. 24, with the 
fi nal showing at 6 p.m. EST Dec. 25.

• “Die Hard” (1988) — Is this Bruce Willis hit a 
Christmas movie? Decide for yourself. It’s stream-
ing free through Amazon Prime and Peacock.

• “Elf” (2003) — Will Ferrell’s modern Christmas 
classic can be rented through streaming services. 

• “The Grinch” (2018) — Benedict Cumberbatch’s 
update can be rented through streaming services. 

• “Holiday Inn” (1942) — TCM airs this holiday fa-
vorite. Check local listings.

• “Home Alone” (1990) — The John Hughes favor-
ite streams free through Disney+.

• “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (1966) — The 
animated original airs on TBS and TNT through-
out the holiday season.

• “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (2000) — Jim 
Carey’s live-action update airs Christmas Eve on 
FX and Christmas Day on NBC.

• “It’s a Wonderful Life” (1947) — NBC will air the 
Jimmy Stewart classic at 8 p.m. EST Dec. 24.

• “Miracle on 34th Street” (1947) — The Oscar-win-
ning classic streams free on Disney+.

• “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” (1989) 
— The Chevy Chase classic airs on AMC Christ-
mas Eve and Day. Check local listings.

• “The Polar Express” (2004) — Robert Zemeckis’ 
adaptation of the Chris Van Allsburg tale streams 
free on HBO Max. It’s also on AMC. Check local 
listings.

• “Prancer” (1989) — Oscar-nominated director 
John Hancock’s locally shot favorite can be rent-
ed for $3.99 through Amazon Prime.

• “The Ref” (1994) — The Christmas kidnapping 
comedy can be rented for $3.99 on most stream-
ing services.

• The “Santa Clause” trilogy — All three fi lms 
stream free on Disney+.

• “Scrooged” (1988) — The Bill Murray comedy airs 
on AMC on Christmas Eve and Day. Check local 

listings.

• “The Shop Around the Corner” (1940) — The Jim-

my Stewart fi lm streams free on HBO Max.

• “While You Were Sleeping” (1995) —The Sandra 

Bullock charmer streams free on Disney+.

• “White Christmas” (1954) — The holiday tradi-

tion for many airs Dec. 23 and 24 on AMC and 

Sundance. It’s also streaming on Netfl ix.

Where to Find Some of Your Favorite Holiday Classics
“It’s A 

Wonderful 
Life”

“Christmas 
Vacation”

“The Polar 
Express”
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Midway through “The Unforgivable,” I paused 
the new Netfl ix fi lm, grabbed a piece of scratch pa-
per and jotted down the following sentence: What is 
Sandra Bullock doing in this movie?

Based on a 2009 British miniseries, “The Unfor-
givable” plays out like the condensed, and cluttered, 
American version. Like they tried to cram in all the 
juicy bits, but forgot everything else. Like character 
development. What remains is a relentlessly sour, 
overheated Lifetime channel movie. And rubbing 
salt on the wound? Viola Davis, trapped in a severe-
ly malnourished supporting role.

How can you recommend a fi lm this messy? You 
can’t, but in all fairness, the last third of “The Un-
forgivable” gets its act together. The payoff is emo-
tional enough to almost warrant all the fuss.

The trouble with the fi rst half is, it can’t estab-
lish a consistent tone. Is it a drama, a thriller, a 
mystery that haphazardly parcels out the clues? 
What we do take away from it is that Ruth Slater 
(Bullock) is just out of prison after serving 20 years 
for shooting and killing the local sheriff. Her father 
killed himself years before, so it was just her trying 
to raise her younger sister, Katie. The sheriff was 
trying to evict the siblings when he was shot. What 
the movie never makes clear is, what we see of Ruth 
in fl ashbacks when the sheriff visits is erratic, un-
stable behavior. Was she caught up in the moment 

or mentally ill, scarred by her father’s suicide? We 
don’t quite get an answer. In any event, Ruth now is 
a community pariah. The unforgivable “cop killer.”

The story of a woman crushed by the past would 
be enough for one fi lm. Indeed, “The Unforgivable” 
shows Ruth limited to unpleasant jobs. At the same 
time, she tries to locate the now adult Katie (Ais-
ling Franciosi), who is living with adoptive parents, 
played by Linda Emond and John Boy himself, 
Richard Thomas.

But the screenplay, credited to three writers 
(Peter Craig, Hillary Seitz and Courtenay Miles), 
tosses way too many irons into the fi re. We also get 
the sheriff ’s sons (Tom Guiry and Will Pullen), who 
want revenge for their father’s death. There’s also 
the family that moved into Ruth’s old home: John  
(Vincent D’Onofrio), an attorney, and his outspoken 
wife Liz (Davis). And there is Blake (Jon Bernthal), 
the nice guy at the fi sh processing plant where Ruth 
works.

For a mini-series, all this could work. But for a 
movie just shy of two hours, there are too many 

★ ★
“The Unforgivable”
Running time: 112 minutes. Netflix. 

Contains adult language and some violence.

1/2

Last Act Saves Messy “Unforgivable”
by Andrew Tallackson

Sandra Bullock stars as a woman just released 
from prison in “The Unforgivable.”



December 23, 2021 Page 33
THE

characters and dangling plot threads. Davis has one 
dramatic moment early, when Liz questions John’s 
willingness to help Ruth, then disappears. Scenes 
involving the sheriff ’s sons take potentially complex 
characters — do we sympathize with their wounded 
anger or despise their eye-for-an-eye mentality? — 
and reduce them to Lifetime channel cartoons. Vil-
lains who exist for the sake of the plot, not because 
they function as real people. Nor does the fi lm af-
ford Bullock scenes that invest her with sympathy. 
Instead, she shouts a lot.

Then, we arrive at a scene of genuine power: a 
heated exchange between Ruth and Liz where the 
truth accidentally slips out. The shock of it sinks 
in. The look of recognition on Davis’ face, the emo-
tional collapse within Bullock — this is why these 
women have Oscars. When the moment calls for it, 
they rise to the occasion. And from hereon out, we 
reconsider the emotional weight of the story. Direc-
tor Nora Fingscheidt, whose background is mostly 
in short fi lms, can’t avoid the mess of things caused 
by the sheriff ’s sons, but she does resolve her fi lm 
on a quietly affecting note. We are moved.

Is “The Unforgivable” worth seeing? You could do 
worse with your two hours. There are powerful mo-
ments. That fi rst hour, though, it’s a chore.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Viola Davis is reduced to a malnourished supporting role, 
but she gives it all she’s got.

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

2966 N. U.S. 421
Michigan City, IN 46360

(219) 871-0365
www.hondaofmichigancity.com

HOURS
Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 6 pm

Sat. 9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sun.-Mon.

Bring this

Beacher coupon 
in for $100 off any 

scooter, motorcycle 
or ATV.
Exp. 7/12/18

Limit 1 Coupon Per Customer

Your Scooter
Headquarters

Exp. Saturday, Dec. 31, 2021

http://www.furniturewerks.com
http://www.hondaofmichigancity.com
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“Encounter” uses a sturdy sci-fi  premise – is its 
protagonist nuts or wisely paranoid – so we can bear 
witness to the continued rise of actor Riz Ahmed.

This guy caught my attention in 2016 with small, 
but signifi cant roles in “Jason Bourne” and “Rogue 
One” before emerging as an Oscar contender in last 
year’s “Sound of Metal.” That fi lm was a case where 
an actor took you inside the mind of someone going 
deaf to achieve a profoundly moving experience.

“Encounter” is proof that “Sound of Metal” was 
no fl uke. The Amazon Prime thriller starts as one 
movie, then hints it might be another one entirely...
and with Ahmed in total command of the screen.

The actor stars as Malik Khan, a former Marine 
estranged from his family for the past two years. 
Why, we don’t know. When we meet him, he’s holed 
up in a dumpy roadside motel, a folder by his side 
crammed with documents and photos. He’s discov-
ered an unseen enemy exists in the form of alien 
parasites. The creatures enter mosquitoes and oth-
er insects, then “infect” their hosts. Using bug spray 
as his only shield, he is bent on fi nding a solution.

Late one night, he slips into his home back in 
California – no signs of his wife (Janina Gavankar) 
or her boyfriend – and wakes up his two young sons: 
Jay (Lucian-River Chauhan) and Bobby (Aditya 
Geddada). Telling them they’re going on vacation, 
the three quietly slip away. Eventually, he shares 
the news that they’re headed for a military base in 
Nevada where they are assured protection from the 
alien threat.

So, at this point, is “Encounter” an alien con-
spiracy tale or a domestic thriller involving a deep-
ly troubled father? Director Michael Pearce, who 

wrote the screenplay with Joe Barton, keeps us 
in the dark. The story is told from Malik’s point of 
view, so we see what he sees. I kept bracing for the 
“gotcha” moment, when the truth spills out through 
an abrupt M. Night Shyamalan twist. But Pearce, 
in carefully plotting out his story, never reduces the 
fi lm’s secret to a cheap trick. A gimmick. Instead, 
he respects our intelligence, and the clues emerge 
gradually and, more importantly, smartly. He plays 
fair with his characters so when we realize what 
“Encounter” is about, we’ve made an emotional in-
vestment in the story.

It helps that Ahmed, as Malik, avoids all the fa-
miliar acting tricks a lesser talent might have em-
ployed. Something is off about Malik, yes, but not in 
easily defi ned terms. You can’t peg Malik right off 
the bat as reckless, crazy or rightly fearful. Instead, 
Ahmed creates a man who is fi ercely protective as 
a father. His son’s interests are more important 
than his own. Whatever confl ict is ravaging Ma-
lik, Ahmed conveys with subtle gestures laced with 
pain, sadness and regret. We see in Ahmed a man at 
odds with himself.

In the movie’s last act, Ahmed is an acting pow-
erhouse. So are Chauhan and Geddada as his sons, 
two young actors whose unforced naturalism hits 
home scene after scene. They feel like real kids. 

Ahmed Drives Powerful “Encounter”
by Andrew Tallackson

Riz Ahmed (left) stars as a father trying to protect his sons from an alien threat in “Encounter.”

★ ★ ★
“Encounter”

Running time: 108 minutes. Amazon Prime.

Rated R for language and some violence.

1/2
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React with emotions common among children 
their age. And we believe the bond with their father. 
It is genuine and heartfelt.

Bolstering the drama is Oscar-winner Octavia 
Spencer as Hattie. What her role in all this is, I won’t 
spoil, only to say that Hattie constantly doubts her-
self, and her faith, in Malik. Spencer’s trademark is 
her ability to spice up a scene with snark, but here, 
she’s restrained, and all the more affecting because 
of her dogged determination.

“Encounter” makes sure all our questions are 
answered by the end. Nothing ambiguous about it. 
When the heart of the story presents itself, the mov-
ie has bravely tackled a far deeper message, with 
Ahmed, Chauhan and Spencer, in their fi nal scene 
together, giving everything they’ve got.

In theaters, “Encounter” would get lost in the 
shuffl e. Buried amid the box-offi ce carnage of Mar-
vel movies. Streaming may be its savior, where it 
can fi nd an audience. It sure deserves one.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Octavia Spencer is superb as a woman trying to help Malik 
despite nagging doubts about him.

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

mailto:mark@markcuri.com
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LCSO Delivers Another Magical LCSO Delivers Another Magical 
“ Holiday at the Pops”“ Holiday at the Pops”
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Helping Students in Need

The Long Beach Civic Association donated 27 items, including hats, 
gloves, scarves and coats, to Knapp Elementary School. They will be dis-
tributed to students in need. Pictured are (from left): John Mengel, Long 

Beach Civic Association president; Debbie Mengel; Norm Bruemmer; Pat 
Bruemmer; and Holly Martinez, Knapp Elementary School principal.

PechaKucha 20x20
Tickets are available for PechaKucha 20x20 St. 

Joseph/Benton Harbor Vol. 22, which is from 7-9 
p.m. EST Thursday, Jan. 13, at The Box Factory for 
the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich.

The presentation format for PechaKucha — “chit 
chat” in Japanese — shows 20 images each for 20 
seconds. In other words, presenters get 400 seconds 
to tell their story, with visuals guiding the way.

Doors open at 6 p.m. EST. The $5 tickets ($6.94 
after fees) are on sale at tinyurl.com/2p88hsdx. 

A cash bar is planned, and limited tickets are 
available at the door. Masks are required when not 
actively presenting or drinking. Visit www.facebook.
com/pechakuchasjbh or email  pechakuchastbh@
gmail.com for more details.

http://www.facebook
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers.................219.728.7295

Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164

Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951

Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis...219.805.6754

Kaileyne Krask .............219.851.7290

Daiva Mockaitis ...........219.670.0982

............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967

Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920

Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

304 OVERHILL TRAIL
MICHIGAN CITY, IN 

3 BED / 2.1 BATH • 1,800 SF

2206 FLORIMOND DRIVE
LONG BEACH, IN

3 BED / 1.1 BATH • 2,691 SF

312 WILSHIRE AVENUE 
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

3 BED / 1.1 BATH • 2,518 SF 

PRICE ADJUSTMENT

2921 FRANKLIN STREET
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

5 BED / 4 BATH • 4,074 SF 

UNDER CONTRACTJUST SOLD
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PAT TYM
219.210.0324

2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

THE HOLIDAYS WILL BE ARRIVING SOON! 
PERFECT TIME FOR A HOUSE THAT HAS PLENTY 

OF ROOM FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

48018 RIDGE ROAD
NEW BUFFALO, MI • 4 BED / 3 BATH • $849,000

Sitting in its own quiet oasis, this hillside ranch offers the best of Grand Beach. With views of the golf course on one side and 

seasonal Lake Michigan views on the other, this 4 bedrooms, 3 full bath home has it all.  35x16 ft. living room with crown molding, 

JUST LISTED
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PAT TYM
219.210.0324

2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

THE HOLIDAYS WILL BE ARRIVING SOON! 
PERFECT TIME FOR A HOUSE THAT HAS PLENTY 

OF ROOM FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

from my family to yours
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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believe

JORDAN GALLAS
jordangallas@atproperties.com

219.861.3659

mailto:jordangallas@atproperties.com
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Relax.
Your Kitchen Elves are Here

We Make Holiday Entertaining a Breeze

Call: 
Browse: 

   Visit: I

BROWSE HOLIDAY SPECIALS, HOURS & CURRENT 
MENU ONLINE  •  LIVE SHELLFISH & LOBSTERS BY 
PRE-ORDER  •  YEAR-ROUND ON-SITE & PICK-UP 

CATERING SERVICES  •  GIFT CARDS ALWAYS AVAILABLE
JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST FOR UPDATES & SALES

I

THE BEST 
LEARNING 
HAPPENS 
IN PERSON
Learn more about our 190-acre 

   campus, small class sizes, 

and in-person learning at 

lalumiere.org
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Since 1895, we’ve helped individuals 
reach their goals of homeownershiphomeownership. 
We are an award-winning bank with a 

reputation for strong valuesstrong values and quality quality 
serviceservice. We offer a variety of mortgage 

loan products with competitive rates and 
plans to help you achieve your goals.

219-262-6028   |  Centier.comMember FDIC

Jennifer Smart
Loan Originator
NMLS# 277082

219-262-6028 X 4805
jenniferssmart.com

For More Information, 
Please Contact 

Homeownership
Begins Here

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

Footlight Players Seeks Directors
 The Footlight Players Play Selection Committee 

is seeking directors for its 73rd season.
The committee is reviewing some titles, but is 

open to suggestions from potential directors. The 
season typically starts with a show in September, 
followed by productions in November, February, 
April and June. The lineup consists of two musicals, 
which run the fi rst three weekends of the month, 
and two plays that run two weekends.

Any potential directors can go online for an appli-
cation at www.footlightplayers.org. The submission 
deadline is March 1, 2022. 

Some of the scripts under consideration are: 
“Nuncrackers,” “Gilligan’s Island,” “Some Like it 
Hot,” “Oliver,” “Annie Warbucks,” “Narnia,” “An In-
spector Calls,” “Wait Until Dark,” “The Smell of the 
Kill,” “See How They Run,” “Orphans,” “Four Old 
Broads,” “Last Mass at Saint Cazmirs” and “Over 
the River and Through the Woods.” 

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• High Dunes Hike at 10 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 26.
Meet a naturalist at the nature center for a hike 

to the summit of the state’s highest sand dune, 
Mount Tom. Wear hiking shoes.

• Turtle Time at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 26.
Meet outside the nature center auditorium to 

learn more about turtles.
❑

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.footlightplayers.org


December 23, 2021 Page 45
THE

Krasl Art Center Winter Classes
Krasl Art Center will offer winter classes in draw-

ing, painting, photography, ceramics and woodwork-
ing/sculpture starting Jan. 24.

Registration is open through Jan. 17. Classes are 
available in seven indoor studios at the center, 707 
Lake Blvd., St. Joseph., Mich.

Programs are designed to be 
adaptable and responsive to situ-
ations, and provide opportunities 
for self-expression and storytell-
ing. Being in-person, the classes 
have limited studio capacity. En-
rolled students will receive CO-
VID policy updates before the 
session begins. According to cur-
rent health guidelines in January, 
masks are required in studios for 
all participants. KAC has a vacci-

nation policy in place for all staff and facility avail-
able at www.krasl.org/visit/faqs.

All youth classes are scheduled during and after 
public school hours. Tuition is $275 ($180 for KAC 
members), and scholarships are available. There 
are no classes April 4-8. More details are available 
at www.krasl.org/education/youth/classes/

In adult and teen classes, instructors provide 
guidance and structured exploration through the 
elements and principles of art. The four- and eight-
week courses also engage with art history and con-
temporary topics. Enrolled students can sign up for 
four-week extension classes running March 21-April 
21. There are no classes April 4-8. More details are 
available at www.krasl.org/education/adult/classes/

Spring break youth classes designed for students 
ages 5-7 and 8-12 are April 4-8. The cost is $45, or 
$35 for members.

Visit www.krasl.org or call (269) 983-0271 for ad-
ditional information.

Bridgman Public Library
“Atypical Globetrotting with Brian Michalski” is 

the next Zoom program through Bridgman (Mich.) 
Public Library at 6 p.m. EST Tuesday, Jan. 11. 

Michalski will discuss his 22-month solo back-
packing journey as he worked and volunteered in 
Australia, Southeast Asia, India and Cuba. That in-
cludes  information on planning, budgeting, culture 
shock and the realities of hostel life. 

The Zoom link is available at www.
bridgmanlibrary.com. The library is located at 4460 
Lake St. Call (269) 465-3663 for more details.

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

http://www.krasl.org/visit/faqs
http://www.krasl.org/education/youth/classes/
http://www.krasl.org/education/adult/classes/
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Career Network Spotlight Group

Michiana Humane Society is the 2022 spotlight organization through 
Lakefront Career Network. Each year, LCN — Michigan City Chamber of 
Commerce’s young professionals committee — chooses a non-profi t to 

spotlight through a partnership, where LCN creates an increased aware-
ness of the group and what it does. Visit www.MichianaPets.org or www.
MichiganCityChamber.com, or call (219) 874-6221 for more information. 

Pictured are: LCN Chairman Matt Weber; MHS Executive Director Johan-
na Humbert; MHS Development Director Heidi Tuthill; and LCN Co-Chair 

Bailey McGrath. Joining them is Pumpkin, an adoptable dog.

Holm for the Holidays
“Holm for the Holidays,” a guided tour of Copsha-

holm during the Yuletide season, runs through Jan. 
6 at South Bend’s The History Museum.

Tours of the Oliver Mansion, or Copshaholm, as 
the Oliver family called it, are offered daily except 
on Christmas Eve day, Christmas and New Year’s 
day. Times are (all Eastern) 1 and 2 p.m. Monday-
Saturday and 1 and 2:30 p.m. Sunday.

More than 20 Christmas trees, as well as fes-
tooned fi replace mantels and tabletops, are among 
the holiday decorations. On the main staircase, gar-
lands are draped from the banisters leading to the 
second and third fl oors. The den’s Christmas tree is 
decorated with a Victorian theme to refl ect how it 
looked when the family lived there. Red and white 
striped stockings are hung from the fi replace. In the 
dining room, the table is set with china, crystal and 
silver, all original to the home.

Tours are limited, and masks are required. Ad-
mission is $10 for adults, $8.50 for seniors, $6 for 
youth 6-17 and free for members.

The museum is located at 808 W. Washington St. 
Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or call (574) 235-
9664 for more details.

About the Cover
For the third time in a row, Bill Cavalier has 

charmed the socks off of us.
This week’s Christmas edition cover shows 

Santa with his trusty list. The names, you may 
have noticed, are Beacher employees. Now, 
which ones belong on the naughty or nice list, 
Bill didn’t say...

Thanks to Bill for another delightful cover. We 
look forward to many more from him in 2022.

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.MichianaPets.org
http://www.MichiganCityChamber.com
http://www.MichiganCityChamber.com
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
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10-Digit Dialing Now Mandatory
Ten-digit dialing became offi cial Oct. 24 for Indi-

ana, Illinois and Michigan residents.
Those affected are: Indiana residents with (219) 

and (574) area codes; Illinois residents with (309) 
(618) and (708) area codes; and Michigan residents 
with (616), (810), (906) and (989) area codes.

A 10-digit call requires the three-digit area code 
and seven-digit telephone number, even when call-
ing someone in the same area code. The change does 
not affect a current telephone number. In the case 
of the Illinois (708) number, the 10-digit number 
may have to use trunk code 1, which is known as 
1+10-digit dialing, or national, format.

Why is this required? According to the Federal 
Communications Commission, “as more area codes 
begin to run out of new seven-digit numbers to as-
sign, a second local area code may be added, requir-
ing that area to transition to ten-digit dialing.”

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

Morgan Sleeper has been a LaPorte County 
Symphony Orchestra cellist for 14 years, serving 
the last 11 as associate principal. For the past 
four years, she also has served as the orches-
tra’s personnel manager, handling the details of 
hiring musicians and keeping track of services, 
among other duties.

A sales representative for the music company 
Quinlan & Fabish, Sleeper and her husband,  
Steve, have been married for 19 years. They are 
parents to a daughter, Zoe, and son, Zachary.

Morgan Sleeper.
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The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

• Northwest Health LaPorte, 1007 W. Lincolnway, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 23, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 27, and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 3.  

• American Legion, 107 N. Flynn Road, Westville, 
noon-5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 23.

• Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St., 
12:30-4:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 30.

• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 
Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 4.

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 10.

• Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring 
Ave., 3-7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 13.

Donors must be in good general health and feel-
ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

Chesterton Art Center
Chesterton Art Center will offer a wide range of 

art classes for all age groups starting in January.
From preschool to teens, weekly art classes focus 

on Expressionism taught by Jen Aitchison, as well 
as basic and intermediate comics workshops taught 
by Katie Wiley.

Adult classes include fundamental drawing and 
watercolor taught by Diane Grams, oil painting with 
Jane Cowley, ceramics with Milissa Beale, stained 
glass with Judy Gregurich and Mark Montgomery, 
and a glass-fusing workshop with Mindy Milan. 

The multi-week classes offer foundational in-
struction in materials, tools and techniques.

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth St. 
Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Friday and 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center at (219) 926-
4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for more details.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
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219.879.2822
Michigan City, IN

Mon – Sat 
10am-4pm (CST)
Closed SundayThe Store

Buy/Sell LIONEL

Let’s put a train around your tree!

ALPINE
T   R   E   E      S   E   R    V   I   C   E

10% Discount
Through December 31

• Tree Removal • Land Clearing • Crane Service

Fall is Here, Winter’s Just  
Around the Corner

Now is the Perfect Time to Call Us!

Fully Insured
24-Hour Emergency Service

(219) 369-7299

Lilly Community Scholars
Jolie Klimczak and Macy Mrozinski are LaPorte 

County’s 2022 Lilly Endowment Community Schol-
arship recipients.

Klimczak, a South Central High School senior, 
has demonstrated leadership 
at school and in the community 
through extracurricular and vol-
unteer activities, including Fu-
ture Farmers of America, National 
Honor Society and 4-H Club. Her 
lifelong goal of studying veterinary 
medicine led to a volunteer oppor-
tunity at a local veterinary center, 
where she later was hired and pro-
moted. Klimczak has excelled aca-
demically, including in advanced 

placement, dual credit and honors courses, and is 
ranked at the top of her class.

Mrozinski, a LaPorte High School senior, has bal-
anced academics with leadership 
roles in a number of extra-curric-
ular and athletic activities, includ-
ing varsity volleyball and tennis, 
National Honor Society, National 
Technical Honor Society and Film 
Club. She is ranked at the top of 
her class and has excelled in her 
coursework, which includes ad-
vanced placement, dual credit and 
honors courses.

Each scholarship provides full tuition, required 
fees and up to $900 per year for required books and 
equipment. It covers four years of undergraduate 
study on a full-time basis leading to a baccalaure-
ate degree at any eligible Indiana public or private 
nonprofi t college or university.

Lilly Endowment Community Scholars also may 
participate in the Lilly Scholars Network, which 
connects scholars with resources and opportunities 
to be active leaders on their campuses and in their 
communities. The scholarship program and LSN 
are supported by Lilly Endowment to Independent 
Colleges of Indiana grants.

The nine remaining fi nalists each receive a $2,000 
scholarship from Unity Foundation, and are eligible 
to apply for additional scholarships administered 
by Unity beginning Jan. 1.

Klimczak

Mrozinski
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In the Area:
Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve.
Dec. 25 — Christmas Day.
Dec. 26 — High Dunes Hike, 10 a.m., Indiana 

Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 26 — Turtle Time, 2 p.m., Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 29 — Annual Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count. Registration: christine_gerlach@nps.gov, 
(219) 395-1885.

Dec. 29 — Virtual Dungeons & Dragons, 3-5 
p.m., through Michigan City Public Library. Info/
registration: dwolf@mclib.org, (219) 873-3045.

Dec. 31 — Noon Year’s Eve Party, 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library Meeting 
Room B, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.
org

Jan. 1 — Happy New Year
Jan. 11 — Page Turners Book Club, 11 a.m.-noon, 

LaPorte County Public Library Study Cafe, 904 In-
diana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Through Dec. 31 — Area Artists Association 
member Suzy Vance, small NIPSCO Art Education 
Studio @ Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

Through Dec. 31 — Oil paintings by Don Grott, 
The Legacy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Hours: 6 a.m.-
8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 
p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@hotmail.com

Through Jan. 9 — Holiday Artisan Market, Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Gal-
lery hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays (closed Tues.), 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. weekends. Info: (219) 874-4900, www.
lubeznikcenter.org 

Through Feb. 25 — “Nature Now,” Lubeznik 
Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Center hours: 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri.; 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Closed Tuesday. Admission: free. 
Info: (219) 874-4900, www.lubeznikcenter.org

Thursdays — Turn Up Dance Fitness with Sta-
cy G., Long Beach Community Center, 2501 Oriole 
Trail. Times: Dec. 23, 30 (5:30 p.m.). Cost: $5 paid 
at class.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 

Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

In the Region
Dec. 23  — “Christmas at The Acorn,” 8 p.m. 

EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. General seating: $40. Reserved 
seating: additional $25 tax-deductible donation. 
Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Jan. 1 — Harbor Country Hikers, 2 p.m. EST, 
Robinson Woods & Flynn Woods Preserves, 
8016 East Road, Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.
harborcountryhikers.com

Jan. 8 — Brooklyn Charmers — The Music of 
Steely Dan, 8 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. General seating: $40. 
Reserved seating: additional $25 tax-deductible 
donation. Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Jan. 11 — Zoom program, “Atypical Globetrotting 
with Brian Michalski,” 6 p.m. EST, through 
Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library. Zoom link: www.
bridgmanlibrary.com

Jan. 13 — PechaKucha 20x20 St. Joseph/Benton 
Harbor Vol. 22, 7-9 p.m. EST, The Box Factory 
for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. 
Tickets: $5 ($6.94 after fees). Reservations: tinyurl.
com/2p88hsdx.

Through Jan. 2 — “A Christmas Story” Comes 
Home Exhibit, Indiana Welcome Center, 7770 
Corinne Drive, Hammond. Info/reservations: www.
AChristmasStoryComesHome.com

Through Jan. 6 — Guided tour, “Holm for the 
Holidays,” South Bend’s The History Museum, 808 
W. Washington St. Admission: $10/adults, $8.50/
seniors, $6/youth 6-17, free/members. Info: (574) 
235-9664, www.historymuseumSB.org

Through Jan. 15 — Annual Members’ Exhibition,  
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Gallery 
hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. 
Info: www.chestertonart.org, (219) 926-4711.

Through Jan. 17 — Krasl Art Center annual 
Members’ Show, “Resiliency Redux,” KAC, 707 Lake 
Blvd, St. Joseph, Mich. Info: (269) 983-0271.

Through Jan. 20 — “An Eclectic Collection,” 
acrylics by Joyce Dille, The Village Gallery @ Pines 
Village Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Vil-
lage Circle, Valparaiso. Gallery hours: 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Info: www.pinesvillage.org, 
(219) 465-1591.

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “House of 
Gucci.” Rated R. Times: 3 p.m. Dec. 24, 2:30 p.m. 
Dec. 26, 6 p.m. Dec. 27, Dec. 31 & Jan. 1, 2:30 p.m. 
Jan. 2. Also Showing: “King Richard.” Rated PG-13.  
Times: 6 p.m. Dec. 26, 2:45 p.m. Dec. 27, Dec. 31 & 
Jan. 1, 6 p.m. Jan. 2. All times Eastern. Theater ad-
dress: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.
vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

The deadline to submit listings for
Upcoming Events is noon Thursday

mailto:christine_gerlach@nps.gov
mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.laportelibrary
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
mailto:kd3627@hotmail.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.AChristmasStoryComesHome.com
http://www.AChristmasStoryComesHome.com
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.pinesvillage.org
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
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HappyHolidays
The Beacher staff 
wishes you and yours 
a holiday season filled 
with joy, peace and love, 
and a New Year that 
promises more.

A special thanks to our 
advertisers. We couldn’t 
do what we do without 
you. And, of course, to 
you, our dear and 
faithful readers, thanks 
and see you next year!

The Beacher will take 
a two-week holiday 
and return Jan. 13.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

November-December Holiday Special: Signed books & all jewelry 50% off.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. www.repro-
graphicarts.com

FESTIVUS FOR THE REST OF US!
Fill those bare spots under your Festivus pole with all things golf from 
Lefty’s Pro Shop. All golf sets ½ price, free pull cart with every set pur-
chased. Check out the Cosmo Kramer-George Constanza apparel line. 

Call Lefty for a solution to your Christmas gift dilemma. 
Call (219) 873-0858. 

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

IN-HOME CAREGIVERS
Experience in dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, cancer and stroke 

clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. Call for more info at 
(219) 809-8183.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.

B RIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 

references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

 B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873

Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 15+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES

Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Interior/Exterior paint-
ing. Walls, ceilings, trim, all paintable surfaces. Drywall replacement/

repair, texturing, wood graining. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority 
- Ref. Avail. 

(574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications possible. We leave 
houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reasonable. We 

would be very appreciative to work in your home. 
Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning, 

snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.
 Facebook.com/abeslawncare

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.repro-graphicarts.com
http://www.repro-graphicarts.com
http://www.repro-graphicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
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 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 31 years in business

CO NSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in 

RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 
the beauty of their outdoor design. 

Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 

/dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Fall Cleanup & snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 

weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 
washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. 

(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees, as well as seasonal sum-
mer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, servers, buss staff, dishwashers. 

Will train. Email letter of intent and resume to 
FishcampMC@gmail.com

Oak Woods Manor-Independent Senior Living is looking for reliable 
employees for full- and part-time shifts for resident assistant, wait staff 
and cook, all shifts, weekends and holidays. Flexible schedules, salary 
range starting at $10-$17 depending on experience, shift and position. 

Must have COVID-19 vaccination and booster. 
Please call Chuck or Tina at (219) 362-6600.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,
licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you 

in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077. 

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 

in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:FishcampMC@gmail.com
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The Santa Suit by Mary Kay Andrews (hard-
cover, $19.99 retail in bookstores and online. Also 
available as an eBook and audio book. 207 pages.)

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” So says 
a favorite Christmas song. Some might even call it 
“magical.” Like Ivy Perkins discovers in this most 
wonderful novella of the season…

Ivy certainly embodies the expression “and now, 
for something completely different,” as she leaves 
a high stress job in Atlanta, not to mention a high-
stress marriage, for a small town in the hills of 
North Carolina.

She leaves behind a company she 
started with her now ex-husband and 
buys an old farmhouse and property 
based solely on pictures posted by a 
Realtor.

As she and her companion, a setter-
type dog named Punkin, approach the 
house, she sees signs of old age. The 
house sat empty for some years, what 
did she expect? But the surrounding 
grounds are still picturesque.

The Realtor, Ezra Wheeler, is wait-
ing at the door. He is handsome, young 
and, well, not what Ivy was expect-
ing. Apparently, she isn’t what he is 
expecting either since they never met 
before…maybe they will meet more 
now? Oh, yes…

Ezra proves to be helpful with acquiring a new 
water heater and other items. There certainly is an 
attraction between the two, but romance is not on 
Ivy’s agenda right now — she’s still getting over a 
divorce she didn’t see coming.

The house was called Four Roses for the Rose 
family who lived there. The parents played Santa 
and Mrs. Claus for many years, and their house was 
a showstopper with hundreds of lights and decora-
tions locals called the Christmas House.

The Rose children left all the furniture and as-
sorted things because they weren’t the sentimen-
tal type. Great. Just when Ivy wants some peace 
and quiet, she faces cleaning out and cleaning up a 
house full of “stuff.” Seems the peace and quiet will 
have to wait…

In the attic, Ivy fi nds a treasure trove of just about 
anything you can imagine — from rocking horse to 
rocking chair and everything in-between, including 
lots of Christmas decorations and lights.

She fi nds a trunk with a beautiful Santa suit and 
another box with a Mrs. Claus outfi t. What is inter-
esting about the Santa suit is the folded note Ivy 
fi nds in a pocket. It obviously is old and written by 

a little girl who’s only request was wanting her fa-
ther to come home from the war. The note touches 
Ivy and sends her on a quest to fi nd out who the girl 
was and if her father made it back…

In the meantime, Ivy makes a trip to the court-
house to get a dog license for Punkin. She meets 
and makes a friend of the clerk, Phoebe Huddleston. 
This chance encounter introduces a tangent story-
line that includes online dating. It seems Phoebe 
has put a photo of a model on her website and now 
is scared because her would-be boyfriend wants to 
meet her in person! What was she thinking?!

Meanwhile, Ivy makes necessary re-
modeling and repairs in her new home, 
thanks in part to Phoebe and Ezra. 
Could Ivy and Ezra be getting closer? 
Of course not, says Ivy to Phoebe — 
we’re just friends. How many times 
have you heard that one?

On the Santa-note front, Ivy is mak-
ing progress tracking down the girl. All 
she knows for sure is the girl is Car-
lette and her father is Everett, and the 
war referred to must be the Vietnam 
War. 

For all the times Santa Bob Rose 
bought presents for deserving kids, it 
must have hurt him mightily to know 
he couldn’t grant Carlette’s wish. The 
fact he kept her note in his pocket was 
proof of his desire to help the child and 

her mother. Then, Phoebe remembers her mother’s 
best friend growing up was a girl named Carlette. 
Could it be the same girl? Ivy is determined to fi nd 
out.

To top things off, all of Ivy’s belongings, on a mov-
ing van from Atlanta, are on the way to Louisiana! 
The moving company is very sorry…

New beginnings, new friendships, old wishes, 
and the magic of the Christmas season are explored 
in a meaningful way. 

Will Ivy get her belongings? Will Phoebe meet the 
man of her dreams? Can Ivy discover the mystery 
of the Santa suit note? Maybe that Santa suit will 
be the catalyst Ivy needs to show her that the true 
meaning of the season is within each of us.

It’s Christmas — the “most wonderful time of the 
year!” — and anything is possible.

For more than 30 years, Andrews has been writ-
ing women’s mystery books that include a touch 
of romance, making her one of the most popular 
American authors with many New York Times best-
sellers. She lives in Atlanta.

Till next time, happy reading and a very Merry 
Christmas to you and yours!
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2411 St. Lawrence Avenue, Long Beach

merry everything
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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Follow us!

Your Local, Independently-Owned Agency

Merry Christmas
& A Happy New Year!


