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Remaining a 
Community 

Resource
by Connie Kuzydym

This screenshot shows Dave Fink, Michigan City Public Library assistant department head of Youth Services, during virtual story time.

Editor’s note — This is the next in a series of 
articles over the next few months exploring life in 
LaPorte County since the COVID-19 pandemic.

ibraries, these brick-and-mortar public institu-
tions, inspire wonder, imagination, knowledge, 
learning and so much more.

But when the COVID-19 pandemic hit last 
year, mandates closed Michigan City Public Li-
brary and LaPorte County Public Library from 

March 18 to June 1. Libraries these 
days, however, play a greater role than 

merely checking out books and other materials. Li-
braries, in fact, provide a variety of programs and a 
host of other services. Funded either in whole or in 
part by public funds, they are set up to serve their 
community.

That’s according to Robin Kohn, MCPL public-re-
lations director, and Jennifer Bissonnette, LPCPL 
communications manager.

L
“We think of ourselves as a cultural center,” Kohn 

said, “a community center for the whole community.”
Bissonnette agrees.
“Libraries are a resource for the community,” she 

says. “Whether someone is looking for information, 
Internet access or entertainment, we can help.”

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. LaPorte County Public Library, whose 
main location is at 904 Indiana Ave. in LaPorte, 
has branches throughout the county, the closest to 
Michigan City being the Coolspring branch at John-
son Road and County Road 400 North.

Amid the COVID shutdown, the staff at both li-
braries worked remotely. An immediate concern 
was the impact the mandated closure would have 
on the more vulnerable population. 

“We hated being closed. We’ve always prided our-
selves to offering services,” Kohn said. “When we 
closed, it was heartbreaking, but we understood why 

Continued on Page 2
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Remaining a Resource Continued from Page 1

we had to. It was the 
fact that people didn’t 
have access to comput-
er use. To some people, 
that’s a very important 
aspect of how they get 
their unemployment 
and other services 
that you have to sign 
up with. You can’t ap-
ply for a job without a 
computer…There was 
nothing open where 
you could go to and get 
those services. It was 
heartbreaking for our 
staff to see that, and to 
not be able to offer that 
for those weeks.”

With Bissonnette joining the LPCPL staff in Sep-
tember, Director Fonda Owens offered additional 
insight about the past year.

“We have done 
training, and we 
stay in touch with 
our local commu-
nity resource pro-
viders,” she said. 
“When we are 
aware of a need, 
we put people in 
direct contact with 
agencies who can 
help them.” 

U n d e r s t a n d -
ing the challenges 
each community 
faced, both entities 
made Wi-Fi accessible in their parking lots. LPCPL 
also offers hotspots that patrons can check out. A 
hotspot is a way to access the Internet, typically 
with Wi-Fi. 

While working remotely, staff made sure to still 
offer assistance to the community.

“While physical facilities were closed, we were 
still able to offer digital resources and limited other 
services,” Bissonnette said. “Staff were available to 

Robin Kohn, Michigan City Public 
Library’s public relations director. 
Beacher fi le photo by Paul Kemiel

Jennifer Bissonnette.

answer phone calls and online inquiries.” 
Digital materials patrons can access through 

LPCPL include e-books, e-audio, magazines, movie 
streaming, databases and a wide variety of resource 
information. The list is similar at MCPL.

Library staff also had to prepare for the day 
their buildings would reopen to the public. MCPL 
removed its soft seating, such as plush chairs scat-
tered through the library, while the LPCPL re-
arranged or removed furniture to ensure social 
distancing. Meanwhile, Personal Protection Equip-
ment was secured for staff and patrons, and safety 
measures, such as Plexiglass barriers, put in place. 

In the process of implementing these procedures, 
libraries now faced a bigger challenge: turning in-
person programs into online events. Kohn and Bis-
sonnette agree, the staff at both libraries eagerly 
took on that challenge: a wonderful option for the 
many families and individuals who rely on these 
programs as a source of entertainment.

This screenshot reveals how library staff digitally placed animals 
throughout the library for young viewers to see.

MCPL Youth Services shifted the majority of its 
programs online. A new Children’s Story Time is 
streamed every Wednesday. Graphic Novel Club/
Podcast for teens and Dungeon and Dragons month-
ly one-shot campaigns are hosted on Zoom. Tinker-
cad, an online workshop, allows youth to design 3-D 
creations the library will print for no charge. 

Adult programming is all on Zoom, according to 
Kohn, who has done book reviews and held a book 
club discussion. She’s also leading the online ver-
sion of the Great Decisions-Foreign Policy discus-
sion group twice a month. 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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“It was pretty 
amazing,” she con-
tinued. “We real-
ized with that par-
ticular thing that 
people were look-
ing for things to do 
with their kids.” 

LPCPL also went 
virtual with many 
of its events and programming.

“That was a bit of a challenge at fi rst, but our 
community engagement librarians enjoyed creating 
some of these, and the challenge of moving them 
(online),” Bissonnette said. “We have virtual book 
clubs, weekly virtual story time. We will have an 
upcoming gardening series with JoEllen Meyers 
Sharp, and we’ve also had a book club Battle Royale 
at the end of February, amongst some other things.” 

The challenge for both libraries, then, was ensur-
ing their engagement with patrons, and that the 
quality of programming stayed the same.

“I think we’ve done a very good job of doing that,” 
Bissonnette said. “We’ve had great success in using 
Zoom. We’ve been able to invite authors in to speak 
on Zoom. We can take questions and other things 
that way. We got very creative with some of our 
problem solving, and I think it’s worked very well.”

“It was a little bit tricky at fi rst,” Kohn said. “We 
didn’t know what kind of participation we’d get…
People were at home, were they even going to be 
engaged?”

During the holiday season, they got their answer.  
“Normally, we would have Santa visit, and all 

kinds of fun things going on,” Kohn said. “We offered 
a free take home craft…Within a few hours, we had 
over 100 of them. They were completely gone…we 
ordered more and gave all those away, too.

Library displays that reveal 
how families can make 

crafts at home.

Continued on Page 4

School of American Music
Free Family Concerts Presents

“With a Youthful Spirit”
Featuring:

The Northwest Indiana Symphony  
Woodwind Quintet

with 
Prima String Quartet and La Belle 

Voca
both from Northwest Indiana 
Symphony Youth Orchestra

Sunday, March 14, 2021
3 P.M. EDT

Converge Community Church
601 W. Buffalo St.
New Buffalo, Mi

Masked and Social Distanced
Live Streamed

Tickets reserved at  
schoolofamericanmusic.com  

Donations appreciated

Cindy 
Fudala, 
Flute

Jennet 
Engle, 
Oboe

John 
Schreckengost, 
French Horn

Dan 
D’Andrea, 

Bassoon

Trevor  
O’ Riordan, 

Clarinet
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Will the streaming component remain at both li-
braries?

“It will depend on the event, but I do think we will 
keep virtual components in the future because some 
events have seen a larger amount of people partici-
pating,” Owens said. “Virtual allows us to have dif-
ferent panelists and presenters that we otherwise 
may not have access to.”

Another uptick is, streaming allows patrons to 
watch at their leisure. Zoom typically requires the 
patron to be online for an event at a specifi c day and 
time, providing the socialization aspect.

Remaining a Resource Continued from Page 3

Signs at LaPorte County Public Library stress the 
importance of social distancing.

When mandates requiring that libraries close 
were lifted as of June 1, the cleaning procedures be-
gan. The approach varied between the two institu-
tions, but rest assured, there is continuous cleaning 
of surfaces that are touched. Every item returned is 
quarantined for at least 24 hours before being made 
available again to the public. MCPL’s quarantine on 
returned items is 72 hours. There are items at both 
libraries in which disinfectants are used prior to the 
next patron’s usage. LPCPL has reopened its meet-
ing rooms, but at a lower capacity. Both require 
masks. Neither facility has experienced having too 
many individuals in the library so that social dis-
tancing cannot be maintained. 

Today, the majority of services the libraries offer, 
such as notary, genealogical research assistance, 
computer/Internet access, are back up and running, 
but in limited capacities.

A convenient feature — curbside pickup — was 
implemented at LPCPL just prior to the pandemic. 
Patrons place materials on hold, then make a res-
ervation for pickup on a designated date and time. 
Upon arriving at the library, a staff member deliv-
ers the materials to his/her car. 

Since the restrictions have been lifted, the LPC-
PL Mobile library is traveling again, providing pa-
trons living in more remote areas the opportunity to 

check out materials. Masks must be worn to enter, 
and social distancing is maintained. 

One of MCPL’s largest programs since 1997 is to 
offer tax assistance to low-income and elderly indi-
viduals. When the library closed last year, it was 
amid tax preparation. Fortunately, the due date 
was changed to July 15. When the library reopened, 
it was ready to offer its services within a week.

“Most of my volunteers were willing to come 
back,” Kohn said. “Instead of an in-person service, 
we now do a drop-off service…We had to adjust it, 
and it turned out great.” 

The library helped prepare 258 2019 taxes and is 
gearing up for tax season this year.

What the staff at these libraries learned is, you 
can adapt to whatever is thrown your way. Facing 
these challenges, and rising to them, also speaks 
highly of the teamwork between staff and boards. 
By working together, understanding the magnitude 
of the challenges and being resilient, they made the 
necessary changes to remain a vital part of the com-
munities they serve.

“During COVID, my process, and I think the pro-
cess of many of the staff and our Board of Trustees, 
has been to fi gure out how to serve our community,” 
Owens said. “What that looks like is determined by 
conditions, but it’s our job to fi gure out how to do 
that safely and to the best of our ability.”

Kohn said, “We took a bad situation, one we never 
had to deal with before in all of our whole profes-
sional lives, and we were able to fi gure out a way 
to make sure services and people were safe in our 
environment.” 

An example of curbside pickup through LaPorte County Public Library.

For More Information
Michigan City Public Library

www.mclib.org
LaPorte County Public Library

www.laportelibrary.org

http://www.mclib.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
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MCPL Amid Final Phase of Remodeling Project
by William Halliar

This rendering depicts how the exterior of the library will look.

Michigan City Public Library is amid the third 
and fi nal stage of its remodeling project that will 
bring up to 21st century standards Helmut Jahn’s 
unique architectural contribution to our area.

Preliminary drawings of a sweeping new en-

trance canopy slated for the front of the building, 
101 W. Second St., reveal the project designers are 
sensitive to keeping their improvements in line with 
Jahn’s original vision of shapes, space and light. 

Continued on Page 6
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Project designers Tiffany Nash and Dan Pohrte, 
founding partners of the Chicago-based fi rm Prod-
uct Architecture+Design, studied Jahn’s designs 
and worked diligently to bring the 44-year-old 
building back to its original splendor.

“It was a challenge to be respectful of the original 
design,” Nash told The Beacher. She also believes 
“this particular piece of architecture is truly a work 
of art.”

Over the years, during cycles of regular mainte-
nance, some of Jahn’s original intent for the build-
ing’s interior was lost to the styles and popular col-
ors of the times. Nash and Pohrte, ever mindful of 
Jahn’s open-concept design, removed much of the 
solid wood treatments, replacing them with clear 
and colored panels.

In a brilliant attempt to “bring back the original 
esthetics,” as Nash puts it, colorful carpeting was 
chosen throughout the building and translucent, 
pastel-colored end caps installed on book shelves. A 
new circulation desk will be decorated with multi-
colored, perforated metal.

Pohrte points out that the building, although 
built on a rectangular lot, is not at all built as a 
squared-off rectangle. Rather, the interior structure 
is built at angles to the rectangular lot on which 
it sits. This can be seen in particular from above 
in the roof structure. The overall visual effect is of 
waves crashing at an angle against the lakeshore. 
The new canopy over the front entrance will lead 
the viewer’s eye to this unique feature. 

Pohrte speaks of the openness of the building, 

MCPL Remodeling Continued from Page 5

and how he and Nash strove to enhance the “long 
open vistas” Jahn created in his brilliant design by 
using glass and bright, translucent colors. Pohrte 
considers it a “great honor” to be part of the library’s 
restoration.  

According to Robin Kohn, the library’s public-re-
lations director, the current restoration will include;
• A new front entrance and vestibule, both with 

new lighting.
• A new canopy, with lighting, over the front en-

trance.
• A new circulation desk and circulation staff of-

fi ces.
• New shelving and seating for the front lobby.
• Carpeting, electrical and security updates.

This fi nal construction phase is expected to be 
completed by mid-June. During this time, the front 
plaza, main entrance and inside lobby will be closed. 
Library patrons can enter the library through the 
east doors near the drive-up book drop. Public bath-
rooms will remain open, a temporary circulation 
desk will be set up and as many regular services as 
possible will remain available. 

Kohn says the library will make every effort to 
remain open to the public; however, some closings 
may be necessary for public safety. The library will 
post updated information on Facebook and the web-
site (www.mclib.org). Local radio stations will be 
notifi ed of any closings. 

Kohn and the library staff look forward to shar-
ing the newly remodeled space with the people of 
Michigan City.

“I am sure that it is going to be amazing,” Kohn 
said.This design conveys plans for the circulation desk.

This image reveals how the vestibule will look once completed.

NMLS# 586279

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Mary Vrska
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950

HorizonBank.com

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

http://www.mclib.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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to BIG LAKE to BIG LAKE 
3 bdrm 1.5 baths3 bdrm 1.5 baths
1,469 sf finished1,469 sf finished
born in 1933!born in 1933!
$455,000$455,000

loads of charm!loads of charm!
old and newold and new
refinished floorsrefinished floors
vaulted & brightvaulted & bright
deep rear yarddeep rear yard

sheila carlson

selling homes inc

219.874.1180

219.861.3702 cell

sheila@sellinghomesinc.com

licensed in IN/MI

one block

mailto:sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
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1bcavic@gmail.com
Licensed in IN and MI

Contact me to learn how important 
this information is to you

M A K E  Y O U R  N E X T  M O V E W I T H  M E .

M A R K E T  U P D A T E

U N D E R  C O N T R A C T S O L DF O R  S A L E

J A N U A R Y  1 , 2 0 2 0  T O  J A N U A R Y  1 ,  2 0 2 1

-54.1% +183.3% -22.2
39 listings vs. 85 listings 

in January 2020

17 listings vs. 6 listings 

in January 2020

9 listings vs. 7 listings 

in January 2020

BOBBIE CAVIC 
612-385-2576

mailto:1bcavic@gmail.com
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SWEETWATER BOATING 
SUPPLIES

20% OFF 
STOREWIDE SALE

Saturday & Sunday,
March 13th & 14th

OPEN HOUSE 
at

38 N. Whittaker St.
New Buffalo, MI
269-469-6560

Financial-aid professionals from 
across Indiana will volunteer to 
help college-bound students and 
their families with fi nancial aid 
during a virtual edition of College 
Goal Sunday at 2 p.m. EDT Sun-
day, March 7.

The free program assists Indi-
ana students in fi ling the Free Ap-
plication for Federal Student Aid. 
The form is required for students 
to be considered for federal and 
state grants, scholarships and Fed-
eral student loans at most colleges, 
universities and vocational/techni-
cal schools nationwide. The FAFSA 
must be fi led by April 15.

Volunteers will answer families’ 
questions as needed. Visit www.
CollegeGoalSunday.org and click 
the link displayed on the page to 
enter the virtual event. For the best 
fi ling experience, working from a computer/laptop 
is highly recommended.

Students should be joined by parent(s) or 
guardian(s), and parents should have a completed 
2019 IRS 1040 tax returns, W-2 forms and other 

2019 income and benefi ts informa-
tion. Students who worked should 
provide income information. Students 
24 or older can participate alone and 
present 2019 IRS 1040 tax return, 
W-2 form or other 2019 income and 
benefi ts information. Students and 
parents are encouraged to apply for 
their U.S. Department of Education 
FSA IDs at www.studentaid.gov be-
fore logging in to the event.

Students also may be eligible for 
one of fi ve $1,000 scholarships. Those 
who attend College Goal Sunday and 
submit a completed evaluation form 
automatically will be entered in a 
drawing for a $1,000 scholarship. 
The winners will be notifi ed in April, 
and prizes will be sent directly to the 
higher education institution selected 
by those students.

Now in its 32nd year, College Goal 
Sunday has helped more than 94,000 Indiana stu-
dents and families complete the FAFSA properly 
and on time. It is a charitable program through the 
Indiana Student Financial Aid Association. Visit 
www.CollegeGoalSunday.org for details.

Virtual Edition of College Goal Sunday

http://www.CollegeGoalSunday.org
http://www.CollegeGoalSunday.org
http://www.studentaid.gov
http://www.CollegeGoalSunday.org
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$899,000

19 ANGLE DRIVE
Michiana Shores, IN

5 bedrooms, 4 baths
Huge screen porch, hot tub 
1 block from Lake Michigan

1026 N. Karwick Road
(219) 871-0001

4121 Franklin St.
(219) 874-2121

T
MICHELE CIHAK

219-861-2073 • michelecihak@yahoo.com

 

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY!

Notice to Long Beach Property Owners 
Planning to Rent Their Residence:
 

As you may know, renting your home for fewer 
than 30 days is prohibited in the Town of Long 
Beach. To ensure compliance with this requirement, 
the Town has contracted with a company called 
Granicus to assist us with research, data collection 
and enforcement of this ordinance. Property owners 
are reminded that violations of this ordinance will 

actions by the Town, including, but not limited to, the 
initiation of legal proceedings to seek injunctive relief 
and recovery of costs of enforcement, as well as 
reporting violations to the appropriate governmental 

estate and income tax obligations. If you are renting 
or plan to rent your property for fewer than 30 days, 
be aware it violates Long Beach Ordinance #2017-
01. Questions related to the ordinance or neighbors 
wishing to report suspected short-term rentals at a 
nearby property are encouraged to contact the police 
department at (219) 874-4243 or email Chief Mark 
Swistek at chief@lbpdin.com. 

Robert LeMay, Long Beach Town Council President
Mark Swistek, Long Beach Police Chief Dan Coffey

O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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Just got the Indiana stats for January 
2020 compared to January 2021. Here is 
the summary for the state as a whole.
Total closed sales were up 9.9%. Median 
Price was up 15%. Average was up 14%. 
New listings were down 11.8%. A great 
time to sell across the state, but a harder 

Next, look at January through Feb. 24, 
2020, compared to 2021 in “Indiana 
Lakefront,” which is the area northwest 
of U.S. 12 from Burns Harbor to 
the Michigan line. The numbers for 
residential and land sales are in more 
detail. We only have closed data for 
2020.

INDIANA AND LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE STILL 

VERY STRONG

Lnd means Land. Res means residential 
unit. Pen means under contract, but not 
closed yet.
The total $Volume numbers jump off 
the page for me. Residential (2020, $4.6 
million; 2021 $7.6 million). That is a 
165% increase. Land 2020, $198k; 2021, 
$862k. That’s a 435% increase. Median 
prices of both residences and land were 
up. Days on market for residential and 
land were both down.

paying more for both residential and 
land, and beginning to buy a lot more 
land.

mailto:michelecihak@yahoo.com
mailto:chief@lbpdin.com
mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
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Movies rarely surprise us. It’s not that we are jad-
ed or cynical, more that fi lmmakers lack the cojones 
to catch us off guard. They’ve become shackled to a 
squeamish society. Fearful of offending.

Writer-director J. Blakeson, apparently, didn’t get 
that memo. Midway through “I Care a Lot,” I found 
myself laughing out of twisted delight. His movie is 
so delicious, so warped by design, the effect is like 
an adrenaline rush. The story — the darkest of dark 
comedies — shifts so many gears, we’re never quite 
sure where it is headed. What the outcome might 
be. And that, dear reader, is part of the fun.

The movie, which just debuted on Netfl ix, intro-
duces us to Marla Grayson, played by Rosamund 
Pike (“Gone Girl”) as if modeled after tigers that eat 
their young. Her sole intention is being rich. And 
her scheme? Con a judge into appointing her the le-
gal guardian of wealthy seniors, plunk said seniors 
into nursing homes, cut them off from the outside 
world, then drain them of their assets. Nursing 
homes, medical professionals, they’re all in cahoots 
with her, steering likely targets her way.

The latest is what Marla calls a “cherry”: an older 
woman with no family, no ties to anyone else, and 
sitting on a gold mine. That would be Jennifer Pe-
terson (two-time Oscar-winner Dianne Wiest), who 

early in the fi lm is literally dragged from her idyllic 
existence and dumped into an assisted living facil-
ity after Marla becomes her legal guardian.

Not knowing anything about the fi lm, I feared that 
“I Care a Lot” was about to become a message movie: 
a commentary on greed, exploitation and the plight 
of our seniors. It is not. That, my friends, is why we 
have boring LIFETIME channel movies. Instead, 
Blakeson, who helmed a solid adaptation of Rick 
Yancey’s Young Adult novel “The 5th Wave” (2016), 
delivers one wicked sucker punch after another. 

Turns out, Marla messed with the wrong woman. 
I wouldn’t dare dream of spoiling the reasons why, 
but know that Jennifer has a son (a hilarious Peter 
Dinklage, intimidating as hell) who has no qualms 
of doing whatever it takes to free his mother. Even 
if that means gunfi re in a nursing home. And when 
Wiest, as Jennifer, sedated at Marla’s request, al-
lows a devilish smile to creep across her face, calling 
Marla the one word you don’t call a woman, well...

“I Care a Lot” is a Twisted Delight
by Andrew Tallackson

Marla Grayson (Rosamund Pike) stands before a wall with pictures of all her “clients” in “I Care a Lot,” now streaming on Netfl ix.

★ ★ ★ ★
“I Care a Lot”

Running time: 118 minutes. Netflix. Rated R 

for language throughout and some violence
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PIPE ORGAN 
MUSIC

Sundays  
10 AM to 11 AM CST

WIMS 1420 AM   95.1 FM 
106.7 FM Valparaiso 

www.facebook.com/WIMSRADIO 
and the Tunein app that allows everyone to 

stream us around the world at any time

Requests: First Congregational Church
Comments: P.O. Box 8892
Donations: Michigan City, IN 46361-8892

email: gdobie38@yahoo.com

Dine-In for Lunch & Dinner + Curbside Pickup

All new menu + your favorites!

4125 Franklin • Michigan City
219.873.9401    info@patricksgrille.com               

PatricksGrille.com                                    

the game is on.
Wiest is the only actress 

who could play Jennifer like 
this, without any trace of 
sentiment. That would be a 
snooze. Instead, Wiest plays 
her as fearless, thrilled by 
the world of hurt her son will 
unleash against Marla.

As for Pike, I thought her 
Oscar-nominated turn in 
“Gone Girl” was chilling...
but after what she achieves 
here, that was child’s play. 
That character was a scorned 
wife out for revenge, her hus-
band’s brain motivated by 
his male reproductive organ. 
Marla, by comparison, has 
zero scruples. Blakeson, as 
the writer and director, does 
not try to analyze her too in-
tently — Marla hurls a few 
verbal daggers that suggest 
botched feminism. Instead, she is greed at its most 
primal, and it is like watching a train wreck. We are 
captivated by her even as we are repulsed by her. 
Pike’s face rarely cracks. Emotion, for her, is a sign 
of weakness. Each new challenge to her control sim-
ply redirects her energy. And that persistence ap-
parently affords her nine lives, particularly during 
a breathless sequence in which she’s drugged and 
her vehicle plunged into a river.

That is what you appreciate about “I Care A Lot.” 
Nothing about it is predictable. Even the climax. As 
the dust settles, it appears Blakeson has unleashed 
his fi nal twist...and it would have been enough. We 
are satisfi ed. But nope, he has one more surprise up 
his sleeve, and it’s a doozy. You don’t see it coming.

I may have to give “I Care a Lot” another viewing. 
It is just so darn juicy.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Marla Grayson (Rosamund Pike, right) and her assistant, Fran (Eiza González), escort 
Jennifer Peterson (Dianne Wiest) against her will into a nursing facility.

http://www.facebook.com/WIMSRADIO
mailto:gdobie38@yahoo.com
mailto:info@patricksgrille.com
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“Minari” may be the fi rst immigrant saga that 
shows the American dream nearly disintegrating 
not because of our own cruelty, but because its fam-
ily is not on the same page. Craving the spoils of 
can-do Americanism isn’t at issue, but a husband, 
wife, children and grandparent who all want differ-
ent things.

That makes for one unique moviegoing experi-
ence. Stories of immigrants arriving in America 
typically come bathed in violence (“The Godfather,” 
Al Pacino’s “Scarface”), fanciful memories (“Ava-
lon”) or family turmoil (“The Namesake”). “Minari,” 
available through View on Demand, falls into none 
of these categories. It introduces a Korean family 
settling in Arkansas pushed to the brink of collapse. 
Because of that, it teeters close to being a downer...
until the beautiful ending leaves you full of hope.

Drawing from his own childhood experiences, 
writer-director Lee Isaac Chung introduces the Yi 
family in the early 1980s that arrives in Arkansas 
from California, the intentions of the father, Jacob, 
being to fl ourish as a farmer. He’s played by “Walk-
ing Dead” alumnus Steven Yeun in a diffi cult perfor-
mance that eschews all the warm fuzzies associated 
with movie immigrant fathers. He’s a bit selfi sh, re-
fusing to accept any opposing perspectives. He just 

assumes everyone will bend to his will.
His wife, Monica (Han Ye-ri), is not one of them. 

Content with their life in California, she sees their 
latest move as one giant step backward. Living in 
the middle of nowhere, in a trailer, no less, and 
scraping by sexing chickens at a local hatchery.

Their two children, older sister Anne (Noel Kate 
Cho) and younger brother David (Alan Kim), have 
begun Americanizing themselves, much more so 
than their parent. They speak more English, revert-
ing to Korean only if their parents demand it. And 
when their grandmother, Soon-ja (Youn Yuh-jung, 
who is one live wire), arrives to stay with them, the 
two wonder why she doesn’t embrace a more Ameri-
can notion of grandmothers, like baking cookies. In-
stead, she takes them for walks on their property, 
eventually showing them how to plant minari seeds 
along the creek. Minari seeds, she tells them, are 
useful and resilient, growing wherever they are 
planted.

“Minari” Takes a 
Unique View of the 

American Dream
by Andrew Tallackson

Steven Yeun and Han Ye-ri star in “Minari,” 
now available through View on Demand.

★ ★ ★
“Minari”

Running time: 115 minutes. View on Demand. 

Rated PG-13 for some thematic elements and a rude gesture

1/2
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

8 MAPLE STREET 
THREE OAKS, MI
269.340.0346
GOODSANDHEROES.COM
  

OPEN EVERY DAY
NOON - 5PM EST

Open Every Day!
8 MAPLE STREET 
THREE OAKS, MI
269.340.0346
GOODSANDHEROES.COM
  

OPEN EVERY DAY
NOON - 5PM EST

Symbolism 101.
Thing is, Chung, as writer and di-

rector, takes a largely unsentimental 
approach to the family. Yes, Soon-ja 
provides moments of high comedy, espe-
cially when a disgruntled David brings 
her a rather unsavory warm drink. We 
brace for racism from the locals, but 
what’s surprising is how members of the 
local church, including an inquisitive 
young boy, reach out to the family, offer-
ing help and support. Less genuine, and 
depicted as more of a ridiculous carica-
ture, is veteran character actor Will Pat-
ton. He appears as Paul, who helps out 
with the family farm, all while behav-
ing like a boiler-plate religious fanatic, 
one who speaks in tongues and on Sun-
days carries a large wooden cross across 
dusty backroads.

The central turmoil in “Minari,” 
though, revolves around Jacob and 
Monica. Through them, we see two dif-
ferent pursuits of the American dream. 
He craves a more rural existence, she a 
more urban one surrounded by people 
with similar interests and backgrounds. That dis-
connect results in heated fi ghts between the two, 
the marriage crumbling as the months drag on, with 
Paul’s farm failing to yield the crops he once prom-
ised. The fi lm’s second half, in fact, often is painful. 
What we are witnessing is a family in crisis, and we 
question whether we admire Jacob at all, if he’s lost 
sight of what matters most.

The big fi nish of “Minari,” though, is its saving 
grace. No, everything isn’t resolved with a neat, 
tiny bow. Instead, it reminds us of an invaluable 
lesson. Happiness within a family — it’s often about 
compromise. A willingness to listen, not just to each 

other, but also to the wisdom of others.
Then, and only then, are our dreams possible.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

com

Alan Kim, as David, proves to be the scene-stealer of “Minari,” particularly 
during an unexpected confrontation with his grandmother.

mailto:mark@markcuri.com
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Last year will go down as the point in my life 
when I dove headfi rst into “the stream.”

Oh sure, beforehand, a “Stranger Things” here, a 
“Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” there, but never the full-
throttle embrace of 2020. Then again, amid a global 
pandemic, did we have a choice?

Make no mistakes, I’m old school. Reviewing 
fi lms by streaming felt like cheating. A new movie is 
cause for celebration. A trip to the local theater and 
all the requisite rituals, like scouting out the right 
seats for optimum viewing, devouring a regimen of 
snacks or, if at Vickers Theatre, the best movie pop-
corn anywhere.

And, nothing can top the collective experience, 
the feeling of being part of a movie community, when 
a packed house goes berserk with delight amid the 
big fi nish of “Avengers: Endgame,” or gasps when 
the killer is nabbed at the close of “Knives Out.”

But back in March, as we all hunkered down into 
self-isolation, and local events were canceled left 
and right, it became abundantly clear to me that, if 
we were all glued to our TV sets amid COVID, then 
it was best to roll with the punches. Adapt. Embrace 
“the stream.” Guide Beacher readers toward the 
best available options.

Because Hollywood studios pushed back the re-
lease dates of their costliest pictures, desperate to 
escape COVID’s clutches, a colleague suggested 
that 2020 was a weak year for movies. True, pop-
corn movies we eagerly anticipated — “Black Wid-
ow,” “No Time to Die,” “West Side Story” — saw 
expected COVID delays. But I would argue by clear-
ing out the slate of hefty studio releases, smaller 
independent fare got to shine. Better yet, through 
streaming, they were more accessible, attracting a 
far greater audience.

Typically, the list of my favorite fi lms of the past 
year appears in our fi rst edition of the new year. 
But Oscar offi cials, in granting directors extra time 
to complete their fi lms amid COVID shutdowns, 
extended the release requirements into 2021. With 
the Oscar nominations to be announced March 15, 
I held out as long as possible. Look for our annual 
“Beat the Editor” Oscar contest to appear soon after 
the nominees are revealed, complete with prizes for 
fi rst and second place.

So, without further ado, my favorite fi lms of 2020 
are:

1. “The Father” & “Supernova”
A tie, yes. 
Movies affect us on emotional and visceral lev-

els. Something about them speaks to us, touches a 
nerve, fi nds a common thread. Maybe my choice of 

these two fi lms has to do with the fact that I’m now 
in my 50s. Or that a close relative is fi ghting, and 
losing, his battle with dementia. These two fi lms 
explore the shattering effects of Alzheimer’s disease 
and dementia on intimate, deeply personal levels...
and through actors working at the top of their game. 
“The Father,” structured like a baffl ing jigsaw puz-
zle, achieves a rarity, placing you inside the mind 
of someone with Alzheimer’s disease. “Supernova” 
charts the journey of two men, long in love, one of 
them standing at the abyss of his own mortality. 
Both explore individuals struggling to retain any 
shred of humanity left within them. Anthony Hop-
kins and Olivia Colman in “The Father,” and Colin 
Firth and Stanley Tucci in “Supernova,” reach down 
deep to offer raw, compassionate performances.

2. “Sound of Metal”
Like “The Father,” this is the equivalent of sen-

sory viewing, possibly the fi rst movie to successfully 
reproduce what it is like for people who are deaf or 
suffering from hearing loss. Riz Ahmed, in a perfor-
mance sure to score a Best Actor nod, stars as the 

drummer for a metal band who, after years with the 
group, quickly loses most of his hearing. He lands in 
a rural community for former drug users now bat-
tling hearing loss, his dreams and values rattled 
to the core. Ultimately, “Sound of Metal” is about 
embracing the hand life deals you. That message is 
fulfi lled in a carefully calibrated experience with a 
most powerful conclusion.

3. “Nomadland”
Chloé Zhao’s lovely, haunting “Nomadland” ex-

plores one woman’s solitude amid the great Ameri-
can landscape, but it places her journey within the 
context of people not tied down to the land. Fran-
ces McDormand, in a performance of considerable 
restraint, stars as a widow who roams the country 
fi nding work wherever it becomes available. In the 
process, she meets fellow “nomads,” many played by 
real people who lay bare their hearts and souls on 
fi lm. The whole experience feels genuine. Real. En-
lightening.

needs to be said.

5. “The Trial of the Chicago 7”
“The Trial of the Chicago 7” reveals Aaron Sor-

kin, as writer and director, at the top of his game. 
When was the last time a two-hour drama zipped by 
this quickly? His fi lm introduces the group charged 
with conspiracy and crossing state lines to incite 
riots at the 1968 Democratic National Convention 
in Chicago. In doing so, the crackling dialogue and 
killer cast propel the drama forward like a bullet 
fi red from a gun. There is an urgency, a relevancy 
to today’s fractured political climate sorely lacking 
in most fi lms. I slighted the fi lm upon its release 
with a 3 1/2 star rating. It deserves 4 stars. Sacha 
Baron Cohen likely will score his fi rst Oscar acting 
nod by playing Abbie Hoffman as the trial’s hippie 
court jester.

6. “Judas and the Black Messiah”
Shaka King’s fi lm, about an FBI informant’s be-

trayal of Illinois Black Panther Chairman Fred 

My Favorite Films, and a Few Honorable Mentions, from 2020
by Andrew 
Tallackson

Continued on Page 18

4. “One Night in Miami”
Oscar-winner Regina King (“If Beale Street Could 

Talk”), in her directorial debut, shows extraordi-
nary confi dence behind the camera. Her fi lm, based 
on Kemp Powers’ 2013 one-act play, envisions a fi c-
tional encounter between Malcolm X, Cassius Clay, 
Sam Cooke and Jim Brown. The story draws sad, 
painful parallels to the events of today, allowing 
the unfortunate truths these men reveal to emerge 
from her dynamite young actors. The fi lm, like the 
men it introduces, holds no punches. It says what 
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Hampton, is exceedingly intelligent and involving, 
placing its characters in thoughtful context and bril-
liantly evoking a specifi c time and place. Better yet? 
A performance for the ages by Daniel Kaluuya. He 
is electrifying as Hampton, holding everyone in his 
grip with powerfully seductive skill. Credit Lakeith 
Stanfi eld, as informant Bill O’Neal, with delivering 
a career high, especially Bill’s fi nal scene with Fred: 
trembling, barely composing himself.

7. “The Life Ahead”
What this fi lm achieves is a deeply moving friend-

ship that defi es all convention, with Italian fi lmmak-
er Edoardo Ponti at the helm of a story in which his 
mother, the great Sophia Loren, proves age is just 
a number. At 86, her star wattage shines brighter 
than ever. She plays a prisoner at Auschwitz and 
former Paris call girl who in her fi nal years cares for 
the children of local prostitutes. The latest charge is 
10-year-old Momo, played by Ibrahima Gueye in a 
startling performance of raw intensity.

8. “Herself”
A familiar story — abused wife fl ees spouse, starts 

anew — reinvigorated as a quiet character study. 
It is one that builds to scenes of tremendous power 
as it has the courage to see its housewife discover 
her own self-worth. Clare Dunne, the Dublin-born 
writer and star, sends all the characters on journeys 
that suggest some of the best projects in life benefi t  
others, not the individual self.

9. “Boys State”
The year’s most engrossing, perceptive and re-

vealing documentary. Filmed in Texas in 2018, it 

Continued from Page 17

introduces teen boys randomly organized into two 
political groups who subsequently stage mock elec-
tions. What the fi lm does is reveal American politics 
in a fi shbowl, arguing political divisiveness starts 
early, absorbed by youth in their formative years so 
when young adulthood arrives, they exist not collec-
tively, as one voice, but as starkly opposite camps. A 

challenging experience on every level.

10. “The Outpost”
This fact-based drama begins like a B-movie 

western, and with all the clichés present. Then the 
climactic ambush arrives, a harrowing 45-minute 
assault on the senses, and the fi lm emerges as a 
stirring tribute to American bravery amid impos-
sible odds. The movie details all the key players 
who survived, and perished, during the 2009 Battle 
of Kamdesh in eastern Afghanistan, when 300-400 
Taliban descended on American Combat Outpost 
Keating. Director Rod Lurie, a former movie critic-
turned director (“The Contender,” “The Last Cas-
tle”), is unfl inching in his portrait of courage under 
constant fi re.

Honorable Mentions
• “Da 5 Bloods” — Spike Lee’s compelling spin 
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 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 30 years in business

Shingle and Flat Roof Specialist

 on “The Treasure of Sierra Madre,” but in the 
context of black veterans who return to Vietnam 
searching for gold. Brilliantly told, with a shell-
shocked performance by Delroy Lindo that war-
rants a Best Actor nomination.

• “Enola Holmes” — Pure moviemaking enchant-
ment, with “Stranger Things” star Millie Bobby 
Brown a delight in this feminist twist on the 
Sherlock Holmes legacy.

• “I Care A Lot” — A scathing black comedy in 
which a con artist (Rosamund Pike, phenomenal) 
picks the wrong senior citizen to scam, played 
with vicious glee by Dianne Wiest. A rare fi lm 
that keeps you guessing until the very end.

• “The Invisible Man” — A slick, smart horror 
fi lm for the #metoo era, with Elisabeth Moss 
positively ferocious as a woman who fi ghts back 
against the man who terrorizes her.

• “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom” — A superb ad-
aptation of August Wilson’s stage play, with Viola 
Davis in fi ne form and the late Chadwick Bose-
man, in his fi nal performance, operating at Os-
car-worthy levels.

• “The One & Only Ivan” — The year’s best fam-
ily fi lm, one I had the pleasure of seeing twice. A 
gentle fable, told with humor and heart. The last 
10 minutes will reduce anyone who sees it to a 
lump-in-the-throat mess.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com
The late Chadwick Boseman (left), in his fi nal performance, 
delivered the crown jewel of a career cut short by cancer.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Since 1895, we’ve helped individuals 
reach their goals of homeownershiphomeownership. 
We are an award-winning bank with a 

reputation for strong valuesstrong values and quality quality 
serviceservice. We offer a variety of mortgage 

loan products with competitive rates and 
plans to help you achieve your goals.

219-262-6028   |  Centier.comMember FDIC

Jennifer Smart
Loan Originator
NMLS# 277082

219-262-6028 X 4805
jenniferssmart.com

For More Information, 
Please Contact 

Homeownership
Begins Here

The National Park Service is partnering with Le-
on’s Triathlon and Team Rubicon Disaster Response 
to present the inaugural “America’s Race” on Sept. 
11 at West Beach.

The event is part of national recognition amid the 
20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, honoring mili-
tary veterans and First Responders.  

The 5K and 10K championship features obstacles 
representing numerous American confl icts. Race 
participants will fi ght their way through the for-
ests of the Revolutionary and Civil wars, or crawl 
through the trenches of World War I. Other chal-
lenges include: negotiating the obstacles at Nor-
mandy Beach; patrolling Vietnam; and running up 
sand dunes in the Middle East. 

Military veterans and First Responders have 
the fi rst chance to sign up. Registration then opens 
to the general public and is capped at 250 contes-
tants. The race will have staggered start times so 
the course will never get too crowded. Participants 
should be prepared to low crawl, bear crawl, carry 
sandbags, drag dummies and negotiate numerous 
obstacles spread throughout the course. A water 
point will be stationed at about the halfway point, 
and snacks and refreshments will be provided close 
to the fi nish line. Opportunities for spectators will 
be shared later when the information is available. 

The race is part of the Indiana Dunes Outdoor 
Adventure Festival that includes more than 70 
events in one weekend. It also showcases the re-
gion’s outdoor activities, such as hiking, paddling, 
biking, geo-caching, photography, birding and yoga.  

Visit https://leonstriathlon.com, call (219) 395-
1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for more details.  

❑

The National Park Service has implemented a 
mask requirement for employees, visitors, partners 

Indiana Dunes National Park
and contractors.

The move supports President Biden’s Executive 
Order on Protecting the Federal Workforce and Re-
quiring Mask-Wearing, aiming to protect those who 
live, work and visit national parks. 

At Indiana Dunes National Park, face masks are 
required in all park buildings and facilities, includ-
ing the Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center, 
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Educa-
tion and Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk pavilion. 
Masks also are required on NPS-managed lands 
when physical distancing cannot be maintained, in-
cluding on narrow or busy trails, overlooks and in 
historic homes.  

As conditions are subject to change, visitors 
should check the park’s website and social media 
channels for updates before a visit. Visit tinyurl.
com/2r86ch6e for details. Park rangers are on duty 
to provide information, protect visitors and park re-
sources and uphold the requirement.

❑

The park is offering virtual ranger chats for 
teachers and students through a variety of media. 

The programs can cover a wide range of topics 
and grade levels. IDNP educators can customize 
programs to meet teacher preferences. For example, 
the park can bring Max, the milk snake, into a vir-
tual classroom to teach about animal adaptations. 

No Maple Sugar tours at Chellberg Farm are 
planned, but a virtual presentation about maple 
sugaring, complete with activities and connections 
to the area’s history, is offered.

Visit www.nps.gov/indu or www.facebook.com/
IndianaDunesNPS for a list of programs, then call 
the scheduling offi ce at (219) 395-1885 for details.

❑

Snowshoes are available for free checkout from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily, with at least a 2-inch snow 
base required, at The Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education.

Snowshoe sizes are available for kids and adults. 
They can be used to explore the three-mile-long 
Miller Woods trail system that leads visitors on an 
easy to moderate hike through oak savanna and 
dune habitats. Inside the Douglas Center are exhib-
its, a live animal display and “Nature Backpacks” 
stocked with supplies and nature guides. Wear a 
face covering when inside the center and maintain 
social distancing on the trails. 

❑

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

The Beacher: Your Community Connection!

https://leonstriathlon.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.nps.gov/indu
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HAPPENS 
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Learn more about our 190-acre 

   campus, small class sizes, 

and in-person learning at 

lalumiere.org
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LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

622 Franklin St.622 Franklin St.
Michigan City, INMichigan City, IN

219-743-9595219-743-9595
www.beachbumjewels.comwww.beachbumjewels.com

beach bum jewelsbeach bum jewels
Creating Creating 
Authentic Authentic 

Beach Glass Beach Glass 
Jewelry for Jewelry for 
15 Years15 Years

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • By AppointmentHours: Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • By Appointment

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

CLEAN & SHINE SERVICES
Experience the Difference 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

300 Arthur Street D 
Michigan City, IN 46360

Fully Insured

Cell 574-440-4816

Office 219-809-9359

• Professional 
• Experienced

Weekly - Monthly 
Bi-Weekly - One Time

SERVICES: Carpet & Upholstery
Tile & Grout & VCT • Windows & Gutters
Pressure Washing • Dryer Vent • Wood Floors 
Area Rugs • Mattresses • Boat & RV 
Hard Floors • Carpet Stretching • Janitorial
Home & Building Maintenance

Art Barn School of Art
Valparaiso’s Art Barn School of Art is offering a 

new workshop and Creativity Lab.
The virtual workshop, “Abstracting Nature II: 

Let’s Get Starting Finishing with Pat Dews,” is 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, March 25-27. 

The cost is $250 per person. A followup to a previ-
ous workshop with Dews, students focus on fi nish-
ing paintings and design. In a demonstration, Dews 
will change a painting using acrylic paints, adding 
more inks or watercolors to a start or cropping.

The Creativity Lab with instructor Alice Dickey 
is from 10 a.m. to noon Saturdays, March 6-20. The 
cost is $55 for three weeks or $20 for a drop-in. Chil-
dren ages 5-9 learn basic skills using a variety of 
media. Each class will explore a different theme. 
Session One themes are “Unicorns & Dragons,” 
“Clovers & Charms” and  “Grumpy Cats & Glitter.” 
Techniques include drawing, painting and mixed-
media collage. All supplies are included.

The Art Barn is located at 695 N. County Road 
400 East, Valparaiso. Visit www.artbarnschool.org 
to register or for more information. Call (219) 462-
9009 for additional details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• COVID-19 program safety precautions.
Pre-registration is required for all programs to 

properly meet gathering guidance restrictions. So-
cial distancing must be practiced by staying at least 
6 feet away from others. Masks or other face cover-
ings of the nose and mouth are required.

• Snowshoe Rentals are available at the Na-
ture Center.

Snowshoeing is offered as long as 6 inches of 
snow is on the ground. A driver’s license is needed, 
and the cost is $5 for the day. (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) Call 
the Nature Center to ask about snow conditions.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

http://www.beachbumjewels.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.artbarnschool.org


March 4, 2021 Page 23
THE

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

PNW to Host Basketball Tournament
Purdue University Northwest will host the 2021 

Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
Men’s and Women’s Basketball Tournaments.

The men’s championship will be played at the 
Hammond campus, inside the Fitness & Recreation 
Center, and the women’s championship at the West-
ville campus, at the James B. Dworkin Student Ser-
vices and Activities Complex. Both sites will host 
four quarterfi nal games Thursday, March 4, two 
semifi nal games Friday, March 5, and the fi nals on 
Sunday, March 7.

A new format will allow all 12 GLIAC institutions 
for the Men’s and Women’s Tournament to partici-
pate. The opening round is at campus sites, with the 
advancing teams traveling to PNW for the remain-
der of the tournaments. PNW will lend its staff to 
assist the conference with tournament operations.

With COVID-related safety at the forefront, at-
tendance is limited to essential staff and no fans. 
The tournaments will follow the GLIAC Safety Re-
quirements for Competition, which call for testing 
of student-athletes, masking and sanitization of 
venues before and after competition.

All games can be viewed live on pay-per-view 
streaming, and be available on-demand, through 
PNW’s partnership with JED TV.

Visit www.PNWathletics.com fore details.

Kids Night Out
LaPorte County Family YMCA, 901 Michigan 

Ave., will host a free Kids Night Out — Glow Party 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Saturday, March 6.

The event includes dancing, face paint and crafts. 
Pre-packaged snacks and drinks will be provided. 
Wear tie-dye, white clothes or neon colors.

The cost is $15 for members and $20 for non-
members. Visit tinyurl.com/y8w9jjbx for details.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.PNWathletics.com
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Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Hoosier Star Auditions
LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra will hold 

auditions for the 16th Annual Hoosier Star com-
petition on Saturday and Sunday, March 20-21, at 
Bethany Lutheran Church, 102 G St., LaPorte.

Sponsored by Horizon Bank, NIPSCO, Northwest 
Health and Duneland Media, the competition is 
open to amateur singers — individually or as duets 
— throughout Indiana and Berrien County, Mich.

Times are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 1 to 5 
p.m. Sunday. Contestants are divided into two age 
groups: Youth Division (17 and younger) and Adult 
Division (18 and older at the time of auditions). Ten 
fi nalists — fi ve from each age group — advance to 
the fi nal event for a chance to win monetary prizes 
and the title of “2021 Hoosier Star Winner.” 

The 10 Hoosier Star fi nalists perform with LCSO 
members Saturday, Sept. 11, at LaPorte Civic Au-
ditorium. The audience and a judges panel choose 
each age division’s winners. First- and second-place 
winners receive $1,000 and $500, respectively.

Audition forms are available at https://lcso.net/
events/hoosier-star/. The registration fee is $20 per 
person or per duet and requires separate registra-
tions. Contestants should preregister for a guar-
anteed time slot. Applications must be received by 
March 15 to be eligible and receive a time slot. Walk-
in auditions will be available at the end of each day.

Hoosier Star is open to amateur soloists and du-
ets only. No group performances may enter, and 
both competitors in a duet must be from the same 
age division. For auditions, applicants may provide 
their own accompanist, use a CD with no lead vo-
cals, supply a digital MP3-capable device or sing a 
capella. Email hoosierstar2018@gmail.com or call 
(219) 362-9020 for more details. Applicants will be 
notifi ed of their assigned audition date and time 
within a week prior to auditions.

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

Meg Rodgers began playing the harp at 14 af-
ter taking several years of piano and fl ute les-
sons, studying all three in college.

She has been an LCSO member since 2000, 
and serves as a musician liaison to the LCSO 
board. She is a graduate of DePauw University 
with a bachelor’s degree in harp performance, 
and a Master of Music Performance from North-
western University. 

In addition to LCSO, she is the principal harp 
for the South Shore Orchestra and assistant 
principal with the Rockford (Ill.) Orchestra. She 
also has performed with the Northwest Indi-
ana, Southwest Michigan and South Bend or-
chestras, as well as the Holland and Kalamazoo 
(Mich.) orchestras.

She is active as a freelance harpist, play-
ing about 50 weddings a year, as well as other 
events. She is the adjunct harp instructor at 
Lake Michigan College and Andrews University, 
and the artist in residence at St. Joseph Public 
Schools in Michigan.

https://lcso.net/
mailto:hoosierstar2018@gmail.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
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500 S. EL PORTAL
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING
CARRYOUT

ALL FIRED UP 
OPENING MARCH 5TH AT 4 PM 

EARLY SPRING HOURS: 
Friday 4-10 p.m. • Saturday 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 

Sunday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza 
prepared and cooked just as it was over 170 years ago 

Our passion is to provide our guests this authentic 

and wine. 

Come and relax,

EARLY SPRING HOURS: 

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

POSHPOSH
Upscale Consignment Boutique Upscale Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

New Buffalo has Awakened! New Buffalo has Awakened!
Restaurants and POSH Restaurants and POSH

are here for YOU! are here for YOU! 

Come See Us!Come See Us!
Premium Consignors Premium Consignors

 
Thank you for Supporting Small BusinessThank you for Supporting Small Business

LCA Art Classes, Summer Camps
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 

has unveiled its spring schedule of art classes and 
youth summer camps.

The session, which includes online and in-person 
classes for all ages, begins Monday, March 22.

“We continue to abide by strict safety measures 
for our returning students as we enter the spring 
months,” LCA Education Director Hannah Ham-

mond-Hagman said in 
a press release. “We 
will continue to limit 
in-person class size 
to allow for social dis-
tancing, and masks 
are required for all stu-
dents, instructors and 
visitors while in the 
building.”

Adult offerings in-
clude in-person in-
struction in “Abstract 
Painting” and “Mixed 
Media Exploration” 
with instructors Jay 

Zerbe and Michelle Wiser. Students will explore 
techniques and skill-building exercises. Young art-
ists can explore online classes, including “The Art 
of Comic Book Storytelling” and “Art Journaling,” 
as well as in-person painting and drawing classes.

Whether online or in person, tuition for youth 
classes includes all materials, and families who reg-
ister for online classes will need to pick up a supply 
kit from LCA prior to the start of the session.

Registration is open for LCA’s Youth Summer 
Camps for children ages 8-13. Themes for in-per-
son camps are “Things that Fly,” “Ocean Deep” and 
“Myths, Tales and Lore.” Beginning mid-July, each 
camp meets from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for fi ve days, with 
youth using all kinds of materials and techniques 
related to each week’s theme. Each week ends with 
a family celebration to showcase the works created.

Scholarships are available for students of all ages 
to attend a class or camp thanks to The Dolly Fund 
and Unity Foundation of LaPorte County. Email 
hhammond@lubeznikcenter.org or call (219) 874-
4900 for more details. Visit www.lubeznickcenter.
org/learning for additional information.

mailto:hhammond@lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.lubeznickcenter
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Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
March 4 — “Intro & First Exercises Drawing 

Class,” 2-4 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library 
Coolspring Branch, 6925 W. County Road 400 
North. Registration: tinyurl.com/jdgpbost

March 6 — Kids Night Out — Glow Party, 6-9 
p.m., LaPorte County Family YMCA, 901 Michigan 
Ave. Cost: $15/members, $20/non-members. Info: 
tinyurl.com/y8w9jjbx

Wednesdays — Virtual Story Time, 10 a.m., 
through Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/

Through March 31 — Dale Cooper installation 
(3-D paper fl owers), The Legacy Center Gallery @ 
Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Bark-
er Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Info: jessicar@
qas.org

Through June 5 — New exhibits, “Lost and 
Looking” & “Pipelines and Borderlines: The Art 
of Survival,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. 
Second St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

In the Region
March 4 — “Meet the Greats: Fernwood Virtual 

Lecture Series,” 7-8 p.m. EDT, through Fernwood 
Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988 
Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Cost $25, $20/
members. Info: www.fernwoodbotanical.org, (269) 
695-6491.

March 5-7 — Jerry Mayer’s “2 Across,” Elkhart 
Civic Theatre @ Bristol (Ind.) Opera House, 210 
E. Vistula St. (Indiana 120). Times (Eastern): 
March 5-6/7:30 p.m., March 7/3 p.m. Tickets: live 
performances — students/$16, adults/$22, seniors 
62+/$20; streaming — $19. Reservations: www.
elkhartcivictheatre.org/tix, (574) 848-4116.

Through March 7 — Exhibits, Elkhart’s Mid-
west Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St. Ex-
hibits: “The Blue Ribbon Collection: The Amish Acres 
Arts & Crafts Festival”; “Adam Grant: A Holocaust 
Remembrance;” “Gabor Peterdi: The Early Works.” 
Info: www.midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-6660.

Through March 12 — Student exhibit, Art Barn 
School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso. Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tue., Thur., 
Fri./10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 462-9009, www.
artbarnschool.org

Through March 28 — New exhibits, KAC Mem-
bers’ Show & local ceramist Jennifer Zona, Krasl Art 
Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Hours: 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. EDT Fri.-Mon. Info: www.krasl.org, 
(269) 983-0271.

Want your event listed in Activities?
The weekly deadline is noon Thursday
(219) 879-0088 • drew@thebeacher.com

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.furniturewerks.com
http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.fernwoodbotanical.org
http://www.elkhartcivictheatre.org/tix
http://www.elkhartcivictheatre.org/tix
http://www.midwestmuseum.us
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.krasl.org
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com


March 4, 2021 Page 27
THE

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

For more than 36 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron. This week,  
we thank Elizabeth Shanahan. 

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

Unity Releases Annual Report
Working with area homeless shelters and kick-

ing off the Vibrant Communities of LaPorte Coun-
ty process are among the accomplishments Unity 
Foundation of LaPorte County listed in its 2019-
2020 Report to the Community.

The full report and Unity’s newsletter are avail-
able by visiting www.ufl c.net.

In 2020, Unity quickly pivoted to remote work-
ing, virtual meetings and offi ce visits because of 
COVID-19. In the process, it:

• Completed the Vibrant 
Communities com-
munity engagement 
process, but COVID 
stalled it when it was 
time to unveil the Ac-
tion Agenda. Still, Uni-
ty began implementing 
the more urgent items, 
such as a virtual tool 
to support entrepre-
neurs: www.NWIBI-
Zhub.com. The foun-
dation worked with its 
partners to take fi rst 

steps toward a countywide housing study and ac-
tion agenda. Further implementation continues 
this year. Visit vibrantLPCounty.com for details.

• Activated the LaPorte County Disaster Relief and 
Recovery Fund, making grants to frontline orga-
nizations as “early” money for food and supplies. 
Non-profi ts received expedited annual fund pay-
ments, and 2019 grant recipients given fl exibility 
to divert unused grant funds to crisis response.

• Weekly convened the county’s three homeless 
shelters and many support organizations work-
ing to prevent the spread of COVID-19 among 
the homeless. Unity also convened local funders 
weekly to avoid duplication and coordinate grant-
making and solutions.

• Convened bi-weekly meetings with key groups to 
try to prevent mass homelessness of people facing 
the “eviction cliff.” A pilot program with township 
trustees is seeing results.

• Granted more than $1.44 million and distributed 
$280,000 in scholarships to benefi t local residents 
and non-profi ts.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.ufl
http://www.NWIBI-Zhub.com
http://www.NWIBI-Zhub.com
http://www.NWIBI-Zhub.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

Long Time LB Family Ready to Start New Stage!
Looking to purchase 3-4 BR, 2+ bath home within walking distance to beach.

If you are thinking of selling, call Nick at (312) 531-0500
PERSONAL SERVICES

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community 

theater and as church worship team keyboardist. 
Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.

BUSINESS SERVICES
CLOROX WIPES, INFRARED THERMOMETERS – FIRME’S

U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light – (219) 874-4003. 
Michigan City store temporarily closed – (219) 874-3455.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

New Special: presidential, political and biographical books, 50% off. Also, 
check our weekly in-store specials.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

Experienced caregiver will do in-home care-giving, full or part time. 
Available weekends. Reasonable rates, with references. 

Call Karen at (219) 874-4891.
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for over 14 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or 
email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Kelly’s Cleaning Services LLC
Rentals • Residential • Commercial • Windows
Call (219) 229-3116 for your free quote today!

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
A-PLUS, INC. 

Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 
We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 

Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 
No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.

Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803
APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321

WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 

anything. No job too big or too small!
KIP HOLLINGSHEAD

Get your winter projects done so you’re ready for summer!
*All your construction needs*

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Contractor in your area.
Call: (219) 210-8499 • Email: kjh.5@sbcglobal.net

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Closed Until March 1.

Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:callpaul4321@gmail.com
mailto:kjh.5@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
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RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, 
weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.

Facebook.com/abeslawncare 
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com  

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small 
tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

RB’s SERVICES
Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (spring/fall cleanup). Lot clearings, 
haul away debris- house/garage, landscaping needs. Handyman work. 

Power washing – houses, drives, etc. In services since 1987.
Roger at (219) 561-4008.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees for re-opening in February, 

as well as seasonal summer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, serv-
ers, buss staff, dishwashers. Will train. Email letter of intent and resume 

to FishcampMC@gmail.com
BAR MANAGER/BARTENDER for Lake Michigan Yacht Club, New Buffalo

SEASONAL PART TIME – Weekend evenings only – April-Oct.
$17/hr + tips. Must have TAM or Alcohol Management Certificate. 

Must be 21+.
If interested, email kristen@harborcovemanagement.com

Fiber Bond: Production Job Openings —1st/2nd shifts. Call for interview 
at (219) 879-4541, Ext 326. Factory experience preferred.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 

lures, reels, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
DARLING MICHIANA SHORES COTTAGE: 2BR/1.5BA, hot tub. $200/

night, Feb.-March, sec. dep., cleaning fee (2-night min.). Permit No. 
2020-02. Email Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com

1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 
in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available Feb.-May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.
COZY COTTAGE FOR RENT IN SHORELAND HILLS
Need a home-office getaway or lake cottage retreat?

2BR, lg living space, prof. decorated. Email jmuldo@yahoo.com

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• American Legion, 107 N. Flynn Road, Westville, 

noon-5 p.m. Friday, March 5.
• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-

Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, March 8.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling 

well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

Museum Focus of Zoom Presentation
An update on New Buffalo Railroad Museum, and 

the kickoff of an oral history program, are on tap for 
the next Friends of New Buffalo Library presenta-
tion at 7 p.m. EDT Tuesday, March 9.

Museum administrator/co-founder Katha Kiss-
man will preview the season opening and its newly 
refurbished C&O caboose. The Zoom link is under 
Activities/Events on either the library’s Facebook 
page or website (www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.
org). Email new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com for details.

mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:FishcampMC@gmail.com
mailto:kristen@harborcovemanagement.com
mailto:Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com
mailto:jmuldo@yahoo.com
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
http://www.newbuffalotownshiplibrary.org
mailto:new.buffalo.FOL@gmail.com
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The Unwilling by John Hart (hardcover, 
$27.99 retail in bookstores and online, also avail-
able as an eBook. 370 pages.)

We’re off to Charlotte, N.C., this week. It’s 1972 
and the Vietnam War has changed the French fam-
ily, and not in a good way. This story is so raw, I 
expected the pages to spit out gravel.

William French is a homicide detective and wife 
Gabrielle a homemaker. They have three sons: 
twins Jason and Robert, and high school senior Gib-
son (Gibby). The twins went to Vietnam — Robert 
came back in a body bag. Jason came back a Marine 
with a dishonorable discharge and…
changed.

PTSD? Or something else? He 
doesn’t talk much when he comes 
back, but his actions speak volumes. 
He refuses to talk about Vietnam, 
starts drinking heavily, gets into 
drugs and ends up spending almost 
three years in Lanesworth Prison. 
He’s out now, but his father has all 
but written him off. His mother, well, 
she refuses to see him and, frankly, is 
suffering from her own form of PTSD. 
She acts as though Jason doesn’t ex-
ist anymore and is overprotective of 
Gibby, driving him into his own shell 
while keeping him from anything that 
might be harmful — like football. Yes, Gabrielle has 
retreated into a place even her husband can’t reach.

Half the story is told in third person, and the oth-
er half in Gibby’s voice:

“I thought how strange it was to be born with two 
brothers, yet be so ignorant of both.” 

OK, so far, this story may sound like a real down-
er, but stick with me here, as family dynamics and 
the underlying love that never goes away, no matter 
what, offer a story with much to consider.

Jason is back in town now, but seeks out Gibby, 
not his parents. Gibby wants badly to learn more 
about this secretive brother. Jason, wanting to re-
connect with his little brother, now 18, who isn’t so 
little any more, takes him for a ride and picks up 
two young women, Tyra and Sara, both in their 20s. 
Gibby is taken with Sara, but can’t offer up more to 
her than a modest kiss. 

Tyra, on the other hand, is bad luck: She can be 
an angel or the devil’s own spawn. Passing a bus 
from the Lanesworth Prison, she fl ashes the men 
inside. Tyra’s antics start a fi ght in the bus; she 
thinks it’s the funniest thing she has ever seen.

Unfortunately, one of the inmates recognizes Ja-
son and reports to prisoner X, short for Axel. He’s a 
super rich man (he killed his family to get control of 

their money) who runs the prison by intimidation 
(he has proven he can get things done outside the 
prison walls). X decides the girl should be punished, 
and by association, Jason…well, it might be inter-
esting to have him back in prison again.

Tyra’s body is found a few days later, horribly tor-
tured before her death. Jason was the last to see 
her when they had a very public break-up fi ght. 
Evidence of her murder — planted, of course — was 
found in his apartment. Looks like he’s on his way 
back to Lanesworth Prison.

Gibby knows his brother is innocent, even though 
his father, as a cop, fi nds it hard to ignore 
the evidence. How to keep his snooping from 
his father may be harder than he thought. 
While his father tries hard to believe Jason 
is innocent, the police take him off the case. 
Now, he must fi nd other means to look into 
his son’s life since leaving prison. “Murder 
cases swept up innocent people all the time. 
He’d seen it before…Suspicion alone could 
tip the world on its side.”

Gibby, however, pulls out all the stops, 
putting himself in harm’s way, not knowing 
about the mysterious X and his hold over 
Jason. Or that he and Sara are on X’s radar, 
about to be captured and held as leverage 
over Jason.

Now, the action picks up, and we see that 
sometimes, events and people just tumble one after 
the other, like an avalanche that can’t be stopped 
until the damage is done.

Ken Burklow, Bill French’s long-standing part-
ner, provides a good look at what real friendship 
entails, and how far that person will go to protect 
and help his friend. No questions asked, Burklow is 
always there for the French family. 

Gabrielle French, however, is a problem. Of all 
the characters, she is never completely fl eshed out. 
Her anguish at losing a son to war and another to 
something more insidious could have been pursued 
more than it was. Had she become an alcoholic, or 
perhaps slightly insane? We all have our breaking 
points. Having said that, it could be argued Gibby is 
the most important person in this story. His strug-
gle between being a good son and wanting to pursue 
a relationship with a brother he never really knew 
comes across loud and clear. 

To tell more of the story would be taking away 
your option of reading one of the most emotionally 
charged stories of the year. This story is raw and 
cuts to the bone, compelling you to keep reading — 
there must be a way for this to end happily-ever-
after…but that would be a fairy tale, wouldn’t it?

Till next time, happy reading!
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Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

FOMO on your
Real Estate Values?

Don’t leave it to chance!

MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers .................219.728.7295

Katie Boscaccy ............219.929.8875

Judi Donaldson ...........219.879.1411

Jamie Follmer ..............219.851.2164

Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951

Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659

Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis...219.805.6754

Kaileyne Krask .............219.851.7290

Karrie McCorkel ..........219.898.1009

Daiva Mockaitis ...........219.670.0982

Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902

Karen Pavy ....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks .....................574.876.5967

Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920

Pat Tym ..........................219.210.0324

Jack Zahrndt ................219.873.4377

If you are wondering if this is the right time to make a move and capitalize on your 

investments, our team of local experts in the area are here to help. We have an 

extensive list of eager buyers in all price points ready to make the move. 
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