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ication and a drive. There 
was no drama. It was just 
everyone working togeth-
er, and that has stayed 
with me my whole life.”

❑

The RedSteppers’ de-
but in 1972 is all the more 
signifi cant when you con-
sider, at the time, women 
were not allowed to per-
form in the Marching 
Hundred, IU’s esteemed 

marching band. So, in 
effect, the dance team 
was among the fi rst fe-
male students to walk 
the university football 
fi eld. This feat coincided 
with Title IX, the fed-
eral civil rights law in-
cluded with education 
amendments in 1972. It 
aimed to halt sex-based 
discrimination at any 
school or educational 
program receiving fed-
eral funding.

Today, the RedStep-
pers, led by Coach 
Brookelyn Wood, are in-
tegral to the Marching 
Hundred, to IU football’s 
game-day experience. 
Kicklines remain key to 
halftime performances, 
along with dance styles 
that include jazz, pom 
and hip-hop. The dance 
team performs at every 
home game, one away 
game, two to three vol-
leyball games, two to 
three soccer games, 
one to three wrestling 
matches, two to six bas-

Betsy Fleek can’t help 
but get emotional when 
discussing the Indiana 
University-Bloomington 
RedSteppers.

Her voice waivers a 
bit, her eyes rimmed with 
tears. Good tears, mind 
you. As one of the dance 
team’s original 24 mem-
bers, she is part of IU 
history. When the group 
celebrated its 50th anni-
versary during home-
coming weekend Oct. 
7-8, it did so spectacu-
larly: a halftime per-
formance that featured 
an end zone-to-end 
zone kickline, complete 
with more than 200 
past and present Red-
Steppers. A feat that 
left everyone packed 
into IU’s Memorial 
Stadium — including 
Betsy’s husband, Mark 
Schoonaert, and sister, 
Susie Pluto — in awed 
admiration.

So, yes, Betsy’s 
poignant responses 
to questions about 
the RedSteppers are 
earned. In fact, asked 
how the dance team 
impacted her life, she 
pauses, collecting her 
thoughts.

“It was my very 
fi rst experience with a 
strong role model, and 
strong women who 
all wanted to do well. 
To be the very best at 
what they were,” she 
said. “There was a ded-

One Huge
Adrenaline

Rush
by Andrew Tallackson

Betsy Fleek (left) appears on a 1976 program cover. Continued on Page 2
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ketball games, clinics, community events, Riley 
Dance Marathon, Hoosier Hysteria and pep rallies.

For a bit of historical context, IU’s Marching 
Hundred did not begin accepting female students 
until 1973. So in 1972, Karen Bailey, a professional 
dancer, teacher and choreographer, contacted the 
band’s director of bands, Fred Ebbs, and colleague 
Ray Cramer, who would go on to a respected career 
as a guest conductor-clinician-adjudicator. Her mis-
sion: start a dance team to complement the March-
ing Hundred. Bailey became the group’s founder, 
serving as its director and lead choreographer until 
retiring in 1992. 

Bailey passed away in 2016, her obituary stat-
ing about the RedSteppers: “Her crowning achieve-
ments were planning and choreographing half-time 
shows for all of IU’s football games, as well as the 
bowl games during her tenure, including the Holi-
day Bowl, Peach Bowl, Liberty Bowl and the Cop-
per Bowl. Without a doubt, her stewardship of the 

One Huge Adrenaline Rush
Continued from Page 1

Betsy Fleek (front row, far right) is photographed with 13 of the original 24 RedSteppers during Homecoming weekend.

RedSteppers was Karen’s lifelong passion, as well as 
the infl uential impact she made on hundreds of her 
RedStepper dancers.”  

For Betsy, a Beverly Shores resident, Elston 
graduate and Elston cheerleader, joining the new 
dance team sounded like a blast. In 1972, during 
her freshman year at IU, she saw a bulletin board 
notice about tryouts. Auditions involved divid-
ing those present into three groups. Each learned 
specifi c dance routines, performing as individual 
groups, then all together.

How did Betsy feel she did? She laughs when 
asked.

“In college, I was clueless,” she says. “It was sort 
of like, you go out and you do your all, and you just 
hope you’re going to make the team, but you have 
no sense of how you’ve done against others.”

Within an hour after tryouts, though, the list of 
the inaugural RedSteppers was posted. Betsy was 
among the 24 women selected.

Bailey maintained a rigorous rehearsal schedule. 
Daily practices from 3-5 p.m., with the dancers fi rst 
learning the choreography without music, using 8 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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counts as their guide, then receiving recordings of 
the music by Wednesday. Fridays involved dress 
rehearsals on the football fi eld with the Marching 
Hundred.

Mondays, it should be noted, involved reviewing 
tapes of the performances, much like football coach-
es going over game-day footage.

“Karen Bailey was a perfectionist,” Betsy said,  
“particularly if you were out of alignment, because 
you were expected to be just like the marching band 
in terms of where you stood. And, we had white 
gloves, so it was easy to see if your hands weren’t in 
line with everyone else.”

Betsy recalls that fi rst rehearsal, on the football 
fi eld, with the Marching Hundred. 

Betsy Fleek in Memorial Stadium attending the Homecoming game.

“That gives me goosebumps,” she says. Asked to 
elaborate on the experience, she pauses. You can 
see, in her eyes the memory of that day re-emerging.

“I think once we got to line up along the sidelines, 
where we always started, we knew. I knew, that ev-
erything was in place. We were as good as we were 
going to get, and to just have fun,” she said.

“Karen Bailey would say, fi nd some person in the 
60th row of the stadium and dance for them. It was 
about projection. There is a tendency for people who 
dance to watch your steps, to watch each other. Her 
intent was to have us project out into the stadium. 
Forget about yourself, forget about your steps...she 
wanted you to project.” Continued on Page 4

8 MAPLE STREET      THREE OAKS, MI         269.340.0346
OPEN EVERY DAYWOMEN’S MEN’S SHOES JEWELRY BOOKS GIFT
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One Huge Adrenaline Rush
Continued from Page 3

And how did everyone packed into Memorial Sta-
dium react on game day? A smile spreads across 
Betsy’s face.

“It’s going to sound hokey, but the crowd went 
wild,” she says. “We’re standing there in our ending 
position, and it’s like, wow. This is really something. 
We knew something special was going on.”

❑

When plans were revealed to celebrate the Red-
Steppers’ 50th anniversary, Betsy didn’t think twice 
about it. She would be there. She even worked with 
a trainer to prepare. While physically fi t, she none-
theless wanted to be able to kick as high as possible. 
That entailed core-strengthening exercises with her 
trainer.

Six weeks before IU’s homecoming weekend, she 
started receiving YouTube videos to help prepare for 
the dance routines. 

On Friday, Oct. 7, Betsy, Mark and Susie head-
ed down to Bloomington. She was one of about 165 
RedStepper alumni — and one of 14 of the original 
1972 crew — who arrived on campus.

Recalling the reunion, Betsy’s voice trembles. She 
pauses. “I’m surprised I’m still so emotional,” she 
admits. “But it was like you picked up where you 
left off, like time had never happened.”

Rehearsals, led by Coach Wood, lasted from 
4-5:30 p.m. RedSteppers were divided into three 
groups, categorized by the years they performed. 
Then came the homecoming parade. Friday night 

A group shot of all the RedSteppers on game day.

also included a special banquet, one in which Cram-
er, himself, shared a humorous story from the early 
days of RedStepper history.

“As the band was walking around the track to 
prepare for the halftime entrance, I happened to be 
walking behind the band and most of the RedStep-
pers,” Cramer told the group. “I looked up at the 
Ohio State sidelines, where the team was standing, 
and not a single player was watching what was hap-
pening on the fi eld. They were all watching the Red-
Steppers.”

Cramer’s observation, as seen on a video posted 
online, drew huge swells of laughter from the Red-
Steppers. As the laughs subsided, he continued. 
“This 6 foot 7 tackle, he looked down at me, think-
ing I was the Ohio State band director, and he said, 
‘When are you guys going to get some of those?’ I 
said, ‘Those are ours, and you will never see them 
at yours.’”

Saturday, Oct. 8, saw the more than 200 Red-
Steppers — past and present — arrive at 6 a.m. on 
the football fi eld. Mark estimates it was 34 degrees, 
Betsy possibly a few degrees warmer. 

Then, the moment of truth. The game against 
the Michigan Wolverines. How did the halftime per-
formance go, which included performing to Nancy 
Sinatra’s “These Boots Are Made For Walkin.’”

“Oh my God, that was so much fun,” Betsy says. 
“The FOX camera guy did a great job. He ran the 
entire length of the fi eld for the fi nal number, which 
was over 200 women doing an end zone to end zone 
kickline.”

Betsy laughs, saying there is a video recording of 
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the performance where you can hear someone in the 
background say, “Man, those old women can kick!”

For Mark and Susie, the kickline — the whole ex-
perience — moved them in ways they did not fore-
see.

“I got to discover what my wife did before I met 
her,” Mark said. “Sue and I were kind of in the 
background, circulating around with cameras, stay-
ing out of the way. But watching them practice and 
watching them improve, watching the teamwork, 
they were supporting each other, and to see it co-
alesce into that...that just got to me.”

Susie agreed.
“I was so overwhelmed by the team spirit,” she 

said, “the history and the connection to the school. 
All those strong, capable women.”

Susie shared a conversation that unfolded that 
weekend.

“One of the younger RedSteppers asked Betsy 
a very good question: what are you feeling right 
now? How are you processing this now?” Susie then 
turned to face her sister, smiling. “You said, you’re 
basking in every moment. That young person said, 
‘I’m trying to transport myself out 25 years, and 
how I would feel at a 25th reunion. And you said, 
‘Why stop there?’”

Indeed, another RedSteppers reunion is planned 
in two years. Betsy will be there. She’s also recon-
nected with fellow RedSteppers in Chesterton and 

A photo from high above in Memorial Stadium as the RedSteppers 
perform to “These Boots Are Made For Walkin.’”

Hammond.
And the rush of that October celebration is still 

fresh in her thoughts.
“My moment started at 4 o’clock Friday and all 

the way to 2 o’clock Saturday,” she said. “It was one 
huge adrenaline rush. I was on pure adrenaline.  
There was nothing that was going to stop me. I told 
Mark, when we go to this, I’m going to the parade, 
I’m dancing every number. I’m doing everything.”

And she did.
In true, glorious, RedStepper fashion.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com
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Give the gift of relaxation
f

For Robert Swan, last year’s “Christmas at The 
Acorn” took on a rather bittersweet tone. He and 
his close-knit band of performers had endured try-
ing times. Their guitarist passed away. Heart issues 
prevented tenor Warren Moulton from performing. 
Swan, himself, experienced health setbacks.

Then, of course, there was the reality of emerging 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

All of that, ironically, cultivated a newfound ap-
preciation of the annual Christmas concert. 

“It was the most special show we’ve ever done,” 
Swan admits. “Everybody had been through this 
bleak time, with no live entertainment, and every-
body felt super special about being together with 
other people.

“In a way, it was almost like a religious experi-
ence. It was really tangible. Everyone there, and all 
the singers, were kind of bowled over by the special-
ness of the moment.”

This year marks the 19th year for “Christmas at 
The Acorn.” The concert is at 8 p.m. EST Friday, 
Dec. 23, at The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. 

“Christmas at The Acorn” Returns for a Mix of Surprises and Old Favorites 
by Andrew Tallackson

“Christmas at The Acorn” is something the performers eagerly anticipate each year.

Joining Swan this year — he’ll, of course, offer 
his popular rendition of “Chestnuts Roasting on 
an Open fi re” — are sopranos Emma Sorenson and 
Martha Cares, alto Kimberlyn Jones, tenor John 
Concepcion and baritone Michael Cavalieri. 

Swan likes to balance the new with the beloved. 
This year offers a Shaker Christmas song “Star in 
the East,” the gospel piece “Sweet Little Jesus Boy”  
and the upbeat Spanish carol “Riu Riu Chiu.” Re-
turning favorites include “Baby It’s Cold Outside,” 
“O Holy Night,” accompanied by harpist Ramona 
Kim, and “Santa Baby.” The musicians also  include 
guitarist Marco Villareal. All the performers, Swan 
says, enjoy being together for this specifi c show.

“Here, you have a group of people, they all know 
each other and are fi nally together again,” he said. 
“Since they are working with other good people, it’s 
a refreshing communal experience for them. That 
happens every time we do this.”

“And now,” he continues, in light of the pandem-
ic, “we’re moving on, continuing on and putting the 
past in the past. We’re just having a wonderful time. 
There is a freedom in that. That’s a cool feeling.”

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

More About the Show
Tickets are $40, or $65 for reserved seats. 

Group discounts for four or more reduce the ticket 
cost to $30. Reservations can be made at www.
theacorn.org. The performance is funded in part 
by Berrien County Community Foundation and 
Pokagon Fund.

http://www.theacorn.org
http://www.theacorn.org
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3545 MANITOU TRAIL
Duneland Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS/3 BATHS
$1,300,000

118 KRUEGER AVENUE
Michigan City, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS/2.5 BATHS
$879,000

101 WHISPER DUNES DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

AMAZING LOT WITH VIEWS OF LAKE MICHIGAN & LAKE KAI
$425,000

JAMESTOWN DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

LAST LOT AVAILABLE IN KIMBALL WOODS
$95,500

4114 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
New Buffalo, Michigan
2 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS

$1,595,000

3600 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Duneland Beach, Indiana
6 BEDROOMS/4.5 BATHS

$4,450,000

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Saturday, December 31  |   9pm-12:30am

tickets + 
Reservations

m u s i c  |  c o c k ta i l s  |  m i d n i g h t t o a s t

The Grumpy Green Elf
Canterbury Theatre, 807 Franklin St., will pres-

ent “The Canterbury Christmas Show (With the 
Grumpy Green Elf!)” starring media personal-
ity Donna Ka-
vanagh for four 
performances Fri-
day-Sunday, Dec. 
16-18.

The family 
friendly show is 
created by Kava-
nagh, who hosts 
“Kavanagh Live” 
on NPR’s Radio 
Harbor Country, 
as well as “What 
Gives” on South 
Bend PBS station 
WNIT.

The Canterbury 
show will feature 
the Grumpy Green 
Elf, played by Kavanagh, who will answer questions 
about Santa and the North Pole. She also will pose 
questions to the audience.

The show will last approximately one hour. Per-
formances are at 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 16, 2 and 6 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 17, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18. 

Visit www.canterburytheatre.org for tickets or 
more information.

Donna Kavanagh stars as 
the Grumpy Green Elf.

Night at the Giese Church
“Night at the Giese Church,” which celebrates 

the popular miniature church, is from 6-8 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 17, at LaPorte County Historical Soci-
ety Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

Admission is by donation. Hot cocoa and cookies 
will be served.

Also, the museum is closed Dec. 24 and 31 (Christ-
mas Eve and New Year’s Eve). Call (219) 324-6767 
for details.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.canterburytheatre.org
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not it!
there is nothing like clean up duty 

to bring the family together

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

2411 St. Lawrence Avenue ·  Long Beach, Indiana ·  219.874.7070

jordangallas@atproperties.com • 219.861.3659

Jordan Gallas

LOOKING TO GET AHEAD OF THE COMPETITION? 

I’ve got you covered. 

plan your 

next move 

mailto:jordangallas@atproperties.com
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WWW . B A R K E R M A N S I O N . O R G

LaPorte Little Theatre on Dec. 4 honored Jayne and Arlo Westphal for their service to the group, presenting a memorial plaque to their daughter and 
son-in-law, Greta and Shaw Friedman, at the sold-out performance of “A Christmas Carol.” Presenting the plaque was James Snyder, a longtime friend 

of the Friedmans. Greta appeared in the theater group’s production of the holiday classic. 

Honoring a Legacy of Service
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Special Thanks

The Four A’s Car Club would like to thank all the 
sponsors and supporters who made it possible for us 
to support Shriners Hospital. This year, we donated 

$3,400 to the cause!

arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Masonry/Seawall Coatings

Long Beach Resident

Since 1997

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
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DRIER’S
MEAT MARKET

Celebrating MORE  
than a Century of 
doing business in  

Three Oaks
Open through New Year’s Eve
Through Christmas, We’re Open 7 Days a Week

Regular Market Hours:
10:30 am to 5 pm EST

Closed New Year’s Day-Easter

14 S. Elm St., Three Oaks, MI 49128
(269) 756-3101

info@driers.com • https://www.driers.com

OverOver

250250
Flavors!Flavors!

Located in
Lighthouse Mall
219.879.5659

1750 Lighthouse Place • Michigan City

Free Medium Bag of Popcorn 
with every $20 purchase

Boys & Girls Clubs of LaPorte County and La-
Porte’s State Street Community Church will unite 
next year to bring after-school youth programming 
to LaPorte’s Brighton Street Green Space.

The church is a nonprofi t operating programs and 
facilities that offer free community services, includ-
ing the Pax Center, Pax Center Garden and Jack-
son Street Community Garden. Its newest addition, 
Brighton Street Green Space, features an education 
building and gardens in a park-like setting. The non-
profi t BGCLPC runs after-school clubs at fi ve loca-
tions throughout Michigan City, Westville and Kings-
ford Heights, in addition to its summer camp. The 
organization recently announced expansion plans to 
LaPorte, beginning with a new club at Lincoln Ele-
mentary School on Jan. 17. The new Brighton Street 
Boys & Girls Club is part of this initiative.

The new club is expected to operate seasonally 
from March-May and August-October. Club mem-
bers in kindergarten through fourth grades will 
have after-school snacks, academic support, physi-
cal activities and arts and crafts from 3:15-6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. All programs are free. The organi-
zation’s Phase II Expansion is supported by Health-
care Foundation of LaPorte.

The Brighton Street Club launches March 6, with 
online pre-registration beginning about one month 
prior. Visit www.bgclpc.org or contact Sally Gabric, 
area director-Westville/LaPorte, at (219) 873-2298 
for more information.

Boys & Girls Clubs, Church Unite for New Programming

An exterior view of the Brighton Street Green Space Education Center, 
the intended home base for the Brighton Street Club.

mailto:info@driers.com
https://www.driers.com
http://www.bgclpc.org
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CONGRATULATIONS TO NOVEMBER’S TOP CLOSERS!

DAREN HUBER & ZANE GALLOWAY LESLEY CARNEY BOBBIE CAVIC
THE HUBER GALLOWAY TEAM

Information above is based
on sales volume and units

726 Franklin St. Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 221-4047

www.daprileproperties.com
Serving Indiana and Michigan SSSCCAAN TTOO VVIIEEWWW

OOOUUR LISSTTIINNGGSSSS

COMMUNITY
• Featuring a community pool, tennis, 

and basketball court

MAIN HOUSE OFFERS
• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
• One level open-concept living
• Vaulted Ceilings

COACH HOUSE
• 2.5-car garage on main level
• 1 bedroom en suite upper level apartment
• Kitchenette

55 MAGNOLIA TRAIL, THE WOODLANDS    $594,750

http://www.daprileproperties.com
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In “Christmas With the Campbells,” Hallmark 
Christmas movies get the spoof they deserve, but 
in a rather sneaky way. It’s deadpan to the extreme. 
No big sight gags, like a Mel Brooks picture, just 
hilariously raunchy dialogue. 

To be fair, Hallmark  holiday fl icks are easy prey. 
Most gave up on new ideas years ago, now run-
ning on autopilot. The faces change, but the stories 
are carbon copies of each other. For a parody, you 
could go big with the gags, but “Christmas With 
the Campbells” creeps up on you. It looks and feels 
like a Hallmark movie, but contains the kind of talk 
you most decidedly do not hear in one. The result, 
streaming on AMC+ and through View on Demand, 
is not for all tastes, particularly if you offend easily. 
But if you get what the movie is trying to do, it’s 
laugh-out-loud funny.

The driving force here are longtime pals Vince 
Vaughn (“Wedding Crashers”) and Peter Billing-
sley (“A Christmas Story” and its new HBO Max 
sequel). What they’ve done is hire a veteran Hall-
mark director, Clare Niederpruem (“The Christmas 
Bow”), and co-writer Barbara Kymlicka (“You Light 
Up My Christmas”), to cobble together the essential 
ingredients. Then, Vaughn and “American Vandal” 
writer Dan Lagana raunch up the conversations to 
defy expectations.

The setup is classic Hallmark. “Pitch Perfect” 
alumna Brittany Snow stars as Jesse, who loves 
Christmas, particularly spending the holiday with 
the parents of her boyfriend Shawn (“Saturday Night 
Live” veteran Alex Moffat). A classic Hallmark jerk, 

he breaks up with her right before Christmas. And, 
he does so with dialogue that fl ips political correct-
ness the bird on so many levels, it can’t be published 
in a family newspaper.

To Jesse’s surprise, Shawn’s parents — sitcom 
greats Julia Duffy (“Newhart”) and George Wendt 
(“Cheers”) — still want her to visit at Christmas, 
despite the breakup. Shawn won’t be there — he 
has a big job interview — so to them, the time won’t 
be awkward.

Shawn’s parents live in one of those secluded 
hamlets that looks as if it was art-directed by Mar-
tha Stewart. The streets fl awlessly decorated, not 
an ounce of trash on the ground. The one kink in the 
Hallmark template: Shawn’s parents may be sen-
sitive to Jesse’s loneliness, but they waste no time 
sharing details of their healthy sex life.

And into Jesse’s life enters Shawn’s cousin, Da-
vid. He’s played by Justin Long (“Dodgeball”), who 
clearly studied Hallmark actors closely. He delivers 
his every line with the booming command of some-
one narrating a documentary. And, he drops one cli-
ché after another, although, again, the screenplay 
slips the unexpected into his conversations that 
sends the dialogue way off course.

Another complication is David’s long-ago girl-

Hallmark Christmas Movies Get a Hilarious Parody in “Campbells”
by Andrew Tallackson

Justin Long and Brittany Show play it straight, while mouthing often outrageous dialogue, in “Christmas With the Campbells.”

★ ★ ★
“Christmas With the Campbells”

Running time: 87 minutes. AMC+, VOD. Not Rated, but

containing dialogue inappropriate for young audiences.

1/2
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friend (JoAnna Garcia Swisher), who owns the lo-
cal bakery, still has the hots for him and speaks as if 
every baking term is a naughty innuendo. Toss in as 
well a cute dog, the holiday tradition of a Christmas 
tree where locals make wishes, and a bitter old lady 
who refers to every woman dating Shawn as trash.

Snow and Long play it straight, their performanc-
es never suggesting they realize they’re in a comedy. 
That’s what makes their dialogue so outrageously 
funny. Moffat, on the other hand, clearly relishes 
playing a self-absorbed pig, serving as the movie’s 
anarchic symbol of off-color commentary.

At a mercilessly brief 87 minutes, “Christmas 
With the Campbells” knows not to wear out its wel-
come. A joke of a movie like this can only extend 
the joke so long before it fi zzles. But the movie is 
over before you know it, and you’ve been laughing 
so hard for so long, the movie is a comedy gift. A 
naughty one, yes, but a gift nonetheless.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

The movie’s poster satirizes the type created for Hallmark Christmas 
movies...although the names at the top hint at the type of comedy it is.

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago
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In Netfl ix’s moving new documentary “Sr.,” Rob-
ert Downey Jr. embarks on a journey to reconcile 
feelings about his father, the counterculture direc-
tor behind a rash of no-budget, underground mov-
ies. That road is fi lled with confusion, frustration 
and, ultimately, love, right as his father stands on 
the precipice of death from Parkinson’s disease.

It sounds gloomy, but it is not. There is a lot of joy 
to be found in this fi lm that can be viewed as an ex-
ploration of fathers and sons, of fi lmmaking and fac-
ing one’s own mortality. And while Robert Downey 
Sr., who passed away in July 2021, remains a bit of 
an enigma, you come to admire his son all the more 
for emerging later in life as the survivor he truly is.

I must confess to not having seen any of Robert 
Downey Sr.’s fi lms. Exceedingly low-budget, gue-
rilla-style satires like “Putney Swope,” “Chafed El-
bows” and “Pound.” Absurdest movies that, today, 
likely wouldn’t survive because of the Puritanical 
spirit of cancel culture. 

But in interviews during “Sr.,” as he’s often re-
ferred to, we see a man who lives and breathes fi lm. 
Its aesthetics, its many approaches to spinning a 
story. Even when being asked questions, he’s always 
thinking of life behind the camera. How his discus-
sions might be conveyed on screen through various 
stylistic choices.

We suspect, too, that fi lmmaking has been his 
fi rst true love, and everyone else in his life a close 
second. That he realizes it now, facing his own mor-
tality, is one of those puzzles in life where pivotal 
epiphanies arrive decades beyond when they should 

have emerged. 
But in Robert Downey Jr., we discover a man of 

great humor, who can look back on his own struggles, 
and his relationship with his father, with a sense of 
clarity. The movie, in fact, does not shy away from 
his own drug addictions, nor the fact that his father 
was the one who introduced him to drugs at a young 
page. An act that Sr. regrets to his dying day.

Whatever animosity Robert Downey Jr. may have 
felt toward his father, at any point in his life, seems 
long gone. More, he seems intent on documenting 
his father’s life: his fi lms, his marriages, his impact 
on his children. And between father and son, we en-
counter two people who own up to their pasts, but 
refuse to let it defi ne them. Instead, they adore each 
other.

After “Avengers: Endgame” (2019) killed off Tony 
Stark, I wondered what happened to Downey Jr. 
Was he taking a much-needed break? Turns out, he 
was heavily involved in commencing with “Sr.,” then 
faced with the challenge of continuing with it amid 
COVID-19. Zoom allows many of the conversations 
between the two men to proceed, and the physical 
distance between them does not dampen the hones-
ty that emerges. In fact, the frankness takes on an 
urgency, with the effects from Parkinson’s disease 

“Sr.” Explores Robert Downey Jr.’s Complex Relationship With His Father
by Andrew Tallackson

“Sr.” was shot during the last two years of Robert Downey Sr.’s life, much of it during COVID-19.

★ ★ ★ ★
“Sr.”

Running time: 90 minutes. Netflix. Rated R

for language and some drug use.
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exacting a greater toll that confi ne Sr. to a bed.
“Sr.” is not about erasing the past, but about ac-

cepting life for what it doles out. We live, we rise, we 
fall, we celebrate the special moments, our time on 
this planet comes to an end. And for Robert Downey 
Jr., there is peace.

This is one of the year’s best movies.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

“Sr.” shows father and son being brutally honest about their past.

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Road

Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 878-1720

PAT TYM
ABR, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.210.0324
PATTYM@ATPROPERTIES.COM

MAY ALL ROADS LEAD YOU home

mailto:PATTYM@ATPROPERTIES.COM
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Fest ival of Lights
Michigan City’s Festival of Lights celebration kicked 

off with the popular parade Dec. 3. Families lined 
Franklin Street to watch the many entries before 
heading to Michigan City Public Library for the 

lighting of the offi cial Michigan City Christmas tree. 
All photos by James Conlin
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Candy Cane Express

A beloved holiday tradition, the Candy Cane Express returned to Hesston Steam Museum the fi rst two 
weekends in December. The family event included train rides, refreshments and visits with Santa.

All photos by Bob Wellinski
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Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers is photographed during a 2020 trip to
Warren Dunes State Park.

Harbor Country Hikers will visit Warren Dunes 
State Park, 12032 Red Arrow Highway, Sawyer, 
Mich., at 2 p.m. EST Saturday, Dec. 17.

Hike leader and HCH President Pat Fisher will 
take the group through about 1.8 miles of the park’s 
six miles of trails, and discuss the sounds of winter.

Group membership is preferred; however, the 
public is welcome. Those who attend should dress 
in layers, wear sturdy shoes or boots and a warm 
cap, and take plenty of water. An all-terrain rollator 
— a wheeled walker with oversized tires for use on 
unpaved surface — is available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis by emailing harborcountryhikers@
gmail.com

Visit www.harborcountryhikers.com or Harbor 
Country Hikers on Facebook for directions or more 
details.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Northwest Health Heart and Vascular Building, 

901 Lincolnway, LaPorte, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 15, and Saturday, Dec. 17.

• A.K. Smith Career Center, 817 Lafayette St., 7:45 
a.m.-1:45 p.m. Thursday-Friday, Dec. 15-16.

• City Hall, 100 E. Michigan Blvd., 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 16. 

• Trinity Lutheran Church, 907 Michigan Ave., La-
Porte, 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 20.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

AWARD-WINNING PRODUCTS.
PERFECT AIR STARTS WITH

© 2022 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Owner Kevin Doler
219-879-8525

Taking care of your family has been my 
family’s business for more than 60 years!

B13770-22NO-3.625x9.875.indd   1 11/16/22   8:26 AM

http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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Open Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm, Sunday Noon-4 pm
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TabEr

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

PRECISION CRAFTSMANSHIP

• Remodeling and addition 
design and build 

• Structural repair and  
re-enforcement

• Complete Interior design/
remodeling

• Kitchen, bathrooms, tile, 

cabinets, staircases

219-299-9580
Wayne Taber waytab1969@gmail.com

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library is changing overhead lighting to LED 
fi xtures. They will feature automatic ambient light-
ing, centralized controls for turning on and off and 
conservation in unoccupied public areas. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, but 
reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas under 
the work zone will be closed. The goal is to mini-
mize closure time to its collections and services. The 
meeting rooms will close while work is done. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-

ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in De-
cember. Membership is open to anyone inter-
ested in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, 
cross-stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitch-
ing. All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Film Showing: “Mission Joy” from 2-3:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 16, in the meeting room. The doc-

Michigan City Public Library
umentary spotlights the friendship between the 
Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

• Monday Musicale Holiday Concert at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 17. The concert is free.

• Harpist Debra Sawyer performs at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 21. Attendees can sing along 
to Christmas favorites.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.
Two new services are available:

• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 
of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.
(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

Studebaker Buildings Exhibit
“Built to Last: Studebaker Buildings Past & Pres-

ent” runs through May 29, 2023, at The Studebaker 
National Muse-
um, 201 Chapin 
St., South Bend.

As an interna-
tional company, 
Studebaker oper-
ated production 
facilities, sales 
outlets, show-
rooms and dealer-
ships across the 
globe. Many have 
been torn down, 
those that remain 
repurposed. The 
exhibit uses his-
torical and con-
temporary photos.

Museum hours 
are (all times Eastern) 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-
Saturday and noon-5 p.m. Sunday. Admission is 
$11 for adults, $9.50 for seniors 60+ and $7 for 
youth ages 6-18. Call the museum at (574) 235-
9714 or toll free at (888) 391-5600, or visit www.
studebakermuseum.org for more details.

mailto:waytab1969@gmail.com
http://www.mclib.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
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219.879.2822
Michigan City, IN

Mon – Sat 
10am-4pm (CST)
Closed SundayThe Store

Buy/Sell LIONEL

Let’s put a train around your tree!

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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• Bird Feeder Talks from 10-11 a.m. Thurs-
days, Dec. 15 and 22, at The Park Connec-
tion Offi ce, located off the Chellberg Farm 
parking lot. Learn from volunteers and local 
bird experts about birds that remain in the dunes 
area during winter. The parking lot is on Mineral 
Springs Road between U.S. 20 and 12, Porter.

• The Save the Tunes Council performs from 
7:30-9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 16, at Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center. The group preserves folk songs 
in the traditional way, using guitar, autoharp, 
dulcimer, banjo, harmonica, bagpipe, penny whis-
tle, hurdy gurdy and other obscure instruments.

• Drop-In Volunteer Program from 9 a.m.-
noon Saturday, Dec. 17, at Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center. The no-hassle volunteer option 
helps keep trails and beaches clean. Wear com-
fortable clothes. Work gloves and equipment will 
be provided. Temporary passes are available.

• Christmas at Chellberg Farm Open House 
from noon-3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 17. Cele-
brate a traditional Swedish Christmas and learn 
about the region’s cultural history. The program 
is sponsored by the Friends of Indiana Dunes. 
The parking lot is off Mineral Springs Road be-
tween U.S 12. and 20 in Porter. 

• Winter Solstice Hike from 3-5 p.m. Wednes-

day, Dec. 21, at Kemil Beach. Join rangers for 
a sunset hike starting at the Kemil Beach parking 
lot.  Afterward, participants gather around a camp-
fi re. The parking lot is one mile north of U.S. 12 on 
East State Park Road (County Road 300 East).
The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-

ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
• High Dunes Hike from 10-11 a.m. Saturday, 

Dec. 17. Meet a naturalist at the nature center 
for a hike to the summit of the state’s highest 
sand dune. Wear hiking shoes.

• Whoooose Hoot? at 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
17. Meet at the Nature Center Auditorium for a 
hands-on program about Dunes owls and migra-
tory owl species.

• Bird Window Bingo at 10 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 
18. Prizes will be awarded during a bird-theme 
version of the game.

• Snakes Alive! at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18. Meet 
at the Nature Center to view snakes and learn 
more about them.

• Creature Feature at 10:30 a.m. Monday-Fri-
day, Dec. 19-23. Naturalists will introduce a dif-
ferent animal that calls the Indiana Dunes home.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

Indiana Dunes National Park

Westchester Public Library
Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup 

at its Thomas and Hageman branches.
Use a library card or go online to place holds on 

up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fi ed the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number 
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your 
library card number and he/she will check out the 
items and take them to a table at the parking space 
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their 
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman) 
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas 
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at 
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton. 
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton. 
The Baugher Center is located at 100 W. Indiana 
Ave., Chesterton.

http://www.nps.gov/indu
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2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

Kevin Murphy Products

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS

CHRISTMAS  TO GO*

CHRISTMAS  EVE

NEW YEAR’S EVE

PatricksGrille.com           
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Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

BUY
SELL

TRADE

Nearly a Century Old
Editor’s note — Simeon Square Manager Deb 

Topolski provided the following information.
Mattie Dinwid-

die, who has lived 
at Simeon Square 
Retirement Com-
munity for more 
than 30 years, 
turned 99 on 
Monday, Nov. 28.

The residents 
held a birthday 
party for her at-
tended not only 
by residents, but 
also a few long-
time Immanuel 
Lutheran Church 
members.

The award-
winning gardener 
and workaholic 
can be seen walk-
ing the halls very 
early in the morning at Simeon, 1207 S. Woodland 
Ave., to make sure things are “up to par.” She cred-
its being raised on a farm to her work ethic.

Mattie Dinwiddie celebrates her 
99th birthday at Simeon Square 

Retirement Community.
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Vintage Lighting,Inc
Antique Heirloom Restoration & Repair

Slag Glass Lamp Repair � Patina Restoration 
Metal Fabrication � Antique Lighting &

Repurposed Custom Pieces For Sale
�

Bob Kopnicky, Metal Artisan  � (219) 369-3241
www.VintageLightingInc.com

Visit us on FaceBook

ale

41

Since 1993

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 32 years in business

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

http://www.VintageLightingInc.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
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In the Area
Dec. 15 — Coolspring Storytime, 1:30-2 p.m., 

Coolspring library branch, 6925 W. County Road 
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Dec. 16 — Film Showing: “Mission Joy,” 2-3:30 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 16-18 — “The Canterbury Christmas 
Show (With the Grumpy Green Elf!),” Canterbury 
Theatre, 807 Franklin St. Times: 6 p.m. Dec. 16, 
2 & 6 p.m. Dec. 17, 2 p.m. Dec. 18. Info: www.
canterburytheatre.org

Dec. 17 — Warm Up with a Cup: Polar Express 
Edition, noon-4 p.m., Coolspring library, 6925 W. 
County Road 400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 17 — Saturday Movie at the Library, “Pad-
dington 2,” 1-3 p.m., Coolspring library branch, 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Info: www.lapor-
telibrary.org

Dec. 17 — Monday Musicale Holiday Concert, 2 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 17 — “Night at the Giese Church,” 6-8 p.m., 
LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 
Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Dec. 18 — Free annual Christmas Cantata, “In-
vitation to a Miracle,” 3 p.m., Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1725 E. Barker Ave.

Dec. 19 — Family Pajama Storytime, 6-6:30 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 21 — Harpist Debra Sawyer, 2 p.m., Michi-
gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049.

Through Dec. 30 — Holidays at Barker Man-
sion, 631 Washington St. Hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri., closed Monday. Ad-
mission: $16.50/adults, $10/children & seniors, free/
children 2 & younger, active military, veterans. Info: 
www.barkermansion.org

Through Dec. 31 — Ginny Scott abstract/ex-
pressionist paintings, Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St.

Through Dec. 31 — Works by Andrea Bojrab, 
Queen of All Saints Catholic Church’s Legacy Cen-
ter, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Center hours:  6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sun. Info: (219) 872-9196.
First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 

Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors open/8:30 
a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular Bingo/10 a.m.

Thursdays in December — Needle Arts Club 
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

In the Region
Dec. 15 — Acorn Holiday Open Mic Night fea-

turing Abbie Thomas, 7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Performer 
Inquiries: openmic@acornlive.org

Dec. 15, 22 — Bird Feeder Talks, 10-11 a.m., 
Park Connection Offi ce off Chellberg Farm parking 
lot, Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 20/12, Por-
ter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Dec. 16 — The Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 
49, Porter. Info: www.nps.gov/indu (219) 395-1882.

Dec. 17 — High Dunes Hike, 10-11 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 17 — Christmas at Chellberg Farm Open 
House, noon-3 p.m., parking lot at Mineral Springs 
Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: www.nps.
gov/indu (219) 395-1882.

Dec. 17 — Whoooose Hoot?, 2 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 17 — Harbor Country Hikers, 2 p.m. EST, 
Warren Dunes State Park, 12032 Red Arrow High-
way, Sawyer, Mich. Info: harborcountryhikers@
gmail.com, www.harborcountryhikers.com

Dec. 17 — Davy Knowles, 8 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 
107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: 
$30 + $5 convenience fee, $55 + $5 convenience fee 
(reserved). Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Dec. 18 — Bird Window Bingo, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390. 

Dec. 18 — Snakes Alive!, 2 p.m., Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390. 

Dec. 19-23 — Creature Feature, 10:30 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 21 — Winter Solstice Hike, 3-5 p.m., Kemil 
Beach, one mile north of U.S. 12 on East State Park 
Road (County Road 300 East). Info: www.nps.gov/
indu (219) 395-1882.

Through Dec. 23 — 44th Elkhart Juried Re-
gional, Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. 
Main St., Elkhart. Hours (all Eastern): 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Tues.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Admission: $10/
adults, $6/8-12, $8/13-18 & college students with 

http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.canterburytheatre.org
http://www.canterburytheatre.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.barkermansion.org
mailto:openmic@acornlive.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.nps.gov/
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ID. Info: www.midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-66
Through Jan. 8, 2023 — Annual members’ ex-

hibit, Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, 
Mich. Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org

Through Jan. 8, 2023 — “Charged: The Rise, 
Fall & Resurgence of Electric Vehicles,” The 
Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin St., 
South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, 
$9.50 - seniors 60+, $7 - youth ages 6-18.  Info: www.
studebakermuseum.org, (574) 235-9714.

Through Jan. 12, 2023 — Annual Members’ 
Exhibit, Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. 
Free artists’ reception: noon-2 p.m. Dec. 10. Hours: 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: 
(219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through Jan. 19 — Bridget Marcus pastels, 
“Fight Pattern: South African Birds,” The Village 
Gallery at Pines Village Retirement Communi-
ties, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso. Gallery 
hours: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Info: (219) 465-
1591, www.pinesvillage.org

Through May 29, 2023 — “Built to Last: Stude-
baker Buildings Past & Present,” The Studebaker 
National Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend. 
Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 
p.m. Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, $9.50 - seniors 
60+, $7 - youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-9714, 
www.studebakermuseum.org

Mondays  — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New 
Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California 
Road. Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-
3909, friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com 

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “The Menu.” 
Rated R. Times: 3 p.m. Dec. 16-19. Holiday Film Se-
ries: “Elf,” 7 p.m. Dec. 15, free; “Home Alone,” 6 p.m. 
Dec. 16, $5; “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vaca-
tion,” 6 p.m. Dec. 17, $5; “Die Hard,” 6 p.m. Dec. 18, 
$5; “The Shop Around the Corner,” 6 p.m. Dec. 19, 
$5; “A Christmas Story,” 3 p.m. Dec. 23, $5; “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas,” 3 p.m., Dec. 24, $5.  
All times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, 
(269) 756-3522.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
www.littlegiantpizza.com

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

36 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

http://www.midwestmuseum.us
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.pinesvillage.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
PERSONAL SERVICES

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 

Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
Home spruce-up: Paint yard, wallpaper, cleanouts, pet care.

(219) 210-0241
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

December Special: Half-price jewelry sale. (219) 733-2403 • 
www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Come to H&S Services for all your SNOW REMOVAL/FIREWOOD 
needs this season! Landscape services available upon request. 

(219) 872-8946
Festivus for the Rest of Us!

Christmas list growing? Christmas dollars shrinking? Call for Lefty’s Pro 
Shop Inflation Beat Your Prices at 50% off or more on in-stock items. 

Great selection of kids, teens, ladies and men’s full sets with bags, $40 
and up. Great selection of big 460cc drivers by TaylorMade, Cobra, 

Callaway, Tour Edge, Wilson and more. Lefty has all things golf! Putters, 
wedges, irons, woods, hybrids, drivers, carts, bags and shoes, $2 and up. 

Free Christmas bonus gift for every shopper. Call (219) 873-0858 for a 
Christmas experience with Lefty, Olive, Pogo and Yogi.  

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

KV-Staffing is offering private home care services from 1-24 hr of ser-
vice, can start immediately. All staff is licensed, insured and supervised, 

with a nurse on call 24-7. Services offered: daily living skills, errands, 
small meal prep, light house cleaning and more. Please call KV Staffing 

Agency at (812) 773-7219.
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS

Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 
Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. Call for more info 

at (219) 809-8183.
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 
airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or 

rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile
’Tis The Season 

Accepting New Clients
Get your winter projects done before spring arrives!

Kitchens, Baths, Floors, Doors, Trim, Painting & More!
Call to set up an appointment

Kip Hollingshead: (219) 210-8499. Licensed, Bonded, Insured
ALL-N-ONE CONSTRUCTION & HANDYMAN SERVICES 

(SMALL REPAIRS). 
ROOFING: Leaks & shingle repair, all types of roofing; SIDING: Windows, 

doors, GUTTERS: Decks, framing, trim work, electrical, minor plumb-
ing, drywall, flooring, bathrooms, kitchens. (Smaller Jobs, bid by pictures 

phone). (No money down) (2 Guys Fair Price) 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015

 B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823

Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 15+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.
Handyman: I fix most domestic appliances, assemble kit furniture & bar-

becues, HVAC & much more. References. Call (219) 369-7214.
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
PETERSEN PAINTING

Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 
walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-

dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 
Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Great time to call! Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications 

possible. We leave houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very 
reasonable. I have a full crew.  We would be very appreciative to work 

in your home. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com


December 15, 2022 Page 33
THE

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

Dec. 6, 2022
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Striking Beauties     38  14
2. Lady Strikers     32  20
2. Spare Me     32  20
3. Pin Pals      30  22
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Diana Holt  169
2. Dottie Brinckman    159
3. Ann Bogart   155
4. June Salmon  152
5. Mary Lou McFadden (series)  423
SPLITS
Kim Stokes    5-6
Kathy Staninger     2-7
Tina Sonderby    2-7
Mary Lou McFadden    3-10

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at 
(219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
Private Gardening Service

Perennial Care / Containers / Design
FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

FOR SALE
Holiday Deals Now: Brand New: 48’ ladder, top electrical oven, 9’ light 

box, office chairs (2). Make offer at (219) 210-1181. Ho-ho!
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”
Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property
Notice is hereby given that the self-storage units listed below will be sold 

on a public website by competitive bidding ending at 10 a.m. Dec. 16, 
2022, at www.lockerfox.com for the property at:

Storage Solutions
4901 U.S. 12, Michigan City, IN 46360

(219) 872-4247
No. 026 - Kristan Fatouros
No. 072 - Jose Segovia Jr.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 
lures, reels, collectibles, Halloween postcards. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

infinitymichiana.com

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS INDIANA

Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515

Mountaintop cabin for rent in Sheridan Beach. Spectacular views of 
lake & skyline. Very private. Unfurnished. Utilities not included. $1,600 

per month. (630) 881-2420
IN-LAW APARTMENT: Completely furnished, single, NIPSCO/cable. 

Non-smoker. No pets. $1,200/month. Call (219) 873-5779.

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
http://www.lockerfox.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch.com
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
mailto:leasing@harborandlake.com
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Christmas Bells by Jennifer Chiaverini (pa-
perback $17 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook and an audiobook. 314 pages)

Jennifer Chiaverini has an instinctive way of 
bringing history to life. With apparent ease, she 
breathes life into real people from the past while 
adding fi ctional characters who blend in so well, 
they seem just as real. Her extensive research is  
evident, and what makes historical fi ction such a 
popular genre. Some of her other bestselling titles 
include: Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker, The Spy Mis-
tress, Mrs. Lincoln’s Rival, Switchboard Soldiers 
and Fates and Traitors.

“I heard the bells on Christmas Day/ Their old fa-
miliar carols play/ And wild and sweet/ The words 
repeat/ Of peace on earth, good-will to men!”

One of the most beloved poems turned into a 
Christmas carol...but how did it begin? In this 
seasonal story, Chiaverini has combined the great 
American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and 
the dark days of the American Civil War, with a 
present-day story of people fi ghting their own per-
sonal wars and uncertain futures.

Our story opens in the present at St. Margaret’s 
Church in Boston. It is a catalyst for a group of peo-
ple whose lives will come together in the most sur-
prising ways. A Christmas miracle? Maybe.

The priest at the church is Father Ryan, who is 
assisted by Sister Winifred, who’s been there since 
before Father Ryan was born. The church has a 
children’s choir led by Sophia, with piano accompa-
niment by Lucas. They’re in love, but can’t seem to 
admit it to each other, let alone themselves! 

Charlotte and Alex, two siblings in the choir, have 
a father who’s MIA in Afghanistan. Camille, recent 
widow of a state senator, quietly sits in the back of 
the church listening to the choir sing. 

Each of these people has a story told in the man-
ner of The Canterbury Tales. The meshing of their 
stories will have a profound effect on each of them 
in this season of hope, so proudly and loudly pro-
claimed by the ringing of the Christmas bells.

In between these stories, we learn something of 
Longfellow. These chapters lead up to his writing 
the “Christmas Bells” poem. The music was added 
later. What you might not know is that Longfellow 
wrote that poem during Christmas 1863, while the 
nation was in the throes of a hateful civil war that 
threatened to divide us forever.

Going back to the summer of 1861, tragedy strikes 
the family when his beloved wife dies in a bizarre 
accident. Then, after war is declared, Henry’s old-
est son begs his father to sign papers so he can join 
the Union Army. Here he is, suffering from the loss 
of his wife and now, the possible loss of his son. He 
can’t change his son’s mind. Charley runs away and 
joins the army anyway, and Longfellow soon loses 
his desire to write…

Then, in 1863, Longfellow listens to the ringing 

of the church bells on Christmas Day and contem-
plates the state of his world. He remembers his 
wife’s words: “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep.” 
It reminds him of his faith in God’s plan, that good 
would prevail and soon, there will truly be peace on 
earth.

Yes, hope and inspiration can come when we least 
expect it. 

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter

Going to be gone for a while?
You can always read

on line in its entirety
at

www.thebeacher.com

THE

TM

http://www.thebeacher.com
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2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

305 RAMION AVENUE
 MICHIGAN CITY, IN

3 BED / 1 BATH • 936 SF

501 EL PORTAL DRIVE
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

5 BED / 4 BATH • 5,200 SF

409 DUPAGE STREET 
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

3 BED / 2 BATH • 2,432 SF

MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

David Albers ................219.728.7295
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659
Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324

JUST LISTED

106 BRECKENRIDGE AVENUE
MICHIGAN CITY,  IN

3 BED / 2.1 BATH • 2,230 SF

JUST LISTED
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