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Living the Artistic Life
by Linda Weigel

Editor’s note — This is the latest in an ongoing series that profi les women artists in the region.

“Art does not reproduce what we see. It makes us see.” — Paul Klee

Laura Krentz says she values having been surrounded by art all her life.

Laura Krentz creates art that re-
minds us of the beauty of the sur-
rounding world. Art that is based on 
a life fully immersed in the creative 
spirit.

Her range of talents spans the mu-
sical, 3-D metal works, art conser-
vation, art education and plein air 
paintings. Born in LaPorte, her par-
ents, Bob and Gerree Zimmermann, 
moved here from Oak Park, Ill., after 
World War II. Along with fi ve sib-
lings, she grew up in a busy, highly 
creative household. Hers was a home 
that valued the performing arts and 
visual arts.

“My father loved acting and had 
a wonderful singing voice,” she said. 
“After retiring, he began painting in 
watercolors and created some great 
works.”

Each of her fi ve siblings displayed 
creative talents as well. Ginna was 
a singer, actress and songwriter and 
Judy an excellent seamstress, knitter 
and designer of original garments. 
Kathy is a writer. Pete plays guitar 
and writes reviews for food and bev-
erage publications. Bob is a great sto-
ryteller and master of languages. And 
when she was joined by brothers Pete 
and Bob, musical theater became a 
shared experience for the trio. 

“My mom was a great tap dancer, 
with a wonderful sense of humor 
which came in handy when dealing 

Continued on Page 2
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Living the Artistic Life Continued from Page 1

with six children,” Laura recalled. “All of us kids 
were required to study piano or some type of musi-
cal instrument. I was fortunate to study piano with 
Florence Andrew for 10 years, and she instilled in 
me a passion for all kinds of music, from Schubert 
and Chopin, to Gershwin and Kabalevsky.

“Preparing for piano recitals every June was 
agonizing for me because I was very shy,” she con-
tinued, “but Florence built my confi dence with pa-
tience and love. She and I became close friends for 
the rest of our lives. I have also managed to conquer 
my stage fright through performing in musicals, 
and even have experienced the opportunity to sing 
with the LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra on 
several occasions.” 

With such an em-
phasis on musical per-
formance, how does an 
interest in visual arts 
evolve? As a youngster, 
Laura discovered draw-
ing was the perfect outlet 
for her interest in bring-
ing stories to life. She be-
gan drawing horses that 
were “inspired by living 
across from the county 
fairgrounds, where the 
sulky racing horses were 
boarded.”

In eighth grade at St. 
Peter Catholic Church, a 
makeshift art studio was 
created in the basement 
of the nuns’ home.

“It was then that I got 
my fi rst taste of painting 
and completed a copy of a 
Currier and Ives winter 
scene that actually won 
a blue ribbon in our school’s inaugural art show,” 
she said. That recognition encouraged her to take 
art classes in high school, along with choir, “because 
I wanted to learn everything I could about art and 
music.”

Later, Laura was encouraged and challenged by 

high school art teacher John Carnell, especially his 
drawing and jewelry design classes.

“He encouraged me to continue in art going for-
ward,” she said. “I also have to give credit to my 
father for encouraging and requiring me to work in 
his paint store and decorating business during my 
high school and college summers.

“It was there that I learned so much about color 
theory in mixing paint and choosing wallpapers for 
customers that really helped me later on in my col-
lege art studies.”

Laura was fortunate to have those experiences 
as she segued into college studies. Upon graduating 
from high school, she began her college career at St. 
Mary of the Woods, where she looked forward to the 
art curriculum. Because of the small student body, 
however, she soon realized she would have the same 
art professor all four years. That would not provide 

her with the variety of 
coursework and depth 
of instructional voices 
critical to her artistic 
development.

“That didn’t seem 
like the best plan be-
cause the art professor, 
again, a nun, was into 
large-scale needlepoint 
artworks that were ap-
proximately 5x10 feet in 
size and took an incred-
ible amount of hours to 
create,” she said. “She 
would give us our as-
signments and then 
head back to her studio 
to work.  The amount of 
instruction we received 
was not enough to re-
ally propel me forward, 
and I needed more.”

That need to make a 
change led her to Indi-

ana University. It was there she found her place, 
her home, in the art department, taking drawing 
and silversmithing courses.

“The two classes fl owed seamlessly into each 
other. The drawing professor, Bonnie Sklarski, was 
precise in her style of drawing, demanding that we, 

Laura enjoys the experience of being a 
member of Duneland Plein Air Painters.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
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too, become very precise and detail oriented in our 
drawings,” Laura said. “My silversmithing profes-
sors, Jacqueline Fossee, Jon Stein and the legend-
ary Alma Eikerman, demanded clean, strong forms 
and unfussy details that embraced the Scandina-
vian style of design work.

“I learned to form pots, chalices, boxes and jew-
elry from fl at 14-gauge sterling silver and copper, 
hammering and stretching the metal and learning 
the temperament of metals under pressure and sol-
dering large seams with gas torches when dictated 
by the designs. Alma Eikerman was a force of na-
ture, an innovator in silversmithing education, and 
I felt very lucky to be mentored by her. She would 
gather us to critique our work and always knew 
what to suggest, to make your work better, and she 
was a font of knowledge in brainstorming solutions 
in technical issues.”

Such impactful 
educational expo-
sure to techniques 
and quality led 
Laura in her ju-
nior year to enter 
the competition 
“Statements in 
Sterling,” a silver-
design competi-
tion sponsored by 
the International 
Silver Co. Her sil-
ver chalice was in-
cluded in the win-
ners’ exhibition at 
the Lever House 
in New York City.  

With such a positive outcome, Laura was espe-
cially encouraged by the national recognition, which 
led her to consider working for a silver-design com-
pany or jewelry studio. The award-winning chalice 
was elegantly balanced, serene and meticulously 
crafted. It’s no wonder she won such recognition.   

However, life took another turn. She decided 
upon graduation to marry her fi ancé, Mark Krentz. 
They returned to LaPorte for his work. She shelved 
the decision to continue in silversmithing to teach 
art at LeMans Academy in nearby Rolling Prairie.

“At that time, it was not required to have a teach-
ing degree to be hired to teach in a private school, 
and so I learned to teach on the job,” she recalled.  
“It was another character-building experience for 
me. The school was a Catholic military boarding 
school for boys in fi fth through ninth grades. The 
boys came from all over the United States, Mexico, 
Thailand and other countries. I spent three reward-
ing years there teaching Spanish and music appre-
ciation in addition to 2-D and 3-D art.

“We started our day with platoon inspection, 

Laura’s sterling silver chalice.

Continued on Page 4
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Laura remains in touch with one of the boys from 
Mexico who went on to become an architect.

❑

“Art is an adventure into an unknown world, 
which can be explored only by those willing to take 
risks.”

Mark Rothko
As her family ex-

panded, Laura grew 
her artistic world, 
taking risks work-
ing on freelance 
signs and logo de-
signs for local busi-
nesses, along with 
being an advertis-
ing layout artist to 
a publishing com-
pany. Eventually, 
another challeng-
ing job position be-
came available at 
Thanhardt-Burger 
Co. in LaPorte. It 
was a picture-frame 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
company known for 
hand-carved, guil-
ded frames. It later 
featured embellish-
ments created in 
centuries-old wood-
en molds acquired 
when Thanhardt-

Burger acquired the much-older Newcomb Macklin 
Frame Co. in Chicago, moving the manufacturing 
processes to the LaPorte facility on Washington 
Street. The sister company of Thanhardt-Burger 
was W.T. Burger Co., the branch of the business 
that offered paintings from artists across the globe. 
These pieces were sold wholesale to interior design-
ers and furniture stores, and were framed in Than-
hardt’s frames.  

“It was there that I apprenticed with a woman 
who was their painting conservation artist for 40 
years, and she was ready to retire,” Laura said. 
“Over a six-month period, she had taught me ev-

erything that she’d learned in doing 
painting restoration, and I then took 
over. I found the work fascinating, 
and enjoyed getting into the mind and 
brushwork of the artist who had cre-
ated the work, and brainstorming how 
to repair tears in the canvas or cracks 
in the paint layer, or years of yellowed 
varnish.  

“I also tried to remember the most 
important tenets of restoration: Do the 
minimum that you can repair-wise to 
ensure that the artist’s work remains 
as original as possible, and that any 
and all repairs that you do must be 
reversible so that a future restoration 
can be successfully done.  

The work was challenging. Often 
painstaking.

“I was alone in a small room in a 
very large frame manufacturing build-
ing doing my thing,” she said.  “I had 
been there for almost 13 years when it 
occurred to me that I might be ready to 
begin a new artistic adventure.” 

In August 1998, Laura answered 
a phone call to interview at LaPorte 

Mass in the chapel and then the school day,” she 
continued. “I felt a little like Mrs. Chips to all these 
small boys who missed their families and needed so 
much attention and a gentle voice in the midst of a 
military atmosphere.”

Living the Artistic Life Continued from Page 3

This undated photo shows Laura at 
Thanhardt-Burger Co. in LaPorte.

Laura’s rendition of the Old Lighthouse Museum in Michigan City.

This photo shows Laura teaching at LeMans Academy in the 1970s
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disciplines as you can.
2) Learn and understand the 

principles of design and ele-
ments of art to translate that 
into a multitude of job opportuni-
ties, whether it be painting, inte-
rior design, architecture, graphic 
design, animation, tattoo design 
or any related fi eld.

“It might mean college or a 
technical school, or an employer 
who is willing to mentor you and 
pay for your training,” she said.

❑

“You can’t use up creativity. 
The more you use, the more you 
have.”

Maya Angelou

Upon retiring from teaching at LPHS in 2016, 
Laura began to actively and creatively pursue 
painting — a discipline from her college years — 
and to become more involved in the local art scene.

Continuing to hone her skills, she joined the 
Duneland Plein Air Painters in 2017 and has en-
joyed not only developing her technical skills, but 
also the camaraderie of the group.

“I have learned so much from them during our 

High School for a teaching posi-
tion. She accepted and received 
an emergency teaching license, 
thus beginning her second art-
teaching experience. After agree-
ing to pursue her certifi cation 
and license, she taught during 
the day and traveled to Valpara-
iso University for night classes. 
She received her teaching certi-
fi cation and stayed 18 years at 
LPHS, specializing in 2-D art, 
drawing, painting and visual 
communications.   

“It was really great working 
with high school students after 
the middle-school cadets of my 
earlier experience,” she said. 
“They were funny, bright, imagi-
native, quick to offer their opinions on everything, 
and kept me on my toes. I am in touch with so many 
of my former students, and a great number of them 
have gone into teaching art, graphic design, free-
lance artwork and related fi elds. I love keeping up 
with their whereabouts and their careers.”

As a seasoned art educator, I asked Krentz what 
recommendations she would have for aspiring young 
artists. Her response centered on two major goals:

1) Get a good foundation in all or as many art 

Laura Krentz and her husband, Mark, have been 
active in the community for years.

Continued on Page 6
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critiques, which are held at the end of our outdoor 
painting sessions,” she said. “Because of my silver-
smith training and realistic drawing experience in 
college, my work tends to be realistic in style.”

Working outside — en plein air — inspires and 
motivates her by helping “to heighten my senses 
and awareness of color, light and shapes.”

To accomplish her goals, Krentz fi rst begins by 
moving around a location until she locates an ap-
pealing and good compositional viewpoint. She pre-
fers to combine the elements of the natural world 
with a man-made structure whenever possible, 
because “the interplay of organic forms versus 
man-made forms creates great contrast,” she said. 
“Sometimes, one is gradually winning over the oth-
er in the scene in front of you.”    

Her choice of painting media depends on the time 
and place, resulting in paintings executed in either 
acrylic or watercolor. Once settled on a spot ready 
to begin, she fi rst takes good mental notes of the 
various elements, followed by a few quick black-
and-white reference photos, enabling her to more 
readily break down the light and dark values. Next, 
if working in acrylics, Laura prepares her canvas 
with a layer of cadmium red light paint or orange, 
followed by sketching out the forms/shapes using 
brown umber. Watercolors, however, require a dif-
ferent approach. In that case, she just sketches the 
scene very lightly in pencil before adding paint. 

Due to the nature of plein air, she works small 
in order to complete a work in three hours. “Light-
house Museum, Michigan City” is a fi ne example 
of her growing reputation, also reminiscent of the 
work of the American realist painter Edward Hop-
per...and one of my personal favorites.

With the diffi culty of meeting as a group outside 
and safely distanced amid COVID-19, and with the 
weather getting colder, another alternative was 

Living the Artistic Life Continued from Page 5
sought. It isn’t just landscapes that fascinate Laura, 
but also a growing interest in birds, especially for 
what she describes as “whimsical bird portraits and 
little scenes featuring birds.” The joy of direct ob-
servation of our feathered friends is something that 
anyone can easily participate in by simply looking 
out a window. In Laura’s case, the opportunity to 
expand her technique and subject matter was, I ex-
pect, rather freeing.

“While in lockdown, I realized that birds contin-
ue to fl y, sing their songs, build their nests and go 
about their freedom that they represent,” she said.  
“I admired and was inspired to keep my head up 
and focus on the feeling of freedom that they rep-
resent. I am loosening up in my painting style as a 
result, but I want to get looser still!”

In addition to painting, Laura’s interest in the re-
gional arts has found her involved in several visual 
and performing arts organizations.  

She is a founding member of the visual artists’ 
group Land of Lakes Art Alliance begun by her fa-
ther in 2004. She also is a member of Lubeznik Cen-
ter for the Arts and Chesterton Art Center.  While 
serving as a docent at LCA, she helps lead tours of 
school children. She found incorporating special art 
activities based on their tour especially rewarding. 
Laura says students’ enthusiasm for the art and 
their bright questions are one positive aspect of her 
involvement. She is already looking forward to the 
time when she can again lead student tours.

It seems you can take the teacher out of the 
classroom, but never completely. Additionally, she 
taught a drawing fundamentals class for the City 
of LaPorte Parks & Recreation Department and is 
hopeful to expand offerings later in 2021.

She and her husband, Mark, have been active in 
LaPorte Little Theatre for more than 40 years, both 
as performers and by serving on the executive and 
trustee boards. In more recent times, both joined 
the Visual Arts Council of LaPorte, formed as a 
non-profi t advisory group that most recently helped 

raise funds for the expansive downtown mu-
ral featuring the city’s history. 

“I feel that public art really enriches the 
cultural life and civic pride that a communi-
ty needs to uniquely express itself in a visual 
way,” she said.  

This opportunity afforded Laura time to 
watch the artists at work on the mural. She 
is hopeful the VAC will see more planning 
and placement of future public art.

“I feel fortunate to have been surrounded 
by art and artists my entire life,” she said. 
“What I enjoy about contemplating my fu-
ture in art is that I never know what is just 
around the bend, but I am ready to embrace 
the opportunities as they unfold.”

(View Laura Krentz’s work on 
Instagram @laurakrentzart.)

Laura and Mark appear together in LaPorte Little Theatre Club’s 1992 production of 
“Bells Are Ringing.”
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LAKE FRONT LIVING on Pine Lake at its best and at an affordable price point. Brand new kitchen with stunning appliances, 
custom cabinets and gorgeous counter top. All new flooring and new bathroom with beautiful soaking tub. This home is the 
equivalent of going to the spa, but without the travel. Beautifully rehabbed and ready to move in, this 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom
town home is everything you ever dreamed of and it's just waiting for you. Boat slip comes with this home and the pool feels 
like your own right outside your door. Wonderful deck for entertaining and enjoying the sunsets with your favorite glass of wine. 
Don't wait too long, it's one of a kind! Relax, Enjoy and Jump in the lake.

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty.
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SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
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northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

                    

                                              at the Schoolhouse Shop
278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304

 (219) 926-5001 Closed Tuesdays

Dune

  Clothiers

Up to 50% Off 

Through Jan. 31
Closed Every February

LaPorte Park and Recreation Department will 
present the annual WinterFest on Saturday and 
Sunday, Jan. 30-31.

Some events will not be held because of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic; however, several offerings remain 
available to the public.

SATURDAY, JAN. 30
Kicking off WinterFest is a snowman contest 

from 9 a.m. to noon at the Kesling Park Walking 
Trail (18th Street entrance). Participants can build 
their snowman at a designated spot along the trail, 
registering in one of three categories by submitting 
a participation form to the park offi ce, 250 Pine 
Lake Ave., or by email to pcarroll@cityofl aportein.
gov. Judging is from 12:30 to 1 p.m. Winners are 
chosen in each of the three categories:
• Individual Builder – 12 and younger.
• Individual Builder – 13 and older.
• Family (up to fi ve builders), with a Best in Snow 

awarded.
Next up is a Snowfl ake String Art class from noon 

to 1 p.m. in the LaPorte Civic Auditorium Ceram-
ics Room, 1001 Ridge St. The make-and-take art 
project for children 8 and older includes all supplies 
and instruction. Parties on the Gogh Owner Kristi 
Chadderdon is the instructor. The fee is $10, and 
pre-registration is required. Call the park offi ce at 

(219) 326-9600. Class size is limited to eight par-
ticipants, and attendance is limited to the instruc-
tor and participants. Enter the Civic through the 
outside door at Woodward and Plain streets. Masks 
and social distancing are required. 

Chadderdon also will head the “Let It Snow” wall 
hanging art project from 2 to 4 p.m. 
in the Civic Ceramics Room. The fee 
is $35, and pre-registration is re-
quired, with a limit of eight partici-
pants. Register with a credit card 
by calling the park offi ce. Enter 
through the outside door at Wood-
ward and Plain streets. Masks and 
social distancing are required.

The new “Glow in the Dark Scav-
enger Hunt” is at 5 p.m. at Fox Park, 

with participants searching the area for clues to an 
assigned riddle. The park will serve as a template 
for glow-in-the-dark letters that, when combined, 
allow people to successfully complete the challenge. 
Wear boots and take a fl ashlight.

SUNDAY, JAN. 31
Another new event is “Frosty’s Frozen Bike Ride,” 

in which participants are asked to be outside Cum-
mings Lodge at 2 p.m. The pop-up event requires 
no registration. Wearing layers of clothing is recom-
mended, along with taking a helmet. 

❑

Call (219) 326-9600 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. week-
days for registration and information. Additional 
details are available at www.cityofl aporte.com/450/
WinterFest

WinterFest Returns; Some Events Canceled Due to COVID-19

Chadderdon

The Beacher Weekly Newspaper
Your local, community connection!

http://www.cityofl
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1302 LakeShore Drive
Long Beach, IN
$1,999,000

Historically deep sandy Lake Michigan Beach with private
access and lake views, 4 BR, 4 BA classic with Frank Lloyd
Wright influence, arched doors and windows, pegged floors
and prairie style doors through formal living, dining, kitchen
and lake room, lake views grace the primary bedroom with
library and bath, two upper guest rooms share full bath,
lakeside level walkout with laundry, 3/4 bath, den, family room
and sun room, oversized garage, off street parking and 800+
SQ FT of exterior decking.

Michiana Drive and Ponchartrain
MichianaShores, IN
$299,000

Just Steps to Lake Michigan Beach, wooded, flat, airy proposed
building site on the corner of Ponchartrain and Michiana an easy
build in a coveted beach neighborhood of valuable homes.
Proposed site plan, floor plan, soil scientist's report, and septic
drawing available, ample time for your design and permit
approval to begin construction early Spring 2021. Few building
sites remain available in this historic and eclectic beach
community of vacation homes. Build for vacation or year-round
living.

S Beach Avenue
Beverly Shores, IN
$95,000

Active Under Contract

601 E Lake Front Drive
Beverly Shores, IN
$550,000

SOLD
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Bobbie Cavic
612-385-2576 
1bcavic@gmail.com
Licensed in IN & MI

Lake views & New Price in MichianaLake views & New Price in Michiana
4280 Ponchartrain          $1,250,0004280 Ponchartrain          $1,250,000

Two new exhibits, “Lost and Looking” and “Pipe-
lines and Borderlines: The Art of Survival” debut 
Jan. 30 and run through 
June 5 at Lubeznik Cen-
ter for the Arts, 101 W. 
Second St.

Located in the Hynd-
man, Brinka/Cross and 
Susan Block galleries, the 
artists involved consider 
the effect of place and 
loss, pasts and futures. 

The exhibiting artists 
include: Gertrude Aber-
crombie, Theaster Gates, 
Amy Honchell, Kelly Kris-
tin Jones, Labor Camp, 
Suzanne Cohan Lange 
and  Rick Lange, Bobbi 
Meier, Robyn O’Neil, Rod-
ney Passé, Nina Rizzo and 
Alison Ruttan.

“Pipelines and Border-
lines,” located in the NIPSCO Art Education Stu-
dios, is a grassroots non-profi t that educates people 
through art about risks and hazards of unsustain-
able energy use. The group has produced three print 

portfolios, curated by artist Beverly Keys, Oak 
Park, Ill., that feature artists from the U.S., Mex-

ico, Canada and Central 
America. Working with 
a technique in printmak-
ing media called relief, 
their collaborations jux-
tapose global effects of 
environmental calami-
ties with justice attained 
through education.

In conjunction with 
the exhibit, portfolio art-
ist Corey Hagelberg will 
give a live talk and print-
making demonstration 
broadcast live on Face-
book at 11  a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 27.

As part of a communi-
ty engagement initiative 
through “Pipelines and 
Borderlines,” Hagelberg 

also will honor Just Transition NWI, a sustainabil-
ity champion and environmental justice organiza-
tion, with an original print of his own. 

Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org for more details.

“Invented Tropical Landscape-American Man Struggling with Lion (After 
Rousseau)” by Robyn O’Neil, which is included in “Lost and Looking.”

New Exhibits to Debut at Lubeznik Center for the Arts

mailto:1bcavic@gmail.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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REALTOR®

(219) 448-1052
zake@daprileproperties.com
www.zakeproperties.com

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
IS INTERESTED IN BUYING OR SELLING, 

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY!
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117 Upland Dr.

Michigan City

160 Turner Ct. 

Michigan City

117 Upland Dr.

Michigan City

160 Turner Ct. 

Michigan City

I N V E N T O R Y  I S  L O W  —  B U Y E R  D E M A N D  I S  H I G H . 
If you are considering listing in 2021, now is the time for us to talk. 

mailto:zake@daprileproperties.com
http://www.zakeproperties.com
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Recreation and Rescue Exercises
The Beacher’s Paul Kemiel discovered LaPorte’s Stone and Pine lakes on Jan. 13 to be a mix of recreation 

and readying for rescues. On Stone Lake, ice fi shing was clearly visible to passersby. One angler told Kemiel 
the ice was 3-5” thick. His patience paid off after a fi ve-hour wait in catching a 20” bass.

Meanwhile, on Pine Lake, Kemiel captured members of the LaPorte Fire Department as they held an 
ice-rescue exercise. The practice included breaking ice and simulating rescues in the frigid waters.
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Its story has been told by many a fi lmmaker be-
fore it. An abused wife leaves her brutish husband, 
only to discover he will not back off. The formula 
thrived as TV docudrama (“The Burning Bed”), and 
it succeeded as slick trash in theaters (“Sleeping 
With the Enemy,” “Enough”).

“Herself,” a new Irish fi lm streaming on Amazon 
Prime, adheres to the same formula, but treats it 
as a character study. One that builds to scenes of 
tremendous power as it has the courage to see its 
housewife discover her own self-worth.

The driving force behind the fi lm is Clare Dunne, a 
Dublin-born actress with experience in theater, but 
who, as co-writer and star, has considerable screen 
presence. A quiet strength that can’t be crushed.

She plays Sandra, mother to two adorable girls 
who, in the opening scene, is brutally attacked by 
her husband, Gary (Ian Lloyd Anderson). Clearly, 
it is not the fi rst time for such an assault. Fearing 
violence is about to erupt, Sandra sends her eldest 
daughter, Emma (Ruby Rose O’Hara), to the local 
grocery, the child presenting a message, hidden in-
side a lunch box, asking someone to call police.

A few months later, Sandra is on her own with 
the girls. Moving from one hovel to the next. Bal-
ancing two jobs: one as a waitress, the other as a 

housekeeper and caretaker for Peggy (Harriet Wal-
ter), a doctor recovering from surgery. Peggy seems 
a bit of an ogre, barking commands left and right, 
but there is a history between the two women. San-
dra’s mother worked for Peggy before her passing.

Sandra realizes the only way to create a new 
life for herself and her daughters, one grounded in 
stability, is to build her own home, watching Do-
It-Yourself videos that suggest she can achieve her 
goal for only $35,000.

Now, “Herself” could go one of two ways: Gaelic 
warm and fuzzies...or a more realistic take on one 
woman’s odyssey of self-discovery.

The fi lm chooses Door No. 2. And in director Phyl-
lida Lloyd (“Mamma Mia!,” “The Iron Lady”), who 
directed Dunne in theater productions, the camera 
is like a silent observer, diligently following San-
dra as her dream home becomes reality. Coming to 
her aid are local contractor Aido (Conleth Hill) and 

“Herself” Quietly Delivers an Emotional Discovery of Self-Worth
by Andrew Tallackson

Sandra (Clare Dunne), joined by family and friends, works to build her dream home in “Herself, now streaming on Amazon Prime.

★ ★ ★ ★
“Herself ”

Running time: 97 minutes. Streaming on Amazon Prime. 

Rated R for language and some domestic violence 
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several of her friends who help out weekend after 
weekend, piece by piece, in erecting the house.

The heart of the picture emerges through the 
unexpected friendship between Sandra and Peggy. 
You’ve seen Walter in a slew of period pieces, from 
“Downton Abbey” to “The Crown.” This is a rare 
contemporary role for her, and she is absolutely 
wonderful. As Peggy heals from surgery, she soft-
ens. Noticing that Sandra used her laptop to Google 
Search DIY projects, Peggy blindsides Sandra by 
asking, “Why didn’t you just ask me?” And by that, 
she means for help. Peggy not only lends Sandra the 
money, but also permits her to build the home on 
her property. Peggy takes Sandra into her home, be-
coming a surrogate mother to a woman scrambling 
to discover her place in the world.

Gary, however, is a problem. He admits to seeking 
treatment, but brief fl ashes of anger suggest he is 
incapable of changing. At the risk of sounding like a 
dumb American, I could not understand 90 percent 
of Anderson’s dialogue. His working-class dialect is 
so thick, he’s largely unintelligible. Suffi ce it to say, 
he seeks custody of the girls, claiming Sandra has 
denied him contact with his youngest daughter.

Court cases are nothing new in domestic dramas. 
Hollywood fi lms treat them as give-me-an-Oscar 
showcases for their stars. “Herself,” however, fea-
tures a scene between Sandra and Peggy in a ladies 
restroom, Peggy wrecked by Gary’s attempt to dis-
credit her in the courtroom. Peggy’s encouragement, 
woman to woman, emerges as an act of solidarity 
between the two, and I was incredibly moved. Wal-
ter, whose voice nearly cracks with emotion here, 
deserves a Best Supporting Actress nomination for 
this scene alone, while Sandra’s ensuing testimony 
on the stand, in a perfect world, would guarantee 
Dunne a Best Actress nod.

“Herself” earns its title from the nickname Aido 
gives Sandra as they break ground for the new 
home. It also applies to Sandra’s gradual ability to 
defi ne herself on her own terms, not through her 
ex-husband. All the characters, in fact, embark on 
their own journeys, including Aido, who later ad-
mits that some of the best projects in life benefi t not 

Harriet Walter, a veteran of period pieces such as “Downton Abbey” 
and “The Crown,” delivers the most powerful scene in “Herself.”

himself, but others.
The movie does not end as we suspect it will. It 

throws us a curve ball. Then again, it is what sepa-
rates “Herself” from others like it. Sometimes, the 
fi lm argues, happy endings arrive not in easy reso-
lutions, but in having the courage to keep going in 
the face of adversity.

This is one of the year’s best fi lms.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

Hello Beautiful!
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Some actors inhabit a role so soundly, it defi nes 
them. You can’t picture them in anything else.

For me, that’s Rachel Brosnahan. As the star of 
Amazon Prime’s “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel,” the 
actress is Midge Maisel. Her stylized look, her brisk 
chatter, her speedy gait: Brosnahan throws every-
thing she’s got into the comedy series, playing a 
woman whose mind is her greatest asset.

“I’m Your Woman,” now streaming on Prime, 
proves there is life after Midge. It is a wise depar-
ture for Brosnahan, who is stripped of everything 
Maisel and plunked into a story that defi es easy 
explanation. You could call it a thriller, or a female-
driven “Goodfellas.” Closer to the truth, it is a qui-
et, character-driven period piece set on slow burn, 
where the tension takes time to build. Better yet, it 
proves Brosnahan has the acting chops to carve out 
a career for herself beyond “Maisel.”

Directed and co-written by Julia Hart, the fi lm 
is set in the late 1970s and introduces us to Jean 
(Brosnahan), a housewife married to Eddie (Bill 
Heck), a guy we can tell is up to no good. Just what, 
exactly, we aren’t sure. Maybe the Mafi a, possibly 
just a shady crook. Jean’s knowledge of his “work” 
is sketchy, but she is more consumed with the fact 
that they cannot have children. They’ve tried, but 
the miscarriages convinced Jean being a parent is 
not in the cards.

Eddie arrives home one day carrying a toddler, 
almost like a present. The baby is theirs for the 
keeping. Just how he’s come across a baby, we don’t 
know. Jean is equally curious.

Soon after, her life is thrown into chaos. A friend 
of Eddie’s arrives. Desperate. Tossing money and 
clothes for Jean into a bag. They have to leave. Now. 
Eddie is missing, and she’s in danger.

At its core, “I’m Your Woman” is a crime-wife-on-
the-lam tale, but for those seeking a violent, hy-
per, excessive thriller, the movie will disappoint. In 
fact, they likely will fi nd it dull, too leisurely paced. 
Hart is not interested in transforming Jean into a 
female Rambo: a mechanical, revenge-fueled vigi-
lante. Instead, it introduces Jean to Cal (the dyna-
mite British actor Arinzé Kene, achieving a fl awless 
American accent) and, eventually, his family, which 
includes his tough-as-nails wife Teri (the wonderful 
Marsha Stephanie Blake), all of whom have experi-
ence living in hiding.

It is here the unexpected happens. Cal’s family 
becomes Jean’s family. The past links them togeth-

Brosnahan Leaves “Maisel” Behind With Satisfying “I’m Your Woman”
by Andrew Tallackson

Rachel Brosnahan stars as a housewife on the run after her husband disappears in “I’m Your Woman,” now streaming on Amazon Prime.

★ ★ ★
“I’m Your Woman”

Running time: 120 minutes. Streaming on Amazon Prime.

Rated R for violence and language
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er. And we realize something. Hart has done such 
an expert job giving her cast the tools to create real 
characters, we care about them. Brosnahan, who up 
until this point has played Jean as shell shocked, 
carefully modulates the performance into Jean’s 
discovery of her own strength. She’s far more en-
durable than she realizes. Brosnahan does tough, 
bold work, particularly as Jean and Teri head out to 
track down a missing Cal. The “Maisel” actress, in 
the fi nal 15 minutes, achieves physically exhaust-
ing work.

Hart, as director, knows how to stage quietly ag-
onizing moments, the centerpiece being the scene 
where Jean realizes intruders have entered her 
hideout. The only sounds are the footsteps below, 
and Jean’s labored breathing as she tries to call 
for help. The term “edge of your seat” gets bandied 
about too often, but it is appropriate for how Hart 
spikes the suspense without resorting to overkill.

The last 15 minutes, in fact, are an exhaustive, 
relentless mad dash for survival. They are emotion-
al, too, because we realize we’ve invested so much 
empathy for Jean, Cal and Teri, all we want is for 
them to be OK. And we practically hold our breath 
waiting to see if they do.

That is how effective “I’m Your Woman” is.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

The bond between Jean (Rachel Brosnahan), her protector (Arinzé Kene) 
and his family drives the second half of “I’m Your Woman.”

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:mark@markcuri.com
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by Andrew Tallackson

One day, when COVID-19 hopefully is but a faint 
memory, 2020 will go down as the year television 
became our self-isolation savior.

And I’m not referring to Netfl ix’s craptacular “Ti-
ger King.”

As the pandemic wormed its way into our exis-
tence, forcing us to hunker down and, curiously, 
depleting global toilet paper supplies, we turned to 
television – streaming in particular – as a respite 
from a world growing stranger by the minute.

And it delivered.
Before the pandemic, I was never a slave to my 

smart TV. I was more of a movie guy. A bibliophile. 
But now, with more time on our hands, my family 
and I plunged into the world of bingeble TV. So, hav-
ing compiled lists of my favorite fi lms each year, it 
seemed appropriate to now produce one for the best 
television has to offer.

When sharing such plans with my wife, she 
chuckled, then asked, “Are you including ‘Tiger 
King’?” You remember, the true-crime documentary 
series that introduced us to human trainwreck Joe 
Exotic. That convinced everyone big-cat conserva-
tionist Carole Baskin offed her husband. That drew 
nearly 35 million viewers during its fi rst 10 days of 
release. Looking back now, the sole benefi t of “Tiger 
King” was to reassure us how relatively normal our 
lives were. Otherwise, uh, no, “Tiger King” would 
not land anywhere near this list.

So, here we go, my favorite moments in television 
for 2020.

1. “The Queen’s Gambit” (Netfl ix)
The show that stole our hearts. A story worthy 

of Dickens. Characters whose struggles and tri-

umphs left us cheering in our living rooms. And 
in the end, a word-of-mouth smash that became 
Netfl ix’s most-watched scripted miniseries. Ever. 
“The Queen’s Gambit,” based on Walter Tevis’ 1983 
novel, reminded us must-see TV still can mean a 
good, old-fashioned story with heart. And in Beth, 
a female chess prodigy and orphan, Anya Taylor-
Joy fi nally landed her career-defi ning role: a smart, 
determined young woman who fi nds her place in 
the world. The icing on the cake? Marielle Heller 
as Beth’s adoptive mother, a woman who becomes 
more friend than parent.

2. “Ted Lasso” (Apple TV+)
What could have been a fl imsy, one-joke sitcom 

– cheery American Ted Lasso (co-creator Jason 
Sudeikis) coaches a rough-and-tumble British soc-
cer team – emerged as streaming’s smartest, most 
heartfelt comedy. With each episode, the series was 
less about treating Ted as a country bumpkin and 
more about how his positive outlook wins over ev-
eryone. Kindness trumps ugliness. By the end of 
the season, these characters are not the same peo-
ple. They’ve grown, which is rare for TV comedies. 
Characters have one personality trait, and they 
stick to it. But in watching Ted soften others, espe-
cially new team owner Rebecca Welton (the smash-
ing Hannah Waddingham), we witness people with 
nothing in common who become a family. With mo-
ments that make you laugh and cry, often in the 
same scene, “Ted Lasso” became Apple TV+’s high-
est rated comedy, renewed for two more seasons af-
ter only its fi rst three episodes.

3. “The Last Dance” (ESPN & Netfl ix)
A monumental achievement that won the Prime-

time Emmy for Outstanding Documentary or Non-
fi ction Series. Sports journalism at its best, the se-
ries documented Michael Jordan’s fi nal season with 
the Bulls, also charting his rise within the team 

from the beginning. This will go down as the de-
fi nitive account of these years, and an unfl inchingly 
honest one at that. Director Jason Hehir wasn’t 
afraid to ask the tough questions. Rather than place 
Jordan on a pedestal, he revealed the man as a re-
markably competitive athlete, fl aws and all. The 
thoroughness of the series, and the cooperation of 
so many people in the interviews, achieved time-
capsule storytelling at its best.

4. “Unorthodox” (Netfl ix)
Only four episodes, but wow, what a ride. Israeli 

actress Shira Haas, who in my opinion gave the per-
formance of the year, stars as a woman who grows 
up in an ultra-Orthodox community, is married off 
to a man she doesn’t love and who eventually sneaks 
off to Germany. The series delves into a way of life 
shielded from modern practice, but ultimately, this 
is about a woman who restarts her life. We watch 
Haas, as Esther “Esty” Shapiro, emerge like a but-
terfl y from its cocoon, and the process is emotionally 
exhaustive. Her fi nal audition at a German music 
school sees the actress digging deep within, defi n-
ing herself through song. As the viewer, you feel as 
if you’ve just witnessed greatness.

5. “The English Game” (Netfl ix)
Reassurance there is life after “Downton Abbey” 

for writer Jullian Fellowes. Period pieces can be 
stuffy bores, but “The English Game” delved into a 
world rarely explored by British television: the mo-
ment when football (soccer, to those of us across the 
pond) stopped being a game solely for the wealthy. 
In doing so, Fellowes remained true to his “Down-
town” roots. Here was another case where the line 
between the haves and have-nots started to blur. 
In the process, Fellowes portrayed real-life people 

from all walks of life who realized they had more in 
common than they suspected.

6. “Mrs. America” (Hulu)
More fi ction than fact, but compelling none the 

less. The miniseries by “Captain Marvel” directors 
Anna Boden and Ryan Fleck explored the battle 
to pass the Equal Rights Amendment, told from 
the perspective of key women who fought the good 
fi ght. Gloria Steinhem. Shirley Chisholm. Bella Ab-
zug. Betty Friedan. Each embodied by superlative 
actresses. The most fascinating was Oscar-winner 
Cate Blanchett in full tsunami mode as conserva-
tive anti-ERA activist Phyllis Schlafl y. Here was a 
fascinating woman who publicly denounced every-
thing the ERA stood for, yet embodied the very spir-
it of the legislative struggle. You couldn’t take your 
eyes off her. It was a hypnotic performance.

7. “The Mandalorian” (Disney+)
Detractors dismissed Season 1 as excessive “Star 

Wars” fan service. With Season 2, creators Jon Fa-
vreau and Dave Filoni sent naysayers packing, 
each episode growing bolder, more ambitious. A 
tricky balance between advancing the story, deep-
ening the characters and allowing the action to 
pump our adrenaline. The standout was the Filoni-
directed episode “The Jedi”: a visually glorious ode 
to Akira Kurosawa. And the most unforgettable? 
The return of a beloved character, achieved through 
CGI and voiceover work, that reduced us to stunned 
silence...and a blubbering mess. Hats off to Favreau 
and Filoni. Thanks to them, the “Star Wars” saga is 
alive and well.

8. “The Flight Attendant” (HBO Max)
A rare case where the TV show is better than the 

book. Cassie (Kaley Cuoco, in a ferocious comic per-
formance), a fl ight attendant and reckless alcoholic, 
wakes up in a hotel room bed next to the man she 

2020: A Look Back at the Best in Television

Continued on Page 20
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met the previous night. His throat slit, the sheets 
soaked in gore. A Hitchcockian premise, but what 
felt on the page like a slickly packaged ripoff of “The 
Girl on the Train” is reinvented as a dark comedy. A 
comedic paranoia thriller where Cuoco’s world spins 
increasingly out of control. This is rare television 
to feature a largely female cast, where women call 
the shots, even as they dip into treacherous waters. 
Fine comic support by Zosia Mamet as Cassie’s best 
friend and Michelle Gomez as the assassin Miranda 
elevates episodes to black comedy heaven.

9. “Little Voice” (Apple TV+)
I had my doubts. A TV show loosely inspired by 

singer-songwriter-actress Sara Bareilles, and dip-
ping into her catalog of songs. Yes, clichés exist – 
breaking into the music industry is hard: well, duh 
– the series emerged as a wise family drama involv-
ing a struggling musician (the winning Brittany 
O’Grady) and her autistic brother, Louie (Kevin Val-
dez, who is autistic in real life). Casting real actors 
with disabilities as the members of Louie’s group 
home was a stroke of genius. It rang of truth and 
moments of tender hilarity. But as sister and broth-
er navigate their own personal struggles, “Little 
Voice” fi nds its soul, with Bareilles’ songs perfectly 
accenting the drama.

10. “The Crown” (Netfl ix)
Netfl ix’s historical-fi ction hit about the British 

monarchy bounced back from a lackluster, often 
dull third season, emphasizing the human elements 
that made it engrossing in the fi rst place. Yes, the 
fraught-from-the-start marriage of Charles and Di-
ana takes center stage, but Olivia Colman settles 
into the role of Queen Elizabeth with more impact 
than she did before. The queen’s tenuous relation-
ship with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (a 
phenomenal Gillian Anderson) yields some of this 

Continued from Page 19 season’s most electrifying moments. Anderson has 
never been better. The moment Thatcher vents 
her frustration at the queen’s lack of support is a 
wrenching example of hurt and betrayal.

Five Honorable Mentions

• “Dead to Me” (Netfl ix) — Better than the fi rst 
season, this bitchy dark comedy fi nally discov-
ered what’s likable about its characters, ushering 
them through one wild crisis after another.

• “Hunters” (Amazon Prime) – The year’s most 
divisive entertainment, a pulpy look at Nazi 
hunters that pushed every button possible. A dy-
namite ensemble, with Carole Kane’s dream re-
union with her son, who died in the Nazi death 
camps, haunting me to this day.

• “Little Fires Everywhere” (Hulu) – An im-
pressive adaptation of Celeste Ng’s bestseller 
that enriched the characters beyond the page, 
affording the cast room to achieve stellar perfor-
mances.

• “Never Have I Ever” (Netfl ix) — Mindy Kaling 
saved the teen dramedy from Snooze City with 
this snarky, hilarious series from the perspective 
of an Indian-American teen.

• “Raised by Wolves” (HBO Max) – Super-smart 
sci-fi , exploring what defi nes being “human.” Ro-
bots raise human children after humanity wipes 
itself out on Earth, the machines at confl ict with 
their directives as they take on more human 
qualities. Not for all tastes, but worth the trip.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

The Best Films of 2020
I was a bit premature, in the Jan. 14 Beacher, 

by stating my list of the best fi lms of 2020 would 
appear Feb. 4. It appears a few more Oscar 
contenders will be released in mid-February, so 
look for my compilation to appear in the Feb. 25 
edition.
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Believe the hype. “One Night in Miami...” is com-
pelling, sensationally acted and superbly told.

Streaming on Amazon Prime and based on Kemp 
Powers’ 2013 one-act play, the fi lm concocts a fi c-
tional evening with Malcolm X, Cassius Clay, Sam 
Cooke and Jim Brown. The exchanges unfold in a 
decade long past, but they sadly could not be more 
relevant. Oscar-winner 
Regina King (“If Beale 
Street Could Talk”), in 
her directorial debut, 
shows extraordinary con-
fi dence behind the cam-
era, allowing the unfor-
tunate truths these men 
reveal to emerge from her 
astonishing young actors.

Powers, who adapted 
his own work, opens up 
the material so we’re not 
confi ned to the hotel room 
where these four men 
meet. The fi rst half hour, 
in fact, introduces them 
in their own worlds. In 
February 1964, Cassius 
Clay (Eli Goree), not yet 
Muhammad Ali, has just 
won the fi ght that de-
clares him Heavyweight 
Champion of the World. 
Pro football player Jim 
Brown (Aldis Hodge) is 
about to shoot  his fi rst 
movie, yet is only allowed 
on the porch, not through 
the front door, of a long-
time white family friend 
(Beau Bridges). Sam 
Cooke (Leslie Odom Jr.) 
realizes his dream of per-
forming at the Copaca-
bana, yet is treated with 
indifference by the white 
audience. And Malcolm X 
(Kingsley Ben-Adir) is be-
coming disillusioned with 
the Nation of Islam.

The four converge at the 
Hampton House hotel, where a meeting of the Na-
tion of Islam is under way. The talk between these 
men is amiable at fi rst. Playful teasing, laughter, 
celebratory of Clay’s victory. But as the evening 
draws on, the pleasantries give way to slippery ten-
sion, especially when Malcolm takes on Sam for 
not advancing the cause of black men and women 

through his music. 
And it is here the dialogue stings, drawing clear 

parallels to the past 10 years. And it does so be-
cause King, as director, doesn’t take the lazy way 
out, planting her camera in front of the cast as if 
photographing a play. She weaves throughout the 
hotel room, moving from actor to actor to capture 

their reactions: their an-
ger, frustrations and dis-
belief. She moves the ac-
tion outside, to the roof of 
the hotel and nearby park-
ing lot.

And in a cast of largely 
unknowns, she delivers 
four actors who disap-
pear into these men with 
salt and vinegar. Goree, as 
Clay, beautifully captures 
the rhythmic cadence of 
the fi ghter’s voice, mov-
ing in the boxing ring as 
if dancing on air. Odom Jr. 
(“Hamilton’s” Aaron Burr) 
achieves silky smooth vo-
cals that would do Cooke 
proud. The stunned look 
on Hodge’s face, as Bridg-
es stops him from enter-
ing his home, is the brutal 
equivalent of a kick to the 
gut.

The most remarkable 
of the four, to me at least, 
is Ben-Adir as Malcolm X. 
The British actor not only 
resembles the late activist, 
but captures the prophetic 
fl ow of his voice. And when 
anger and disgust emerge 
— black men dying in the 
streets, black entertain-
ers treated to the indus-
try’s “scraps”— the bile is 
real. Blistering.

That is what makes 
“One Night in Miami...” 
extraordinary. King, in 
telling her story, does not 

sentimentalize these men. They are vulnerable, but 
that vulnerability is not perceived as weakness. 
And her fi lm, like these men, holds no punches. It 
says what needs to be said. Back then...and now.

❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

“One Night in Miami” is Sensational Entertainment
by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★ ★ ★
“One Night in Miami...”

Running time: 114 minutes. Streaming on Amazon Prime. 

Rated R for language throughout.

Leslie Odom Jr. beautifully captures the silky smooth vocals of 
Sam Cooke in “One Night in Miami...,” now streaming on Amazon Prime.
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Krasl Art Center has reopened to the public with 
set hours, as well as a new look thanks to a 2020 
Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs grant.

The $24,000 grant, which sup-
ports KAC’s general operations, 
came through the MCACA peer-
review process, one of 597 appli-
cations to compete for fi scal year 
2021 funding. Organizations re-
ceiving a grant must match those 
funds with other public and pri-
vate dollars. KAC’s matching dol-
lars include individual donations 
and corporate sponsorships.

The grant helped make possi-
ble lobby updates and a new com-
munity lounge. And because of 
the grant, KAC was able to source 
many items locally.

The community lounge is a 
multipurpose space featuring 
fl exible furniture that allows 
visitors to comfortably work re-
motely, participate in a work-
shop or meet with friends. For 
such a multi-use space, KAC also 
needed art-supply storage in the 
tables to easily adjust the room 
for any kind of activity. Through 
the grant, KAC purchased mobile tables (complete 
with built-in storage and display racks) and chairs, 
and adjustable-height, custom-built bistro tables 
for small groups and independent work.

In light of COVID-19, the KAC introduced new 
seating for conversation and quiet refl ection. Reach-
ing out to the Chicago Cultural Accessibility Con-
sortium for recommendations, KAC found new seat-

Thanks to $24,000 Grant, Krasl Art Center Reopens With New Updates
ing designed specifi cally for support, cleanliness 
and durability. New sofas have arms that double as 
a work surface.

The KAC is located at 707 Lake Blvd., St. Jo-
seph, Mich. Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. EDT Friday 
through Monday. The next exhibits, which run Jan. 
30-March 28, are: KAC Members’ Show: “Inspired 
By...” in the main galleries, and local ceramist/KAC 
teaching artist Jennifer Zona in the artlab. 

Visit www.krasl.org or call (269) 983-0271 for 
more details.

Mobile tables now contain art-supply storage for visitors.

Residential & Commercial
219.878.3227 • ATLAS-CC.COM

Family Owned/Operated • Eco Friendly Organic Products • Free Estimates 
MEGAN FEGARAS • Carpet Upholstery Tile and Grout

Call Today to Inquire about Our Summer Specials

Call Today to 
Inquire about 

Our 

Specials 

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Clothes are Essential Clothes are Essential
Accessories a TreatAccessories a Treat
Put Them Together Put Them Together

Your Look is Complete!Your Look is Complete!
We appreciate our Consignors and Customers We appreciate our Consignors and Customers

Posh is open all year for you!Posh is open all year for you!
Thank you for supporting Small Business Thank you for supporting Small Business

Premium ConsignorsPremium Consignors

http://www.krasl.org
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Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising 

in the Dining Guide?
Call us today at (219) 879-0088

R  E  S  T  A  U  R  A  N  T

7.99$DDIINNEE  IINN  oorr  CCAARRRRYYOOUUTT

www.FiddleheadMC.com

DINE IN or CARRYOUT

422 Franklin St, Michigan City, IN | 219.210-3253

7.99$

DINE IN • CARRY OUT

DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

MONDAY 
$5 BURGER

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

ALL DAY

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

http://www.michianamechanical.com
http://www.FiddleheadMC.com
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

Dunes Summer Theatre
Classes for teens, youth and children are planned 

this summer as part of dunesARTS Youth Theatre.
Acting classes with Tito Sanchez-Williams tar-

gets pre-teens and teens as a way to expand and 
enhance theatrical skills. The course offers an intro-
duction to conservatory type training.

Sanchez-Williams, who has a Masters of Fine 
Arts, will cover popular acting tech-
niques, including: script analysis; 
scene work; monologue work; voice 
projection; blocking; acting tech-
niques; and improvisational exer-
cises. 

“Music Theatre Techniques” with 
Amber Zangari is aimed at pre-
teens and teens as a way to expand 
skills in singing, dancing and acting 
through song. Songs used through 

instruction will hail from shows like “Hamilton,” 
“The Greatest Showman” and “Dear Evan Hanson.”

The course is appropriate for beginners and in-
termediate students. They will learn proper vocal 
technique, character analysis of breaking down the 
song and dance moves.

Ultimately, these two classes provide a means to 
recruit youth for future DAF productions. 

The four-week “Making Magic with Masks” with 
Zangari targets youth ages 5-8, com-
bining crafts and make-believe. Stu-
dents will learn about the history of 
building a theatrical character with 
a mask, creating a new mask each 
week based on themes from classic 
Greek drama. Themes include: he-
roes; villains; animals; birds; and/
or mythological characters. After 
making the masks, students create 
their characters in short scenes and 

monologues to be performed in class.
Dunes Summer Theatre is located at 288 Shady 

Oak Drive, Michiana Shores. Visit www.dunesarts.
org/youth-theatre-classes to register or for details.

Sanchez-Williams

Zangari

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.dunesarts
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

Valentine’s Trunk Show
SUE ROSENGARD 

Sat 2.6. +  Sun 2.7.

8 MAPLE STREET 
THREE OAKS, MI
269.340.0346
GOODSANDHEROES.COM
  

OPEN EVERY DAY
NOON - 5PM EST

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360  

“Open 7 Days”  
219-878-1720 Store 

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

WOOD CHIPSALES

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Northwest Health LaPorte (formerly LaPorte 

Hospital), 1007 W. Lincolnway, noon-5 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 29.

• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 
Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2.

• Sacred Heart Church, 201 Bach St., LaPorte, 
12:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 3.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling 

well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

Bridgman Public Library
Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library will host a Zoom 

event, “The Real Mae West,” at 6 p.m. EDT Tuesday, 
Feb. 2.

Educational entertainer Martina Mathisen por-
trays the icon. The library is located at 4460 Lake St. 
Call (269) 465-3663 for the Zoom link or more details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Full Moon Hike at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29.
Meet at the Nature Center for a short presen-

tation about the moon, followed by a hike to Lake 
Michigan and back. Pre-registration is required.

• Reptile Rendezvous from 2 to 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 31.

Meet a naturalist at the Nature Center to see live 
turtles and snakes, the emphasis being how they 
survive the cold winter months. 

• Snowshoe Rentals are available at the Na-
ture Center.

Snowshoeing is offered as long as 6 inches of 
snow is on the ground. A driver’s license is needed, 
and the cost is $5 for the day. (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) Call 
the Nature Center to ask about snow conditions.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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Let Us Turn Your Dream
Kitchen into Reality!

The Kitchen & Bath Specialists
Providing Quality Craftsmanship for Over 30 Years.

Serving Michiana Communities. Free Estimates.

SchanderRemodeling.com Call 219-561-1188

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Reins of Life Variety Benefi t
Feb. 1 is the deadline to reserve VIP packages for 

“Serve Up & Spread Love!,” a cooking/variety show 
to benefi t Reins of Life.

The live-streaming event is from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
EDT Saturday, Feb. 13. It features Chef April How-
ell of Martin’s Supermarket and WBST’s Bob Mont-
gomery. Those interested can tune in for free.

VIP packages include inclusive ingredients need-
ed, a bottle of wine paired by Chef April Howell 
to the meal, dessert and automatic entry into VIP 
prize drawings. Packages can be picked up at Reins 
of Life, 9375 W. County Road 300 North.

Visit www.reinsofl ife.org/loveconquersall or call 
(574) 232-0853 for details.

New County Historian
Bruce Johnson is the new LaPorte County histo-

rian, following in the footsteps of Fern Eddy Schul-
tz, who held the position for many years.

Johnson holds degrees in education from Ball 
State and Valparaiso universities 
and has been a guest lecturer at 
Purdue University-Northwest. He 
taught Indiana history to fourth-
graders for 25 years, and organized 
annual fi eld trips to visit the Indi-
ana Statehouse and Indianapolis 
museums.

He serves on the boards of the La-
Porte County Historical Society and 
Carmel Cemetery Association, and 
was a charter member of the La-

Porte County Genealogical Society. He has presented 
programs on “Famous Hoosiers” in literature, fi lm, 
inventions, fl ight and sports throughout the state. 
In 2008, he researched, wrote, narrated and co-pro-
duced the documentary “The Gunness Mystery.” 

Johnson is the recipient of many awards, includ-
ing the Lifetime Achievement Award from People to 
People International, the Historian of the Year from 
the LaPorte County Historical Society and Educa-
tor of the Year from the American Legion of Indiana.

Johnson

http://www.reinsofl
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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For more than 35 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron.

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 30 years in business

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
Jan. 28 — Michigan City Public Library Online 

Graphic Novel Club, Alex Sanchez’s You Brought 
Me the Ocean. Zoom meetup. Registration: (219) 
873-3045, YSonline@mclib.org

Jan. 29 — Full Moon Hike, 7 p.m., Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Registration: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 30 — LaPorte Park and Recreation Depart-
ment WinterFest: snowman contest, 9 a.m.-noon, 
Kesling Park Walking Trail, LaPorte. Info/registra-
tion: www.cityofl aporte.com/450/WinterFest, (219) 
326-9600.

Jan. 30 — LaPorte Park and Recreation Depart-
ment WinterFest: snowfl ake string art class, noon-
1 p.m., LaPorte Civic Auditorium Ceramics Room, 
1001 Ridge St. Fee: $10. Info/registration: www.
cityofl aporte.com/450/WinterFest, (219) 326-9600.

Jan. 30 — LaPorte Park and Recreation Depart-
ment WinterFest: “Let It Snow” wall hanging art 
project, 2-4 p.m., LaPorte Civic Auditorium Ceram-
ics Room, 1001 Ridge St. Fee: $35. Info/registration: 
www.cityofl aporte.com/450/WinterFest, (219) 326-
9600.

Jan. 30 — LaPorte Park and Recreation Depart-
ment WinterFest: “Glow in the Dark Scavenger 
Hunt,” 5 p.m., LaPorte’s Fox Park. Info: (219) 326-
9600, www.cityofl aporte.com/450/WinterFest.

Jan. 30-June 5 — New exhibits, “Lost and Look-
ing” & “Pipelines and Borderlines: The Art of Sur-
vival,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second 
St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

Jan. 31 — LaPorte Park and Recreation De-
partment WinterFest: Frosty’s Frozen Bike Ride,” 
2 p.m., Cummings Lodge, LaPorte. Info: (219) 326-
9600, www.cityofl aporte.com/450/WinterFest.

Jan. 31 — Reptile Rendezvous, 2-3 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Through March 31 — Dale Cooper installation 
(3-D paper fl owers), The Legacy Center Gallery @ 
Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Bark-
er Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Info: jessicar@
qas.org

In the Region
Jan. 30-March 28 — New exhibits, KAC Mem-

bers’ Show & local ceramist Jennifer Zona, Krasl Art 
Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Hours: 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. EDT Fri.-Mon. Info: www.krasl.org, 
(269) 983-0271

Through Jan. 31 — “Series 6,” annual holiday 
Berrien Artist Guild exhibit, Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Viewing 
hours: noon-4 p.m. EDT Fri.-Sun. Info: (269) 449-
2167, www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

Feb. 2 — Zoom event, “The Real Mae West,” 6 
p.m., through Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library.

mailto:YSonline@mclib.org
http://www.cityofl
http://www.cityofl
http://www.cityofl
http://www.cityofl
http://www.cityofl
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.cityofl
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
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Want your event listed in Activities?
The weekly deadline is noon Thursday
(219) 879-0088 • drew@thebeacher.com

Zoom link/info: (269) 465-3663.
Feb. 4 — “Meet the Greats: Fernwood Virtual 

Lecture Series,” 7-8 p.m. EDT. Through Fernwood 
Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988 
Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Cost: $40, $32/mem-
bers. Info/registration: www.fernwoodbotanical.org, 
(269) 695-6491.

Fridays and Wednesdays through February 
— Live Stream Yoga, 10-11:15 a.m. EDT. Through 
Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 
13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Info: https://
spore-studios.com/yoga/

Through March 7 — New exhibits, Elkhart’s 
Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St. 
Exhibits: “The Blue Ribbon Collection: The Amish 
Acres Arts & Crafts Festival”; “Adam Grant: A Ho-
locaust Remembrance;” “Gabor Peterdi: The Early 
Works.” Info: www.midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-
6660.

Through March 12 — Student exhibit, Art Barn 
School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso. Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tue., Thur., 
Fri./10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 462-9009, www.
artbarnschool.org

VIP Visits Available at Museums
South Bend’s The History Museum and Stude-

baker National Museum are offering VIP Visits for 
groups of 20 or less that include exclusive two-hour 
access to their galleries.

Available times are (all times Eastern) from 3:30 
to 5:30 p.m. Thursdays, 8 to 10 a.m. or 3:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Fridays and 10 a.m. to noon Sundays. Reserva-
tions can be made by calling The History Museum 
at (574) 235-9664. The cost is $100, or $80 for mem-
bers, and payment is required to reserve a time.

Studebaker National Museum exhibits include 
“South Bend: Then and Now, Part III” and “Disco 
Decade Rides: Cars of the 1970s.”

History Museum exhibits include “World Fa-
mous: The Olivers and the American Dream,” “Votes 
for Women, Ticket to Run: Campaigns in History” 
and “Full Circle: Shakespearean Culture at Notre 
Dame.” Tours of the Oliver Mansion are not includ-
ed in the offer, nor are the museums’ children’s ar-
eas, which remain closed because of CDC guidelines 
for social distancing. In accordance with the St. Jo-
seph County Ordinance, all guests are required to 
wear masks while visiting the museums. Catered 
meals or other similar events are not permissible.

The museum is located at 808 W. Washington St. 
Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or www. stude-
bakermuseum.org for more details.

Opening April 15: 2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN

(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz

Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

http://www.fernwoodbotanical.org
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
http://www.midwestmuseum.us
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

Typesetting
On January 28, 1878, in New Haven, Conn., the 
fi rst telephone switchboard went into operation.

On January 28, 1878, the fi rst daily college newspa-
per, The Yale News, began publication in New Haven.

On January 28, 1915, the Life Saving Service and 
Revenue Cutter Service were merged to form the 
U.S. Coast Guard.

On January 28, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson  
appointed Louis Brandeis to serve on the Supreme 
Court, becoming its fi rst Jewish member.

On January 28, 1986, before millions of horrifi ed 
television viewers, the space shuttle Challenger 
exploded over the Atlantic Ocean, bringing death 
to the seven Astronauts (including school teacher 
Christa McAuliffe) aboard.

On January 29, 1894, Detroit’s C.B. King received 
a patent for a pneumatic hammer.

On January 29, 1900, baseball’s American League 
was organized. It consisted of teams from Buffalo, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Indianapolis, Kansas 
City, Milwaukee and Minneapolis.

On January 29, 1936, Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Honus 
Wagner, Christy Mathewson and Walter Johnson 
were elected as the fi rst members of the Baseball 
Hall of Fame.

On January 29, 1954, Oprah Winfrey was born in 
Kosciusko, Miss.

On January 29, 1963, the fi rst members of the 
Football Hall of Fame were announced in Canton, 
Ohio. They consisted of Sammy Baugh, Bert Bell, 
Joe Carr, Dutch Clark, George Halas, Mel Hein, Pete 
Henry, Cal Hubbard, Don Hutson, Curly Lambeau, 
Tim Mara, George Marshall, John Blood McNally, 
Bronko Nagurski, Ernie Neavers and Jim Thorpe.

On January 30, 1798, a brawl broke out in the 
House of Representatives, meeting in Philadelphia, 
after Matthew Lyon of Vermont spat in the face of 
Roger Griswold of Connecticut.

On January 30, 1815, Congress authorized pur-
chase of Thomas Jefferson’s library, making it the 
nucleus of the Library of Congress.

On January 30, 1933, the fi rst episode of “The 
Lone Ranger” was broadcast on Detroit’s radio sta-
tion WXYZ.

On January 30, 1948, Mohandas Gandhi, spiritu-
al and political leader of India, was assassinated by 
a Hindu fanatic while on his way to attend a prayer 
meeting in New Delhi.

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com


January 28, 2021 Page 31
THE

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“Big Enough To Serve You…
Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

On January 30, 1962, two members of the famed 
Flying Wallendas high-wire act died when their 
seven-member pyramid collapsed during a perfor-
mance in Detroit.

On January 31, 1606, English conspirator Guy 
Fawkes was executed for his part in a “Gunpowder 
Plot” to blow up Parliament.

On January 31, 1835, Illinois authorized the vil-
lage of Chicago to establish a police force.

On January 31, 1865, the House passed a consti-
tutional amendment to abolish slavery.

On January 31, 1931, Ernie Banks, the Hall of 
Fame infi elder and Cubs power hitter who would 
become known as “Mr. Cub,” was born in Dallas.

On January 31, 1949, television’s fi rst daytime 
soap opera, “These Are My Children,” was broad-
cast from Chicago’s NBC studios.

On February 1, 1790, the U.S. Supreme Court met 
in New York’s Royal Exchange Building for its fi rst 
offi cial session.

On February 1, 1865, the signing of the 13th 
Amendment to the American Constitution marked 
the end of slavery in the United States.

On February 1, 1892, The New York Times pub-
lished the names of the 400 guests invited to Mrs. 
William B. Astor’s society ball, making the term 
“the 400” synonymous with high society.

On February 2, 1675, the fi rst recorded observance 
of Groundhog Day took place in Germany. In the 
United States, the offi cial observance takes place in 
Punxsutawney, Pa. (At least that’s what they say in 
Punxsutawney). There, crowds gather to wait for a 
groundhog to emerge from his burrow. If he sees his 
shadow there will be six weeks more of winter. No 
shadow — spring has defi nitely arrived.

On February 2, 1876, the “National League of Pro-
fessional Baseball Clubs” was formed at an owners 
meeting in New York. The new league consisted of 
teams from Chicago, Boston, Cincinnati, Louisville, 
New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis and Hartford.

On February 2, 1893, a cameraman at Thomas 
Edison’s New Jersey motion picture studio took the 
fi rst close-up picture in the industry’s history. The 
picture was of comedian Fred Ott sneezing.

On February 3, 1690, Massachusetts issued 
America’s fi rst paper money, using it to pay soldiers 
fi ghting a war against French Quebec.

On February 3, 1809, an Act was approved in Con-
gress creating the “Illinois Territory.” Prior to this 
date, the present state of Illinois was included in 
the vast area known as the Northwest Territory.

On February 3, 1836, the “Whig Party” held its 
fi rst state convention in Albany, N.Y., nominating 
William Henry Harrison for president.

On February 3, 1894, “America’s artist” Norman 
Rockwell was born in New York City.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BUSINESS SERVICES

CLOROX WIPES, INFRARED THERMOMETERS – FIRME’S
U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003. 

Michigan City store temporarily closed – (219) 874-3455.
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
New Special: presidential, political and biographical books, 50% off. Also, 

check our weekly in-store specials.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 14 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email 
BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE. 

Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning, 
deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free esti-

mate. (219) 229-0034
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239,
 haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

A Touch of OCD House Cleaning is ready to fill your cleaning needs 
24/7. We understand it is difficult to hire services that are usually only  

active during the normal business hours when you are working second- 
and third-shift hours. We would love to accommodate you at your conve-
nience. We do rentals, deep cleans, standard routine cleans and move-
ins and move outs. We have references upon request. Please visit our 
facebook page  @OCDHouseClean and call us at (219) 380-7688. 

Kelly’s Cleaning Services LLC
Rentals • Residential • Commercial • Windows
Call (219) 229-3116 for your free quote today!

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
LLOYD’S – DUNES SERVICES

Roofing • Painting • Tree Removal • Stump/brush removal
Gutter guards-cleaning • Power washing • Raking • All home repairs

Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.
Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321
WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 

anything. No job too big or too small!
KIP HOLLINGSHEAD

Get your winter projects done so you’re ready for summer!
*All your construction needs*

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Contractor in your area.
Call: (219) 210-8499 • Email: kjh.5@sbcglobal.net

Interior & Exterior Repairs
Painting, staining, guaranteed roof repairs, deck & fence repairs. 

30-years experience. Bob: (219) 400-0455
Text for fastest response

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Closed Until March 1.

Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:callpaul4321@gmail.com
mailto:kjh.5@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, 
weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.

Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small 
tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees for re-opening in February, 

as well as seasonal summer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, serv-
ers, buss staff, dishwashers. Will train. Email letter of intent and resume 

to FishcampMC@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Lovable Siberian male/female pups: born 12/11/20.
Please call (219) 879-2364 if seriously interested.

Rarely used, no-longer needed HP 5600 fax and color 
printer. Asking $60. Call (269) 469-3097

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
 Stop 27 Rental available February-March 2021. 3BR/2.5BA. A/C, 
W/D, library, sunroom, fully furnished. $2,200/mo + utilities + deposit. 

30-day minimum. No pets/smokers. View at bit.ly/lb_rental. 
Email LBrental@snouffer.net

Room for rent (near Ames Field). 
We prefer elderly tenants. Shared bedroom: $150/week. 

Private room: $200/week. Rent includes:
• room and board. 

• all utilities, water, cable. 
• most meals.

• on-site laundry facilities.
Common areas are shared with two other elderly people. $400 deposit 
required. Must have good references. We will do a background check. 

Call Sue at (219) 874-4891.
DARLING MICHIANA SHORES COTTAGE: 2BR/1.5BA, hot tub. $200/

night, Feb.-March, sec. dep., cleaning fee (2-night min.). Permit No. 
2020-02. Email Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com 

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Greenwood Cemetery plots for sale. Northwest corner, Section C, 

block 15, plots 1-6. Upon entrance to cemetery, turn left at circle, first left, 
plots are in the section on the right. $1,500 per plot.

If interested, call (708) 269-9717.

Unity Scholarship Application Online
Unity Foundation of LaPorte County is accepting 

applications for the 2021 cycle of scholarships and 
awards through Friday, April 2.

Scholarships and awards average $1,000 each. 
In addition to graduating high-school seniors and 

continuing college students, many 
scholarships are open for adults 
seeking a professional certifi cate or 
associate, undergraduate, graduate 
or doctoral degree. 

The Unity Foundation General 
Scholarship application allows stu-
dents to apply for several scholar-

ships through one form that, along with eligibility 
requirements and additional information, are avail-
able at www.ufl c.net. Applicants should begin the 
process early, since there are several steps.

Three additional scholarship opportunities re-
quiring separate applications are available for stu-
dents meeting specifi c criteria. These applications 
also are due by April 2, with more information 
available on the website.

Community members can nominate deserving 
students or adults for two specialty awards
• Diane Kay Bamberth Memorial Award. Bamberth 

was dedicated to community service and local 
events. The award goes to a LaPorte High School 
graduating senior pursuing a four-year under-
graduate degree who exemplifi es humility, tenac-
ity and strength of character during adversity.

• Jan Nona Environmental Stewardship Award. Its 
purpose is to honor students or “teachers inspir-
ing students” in the Michigan City area who, like 
Nona, become involved in local environmental is-
sues. The recipient must be a resident of LaPorte 
or Porter counties. The award will be paid to the 
recipient, or college or university on behalf of the 
recipient, or to a recognized charity of the recipi-
ent’s choice.
Since 1992, Unity has awarded more than $5 mil-

lion in scholarships to LaPorte County students.

mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
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The Diplomat’s Wife by Pam Jenoff (hardcov-
er reissue (2020) $28.99; original 2008 release avail-
able in paperback $16.99 in bookstores and online; 
also available as an eBook. 362 pages.) 

Pam Jenoff wrote The Diplomat’s Wife back in 
2008, but it was reissued, likely because of the suc-
cess of her other six novels, the most popular being 
The Lost Girls of Paris, The Commandant’s Girl (the 
prequel to this one) and The Orphan’s Tale, which I 
reviewed in 2017. It was such a heartfelt read, I was 
intrigued to read this book. I wasn’t disappointed.

Explored here are the years fol-
lowing the end of the war — the late 
1940s — when the map of eastern 
Europe changed again, when Na-
zis were replaced by Communists 
and diplomacy was fi lled by spies 
and counter-spies. It also poses an 
interesting question — we all know 
about diplomats, but what about 
their wives? How much do they 
know? Would they ever get involved 
in their husband’s work? Jenoff 
latches onto something signifi cant: 
The possibilities are intriguing.

The story begins in April 1945 in 
a concentration camp in Germany:

“No, not dead. Not yet, but soon. 
I can take no more…Did I talk? No, 
a voice within me replies. You said 
nothing. You did well.”

Marta Nederman is a Polish Jew 
captured by the Gestapo after she 
kills a Nazi Commandant to save her friends. They 
were part of the resistance movement. The Nazis 
fi nd her, arrest her and take her to the camp at 
Dachau, where she is starved and beaten, yet never 
reveals the names of her group.

Months later, the war ends, the Allies capture the 
camp and a kind American G.I. — he says his name 
is Paul Mattison — fi nds Marta and takes her, half 
dead, to a hospital at an Austrian refugee camp for 
treatment from wounds and starvation. Recuper-
ating in the hospital, Marta makes friends with a 
nurse, Dava, and Rose, another patient from a Nazi 
camp. 

A shock for Marta comes the day Paul shows up 
at the hospital. They talk and walk, he rows them 
in a boat and…well, do I really have to explain what 
happens next?

Rose, meanwhile, has a blood disorder making 
her too weak to fi ght her starvation. She and Marta 
become close, and when she dies, Marta feels she’s 
lost a member of her own family. Before Rose died, 
she arranged for Marta to get her passport, mon-

ey and a ticket to London to her aunt’s house. She 
wanted Marta to have a chance at the life she knew 
she would never have. 

Paul is shipped out soon. Marta thinks she has 
seen the last of him, but the couple surprisingly 
meet in Paris and make plans to do so again in Lon-
don and marry. Ah, the best laid plans…

As fate would have it, the lovers are denied their 
meeting — Paul fails to show up in London — and 
Marta is left pregnant and alone. What to do? The 
aunt offers her a home for as long as she needs.

Marta meets Simon Gold, a British diplomat in 
the intelligence offi ce. He’s looking 
for an assistant who can translate. 
Their relationship quickly evolves 
into a marriage proposal, even 
though Marta feels no real love for 
Simon. But, it is security for her and 
her daughter. The baby is born “pre-
mature,” so Simon thinks it was his 
child. 

I wondered why Jenoff glossed 
over Marta’s wedding to Simon and 
the birth of her daughter, Rachel, 
but as they say, stick around, the 
best is yet to come. 

Marta sits in on meetings and 
takes notes for her husband. One 
day, she is startled to hear a name 
from her work with the resistance. 
Marek Andek had the code for a list 
giving names of those working with 
the Russians that would reveal a 
spy in the British offi ce. No one could 

recognize this man…except Marta.
Despite Simon’s protests, Marta volunteers to go 

to Germany and fi nd him. Now, the story really be-
gins…

Communism is rearing its ugly head in eastern 
Europe, and while Marta has many reservations 
about revisiting the horrors of her past, she is deter-
mined to fi nd Andek, following a dangerous path to 
fi nd her former resistance compatriot. Her attempt 
to fi nd Andek soon turns into a cat-and-mouse game 
not unlike her resistance work. The race is on, and 
there’s no turning back.

Plenty of action, plenty of heartbreak and plenty 
of good reading.

Jenoff holds a degree in international affairs from 
George Washington University and a degree in his-
tory from Cambridge, and a Juris Doctor from Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. Her novels are inspired by 
her experiences working at the Pentagon, and as a 
diplomat for the State Department handling Holo-
caust issues in Poland. 

Till next time, happy reading!
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers .................219.728.7295

Katie Boscaccy ............219.929.8875

Judi Donaldson ...........219.879.1411

Jamie Follmer ..............219.851.2164

Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951

Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Giorgios Karayannis...219.805.6754

Kaileyne Krask .............219.851.7290

Karrie McCorkel ..........219.898.1009

Daiva Mockaitis ...........219.670.0982

Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy ....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks .....................574.876.5967

Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920

Pat Tym ..........................219.210.0324

Jack Zahrndt ................219.873.4377

191 Total Team Transactions*

$75+ Million Total Team Volume*

1 Great Team

*Source: GNIAR total transactions and total sales for all team members 1/1/20-12/31/20.

Thank you to our clients for putting your trust in us.

See you in 2021...
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SPRING MARKET IS COMING!


