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A League of Her Own
by William Halliar

Betsy Jochum, photographed in the 1947 season 
with the South Bend Blue Sox.

Betsy Jochum always 
loved outdoor sports.

Born in Cincinnati on Feb. 
8, 1921, and growing up with 
a brother, she learned early 
how to swing a stick or bat 
to strike rocks or worn-out 
leather ball, to run bases on 
a sandlot with the best and 
toughest boys.

On May 17, 1943, Jochum 
was among 280 women who 
showed up at Chicago’s Wrig-
ley Field for consideration 
in the new All-American 
Girls Professional Baseball 
League. She was one of the 
60 original players chosen 
that spring day. From there, 
she headed to South Bend 
for a career that defi ned the 
rest of her life. 

Now 100, Jochum has 
played a role in a new per-
manent exhibit honoring the 
AAGPBL at South Bend’s 
The History Museum, 808 
W. Washington.  St. And this 
month, a historical marker 
will be placed near the site of 
the former Playland Park — 
land now owned by Indiana 
University-South Bend — to 
mark where the South Bend 
Blue Sox played from 1946-
1954. Museum staff learned 
of the decision from the In-
diana Historical Bureau, Di-
vision of the Indiana State 
Library. The ceremony will 
commemorate the month 
the Blue Sox fi rst went to 

bat at Playland Park follow-
ing three seasons at Bendix 
Field. Due to COVID-19, 
however, attendance at the 
ceremony is limited to en-
sure proper pandemic safety 
measures.

America’s love affair with 
baseball, especially the 
game’s origin, is shrouded 
in some mystery, as befi ts 
any good romance. Games 
with balls struck by sticks 
were played for centuries 
in Great Britain, Ireland 
and across Europe. The 
rules varied, but many such 
games included running be-
tween or around bases. And, 
they were imported to our 
shores with the waves of im-
migrants in the early 19th 
century. 

New York in the early 
1800s was a crowded, bus-
tling, dirty, but without a 
doubt energetic city. Accord-
ing to newspaper publisher 
Thurlow Weed, “Though an 
industrious and busy place, 
its citizens found leisure for 
rational and healthy recre-
ation.” To feed that leisure 
time, baseball clubs formed 
among groups of young men. 
Challenges were published 
between neighborhoods and 
various athletic associa-
tions.

Some attribute the inven-
tion of the game to Abner 

Continued on Page 2
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sional teams.

The National Association of Professional Base 
Ball Players formed in 1871. It eventually was reor-
ganized as the National League in 1876, becoming 
the world’s oldest professional sports league.

Thus was born professional baseball and the be-
ginning of an American love affair with the sport.

American Professional Baseball grew in popu-
larity. By 1943, there were teams playing in two 
professional leagues, the American League being 
founded in 1901.

On Sept. 1, 1939, the world changed when Ger-
many invaded Poland and Europe was once again 
faced with war. Americans watched as the struggle 

raged across far away Eu-
rope. Russia, Italy and even-
tually Japan joined the fray. 
Prescient souls in Ameri-
ca understood the United 
States could not stand neu-
tral for long.

The Selective Training 
and Service Act of 1940 es-
tablished the fi rst peacetime 
draft in the United States. 
All American industry was 
affected by this draining of 
manpower, and the nation 
looked to its women to fi ll 
the gap in production. No 
less affected was the game 
of baseball. As the United 
States was drawn ever clos-
er to war, able-bodied men 
either were drafted into the 
service or enlisted to serve 
their country. During World 
War II, more than 500 major 
league players served in the 
military. Many who would 
become famous laid down 
their bats and gloves and 

took up arms, including Hall of Famers Ted Wil-
liams, Stan Musial and Joe DiMaggio. 

Baseball by this time had woven itself into the 
character of the American people. Those who led the 
nation realized it was important the game continue 
to keep up moral during the dark days of the war.

What could be done to support the continuance of 

Doubleday, the Civil War general who fi red the fi rst 
shot in defense of Fort Sumpter, in 1839 at Cooper-
stown, N.Y. Whereever the idea originated, it soon 
took hold in the hearts of young men all through-
out New York. By 1845, the “Knickerbocker Rules” 
were codifi ed and offi cial baseball clubs formed. The 
game spread across the city and countryside. 

During the Civil War, nearly 460,000 men volun-
teered or were conscripted into service from New 
York alone. It has been said service during the war 
was “long periods of bore-
dom punctuated by moments 
of sheer terror.” To ease the 
terrible burden of boredom, 
some men gambled with 
cards or dice, but offi cers 
thinking this would lead to 
moral decline discouraged it. 
A better solution was sports, 
especially this new game of 
baseball introduced into the 
camps by recruits from the 
Knickerbocker state. 

Baseball clubs began to 
be formed and challenges 
issued across camps. When 
the war ended, baseball was 
carried to every corner of the 
United States. Amateur ball 
clubs were formed and games 
scheduled regularly. In De-
cember 1865, there were ball 
clubs in Fort Leavenworth, 
St. Louis, Louisville and 
Chattanooga, Tenn., and nu-
merous clubs in the north-
east United States.

Of course, wagers were 
place on the games played by these amateur teams, 
so enterprising organizers began to pay wages un-
der the table to gain the services of certain play-
ers with outstanding talent. Michigan City had its 
share of such amateur teams in baseball’s early 
years, teams like the Michigan City Cubs and the 
White Caps, which were considered semi-profes-

A League…Continued From Page 1

Betsy Jochum made South Bend her home
 after her career in baseball.
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America’s game?
Enter entrepreneur Philip Knight Wrigley, chew-

ing gun magnate and owner of the Chicago Cubs. 
The year was 1943 and Wrigley, who loved base-
ball, wanted to ensure the game would stay alive 
and that stadiums, at least in the Midwest, would 
be fi lled with fans needing the distraction of an af-
ternoon in the bleachers, cheering on their favorite 
team. Of course, the box offi ce and concession in-
take did not hurt either.

Betsy Jochum (right), photographed with 
another South Bend Blue Sox player.

Continued on Page 4
Philip Knight Wrigley.
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Women were working in the nation’s factories 
and in farmers’ fi elds. Why shouldn’t they play pro-
fessional baseball as well?

Wrigley sent scouts all over the country, and to 
Canada and Cuba, to fi nd suitable players. Five 
hundred were invited to try out. On May 17, 1943, 
280 women showed up at Wrigley Field to test their 
skills. Sixty women were chosen to play on the fi rst 
four teams of what would become the All-American 
Girls Professional Baseball League, which would 
exist until 1954 and eventually boast 15 teams 
fi elding more than 600 women.

Betsy Jochum was one of the 60 original players 
chosen that spring day in 1943.

Betsy “Sockum” Jochum, as she later was called, 
was 22 in 1943, 5 feet, 7 inches tall and built to com-
pete at 140 pounds. In her youth, she played sandlot 

A League…Continued From Page 3

Betsy Jochum’s glove (from left), a signed Silver Hawks hat, spikes and uniform.

ball with her brother and his friends, playing orga-
nized softball at age 12. She attended Hughes Cen-
ter High School in Cincinnati, where she excelled at  
basketball, volleyball and track.

Graduation from high school created a more seri-
ous mindset, and Jochum decided that to make a 
living in the Depression-era workplace, she needed 
to attend business school. She attended the Cincin-
nati Business School, learning the equivalent of 
today’s high tech computer, the “Comptometer,” a 
gadget for mathematical calculation and predeces-
sor of modern day computers.

Being the Great Depression, offi ce jobs were dif-
fi cult to come by, so Jochum was forced to take a 
job in a meat-packing plant. Here, fate took a hand 
because she joined its semi-professional softball 
league, participating in several national tourna-
ments, including one in Chicago. It is not a stretch 
of the imagination to think that this is where P.K. 
Wrigley’s scouts spotted her.

Trying to improve her fi nancial situation, she left 
the job at the meat-packing plant for one at a dairy 
doing Comptometer work for $16 a week. It can only 
be imagined that in 1943, she jumped at the offer 

to play professional baseball in Wrigley’s league for 
$50 a week. Jochum packed her bags, said goodbye 
to her family and headed to South Bend. 

The AAGPBL began in 1943 with four teams. 
Jochum signed on to the South Bend Blue Sox, 
which was one of two teams, along with the Rock-
ford Peaches, to play in every AAGPBL season from 
1943 to 1954. The importance of the AAGPBL can-
not be overestimated, because it was the forerun-
ner of all women’s professional league sports in the 
United States today.

“Sockum” Jochum began her career as an outfi eld-
er since she was able to throw a ball great distances 
for her height and weight. During a competition 
in Connecticut in 1938, she threw a ball a record 
276 feet. She later became the team’s pitcher as the 
rules evolved from underhand to side-arm pitching. 
She pitched and threw right-handed.

During Jochum’s rookie season in 1943, she had 
a .273 batting average. She also led the league with 
439 times at bat, which included 120 hits, 100 sin-

gles and 12 doubles. She 
was a runner and stole 66 
bases, scoring 70 runs. In 
the second half of the sea-
son, she led all hitters in 
the league with a .295 bat-
ting average.

“Sockum” Jochum was 
selected for the All-Star 
Game that year played at 
Wrigley Field on July 1, 
1943. This, by the way, was 
the fi rst night game ever 
played at Wrigley, which 
had temporary lights set 
up for the occasion. 

A highlight of Jochum’s career must have been the 
1947 training camp that moved to Havana, Cuba. 
Two hundred of the league’s players were fl own to 
the camp, which was a fi rst for most of them. Jo-
chum later recalled to Jim Sargent, author of the 
book The South Bend Blue Sox, “I took my fi rst air-
plane fl ight, we stayed at the Seville-Biltmore Hotel, 
and we played our games at the Gran Stadium.”
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During this season, sidearm pitching was devel-
oped, and many players had trouble hitting this 
new style because they had played for years devel-
oping their skills at hitting underhand pitching. Jo-
chum’s averages slipped this year to an average of 
.211 with 42 RBI, 36 runs and 44 stolen bases.

In 1948, Jochum switched to pitching with the 
new side-arm style, providing 14 out of the 57 team 
victories that year. She 
struck out 103 batters and 
walked just 58 batters in 
215 innings.

Jochum retired from her 
professional baseball career 
after the 1948 season. “Soc-
kum” Jochum spent her 
entire baseball career with 
the South Bend Blue Sox. 
She made many friends in 
the city and decided to stay 
in South Bend, making it 
her home after baseball. 
She worked her Comptom-
eter job at Bendix Home 
Appliances in South Bend 
and attended Illinois State 
University, where she 
earned her master’s degree 
in physical education. She A mural featured in the exhibit “Polished in Public, Fierce on the Field; The All-American Girls.”

returned to South Bend, where she made many 
friends while playing professional ball, and taught 
physical education for South Bend Community 
Schools at the junior- and high-school levels. She 
retired after 26 years of teaching, but continued be-
ing led by her love of sport as she participated in 
golf, bowling and the Run Jane Exhibition Games 
in support of the local YWCA. Continued on Page 6

All quantity &
selection
rights
reserved.

$$228888
lb.

Al’s Premium Fresh

81% Lean
Ground Beef

Check our service meat case for exclusive marinated 
pre-seasoned meats that taste great and even grill up faster!  

SAVE
$1.11

LB.

QUIT CHILLIN’ - GET GRILLIN’!
Prices good
5/12 – 5/18

$$118888
lb.

Sold in Value Packs - Open Acres

Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breast

SAVE $1.11 LB.

$$229999

Sold in the Husk, Ready to Grill!

Fresh Florida
Sweet Corn

SAVE UP TO $2.56 

$$1010
Includes Selected 6-Pak 7.5 oz. Mini Cans 

6-PAK HALF LITERS
PEPSI OR 7UP

SAVE UP TO $7.96 

$$999999
lb.

USDA Choice Angus Beef

Tender T-Bone
Steak

SAVE $4.00 LB.
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In 1988, Jochum joined all of the former members 
of the AAGPBL for induction into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame in Cooperstown, with a display dedicated. 
In 1999, she was inducted into the Ohio Baseball 
Hall of Fame.

Her South Bend Blue Sox uniform has traveled 
across the United States in an itinerant display pro-
moted by the Smithsonian Intuition titled, “Sports; 
Breaking Records, Breaking Barriers.”

A League…Continued From Page 5

Jochum turned 100 on Feb. 8. She continues to be 
an infl uence in her adopted hometown, and recently 
assisted in gathering and sorting AAGPBL memo-
rabilia for The History Museum exhibit “Polished 
in Public, Fierce on the Field; The All-American 
Girls.” It features the stories and memorabilia of 
Jochum and the league, numerous uniforms gifted 
over the years, programs, equipment and stories of 
the league’s formation and history. It is considered 
the foremost collection of such items in the world.

The effort also includes photos and souvenirs 
from the 1992 movie, “A League of Their Own,” 
which included some scenes shot in Evansville, Ind.

Jochum has been a longtime friend of The His-
tory Museum. Executive Director Brian Harding 
said of the new display, “Betsy Jochum has been an 
outstanding representative of the AAGPBL, both to 
the South Bend community and across the country. 

“As the national repository of the All-American 
Girls Professional Baseball League, The History 
Museum is proud to tell their story, and through 
2,000-plus items in our collection, we gladly pre-
serve their history.”

(Visit www.historymuseumsb.org for more de-
tails.)

Archivist Kristen Modden stands by the display of Betsy Jochum’s uniform.

Lampshade Specialty Shoppe
says

Thank You!Thank You!
for 32 years serving your lamp

and lampshade needs.
The  shop will be CLOSED

MAY 15TH thru 20TH
as we prepare for our

FINAL SALE!
LAST CALL - BIG TENT EVENT LAST CALL - BIG TENT EVENT

MAY 21ST - 22ND - 23RDMAY 21ST - 22ND - 23RD
We are emptying our building. 

EVERYTHING GOES!
Lampshades 50% to 90% off
Many $1, $2, $5, $10 Shades

Working lamps with lampshades $10 & Up
$20 Table Lamps - Metal - 3/way 

with Shades (have 14) 
$25 Brass Floor Lamps with Shades 

(have 11) 
$20 Large Crystal Table Lamps, 3/way,

NO SHADES (have 18 matching) 
A BIT OF EVERYTHING

Small Tables and Display Fixtures
Vintage Lampshades and Shade Frames

Lampshade Materials and Trims
Picture Frames, Artwork, Crafting Items 

and Fabrics
Desks, Mirrors, Glassware, Baskets, 

Books, Bags and Boxes
Some Clothing, Costume Jewelry and 

Household Items
TENT SALE TENT SALE will be Open 11-5 ET will be Open 11-5 ET

Friday & Saturday Friday & Saturday
1/2 PRICE SALE1/2 PRICE SALE Noon-5 ET  Noon-5 ET 

Sunday Sunday

MAY 21-22-23 MAY 21-22-23 
900 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, MI • 269-469-2742

http://www.historymuseumsb.org
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STAR POWER
Count on these Coldwell Banker ® affiliated agents for their expertise, professionalism and excellence in customer 

service. They’re the best and brightest in the real estate industry – put that star power to work for you today!

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  
21GZ29_CHI_4/21

New Buffalo 269.469.3950 | 10 N. Whittaker Street | New Buffalo, IL 49117   
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com guiding you home since 1906

New Buffalo 269.469.3950

SOUTH HAVEN, MI | $1,799,000
Chad Gradowski
219.241.9083
chad.gradowski@cbexchange.com

BERRIEN SPRINGS, MI | $974,900
Laura Davis
269.876.9497
laura.davis@cbexchange.com

LAPORTE, IN | $859,000
Line Mullins
708.790.3676
Line.Mullins@cbexchange.com

NEW BUFFALO, MI | $599,000
Cathy Smith
269.861.2292
Cathy.Smith@cbexchange.com

NEW BUFFALO, MI | $319,000
Chad Gradowski
219.241.9083
chad.gradowski@cbexchange.com

BENTON HARBOR, MI | Price Upon Request
Rebecca Ludens
269.930.4002
rebecca.ludens@cbexchange.com

BENTON HARBOR, MI | Price Upon Request
Rebecca Ludens
269.930.4002
rebecca.ludens@cbexchange.com

BENTON HARBOR, MI | Price Upon Request
Rebecca Ludens
269.930.4002
rebecca.ludens@cbexchange.com

CROWN POINT, IN | Price Upon Request
Gina Guarino 219.865.4391
Dominic Guarino 219.680.7844
Gina@GGGHomes.com

SCHERERVILLE, IN | $849,900
Andrew Wolters
219.669.8347
andrew.wolters@cbrealty.com

ST. JOHN, IN | Price Upon Request
Gina Guarino
219.865.4391
Gina@GGGHomes.com

SCHERERVILLE, IN  | Price Upon Request
Julie Urbanski
219.741.9155
julie.urbanski@cbrealty.com
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mailto:rebecca.ludens@cbexchange.com
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Midwest Museum of American Art will celebrate 
poetry through “A Walk in the Woods: The Poetry of 
Landscape,” paintings by artists in the permanent 
collection, through June 6.

The exhibit, which also 
helps commemorate the 
museum’s 42nd anniver-
sary, offers several exam-
ples of woodland scenes 
stretching more than 100 
years, along with selected 
poems about trees. To-
gether, they will reinforce 
the artistic and interpre-
tive impulse by artists to 
commune with nature. It 
also illustrates how mod-
ern life has altered per-
ceptions of the landscape.

The display presents 
38 works featuring the 
subject of landscape as 
witnessed, described or 
idealized by 20 artists of 
regional or national re-
nown — living and from 
the past. Some artists 
present the landscape 
from a specifi c place and 
time, as does Dorothy Morlan (1882-1967) in her 
1930s painting “Sentinels,” a view from the Ohio 
River area. Others look at the land up close, as 
seen in the untitled landscape study of Cumberland 
Falls by Frederick Weygold (1870-1941). Others de-
scribe it by traveling no further than their backyard 
to portray a wooded scene, river view or pastoral 
fi eld, like artist Tim Grieb.

Also on display through June 6 is the spotlight 
exhibit “Ralph Bower: Goshen Woodcarver.” It in-
cludes 10 hand-carved wood sculptures by the late 
Goshen artist. The sculptures center on caricature 

fi gures, whimsical otherworldly beings and histori-
cal impressions. 

 Museum hours are (all times Eastern) 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 1-4 p.m. Saturday-Sun-
day. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for college stu-
dents and students 13-18, and $6 for students 8-12.

The museum is located at 429 S. Main St., Elkhart. 
Visit www.midwestmuseum.us or call (574) 293-6660.

Midwest Museum of American Art to Unveil “The Poetry of Landscape”

An untitled landscape study of Cumberland Falls by Frederick Weygold.

http://www.midwestmuseum.us
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JORDAN GALLAS
jordangallas@atproperties.com

219.861.3659

304 NORTHBROOK DRIVE
Michigan City • 4 Bed / 2 Bath • $499,000

304NorthbrookDrive.info

Situated on a picturesque corner lot in Shoreland Hills sits this 

4-Bedroom 2-Bath beauty! Built in 1970, this home has been 

meticulously maintained and cared for. The spacious main floor 

comes complete with an updated kitchen, newly refinished 

hardwood flooring, full bathroom, private office place, and two 

fireplaces. The kitchen transitions into the open dining area and 

living room, great for entertaining! The upstairs houses all 4 

bedrooms, hardwood flooring, and a newly updated bathroom 

with dual vanity. After a long day at the beach, relax on the 

expansive deck. Down in the basement you will find a great 

recreational space, additional storage, and oversize 2-car, built-in 

garage. Large front yard with minimal maintenance landscaping. 

Close to Lake Michigan and deeded Beach Rights to Stop 31 

included. Don’t wait, schedule your private showing today! 

mailto:jordangallas@atproperties.com
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PERFECT.
EQUIPPED TO MAKE YOUR AIR

RECEIVE UP TO

$900 IN REBATES
with the purchase of a complete Ultimate Comfort System.*

$73 CHECKUP ON 
AIR CONDITIONERS

Owner Kevin Doler
219-879-8525

Taking care of your family has been my 
family’s business for more than 60 years!

Offer expires June 11, 2021.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 8, 2021 to June 11, 2021. Qualifying items must be installed by June 18, 
2021. Rebate claims (with proof of purchase) must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later 
than July 2, 2021. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® Prepaid card. Prepaid Card is subject to terms and conditions found or 
referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See  www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete 
terms and conditions.  
© 2021 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. 

Superior Products-21SP-BW-B2.indd   2 3/2/21   2:54 PM

WE CLEAN EVERYTHING!

219-608-3145
We Take Over From There!

Pressure 
Cleaning 

Window 
Cleaning 

Gutter 
Cleaning

SAM Student Showcase
The School of American Music kicks off its spring 

concert series with a free, outdoor student showcase 
at 2 p.m. EDT Sunday, May 16, at Three Oaks Arts 
and Education Center, 14 Elm St.

The two-part recital is slated for the Spring Creek 
Stage behind the center. Families can take lawn 
chairs and other provisions. All COVID-19 protocols 
for outdoor large gatherings will be observed, in-
cluding distancing and masking where appropriate.

“Traveling Music” is the recital’s theme. A blend 
of voice and piano compositions featuring students 
of Donna Mitchell, Denise Vanden Bussche and Elin 
Boklund, the performance will include tunes rang-
ing from “Guitars of Seville” to “Nights in White 
Satin” to “For Good” from “Wicked.”

Performing in the fi rst half are voice students 
Clay Burk, Kirill Petrov and Charis Todd, along 
with piano students Arthur Anderson, Harper Bald-
win, Maddox Baldwin, Acacia Baney, Zion Baney, 
Aiden Bettig, Ben Bolinder, Hana Bolinder, Charlie 
Gibson, Karina Hamann, Alex Heiser, David Lewis, 
Krill Petrov, Abby Shaw, Charlotte Sullivan, Claire 
Sullivan, Tabitha Sullivan, Chris Todd, Eli Todd 
and Mark Todd.

The second recital, beginning at 4 p.m. EDT, will 
feature students of Madison Kutch, Beth Oeseburg 
and Ron Spears, in addition to Boklund, Mitchell 
and Vanden Bussche. It will showcase voice stu-
dents Lauren Eggleston, Alex Heiser and Abby 
Shaw, violin students Kendra Klint, Sadie Liggett, 
Deb Rancatore and Ella Siri, piano students Mor-
gan Siri and Owen Siri, along with Emma Reitz on 
piano, Callyn Reitz on baritone ukulele, Kyle Kaed-
ing on guitar, Erius Bower on saxophone and Alivia 
Reitz on fl ute.

Music in the second recital will include “Mary Had 
a Little Lamb and J.S. Bach’s “Minuet and Bouree.”

Accompanists for the afternoon are Adrian Cole 
on piano and Garth Taylor on guitar. A surprise 
SAM faculty musical offering opens each recital.

The program is free, but donations are welcome 
at www.schoolofamericanmusic.com. In case of rain, 
the event moves indoors to 2 p.m. EDT Sunday, May 
23. Details will be announced as needed.

http://www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com
http://www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
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Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

500 S. EL PORTAL
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING
CARRYOUT

EARLY SPRING HOURS: 
Friday 4-10 p.m. • Saturday 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 

Sunday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza 

prepared and cooked just as it was over 170 years ago 

Our passion is to provide our guests this authentic 

and wine. 

Come and relax,

EARLY SPRING HOURS: 

A True American Dream
9668 N. Wilhelm Road

LaPorte, Indiana, 46350

This 70-acre estate has been owned, managed and farmed 
where the children grew up, traditions were established 

and loved for 50 years. 
The landscaping is meticulously maintained and 

developed. The home is 4,400 sq. feet on 3 acres, with 
a 1/3 acre natural pond; 67 acres are cleared and ready 

to farm. There is a 1,400 sq. ft barn with new siding and 
windows, ready for any type of business. This property is 
in a very desirable location and has unlimited potential to 

live your best life.  $1,200,000

Call Lori today for your individual appointment. 
(312) 391-4870 

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

Art Barn School of Art
• Papermaking: In the Field with Andrea 

Peterson” is May 21-23.
Participants 18 and older will create paper from 

plants, understanding the process of turning plant 
cellulose into fi ne sheets of paper. Students also 
will participate in a community fi eld hike around 
Art Barn from 2 to 4 p.m. Friday, identifying and 
harvesting plant species, following up with process-
ing plant material Saturday and making sheets of 
paper Sunday.

The cost is $265 per person. The times are 2 to 4 
p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day. Register at www.artbarnschool.org

Art Barn is located at 695 N. County Road 400 
East, Valparaiso. Call (219) 462-9009 for additional 
information.

PNW Virtual Tour

Purdue University Northwest has launched a vir-
tual tour to give potential students and their fami-
lies a new opportunity to see the university.

The tour is available on the PNW Undergraduate 
Admissions website at www.pnw.edu/visit. Visitors 
can explore campus facilities, classrooms and ser-
vice centers through 360-degree panoramic photos, 
videos and pictures. Narration describes key fea-
tures and benefi ts Purdue Northwest offers. Visi-
tors also can request additional information, start 
the application process or request an in-person visit.

Visit www.pnw.edu/admissions for more details.

An image of PNW’s Westville campus included in the virtual tour.

LCA Family Day
Family Day, which includes family activities and 

tours of the “Lost and Looking” exhibit, is from 1-4 
p.m. Saturday, May 15, at Lubeznik Center for the 
Arts, 101 W. Second St.

Artists in “Lost and Looking” use memory to 
confront pasts and imagination to address futures. 
Works include paintings, drawings, large-scale 
sculptures and a video installation.

Families can view the galleries with LCA docents, 
and create art projects on the outside patio, includ-
ing accordion books and a postcard project inspired 
by “Wish You Were Here,” an ongoing installation 
by Kelly Kristin Jones.

Snacks are planned. No registration is required. 
In case of inclement weather, art projects will be 
available as take-home kits.

Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org or call (219) 874-
4900 for details.

Alzheimer’s Association Programs
The Alzheimer’s Association Greater Indiana 

Chapter will host two virtual programs this month, 
starting with “Dementia Conversations” at 11 a.m.   
Friday, May 14.

Attendees will learn about three of the most diffi -
cult conversations families face after a dementia di-
agnosis: doctor visits, driving, and legal and fi nan-
cial planning. The program will feature tips from 
experts, as well as stories from Hoosier families. 

A program for residents of independent living 
communities and their loved ones is at 5 p.m. Tues-
day, May 25. Attendees will learn about dementia 
risk factors, stages of the disease, the latest research 
and treatments that can help alleviate symptoms of 
Alzheimer’s and dementia.

Visit alz.org/Indiana/helping_you and click on 
“join a virtual education program,” or call the Al-
zheimer’s Association 24/7 Helpline at (800) 272-
3900 for details.

http://www.pnw.edu/visit
http://www.pnw.edu/admissions
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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HESS IRRIGATION LLC
312 W. 13th St., LaPorte • (219) 380-7517

Hessirrigation@gmail.com
Family Owned and Operated, Licensed, Bonded and Insured!

We Have the Knowledge and Expertise to 
Get the Job Done Right the First Time! 

Like Us on

mailto:Hessirrigation@gmail.com
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It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

Since 1895, we’ve helped individuals 
reach their goals of homeownershiphomeownership. 
We are an award-winning bank with a 

reputation for strong valuesstrong values and quality quality 
serviceservice. We offer a variety of mortgage 

loan products with competitive rates and 
plans to help you achieve your goals.

219-262-6028   |  Centier.comMember FDIC

Jennifer Smart
Loan Originator
NMLS# 277082

219-262-6028 X 4805
jenniferssmart.com

For More Information, 
Please Contact 

Homeownership
Begins Here

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app 

through options such as Apple and Google Play. 
Then, place holds on items using a customer ac-
count. Once at the library, check in using the app 
and clicking Pickup from the bottom of the screen 
(or calling the library location). An appointment no 
longer is needed. Add the parking space on the app 
if picking up from the main location. Enter infor-
mation in the instructions box if picking up holds 
placed on more than one account, or if needing ad-
ditional assistance.

A staff member brings held items to the vehicle. 
Customers using the app receive updates as their re-
quests are processed. Returns can be placed in book 
drops and be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At 
this time, there is no limit to the number of items 
customers can reserve and pick up during curbside.

• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

The following programs are planned:
• Drawing Class, “Final: Advanced Concepts and 

Projects,” from 2-4 p.m. Thursday, May 13, in the 
Coolspring Branch Meeting Room. Aimed at 18 
and older, the class will review drawing materials 
and simple exercises. All ability levels are wel-
come. Register through the library website.

• Two sessions of “Sew a Yoga Mat Bag” are Sat-
urday, May 15, at the main branch. Participants 
will sew a carrier bag for a yoga mat with a zip-
per pocket. The zipper, accessories and fabric are 
provided, or take these items (1/2 yard exterior 
fabric and 1/2 yard lining fabric). The target age 
is adults and teens 13 and older. The fi rst session 
is from 10 a.m.-noon and the second from 2-4 p.m. 
Register through the website.

• Two sessions of the LaPorte Street Walk, “That 
Was Then, This Is Now,” are Tuesday, May 18. 
The times are 4-5 p.m. and 5:30-6:30 p.m. Meet 
at the historic sign on Indiana Avenue in front of 
the library. Register through the website.

• Teen Advisory Board from 6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 18, through Zoom. The board allows teens 
in seventh grade and older to share ideas and get 
involved. Register through the website.

• Virtual Memorial Day from 2-3 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 19, in the Coolspring Branch Meeting Room. 
Participants use Google Expedition headsets to 
tour battlefi elds and memorials of fallen service-
men, such as the National Mall and Gettysburg.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located 
at 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.
laportelibrary.org for more details.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
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Rittenhouse Village At Michigan City is offering an unheard of $99* Move-In 
Special! Now is the time to secure your spot and a superb value at Northern 

Indiana’s best Senior Living community! Don’t wait—this deal won’t last! Join us 
today and experience the Rittenhouse Village difference first-hand.

RittenhouseVillages.com/michigan-city-99special
4300 Cleveland Avenue, Michigan City, IN 46360

Active Independent Living | Assisted Living | SHINE® Memory Care

Call 219.379.5085or
Go Online to Lock in This Special!
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All hail the fi rst great family fi lm of 2021.
Actually, make that the year’s fi rst great movie...

period.
“The Mitchells vs the Machines,” a Sony Pictures 

Animation comedy that just dropped on Netfl ix, is a 
triumph of wit, imagination and heart. I could scan 
a thesaurus for hours rounding up adjectives to do 
it justice; suffi ce it to say, the movie is more satisfy-
ing than the last few Disney and Pixar efforts.

Why so? Because amid the clever laughs and 
lively animation, the movie speaks to us on a basic 
level about family. It marks the feature directorial 
debut of Mike Rianda who, working with co-writer/
co-director Jeff Rowe, achieves an off-kilter world 
where a dysfunctional family must save the world 
from a robot revolt. What’s weaving through the ac-
tion, though, elevates it beyond the ordinary.

The Mitchells, you see, are a distracted mess. 
Dad Rick (voiced by Danny McBride) is a techno-
phobe with a beer gut, one increasingly distanced 
from his college-bound daughter, Katie (voiced by 
Abbi Jacobson). She’s an aspiring fi lmmaker who 
relies on the family dog — a dim-bulb pug with two 
lazy eyes — to create a series of super-hero tales. 
Mom Linda (voiced by Maya Rudolph) wears tacky 
clothes that fail to hide bulging hips. Younger broth-
er Aaron (voiced by director Rianda) relates only to 
dinosaurs; however, in a refreshing twist, he’s no 
brat. Katie and Aaron are each other’s biggest fans. 
Supportive at every turn. And it just so happens 
that when Rick cancels Katie’s plane fare to college, 
opting instead for one last family road trip, a robot 

uprising springs into action.
It’s no spoiler that somehow, the Mitchells will get 

their act together, becoming a unifi ed fi ghting force. 
That is a given. But it is the journey that delivers 
the pleasures. The message is that picture-perfect 
families exist only in picture frames, a theme con-
veyed in a laugh-out-loud sight gag. Families, in 
reality, are a gaggle of imperfections. However, it 
is those very imperfections that endear parents to 
their children and vice versa.

The surprises for Katie comes not just from sa-
voring her family’s quirks, but also from embracing 
them as strengths. And for Rick, the lesson of com-
promise, of meeting his children halfway, may just  
lead him to being a better parent.

These moments for Rick arrive in fl ashbacks to 
the salad days of Katie’s youth, when the bond be-
tween father and daughter was unfettered by adult 

“The Mitchells vs the Machines” is a Truly Great Family Film
by Andrew Tallackson

A dysfunctional family braces itself against a robot uprising in “The Mitchells vs the Machines.”

★ ★ ★ ★
“The Mitchells vs the Machines”

Running time: 113 minutes. Netflix. 

Rated PG for action and some language

Editor’s Note
“The Mitchells vs the Machines” not only in-

cludes computer animation by Michigan City High 
School graduate James Ward, but also a sight gag 
appreciated by those who like to, as the billboard 
says, “take a bite out of a legend.”
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Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
219-778-2568 • www.smallsgardencenter.com

Find Us On Facebook

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Free Complete Landscape Estimates • Residential Plant Design

Patios, Retaining Walls, Water Falls, Excavating, Driveway, Site Preparations, 
Pond & Small Lakes 1/2-7 Acres

WE DELIVER
Decorative Stone, Washstone, Limestone, Slag, Mulch, Topsoil, Flagstone 

Outcropping, Pavers & Boulders. Sale on Topsoil & Mulch -  
Call for Prices

Free Estimates

Landscaping
by

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
& Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!
30% OFF

LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 
EVERGREENS & MORE!

30% OFF
IN STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING,  
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

THREE OAKS, MI

GOODSANDHEROES.COM

OPEN EVERY DAYTHREE OAKS, MI OPEN EVERY DAY

Let ’s Go!
SANDALS, SNEAKERS, SLIDES

POSHPOSH
Consignment Boutique Consignment Boutique

109 N. Barton Street 109 N. Barton Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117 New Buffalo, MI 49117

269-469-0505269-469-0505
CLOSED TUESDAYS CLOSED TUESDAYS

OPEN 12-5PMOPEN 12-5PM

Pare Your Apparel Pare Your Apparel
Reduce. Recycle. Replace.Reduce. Recycle. Replace.
Imagine the POSHibilities!Imagine the POSHibilities!

Premium Consigners Premium Consigners
Taking Women/Men Summer Consignment Appts Taking Women/Men Summer Consignment Appts

Thank you for Supporting Small BusinessThank you for Supporting Small Business

responsibilities. These images contain gentle, al-
most fragile, lump-in-the-throat truths, where chil-
dren look to their parents as their one true saviors. 
Any parent who says they did not choke up during 
these scenes is a bald-faced liar.

Keeping the sentiment in check is a hilariously 
devious villain, PAL: a virtual assistant cast away 
by her creator and bent on revenge. It is voiced by 
the great Olivia Colman with “hell hath no fury” 
gusto. PAL is done with the human race, prepared 
to jettison everyone on the planet into space. Col-
man’s voice, as PAL, retain the aristocratic air of 
her work on “The Crown,” but with a snarkier edge. 
PAL’s reaction, in fact, to one of Rick’s most tender 
fl ashbacks yields one of the movie’s biggest laughs. 
That PAL speaks through a cell phone adds to run-
ning commentary that we’ve become too enabled by 
technology.

Don’t be surprised if “The Mitchells vs the Ma-
chines” becomes an instant classic.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

The family pet, a pug with lazy eyes, provides 
some of the fi lm’s biggest laughs.

http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
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Michael B. Jordan, without question, is a movie 
star. He has the matinee-idol looks, but the drive of 
an old-school method actor. Oscar nods should have 
been a given for “Creed” (2015) and “Just Mercy” 
(2019), no Best Supporting Actor win for “Black 
Panther” (2018) a darn shame.

Thing is, he likes popcorn movies, but acts them 
like prestige pictures. That may be why his awards 
mantle isn’t packed with trophies. His peers don’t 
take him seriously.

In “Tom Clancy’s Without Remorse,” which just 
dropped on Amazon Prime, the actor is in strong  
form. And yes, the fact that he’s the fi rst black star 
of a Tom Clancy picture is cause for celebration, 
matched no less by a strong black actress, Jodie 
Turner-Smith, who proves his equal.

The movie, though, suffers from an acute case of 
the blahs. The late Tom Clancy’s name may be at-
tached — it’s based on a 1993 novel — but it’s fi ll-
in-the-blanks Tom Clancy. When you consider, too, 
that Amazon’s Clancy-spinoff series “Jack Ryan” re-
assembles all the clichés into something fresher, the 
fact that “Without Remorse” does not do so makes it 
even more generic.

However, you could do far worse than spend just 
shy of two hours with Jordan and company. It en-
tertains despite itself, thanks to the sincerity of the 
cast and some exciting action sequences.

The premise is a glossier version of the revenge 

trash Charles Bronson and Chuck Norris cranked 
out in the ’80s. John Kelly (Jordan), a senior chief 
with the U.S. Navy SEALs, leads a team to rescue 
a CIA operative they believe is captured by ISIS 
members. Turns out, it’s Russian military. In retali-
ation, John’s team is bumped off, one by one. And in 
an attack on John’s home, his pregnant wife is shot 
and killed.

That isn’t a spoiler. The death, which arrives dur-
ing the fi rst 15 minutes, is the catalyst for what 
happens next...and you don’t need a fi lm degree to 
plug in the key ingredients. John, blind with fury, 
doesn’t play by the rules to track down the assail-
ants. In the process, he opens up a Pandora’s box of 
conspiracy theories, bad guys who might be good, 
good guys who may be bad, and hopelessly dated 
Cold War speeches about American patriotism.

The lack of surprises is, well, surprising. Espe-
cially when you consider Taylor Sheridan, the grit 
behind “Sicario,” “Hell or High Water” and “Wind 
River,” helped write the screenplay. But “Without 
Remorse” easily could have been made in the ’90s, 
when Paramount Studios, which released the fi lm 

Jordan is Great, the Action Fierce, but “Without Remorse” is Blah
by Andrew Tallackson

Michael B. Jordan is in strong form in “Tom Clancy’s Without Remorse.”

★ ★
“Tom Clancy’s Without Remorse”

Running time: 109 minutes. Amazon Prime. 

Rated R for violence

1/2
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Free Workshop • May 22, 11 a.m.
Join us at Hair-Biz

1908 Wabash St., Michigan City

Please call Donna at (219) 363-5736 to 
make your reservation today!

through Prime, was churning out Clancy hits like 
“The Hunt for Red October,” “Patriot Games” and 
“Clear and Present Danger.”

There are pleasures, though, to be found. Like a 
harrowing plane crash into the ocean in which John 
has to swim through the sinking wreckage. That’s 
a spectacular sequence, complete with the downed 
plane capsizing in the water. Later, when John and 
his team arrive at the apartment of the man who 
killed his wife, in Murmansk, Russia, what ensues 
is a showdown of massive scale, the action high 
above and down below. Italian director Stefano Sol-
lima knows how to stage a gun battle with high en-
ergy and tension.

Through it all, Jordan is ferocious. Watch him in 
the scene when he’s wounded and trying to reach 
his pregnant wife, knowing he’s too late. The grief 
pouring out of him, on top of the physical struggle it-
self, is raw. Genuine. His relationship with Turner-
Smith, as Lt. Com. Karen Greer, is thankfully un-
sentimental. She isn’t reduced to the love interest. 
In fact, at one point, as John playfully antagonizes 
her, they behave more like siblings than colleagues. 

A mid-credits scene suggests a sequel is on the 
way. Whether we get one, I suspect, depends on how 
well viewed “Without Remorse” is. To its credit, it is 
never dull. But it is not memorable either. If there is 
a sequel, they’re going to have to do better.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com 

Jodie Turner-Smith is Michael B. Jordan’s equal, scene after scene.
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For some dumb reason, “Friends” wasn’t hot on 
my radar when it debuted in 1994.

Likely, it was a mopey, Generation X thing. I was 
living in central Indiana, making near-poverty wag-
es as a small-town reporter. The lives of these sexy 
New York singles, while not dripping in wealth, 
were so much more exciting than mine. Hipper.

Boo, friggin’ hoo, right?
Now, as an adult binging the show through HBO 

Max with my wife and teen son, the pleasures of the 
iconic sitcom are not lost on me. It was a show pro-
pelled by star power, wit and silly scenarios. Some-
thing remains comforting about it, these six friends, 
despite their quirks, standing by each other’s side 
through thick and thin.

“The Friends Experience: The One in Chicago” 
capitalizes on nostalgia for the show, taking visitors 
on a 45-minute tour of set recreations, props and 
costumes. And time is running out. The self-guided 

“The Friends Experience”

experience at The Shops at North Bridge, 540 N. 
Michigan Ave., ends Monday, May 31.

For a traveling tour, “The Friends Experience” 
is pretty extensive. Anything related to the show, 
you’ll likely fi nd it here. Set recreations like Joey 
and Chandler’s apartment, Monica and Rachel’s 
kitchen and Central Perk. There’s even a Lego set 
recreation of Central Perk, the number of pieces 
used, well, I’ll leave that to you to be suffi ciently 
wowed. There’s a display devoted to the evolution 
of “The Rachel,” or Jennifer Aniston’s much-copied 
haircut, and a chance to poke “Ugly Naked Guy” 
from the apartment patio window.

Oh, and don’t let pandemic-related health and 
safety issues keep you from ordering tickets. Every-
thing, as the tour proudly states, is “Monica Clean.”

❑

Visit www.friendstheexperience.com/chicago for 
reservations or more information.

Alice, Will and I jumped at the chance to recreate an iconic scene from “Friends.”

by Andrew Tallackson

Will stands in the LEGO recreation of Central Perk.

Alice and Will, relaxing in Joey/Chandler’s apartment.
The three of us in Rachel and Monica’s kitchen.

Photographed on the classic orange couch.

http://www.friendstheexperience.com/chicago
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“Spontaneous” is one of the sweetest teen rom-
coms...and one of the yuckiest.

Studios once had no qualms about churning out 
dark teen comedies, “Heathers” (1989) and “Ghost 
World” (2001) being the supreme entries. Unfortu-
nately, we’ve become squeamish. Fearful of crossing 
that line between good taste and severe distaste.

“Spontaneous” behaves as if the line never ex-
isted. Based on Aaron Starmer’s 2016 book, it’s not 
perfect. My biggest problem with the fi lm, stream-
ing on Amazon Prime, is that it cannot sustain the 
same warped pitch. The fi rst hour is savagely funny, 
then it turns deadly serious, losing its footing.

What it does have is a wickedly original heroine, 
played by Australian actress Katherine Langford. 
She’s done good work in Netfl ix’s “13 Reasons Why” 
and fi lms like “Knives Out” and “Love, Simon,” but 
this is like watching a star being born. Her Mara 
Carlyle is a high school senior who reacts to life 
with a detached sense of humor. She’s not connected 
to the world around her; more, she’s so pop-culture 
savvy, she prefers to dish out running commentary. 
Langford gives her the right bite, the sting, to cre-
ate someone who’s dripping with comic bile. Smart-
er than everyone around her.

That approach to life may be what saves her from 
going mental when, for reasons unknown, her fel-

low seniors start exploding. Yep. Spontaneously 
combusting. In class. Writer-director Brian Duffi eld 
keeps the gore and entrails to a minimum, but the 
spray goes everywhere. Meaning, Langford and her 
cast members spend half the movie covered in vis-
cera. But somehow, Mara reacts to the unexplain-
able chaos as she does with everything: bouncing 
back with what-the-hell sarcasm, relying on caustic 
gal-pal Tess (Hayley Law) to keep her sane. 

Somehow, amid exploding bodies and all the clas-
sic high-school archetypes (jocks, brains), Mara 
clicks with cute-guy Dylan (Charlie Plummer). The 
two are cut from the same cloth. They’ve been raised 
on movies and television. Every scenario in life is 
equated to some movie scene or dialogue they can 
quote. Take, for instance, the most outrageous mo-
ment when scientists and the FBI arrive to inves-
tigate the strange phenomena. They set up white, 
sterile tents, connecting all the students to IVs 
while conducting tests. We are reminded of “E.T. 
The Extra Terrestrial.” Apparently, it reminds Mara 

If You Can Withstand All the Blood, “Spontaneous” is Wickedly Funny
by Andrew Tallackson

Mara (Katherine Langford) and Dylan (Charlie Plummer) fi nds themselves falling in love in “Spontaneous.”

★ ★ ★
“Spontaneous”

Running time: 101 minutes. Amazon Prime. Rated R for teen 

drug and alcohol use, language and bloody images throughout
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and Dylan as well, because 
they both reach out to each 
other, screaming “E.T.,” “El-
liot.”

Duffi eld, as writer-direc-
tor, takes some inventive 
approaches to his story, like 
the fl ashback to how Dylan 
and Mara fi rst noticed each 
other, one that seamlessly 
transitions into Dylan ad-
dressing the camera, nar-
rating the experience.

The fi lm’s outrageous 
premise makes the rela-
tionship between Mara and 
Dylan exceedingly fragile 
because one of them could 
die without warning. Essentially, the movie is John 
Hughes-meets-David Cronenberg (think “Scan-
ners”), where all the teens want to do is live out 
their fi nal high school days...but without exploding.

The fi lm’s third act lands on a serious note, and 
the premise loses it comic buoyancy. It fi nds Mara 
spiraling downward emotionally, for good reason, 
and we wonder if the fi lm will introduce any sub-
text, like “Heathers” did, ridiculing society for mak-
ing martyrs out of teen suicide. Nope. There isn’t 
any in “Spontaneous.” But right when the fi lm tee-

Amid frightening health screenings, Mara and Charlie still fi nd time to poke fun 
at their predicament with a nod to “E.T. The Extra Terrestrial.”

ters toward us not caring anymore, it reveals its 
point, that life is about living in the moment.

“I’m gonna live the life I want right now,” Kath-
erine says. “I’m not gonna waste time waiting for a 
day that may never come for me.” Such a valid mes-
sage today, when teens are pressured to think about 
the later, rather than the now. “Spontaneous” may 
take a wild approach, but for those with the forti-
tude, and stomach, to do so, it works.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

THE BEST 
LEARNING 
HAPPENS 
IN PERSON
Learn more about our 190-acre 

   campus, small class sizes, 

and in-person learning at 

lalumiere.org
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Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Youth & Family Birding Day from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Saturday, May 15.

Part of the Indiana Dunes Birding Festival, the 
event offers beginning bird hikes starting every hour 
on the hour at the Nature Center. Also planned are 
bird games, bluebird house building and photo ID 
quiz giveaways. All activities are free. Visit https://
indunesbirdingfestival.com/ for details.

• Bird Buffet at 10 a.m. Sunday, May 16. 
Help a naturalist fi ll bird feeders at the nature 

center, and learn how to attract birds to a backyard.
• Photo Scavenger Hunt from noon-4 p.m. 

Sunday, May 16.
Use a camera to spot signs of spring along a 

mapped route. Stop by the Nature Center for direc-
tions. Friends of Indiana Dunes helped provide the 
prizes.

❑

• COVID-19 program safety precautions.
Pre-registration is required for all programs. So-

cial distancing must be practiced by staying at least 
6 feet away from others. Masks or other face cover-
ings of the nose and mouth are required.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

Indiana Dunes National Park
The National Park service on May 8 resumed of-

fering a limited number of ranger-led programs at 
Indiana Dunes National Park.

All programs are limited to 10 people and require 
advance reservations. Wearing a mask is required 
because it is not possible to maintain 6 feet of social 
distancing at all times during the hikes. 

A hike through Miller Woods is from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. every Sunday except May 16 at the Paul Doug-
las Center for Environmental Education. Explore a 
rare black oak savanna and see lupine blooming in 
May. Call the Douglas Center at (219) 395-1824 to 
reserve a spot and confi rm the program’s time. 

Upcoming programs include: 
• May 22 — Pinhook Bog Hike.    
• May 23 — Miller Woods Hike. 
• May 28 — Mount Baldy Summit Hike. 
• May 29 — Bailly/Chellberg History Hike. 
• May 29 — Pinhook Bog Hike.      
• May 30 — Miller Woods Hike.
• May 30 — Mount Baldy Summit Hike.
• June 5 — Bailly/Chellberg History Hike.  
• June 5 — Pinhook Bog Hike.      
• June 6 — Miller Woods Hike. 
• June 6 — Mount Baldy Summit Hike.
• June 12 — Bailly/Chellberg History Hike. 
• June 12 — Pinhook Bog Hike.       
• June 13 — Miller Woods Hike.
• June 13 — Mount Baldy Summit Hike. 

• The National Park Service has implement-
ed a mask requirement for employees, visi-
tors, partners and contractors.

The move supports President Biden’s Executive 
Order on Protecting the Federal Workforce and Re-
quiring Mask-Wearing, aiming to protect those who 
live, work and visit national parks. 

At Indiana Dunes National Park, face masks are 
required in all park buildings and facilities, includ-
ing the Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center, 
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Educa-
tion and Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk pavilion. 
Masks also are required on NPS-managed lands 
when physical distancing cannot be maintained, in-
cluding on narrow or busy trails, overlooks and in 
historic homes.  

As conditions are subject to change, visitors 
should check the park’s website and social media 
channels for updates before a visit. Visit tinyurl.
com/2r86ch6e for details. 

Park rangers are on duty to provide information, 
protect visitors and park resources and uphold the 
requirement.

❑

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

https://indunesbirdingfestival.com/
https://indunesbirdingfestival.com/
http://www.nps.gov/indu
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Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
Duneland Home Design Center & Showroom 

Duneland Home Remodeling
1018 N. Karwick Rd. “Karwick Plaza” • Michigan City, IN 46360 

“Open 7 Days” 
219-878-1720 Store • 219-878-9141 Fax

email: dunelandhome@gmail.com 

BEST FLOORING SALE EVER…  
SAVINGS UP TO 60% 

WE INSTALL EVERYTHING WE SELL... 
SAVE NOW ON QUALITY NAME BRAND 

CARPETING AND FLOORING… 

We Provide Free Estimates 

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS 
Carpeting • Ceramic 

Waterproof Flooring • Wood

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR HARDWARE & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS...

GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MONEY SAVING OFFERS ON 
FLOORING AND HARDWARE... go to 

dunelandhomehdw.com 

WE’RE
STILL
OPEN!

Notice to Long Beach Property Owners 
Planning to Rent Their Residence:
 

As you may know, renting your home for fewer 
than 30 days is prohibited in the Town of Long 
Beach. To ensure compliance with this requirement, 
the Town has contracted with a company called 
Granicus to assist us with research, data collection 
and enforcement of this ordinance. Property owners 
are reminded that violations of this ordinance will 

actions by the Town, including, but not limited to, the 
initiation of legal proceedings to seek injunctive relief 
and recovery of costs of enforcement, as well as 
reporting violations to the appropriate governmental 

estate and income tax obligations. If you are renting 
or plan to rent your property for fewer than 30 days, 
be aware it violates Long Beach Ordinance #2017-
01. Questions related to the ordinance or neighbors 
wishing to report suspected short-term rentals at a 
nearby property are encouraged to contact the police 
department at (219) 874-4243 or email Chief Mark 
Swistek at chief@lbpdin.com. 

Robert LeMay, Long Beach Town Council President
Mark Swistek, Long Beach Police Chief

Beach Garden Club
Smiles are everywhere from seeing daffodils and 

red bud in full bloom. Those smiles brought Beach 
Garden Club members together for the fi rst meet-
ing of the 2021 garden season.

Due to cold weather, members used the con-
ference room at Long Beach Country Club. Mary 
Beth Rebedeau-Warden introduced speaker Laura 
Ekastaya, who was associated with Chicago’s Lu-

rie Garden, fi rst as 
horticulturist, then 
as director and head 
of horticulture. She 
fostered ecologically 
responsible design, 
shifting the mindset 
from one of mainte-
nance to constant 
improvement. She 
now works with Piet 
Oudolf Collection. 
Her presentation 
focused on the use-
fulness of bees and 
wasps in the gar-
den. 

An extensive 
agenda followed the 
presentation. The 

club has worked closely with the Long Beach Park 
Board in revitalizing and adding to garden areas 
around town. In addition to the Long Beach park, 
gardeners have maintained the entrance to the 
community center and the Long Beach entrance at 
Moore Road.

Member Susan Keenen presented a project to en-
hance the entrance to the Civic organization. With 
its approval, Laura Bolton of Beachside Gardens 
designed, extended and planted the area around the 
planter. The club now maintains it.

With the 100th anniversary of Long Beach this 
year, Rebedeau-Warden introduced a new project 
titled “Learn and Grow.” Club members enthusiasti-
cally approved it. Goals will be determined, but might 
include docent-led tours of town gardens to educate 
the public about their history and current plantings. 
Master Gardeners would answer questions.

Dee Caulfi eld shared a photo of the park gardens 
as they appeared when Long Beach was founded.  
Jan Brown discovered a path in front of the shade 
garden lined with soft bricks. Unearthing the path 
— apparently laid in the early days of the Long 
Beach park — is a project to improve the path for 
resident use and enjoyment. 

This year’s goals are to work with the park board, 
the Civic and Dennis Kelley to improve the entire 
park areas, as well as all other gardens around 
Long Beach.

Speaker Laura Ekastaya (left) is photo-
graphed with Beach Garden Club Vice 

President Mary Beth Rebedeau-Warden.

mailto:dunelandhome@gmail.com
mailto:chief@lbpdin.com
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 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Over 31 years in business

Shingle and Flat Roof Specialist

The library is open, but with restrictions in place.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday. 

There is no public seating. The library also follows 
LaPorte County Health Department’s Public Health 
Order Face Covering Mandate by requiring masks 
inside the building. Every individual must wear a 
face covering over his/her nose and mouth at indoor 
areas open to the public. The circulation and refer-
ence desks will have masks available for $1.

The following services are temporarily suspend-
ed: public programs and meetings; literacy tutoring; 
MakerSpace/3-D printing; study rooms; homebound 
service; interlibrary loan; puppets; puzzles; blocks 
and children’s AWE computers in Youth Services; 
Ellison die cut machine; public faxing; microfi lm 
use; magazine/book sale; and accepting donations.

Access is limited to the computer lab: One session 
(up to one hour) per person per day is allowed. Due 
to social-distancing guidelines, only one person at 
a station at a time. Children are not allowed in the 
computer lab with parents/guardians.

One computer is reserved for genealogy research, 
with time limited to one hour per person per day. 
Four charging tables allow a limit of 30 minutes per 
use (no seating is available at these stations). WiFi 
is available throughout the building and exterior/
parking lot.

Two new databases are available. Newspapers.
com World Collection contains historical newspa-
pers from the 1700s-2000s, including thousands of 
well-known regional, state and small local newspa-
pers in the United States and other countries. Visit 
tinyurl.com/4f8kfo3v and log in with a library card 
number.

In addition, Fold3, a military records database 
powered by Ancestry.com, is available. It provides 
access to military records, including stories, pho-
tos and personal documents. Visitors can combine 
records found there with personal effects to create 
an online memorial for someone who served. Visit 
tinyurl.com/58cnu2vn and log in with a library card 
number.

The following virtual programming is scheduled: 
• Great Decisions returns through Zoom. Limited 

discussion booklets are available at the circula-
tion desk. Call (219) 873-3049 for more details.

• Virtual Story Time. A new video will be posted to 
the website, Facebook page and YouTube channel 
at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Each video will be avail-
able for two weeks at www.mclib.org/parents/
story-time/. Stop by Youth Services to receive the 
craft project for the week.
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 

Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

Michigan City Public Library

http://www.mclib.org/parents/
http://www.mclib.org
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nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

May and June Hours
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Daily

July-October Hours
Thursday-Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

219-241-0335

Like Us 
on

Baroque Concert
Tickets are available starting Monday, May 17, 

for a Michigan City Messiah Inc. Baroque concert, 
which is at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 27, at The Hold-
craft Performing Arts Center, 1200 Spring St.

The chorus will present Vivaldi’s “Gloria” with 
soprano Kimberly Jones and mezzo-soprano Kris-
tin Gornstein. Pat Lee is the accompanist and Nic 
Orbovich the violin soloist. More information will 
appear in an upcoming edition of The Beacher.

Tickets will be available at www.mcmessiah.com, 
or as paper tickets at First Presbyterian Church, 
121 W. Ninth St.

Volunteer Appreciation Event
The Salvation Army of Michigan City will mark 

National Salvation Army Week by celebrating 
the many volunteers who support the non-profi t 
throughout the year.

The public can attend a Volunteer Appreciation 
Ice Cream Social, set as an open house-style event 
because of COVID-19, between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
Thursday, May 13, at The Salvation Army, 1201 
Franklin St. 

Recognized as Volunteers of the Year are Chuck 
Krause (individual) and Williams Systems (group) 
for going above and beyond during COVID-19.

Other recipients include: “Rescue Christmas” hon-
orees, Al’s Supermarket, McDonald’s Restaurants 
of LaPorte County, the Applegate family and Josh 
Thayer; “Spirit of Generosity” honorees, Healthcare 
Foundation of LaPorte, Unity Foundation of LaPorte 
County, United Way of LaPorte County, Horizon 
Bank, Harbour Trust and Investment Management 
Co., General Insurance Services, Michigan City Com-
munity Enrichment Corp., Franciscan Health and 
Duneland Health Council; “Doing the Most Good” 
honorees, Steve and Darlene Baker, Marty Corley, 
Carol Flores, Andy Hynek, Diane Swain, Swanson 
Center/PATH team, Michigan City Fire Department, 
Michigan City Police Department, Michigan City 
Area Schools, Rotary Club of Michigan City, Michi-
gan City Exchange Club, Emergency Management, 
Central States Manufacturing and Michigan City 
High School JROTC; and special recognition for Na-
tional Able employee Kenneth Russell.

Visit www.samichigancity.org or call (219) 874-
6885 for more details.

http://www.samichigancity.org
mailto:mark@markcuri.com
http://www.mcmessiah.com
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   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Patio Plate Lunches
a light gourmet treat

Closed Tuesdays

RHC Bike-n-Brunch
The eighth annual Radio Harbor Country Bike-n-

Brunch fundraiser, a gourmet brunch and bike ride 
through Harbor Country, is Sunday, June 6.

Rides for the all-outdoor event will be marked for 
every level: 15-, 30- and 45-mile loops. The usual 
buffet will be replaced with individual servings. The 
ride begins at 9 a.m. EDT and departs from a lo-
cal Wilson Road farmhouse, about two miles east of 
Four Winds Casino. The brunch is at the farm.

The event is limited to the fi rst 150 applicants. 
Adults cost $50, children 12 and younger $30 and a 
brunch-only option costs $50 per person. 

Visit www.radioharborcountry.org/events and 
click on the Events section to register and make 
payment. Also, checks can be mailed to the station 
at the address on the registration form. Payment 
confi rmation will be emailed to applicants. Send 
questions to bikenbrunch.wrhc@gmail.com

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Bethany Lutheran Church, 102 G St., LaPorte, 

1-6 p.m. Tuesday, May 18.
• St. John Kanty, 7012 N. County Road 600 East, 

Rolling Prairie, 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, May 18.
• Uptown Social, 907 Franklin St., 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Thursday, May 20.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

When Seconds Count Initiative
Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte is accepting 

applications through June 11 for Automated Exter-
nal Defi brillators through its When Seconds Count 
AED Initiative.

Since 2017, HFL has awarded 78 AEDs, along with 
cabinets and signage, totaling more than $160,000.

Nonprofi t organizations, schools and government 
entities in LaPorte County may apply for a grant 
for an AED and AED cabinet and signage. They 
must agree to have an AED maintenance plan and 
at least one staff member certifi ed in CPR and AED 
use. Organizations can apply for one AED, cabinet 
and appropriate signage. HFL will consider re-
quests for more than one from organizations where 
circumstances may warrant multiple AEDs, such as 
organizations with multiple locations.

Contact HFL at contact@hfl aporte.org or (219) 
326-2471 before applying. Visit www.hfl aporte.org 
for more details.

http://www.hfl
http://www.radioharborcountry.org/events
mailto:bikenbrunch.wrhc@gmail.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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NEW FROM CIRCLES IN THE WIND AMISH FURNITURE
OUR SUPER AFFORDABLE BEDROOM SERIES
Chain Store Prices - ONLY AMISH QUALITY

ALL HAND BUILT IN INDIANA
www.circlesinthewind.com

SOLID HARDWOODS • DELIVERY AS FAST AS 2 WEEKS
CALL OR VISIT US FOR DETAILS

206 D S. Calumet Rd • Chesterton IN
219 464 9572  www.circlesinthewind.com

4 PCS MINIMUM PURCHASE AT THESE PRICES • TAX AND DELIVERY ARE EXTRA

$2,750
4-Piece Set
FINISHED  QUEEN BED

La Porte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with 
an adult required to participate. Times are from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/
per program. Pre-registration and payment are re-
quired at least one week in advance or until full, 
whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:

• May 12 — Timber.

• May 26 — Scat and Tracks.

Healthy Lifestyles  
The free social club that emphasizes quality of 

life meets from 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesdays at Luhr 
County Park Nature Center. Programs focus on 
health trends, gardening, medical information and 
balancing active lifestyles. Call at least one week 
in advance to sign up (the maximum allowed is 30). 
The schedule is: 

• May 12: “Soil Health, Garden Tools and Pruning 
101” by Sacha Gee-Burns.

• June 9: “GERD — New Treatments for Relief of 
Heartburn & Acid Refl ux,” Dr. Conn.

• July 14: Nutrition, food groups and labeling, 
Stephanie Thomas.

• Aug. 4: Sleep disorders and their health effects, 
by Mindi Whittaker, Northwest Health LaPorte.

• Sept. 1 — Fall garden cleanup and separating 
plants, Gee-Burns.

• Oct. 6 — Pulmonary health, Patti Solona, North-
west Health LaPorte.

Free Family Fishing Nights
All ages are invited, with a limited number of 

poles and bait provided, from 5-7:15 p.m. Monday, 
May 25, at Luhr County Park’s pond.

No fi shing licenses are required, and children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration 
is required at least one day before each program. 

Easy Exercises for All Ages
The free program is from 9-10 a.m. Wednesday, 

May 26, at Luhr County Park. 
Physical therapist Diane Rich leads a head-to-toe 

walk-through of easy exercises to help keep muscles 
and joints limber.

Masks are required. Call at least one week before 
the class to register.

http://www.circlesinthewind.com
http://www.circlesinthewind.com
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
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A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher will continue the  
following office hours for now

Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thank you for your patience 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

Edgewood Teacher Honored
Edgewood Elementary School teacher Patrice 

Huley is a 2021-2022 Armstrong Teacher Educator 
for the Indiana University School of Education.

The program 
recognizes teach-
ers from across the 
state, providing 
interactions with 
education faculty 
and students at the 
Bloomington cam-
pus. IU students 
also visit Armstrong 
teacher classrooms 
to observe and 
learn.

Huley is the fi rst 
Michigan City edu-
cator selected for 
the program. She 
was honored April 

15 during a virtual Celebration of Teaching. She 
also will receive an honorarium and participate in 
two panel discussions at the School of Education 
during the 2021-2022 academic year. 

Selection is based on recommendations from ad-
ministrators and peers, an application and a vid-
eo submission explaining the candidate’s teaching 
methods and philosophy. 

In her video, Huley highlighted the equity focus 
in her classroom, emphasizing that students are ex-
pected to be leaders of their own learning.

Huley began her career with Michigan City Area 
Schools seven years ago as an instructional assis-
tant at Edgewood. She has been teaching fourth 
grade there for the past fi ve years, and is a fourth-
grade teacher leader for the district. 

Patrice Huley is photographed with 
her Edgewood students.

Leeds Project Heart
Leeds Public House, 401 Franklin St., contin-

ues its Leeds Project Heart program by supporting 
Healthy Communities of LaPorte County and Cov-
ering Kids and Families Program in May.

Fifty percent of the proceeds from May’s 
drinks support Healthy Communities. Visit www.
leedspublichouse.com for more details.

FUMC Scholarship Applications
Thursday, June 3, is the deadline to submit ap-

plications for annual scholarships through First 
United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St.

The scholarships go to students entering an ac-
credited college or trade school, and those continu-
ing or resuming their education, regardless of age.  
Some awards require church membership; however, 
fi ve are open to the community:
• The Richard Presser Scholarship. Named for the 

late local educator, it goes to a graduating senior 
from Michigan City High School or Marquette 
Catholic High School. 

• The Timberlake Scholarship in memory of Joan 
Thomas Timberlake and Diane Fike Timberlake. 
Open to a non-traditional student, the appli-
cant must be a mother, at least 18 and an active 
member of any recognized church, synagogue or 
mosque. Residents of LaPorte, Porter and Ber-
rien counties are eligible.

• The Jean Kruse Scholarship, which goes to a stu-
dent pursuing an elementary education degree. 
Kruse was a longtime primary grade teacher in 
Michigan City.

• The Mabel Rhoades Scholarship, in memory of 
the registered nurse and nursing instructor who 
established the fi rst post-op recovery room in In-
diana. Nursing students may apply.

• The Swinehart/Bartholomew Scholarship, which 
goes to an arts major living in LaPorte County. 
Applicants must have completed at least one year, 
studying vocal music, instrumental music, theater 
or visual arts. The Swinehart and Bartholomew 
families have been involved in local music and 
community theater for three generations. 
Contact Higher Education Committee chair Sue 

Cassler at susan.cassler@comcast.net or (219) 362-
1421 for information or to obtain an application.

mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
mailto:susan.cassler@comcast.net
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.leedspublichouse.com
http://www.leedspublichouse.com
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For more than 35 years, The Beacher 
has existed as a free newspaper, and it 
will continue to do so. 
Amid the pandemic, 
however, small 
newspapers across 
the country are 

support themselves. 
So, we’ve created 

you can support 

Beacher patron.

Become a Patron!

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher  
to make a contribution

NMLS# 586279

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Mary Vrska
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 929-8950

HorizonBank.com

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

Jared Coller grew up in Jasper, Ind., learn-
ing percussion from his father, John Coller. Af-
ter high school, he continued his studies at Val-
paraiso University, where he performed works 
such as Paul Creston’s “Concertino for Marim-
ba and Chamber Concert Band,” Steve Reich’s 
“Nagoya Marimbas” with his father and Mark 
Ford’s “Stubernic Fantasy” with his father and 
the composer.

Coller also plays percussion/drum set for mu-
sicals across Northwest Indiana, with LaPorte 
City Band, Michigan City Municipal Band and 
Andrews University Symphony Orchestra. The 
music department paraprofessional for Edison 
Jr./Sr. High School in Lake Station, he is  going 
back to school to major in music education. 

Coller also is an endorsing artist for Artifact 
Percussion and Soultone Cymbals.

Jared Collier.

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has begun curbside 

pickup at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number 
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your 
library card number and he/she will check out the 
items and take them to a table at the parking space 
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their 
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman) 
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas 
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

For patrons with materials checked out before 
COVID-19 restrictions were in place, return them 
to the building drop boxes. Do not return them in 
bags. Do not return board games; those can be re- 
turned at a future date. Return eReaders into the 
Audio/Visual drop. 

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 100 
Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-7696) is 
located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. Westches-
ter Township History Museum (219-983-9715) is lo-
cated at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. The Baugher 
Center is located at 100 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

 Interior/Exterior Painter 
For Only $275 A Day

Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $550 A Day

 Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $750 A Day

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Hey U.G.L.Y. Annual Contest
Designed to turn negatives into positives, Hey 

U.G.L.Y. is asking students to create positive acro-
nyms for the words Dork, Fag, Geek, Hate, Loser, 
Racism, Moron or Stupid in its 18th annual contest.

Hey U.G.L.Y. stands for Unique Gifted Lovable 
You.

An independent panel of journalists, photog-
raphers and fi lmmakers will judge the entries for 
each category’s most impactful work. First prize for 
each contest is a certifi cate, T-shirt, $100 check and 
a press release sent out about the winners.

The deadline is May 31. All rules and regulations 
are available at www.AntiBullyingContests.org. 

Hey U.G.L.Y. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t that empow-
ers youth to be part of the solution to bullying, rac-
ism, substance abuse and suicide through self-es-
teem and empathy-building programs, curriculum, 
radio show and school assemblies. 

Native Plant Sale
Berrien Conservation District is taking orders for 

native wildfl owers and grasses, the deadline being  
Thursday, May 20.

Orders must be picked up Thursday, May 27, at 
Love Creek County Park and Nature Center, 9292 
Huckleberry Road, Berrien Center, Mich. Some 
species will be available to purchase the day of the 
event, with pickup from noon to 4 p.m. EDT. Orders 
can be made at www.berriencd.org, or a form can be 
mailed upon request.

Native plants are adapted to the region’s soils 
and climate, and require little maintenance once es-
tablished. They have strong, extensive root systems 
that help rainwater infi ltrate deep into the soil and 
protect it from erosion. 

Love Creek admission will be waived during pick-
up. Call Berrien Conservation District at (269) 471-
9111, Ext. 3, to request an order form or for more 
information.

Yoga in the Gardens
Instructor April Fallon will host the all-ages  

“Yoga in the Gardens” at 9:30 a.m. Thursdays, May 
20-Aug. 26, at Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. 
U.S. 12.

The one-hour classes cost $15 each and are cash 
only, paid directly to Fallon. Take a mat and water, 
and arrive early to take the fi ve-minute walk to the 
front of the Celebration Pavilion. More than enough 
space exists to ensure social distancing. Classes are 
held under the pavilion in case of rain.

http://www.AntiBullyingContests.org
http://www.berriencd.org
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219-214-0420

YOU CALL WE HAUL!YOU CALL WE HAUL!

Tired of asking your husband 
to get rid of that old junk?

RENT-A-MAN!
COMMERCIAL• RESIDENTIAL • SENIOR DISCOUNTS • SMALL DEMO

FORECLOSURE • COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT • FREE ESTIMATES

• COMPLETE
REMODELING

• ROOM
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

Sunset Social
LaPorte Young Professionals will host its fi rst in-

person event of the year, Sunset Social, from 6-9 p.m. 
Thursday, May 20, at Stone Lake Beach, LaPorte.

The free event includes food, games and network-
ing. Visit tinyurl.com/m47xj5tx to register.

Fernwood Botanical Garden
• Outdoor Yoga from noon to 1:15 p.m. EDT

Friday and Saturday, May 14-15.
Join instructor Deirdre Guthrie for the all-levels 

class. Visit https://spore-studios.com/yoga/ for de-
tails or to register.

• Member Dog Days from 8 to 10 a.m. EDT
Saturday, May 15.

Exclusive to members, dogs must be on a lead, 
and owners must clean up after them. Check Fern-
wood’s Facebook page for a weather status update 
the Friday before.

❑

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve 
is located at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. 
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confi rm the sta-
tus of classes.

“Outstanding Women in History” 
The National Society Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution, Rebecca Dewey Chapter, named 
Charlotte “Lottie” Wilson and Aunt Melissa Gibson 
Brown as two “Outstanding Women in History.”

Born in Niles, Mich., Wilson was the fi rst person of 
color to attend The Art Institute of Chicago, and the 
fi rst African American to graduate from The School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago. A nationally known 
artist and suffragist, she created busts of famous 
African Americans such as Frederick Douglass and 
Phillis Wheatley. In 1892, she gifted a painting of 
Charles Sumner to Provident Hospital in Chicago, 
and in 1894 a painting of Booker T. Washington to 
the Tuskegee Institute.   

Brown likely was the fi rst of her family born a 
free person. Her family escaped slavery, traveling 
from South Carolina to “Ramptown” in Cass County, 
where she was born. Her parents were Hugh Gibson 
and Matilda Porter. Her family assisted runaway 
slaves who found safety in Ramptown or briefl y 
stopped there before heading north to freedom. It 
was not long before she helped these people in the 
same manner as her parents. She later became an 
ordained preacher with the African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Benton Harbor, Mich., where her 
revivals drew large crowds of people. She is buried 
in Bethel Cemetery. 

Visit www.dar.org or email rebecca.deweyto@
gmail.com for more details.

http://www.furniturewerks.com
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.dar.org
https://spore-studios.com/yoga/
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
http://www.fernwoodbotani-cal.org
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Activities to Explore 
In the Area:
May 14 — 5x5 event, 5 p.m., The Beverly Shores 

Depot Museum & Art Gallery, 525 S. Broadway. 
Registration: www.bsdepot.com

May 15 — Youth & Family Birding Day, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m., Indiana Dunes State Park Nature Center, 
1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Free. 
Info: https://indunesbirdingfestival.com/ 

May 15 — “Sew a Yoga Mat Bag,” LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Two 
sessions: 10 a.m.-noon, 2-4 p.m. Registration: www.
laportelibrary.org

May 15 — Family Day, 1-4 p.m., Lubeznik Center 
for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Free. Info: (219) 874-
4900, www.lubeznikcenter.org

May 16 — Bird Buffet, 10 a.m., Indiana Dunes 
State Park Nature Center, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

May 16 — Photo Scavenger Hunt, noon-4 p.m., 
Indiana Dunes State Park Nature Center, 1600 N. 
County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-
1390.

May 18 — LaPorte Street Walk, “That Was Then, 
This Is Now,” LaPorte County Public Library, 904 
Indiana Ave. Two sessions: 4-5 p.m., 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

May 19 — Virtual Memorial Day, 2-3 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library Coolspring Branch 
Meeting Room, 6925 W. County Road 400 North. 
Registration: www.laportelibrary.org 

Through June 5 — New exhibits, “Lost and 
Looking” & “Pipelines and Borderlines: The Art of 
Survival,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

Through June 30 — “Organic Art,” The Lega-
cy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints Catholic 
Church campus, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Viewing hours: 
6 a.m.-8 p.m. Info: jessicar@qas.org

Wednesdays — Virtual Story Time, 10 a.m., 
through Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/

Saturdays — Michigan City Farmers Market, 8 
a.m.-noon, Eighth and Washington streets (Uptown 
Arts District). 

Second Saturdays — Free sunset yoga w/ Lau-
ralee Sikorski, 1 hour before sunset (specifi c time 
TBD), Long Beach Realty Stop 31 location. Limited 
parking. Updates: Long Beach Realty Facebook page.

Sundays (except May 16) — Miller Woods 
Hike, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Paul Douglas Center for Envi-
ronmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller 
Beach neighborhood. Reservations: (219) 395-1824. 

In the Region
May 14-15 — Outdoor Yoga, noon-1:15 p.m. EDT, 

through Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature 
Preserve, 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Reg-
istration: https://spore-studios.com/yoga

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
http://www.bsdepot.com
https://indunesbirdingfestival.com/
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
mailto:jessicar@qas.org
http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
https://spore-studios.com/yoga
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Brochures
May 16 — The School of American Music free 

outdoor student showcase, 2 p.m. EDT, Three Oaks 
Arts and Education Center, 14 Elm St. Info: www.
schoolofamericanmusic.com

Through June 6 — New exhibits, “A Walk in the 
Woods: The Poetry of Landscape” & “Ralph Bower: 
Goshen Woodcarver,” Midwest Museum of Ameri-
can Art, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart. Hours (Eastern): 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tue.-Fri./1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Admis-
sion: $10/adults, $8/college students & students 13-
18, $6/students 8-12. Info: www.midwestmuseum.
us, (574) 293-6660.

Through June 6 — New exhibits, “Boom Bloom” 
& “The Undetectable Presence: A Selection of Sculp-
ture,” Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, 
Mich. Info: www.krasl.org

Tuesdays/Fridays — Open Studios for 18 and 
older, 1-4 p.m., Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. Coun-
ty Road 400 East, Valparaiso. Cost: $5/day. Regis-
tration: tinyurl.com/8hmejvp9

Vickers Theatre — Now showing: “The Courier.” 
Rated PG-13. Times: 2:45 p.m. May 14 & 16, 6 p.m. 
May 15. Also: “The Truffl e Hunters.” Not Rated. 
Times: 6 p.m. May 14 & 16, 2:45 p.m. May 15 & 17. 
All times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Info: (269) 756-3522. www.vick-
erstheatre.com

Want your event listed in Activities?
The weekly deadline is noon Thursday
(219) 879-0088 • drew@thebeacher.com

LaPorte Little Theatre Auditions
LaPorte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St., will hold 

auditions for “High School Musical” on Sunday and 
Monday, May 16-17.

Times are 4 to 6 p.m. Sunday, May 16, and 6 to 8 
p.m. Monday, May 17. The cast requires actors 12 
and older, with two non-singing adults needed. The 
script calls for skaters, thespians, jocks and cheer-
leaders.

Those seeking a main role should prepare 30-60 
seconds of a song. For those interested in the en-
semble, small group auditions may be held. Individ-
uals can sing a capella or to a device, or take sheet 
music. Dress comfortably and conservatively. Cho-
reography is planned, so do not wear fl ip-fl ops.

The directors are Katy Gartland and Holly Welsh. 
Erin Imer is the vocal director, Andrew Tallackson 
the musical director and Kyle Liedtke the drumline 
director. Performances are July 23-25 and July 30-
Aug 1. Rehearsals are from 7 to 9 p.m., and not ev-
ery night.

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
http://www.midwestmuseum
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.vick-erstheatre.com
http://www.vick-erstheatre.com
http://www.vick-erstheatre.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Typesetting

On May 13, 1867, Jefferson Davis, president of 
the Confederate States of America during the Civil 
War, was released from a Union prison after post-
ing  $100,000 bail. He then was promptly brought 
to trial on charges of treason.

On May 13, 1918, the fi rst U.S. airmail stamps, 
featuring a picture of an airplane, were introduced. 
On some of the stamps, the airplane was printed 
upside-down, making them collector’s items.

On May 13, 1940, Winston Churchill, in his fi rst 
speech before the House of Commons as British 
Prime Minister, said: “I have nothing to offer but 
blood, toil, tears and sweat.”

On May 13, 2003, the federal government unveiled 
a more colorful version of the $20 bill.

On May 14, 1607, the fi rst permanent English set-
tlement in America began at Jamestown, Va.

On May 14, 1853, Brooklyn’s Gale Borden — found-
er of the Borden Milk Co. — applied for a patent for 
condensed milk.

On May 14, 1942, Congress established the “Wom-
en’s Auxiliary Army Corps.”

On May 14, 1973, Skylab, the fi rst U.S. space sta-
tion, was launched from Florida.

On May 14, 1998, the hit sitcom “Seinfeld” aired its 
fi nal episode after nine years on NBC,

On May 15, 1797, President John Adams called 
Congress into its fi rst special session to take up the 
French-American crises.

On May 15, 1856, Lyman Frank Baum, author 
of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, was born in Chit-
tenango, N.Y.

On May 15, 1902, Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley 
was born in Chicago.

On May 15, 1930, Ellen Church, the fi rst airline 
stewardess, was assigned to a United Airlines fl ight 
between San Francisco and Cheyenne, Wyo.

On May 15, 1940, in New York City, nylon stock-
ings fi rst went on sale. Women bought up 4 million 
pair in the fi rst few hours, and the Japanese silk 
industry went into a permanent tailspin.

On May 16, 1770, Marie Antoinette, she of “let them 
eat cake” fame, married France’s King Louis XVI.

On May 16, 1866, Congress authorized the Trea-
sury Department to manufacture and circulate the 
fi rst 5-cent piece. Referred to as the “nickel,” it con-
tained 25 percent nickel and 75 percent copper.

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://thebeacher.com
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On May 16, 1868, the Senate failed by one vote to 
convict President Andrew Johnson as it took its fi rst 
vote, on one of 11 articles of impeachment.

On May 16, 1920, Joan of Arc was canonized in 
Rome.

On May 16, 1929, the Academy Awards were giv-
en for the fi rst time. “Wings” won the award for 
best movie, Emil Jennings for best actor and Janet 
Gaynor for best actress.

On May 16, 1946, the musical “Annie Get Your 
Gun” opened on Broadway.

On May 17, 1792, the New York Stock Exchange 
was founded by brokers meeting under a tree locat-
ed on what is now Wall Street.

On May 17, 1875, in the fi rst running of the Ken-
tucky Derby, Astrides won by two lengths.

On May 17, 1946, President Harry Truman seized 
control of the nation’s railroads, delaying a threat-
ened strike by engineers and trainsmen.

On May 17, 1985, United Airlines pilots began a 
strike which would last for 29-days.

On May 17, 1998, Yankees pitcher David Wells 
became the 13th player in modern MLB history to 
throw a perfect game as he retired all 27 batters he 
faced in a 4-0 victory over the Minnesota Twins.

On May 18, 1852, Massachusetts became the fi rst 
state to make school attendance mandatory for chil-
dren between the ages of 8 and 14.

On May 18, 1910, Halley’s comet disappeared from 
Earthly view as it moved across the face of the sun.

On May 18, 1953, American Jacqueline Cochran 
became the fi rst woman to travel faster than the 
speed of sound as she piloted a North American 
F-86 Canadair over Rogers Dry Lake, Calif.

On May 18, 1980, the biggest eruption in 123 years 
took place on Washington’s Mount St. Helens. The 
blast took 1,300 feet off the top of the mountain, 
leaving at least 57 dead or missing. Ash from the 
explosion traveled completely around the world.

On May 19, 1780, in the early afternoon, much of 
New England, as well as parts of Canada, were en-
veloped in a sudden inexplicable darkness. What 
triggered this event has never been determined.

On May 19, 1876, Philadelphia was host city for 
an exposition marking 100 years of American inde-
pendence.

On May 19, 1930, playwright Lorraine Hansberry 
(“A Raisin in the Sun”) was born in Chicago.

On May 19, 1962, during a Democratic fundraiser 
in New York actress Marilyn Monroe performed a 
sultry rendition of “Happy Birthday” for President 
John F. Kennedy.

On May 19, 1992, Vice President Dan Quayle criti-
cized the sitcom “Murphy Brown” for having its title 
character decide to bear a child out of wedlock.

mailto:beacher@adsnet.com
http://www.bbpnet.com/
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CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Local family trying to find their forever home!

We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community 
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage. 
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Looking for a pianist or accompanist for your wedding, audition or 
special event? Classically trained, with experience in local community 

theater and as church worship team keyboardist. 
Call Drew at (219) 873-6248.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
New Special: Indian pottery, 25 percent off; Indian books, art and other 

items, 50% off. Special note: Warehouse sale begins May 10.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

LEFTY HAS BALLS
Golf, basket, foot, bocce, NERF balls. Baseball & softball gloves by 

Rawlings, Regent, Nike, Nakona and Wilson, $10 each. All things golf. 
Full sets $30 & up. We now have pull carts! Large selection of T-shirts, 
vests, windbreakers, hats and team jerseys and sweatshirts. Seek the 
unique at Lefty’s Pro Shop. Surfboards, custom-built portable massage 
table, “Hoosiers” and “Easy Rider” movie posters. James Dean stuff & 
much much more. Call for a socially distanced privacy appointment. 

(219) 873-0858. KEEP IT IN THE SHORT GRASS & PREPARE FOR AN 
ENDLESS SUMMER.

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 15 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 
or email BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Kelly’s Cleaning Services LLC
Rentals • Residential • Commercial • Windows
Call (219) 229-3116 for your free quote today!

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only, 
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows. 

Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.
  terrystandring@hotmail.com

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

LLOYD’S – DUNES SERVICES
Roofing • Painting • Tree Removal • Stump/brush removal

Gutter guards-cleaning • Power washing • Raking • All home repairs
Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.

Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile • Renovation
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

 B&B Handyman Services 
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do 

anything. No job too big or too small!
THE EXTERIOR REPAIR MAN

EXTERIOR WORK (LEWIS): Leak & shingle repair. Small roof projects. 
Siding: fascia, soffits, windows, doors. Seamless Gutters: installation, 

screens, adjustment, downspouts. Minor deck repairs. Call Lewis at (219) 
210-7015. Plenty of references. Lic./insured

Keeping It Growing LLC is a locally owned small business that believes 
in strong customer relationships, and that communication is key. We  

offer a variety of services to our Residential and Commercial irrigation 
customers, which include the following: Spring Start Ups, Mid-Season 
Checks & Winterizations. We provide routine maintenance to irrigation 

systems, and additions to existing systems. We also offer backflow test-
ing performed by our state-certified technician. We take pride in our work 
by providing complete customer satisfaction. Our office hours are 8 a.m.-
3 p.m. Mon.-Fri., and we do offer Saturday appointments upon request. 
Call or email us to schedule an appointment today @ (219) 575-7022 

or amy@keepingitgrowing.com.
Huny Do Guy

Do you have a “Honey Do” list of jobs or chores that never seem to get 
done? Then, perhaps it’s time to get a hold of the Hun. Responsible 

gentleman, early 60s able to help out. Contact Jeff @ 
writerbytrade@yahoo.com or call/text (219) 395-6221.

DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.
EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED

Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:terrystandring@hotmail.com
mailto:amy@keepingitgrowing.com
mailto:writerbytrade@yahoo.com
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JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email:  bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
THE DECK DOCTOR

Now’s the time to protect your deck. Power wash, stain/seal, exterior 
wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana since 

1993. Call (219) 299-9461.
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning, 
snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.

 Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or 

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small 
tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

RB’s SERVICES
Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (spring/fall cleanup). Lot clearings, 
haul away debris- house/garage, landscaping needs. Handyman work. 

Power washing – houses, drives, etc. In services since 1987. 
Roger at (219) 561-4008.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!

Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees, as well as seasonal summer 

help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, servers, buss staff, dishwashers. Will 
train. Email letter of intent and resume to FishcampMC@gmail.com

Cleaning help wanted once a month, four hours. General cleaning. 
Phone (219) 229-2723
Town of Long Beach 

WATER DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTING MANAGER
Part-Time Position, Thursday-Friday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

POSITION SUMMARY: The Water Department accounting manager will 
provide administrative, accounting and clerical support for the Town of 

Long Beach Water Department. 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES include but are not limited to: Office 
reception, customer service, record keeping and file management. Must 

have strong accounting background in Accounts Payable, General Ledger, 
General Ledger Reporting, Budgets and Bank Reconciliation. Cross-train 

with Accounts Receivable to assist residents with billing questions.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE: High school diploma or GED. 
Computer skills and knowledge of relevant software. Knowledge of 

accounting and office administrative procedures and systems, such as 
accounting, filing and customer service.

Qualified candidates should email their resume to: 
LBWaterDept@lbpdin.com or FAX to (219) 879-6099.

Looking for part-time, reliable, dependable cleaning lady. Must have 
a car, experience a plus. Call Rita after 9 a.m. at 

(219) 878-9311 or (630) 596-6119.
WANTED: HISTORICAL MUSEUM DOCENTS

Michigan City’s Old Lighthouse Museum needs volunteers for 4-hour 
weekend shifts. No experience necessary. Call Jim at (219) 872-6133.

Long Beach Summer Camp is hiring camp counselors for Summer 
Camp 2021. Contact longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com 

for applications & information
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 
lures, reels, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

Want to Buy: Used 50cc scooter. Good condition/brand. 
Text/call/leave message at (219) 775-1998.

HOME WATCH
HOME WATCH SERVICES: Home Watch of Southwest Michigan pro-

vides periodic house checks to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while 
you’re away. INSURED, ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit 

and free quote, contact us today!
  info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • mihomewatch.com 

Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 

in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

SUMMER RENTAL AVAILABLE! Prof. decorated, large living room, 
sleeps 4-6 w/ all amenities. Large yard and beach access. 

Email jmuldo@yahoo.com for more details.
317 Groveland, Michiana Shores • 5BR house in forest by lake 

A little place of quiet and calm in a very cool setting. It is hard to find a 
five-bedroom cabin in the woods because usually they’re a lot smaller. 

Appliances, wonderful fireplace, beautiful vintage windows and a beautiful 
setting. We have a fire pit and lovely cozy summer porch.We accommo-

date for 30 days minimum of a stay. $6,000 a month. Call (847) 769-7800

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:FishcampMC@gmail.com
mailto:LBWaterDept@lbpdin.com
mailto:longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
mailto:jmuldo@yahoo.com
http://www.thebeacher.com


May 13, 2021Page 42
THE

Rhapsody by Mitchell James Kaplan (hard-
cover, $27 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook. 342 pages.)

If ever a book could sing, this one would be a sym-
phony. There’s plenty in it about music to keep you 
reading, but it’s the story of one special lady who 
handles the baton. Let me introduce you to a musi-
cal discourse covered with history and wrapped in 
the songs of America the whole world was beginning 
to sit up and pay attention to.

Classical artist meets Broadway. 
Bach meets Duke Ellington. This 
week’s book is a musical soundbite of 
America in the fi rst half of the 20th cen-
tury. Classical kept the highbrows en-
tertained at their soirees, while jazz at 
the speakeasy helped the lower classes 
forget their troubles for a few hours. 
And George Gershwin met Katherine 
Swift (whom he only calls Kay), and 
the musical world turned upside down.

Kay Swift will forever be known as 
the fi rst woman to compose an entire 
score of a musical play: 1930’s “Fine and 
Dandy.” For the rest of us, she will be 
remembered as the woman who loved, 
and was loved by, George Gershwin.

What makes this special is that the author throws 
in all these amazing things from 1917-1937. It was 
a time of turmoil in politics, great wealth and great 
poverty, changing morals. The country saw the com-
ing popularity of the automobile, the radio bringing 
news and entertainment into our homes, the strug-
gle of a nation falling into a deep depression while 
producing the world’s tallest buildings. Everything 
from the sublime to the ridiculous.

For the most part, however, this is the story of Kay 
Swift, pianist/composer, wife of millionaire Jimmy 
Warburg, mother of three daughters, and lover of 
America’s great composer, George Gershwin.

Yes, this is a love triangle swirling around music 
— it permeates the air, fi lls the senses, creates his-
torical fi ction like no other. Music and biographical 
lovers will sing and whistle tunes after reading this 
absorbing tale of a place, a time and three people 
whose lives are entwined for all eternity.

As the scarecrow said in “The Wizard of Oz,” it’s 
always best to start at the beginning, so here we go…

Kay is a musical prodigy, no doubt. She attends 
the Institute of Musical Art — you and I know it 
today as the Juilliard School of Music. She becomes 
a star at the institute, longing to play on the inter-
national stage. Even the great Gustav Mahler pays 
her a compliment.

In 1917, playing with the Edith Rubel Trio on the 

salon circuit, she meets Jimmy Warburg. He comes 
from a wealthy family whose father helped set up 
the Federal Reserve banking system. Jimmy would 
become a fi nancial advisor to FDR, but his real pas-
sion was poetry, which comes as a surprise to Kay.

After the courtship, Jimmy and Kay marry on 
June 1, 1918, in her parents’ apartment. The War-
burgs wanted Kay, a Christian, to convert to Juda-
ism, but since neither she nor Jimmy are religious, 
they object and are married by a city magistrate.

Six years and three daughters later, in the winter 
of 1924, Jimmy takes Kay to the theater 
to hear a new piano concerto written by 
George Gershwin, “Rhapsody in Blue.” 
That’s all it takes. Kay is mesmerized by 
this new sound in music.

It doesn’t take long before Kay meets 
Gershwin and he introduces her to jazz 
and the jazz masters at The Cotton Club. 
Soon, the pair is collaborating on mu-
sic with George’s brother, Ira, providing 
much of the lyrics. On her own compos-
ing, Kay fi nds Jimmy to be a good source 
of lyrics, and they publish some music 
under her maiden name, Kay Swift, and 
his as Paul James. Successfully compos-
ing music with two men? Now that’s an 
accomplishment!

Well, well, Kay, here she is in love with two men. 
Where do you go from here? Problem is, Kay discovers 
her marriage is not what she thought it was.  “Jimmy 
traveled often, spending months abroad. He delighted 
in sexual escapades. This he had confessed four years 
ago, after Katherine happened upon evidence.”  

Somehow, Kay and Jimmy manage to live to-
gether for the sake of social propriety and the chil-
dren. She could have gone ahead and divorced him, 
but would George marry her? He always says he 
isn’t the marrying kind. Kay continues her love for 
George and her musical collaboration with him un-
til 1934, when Jimmy fi nally asks for a divorce…

End of story? Not quite. There is so much packed 
into this book, it almost defi es possibility. 

For example, Kaplan goes into the making of 
“Porgy and Bess” — how George invests his own 
money to get it produced because Broadway bigwigs 
are shocked he doesn’t want to cast white singers 
using “blackface,” but black performers instead. Not 
an acceptable thing to do in 1930s America, and the 
box offi ce take shows it.

Kay’s story is one of great musical accomplish-
ments, and her love of George. And while she loved 
her children, she wasn’t the stay-at-home mother 
type. One thing’s for sure, you won’t be bored read-
ing this book.

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/2.1ba / $529,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012

1660n500.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

4br/2ba / $499,000
Jordan Gallas • 219.861.3659

304northbrookdrive.info

NEW BUFFALO

3br/1ba / $265,000
Mario Zarantenello • 312.925.8552

13115fedde.info

LONG BEACH 

5br/4.1ba / $765,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012
2404shorewooddrive.info

NEW BUFFALO

2br/2ba / $575,000
Liz Roch • 312.636.8751

120waterb.info

LONG BEACH

3br/2.1ba / $1,575,000
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090 
2930lakeshoredrive.info

NEW CARLISLE 

4br/4ba / $798,000
Lora Schmitt • 219.575.2412

8421heronlakedr.info 

LAPORTE 

5br /5ba / $1,695,000
Will Schauble • 312.860.4192 

4717w150n.info

NEW BUFFALO

3br/3ba / $1,150,000
Will Schauble • 312.860.4192 

11608marquette.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360
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Offered at $220,000 Offered at $169,900

Offered at $389,900 $21,000 Over Asking


