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About the Cover
A big thank you to Hesston Steam Museum 

General Manager Ted Rita for helping us with our 
Christmas edition cover. The Beacher’s 

Bob Wellinski was able to snap a photo of Santa 
riding the museum’s Porter No. 2. Santa was 

played by Pat Logan, who was assisted by 
his wife, Terri, as Mrs. Claus.

A Giving Heart
by Kim Nowatzke

his holiday season, Kevin Brown 
has the chance to give back in a 
new way to The Salvation Army 
of Michigan City.

The organization that changed his 
life.

Brown, president of Reprographic 
Arts Inc., is the honorary chairperson 
of The Salvation Army’s 2022 Red Ket-
tle Campaign. 

“It’s an honor and a privilege – a re-
connection – to light the fl ame again,” 
he said. 

The title was bestowed upon him at 
the annual Red Kettle Kick-Off in No-
vember at McDonald’s, 3507 Franklin 
St. 

“Kevin is a beacon of light in the 
Michigan City community,” said Jen-
ilee Haynes Peterson, Salvation Army 
of Michigan City development director. 
“He has overcome a lot and is always 
willing to help others.”

One of Brown’s responsibilities for 
The Salvation Army is helping develop 
and implement its kettle campaign 
through donations from donors, corpo-
rations and foundations. 

“They do so much for so many,” he 
said of The Salvation Army. “This is 
my tagline – it’s true.” 

Brown, 63, has supported the lo-
cal organization over the past three 
decades through discounts on print 
items. But his dedication and com-
mitment to The Salvation Army run 
deeper. 

Born in Denver, Colo., Brown came 
to Michigan City as a young child. 
He joined the U.S. Navy in December 
1976.

“I wanted to get out of Michigan City and see 
what was out there,” he explained. 

He went through boot camp in San Diego. Then, 

Kevin and Elizabeth Brown are photographed at the Annual Red Kettle Kick-Off 
on Nov. 2 at McDonald’s, 3507 Franklin St. Kevin is the honorary chairperson 

of the 2022 Red Kettle Christmas Campaign.

t

as a quarter master navigator, he was responsible 
for chartering the USS Okinawa, on which he was 
stationed. Throughout his four years of service, he 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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went on what was nicknamed the “WestPac (West-
ern Pacifi c) Cruise,” as he traveled to Hawaii, South 
Korea, the Philippines and Japan. 

Ironically, his brother, Michael, also served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1973-1977, but on the opposite end 
of the country. 

“He was on the East Coast and I was on the West 
Coast,” Kevin said. 

After his military discharge in July 1979, Brown 
stayed in San Fernando Valley, Calif. But it was 
there he became involved with alcohol and sub-
stance abuse. 

He said eventually, “I got tired of living the same 
day over and over.”

Ready for a life of recovery, Brown contacted the 
Veterans Administration, which referred him to The 
Salvation Army. Although he was raised religiously, 
Brown said it was a time of “reconnection back with 
God.” He completed its rehabilitation program and 
became a Salvation Army employee. 

This photo of Kevin Brown and his wife, Elizabeth, 
was taken at a celebration of his 30 years of 
recovery from alcohol and substance abuse.

Continued on Page 4

Through it, Brown also met the love of his life, 
Elizabeth, or “Eli.” While working at the front desk 
of the local Salvation Army, Brown noticed her and 
her two sisters as they visited its thrift store. 

“I took her out to a Peruvian exhibit at UCLA 
(University of California, Los Angeles) and that was 
it,” he shared. “What timing – God has a plan.” 

They married in April 1994. Their son, Kevin D. 
Brown, was born in 1995. The family moved back to 
Michigan City in 1997. 

“My dad (Fred Brown) was getting ready to re- 8 MAPLE STREET      THREE OAKS, MI         
WOMEN’S MEN’S SHOES JEWELRY BOOKS GIFT

to all of you from all of us.

269.340.0346

PeaceLove & Joy
TO ALL OF YOU FROM ALL OF US.
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tire,” he explained, “and I decided to help him with 
the business.” 

That business was Reprographic Arts. After 
working as a salesman for a drafting supply compa-
ny, Fred started his own business making ammonia 
blueprint copies of architectural designs in 1970. 
Regular customers The Skillman Corp., Fanning & 
Howey Architects, Tonn & Blank Construction and 
Larson-Danielson Construction, along with a few 
other subcontractors, kept the small business busy 
at its 201 W. Second St. location. 

A Giving Heart Continued from Page 3

Kevin Brown and his father, Fred, in a photo taken around 1997.

Kevin Brown is the owner of Reprographic Arts Inc., 
2824 E. Michigan Blvd. Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

The business expanded to the public with its 
1995 move to a 3,300-square-foot building at 1017 
Franklin St. After Kevin and Elizabeth joined the 
team in 1997, the business transitioned to digital 
dry toner prints, which signifi cantly decreased pro-
duction times. The next 10 or so years saw more ex-
pansions, including being one of the region’s fi rst to 
incorporate the Internet into its business plan and 
services. In 2017, it moved to a 5,500 square-foot 
location at 2824 E. Michigan Blvd. Last month, the 
business added 800 square feet of space. 

Brown said it’s rewarding to be a local business 
owner because, “I get to know a lot of people and can 
help people.” 

Speaking about Brown as a person, Peterson 
said, “Those that have seen the darkness can help 
others see the light. Even though Kevin now runs a 
successful business, it hasn’t always been this way 
for him, and he stays humble through his successes 
pulling others up with him.”

During a Nov. 3 interview with WIMS’ Ric 
Federighi, Maj. Rebecca Simmons of The Salvation 
Army told Brown, “You’re always looking for a way 
to give. You’re so much a part of this community. 
You’re not just giving back for this. You give back 
all the time.” 

She cites the “Michigan City Strong” campaign 

launched by Brown during the COVID-19 pandemic 
in which he printed T-shirts, mugs, yard signs and 
more with the inspiring message. 

“During COVID, you were printing the ‘Michigan 
City Strong’ shirts...making sure that we stayed 
strong and that we weren’t giving up and that we 
stayed strong and got through,” Simmons said.

Peterson also spoke of Brown’s contributions to 
his community, in addition to the Michigan City 
Strong effort. 

“He helps other entrepreneurs get a strong start, 
such as hosting Social Que in his parking lot,” she 
said. “He continues to expand his business in this 
community, adding to his team as he goes.”

During the radio interview, Brown shared some 
thoughts on how The Salvation Army made a differ-
ence in his life. 

“It took me way back 30 years, and I was just 
choked up at the idea of me doing that,” he said. 
“They were there for me. They were there for me for 
the physical, but they were also there for the spiri-
tual. I needed a spiritual resurrection, and I got it 
through them.” 

Kevin D. Brown, 27, is the son of Kevin and Elizabeth Brown.
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In addition to supporting 
The Salvation Army, Brown 
visits area prisons and treat-
ment centers, sharing his sto-
ry of recovery and hope. 

“I’ve been doing that for the 
past 30 years,” he said. “With 
life’s ups and downs and how 
busy I am, sometimes it’s not 
easy, but then I think of the 
life I’ve been afforded and how 
grateful I am. You feel good 
after you go and know that it 
was something that you just 
had to do. I tell my story, en-
courage them and listen to 
what they have to share.”

When Brown returned to 
Michigan City, he organized 
recovery events, including two 
weekly groups still meeting 
after more than 20 years, and 
a special brunch that pays 
tribute to “old-timers” (those 
who have stayed “clean” for a set number of years). 

“I donate my experience, strength and hope to 
people,” he said. 

Just as Brown has been a faithful supporter of 
The Salvation Army, Elizabeth has done the same 

for a cause special to her 
heart: St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital. 

“She’s been doing that for 
decades,” Brown said. 

Brown also is active in 
the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice Lodge 75, Moose Lodge 
980 and Elks Lodge 432. He 
and Elizabeth enjoy attend-
ing plays and movies, and 
added a miniature Alaskan 
Klee Kai, named “RA” (pro-
nounced “Raah,” as a nod to 
their business) to their family 
four years ago. 

And, his faith still plays a 
big role in his life. 

“I pray for my wife, my son, 
recovery friends, my employ-
ees and my customers, the 
less fortunate and those that 
have not made it to recovery 
yet,” he said.

A sign hanging just inside his offi ce also tells visi-
tors just where he stands. 

“I believe God has a plan for me,” he said. “I pray 
for direction to follow it, patience to wait on it and 
knowledge to know when it comes.”

Kevin and Elizabeth Brown have fun at LaPorte’s Sunfl ower 
Fest, where Reprographics Arts had a booth.
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I could take my swipes at James Cameron and 
“Avatar: The Way of Water.” That the movie is too 
darn long. That Cameron writes dumb dialogue. 
That the midsection is repetitive. That the man can 
drag out a climax like it’s nobody’s business, sinking 
yet another ship, as if sending Titanic to its watery 
grave wasn’t bold enough.

Thing is, I loved the movie. For 
all his bombast and ego, Camer-
on still knows how to sweep you 
off your feet.

One reason “The Way of Wa-
ter” feels long, at 3 hours 12 
minutes, is that there ain’t much 
story. It’s a little more than a de-
cade after the events of the fi rst 
fi lm. Earth has made a more vig-
orous effort to colonize Pandora. 
Jake Sully (Sam Worthington), 
now chief of the Omaticaya, 
leads guerilla raids to thwart 
progress. With new avatars 
bringing back the heavies from 
the original, including Stephen 
Lang’s Quaritch, it’s decided the 
only way to stop the attacks is to 
take out Jake and his family.

So, Jake and clan go into hid-
ing, seeking refuge with reef peo-
ple whose ties to the water are 
their greatest asset.

Cameron is exploring one of his favorite themes 
here: whether you retreat from an enemy or stand 
and fi ght. And by spending the fi lm’s midsection 
largely in the water, he wants to fi rmly create this 
world in greater detail than before. The visuals are 
more lifelike than ever, particularly the expressions 
on faces. They have all the quirks and tics of living, 
breathing individuals.

We also get squabbling among Jake’s children, 
who resort to calling each other “buttholes” way 
more times than a screenplay by any Oscar winner 
should. And, Cameron spends a good 30 minutes fol-
lowing the kids as they adjust to this underwater 
world. The fi rst few times, the glory of the imagery 
consumes you: It’s alive with creatures. Then, as 
the kids head below the surface again…and again…
and again, I found myself checking the time on my 
cell phone, to see where we were amid the overall 
run time.

The last hour, as Jake and his fellow Pandorans 
face off against their enemy, is exhilarating proof 
that when it comes to large-scale action, there is no 
one better than Cameron. Yes, there are echoes of 
“The Abyss” “Aliens” and “Titanic,” but Cameron 
knows something that only Peter Jackson seems to 

appreciate these days. You can throw all your mon-
ey onto the screen, but what invigorates audienc-
es are genuine heroics. As Pandora rallies against 
their pursuers, Cameron gives us underwater sub-
mersibles, spider-like vessels, victories and tragic 
losses. When the beauty of Pandora’s aquatic life 

aids Jake’s family, Cameron pulls back, allowing 
the haunting imagery to rattle you.

Just when it seems Cameron has added one end-
ing too many, along comes the fi nal scene that, well, 
it got to me. Tears and all.

That’s the thing about Cameron. Embracing his 
movies means forgiving the fl aws because the spec-
tacle overwhelms you…and in the best way possible.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Editor’s Note
As you’ll see, I went overboard packing this 

week’s edition with reviews. I wanted to write 
as many as possible before we take a two-week 
break. Once we resume publication Jan. 12, 
I’ll start unveiling my picks for my favorite TV 
shows from 2022, as well as my Top 10 fi lms of 
the year.

“Avatar: The Way of Water” is Big, Dumb and Insanely Entertaining
by Andrew Tallackson

The fi lm’s images, 
indeed, are a wonder 

to behold.

★ ★ ★
“Avatar: The Way of Water”

Running time: 192 minutes. Rated PG-13 for sequences of strong 

violence & intense action, partial nudity, some strong language

1/2
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wishing you
and your family a very

from the line mullins group
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2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070
2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

PAT TYM
ABR, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.210.0324

 ·  219.874.7070

GROUPGROUP

HAPPY

Holidays
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

David Albers ................219.728.7295
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659
Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324

too much milk & cookies
HAPPY HOLIDAYS



December 22, 2022Page 12
THE

DRIER’S
MEAT MARKET

Celebrating MORE  
than a Century of 
doing business in  

Three Oaks
Open through New Year’s Eve
Through Christmas, We’re Open 7 Days a Week

Regular Market Hours:
10:30 am to 5 pm EST

Closed New Year’s Day-Easter

14 S. Elm St., Three Oaks, MI 49128
(269) 756-3101

info@driers.com • https://www.driers.com

Lilly Endowment Scholars
Unity Foundation announced Kayla Campbell and 

Paloma Valdes are the 2023 LaPorte County recipi-
ents of the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship.

Campbell, a Michigan City High School senior, 
has demonstrated leadership in 
her school and community through 
extracurricular and volunteer ac-
tivities, including: American Legion 
Auxiliary Hoosier Girls State, Help-
ing Hands Club, Student Council, 
Teen Arts Council and Trio. She 
wants to become a broadcast jour-
nalist. She has excelled academical-

ly, including in advanced placement, dual credit and 
honors courses, and is ranked at the top of her class.

Valdes, a Marquette Catholic High School senior, 
has balanced academics with leadership roles in  ex-
tra-curricular activities, including: Art Club, Drama 

Club, Indiana Academic Super Bowl, 
Quiz Bowl, National Honor Society 
and Varsity Tennis. Involved in her 
community, she wants to make the 
technology industry more inclusive, 
and leverage technology to improve 
societal issues in education, health 
care and the environment. She is 
ranked at the top of her class and 
excelled in her coursework, which 

includes advanced placement, dual credit and hon-
ors courses.

Each scholarship provides for full tuition, re-
quired fees and up to $900 per year for books and 
equipment. It must be applied to four years of full-
time undergraduate study at a baccalaureate de-
gree at any eligible Indiana public or private non-
profi t college or university. 

Lilly scholars also may participate in the Lilly 
Scholars Network. The scholarship program and 
LSN are supported by Lilly Endowment grants to 
Independent Colleges of Indiana.

Unity received approximately 70 applications for 
the scholarship from students in the county. They 
were scored on academic achievement, service to 
others, extracurricular activities and, to a lesser ex-
tent, fi nancial need. A committee of local volunteers 
reviewed the applications, not knowing the names 
until after selecting fi nalists. The committee inter-
viewed each of the eight fi nalists and submitted 
nominations to ICI, the program’s statewide admin-
istrator, for the fi nal selection.

The six remaining fi nalists will receive a $2,000 
scholarship through the Ludington Scholarship in 
the Unity Foundation, and are eligible to apply for 
dozens of other scholarships administered by Unity 
beginning Jan. 1, 2023. 

Visit www.ufl c.net for additional information on 
the scholarships and deadlines.

mailto:info@driers.com
https://www.driers.com
http://www.ufl
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$1,450,000 NEW PRICE

1026 N. Karwick Road
(219) 871-0001

4121 Franklin St.
(219) 874-2121

T
MICHELE CIHAK

219-861-2073 • michelecihak@yahoo.com

6 PONCHARTRAIN TRAIL
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

LIVE THE LAKE LIFE HERE IN MICHIANA SHORES! Two short 
blocks to Lake Michigan beaches w/deeded beach rights on 
almost an acre of natural dune sits this 4BR, 3 1/2BA home. 
Features in-ground heated pool, poolside solarium with 
wet bar to enjoy for generations to come! Three levels of 
living space, beautiful kitchen w/maple cabinetry, granite 
counters, double ovens, stainless appliances. Nice size 
bedroom w/double closets & sliders to rear yard. Living 
room, full bath, vaulted ceiling sunroom with skylights, wood 
stove, separate heat/air. Top floor has 2 level master with its 
own bath & spiral staircase. Additional bedroom, with full 
bath, a wonderful great room with wood-burning fireplace & 
wet bar to entertain friends. Lower level includes bedroom 
w/closets, no egress window, laundry room, a sauna to relax 
after a hard day at work. A one-car garage built-in can make 
for additional living space. Street level 2-car garage with 
overhead storage. Seasonal lake views! Call today!

New Listing
Vacant Land

19589 Oak Drive, New Buffalo, MI  $75,000
Buildable lot (60 X 100)  in Grand Beach, Michigan 
Shores Country Club! Bring your building plans for 
your dream home & start making happy memories!

Merry Christmas
Give the gift of relaxation

f

Supporting Toys for Tots

Patrick’s Grille each holiday season collects gifts to donate to Toys for 
Tots, along with presenting a $1,000 check. The restaurant, 4125 Franklin 
St., places a collection box in its foyer for customers to leave unwrapped 
gifts. To encourage donations, Patrick’s rewards customers with a coupon 

for a free appetizer. Pictured is Patrick’s Grille General Manager Julie 
Krause with the donations.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Eaton Chiropractic, 8690 Pahs Road, noon-5 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 22.
• First United Methodist Church, 1225 Michigan 

Ave., LaPorte, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 29.
• Northwest Health Heart and Vascular Building, 

901 Lincolnway, LaPorte, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 29.

• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 
Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3.

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 9.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

mailto:michelecihak@yahoo.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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say Goodbye...

 home of many years

 lots of maintenance

 high utilities

 STAIRS!

 say Hello to…

 vaulted and open

 low maintenance

 beach close

 brand new RANCH!

sheila carlson

selling homes inc
219.874.1180
219.861.3702 cell
sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
licensed in IN/MI

mailto:sheila@sellinghomesinc.com
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HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS

CHRISTMAS  TO GO*

CHRISTMAS  EVE

NEW YEAR’S EVE

PatricksGrille.com           
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Interested in advertising in the Dining Guide? Call us today at (219) 879-0088

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

@bartlettsfishcamp

LIVE MUSIC
THIS !
 Wed.-Thurs. open 3pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am. 

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More

Hot   Pans
Comfort Food & Catering

1701 Franklin Street, Michigan City, Indiana 46360
219-221-6801

www.hotpanscatering.com

Our po ts stay ho t ,  when yours are no t .

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website, Now offering online ordering through our website, 
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

615 Indiana 212, Michigan City
(219) 999-9918

Dine in or Carryout

Bar 

Find our menu at:

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

Happy Holidays 
from 

Swingbellys!

Closed Jan. 1
Reopen Feb. 1

http://www.hotpanscatering.com
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In “The Fabelmans,” you can feel Steven Spiel-
berg trying to process the pain of his parents’ di-
vorce. The impact of it not only on his childhood, but 
his desire to become a fi lmmaker.

For those who’ve grown up with Spielberg’s fi lms, 
“The Fabelmans” is a treat. But for a new genera-
tion showing an alarming indifference to him, the 
movie is falling on deaf ears.

For a good 25 years, Spielberg was synonymous 
with movie escapism. Sure, his thoughts on the 
American family crept into pictures like “Jaws,” 
“E.T.” and “Poltergeist,” but the director typically 
dreamed big. Thrilling us. Making us weep. Flirt-
ing with adult material commenced with “The Color 
Purple,” “Empire of the Sun” and “Always,” but it 
was the Oscar-winners “Schindler’s List” and “Sav-
ing Private Ryan” that cemented his status with 
critics and older audiences.

Not so today. Last year, audiences gave his “West 
Side Story” remake the cold shoulder. Likely his 
biggest failure. A recent online poll cited the quint-
essential Spielberg movie as “Jurassic Park.” That 
was nearly 30 years ago.

“The Fabelmans,” now in theaters and through  
View on Demand, marches to a different beat from 
Spielberg’s past. Quiet. Refl ective. No big emotional 
crescendos or three-hankie fi nish. That the movie 
runs more than 2 1/2 hours, yet is never dull, is 
a testament to his gifts as a storyteller. This is a 
man who, as we see in “The Fabelmans,” lives and 

breathes fi lm.

We meet the movie’s Spielberg surrogate, Sammy, 
as a child taken by his parents to his fi rst movie. 
He’s terrifi ed. The idea of being in the dark, sur-
rounded by strangers. But the movie is Cecil B. 
DeMille’s “The Greatest Show on Earth,” an elabo-
rate train crash unexpectedly thrilling him. From 
then on, a camera remains at his ready. A lens into 
his own world, and the potential to create new ones.

His parents are played by Paul Dano (“There Will 
Be Blood”) and Michelle Williams (“Manchester by 
the Sea”). Early in the movie, there is something 
oddly artifi cial about them, as if they haven’t settled 
into the roles. Dano, in particular, feels uncomfort-
ably stiff. Then, Williams fi nds her footing, and the 
performance is heartbreaking. A woman with so 
much talent, but no outlet to release it. Williams 
create a woman who loves life, even as reality fails 
to deliver the life she craves.

As a teen, Sammy (Gabriel LaBelle) mounts 
more elaborate productions — westerns, frequently 
— complete with effects and editing tricks. What 
he discovers is that his camera is a window into 

Spielberg Gets Personal 
With “The Fabelmans”

by Andrew Tallackson

Gabriel LaBelle plays the Spielberg surrogate of “The Fabelmans.”

★ ★ ★
“The Fabelmans”

Running time: 151 minutes. In theaters, VOD. 

Rated PG-13 for some strong language, thematic

 elements, brief violence and drug use.

1/2
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truth. In the movie’s dramatic cen-
terpiece, footage he culls from a 
family camping trip slips a bitter 
secret into the light. His mother 
is having an affair with his dad’s 
best friend (Seth Rogen). We see 
it not from the two caught in the 
act, but in small gestures. Hands 
held tight. Longing stares. And 
when Sammy forces his mother to 
watch the footage edited together, 
the collapse in Williams’ face is 
her ticket to a Best Actress Oscar 
nomination.

(I maintain that Danielle Dead-
wyler’s raw work in “Till” is the
performance of the year; the Gold-
en Globes, however, beg to differ.)

Spielberg’s screenplay, which 
he penned with frequent collabo-
rator Tony Kushner (“Lincoln,” 
“Munich”), delves into the anti-
Semitism he experienced in high school, and the 
subsequent desire to create images that spur in-
stant approval. His relationship with a Christian 
girl at school, though, veers into cartoon caricature.

Spielberg has schooled us for so long in expecting 
emotional climaxes, we’re surprised by how the end 
to “The Fabelmans” lacks any oomph. But with a 

Michelle Williams delivers the most complex performance as a woman yearning for a creative outlet.

last-second camera tilt that honors the scene pre-
ceding it, Spielberg is winking at us. Smiling at the 
thought of what would come next.

And, as we know, what the young fi lmmaker fre-
quently achieved was golden.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

THANK YOU
for your continued trust this 

year. I couldn’t do what I do 

without the unwavering 

support of my clients, 

friends and neighbors.
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In many ways, Guillermo del Toro can lay claim 
to introducing a “Pinocchio” we’ve never seen be-
fore. That by being more faithful to Carlo Collodi’s 
story, but with a few twists, it’s like experiencing 
this world for the fi rst time.

It isn’t perfect. However, it is a return to form for 
“The Shape of Water” Oscar winner, more in keep-
ing with his imaginative “Pan’s Labyrinth” (2006) 
than the beautiful bore of last year’s “Nightmare Al-
ley.” Stop-motion animation that isn’t afraid of the 
darker, nastier elements. 

As a fairy tale, this feels fuller, less episodic than 
the 1940 Disney classic. For example, we know 
lonely puppet maker Geppetto mourns the loss of 
a child, but del Toro spends the fi rst 10 minutes of 
his fi lm getting to know father and son during the 
Great War in Italy. Geppetto (voiced by David Brad-
ley) is the loving, doting father and Carlo (voiced 
by Gregory Mann) the perfect son. Kind, energetic, 
respectful. So when an aerial bomb drops on the 
church where Geppetto toils on a statue of Jesus, 
Geppetto survives the explosion. Carlo does not. By 
this point, we’ve experienced the love between a fa-
ther and son so we understand why, 20 years later, 
he still mourns his son’s death.

The story from there runs parallel to the Disney 
fi lm: the introduction of Sebastian J. Cricket (voiced 

by Ewan McGregor), and a magical being (voiced by 
Tilda Swinton) who brings Geppetto’s hastily as-
sembled wooden puppet to life. But whereas Disney 
introduced a lifelike being, del Toro does the op-
posite. His wooden “child” is, indeed, pieces of tree 
limbs cobbled together, resembling the Ents from 
“The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers.” And un-
like Disney, this wooden boy is no saint. He’s a petu-
lant, disobedient child driving his father nuts.

The score by Alexandre Desplat, del Toro’s “Shape 
of Water” Oscar winner, is pure magic…but for some 
reason, the director felt his movie needed songs, 
and that’s where his fi lm runs into trouble. Desplat, 
working with lyricist Roeban Katz, inserts six musi-
cal numbers, and they are forgettable time-killers. 
By the third or fourth song, I heaved a sigh. The 
songs don’t advance the story. They stall it.

And maybe it’s me, but I’ve always found the pas-
sage where Pinocchio encounters a shady showman, 
well, boring. More like a prolonged road bump than 
any real progression of the story.

Guillermo del Toro Completely 
Reinvents “Pinocchio”

by Andrew Tallackson

Guillermo del Toro makes his vision of the title character resemble a being cobbled together from wooden branches.

★ ★ ★
“Guillermo del Toro’s Pinocchio”

Running time: 117 minutes. Netflix. Rated PG for dark thematic 

material, violence, peril, some rude humor and brief smoking.

1/2
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But what’s interesting 
here is how del Toro reimag-
ines the story in the context 
of 1930s fascism in Italy, 
complete with Benito Mus-
solini arriving for one of Pi-
nocchio’s shows. As in “Pan’s 
Labyrinth,” we are remind-
ed that sometimes, it is the 
monsters in the real world 
that are more terrifying than 
the imaginary ones. Del Toro, 
deviating entirely from what 
Disney’s vision, plunks the 
wooden boy into a training 
ground for young fascists, 
not too long before he en-
counters a sea creature that 
is more akin to the Kraken of 
Greek mythology than Mon-
stro the Whale. The stop mo-
tion animation, the lush col-
ors, are on full display here. 
You cannot take your eyes off the fi lm.

Disney was content to end his fi lm with Pinoc-
chio transformed into a human boy. Del Toro’s spin 
is more effective. A melancholy rumination on life 
itself, how time marches on despite our protests. We 
live, love and endure.

Another bold move. We know this story so well 
that to feel like we’re rediscovering it, well, that’s 
real magic.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Sebastian J. Cricket is more 
insect-like than in previous 

incarnations.

Duneland Home & Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Road

Michigan City, IN 46360

(219) 878-1720

Saturday, December 31  |   9pm-12:30am

tickets + 
Reservations

m u s i c  |  c o c k ta i l s  |  m i d n i g h t t o a s t
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Krueger Middle School chorus teacher Shirley Allen leads the eighth-grade choir in a performance of holiday songs for the Service League of Michigan 
City during a recent luncheon at Patrick’s Grille. Krueger choirs have been performing for groups around the community, including Imagination Station 

and Head Start, to perform a few numbers as they gear up for winter break.

In the Holiday Season
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HappyHolidays
The Beacher staff 
wishes you and yours 
a holiday season filled 
with joy, peace and love, 
and a New Year that 
promises more.

A special thanks to our 
advertisers. We couldn’t 
do what we do without 
you. And, of course, to 
you, our dear and 
faithful readers, thanks 
and see you next year!

The Beacher will take 
a two-week holiday 
and return Jan. 12.



T   was the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

T   he children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced through their heads;
And mamma in her kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap,
When out on the lawn there arose such a a clatter,
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.

A    way to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

T    he moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below;
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer,
With a little old driver, so lively and quick
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick..

M    ore rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name:
“Now Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer! and Vixen!
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch!  to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!

A    s dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleighful of toys, and St. Nicholas too.

A    nd then in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my head, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.

H    e was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot:
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back.
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.

H  is eyes, how they twinkled! his dimples, how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow;
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke, it encircled his head like a wreath.

H  e had a broad face, and a little round belly
that shook, when he laughed like a bowl full of jelly.

H  e was chubby and plump - a right jolly old elf -
And I laughed, when I saw him, in spite of myself;
A wink of his eye, and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

H  e spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

H  e sprang to his sleigh, to the team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew, like the down of a thistle,
But I heard him exclaim, e’re he drove out of sight,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!”

A Visit From St. Nicholas
by Clement C. Moore
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Dear Santa Claus
A beloved tradition returns to The Beacher with letters to Santa Claus from Notre Dame Elementary 

School second-graders, presented to you just as the children wrote them. Thanks to second-grade teacher 
Sara Conn for helping us out. Enjoy!

Dear Santa,
You’re the best Santa ever! I do 

my homework every night and I 
also get a lot of brag Bracelets at 
school. I try to make sure the play 
room is clean. Can I please have a 
few Nerf guns, a Crazy Fort, Lego 
Sorter, and Lego army men? Thank 
you, Santa.

Love, your friend, Charlie

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I 

have obeyed my mom. I was nice to 
friends and family. I followed direc-
tions at school. These are the pres-
ents I want for Christmas: First, a 
pink blanket. I want it because so I 
can lay with it in my bed. Second, a 
very cool ninja line with 20 big soft 
mats, so I can play on it outside 
with my brother. Last, a 1736 PCS 
Friends House Building Blocks Set 
Pool Party Building Toy. That is all 
I want for Christmas. Merry Christ-
mas, Santa. 

Love, Jacob 

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year, 

and I have been caring about my 
friends, family, and others. I have 
been doing good in school, helping 
everyone I can, and I have gotten 
four brag bracelets.

May I please have an Ultimate 
Bluey house, because it’s so much 
cooler than the normal one.

May I also have the Rainbow 
Magic full series, but with no Fiona 
since I already have one, and two 
Nora ones. I’d like these because 
I like reading and I love Rainbow 
Magic. The reason I want two Nora 
books is so I can give my friend 
Nora one.

For my last one, may I have a toy 
bakery so I can bake by myself and 
bake every day and night if I want 
to? Merry Christmas to all and to 
all a good night. 

Love, Fiona 

Dear Santa,
I am good at school every day. I 

have been helping my mom with 
the dishes.

I want a drone so I can play with 
it, and Start Wars and Avatar video 
games. I will be very careful with 
them. Always careful. I want a pup-
py, a real puppy for fun and to play 
with. I want to help it. 

From, Zane

Dear Santa,
I have been a good brother to Oli-

ver and everybody else. I do home-
work every night. I have been good 
this year! I have got a lot of brag 
bracelets for being good at school. If 
you bring presents, I’ll give you ex-
tra cookies and be extra nice to my 
family.

May I please have a lot of Chica-
go White Sox jerseys? May I please 

have a Mega Nerf gun because it 
shoots farther than regular Nerf 
guns? May I please have a football 
shooter, because my brother does 
not play football usually? May I 
please have a lot of football jerseys 
for the Bears, because I can go to a 
football games? May I please have 
a lot of Bears’ helmets for a Bears’ 
games? 

Love William 

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year and I 

do my homework every day. l am su-
per good in school and this is what I 
want: I would like an iPhone 14 Pro 
Max and a drone to share with my 
brother. I would also like AirPods to 
listen to music in the morning, and 
I would also like a Lamborghini. 
I would like a football, a football 
shirt, a camera, and a soccer ball to 
play in the back yard. That is what 
I want for Christmas. 

From Everett 

Dear Santa,
I’ve gotten many Brag bracelets 

because I did good deeds at school. 
l’ve been helping my parents around 
the house and I have been helping 
my brothers with the room. I want a 
stuffed animal of you, Santa, that is 
red like your coat! I want an Elf on 
the Shelf, because I don’t have one. 
I want a Dallas Cowboys jersey, hel-
met, football, and cleats and pants.
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I want a new pair of pump shoes, 
a stuffed animal donkey, lion, and 
a stuffed animal of Mrs. Clause.  
Please get me a Pop It, a crucifi x, 
and a Fitbit. 

Love, your friend, Henry

Dear Santa
I have been good to John, Ber-

nadette, and Walter. I do my home-
work every day. I am good in school. 
I will give you a present and give 
you extra cookies. May I please have 
an American girl doll so my cousins 
and I can play with it together? May 
I have a camera to take pictures 
with? May I have Squishmallows to 
play with my siblings, Bernadette 
and Walter? Thank you, Santa.

Love, Noreen

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year. I 

have been getting very good grades 
this year. I always get A+,A or A-. 
I love school and I am very good at 
doing homework. I love to do assign-
ments and homework, and I love my 
teacher a lot. She is the best teacher 
ever! She always gives my class and 
I very fun assignments. For pres-
ents can I have a cross so I can pray 
every day and night?

Also can I have a book about 
saints and Jesus? May I also have 
a Roblox gift card? I really need Ro-
bux, and is it ok if it can be a lot of 
Robux, like 4000? I am not trying to 
be greedy.

May I please also have magnet 
balls? They stick together, and I 
have been watching videos and it 
looks very cool. May I please have 
a new bike? Mine is too small. Is it 
okay if the color is blue? It can be 
any shade of blue and green. I would 
like blue and green mixed for my 
bike. Can I also get lots of books? 
I really want some Bailey School 
Kids books because I like them.

Can I also get cars that move when 
you move it back? May I please also 
get a new camera with the camera 
thing that you put inside it and you 
get to take pictures? Mine is broken 
so I cannot use it. May I please also 
get something for my brother? I think 
he would like Hot Wheels because 
he sometimes plays with them, so I 
would like to give him that. 

Love, Charlotte

Dear Santa, 
I have been good this year. I am 

amazing at school and home. I get a 
lot of BRAG bracelets from school. 
I want a Crucifi x, so I can look at 
it when I pray and because I love 
Jesus. I want Hot Wheels because 
they are really cool and a Bears 
Jersey because I love them. Merry 
Christmas, Santa. 

Love, Joey 

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I fol-

low directions at school. I help a lot 
at home. This year, I want a drone 
to play outside with my brothers. 
Second, a basketball hoop because 
I have a basketball. Third, I want 
an Elf on the Shelf because they’re 
funny and mischievous. Fourth, I 
want a football because they’re so 
fun to play with. Next, I want a cru-
cifi x because I love Jesus.

May I please also have a Detroit 
Red Wings puck, because I love 
them? 

Love, Harry

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I do 

my homework every night. I’m su-
per good In school.

I would like a football jersey so I 
can go to the Bears’ game. I would 
also like to have some Pokémon 
cards because I like to trade. I would 
like to have Madden 22 and 23, be-
cause I have a Xbox and I can be 
good with it. You are the best Santa. 

Love, James

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I have 

been making the beds, and I have 
been really good to my little sister, 
too. What I really want for Christ-
mas is an aqua Nintendo Switch 
because I can play Mario Cart and 
Super Mario golf. I will share it 
with my little sister. Can I have a 
baseball bat, so I can play baseball? 
You’re the best! 

Love, Eila 

Dear Santa, 
I would like an iPhone 14 Pro, a 

stuffed animal, a Bailey School kids 
book, a baby Jesus statue, a small 
dog, and a drone? I would also like 
something for my teacher, like a 
mug. I will do my job at school, my 
homework, and I will be a help to 
my mom, dad, and sister. I will be 
good for mom, too. Thank you. 

Love, Cambria      

Dear Santa,
I promise you I have been good. 

For Christmas, can I have a dress 
designing kit and also a Friends 
Lego set? I want hope and joy to the 
world, happiness, a magic wand, 
and 5 tickets to Crystal Mountain. 
Merry Christmas! 

Love, Nora

Dear Santa,
How is it going down in the North 

Pole? I have been good this year. I 
clean the playroom when my mom 
tells me. I’m good in school. I do my 
homework. Could I have Harry Pot-
ter book 3, a gold monorail train, 
and maybe something else for my 
brother like a Barbie? Thank you, 
Santa. I hope you have a good trip 
around the world. Have a good 
Christmas. I hope you have an awe-
some day. Thank you so much for 
reading this note. I can’t wait for 
Christmas. Thank you so much for 
delivering our presents every year. 
Merry Christmas, Santa! 

Love Nathan

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I have 

been helping my mom with the 
dishes. I have been doing the laun-
dry and have been fi lling up the 
water bottles for my sisters every 
day for school. Can I please have 
a skateboard so I can learn how to 
do tricks? I would like a Bears foot-
ball jersey because I Iove the Bears. 
Can I please have super Mario Golf, 
because I love the Mario games? 
You’re the best! 

Love, Quinn

Dear Santa,
I was so helpful to my mom af-

ter she had surgery last week. In 
school I’m working very hard to 
get my missing work done. I’ve be-
ing very tidy at home and school. I 
would like to have a new toy car for 
my brother and I want to get Eva an 
L.O.L O.M.G doll. I would like to get 
my mom a new phone and a pair of 
leggings, because I love her. I would 
also like to get my dad a new Jacks 
Jigs t-shirt. For Fiona, I would like 
to get her a stuffed dog and a new 
pair of her favorite colored hair ties. 
I would like to get Noreen a little bit 
of gummy bears and get my class a 
new book set. Merry Christmas, 
Santa. 

Love, Moira
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Holiday at the Pops
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LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra nearly packed LaPorte Civic Auditorium in its entirety for the 
annual Holiday at the Pops concert on Dec. 10. The evening was a celebration not only of the Christmas 

season, but also of the abundance in local talent on display.
All photos by Bob Wellinski
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You could take the cancel culture stance against 
“Emancipation,” saying it doesn’t deserve our atten-
tion because of Will Smith’s behavior at the Oscars.

Or, you can argue the Apple TV+ fi lm is director 
Antoine Fuqua’s best, that major moviemaking ex-
ists here. Propulsive, brutal, moving, with a perfor-
mance by Smith that reminds you how intensely he 
commits to a role.

The movie’s inspiration is a real photo of a run-
away slave and his scourged back that propelled the 
abolitionist fi ght against slavery. Naysayers main-
tain Fuqua was the wrong person for this story. 
That he’s spent so many years with popcorn fl icks — 
“Training Day,” “Olympus Has Fallen,” “The Equal-
izer,” his superior 2016 “Magnifi cent Seven” remake 
— that he paces his story like an action picture. I 
say, his skills are on full display here.

For one thing, there is an authenticity here that 
was lacking in the similarly themed “Harriet” 
(2019). For all its power, that movie felt like a mov-
ie: freshly built sets, actors in costume. 

The physical production of “Emancipation” — its 
budget is rumored at $120 million — creates an un-
compromising depiction of slavery as Hell on Earth. 
Some of it has to do with the striking cinematogra-
phy by three-time Oscar winner Robert Richardson 
(“JFK,” “The Aviator,” “Hugo”). It isn’t 100 percent 
black and white; much of the color is saturated 
from the images. Hints of color —the greens within 
blades of grass, the reds of blood shed by slaves — 
lean toward sepia tones. The effect is a world with-
out hope. The physical labor involved to build train 

tracks is one of smoke, grime and brutal violence, 
with Fuqua’s camera gliding through it. It pulls you 
into this world more so than any static, more “re-
spectable” approach.

When Peter (Smith) and three other slaves stage 
a revolt, covered by Civil War combat in the back-
ground, they take to the swamps, headed for Baton 
Rouge where Lincoln’s troops are reported. If the 
tone of “Emancipation” takes on the drive of one 
of Fuqua’s action fi lms, that’s fi ne. It gives Peter’s 
journey an immediacy that “Harriet” lacked. The 
dangers — alligators, snakes, Peter’s pursuers — 
are vividly depicted.

As mentioned, when Smith commits to a role, he 
gives his all. Here, he’s gaunt, practically emaci-
ated, his face a mix of despair and drive propelled 
by his faith. Surprisingly, the movie, through Wil-
liam Collage’s screenplay, contemplates God’s pres-
ence amid the unthinkable. We see the confl ict on 
Smith’s face, and the truth is, we get caught up in 
Peter’s story and less on Smith’s Oscar controversy.

Ben Foster, the quirky actor from “3:10 to Yuma” 
and “The Messenger,” is in full method-actor mode 
as Peter’s lead pursuer. He plays a man almost se-
rene in his violence, but who has a key scene mid-
way through the fi lm that powerfully conveys how 

Yes, “Emancipation” Comes With 
Baggage...But It’s Also Powerful

by Andrew Tallackson

Will Smith’s character in “Emancipation” is based on a real runaway slave whose photo helped fuel the abolitionist movement.

★ ★ ★
“Emancipation”

Running time: 132 minutes. Apple TV+. Rated R for

strong racial violence, disturbing images and language

1/2
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racism is not instinctive, but taught. Cultivated.
The last act of “Emancipation” sees Peter joining 

Union forces, and it’s a rather abrupt shift in tone 
that Fuqua might have handled better. But the en-
suing action on the battlefi eld is so epic, so expertly 
staged, it invigorates you, all the way to the excep-
tionally moving fi nal scene.

I don’t disagree with the criticisms of “Emancipa-
tion.” That it’s a B movie masquerading as Oscar 
bait. That we can’t be objective about Smith, who’s 
still on the cancel culture naughty list. But the mov-
ie held me in its grip. There is genuine moviemak-
ing craft here. That cannot be denied. 

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

The movie, with subtle power, recreates how the photo was taken.

   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Final Days of Holiday Discounts!

Give the gift of relaxation
f
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“The Banshees of Inisherin” is one of those Gaelic 
head-scratchers where you expect brilliance because 
of all the rapturous critical notices...then the screen 
fades to black and your only thought is, “What the 
heck was that?”

I wanted to like this. The last fi lm by writer-di-
rector Martin McDonagh, 2017’s “Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri,” was a divisive picture 
with no middle ground: either you loved it or de-
spised it. For me, it pushed buttons that needed 
pushing because of society’s renewed indifference to 
common decency.

But with “The Banshees of Inisherin,” now 
streaming on HBO Max, McDonagh has created a 
fi lm that is maddening because it is about nothing 
and everything. He’s trying something different: 
a moody, lyrical, way dark comedy that veers into 
tragedy and never deviates from it. For everything 
that works, like its quartet of awards-worthy per-
formances, the oppressive tone undermines their 
ability to make you care about the characters.

McDonagh crafts his story like a fable where, 
near the close of the Irish Civil War in 1923, Pádra-
ic Súilleabháin (Colin Farrell) can’t fi gure out why 
his best friend-drinking pal-musician Colm Doherty 
(Brendan Gleeson) won’t speak to him. They were 
friends yesterday. Why the cold shoulder today?

Turns out, Colm is either mad, or experiencing an 

existential crisis...or both. He’s blunt with Pádraic. 
He fi nds him dull. Their conversations excruciat-
ingly so. Colm wants to make the most of his days 
by fi nding livelier talk elsewhere. He also warns Pá-
draic that if he speaks to him again, he’ll start cut-
ting off his own fi ngers. One by bloody one.

Does Pádraic listen to him? Of course not. Pádraic 
considers himself a nice guy. Everyone on the clois-
tered island of Inisherin, where everyone knows ev-
eryone’s business, thinks so...or at least, lacks the 
gumption to say what they really think about him.

Farrell and Gleeson fi rst appeared together in 
McDonagh’s 2008 “In Bruges,” and this is a com-
plete reversal of their hit men roles in that picture. 
Farrell creates a genuinely good guy who is also 
painfully lonely and insecure, even through he can-
not admit it to himself. And Gleeson plays a crusty 
curmudgeon with the detached air of a man who re-
ally does not give a fl ying you know what.

As tensions between Pádraic and Colm mount 
daily, McDonagh treats their descent into all-out 
war with a macabre hand that grows wearier by the 

“Banshees” Tries, and Fails, 
to Spin Macabre Comedy

by Andrew Tallackson

Brendan Gleeson (left) and Colin Farrell star as former friends at odds with each other in “The Banshees of Inisherin.”

★ ★
“The Banshees of Inisherin”

Running time: 114 minutes. HBO Max, in theaters. Rated R for 

language throughout, some violent content, brief graphic nudity.
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minute. We turn to the 
movie’s supporting play-
ers for reprieves: Marvel 
veterans Kerry Condon 
(the voice of F.R.I.D.A.Y.) 
and Barry Keoghan (“The 
Eternals”). Keoghan is 
relegated to the role of 
the “village idiot,” but he 
treats Dominic, the son of 
the local constable, with 
intriguing results. In to-
day’s terms, you might 
say he has Asperger syn-
drome. He has no fi lters, 
saying whatever comes to 
mind, those sentiments 
often presented in certain 
tics. Condon, as Pádraic’s 
sister Siobhán, is equally 
compelling. She’s the only 
one on Inisherin to accept 
that the island is toxic. 
That to stay is to allow 
the soul to perish. The actress gets her share of “big” 
scenes, moments where Siobhán gives people a piece 
of her mind. That means the character shouts a lot, 
and it wears on you, although to Condon’s credit, she 
infuses each tirade with blasts of truth.

But by the last act of “The Banshees of Inisherin,” 
the story spirals through one tragedy after another 
— some of it ludicrous — and never recovers. We 
suspect McDonagh wants us to appreciate the dark 
irony. The title comes from Colm’s new song. When 
Pádraic says he doesn’t believe in banshees, that 
their screams no longer suggest death is near, Colm 
agrees. His theory: They now sit back, watching the 
chaos unfold.

McDonagh literalizes that thought with the fi nal 

Barry Keoghan (right) infuses the movie with a loopy sense of mischief.

image, but by that point, we’ve long lost any emo-
tional investment in the picture. More, just relieved 
it’s fi nally over.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com
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“Will that be OK for you?”
He thought about it for a moment.
And then he said, “Oh, yeah. And I even get an 

elbow rest out of the deal.”
By deal, he referred to the “converter” adjust-

able platform they had just bought for their desk-
top computer — the heart of their little operation as 
self-publishing writers.

Why buy such a beast?
Because Dear Wife Dolly had just learned from 

her physical therapist that the only way to relieve 
her neck and back pains was to stand periodically 
while sucking the life out of the couple’s amazing 
computer. Yes, Dear Wife Dolly would and could 
get herself attached to the computer for hours and 
hours at a time.

And, as she told her physical therapist, Susie the 
Super Stretcher, she often stepped away from the 
ever-glowing computer screen in real pain.

So Dolly told Good Husband Hank she was going 
to phone their friend and IT guy, Teddy the Terrifi c, 
to see if he had a handle on adjustable platforms for 
computers. For their big, honking desktop computer.

“Oh, yes, oh, yes,” Teddy the Terrifi c told Dear 
Wife Dolly.  “We just ‘retired’ an older model at work, 
and I was just going to sell it online. How about I 
bring it over and see if it will work for you?”

“Oh, Teddy,” Dolly said, “you are a saint.”
Saint Teddy the Terrifi c, indeed.
So Saint Teddy the Terrifi c rolled up to the home 

offi ce of Dear Wife Dolly and Good Husband Hank 
and schlepped his “converter” to the custom-built 
desk where sat their monster of a desktop. Complete, 
of course, with mouse, mouse pad and keyboard.

“I cleared the deck for you, Teddy,” Good Husband 
Hank said.

“So I see,” Teddy the Terrifi c said, getting right 
to work setting up the new order of things at the 
couple’s home offi ce.

Dear Wife Dolly watched in wonder and said, “You 
wouldn’t believe it, Teddy. Hank just went nuts clear-
ing all those books and stuff off his desk.  Well, our 
desk, but he kind of nested in here. As you know.”

Teddy the Terrifi c, Saint Teddy the Terrifi c, knew 
better than to get in the middle of that discussion, 
so he simply smiled and said, “Well, this is really 
going to work for you.”

And it did, with the aforementioned comment 
from Good Husband Hank that he would “even get 
an elbow rest out of the deal.” He referred to the 
placement of his old Remington Quiet-Riter Eleven 
manual typewriter next to the big, honking desktop.

“Elbow room’s a good thing. Well, an elbow rest, 
really.  But what about you, Dolly Dearest?  Are you 
happy with this new world order?”

“I think this is going to work,” she said.
Teddy the Terrifi c, of course, had expertly demon-

strated the operation of the converter, or the adjust-
able computer platform.

“See,” Teddy said, as he raised and lowered the 
clever apparatus. “Easy peasy.”

Dear Wife Dolly took to it immediately, and didn’t 
hurt herself raising and lowering the converter.  
She particularly liked the top two positions. “When 
my neck and back get sore, I can just raise it up and 
stand and use the computer. It is, as they say, ergo-
nomically correct.”

Teddy the Terrifi c was pleased to hear that and, 
after a pleasant conversation with the fun couple, 
took his leave with a check in his pocket.

Old school, right?
Right, and, yes, because the fun couple were both 

72 and not given to adapting to every modern way 
that came their way. They were, after all, low-in

Surface Value

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy

Author’s Note: I wrote the following short story based on events in our “home offi ce.” But I have changed 
names and certain sequences to fi t my fi ctional narrative. The point is that drama exists even in mundane 

doings of everyday life. Observe and write, as I always say.  Enjoy, and do have a Merry Christmas!
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come rejecters of advanced-technol-
ogy, so they simply took what they 
needed from the ever-growing pile 
of fancy newfangled baubles and left 
the rest for the brain-dead masses to 
fi ght over.

But then there was trouble in Riv-
er City. Well, not the River City of 
some merrily mindless musical, but 
at the very home offi ces of the sub-
lime self-publishers.

Dear Wife Dolly found that when 
she lowered the converter to its low-
est position, she had to raise her chin 
to see the screen.

Chin up, as it were.
Or, as she wryly noted, “I look like 

a turtle sticking its head out of its 
shell.”

Dear Wife Dolly did not want to 
look like a turtle when she looked 
at the computer because that meant 
pain and suffering. Possibly war, 
famine  and the total collapse of empires.

Good Husband Hank didn’t want any of the above, 
so he suggested a pillow or towel or two, placed stra-
tegically on the desk chair.

Dolly tried all of that and more, and found that 
when she could level her chin, she could not put her 
feet on the fl oor.

Another loss for the good guys.
Not quite.
Calls and emails were made to physical therapist 

Susie the Super Stretcher and IT-wonderworker 
Teddy the Terrifi c.

Susie said a footrest might resolve the issue, and 
Teddy said he would noodle it and come up with one 
of his elegant solutions.

Two days later, when Dolly was off on one of 
her afternoon walks around their sylvan section of 
Southwest Michigan, and Hank was having one of 
his afternoon siestas on his Big-Boyo Recliner De-
luxe 4000, Teddy the Terrifi c rapped lightly on the 
front door.

Teddy held up the longer printer cable he had 
promised when he set up the converter. “Now you 
can stay connected to the printer, no matter what 
position the converter is in. Plus, I think I have a 
solution to Dolly’s problem with having to crane her 
neck when the converter is in the lowest position.”

Indeed, he did.
Unfortunately for Hank, of course, Dolly was not 

there to see and hear Teddy explain it all.
Now, to be fair, Good Husband Hank never got 

much beyond geometry in high school math. He opt-
ed for chemistry over physics his junior year, so he 
had a poor grasp, at best, of the physical workings 
of things. And, he had never hung with the greasers 
in high school, the slicked-back dudes who whiled 

their weekends away wrenching on old cars.
So, the sleepy 70-something did his best to make 

sense of Teddy’s elegant solution to Dolly’s dilemma. 
He knew with some certainty that it involved a cus-
tom cut of wood and the drilling of a new hole in 
“his” desk to, well, Hank fi gured it had something 
to do with fi nding a new path for the various cables 
that sustained the desktop computer. And that it all 
had something to do with clearing the way so the 
converter could be pushed further back on the desk.  
And that, Hank recalled Teddy saying, would en-
able him to move the pedestal-mounted screen on 
down to a custom-cut piece of wood on the desktop 
level. Plus a few inches to allow for the clearance of, 
well, that part was fuzzy in Hank’s old noggin.

All he knew for sure was that he sure wished 
Dolly was there to see and hear Teddy explain it all.

Good Husband Hank was not such a good hus-
band when Dear Wife Dolly fi nally returned from 
her evening walk, more than 10 minutes after Ted-

Continued on Page 36

Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524



December 22, 2022Page 36
THE

dy’s departure.
Hank tried not to blow a gasket, but he did.
Dear Wife Dolly took notice, and said, “Hank, it’s 

not the end of the world. I’ll call Teddy after dinner.”
Dinner?
Yes, that was also a source of Hank’s anxiety. It 

was Dolly’s turn to cook dinner that night, and he 
had a church meeting at 7, and it was getting to be 
quarter-to-six, so he just boiled over, like the old fool 
he was fast becoming.

Now, you would think this story has a good end-
ing.

It does, and we shall get to it.
But fi rst to Dolly’s call to Teddy after dinner.
Teddy explained, clearly and concisely as always, 

just how he would adapt the converter to meet Dol-
ly’s physical needs, to allow her to lower her chin 
and save her neck.

All good.
Dolly reported all that to Hank when he returned 

from his church meeting, which, ironically, was all 
about staying calm in the face of the vicissitudes of 
life. Good Husband Hank talked a good show with 
his men’s fellowship, but when Dear Wife Dolly dealt 
the occasional serving of hot, steaming change, why, 
Hank often had himself a good, old-fashioned hissy fi t.

But give extra credit to Hank that night, after 
his church meeting, for not having a hissy fi t when 
Dolly patiently and precisely described Teddy’s bril-
liant plan.

“Sounds good,” Hank said, calmly and patiently.  
“But I’m still worried about my desk.”

“I know, Dear,” Dolly said, holding Hank close.  
“All will be well in the garden of your desk. Or desk, 
but it’s technically in your offi ce, so it’s really YOUR 
desk.”

Hank appreciated that Dolly underlined and 
bold-faced YOUR. “I don’t deserve such a wonder 
wife as you, Dolly Dearest. And you don’t deserve 
such an old grouch like me.”  

Hank thought of his absolute favorite movie, “It’s 
a Wonderful Life,” the 1946 Frank Capra Christmas 
classic. He particularly thought of the scene, early 

Continued from Page 35 in the movie, when George Bailey, as played to per-
fection by James “Jimmy” Stewart, drags himself 
home from yet another red-letter day at the Bailey 
Building and Loan. Another awful day of battling 
Bedford Falls tycoon Henry F. Potter. Played with 
devilish relish by Lionel Barrymore, Old Man Pot-
ter wants it all, and he simply won’t be a happy, 
yet embittered old man until he seizes control of the 
Bailey Building and Loan.

So George Bailey is bushed and defeated, once 
again, and he asks his wife, Mary Hatch Bailey, 
done to perfection by Donna Reed, why she ever 
married a loser like him.

Mary bucks up George, telling him that he las-
soed a stork and soon will be a father.

That snaps George Bailey out of his funk, and 
he realizes he has something Old Man Potter will 
never have: the love of a good woman,

And so the story goes on to the four-hanky climax 
under the tree in the Bailey living room on Christ-
mas Eve. If you haven’t seen it nor cried a river over 
it, then you are defi nitely not of this earth.

“Earth to Hank,” Dear Wife Dolly said, waving 
a hand in front of her husband’s blank face. “What 
planet were you on this time?”

Good Husband Hank blinked and said, “the plan-
et ‘It’s a Wonderful Life.’”

“Let me guess — you were George Bailey coming 
home from yet another red-letter day at the old Bailey 
Building and Loan. And you were asking dear Mary 
why she ever married an old wreck like you, right?”

“Something like that.”
“Well snap out of it. You insult my intelligence by 

suggesting I would marry an old wreck. You are the 
farthest thing from it.”

“You think so?”
“I know so. Now stop worrying about your desk 

and the stuff on your desk. Teddy has a brilliant 
plan, and you will be amazed before he’s halfway 
through. And he’ll be here Thursday to make it all 
right.”

All righty then.
As promised, Teddy the Terrifi c appeared on 

Thursday, and this is what he did:
HE MADE IT ALL RIGHT.
And Dear Wife Dolly and Good Husband Hank 

lived happily ever after, until, that is, it was time for a 
team effort to clean out the long-neglected side gutter.

But that’s a story for another holiday.
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Genealogist of the Year

Arlene Wroblewski Hudgens is the 2022 Genealo-
gist of the Year, honored during LaPorte County Ge-
nealogical Society’s Christmas dinner at Portofi no 
Grill.

Gloria Arndt nominated Hudgens for her research 
into the early pioneers and businesses of Otis. Hud-
gens posts her fi ndings on the Facebook page she 
administers, “Otis, Indiana,” making the informa-
tion available to those researching ancestors who 
lived there.

Arlene Hudgens (left) is photographed with Gloria Arndt, 
Dorothy Palmer and Cindy Blicher.

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library is changing overhead lighting to LED 
fi xtures. They will feature automatic ambient light-
ing, centralized controls for turning on and off and 
conservation in unoccupied public areas. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, but 
reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas under 
the work zone will be closed. The goal is to mini-
mize closure time to its collections and services. The 
meeting rooms will close while work is done. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-

ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in De-
cember. Membership is open to anyone inter-
ested in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, 
cross-stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitch-
ing. All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Versiti Blood Drive from 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 27. Versiti is the blood provider 

Michigan City Public Library
to Northwest Indiana hospitals. Call (800) 7TO-
GIVE or visit tinyurl.com/2jds9yv4 to register.

• Bad Art Night for Kids and Teens from 3-5 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 27. Awards go to the worst 
art. No registration is required.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

❑

The library will be closed on the following dates: 
• Friday, Dec. 23, at noon.
• Saturday, Dec. 24-Monday, Dec. 26.
• Saturday, Dec. 31-Monday, Jan. 2.

❑

Two new services are available:
• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 

of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.
(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

http://www.mclib.org
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Indiana Dunes National Park
• Bird Feeder Talks from 10-11 a.m. Thursday, 

Dec. 22, at The Park Connection Offi ce, lo-
cated off the Chellberg Farm parking lot.
Learn from volunteers and local bird experts 
about birds that remain in the dunes area dur-
ing winter. The parking lot is on Mineral Springs 
Road between U.S. 20 and 12, Porter.

• Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, Dec. 31. 
Families, amateur birders and scientists can use 
binoculars, bird guides and checklists to help 
count the world’s bird populations. Participants 
must register in advance with ranger Christine 
Gerlach at (219) 395-1885 or christine_gerlach@
nps.gov. The count circle is Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Park West.
The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-

ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
• Creature Feature at 10:30 a.m. Thursday-

Friday, Dec. 22-23. Naturalists will introduce 
a different animal that calls the Indiana Dunes 
home.

• Christmas Eve Morning Stroll at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 24. Join a naturalist at the na-
ture center for an easy walk where binoculars 
are provided to search for birds and other winter 
wildlife.

• “Feed the Birds B-I-N-G-O” at 10 a.m. Tues-
day-Saturday, Dec. 27-30. Join a naturalist at 
the Nature Center to help fi ll bird feeders and 
play the game

• Cold Blooded Buffet at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 31. Meet at the Nature Center Auditorium 
to see reptiles and amphibians eat live meals.

• First Day Hike at 10 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 1. Vis-
itors can complete a two-mile, 90-minute moder-
ate loop along Trail 7 to Lake Michigan. The hike 
continues along the beach to Dunes Creek and 
through the park’s campground.

• Full Moon Hike at 5:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 5. 
Meet at the Nature Center for a short presenta-
tion about the moon, followed by a hike to Lake 
Michigan and back. The Friends of the Indiana 
Dunes will serve treats.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

The Beacher Weekly Newspaper
Your Community Connection!

http://www.nps.gov/indu
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LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3-8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are 6-7:15 p.m. 
at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/per program. 
Pre-registration and payment are required at least 
one week in advance or until full, whichever comes 
fi rst. The schedule is:
• Jan. 4 — “Game Night.”
• Jan. 18 — “Where Did They Go?”
• Feb. 1 — “Oh Deer!”
• Feb. 8 — “See You Later.”

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers at Luhr 
County Park. That includes music, dancing, sto-
rytelling and, weather permitting, hiking. Call at 
least one week in advance to register. 

The schedule is: Jan. 17 and 31, Feb. 14 and 28, 
and March 14.

Hootin Good Time with Owls
Participants receive one email a week for nine  

weeks, learning about different owls that frequent 
parks and around North America.

Email rangerlaura@csinet.net and include a full 
name and email. In the subject line, type “Owl Pro-
gram.” Reserve a spot by Jan. 9, 2023.

WinterFest
Visit Luhr Park Nature Center to make snow art 

(weather dependent), do a craft and have a snack 
from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 29.

All ages are welcome, and no pre-registration 
is required. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Visit https://laporteparkandrec.com/ for ad-
ditional details.

 
Field Trips

Educators, Scout leaders and groups can sched-
ule a free organized program for students or group 
at any county park. The programs on various topics 
meet state standards and patch requirements. 

Call (219) 324-5855, visit www.laportecountyp-
arks.org or email natureniki@csinet.net for details.

The Beacher: Your Community Connection!
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The Ancient Orders of Hibernians-McGinnis by the Lake Chapter pre-
sented a $1,000 check to Tammy Rosebaum, Citizens Concerned for the 
Homeless operation director. Proceeds came from the ninth annual AOH 
Charity Christmas Party on Dec. 3 at Ritz Klub Tavern. In addition, AOH 

collected supplies for Sand Castle Shelter-Children. Santa also presented 
toys to children at the shelter. This is the third year in a row AOH has 

partnered with Citizens Concerned for the Homeless. Pictured are (from 
left) AOH member Tom Burke, Rosebaum, AOH President Jack Lydon, 

AOH members Duane Kelley, Pat Rubey and Paul Carey.

A Helpful Hand

Chamber Annual Awards
Michigan City Chamber of Commerce is accepting 

nominations for its annual awards through Dec. 23.
In addition to honoring milestone members 

and legacy businesses, winners will be announced 
in categories such as Community Impact, Small 
Business, Large Business, Young Professional and 
Ambassador. The chamber awards committee will 
qualify nominations. Finalists will be notifi ed and 
invited to the annual membership dinner Friday, 
Feb. 17, 2023. 

Nominees must be chamber members, have a lo-
cation or actively do business in the Michigan City 
area. An offi cial nomination form should be used for 
submissions.

Visit www.MichiganCityChamber.com or call 
(219) 874-6221 for a form or more details.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 32 years in business

http://www.MichiganCityChamber.com
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In the Area
Dec. 22, 29 — Coolspring Storytime, 1:30-2 p.m., 

Coolspring library branch, 6925 W. County Road 
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve.
Dec. 25 — Christmas Day.
Dec. 27 — Bad Art Night for Kids and Teens, 3-5 

p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 27 — Readers Corner-Book Club, 6-7 p.m., 
Coolspring library branch, 6925 W. County Road 
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 31 — New Year’s Eve.
Jan. 1 — Happy New Year.
Jan. 4 — Crafty Kids, 4-5 p.m., LaPorte County 

Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Jan. 9 — Family Pajama Storytime, 6-6:30 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 10 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Through Dec. 30 — Holidays at Barker Man-
sion, 631 Washington St. Hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri., closed Monday. Ad-
mission: $16.50/adults, $10/children & seniors, free/
children 2 & younger, active military, veterans. Info: 
www.barkermansion.org

Through Dec. 31 — Ginny Scott abstract/ex-
pressionist paintings, Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St.

Through Dec. 31 — Works by Andrea Bojrab, 
Queen of All Saints Catholic Church’s Legacy Cen-
ter, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Center hours:  6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. Info: (219) 872-9196.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Thursdays in December — Needle Arts Club 
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 

Info: (219) 873-3049.
In the Region
Dec. 22 — Bird Feeder Talks, 10-11 a.m., Park 

Connection Offi ce off Chellberg Farm parking lot, 
Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 20/12, Porter. 
Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Dec. 22-23 — Creature Feature, 10:30 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 23 — Christmas at The Acorn!, 8 p.m. EST, 
The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, 
Mich. Tickets: $40 + $6 convenience fee, $65 + $6 
convenience fee (reserved). Reservations: www.
acornlive.org

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve Morning Stroll, 10 
a.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 27-30 — “Feed the Birds B-I-N-G-O,” 10 
a.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 30 — The Erly with Lost Pyramids, 8 p.m. 
EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $15 + $3.50 convenience fee, 
$40 + $3.50 convenience fee (reserved). Reserva-
tions: www.acornlive.org

Dec. 31 — Christmas Bird Count. Details/regis-
tration: (219) 395-1885, christine_gerlach@nps.gov

Dec. 31 — Cold Blooded Buffet, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 31 — New Year’s Eve with The Edgar Will-
bury Experience with opener Skirt, 9 p.m. EST, The 
Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets: $20 + $4.50 convenience fee, $45 + $4.50 
convenience fee (reserved). Reservations: www.
acornlive.org

Jan. 1 — First Day Hike, 10 a.m., Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 5 — Full Moon Hike, 5:30 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Through Dec. 23 — 44th Elkhart Juried Re-
gional, Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. 
Main St., Elkhart. Hours (all Eastern): 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Tues.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-Sun. Admission: $10/
adults, $6/8-12, $8/13-18 & college students with 
ID. Info: www.midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-66

Through Jan. 8, 2023 — Annual members’ ex-
hibit, Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, 
Mich. Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org

Through Jan. 8, 2023 — “Charged: The Rise, 
Fall & Resurgence of Electric Vehicles,” The 
Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin St., 
South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, 
$9.50 - seniors 60+, $7 - youth ages 6-18.  Info: www.
studebakermuseum.org, (574) 235-9714.

Through Jan. 12, 2023 — Annual Members’ 
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Exhibit, Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. 
Free artists’ reception: noon-2 p.m. Dec. 10. Hours: 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: 
(219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through Jan. 19 — Bridget Marcus pastels, 
“Fight Pattern: South African Birds,” The Village 
Gallery at Pines Village Retirement Communi-
ties, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso. Gallery 
hours: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Info: (219) 465-
1591, www.pinesvillage.org

Through May 29, 2023 — “Built to Last: Stude-
baker Buildings Past & Present,” The Studebaker 
National Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend. 
Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 
p.m. Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, $9.50 - seniors 
60+, $7 - youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-9714, 
www.studebakermuseum.org

Mondays  — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New 
Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California 
Road. Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-
3909, friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com 

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Devotion.” 
Rated PG-13. Times: 6 p.m. Dec. 23-24, 3 & 6 p.m. 
Dec. 26, 3 p.m. Dec. 30-Jan. 2. Holiday Film Se-
ries: “A Christmas Story,” 3 p.m. Dec. 23, $5; “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas,” 3 p.m., Dec. 24, $5. 
All times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, 
(269) 756-3522.

Tim’s Shuttle Service
Rides to Casinos, Shopping, Chicago Airports

6 seats available plus luggage
Available 24 Hours By Appointment

260-572-5907 Please Text!

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Jennifer S. Smart | NMLS #277082
219-262-6028 ext. 4805

Come on home!Come on home!

Member FDIC Centier Bank NMLS #408076

No matter where you are on 
your home buying journey,

I’m here to be your
home financing guide.

Contact me today!
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Home spruce-up: Paint yard, wallpaper, cleanouts, pet care.
(219) 210-0241

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
December Special: Half-price jewelry sale. (219) 733-2403 •

 www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com 

Come to H&S Services for all your SNOW REMOVAL/FIREWOOD 
needs this season! Landscape services available upon request. 

(219) 872-8946
Festivus for the Rest of Us!

Christmas list growing? Christmas dollars shrinking? Call for Lefty’s Pro 
Shop Inflation Beat Your Prices at 50% off or more on in-stock items. 

Great selection of kids, teens, ladies and men’s full sets with bags, $40 
and up. Great selection of big 460cc drivers by TaylorMade, Cobra, 

Callaway, Tour Edge, Wilson and more. Lefty has all things golf! Putters, 
wedges, irons, woods, hybrids, drivers, carts, bags and shoes, $2 and up. 

Free Christmas bonus gift for every shopper. Call (219) 873-0858 for a 
Christmas experience with Lefty, Olive, Pogo and Yogi.  

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

KV-Staffing is offering private home care services from 1-24 hr of ser-
vice, can start immediately. All staff is licensed, insured and supervised, 

with a nurse on call 24-7. Services offered: daily living skills, errands, 
small meal prep, light house cleaning and more. 

Please call KV Staffing Agency at (812) 773-7219.
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS

Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 
Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. 

Call for more info at (219) 809-8183.
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 
airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or 

rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. Call 

(574) 855-0666.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile
’Tis The Season 

Accepting New Clients
Get your winter projects done before spring arrives!

Kitchens, Baths, Floors, Doors, Trim, Painting & More!
Call to set up an appointment

Kip Hollingshead: (219) 210-8499. Licensed, Bonded, Insured
ALL-N-ONE CONSTRUCTION & HANDYMAN SERVICES 

(SMALL REPAIRS). 
ROOFING: Leaks & shingle repair, all types of roofing; SIDING: Windows, 

doors, GUTTERS: Decks, framing, trim work, electrical, minor plumb-
ing, drywall, flooring, bathrooms, kitchens. (Smaller Jobs, bid by pictures 

phone). (No money down) (2 Guys Fair Price) 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015

VINTAGE LIGHTING INC repairs and restores your metal heirlooms and 
antiques. Specializing in vintage lamp restorations, slag glass lamp repair 

and metal fabrication. Antique lighting and repurposed custom pieces 
also for sale. Call Bob Kopnicky at (219) 369-3241

 www.VintageLightingInc.com
 B&B Handyman Services

Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823
Fully Licensed and Bonded

Interior-exterior remodeling. 15+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 
drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.

Handyman: I fix most domestic appliances, assemble kit furniture & bar-
becues, HVAC & much more. References. Call (219) 369-7214.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352
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PETERSEN PAINTING
Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 

walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-
dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 

Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Great time to call! Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications 
possible. We leave houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very 

reasonable. I have a full crew.  We would be very appreciative to work 
in your home. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at 

(219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

Private Gardening Service
Perennial Care / Containers / Design

FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Firewood for sale. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 
336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

FOR SALE
Holiday Deals Now: Brand New: 48’ ladder, top electrical oven, 9’ light 

box, office chairs (2). Make offer at (219) 210-1181. Ho-ho!
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”
Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 
lures, reels, collectibles, Halloween postcards. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

WANT TO BUY/RENT/LEASE/SHARE
Single, mature woman from St Louis looking for summer rental in 
Southwest Michigan. Prefer May-June. Open to shorter rental. Call J. 

Miller at (314) 707-8941 & please leave message.
HOME WATCH

NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES
Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515

Mountaintop cabin for rent in Sheridan Beach. Spectacular views of 
lake & skyline. Very private. Unfurnished. Utilities not included. $1,600 

per month. (630) 881-2420

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

LIVE TALK 

RADIO

CALL IN LINE

219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!
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Mr. Dickens and His Carol by Samantha Sil-
va (paperback, $15.99 retail in bookstores and on-
line; also available as an eBook and an audiobook. 
288 pages.)

“Marley was dead: to begin with.”
Who among us doesn’t recognize those opening 

words from Dickens’ immortal classic, A Christmas 
Carol? But did you know the reason he wrote it? 
Me neither. In her notes, Samantha Silva explains 
that while the story is a work of fi ction, “It is spun 
out of threads from the lives of Charles Dickens, his 
family and friends, and even a nemesis or two…it 
is a playful reimagining of how the second most be-
loved Christmas story in the world (after the origi-
nal) came to be.”

Here’s what we do know about the circumstances 
that required Dickens to write a book just before 
Christmas 1843. Fact: There was the need to sat-
isfy his publishers, who threatened to deduct his 
pay if he couldn’t come up with a new 
moneymaker — apparently, Martin 
Chuzzlewit was not well-received at 
the time. Fact: He was overextended 
and constantly hounded for money by 
creditors and relatives, especially his 
father, as well as many charities to 
which he generously gave in the past. 
And, his wife had just given birth to 
baby No. 6!

What’s a man to do?! There’s also 
the big house fi lled with children, a 
wife and housekeeping staff to sat-
isfy. Wow. That’s enough to make any 
man lose his Christmas spirit. What 
author could possibly write a warm, 
fuzzy holiday tale under those circum-
stances? Impossible!

The need to write reaches critical 
mass when his wife has enough of his 
moping and constant chastising of the 
children, packs up and goes to relatives in Scotland. 
Dickens fi nds the house to be a vast empty tomb 
with the removal of children’s laughter. He takes 
his leave in search of a muse…

Silva excellently captures the landscape and spir-
it of the time, offering a mirror into mid-19th centu-
ry London. We are able to look into the whole spec-
trum of humanity, from gangs of ragged, homeless 
children to lords and ladies in fur and fi nery, from 
smoke-fi lled pubs to hawkers selling their wares in 
foggy streets. It’s a mind-boggling walk into history. 
Still…

 Christmas is in the air, but not in Dickens’ heart. 
He’s walking across the city, trying to fi nd something 
to start him writing. He fi nally ends up at Furnival’s 
Inn, where it all started for him. He is surprised to 
see a sign above the clerk’s offi ce that says “Dickens 
slept here.” The clerk doesn’t recognize him, offering 
the room for a reduced price if tourists can tour the 

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter

Coming Jan. 12
Sally Carpenter offers her picks for her favor-

ite books of 2022.

room from time to time! As a young man, Dickens 
lived here and once dreamt of becoming an actor, 
instead, fi nding out he had a knack for writing. His 
fame grew along with the family he and Catherine 
made. He became the rock star of his time — “The 
men who smelled of drink…knew him no less than 
those who smelled of rank.”

Time is running out for Dickens. Less than a 
month to Christmas, and his pub-
lishers set a date for printing and 
a public reading before the holiday. 
No pressure!

Dickens keeps wandering the 
area around Furnival’s, trying to re-
member when life was happier. This 
would be a good time for a muse to 
make an appearance and inspire 
Dickens to write what his publish-
ers want. Enter Eleanor Lovejoy… 

Like the Scrooge character he 
doesn’t know he will write yet, El-
eanor encourages Dickens to take a 
look at life, love and money, reach-
ing back into his past to fi nd that 
period of time when life was full of 
promise, not disappointment, credi-
tors and relatives needing money. 
Her son reminds him of his own 
children, whom he now misses ter-

ribly.
Mission accomplished, after a few fi ts and starts. 

Dickens writes furiously…A Christmas Carol is fi -
nally born, with little time to spare. A public read-
ing is held two days before Christmas, and the book 
immediately sells 6,000 copies: an unheard of num-
ber for the time. But what has happened to Elea-
nor? The ending will surprise you.

Silva writes in the language of the 19th century, 
and even has a little fun with authors who are Dick-
ens’ competition, men like Thackeray and Collins. 

Carol bells will ring, garlands will be hung by the 
fi replace, wide-eyed children will make Christmas 
wishes and one man will discover what he lost and 
now had found: the real meaning of the season. 

What a perfect way to end the year! God bless us. 
Every one!

Till next time, Merry Christmas, Happy New 
Year and happy reading!
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jordangallas@atproperties.com • 219.861.3659

Jordan Gallas
tproperties.com • 219.861.3659

Jordan Gallas

2411 St. Lawrence Avenue ·  Long Beach, Indiana ·  219.874.7070

BELIEVE
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

mailto:jordangallas@atproperties.tproperties.com
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