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The new mural by Alex Ann Allen is designed in three tiers. View it in color online at:
www.thebeacher.com or www.facebook.com/thebeacher911

An Infusion of Color
by Linda Weigel

H
ow many of us, I wonder, fi nd our-
selves emerging from the pandemic 
longing for something new and col-
orful to capture our attention. Some 

color therapy. Something bold, vibrant and juicy.
My wish came true during a special dedication 

where I saw rise before me a three-tiered splash of 
dynamic, colorful design. The dedication was held 
in the parking lot at Washington and Eighth streets 

directly across from the new mural, which is in-
stalled on the rear façade of Hokkaido Sushi Res-
taurant, 725 Franklin St. It is layered over three 
levels wrapping the fi rst two levels, projecting a 
solid, dynamic energy. 

Making this wonderful addition to the commu-
nity possible are the Michigan City Mainstreet As-
sociation and artist Alex Ann Allen. The non-profi t 
MCMA is not affi liated with the city, its reach large-

Continued on Page 2
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everything is in line with our mission and what we 
hope to see for the UAD and the city.” 

For example, the committee sought permission 
from the Historic Review Board before proceeding. 
The board needed to ensure the project was profes-
sional, had proper insurance, contracts, was safely 
executed, ethical and something everyone in the 
community could enjoy. The board also has guide-
lines for murals, including the kind of paints used, 
and that the building owner agree to do the upkeep.  

“They didn’t have a voice in which artist or design 
we chose,” May said. “But, we reviewed with them 
a mutual understanding about what was eligible.  
We obviously would never have anything go up that 
promoted hatred in any way. We would not have de-
pictions of any single person — nothing that could 
be considered divisive.”  

The next step was a call for artists to submit ap-
plications and proposals by a March 15 deadline, 
the goal being to have the mural completed by June 
1. A $5,000 award would go to the selected artist.  
The committee received 25 applications.

“We chose her (Allen) because her work was very 
vibrant, lively and she was very professional in her 
application,” May said. “She really lived up to that 
professionalism throughout the time she worked on 
the mural. She was impressive at every step.”

Born and raised in South Bend, Allen has been 
interested in art for 
as long as she can 
remember.  The col-
or wheel always in-
trigued her, not sur-
prising considering 
the vibrancy of her 
mural.

“My mom is a 
photographer and 
big inspiration of 
mine,” she said. 
“She also won many 
scholastic gold keys 
in high school for 
her ink drawings. As 
a single mother, she 
is my inspiration 
and gave me a great 
work ethic.

“I am a 27-year-

ly within the Uptown Arts District. Allen is grow-
ing talent out of South Bend. The story of how it 
all came together is a lesson on what can be accom-
plished when dedicated citizens work in tandem for 
the community’s mutual benefi t. 

Abby May is such a 
citizen. A past MCMA 
president, she chairs the 
First Friday Art Walk 
Summer Series. This 
dedication marked the 
June event.  May also is 
director of the Safe Har-
bor after school summer 
program. We began by 
talking about the MCMA 
board, itself, which is 
comprised of building 
owners, business own-
ers, restaurateurs and 
the like. A variety of peo-

ple with different perspectives, all volunteers dedi-
cated to improving the quality of Michigan City’s 
UAD.

The inclusion of a new mural was an outgrowth of 
the MCMA project committee.

“We choose one 
project at a time to 
tackle full force,” 
May said. “So, we 
threw out ideas ask-
ing what should our 
next project be in 
the UAD, and then 
we voted. We voted 
for our effort to be 
a mural.  We were 
so excited because 
we have for a long 
time wanted to get 
a mural up in the 
UAD, and it takes a 
lot of work. There is 
a lot of coordination, 
planning, work fi nd-
ing the artist, and 
making sure that 

An Infusion of Color Continued from Page 1

Alex Ann Allen.

Abby May

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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old self-taught artist, learning through the process 
of repetition and artists that inspire me online and 
in real life. I was planning to go to school in Chicago 
this fall, but made the decision to stay to save mon-
ey and take online classes, which is what I will be 
focusing on in late fall/early winter. My mindset is 
to never lose your hunger to learn more, and always 
be eager to experiment with your craft.

“I’m half portrait painter, half muralist,” she con-
tinued. “I love them equally, and I’ve found true 
happiness being able to combine the two as a living.  
In the spring/summer time, I paint outdoor murals 
and in the fall/winter I paint portraits in solitude in 
my studio. It’s the best of both worlds. My goal is to 
paint large-scale, empowering portrait murals with 
colorful backgrounds.”  

Alex Ann Allen is photographed atop the fi rst layer 
of her three-tiered mural.

Allen also is a former member of Northern Indi-
ana Artists. Asked about her artistic style, she re-
plied, “I don’t want to put a label on it, but I suppose 
you have to as an artist. I want to forever change my 
style throughout my life. But for right now, in this 
moment, I’m searching for movement in my work.  
Using my own color stories, shapes and patterns, 
I plan with an intention to spark joy in the viewer 
and lift their spirits. That is my purpose.”

When asked how she discovered this MCMA proj-
ect, she said a friend introduced her to the opportu-
nity, and she was “immediately intrigued. I’ve never 
come across a mural opportunity like this before, 
and I’m so honored to have been chosen.”

In preparing and developing her design, Allen 
wanted it to get smaller as the viewer’s gaze reach-
es the top.

“I’m fascinated with architecture and use spiral 
staircases often as inspiration to create my images,” 
she explained.

In prepping the walls, she began by priming with 
white before starting, including the sides.

Continued on Page 4

TAKE THE LAPORTE COUNTY ANTIQUE TOUR

This way to a treasure trove of great fi nds.

adnum=60637180To Request A Map Visit www.olddoodads.com

The Bookwarm
11576 W. U.S. Hwy.30, Ste. B • Wanatah, IN

219-733-2403
Attic Accents

831 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN

The Antique Market
I-94 & US 421 • Michigan City, IN

219-879-4084
Plain & Fancy Antiques

5395 W. Johnson Rd. • La Porte, IN
219-362-5277

Vintage Lighting By R. Jerome
3297 N. 400 W. • La Porte, IN

219-369-3241
Forrester Road Mercantile

0754 S. Forrester Rd. • La Porte, IN
219-324-3058

The Bookworm The Bookwarm
11576 W. U.S. Hwy.30, Ste. B • Wanatah, IN

219-733-2403
Attic Accents

831 Franklin St., Michigan City, IN

The Antique Market
I-94 & US 421 • Michigan City, IN

219-879-4084
Plain & Fancy Antiques

5395 W. Johnson Rd. • La Porte, IN
219-362-5277

Vintage Lighting By R. Jerome
3297 N. 400 W. • La Porte, IN

219-369-3241
Forrester Road Mercantile

0754 S. Forrester Rd. • La Porte, IN
219-324-3058

The Bookworm

As Time Goes By 
614 Lincolnway • La Porte, IN 

219-324-4868

Freckle Farm Primitives & 
Antiques 

508 State Street • LaPorte, IN 
219-380-5773

The Bookworm 
11576 W. U.S. Hwy. 30, Ste. B • Wanatah, IN 

219-733-2403
The Antique Market 

I-94 & US 421 • Michigan City, IN 
219-879-4084

Vintage Lighting By R. Jerome 
3297 N. 400 W. • La Porte, IN 

219-369-3241

RESERVATIONS
Tickets Available at www.mcmessiah.com,

by email at dmm8635@mac.com.
Tickets can be picked up at

First Presbyterian Church, 121 W. 9th St.,
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Wednesdays

Tickets also available for Dress Rehearsal
at 11 a.m., Sat., June 26.

http://www.mcmessiah.com
mailto:dmm8635@mac.com
http://www.olddoodads.com
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hoping to see a push for that this summer.”
Hearing about this made clear the evolution and 

development of the new mural. Everything was in 
place for it. They had the funding for it. They had 
a committee excited to pursue the project, and as a 
fully volunteer organization with no paid staff, they 
had people willing to step up and organize. 

As things progressed on the mural, the decision 
was made to celebrate the completed work with a 
special dedication coordinated with First Friday.  
They also invited all of the artists who applied to 
set up their own booth to show and sell their work. 
They titled the event “Mural Bash, Vol. 1” because 
it is hoped, May said, “that there will be many more 
volumes of murals commissioned by the MCMA.”

Allen calls the mural a dream job.
“From start to fi nish, I would do it all over again,” 

she said. “When it was done, I had a few extra days 
to relax and enjoy downtown, and I still wanted to 
get up and continue adding color!  I am so thankful 
for this opportunity.”

(All photos from the event by Linda Weigel.)
❑

(For more information about the MCMA visit 
theuptownartsdistrict.com/mcma-about/)

“When I make my designs, I sometimes print out 
multiple artworks that inspire me online,” she said. 
“I pick apart different colors and search for a com-
bination pleasing to the eye. I sometimes describe it 
as playing basketball, moving the colors back and 
forth to fi nd my balance.”

It took her about 10 days with the two mural ex-
tensions (the sides of the fi rst two levels). Initially, 
the side extensions were not included in the com-
mission, but Allen felt it was necessary. She used 
Montana spray paint as a clear coat sealer.  

As I viewed her art, I realized she had lifted my 
spirits. Meanwhile, I found myself wondering, why 
this location? May made it clear location was criti-
cal when considering where to place the mural. 

The issue, May explained, became twofold. Does 
the committee seek permission for a city-owned wall 
or from a private building owner? With a list of pos-
sibilities, the committee began speaking to private 
building owners. In the end, they chose Hokkaido. 

“We knew that this would be such a striking loca-
tion with the three tiers if we could pull it off,” May 
said. “The building owners were amazing to work 
with from the very beginning. They always wanted 
to put a mural there and felt it would be fantastic.  
They were energetic and collaborative and just won-
derful and a pleasure to work with.”

I asked May about funding, and how the project 
committee would pay for the commission.

“We are self-sustaining,” she replied. “We have 
corporate sponsors, which we are very thankful for.  
We also host events throughout the year, such as 
Shelf Ice Brewfest, St. Patrick’s Parade, First Fri-
day Art Walk Summer Series, Swale Music Festi-
val, Taste of Michigan City and the Halloween Fes-
tival. We sell beer, wine, seltzer at those events, and 
those sales allow us to throw future events.

“We also sell affordable tickets at the Shelf Ice 
Brewfest and the Swale Music Festival, which helps 
our income as well for the year. The Brewfest is our 
biggest fundraiser. Other than those two events, the 
rest are free to the public, and we are proud of that.

“Those funds allow us to not only do events, but to 

An Infusion of Color Continued from Page 3 do other projects,” she continued. “For instance, we 
offer a music grant to business owners in the UAD 
who want to bring a band into their restaurant or 
shop. We’ll pay for the band. Additionally, we have 
a block party grant of $1,000 for anyone wanting to 
do a block party in the UAD. Launched just before 
the COVID shutdown, we had initiated a blade sign 
grant to fund any business who wants one. We are 

This side view of 
the mural reveals its 

intriguing confi guration.

The First Friday celebration allowed local artists to participate,
 including John Ryszka, pictured here.
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461 Small Pond Court, Valparaiso,
This exquisite, custom-built home in Valparaiso’s Turtle Run subdivision has so much to offer. A ranch home with walkout 
basement sitting on about 3 acres. 2-car garage with additional detached 2 1/2 car heated garage. 4BR, 3 1/2 baths, sunroom, 
formal dining room, laundry room, almost 4,600 finished sq ft, plus lots of storage in unfinished. Geotherm heating and cooling 
AND dual-zoned radiant floor heat in basement. Walkout basement has tons of natural light and gorgeous views. Also has wet 
bar, micro, sm rfrg giving possibilities of separate living space in lower level. 2-level back deck and lower level paver patio with 
fire pit. Beautifully landscaped. Covered front porch. Washington Township schools & taxes. Listing Price: $775,000

Helen Chupp, REALTOR
RE/MAX Realty Associates 

(219) 405-8920 phone or text
hchupprealtor@aol.com

www.helenchupp.com

Available for the First Time

mailto:hchupprealtor@aol.com
http://www.helenchupp.com
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

Canterbury Summer Theatre’s 53rd season be-
gins with the comedy-drama “Out of Love” on June 
16-19 at Canterbury Theatre, 807 Franklin St.

Written by Elinor Cook, the play debuted at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 2017, then was pro-
duced in London the next year. Chicago’s Inter-
robang Theatre 
Co. served as the 
American pre-
miere in 2019. 
It examines the 
30-year friend-
ship of Lorna and 
Grace, two girls 
growing up in a 
stagnating small 
town, beginning 
as they become 
best friends on 
the playground. 
However, the 
scenes of their 
lives together are 
not told chrono-
logically, but 
rather in a way 
that reveals hid-
den, humorous, 
sometimes pain-
ful truths about 
their friendship.

Canterbury Associate Artistic Director David 
Graham will mark his 31st staging for the summer 
theater group. His show stars Anne Brown, Melanie 
Frasca and Jeroen Frank Kales, all making their 
Canterbury debuts.

Brown, an actress based in Los Angeles, has ap-

peared in productions such as “The Great Gatsby” 
and “Death and the Maiden,” as well as on screen in 
“NCIS: New Orleans” and “Geostorm.”

Frasca, a Michigan native, teaches at Texas Tech 
University, where she is pursuing a Master of Fine 
Arts in performance and pedagogy. She worked at 

Pit and Balcony 
Theatre and 
S h a k e s p e a r e 
Theatre of New 
Jersey, and has 
performed in 
“Lady Winder-
mere’s Fan” and 
“9 to 5: The Mu-
sical.”

O r i g i n a l l y 
from Holland, 
Kales is an ac-
tor living in Los 
Angeles. Stage 
credits include 
Bobby Strong 
in “Urinetown,” 
Demetrius in 
“A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” 
and Eric Swan 
in “Cash on 

Delivery,” along 
with appearances 

in several independent fi lms.
Leah Mazur returns as guest artist to create the 

scenic design. She is assistant professor of scenog-
raphy and resident designer at St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland. She formerly worked as scenic de-
signer and technical director at Canterbury for fi ve 
seasons, while also performing in several shows, 
including the starring role in “A Closer Walk with 
Patsy Cline.”

Costume design is by Sarah Schwartz and Jakob 
Innes, with lighting by Austin Ferrari. Megan Ross 
is the stage manager.

The production, which contains adult themes 
and language, is recommended for high school age 
and older. Performances are at 2 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Fridays and 6:30 p.m. 
Saturdays. Tickets are $16-$17, with discounts for 
seniors and students. They can be purchased by 
calling (219) 874-4269 or email info@canterbury-
theatre.org

Canterbury will follow health and safety proto-
cols as set forth by the Indiana State Health De-
partment, implementing socially-distanced seating 
and other precautions. Patrons are not required to 
wear masks, but are recommended to do so if they 
feel it necessary.

Canterbury Summer Theatre Opens 53rd Season With “Out of Love”

Melanie Frasca, Anne Brown and Jeroen Frank Kales star in “Out of Love.”

mailto:mark@markcuri.com
mailto:info@canterbury-theatre.org
mailto:info@canterbury-theatre.org
mailto:info@canterbury-theatre.org
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19562 OAK DRIVE
New Buffalo, Michigan

3 BEDROOMS/2.5 BATHS
$629,000

2618 BELLE PLAINE TRAIL
Long Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS/3 BATHS
$529,000

1701 FRANKLIN STREET
Michigan City, Indiana

COMMERCIAL SPACE/2 APARTMENTS
$295,000

8201 JUNIPER STREET
Gary, Indiana

3 HILLTOP LOTS/LAKE MICHIGAN VIEWS
$200,000 - $300,000

2304 HAZELTINE DRIVE
Long Beach, Indiana

5 BEDROOMS/5.5 BATHS
$1,100,000

52214 MAIN DRIVE
Grand Beach, Michigan
6 BEDROOMS/6.5 BATHS

$2,150,000

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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Rudy & Mike Conner

Brand new construction for early Fall 2021 delivery. Maintenance-free 

living near beach! Open-concept main floor, stainless appliances, 

quartz & marble counters, 3 and 4 bedroom options available.  

Reserve now to select your own upgrades. Prime location, only 3/10 

mile to beach, close to Washington Park/Zoo, Marina, restaurants, 

and Dune Billie’s Cafe - a neighborhood favorite!

Michigan City, IN  •  Call for New Construction Pricing

504-512 S Lake Avenue

Rudy - 219.898.0708 • Mike -  312.735.2912

3 UNITS UNDER CONTRACT
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers.................219.728.7295

Katie Boscaccy............219.929.8875

Judi Donaldson ...........219.879.1411

Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164

Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951

Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis...219.805.6754

Kaileyne Krask .............219.851.7290

Karrie McCorkel ..........219.898.1009

Daiva Mockaitis ...........219.670.0982

Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967

Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920

Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324

Jack Zahrndt................219.873.4377

To see more of this listing, please visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

113 E 9TH STREET
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

2 BED / 1 BATH • 933 SF

2113 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
LONG BEACH, IN

3 BED / 2 BATH • 1,784 SF 

1660 N 500 E
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

3 BED / 2.1 BATH • 2,762 SF

304 NORTHBROOK DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

4 BED / 2 BATH • 2,500 SF 

REDUCED PRICE!

REDUCED PRICE!

JUST LISTED!
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Arthur  Anderson John  Balich Phil Bauman 

Megan Bowen Marco Chavarry Tom Flint 

Priscilla  Hellenga Bill  Korbel Pat Putnam 

Laura Roberts Ron Spears Garth  Taylor 

Mary  Wilson   

Advertising Events Fundraising 

The School of American Music offers world-class 
concerts and classes throughout Harbor Country. 
If you love music and the arts, please consider 
volunteering for the board. 

To see about becoming part of Michiana’s musical 
connection, please contact us at 269-409-1191 
schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com  

The LaPorte County Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau, 4073 
Franklin St., will host a kick-
off celebration of Naomi Bow-
man Talbert Anderson on June-
teenth, Saturday, June 19.

Doors open at 5 p.m., with 
remarks at 5:30 p.m. Mix and 
Mingle will continue until 6:30 
p.m. Light refreshments will 
be served. Sculptor Bernard 
Williams will speak and show 
an image of the large narra-
tive sculpture to be installed at 
Charles Westcott Park this fall. 

Born in 1843 and raised in 
Michigan City, Anderson was 
a noted 19th-century African-
American suffragist, civil rights 
activist and writer. She was 
known as a dynamic speaker, 
appearing with founders of the 
women’s suffragist movement. 
She died in 1899. 

“This large, multi-piece artwork will refl ect the life 
and legacy of Anderson amidst the historical and cul-
tural forces that shaped the suffragist and human 

Kickoff Event to Celebrate Suffragist Naomi Anderson 
rights struggle in a strikingly 
original way,” Bonnie Schaaf, 
lead researcher and longtime 
Michigan City resident, said in a 
press release.

Also to be unveiled is a his-
toric photograph of a Pullman 
Standard laborer provided to the 
Michigan City Public Art Com-
mittee by Barker Mansion. The 
laborer’s identity is unknown, as 
is the source of the original pho-
to, which has been enlarged to 
poster size. Considered “iconic” 
of the city’s industrial history, 
MAC is seeking information to 
identify him.

Student poetry related to 
Anderson will be displayed, as 
well as an exhibit titled “Pre-
cious Harborside Bonds: Char-
lie’s Kids.” Carnessa Carnes will 
present a brief spoken-word per-

formance
Masks are required. Contact Dale Cooper, 

LCC&VB manager and curator, at (219) 872-5055 
for more details. 

The photo of the Pullman Standard laborer.

mailto:schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com
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VINCE KISALA
REALTOR®

(312) 804-2193

vkisala@daprileproperties.com
VinceKisala.com

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
IS INTERESTED IN BUYING OR SELLING, 

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY!

• Incredible views of Lake 
Michigan, sunsets and sunrises, 
and Chicago

• Off-street parking in addition to 
the 2-car garage

• Wrap-around deck

• Short walk down to Porter Beach

• Open concept with exposed 
wood vaulted ceiling

•

• Short-term rentals allowed

• Great for entertaining

•

• Sub-Zero refrigerator

• 2 Sunken en suite primary 
bathrooms

RARELY AVAILABLE 
MULTI-LEVEL BEACH 
HOUSE WITH INCREDIBLE 
LAKE VIEWS IN SOUGHT 
AFTER PORTER BEACHFEATURED LIS

TIN
G

290
1 G

lac
ier

 Trl. 
Port

er, 
IN

mailto:vkisala@daprileproperties.com
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Thanks to Friends of the 
Library, the reach of New 
Buffalo Township Library 
will go beyond its walls at 
33 N. Thompson St.

The New Buffalo FOL is 
a member of the Free Lit-
tle Library network. Two 
of these “bookshelves” are 
installed in high-traffi c ar-
eas. One is in the center 
of downtown New Buffalo 
on the northeast corner 
of Merchant and Whit-
taker streets. The other is 
in New Buffalo Township 
Memorial Park, 17425 Red 
Arrow Highway.

Operating on the honor 
system, a Little Free Li-
brary is a free book-shar-
ing box where anyone may 
take a book or share one. A 
FOL steward monitors the 
quantity and quality of the 
book choices. Each box is 
posted with the following 

simple rules:
• Take Books: If you see 

a book you would like to 
read, take it.

• Share Books: Pass 
them on to a friend or re-
turn them to the Little 
Free Library.

• Give Books: Donate 
any books you’ve loved for 
others to share.
Founded in Hudson, Wis., 

Little Free Library is a non-
profi t organization that now 
boasts more than 100,000 
registered locations, result-
ing in more than 42 million 
books read annually.

The main library now is 
open for full service every 
day but Sunday.  

Little Free Libraries in New Buffalo Ready for the Season

The Little Free Library 
installed in downtown 
New Buffalo by the 
Friends of the Library.
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THE PERFECT COUNTRY  SETTING

2 acres - beautiful landscaping   
surrounds this well built and main-
tained 3 bedroom, 2 bath RANCH 
HOME. Great character, details and 
charm inside & out.                                                           
141 S Forrester Rd.                              
La Porte County, IN           $539,000                                 

Stunning entryway and office. Hardwood 
flooring has inlays, tastefully done to 
perfection. 

GREAT ROOM features vaulted ceiling,  
2-story windows, fireplace, window seat, 
custom bar with sink & built-in            
appliances, plus a loft above. VERY 
NICE KITCHEN with breakfast nook and 
angled island is open to the dining room 
with vaulted ceiling, 2nd fireplace,     
custom stained glass upper window, 
and French doors lead to the               
2nd covered porch

Main bedroom with custom        
detailed walk-in closet and a       
well-appointed en suite. Large 
basement is partially finished.        
2-car attached garage and a       
second garage is in the 44'x23'  
two-story cedar-sided barn with 
heat, water, and more! Beautiful 
and private backyard is fully 
fenced, lined with tall evergreens 
on 3 sides, flower gardens, and a 
cedar-sided screen house. Whole 
house generator is a big bonus.

All information is 
believed to be true, 
buyer to verify

141SForresterRoad.C21.com

3030MayfieldWay.C21.com

RARELY AVAILABLE - OVERSIZED LOT in 

Michigan City on Moore Rd.   

Get it before it’s gone!  Call Randy 219.877.7069                                                                
All permits required.

LONG BEACH LOT
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DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising in the Dining Guide?

Call us today at 
(219) 879-0088

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More
Valid through 6/30/21

R  E  S  T  A  U  R  A  N  T

77.99$$DDIINNEE IINN oorr CCAARRRRYYOOUUTT

www.FiddleheadMC.com

DINE IN or CARRYOUT

422 Franklin St, Michigan City, IN | 219.210-3253

7.99$UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP! • NON-SMOKING ENVIRONMENT
NOW SERVING LIQUOR & CRAFT COCKTAILS

124 W. 4th St. • (219) 879-9956 • www.ritzklub.com 

SAME TRADITIONAL 
BURGERS & REUBENS

NEW MODERN PUB FARE ITEMS
NOW FAMILY FRIENDLY UNTIL 

8:30PM 

SIXTEEN DRAFT BEERS
EXTENSIVE CRAFT, 
GERMAN IMPORT & 

DOMESTIC BEER SELECTION
DRAFT, BOTTLES & CANS  

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

THURSDAY
COMFORT FOOD

ALL DAY

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

Wed.-Thurs. open 3pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am. 

@bartlettsfishcamp

JOIN US ON OUR OUTDOOR PATIO!

LOOK FOR
LIVE MUSIC
THIS SUMMER!

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

http://www.FiddleheadMC.com
http://www.ritzklub.com
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Tricia Meyer
Broker/Owner
219-871-2680

4    T

Happy Father’s Day!Happy Father’s Day!
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POSHPOSH
Consignment Boutique Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Scrap Shapeless Clothing Scrap Shapeless Clothing
 

Step Up-to-Posh!Step Up-to-Posh!
Premium Consigners Premium Consigners

Taking Women/Men Summer Consignment Appts Taking Women/Men Summer Consignment Appts
Thank you for Supporting Small BusinessThank you for Supporting Small Business

New Lubeznik Center Exhibit
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 

has unveiled its summer exhibit “Bramson/Indiana/
Lake,” which runs through Oct. 15.

The opening reception is from 3-7 p.m. Friday, 
July 2.

Exhibiting in the Hyndman Gallery is work by 
Phyllis Bramson that 
spans two decades. 
Her art, which refl ects 
an affi nity for allegory, 
includes paintings and 
sculptures that inte-
grate edginess, beauty 
and humor.

Robert Indiana, 
whose works occupy 
the Brincka/Cross Gal-
lery, creates signpost 
warnings about the 
future. Widely known 
for his signature piece, 
“LOVE, 1966,” he also 
explores America’s po-

litical past from the 1960s and 1970s. His display 
features seven original prints.

Mayumi Lake creates a site-specifi c installation 
in LCA’s Susan Block Gallery that reclaims and up-
dates the use of Housouge — a motif made up of 
fl owers, leaves and fruit. During times of disaster 
in ancient Japan, whether natural or human-made, 
individuals fi lled sacred sites with these mythical 
fl owers to quell fear and despair.

A public Gallery Talk led by LCA Exhibition Di-
rector Lora Fosberg is at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, July 
10. Registration is available on Eventbrite under Lu-
beznik Center for the Arts, or visit https://rb.gy/vglfnl.

Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org for more details.

https://rb.gy/vglfnl
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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harbor country

3 OAKS, MI

RANDOLPHSTREETMARKET.COM

40 Top Dealers Present A Curated Selection of Art, 
Antiques, Vintage Housewares & Fashion, Estate Jewelry 

Tickets are $5 with $1 going to Fernwood Botanical Garden.

2021 Market Dates
MAY 29+30
JUNE 19+20

JULY 3+4
AUGUST 7+8

SEPTEMBER 4+5
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Growing up, Dad always wanted the very best for you.  
Now that he’s getting older, he deserves the same.

Call 219.379.5085 or Visit Our Website to Schedule 
Your FREE Lunch & Tour!

(Don’t worry. We are taking the necessary precautions to keep you safe.)

RittenhouseVillage.com
4300 Cleveland Avenue, Michigan City, IN 46360

Active Independent Living | Assisted Living | SHINE® Memory Care

©2021 Discovery Senior Living. All Rights Reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or withdrawal without notice. Void 
where prohibited by law. Managed and Operated by Discovery Senior Living. Equal Opportunity Care Provider. RVMC-0137 6/21
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Long Beach Summer Camp
Applications available June 1, 2021!

Dates: June 21 – July 30  
Days: Monday – Friday 
Time: 9–11:30 a.m. 
Location: Long Beach Community Center 
Ages: 3-11 
Fee: Resident Full Camp: $125
Non-Resident Full Camp: $200 
Resident Weekly: $50 
Non-Resident Weekly: $75
Weekly Themes 
Week 1: Fire and Ice
Week 2: Throwback Week 
Week 3: Glow Games 
(No Camp July 5) 
Week 4: Medical Minds 
Week 5: Mind Games
Week 6: Olympics

All registration forms are available at Long 
Beach Town Hall, Long Beach Community 
Center and online at www.longbeachin.org
 

Any questions email 
longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com

Long Beach Summer Tennis Camp
Applications available June 1, 2021!

Dates: June 22 – July 29  
Days: Tuesday and Thursday 
Time: 8–9 a.m. 
Location: Long Beach Community Center 
Tennis Courts 
Ages: 6-11 
Fee: Resident: $50 
Non-Resident: $60 

balls are provided for all lessons. 

All registration forms are available at Long 
Beach Town Hall, Long Beach Community 
Center and online at www.longbeachin.org
 

Any questions email 
longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com

Roosevelt Pipe Organ Series
The 20th season of the Roosevelt Pipe Organ Se-

ries continues Wednesday, June 16, at Christ Church 
(the former First Congregationalist Church), 531 
Washington St.

All performances are free and at 12:15 p.m. 
Wednesdays.

Performing June 23 is Matt Gerhard, who is direc-
tor of music at Ko-
komo Zion United 
Methodist Church 
and a choral assis-
tant at Northwest-
ern MS/HS who 
also teaches private 
piano. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree 
in church music 
from Olivet Naza-
rene University and 
a master’s degree 
in choral conduct-
ing from California 
Baptist University 

in 2010. 
As a recitalist, he has performed regularly for 

the Central Indiana Chapter of the American The-
atre Organ Society, the Fine Arts Series at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Kokomo, Calvary Baptist 
Church’s Gospel Hour in Kokomo, Olivet Nazarene 
University in Bourbonnais, Ill., and Timbercrest 
Senior Living Center in North Manchester, Ind.

The season runs through Aug. 18. Call (219) 608-
5358 for details.

Gerhard

Once Upon a Thursday
The online program “Once Upon a Thursday: Au-

thor Readings from Michael Fosberg” is from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 24, through Lubeznik 
Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.

Fosberg, a  Chicago native, has 
spoken at nearly a thousand high 
schools, colleges, government agen-
cies, corporations, law fi rms and 
non-profi ts since 2005, using his 
award-winning autobiographical 
story Incognito: An American Odys-
sey of Race and Self-Discovery as 
told through a one-man play. The 

aim is a meaningful dialogue on race and identity.
His latest book is Nobody Wants to Talk About It: 

Race, Identity and the Diffi culties in Forging Mean-
ingful Conversations.

Visit tinyurl.com/529dbefa to register.

Fosberg

http://www.longbeachin.org
mailto:longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com
http://www.longbeachin.org
mailto:longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com
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LAND FOR SALE
POKAGON DRIVE, MICHIANA SHORES, IN

$110,000 
82x122 Building Site • Deeded Beach Rights

BIRCHMONT AVE., NEW BUFFALO, MI
$350,000 

Premium Building Site • Village of Michiana
2 lots/2 blocks from Lake Michigan

BIRCH DRIVE, MICHIGAN CITY, IN
$50,000 

40x120 lot • City Sewer/Water
Deeded Beach Rights

BIRCH DRIVE, MICHIGAN CITY, IN
$55,000 

50x120 lot • City Sewer/Water
Deeded Beach Rights

19589 OAK DRIVE, NEW BUFFALO, MI 
$63,000 New Price 

60x100 Building Site • City Water & Septic
Michiana Shores Country Club

Private Association w/Beach Access

109 REDWING TRAIL, MICHIGAN CITY, IN
$94,000 

100% buildable site in Michiana Park
2 lots – 96x105 - Over 10,000 sq/ft

Deeded Beach Rights

1026 N. Karwick Road
(219) 871-0001

4121 Franklin St.
(219) 874-2121

T
MICHELE CIHAK

219-861-2073 • michelecihak@yahoo.com

725 Franklin St. •  Michigan City 
(219) 814-4226

Gift Cards Available

Hours:  Mon., Wed.-Sun. 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Closed Tuesday
Delivery with Grubhub and delivery.com • Order online for pickup at hokkaidomc.com

Japanese Restaurant & Sushi Bar 
 Beer, wine and saké

mailto:michelecihak@yahoo.com
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“In the Heights” is pure joy, an exhilarating ex-
perience where everyone involved gives you some-
thing extra. The energy is so high, the songs pulsat-
ing with life, you leave the fi lm on a high.

The source material, of course, is Lin-Manuel Mi-
randa’s Tony-winning Broadway musical. In terms 
of music, you can’t go wrong with this guy. With “In 
the Heights” and, of course, a little play you might 
have heard of called “Hamilton,” he has reinvented 
musical theater by infusing free-
style rap into the mix, the result 
being a fl uid, more contemporary 
feel. And, with actors of color fre-
quently relegated in the past to 
supporting roles.

The success of this fi lm adapta-
tion, though, rests with director 
John Chu (“Crazy Rich Asians”). 
He gets Lin-Manuel Miranda. 
How the music drives the drama. 
So, how he opens up the materi-
al, edits the visuals in sync with 
the music, helps the movie’s tone 
match the dynamics of Miranda’s 
score.

Shot on the streets of Washing-
ton Heights, the story introduces 
a community on borrowed time. 
Its inhabitants thrive off each oth-
er, but dream of a life elsewhere. 
Many have come to America hop-
ing for better, but realizing now, 
better exists elsewhere.

At the center is Usnavi, who runs his late father’s 
grocery and hopes to return to the Dominican Re-
public — his father’s old business is for sale. Usnavi 
is played by Miranda regular Anthony Ramos in a 
starmaking performance. An actor with consider-
able presence, fi lled with humor and heartache.

He’s not the only one, though. Actress Melissa 
Barrera as Vanessa Morales, Usnavi’s love interest,  
has star quality to spare. Not just in her chemistry 
with Ramos, but in her lovely vocals that remind us 
of Phillipa Soo in “Hamilton.” Ditto Corey Hawkins 
and Leslie Grace as Benny and Nina, respectively. 
They have a musical number that takes the concept 
of “walking on air” to magnifi cent heights.

Chu could simply stage these musical numbers  
by placing his camera squat in front of the perform-
ers. Instead, he ropes you in with a kinetic pull. 
Take, for instance, Vanessa’s big musical number, 
“It Won’t Be Long Now.” The character dreams of 
being in fashion. As she runs through the streets, 
brightly colored fabrics cascade down the sides of 
buildings — brilliant symbolism to convey dreams 
pursued and denied.

Another high point is the beautiful work by Olga 
Merediz, who returns to the role of Claudia, or 
Abuela, that she originated on Broadway. Claudia 
is the community matriarch: motherless, but hav-
ing raised so many youth in the community, Usna-
vi included. The role could be pure sentiment, but 
Merediz invests it with heart and grit, her big mu-
sical number, “Paciencia y Fe” (patience and faith), 
a dream sequence drenched in moving symbolism.

Chu, working with screenwriter Quiara Alegría 
Hudes, the play’s original scribe, fi nds clever ways 
to open up the musical numbers while honoring 
their roots. A big splashy number at a pool is a 
blast, while the choreography by Christopher Scott, 
well, you gotta see the dance numbers. They take 
your breath away.

(There’s also “Hamilton” Easter eggs for fans. 
Pay particular attention to the hold music Jimmy 
Smits endures at one point.)

“In the Heights” is alive in ways most movies are 
not. Clearly, what Chu has achieved impressed Hol-
lywood because next up for him is the long-await-
ed fi lm adaptation of “Wicked.” I can only start to 
imagine how spectacular it will be.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

“In the Heights” is Exhilarating on Every Level
by Andrew Tallackson

Anthony Ramos gives a starmaking performance as Usnavi. 

★ ★ ★ ★
“In the Heights”

Running time: 143 minutes. In theaters, HBO Max.
Rated PG-13 for some language and suggestive references

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Five Tips for Taking Care of Your Trees
1. Don’t “top” your trees.  Topping is the removal of large branches to reduce the height of the 

tree.  This causes decay that leads to large branch failures in the future.
2. Don’t “spike” your trees. Spiking causes wounds that lead to infection and tree decline.  

Anyone who spikes trees is causing long-term damage to the trees.
3. Avoid damage to the roots.  Large trucks cause soil compaction and digging up roots cause 

frayed wounds that can’t heal and create access points for pathogens (fungi) that start root 
rot and weaken the trees structural stability. Lawn mowers can also cause damage to the root 
flares. 

4. Protect the roots out to the drip line from any activity other than foot traffic.  The drip line is 
simply the outside edge of the canopy.  On a mature open grown oak, it can be a circle of 60 
feet in diameter.

5. Consult an ISA Certified Arborist before doing anything to your tree.  

Complete Tree Service Professionals
Arborist & Construction Consulting

Tree Pruning & Removals
Stump Grinding & Lot Clearing

Plant Health Care & Treatments
Pest & Disease Analysis

Storm Damage Removals

   Christian Siewert MI-0549A         
             ISA Certified Arborist on Staff

269-756-2571 www.treephilosophy.info treephilosophy@yahoo.com
TRAINED, EDUCATED, UP TO DATE, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

http://www.treephilosophy.info
mailto:treephilosophy@yahoo.com
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The “Conjuring” movies are a guilty pleasure for 
me, my nostalgia for old-school horror trumping the 
obvious silliness. These fi lms tout themselves as 
based on fact, but the scares are pure Hollywood. 
A nicer kind of fright, actually. Ghosts and demons. 
Less stomach-churning gore, more haunted house 
jump-scares.

And, they have Vera Farmiga and Patrick Wilson 
at the center.

As real-life demonologists Ed and Lorraine War-
ren, these actors could treat the franchise as be-
neath them – and it is – but they go about it with the 
same sincerity they invest in indie pictures. And the 
franchise’s latest, “The Conjuring: The Devil Made 
Me Do It,” is more about the Warrens, what binds 
them together, than the previous two pictures.

Consider this the love-conquers-all edition.
This is a good-looking sequel (in theaters and 

streaming on HBO Max), directed with a steady 
hand by Michael Chaves (“The Curse of La Lio-
rana”) that starts with the bare bones of an actual 
1981 case. Ed (Wilson) and Lorraine (Farmiga) doc-
ument the exorcism of an 8-year-old boy in Brook-
fi eld, Conn., and the opening scene illustrates how 
the series takes a nugget of truth and lavishes all 
the horror tropes on it. The end credits reveal the 
Warren’s actual recording of the incident. We hear 

only the boy and a female voice. That’s it. On the 
screen, we get howling winds, levitating tables and 
the boy’s body cracking into distorted positions. But 
hey, we’ll cut the movie some slack. The hyped-up 
visuals get the show started with a bang.

And it is during the exorcism when family friend 
Arne Johnson (Ruairi O’Connor) pleads with what-
ever is possessing the boy to take him instead. The 
evil spirit nicely obliges.

That leads to the fi lm’s most haunting image: a 
solitary fi gure, Arne, his hands and clothes drenched 
in blood, shambling along the roadside, muttering 
in disoriented confusion to a local deputy, “I think 
I hurt someone.” Turns out, he did more than that. 
He stabbed his boss to death 22 times. Arne’s at-
torney enters a “Devil Made Me Do It” plea, which 
the court fi nds impossible to justify, but Ed and Lor-
raine are called to help build a case for Arne.

The Latest in the “Conjuring” Franchise is Silly, Old School Fun
by Andrew Tallackson

Vera Farmiga and Patrick Wilson reprise their roles as Lorraine and Ed Warren in “The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me Do It.”

★ ★
“The Conjuring: The Devil 

Made Me Do It”
Running time: 112 minutes. Rated R for

terror, violence and some disturbing images

1/2
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Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
219-778-2568 • www.smallsgardencenter.com

Find Us On Facebook

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Free Complete Landscape Estimates • Residential Plant Design

Patios, Retaining Walls, Water Falls, Excavating, Driveway, Site Preparations, 
Pond & Small Lakes 1/2-7 Acres

WE DELIVER
Decorative Stone, Washstone, Limestone, Slag, Mulch, Topsoil, Flagstone 

Outcropping, Pavers & Boulders. Sale on Topsoil & Mulch -  
Call for Prices

Free Estimates

Landscaping
by

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
& Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!
30% OFF

LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 
EVERGREENS & MORE!

30% OFF
IN STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING,  
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

J.P.’s HOUSE & 
DECK CLEANING

Pressure washing, house deck, 
concrete walkways, siding, etc. 

Free estimates. 
Call (219) 221-1412

A straightforward legal thriller about how the de-
fense tried to make its point would have been fas-
cinating. How do you prove the supernatural exists 
in a legal world that depends on hard, solid facts. 
That sounds like my kind of movie. Then again, I 
am a nerd. We do not go to a “Conjuring” movie to 
see a John Grisham thriller. We go to hear creepy 
noises and cover our eyes before something leaps 
out of the dark.

The jump-scare tactic is pure manipulation. It 
gets really quiet, the camera pans to the left or 
right, then, BAM!, the soundtrack goes bonkers and 
something bolts out of the darkness. We’ve been 
groomed to wait for when a character relaxes after 
fearing the worst, then, well, you get my drift.

We have a fair share of those moments in “The 
Devil Made Me Do It,” but nowhere near as many as 
the franchise’s lame spinoffs involving deadly dolls 
and nasty nuns. Here, the series reveals the past 
of the Warrens, what attracted them to each other 
and what binds them for life. And by Ed suffering a 
heart attack during the exorcism, the couple’s well-
being drives much of the suspense. Farmiga and 
Wilson are so good, so steadfast in portraying the 
Warrens’ devotion to each other, we don’t want any-
thing bad to happen to them.

“The Devil Made Me Do It” isn’t great art. I likely 
won’t remember it a few weeks from now. Its simple 
pleasures, though, are abundantly enough.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Arne Johnson (Ruairi O’Connor) is discovered by police, wandering
along the roadway, disoriented, after committing a brutal murder.

http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
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Chicago’s Randolph Street only goes as far as 
Millennium Park on the lakefront.

But for this summer at least, one of the street’s 
more colorful elements — the Randolph Street Mar-
ket — has skipped eastward across the big lake, 
over the dunes, across six miles of rolling farmland 
and into Three Oaks, Mich.

Engineering that migration was founder Sally 
Schwartz, herself a 
force of nature. “Ran-
dolph Market Harbor 
Country” debuted over 
Memorial Day week-
end to sunny skies and 
strong crowds with its 
usual eclectic mix of 
art, jewelry, antiques, 
vintage housewares, 
fashion, books and oth-
er fi nds.

From her tiny com-
mand post inside the 
former Blue Moon Vin-
tage Market on Three 
Oaks Road, Schwartz 
issued instructions to 
an employee, greeted 
old friends from Chica-
go and answered a ques-
tion from one of the more than 40 dealers — pretty 
much all at the same time.

“I absolutely love it up here,” Schwartz says. 
“Chicago is home for the market, but that doesn’t 
mean we can’t have a second home.”

The 18-year-old market’s fi rst home has become 
a construction zone as its base camp at the Plumb-
ers Local 130 hall, a 1927 Beaux Arts building in 
Chicago’s West Loop, undergoes a major renovation.

She hopes to resume operations in Chicago later 
this year where 250 to 300 vendors typically display 
their wares. COVID-19 canceled the 2020 season, 
and the prospect of another season scratched be-
cause of construction did not bode well for the mar-
ket’s long-term future. She fi gured a smaller mar-
ket this summer in Harbor Country would keep the 
show rolling. 

The remaining Saturday/Sunday shows are this 
weekend, Independence Day weekend, Aug. 7-8 and 
Labor Day weekend.

“The vendors who can afford to travel and lodge 
over here are really excited,” she says. “They know 
the area and the quality of the customers. They are 
excited to get back in the business of selling face-

to-face.”
Patricia Talbot, who was selling her line of per-

fume oils from a booth on the second fl oor of the 
market, agreed.

“I was very, very ready for a road trip,” she said. 
The pandemic kept her from exhibiting at about 
10 shows a year, from Wisconsin to Tennessee. “It’s 
been fantastic seeing everyone getting past the 
pandemic. It’s important for me to get back into live 
events.”

Talbot’s product is called Saor, the Gaelic word 
for “to be free.” Her home is suburban Chicago, but 
she felt right at home in Harbor Country over the 
Memorial Day weekend.

“Three Oaks is so charming,” she says, “and New 
Buffalo is so beautiful.”

Lindsey Mears and her husband Corey Kitzke, 

A Second Home Across the Lakeby
Edmund Lawler

More than 40 dealers displayed their wares at Randolph Market Harbor Country over Memorial Day weekend.

who operate a landscape design consultancy called 
Atmospherics, relocated in the past year from Char-
lottesville, Va., to New Buffalo. Their booth, which 
drew a steady stream of traffi c, featured their cre-
ative collection of vintage wares.

In additional to selling their goods, Mears said 
the market “is a great way to meet people and get 
to know the community.” As landscape designers, 
they were drawn to the area because of Southwest 
Michigan’s four-season climate, which offers more 
diversity than Virginia’s hot southern climate. And 
Kitzke noted his brother graduated from The Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, which may or may not quali-
fy him for full Harbor Country citizenship.

The market also features food, drink and live mu-
sic, which was served up over Memorial Day week-
end by Joe Wortell and the Natural Law, a four-

piece country band from Chicago.
“Three Oaks has the right attitude about hav-

ing fun,” Schwartz said. “They have the Journey-
man Distillery, the Acorn and Vickers theaters, and 
the shops on Elm Street complement what we have 
here. It’s a very social place. Everyone kept pointing 
me here.”

(All photos by Priscilla Lawler.)

Schwartz

Lindsey Mears drew customers with her vintage wares.

If You Go
Randolph Market Harbor Country, 16860 Three 

Oaks Road, is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. EDT both 
days of the remaining summer weekends. Tickets 
are $5, with $1 earmarked for Fernwood Botani-
cal Garden and Nature Preserve, Niles, Mich. 
Limited on-site parking is available. A continuous 
free shuttle operates from downtown Three Oaks. 
Visit www.randolphstreetmarket.com for tickets 
and additional information

        Ahhh...the Sweet

        Taste of Summer

  fBubblesIceCreamParlor

of

STOP IN OR DRIVE-THRU
115 W. Coolspring Ave | Michigan City | 219-872-1024

http://www.randolphstreetmarket.com
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It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

As the two prepared to 
introduce the Wall of Fame 
honorees, Eason-Watkins 
explained that the award, 
begun in 1976, recognizes 
employees in all areas: ad-
ministrators, transporta-
tion staff, custodians, food 
service personnel, instruc-
tional assistants, mainte-
nance personnel, parapro-
fessionals, teachers and 
secretarial staff. 

A total of 192 MCAS 
staff are now Wall of Fame 
recipients. After the 2019 
inductees, the permanent 
display in Heritage Hall at 
Michigan City High School 
was completely full, so all 
of the small plaques were 

temporarily removed as work on cataloging and re-
designing a new and improved Wall of Fame was 
planned. The pandemic delayed the project, but it 
is now back on track. MCAS is looking forward to a 
re-dedication next year. 

Selection for the Wall of Fame is a rigorous pro-
cess beginning with nominations from the corpora-
tion or the larger community. The nominee must 
have been employed by MCAS for at least 15 years 
and retired from the school system for at least fi ve 
years prior to the nomination. An MCAS selection 
committee, comprised of current employees repre-
senting all groups, makes the fi nal decisions on who 
will be honored. At the Retirement & Wall of Fame 
Dinner each year, the person who made the nomina-
tion introduces the honoree. 

Michigan City Area 
Schools Superintendent 
Barbara Eason-Watkins 
opened the 2021 Retire-
ment & Wall of Fame 
Dinner with the poignant 
words, “Isn’t it wonderful 
to be together in person to 
celebrate?” 

The 150 attendees who 
gathered June 8 at Blue 
Chip Casino could certainly 
relate to the greeting. The 
popular event, held on the 
evening of the last school 
day this year, is a tradition 
– one that was canceled in 
2020 due to COVID-19 – to 
honor those retiring from 
MCAS or who have been 
inducted into the MCAS 
Hall of Fame. Together in 2020 and 2021, there 
were 38 retirees representing 1,063 combined years 
of service. In addition, there were fi ve new members 
inducted into the Wall of Fame. 

“I would like to ask you to consider for just a mo-
ment the many years of experience represented in 
this room tonight,” Eason-Watkins continued, accom-
panied by Mandy Chastain, Michigan City Education 
Association president. “Whether you are a classroom 
teacher, an administrator, an instructional assistant, 
a paraprofessional, an instructional assistant, a sec-
retary, a food service or transportation professional, 
you have touched hundreds, even thousands of lives. 
Our students have been blessed by your service, and 
we are thankful for the opportunity to come together 
to celebrate you this evening.” 

MCAS Honors Retirees, Wall of Fame Inductees
by Kim Nowatzke

Mandy Chastain (left), Michigan City Education Association 
president, and Barbara Eason-Watkins, Michigan City Area 
Schools superintendent, greet the crowd at the 2021 MCAS 

Retirement & Wall of Fame Dinner.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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The fi rst Wall of Fame recipi-
ent for 2021 was Susan Gay Cal-
laway, who was unable to attend. 
She was nominated by Rich Pear-
son who, ironically, was a Wall of 
Fame recipient this year; he ac-
cepted the award on her behalf. 
Callaway retired in 1997 after 
32 years as a teacher at Marsh, 
Springfi eld and Coolspring ele-
mentary schools. Pearson worked 
with her for 21 years and remem-
bers her as a “joy to work with,” 
“always ready for a good laugh,” 
“cool, calm and collected.” As a 
new teacher at Coolspring in 
1977, Pearson recalled how his 
mentor excelled in hands-on ac-
tivities and utilized small group 
work. The “wonderful iconic 
teacher at Coolspring” had a “rare 
style that brought out a smile on 
all the students she taught.” 

Next, Kris Shallenberger, a 1980 Elston High 
School graduate, presented the Wall of Fame award 
to her former teacher, Jeff Freitag. He served for 
32 years as a teacher, coach and athletic director at 
Elston and Michigan City high schools, as well as 
Elston Middle School before retiring in 2005. Though 
Shallenberger had him as a sophomore 43 years ago, 
she vividly remembers how “he always taught us les-
sons in such a fun way. If you had him for a teacher, 
he was your favorite teacher,” she emphasized. 

Freitag shared his surprise and of being over-
whelmed when he received the call from Betsy 
Kohn, MCAS director of communications.

“I did take my original stapler,” he said, stirring 
up laughs from the audience. But, “Betsy said I 
didn’t have to bring anything back.”

Freitag accepted the award, of-
fering words of wisdom: “All you 
have to do is make it fun,” “It 
(teaching) should send them off 
with a smile” and “Be excited like 
they are.” Last of all, he stressed, 
“Open up your heart and let the 
kids know that you love them. 
My Wall of Fame is in my heart, 
and every one of my students is 
etched in it.” 

Andrew Tallackson then pre-
sented the Wall of Fame honor to 
Meg Kanyer, whom he nominat-
ed.  The beloved Joy Elementary 
teacher retired in 2015 after serv-
ing 32 years. Tallackson and his 
wife, Alice, have know her for 25 
years, and she and her husband, 
Brian, are godparents to the Tal-
lacksons’ son, William. 

“In that time, we have been 
deeply moved by the many children Meg affected 
during her years as a teacher at Joy Elementary 
School,” Tallackson said. “And it wasn’t just the un-
told hours she devoted on and off the clock to the 
job. I cannot recall one time, when we all went out 
for lunch or dinner, when she wasn’t approached by 
a current or former student. These students didn’t 
just stop to say hello. They wanted a hug. That 
warm, comforting smile. That generous, hearty 
laugh. You could tell, instantly, the profound impact 
she had, and continued to have, on these children.” 

Kanyer, who mentioned she also was one of Fre-
itag’s students, recited a poem titled, “Joy at Joy,” 
that Brian wrote especially for the occasion. In it, 
she referred to many points of a teacher’s every-
day life, such as bus duty and school supplies, but 

Susan Gay Callaway, a Wall of Fame nominee, 
was unable to attend the ceremony.

Continued on Page 30

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested
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also relayed how the “years have been sweet,” and 
the “days seem to begin and end with a laugh.” She 
noted that even in retirement, she is “still teaching 
kids – they’re grandkids of my own.” She also men-
tioned how honored she was to join her late mother, 
Dottie Brauer, a kindergarten teacher at Knapp El-
ementary School for 28 years, on the Wall of Fame. 

Walt Zmuda, a 2019 Wall of Fame recipient him-
self, presented this year’s award to Fred LaBorn. He 
served for 25 years from 1970-1991 and 2003-2007 
as a teacher, principal, interim superintendent, di-
rector of student services and director of personnel. 
He worked at Riley, Mullen, Joy and Park elemen-
tary schools, in addition to the MCAS Administra-
tion Building. 

As he received the award, LaBorn focused on the 
MCAS staff and administration, as he noted that 
the “leadership needs to be recognized and applaud-
ed” in a “demanding school year like none other.” 

Rich Pearson’s son, Brad Pearson, presented the 
Wall of Fame award to his father, whom he nomi-
nated. Pearson served 42 1/2 years in the district 
from 1974 to 2016 as a teacher and coach at Spring-
fi eld, Marsh and Coolspring elementary schools. 
Brad talked about his father’s amazing classroom 

decorations that coordinated with theme 
units. They were covered by Chicago’s WGN, 
and this ultimately led to the birth of CNN 
(Coolspring News Network), of which Rich 
supervised for 20 years. Brad recalled how 
his father was “passionate about teaching 
life skills,” as well as the basics. He spoke of 
how involved he was with athletics at Cool-
spring, ultimately coaching girls’ and boys’ 
soccer and basketball, and volleyball. Rich, 
together with former principal Bruce LeRoy, 
even helped hone and paint the idea of the 
Coolspring Wildcat mascot. He designed the 
fi rst image and painted it on the gym wall 
and fl oor. Brad also mentioned seeing his fa-
ther leave for work with roller blades, a wig 
and Hawaiian shirt stuffed into a backpack. 

Once at work, Rich would transform into Jimmie 
Jar Wars and roller blade through the school walls 
to build excitement for an annual competition to 
raise funds for Riley Hospital for Children. 

Upon receiving the award, Rich said he was 
“humbled and deeply appreciative,” speaking of 
how “he always wanted to be a teacher – there was 
nothing else he wanted to do.” He talked about 
the infl uence of three special people in his career. 
There was Sally Leuth, his third-grade teacher at 
Eastport Elementary School, who inspired him to 
become a teacher, as she would simply hold up two 
fi ngers to quiet the class, instilling in him the im-
portance of self-control. He recalled the infl uence 
of his Elston High School principal, Warren Jones, 
who could completely silence a crowd of students, 
then instantly excite them with the simple phrase, 
“Is anybody here from City?” And, he mentioned the 
infl uence of Tom Darman, former Coolspring Ele-
mentary School principal, who urged him to contact 
WGN, and who spurred on his professional success. 

Rich said his award is especially poignant as he 
joins his late mother, Darlyne Pearson, who served 
as a secretary at the MCAS administration build-
ing, and his late father, Ken Pearson, who was a 
custodian at Rogers High School and Krueger Mid-
dle School on the Wall of Fame. 

The following individuals were inducted into the MCAS Wall of Fame (from left): 
Jeff Freitag, Rich Pearson, Meg Kanyer and Fred LaBorn.

Wall of Fame Continued from Page 29

501 W. Kieffer Road, Michigan City, IN 46360
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There were 38 retirees from 2020 and 2021 hon-
ored for their dedication and service:

1. Jan Aren, 22 years, middle school paraprofes-
sional.

2. Connie Bachmann, 49 years, elementary art 
teacher, classroom teacher, elementary principal, 
summer school principal, elementary level coach.

3. Linda Bechinski, 14 years, director of nursing.
4. Mary Beres, 32 years, worked in the Title One 

department and as an elementary teacher.
5. Clarence Black, 16 years, bus monitor and 

driver.
6. Mary Bowser, 16 years, elementary teacher.
7. Deby Carpenter, 35 years, physical education 

teacher at all levels, elementary counselor.
8. Annie Childs, 29 years, worked in MCAS trans-

portation and food-service departments.
9. Rita Cochran, 39 years, elementary art teacher.
10. Mary Cotton, 38 years, bus monitor and bus 

driver.
11. Tisa Cunningham, 24 years, paraprofessional 

and elementary teacher
12. Susan Cusick, 28 years, elementary teacher.
13. Anna Firnhaber, 19 years, middle and high 

school teacher, coach.
14. Theresa Galloway, 32 years, middle and high 

school teacher, school counselor/department chair.
15. Nancy Gonzalez, 15 years, Student Support 

Services pre-k teacher.
16. Danielle Green, 28 years, bus driver.
17. Melanie Johnson, 25 years, bus driver.
18. Gloria Kirkpatrick, 30 years, adult education 

instructor.
19. Bill Landwer, 10 years, data reporting and 

scheduling assistant.

20. Thomas Lasky, 26 years, elementary and mid-
dle school teacher and coach, club leader.

21. Elaine Milner, 15 years, English as a Second 
Language instructional assistant at the elementary 
and middle-school levels.

22. Janis Mitchell, 26 years, elementary teacher.
23. Linda Pitmon, 5 years, deaf interpreter (para-

professional) at the elementary and high-school levels.
24. Nancy Porter, 45 years, teacher and curriculum 

coach at the elementary and middle-school levels.
25. Ted Rebac, 27 years, bus monitor and janitor.
26. Tammera Rinker, 38 years, science/biology 

teacher and building representative at the middle 
and high school levels, high school coach.

27. Ronald Sanders, 23 years, school bus driver.
28. Brian Sheblosky, 37 years, mechanic.
29. Lori Sheblosky, 21 years, secretary for Stu-

dent Support Services.
30. Sherri Silcox, 23 years, program coordinator, 

administrative assistant, secretary, club mentor. 
31. Becky Smith, 26 years, bus monitor and para-

professional.
32. Thomas Stewart, 12 years, bus driver.
33. Lisa Suter, 20 years, elementary principal.
34. Mary B. Teague, 15 years, instructional as-

sistant and locker room supervisor.
35. Joaquin “Yogi” Torres, 19 years, lead technol-

ogy technician.
36. Sue Vigen, 35 years, elementary art teacher.
37. Sandra Wajsgras, 13 years, elementary level 

school nurse.
38. Sue Wood, 22 years, computer tech and data 

manager.
(All photos from the ceremony by Kim Nowatzke.)

Some of the 38 2020-2021 retirees who attended the event.
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 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Over 31 years in business

Shingle and Flat Roof Specialist

Harbor Country Hikers
Harbor Country Hikers President Pat Fisher will 

lead an easy hike through Jens Jensen Preserve in 
Sawyer, Mich., to explore Glacial Lake Chicago at 
10 a.m. EDT Saturday, June 19.

Close to Lake Michigan are the lake bottom de-
posits of Glacial Lake Chicago, one of the season-
ally fl ooded forests once prevalent along Southwest 
Michigan and Northwest Indiana.

The preserve contains a high-quality beech-ma-
ple forest featuring towering oak, maple, beech, 
black gum and tulip poplar trees, along with sea-
sonal wetlands. An adjacent natural area owned 
by the Michigan Nature Association is called Pep-
peridge Dunes Nature Sanctuary. Together, these 
nature areas preserve 45 acres and are critical in 
maintaining a corridor of forest canopy for migra-
tory birds that stretches from Warren Dunes State 
Park to Cherry Beach Road.

Jens Jensen Preserve is located at 6851 Parkway 
Drive, Sawyer, just south of the Sawyer Road traffi c 
light. Long pants, preferably tucked in, a sun hat, 
sturdy shoes or boots, insect repellent and plenty of 
water are recommended. Depending on the weather, 
there may be muddy areas. HCH observes federal 
and state guidelines, so mask wearing is optional. 
Visit www.harborcountryhikers.com for more infor-
mation.

HFL Grant Applications
Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte is accepting 

grant proposals for health-and-wellness projects 
and programs through July 16. 

The proposals advance HFL’s strategic priorities 
of “Healthy Children, Healthy Living and Healthy 
Minds.” Proposals must demonstrate, according to a 
press release, “a commitment to measurable results 
that contributes to positive change in one or more of 
the community-wide indicators HFL uses to moni-
tor and track progress for each strategic priority.”

HFL also welcomes grant proposals to meet com-
munity health and wellness needs that fall outside 
the strategic priorities. Proposals must demon-
strate a connection to HFL’s mission and vision, and 
a commitment to measurable results.

Organizations interested in applying for a grant 
of more than $25,000 are required to submit a Let-
ter of Inquiry as a fi rst step by June 11. All applica-
tions and letters of inquiry must be submitted on-
line through the grant portal, a link to which can be 
found on HFL’s website. Applications for Automatic 
External Defi brillators are being accepted through 
June 11.

Visit www.hfl aporte.org/grants for details. HFL’s 
website also contains grant FAQs, tutorials and in-
structions for how to apply. Call (219) 326-2471 or 
contact@hfl aporte.org for details.

http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.hfl
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We need your 
help to keep 

our stops clean

The Long Beach Town Council has voted unanimously to phase out all garbage 
bins at beach stops for the following reasons:

1. Beach trash bins are being overfilled on a regular basis with trash from the beach and from 
private homes.

2. To raise awareness about generating less waste, using more reusable containers, increasing 
recycling efforts, and taking better care of our stops.

3. To set a good example for our kids regarding taking accountability for our actions.
4. This is the right thing to do to protect our environment.

Phase Out Schedule:

Starting 2020: Communication began 
regarding the new policy. New signs 
were installed.
Late Fall 2020: Garbage bins and 
enclosures were removed.
Early Spring 2021: Bins are no longer 
at the beach stops as we continue to 
communicate the new rule.

What can you do? 

Voice concerns and give feedback regarding the new rule to The Town Council.
Voice opinions for how we implement new rules to The Parks and Recreation Board.
Pass this information along to residents and visitors.

Visit longbeachin.org for more information and to 
subscribe to e-alerts
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Race to the Finish 
Editor’s note — Race Director Patrick Kroehler provided the following information.

One hundred thirty 
eight runners and walk-
ers from as far away as 
Arizona, Florida and Ohio 
joined local participants 
during the Ninth Annual 
St. Stan’s Trail Creek 5K 
on June 5 at Trail Creek’s 
Nelson Park.

The overall winner 
was Ryan Bausback, 22, 
a Long Beach native now 
from Sarasota, Fla., with a 
time of 16:42. Taking fi rst 
in the female open divi-
sion was Natalie Krause, 
40, Valparaiso, who was 
fourth place overall with 
a time of 20:00.8.

Female age division 
winners were: 14 & un-
der: Kaylee Sprague, Ste-
vensville, Mich., 22:48; 
20-29: Emma Keene, 

26:12; 30-39: Claudia 
Kightlinger, Lewis Cen-
ter, Ohio, 23:22; 40-49: 
Emily Maki-Rusk,  St. 
Joseph, Mich., 26:07; 
50-59: Patricia Mooney, 
26:08; 60-69: Kathy Hil-
brich, 29:17; and 70 & 
over: Mary Kominarek, 
37:52. 

Male age division win-
ners were: 14 & under, 
Andrew Nilson, Mokena, 
Ill., 28:34; 15-19: Dun-
can Riley, Cave Creek, 
Ariz., 25:50; 20-29: Zulio 
Rosas, 20:10; 30-39: Tim 
Gross, 20:09, Demotte; 
40-49: Bibiano Rosas, 
20:50; 50-59: Craig Mill-
er, Elkhart, 20:16; 60-69: 
Ric Herera, South Bend, 
24:03; 70-79: Roger Stef-
fen, Rensselaer, 29:14.

Top overall male fi n-
ishers were: Bausback; 
Reed Lawless, Kouts, 
second place in 17:06; 
and Chad Lawless, 

Kouts, third place in 
19:39. 

The top three female 
fi nishers were: Natalie 
Krause, Thea Strand, St. 
Joseph, Mich., 13th place 
overall in 21:44, and Ce-
cilia Nilson, Mokena, Ill.,  
19th overall in 22:04.

The fi rst overall female 
walker was hometown 
Trail Creek resident Sue 
Lehman in 44:01. First 
male walker was Brian 
Grieger, Michigan City, 
in 39:51.

Special awards went 
to the youngest partici-
pant who was 3, and the 
most senior participant, 
who was 82, both from 
Michigan City.

Next year’s event is 
June 4, 2022.

(All photos by Paul Ke-
miel)
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Travels
With Charley
by Charles McKelvy

W yy

Travel by Coastal Plain
We fi nally got to explore The Nature Conservan-

cy’s magnifi cent Ross Coastal Plain Marsh Preserve 
in nearby Covert, Mich.

On my 71st birthday, no less.
We discovered the preserve quite by accident one 

day while returning home from one of our periodic 
shopping trips to Country Life Natural Foods in 
Pullman, Mich.  Hey, what can I say, we like to see 
where the roads less traveled lead us, and there is 
no better place in which to do that than in Van Bu-
ren County, Mich.

To that end, we keep a Van Buren map in our 
glove box and pull it out while poking our way home 
from Country Life, the Kal-Haven Trail or some 
other northern destinations. Thus, we were head-
ing home on a westerly course on County Road 376, 
toward the beautiful Blue Star Highway, when we 
spotted a Nature Conservancy sign marking the 
aforementioned Ross Coastal Plain Marsh Preserve.

We pulled into the small, graveled lot and imme-
diately fell in love with the place, especially after 
reading that the preserve “is a wonderfully diverse 
landscape of forested back-dunes, wetland, ponds 
and rare coastal plain marshes.”

Be it further known the preserve is less than a 
mile east of Lake Michigan and covers “an expan-
sive 1,448 acres.” It was established in 1988 with 
a gift of 295 acres from the Ross family, hence the 
name. According to the website: “Much of this pre-
serve once served as a vacation spot for the Ross 
family. You can still see vestiges of their time spent 
here, including the foundation of their vacation 
house, overlooking one of many small lakes on the 
preserve.”

More tantalizing still: “As you explore more than 
fi ve miles of trails, you are likely to encounter reptiles 
and amphibians around the coastal plain marshes 
and small ponds on the preserve. Keep an eye out 
for mammals such as red fox and coyote. More than 
100 bird species are known to nest in the shrubs and 
trees here throughout the year, with spring and fall 
migrations bringing songbirds, warblers and wa-

terfowl such as rose-breasted grosbeaks, American 
coots, mallards and common yellowthroats.”

We were wowed by all that, especially the bit 
about all those warblers, but we didn’t have time 
that afternoon for a proper exploration. We vowed 
to return.

Then in late April, when Natalie asked what I 
wanted to do for my birthday, I declared, “Let’s ex-
plore the Ross Preserve.”

And explore it we did on my birthday, May 7, but 
not without a misadventure or two.

Allow me to explain.
With Van Buren map in hand, we guided ourselves 

handily to the south end of the preserve, only to be 
greeted by a sign stating, “Preserve Closed.  Restora-
tion in progress. Heavy equipment in use.”  Indeed, 
we could see the loggers nearby, removing non-native 

Natalie always fi nds a way.

WOOD CHIPSALES
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www.hullingsconstruction.com
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YOU CALL WE HAUL!YOU CALL WE HAUL!

Tired of asking your husband 
to get rid of that old junk?
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red pines. We were pleased to see the Nature Con-
servancy was all about restoring the preserve to its 
natural state, but not on my birthday.

So, Natalie asked about Plan B.
“Hmm,” I replied. “You printed up a map of the 

preserve. Maybe we can get to the trails from the 
north end.”

Natalie took a quick look. That was entirely pos-
sible. So off we went, using the Van Buren map as 
our guide, to the north end of the preserve, at the 
end of 34th Avenue. No lot, per se, but there was 
room for free parking at the road-end, and off we 
hiked on a cool, sunny day in May, fully expecting to 
see trees full of migrating warblers.

That was not to be, but we did spot a pair of mal-
lards on Brandywine Creek, and eagle-eyed Natalie 
espied a greenish-blue snake sunning itself by a log.

“Any idea what it is?” she asked.
“That’s what we called a blue racer at Boy Scout 

camp,” I said, with the complete assurance of the 
American male.

Let’s just say said snake was not in the least in-
terested in us, quite content to let me take its pho-
tograph in that sun-dappled light.

We continued south on the forested trail, crest-
ing one dune after another, and would have walked 
all afternoon had we not been blocked from further 

Bummer!

southward progress by some seriously uprooted 
trees. We surmised they were felled by a “wind 
event” that came roaring across the lake in the sum-
mer of 2019. We would have happily helped clear 
the trail had we remembered to bring our pocket 
chain saws. Alas, we left them at home, so we reluc-
tantly turned back, vowing to return to the preserve 
when the loggers fi nished their work at the south 
end.  

Trust me, we’ll double-check with the Nature 
Conservancy’s Michigan Field Offi ce at michigan@
tnc.org before heading up to Ross again. I suggest 
you do as well, just to be sure all is well at the pre-
serve for your free visit.

Meanwhile, back on the trail, we did some serious 
climbing, as the trail is not fl at. Despite the name of 
“coastal plain,” you’re not walking on level ground, 
at least on the north end. We did see and hear traf-
fi c on nearby Interstate 196 at the highest point of 
the trail, but we also got a commanding view of the 
magnifi cent marsh that gave us the distinct impres-
sion that we were lost in the Michigan wilderness.  
Well, it’s hard to lose the trail. We did not and, yes, 
we did get some birds — robins and woodpeckers 
mainly — besides the aforementioned mallards.  
But no fox or coyote.  

Maybe next time.
And you know there will be a next time, especially 

when we can get at the preserve from the south end.  
As nature intended.
(Contact the Nature Conservancy at (517) 316-

0300, or email michigan@tnc.org for more details.)

A pair of mallards on Brandywine Creek was better than no birds at all.

mailto:michigan@tnc.org
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All registrations/questions go 
through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Tuesday Treasures
The program aimed at 6- to 13-year-olds meets 

from 9 a.m. to noon Tuesdays at Luhr County Park, 
178 S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. 

All programs include arts and crafts. Parents are 
not required to participate or stay. The cost is $8 per 
person per program. Masks are required. Pre-regis-
tration and payment are required one week before 
each program. The schedule is:

• June 22 – “Who’s Eyes Are Who’s.” Participants 
learn facts and information about animal eyes.

• June 29 – “Earth Art.” Learn about nature 
through painting, drawing and other activities.

• July 20 – “Bugg Off.” Learn about insects, bugs 
and spiders.

• July 27 – “Scat, Tracks and Other Mammal 
Facts.” Learn to identify animal scat and tracks.

• Aug. 3 – “Feathers, Feet, Nests and Beaks.” Birds 
are the topic of the hands-on program.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and 

snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Pro-
grams are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per 
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment 
are required at least one week in advance or until 
full, whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:
• June 23 — “Snakes Alive.”                       
• June 30 — “Howling Coyote.”
• July 21 — “Lonesome Dove.”                           
• July 28 — “Here, Fishy, Fishy.”
• Aug. 4 — “It’s a Great Blue Heron.”

Healthy Lifestyles  
The free social club that emphasizes quality of 

life meets from 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesdays at Luhr 
County Park Nature Center. Programs focus on 
health trends, gardening, medical information and 
balancing active lifestyles. Call at least one week 
in advance to sign up (the maximum allowed is 30). 
The schedule is: 
• July 14: Nutrition, food groups and labeling, 

Stephanie Thomas.
• Aug. 4: Sleep disorders and their health effects, 

by Mindi Whittaker, Northwest Health LaPorte.
• Sept. 1 — Fall garden cleanup and separating 

plants, Gee-Burns.
• Oct. 6 — Pulmonary health, Patti Solona, North-

west Health LaPorte.

Chalk it Up
The free all-ages event is from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, June 17, at Luhr County Park.
The park will provide chalk and tape while sup-

plies last. Adults must accompany children. Call to 
reserve a spot.

Storytime: A Good Day for a Hat Day
Children ages 2-11 and their siblings can partici-

pate in the free program at 9:30 a.m. Monday, June 
21, at Luhr County Park. Wear a favorite hat and 
take a blanket to sit under the tree. Stay for self-
guided playtime or take a snack for family time. All 
children must be accompanied by an adult. Call a 
week in advance to reserve a spot.

Family Fishing Nights
The free, all-ages event is from 5-7:30 p.m. July 

26 and Aug. 30 at Luhr County Park.
A limited number of poles and bait will be pro-

vided. No fi shing licenses are required. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration 
is required.

La Porte County Parks

Classifi ed ads work! Call us at 
(219) 879-0088 to place your ad today!

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• Conservation Club House, 1 Mill Pond Road, 

Union Mills, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, June 20.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

New Sustainability Tribute
The Sustainability Commission of Michigan City 

has honored Nora Ryszka and Mike Kilbourne with 
its fi rst Nora L. Schultz Tribute Award for Sustain-
ability.

The commission unanimously voted to create the 
award in memoriam of Schultz, who often could 

be seen cleaning 
up litter around 
Michigan City. 
She was prepared 
with gloves, bags 
and a good quality 
grabber in her ve-
hicle at all times. 
Schultz worked 
tirelessly to cre-
ate a cleaner, saf-
er, more beautiful 
Michigan City. 

Ryszka and 
Kilbourne re-
ceived the award 

for their ongoing 
efforts in cleaning up litter around Michigan City.  
After noticing how much trash can wash up along 
the shoreline, Ryszka began the grassroots orga-
nization “Monday Mornings! Beach Clean-Up” on 
Facebook three years ago. Kilbourne quickly joined. 
Then, noticing the trash in her neighborhood, Rysz-
ka realized it was important to designate a time to 
clean up around the entire city.  

“The Great Michigan City Green Clean” was 
launched, also on Facebook, as an event to clean up 
for two weeks prior to spring. The group grew rap-
idly and now has more than 700 local members who 
have cleaned up hundreds, possibly thousands, of 
pounds of litter. “Monday Mornings! Beach Clean-
Up” will start again on Mondays this month. 

More information is available through the Face-
book groups “The Great Michigan City Green 
Clean,” “Monday Mornings! Beach Clean-Up” and 
the Michigan City Sustainability Commission.

Nora Ryszka and Mike Kilbourne

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app 

through options such as Apple and Google Play. 
Then, place holds on items using a customer ac-
count. Once at the library, check in using the app 
and clicking Pickup from the bottom of the screen 
(or calling the library location). An appointment no 
longer is needed. Add the parking space on the app 
if picking up from the main location. Enter infor-
mation in the instructions box if picking up holds 
placed on more than one account, or if needing ad-
ditional assistance.

A staff member brings held items to the vehicle. 
Customers using the app receive updates as their 
requests are processed. Returns can be placed in 
book drops and be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. 
At this time, there is no limit to the number of items 
customers can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
The following program are planned:
• Wizard in Training from 2:30-4:30 p.m. Fri-

day, June 18, at Soldiers Memorial Park, 250 
Pine Lake Ave., LaPorte.

Part of a series of outdoor classes, the program 
teaches about nature so participants can earn a Plant 
Wizard patch. Park near Cummings Lodge and look 
for the LaPorte County Public Library STEAM Mo-
bile Classroom.” Register through the website.

• Silent Reading Book Club from 10-11 a.m. 
Saturday, June 19, in the main library Meet-
ing Room B.

Children ages 6-11 can read in the no-pressure 
book club.

• STEAM Sandbox from 10-11 a.m. Satur-
day, June 19, at the main library. Also from 4-6 
p.m. Wednesday, June 23, at the Coolspring 
Branch.

Children ages 6-18 can build real-world STEAM 
skills with self-paced STEAM challenges using the 
Mobile Maker cart.

• Edible Landscape — Gardening Series No. 
3 from 6-7 p.m. Monday, June 21, online.

Adults 18 and older can learn ways to grow edible 
plants for their food and beauty. Register through 
the website.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located 
at 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.
laportelibrary.org for more details.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
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Let Us Turn Your Dream
Kitchen into Reality!

The Kitchen & Bath Specialists
Providing Quality Craftsmanship for Over 30 Years.

Serving Michiana Communities. Free Estimates.

SchanderRemodeling.com Call 219-561-1188

ROOSEVELT ORGAN CONCERT SERIES
Wednesdays, Noon CST JUNE - AUGUST 2021

531 Washington Street
Presented by 

First Congregational Church of Michigan City

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

LCSO Principal Bassoon Cindy Ault began 
music at an early age. She played through col-
lege and put the instrument away for a while 
before LCSO’s Chuck Steck encouraged her to 
start playing again.

When not performing, Ault teaches math at 
Kesling Intermediate School. She also has served 
as the yearbook advisor for 20 years and the stu-
dent council sponsor for 21 years. In 2015, she 
was a national fi nalist for the Warren E. Shull 
Student Council Advisor of the Year!

She is active in 4-H Club and recently was 
inducted into the LaPorte County 4-H Lead-
ers Hall of Fame. She is a member of the South 
Shore Orchestra, LaPorte City Band and Michi-
gan City Municipal Band.

Ault and her husband, Tom, have four adult 
children, all of whom went through LaPorte 
Community Schools’ music program. A West La-
fayette native and Purdue University graduate, 
she also can be found working on her family’s 
farm. Her personal mantra is, “How Can I Help 
Others?”

Cindy Ault.
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

• Practicing attorney for over 45 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 40 years

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
Michael V. Riley
501 Pine Street Phone: 219-879-4925
Michigan City, IN 46360 Website: mvrileylaw.com

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

Friday Night Live Cruise In
The fi rst Friday Night Live: ’50s Cruise In is from 

6-10 p.m. Friday, June 18, at La Stitch, Lincolnway 
and Monroe, LaPorte.

The event, also presented by Westville Lions Club 
and Burn ‘Em Brewing, features classic cars, live 
music, artisan goods, food vendors and beer gar-
den. Those who come dressed in 1950s attire have 
a chance to win a prize. The car show and costume 
contest are hosted by the Westville Lions Club.

Spike & the Spitwads performs from 6:30-9:30 
p.m. A ’50s-inspired Zumba lesson by Go Aerial 
Fitness Instructor Gail Beal is planned. Burn ‘Em 
Brewing will sell local craft beer, while Misbeehavin 
Meads will sell local cider, wine and mead. Food is 
by Social Que BBQ and Tacos My Fren, with Italian 
sodas and drinks by Bevi.

For those bringing a car to display, enter off Lin-
colnway onto Clay Street. Admittance begins at 5 
p.m. Spots are limited. The cruise-in is free to en-
ter, but donations will benefi t a local family in need. 
Email wls.whitney@gmail.com for more details.

NB Library Community Forum
Author, playwright and sports journalist Ring 

Lardner is the focus of the next New Buffalo Friends 
of the Library Community Forum at 7 p.m. EDT 
Thursday, June 24, through Zoom.

The Niles native was the fi rst “In the Wake of 
the News” sports columnist for The Chicago Tri-
bune. Along the way, he covered the 1919 Black Sox 
scandal and World War I, co-wrote a Broadway play 
with George M. Cohan and was a magazine writer, 
lyricist, novelist and short story author whose many 
admirers included a young Ernest Hemingway.

Mollie Watson, Niles History Center assistant 
director, is the speaker. The Zoom link can found under 
Activities/Events on either the library’s Facebook 
page or website (www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.
org), or email new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com

Upcoming programs, which resume in person, 
include: “Al Capone and the 1933 World’s Fair” on 
Thursday, July 8; “Clara Barton: The Union Army’s 
Angel of Mercy” on Tuesday, July 20; and “The Bail-
lys: A Pioneer Family in the Dunes” on Thursday, 
Aug. 12.

http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
mailto:new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com
mailto:wls.whitney@gmail.com
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Kevin Murphy Products

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

WE CLEAN EVERYTHING!

219-608-3145
We Take Over From There!

Air Duct 
Cleaning 

Carpet 
Cleaning 

Upholstery 
Cleaning

Public Art Committee
Michigan City Public Art Committee meets at 10 

a.m. Thursday, June 17, in the mayor’s conference 
room at City Hall, 100 E Michigan Blvd.

Footlight Players Scholarship
Michigan City High School senior Savannah Hol-

ley is the recipient of the $1,000 Robert W. Komen-
dera Theatrical Scholarship.

The annual award goes to a high school senior or 
recent graduate who wants to con-
tinue an education in the perform-
ing arts.

Holley has taken voice lessons 
for six years and dance instruc-
tion for 11. She also plays piano, 
French horn and trumpet. She has 
appeared in productions of “Dark 
of the Moon,” “Ghost, the Musical,” 
“The Lion King” and “Dad’s Christ-
mas Miracle.” She will attend In-

diana University-Bloomington and 
apply to Jacobs School of Music, majoring in vocal 
performance on an opera tract. She hopes to contin-
ue in community theater while pursuing an opera 
career.

Holley will receive her scholarship during the 
Friday, June 25, performance of the musical revue 
“Alice’s Heavenly Folly.”

Holley

Author Presentation
Author Shetan Noir will give the Zoom presenta-

tion “Lake Monsters and Odd Creatures of the Great 
Lakes” at 6 p.m. EDT Tuesday, June 22, through 

Bridgman Public Library.
Noir will discuss fossil records, 

historical sightings and Native 
American legends in relation to the 
Great Lakes.   

Noir is a Michigan-based author 
and paranormal travel journalist. 
She also teaches courses on the 
paranormal history of the Great 

Lakes at community colleges.
The Zoom link is available at www.

bridgmanlibrary.com. The library is located at 4460 
Lake St., Bridgman.

Noir

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher will continue the  
following office hours for now

Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thank you for your patience 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

June Hours
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Daily

July-October Hours
Thursday-Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

219-241-0335

Like Us 
on

LBCC Women’s Golf Leagues           

9-Hole League
June 3, 2021

Flight A
Low Gross — Carol Excell.
Low Net — Carol Excell.
Low Putts — Carol Excell.
Birdie — Carol Excell (#6).
Sunken Approach — Carol Excell (#6).

Flight B
Low Gross — Kathy Peters.
Low Net (Tie) — June Salmon, Linda Wilson, Susan 
Keeley.
Low Putts — Gloria McMahon.

Flight C
Low Gross — Carol Sullivan.
Low Net — Carol Sullivan.
Low Putts — Carol Sullivan.
Sunken Approach — Carol Sullivan (#1).

Flight D
Low Gross — Suzanne Smith.
Low Gross — Jude Stahmer.
Low Putts — Jude Stahmer.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:
• Turtle Time at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, June 19.
Meet outside the nature center to learn about 

turtles and their adaptations.
• Owl Prowl at 8:30 p.m. Saturday, June 19.
Join a naturalist at the nature center to try and 

call nearby owls.
• High Dunes Hike at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, June 

20.
Meet a naturalist at the nature center for a one-

mile hike to the summit of the state’s highest sand 
dune. Wear hiking shoes.

• COVID-19 program safety precautions.
Pre-registration is required for all programs to 

properly meet gathering guidance restrictions. So-
cial distancing must be practiced by staying at least 
6 feet away from others. Masks or other face cover-
ings of the nose and mouth are required.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
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NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le
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ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

A.K. Smith Welder Honored
Jessica Wilhelm, a Michigan City High School se-

nior and welding technology student at A.K. Smith 
Career Center, is one of only six students in Indiana 
to receive a 2021 “CTE Award of Excellence.”

Presented annually by the Governor’s Workforce 
Cabinet, the award honors the state’s top career 
and technical education students and programs.

Wilhelm received the award at a ceremony in 
Indianapolis she 
attended with her 
family and Ray 
Goss, A.K. Smith 
Career Center weld-
ing instructor.

“Jessica is a nat-
ural-born leader 
and has an amazing 
work ethic,” Goss 
said in a press re-
lease. “She holds a 
full-time job, and 
she also fi nds time 
to take part in 
JROTC activities 
and many extracur-
riculars.” 
At MCHS, Wil-

helm has participated in soccer, theater, track, soft-
ball, German Club, jazz and pep band. She is cap-
tain of the girls bowling team and was inducted into 
the Technical Honor Society and Thespian Society. 
She is a student mentor captain at the A.K. Smith 
Center and has participated in SkillsUSA events.

Wilhelm is a cadet captain in JROTC, recently 
earning the Alpha Award as the school’s senior out-
standing JROTC student. She has traveled to Texas 
for a JROTC drill camp, commanded a platoon to a 
fi rst-place win and is part of the rifl e team in the 
highest shooting category.

Graduating this month with a technical honors 
diploma, she plans to apply to the Local 597 Pipefi t-
ters Union.

Wilhelm

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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Brochures

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
June 17 — Chalk it Up, 9:30-10:30 a.m., Luhr 

County Park, 178 S. County Road 150 West, 
LaPorte. Free. Reservations: (219) 325-8315, www.
laportecountyparks.org 

June 18 — Wizard in Training, 2:30-4:30 p.m., 
Soldiers Memorial Park, 250 Pine Lake Ave., 
LaPorte. Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

June 18 — Friday Night Live: ’50s Cruise In, 6-10 
p.m., La Stitch, Lincolnway and Monroe, LaPorte. 
Info: wls.whitney@gmail.com

June 18-20 — The Holdcraft Players, “Almost 
Maine,” The Holdcraft Performing Arts Center, 1200 
Spring St. Times: 7:30 p.m. June 18-19, 2 p.m. June 
20. Tickets: $15/adults, $10/students. Reservations 
(online only): www.yptcinc.com/tickets

June 18-20 — “Forever Plaid,” 6-7:30 p.m., Dunes 
Summer Theatre, 288 Shady Oak Drive, Michiana 
Shores. Free, freewill donation taken. Reservations: 
www.dunesarts.org/tickets. Info: (219) 879-7509.

June 19 — Silent Reading Book Club, 10-11 
a.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

June 19 — Turtle Time, 10:30 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

June 19 — Owl Prowl, 8:30 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

June 19 — High Dunes Hike, 10:30 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

June 19 — Juneteenth/Naomi Bowman Talbert 
Anderson celebration, The LaPorte County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 4073 Franklin St. 
Doors open/5 p.m., remarks/5:30 p.m. Info: (219) 
872-5055. 

June 21 — Storytime: A Good Day for a Hat Day, 
9:30 a.m., Luhr County Park, 178 S. County Road 
150 West, LaPorte. Free. Reservations: (219) 325-
8315, www.laportecountyparks.org 

June 21 — Edible Landscape — Gardening Series 
No. 3, 6-7 p.m., online through LaPorte County 
Public Library. Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

June 23 — Roosevelt Pipe Organ Series, Matt 
Gerhard, 12:15 p.m., Christ Church, 531 Washington 
St. Free. Info: (219) 608-5358.

June 23 — LaPorte City Band, 7 p.m., LaPorte’s 
Fox Park Dennis F. Smith Amphitheater. Free.

Through June 30 — “Organic Art,” The Lega-
cy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints Catholic 
Church campus, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Viewing hours: 
6 a.m.-8 p.m. Info: jessicar@qas.org

Though Aug. 12 — Michigan City Municipal 
Band, 7:30 p.m., Guy F. Foreman Bicentennial Am-
phitheater, Washington Park. Free. Parking @ Se-
nior Center, lots closest to amphitheater.

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:wls.whitney@gmail.com
http://www.yptcinc.com/tickets
http://www.dunesarts.org/tickets
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:jessicar@qas.org
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Envelopes
LIVE TALK 

RADIO
CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Through Oct. 15 — Exhibit, “Bramson/Indiana/
Lake,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second 
St. Opening reception: 3-7 p.m. Friday, July 2. Info: 
www.lubeznikcenter.org

Wednesdays — Virtual Story Time, 10 a.m., 
through Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/

Saturdays — Michigan City Farmers Market, 8 
a.m.-noon, Eighth and Washington streets (Uptown 
Arts District). 

Saturdays — LaPorte Farmers Market, 8 a.m.-
1 p.m., Lincolnway & Monroe (near Mucho Mas). 
Info: laportefarmermarket@gmail.com

Second Saturdays — Free sunset yoga w/ Lau-
ralee Sikorski, 1 hour before sunset (specifi c time 
TBD), Long Beach Realty Stop 31 location. Limited 
parking. Updates: Long Beach Realty Facebook page.

In the Region
June 19 — Harbor Country Hikers, 10 a.m. EDT,  

Jens Jensen Preserve, 6851 Parkway Drive, Saw-
yer, Mich. Info: www.harborcountryhikers.com

June 19 — Michiana Annual Art Competition 
open house/reception, 5:30-8 p.m. EDT, Box Factory 
for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: 
www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

June 22 — Zoom presentation, Shetan Noir’s 
“Lake Monsters and Odd Creatures of the Great 
Lakes,” 6 p.m. EDT, through Bridgman Public Li-
brary. Zoom link: www.bridgmanlibrary.com

Sundays — Miller Woods Hike, 1:30-3:30 p.m., 
Paul Douglas Center for Environmental Education, 
100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood.
Reservations: (219) 395-1824. 

The Region of Three Oaks Museum — 5 
Featherbone Ave., Three Oaks Mich. Free admis-
sion; donations accepted. Hours (Eastern): noon-5 
p.m. Friday-Sunday through October.

Vickers Theatre — Now showing: “Finding You.” 
Rated PG. Times: 6 p.m. June 18-19, 2:45 p.m. June 
21. Also: “Hope.” Not Rated. Times: 2:45 p.m. June 
18-19, 6 p.m. June 21. All times Eastern. Theater 
address: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info: (269) 
756-3522, www.vickerstheatre.com

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
mailto:laportefarmermarket@gmail.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.boxfactoryforthearts.org
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

PRIVATE SWIM LESSONS
Experienced swim instructor will come to your pool for private instruction. 

All ages and abilities: infant to adult. CPR/lifesaving certified. 
Call Mary at (704) 806-0181.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

The Tailored Wedding
Stress-free alterations for all your formal-ware needs.

By appointment. Call (219) 872-2098
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

Warehouse Sale Going on Now!.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
 “IT’S DÉJÀ VU ALL OVER AGAIN!” Yogi Berra

More golf bang for your buck at Lefty’s Pro Shop. You read it in The 
Beacher, The Holy Grail of Weeklies. You betchum, Red Rider! Treat 

dad to some better sticks and take him golfing Father’s Day. Quality time 
with family is priceless. Don’t believe this Big Box inflation crap. There 

is no such thing as a $500 driver. Lefty just did a buyout of the inventory 
of one of the finest golf dealers in Southwest Michigan. No inflation fac-
tor involved at Lefty’s. When the big guys go high, Lefty goes low! Call 

Lefty for an appointment at (219) 873-0858. Mention our Beacher ad and 
receive a fine golf item at no charge. That’s as good as free. 
Remember, “90% of the game is half mental.” Yogi Berra.

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.

BR IDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 15 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email 
BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Kelly’s Cleaning Services LLC
Rentals • Residential • Commercial • Windows
Call (219) 229-3116 for your free quote today!

ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES
Residential, condos, apartments. Weekly, biweekly, monthly, occasional.

Free estimates. Call (219) 221-2267, angiescleaning30@gmail.com 
HEAVEN’S HANDS DISCOUNT CLEANING SERVICE LLC

Residential/Commercial. Insured, evenings preferred. (219) 210-9820
PK Precise Cleaning: Your Space, My Masterpiece

Residential, offices, vacation, condo cleans, deep cleans. 
References upon request. Call Pamela @ (219) 393-0959

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
  terrystandring@hotmail.com

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

LLOYD’S – DUNES SERVICES
Roofing • Painting • Tree Removal • Stump/brush removal

Gutter guards-cleaning • Power washing • Raking • All home repairs
Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.

Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 

anything. No job too big or too small!
THE EXTERIOR REPAIR MAN

EXTERIOR WORK (LEWIS): Leak & shingle repair. Small roof projects. 
Siding: fascia, soffits, windows, doors. Seamless Gutters: installation, 

screens, adjustment, downspouts. Minor deck repairs. Call Lewis at (219) 
210-7015. Plenty of references. Lic./insured

Keeping It Growing LLC is a locally owned small business that believes 
in strong customer relationships, and that communication is key. We  

offer a variety of services to our Residential and Commercial irrigation 
customers, which include the following: Spring Start Ups, Mid-Season 
Checks & Winterizations. We provide routine maintenance to irrigation 

systems, and additions to existing systems. We also offer backflow test-
ing performed by our state-certified technician. We take pride in our work 
by providing complete customer satisfaction. Our office hours are 8 a.m.-
3 p.m. Mon.-Fri., and we do offer Saturday appointments upon request. 
Call or email us to schedule an appointment today @ (219) 575-7022 

or amy@keepingitgrowing.com.
DAVE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE

25-years experience • (219) 379-6728

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:angiescleaning30@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:terrystandring@hotmail.com
mailto:amy@keepingitgrowing.com
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DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.
EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED

Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
THE DECK DOCTOR

Now’s the time to protect your deck. Power wash, stain/seal, exterior 
wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana since 

1993. Call (219) 299-9461.
Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC

Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 
epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 

(219) 229-0738
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning, 
snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 

Facebook.com/abeslawncare
CON SCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, tree trim-
ming and tree removal (with climber), mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. 

Power washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. 
Insured. (219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

RB’s SERVICES
Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (spring/fall cleanup). Lot clearings, 
haul away debris- house/garage, landscaping needs. Handyman work. 

Power washing – houses, drives, etc. In services since 1987. 
Roger at (219) 561-4008.

FANTASTIC GARDENERS
Enjoy your tidied-up green space. Your trusty neighborhood gardening 

services. Planting, organic fertilizing, mulching, shrub trimming/planting, 
all maintenance care. Call Lindsey at (219) 851-0335

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees, as well as seasonal sum-
mer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, servers, buss staff, dishwashers. 

Will train. Email letter of intent and resume to 
FishcampMC@gmail.com

Looking for a part-time, dependable, experienced cleaning lady at 
North Pine Lake residence. $18 hourly rate. Occasional Saturdays 

may be required. Call Norm at (630) 567-1835 or 
Peggy at (847) 274-5126

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
HUGE OUTDOOR ESTATE SALE!

2805 Maple St. Near Edgewood Elementary School
Thursday-Saturday, June 17-19, 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Boat items, tools, furniture, jewelry, many books, clothes, shoes, purses, 
linens, comforters, dishes, glassware, copper, silverware, kitchen items, 

pillows, lamps, rugs and much more! CASH ONLY!
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 
lures, reels, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

WANT TO RENT/LEASE/SHARE
Couple seeking year-round 1-2 bedroom rental in Sawyer/Three 

Oaks/Union Pier/New Buffalo area. Call (616) 329-1648.
HOME WATCH

HOME WATCH SERVICES: Home Watch of Southwest Michigan pro-
vides periodic house checks to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while 

you’re away. INSURED, ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit 
and free quote, contact us today!

  info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • 
mihomewatch.com 

Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 

in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE  
Buildable lot in Long Beach — $125,000. 

2042 Juneway Drive – (219) 879-4150 or (219) 878-3888.

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number 
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your 
library card number and he/she will check out the 
items and take them to a table at the parking space 
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their 
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman) 
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas 
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 100 
Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-7696) is 
located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.

mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:FishcampMC@gmail.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
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Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley 
(hardcover, $18.99 in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook and audiobook. 488 pages)

All journeys begin facing east in Ojibwe teach-
ings. Makes sense, since that is the direction of the 
rising sun…a new day means a new beginning…

This story is narrated by Daunis Fontaine, 18, 
who lives with her mother in Sault Ste. Marie in 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. She is Fontaine 
by her white mother and Firekeeper on her father’s 
Ojibwe side. The Firekeepers live on 
Sugar Island, across the river, attain-
able only by ferry boat. However, her 
father’s name does not appear on her 
birth certifi cate. Daunis is not an “en-
rolled member” of the Sugar Island 
Ojibwe Tribe because she is only a “de-
scendant.” Blood lines must be proven 
by a process run by the Tribe Elders. 

Daunis’ Fontaine family is one of 
the oldest in the area. Her grandfather 
has his name on a dorm at Lake Supe-
rior State College, which tells you a lot 
about their importance to the commu-
nity, and their wealth. As Daunis puts 
it, “I’m defi nitely local.”

When Grace, Daunis’ mother, got 
pregnant by the Ojibwe, Levi Firekeep-
er, her family, hustled her out of town to 
give birth, returning when the baby was 3 months 
old. While she was gone, Levi married, and his new 
wife, Dana, gave birth to a boy, Levi. Daunis and 
Levi grew up together and became best friends, as 
well as half brother and sister.

Daunis is about to deviate from “The Plan” for 
her to become Dr. Fontaine. She is a top biology stu-
dent, primed to begin her medical education at the 
University of Michigan when she decides to spend 
her freshman year locally at Lake Superior College 
to help her mother. She lives with her mother since 
her Uncle David died in April — suicide? overdose? 
or something else? — and GrandMary had a stroke 
in June and now lives in a nursing home. Do bad 
things happen in threes? Many believe so, and we’re 
about to fi nd out…

One thing she does like is playing hockey. Her fa-
ther, Levi Firekeeper, was a superior hockey player 
when a car accident ended any hopes of a profes-
sional career.

Grace stood up to the Fontaine family when they 
tried to keep Daunis away from her Ojibwe family. 
She made sure Daunis learned about her father’s 
heritage, culture and language. Yet sometimes Dau-
nis feels like she belongs nowhere. It seems to her 
the white side of her family sees her Ojibwe side as 

a “burden,” while the Ojibwe sometimes sees her as 
white fi rst and Indian second.

Roaming Sugar Island one day, she fi nds the body 
of Heather, a fellow student who once offered her 
drugs. Then another Indian, Robin Bailey, is found 
dead of a confi rmed meth overdose. It’s determined 
a new type of meth with a strong hallucinogenic ef-
fect has been introduced — are drugs taking over 
the city and the reservation?

The fi nal straw for Daunis happens the day she 
witnesses a shooting by someone she 
has known her whole life, and who is 
obviously strung out on some drug.

Still reeling from what she saw, 
Daunis doesn’t have a clue what she’s 
about to step into when Jamie John-
son shows up. New kid in town, soon 
to be senior at the high school and new 
hockey player on the school team. He 
becomes best friends with Levi and 
gains Daunis’ interest. His uncle Ron 
is the new biology teacher, taking the 
place of  Daunis’ deceased uncle. Will 
they be friend or foe?

It doesn’t take long before Daunis is 
approached to become a CI (confi den-
tial informant) for the FBI. Her knowl-
edge of the biology in the area might be 
the help the feds need to fi nd out how 

this new form of meth is being produced. Naturally, 
Daunis wants to help, but does she really think this 
through before she accepts the offer? Of course not. 
She goes all in and has no idea how dangerous this 
can become or who she can trust.

In Daunis’ own voice, a picture emerges of a bril-
liant student and young woman wanting to fi nd 
peace and understanding in both sides of her par-
ents’ worlds. It might prove to be more diffi cult than 
she thought. 

This book gives us a compelling and realistic look 
at modern-day Native Americans. The inclusion of 
Ojibwe language and customs as taught to Daunis 
shows us how she tries to balance living with both 
the Fontaines and the Firekeepers.

While the book is classifi ed as Young Adult, it is a 
story for adults, too, because it’s the whole package 
— a murder/mystery laced with crystal meth, fam-
ily secrets and more adjectives than I can think of.

Boulley is an enrolled member of the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, a former director 
of the Offi ce of Indian Education at the U.S. Dept. 
of Education. She now lives in Southwest Michigan, 
but I suspect her heart is still in Sugar Island.

Boulley, you are my favorite new author!
Till next time, happy reading!
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2411 St. Lawrence Avenue, Long Beach

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
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