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Rescue, Rehab, Release
by Linda Weigel

“An understanding of the natural world and what’s in it is a source of not only a 
great curiosity but great fulfi lment.” Sir David Attenborough

Sited 
along the 
gulf side of Mara-
thon Island in the Florida 
Keys is a nonprofi t organization 
whose motto, “Rescue, Rehab, Release,” is 
the mantra by which its dedicated staff rescues and 
rehabilitates the many sea turtles delivered to its doors.

In addition, The Turtle Hospital provides an excellent educational 
program highlighting species of turtles and environmental dangers that threaten 
their very existence. 

Richie Moretti founded the facility in 1986 at the site of the former Hidden Harbor Motel. It is the only 
state-certifi ed veterinary hospital of its kind, one that includes state-of-the-art rehabilitation for injured 
turtles. Many of these sea turtles will be released back to the ocean. Others become permanent residents 
due to severe injuries requiring a lifelong commitment of care and feeding.  

A sea turtle in one of the pools 
surfaces to greet a visitor.

Continued on Page 2
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residents when their injuries are too severe. Madea, 
for example, is a non-releasable loggerhead, adult 
female weighing about 200 pounds. She suffered 
a boat strike that damaged her spine, making her 
unable to dive on her own. Fitted with weights to 
assist her in diving, they are not permanent as the 
scales (scutes) on her back will grow and eventually 
shed off, taking anything attached as well.

❑

“The sea, once it cast its spell, holds one in its net 
of wonder forever.” Jacques Yves Cousteau

There are seven species of turtles worldwide, 
fi ve of which live in waters off the coast of Flori-
da: Green, Kemp’s Ridley, Loggerhead, Leather-
back and Hawksbill. All sea turtles are classifi ed 
as reptiles, are cold-blooded, breathe air, lay eggs 
and have been around in one form or another for 
more than 150 million years. They have survived 
the extinction of the dinosaurs and been abundant 
until the past several decades due to human inter-
ruptions and interactions having decreased their 
populations.

Greens
The majority of the pa-

tient population at The 
Turtle Hospital consists 
of green sea turtles. It 
takes a single green two 
to four decades to ma-
ture to a full grown adult, 
eventually weighing as 
much as 500 pounds.

Interestingly, although 
brown on the outside, 
they are green on the in-
side due to their vegetar-
ian diet of seagrasses and 
algae, and it’s that green 
diet that turns their fat 
a vibrant green. In the 
wild, they eat sea grasses, 
algae and some sea food. 
At the hospital, they en-

joy green peppers, cucumbers and romaine lettuce.
Now, unfortunately, they are an endangered spe-

cies in the Florida Keys. Previously, they had been 
hunted for food and were considered delicious (turtle 
soup) with the many established canning factories, 
helping to decrease the population. Luckily, that is 

Once you exit the building, 
you make your way to the Gulf 
side (back) of the property. 
There, recovering turtles and 
permanent residents are kept 
in small- to medium-sized holding tanks or pools, 
where they can be fed and carefully monitored until 
strong enough and healthy enough for release.  The 
large 100,000-gallon saltwater pool provides space 
for easy swimming and gaining additional strength. 
Sadly, some of the patients do become permanent 

The Turtle Hospital and Sea Turtle Center 
in the Florida Keys

For someone who as a youngster stood on the 
shores of Lake Michigan dreaming about oceans 
and the creatures that inhabit it, this wonderful fa-
cility represents the culmination of that curiosity. 
After registering online to visit The Turtle Hospital, 
you arrive at the main entrance to check in, fi ll out 
a form and await to tour the facility with a seasoned 
guide. The excitement builds with the fi ne educa-
tional presentation, including information about 
the species of turtles found in Florida waters, their 
food, habits and environmental challenges. 

Next, you pass by the operating theater and X-ray 
facility where patients suffering from disease, boat 
or fi shing-line injuries or ingested trash or plastics 
will be served. The most common surgery is the re-
moval of Fibropapilloma tumors, which affect more 
than half the green sea turtles in the Florida Keys.

Rescue, Rehab, Release Continued from Page 1

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/


March 11, 2021 Page 3
THE

no longer the case as the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973 prevented the taking of sea turtles from the 
wild for commercial purposes.

Loggerhead
Loggerhead turtles have large heads about twice 

the size and twice the width of a green sea turtle’s 
head.

During the course of the educational presenta-
tion, our volunteer, Tammy, told the amusing story 
of how they got their name. Years ago when popping 
up alongside sailing ships, the sailors would ask, “Is 
that a log ahead? Loggerhead! That’s how the turtle 
got its name, a true story!” Toward the middle of 
the turtle’s head is a small area (about the size of a 
grape) — the location of its brain. In the back of the 
skull is a larger area composed of muscle mass that 
helps provide powerful jaw muscles and a bite force 
of more than 900 pounds per square inch (equiva-
lent to an adult male tiger and almost as high as 
a great white shark). That powerful bite allows 
them to eat their favorite hard-shelled foods such 
as crabs, lobsters and the Florida conch.

The Turtle Hospital’s operating theater.

Hawksbill  
Hawksbill turtles have a sharp, pointy beak 

that enables it to tear apart soft coral sponges to 
reach the tasty little bits inside. They have beauti-
ful shells and are the only species of sea turtles to 
have overlapping scutes. Scutes are the individual 
scales on the shell, and as the turtle grows, they 
fl ake away and molt off. Unfortunately, it is their 
beautiful shells that have put this species on the en-
dangered list. Jewelry, combs and other items have 
been made from their shells, and it is now illegal to 
own such items. They can no longer be imported to 
the U.S.

Kemp’s Ridley
The Kemp’s Ridley turtle is the smallest of the 

Continued on Page 4
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species, the most critically endangered and the rar-
est to be found in the wild. It spends most of its 
adult life at the bottom of the Gulf Stream and on 
average can weigh up to 100 pounds. Their lifespan 
can reach up to 30, possibly 50 years.

Rescue, Rehab, Release Continued from Page 3

Two young Kemp’s Ridley turtles on their way for intubation.

A major factor in their endangerment is their 
nesting behavior. All species of sea turtles return 
to their native beaches to lay their eggs, returning 
only to the beach they were hatched on and that 
beach only. Interestingly, unlike other sea turtles 
that come ashore to nest one at a time, and general-
ly under darkness, Kemp’s Ridley turtles come out 
of the water at the same time in the middle of the 
day, in one big group, and place their nests together.  
For a long time, there was only one beach where 
these turtles would nest along the gulf shores near 
Rancho Nuevo, Mexico. However, once the nesting 
female population drastically dwindled, researchers 
intervened and removed turtle eggs, taking them to 
Padre Island National Seashore, Texas, a protected 
area, to establish a second native beach. Now, de-
cades later, Kemp’s Ridley turtles are returning to 
the Texas beach they recognize as their hatching 
site.   

Leatherback 
Leatherback sea turtles are the largest of the spe-

cies and, in fact, one of the biggest reptiles on the 
planet. They can grow as large as 8 feet in length 
and weigh up to 2,000 pounds. Additionally, this 
species is the oldest of all current sea turtles.

Unlike other turtle species, they don’t have a 
carapace (shell) with hard scales (scutes). Instead, 
they have a smooth leathery skin covering a fl exible 
bone structure, enabling them to dive deep to ocean 
depths up to about 4,000 feet without being crushed 

Victor, a juvenile leatherback.

by the pressure.  A harder shell would crack with 
the weight of all that water. 

Pictured here is Victor, a juvenile leatherback sea 
turtle brought to Turtle Hospital on Dec. 5, the fi rst 
of its kind admitted there for care. You might note 
his attachment to a special swivel tether meant to 
help prevent him from hitting the sides or bottom 
of the tank, as leatherback skin is highly sensitive.  
Here also, you see general manager Bette Zirkel-
bach attempting to feed him. Victor may eventu-
ally grow as large as 2,000 pounds, living his life 
somewhere deep mid-ocean. Leatherbacks have a 
specialized diet, and they enjoy jellyfi sh.

Happily, Victor was released into the ocean Jan. 
21 with the help of Capt. Jack Carlson, who located 
a spot in the Gulf Stream with plenty of jellyfi sh.

❑

The facility’s special tanks for recovering sea turtles.
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“Only we humans make 
waste that nature can’t di-
gest.” Charles Moore, Marine 
Researcher

The human impact on sea 
turtles is signifi cant, espe-
cially concerning human lit-
ter and garbage fl oating in 
ocean waters.

Sea turtles like to eat jel-
lyfi sh. However, they cannot 
discern plastic grocery bags 
or a released balloon from 
their prized favorite food, 
which leads to an impaction 
inside the patient’s stomach 
or intestines, thus making 
the turtle unable to pass the 
trash through its system.  

Entanglements also are 
dangerous for sea turtles, 
as they need to breathe air 
to survive. If caught up in a 
crab-trap rope, buoy line or any other kind of ob-
struction, they can become trapped underwater, 
unable to breathe and drown. Additionally, mono-
fi lament fi shing line can do severe damage by wrap-
ping around its fl ippers, throat or neck, tightening 
until it cuts into its skin. If not removed in time, the 

result might require amputa-
tion of a fl ipper.  

To help turtles with impac-
tions (intestinal blockages), 
the staff uses a special oil 
similar to vegetable oil, mak-
ing things a bit slippery. Next, 
the turtle receives a little fi ber 
assistance: Metamucil, which 
encourages the turtle to poop 
and release the impaction. 
Gas also can present a prob-
lem. Too much gas is alarming 
because it causes the turtle to 
fl oat, which is dangerous in 
the wild. Turtles must be able 
to dive to reach the seagrass 
bed to eat and rest, and where 
they can remain for several 
hours without coming up for 
air. If fl oating and unable 
to dive, a sea turtle may be-
come susceptible to predators, 

boats and boat strikes. A good gas relief medicine 
works wonders.

Water pollution has had a hand in the increased 
number of sea turtles suffering from the Fibropap-
illoma virus. If you ask where this virus is most 

Continued on Page 6



March 11, 2021Page 6
THE

WE CLEAN EVERYTHING!

219-608-3145
We Take Over From There!

Air Duct 
Cleaning 

Carpet 
Cleaning 

Upholstery 
Cleaning

prominent, the answer is in and around developed 
islands – wherever there is human habitation with 
disturbance of the natural ecosystem. With no cure 
as of yet, these viral, often severe tumors can cover 
extensive portions of the animal’s body, hindering 
their ability to function successfully out in the wild 
and severely compromising their immune system. 

Foxy Charley suffered from Fibropapilloma and 
arrived at The Turtle Hospital with tumors on her 
rear fl ipper and small tumors everywhere else. Af-
ter a number of successful surgeries, she was safely 
released back into the ocean Feb. 7 and fi tted with 
a satellite tag.  

Rescue, Rehab, Release Continued from Page 5
est of all the sea turtles, and such weather changes 
can be life-threatening.  

Kemp’s turtles like to follow the warm Gulf cur-
rents north towards New England in the summer 
for feeding. However, when cold water moves in too 
quickly, their instinct directs them to seek shallow-
er water. The area of Cape Cod that hooks is where 
they headed. However, the turtles got trapped by 
the shape of the land and wound up cold-stunned, 
a condition similar to hyperthermia in humans. 
The turtles arrived at Turtle Hospital requiring 
treatment for fungal pneumonia. They also need-
ed wound care because, while stunned, they were 
blown around onto rocky beaches resulting in ex-
ternal wounds. The Turtle Hospital received these 

endangered patients through teams of 
volunteer pilots that fl ew them direct-
ly to Marathon Island.

Likewise, sudden weather changes 
such as the massive January winter 
storm to hit Texas and Louisiana can 
endanger the lives of these animals.  
You may have recently read about doz-
ens of volunteers rescuing thousands 
of sea turtles along the Texas coast-
line, providing a temporary haven un-
til they could be safely returned to the 
Gulf. In fact, this recent cold-stunning 
event was the largest ever for that 
state.

❑

These animals have been around for 
millions of years, surviving innumer-
able cataclysmic events.  You have to 
ask yourself, if they are endangered 

now, how does that inform us as humans about the 
safety of our water, about our very survival. 

My visit to The Turtle Hospital brought me in 
contact with one of the most magnifi cent of ocean 
creatures, the sea turtle, fostering an even great-
er respect for the dedicated/passionate/committed 
staff there. I’d like to especially thank Zirkelbach 
for her assistance and Tammy for a wonderful edu-
cational presentation.  

The Turtle Hospital can be visited online at www.
turtlehospital.org and on Facebook, where you can 
view many of their fi ne videos, including those fea-
turing turtle releases and fun information about in-
dividual turtles.

Chomper, who has a tumor.

Pictured here is Chomper before surgery to re-
move her Fibropapilloma tumors. Sadly, she did not 
survive her infections because her immune system 
was just not strong enough. Not all sea turtles, de-
spite the heroic efforts of rehabilitation staff, sur-
vive, which is diffi cult for everyone.

The incredibly dedicated staff at The Turtle Hos-
pital is on call 24/7, with some living on site, thus 
enabling them to attend to turtle patients overnight. 
All the wound care, medications, physical therapy, 
fl uids and time spent keeping the tanks and sys-
tems clean requires a deep commitment. The hospi-
tal also has its own ambulance ready at a moment’s 
notice to assist in transportation.

❑

At the end of November 2020, The Turtle Hospi-
tal received 40 critically endangered Kemp’s Ridley 
sea turtles. Since then, several have been released a 
few at a time. In fact, 15 were released back into the 
ocean near St. Augustine, Fla., on Feb. 13. These 
turtles had been cold-stunned off the eastern coast 
and received a broad spectrum of antibiotics, wound 
care, vitamins and special breathing therapy. 
Kemp’s are the most critically endangered and rar-

http://www.turtlehospital.org
http://www.turtlehospital.org
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33883322 HHIIAAWWAATTHHAA DDRRIIVVEE •• MMIICCHHIIAANNAA SSHHOORREESS,, IINN
AMAZING home located in the heart of Michiana Shores, and just a short walk to the wonderful beaches. This home is a true gem
with a large screened in porch with a fireplace, 3 bedrooms plus a loft, and 2 bathrooms. A large addition was done 15 years ago, 
designed to architecturally match the log cabin style of the original part of the home. The addition included a wonderful large main 
bedroom that looks out to the lush gardens, with a walk-in closet and a wonderful spa-like bathroom. This is a truly stunning and 
impeccably kept home with nothing but the best chosen for finishes and decor. The gardens are magnificent and provide tranquility, 
privacy, and plenty of room to put in a POOL and new Wi-Fi controlled irrigation in place. Fall in love with the family room that has 
raised ceilings, a stone fireplace and hard wood floors; all recently updated. Upstairs, there's a great loft with plenty of room to sleep 
and have fun. This home was just painted outside in 2020 and a new shower was just put in place in the guest bathroom. 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

©2021 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty.

33 BBeeddrroooommss // 22 BBaatthhrroooommss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$771199,,000000 

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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Coolspring Elementary – (219) 873-2073
Edgewood Elementary – (219) 873-2079
Joy Elementary – (219) 873-2090
Knapp Elementary – (219) 873-2096
Lake Hills Elementary – (219) 873-2105
Marsh Elementary – (219) 873-2102
Pine Elementary – (219) 873-2114

If your child will be 5 by October 1, it’s time to enroll!
Kindergarten Round Up!

To enroll, you’ll need PDFs or JPGs of: 

Parent/guardian’s driver’s license or state photo ID

Enroll Online March 22-26, 2021
at http://educateMC.net

“Kinder Q&A”

Tuesday, March 23

4:00 p.m.

http://educateMC.net/YouTube

Tips on enrollment & helping your

NEED HELP? by appointment 

Not sure which school serves your neighborhood?
Call (219) 873-2127

Interested in a K-6 Magnet School?
Info and applications online now for Lake Hills (STEM) and 

Pine (Visual & Performing Arts) at http://educateMC.net/magnets

Visit our website 
for info on Pre-K 
programs based 
at Knapp, Pine, 

LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra will bring its 
“Brave, Maestro!” series to a close with fi nal music di-
rector candidate Wilbur Lin at 3 p.m. Sunday, March 
14, at LaPorte Civic 
Auditorium, 1001 
Ridge St.

Part of the sym-
phony’s 48th season, 
the concert marks 
a celebration of 
Beethoven’s belated 
250th birthday and 
features the compos-
er’s “Symphony No. 
7,” as well as Gersh-
win’s “Rhapsody in 
Blue.” A limited num-
ber of tickets will be 
sold to the public. 
Masks are required.

Since 2019, Lin has served as assistant conduc-
tor for the Cincinnati Symphony, and is a graduate 
of Riccardo Muti’s Italian Opera Academy. He is a 
Doctor of Music graduate from Indiana University’s 
Jacobs School of Music and a two-time recipient of 
the Mortimer Furber Prize for Conducting at the 
Royal Northern College of Music. He is the founder 

LCSO to Close Conductor Search With Beethoven Celebration
of the Chamber Philharmonic Taipei, which began 
as a student orchestra and is now a professional 
chamber orchestra. 

Lin studied un-
der Muti and other 
well-known conduc-
tors and directors. 
He has conducted 
orchestras such as 
the MAV Symphony 
in Budapest, the Tai-
wan Symphony, the 
Orquestra de Cada-
qués in Spain and the 
Missouri Symphony. 

LaPorte resident 
Carey Scheck is 
the piano soloist on 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” 
She is a graduate of 

Valparaiso University and Western Illinois Uni-
versity with degrees in piano performance, and is a 
music teacher in LaPorte Community School Corp.

Tickets, which are $20 for adults and $18 for se-
niors, are available at www.lcso.net, Roxy Music, 
1012 Lincolnway, and the Civic. Tickets also may 
be purchased at the door. Doors open at 2 p.m.

Lin Scheck

http://educateMC.net
http://educateMC.net/YouTube
http://educateMC.net/YouTube
http://educateMC.net/YouTube
http://educateMC.net/YouTube
http://educateMC.net/magnets
http://www.lcso.net
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Interested in advertising in the Dining Guide?

Call us today at 
(219) 879-0088
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77.99$$DDIINNEE IINN oorr CCAARRRRYYOOUUTT

www.FiddleheadMC.com

DINE IN or CARRYOUT

422 Franklin St, Michigan City, IN | 219.210-3253

7.99$UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP! • NON-SMOKING ENVIRONMENT
NOW SERVING LIQUOR & CRAFT COCKTAILS

124 W. 4th St. • (219) 879-9956 • www.ritzklub.com 

SAME TRADITIONAL 
BURGERS & REUBENS

NEW MODERN PUB FARE ITEMS
NOW FAMILY FRIENDLY UNTIL 

8:30PM 

SIXTEEN DRAFT BEERS
EXTENSIVE CRAFT, 
GERMAN IMPORT & 

DOMESTIC BEER SELECTION
DRAFT, BOTTLES & CANS  

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718

LENT 
SPECIALS

WEDNESDAY — 
PERCH

CLOSED SUNDAYS

 Wed.-Thurs. open 4pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am.  Follow us on Facebook for specials & live music events.

WATCHWATCH
forfor

WINTER SPECIALSWINTER SPECIALS

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

http://www.FiddleheadMC.com
http://www.ritzklub.com
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Hello Spring!
NEW ARRIVALS EVERY DAY

501 W. Kieffer Road, Michigan City, IN 46360
8-5:30 p.m. Mon-Thu • 8 a.m.-Noon Fri 

(219) 879-2177
www.hickschiropracticcenter.com

“With a Youthful Spirit,” an afternoon of chamber 
music presented by The School of American Music, 
is at 3 p.m. EDT Sunday, March 14, at Converge 
Community Church, 601 W. Buffalo St., New Buf-
falo, Mich. 

COVID-19 protocols will be observed. Those who 
cannot attend can watch the concert live as a SAM 
Facebook Live stream.

Philip Bauman, SAM programming chair and 
concert organizer, has dedicated the day to young 
fi rst-chair musicians in the Northwest Indiana 
Symphony Youth Orchestra, where he has served 
as conductor for 19 years. A special performance by 
the symphony’s woodwind quintet is planned, fea-
turing selections for string quartet, fl ute, harp and 
woodwind quintet.

Selections include:
• Music by Handel from the “Water Music,” Mo-

zart and Smetana, presented by the Prima String 
Quartet, featuring Tiffany Chou and Adam Gar-
rido on violins, Libby Gibson on viola and Claire 
Gould on cello.

• “Entr’acte” by Jacques Ibert, “Sicilienne Opus 
78” by Gabriel Fauré and “Sonatine No. 2” by F.J. 
Nadermann presented by La Belle Voca, featur-
ing Yara Hijaz on fl ute and Grace Wells on harp.

• “Joplin Rags” (“The Entertainer,” “Cascades or 

“With a Youthful Spirit” Next School of American Music Family Concert

Pictured are members of the Prima String Quartet from the Northwest 
Indiana Symphony Youth Orchestra. The back row is Tiffany Chou (left) 

and Adam Garrido. The front row is Claire Gould (left) and Libby Gibson.

Maple Leaf”), Denis Agay’s “5 Easy Dances” and 
maybe some Gershwin presented by the wood-
wind quintet featuring Dan D’Andrea on bas-
soon, Jennet Ingle on oboe, Cindy Fudala on fl ute, 
Trevor O’Rardin on clarinet and John Schrecken-
gost on French horn.
The concert series is supported by a grant from 

the Pokagon Fund, donations to SAM and Converge 
Church and its tech team. Tickets are free, but 
space is limited. Donations are welcome.

Reserve seats at www.schoolofamericanmusic.
com. 

http://www.hickschiropracticcenter.com
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic
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Hello! My name is Kelly Ryan Gausselin and I am so excited to be working with   

@properties and Micky Gallas Group in Long Beach, Indiana. My goal is to help you 

find your dream home and to ultimately have you “love where you live!” Whether you 

are searching for the perfect summer getaway, new home or investment property, I am 

committed to advocate for you by offering the highest standards of professional service 

in the industry, which you expect and deserve.

With 20+ years of sales experience and account management, my expertise in customer 

service, negotiations and communications will put you at ease when making one of the 

most important decisions of your life. Integrity and trustworthiness is paramount to me, 

and I am driven by the genuine desire to share Indiana’s best kept secrets, and be a part 

of the growth of our great communities!

Northwest Indiana has always held a special place in my heart as I have been a part of the 

Long Beach community since 1983. I live here full time with my husband and 5 children 

and we “love where we live!” My knowledge of the area and surrounding communities 

is personal. I am a great resource now, and in the future, for all you need to know about 

schools, restaurants, the arts, handymen and current community happenings. It would be 

a privilege to work with you and I welcome any inquiries, connections or referrals!

Kelly Ryan Gausselin
kellygausselin@atproperties.com 

708.243.0952

Micky Gallas Group is proud to introduce
Kelly Ryan Gausselin as the newest member

to our growing team.

Welcome to the @properties family, Kelly!

Bring this ad into Blind Pig located at 3103 E US-12 on March 17th from 
6-8pm & enjoy a green beer on me to connect! SLÁINTE!

mailto:kellygausselin@atproperties.com
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Andra Day is fl at-out sensational in “The United 
States Vs. Billie Holiday,” the singer’s fi rst major 
fi lm role, no less. Like Angela Bassett as Tina Turn-
er in “What’s Love Got to Do With It?,” we feel like 
we’ve met the real thing, not a carefully crafted im-
personation.

A shame, then, the movie isn’t as fearless or fo-
cused. Based on Johann Hari’s Chasing the Scream: 
The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs, di-
rector Lee Daniels (“Precious,” “The Butler”) aims 
to reconcile Holiday’s true story over the glossier, 
Hollywood take of Diana Ross’ “Lady Sings the 
Blues” (1972). And it does, but it’s also terribly unfo-
cused. Rambling and jumbled, when it should have 
knocked us off our feet. What recommends it is Day, 
who just won a Golden Globe for the performance.

What the movie, now streaming on Hulu, reveals 
is how the U.S. government, in racializing the war 
on drugs in the 1940s, targeted Holiday because of 
her heroin use. It was just a smokescreen, though. 
With the Civil Rights movement heating up, the 
intention was to get Holiday to stop performing 
“Strange Fruit,” which protested the lynching of 
blacks. The song was viewed as a potential catalyst 
for Civil Rights protests.

The government’s tactics, in essence, were the 
earliest examples of poisonous cancel culture. And 
when we meet Holiday in the fi lm, it is clear she un-
derstands the impact “Strange Fruit” has, and why 
she hesitates, despite public demand, to perform it. 
And when a husband and wife arrive backstage af-

ter a performance, hoping to meet her, we see how 
entirely Day has transformed herself. You sense 
greatness. A talent aware of her talent, always in 
motion, existing almost on another plane entirely, 
but grounded just enough to accept a gesture of 
praise from fans.

Daniels, as director, asks a lot of Day. Not just 
that she recreate the jazz great’s raspy, smoky vo-
cals, but that she channel a considerable amount 
of bravery. The movie does not shy away from Holi-
day’s heroin use, and we frequently see Holiday in 
various stages of undress, in some cases fully nude. 
The actress, however, is ferocious, never showing 
any hesitation. As Holiday, she is unstoppable.

The fi lm’s fi rst hour introduces Garrett Hedlund 
as Harry Anslinger, who led the U.S. Treasury De-
partment’s Federal Bureau of Narcotics, and the ex-
ceptional Trevante Rhodes (“Moonlight,” “Bird Box”) 
as Jimmy Fletcher, the black FBI agent assigned to 
track Holiday. Also highlighted is her longstanding 
dalliance with actress Tallulah Bankhead (Natasha 
Lyonne).

Scene after scene, Daniels reveals the FBI tighten-
ing its grip, attending performances to prevent her 
from slipping into “Strange Fruit.” All, of course, lead-

Stick With Unfocused “Billie Holiday” for Andra Day’s Performance
by Andrew Tallackson

Andra Day stars as the titular jazz great in “The United States vs. Billie Holiday,” now streaming on Hulu.

★ ★ ★
“The United States vs. Billie Holiday”

Running time: 131 minutes. Hulu. Rated R for nudity, 

sexual content, language throughout and some violence.
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ing up to the singer’s imprisonment for heroin use.
Up until this point, “The United States Vs. Bil-

lie Holiday” is like watching hard-hitting journal-
ism. Then, it loses its focus. Tries to cover too much 
territory. By trumping the conventional take of 
“Lady Sings the Blues,” it embraces those very cli-
chés, over and over again, during the second act. 
It dwells endlessly on her drug use, her embattled 
relationships with men. Yes, this territory needed 
to be covered, but more economically, with a hand-
ful of scenes that succinctly make their point. By 
stretching the running time to 2 hours 11 minutes, 
the main thrust of the fi lm gets lost. Maybe editor 
Jay Rabinowitz should have scaled the movie back 
by about 20 minutes. Trim the fat, so to speak, so 
the meat of the story doesn’t get lost.

Daniels also makes a few stylistic choices that 
do not work. Like shifting from color to black and 
white, as if that will add authenticity to the im-
ages. Most disappointing is how he stages “Strange 
Fruit” in its entirety. I would have liked to see a rec-
reation of her fi rst public performance of it. How the 
crowd reacted. Connected to its powerful message. 
Instead, Daniels fi lms it as a fantasy sequence in 
which she sings it in an empty music hall. Is he try-
ing to suggest the only way Holiday could perform 
it untethered is this way? Or for the viewer to focus 
solely on the words alone? Day sings the hell out of 
the song, but again, I’m not sure how Daniels fi lms 
it was the most effective way to go.

I’m giving the “The United States vs. Billie Holi-
day” a mild recommendation. It deserves to be seen 
for Day alone, even if the movie, itself, lets her down.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

The fi lm shows Holiday (Andra Day) being 
arrested for heroin use at the height of her career.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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In many ways, “The Mauritanian” is a routine, 
TVish legal thriller where opposing forces descend 
on an impossible case. In fact, substitute Matthew 
McConaughey for Jodie Foster and Samuel L. Jack-
son for Tahar Rahim...and you have a solid, if square 
John Grisham timekiller.

Consider, though, that the fi lm explores the pe-
riod right after 9/11, specifi cally American desire for 
swift retribution, and we have a more complicated 
tale. Its argument? That after the Twin Towers fell, 
the U.S. government cared only that it identifi ed 
suspects who “looked the part,” affording Ameri-
cans the instant closure they desired. Layer into 
the fold moving performances, including Foster in 
a surprise Golden Globe win for Best Supporting 
Actress, and you have powerhouse entertainment.

Directed by Kevin Macdonald (“The Last King of 
Scotland,” “State of Play”), the movie is based on 
the 2015 memoir Guantánamo Diary by Moham-
edou Ould Salahi and is available through View on 
Demand. Salahi was a Mauritanian detained on 
no charges for 14 years — from 2002 to 2016 — at 
Guantánamo Bay’s detention camp, accused of hav-
ing assembled key players in the attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001.

Salahi (Rahim) is assigned a defense attorney, 
Nancy Hollander (Foster), and her associate Teri 
Duncan (Shailene Woodley), and it’s their job to 
piece through all the legal roadblocks, particularly 
mountains of paperwork, all of it redacted. 

Hollander may be a real person, but she is intro-
duced as a fl imsy cliché: the legal ace savvy enough 
to know when a case is a lost cause, but roped in by 

her boss to take it regardless. Will this case melt 
her cynical heart? Are there stars in the sky?

The military prosecutor is Lt. Col. Stuart Couch, 
who lost a good friend in one of the planes that 
crashed into the Twin Towers. He’s played by Bene-
dict Cumberbatch in a performance that takes some 
getting used to. This is not the “Sherlock” star’s fi rst 
American accent. He’s mastered them quite well, 
thank you, in everything from “Doctor Strange” to 
“Osage, August County.” But here, he sounds like 
Deputy Dawg, so there is an initial disconnect. To 
his credit, he settles nicely into the role, underplay-
ing it, but with conviction. And thankfully, Couch 
is smart enough to realize he may not have a case.

Rahim is a revelation. A French actor of Algerian 
descent, Salahi is a blazing example of unblemished 
faith. Rahim treats him as morally ambiguous at 
the start. We can’t fi gure Salahi out. He has a smirk 
on his face, like he’s in on a joke no one gets. But as 
the fi lm carefully delves into Salahi’s experiences 
in the detention camp, we understand him. Specifi -
cally, the horrifi c torture. As an actor, Rahim may 
be a prime example of suffering for your art. What 
Salahi experiences is beyond belief, yet these prac-
tices to extract information, as we now know, were 
commonplace.

Seeing Foster (“The Silence of the Lambs”) back in 

Little by Little, “The Mauritanian” Grows in Power
by Andrew Tallackson

Defense attorney Nancy Hollander (Jodie Foster) meets with her client, Mohamedou Ould Salahi (Tahar Rahim), 
at the Guantánamo Bay detention camp in “The Mauritanian.”

★ ★ ★
“The Mauritanian”

Running time: 129 minutes. View on Demand.

Rated R violence, including a sexual assault, and language

1/2
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power mode, we realize how much we’ve missed her. 
The actress knows how to convey strength by exud-
ing it. It seeps out of her pores. Foster knows how 
to drive the emotion of a scene without exploiting  
it. Is it worthy of an Oscar, now that she’s secured a 
Golden Globe for the performance? I’m on the fence. 
For my money, Olivia Colman’s heartbreaking work 
in “The Father” was among the year’s best. Having 
said that, Foster provides one of the fi lm’s most af-
fecting moments: a quiet exchange of understand-
ing and grace as she arrives in Salahi’s cell, not 
because she has new information, but because she 
doesn’t want him to be alone.

Soon after that scene is Salahi’s fi nal testimony, 
delivered from Guantanamo Bay by satellite up-
link. It may be the most humbling moment of “The 
Mauritanian”: a speech that could have been just 
that, a speech, but through Rahim is a heartbreak-
ing plea for tolerance, acceptance and, most impor-
tantly, forgiveness.

I was not familiar with Salahi’s story. I am grate-
ful to “The Mauritanian” for telling it, and telling it 
well. Exceptionally so.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Benedict Cumberbatch stars as Lt. Col. Stuart Couch.

http://www.facebook.com/WIMSRADIO
mailto:gdobie38@yahoo.com
mailto:kristen@harborcovemanagement.com
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by Andrew Tallackson

The fi rst time Billie Eilish’s “Bad Boy” played on 
my car stereo, I was hooked...but cautiously so. You 
couldn’t get that pulsating club groove out of your 
head, but could the girl actually sing? Or, was this 
a case of someone overproducing the vocals to cover 
up for a smidgen of talent?

“Billie Eilish: The World’s a Little Blurry,” a new 
documentary on Apple TV+, not only proved me 
wrong, but made me a fan. Admiring what she and 
her brother, Finneas, have achieved. And, willing to 
cut her some slack. Her music may reach millions, 
but at the end of the day, she’s still a girl, a typically 
angsty one, wishing the boy she likes would call her 
back.

Directed by R.J. Cutler — the guy behind compel-
ling documentaries like “The War Room” and “The 
September Issue” — the fi lm begins with the suc-
cess of Eilish’s 2015 single “Ocean Eyes,” then as 
she begins touring and working on her 2019 debut 
studio album, “When We All Fall Asleep, Where Do 
We Go?” Much of it includes home footage shot by 
her mother, Maggie, a former actress who home-
schooled her two children.

What we admire fi rst and foremost about the 
young performer is her extraordinary relationship 
with Finneas, her brother and biggest fan. How 
rare is it to see siblings depicted on fi lm who are 
not plagued by jealousy, or constantly at each oth-
er’s throats. He is her biggest fan: instrumental in 
carving out her career, and thrilled by every inch 
of success that comes her way. Willing to step back 
from the limelight so the adoration heads her way, 
not his. Creatively, the two are in complete sync. 
They get each other, feed off each other’s creative 
juices. There is a seamless fl ow to how their music 
emerges, and we get a lot of that in the fi lm: scenes 
that delve into the early origins of a song, and how 
it emerges as what we hear on the radio. We come 
away from “The World’s a Little Blurry” admiring 
Finneas for his intuitive producing skills as equally 
as Billie’s uncanny ability to get her vision across to 
her fans.

And by seeing how those fans react at concerts, 
many of them girls reduced to tears, there is some-
thing to be said about a young female performer 
whose words resonate among those her own age, 
that help place their lives into a context that makes 
sense of it all. You can dismiss Eilish’s music as 
angst-driven drivel, but to these girls, they’re clear-
ly affected by it.

The movie does delve into the personal side of Eil-
ish’s meteoric success, with many moments devoted 
to life at home, with her family. Probably the most 
telling moment is the one in which her mother ex-

presses concern that some of the new music is not 
accessible enough to a larger audience. In other 
words, too dark for the mainstream. The conver-
sation starts between Maggie and Finneas, with 
Billie arriving midway through, concerned they’re 
talking about her. And when Maggie reiterates her 
concerns, Billie replies that she can’t write about 
“happy” things if she never feels happy.

Cutler, strangely enough, misses an opportunity 
here, specifi cally to have Eilish open up more about 
herself. The movie hints at battles with depression, 
and in several scenes, we see her amid panic at-
tacks and major tics caused by Tourette syndrome. 
But for the most part, her life appears a charmed 
one, with loving parents and a supportive brother. 
Is the depression beyond her control, or something 
else? For a movie that prides itself on transparen-
cy, having Eilish open up about her struggles could 
have put a face for countless others on the struggles 
with depression.

Then again, the point of “The World’s a Little 
Blurry” may be that music is her salvation: the only 
true form of expressing herself. That the answers 
can be found in her songs, as so many performers 
have done before her.

And as we watch her, constantly checking her 
phone for texts or calls from a boy she likes, almost 
always disappointed, we are reminded, again, that 
for the old soul buried within her, she is a child, 
with all the quirks and fl aws that come with it, try-
ing to discover her place in the world.

And for that, we walk away from “The World’s 
a Little Blurry” enlightened, a little in awe of how 
Billie, and her brother, beat the odds to earn their 
rightful place in the recording industry.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Not a Billie Eilish Fan? Her New Apple+ Documentary Could Change That

Billie Eilish granted full access to fi lmmakers in “The World’s a Little Blurry,” now on Apple TV+. Below, she’s pictured with her brother, Finneas, at the Grammys.

★ ★ ★
“Billie Eilish: The World’s 

a Little Blurry”
Running time: 140 minutes. Apple TV+. Rated R 

for language throughout and brief nude sketches 
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Kate Winslet is a source of contention in my 
house.

I’m a fan. The way she disappears into a charac-
ter, dialing down her natural beauty. How she mas-
ters a new accent to fl awless effect.

My wife is less analytic, stating simply, “I’m tired 
of seeing her boobs in every movie.”

Yes, the “Titanic” star’s comfort level with on-
screen nudity suggests a near supernatural ease 
with which she sheds clothes for a role. “Ammonite,” 
her latest, is no exception, a third act sex scene giv-
ing late-night Cinemax a run for its money.

My issue with the fi lm — what-if speculation 
about British paleontologist Mary Anning (Winslet) 
and future British geologist Charlotte Murchison 
(Saoirse Ronan) — is how muted and dreary it is. 
The drab tone may be designed to mimic the empti-
ness at the core of these two women, but as a movie, 
it’s awfully slow going.

Available through View on Demand, the story 
never indicates when exactly it unfolds, but we sus-
pect it is later in life for Mary, which likely places 
it in the late 1830s-1840s, and along the shores of 
Dorset County in Southwest England. Her renown 
as a fossil collector, with works in British museums, 
is long gone. Now, she treads through a lonesome 
existence: Biding her time in near silence, working 
in the gift shop run by her mother (Gemma Jones) 
and combing the beaches for interesting fi nds.

Unexpectedly, geologist Roderick Murchison 
(James McArdle) arrives with his forlorn wife, 
Charlotte. He is enamoured by Mary’s acclaimed 
reputation, wishing to spend a day with her. Char-

lotte, in turn, mourns the couple’s inability to have 
children, suffering what doctors describe as “melan-
choly.” When Roderick takes off for his latest explo-
ration, he leaves an ailing Charlotte in Mary’s care.

The early passages of “Ammonite” contain next to 
no dialogue, with director Francis Lee instead choos-
ing to visually emphasize Mary’s hollow existence. 
The approach works...at fi rst. The lulling sounds of 
waves crashing along the shoreline, gulls wailing 
their sad songs. The effect is gorgeous. And there is 
Winslet, as Mary, utterly absorbed by disappearing 
into this woman. Her hair graying, unkempt. Her 
knuckles cracked and raw from combing the ocean’s 
deposits along the shore.

A little of that, however, goes a long way, to where 
the pace is downright sleepy. And random. A scene 
where Mary hikes her dress and urinates at the 
beach — in real time, for the entire duration of the 
beach pee — belabors the point that she is a slave to 
her work. And with Charlotte seated at the beach, 
staring off into the horizon, “Ammonite” is one notch 
away from existing as a cinematic sleep-aid.

Then, Charlotte comes out of her funk...and the 
movie fl ickers to life. Ronan (“Brooklyn,” 2019’s 
wonderful “Little Women” update) is one of today’s 
more exciting actresses. When a character of hers 
is happy, you can feel it. A zest for life, and that’s 

Wonderful
Actresses Can’t 
Save Dreary 
“Ammonite”
by Andrew Tallackson

Kate Winslet (left) and 
Saoirse Ronan star 
in “Ammonite,” now 
available on VOD

★ ★
“Ammonite”

Running time: 120 minutes. View on Demand. Rated R for

graphic sexuality, some graphic nudity and brief language.

1/2
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what we get here. Ronan brings Charlotte alive. 
Her smile. Her burst of energy. Her admiration for 
Mary’s contributions to the male-dominated arena 
of archeology. 

And by consuming scenes with star power, Ronan 
lures the best out of Winslet, who brings Mary from 
her protective shell with the subtlest of gestures. A 
smile. Arms wide open for an embrace. The spark 
between these two is real. Palpable. Especially for a 
period when a woman’s place was by her husband’s 
side. Then, the closing scenes emerge, and “Ammo-
nite” slips back into the tonal funk that defi ned it 
at the start, the fi nal shot intentionally ambiguous.

In doing a little research after seeing the fi lm, its 
historical accuracy apparently is subject to debate. 
Two of Mary’s surviving relatives are at confl ict as 
to whether or not she was a lesbian.

Ultimately, though, that is not the issue. The 
problem is that Lee, as the writer and director, has 
no urgency in telling his story. Basically, he gave us 
two intriguing women in a movie that can’t make us 
care about them.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

The fi rst half of “Ammonite” is so sleepy, 
it threatens to lose all grip on its viewers.

http://www.michianamechanical.com
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LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provided by 
Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra ex-
ecutive director, highlights its talented musicians.

Jeff Oeseburg, who joined the LCSO in 2016,  
began playing cello in the fi fth grade through the 
Jenison, Mich., public schools string program. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree in music from 
Western Michigan University in 1997.

Today, he is a social worker at Lakeland Hos-
pital-St. Joseph, Mich. His interests include 
hiking, camping, baking, working on cars and 
watching YouTube video journalists. He is mar-
ried to LCSO violinist Beth Oeseburg, and is the 
father of Brad Oeseburg, the LCSO student ap-
prentice in the cello section.

Jeff and Beth Oeseburg.

Leeds Project Heart
Leeds Public House, 401 Franklin St., through 

Leeds Project Heart, will donate half the proceeds 
from its March cocktail special to Lubeznik 
Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Visit www.
leedspublichouse.com for more details.

Reverse St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
A safe, Reverse St. Patrick’s Day Parade for Kids 

is from 1 to 2:15 p.m. Saturday, March 13, at Fed-
der’s Alley in Washington Park.

The parade is a drive-through event where all 
participants stay in their vehicles. Cars enter Fed-
der’s Alley from Washington Park on the west side 
and travel slowly through the parade on Clover Leaf 
Lane. Event highlights include:
• Candy for each child from Capt. Ed’s Furniture 

Showroom.
• “Shamrock Stops” to collect items. 
• Animals from Washington Park Zoo.
• Bagpipes and kid friendly characters.
• The Salvation Army food collection.

Parade participants include: LaPorte County 
EMS, Guardian Riders, Williams Groups, Michi-
ana Clowns, Michigan City Fire Department, Little 
Caesar’s Pizza, Costume World, Michigan City Area 
Schools and Michigan City Soul Steppers

Free tickets are required and available at the 
YMCA Elston Branch, Meijer and Al’s on South 
Franklin Street and Karwick Road. If the Franklin 
Street bridge is under construction, entrance to Wash-
ington Park will be redirected. The parade planning 
committee includes the City of Michigan City, Capt. 
Ed’s Furniture Showroom, Michigan City Chamber of 
Commerce and Visit Michigan City LaPorte.

Rebecca Dewey Chapter
• The Junior Membership offers $500 Helen Pouch 

classroom grants for any teacher with a commit-
ted classroom project. The submission deadline is 
April 12.  

• The Daughters of the American Revolution Good 
Citizen Essay scholarship reception honoring 
2020-2021 winners is March 21. The chapter also 
will recognize its 2020 Community Service, His-
toric Preservation and Outstanding Women in 
History winners.

• The “That’s My Pan!” fundraiser is under way. 
Funds to benefi t chapter activities involve vet-
eran’s and service men and women, community 
classrooms and student essay contests. Visit 
www.thatsmypan.biz/rebeccadeweychptr to place 
an order.
Contact rebecca.deweyto@gmail.com or (269) 635-

7601 for information.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.thatsmypan.biz/rebeccadeweychptr
mailto:rebecca.deweyto@gmail.com
http://www.leedspublichouse.com
http://www.leedspublichouse.com
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St. Patrick’s Day 5K Color Run
The fi rst St. Patrick’s Day 5K Color Run, pre-

sented by Notre Dame Catholic School, is Saturday, 
March 20, at the school, 1000 Moore Road.

The start time for Elite runners is 7:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by family, stroller and a separate Kids Dash. 
Start times may vary based on COVID guidelines 
and the number of registered runners.

The cost is $30 for adults (21 and older) and in-
cludes a $5 drink ticket at the end of the race. The 
$15 cost for students (ages 5-20) includes fruit and a 
drink at the end of the race (a parent must be pres-
ent). Children 5 and younger are free.

Registration, which is open through March 19, is 
available at tinyurl.com/vx93cwum. No on-site reg-
istration is planned. When registering, those who 
use the code FAMILY15 receive $15 off $90 in rela-
tion to the registration fee.

T&H Timing will professionally time the event.  
Masks must be worn before and after the race. All 
recommended social distancing measures will be 
practiced.

Post-race entertainment includes Mayer School 
of Irish Dance, bagpipes, live Irish music, corned 
beef, beer, hard seltzer, Gatorade and water.

Spring Garden Virtual Event
The LaPorte County Master Gardeners will host 

a two-part virtual event Saturday, March 20.
The fi rst session, Beth Botts and “The Edible 

Garden, Month by Month,” is from 10 to 11 a.m. 
From seed shopping to harvest, the focus is ways 
to keep a vegetable, herb and fruit garden on track 
throughout the season.

The second session, Steve Sass and Amanda 
Smith and “Spring Woodland Wildfl owers in the 
Lower Lake Michigan Region,” is from 1 to 2 p.m. 
The emphasis is history, folklore and physiology.

Register at www.lpmastergardener.com, after 
which an email with a link to the event will be sent.

Adopting “Papi”
The Michigan City Lions 

Club has adopted a “leader dog 
in training” by making a dona-
tion toward his training.

The dog, a Labrador retriev-
er, is named Papi. The leader-
dog program began in April 
1939 in Rochester Hills, Mich. 
Lions Club International con-
tinues to support it. 

Contact Club President 
Irene Rosevear at (219) 878-
5678 for more information on supporting Papi and 
other leader dogs in training.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
http://www.lpmastergardener.com
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Let Us Turn Your Dream
Kitchen into Reality!

The Kitchen & Bath Specialists
Providing Quality Craftsmanship for Over 30 Years.

Serving Michiana Communities. Free Estimates.

SchanderRemodeling.com Call 219-561-1188

LaPorte County Parks Awards

The LaPorte County Parks staff, park board and 
foundation announced their annual community 
awards March 2 at Red Mill County Park.

The 2020 Organization of the Year goes to Family 
Express for its continued support of 
programs and events, “quick to lend 
a hand when we reach out to them,” 
according to a press release.  

The 2020 Outstanding Park Ser-
vice Award goes to Park Superinten-
dent Jeremy Sobecki for his leader-
ship and dedication.

“Jeremy’s calm approach to situa-
tions and issues allows for the best 
solutions. It is evident in everyday 
interactions that he treats employ-
ees, volunteers and the public with 
fairness and kindness,” according to 
a press release. 

The 2020 Volunteer of the Year 
award goes to Josh Alexander of 
Custom Earthworks LLC. During 
the past several years, he has used 
his equipment and time to improve 
aesthetic appeal and wildlife habitat 
on the new 20 acres at Luhr County 

Park. He has helped remove brush, invasive plants 
and woody species, making way for prairie plant-
ings and even helping with followup habitat work 
years after the initial work.

Representatives from Family Express, which was named 
2020 Organization of the Year.

Sobecki

Alexander

The Beacher
Your Community Connection
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

New Owners • Same Great Pizza!

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

28 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

10-Digit Dialing Starts in April
All telephone users in the 219 and 574 area codes 

are encouraged to start using 10-digit dialing in-
stead of seven digit to make local phone calls.

NITCO customers can start using 10-digit dial-
ing immediately; all other carriers will be ready in 
April. The full transition is mandatory by Oct. 24.

The Federal Communications Commission is re-
quiring the change to accommodate the national 
“988” National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, which 
will be fully applied by July 16, 2022.

Residential and business customers in the 219 
and 574 area codes should be aware that:
• Your telephone number/area code will not change.
• In these area codes, you will need to dial the area 

code and telephone number (a total of 10 digits).
• All long-distance calls will still require dialing 1 

+ the area code + the telephone number (a total of 
11 digits).
Ten-digit dialing will not change the price of a lo-

cal call, coverage area or other rates and services. 
You can still dial three digits to reach 911 (emer-
gency services), 211 (social services), 411 (directory 
assistance), 711 (telecommunications relay service) 
or 811 (call to request utility locate before a dig).

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Reptile Rendezvous from 2 to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, March 13. 

Stop by the Nature Center for an informal view of 
reptiles and amphibians.

• COVID-19 program safety precautions.
Pre-registration is required for all programs to 

properly meet gathering guidance restrictions. So-
cial distancing must be practiced by staying at least 
6 feet away from others. Masks or other face cover-
ings of the nose and mouth are required.

• Snowshoe Rentals are available at the Na-
ture Center.

Snowshoeing is offered as long as 6 inches of 
snow is on the ground. A driver’s license is needed, 
and the cost is $5 for the day. (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) Call 
the Nature Center to ask about snow conditions.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
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Opening April 15: 2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans
The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 

will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Trinity Lutheran Church, 907 Michigan Ave., La-

Porte, noon-6 p.m. Thursday, March 11.
• Northwest Health LaPorte, 1007 W. Lincolnway, 

9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, March 12.
• St. John Kanty, 7012 N. County Road 600 East, 

Rolling Prairie, 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, March 16.
Donors must be in good general health and feeling 

well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh 
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

Chesterton Art Center

Steve Bensing’s “Spring Overcomes Winter.”

The Duneland Photography Club will present 
the exhibit “Seasons Change and So Did I” through 
March at Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St.

The works refl ect the beauty of winter, spring, 
summer and fall. The theme is taken from the song 
“No Time” by The Guess Who. In light of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, that theme can refl ect the opti-
mism of moving on from diffi cult times.

The show features around 90 pieces from roughly 
30 of the club’s emerging and established members. 
It is free and open to the public. Masks must be 
worn and social distancing practiced. 

The April meeting, led by Ron Seman, focuses 
on the history of the Indiana Dunes through pho-
tos. Visit www.facebook.com/dunelandphotoclub for 
more details.

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Visit www.chestertonart.com or call (219) 926-
4711 for more information.

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
http://www.facebook.com/dunelandphotoclub
http://www.chestertonart.com
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

the Beacher Business Printers

911 Franklin Street
Michigan City, IN

(219) 879-0088
FAX (219) 879-8070

Curtis 

Flooring

(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl 
& Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

Bridgman Public Library
Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library will host a Zoom 

book presentation by Erin Bartels 
at 6 p.m. EST Tuesday, March 16.

An award-winning author, Bar-
tels will describe her inspirations, 
and speak about her books We Hope 
for Better Things (a 2020 Michigan 
Notable Book) and All That We Car-
ried.

The Zoom link is available 
on the library website at www.
bridgmanlibrary.com. Call (269) 

465-3663 for more information.
The library is located at 4460 Lake St.

Bartels

Shroud of Turin Replica
A Shroud of Turin replica and exhibit is on display 

through mid-March at Queen of All Saints’ Legacy 
Center, 1719 E. Barker Ave.

The Shroud of Turin is believed by many to be 
the burial cloth of Jesus of Nazareth. It is one of 
the most scientifi cally studied religious icons in his-
tory. As science has progressed, so has speculation 
on how the image of the crucifi ed man of the Shroud 
was made.

After decades of research, the Center for the Study 
of the Passion of the Christ and the Holy Shroud has 
developed a mobile exhibit on the Shroud of Turin. 
The centerpiece is a full-length photographic image 
of the Shroud made by Eastman Kodak Co. In ad-
dition, the exhibit contains a large crucifi ed corpus 
showing the wounds of Christ corresponding to the 
passion narrative in the Gospel accounts and the 
wounds shown on the Shroud. The exhibit contains 
more than 60 panels detailing the history and sci-
ence of the Shroud.

The exhibit is free and can be viewed from 6 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. daily. Visitors should park in the back of 
the building and enter off Esther Street. Visit www.
qas.org for more details.

Evan Long, an A.K. Smith Career Center Automotive Technology stu-
dent, has received third place and a $1,000 scholarship from the UTI 

Roger Penske Scholarship Test. A Michigan City High School senior, he 
competed against hundreds of students in the Midwest during the virtual 
event. He has earned more than $5,800 in scholarships through similar 

competitions. He plans to attend the Universal Technical Institute’s Illinois 
campus for the Automotive and Diesel Technology program. He is an in-
tern at Valvoline and works part time at J&S Automotive in Michigan City.

Student Receives Automotive Award

mailto:mark@markcuri.com
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.qas.org
http://www.qas.org
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

WOOD CHIPSALES

Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
March 13 — Reptile Rendezvous, 2-3 p.m., In-

diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

March 14 — LaPorte County Symphony Orches-
tra, fi nal “Brave, Maestro!” concert, 3 p.m., LaPorte 
Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. Limited tickets 
available. Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors. Available @ 
www.lcso.net, Roxy Music, 1012 Lincolnway, Civic, 
@ door @ 2 p.m.

March 14 — School of American Music program, 
“With a Youthful Spirit,” 3 p.m. EDT, Converge 
Community Church, 601 W. Buffalo St., New Buf-
falo, Mich. Free, donations welcome. Reservations:  
www.schoolofamericanmusic.com. 

Wednesdays — Virtual Story Time, 10 a.m., 
through Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/

Through Mid-March — A Shroud of Turin repli-
ca & exhibit, 6 a.m.-8 p.m. daily, Queen of All Saints’ 
Legacy Center, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Info: www.qas.
org.

Through March 31 — Dale Cooper installation 
(3-D paper fl owers), The Legacy Center Gallery @ 
Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Bark-
er Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Info: jessicar@
qas.org

Through March 31 — Duneland Photography 
Club exhibit, “Seasons Change and So Did I,” Ches-
terton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Masks, social 
distancing practiced. Info: www.chestertonart.com, 
(219) 926-4711.

Through June 5 — New exhibits, “Lost and 
Looking” & “Pipelines and Borderlines: The Art of 
Survival,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

In the Region
Through March 12 — Student exhibit, Art Barn 

School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso. Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tue., Thur., 
Fri./10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 462-9009, www.
artbarnschool.org

March 13 — Virtual concert, “We Banjo 3: Live 
from Ireland!,” 5 p.m. EDT, through The Acorn, 107 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25. 
Reservations: www.acornlive.org

March 16 — Zoom book presentation, Erin Bar-
tels, 6 p.m. EDT, through Bridgman (Mich.) Public 
Library. Zoom link @ www.bridgmanlibrary.com. 
Info: (269) 465-3663.

Through March 28 — New exhibits, KAC Mem-
bers’ Show & local ceramist Jennifer Zona, Krasl Art 
Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Hours: 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. EDT Fri.-Mon. Info: www.krasl.org, 
(269) 983-0271.

Classifi ed ads work! Call (219) 879-0088

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.lcso.net
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
http://www.qas
http://www.chestertonart.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
http://www.krasl.org
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com
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On March 11, 1888, an estimated 400 people died 
as one of the worst blizzards in the nation’s history 
struck the northeastern United States.

On March 11, 1959, in New York, “A Raisin in the 
Sun” starring Sidney Poitier and Ruby Dee opened 
on Broadway.

On March 11, 1988, Gary Hart, for the second 
time, withdrew as a candidate for the Democratic 
presidential nomination.

On March 11, 1993, the Senate unanimously con-
fi rmed Janet Reno to be attorney general.

On March 11, 1997, rock star Paul McCartney was 
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II.

On March 12, 1849, an ice fl ood in the Chicago 
River ripped ships from their docks and pushed 
them (along with huge blocks of ice) down stream. 
The gigantic mass swept the bridges on Madison, 
Randolph and Wells before it.

On March 12, 1912, Juliette Gordon Low, of Sa-
vannah, Ga., founded the fi rst Girl Scout troop in 
the United States.

On March 12, 1912, Army Capt. Albert Berry made 
the fi rst parachute jump from an airplane.

On March 12, 1925, the fi rst transatlantic radio 
broadcast took place.

On March 12, 1951, “Dennis the Menace,” created 
by cartoonist Hank Ketcham, made its syndicated 
debut in 16 newspapers.

On March 12, 1987, “Les Miserables” opened on 
Broadway.

On March 13, 1639, Harvard University was 
named in honor of clergyman John Harvard.

On March 13, 1781, English astronomer Sir Wil-
liam Herschel discovered the planet Uranus.

On March 13, 1868, the Senate began impeach-
ment proceedings against President Andrew John-
son, charging him with “high crimes and misde-
meanors.” He was acquitted by one vote.

On March 13, 1884, the Chicago Live Stock Ex-
change received its charter.

On March 13, 1947, Lerner and Loewe’s “Briga-
doon” debuted on Broadway.

On March 14, 1743, America’s fi rst town meeting 
was held in Boston’s Faneuil Hall.

On March 14, 1794, Eli Whitney was granted a 
patent for the cotton gin, which would revolutionize 
the cotton textile industry throughout the world.

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
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Kevin Murphy Products

For more than 36 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron. This week,  
we thank Mary Lockyer and 
Grace Millman. 

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

On March 14, 1923, President Warren Harding be-
came the fi rst chief executive to fi le an income tax 
report.

On March 14, 1943, Aaron Copland’s “Fanfare for 
the Common Man” premiered in New York.

On March 14, 1945, the American fl ag was raised 
on the Pacifi c island of Iwo Jima in World War II.

On March 14, 1967, the body of President John F. 
Kennedy was moved from a temporary grave to a per-
manent memorial in Arlington National Cemetery.

On March 15, 44 B.C., Julius Caesar, Roman gen-
eral, statesman and one of the great men of history, 
was assassinated by a group of Roman aristocrats, 
led by Marcus Junius Brutus, and Gaius Cassius.

On March 15, 1892, New York became the fi rst 
state to authorize the use of voting machines.

On March 15, 1913, President Woodrow Wilson 
held the fi rst open presidential news conference.

On March 15, 1937, the world’s fi rst blood bank, 
under the direction of Chicago’s Dr. Bernard Fan-
tus, was established in Cook County Hospital.

On March 15, 1945, “Going My Way,” won the 
Academy Award for best picture of 1944, and its 
star, Bing Crosby, was named best actor.

On March 16, 1792, Sweden’s King Gustav III was 
shot and killed during a masquerade party. The as-
sassination inspired the Giuseppe Verdi opera “The 
Masked Ball.”

On March 16, 1802, the United States Military 
Academy was founded at West Point, N.Y.

On March 16, 1850, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s fa-
mous novel, The Scarlet Letter, was published in 
New York City.

On March 16, 1926, Robert Goddard launched the 
world’s fi rst liquid-fueled rocket.

On March 16, 1942, Gen. Douglas MacArthur ar-
rived in Australia to assume the title of “Supreme 
Commander of Allied Forces in the Southwest Pacifi c.”

On March 17, 461, St. Patrick, patron saint of Ire-
land, died in the town of Saul. Legend says he drove 
all of the snakes and venomous creatures from Ire-
land by beating on a drum. He did it so well that, 
even to this day, we are told death occurs instantly 
to any such creature which dares touch Irish soil.

On March 17, 1843, St. Patrick’s Day was celebrat-
ed in Chicago for the fi rst time.

On March 17, 1902, American golfer Robert Tyre 
“Bobby” Jones, the only person to win the U.S. Open, 
British Open, U.S. Amateur and British Amateur 
tournaments in one year, was born in Atlanta.

On March 17, 1910, the Camp Fire Girls organiza-
tion was formed. It was formally presented to the 
public on this day two years later.

On March 17, 1969, Golda Meir took offi ce as Is-
raeli prime minister.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

Long Time LB Family Ready to Start New Stage!
Looking to purchase 3-4 BR, 2+ bath home within walking distance to beach.

If you are thinking of selling, call Nick at (312) 531-0500
PERSONAL SERVICES

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community 

theater and as church worship team keyboardist. 
Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.

BUSINESS SERVICES
ART SUPPLY GIFT SETS FOR BUDDING ARTISTS – FIRME’S

U.S. 12/Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light - (219) 874-4003 
The Michigan City location is closed.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

New Special: presidential, political and biographical books, 50% off. Also, 
check our weekly in-store specials.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
Experienced caregiver will do in-home care-giving, full or part time. 

Available weekends. Reasonable rates, with references. 
Call Karen at (219) 874-4891.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 14 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Kelly’s Cleaning Services LLC
Rentals • Residential • Commercial • Windows
Call (219) 229-3116 for your free quote today!

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
A-PLUS, INC. 

Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 
We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 

Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 
No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.

Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803
LLOYD’S – DUNES SERVICES

Roofing • Painting • Tree Removal • Stump/brush removal
Gutter guards-cleaning • Power washing • Raking • All home repairs

Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.
Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321
WASHERS • REFRIGERATORS • OVENS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I’m referred” after repair. $20 off.

Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. Call 

(574) 855-0666.
 B&B Handyman Services 

Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 
Fully Licensed and Bonded 

Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 
anything. No job too big or too small!

KIP HOLLINGSHEAD
Get your winter projects done so you’re ready for summer!

*All your construction needs*
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Contractor in your area.
Call: (219) 210-8499 • Email: kjh.5@sbcglobal.net

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Closed Until March 1.

Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:callpaul4321@gmail.com
mailto:kjh.5@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
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HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, 
weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. 

Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small 
tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

RB’s SERVICES
Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (spring/fall cleanup). Lot clearings, 
haul away debris- house/garage, landscaping needs. Handyman work. 

Power washing – houses, drives, etc. In services since 1987. 
Roger at (219) 561-4008.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees for re-opening in February, 

as well as seasonal summer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, serv-
ers, buss staff, dishwashers. Will train. Email letter of intent and resume 

to FishcampMC@gmail.com
Fiber Bond: Production Job Openings —1st/2nd shifts. Call for interview 

at (219) 879-4541, Ext 326. Factory experience preferred.
Westchester Public Library: clerk, 20 hrs/wk. 

www.wpl.lib.in.us Apply at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 
lures, reels, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

HOME WATCH
HOME WATCH SERVICES: Home Watch of Southwest Michigan pro-

vides periodic house checks to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while 
you’re away. INSURED, ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit 

and free quote, contact us today!
  info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • mihomewatch.com 

Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
DARLING MICHIANA SHORES COTTAGE: 2BR/1.5BA, hot tub. $200/

night, Feb.-March, sec. dep., cleaning fee (2-night min.). Permit No. 
2020-02. Email Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com  

1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 
in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available Feb.-May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
FOR SALE OR LEASE IN NEW BUFFALO, MICH.

1BR condo, all appliances. Pool. Water, sewer, trash included. 
Immediate possession. Walk to the beach. Very good condition. 

$1,000 deposit. $1,000 month, 1-year lease. Call (219) 262-4693
Greenwood Cemetery plots for sale. Northwest corner, Section C, 

block 15, plots 1-6. Upon entrance to cemetery, turn left at circle, first left, 
plots are in the section on the right. $1,500 per plot. 

If interested, call (708) 269-9717.

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher will continue the  
following office hours for now

Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thank you for your patience 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

Fernwood Botanical Garden
• “Meet the Greats: Fernwood Virtual Lec-

ture Series” from 2 to 3 p.m. EDT Saturday, 
March 20.

Andrea Wulf will discuss “The Invention of Na-
ture: Alexander von Humboldt’s 
New World.” Writings by the scien-
tist and explorer (1769–1859) in-
spired naturalists and poets such 
as Darwin and Goethe, as well as 
politicians like Jefferson and Boli-
var. He described Earth as a living 
organism humankind could eas-
ily destroy, and predicted harmful, 
human-induced climate change in 
1800.

Wulf is an award–winning au-
thor of fi ve books, including The Founding Garden-
ers and The Invention of Nature, both of which ap-
peared on The New York Times Bestseller List. The 
Invention of Nature won more than a dozen inter-
national awards and has been published in 26 lan-
guages. 

The cost is $40, or $32 for members.
❑

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve 
is located at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

Wulf

mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:FishcampMC@gmail.com
http://www.wpl.lib.in.us
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
mailto:Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
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The Power Couple by Alex Berenson (hard-
cover, $28 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook. 419 pages.) 

Despite the title, this story begins with the kid-
napping of a 19-year-old woman named Kira Un-
sworth. Her kidnapping is the nucleus of the story; 
her parents, Brian and Rebecca, swirl around her in 
the fog that is their relationship. Just keep in mind 
— there are two sides to every story…

Kira’s parents have been married for 20 years. 
They decide to take Kira and her 
17-year-old brother, Tony, to Europe 
for a family vacation.

In Paris, Kira and Tony break off 
one night to see the clubs. In one, 
they meet Jacques. He and Kira 
make eye contact. Soon, he is charm-
ing Kira, and she sends her brother 
outside so she and Jacques can get 
acquainted.

“He told her he was twenty-six, 
studying for a PhD in economics.”

He wants to meet up the next day, 
but Kira tells him the family is off to 
Barcelona in the morning. No prob-
lem, Jacques will meet her there. 
Of course, Kira says nothing to her 
parents about him. She knows her 
mother would not approve. Typical.

The next night, Kira ditches Tony 
and meets Jacques alone…well, not 
quite. He brings along a girl he says is his sister. 
What could be safer, right? Wrong. A hit of some 
drug, a stumbling walk out the back door to a wait-
ing windowless van and, later, Kira wakes up in a 
locked room, alone.

Finally at 2 a.m., there’s no Kira, and the parents 
get worried. Tony then tells them about Jacques. 
The police are reluctant to call her a missing person 
yet — after all, how many other girls have spent 
the night with a boyfriend, then showed up the next 
day? Rebecca knows her daughter better than that 
— she would never stay away that long, especial-
ly in a foreign country, even though everyone says 
Barcelona is the “safest city in Europe.” 

So now, there is the obvious question: why Kira? 
What’s the endgame with these people? Ransom, re-
venge, political reasons — the list of possibilities is 
long. Maybe Brian and Rebecca should take a close 
look at their lives…maybe the answer lies there…

The abduction now takes a back seat as the story 
morphs into a “how we met and got this far” scenar-
io between Brian and Rebecca. Time to pick apart 
the two sides of a story that will set the stage for the 
twists and turns that follow.

It was love at fi rst sight for Brian and Rebecca, or 

so they thought, but maybe it was just lust at fi rst 
sight. Whatever reason, they marry. Rebecca gets a 
law degree and works until she has Kira and Tony. 
Then, she tells Brian she wants to join the FBI. OK 
with him, he will become the househusband. 

A stunning takedown of a criminal in Alabama 
moves Rebecca up the FBI ladder, fi nally landing in 
Washington, D.C., where she is assigned to Russian 
counterespionage. She’s making the money, but the 
expenses keep mounting up. Brian is feeling rest-

less and wants a career of his own. 
How long will it be before it starts 

to eat at him that Rebecca makes 
the money, has the health insurance. 
Sure, he loves his children beyond 
belief, but his inadequacies as a man 
nag at him. He should be a contribu-
tor to the family coffers, and frank-
ly, his ego needs building up, even 
though Rebecca has never conscious-
ly tried to downplay his job of child 
care. Maybe she just can’t see what 
being housebound all those years has 
done to his psyche.

Brian’s expertise is computers, 
and with Rebecca’s help, he lands a 
job working for the National Security 
Agency. But is it enough? Brian has 
been feeling inadequate for years, 
and now even his job had to come 
from his wife. The chasm between 

the two widens, but they are too civilized to con-
front what is really going on.

In between the couple’s story, Kira has no clue 
where she is or why she’s there. Does it have some-
thing to do with her mother because she works for 
the FBI? Or dad’s job with the NSA? Both carry in-
formation many countries would pay big money to 
know. Whatever the reason, she’s sure no one will 
fi nd her, so it’s all up to her. She listens through the 
door, meets Jacque’s partner, Rodrigo, and starts 
working on a plan…Kira will not become the help-
less maiden in distress!

Meanwhile, the Unsworths have persuaded the 
police that Kira is missing when camera footage 
from a club shows her with a man and woman, and 
a nosy neighbor from the building next door, says 
she saw these people forcing Kira into a white cargo 
van. Finally, the search begins in earnest.

About 2/3 through the story — bam! — there’s a 
revelation of epic proportions that changes every-
thing. Something a family will probably not survive. 

Secrets, secrets, secrets…they can tear a family 
apart. No more explanation except to say “there are 
none so blind as those who will not see.”

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

MUNSTER 

5br/3ba / $349,900
Brian Durkin • 708.296.4444

8216northcote.info

DYER 

2br/2ba / $293,000
Heather Arter • 219.306.9733

10237wtowle.info

MERRILLVILLE 

4br/2.1ba / $245,000
Georgeann Weisman • 708.439.7199

717w65th.info

MICHGAN CITY 

3br/2.1ba / $595,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012

1660n500.info

CHESTERTON 

4br/3ba / $349,900
Andrew Harrell • 312.998.9379

 426ballenisle.info

PORTER 

2br/2ba / $1,199,000
Blackburn/Lelek • 219.771.1928

3001duneland.info

BEVERLY SHORES 

4br/3.1ba / $999,000
David Albers • 219.728.7295

523lakefront.info

LAPORTE 

5br/5ba / $1,695,000
Will Schauble • 312.860.4192 

4717w150n.info

CROWN POINT 

7br/5ba / $1,100,000
Shawn Smead • 219.781.2426

205south.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360
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