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Jurassic Mark
by William Halliar

Mark Tarner is intent on having his Indiana Dinosaur Museum open by December 2023.

M
ark Tarner has a life motto: “Don’t 
talk — Do!” 

He is a man with big dreams who 
works tirelessly to bring them to re-
ality. He recently told multimedia 

journalist Mark Peterson of South Bend’s WNDU 
16 News Now, “I don’t golf, don’t have a vacation 
home. I just love to work.” 

Sound like a boring life?
Not on your sweet tooth!
You may not know Mark personally, but you defi -

nitely know him through his business endeavors. He 
is the owner and driving creative force behind The 
South Bend Chocolate Co., which has been bringing 

sweet delights to folks of the region under its own 
banner — Michigan City’s Lighthouse Place-Premi-
um Outlets is home to one of its locations — and 
to the rest of the country as an ingredient in many 
other brands, for more than 30 years.

Now, Mark is building what will become a one-
of-a-kind attraction at the southwest corner of the 
U.S. 20 and U.S. 31, on the outskirts of South Bend: 
a virtual showplace for food, culture and history in 
northern Indiana.

A brand new chocolate factory is being construct-
ed that will be open for tours, including — hold your 
breath — free samples along the tour route. Under 

Continued on Page 2
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the same roof will be his famous Chocolate Muse-
um tracing chocolate’s history, uses and production 
from its origins to present day. 

A third attraction will be housed in the same 
massive complex: the state’s fi rst and only Indiana 
Dinosaur Museum. The goal is for the museum to 
open in late 2023. According to WNDU’s Peterson, 
this new adventure has led some in the area to dub 
Tarner as “Jurassic Mark”

Mark’s dream is to create an interactive experi-
ence in which children can discover and help curate, 
clean and preserve real dinosaur bones. 

“If we are working on turtle fossils,” Mark says, 
“we will have real live turtles on hand to study and 
compare the fossils to.”

Mark intends his new museum to be part zoo-
part research lab for fossils.

Mark enjoys reading and learning, deriving great 
pleasure from making his dreams become a reality. 
His 90-acre site at 24820 U.S. 20, South Bend, will 

The skeleton for Indiana Dinosaur Museum takes shape.

become a destination for tourists from around the 
country and the world, as well as students and lo-
cals who hopefully return often to help with clean-
ing and preserving ancient dinosaur bones. A big 
plus is the opportunity to work side by side with 
real paleontologists.

Rachael Tarner, Mark’s daughter-in-law, is photographed with a 
stack of bones that will be part of the museum.

Jurassic Mark
Continued from Page 1
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Located on a continental divide, the 90-acre plot 
of wooded land punctuated by open prairies will fea-
ture walking trails with observation decks and cozy 
spots to eat a picnic lunch away from the hustle and 
bustle of surrounding activities...all the while, the 
smell of sweet chocolate will permeate the breezes 
that fi lter through the stands of hardwood forests.

Howard Park Public House will provide food 
items, while South Bend Farms will host events 
featuring harvests of the seasons surrounded and 
dipped in chocolate dreams.

Mark became interested in digging up dinosaur 
bones as a young child. As long as he can remember, 
he was a rock hound, always searching for unusual 
specimens, especially those that contained fossils. 
While I was on a recent tour of the construction site 
with Mark, he often stopped to pick up an interest-
ing rock and explain its origin. 

He certainly has a knack for fi nding fossils, under-

Mark Tarner talks about the Indiana Dinosaur Museum, 
with construction visible in the background

standing how to read formations on the ground. He 
has made many friends among the ranchers in Mon-
tana’s Hell’s Creek Formation near Jordan, Mont. 
Actually, the formation covers portions of Montana, 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming. Mark 
spends several weeks a year there exploring rocks 
deposited during the Jurassic Era, which ended 145 
million years ago. This is where he made his most 
spectacular fi nd: the almost complete skeleton of a 
duck-billed hadrosaur, which he painstakingly ex-
cavated from the surrounding rock. Carefully re-
moving the bones, Mark discovered there also were 
skin impressions left in the surrounding rock.

This hadrosaur, which Mark lovingly named af-
ter his wife, Juliette, will serve as the focal point of 
the Indiana Dinosaur Museum. 

Mark has spent hundreds of hours on dig sites. 
While not in the fi eld, he studies what others have 
discovered and written. His passion, this labor of 

Continued on Page 4
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love, has made him an expert on the subject. As 
young paleontologists work side by side with him 
on the dig sites, they learn from his experiences.

Mark has collected more than 600 dinosaur bones, 
some as large as a small car, that he has stored in 
a warehouse ready for placement in the new mu-
seum. Many will be available for visitors to the mu-
seum to handle and work with as they join Mark in 
the hands-on adventure of dinosaur hunting.

Mark also likes to keep people 
updated on the progress of the 
building site through the Facebook 
page Indiana Dinosaur Museum, 
which be found at www.facebook.
com/indianadinosaurmuseum/. For 
example, a video posted Sept. 27 
shows the skeleton of the build-
ing in its entirety. In another video 
post, Mark is seen discussing how 
his dream has been to combine his 
two passions: chocolate and dino-
saurs. And, he expresses his hopes 
that the site becomes not only a re-
gional attraction, but a national one 
as well.

The COVID-19 pandemic, in-
deed, put the project behind sched-
ule somewhat; however, enthusi-
asm for it has not been dampened. 
Mark still projects an opening date 
for this amazing entertainment and 
educational complex in December 2023. 

The South Bend Tribune reported that the city will 
bestow $2.7 million to Tarner to fi nish the building. 
The condition was that Tarner invest about $15.4 
million on the endeavor.

In a meeting with the South Bend Common Coun-
cil, Mark was quoted in The South Bend Tribune as 

Jurassic Mark
Continued from Page 3

Rachael Tarner, Mark’s daughter-in-law, is photographed with visitors Collin and Dillon Gallagher. 
Behind them is a dinosaur bone covered in plaster to protect it in transport. It is as long as the trailer.

saying, “We had no intentions of coming to anybody 
for any money prior to the COVID, and we’ve done 
a great job recovering as a company. Of course, in 
construction, there’s been a lot of infl ation. The bulk 
of the funds are for the dinosaur museum, which is 
a nonprofi t that my wife and I established.”

The city, according to The South Bend Tribune, 
previously supported the project with $1.4 million 
for infrastructure improvements. The puts the city’s 
total commitment at $4.1 million. A sign of the city’s 
believe in Mark’s endeavors.

“Nothing is impossible,” he exclaims. This place, 

he adds, will be fun and educational for moms, dads, 
kids, grandmas and grandpas. Nothing brings out 
the kid in a person like dinosaurs, and to be able 
to touch the bones and work with them will make 
this museum a place that will inspire people. Add to 
the mix the enticing delights of chocolate candy, and 
you have a surefi re hit of an attraction.

An artist 
rendering of 
the completed 
Indiana Dinosaur 
Museum.

http://www.facebook
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Footlight Players will present the third produc-
tion of its 73rd season, Don Zolidis’ “The Holiday 
Channel Christmas Movie Wonderthon,” on Dec. 
2-4 and 8-11 at Footlight Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. 

Director Denise Barkow, in a press release, de-
scribes the show as a “satire or spoof of the Hall-
mark Christmas movies in which six (count ‘em, 
six) cute couples go through the basic pattern of Sad 
Situation, Meet Cute, Goes Wrong, Grand Gesture 
and Happy Ending all at the same time.”  

Two narrators — Amanda Saqui, Valparaiso, and 
Teagin Powers, Chesterton — help move the action 
along.

In the play, Evergreen Inn’s host, Holly (Liz 
Graupner, Chesterton), assisted by her best friend 
Bridgett (Bobbi Ann Lauritsen, LaPorte), struggles 
to maintain an upbeat atmosphere while business 
is slow. Creepy real-estate tycoon Laertes (Bruce 
Stahl, Michigan City) wants to bulldoze the inn. 
Then comes the blizzard. 

The cast also includes: Adam Wogomon, Brien 

Rissman, Jill Thomas, Kaelie Winebrenner, Kristin 
Allison, Michael J. Thomas and Noel Carlson, all of 
Michigan City; Ed Ryscuck and Jill Ritchie, Ches-
terton; Josefi na Reign, Valparaiso; and Carmen Na-
varro and Rick Henderson, LaPorte. 

The crew includes: production manager/set dress-
er Joy Davidson; assistant director David Mikolajc-
zyk; set designer Tony Thomas; scenic artist Chris 
Whybrew; light designer Michael J. Thomas; sound 
designer Veronica Thomas; costumer Bobbi Ann 
Lauritsen; and Kathy Chase designing the hair and 
makeup. Lara West is the stage manager.

Performances are Dec. 2-4 and 8-11. Thursday-
Saturday shows are at 7:30 p.m., with Sunday mati-
nees at 2 p.m. Tickets are $17 for adults and $10 for 
children 12 and younger. All tickets Dec. 8 are $12.  

There is no assigned seating, and reservations 
are strongly encouraged by calling (219) 874-4035 
or visiting www.footlightplayers.org

Patron program donors can use complimentary 
passes for any performance.

Footlight Show to Spoof Hallmark Christmas Movies

Real-estate tycoon Laertes (Bruce Stahl, from left) and Evergreen Inn owner Holly (Liz Graupner) face off as best friend Bridgett 
(Bobbi Ann Lauritsen) mediates the rough discussion. Photo by Lara West.

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

http://www.footlightplayers.org


December 1, 2022 Page 7
THE

2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070
2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

PAT TYM
ABR, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.210.0324

ANA ·  219.874.7070

GROUPGROUP

MAY ALL ROADS LEAD YOU home



December 1, 2022Page 8
THE

Scott Highberger is a testament to faith salvag-
ing a life spinning precariously out of control.

In and out of prison. Addicted to drugs and alco-
hol. Unable to sustain meaningful relationships. 

That was the crux of Highberger’s existence. 
Then, he stepped through the doors of Road to Life 

Church, 7056 W. County Road 450 North. Met its 
pastor, Dave Gargano, and members of the church 
family. Slowly, but surely, his life came into focus. 
His faith brought a new calm, an order, to daily life.

At the precise moment when he could have been 
locked away for 20 years, Highberger owned up to 
his past, prepared to accept whatever punishment 
came his way. Instead came an act of grace.

Today, Highberger, who grew up in Michigan City 
and Chesterton, is the founder with his wife Danni-
elle of Behind the Wire Ministries, a nonprofi t faith-
based organization created in 2019 that serves the 
incarcerated population, offering transitional hous-
ing to men when released.

Highberger and Gargano now are the subject 
of the faith-based fi lm “Pardoned by Grace” that 
is taken from Highberger’s 2018 book Behind the 
Wire: A Prisoner’s Journey to the Pulpit. The mov-
ie, shot throughout the area — including Michigan 
City— stars Joey Lawrence as Highberger and con-
temporary Christian singer Michael W. Smith as 
Gargano.

A screening of the fi lm was held in October at 
Road to Life Church. And with Highberger and his 

Movie With Local Ties Celebrates Faith’s Triumph Over Addiction, Recidivism  
by Andrew Tallackson

Joey Lawrence stars as Scott Highberger in “Pardoned by Grace.” The scene here was shot in Washington Park.

Scott Highberger (left) is photographed with actor Joey Lawrence
on the set of the fi lm.
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wife now residing in Loogootee, 
Ind., near Vincennes, The Beacher
was able to set up a subsequent in-
terview with him and Gargano at 
the same time via Zoom.

Highberger has nothing but 
praise for what director Kevan 
Otto and screenwriters Mark E. 
McCann and Melissa Stamper 
achieved with his story.

“Seeing the development from 
where I came out of and where I am 
today, it’s proof, it’s evidence, that 
it can happen,” he said. “There are 
so many people caught in destruc-
tive lifestyles. What I like to say is, 
I was set free so I can be set loose. 
God would give me something to do 
and something to say. 

“I feel like they did a really good 
job of depicting being stuck in that cycle for the 
fi rst two-thirds of the fi lm,” he continued, “and then 
what freedom looked like on the other side of that, 
at least the beginning of it, what can happen, and 
how productive someone can be.”

Gargano admits he became emotional the fi rst 
time he saw the fi lm.

“A lot of Scott’s story, I knew, but to see it on fi lm, 
before I met Scott, when it comes to the part of him 
and me, and what God did through his life, I might 
have given him an opportunity, but God would have 
given him an opportunity anywhere,” he said. “To 
know that Scott’s doing great things still and touch-
ing lives all over the world — it’s not the end, but 
the beginning.”

Now 45, Highberger said people who read his book 
inspired him to pitch it as a movie. Reaching out to 
faith-based production companies, he found a home 
for his story at Graham Family Films, a marketing 
and production company started in Nashville, Tenn. 
Its focus is movies, TV shows and other projects.

A few of the fi lm’s fl ashbacks reach back to when 
Highberger was 16, but the bulk of it explores the 
destructive lifestyle that consumed him in his 20s 

and 30s. Many scenes were fi lmed in Chesterton, 
the prison scenes at Porter County Jail. Michigan 
City factors into the equation. Washington Park, in 
fact, fi lls in for Florida. Another scene, which fea-
tures Lawrence as Highberger, shows him walking 
down Franklin Street not far from The Beacher.

Plenty of local talent appears in the fi lm, includ-
ing Road to Life congregation members (Gargano 
included), Alexander Bonner, a familiar face in lo-
cal community theater, as an inmate, and Michigan 
City’s Brenda Reiser as Highberger’s mother.

Highberger said Dean Cain, who rose to fame 
as Clark Kent/Superman on TV’s “Lois & Clark,” 
initially was considered to play him, but that fell 
through. Lawrence then took on the role. 

Gargano said he and Smith talked quite a bit so 
he could prepare for the fi lm. Everyone was blown 
away that Smith took a break from touring to join 
the production, Gargano and Highberger said. The 
script, they added, made him want to be involved.

The movie does not paint Highberger’s journey as 
easy. It delves heavily into his recidivism, the hold 
that drugs and alcohol had over him.

Dave Gargano (right) is photographed with Michael W. Smith, who plays him in the fi lm.

Continued on Page 10
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“They really wanted to show how lost I was, and 
anybody who’s been in that cycle can totally relate 
to that,” Highberger said. “That’s their life. It’s that 
war back and forth, up and down, trying to do what’s 
right, but then falling back into what is wrong.

“And a lot of people watching that cycle happen 
are really concerned that they are never going to 
change,” he continued. “This movie really depicts 
that, that not only can some break through the 
cycle, but the people watching around us can have 
hope for that person in their lives, that this could 
happen for them.”

Gargano said watching the fi lm’s climactic court-
room scene was incredible, capturing the intensity 
of the exchange between Highberger and the judge.

“Scott’s judge was hard core,” Gargano said. “He 

Scott Highberger (center) is pictured with Michael W. Smith (left) and Joey Lawrence at Road to Life Church.

Continued From Page 9 threw everything out, any way for Scott to get a slap 
on the wrist or get a couple years. We thought for a 
moment that Scott was gone, for 20 years for sure.”

Completed in 2019, Highberger says the pandem-
ic delayed the fi lm’s entry into theaters. So, develop-
ing a release strategy involved waiting to see when 
the right time was to make it happen.

Right now, Highberger says screenings can be 
scheduled through Dec. 31 via The Faith Content 
Network (https://faithcontentnetwork.com). If the 
response is positive, the possibility exists for it to 
arrive in theaters and on streaming platforms.

Highberger says one of the movie’s greatest ac-
complishments is showing what he calls the vital 
connection between the church and prison system.

“You see how I came in, my life is upside down, 
and Road to Life welcomed me,” he said. “I met with 
Pastor Dave, I was worried about being accepted, 
and he accepted me, and that bridge is so vital.

“Who knows what would have happened had I 
not had the connection with the local church.”

As a pastor, Gargano appreciates how the movie 
emphasizes the impact faith can have on one’s life.

“I don’t take any pat on the back...because I be-
lieve God had a plan for Scott no matter what. I’m 
just grateful I was able to help,” he said. “I also pray 
churches see that there are a lot of Scotts out there, 
that their lives could be changed. And Scott is mak-
ing such an impact in his ministry. I know, again, 
it’s just the beginning for him.”

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com
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www.hullingsconstruction.com

https://faithcontentnetwork.com
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Harbor Country Singers 
will present “Sounds of the 
Season,” its holiday sing-
along, at 3 p.m. EST Sun-
day, Dec. 4, at The Episco-
pal Church of the Mediator, 
14280 Red Arrow Highway, 
Harbert, Mich.

The program is free; how-
ever, a donation is requested 
of canned goods/food items 
for Neighbor to Neighbor. 
The performers will be ac-
companied by multiple in-
struments, ranging from pi-
ano and guitar to dulcimer, 
trumpet, French horn, trom-
bone and tuba. The program 
will span holiday favorites, 
from Hanukkah to Christ-
mas and secular to sacred. 
The lineup includes “Silent Night,” “Jingle Bells,” 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” and “White 
Christmas.” Songbooks with music and lyrics will 
be provided.

Free concert tickets are available through 
www.schoolofamericanmusic.com. Contact The 

Harbor Country Singers to Present Holiday Sing-Along

School of American Music at (269) 409-1191 or 
schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com for more details.

Harbor Country Singers is supported by SAM 
and a Pokagon Fund grant. Established in 2016, it 
rehearses and performs in Harbor Country for holi-
days and other events. Pat Putnam is the producer.

http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
mailto:schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com


December 1, 2022 Page 13
THE

Dan Coffey invited Bradley Martin, loan consultant with Loan Depot, 
to write a rebuttal to one of his previous columns.

I look forward to Dan Coffey’s monthly column. His latest ended with positive news about our 
local Indiana real-estate market, but only after presenting a gloomy picture about affordability 
due to rising interest rates. Dan is right that there are buyers who no longer qualify for the 
same purchase as when rates were substantially lower. However, for buyers who can qualify 
and afford the higher monthly payments for the time being, the market presents enormous 

opportunity to buy a home now as more buyers sit on the fence waiting for interest rates to drop.  

I have also heard buyer concerns about a housing bubble. While it is unlikely that we will continue to see home 
appreciation in the double digits, appreciation is expected to continue, even if at a conservative appreciation of 
4.49%. The current market in no way resembles the housing crash of 2008. While bad loan products were partly 
to blame, the real reason was simple supply and demand. In 2007, there were over 4 million housing units for 
sale. Today, that number is down to 1.25 million housing units (less if you subtract the 518,000 already under 
contract) for sale.  

the economy went into a recession. The result was that interest rates quickly fell. So, what happens to housing 
prices after a recession? According to the S&P/Case-Shiller National Housing Price Index, after eight out of the 
last 9 recessions, home values went up. 

When rates do come down, more buyers will compete for still low inventory. Increased buyer activity means 
more buyer competition, multiple offers and higher prices. That same home today will cost more in one year. 
In addition, by waiting to purchase, you are giving up the equity you would have otherwise gained by paying 
principal down on your mortgage.

Here’s an example of the cost of waiting for interest rates to drop:

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com ha

rb
or

 c
ou

nt
ry

The Market Presents Enormous Opportunity

As you can see in the above example, it could cost you nearly $32,305 in equity in just one year by waiting 
for rates to drop (using a conservative 4.49% housing appreciation and factoring in principal paid down). And 

Bottom line: Don’t wait to buy. To quote Sir John Templeton (a pioneer in both investment and philanthropy), “The 
time of maximum pessimism is the best time to buy.”

-

4.49%

bmartin@loandepot.com

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
mailto:bmartin@loandepot.com
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Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library is changing overhead lighting to LED 
fi xtures. They will feature automatic ambient light-
ing, centralized controls for turning on and off and 
conservation in unoccupied public areas. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, but 
reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas under 
the work zone will be closed. The goal is to mini-
mize closure time to its collections and services. The 
meeting rooms will close while work is done. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-

ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in 
December. Membership is open to anyone in-
terested in needle arts such as crochet, needle-
point, cross-stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand 
stitching. All skill levels and ages are welcome. 
Also, the group has organized a local chapter of 
the Warm Up America Foundation. Volunteers 
are knitting and crocheting handmade squares 
(7x9 inch) that will be joined together to make 
full-size afghans.

• Makerspace: open lab hours from 3:30-5 

Michigan City Public Library
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6. Youth ages 6-17 can cre-
ate with LEGO WeDo, Micro Bits, paper circuits 
and Ozobots. Children 12 and younger must have 
a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Virtual Dungeons & Dragons from 4-6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. Youth ages 12-18 can play 
through Zoom. Miss Dana can teach people how 
to play. Advance registration is required. Contact 
Dana in Youth Services at dwolf@mclib.org or 
(219) 873-3045 for more details.

Two new services are available:

• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 
of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.

(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. It is closed Thursday for Thanksgiving. 
Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

Holiday Artisan Fair
The second Holiday Artisan Fair is from 10 a.m.-

3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, at LaPorte County Histori-
cal Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

Local artisans will offer holiday gift items, orna-
ments, succulents, bird feeders, jewelry, original 
prints and cards, ceramics, candles, honey, crochet, 
fi ber art and resin art. The gift shop will be open as 
well. Visit the museum’s Facebook for updates.

mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org
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WELCOME
OUR NEW PHYSICIAN

VALENTIN F.
DREZALIU, MD

Obstetrics & Gynecology

• High Risk Obstetrics
• Urogyn Surgery
• Robotic Surgery
• Healthy Living
• Preventative Medicine

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

FRANCISCAN MEDICAL PAVILION • 3500 Franciscan Way • Suite 3C • Michigan City

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

(219) 861-8785
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We Are Us: The Human Condition

Inquisitive
Artist

Linda Weigel

The
“Art is many things but, directly or indirectly, it 

always describes the human condition.” – Millard 
Sheets

When the mailing fi rst arrived more than a month 
ago announcing the latest exhibit at Lubeznik Cen-
ter for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., I paused, won-
dering what we might expect from “We Are Us: The 
Human Condition.”

The art reproduced on the invite card included 
a painted portrait by the great Alex Katz titled 
“Carmen.” Was this a show dedicated to portraits?  
Despite being one of the most important genres in 
the history of art, portraiture is not seen as often 
in major contemporary art venues...or at least often 
enough. At LCA, might we see passionate, highly 
charged works framing current global existential 
and/or real confl icts? Might we be challenged by 
daring, unexpected pairings of media, sound, light? 
Or, like the Katz portrait used in the recent mail-
ing, would we be reintroduced to an art form easily 
recognizable in its presentation, still valuable for its 
context, social implications and universal appeal? 

Alex Katz’s preparatory work for larger canvas, achieved on oil on board.

If you are as intrigued as I was, then maybe you’ll 
want to begin like I did by thinking about how you 
defi ne the term “human condition.” Philosophically, 
I’ve read it refers to all the events, situations and 
experiences throughout a person’s lifetime, such as 
birth, growth, emotional development, desires, ups 
and downs and eventual death. The journey of life. 
We all walk our own walks, and artists are espe-
cially good at visualizing/emoting through the visu-
al and performing arts what it’s like to go through 
such a process. 

In the end, my previous musings were in vain, 
quickly vanishing once I read the list of artists in 
the exhibit. The show brings to our region works 
by historically signifi cant visual artists – the kind 

you read about in art history books! What an oppor-
tunity to learn, share and add to one’s own artistic 
curiosity. After reading the list, my mind took an 
unexpected detour, and I had that light-bulb mo-
ment. I said to myself, “Holy Smokes! Look at this!”  
So many greats, especially from the 20th century, 
as well as known and upcoming artists from current 
times! How on earth did this even happen? Where 
did they fi nd all this art, and how did it all come 
together?  Those answers would soon become appar-
ent once I took a curator-led tour.

Meanwhile, take a look at what you can expect:  
Ivan Albright, Romare Bearden, Greg Breda, Man-
dy Cano Villalobos, Henri de Talouse-Lautrec, John 
Divola, Ron Herman, Ulrica Hyndman-Vallien, Les-
ter Johnson, Alex Katz, Käthe Kollwitz, Jacob Law-
rence, Cydney Lewis, Hung Liu, Yolanda López, 
Ruth Morgan, Alice Neel, Dean Porter, Ramiro Ro-
driguez, Edward Ruscha, Therman Statom, Lisa-
beth Sterling, Stephanie Trenchard and Carrie Mae 
Weems.

❑

“I like to make an image that is so simple you can’t 
avoid it, and so complicated you can’t fi gure it out.”
— Alex Katz

I began this exploration by showing up opening 
day, Oct. 29. I was soon introduced to a wide assort-
ment of prints, some glass works and paintings in 
the downstairs gallery.  The range of artistic 

“Municipal Shelter,” Käthe Kollwitz’s lithograhic crayon on paper.
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styles worked compatibly within the same univer-
sal theme, providing insight, emotional connection 
and appreciation for the high quality of artworks. 
Upstairs in the Brinka-Cross and Susan Block gal-
leries, I found two installations, both worth consid-
eration and both interesting, as well as more prints 
and another Katz painting. 

LCA Exhibition Director 
Lora Fosberg led a gallery tour 
Nov. 12. She curated the cur-
rent show and developed the 
initial feel/direction over the 
course of nearly two years. She 
stated, “The whole idea be-
hind ‘We Are Us: The Human 
Condition’ all started with this 
idea that we have really come 
through the wringer in these 
past many years. It’s been 
tough, tough times and, you 
know, art is the key that rep-
resents the now, right? Artists 
are making work that repre-
sents the now.”

Even work completed as 
long as 50 years ago, she con-
tinued, can be relevant to us in 
2022.

“But, what I really want to 
talk about with you is emo-
tions,” she said. “Let’s just be 
human and show how we are 
all so completely connected as 
human beings. And artists have such an amazing 
way of doing this with no words.”

That simple statement hit home, and the emo-
tional component is one that surely emanates from 
this exhibit. 

How was the groundwork laid for this exhibit?  
First, Fosberg began with “this incredible loan of 

Alex Katz paintings from a very important collec-
tor in Chicago.” Alex Katz is a renowned American 
painter from the 1950s, born in Brooklyn on July 24, 
1927. The 10 paintings sweeping across the curved 

wall of the main Hyndman gallery anchor the show, 
as they represent a series of preparatory works ex-
ecuted in preparation for Katz’s eventual painting 
titled “Ada’s Garden” (a huge 120x240 inch oil on 
canvas work now at the Des Moines (Iowa) Art Cen-
ter. Katz is especially known as a fi gurative painter, 
acclaimed for his large-scale simplifi ed paintings.  

Viewing these 10 preparatory 
works is invaluable in under-
standing the fi nal piece, and 
his approach and process. Two 
other works by Katz also are 
included in the show: the oil-
on-board “Carmen” and his 
screen print “Susan.”

Secondly, with works by 
Katz as her starting point, 
Fosberg began formulating 
the possibility of a new show 
by traveling to South Bend 
Museum of Art and Midwest 
Museum of American Art in 
Elkhart to look through their 
permanent collections.

“And, I picked pieces that 
I thought would be really rel-
evant right now with some 
of the most famous artists 
around, really important art-
ists in this room (Hyndman 
Gallery),” she said.  

Later, other collectors 
agreed to lend their works to 

this show, such as Divola’s “Abandoned Painting 
B,” Breda’s “The Citadel” or Sterlings’ glass piece “A 
Point in Time.” The ability to formulate a concept, 
pursue the needed works to complete a successful 
exhibit showcase just how important Fosberg’s role 
was in determining this successful show.

❑

So, who is Alex Katz?
He’s 95 now. He’s got a retrospective at Solomon 

R. Guggenheim Museum in New York City. So, it is 

Jacob Lawrence’s serigraph print 
“The 1920s...The Migrants Cast Their Ballots.”

Continued on Page 18

110 W. 9th St., Michigan City • (219) 243-7136
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kind of cool that we could time this show with the 
Guggenheim effort. The thing to know about him is 
that he has bucked the trend his whole life. When 
he started in the 1950s, what was happening in the 
U.S. was abstract expressionism.

Fosberg said Katz was going to pursue his art 
without caring about what others were doing or 
trends of the time.

“He was going to do portraiture, and the thing 
that he stole from abstract expressionism was 
scale,” she said.

With Katz, the scale changed, 
and he began making huge 
paintings with fl at backgrounds 
and cropped, simplifi ed forms.  

In the case of “Ada’s Garden,” 
Fosberg said, the subjects are, in 
fact, attending a cocktail party. 

“The fi gures in the fi nal piece 
are larger than life against a 
dark, low-light background,” she 
stated.  “You think it wouldn’t 
be so somber and lonely feeling. 
It really gives you that feeling 
of being alone in a crowd. These 
people are all isolated against 
their black background.”

(That sense of isolation is 
universal and something ex-
perienced by many throughout 
time.)

As those on the tour moved 
around the gallery, encounter-
ing each new work, the underly-
ing premise of universal human 
conditions held true. The accom-
panying stories for each work as presented by Fos-
berg brought depth and further understanding.  

❑

“The place where I had freedom most was when I 
painted. I was completely and utterly myself.” – Al-
ice Neel

In the case of Neel, we were fortunate to view 
four lithographic portraits while Fosberg described 
the artist and her approach to subject matter.

“Alice Neel was painting at the same time as Alex 
Katz, a little bit before in the 1940s, she was in Har-
lem, Spanish Harlem,” she said. “That’s where she 
lived, and there was a reason why she lived there 
because she was interested in painting the people.

“Again, where does portraiture come from? It 
comes from a very privileged place. But that’s not 
what Alice was interested in. She wanted to paint 
the people. Lots of people from her neighborhood, 
members of her family and other people who were 

considered outsiders, not con-
sidered part of the society at a 
whole at that time.”  

Continuing the tour, we 
viewed portraits by other well-
known artists, such as Käthe 
Kollwitz, Romare Bearden, Ja-
cob Lawrence, Ivan Albright and 
even Henri de Talouse-Lautrec. 

Seeing the Kollwitz litho-
graph “Municipal Shelter” defi -
nitely was relatable to 2022. 
Kollwitz’s work always is emo-
tional, and as the nearby state-
ment reads, “Municipal Shelter 
is one of many of Kollwitz’s work 
that depicts a mother under du-
ress, huddled over her children.” 
How poignant and how timely 
considering current internation-
al confl icts. We’ve all seen the 
videos and fi lms by now, but this 
intimate, expressive rendering 
by Kollwitz in 1926, sadly, still 
strikes a contemporary chord.

❑

“My belief is that it is most important for an artist 
to develop an approach and philosophy about life – 
if he has developed this philosophy, he does not put 
paint to canvas, but puts himself on canvas.” – Ja-
cob Lawrence

We Are Us…Continued from Page 17

“Men from Rutgers” (1980), 
Alice Neel’s color lithograph and screen print.

Gilliard Limousine Services

Michael Gilliard, owner/operator

Airport Runs  Wine Tours  Concerts  Etc.

11850 Wilson Road, New Buffalo, MI
michael.gilliard400@gmail.com

(219) 814-3506 
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Another very timely work is 
Jacob Lawrence’s “The 1920’s…
The Migrants Cast Their Bal-
lots.” In this case, the migrants 
are more than a million African-
American citizens who between 
1920-1940 moved from the 
South to the North. Lawrence 
is recognized as a social realist 
artist, and this particular print 
is a fi ne example of his style. 
Note: Most of the citizens rep-
resented are wearing red, white 
and blue, are young and old, ca-
sually dressed and more formal-
ly dressed, representing a range 
of economic levels. Everyone is 
waiting their turn to vote.

❑

There is so much more to dis-
cuss and see. The comments by 
Fosberg are just a taste of what 
awaits anyone who takes a tour with her.

She’s that good. 
Don’t forget to go upstairs to experience Cano Vil-

lalobos’ “You Know Your Children,” a found-object 
installation. Read the accompanying statement 
about how this piece came about, how she is invit-
ing viewers to recognize the familiar and them-
selves in others. Importantly, the piece references 
early Michigan City as quoted in the accompanying 
statement:   “Michigan City’s history begins in 1830, 
when a wealthy banker purchased the land from the 
U.S. government to develop his businesses. That is, 
according to Wikipedian authority. Popular histo-
ries do not mention the Potawatomi, a people who 
have occupied the region long before white settlers. 
‘You Know Your Children’ unveils this silenced his-
tory and commemorates Potawatomi narratives 

and voices.”  
On the heels of Jason Qu-

ingo’s sculpture “Mikinaak,” in-
stalled this year in front of City 
Hall, Villalobos’ piece is a must-
see for all, especially LaPorte 
County citizens.

Be sure not to miss Cydney 
Lewis’ “Unearthing Pathways 
on the way to the grocery store” 
installation as well. Note her 
framed handcut paper, water-
color works.

Hearing Fosberg’s commen-
tary, as well as observing her 
enthusiasm and listening to in-
sights, especially enhanced my 
understanding of the charac-
teristics of, and stories behind, 
each portrait or work of art. 
Frankly, the show reignited my 
interest to learn more about the 

contemporary world of portraiture.  I hope it would 
do the same for you, too.

(The show closes Feb. 24, 2023. Anyone interested 
in a group tour — a minimum of fi ve or six people 
— should contact the LCA to arrange a docent tour.  
Sign up for Family Day from 1-3 p.m. Feb. 11, 2023.  
Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org for more details.)

“You Know Your Children” by Mandy Cano Villalobos.

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS
Santa says visit our web site to purchase a               

Gift Card for everyone on your list  

CHRISTMAS  TO GO
Individual or Family Meals To-Go

Additional Sides & Desserts 
Visit web site for details & Order Form

CHRISTMAS  EVE

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Two Seatings -  

Special Celebration Menu
Complimentary Champagne Toast & Gift

     

PatricksGrille.com            

http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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And the Glory of the Lord

Handel’s beloved “Messiah” returns for performances at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, and 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 4, at The Holdcraft Performing Arts Center, 1200 Spring St. 

Admission is free. There is no advance seat reservation; general admission will be used.
“Messiah” premiered in Dublin, Ireland, on April 13, 1742. A large-scale semi-dramatic work for 

chorus, soloists and orchestra, it is the source of the beloved “Hallelujah Chorus.” 
Michigan City’s performance, conducted by Philip Bauman, features four soloists, a chorus and 

orchestra with authentic continuo. The soloists are: soprano Kirsten Leslie Karadzhova, mezzo-
soprano Kristin Gornstein, tenor Matthew Daniel and bass-baritone Vince Wallace.

Visit www.mcmessiah.com, or Michigan City Messiah on Facebook for more details.
(All photos by Andrew Tallackson.)

http://www.mcmessiah.com


December 1, 2022Page 22
THE

There’s a scene early in “Disenchanted” where 
Giselle (Amy Adams), Robert (Patrick Dempsey) 
and his daughter Morgan (Gabriella Baldacchino) 
settle in for the night at their new suburban estate. 
Morgan is camped out on the fl oor because of an 
electrical mishap in her bedroom. The perpetually 
perky Giselle, cuddled up with Robert, sings bliss-
fully, the tune cut short by Morgan from below who, 
as only teens can, dishes out an annoyed “Momm-
mm” for her to stop.

The scene earns a big laugh…and I immediately 
thought, great. They nailed it. Exactly the right tone 
for this long-awaited sequel to the 2007 Disney hit.

Then, “Disenchanted” fl at lines from there.
It’s not that the Disney+ sequel is bad. More, it’s 

the trouble with most sequels/reboots these days. It 
is not enough to say, the gang’s all here. You need to 
recapture the magic of the original, give us a rea-
son to care. And “Disenchanted,” while pleasant, is 
hardly memorable.

Directed by Adam Shankman (“Hairspray”) and 
written by Brigitte Hales, the story takes the ap-
proach of “Into the Woods” — what comes beyond 
Happily Ever After. And here, Giselle, the former 
Andalasian princess, has a new baby with Robert, 
but they’re both worn down by Manhattan, moving 
to suburban Monroeville. The tucked-away hamlet 
is a cross between the French village from “Beauty 
and the Beast” — the movie contains plenty of nods 
to the 1991 Oscar winner — and the cheery sitcom 

facade of Marvel’s “WandaVision.” That the always-
chipper Giselle unintentionally butts heads with 
the community’s “queen bee,” Malvina (a subdued 
Maya Rudolph), and her two worker bees (Yvette 
Nicole Brown and Jayma Mays), feels like a juicy 
fairy tale twist: “Cinderella” meets “Desperate 
Housewives.”

That, in effect, was the pleasure of the fi rst fi lm. 
Disney, and Oscar-winning composer Alan Men-
ken, were having a laugh at their own expenses, 
capped off by that spectacular Central Park musi-
cal number.

And that, sadly, is the fi rst of many disappoint-
ments in “Disenchanted.” The score by Menken and 
“Wicked” composer Stephen Schwartz is forgetta-
ble: a potential fi rst for them both. The blah songs 
become a distraction. 

When “the plot” kicks in — Giselle’s fairy tale 
wish for happiness backfi res, gradually transform-
ing her into a wicked stepmother — the screenplay 
appears to have been lobotomized of comic inspira-
tion. The movie could have had so much fun with 
Giselle behaving so uncharacteristically rotten. 
Instead, she’s vaguely threatening. Ditto Rudolph, 

The Magic is Gone in “Disenchanted”
by Andrew Tallackson

Giselle (Amy Adams, from left), Morgan (Gabriella Baldacchino) and Robert (Patrick Dempsey) start life over in the suburbs in “Disenchanted.”

★ ★
“Disenchanted”

Running time: 127 minutes. Disney+.

Rated PG for mild peril and language.

1/2
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who doesn’t get many funny lines.
And poor Dempsey. He’s all but forgotten, tossed 

into a handful of scenes that reduce him to the com-
ic buffoon. James Marsden, back as King Edward, 
essentially is an extended cameo.

Then, returning costar Idina Menzel, as Ed-
ward’s wife Nancy, belts out a showstopper called 
“Love Power,” and it puts the movie’s fl imsiness to 
shame. She’s giving her all, why can’t the rest of the 
picture?

Adams is still charming. Even in semi-stinkers 
like this, she can do no wrong. Baldacchino is de-
lightful as well. And Shankman knows how to stage 
a lively musical number.

But again, sequels should not be content with 
simply looking and feeling like the original. They 
need a heart and soul…neither of which “Disen-
chanted” has the good fortune to possess.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Maya Rudolph (right) does not get the funny lines her character deserves.
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When November began, my instructor reminded 
our sunrise yoga class that the month’s focus was on 
abundance and gratitude. After class, I grabbed my 
notebook and made a list of the people and things 
for which I am thankful, then vowed to make an 
extra effort to express gratitude to others.

But as the week drummed on, the appreciation I 
received amounted to a few obligatory thank-yous 
from online bill pay systems and from some post of-
fi ce patrons when I held the door open. Nearly a full 
week elapsed before I witnessed an unforgettable 
aha moment.

Most Sundays, my oldest daughter and her two 
sons — ages 2 and 4 — drop by my house in Sara-
sota for a few hours. While I anticipate this special 
time with my grandsons, each visit is as different 
as the boys’ personalities. The outings range from 
laid-back and stress-free to calamitous and conten-
tious. Regardless of the outcome, I’m always grate-
ful to slip into this open window of their lives. I get 
to see the boys test their limits as budding athletes, 
exercise their silly or inquisitive genes and negoti-
ate with my adult daughter over allowable speech 
and behavior. 

A recent Sunday rendezvous found both boys re-
covering from ailments picked up at preschool: pink 
eye, an ear infection and a lingering cough due to 
RSV. So, when the trio pulled into my driveway, I 
assumed the boys would gravitate towards quiet 
play at the train table, sidelining a splash in the 
pool for a spunkier day. Any of you with grandchil-
dren know to predict is to err foolishly. 

To add to the usual mayhem, my daughter had 
serendipitously scooped up the family’s aging dachs-
hund Stella and brought her along. As they trooped 
into my house, I mentioned something about how a 
fl ush of wood ducks had begun (post Hurricane Ian) 

rinsing off in my pool each morning.  
“Lulu, are they out there now?” DJ, the 4-year-

old, asked.
He darted to the patio door with Stella in hot 

pursuit, her piercing bark fi lling the stillness of my 
house. Accustomed to following his brother’s lead, 
James, the 2-year-old, lumbered after the pair. I 
glanced at my daughter, my eyebrows meeting the 
fringe of my bangs. 

“I guess we’re going outside,” she said.
When I unlocked the lanai door, Stella skirted 

between our legs and ripped down the steps to the 
pool’s edge. We found her scampering around the 
pool coping, yelping maniacally, not at birds, but at 
the bobbing pool cleaner. 

DJ scanned the area, his features drooping with 
disappointment. “The ducks are gone, Lulu.” 

“Yes, but they left something behind. Look!” I 
pointed at a fi lm of feathers. “Let’s get the skimmer 
net and scoop that out.”

Each time DJ and I plopped the net into the pool, 
Stella erupted. She barked at DJ. She growled at 
the net, and she whined at me. At one point, she 
leaned so far over the edge that she slid into the 
pool, which sent the boys into hoots and hollers. 

Amid this pandemonium, my daughter stabbed a 
fi nger at the horizon. “Look boys!” 

Across the channel, a helicopter patrolled the Lido 
Beach shoreline. As it neared us, the whop-whop of 
its blades sliced through Stella’s cries. Enamored 
with all things mechanical, particularly construc-
tion equipment and rescue vehicles, the boys stared 
into the heavens, mouths agape. 

None of us noticed the police boat until it neared 
my dock. 

When my daughter spotted it, she scooped up 
James, moved swiftly to the seawall, shouting, “Oh, 
look! Here comes a police boat.” 

As we scampered for the best view, the mother 
in me speculated about why a helicopter and police 
speedboat were perusing our local waters. Grinning 
like it was Christmas morning, the boys waved at 
the passing police boat. Spying them, the captain 
and sole policeman on board slowed the engine and 
veered in our direction. 

“He’s coming closer Lulu.” 
As DJ bounced and jiggled, I struggled to keep 

his chubby little hand tight within my own. When 

Gratitude Has a Ripple Effect

That Girl, 
This Life

Julie McGue
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the vessel got within yards of the seawall, the po-
liceman fl icked on fl ashing blue lights and gave the 
siren a quick blast. 

“Yay, yay. Do it again!” DJ crowed. 
I pointed to the helicopter and yelled to the cop, 

“Everything, okay?”
“Just making sure the beaches stay safe, mam,” 

he shouted.
Below the policeman’s mirrored sunglasses, his 

grin was deep and wide. He motioned to DJ. “Do 
you like football?”

DJ jumped up and down. “Yeah! We like Texas 
football.” 

My daughter winked at me. We both knew that 
the news of DJ’s loyal fan support of their alma ma-
ter would tickle my son-in-law.

“Great. Get ready to catch this then!” 
The policeman reached into a mesh bag and tossed 

a football across the choppy seas where it landed in 
the grass near DJ. He picked it up, puzzling at the 
police crest emblazoned across the black foam ball. 
My daughter explained to him what he held in his 
hands and his face grew serious.

He looked over at me, awe lighting up his eyes. 
“Lulu, I got a police football.” 

“Yes, you did. You better say thank you!” I said.
We all waved grandiosely to the policeman, pitch-

ing a multitude of thank yous into the soft Sunday 
morning breeze. As he acknowledged our gratitude, 
the cop’s smile brightened, his spine straight and 
proud, a signal perhaps of how much our gratitude 
meant to him. And then with one last blast of the si-
ren, the policeman circled the boat around, heading 
back into the channel towards the bay. 

The four of us stood rooted by the seawall watch-
ing the boat’s retreat. Within my daughter’s arms, 
James pointed, repeating, “Boat. Mommy, boat!” 
while DJ ogled the football, muttering, “A police 
football. Can’t wait to show Dad.” 

And as I beheld my family clustered near me, I 
marveled at the abundant blessings of the morning. 
The helicopter, the police boat and the football were 
unexpected gifts. If only for a moment, we all forgot 
about the kids’ lingering ailments, the messy ducks, 
Stella’s barking and how best to occupy two active 
boys for a few hours. Although a stranger, the po-
liceman had brought unbridled joy into the lives of 
a few impressionable boys. In return, I think our 
effusive thanks warmed his heart. The episode was 
a perfect reminder about the ripple effect initiated 
by kindness and gratitude.

My yoga instructor was right. Focusing on abun-
dance and gratitude is a worthy endeavor, one that 
easily translates beyond November and into daily 
life. 

Imagine the possibilities if all of us recognized 
abundance and practiced gratitude each and every 
day.

(Julie McGue is a Duneland Beach resident.)
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Former Elmhurst, Ill., resident Gail Miller 
Blubaugh, 67, died Nov. 18, 2022, in Punta Gorda, 
Fla., from Ataxia-MSAC. A memorial service was 
held at Ahlgrim’s Funeral Home, 567 Spring Road, 
Elmhurst.

Gail was born June 11, 1955, in 
Greenville, MS, to Hoit and Dorothy 
Miller. Her father was in the U.S. 
Air Force and fl ew for TWA until 
he retired. Her mother graduated 
from University of Michigan with a 
focus in business, but stayed home 
and raised her children, Katherine 
Cary, Gail Elizabeth and Weston 
Hoit. They moved to Michigan City 
(Duneland Beach) when Gail was 5. 

She loved living in the vacation paradise her grand-
father founded.

Gail married John Walter Blubaugh Jr., the love 
of her life, on Aug. 12, 1977, at Notre Dame Catholic 
Church, Michigan City. They were blessed with four 
wonderful children: Laura Elizabeth, Scott Ford, 
Julie Katherine and John Matthew. She attended 
Purdue University and got her Bachelor of Science 
in business in 1977, then attended National Louis 
University and received her Master’s in Arts and 
Teaching in 1999. She worked at Japan Line USA 

in its accounting department, was a control buyer, 
assistant buyer and associate buyer, then worked as 
a buyer in intimate apparel and hosiery at Spiegel 
Catalog before staying home to raise her children. 
They moved to Elmhurst, and she joined the Elm-
hurst Newcomers and Neighbors Club, serving on 
its board for three years as community relations, 
treasurer and hospitality chairperson. She was in 
charge of the Hawthorne School Playground Com-
mittee. After going back to school, Gail was a second- 
and third-grade teacher at Hawthorne Elementary 
School, Elmhurst, until 2015, when she retired, liv-
ing in Wisconsin and eventually moving to Florida.

Gail felt she had a wonderful life – thanks to her 
many friends, family and those who cared. Her in-
terests included family, skiing, photography, read-
ing, crafts, travel, friends and her students.

Gail is survived by her husband of 45 years, John 
of Punta Gorda, and her children, their spouses and 
their children: her daughter, Laura Kentnesse, Or-
egon; her son, Scott, his wife, Amanda, and their 
children, Ellis Jonathan and Winifred Mae, all of 
Vermont; her daughter, Julie, her husband, Zac 
Connelly, and their daughter Freddie, all of Illinois; 
her son, John, and his wife, Lauren, Illinois; a sis-
ter, Katherine (Kit), Illinois, and her children, Lisa 
and Krista, and her brother, Weston (Wes), and his 
wife, Kelly, Indiana, and his children, Nicole, Kath-
erine and Natalie; many friends and her cat, Sox.

Gail is preceded in death by her mother, Dorothy 
B. Miller, father, Hoit Miller, mother-in-law, Irene 
Blubaugh, father-in-law, John W. Blubaugh Sr., 
daughter-in-law, Anita Kentnesse, and brothers-
in-law, Christopher Blubaugh, William Friddle and 
Ben Marchlewicz.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may kindly be sent to 
the National Ataxia Foundation.

In Memoriam

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
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12 MONTH
DEFERRED
INTEREST
FINANCING
on all models thru 12/31/22

%0

AWARD-WINNING PRODUCTS.
PERFECT AIR STARTS WITH

© 2022 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Owner Kevin Doler
219-879-8525

Taking care of your family has been my 
family’s business for more than 60 years!

B13770-22NO-3.625x9.875.indd   1 11/16/22   8:26 AM

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process
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LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app through 

options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place 
holds on items using a customer account. Once at 
the library, check in using the app and clicking Pick-
up from the bottom of the screen (or calling the li-
brary location). An appointment no longer is needed. 
Add the parking space on the app if picking up from 
the main location. Enter information in the instruc-
tions box if picking up holds placed on more than one 
account, or if needing additional assistance. A staff 
member brings held items to the vehicle. Customers 
using the app receive updates as their requests are 
processed. Returns can be placed in book drops and 
be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At this time, 
there is no limit to the number of items customers 
can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
The following programs are planned:

• Coolspring Storytime from 1:30-2 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 1, at the Coolspring branch. 
The interactive program includes singing, dance 
and rhymes.

• Make a Holiday Ornament from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1, in Meeting Room A at 
the Main Library. The session will offer three 
options. Any experience level is welcome.

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Dec. 2, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities.

• Family Pajama Storytime from 6-6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 5, in the main library multi-
purpose room. The program focuses on stories 
and songs. Guests can wear pajamas and take a 
favorite stuffed animal.

• Virtual Author Talk with Geraldine Brooks 
(adults 19+) from 6-7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6. The 
author will discuss her recent New York Times best-
seller Horse. Advanced registration is required at 
https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/20770

• Crafty Kids (ages 6-11) from 4-5 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 7, in the main library multipurpose 
room. Children learn new craft styles and tech-
niques while developing fi ne motor and listening 
skills.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

Story idea? Call us at (219) 879-0088

https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/20770
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
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Holiday
Charcuterie Class

Sunday, December 11
1 pm to 3 pm

Includes:
Charcuterie Board

Cheese Knife
Mimosa

$50 per seat
Call to reserve Seat or Table

(219) 879-9083

Are there problems in your life that seem inescapable?  
Addiction, bad health, depression, financial worries?

A Christian Science Lecture

219.879.2822
Michigan City, IN

Mon – Sat 
10am-4pm (CST)
Closed SundayThe Store

Buy/Sell LIONEL

Let’s put a train around your tree!
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Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

Chesterton Art Center

The annual Members’ Exhibit is on display Dec. 
3-Jan. 12, 2023, at Chesterton Art Center, with a 
free artists’ reception from noon-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 10. 

Every media and style typically is represented, 
including painting, photography, sculpture, draw-
ing, glass, wood, ceramics and mixed media. 

❑

CAC’s fi rst Sip+Shop, where artisan vendors and 
artists display additional items they’ve created, is 
from 4-7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 7.

The event includes a cash wine bar, door prizes, 
treats and free gift wrap.

❑

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center 
at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for 
more details.

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with 
an adult required to participate. Times are from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/
per program. Pre-registration and payment are re-
quired at least one week in advance or until full, 
whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:
• Dec. 7 — Let it Snow.

Nature Center Craft Day
The all-ages program is from 1-4 p.m. Tuesday, 

Dec. 6, at Luhr County Park.
No pre-registration is required. Children must be 

accompanied by an adult.

Field Trips
Educators, Scout leaders and groups can sched-

ule a free organized program for students or group 
at any county park. The programs on various topics 
meet state standards and patch requirements. 

Call (219) 324-5855, visit www.laportecountyp-
arks.org or email natureniki@csinet.net for details.

Grant to Aid Nature Center
The Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte awarded 

an $8,000 grant to Luhr County Park Nature Cen-
ter for displays and environmental-education tools.

The LaPorte County Park Foundation will add 
$5,000 so $13,000 is available. The emphasis will 
be interactive displays that promote eye and hand 
coordination, and help develop fi ne motor skills for 
all ages. Parks offi cials also will purchase new bin-
oculars, and a reel and fi shing rod combination, for 
programs.

The goal is to have the exhibits installed in early 
2023, according to Niki Schmutte, chief naturalist 
and nature center manager.

http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
mailto:natureniki@csinet.net
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206-D S. Calumet Rd
Chesterton, IN 46304

(219) 464-9572
www.circlesinthewind.us

DELIVERED INDELIVERED IN
3 WEEKS3 WEEKS

IN ANY STAIN COLORIN ANY STAIN COLOR
FROM OUR CATALOGFROM OUR CATALOG

The holidays are fast
approaching!

Looking for a new Dining Room Table and 
Chairs to make this year special?

Circles in the Wind
 has a limited selection of 20 hand-crafted, 
Indiana-built Amish tables and 45 chairs to 

complete your dining room!

House of Fragrance
Perfumes and Roses

“Selling Designer Fragrances at  Outlet  Prices”
101 Lighthouse Place

Lighthouse Place-Premium Outlets • Michigan City

Located Across from Tommy Hilfiger

10% Off  
Entire Purchase
Expires January 1, 2023

(616) 323-4279 • (847) 530-1037
houseoffragranceteam@gmail.com

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

Kevin Murphy Products

mailto:houseoffragranceteam@gmail.com
http://www.circlesinthewind.us
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In the Area
Dec. 1 — Make a Holiday Ornament, 5:30-6:30 

p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 2 — Ribbon cutting/new exhibit grand open-
ing, 3-5 p.m., Barker Mansion, 631 Washington St.

Dec. 2-4, 8-11 — “The Holiday Channel Christ-
mas Movie Wonderthon,” Footlight Theatre, 1705 
Franklin St. Times: 7:30 p.m. Thur.-Sat., 2 p.m. 
Sun. Tickets: $17/adults, $10/children 12 & young-
er, Dec. 8/$12. Reservations: (219) 874-4035, www.
footlightplayers.org

Dec. 2-30 — Holidays at Barker Mansion, 631 
Washington St. Hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri., closed Monday. Admission: 
$16.50/adults, $10/children & seniors, free/children 
2 & younger, active military, veterans. Info: www.
barkermansion.org

Dec. 3 — Holiday Artisan Fair, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 
Indiana Ave.

Dec. 3 — Festival of Lights Celebration, Uptown 
Arts District. Parade: 5 p.m., 9th-4th streets, then 
tree-lighting ceremony @ Michigan City Public Li-
brary, 100 E. Fourth St.

Dec. 3-4 — Handel’s “Messiah,” 7 p.m. Dec. 3/3 
p.m. Dec. 4, The Holdcraft Performing Arts Center, 
1200 Spring St. Free. Info: www.mcmessiah.com, 
Michigan City Messiah on Facebook

Dec. 5 — Family Pajama Storytime, 6-6:30 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Dec. 6 — Makerspace: open lab hours, 3:30-5 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 6 — Virtual Author Talk with Geraldine 
Brooks (adults 19+), 6-7 p.m., through LaPorte 
County Public Library. Registration: https://
libraryc.org/laportelibrary/20770

Dec. 7 — Virtual Dungeons & Dragons, 4-6 
p.m., through Michigan City Public Library. Info/
reservations: dwolf@mclib.org, (219) 873-3045.

Dec. 7 — Crafty Kids (ages 6-11), 4-5 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Through Dec. 31 — Ginny Scott abstract/ex-
pressionist paintings, Michigan City Public Library, 

100 E. Fourth St.
Through Dec. 31 — Works by Andrea Bojrab, 

Queen of All Saints Catholic Church’s Legacy Cen-
ter, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Center hours:  6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. Info: (219) 872-9196.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Thursdays in December — Needle Arts Club 
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

In the Region
Dec. 3 — Chesterton’s European Market Holiday 

Market, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., downtown Chesterton. Info: 
www.dunelandchamber.org/holiday-markets

Dec. 3 — A Rockapella Christmas, 8 p.m. EST, 
The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, 
Mich. Tickets: $50 + $7 convenience fee, free for 
children 12 & younger; reserved: $85 + $7 conve-
nience fee and $35 (children). Reservations: www.
acornlive.org 

Dec. 3-Jan. 12, 2023 — Annual Members’ Ex-
hibit, Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Free 
artists’ reception: noon-2 p.m. Dec. 10. Hours: 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 
926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Dec. 4 — Harbor Country Singers holiday sing-
along, “Sounds of the Season,” 3 p.m. EST, The 
Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 14280 Red Arrow 
Highway, Harbert, Mich. Free; donations (canned 
goods/food items) requested. Reservations: www.
schoolofamericanmusic.com

Dec. 4, 11 — “Christmas at Copshaholm,” 4-7 
p.m. EST, The History Museum, 808 W. Washing-
ton St., South Bend. Tickets: $15, $10/members, $5/
youth 6-17, free/5 & younger. Reservations: www.
historymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664.

Dec. 7 — Sip+Shop, 4-7 p.m., Chesterton Art 
Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Info: www.chestertonart.
org, (219) 926-4711.

Through Dec. 13 — Fine-arts photographer 
Erin Roark, The Village Gallery @ Pines Village Re-
tirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, 
Valparaiso. Gallery hours: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon.-
Fri. Info: (219) 465-1591, www.pinesvillage.org

Through Dec. 23 — 44th Elkhart Juried Re-
gional, Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. 
Main St., Elkhart. Hours (all Eastern): 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Tues.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Admission: $10/
adults, $6/8-12, $8/13-18 & college students with 
ID. Info: www.midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-66

Through Jan. 8, 2023 — Annual members’ ex-
hibit, Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, 

http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.footlightplayers.org
http://www.footlightplayers.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
http://www.mcmessiah.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/20770
https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/20770
mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.dunelandchamber.org/holiday-markets
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.chestertonart
http://www.pinesvillage.org
http://www.midwestmuseum.us
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Mich. Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org
Through Jan. 8, 2023 — “Charged: The Rise, 

Fall & Resurgence of Electric Vehicles,” The 
Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin St., 
South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $10 - adults, 
$8.50 - seniors 60+, $6 - youth ages 6-18.  Info: www.
studebakermuseum.org, (574) 235-9714.

Mondays  — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New 
Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California 
Road. Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-
3909, friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com 

Festival of Lights Celebration 
Michigan City’s Festival of Lights Celebration re-

turns starting at 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3.
First is the parade from Ninth to Fourth streets, 

followed by the lighting of the offi cial Michigan City 
Christmas Tree at Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St.

Families then can visit Santa at his Michigan 
City workshop, 710 Franklin St. (the old CVS), help 
pick the Chili Challenge champions, and support 
Meals on Wheels LaPorte County and Toys for Tots.  
Children can drop off their Santa wish lists from 6-8 
p.m. Hot chocolate and treats will be available.

Old Lighthouse Museum
Volunteers are needed to help Old Lighthouse 

Museum celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2023.
The museum is housed in the 1858 lighthouse in 

Washington Park. Displays tell the story of Great 
Lakes shipping, lifesaving and area shipwrecks. It 
also preserves the city’s history.

Anyone who would like to get involved with anni-
versary plans, or who has ideas for how to celebrate, 
should email contact@mchistorical.com or leave a 
message at (219) 872-6133.

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

http://www.krasl.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
mailto:contact@mchistorical.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
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NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 32 years in business

The Tailored Wedding
The Finest Alterations Around

Weddings, Home Interiors, Casual Ware
Call for an Appointment 

(219) 872-2098

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

On December 1, 1824, the presidential election 
was turned over to the House of Representatives to 
break a four-way deadlock between John Quincy 
Adams, Andrew Jackson, William Crawford and 
Henry Clay. Adams was declared the victor.

On December 1, 1880, the fi rst telephone was 
installed in the White House.

On December 1, 1913, in Pittsburg, the Gulf Re-
fi ning Co. opened the world’s fi rst drive-in gasoline 
station. Motorists, up until that time, were accus-
tomed to buying gas in garages and livery stables.

On December 1, 1917, the Rev. Edward Flana-
gan founded “Boys Town” in an area just outside the 
Nebraska city of Omaha.

On December 1, 1955, in Montgomery, Ala., 
black seamstress Rosa Parks was arrested for re-
fusing to give a white man her seat on a city bus. As 
a result, the law requiring blacks to sit in the back 
of buses was eventually struck down by the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

On December 2, 1816, the fi rst savings bank to 
operate in the United States opened for business 
under the name of the Philadelphia Savings Fund 
Society.

On December 2, 1834, A group of book intel-
lectuals formed the Chicago Lyceum, forerunner of 
Chicago’s library system.

On December 2, 1942, below the University of 
Chicago football stadium, a group of scientists, led 
by Enrico Fermi, for the fi rst time demonstrated a 
self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction.

On December 2, 1954, the U.S. Senate voted to 
condemn Sen. Joseph McCarthy for “conduct that 
tends to bring the Senate into dishonor and disrepute.”

On December 2, 1973, rare Greek and Roman 
coins valued at more than $1 million were stolen 
from Harvard University’s Fogg Museum.

On December 3, 1818, Illinois became the 21st 
state to join the Union.

On December 3, 1833, Ohio’s Oberlin College 
opened, becoming the fi rst coeducational college in 
the United States.

On December 3, 1925, in New York’s Carnegie 
Hall, George Gershwin performed as a soloist, play-
ing his “Concerto in F.” It was the fi rst public perfor-
mance of a jazz concerto for piano in musical history.

On December 3, 1947, Tennessee Williams’ “A 
Streetcar Named Desire” opened on Broadway.

On December 4, 1816, James Monroe was elect-
ed the fi fth president of the United States.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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On December 4, 1839, Harrisburg, Pa., was the 
host city for the fi rst national Whig Party conven-
tion. Ohio’s William Henry Harrison was nominated 
for president, with John Tyler as his running mate.

On December 4, 1867, the National Grange of 
Husbandry, usually known simply as the Grange, 
was founded in the United States. The organization 
of farmers contributed signifi cantly to the develop-
ment of agriculture, and provided a focus for much 
of the social life of rural America.

On December 4, 1915, in an attempt to end 
World War I, a private peace expedition, headed by 
automaker Henry Ford, sailed from the New Jersey 
port of Hoboken. The group broke up soon after ar-
riving in Europe.

On December 5, 1791, Austrian composer Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart died at age 35 in Vienna.

On December 5, 1848, the 1849 Gold Rush was 
triggered when President James Polk confi rmed 
gold was discovered in California.

On December 5, 1929, the “American League of 
Physical Culture,” the fi rst nudist organization in 
America, was established. While December would 
not seem the best time to go around without clothes, 
the enterprise appears to have fl ourished.

On December 5, 1978, Pioneer Venus 1 began 
beaming back its fi rst information and pictures of 
Venus.

On December 6, 1847, Abraham Lincoln took 
his seat in Congress as an Illinois representative.

On December 6, 1923, Calvin Coolidge’s address 
to a joint session of Congress marked the fi rst time 
a president’s speech was broadcast over the airways.

On December 6, 1947, Everglades National 
Park in Florida was dedicated by President Harry 
Truman.

On December 6, 1957, America’s fi rst attempt at 
putting a satellite into orbit blew up on the launch 
pad at Cape Canaveral, Fla.

On December 6, 1972, Apollo 17, America’s last 
mission to the moon, blasted off from Cape Canaveral.

On December 7, 1817, British naval offi cer Wil-
liam Bligh, commanding offi cer of HMS Bounty 
when the crew mutinied, died at age 63.

On December 7, 1842, the New York Philhar-
monic gave its fi rst concert, performing works by 
Ludwig van Beethoven and Maria von Weber.

On December 7, 1941, Japanese warplanes at-
tacked American and British territories and posses-
sions in the Pacifi c, including the home base of the 
U.S. Pacifi c Fleet at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.

On December 7, 1987, Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev paid his fi rst visit to the United States, 
arriving in Washington for a summit meeting with 
President Ronald Reagan.

On December 7, 1995, a 746-pound probe from 
the Galileo spacecraft hurtled into Jupiter’s atmo-
sphere, sending back data to the mothership before 
it was destroyed.

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
December Special: Half-price jewelry sale. (219) 733-2403 • 

www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Come to H&S Services for all your SNOW REMOVAL/FIREWOOD 

needs this season! Landscape services available upon request. 
(219) 872-8946

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 

airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or
 rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

’Tis The Season 
Accepting New Clients

Get your winter projects done before spring arrives!
Kitchens, Baths, Floors, Doors, Trim, Painting & More!

Call to set up an appointment
Kip Hollingshead: (219) 210-8499. Licensed, Bonded, Insured
ALL-N-ONE CONSTRUCTION & HANDYMAN SERVICES 

(SMALL REPAIRS). 
ROOFING: Leaks & shingle repair, all types of roofing; SIDING: Windows, 

doors, GUTTERS: Decks, framing, trim work, electrical, minor plumb-
ing, drywall, flooring, bathrooms, kitchens. (Smaller Jobs, bid by pictures 

phone). (No money down) (2 Guys Fair Price) 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015

LEAF REMOVAL: GUTTER CLEANING: YARDWORK 
(REASONABLE RATES)

 Call Lou at (219) 210-7015 (Bid by phone, pictures/Google maps. 
(No money down).

 B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823

Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 15+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.
Home spruce-up: Paint yard, wallpaper, cleanouts

(219) 210-0241
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352

PETERSEN PAINTING
Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 

walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-
dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 

Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Great time to call! Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications 
possible. We leave houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very 

reasonable. I have a full crew.  We would be very appreciative to work 
in your home. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
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Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! 
Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
Private Gardening Service

Perennial Care / Containers / Design
FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”
Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.

The Girlfriend Sale presents “The Holiday Sale Extravaganza!”
Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. & Sunday, Dec. 4, Noon-4 p.m.

Long Beach Community Center, 2501 Oriole Trail
We have an exciting selection of new gift items and holiday decor from 
our favorite boutiques featuring a large assortment of specialty essen-
tial oil candles, designer and consigned jewelry, soaps, lotions, books, 

puzzles, the cutest felted ornaments, pillows, dream catchers size tiny to 
huge!, menorahs and Hanukkah items, Mardi Gras masks from Italy, the 

biggest selection of scarves to date in the most scrumptious fabrics, stun-
ning designer clothing, shoes, handbags and so much more. Call all your 
girlfriends and come celebrate the holiday season with us! Looking for-

ward to seeing you there! Check out our Facebook page at “the girlfriend 
sale” for a sneak peek pic posting on Friday before the sale.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 
lures, reels, collectibles, Halloween postcards. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515

Mountaintop cabin for rent in Sheridan Beach. Spectacular views of 
lake & skyline. Very private. Unfurnished. Utilities not included. $1,600 

per month. (630) 881-2420

Sugar Plum Fairy Tea
Thursday, Dec. 1, is the deadline to make reserva-

tions for The History Museum’s Sugar Plum Fairy 
Tea, which is at 6 p.m. EST Thursday, Dec. 8.

Guests are seated at tables of eight in the holiday-
decorated Leighton Galleries. The menu includes 
sweets and classic teas catered by The Oliver Inn 
Bed and Breakfast. Tickets, which include a private 
tour of the Oliver Mansion’s fi rst fl oor, cost $30 for 
adults, $25 for members, $15 for youth 6-17 and $5 
for children 5 and younger.

Make reservations at www.historymuseumSB.
org or call (574) 235-9664. The museum is located 
at 808 W. Washington St.

“The Addams Family”
Michigan City High School’s drama club will 

present the musical “The Addams Family: School 
Edition” on Friday-Sunday, Dec. 2-4, in the school 
auditorium, 8466 W. Pahs Road.

Times are 7 p.m. Friday-Saturday and 2 p.m. Sun-
day. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students.

NB Library Community Forum
Ryan Postema, Chikaming Open Lands executive 

director, will discuss native prairies during Friends 
of the New Buffalo Library Community Forum.

The free program is at 6:30 p.m. EST Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, in the library Pokagon Room, 33 N. Thomp-
son St.
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Carrie Soto is Back by Taylor Jenkins Reid 
(hardcover, $28 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook and an audiobook. 364 pages.)

Who is Carrie Soto? And what is she back from? 
Two things caught my eye with this book — the 

title and the cover. Title and cover art are always 
intriguing. They can make the difference between 
picking up a book or not. When I discovered it was 
about tennis, something I know little about, my in-
terest was piqued. I had my next read…

Welcome to the world of professional tennis where 
one woman holds a tennis racket in her hand and a 
dream of being the greatest player of all time in her 
heart…pushed on by her father who sees in his lit-
tle girl the fi erce determination to 
win. Like all sports, tennis players 
have a “use by” date. But in this 
story, Carrie Soto thinks she can 
rewrite that rule.

Whether you love tennis or not, 
this is a story of instinctive great-
ness, a fi re fueled by an ambitious 
father and a young girl who prob-
ably came out of the womb hold-
ing a tennis racket. She grows 
up knowing at every phase of her 
life that she is becoming the best 
tennis player the world has seen. 
But, as in all lives, things happen, 
some beyond our control, some 
controlled by others.

I love the mentality of tennis. 
It’s not just a player’s complete 
control of the physical game, it’s 
beating your opponent in the mind 
game. Learning their moves, mak-
ing them unsure of themselves. 
And Carrie becomes very good at 
just that. Her father, who was a celebrated player in 
his home country of Argentina in his younger days, 
is her coach and mentor. He challenges her every 
step of the way to be the best and smartest. Carrie 
shows no mercy to opponents, soon gaining a repu-
tation as a heartless player. Many newscasters call 
her The Bitch.

As the years go by, Carrie gathers more wins and 
titles until fi nally she sets the world record for win-
ning her 20th Grand Slam. She also holds records 
for all kinds of stats, even becoming the highest-
paid female athlete of all time.

By age 31, her left knee is in dire need of heal-
ing, so she decides to retire. Fast forward fi ve years 
and there is another player, Nicki Chan, moving up 
on her legacy. In fact, Chan has tied Carrie’s Grand 
Slam record. Carrie’s ego can’t stand seeing this 
young upstart take more titles than herself, so she 
makes a huge decision…

Carrie will come out of retirement to do one more 
year to cement her title as the world’s best tennis 

player — ever. She decides to enter the Australian 
Open, French Open, Wimbledon and the U.S. Open. 
An ambitious schedule, indeed.

Carrie has the opportunity to meet Chan after 
one match and cannot understand how nice she is. 
Carrie’s main objective is to slice and dice her on the 
court. No time for small talk and fake friendship.

Day after strenuous day, Carrie and her father 
take on a regimen of brutal train-
ing. She is helped by Bowe Hunt-
ley, a well-loved male tennis player 
who has fallen off the winner’s list 
and now devotes his time to help-
ing Carrie. Of course, he has more 
in mind than playing tennis with 
the determined Carrie, but does 
she notice? Not a chance. Until…
tragedy strikes and Carrie won-
ders if she can go on.

Whether Carrie wins or loses, 
this story pins down the question of 
what price fame? More important-
ly, is the price worth it? Does it re-
ally matter who’s the greatest with 
the most titles? There will always 
be someone to top your record. You 
can’t keep coming out of retirement 
to continue winning the most titles. 
Can you? Whether Carrie learns 
this lesson or not, following her on 
and off the courts paints a picture 
of truth and denial.

I loved reading about the games, trying to un-
derstand what makes Carrie continue through the 
ups and downs of playing opponents 10 or 15 years 
younger. I could feel her pain during practices, 
which only makes her more determined to win and 
cement her legacy.

Descriptions of the games had me in the stands, 
mouth open, cheering Carrie along. Reid’s writing 
is like drinking a pot of coffee all at once. You are 
screaming at the games, your heart beating a little 
faster, amazed at Reid’s writing skill to put you in 
the middle of the action.

Bowe tries to make Carrie understand that she 
ultimately must deal with what is really going on in 
her mind. He tells her — “You’re the best out there 
— you must know the problem is your need to know 
it instead of needing to prove it.”

The fi nal word: Yes, there is coarse language 
here, it’s almost impossible to avoid these days, but 
not enough to spoil one of the year’s top novels.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

2946 MOUNT CLAIR WAY 
LONG BEACH, IN

3 BED / 2.1 BATH • 3,140 SF

501 EL PORTAL DRIVE
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

5 BED / 4 BATH • 5,200 SF

10414 N GRAND BEACH ROAD
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

2 BED / 1 BATH • 1,098 SF

MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

David Albers ................219.728.7295
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659
Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324

OPEN HOUSES 
SAT, DEC 3RD & SUN, DEC 4TH // 11AM-1PM PRICE ADJUSTMENT

6445 E DIVISION ROAD
 MILL CREEK, IN

8 BED / 10 BATH • 14,150 SF
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