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Badges. Camping. Friendships. Crafts. Adventures. Cookies. And, plenty of laughs, smiles and fun. That 
is what Girl Scouts is all about. 

Even during a pandemic. 
Tonya DeMartinis is a leader for Michigan City Junior Girl Scout 00214 with seven fourth- and fi fth-

grade girls from Cool-
spring and Springfi eld 
elementary schools. 
She recalls Friday, 
March 13, 2020 – like 
so many Americans – 
as a turning point for 
her troop. 

The girls were look-
ing forward to a two-
night stay at Camp 
Soni Springs in Niles, 
Mich. They earned the 
free outing as a reward 
after volunteering at 
the camp in the fall of 
2019. DeMartinis had 
booked only one over-
night stay because it 
was a better fi t for the 
troop. But that Fri-
day, as Michigan City 
Area Schools students 
went home, they soon 
learned virtual learn-
ing would begin the fol-
lowing Monday. 

“I reached out to 
parents on March 13 
as soon as I got word 
about virtual learning 
starting on the 16th. 
I was undecided if we 
needed to cancel or go 
ahead with our plans,” 

Connecting Amid COVID
by Kim Nowatzke

Editor’s note — This is the next in a series of articles over the next few months 
exploring life in LaPorte County since the COVID-19 pandemic.

Even behind masks, the big smiles of Michigan City Girl Scout Junior Troop 00214 were evident as they safely met 
last fall at Creek Ridge County Park. The top row is Hannah Kilbourne and Layla Koyama. The middle row is Shelby 

Fulford, Olivia DeMartinis and Charlotte Wildfang. The front row is Lilly Baker and Thalia Smiertelny. Continued on Page 2
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DeMartinis said. “COVID was still new, but scary.  
That day is when all the toilet paper was gone from 
the shelves and you couldn’t fi nd groceries any-
where. Luckily, I shopped earlier in the week for 
our event.

“All the parents felt comfortable with their girls 
staying as long as no one had a temperature. And 
we made sure we were washing our hands constant-
ly. One parent even said, ‘Yes, let’s still do this. Who 
knows when these girls will see each other again?’ 
How right she was. Even one of the crafts we made 
that night was homemade hand sanitizer.”

Yvonne Bancroft, community manager for the 
Girl Scouts of Northern Indiana Michiana Council, 
acknowledged COVID’s challenges for leaders and 
Scouts.

“Things have been very different,” she said, “and 
our numbers have been down.” 

Yet, she added, leaders have risen to the chal-
lenge to connect with each other and their girls. 

“They are awesome, trying their best to stay in 

touch,” Bancroft said.
As the lockdown continued, many troops began 

their longer-than-expected Zoom journeys to com-
plete badges, make crafts, work on community ser-
vice projects and just simply socialize. 

“It’s been a concrete example of what my co-lead-
er and I say to our girls as far as the importance 
of adapting,” said Jen Stocks, a leader for Troop 
00344, which consists of two Ambassador Scouts 
and one Cadette Scout from Union Pier, New Buf-
falo and Three Oaks, Mich.

“We don’t do things exactly as other troops do,” 
she said, “but what our girls come away with strong 
is to be fl exible. It’s mostly been doing what we do, 
but adapting.” 

Stocks said older Scouts focus on mentoring and 
teaching younger ones, which is a benefi t to the old-
er and younger girls. Her troop is no exception, even 
this year. The girls in her troop have found virtual 
opportunities to assist Brownie-level Scouts with 
earning badges. 

Pre-COVID, DeMartinis met with her troop ev-
ery other Wednesday for at least twice a month. She 

Connecting Amid COVID Continued from Page 1

New Buffalo Girl Scout Troop 00344 fondly remembers pre-pandemic activities, such as this one. 
The girls are participating in a special ceremony at Camp Soni Springs to respectfully burn tattered U.S. fl ags.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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has tried to keep up that 
schedule virtually. 

“Before our Zoom 
meetings, I drive to all 
the girls’ homes and drop 
off bags of supplies we 
will need for that meet-
ing,” DeMartinis said. 
“Most always, we do 
crafts. They love that.

“For Thanksgiving, we 
did a thankful tree with 
fi nger paints. They were 
supposed to put a fi nger-
paint of yellow on the 
tree for every person in 
their family or extended 
family they were thank-
ful for, and then fi ll in 

the tree with others color 
of paint that I provided. 
They really enjoyed that 
craft, and I got such posi-
tive feedback from the 
parents on how they 
loved that and would 
keep it forever.”

Brianna Keith, who 
leads Cadette Girl Scout 
Troop 00486, said the 
troop, which includes 
girls in grades six 
through eight, looks for-
ward to camping each 
summer. So, leaders cre-
ated a virtual camp-in 

experience for the 10 
girls. One activity they 
enjoyed was a “wacky 
campfi re” in which items 
found around their hous-
es represented the key el-
ements of a proper camp-
fi re. Other fun items 
included oven s’mores, 
camp songs, knot-tying, 
camp-themed Mad Libs 
and time for the girls to 
hang out “together.” 

“They were on their 
call for hours. As much 
as we want to teach them 
and to learn badges, this 
is what the girls need 
right now,” Keith said. “We have way more interac-
tion with the girls online when they aren’t sitting 
in front of a computer learning. They miss their 
friends, and they want to see them.” 

Fifth-grader Thalia Smiertelny 
displays a hot cocoa bar, a surprise 
Christmas gift from Tonya DeMarti-
nis, her Michigan City Troop 00214 

Girl Scout Junior Troop leader.

Hannah Kilbourne, a fi fth-grader 
in Michigan City Girl Scout Junior 

Troop 00214, holds a special 
Thanksgiving craft she made in 

Girl Scouts.

Lily Baker, a fi fth-grader in Michigan 
City Girl Scout Junior Troop 00214, 

holds up a special Thanksgiving 
craft she made in Girl Scouts.

Continued on Page 4

You Don’t Need
to be a Musician
to be on the Board!

The School of American Music offers world-class concerts
and classes throughout Harbor Country. If you love music
and the arts, please consider volunteering for the board of

The School of American Music.

Arthur Anderson John Balich Philip Bauman

Rob Blake Marco Chavarry Tom Flint

Priscilla Lee Hellenga Bill Korbel Pat Putnam

Lolly Roberts Ron Spears Garth Taylor

Ryan Van Plew-Cid

We’d like to add board members to help with:
Social Media Event planning Fundraising

Communications Advertising Grant writing

To see about becoming part of Michiana’s musical connection,
please contact The School of American Music at

schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com

https://schoolofamericanmusic.com/
(269-409-1191

YYoYoouuYYoYoouuYYoYoouuYYY DDDDoonnn ttDDDDoonnn ttDDDDoonnn’’ttDDDD ’’ dNNNeeeeeddNNNeeeeeddNNNeeeeeddNNN dd
ttoottoott bbbeebbbeebbb aaaaaa MMMuMuussiicciaannnMMMuMuussiicciaannnMMMM ii i
ttooottooott bbeeebbeeebb ooonnnooonnn thhheethhheethhh BBBoooaarrdd!BBBoooaarrdd!BBB dd!

TThheeTThheeTThhee SSchhhoooolSSchhhoooolSSchhhooool ooffooffooff AAAmmmeerriccaannAAAmmmeerriccaannAAAmmmeerriccaann MMMuussicMMMuussicMMMuussic ooffffeersooffffeersooffffeers wwwoorllddwwwoorllddwwwoorlldd--cclaasscclaasscclaasss ccoonncceerrtsccoonncceerrtsccoonncceerrts
aannddaanndd ccllaasssseessccllaasssseess ggtthhrroouugghhoouutttthhrroouugghhoouutt HHaarrbboorrHHaarrbboorr yyCCoouunnttrryy.CCoouunnttrryy IIffIIff yyyyoouuuyyoouuu lloovveelloovvee mmuusiiccmmuusiicc
aannddaanndddd thheethheethh aarrtss,,aarrtss,,t ppleeaasseeppleeaasseel coonnssiddeerrcoonnssiddeerridd vvoolluunnteerriinnggvvoolluunnteerriinnggll t ii foforfoforff thhhethhhethhh bbooaarrddbbooaarrddbb dd fooffooffff

TTThheeTTThhee SScchhoooollSScchhooooll ooffooff AAmmmeerriccaannAAmmmeerriccaann MMMuussiicc.MMMuussiicc

AArrthhuurrAA thh AAnddeerrsoonnAA dd JJoohhnnJJ hh BBaallicchhBB lli hh pPPhhiiliipPPhhiilii BBaauummaannBB

RRRobbRRRobbbb BBlaakkeeBBlaakkeel kk MMaarrcoMMaarrco ChavarryCChhaavarrryyCChhaavarrryyhh TToommTToomm tFFliinntFFliinntlii

PPrrissccilllaaPPrrissccilllaa LLeeeLLeee HellengaHHeelllennggaaHHeelllennggaa BBilllBBilll KKoorbbeelKKoorbbeel PattPatt PPuuttnaammmPPuuttnaammm

yyyLLoolllyyLL lll RRobeerrtssRR bb t RRoonRR ppSSppearrssSS GGaarrthhGG thh TayloryyTTayyllorTT ll

RyanRRyyaannRRyyaann VVaannVVaann PleewwPleeww-- dCCiddCCidd

WWWeeWWWee dd’’dd llikkeellikkee tootoo aaddddaadddd bbooaarrddbbooaarrdd mmmeemmbbeerrssmmmeemmbbeerrss ttoottoo pphheellpphheellpp wwwitthh:wwwitthh:
SSoocciaalSSoocciaal MMeddiiaMMeddiia EEvveentEEvveent planningppllaannniinnggppllaannniinngg FundraisingFFuunnddraaisiinngFFuunnddraaisiinng

CCoommmmmunniicattioonnssCCoommmmmunniicattioonnss AdvertisingAAddvveerttisiingAAddvveerttisiing GGraanntGGraannt writingwwrrittinnggwwrrittinngg

TToTTo seeeseee abboouutabboouut gggbbecoommminnggbbecoommminngg ppppaarttppaartt ooffooff MMMicchhiannaa’sMMMicchhiannaa’s mmuusiccaalmmuusiccaal ,coonnnneecttioonn,coonnnneecttioonn
ppppplleeasseepplleeassee ccoonntaacctccoonntaacct TThheTThhe SScchhooollSScchhooll ooffooff AAmmmeeriicaannAAmmmeeriicaann MMuussiccMM ssicc taattaatt

@g@@@ggscchhoooolooffammeeriicannmmuussic@@@ggmmaaill.ccoommscchhoooolooffammeeriicannmm ssic@@@ggmmaaill ccoomm

/phhtttps::///scchhoooolooffammeeriicannmmussiic..commm/hhtttps::///scchhoooolooffamammeeriicannmmm ssiic commm/
((((22669((22669-440099440099-1111991111119911

Please consider 
volunteering for the 

board of The School of 
American Music
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Keith has used her creative skills to direct scav-
enger hunts for the girls in their homes, and a 
“chop challenge” where the Scouts pick up meal 
fi xings, including a secret ingredient, needed for a 
meal. Wanting to continue the annual holiday gift 
exchange, troop leaders picked up and dropped off 
presents to the Scouts’ homes.  

Girl Scout Troop 00028 Leader Amanda Fowler 
leads 10 Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts in second 
through fi fth grade from various MCAS schools.  
She has faced challenges with Zoom calls. Some of 
her Scouts experience connectivity issues, and some 
aren’t as interested because of so many hours al-
ready spent online for their virtual school days. 

“We use it more for fun – like a family game 
night,” she explained. 

Giving the girls a “break from technology,” Fowl-
er has focused on hands-on activities the girls can 
do from home. Recently, she sent out a question-
naire the Scouts could answer by watching Presi-
dent Biden’s inauguration. Those who participated 
earned a special patch. 

“It’s been a challenge to keep their attention, but 
it’s working,” Stocks said. “We have earned several 
more badges this year in Scouting because of Zoom, 
a lot more than we would have at this point. They 
are going to fi nish strong on badges.” 

Janet Drews, a leader of Daisy, Brownie and Ju-
nior Troop 51027 in New Buffalo, said girls and 
their families have not been interested in meeting 
virtually.

“While we could meet in person socially distanced, 
outdoors and following strict state, county and Girl 
Scout guidelines, we had all except two girls partici-
pate,” Drews said. “Once we could no longer meet 
outdoors in person, we have not had the same level 
of interest from girls or families.”

Connecting Amid COVID Continued from Page 3

Just before COVID shutdowns took place, Girl Scout Troop 51027 with Daisy, Brownie and Juniors 
enjoyed participating in the fi rst New Buffalo St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Meeting on Zoom isn’t 
just a struggle for the 
girls.

“Most challenging as a 
leader has been coming up 
with things for the girls to 
do,” DeMartinis said. “If 
they need supplies for a 
project, I have to bag them 
all up, safely deliver them 
to all the girls and set up 
the Zoom meetings.

“Sometimes, I have 
girls that can’t get on, 
and sometimes the leader 
even has problems getting 
on,” she continued with a 
laugh. “Most of the girls 
are attending the meet-

ings alone in Zoom, which means I have to pick 
things that I can explain and they can do without 
an adult to help. This is a great learning tool for 
me and my troop. The girls for the most part, are 
very independent, but some things call for ‘hands 
on learning.’”

Many badges and patches planned for this year 
have in-person requirements now placed on hold. 
For example, it’s been necessary for DeMartinis to 
reschedule a cooking class four times. 

 “I miss them terribly!,” DeMartinis said. “I miss 
having them hug me and laugh with me in person. 
I miss watching them grow in front of my eyes. See-
ing them in a Zoom meeting every two weeks or so 
is not what I was made for. There have been times 
I have cried after a meeting because I miss them so 
much.

“I had decided last year that this would be my 
last year (as a Girl Scout leader), before COVID 
was even thought about. With this disconnect, it is 

Junior Girl Scout Abbey Ordiway, 
part of Girl Scout Troop 51027 in 

New Buffalo, decorates a pumpkin 
during one of the troop’s outdoor 

meetings last fall.
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a struggle for me to enjoy my last year. When I see 
my girls, though, it brings me back to why I do this.”

In September, when COVID cases were down and 
the county ranked orange, DeMartinis’ troop held a 
few meetings at Creek Ridge County Park. 

“At the fi rst meeting, the girls got to basically ‘see’ 
each other for the fi rst time! It was heartwarming 
to see the smiles on their faces,” she said. “My co-
leader, Lisa Baker, and I had the girls make tie-dye 
tennis shoes. They loved it! I brought popsicles and 
bottles of water. I always have a gigantic container 
of hand sanitizer at all our meetings. We mainly 
just wanted the girls to hang out and, well…be kids! 
We also met again and painted landscaping stones. 
It was time-consuming because it was hot and the 
paint wouldn’t dry fast. The girls did not care.” 

Drews is thankful her Scouts participated in the 
fi rst New Buffalo St. Patrick’s Day parade in March, 
just before restrictions went into place. 

“The girls really enjoyed that,” she said. “They 
had so much fun singing, cheering and waving as 
we made our way through the parade route.” 

Drews also is grateful for the two meetings held 
at an outdoor pavilion in late summer/early fall. 

“Each girl was given her own supplies to use (and 
not share) and worked at her own picnic table,” she 
said. “All tables were positioned six to 10 feet apart, 
and the girls brought their own masks to wear. They 
were able to complete a paint and canvas art project 

Co-leader Lisa Baker (left) and Leader Tonya DeMartinis (right) 
are photographed with girls from Troop 00214.

for our fi rst meeting, and for our second meeting we 
decorated fall pumpkins with paint and craft sup-
plies.” 

The troop also has participated in the New Buffa-
lo Memorial Day parade and remembrance service. 
The girls and troop leaders look forward to partici-
pating in them again, once it is safe to do so. 

Stocks’ troop, which has high-school-age Scouts, 
has been planning a trip to Hawaii for the past 
three years. It was originally set for this June. They 
have it all worked out, including a day of snorkel

Continued on Page 6

2-DAY LENTEN SEAFOOD SALE
Fri. Feb. 19 & Sat. Feb. 20, 10 am - 6 pm 

JUMBO LOBSTER TAILS RED KING CRAB LEGSCOLOSSAL SIZED SEA SCALLOPS

See our complete sale item list with pricing on Facebook!
SALE PRICES GOOD SPECIFIED TIMES AND DAYS ONLY.

COOKED TAIL-ON TIGER SHRIMP FRESH CATFISH FILLETSFRESH SUSHI GRADE TUNA LOIN

While quantities last - no rainchecks.

KARWICK PLAZA     PH. 879-4671   OPEN DAILY 7-9 www.alssupermarkets.com

http://www.alssupermarkets.com
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ing, quality beach time, 
sailing on a catamaran 
and even a service project 
“to give back while we’re 
there.” They haven’t offi -
cially booked anything yet, 
but hope COVID doesn’t 
interfere with a dream trip 
as the culmination of their 
last year in Girl Scouts. 

A big part of Girl Scout-
ing is community service, 
and many troops have car-
ried out this mission de-
spite COVID. While the 
county was at an orange 
level, Troop 00028 deliv-
ered door-to-door toy do-
nations to Toys for Tots, cookies to area veterans 
through Disabled American Veterans, fi refi ghters 
and EMS personnel. 

This year, DeMartinis’ 
troop donated hygiene 
products, including hand 
sanitizers, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, to a variety 
of area residents. 

“Some of the goody bags 
were given to a few local 
families who were in need 
of a fresh supply of hygiene 
products,” said Lisa Smier-
telny, who helped distribute 
the items and has a fi fth-
grade daughter, Thalia, in 
DeMartinis’ troop. “Two 
families were recovering 
from COVID and did not 
want to go to the store, but 
wanted a new toothbrush. 

Other bags were handed directly to some of our citi-
zens as they walked around in town and were rec-
ognized from the local soup kitchen. A large assort-
ment went to Sand Castle Shelter for the Homeless 
so families could receive a new supply. 

“In Christmases past, we have put together gifts 
of Chapstick, socks, scarves and hand sanitizer for 
Rittenhouse Village at Michigan City,” she contin-
ued. “We would take cookies there, and let the resi-
dents decorate them and pass out the gifts. With 
COVID, we knew that wouldn’t be possible.”

On a council level, the troops look forward to cel-
ebrating World Thinking Day — in addition to the 
birthday of Girl Scouts (March 12) — together on 
March 20. If needed, the event will be held virtually.

Hopeful plans also are being made for the Girl 
Scouts’ annual summer camp at Soni Springs on 

Connecting Amid COVID Continued from Page 5 July 26-30 with a theme of “Shipwrecked at Soni.” 
“When we can meet again, we are planning a cel-

ebration for all the Girl Scouts in the area,” Ban-
croft assured. 

For Bethany Fulford, even though her fourth-
grade daughter, Shelby, is now meeting only vir-
tually with Troop Junior Girl Scout 00214, she is 
thankful for Girls Scouts.

“It gives her something to look forward to and 
keeps her connected to her peers,” she said. “Scouts 
can still be fun, even if it’s through Zoom meetings.”   

Ericka Kilbourne, whose fi fth-grade daughter, 
Hannah, is in the same troop, agreed.

“Girl Scouts has been such a helpful way to keep a 
social connection with her friends,” she said. “There 
was a moment in early COVID when Hannah was 
really missing her friends, and after the Girl Scout 
meeting on Zoom, the girls created a group chat on 
Messenger, and it really improved her spirit.” 

Fifth-Grader Hannah Kilbourne 
is photographed with tie-dye ten-

nis shoes she made at one 
of Troop’s 00214’s outdoor 

meetings last fall.

Olivia DeMartinis, a fi fth-grader 
in Michigan City Girl Scout 

Junior Troop 00214, is all smiles 
showing off the tie-dye tennis 
shoes she made at a fall 2020 

Girl Scout meeting.

Shelby Fulford, a fourth-grader with Michigan City Girl Scout 
Junior Troop 00214, is all set to sell Girl Scout cookies.

Stocks’ high-school junior daughter, Keegan 
Stocks-McElligott, agreed.

“My 10 years in Girl Scouts has been an amaz-
ing experience for me and has taught me responsi-
bility and compassion,” she said. “Most of all, I’ve 
met some of my best friends through Scouts. I don’t 
know who I’d be without Girl Scouts.”

Keith’s seventh-grade daughter, Cora, said she 
has learned that whatever the circumstance, Girl 
Scouts can meet anywhere. Her eighth-grade sister, 
Aria, said she has “learned a lot about using Zoom, 
and that no matter what is going on in the world, 
you can still do what you love.” 

Lisa Baker, who co-leads Junior Girl Scout 00214, 
praises DeMartinis.

“We are so blessed to have our troop leader,” she 
said. “She has been going above and beyond keeping 
them busy, engaged and happy. She’s fantastic. So 
many in our group have grown up together. It’s so 

Continued on Page 8



February 18, 2021 Page 7
THE

11770011 FFRRAANNKKLLIINN SSTTRREEEETT •• MMIICCHHIIGGAANN CCIITTYY,, IINN
Great Investment Property. This amazing opportunity is available on Franklin Street. Gorgeous building with 2 
apartments upstairs and great spaces. The 3 bedroom apartment has lovely exposed brick walls, and the 2 bedroom 
apartment has a stately feel. Original Hardwood floors in each unit, plus their own laundry room. Each unit rents for 
$800/month. Downstairs is a new restaurant opening soon with a lease for $1,000/month through November 2021, then 
$1,400/month through November 2022. WOW... can't beat this deal! 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty.

CCoommmmeerrcciiaall SSppaaccee // 22 AAppaarrttmmeennttss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$229955,,000000 

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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al Cookie Rally Kits, which contained supplies for a 
craft, goal-getter materials and two different cookie 
samples to try. 

During the virtual rally, 
Keith’s eighth-grade daugh-
ter, Aria, presented a virtual 
cookie booth the Scouts could 
“fi x” in real time. Several faux 
pauxs, such at money left 
out, and girls eating cookies 
or improperly dressed for the 
weather, were present.

Cookie sales have a theme 
of “Be Amazing” and a bee 
mascot, so Keith also taught 
the Scouts about “honey bees, 
and how they are important 
and useful as pollinators.

“The girls learned ways to 
sell cookies even though we 
can’t have cookie booths.” 

The Scouts can’t hold cookie 
booths if the county advisory 
level is red. Only outdoor Girl 
Scouts meetings, including 
cookie booths, can be held at 
the orange county level. Even 
then, specifi c rules in a 27-
page document with guide-
lines on cookie booths must be 
followed. 

and kind, and see 
the good in every-
one. They make me 
so proud.

“It has been hard 
juggling Girl Scouts 
and other extracur-
ricular activities, 
especially as the 
leader.  But, looking 
over the past year, 
and the years pre-
vious, it has been 
worth it. As much 
as I worry about 
my daughter during 
this pandemic and 
my troop of girls, I 
know they are going 
to be just fi ne. They 
are going to continue to shine and exceed my expec-
tations. They have their Girl Scout sisters to lean 
on, and their amazing supportive families.” 

much fun to see them do 
all these fun things and 
learn so much. It’s more 
than a friendship. It’s a 
kinship. It’s completely 
different.” 

COVID or not, DeMar-
tinis said what has been 
rewarding is seeing her 
Scouts emerge as impres-
sive young women. 

“I’m tearing up right 
now thinking about them 
all when they fi rst started, 
to where they have come,” 
she said. “These ladies are 
our future. They are good-
hearted. They are not cru-
el, and they love each of their Girl Scout sisters as 
much as the next.  They don’t show favoritism; they 
are what I want the world to be. They are giving 

Connecting Amid COVID Continued from Page 6

Michigan City Girl Scout Junior Troop 
00214 donated hygiene necessities to area 
residents as a community service project 

in winter 2020.

Olivia DeMartinis, a fi fth-grader 
with Girl Scout Junior Troop 

00214 in Michigan City, enjoys 
making a craft during a virtual 

meeting on Zoom.

And About Those Cookies...
by Kim Nowatzke

Even a pandemic can’t stop Girl Scout cookies.
Despite the challenges COVID dictates, area 

Girls Scouts are selling their iconic sweet treats. 
“It’s making it extremely 

hard, but we are Girl Scouts 
and we will sell cookies,” said 
Yvonne Bancroft, community 
manager for the Girl Scouts 
of Northern Indiana Michiana 
Council. 

The Council kicked off 
2021 sales with its tradi-
tional Cookie Rally, only in a 
virtual format. Over the past 
several years, the event was 
held at Lake Hills Elemen-
tary School, serving as a way 
to challenge, educate and 
excite the girls about cookie 
sales. Various stations in the 
gym taught how to count back 
change, act out door-to-door 
sales and test knowledge of 
the types of cookies sold. The 
mission stayed the same for 
2021, but the event was held 
over a Zoom call.

Brianna Keith, leader of 
Cadette Troop 00486 and the 
Service Unit Product program 
coordinator, passed out Virtu-

Eighth-grader Aria Keith of Michigan City Girl Scout Troop 
00486 is excited to pick up Girl Scout cookies to sell. Continued on Page 9
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POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

New Buffalo has Awakened! New Buffalo has Awakened!
Restaurants and POSH Restaurants and POSH

are here for YOU! are here for YOU! 
Our Sale Continues  Our Sale Continues 
through February. through February.

Come see us!Come see us!
Premium Consignors Premium Consignors
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

The offi cial cookie-selling season began Jan. 
15 and ends March 15. This year, customers can 
choose from: Toast-Yay!, Lemonades, Shortbread 
(Trefoils), Thin Mints, Peanut Butter Patties (Tag-
alongs), Caramel deLites (Samoas), Peanut But-
ter Sandwich (Do-si-dos) and Girl Scout S’mores. 
Some troops also will sell limited availabilities of 
the gluten-free Caramel Chocolate Chip cookie that 
debuted in 2017. 

The Toast-yay! cookie de-
buted this year, with Keith 
saying it tastes like Cinna-
mon Toast Crunch cereal. 
The Thanks-A-Lot cookie 
is no longer available, and 
this is the last year for Girl 
Scout S’mores. 

Customers can “meet” 
all the cookies, fi nd cookie 
booths in their area and 
even purchase cookies di-
rectly at www.girlscouts.
org. Girl Scouts cookies in 
this area cost $4 per box, 
with the exception of the 
gluten-free Caramel Choco-
late Chip cookie, which sells for $5 per box. 

Tonya DeMartinis, a leader for Junior Girl Scout 
00214, said with the number of girls participating 
this year signifi cantly down, “there is a demand for 
cookies I did not see coming. I really thought that 
with COVID, sales would be down. They are not, 
and with fewer girls selling, it makes it hard to fi nd 
a cookie dealer. New this year, girls have their own 
cookie link to sell online, you can choose ‘girl deliv-
ered’ and pay by credit card, and girls can drop off to 
you. No contact at all. Also, if you would like them 

shipped, the shipping fee has dropped from $12 for 
six or more boxes to $6 for six or more boxes.”

Many Girl Scouts will have cookies on hand to 
sell, while other troops take orders, then fi ll those 
quickly. Last year, the Girl Scouts of Northern Indi-
ana Michiana Council sold more than 30,000 boxes 
of cookies.

The girls receive special patches for attending the 
cookie rally, and for the increments of cookies they sell. 

Many Girl Scout troops use the money earned 
from sales to give back to their community. Others, 

such as DeMartinis, use the 
cookies themselves. 

“During cookie season, 
my troop will collect boxes 
of cookies to donate to the 
VA Hospital (Jesse Brown 
VA Medical Center) in 
Crown Point, Ind. We will 
pass them out to the vet-
erans,” she said. “I started 
three years ago when I ac-
companied my dad to an 
appointment. The vets love 
it! They talk to the girls and 
tell them stories. They hug 
us, and some cry, telling us 
how thankful they are we 

do this, because they often feel forgotten. I love the 
fact my troop gets to see and interact with these 
people we are thanking by giving cookies to. Unfor-
tunately, we were not able to do that last year. I 
still dropped off over 100 boxes to an administrator 
there, and they were happy to pass them out on our 
behalf.”

This year the troop still plans to donate cookies 
to the Jesse Brown VA Medical Center, and DeMar-
tinis hopes the girls can once again deliver them in 
person, possibly in the summer.

About Those Cookies Continued from Page 8

The New Toast-Yay! cookies are described as tasting 
like Cinnamon Toast Crunch cereal.

mailto:mark@markcuri.com
http://www.girlscouts
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by Kim Nowatzke

Using their creative “elements,” two Michigan 
City schools are celebrating Black History Month 
with educational and engaging wall displays. 

Barker Middle School and Pine Elementary 
School have transformed chemistry’s periodic table 
of elements to a “Periodic Table 
of Black History,” featuring 
at least 90 famous and lesser-
known African Americans. 

Barker social worker Nicole 
Norris and Pine sixth-grade 
teacher Kayla Sullivan fi rst saw 
the idea on the popular TikTok 
video-sharing social networking 
app. Both are new to MCAS and 
their schools this year. 

At Pine, the Black History 
display can be found in the “red 
pod” area of fourth-, fi fth- and 
sixth-grade classrooms. Sul-
livan, who is in her fi rst year 
of teaching, created it. She in-
cluded 90 black Americans, 
with each square containing the 
person’s initials (in most cases), 
name and birth and death date 
(if applicable). Most important-
ly, a short summary details his/
her accomplishment or contri-
bution behind the inclusion in 
the “wall of fame,” so to speak.

The “Period Table of Black 
History” at Pine is color-coded 
to divide individuals into 10 cat-
egories: Yellow – Scientists; Red 
– Activists; Lime Green — Fa-
mous Firsts; White – Authors; 
Bright Blue – Athletes; Purple 
– Musicians/Singers; Light Green – Artists; Light 
Blue – Actors/Actresses; Orange – Government/Pol-
iticians; and Pink – Entrepreneurs. 

Sullivan has turned the display into a class as-
signment designed to meet language arts, writing 
and social studies curriculum goals. Her 20 sixth-
graders have formed eight groups, and the plans 
are to spend at least two weeks on the project after 
choosing a black American unfamiliar to them.

“I had the kids choose people that they haven’t 
really heard about that are historical fi gures,” she 
explained. “I really want the kids to learn about dif-
ferent cultures, and not only about people today, but 
those that set the platform before them, too.” 

Using a PowerPoint presentation, the kids will 
share important information, such as the person’s 
background, as well as photos.

Sullivan said the “kids will be a part of making a 
model of the presentation, including the minimum 
number of slides, and a rubric of it to decide what 
they want to see and how they want to be graded.” 

Then, the students will create an “Audio Muse-
um” with a voice-over. When someone scans a spe-
cial QR code on the wall display, they can hear the 

student’s audio description of the selected person. 
“We hope that this display serves as a visual cele-

bration and promotion of race. As a building, we try 
to continuously work on cultural competency and 
equity for the benefi t of our students, and this is a 
representation to promote that,” Pine Elementary 
School Principal Zach Huber said. “It helps bring 
awareness and serves to lift up culture, intention-
ally lifting up black Americans.

“Ms. Sullivan also has a display in her classroom 
promoting individuals and groups that have histor-
ically been marginalized. Our goal is to make sure 
that our students see themselves in the successes of 
our country throughout history.” 

At Barker, Norris was further inspired by a Flor-
ida public library’s display, adapting it to better fi t 
a middle-school concept. The display, prominently 

Teachers in Their “Element” Making

Each individual “element” in the “Periodic Table of Black History” at Pine Elementary School includes the 
black American’s initials (in most cases), name, birth and death date (if applicable) and a short summary.
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found in Barker’s main lobby, features 98 individu-
als, arranged by using the following color code: Light 
Orange — Activists; White — Actors/Actresses;  Yel-
low — Artists/Performers; Dark Blue – Athletes; 
Lavender – Entrepreneurs; Pink — Famous Firsts;  
Green — Musicians; Red — Politicians; Red, Dark 
Orange – Scientists; and Light Blue – Authors. 

Just as in the Pine display, each square includes 
the black American’s initials, names, birth and 
death date (if applicable), and a summary of the in-
dividual’s achievements/contribution. 

Norris opted to feature “more current people – 
the people that they see now, rather than histori-
cal fi gures.” These include Vice President Kamala 
Harris, singer Beyoncé, gymnast Simone Biles and 
professional basketball players LeBron James and 

Black History Come Alive for Students
the late Kobe Bryant. 

Her purpose for the project? 
“Representation matters,” Norris said. “We have 

a lot of kids that belong to the black community 
here at Barker, and I think that it’s important that 
they see successful fi gures that look like them and 
realize they can do anything.” 

With MCAS students on dis-
tance learning since last Novem-
ber, Norris used her virtual time 
to complete the project. She said 
it took her about three days, off 
and on, to create it. A good chunk 
of that time was spent research-
ing each person featured. 

The display isn’t her fi rst, 
though. She also completed one 
called  “Twenty One Cool Careers 
That Require Math” in another 
area of the middle school. Some 
occupations included animator, 
cryptanalyst, science journalist, 
astronomer, fashion designer, en-
vironmental consultant and car 
designer, to name a few. Since 
Barker is an Indiana STEM-certi-
fi ed middle school, the topic was a 
natural choice. 

“Our Black History and STEM 
Career bulletin boards provide a 
great visual opportunity for stu-
dents to pick up information and 
promote a positive climate in our 
school,” Barker Middle School 
Principal Lucas Snyder said. 

In the high school where she 
worked at previously, Norris cre-
ated a “Famous Failures” display 
that included public fi gures stu-
dents are familiar with on their 
Instagram and Snapchat apps. 
She featured some of their per-
sonal struggles and back-stories 
before they grew to be public fi g-
ures. For example, the singer/rap-
per Lizzo spent a year living in 
her car before her career took off. 

Another high school display, 
courtesy of Norris, was dedicated to safe dating. The 
project, which included lighting, educated students 
about signs of manipulation and abuse in a dating 
environment, examples of a healthy relationship 
versus an unhealthy one, resources and more. 

“I love doing bulletin boards and displays like 
this,” Norris said. “It’s one of my favorite things to 
do.”

Above: Kayla Sullivan, photographed with her students at Pine. Below: Nicole Norris, 
photographed with Barker Middle School’s “Periodic Table of Black History.”
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THE BEST 
LEARNING 
HAPPENS 
IN PERSON
Learn more about our 190-acre 
   campus, small class sizes, 

and in-person learning at 
lalumiere.org

Chesterton Art Center
Chesterton Art Center has collaborat-

ed with Indiana University Northwest’s 
School of the Arts to present “Mobile Art + 
Action Pop-Up” through Saturday, Feb. 27.

The creative installation features faculty 
and alumnus artworks and hand-painted 
protest paper signs by national and interna-
tional artists. Also on display is the School 
of the Arts Mobile Art + Action Community 
Lab, an exhibit display system launched 
last fall in Gary, Hobart and Hammond. 
In observation of Black History Month, ex-
hibit elements include a spotlight on living 
contemporary black artists, a comprehen-
sive set of The Black ABC’s on loan by a pri-
vate collector and “Echo Location” by The 
Floating Museum, a Chicago-based collec-
tive presenting six small 3-D printed busts 
from the collection of the DuSable Museum of Afri-
can American History.

The Legacy Foundation awarded a COVID-19 In-
novative Response Grant to support the Mobile Art 
and Action Lab throughout Northwest Indiana. The 
CAC stop helps kick off the year-long schedule.

The displays are presented throughout the CAC 
galleries. In the Luella DeWulf Gallery are “Paper 
Signs of the Times” and “Words of Encouragement.” 

In the Ruth Bicknell Gallery are The Black ABC’s, 
Kelly Knaga, “Echo Location” and Ryan Bennett. 

The exhibit is free, and masks are required. 
Viewing hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Visit www.iun.
edu/arts and www.chestertonart.org for details. 

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Visit www.chestertonart.com or call (219) 926-
4711 for more information.

Hand-painted protest paper signs are part of the exhibit.

http://www.iun
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.chestertonart.com
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

Fernwood Botanical Garden
• Meet the Greats: Fernwood Virtual Lec-

ture Series continues with “Keith Stolte: Chi-
cago Artist Colonies” from 2-3 p.m. EDT Satur-
day, Feb. 20.

For more than a century, Chi-
cago’s leading painters, sculptors, 
writers, actors, dancers and archi-
tects congregated in close-knit en-
claves. They included: Theodore 
Dreiser, Margaret Anderson, Frank 
Lloyd Wright and Louis Sullivan. In 
the 1920s, Carl Sandburg, Emma 
Goldman, Ernest Hemingway, Ben 
Hecht, Edna St. Vincent Millay and 
Clarence Darrow transformed areas 
of Towertown into Chicago’s Green-

wich Village. 
Stolte, a Fernwood member and life partner 

of more than 20 years to Dr. Brian Ortiz, live at 
Carl Street Studios, one of the colonies featured 
in Stolte’s book, Chicago’s Artist Colonies. He has 
practiced law in Chicago for more than 20 years and 
began his academic career at the University of Chi-
cago, where he received a degree in history.

Tickets are $25, or $20 from members.
• Live Stream Yoga from 10-11:15 a.m. EDT 

Fridays and Wednesdays through February.
Deirdre leads weekly sessions to bolster immuni-

ty through stretching and meditative movement set 
in Fernwood’s Winter Gardens.  If unable to attend 
the live-stream session, email Deirdre (dguthrie@
fernwoodbotanical.org) for a Zoom link. 

Visit https://spore-studios.com/yoga/ for more in-
formation and to register.

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve 
is located at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

Stolte

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Northwest Health LaPorte, 1007 W. Lincolnway, 

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 18.
• Northwest Health LaPorte, 1007 W. Lincolnway, 

11 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 22.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling 

well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
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“Lupin,” the wildly entertaining French series on 
Netfl ix, continues a trend begun by “The Queen’s 
Gambit” where the latest word-of-mouth smash is 
simply good, old-fashioned storytelling.

Indeed, there’s a reason this show – the fi rst 
French production to rank among Netfl ix’s Top 10 
– is so bingeable. We become so caught up in the 
story, the gorgeous scenery, the breathless chases, 
the high-voltage star power of Omar Sy, we can’t get 
enough. When a TV series actually is about some-
thing, something that matters, we have a greater 
investment in it.

Only the fi rst half of the 10-episode series is 
available, the remaining fi ve debuting sometime 
this summer. The pace of each episode is like a bul-
let fi red from a gun. Once it’s out of the barrel, it 
never looks back.

As the series begins, professional thief Assane 
Diop (Sy) pulls off an astonishing feat by stealing 
a priceless diamond necklace auctioned off at the 
Louvre Museum. Believe me, the Louvre has never 
been more gloriously fi lmed at night as it is here: a 
yellow beacon of light amid darkness. How Assane 
impregnates this impregnable fortress is worthy of 
“Ocean’s Eleven.” It requires of Assane that he not 
only think quickly, but also bank on the casual rac-
ism of a society that does not expect a black man to 
carry his weight in gold.

There is a purpose to Assane’s actions. Through 
fl ashbacks, we learn how his father, Babakar (Far-
gass Assandé), arrived in France from Senegal, 
hoping to create a better life for him and his son. 
Babakar found work for the wealthy businessman 

Hubert Pellegrini (weasely Hervé Pierre), who 
framed him for stealing the necklace we see at the 
start of the series. Sent to prison, Babakar would 
rather die than be robbed of his honor. He hangs 
himself. Now, 25 years later, Assane appears closer 
to revealing the truth.

As a child, Babakar introduced his son to Mau-
rice Leblanc’s series on gentleman thief Arsène Lu-
pin, with Assane inspired by the character in terms 
of how he outsmarts Pellegrini and his henchman 
through charades, disguises and quick thinking.

So, we have the type of story that always gets us 
pumped up. A son out to avenge his father’s death 
amid a sea of greed and corruption. And in Sy, 
whose 2011 “The Intouchables” was far superior to 
the Kevin Hart remake (“The Upside”), “Lupin” has 
found an actor who becomes a star right before our 
eyes. Sy brings so much energy, good cheer and mis-
chievousness to the role. His Assane Diop is, indeed, 
the gentleman thief. Elegant. Sophisticated. Glid-
ing through a room like he owns it. And when he 
deceives those he attempts to burgle, you can tell, 
Assane enjoys it. There is a playfulness to Sy that 
suggests, for Assane, this is a game to be won and 
savored. How rare is it in a TV series that the mind 
is celebrated over muscle.

The supporting players enrich the adventure. 
The most complicated are his ex-wife, Claire (Ludi-
vine Sagnier), and teen son, Raoul (Etan Simon). 
So many adventure tales with divided spouses envi-
sion them as squabbling morons. Not here. Assane 
and Claire have a past that reaches back to their 
childhood. Claire still loves Assane. They are friend-

“Lupin”
Takes 
Viewers 
on One 
Wild Ride
by Andrew Tallackson

Assane Diop (Omar Sy)
gets his hands on the necklace 
that altered the course of 
his life in “Lupin,” now 
streaming on Netfl ix.
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ly, civil to each other. It is Assane’s shady doings, 
which he repeatedly conceals, that drive the wedge 
between them. There is considerable chemistry be-
tween Sy and Sagnier, a spark that gives you hope 
their relationship can be salvaged.

Even Pellegrini’s daughter, Juliette (Clotilde 
Hesme, “The Returned”) is fascinating. Her link to 
Assane also stems from their childhood. She cares 
for him while still owing allegiance to her father.

What keeps “Lupin” fresh is that it never settles 
into a pat format. Having Assane repeatedly foil his 
pursuers would get old. Fast. But by the fourth epi-
sode, the series ups the stakes, introducing a jour-
nalist, Helene (Maria Barraud), disgraced at the 
hands of Pellegrini, who reluctantly comes to As-
sane’s aid. The elements of danger escalate tenfold, 
and by the fi fth episode, when Assane, Claire and 
Raoul head to the coast for a Lupin festival, all bets 
are off, complete with a cliffhanger ending.

As I’ve stated before, the one drawback of binge-
able TV is that when it works, when it delivers the 
goods, having to wait for more can be agonizing. 
In “Lupin,” Netfl ix has achieved the equivalent of 
a roller-coaster ride that never stops, and when it 
does, you’re ticked that someone hit the brakes.

Summer can’t get here quickly enough. With “Lu-
pin,” we gotta fi nd out what happens next.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Assane’s son, Raoul (Etan Simon), factors heavily into 
the series, especially the climax of Episode Five.
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We Midwesterners enjoy our seasons.
Why else, then, would we stay in this 

neck of the woods? Is it because of the 
warm summer breezes off Lake Michi-
gan or the beautiful fall colors? Perhaps 
we relish the zephyrs of spring, with the 
kiss of a warm breeze and the promise 
of summer fun. 

For many, the fi rst cold snap in fall, 
followed by the fi rst sighting of lacy 
snowfl akes, send our hearts afl utter 
with the anticipation of winter fun in 
the great outdoors.

For the past 18 years, Long Beach res-
idents have enjoyed cold winter weather 
on their very own ice-skating rink. Set 
up at Long Beach Community Center, 
it is “truly a community project,” says 
Bart De La Barre, a Long Beach resi-
dent and volunteer fi refi ghter with the 
town. The entire community takes pride 
in the rink’s setup and maintenance 
during the winter season.  

De La Barre proudly states the rink 
has vastly improved since the “Mac-
Gyvered” one fi rst assembled in 2003. 
In referencing the popular TV secret 
agent, he means the fi rst attempts to 
build an ice-skating rink. He recalls it 
was constructed of landscape timbers. It 
was, he says, nothing more than “Tyvek 
house wrap and lots of duct tape.”

The memory of it makes him laugh as 
he surveys the current rink, which is, he 

says, a “custom package like those used 
in many other communities for outdoor 
recreational skating and even hockey 
tournaments.”

The new rink is 50’ x 100’. It takes 
30,000 gallons of water, provided by 
Long Beach Volunteer Fire Department, 
to fi ll it. The foam barriers are set up by 
fi refi ghters and street department vol-
unteers, who also help maintain it.

It is, indeed, a “community rink.” 
De La Barre credits its upkeep to a 

group of retired residents who proudly 
call themselves the “Gray Brigade.” 
They make sure the rink it is kept in 
tip-top shape. It cannot be used until 
the ice is suffi ciently frozen so there are 
no rough spots dangerous to skaters.

Individuals young and old enjoy the 
rink. Some even bring out hockey goals, 
encouraging “pickup games” on fro-
zen, snowy evenings. The rink is large 
enough to accommodate the occasional 
hockey game at one end while families 
skate safely at the other.  

De La Barre looks forward to a win-
ter of fun, gliding over the smooth, 
glass-like surface that refl ects the bare 
branches of bordering trees, whose 
limbs are blanketed in shawls of white 
fl eece awaiting the fi rst hint of spring.

“With Mother Nature’s cooperation,” 
he says, “Long Beach will have a rink 
for years to come.”

Ice Skating Rink Refl ects Community Pride in Long Beach

Skaters Delaney and Nolan Keenan enjoy the rink.

Above: Families enjoy the ice-skating rink outside of Long Beach Community Center. Bottom left: Building the rink are (from left) Tom Znavor, Bill Vlasek and Rick Dziak. Bottom right: 
Members of the “Gray Brigade” include (from left) Renita Vlasek, Tom Znavor, Bill Vlasek, John Kearney, Mike Szczepaniak and Bart De La Barre. All photos provided by De La Barre.

by William Halliar
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The setup of “Palmer” is so blah, you wonder 
what drew the fi ne cast to it in the fi rst place. Then, 
it blindsides you, emerging as something else en-
tirely: timely in a way few fi lms dare to tread.

The result is odd. A strange hybrid of weary cli-
chés and bold pleas for tolerance. It shouldn’t work, 
but it clicks somewhere down the line, thanks in 
large part to its strong cast.

Streaming on Apple TV+, the movie fi rst ap-
peared on the 2016 Hollywood Black List, meaning 
no studio dared touch it because of the risky subject 
matter...and I’ll get to that in a minute.

The title ex-con, played by Justin Timberlake, is 
a former college football star who landed in prison 
for 12 years after a brutal incident. Released to the 
care of his grandmother, Vivian (June Squibb), he 
struggles to fi nd work — no one wants an ex-con 
under their employ — until the local school affords 
him a break, hiring him as a custodian.

The movie’s trailer suggests a lonely, eccentric 
boy will warm this ex-con’s heart, giving his life di-
rection and purpose.

Sorta.
The boy, Sam (Ryder Allen), comes from a train-

wreck of a home. Mom (Juno Temple) is an addict, 

the man in her life physically and verbally abusive. 
The two frequently disappear for weeks on end, 
leaving Sam in Vivian’s care.

And, Sam does not identify as a boy. He wears 
dresses and makeup. Goes to school with barrettes 
in his hair. Has tea parties with a gal-pal. Worships 
a TV cartoon about princesses. Is excessively bul-
lied at school.

When Vivian unexpectedly dies in her sleep, and 
with Sam in her care, it’s up to Palmer, who has no 
clue what to make of the boy, to watch him.

In essence, “Palmer” feels like two separate mov-
ies, with zilch in common, randomly edited togeth-
er. A redemptive ex-con fl ick and a youthful LGBT+ 
tale...and a deadly serious one to boot. You can see 
why the movie landed on the Hollywood Black List. 
It suffers from a massive identity crisis.

Midway through, though, “Palmer” makes it clear 
Sam is not the story’s comedic element. Rather than 

“Palmer” is a Strange, but Ultimately Daring Family Tale
by Andrew Tallackson

Justin Timberlake stars as an ex-con who becomes a father fi gure to a young boy (Ryder Allen) in “Palmer,” now streaming on Apple TV+.

★ ★ ★
“Palmer”

Running time: 110 minutes. Apple TV+. Rated R for 

language, some sexual content/nudity and brief violence
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nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

Since 1895, we’ve helped individuals 
reach their goals of homeownershiphomeownership. 
We are an award-winning bank with a 

reputation for strong valuesstrong values and quality quality 
serviceservice. We offer a variety of mortgage 

loan products with competitive rates and 
plans to help you achieve your goals.

219-262-6028   |  Centier.comMember FDIC

Jennifer Smart
Loan Originator
NMLS# 277082

219-262-6028 X 4805
jenniferssmart.com

For More Information, 
Please Contact 

Homeownership
Begins Here

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

sidestep the reality of the situation, director Fisher 
Stevens and writer Cheryl Guerriero go for it, ex-
ploring how society reacts to a boy who does not see 
himself as a boy. Allen, as Sam, shows skill and dar-
ing, creating a boy who accepts who he is and makes 
no apologies for it. The cruelty he experiences is not 
soft-pedaled. We witness Sam subjected to taunts, 
even physical violence.

Timberlake, as Palmer, does not ask us to pity 
him. He’s made mistakes, and he owns up to them. 
And it is the world of hurt Sam experiences that 
makes Palmer forget his troubles to help the kid 
survive. Timberlake handles the transition from 
hardened ex-con to understanding father fi gure 
with skill. It isn’t a case of immediate sympathy, 
but a gradual slide into understanding and support.

I wondered, at fi rst, why a British actress with 
killer comedic chops like Temple — the secret weap-
on of Apple TV+’s “Ted Lasso” — would disappear 
into a character so one note and despicable. We un-
derstand why in her fi nal scene with Ryder: a blaz-
ingly emotional confrontation that reveals a fear-
less bravery on the actress’ part. Turns out, Temple 
can do no wrong whatever material comes her way. 
She’s the real deal.

The closing scenes of “Palmer” aim for a reach-
for-the-Kleenex fi nish. I wasn’t terribly moved by it. 
Despite the subject matter, the movie treads along a 
familiar path. Instead, I was more impressed by its 
daring. This movie, it’s got guts.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Justin Timberlake proves himself a capable actor in a challenging role.

http://www.michianamechanical.com
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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“Malcolm & Marie” is the 1 hour-46 minute equiv-
alent of fi ngernails on a chalkboard.

The Netfl ix fi lm, a three-week shoot last summer 
amid COVID self-isolation, is a showcase for its 
stars, Zendaya and John David Washington, whose 
all-or-nothing performances surpass everything 
they’ve done up until now. And the movie has some-
thing to say about the toll exacted on individuals 
when a movie lifts from their personal life.

Beyond that, this is 106 minutes of two people 
bickering. Actually, bickering is putting it mildly. 
These are bitter people. They reach for the jugular 
and squeeze to the brink of suffocation. And that is 
how we feel watching them.

Shot by writer-director Sam Levinson (Zendaya’s 
compatriot on the HBO series “Euphoria”) in gor-
geous black and white, the movie unfolds over one 
long night that bleeds into the wee hours of morn-
ing. Malcolm (Washington) and his girlfriend, Marie 
(Zendaya), return home from the premiere of a fi lm 
he wrote and directed about a junkie trying to get 
her life in order. Marie, in part, was his inspiration. 
At 20, she overdosed, with Malcolm caring for her, 
supporting her at every turn. But during the pre-
miere, Malcolm, elated by the positive response to 
his movie, forgets to thank Marie. No mention at all.

She. Is. Pissed.
How mad? When Marie fi nally gets around to 

spilling the truth, initially dodging his inquiries 
as to why she seems distant, the two go for blood. 
Every quirk, fl aw, nagging trait, they bludgeon it 

to death. Washington, who in fi lms like “Tenet” and 
even “BlackKklansman” came across as somewhat 
muted, fi nally taps into the blazing intensity of his 
Oscar-winning father, Denzel. Washington’s Mal-
colm exists as if on a caffeine high: ego, narcissism 
and insecurity swirling within him, as if he enjoys 
belittling Marie. And Marie can hold her own, al-
though the scene where he verbally attacks her 
while she’s in the bathtub, her lips trembling out of 
defi ance and betrayal, suggests a fearless quality to 
Zendaya, that she has the moxie to succeed in roles 
meatier than Peter Parker’s girlfriend.

But by existing as a two-character study, “Mal-
colm & Marie” feels less like a movie and more 
like community theater. Each actor gets their “mo-
ments,” where the dialogue feels less propelled by 
the breath of life and more like monologues. Overly 
written. Overly brainy. In the real world, people 
don’t talk like this. In fact, there is a moment, dur-
ing one of the fi lm’s endless squabbles, where Wash-
ington seems to almost trip over the wording. That 
it’s too much for any living, breathing human.

By the midpoint, after an especially nasty ver-
bal scuffl e, the movie lost its hold over me. I began 
checking the time on my phone. Pausing the fi lm to 

“Malcolm & 
Marie” Quickly 

Wears Out its 
Welcome

by Andrew Tallackson

Zendaya and John David 
Washington star in 

“Malcolm & Marie,” now 
streaming on Netfl ix.

★ ★
“Malcolm & Marie”

Running time: 106 minutes. Netflix. Rated R 

for pervasive language and sexual content 
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see how much time remained. One minute, Malcolm 
and Marie are at peace, all that bile out of their sys-
tem. Then, they’re at it again, regurgitating the 
same complaints about each other. Back and forth. 
Back and forth. Even the “meta” moments where 
Malcolm laments about white critics who overpoliti-
cize his work are run into the ground with a mono-
logue that collapses into hysterics.

“Malcolm & Marie” does herald Zendaya and 
Washington as forces to be reckoned with, perform-
ers who are acting heavyweights. But once the mov-
ie fades to black, I was more elated it was over than 
being thankful to have seen it.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

A confrontation while Marie relaxes in a bathtub 
reveals Zendaya to be a formidable talent.

Hello Beautiful!
michigan city 219.874.3553 | new buffalo 269.231.6093 | purelyellesalon.com an Aveda concept salon

622 Franklin St.622 Franklin St.
Michigan City, INMichigan City, IN

219-743-9595219-743-9595
www.beachbumjewels.comwww.beachbumjewels.com

beach bum jewelsbeach bum jewels
Creating Creating 
Authentic Authentic 

Beach Glass Beach Glass 
Jewelry for Jewelry for 
15 Years15 Years

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • By AppointmentHours: Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • By Appointment

CLEAN & SHINE SERVICES
Experience the Difference 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

300 Arthur Street D 
Michigan City, IN 46360

Fully Insured

Cell 574-440-4816

Office 219-809-9359

• Professional 
• Experienced

Weekly - Monthly 
Bi-Weekly - One Time

SERVICES: Carpet & Upholstery
Tile & Grout & VCT • Windows & Gutters
Pressure Washing • Dryer Vent • Wood Floors 
Area Rugs • Mattresses • Boat & RV 
Hard Floors • Carpet Stretching • Janitorial
Home & Building Maintenance

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.beachbumjewels.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 30 years in business

The library is open, but with restrictions in place.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday. 

There is no public seating. The library also follows 
LaPorte County Health Department’s Public Health 
Order Face Covering Mandate by requiring masks 
inside the building. Every individual must wear a 
face covering over his/her nose and mouth at indoor 
areas open to the public. The circulation and refer-
ence desks will have masks available for $1.

The following services are temporarily suspend-
ed: public programs and meetings; literacy tutoring; 
MakerSpace/3-D printing; study rooms; homebound 
service; interlibrary loan; puppets; puzzles; blocks 
and children’s AWE computers in Youth Services; 
Ellison die cut machine; public faxing; microfi lm 
use; magazine/book sale; and accepting donations.

Access is limited to the computer lab: One session 
(up to one hour) per person per day is allowed. Due 
to social-distancing guidelines, only one person at 
a station at a time. Children are not allowed in the 
computer lab with parents/guardians.

One computer is reserved for genealogy research, 
with time limited to one hour per person per day.

Four charging tables allow a limit of 30 minutes 
per use (no seating is available at these stations).

WiFi is available throughout the building and ex-
terior/parking lot.

Classifi ed Ads Do the Trick!
Call us at (219) 879-0088

Two new databases are available. Newspapers.
com World Collection contains historical newspapers 
from the 1700s-2000s, including thousands of well-
known regional, state and small local newspapers in 
the United States and other countries. Visit tinyurl.
com/4f8kfo3v and log in with a library card number.

In addition, Fold3, a military records database 
powered by Ancestry.com, is available. It provides 
access to military records, including stories, pho-
tos and personal documents. Visitors to the site 
can combine records found there with personal ef-
fects to create an online memorial for someone who 
served.  Visit tinyurl.com/58cnu2vn and log in with 
a library card number.

The following virtual programming is scheduled: 
• Great Decisions returns through Zoom. Limited 

discussion booklets are available at the circula-
tion desk. Call (219) 873-3049 for more details.

• Virtual Story Time. A new video will be posted to 
the website, Facebook page and YouTube channel 
at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Each video will be avail-
able on the website for two weeks at www.mclib.
org/parents/story-time/. Stop by Youth Services 
to receive the craft project for the week beginning 
on Wednesdays.

• Checkers. Color a checker board, follow the in-
structions and play with checkers made in 3-D 
printers. Sets are limited to one per family.

• Dungeons and Dragons. Youth Services will host 
monthly one-shot campaigns for ages 13-18. The 
next session is from 3-5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24. 
Youth Services provides free characters and dice 
for those who register and while supplies last. 
Registration is required. Call Jonathan  at (219) 
873-3045 or email jlovett@mclib.org or ysonline@
mclib.org.
• Online Graphic Novel Club for teens will focus 

on Walter Dean Myers’ graphic novel Monster. Stop 
by Youth Services to pick up a 
copy while supplies last. The 
podcast episode releases Feb. 
18. Registration is required for 
the Zoom meetup on Thursday, 
Feb. 25. Call Jonathan at (219) 
873-3045 or email YSonline@
mclib.org.

Michigan City Public Li-
brary is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org 
for more details.

Michigan City Public Library

http://www.mclib
mailto:jlovett@mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org
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LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360  

“Open 7 Days”  
219-878-1720 Store 

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

Winter Photo Contest
Gabis Arboretum at Purdue Northwest invites 

photographers and nature enthusiasts to submit 
original photos to possibly be featured in future ed-
ucation, marketing and social media materials. 

The deadline is March 20. Photos taken at the ar-
boretum will compete in two categories: “landscape 
and nature” and “fun with family and friends.”

Winners in each category receive an annual mem-
bership to Gabis Arboretum, 444 W. County Road 
100 North, Valparaiso.

Photos can be submitted at tinyurl.com/1336he58

“Songs of the Pioneers”
The Region of Three Oaks Museum and The 

School of American Music will present “Songs of 
the Pioneers” at 7 p.m. EDT Thursday, Feb. 25, on 
Zoom. 

The songs, played by a quartet of local folk mu-
sicians, depict the subjects that 
occupied the minds of Southwest 
Michigan’s 19th century settlers, 
including logging, farming, do-
mestic work, the railroads, Great 
Lakes sailing and celebrations. 

Program host Nick Bogert, a 
TROTOM board member, provides 
historical context for the music. 
He creates a brief pictorial back-
ground using old photos and paint-

ings of lumberjacks, railroad crews and other illus-
trations. Bogert also has produced other TROTOM 
videos, including “Lifestyles of the Mich(iana) & 
Famous,” “Lights! Camera! Three Oaks! The Mak-
ing of Prancer” and “The Pokagon Band: More Than 
Just a Casino.” 

Local musicians include: Garth Taylor providing 
guitar, dulcimer, vocals and arranging; Dan Moser 
on vocals, banjo, guitar and percussion; Tara Dodge 
on vocals, fl ute and percussion, and Daniel Rodri-
guez on upright bass.

Email TROTOM at trotommuseum@gmail.com 
for log-in information.

Bogert

mailto:trotommuseum@gmail.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Indiana Dunes National Park
The National Park Service has implemented a 

mask requirement for employees, visitors, partners 
and contractors.

The move supports President Biden’s Executive 
Order on Protecting the Federal Workforce and Re-
quiring Mask-Wearing, aiming to protect those who 
live, work and visit national parks. 

At Indiana Dunes National Park, face masks are 
required in all park buildings and facilities, includ-
ing the Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center, 
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Educa-
tion and Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk pavilion. 
Masks also are required on NPS-managed lands 
when physical distancing cannot be maintained, in-
cluding on narrow or busy trails, overlooks and in 
historic homes.  

As conditions are subject to change, visitors 
should check the park’s website and social media 
channels for updates before a visit. Visit tinyurl.
com/2r86ch6e for details. Park rangers are on duty 
to provide information, protect visitors and park re-
sources and uphold the requirement.

❑

The park is offering virtual ranger chats for 
teachers and students through a variety of media. 

The programs can cover a wide range of topics 
and grade levels. IDNP educators can customize 
programs to meet teacher preferences. For example, 
the park can bring Max, the milk snake, into a vir-
tual classroom to teach about animal adaptations. 

No Maple Sugar tours at Chellberg Farm are 
planned, but a virtual presentation about maple 
sugaring, complete with activities and connections 
to the area’s history, is offered.

Visit www.nps.gov/indu or www.facebook.com/
IndianaDunesNPS for a list of programs, then call 
the scheduling offi ce at (219) 395-1885 for details.

❑

Snowshoes are available for free checkout from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily, with at least a 2-inch snow 
base required, at The Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education.

Snowshoe sizes are available for kids and adults. 
They can be used to explore the three-mile-long 
Miller Woods trail system that leads visitors on an 
easy to moderate hike through oak savanna and 
dune habitats. Inside the Douglas Center are exhib-
its, a live animal display and “Nature Backpacks” 
stocked with supplies and nature guides. Wear a 
face covering when inside the center and maintain 
social distancing on the trails. 

❑

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

Jackson Roush is a member of LaPorte Coun-
ty Symphony Orchestra’s double bass section.

He received his Bachelor of Music in composi-
tion from Valparaiso University in 2018, where 
he also attained a second major in computer sci-
ence. He is pursuing a Master’s of Music in com-
position at Ball State University, where he also 
teaches music theory as a graduate assistant. 

In addition to the LCSO, he is active as a com-
poser, and as an instrumentalist and producer 
for regional music acts, having recorded and per-
formed in various genres. He also enjoys cinema.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.nps.gov/indu
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Links on Sale for Mystery Program
South Bend’s The History Museum will present 

“Mystery at the Mansion: Dillinger’s Last Caper” as 
a virtual program for the fi rst time since it began 
in 2007.

Links, which go live at 7 p.m. EDT Friday, Feb. 
26, can be purchased for $10 (general) or $8 (mem-
bers) at www.historymuseumSB.org

The event is inspired by John Dillinger’s 1934 
robbery of Merchants National Bank in South 
Bend. Participants track down the secret accom-
plice. Those who solve the case have a chance to win 
the grand prize: a curator-led, behind-the-scenes 
virtual tour of the 38-room Oliver Mansion.

Participants also will hear accounts from those 
involved, then cast a vote for the person who helped 
“Public Enemy No. 1.”  

Local author Roger Chrastil, who scripted past 
“Mystery at the Mansion” plays, as well as the mu-
seum’s “Christmas at Copshaholm” specialty tours, 
wrote the story. He has written several other works, 
including the plays “An Immigrant’s Story” and “Or 
Does It Explode?,” both of which were performed at 
the museum.

Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or call (574) 
235-9664 for reservations. The museum is located 
at 808 W. Washington St.

Bridgman Public Library
Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library will host the 

Zoom program “Outsmarting the Scammers” by 
Douglas Wall at 2 p.m. EDT Tuesday, Feb. 23.

The program offers advice on how to identify and 
avoid fraudulent activity and scams.

Call (269) 465-3663 for more details. The library 
is located at 4460 Lake St.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

Harbor Country Hikers
Harbor Country Hikers heads to Grand Mere 

State Park for its next destination at 2 p.m. EDT 
Saturday, Feb. 20. 

HCH President Pat Fisher will discuss the his-
tory of the state park, which is designated a Nation-
al Natural Landmark. Long considered an outdoor 
laboratory for natural resources study, Fisher will 
explain how a combination of natural forces formed 
the unique Grand Marais Embayment. Protected 
from Lake Michigan by the dunes to the west, the 
park has many natural features not found through-
out the rest of the state.

The 2.5-mile hike is rated moderate diffi culty and 
should take about two hours. Hikers should dress in 
layers, wear a warm hat and take water. Depending 
on the weather, there may be muddy or icy areas.  
Hikers must observe social distancing and wear 
face masks.

From Red Arrow Highway, drivers should head 
west on John Beers Road, past the Interstate 
94 westbound exit to make a southbound turn 
onto Thornton Road. The parking lot entrance 
is about a half mile on the right. Visit www.
harborcountryhikers.com for more details.

http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
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Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

For more than 35 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron.

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
Feb. 18 — Online Graphic Novel Club for teens, 

Walter Dean Myers’ Monster. Through Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.  Podcast epi-
sode release: Feb. 18. Info: (219) 873-3045, YSon-
line@mclib.org.

Feb. 20 — Morning Bird Walk, 10:30 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 24 — Dungeons and Dragons, 3-5 p.m., 
through Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Registration: (219) 873-3045, jlovett@
mclib.org, ysonline@mclib.org

Through Feb. 27 — Indiana University North-
west’s School of the Arts, “Mobile Art + Action Pop-
Up,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Free, 
masks required. Hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: www.chestertonart.org, www.
iun.edu/arts

Wednesdays — Virtual Story Time, 10 a.m., 
through Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/

Through March 31 — Dale Cooper installation 
(3-D paper fl owers), The Legacy Center Gallery @ 
Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Bark-
er Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Info: jessicar@
qas.org

Through June 5 — New exhibits, “Lost and 
Looking” & “Pipelines and Borderlines: The Art of 
Survival,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

In the Region
Feb. 20 — Harbor Country Hikers, 2 p.m. 

EDT, Grand Mere State Park. Info: www.
harborcountryhikers.com 

Feb. 20 — Meet the Greats: Fernwood Virtual 
Lecture Series, “Keith Stolte: Chicago Artist Colo-
nies,” 2-3 p.m. EDT. Tickets: $25, $20/members. 
Info/registration: www.fernwoodbotanical.org, (269) 
695-6491.

Feb. 23 — Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library Zoom 
program, “Outsmarting the Scammers” by Douglas 
Wall, 2 p.m. EDT. Info: (269) 465-3663.

Feb. 25 — The Region of Three Oaks Museum/
The School of American Music, “Songs of the 
Pioneers,” 7 p.m. EDT, Zoom. Log-in information: 
trotommuseum@gmail.com

Through March 7 — Exhibits, Elkhart’s Mid-
west Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St. Ex-
hibits: “The Blue Ribbon Collection: The Amish Acres 
Arts & Crafts Festival”; “Adam Grant: A Holocaust 
Remembrance;” “Gabor Peterdi: The Early Works.” 
Info: www.midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-6660.

Through March 12 — Student exhibit, Art Barn 
School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso. Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tue., Thur., 
Fri./10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 462-9009, www.

http://www.furniturewerks.com
mailto:YSon-line@mclib.org
mailto:YSon-line@mclib.org
mailto:ysonline@mclib.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.iun.edu/arts
http://www.iun.edu/arts
http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.fernwoodbotanical.org
mailto:trotommuseum@gmail.com
http://www.midwestmuseum.us
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

NMLS# 586279

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Mary Vrska
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950

HorizonBank.com

PIPE ORGAN 
MUSIC

Sundays  
10 AM to 11 AM CST

WIMS 1420 AM   95.1 FM 
106.7 FM Valparaiso 

www.facebook.com/WIMSRADIO 
and the Tunein app that allows everyone to 

stream us around the world at any time

Requests: First Congregational Church
Comments: P.O. Box 8892
Donations: Michigan City, IN 46361-8892

email: gdobie38@yahoo.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

artbarnschool.org
Through March 28 — New exhibits, KAC Mem-

bers’ Show & local ceramist Jennifer Zona, Krasl Art 
Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Hours: 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. EDT Fri.-Mon. Info: www.krasl.org, 
(269) 983-0271

Fridays and Wednesdays through February
— Live Stream Yoga, 10-11:15 a.m. EDT. Through 
Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 
13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Info: https://
spore-studios.com/yoga/

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number 
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your 
library card number and he/she will check out the 
items and take them to a table at the parking space 
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their 
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman) 
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas 
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 100 
Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-7696) is 
located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Westches-
ter Township History Museum (219-983-9715) is lo-
cated at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. The Baugher 
Center is located at 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

http://www.facebook.com/WIMSRADIO
mailto:gdobie38@yahoo.com
http://www.krasl.org
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

Long Time LB Family Ready to Start New Stage!
Looking to purchase 3-4 BR, 2+ bath home within walking distance to beach.

If you are thinking of selling, call Nick at (312) 531-0500

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community the-
ater and as church worship team keyboardist. Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.

BUSINESS SERVICES
CLOROX WIPES, INFRARED THERMOMETERS – FIRME’S

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003. 
Michigan City store temporarily closed – (219) 874-3455.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

New Special: presidential, political and biographical books, 50% off. Also, 
check our weekly in-store specials.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

LPN looking for home care. 20+ years experience. 
Call (219) 210-0728.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 14 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email 
BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. 

Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, 
deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. 
Call Valerie for free estimate. (219) 229-0034

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
Kelly’s Cleaning Services LLC

Rentals • Residential • Commercial • Windows
Call (219) 229-3116 for your free quote today!

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
A-PLUS, INC. 

Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 
We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 

Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 
No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.

Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803
APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321

WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 

anything. No job too big or too small!
KIP HOLLINGSHEAD

Get your winter projects done so you’re ready for summer!
*All your construction needs*

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Contractor in your area.
Call: (219) 210-8499 • Email: kjh.5@sbcglobal.net

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Closed Until March 1.

Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:callpaul4321@gmail.com
mailto:kjh.5@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, 
weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 

Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small 
tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees for re-opening in February, 

as well as seasonal summer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, serv-
ers, buss staff, dishwashers. Will train. Email letter of intent and resume 

to FishcampMC@gmail.com
BAR MANAGER/BARTENDER for Lake Michigan Yacht Club, New Buffalo

SEASONAL PART TIME – Weekend evenings only – April-Oct.
$17/hr + tips. Must have TAM or Alcohol Management Certificate. 

Must be 21+.
If interested, email kristen@harborcovemanagement.com

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 

lures, reels, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

 Stop 27 Rental available February-March 2021. 3BR/2.5BA. A/C, 
W/D, library, sunroom, fully furnished. $2,200/mo + utilities + deposit. 

30-day minimum. No pets/smokers. View at bit.ly/lb_rental. 
Email LBrental@snouffer.net

Room for rent (near Ames Field). 
We prefer elderly tenants. Shared bedroom: $150/week. 

Private room: $200/week. Rent includes:
• room and board. 

• all utilities, water, cable. 
• most meals.

• on-site laundry facilities.
Common areas are shared with two other elderly people. $400 deposit 
required. Must have good references. We will do a background check. 

Call Sue at (219) 874-4891.
DARLING MICHIANA SHORES COTTAGE: 2BR/1.5BA, hot tub. $200/

night, Feb.-March, sec. dep., cleaning fee (2-night min.). Permit No. 
2020-02. Email Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com 

1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 
in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available Feb.-May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.
COZY COTTAGE FOR RENT IN SHORELAND HILLS
Need a home-office getaway or lake cottage retreat?

2BR, lg living space, prof. decorated. Email jmuldo@yahoo.com

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Greenwood Cemetery plots for sale. Northwest corner, Section C, 

block 15, plots 1-6. Upon entrance to cemetery, turn left at circle, first left, 
plots are in the section on the right. $1,500 per plot. 

If interested, call (708) 269-9717.

Dunes Audition Deadline Extended
Dunes Summer Theatre is gearing up for its 2021 

summer season, with audition submissions now due 
by Monday, March 15.

Those interested should send an email with “Au-
dition” in the subject line, with a head shot and re-
sume in PDF format attached. Dunes staff will re-
spond with further instructions on how to submit 
an audition. Be prepared to send materials that 
demonstrate singing range and/or one short Shake-
speare comedic monologue.

Rehearsals begin May 18-June 8, depending on 
the performance. Visit www.dunesarts.org/theatre 
for details, including the email address.

Season tickets will be available soon, with up-
dates available on the website.

Also, Dunes staff are accepting applications for 
a  2021 technical director, with the summer season 
presented on the lawn in June and July. Applicants 
should submit a resume containing all relevant 
training and experience, as well as the name and 
contact information for three professional refer-
ences, to Managing Director Elise Kermani no later 
than April 1 at contact@dunesarts.org

The theater is located at 288 Shady Oak Drive in 
Michiana Shores.

mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:FishcampMC@gmail.com
mailto:kristen@harborcovemanagement.com
mailto:LBrental@snouffer.net
mailto:Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com
mailto:jmuldo@yahoo.com
http://www.dunesarts.org/theatre
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The Children’s Blizzard by Melanie Benja-
min (hardcover, $28 retail in bookstores and online; 
also available as an eBook. 343 pages.)

Melanie Benjamin is one of the foremost authors 
of historical fi ction today. In six previous books, she 
brought to print some of the most famous people in 
the world with compassion and meticulous research. 

This time, Benjamin focuses on a particular 
happening in history rather than a specifi c per-
son, using fi ctional characters that are a compila-
tion of real people who lived at the 
time. I’m happy to say, it works out 
wonderfully. The story I’m about 
to share is Mother Nature at her 
worst, and the question we always 
ask ourselves after a disaster —
how would I react given the same 
circumstances?

It was 132 years ago the upper 
Midwest suffered the worst bliz-
zard it ever saw. It was Jan. 12, 
1888, when the event, called The 
Children’s Blizzard, or The School-
children’s Blizzard, or sometimes 
the Schoolhouse Blizzard, took ev-
eryone by surprise from the Dakota 
Territory to Nebraska — specifi cal-
ly northeastern Nebraska to south-
eastern Dakota.

 Unfortunately, the name given 
to the day tells us who suffered the 
most.

“Earlier, and there would have been no question 
of sheltering in place. But it hit right when most 
schools were about to disgorge their pupils for the 
day, or just had.”

The day began amazingly quiet and inordinately 
warm…and that should have been a warning sign 
right there. Children went to school dressed for 
spring because that’s how warm it was. No coats 
or mittens, no wool scarves necessary…so they 
thought. Weather during the 1880s was very unpre-
dictable and by midday, the sky had turned an ugly 
color, the wind picked up, the temperature rapidly 
dropped and the snow began its relentless attack.

“The sun had vanished, swallowed by the cloud 
that wasn’t a cloud, but a black wall of fury — sparks 
of lightning preceded it, bluish fl ashes of electricity 
tumbling over the snow like wagon wheels.”

It was a “perfect storm” brought together by op-
posing streams of northwest cold and southwest 
warm currents. No one could have predicted this 
storm because there was no U.S. Weather Service, 
only the Army Signal Corps that gave weather “in-
dicators.” People on the prairie got more informa-

tion from looking out the window.
What Benjamin gives us is a broad, yet personal 

look at life on these prairies in 1888. Life was hard, 
people expected that, but the newspaper ads at the 
time made the area sound like homesteaders were 
entering the Garden of Eden. And so they came…

Including the Olsen family from Norway. Their 
two daughters, Raina and Gerda, now 16 and 17, 
are school teachers: Raina is boarding with the Pe-
tersen family in a small community in Nebraska, 
and Gerda with a family of homesteaders in the Da-

kota Territory.
Each sisters’ schoolhouse is situated 

on the prairie to make it accessible for 
the surrounding farms. That means a 
mile or more walk for the children from 
home.

On Jan. 12, both girls decide to let 
school out early so the children can  
take advantage of the balmy weather. 
Something makes Raina stop the chil-
dren from leaving. She sees the sky and 
knows it won’t bring anything good…

Gerda, on the other hand, makes 
plans to meet a boyfriend and pays no 
attention to the sky until it is too late…
the children are on their way home 
when the snow begins to fall.

The storm is not the end of this sto-
ry, although the telling of it is painful 
to read. What about the aftermath? 
Hopefully, the healing will begin, but 

for some the healing never comes as some families 
have to wait for the spring thaw to fi nd loved ones’ 
bodies. How do you live with the horror of wonder-
ing — where is my child?

How each of these young teachers handled the 
blizzard will make a hero of one and the other os-
tracized by the community for her seeming indiffer-
ence to their children. A reporter from the Omaha 
Bee newspaper takes down all the families’ stories 
of grief and loss and puts them in print for all to see.

Seldom have I read a story that so realistically 
portrayed a place, a time and an event. There is 
something disturbing about this story — it is like 
being in that blizzard — the feeling you must be 
somewhere between heaven and hell, but which 
are you closer to? Only the lucky few who survived 
could answer that.

I was transfi xed with Benjamin’s empathetic tell-
ing of what life and nature were like on the prairie, 
how people were sold a bill of fi ne living for a land 
that was actually unforgiving and unpredictable. 

This is a story to stay with you and make you hug 
your children a little harder tonight.

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

CHESTERTON 

4br/3ba / $365,000
Andrew Harrell • 312.998.9379 

426Ballenisle.info

LAPORTE 

4br/2ba / $274,000
Andrew Harrell • 312.998.9379 

1504MichiganAveLP.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

4br/1.1ba / $149,900
Susie Jaskowiak • 219.508.6690 

308DetroitSt.info

LAPORTE 

6br/3.1ba / $429,000
Liz Sheeran • 312.735.5825 

PineLakeLife.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

4br/3ba / $425,000
Jordan Gallas • 219.861.3659 
405ECoolspringAvenue.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

5br/4.1ba / $824,900
Susie Jaskowiak • 219.508.6690 

4806Lakeridge.info

CROWN POINT 

4br/3.1ba / $554,900
Tovsen/Mullins • 219.682.8373 

2901East113ThAvenue.info 

CROWN POINT 

7br/5ba / $1,100,000
Smead/Mullins• 219.781.2426 

205South.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/2.1ba / $595,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012 

1660N500.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360
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