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Serve & Protect
by Andrew Tallackson

Bob Sulkowski is photographed by The Beacher’s Andrew Tallackson at his desk in Long Beach Police Department.

Bob Sulkowski can pinpoint the exact moment he 
became interested in police work.

He was 12. His father, Ed, was Michiana Shores’ 
part-time marshal, balancing those duties with 
full-time work as a welder at Budd Corp., a metal-
stamping plant in Gary. As marshal, there was no 
dispatch center or police radio. Calls came directly 
to Ed’s home phone. And if Ed was at Budd Corp. 
when an emergency call arrived, the family quickly 
notifi ed the LaPorte County Sheriff ’s Offi ce.

On one particular evening, someone was break-
ing into a home on Birchwood Trail. Ed was at Budd 
Corp., so the family called the sheriff ’s offi ce, which 
asked if Bob could show them where the house was. 
The eager 12-year-old jumped at the opportunity. 
Jim Arnold, then a sergeant with the department, 
picked up Bob about two blocks from his home. The 
youngster then showed Arnold where the burglary 
was reported.

Continued on Page 2
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The suspects may have left by the time police ar-
rived, but for Bob, the incident triggered a fascina-
tion with law enforcement that never diminished. It 
only intensifi ed over the years.

On Jan. 8, Bob retired after 38 years with Long 
Beach Police Department. Mark Swistek, who 
boasts a long and respected career with Michigan 
City Police Department, is his successor.

Bob’s career refl ected a devotion to making sure 
residents felt safe in their cozy, beachside commu-
nities. Now, small towns are not immune to the re-
alities of the outside world. As chief in Long Beach, 
Bob has been part of every type of investigation: 
burglaries, theft, armed robbery, rape, drunk driv-
ing, juvenile drinking parties, even homicides. But 
his tenure with Long Beach also has seen a decrease 
in burglaries, increased beach safety involving per-
sonal watercrafts and concerted efforts to make the 
police department compliant with the Americans 
With Disabilities Act.

And by developing a strong, respected police force 
that includes full-time, part-time and reserve offi -
cers, the department has cultivated a rapport with 
the community that emphasizes teamwork in solv-
ing crimes.

“I think small town policing is unique in the way 
you have to treat people, because they are your 
wealth of information,” he said. “Without the con-

Serve & Protect Continued from Page 1

This undated photo shows the police vehicle driven by Bob’s father, Ed. 
The vehicle was a 1971 Mercury Monterey.

Bob still has the Mars Light 
used on his father’s police vehicle.

versation or relationship with the citizens of the 
town, things are only going to be as good as the po-
lice work you can do.”

Bob, 62, sat down with The Beacher a few weeks 
before his fi nal day on the job to talk about his life 
in law enforcement, and the people who infl uenced 
him along the way.

Born at St. Anthony Hospital to Ed and Mary 
Jane Sulkowski, Bob graduated from Elston High 
School in 1977. Before then, his father was one of 
his greatest infl uences. In addition to being Michi-
ana Shores marshal, Ed also served with its volun-
teer fi re department. Bob liked to hang around the 
fi re house, also starting the fi rst Junior Fire De-
partment. He would ride with his dad while he was 
out patrolling the community. After learning from 
a friend about Michigan City Police Department’s 
police cadet program, he became involved with Ex-
plorer Post 75 in May 1972. 

(Bob remains friends with many of the offi cers 
who participated in the cadet program. He still has 
breakfast with them every Thursday morning.)

Bob also spent a good deal of time with Vern 
Magnuson, who was chief of the Michiana Police 
Department and a retired sergeant with Michigan 
State Police. Bob would ride with Magnuson while 
on patrol, listening to hours of stories about police 
work. Bob also rode with offi cers from MCPD.

In 1972, Long Beach Police Department offi cially 
took over the contract for police protection in Michi-

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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ana Shores. In 1976, when Bob turned 18, he joined 
the Michiana Shores Volunteer Fire Department. 
Four years later, Lynn Papke, a Village of Michiana 
(Mich.) offi cer, asked Bob if he would serve with the 
Grand Beach Police Department. That began a two-
year stint with the police force there, along with an 
enduring friendship with Long Beach offi cer Jim 
Kautz.

It was in 1982 that Bob became aware of an open-
ing for deputy marshal in Long Beach. He was hired 
on July 28, 1982, attending the Indiana Law En-
forcement Academy in January 1983. Back then, of-
fi cers worked in 24-hour shifts: 12 hours on patrol, 
another 12 on house duty. The 12-hour shift still ad-
hered to today began in May 1988. 

Bob became Long Beach’s chief marshal in Janu-
ary 1998. Today, Long Beach’s police department 
has fi ve full-time offi cers, nine part-time offi cers 
and six reserve offi cers. The latter are volunteers, 
but experience the same training in all aspects of 
police work as the paid staff.

Bob is photographed by The Beacher’s Andrew Tallackson 
standing by photos of the Long Beach Police force.

Continued on Page 4

“Countless hours, they volunteer for this depart-
ment,” Bob said, “from extra patrols on the week-
ends, to beach patrol, marine patrol, not to mention 
the Fourth of July week.”

Ask Bob about key investigations or memorable 
incidents over the course of his 38-year career with 
Long Beach and the stories are priceless.

Take, for instance, the time he was on patrol in 
May 1987. He heard about an ambulance on its way 
to a home on Roslyn Trail. A woman was in labor.

“So, I headed over there and when I pulled up in 
front of the house, a lady came running out of the 
house and said, ‘Get in here now.’ The mother was 
lying on the couch and she was giving birth,” Bob 
recalled. “She had already crowned, and the baby 
was on its way. Just after the baby landed in my 
arms, wrapped in a towel, EMS arrived.

“I am still friends with the parents, even though 
they have moved away.”

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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Bob recalls other incidents from the 1980s, spe-
cifi cally a crew of individuals committing armed 
robberies. At one point, they robbed a liquor store 
in the town center, a gun fi ring off in the process. 
A countywide task force subsequently was formed.

Then one night, Long Beach police were following 
two suspects in the string of robberies. Detectives 
were involved, a road block erected. When the sus-
pects saw police, Bob said, they headed into a fi eld.

“We all started chasing them, and their car got 
stuck,” he said. “As soon as my foot hit the ground 
getting out of the car, all you could hear was gun-
shots. Luckily, no offi cers were hit. But one of the 
suspects was shot. The other ran away and was 
caught the next morning.

“We found out later this same crew broke into 
a house in Michiana Shores, severely beating the 
homeowner and stealing a bale of marijuana.”

On average, Bob says, 
it was common to have 60 
burglaries a year between 
the three communities Long 
Beach covers. But through 
strong, effective police work, 
the department began gath-
ering evidence, making ar-
rests and scoring convictions.

Take, for instance, the 
night offi cer Todd Bullis in-
vestigated a burglary in 
progress. A neighbor had 
called police to report suspi-
cious activity there. Bullis 
saw a car leaving the home 
and stopped it. As he ap-
proached the vehicle, he noticed a cord dangling out 
of the rear door. One person in the vehicle was hold-
ing a large TV. Asked where he got the television, 
the suspect replied that he “found” it.

Those arrests, Bob says, were possible because of 
people in the community working with police.

“Getting the community to call us when they see 
something has been diffi cult,” he said. “They may 
call us two days later and say, ‘hey, the other night I 
saw this.’ We constantly urge people to call us when 
they see something suspicious.”

Having an effective police department, Bob says, 
is the result of hiring aggressive offi cers.

“Not in the physical sense, but a proactive sense,” 
he clarifi ed. “I believe if the offi cers are out there 
making traffi c stops when the criminal element 
comes into town, they may think twice about com-
ing out here because they may get stopped.”

In the summer of 1996, Long Beach police re-
ceived complaints of personal watercrafts nearly hit-
ting swimmers. Bob came up with the idea to place 

Serve & Protect Continued from Page 3
buoys along the beach, specifi cally to remind those 
using personal watercrafts to slow down around 
swimmers. Bob presented a proposal to Long Beach 
Civic Association, which purchased the buoys. He 
also contacted B&E Marine about borrowing a per-
sonal watercraft to patrol the lakeshore. The busi-
ness agreed, leading to the creation of the depart-
ment’s Marine Patrol.

The civic association’s support, Bob says, has 
been crucial over the years.

“They have made many large purchases for the 
department that the town did not have to pay for,” 
he said, “everything from equipment to the memo-
rial in front of the police station.”

The station, it must be noted, was not ADA com-
pliant. In fact, it was still located on the second fl oor 
of the town hall. Bob applied for, and received, a 
$50,000 grant to begin remodeling the town hall.

“Thanks to then council members led by Tom 
Ringo in 2001, this came to fruition,” he said “We 
now have a state-of-the-art facility to be proud of.”

Over the years, accolades 
presented themselves. Bob is 
a recipient of an Exemplary 
Law Enforcement Program 
Award from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice.

However, not all of Bob’s 
recollections are pleasant. 
The worst arrived on Oct. 
31 1997. Bob was on patrol, 
pursuing a motorcyclist. The 
motorcycle crashed, and Bob 
had a scuffl e with the rider to 
get him handcuffs, hyper-ex-
tending his knee in the pro-
cess. Now being off work, the 
chief had to cover his shifts. 

Jim Kautz was fi lling in for Bob on Nov. 4, 1997, 
when he assisted Michigan City offi cers at an ac-
cident on U.S. 12. He was struck by a car speeding 
through the accident scene. Swistek was the one 
who called Bob to the scene.

“When I arrived, I will never forget seeing Jim 
in a Long Beach uniform, lying on the highway se-
verely injured,” Bob said. 

Kautz was taken to Advocate Christ Medical Cen-
ter in Oak Lawn, Ill. After numerous surgeries, he 
died a month after the accident. The irony is, back 
in August of that year, Bob and Jim attended the 
funeral of a South Bend offi cer who was killed. Bob 
spoke with a lieutenant from the South Bend Police 
Department about a team from Indianapolis that 
assists departments where an offi cer has died while 
in the line of duty. 

“Little did I know I would need this team just 
months later,” Bob said. “I cannot begin to express 
how much compassion and professionalism the 
members of the Critical Incident Team assist you 

Bob, photographed with now President-elect Joe Biden 
in July 2012 while he was visiting family in the area.
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with. I just wish I had never had to meet them.”
A fund was established in Jim Kautz’s name at 

a local bank to support the family. Thousands of 
dollars were raised, Bob said. Before his untimely 
death, Jim had begun gathering information on two 
Long Beach offi cers killed while on duty. Eventu-
ally, Jim’s name would be added to a Law Enforce-
ment Memorial in Washington, D.C., along with 
Chief Marshal Ephraim Reid, who was killed on 
Sept. 25, 1933, and Earle Platt, who was killed on 
Oct. 25, 1956.

With 2020 having marked his fi nal year with 
Long Beach police, Bob could not have foreseen the 
strange circumstances, on a global scale, result-
ing from the COVID-19 pandemic. Ironically, Long 
Beach police did not see a marked increase in crimi-
nal activity, due in large part to families self-isolat-
ing to protect themselves.

“Our population has grown since COVID started, 
while the Chicago people came out here because 
they are so restricted in Illinois,” he said. “But as 
far as calls for service, we have been very fortunate 
with it being very quiet.”

And as he contemplated retiring, Bob took com-
fort in witnessing the next generation in his family 
showing an interest in law enforcement. His son, 
Nicholas, 28, serves with the Michiana Shores Vol-
unteer Fire Department, with its street department, 
and as a reserve offi cer with Long Beach police.

His daughter, Kristen Marie D’Agostino, gradu-
ated from Michigan City High school and Purdue 
University, as well as from esthetics school. Mar-
ried to Dan D’Agostino, they live in New Buffalo, 
Mich., where she works for her husband’s family’s 
business and does esthetics on the side. 

As for Bob, he will remain with the department 
part time. He has nothing but respect for Swistek 
as his successor. And, he’s ready for the next stage 
in his life. 

“They say that you’ll know when it’s your time to 
go,” Bob said. “It’s just my time to go.”

Bob is photographed with his children, Kristen and Nicholas.
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Howard Westbrook

219.617.8839
Marissa Stapleton

312.520.3552

Line Mullins

708.790.3676

Peggy Adducci 

312.804.6000
Kristin Shoub

630.362.4188

Elayne Fisk 

Assistant to Line Mullins

10 N. Whittaker Street, New Buffalo, MI  49117                      @linemullinsgroup

from the line mullins group

NEW YEAR
Here’s to a Happy
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POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Clothes are Essential Clothes are Essential
Accessories a TreatAccessories a Treat
Put Them Together Put Them Together

Your Look is Complete!Your Look is Complete!
We appreciate our Consignors and Customers We appreciate our Consignors and Customers

Posh is open all year for you!Posh is open all year for you!
Thank you for supporting Small Business Thank you for supporting Small Business

Premium ConsignorsPremium Consignors

501 W. Kieffer Road, Michigan City, IN 46360
8-5:30 p.m. Mon-Thu • 8 a.m.-Noon Fri 

(219) 879-2177
www.hickschiropracticcenter.com

Dec. 29 was a signifi cant day for the Duneland 
Health Council.

First, it announced $10,000 in gifts to four non-
profi t agencies serving children. DHC awards grants 
to approximately 20 agencies 
based on demonstrated need.  The 
four benefi tting groups this year 
were Boys & Girls Club of Michi-
gan City, Dunebrook, Open Door 
Adolescent Health Center and Sa-
maritan Counseling Center.

Secondly, the DHC board re-
called former Chief Executive 
Offi cer Norman “Norm” Steider, 
specifi cally his leadership and 
contributions to the community’s 
health and well-being.

Steider was the organization’s fi rst CEO, leading 
it from 1996 to 2016. He passed away after a long 
illness on Dec. 15, 2020. Steider’s wife, Mary, their 
children, Melanie and Gretchen, and grandchildren 

Health Council Awards $40,000 to Agencies, Honors the Late Norm Steider

Samaritan Counseling Center was one of the agencies benefi tting from a $10,000 gift through Duneland Health Council.

were present for the award announcements.
“Norm’s commitment to children in Michigan 

City was unceasing,” DHC President Gil Pontius 
said during his opening remarks. “He recognized all 
children must have the support of our community 
— educators, adults and other children — because 
they and their families face pressures in the current 
environment. Norm walked the walk!”

Dunebrook Executive Director Jean Ann Cannon 
said Steider was instrumental in developing its fi rst 
Child Advocacy Program

“Norm’s fi erce persistence is the foundation upon 
which we built Dunebrook,” she said. “His roles in 
grant writing and fi nancial development to ensure 
we continue to provide child advocacy, child abuse 
prevention and teaching healthy parenting were 
foremost.” 

Deborah Briggs, director of the Open Door Ado-
lescent Health Center, recalled Steider’s mentor-
ship when the school-based program began in the 
late 1990s. Briggs said his direct help landed a com-
petitive four-year grant for training and staff devel-
opment from Robert Woods Johnson Foundation.

Steider also was one of the founding board mem-
bers of Samaritan Counseling Center, which incor-
porated in 1981. 

Steider

http://www.hickschiropracticcenter.com
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$849,000 $560,000 $1,475,000

1026 N. Karwick Road
(219) 871-0001

4121 Franklin St.
(219) 874-2121

TMICHELE CIHAK
219-861-2073 • michelecihak@yahoo.com 

 LAND FOR SALE 
BIRCHMONT AVENUE

New Buffalo, Michigan
PREMIUM BUILDING SITE

VILLAGE OF MICHIANA
2 LOTS/2 BLOCKS FROM LAKE 

MICHIGAN
$350,000

BIRCH DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

40 x 120 CITY SEWER/WATER
DEEDED BEACH RIGHTS

$55,000

BIRCH DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

50 x 120 CITY SEWER/WATER
 DEEDED BEACH RIGHTS

$60,000

Happy New Year to all my clients 
past and present!

124 TAHOMA TRAIL 
New Buffalo, Michigan

5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
3 lots

1 house from Lake Michigan

424 W. DREAMWOLD WAY
Michiana Shores, Indiana

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
Proposed New Construction

Deeded Beach Rights

4272 HILLSIDE TRAIL
New Buffalo, Michigan

Two properties
½ acre building site

2-bedroom, 2-bath cottage w/lake 
views

mailto:michelecihak@yahoo.com
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DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising 

in the Dining Guide?
Call us today at (219) 879-0088

R  E  S  T  A  U  R  A  N  T

7.99$DDIINNEE  IINN  oorr  CCAARRRRYYOOUUTT

www.FiddleheadMC.com

DINE IN or CARRYOUT

422 Franklin St, Michigan City, IN | 219.210-3253

7.99$

DINE IN • CARRY OUT

DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

MONDAY 
$5 BURGER

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

ALL DAY

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

Art Barn School of Art
Pat Dews will lead a three-day virtual workshop, 

“Abstracting Nature,” from 1 to 4 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday, Jan. 14-16.

An Art Barn School of Art collaboration with 
the New Studio for the Visual Arts in Jupiter, Fla., 
Dews will present her fi nished works, and describe 
her process of abstracting from nature to create 
compositions. Painting and drawing techniques 
such as cropping, collaging, painting with washes, 
creating textures and composing strata pieces will 
be demonstrated

The cost is $250 per person. Registration is avail-
able at www.artbarnschool.org. Art Barn is located 
at 695 N. County Road 400 East, Valparaiso. Call 
(219) 462-9009 for more details.

Lubeznik Center for the Arts
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 

has received a $12,000 grant through Lilly Endow-
ment Inc.’s Youth Program Resilience Fund.

One of only 297 grants offered by Lilly, LCA will 
use the money to support after-school arts educa-
tion and outreach, including partnerships with the 
Boys & Girls Club, Safe Harbor and LCA’s Teen 
Arts Council.

Also, the center is closed through Jan. 30 to deep 
clean, paint, install a new exhibit, conduct shop in-
ventory and prepare for the upcoming year. How-
ever, staff will be at the offi ce, checking emails and 
voicemails.

Call (219) 874-4900 or visit www.lubeznikcenter.
org/contact for more details.

http://www.FiddleheadMC.com
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter
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ZAK ELHIDAOUI
REALTOR®

(219) 448-1052
zake@daprileproperties.com
www.zakeproperties.com

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
IS INTERESTED IN BUYING OR SELLING, 

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY!
Source: Broker Metrics: December 2019 – December 2020

Based on continued buyer demand we anticipate 

T H E  S P R I N G  M A R K E T 
T O  S T A R T  A S  E A R L Y 

A S  J A N U A R Y  1 1 .

IF YOU'RE CONSIDERING LISTING IN 2021, CONTACT ME TO LEARN HOW IMPORTANT 
THIS INFORMATION IS TO YOU AS A SELLER.

-57.6% +175.0% +90.9%

FOR SALE
39 listings compared 

to 92 listings in 
December 2019

-57.6%

UNDER CONTRACT
11 listings compared 

to 4 listings in 
December 2019

+175%

SOLD
21 listings compared 

to 11 listings in 
December 2019

+90.9

mailto:zake@daprileproperties.com
http://www.zakeproperties.com
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Kevin Murphy Products

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER

312.343.9143

INTERIOR
DESIGN

Northern IN • Southwest MI • Metro Chicago

MLK Jr. Day Virtual Program
Purdue University Northwest will celebrate Mar-

tin Luther King Jr.’s life and legacy with its fi rst 
virtual ceremony from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m. Monday, 
Jan. 18.

Karen Bishop Morris, PNW as-
sociate professor of English, will 
deliver the keynote presentation. 
The event is free and open to the 
community at  YouTube.com/Pur-
dueNorthwest.

Morris has served in many 
roles, including: interim dean of 
the Honors College; chair of the 
department of English; director 
of First-Year Writing; and di-
rector of the University Writing 
Center. She earned her doctorate 

in English/Rhetoric and Composition from Purdue. 
She has served as a board member or fundraising 
strategist for national and local nonprofi t organiza-
tions. She focuses her academic energy on building 
innovative programs, implementing high-impact 
practices for fi rst-generation students and strength-
ening connections between higher education and 
various stakeholders. 

Wendel McCollum, Michigan City Area Schools 
associate superintendent, is the emcee. PNW Chan-
cellor Thomas Keon will give opening remarks. Van-
essa Allen-McCloud, Urban League of Northwest 
Indiana president and CEO, is the vocalist.

Instead of donating needed items in person, as in 
the past, the planning committee suggests making 
a donation to a charity or organization of choice.

Visit www.pnw.edu/mlk-celebration for details.

Morris

NB Library Community Forum
The Friends of New Buffalo Library Community 

Forum continues with a Zoom presentation, “Myths 
Busted: What You Thought You Knew Just Ain’t 
So,” from 7 to 8 p.m. EDT Tuesday, Feb. 16.

Leading the program is Bob Myers, Historical So-
ciety of Michigan director of education. The Zoom 
link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89396176122

Call the library at (269) 469-2933, follow the 
Facebook link at newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org or 
email new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com for details.

http://www.pnw.edu/mlk-celebration
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89396176122
mailto:new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com
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Tricia Meyer
Broker/Owner
219-871-2680

4 T

Happy New Year!

Jane Cooley
219-873-4487

Marge Skwiat-Gloy
219-877-4206

Rose Pollock
219-861-3891

Julie Wagner
219-608-5614

We look forward to serving you in 2021

Betty Sams
219-921-4048

Danelcy Patterson
219-809-5319

Deb Vance
219-221-5079

Diana Hirsch
219-873-6575

Gail Mathews
219-221-0524
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It needs no further explanation when I say 2020 
was a curious year. On so many levels. Where to 
begin is an exercise in futility.

Typically, our fi rst edition of the year includes my 
picks for the year’s best fi lms. But because of CO-
VID-19, studios were granted extra breathing room 
to release their fi lms in January for Oscar consid-
eration. That is why you won’t fi nd my top 10 picks 
published for a few more weeks, to allow time for 
these pictures to become available.

Having said that, expect “Sound of Metal,” now 
streaming on Amazon Prime, to land near the top 
of my list. Intensely emotional, deeply empathetic, 
with performances by Riz Ahmed and Paul Raci 
that, if they’re not nominated for Oscars, well, then 
something has gone absurdly wrong.

Ahmed is not a household name – he’s had key 
roles in “Jason Bourne” and “Rogue One: A Star 
Wars Story”) — but what he achieves here will chart 
the course of his future career.

He stars as Ruben, the drummer for a metal band 
that, like many metal bands, cranks up the decibels 
to skull-shattering levels. While on tour, he’s with 
his girlfriend Lou (Olivia Cooke, wonderful), the 
band’s lead singer, when his hearing turns muffl ed. 
He can make out sounds, a trace of nearby conver-
sations, but nothing distinct. He visits a doctor who 
delivers shattering news: whether it be from playing 
in the band or past drug use, he now can only hear 

20 to 30 percent of the words uttered around him. 
The condition will not improve, but worsen. Cochle-
ar implants may help, but the cost through surgery, 
not covered by insurance, ranges from $40,000 to 
$80,000. When Lou fi nds out, she not only is devas-
tated, but terrifi ed for Ruben, that he might relapse 
into alcohol and heroin use. She calls his sponsor. 
He suggests Ruben visit a rural community for deaf, 
recovering addicts, one run by a Vietnam veteran, 
Joe (Raci), who lost his hearing in the war, and who 
is a recovering alcoholic.

Consider the bare bones of the story, and “Sound 
of Metal” could be a Lifetime Channel movie, where 
hearing loss equals phony inspirational uplift. But 
director Darius Marder, who wrote the script with 
his brother, Abraham, go for ultra-realism. This 
may be the fi rst movie to successfully reproduce 
what it is like for people who are deaf or suffering 
from hearing loss. The Marders take us into Ruben’s 
head where we hear what he is not able to hear, and 
it is devastating. An entire world of conversations 
from which Ruben is rapidly being excluded.

Ahmed plays Ruben as a man who’s life has been 

“Sound of Metal” Packs a Wallop as One of the Year’s Best
by Andrew Tallackson

Riz Ahmed stars as a man experiencing devastating hearing loss in “Sound of Metal,” now streaming on Amazon Prime.

★ ★ ★ ★
“Sound of Metal”

Running time: 120 minutes. Streaming on Amazon Prime. 

Rated R for language throughout and brief nude images

news:whether
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defi ned by music. His body language conveys some-
one always in motion, grooving to a hidden beat. 
And when the hearing loss hits, Ruben does not 
take it like a martyr. Ahmed unleashes anger at 
the world, the actor pouring everything he’s got into 
these scenes.

The beauty of the fi lm comes from Ruben’s grad-
ual transformation. The Marders cast real actors 
from the deaf community to play not just members 
of the rural facility, but also within a school affi li-
ated with it, including “Walking Dead” actress Lau-
ren Ridloff as an exceedingly patient teacher. And 
when Ruben fi nds the money to have the cochlear 
implant surgery, the ensuing conversation between 
him and Joe is the emotional centerpiece of the fi lm. 
Beautifully conceived, and performed by Raci with 
heartbreaking honesty and regret. Raci’s career has 
mostly been in television, but his work here is a rev-
elation: A man whose voice is carefully calibrated as 
a calming salve to the distressed.

Ultimately, “Sound of Metal” is about embrac-
ing the hand life deals you. You can crumble, or roll 
with the punches. What fate awaits Ruben? I won’t 
say, but the fi nal scene, in its own quiet way, is un-
believably powerful.

This is a remarkable fi lm.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

Paul Raci is extremely moving as a man who 
runs a rural community for deaf, recovering addicts.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
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by Andrew Tallackson

Season Three of “Cobra Kai” is thrilling, moving, 
soapy, campy, laugh-out-loud hilarious. By all ac-
counts, the best episodes to date.

When it launched in 2018 on YouTube Red, my 
fear was that “Cobra Kai” was cash-grab nostalgia: 
a shameless attempt to capitalize on our fondness 
for the “Karate Kid” movies. How delightful it was 
to be proven wrong.

The “Karate Kid” franchise was the equivalent 
of “Star Wars” to creators Josh Heald, Jon Hurwitz 
and Hayden Schlossberg. They knew it backwards 
and forwards. The characters. The locations. The 
fi ghts. Every minute detail.

What they’ve created with “Cobra Kai” honors the 
fi lms, but takes them a step further. It deepens the 
characters. Fleshes out their backstories. Reveals 
how the past often is doomed to repeat itself. And 
through the show’s secret weapon, William Zabka 
as Cobra Kai sensei Johnny Lawrence, the series 
is hysterically subversive in contrasting his stuck-
in-the ’80s mentality with the walking-on-eggshells 
squeamishness of the 21st century.

How Heald, Hurwitz and Schlossberg keep top-
ping themselves is a mystery, but we remain grate-
ful they haven’t lost sight of the soul of the show, 
which now is available on Netfl ix.

The Season 2 cliffhanger was a doozy, with sum-
mer-long tensions among students of warring do-
jos (karate studios) — Johnny’s Cobra Kai and the 
rebirth of Miyagi-Do by Daniel LaRusso (Ralph 
Macchio) — erupting in a showdown of apocalyp-
tic proportions at school. Amid the ruckus, Johnny’s 
prized student, Miguel (Xolo Maridueña), suffered a 
near-fatal back injury that placed him a coma.

Hospital scenes structured around coma patients 
are a soap-opera staple, complete with shots of the 
comatose patient and grieving family. But “Cobra 
Kai” isn’t interested in milking these scenes for syr-
upy sentiment. It uses the fi rst few episodes to wrap 
up Season 2 loose ends:
• Johnny’s son Robby (Tanner Buchanan), on the 

run after causing Miguel’s injuries.
• Daniel’s struggling auto dealership, which takes 

a hit after the students’ brawl, his daughter Sam 
(Mary Mouser), being one of the key players. 
Tensions between the students themselves, from 
Hawk (Jacob Bertrand) to Demetri (Gianni De-
cenz), are at an all-time high.

• The fractured allegiances within Cobra Kai, with 
Johnny kicked out by his former mentor, John 
Kreese, played with snarling pit bull effi ciency by 
Martin Kove.
Again, all of this sounds like daytime-soap mate-

rial. In fact, a criticism of “Cobra Kai” is that scenes 
involving the students play out like teen soap op-
era. However, as any parent of a teen-ager will tell 
you, their lives are soap operas. Lacking the context 
and perspective of adulthood, every crisis, setback 
or social-media dis is cause for meltdown. So in that 
respect, the behavior of “Cobra Kai’s” teens is on the 
money. 

What I love about the show, though, is its intel-
ligence. The scripts are uncommonly sharp, smart 
in the ways adults let what happens in high school 
chart the course for their existence as adults, and 
how spouses can cut through the BS to offer the 
right perspective — Courtney Henggeler as Daniel’s 
wife Amanda remains a comic fi recracker. The show 
reveals how villains like Kreese weren’t always bad, 
but troubled souls steered in the wrong direction.

The show also gives Zabka, as Johnny, the best 
dialogue. The actor has impeccable comic timing. 
He’s deadpan perfection. Johnny, it seems, never left 
the ’80s. He assumes what worked then still applies 

to today. Back in Season One, when a student tells 
Johnny he’s “on the spectrum,” Johnny’s reply is, “I 
don’t know what that is...but get off of it.” In Season 
3, one of his solutions to helping Miguel walk again 
is compiling a list that includes LSD and reaching 
out to Tony Robbins.

The real treat of Season 3 is how it brings back 
key characters from the movies. The emotional core 
of this season is Daniel’s trip to Okinawa to get a 
major automotive company back in his dealership’s 
good graces. Okinawa, if you recall, was the home of 
Mr. Miyagi, and where Daniel fell in love with the 
lovely Kumiko (Tamlyn Tomita), all while sparring 
with local scumbag Chozen Toguchi (Yuji Okumoto). 
Tomita (“The Joy Luck Club”) is back as Kumiko, 
and at 54, she is as lovely as ever, offering Daniel 
a tour through the Americanized aspects of Okina-
wa. She also provides Daniel with letters written 
by Mr. Miyagi and his former love that, for true-
blue “Karate Kid” fans, will reduce them to blubber-
ing messes. Even Okumoto returns as  Chozen, yet 

Season 3 of “Cobra Kai” is the Best Yet

Daniel LaRusso (Ralph Macchio, left) and Johnny Lawrence (William Zabka) are still at odds in Season 3 of “Cobra Kai,” now streaming on Netfl ix.

Tamlyn Tomita returns as Kumiko, a character that fi rst 
appeared in “The Karate Kid Part II.”

the confrontations between the two do not resolve 
themselves as we anticipate. In fact, they show a 
maturity uncommon for streaming television. Heck, 
for any television these days.

For Johnny, “Cobra Kai” has emphasized how 
he never recovered from his breakup with Ali Mills 
(Elisabeth Shue), how his heart still belongs to her 
all these years later. By the time this review goes 
to print, it is fair to say the spoilers will already 
have appeared online. Shue is back in Season 3, and 
it is everything you could want from Ali’s return. 
Shue — my fi rst major crush, after Princess Leia, 
of course — looks amazing at 57, and she radiates 
beauty, charm and intelligence. She’s still got it, and 
the dinner scene that features Ali, Daniel, Johnny 
and Amanda is priceless: full circle for characters 
linked by what happened in high school.

The Season Three fi nale builds to another show-
down — here’s to hoping the LaRussos have good 
homeowners insurance — but the fi nal scene, which 
opens the door to Season Four, is downright epic.

Then again, that’s the drawback of binge televi-
sion. When it’s done right and done well, and we 
devour a series in a matter of days, the wait time for 
what comes next is excruciating.

Season 4 of “Cobra Kai” can’t get here soon 
enough.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com 

Coming Soon
Editor Drew Tallackson’s picks for the best TV 

shows of 2020 on Jan. 28, and the best movies of 
2020 on Feb. 4
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Could it be we embrace “Wonder Woman 1984” so 
wholeheartedly because we crave an escapist anti-
dote to 2020? Or maybe it’s that director Patty Jen-
kins, star Gal Gadot and everyone involved in the 
picture went the extra mile.

Whatever the reason, “Wonder Woman 1984,” 
now in theaters and on 
HBO Max, is grand enter-
tainment: a sequel with 
humor, action and emotion. 
This is proof Gadot’s Diana 
Prince and her super-hero 
alter-ego have plenty of life 
in them.

Take, for instance, the 
exhilarating opening se-
quence, a fl ashback to Di-
ana’s youth on Themyscira, 
where we see her engaged 
in an Olympic-like competi-
tion against older Amazons. 
With Diana constantly on 
the run, the images have a 
fl uid, intoxicating pull, ele-
vated by visually ingenious 
challenges and a magnifi -
cent, choral-like anthem 
by composer Hans Zimmer. 
But the race has less to do 
with Diana triumphing and 
more so with her learning a 
key lesson from her mother, 
Queen Hippolyta (Connie 
Nielsen): “No hero is born 
from lies.”

Skip ahead to 1984, and 
Diana is working as an an-
thropologist at the Smith-
sonian Institute in Wash-
ington, D.C., where two key 
players enter the story. One is frumpy, mousy Bar-
bara Minerva (Kristen Wiig), a colleague who yearns 
to be like Diana: bolder, more assertive. The other 
is businessman Maxwell Lord, played by The Man-
dalorian himself, Pedro Pascal, who sets his sights 
on a chunk of rock known as the “Dreamstone,” ob-
tained through an FBI raid of a local jewelry store.

We see elements of the raid earlier in the fi lm as 
Wonder Woman swings into action at a shopping 
mall. The sequence is standard comic-book action, 
designed to remind us how much arse our hero can 
kick, but it’s also evidence of how Gadot and Jen-
kins, as director and co-writer, know how to tweak 
these tropes. The payoff is a sly, girl-power wink be-
tween Wonder Woman and a young girl in awe of a 
woman silencing male threats.

We admire, too, how the fi lm handles Pascal’s 
cheeky Maxwell Lord. Again, a standard comic-book 
groaner: the megalomaniac out to rule the world. 
But Pascal, who is having one heck of a year with 
this fi lm and Season 2 of “The Mandalorian,” cre-
ates an intriguing bad guy. The “Dreamstone” has 

the power to grant wish-
es. Whatever the person 
asks, that is what he/she 
receives. It is a Pando-
ra’s box of complications: 
the old “be careful what 
you wish for” scenario. 
Maxwell, whose requests 
grow bolder, and far 
more dangerous, starts 
to crack at the seams. 
Watching Pascal’s villain 
unravel is fascinating, 
especially as Maxwell 
balances his own wants 
over responsibilities to 
his young son. That con-
fl ict humanizes the char-
acter so he’s not just a 
disposable villain.

Wiig’s Barbara? Not 
as compelling. Evolving 
into “Cheetah,” Barbara 
symbolizes a power grab 
gone wrong, confusing 
cruelty with power. The 
script, however, doesn’t 
give Wiig the dialogue, 
or presence, to effective-
ly chew the scenery.

How the fi lm han-
dles the return of Steve 
Trevor (Chris Pine), 
who perished at the end 

of the fi rst fi lm, is handled well – some call it a lazy 
contrivance, I say it works in the context of the sto-
ry – and we also see Jenkins, as director, concocting 
marvelous imagery. There is major moviemaking 
here, from the gorgeous sights of Diana and Steve 
fl ying through a July 4th celebration, to a dynamite 
chase sequence in Egypt: cleverly choreographed, 
with stunt work honoring “Raiders of the Lost Ark.”

The success of “Wonder Woman 1984,” though, 
rests with whether we still embrace Gadot. We do. 
Boy, do we ever. She invests so much energy, heart 
and good cheer into the role, it’s fair to say, as long 
as future adventures do her justice, we’ll follow this 
character anywhere.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Gadot Remains Super Hero Worth Cheering in “Wonder Woman 1984”
by Andrew Tallackson

Gal Gadot is still a winning presence in “Wonder Woman 1984.”

★ ★ ★
“Wonder Woman 1984”

Running time: 151 minutes. In theaters and on HBO Max. 

Rated PG-13 for sequences of action and violence.

1/2
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“Soul” is Pixar at its most ambitious. Not only are 
its main characters African American – a fi rst for 
the computer-animation giant – but it explores one 
man’s quest for self-fulfi llment.

The result: unanimous acclaim from audiences 
and critics. 

I liked half the movie. Cue the booing.
Streaming on Disney+, 

“Soul” opens in a middle-
school band room, with 
teacher Joe Gardner 
(voiced by Jamie Foxx) 
stuck in a rut. And, the 
lack of enthusiasm from 
his students will put a 
smile on the faces of any-
one who has taught mu-
sic to teens.

Let’s talk about the an-
imation here, too. Pixar 
has made computer ani-
mation an art form for so 
long, we take it for grant-
ed. But here, we are re-
minded of Pixar’s genius. 
The band room is rich in 
detail, the color palate 
a blend of reds, browns 
and yellows. There also 
is a stark clarity: Every 
student feels like a liv-
ing, breathing creation.

Soon after school, Joe 
gets his big break. A for-
mer student invites him 
to play piano for jazz 
great Dorothea Williams 
(voiced by a hilariously 
droll Angela Bassett). The 
moment Joe plays with 
the group is a celebration 
of the liberating freedom of jazz. The animation is 
astonishing, right down to the image of Joe’s hands 
at the piano, a precise approximation of the real 
thing. It is marvelous work.

His head in the clouds, Joe glides through the 
streets, happy...until he falls into a manhole. He 
fi nds himself headed to the “Great Beyond,” a 
“stairway to heaven” of sorts envisioned in black 
and white and rivaling the majesty of Stanley Ku-
brick’s “2001: A Space Odyssey.”

Then, my heart sank.
Joe lands in the “Great Before,” where counsel-

ors prep unborn souls for life on Earth. Here, the 
great and mighty Pixar fi nds itself on autopilot. 
“The Great Before” looks, sounds and feels exactly 

like “Inside Out,” Pixar’s 2015 triumph about the 
emotions within a girl breaking free from the inno-
cence of childhood. Maybe it is no coincidence Pete 
Docter directed and co-wrote both fi lms, but “Soul” 
stops being daring and slips into its comfort zone. 
Save for counselors who curiously resemble Picasso 
paintings, we’ve seen this world before.

Joe’s journey within 
the “Great Before” has 
him meet 22, an unborn 
soul whose cynicism has 
trapped her in limbo. The 
character is voiced by Tina 
Fey. I happen to be a huge 
fan. Fey could read a tax 
audit and invest sly snark 
into it. But her whiny di-
alogue gets old, and you 
have to wonder why a fi lm, 
which celebrates jazz as 
the musical embodiment of 
the African-American ex-
perience, devotes so much 
of itself to Joe making 22 
happy before himself.

The movie does return 
to the present, with 22 
accidentally landing in 
Joe’s body and Joe into an 
oversized cat. Scenes in 
a barber shop, and in the 
clothing store owned by 
Joe’s mother (voiced by the 
great Phylicia Rashad), re-
store the heart of “Soul,” 
although each time it fl ips 
back to the “Great Before,” 
the momentum stalls.

Finally, we arrive at a 
moment of greatness. Joe, 
with 22’s soul inside him, 

sitting on a porch step. Appreciating life’s simple 
gifts. It is one of the most delicately moving se-
quences Pixar has achieved. Ever. A Zen moment 
carried out with the lush inspiration of Pixar’s bril-
liant animators. From there, the fi lm maintains the 
right note to the fi nish.

As an adult, especially one who unexpectedly 
contracted COVID-19 late last year, the message of 
“Soul” hits home. Every moment in life is a gift. No 
arguing with that. I adored that aspect of the fi lm.

But the “Great Before?” Eh...
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

The Beacher: Your Guide to Arts & Entertainment!

“Soul” Finds Pixar Achieving Brilliance...And Sliding Into Its Comfort Zone
by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★ ★
“Soul”

Running time: 100 minutes. Streaming on Disney+. 

Rated PG for thematic elements and some language

Joe (voiced by Jamie Foxx) has a moment of clarity in “Soul,” 
now streaming on Disney+.
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   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Up to 50% Off Through Jan. 31
Closed Every February

Closed Tuesdays

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Michigan City Lions Club presents a donation of books and a check for 
needed equipment to the Edgewood Elementary School Speech and 
Hearing Department. Pictured are: front row, Lori Jones, Speech and 
Hearing Department, a student, Jerry, and Lion DeNita Ton. The back 
row is: Susan Baldwin, Speech and Hearing Department, Lion Nancy 

Hawkins and Club President Irene Rosevear.

Making a Difference Harbor Country Hikers
Leaders in nature preservation and related areas 

is the focus of a Harbor Country Hikers Zoom pre-
sentation at 7 p.m. EDT Thursday, Jan. 14.

Staff with Fernwood Botanical Garden & Nature 
Preserve’s Sims Education Center created “The 
Greats: Leaders in Conservation, Botany and Ex-
ploration.” It memorializes 55 environmentalists, 
preservationists, botanists and nature illustrators. 

Fernwood Executive Director Carol Line leads 
the Zoom discussion on a selection of their lives and 
work. Some of the “Greats” are well known, like Ra-
chel Carson, whose “Silent Spring” is credited with 
starting the modern environmental movement. 
Others are lesser known, like John and William 
Bartram, father-and-son botanists who explored 
the American colonies in pre-Revolutionary times.

The program also includes Peter Rabbit author 
Beatrix Potter, who contributed to the study of 
mushrooms and was an important fi gure in land 
conservation in Britain.

Visit www.harborcountryhikers.com/events or 
email questions to harborcountryhikers@gmail.com  
for a link to join the presentation. 

Bridgman Public Library
Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library will host a Zoom 

presentation with Marney Rich Keenan about her 
book, The Snow Killings, at 6 p.m. EDT Tuesday, 
Jan. 19.

Keenan will discuss her investigation and the 
comprehensive examination of one of the oldest un-
solved serial murder cases in the country.  The Zoom 
link will be available on www.bridgmanlibrary.com.

The library is located at 4460 Lake St.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com/events
mailto:harborcountryhikers@gmail.com
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
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Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach
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REAL PIZZA
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

Michigan City Public Library
The library is open, but with restrictions in place.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday. 

There is no public seating. The library also follows 
LaPorte County Health Department’s Public Health 
Order Face Covering Mandate by requiring masks 
inside the building. Every individual must wear a 
face covering over his/her nose and mouth at indoor 
areas open to the public. The circulation and refer-
ence desks will have masks available for $1.

The following services have been temporarily 
suspended: public programs and meetings; literacy 
tutoring; MakerSpace/3-D printing; study rooms; 
homebound service; interlibrary loan; puppets; puz-
zles; blocks and children’s AWE computers in Youth 
Services; Ellison die cut machine; public faxing; mi-
crofi lm use; magazine/book sale; and acceptance of 
donations.

Access is limited to the computer lab: One session 
(up to one hour) per person per day is allowed. Due 
to social-distancing guidelines, only one person at 
a station at a time. Children are not allowed in the 
computer lab with parents/guardians.

One computer is reserved for genealogy research, 
with time limited to one hour per person per day.

Four charging tables allow a limit of 30 minutes 
per use (no seating is available at these stations).

WiFi is available throughout the building and ex-
terior/parking lot.

The following virtual programming is scheduled: 
• The Online Graphic Novel Club returns Jan. 14 

with a Goodreads review of Alex Sanchez’s You 
Brought Me the Ocean. The Podcast release is 
Jan. 21 and the Zoom meetup is Jan. 28. Contact 
Jonathan at (219) 873-3045 or email YSonline@
mclib.org to register.

• Make an MLK crown and Freedom Bel on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, Jan. 18. The activities are 
free and available at Youth Services.

• Tinkercad begins Jan. 18. The online workshop 
allows children to design 3-D creations and print 
for free. Registration is required at https://forms.
gle/P3eggy4urdEg9CQ8 or call (219) 873-3045 
and ask for Mr. Dave. 

• Craft kits are available weekly. Children can 
make a photo album, with all supplies available.  
Children also can pick up a “Crow Kit.” Available 
now is “Cool Critters and Waddling Penguins.”
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 

Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

Classifi ed Ads Do the Trick!
Call us at (219) 879-0088

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
https://forms
http://www.mclib.org
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Let Us Turn Your Dream
Kitchen into Reality!

The Kitchen & Bath Specialists
Providing Quality Craftsmanship for Over 30 Years.

Serving Michiana Communities. Free Estimates.

SchanderRemodeling.com Call 219-561-1188

Lilly Scholarship Recipients
Reese Attar of Michigan City High School and 

Jillian Maudlin from LaPorte High School are the 
2021 LaPorte County Lilly Endowment Community 
Scholars.

Attar will graduate from MCHS with an aca-
demic honors diploma, having tak-
en advanced placement, dual credit 
and honors courses. She has shown 
strong work ethic through her ex-
tracurriculars, work and volunteer 
activities. She has been on student 
council, varsity girls’ soccer and ten-
nis programs for four years, serving 
in emerging leadership roles. She’s 
also been involved with Children’s 
International Summer Villages as a 
board member for three years, trav-
eling across the world and coordinating national 
service projects.

Maudlin will graduate from LPHS with an ac-
ademic honors diploma, having 
taken dual credit, honors and ad-
vanced-placement level courses. 
She has shown strong leadership 
and mentorship as co-founder and 
president of the Slicer Mentor Club, 
and her work with LaPorte Home-
work Helpers, Leo Club and YMCA 
Advocacy Board. She’s been highly 
involved with Academic Decathlon, 
Principal’s Advisory Council, Sci-
ence Olympiad and Spell Bowl.

As part of the scholarship program, Attar and 
Maudlin will receive four-year, full-tuition schol-
arships to an accredited public or private Indiana 
college or university of their choice, and an annual 
$900 stipend for required books and equipment.

Unity Foundation received more than 50 applica-
tions from students. They were judged on academ-
ic achievement, service to others, extracurricular 
activities and, to a lesser extent, fi nancial need. A 
committee of LaPorte County residents reviewed 
the applications, not knowing the names until after 
the fi nalists were selected.

The 12 fi nalists were interviewed and nominees 
submitted to Independent Colleges of Indiana Inc. 
for the fi nal selection. The 10 remaining fi nalists 
each receive $2,000 in scholarships from Unity and 
are eligible to apply to Unity’s county-wide scholar-
ship program.

Attar

Maudlin

Have a story idea for us?
Call (219) 879-0088 or 

email drew@thebeacher.com

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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CLEAN & SHINE SERVICES
Experience the Difference 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

300 Arthur Street D 
Michigan City, IN 46360

Fully Insured

Cell 574-440-4816

Office 219-809-9359

• Professional 
• Experienced

Weekly - Monthly 
Bi-Weekly - One Time

SERVICES: Carpet & Upholstery
Tile & Grout & VCT • Windows & Gutters
Pressure Washing • Dryer Vent • Wood Floors 
Area Rugs • Mattresses • Boat & RV 
Hard Floors • Carpet Stretching • Janitorial
Home & Building Maintenance

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360  

“Open 7 Days”  
219-878-1720 Store 

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

WOOD CHIPSALES

Fernwood Botanical Garden
• Live Stream Yoga from 10-11:15 a.m. EDT 

Fridays and Wednesdays through February.
Deirdre leads weekly sessions to bolster immuni-

ty through stretching and meditative movement set 
in Fernwood’s Winter Gardens.  If unable to attend 
the live-stream session, email Deirdre (dguthrie@
fernwoodbotanical.org) for a Zoom link. 

Visit https://spore-studios.com/yoga/ for more in-
formation and to register.

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve 
is located at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Dunes Geocache Adventure — Open House 
Meet & Greet Local Geocachers from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 16.

Any level of geocacher can participate, with games 
and prizes offered. Details are at www.geocaching.
com, then search zip code 46304 for the event page. 
Pre-registration is required. Participants should 
take a GPS unit or cell phone geocaching app. 

• Snowshoe Rentals are available at the Na-
ture Center.

Snowshoeing is offered as long as 6 inches of 
snow is on the ground. A driver’s license is needed, 
and the cost is $5 for the day. (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) Call 
the Nature Center to ask about snow conditions.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

Indiana Dunes National Park
Snowshoes are available for free checkout from 9 

a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily, with at least a 2-inch snow 
base required, at The Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education.

Snowshoe sizes are available for kids and adults. 
They can be used to explore the three-mile-long 
Miller Woods trail system that leads visitors on an 
easy to moderate hike through oak savanna and 
dune habitats. Inside the Douglas Center are exhib-
its, a live animal display and “Nature Backpacks” 
stocked with supplies and nature guides. Wear a 
face covering when inside the center and maintain 
social distancing on the trails. 

❑

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for additional 
information.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.geocaching
http://www.nps.gov/indu
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

Opening April 15: 2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

• Bethany Lutheran Church, 102 G St., LaPorte, 
1-6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19.

• St. John Kanty, 7012 N. County Road 600 East, 
Rolling Prairie, 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19.

• Eaton Chiropractic, 8690 Pahs Road, Michigan 
City, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 20.

Donors must be in good general health and feeling 
well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

Local Woman Wins Memorial Award
Save the Dunes has awarded Michigan City’s 

Shannon Eason with its Paul H. Douglas Memorial 
Award.

The annual honor goes to individuals who aim to 
preserve and protect the Indiana 
Dunes. It pays tribute to Illinois 
Sen. Paul H. Douglas, who helped 
establish Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore despite bitter opposition 
from the steel industry, Indiana 
businesses and elected offi cials.

Eason, who has a long history of 
environmental leadership, has col-
laborated on many projects with 
Save the Dunes, Indiana Dunes 
National Park and other regional 
conservation organizations. 

The assistant park superintendent for Michi-
gan City Parks & Recreation, her work involves 
maintaining the ecological integrity of the dune 
landscape and restoration projects. That is accom-
plished by removing invasive species from natural 
areas and incorporating native plants, permeable 
pavement and other sustainable practices in city 
landscaping.

Eason played a crucial role in developing and in-
stalling “Save Our Dunes and Stay on Designated 
Paths” signage, as well as the addition of beach 
mats on access paths to reduce environmental im-
pacts of recreational use.

She manages Michigan City’s Singing Sands Trail 
Project, one of the latest additions to the Marquette 
Trail that has been in development across the re-
gion for years.

Visit www.savedunes.org or www.facebook.com/
savedunes/ for more details.

Eason

http://www.savedunes.org
http://www.facebook.com/
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DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“Big Enough To Serve You…
Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

PEO Supports Local Shelter

Members of Philanthropic Educational Organization Chapter BR have 
supported Interfaith Community Shelter by collecting needed items from 
a wish list. The shelter, located in the old Sacred Heart Church on West 
Eighth Street, provides overnight shelter, and dinner and breakfast, to 

homeless men and women.

Leeds Project Heart
Leeds Public House, 401 Franklin St., will host a 

longer Leeds Project Heart that continues through 
February.

Fifty percent of proceeds from a special cocktail 
will support Giant Paw Prints Rescue, a Westville-
based nonprofi t that spotlights larger breeds by 
helping them fi nd new homes.

Visit www.leedspublichouse.com for more details.

Foundation Grants Total $4.6M
Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte has awarded 

$4,628,036 in grants to projects and programs that 
improve health and wellness. 

HFL is a nonprofi t, independent, private foun-
dation that emphasizes living healthy and well in 
and around LaPorte, specifi cally to become one of 
Indiana’s Top 10 healthiest communities by 2030. 
Initially funded in March 2016 from sale proceeds of 
LaPorte Hospital, the organization has contributed 
more than $17 million to projects and initiatives 
since 2017.

The latest funding supports: COVID-19 emer-
gency grants; personal protective equipment; AEDs; 
capacity building efforts; Partners in Prevention 
(school-based prevention), including technical assis-
tance to schools and program evaluation; and stra-
tegic and responsive grants made through HFL’s 
two grant cycles. HFL’s strategic grants make an 
impact in one of its three board-approved strategic 
focus areas of “Healthy Children,” “Healthy Minds” 
or “Healthy Living.” 

In 2020, HFL awarded grants to 42 LaPorte 
County organizations delivering 67 projects and 
programs.

Salvation Army Exceeds Goal
The Salvation Army of Michigan City exceeded 

its 2020 holiday season campaign goal, raising 112 
percent of the $200,000 goal.

With its “Rescue Christmas” theme, the cam-
paign collected $224,608.99 since the kick-off. The 
Salvation Army sets a goal every Christmas season 
that raises money through red kettles, online/mail-
in donations and sponsorships. The funds help local 
families during the holidays, but also The Salvation 
Army to operate throughout the year.

This year, nearly 700 families received holiday as-
sistance with food and toys, including more than 1,200 
children. In addition, approximately 400 meals were 
distributed Thanksgiving Day. Also supported by do-
nations through the Christmas campaign are a year-
round food pantry, diaper bank, utility assistance, 
weekend backpack feeding program, youth summer 
camp and Pathway of Hope case management.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.leedspublichouse.com
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NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN

(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz

Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 30 years in business

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
Jan. 14 — Michigan City Public Library Online 

Graphic Novel Club, Goodreads review of Alex San-
chez’s You Brought Me the Ocean. Podcast release: 
Jan. 21, Zoom meetup: Jan. 28. Info: Jonathan @ 
(219) 873-3045, registration: YSonline@mclib.org

Jan. 16 — Dunes Geocache Adventure — Open 
House Meet & Greet Local Geocachers, 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 18 — MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.’S 
BIRTHDAY.

Jan. 18 — Purdue University Northwest Martin 
Luther King Jr. virtual ceremony, 8:30-9:45 a.m. 
Link: YouTube.com/PurdueNorthwest. Info: www.
pnw.edu/mlk-celebration

Jan. 18 — Michigan City Public Library Craft: 
MLK Crown & Freedom Bell for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. Free, supplies @ Youth Services. Info: 
(219) 873-3049.

Jan. 18 — Michigan City Public Library online 
Tinkercad begins. Registration: (219) 873-3045,  
https://forms.gle/P3eggy4urdEg9CQ8 

In the Region
Jan. 14 — Harbor Country Hikers Zoom 

presentation, “The Greats: Leaders in 
Conservation, Botany and Exploration,” 7 p.m. 
EDT. Info: www.harborcountryhikers.com/events, 
harborcountryhikers@gmail.com 

Jan. 14-16 — Art Barn School of Art three-
day virtual workshop, “Abstracting Nature,” 
1-4 p.m. Cost: $250/person. Registration: www.
artbarnschool.org.

Through Jan. 16, 2021 — “Series 6,” annual 
holiday Berrien Artist Guild exhibit, Box Factory for 
the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich.  Viewing 
hours: noon-4 p.m. EST Fri.-Sun. Info: (269) 449-
2167, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

Jan. 19 — Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library Zoom 
presentation, Marney Rich Keenan’s The Snow Kill-
ings, 6 p.m. EDT. Zoom link: www.bridgmanlibrary.
com

Fridays and Wednesdays through February
— Live Stream Yoga, 10-11:15 a.m. EDT. Through 
Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 
13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Info: https://
spore-studios.com/yoga/

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:YSonline@mclib.org
http://www.pnw.edu/mlk-celebration
http://www.pnw.edu/mlk-celebration
https://forms.gle/P3eggy4urdEg9CQ8
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com/events
mailto:harborcountryhikers@gmail.com
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
http://www.bridgmanlibrary
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community 

theater and as church worship team keyboardist. 
Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.

BUSINESS SERVICES
CLOROX WIPES, INFRARED THERMOMETERS – FIRME’S

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003. 
Michigan City store temporarily closed – (219) 874-3455.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

New Special: presidential, political and biographical books, 50% off. Also, 
check our weekly in-store specials.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
Michiana Stay At Home Services provides the community an invalu-
able service. Your well-being and health are our priority. During this time 
of uncertainty, everyone could use extra care. We go beyond delivering 
perishables. We offer an array of services for you and your loved ones, 

such as shopping, food and supply delivery, errand running, cleaning and 
organizing, as well as art therapy. Fully insured. Please contact us today! 

Call (219) 379-6189 or email michianaservices219@gmail.com 
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 14 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. 
Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, 
deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free esti-

mate. (219) 229-0034
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com

A Touch of OCD House Cleaning is ready to fill your cleaning needs 
24/7. We understand it is difficult to hire services that are usually only  

active during the normal business hours when you are working second- 
and third-shift hours. We would love to accommodate you at your conve-
nience. We do rentals, deep cleans, standard routine cleans and move-
ins and move outs. We have references upon request. Please visit our 
facebook page  @OCDHouseClean and call us at (219) 380-7688.  

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
LLOYD’S – DUNES SERVICES

Roofing • Painting • Tree Removal • Stump/brush removal
Gutter guards-cleaning • Power washing • Raking • All home repairs

Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.
Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321
WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • Garage Organizer
• Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years exp.

We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 

anything. No job too big or too small!
KIP HOLLINGSHEAD

Get your winter projects done so you’re ready for summer!
*All your construction needs*

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Contractor in your area.
Call: (219) 210-8499 • Email: kjh.5@sbcglobal.net

Interior & Exterior Repairs
Painting, staining, guaranteed roof repairs, deck & fence repairs. 

30-years experience. Bob: (219) 400-0455
Text for fastest response

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Closed Until March 1.

Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:michianaservices219@gmail.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:callpaul4321@gmail.com
mailto:kjh.5@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
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Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, 

weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.
Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in 

RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 
the beauty of their outdoor design. 

Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small 

tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
FOR SALE

Lovable Siberian male/female pups: born 12/11/20.
Please call (219) 879-2364 if seriously interested.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, 3BR open-layout home 

near beach: available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available Jan.-May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

 Stop 27 Rental available February-March 2021. 3BR/2.5BA. A/C, W/D, 
library, sunroom, fully furnished. $2,200/mo + utilities + deposit. 30-day 

minimum. No pets/smokers. View at bit.ly/lb_rental. 
Email LBrental@snouffer.net

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Greenwood Cemetery plots for sale. Northwest corner, Section C, 

block 15, plots 1-6. Upon entrance to cemetery, turn left at circle, first left, 
plots are in the section on the right. $1,500 per plot. 

If interested, call (708) 269-9717.
Cemetery plot at Swan Lake Memorial Gardens.

$800. Call (219) 778-2793

MACU Donates to LP Foundation 

Members Advantage Credit Union recently donated $500 to the NewDay 
Foundation of LaPorte. The organization helps cancer patients as they 
struggle with treatment. NewDay delivers “Bags of Hope” to fi rst-time 

chemotherapy and radiation patients, as well as new teddy bears, color-
ing books and crayons, and reading/activity books to children at local 
hospitals. Pictured are (from left) MACU President Frank Beachnau, 
NewDay Foundation CFO Dennis Fischer and NewDay Foundation 

CEO Katrina Langford.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or have 

issues with delivery, please contact us immediately 
so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, or 
visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “delivery” 
link on the top black bar. From there, you can let us 
know any issue or concerns.

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:LBrental@snouffer.net
http://www.thebeacher.com
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The books just kept coming at hyper speed last 
year! Fifty book reviews just couldn’t cover all the 
great reading available. My choices covered a lot of 
subjects: love and sacrifi ce, murder and revenge, 
black comedy and social issues. As I do every Janu-
ary, here is a recap of my 10 favorite books from the 
past year.

Cilka’s Journey by Heather Morris — This his-
torical fi ction is based on the life 
story of Cilka, a Czech Jew. She 
survived the Nazi camp at Aus-
chwitz in World War II, only to be 
sent to Siberia after a wrongful con-
viction of being a Nazi collaborator. 
Her strength of character shines 
through her life of starvation, rape 
and hard labor. Like me, you will 
cry for Cilka, it’s impossible not to.

The Women of Copper Coun-
try by Mary Doria Russell — More historical fi c-
tion, this time in the early days of 
the 20th century in the upper pen-
insula of Michigan. The men spend 
their days down in the copper mines 
while the women raise the children 
and dread the horn that signals an 
accident usually leading to some-
one’s death. Annie Clements is an-
other woman with strength of char-
acter, and a driving force for the 
union the men so desperately need.

The Operator by Gretchen Berg —  This book 
shows you how small-town living can really crowd 
in on you! There’s humor, love and a lot of confusion 
in this nostalgic look at life in the 1950s when oper-
ators handled all telephone calls and, yes, listened 
in on them, too! Operator Vivian Dalton makes fun 
of snooty Betty Miller, but the call she hears Bet-
ty receive will change Vivian’s life…until another 
piece of information may put the ball in her court.

Darling Rose Gold by Stephanie Wrobel —  “…
some of us cannot forget and will nev-
er forgive. We keep our axes sharp, 
ready to grind.” This dark comedy 
will make you wonder whether the 
feud between Rose Gold Watts and 
her mother, Patty Watts, will end 
in a stand-off or a murder. Who is 
the better person — maybe neither? 
But the answer doesn’t come until 
the very end.

Winter Counts by David Heska Wanbli Wei-
den — This modern-day story of Native Americans 
provides a gritty, non-nonsense look at growing up 

native in America today. It follows Virgil Wounded 
Horse, the reservation “fi xer.” When the feds won’t 
help and the tribal police can’t help, he’s the go-to 
man — but at what price to Virgil? Especially when 
his nephew is charged with drug dealing.

August by Callan Wink— August is the name of 
a boy growing up on a dairy farm in 
middle Michigan with his parents, 
Bonnie and Dar, and follows August 
from boyhood to manhood. There’s 
a gritty reality and honesty here, a 
genuineness that transcends other 
coming-of-age stories. It’s thorough-
ly engaging, with characters that 
jump off the pages. Look for more 
from this author.

The Book of Lost Friends 
by Lisa Wingate — This is historical fi ction at its 
fi nest. After the Civil War, a Missouri newspaper 
printed letters from former slaves trying to connect 
family members that slave traders tore apart for so 
many years. In the 21st century, these stories will 
resonate with a school teacher trying to help the 
students in her small Louisiana town to reach their 
potential.

Cardiff, By the Sea by Joyce Carol Oates — The 
indomitable Ms Oates is back with 
four short stories about women fac-
ing situations they could never have 
imagined —  are they dreams or do 
they signal madness? How do they 
cope? There’s your husband’s dead 
ex-wife talking to you in the wind, a 
feral cat as some phantom guardian 
angel, and more — lots to absorb.

Survivor Song by Paul Trem-
blay — This is my sci-fi  pick for the year. So scary, 
and so realistic. You will be physically exhausted 
and mentally thrilled after reading this story of two 
women’s drive to survive and bring a child into a 
world gone slightly mad.

A Time for Mercy by John Grisham — This 
story is as good as Grisham gets. 
Back to Mississippi where lawyer 
Jake Brigance must defend a teen 
who killed the man abusive to his 
mother — a hard case, especially 
when the man is a respected police-
man and the county is screaming 
for a death sentence.

❑

A lot of exciting books are arriv-
ing in the coming weeks, and I can’t 
wait to share them with you. Till next time, happy 
reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

DYER 

2br/1.1ba / $179,900
Giorgios Karayannis • 219.805.6754 

408Swan2-D.info

LAKE STATION 

3br/1ba / $129,000
Nancy Keeler • 219.313.5003 

2729WayneStreet.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

2br/1ba / $90,000
Mike & Rudy Conner • 219.898.0708 

111SWoodland.info

PLYMOUTH 

2br/1.1ba / $249,000
Lora Schmitt • 219.575.2412 

15596CookLake.info

CROWN POINT 

3br/1.1ba / $227,900
Georgeann Weisman • 708.439.7199 

 1544W99ThAvenue.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

4br/3ba / $425,000
Jordan Gallas • 219.861.3659 
405ECoolspringAvenue.info

LAPORTE 

4br/2ba / $274,000
Andrew Harrell • 312.998.9379 

1504MichiganAveLP.info 

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/2.1ba / $595,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012 

1660N500.info

LAPORTE 

2br/2ba / $399,000
Karrie McCorkel • 219.898.1009 

3002WPalmerAvenue.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360
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We know the lake market! Our office locations have been around for over 100 years. Give us a call for

a free Market Analysis (CMA) with no obligations to see what your home is worth! Our highly
qualified and trained agents have experience, knowledge and . Our goal

is to make your real estate experience as as possible!

1401 Lake Shore Drive | 219-874-5209. 3100 Lake Shore Drive | 219-872-1432

@MTMRealty


