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As a group fi tness instructor at LaPorte 
County Family YMCA’s Elston Branch, 
Sam Duthoy tells his Balance class stu-
dents that “Slow is pro,” and “Imagine 
you’re walking on a tightrope. Can you do 
one more lap? Yes, you can!”

His positive attitude, gentle — yet per-
suasive — encouragement and genuine 
passion for fi tness make the 58-year-old 
perfect for the job. His knowledge and 
enthusiasm in helping others and giving 
back to the community are inspiring and 
motivating. 

The 30-minute class, designed for all 
fi tness levels, focuses on improving bal-
ance through core-centric strength and 
stretching. Armed with a chair, fl oor mat 
and exercise band, the participants range 
in number from two to eight on any given 
class day. 

Duthoy leads class members in exer-
cises that include holding on to chairs 
while slowly balancing on one leg, walk-
ing along the perimeter of mats, standing 
on their “tippy toes” for one full minute, 
focused marches across the room, assum-

ing the classic “tree” yoga pose and a variety of stretching exercises. 
“Remember to breath in through your nose and out through your mouth,” Duthoy told his class as they 

focused on an exercise designed to promote hip mobility. 
Signs placed around the room that read “Be Your Best – Earn Your Rest,” “You Are Stronger Than Your 

Excuses” and “Keep Breathing” offer more tips and motivation. 

A 
Passion 

for 
Fitness

by Kim Nowatzke

Group Fitness Instructor Sam Duthoy demonstrates a move during a Balance class at the 
LaPorte County Family YMCA Elston Branch. Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

Continued on Page 2
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The class ended with a few minutes of quiet medi-
tation on the mats. 

Afterward, Carol Spreitzer, one of the participants, 
shared, “Sam’s very serious about the workouts and 
always trying to keep you motivated. He’s always 
positive. Because he’s so fi t, he’s such a role model.” 

Her classmate, Lori Lake, credits Duthoy for 
helping her to slow down. 

“It gives you time to sort out your mind and body 
together,” she said.

Duthoy began as a YMCA instructor in Septem-
ber after completing the required 10 hours online 
of training, which includes training in safety, emer-
gency fi rst-aid, CPR and how to operate a defi brilla-
tor. In addition to Balance, he teaches Boot Camp, 
Boot Camp Aquatics, Core Strength and Gentle 

A Passion… Continued from Page 1

Lori Lake (front) and Judy Shiozaki (back), led by Group Fitness Instructor Sam Duthoy, use exercise bands during the 
Balance class at LaPorte County Family YMCA Elston Branch. Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

Stretch for about 12-15 hours a week. 

But, Duthoy’s interest in fi tness began as a young 
adult. 

“It started with a group of friends,” he explained. 
“It was a social aspect. I’ve met a lot of good friends. 
I’ve met clients in my (interior) design business 
over the years.” 

Duthoy spent the last 30 years going to gyms in 
Chicago, including East Bank Club. 

“I learned a lot of this from one of their cream-of-
the-crop instructors,” he said, adding he uses  social 
media, especially Instagram, to learn new exercis-
es, poses and more. 

“It’s a fantastic resource for learning and staying 
current,” he said.

Duthoy has owned a home in Long Beach since 
2012, but made the full-time move from Chicago 
last year. He became a LaPorte County Family 
YMCA member about a year ago. 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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“I love this place,” he said. “It’s truly diverse – 
economically and ethnically. There’s something for 
everyone – all ages, shapes and sizes. There’s a lot 
of social interaction.”

And, he feels like he’s come full circle. Growing 
up in Minnesota, he took Saturday morning swim 
lessons at a YMCA. 

Kathy Workman, LaPorte County Family YMCA 
Elston Branch program director, said the Balance 
class is “a great thing – it’s especially popular with 
our older people that come in the morning. Slips 
and falls are a huge problem, and we’re trying to 
combat that.” 

She cited comments from other YMCA members 
as testimonies of Duthoy’s success. For example, 
one woman in her 60s said she now is more fl exible 
in her hip joints than ever before, while another ad-
mits she’s never moved as freely as she does now. 

“Sam had been a member for several months 
when he expressed an interest in teaching and 
shared his passion for fi tness,” Workman said. “I 
knew Sam would be a perfect fi t with his calm, en-
couraging personality. Sam is always very caring 
and helpful, which is a trait that the members are 
drawn to. His classes are very effective, but yet he 
makes them fun and allows for modifi cation for all 
fi tness levels.”  

Carol Spreitzer focuses during the Balance class at LaPorte County 
Family YMCA Elston Branch. Photo by Kim Nowatzke

Continued on Page 4

1026 N. Karwick Road
(219) 871-0001

4121 Franklin St.
(219) 874-2121

T
MICHELE CIHAK

219-861-2073 • michelecihak@yahoo.com

 

NEW LISTING

$525,000

417 POKAGON DRIVE  
 MICHIANA SHORES, IN

Nestled in the woods of Michiana Shores, this stunning 3BR/2BA 
cottage offers privacy & comfort. Situated on 3 wooded landscaped 
lots & boasting a brand new Bahamian-style cedar deck with built-
in garden beds, handcrafted lattice & pergola. Fenced backyard 
w/blue stone patio & fire pit gives you plenty of space to enjoy 
with family & friends. Step inside this open-concept design home 
that offers beautiful woodwork throughout, gas fireplace, built-
in bookshelves, vaulted ceilings w/lots of skylights & plenty of 
natural light. Loft with an outside balcony makes a great office or 
extra sleeping area, including 2 large closets for storage. Dining/
Sunroom with wraparound windows provide comfortable dining 
enjoyment of the outdoors. Kitchen is open to the great room w/an 
island bar for all to gather. All 3 BRs have built-in storage cabinets. 
Main bedroom suite has a private bath w/Jacuzzi tub & walk-in 
shower. Amenities include irrigation system, screened gazebo, 
blue stone walkways, main floor laundry. Call today!

Since 1895, we’ve helped individuals 
reach their goals of homeownershiphomeownership. 
We are an award-winning bank with a 

reputation for strong valuesstrong values and quality quality 
serviceservice. We offer a variety of mortgage 

loan products with competitive rates and 
plans to help you achieve your goals.

219-262-6028   |  Centier.comMember FDIC

Jennifer Smart
Loan Originator
NMLS# 277082

219-262-6028 X 4805
jenniferssmart.com

For More Information, 
Please Contact 

Homeownership
Begins Here

mailto:michelecihak@yahoo.com
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YMCA “regular” Eileen Heisler, Beverly Shores, 
has been working out at the Elston Branch since 
it opened six years ago. During that time, she has 
seen many exemplary exercise instructors, includ-
ing Duthoy. 

“He was alone in the pool doing a curious mixture 
of moves that looked like yoga positions and stretch-
es,” Heisler said. “Those of us in the adjacent Aqua-
Tabata class couldn’t help but be mesmerized by his 
solo movements. In time, our class was in need of a 
leader for Monday’s Aqua-Tabata Boot Camp, and 
Sam volunteered his unique style of water workout. 
It’s really a workout — a strenuous workout for a 
full hour. Sam says that we’re aiming to have ‘shoul-
ders like boulders. Really.”

Sam is a great example of 
the volunteer spirit that is a 
big part of the Elston YMCA 
Branch, Heisler added.

This sense of community – 
and making a difference in it – 
is something Duthoy recognizes 
as well. 

“We are very fortunate that 
our member base is gener-
ous,” he said, “both in donating 
equipment and volunteering 
their time.” 

The Elston branch has just 
more than 2,000 members and 
is one of three in the association 
under LaPorte County Fam-
ily YMCA. The other two are 
in LaPorte and at Long Beach 
Community Center. The branch 
offers more than 40 aerobic 
classes weekly, including those 
in the pool, that are modifi able 
for all fi tness levels.

“We serve our community in 
many ways, offering a low-cost 
option for families to keep their 
kids active in sports and aquat-
ics programs, and also offer 
many free community family 
events to get families involved,” 
Workman said. “The population we serve considers 
the Y their second home and fi nds it as a place to 
not only work out and get healthy, but a way to con-
nect with others and create lasting friendships.”  

Heisler agreed. 
“The Y’s activities allow us to seamlessly meet 

new people with shared health and social interests,” 
she said. “‘Pool friendships’ afford dual opportuni-
ties to share an interest in physical health and sat-
isfy the human need for companionship.”  

Another one of the classes Duthoy teaches, Boot 
Camp, is more of an intense workout with fast-
paced conditioning exercises to help members reach 
their fi tness goals. The class description reads, “…
be ready to be pushed to new limits!”

In an area of the YMCA’s Elston Branch only ac-
cessible to those 18 and older, Duthoy leads par-
ticipants in squat jumps with a ball, tricep exten-
sions with a machine and a “preacher’s walk,” or 
“farmer’s walk,” with a tire and more. Each station 
includes 45 seconds on and 15 seconds off. 

Duthoy inspires YMCA members with the re-
minder that “consistency is key. That is true with 
so many things.” 

He stresses that the right mindset, good organi-
zation and an accountability partner are further 
keys to success. 

“Get everything ready the 
night before, so there’s no ex-
cuses,” he suggested. “Just 
start slow and progress up. Just 
take walks. Walk on the tread-
mill. Have fun with it. Don’t 
consider it a ‘workout.’ Go with 
a buddy. Do stuff that you enjoy. 
That’s the key. Pretend you’re a 
second-grader at recess.”  

He also stresses that healthy 
eating, in addition to exercise, 
is a critical component to over-
all fi tness. 

“If your goal is weight loss, 
80 percent of it is diet,” he said. 
“There needs to be a caloric de-
fi cient. It took a while to gain 
weight. It’s going to take a while 
to lose it.” 

Duthoy and Workman are 
excited about a new YMCA pro-
gram with a “teaching kitch-
en” that is still in the works. 
Through a partnership with 
Franciscan Alliance, the idea is 
to conduct community classes 
on healthier snacks, meal plan-
ning, cooking with kids and 
more. Plans are to hold a test 
run with staff members fi rst. 

Duthoy said the most satisfy-
ing part of his job is hearing the progress YMCA 
members make. 

“When they exclaim, ‘Wow, I can touch my toes 
now!.’ or they are standing up straighter,” he says, 
“to me, that is the most satisfying part.” 

For Duthoy, the motivation behind his new part-
time gig at the YMCA is simple. 

“I wanted to give back to the community and help 
others,” he said. “I’ve seen other techniques and 
wanted to share them with people here.” 

A Passion… Continued from Page 3

A class participant works on his balance at the LaPorte 
County Family YMCA Elston Branch. 

Photo by Kim Nowatzke.
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Prices Good Feb. 2-8. All quantity & selection rights reserved. 

USDA Choice
Beef Cube Steak
Perfect for meals in minutes!

Seasoned 
Meatloaf
Oven Ready - All You Do Is Cook!

Marinated
Chicken Breast
Boneless, Skinless & Delicious!

Boneless Panko 
Pork Steak

449999

559999

lb.

SAVE
$2.00

per lb. 339999
lb.

SAVE
$2.00

per lb.

With Apple Sage Seasoning

229999
lb.

SAVE
$2.60

per lb.lb.

SAVE
$1.00

per lb.

KARWICK PLAZA     PHONE 879-4671     OPEN DAILY 7-9     alssupermarkets.com
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Open Sunday • Call for Hours • Delivery Available
10815 WILSON ROAD, NEW BUFFALO, MI 49117

OPEN MON., FEB 14

“Jerry’s Girls,” the award-wining musical revue 
celebrating Broadway composer Jerry Herman, 
runs Feb. 4-6, 11-13 and 18-20 at Footlight Theatre, 
1705 Franklin St.

Directed by Laura Meyer, the show includes se-
lections from musicals such as “Mame,” “Hello, Dol-
ly!,” “La Cage Aux Folles,” “Mack and Mabel,” “Milk 
and Honey” and “Dear World.” The cast includes 
Debbie Bartholomew, Danielle Bilderback, Emmie 
Reigel, Kristin Allison, Kathy Chase, Adrianna Le-
Donne, Tara Lonzo, Deb Reason and Jill Ritchie. 
Lee Meyer is the musical director, with choreogra-
phy by  Bilderback. Jessica Landis is Laura Meyer’s 
assistant, while Bobby Komendera is the produc-
tion manager. The crew includes Bartholomew as 
costumer, Chase on hair and makeup, Chris West 
as the lighting designer, Jim Snyder as the set de-
signer, Joy Davidson as the set dresser and Chris 
Whybrew as the scenic artist. Lee Meyer performs 
on keyboard and Noel Carlson on drums.

Show times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays 
and 2 p.m. Sundays. Tickets cost $15, or $10 for 
children 12 and younger. There is no assigned seat-
ing, and reservations are strongly recommended. 
Wearing a mask is required.

Make reservations at www.footlightplayers.org, 
(219) 874-4035 or in person at the box offi ce.

Musical Revue “Jerry’s Girls” on Tap at Footlight Theatre

Appearing in “Jerry’s Girls” are (from left) Danielle Bilderback, 
Debbie Bartholomew and Emmie Reigel.

Senior Center Weather Change
Michigan City has begun a procedural change for 

Michigan City Senior Center, which no longer will 
close when Michigan City Area Schools does.

The center will remain open unless a State of 
Emergency is declared or the mayor declares a snow 
day. Senior Center Director Tara Miller urges mem-
bers to use caution in the parking lot and sidewalks/
walkways during adverse weather.

Many programs are run by volunteer instructors, 
so programming could change or be canceled with-
out notice due to inclement weather.

http://www.footlightplayers.org
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DAREN HUBER 
(760) 685-6839
dhuber@daprileproperties.com
www.hubergalloway.com

ZANE GALLOWAY
(219) 707-9282
zgalloway@daprileproperties.com
www.hubergalloway.com

A beloved downtown treasure! Home of 
the restaurant serving LaPorte County’s #1 
tacos and handmade ice cream, located at 
the signaled corner of 8th and Washington 
in downtown Michigan City, the prominent 
building draws tens of thousands of guests 
per season. Featuring a fully equipped 
restaurant kitchen, indoor and outdoor dining, 
and a stunning historic living space with gilded 
age craftsmanship. Bring your ideas for a 
thriving downtown business and live in the 
adjoining unit, or continue with the successful 
vacation rental for additional revenue.

A fantastic modern estate, sitting on 
a stunning 5.5 acre wooded property. 
Updated throughout, this home is built 
for entertaining. Featuring an enormous 
kitchen, open to the entire main level 
and with patio doors overlooking the 
private yard. Fill the whole space with 
company and have enough room to 
sleep them all! With 8 bedrooms and 
7.5 bathrooms, this is the house to host 
holidays and reunions in. If that isn’t 
enough, step down to the lower level’s 
second kitchen and massive rec room.

3309 Springland Ave. Michigan City
8 Bedrooms / 7.5 Bathrooms
$639,000

731 Washington St. Michigan City
Downtown Mixed-Use Restaurant
$649,000

JUST SOLD

FOR SALE

THE HUBER GALLOWAY TEAM

mailto:dhuber@daprileproperties.com
http://www.hubergalloway.com
mailto:zgalloway@daprileproperties.com
http://www.hubergalloway.com
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The Peter C. and Charlene J. Kesling Foundation 
donated $10,000 to Michigan City Historical Soci-
ety so it can restore the Hutchinson Fountain, oil 
house and workshop at Old Lighthouse Museum, 
100 Heisman Harbor Road. 

The Hutchinson Fountain was presented to 
Michigan City at a city council meeting in 1909 in 
memory of William B. Hutchinson. He was elected 
mayor in 1876 and again in 1878 before serving in 
the Indiana State Senate in 1880. He also was the 
founder and president of Citizens Bank.

The fountain originally was located at 10th and 
Franklin streets before moving to 10th and Wabash 
streets. Vandalism saw it become an eyesore in the 
mid-1960s. The Historical Society relocated it to 
Old Lighthouse Museum in 1981. Today, there is no 
water fl owing in it; however, the new contribution 
could restore it to full use.

The oil house was constructed around 1906 to 
contain the fl ammable oil that created the fl aming 
light atop the lighthouse. The brick on the oil house 
will be tuck-pointed and the steel door repaired. 
The workshop building will receive new window 
sills and a paint job.

Michigan City Historical Society Receives $10,000 Contribution

Pictured from Michigan City Historical Society with the $10,000 
contribution are (from left) President Jim Retseck, Treasurer Johnny 
Stimley and Vice President Josh McIntyre.

TimberNook Camps at Arboretum
Registration is under way for the second season 

of TimberNook Northwest Indiana camps at Gabis 
Arboretum at Purdue Northwest.

Children at last year’s summer camps built forts 
and towns, climbed trees, made tire swings, “fi shed” 
in the creek, developed systems of government and 
kingdoms, searched for hidden treasure and used 
a giant soapy slip. Plans this year include tiny vil-
lages, living out classic children’s stories and large- 
scale sensory exploration.

Summer camps are:
• May 30-June 3: Castaways, ages 7-12, $325.
• June 13-17: Barefoot and Buckets, ages 4-7, $220.
• June 27-July 1: Sensory Adventures, ages 7-12, 

$325.
• July 11-15: Enchanted, ages 5-9, $220.
• July 25-29: Storybook, ages 4-7, $220.

Spring registration for Tiny Ones programs — 
walking through age 5 and their accompanying 
adult — are open along with fi eld trips for home-
school programs. Tiny Ones programs are from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. April 29 and May 6, 13 and 20. Babies in 
arms and adults are free. Toddlers ages 5 and 6 cost 
$15 per child. Registration and more information 
are available at www.timbernook.com

Gabis Arboretum is located at 444 W. County 
Road 100 North, Valparaiso.

http://www.timbernook.com
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220077 LLAAWWNNDDAALLEE PPLLAACCEE •• MMIICCHHIIGGAANN CCIITTYY,, IINN
DO NOT miss out on this opportunity to purchase a BEAUTIFUL all brick ranch style home, in the Edgewood area in the heart of 
Michigan City, and walking distance to Edgewood School and nearby restaurants. This home has been TOTALLY RENOVATED to 
perfection! Here you will find 5 bedrooms with a master en-suite, and 3 custom tile bathrooms. Walk into an open concept with 
hardwood flooring, quartz countertops and brand new stainless steel appliances. This wonderful home also includes a finished 
basement with a walk-in laundry. If you like NEW this home is for you! This home has a brand new roof, AC unit, furnace, windows
and much more. Pack your bags and move right in!! This home is owned by a licensed Realtor.

JESSICA FLEMING
219.229.7437
jessica.fleming2@cbrealty.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

55 BBeeddrroooommss // 33 BBaatthhrroooommss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$333366,,000000 

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

mailto:jessica.fleming2@cbrealty.com
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Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers will lead a bluebird day 
hike through the Three Oaks Township Conserva-
tion Area and adjoining Kesling Nature Preserve at 
2 p.m. EST Saturday, Feb. 5.

A “bluebird day” is a sunny, clear day after an 
overnight snowfall.

The two hiking venues — a combined 200 acres 
— are home to diverse plants and wildlife, fi shing 
and bird-watching spots. The Feb. 5 hike will me-
ander through winter prairies, fl atwoods, uplands 
and fl oodplains, alongside deep ravines and under a 
canopy of mature trees.

The group will meet in the township parking lot, 
8505 W. Forest Lawn Road, Three Oaks. Attendees 
should dress for the weather and take plenty of wa-
ter. The hike is rated moderately physically diffi -
cult, and there may be muddy or icy areas. 

HCH follows federal and state COVID guidelines, 
and face masks are optional. Membership is encour-
aged; however, hikes are open to the public. Chil-
dren are welcome if accompanied by an adult. HCH 
offers an all-terrain Rollator — an outdoor walker 
with oversized wheels — on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis by email at harborcountryhikers@gmail.com.

Visit www.harborcountryhikes.com or Harbor 
Country Hikers on Facebook for more details.

A “bluebird day” is a sunny day after an overnight snowfall.

mailto:harborcountryhikers@gmail.com
http://www.harborcountryhikes.com
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Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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As soon as I began to hear about airline 
delays and people having trouble 
traveling over the holidays, my phone 
began to ring with appointments to see 
properties. One house had six showings 
from the day after Christmas to the day 
after New Year’s. We got an offer for the 
property, then everything went silent 
again. The scares dissipated quickly, it 
seems. I call that new reaction “Covid 2 
Market.”

The MLS numbers for the period from 
Nov. 1-Jan. 27 for my “Indiana Lakefront” 
market that stretches from Beverly Shores 
to the Michigan line within a mile or two of 
Lake Michigan for last year and this year 
indicate an overall downtrend. 

The  number of closed sales last year was 
49; this year, it’s 27. Dollar Volume last 
year was $26.1 million; this year, it’s $13.5 
million. Last year, 34% of properties sold 
in 30 days or less for 93% of list price; this 
year, 66% sold for 99% of list price. Fewer 
properties sold for closer to the last listed 
price in a shorter time this year. 

The number that sent me back to double-
check was the number of residential 
listings on the market on Jan. 27, 2022. 
Eight residential properties are available 
today as I write this column. Inventory 
has been decimated! 

Some soft information gleaned from 
talking to buyers and other agents 
indicates that not only is inventory a 
big problem, but more buyers are being 
scared off by the cost and availability of 
contractors to do upgrading. Buyers only 
want houses that need no improvements 
and meet their needs perfectly.

 Your listing 
will be one of the very few for sale. That 
is good. It should sell for 99% of asking 
price in fewer than 30 days if you priced 
it right and it needs no work for the buyer 
to move in.

COVID 2  
Real Estate Market

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

LCA Receives Challenge Grant
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 

has received a $25,000 cash-reserve fund challenge 
grant from the Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley Foun-
dation.  

GDDF launched the program to help eligible 
arts organizations create or increase an existing 

cash reserve with a 
$25,000 matching 
grant. Such a reserve 
can help manage cash 

fl ow, support a new initiative or weather a change 
in funding through temporary draws that are later 
replenished.

The challenge grant is an opportunity for LCA to 
focus on long-term sustainability while continuing 
to offer exhibits, arts education and outreach.

LCA has until Dec. 31 to raise $25,000 for the  
cash reserve fund. GDDF will match the $25,000 
raised. Gifts must be from new donors, lapsed do-
nors or increased amounts over the prior year from 
current donors. A lapsed donor is anyone who has 
not made a gift in the prior two years.

Visit www.LubeznikCenter.org/Donate or contact 
Executive Director Janet Bloch at (219) 874-4900, 
Ext. 101, for more information.

Historical Society Museum
LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 

Indiana Ave., will celebrate Black History Month in 
February.

Displays throughout the museum will spotlight 
many prominent black men and 
women in LaPorte County, in-
cluding doctors, humanitarians, 
pianists and everyday people. 
Visitors can hear about Michigan 
City’s Elite Youth Center and hear 
Hazel Harrison’s piano playing.

In celebrating “Love in La-
Porte,” the museum will feature 
wedding dresses from different 
eras.  Every Saturday in Febru-
ary, the museum’s assistant di-

rector, Danielle Adams, will wear a wedding dress 
around the museum. Also, a new scavenger hunt is 
planned.

Call (219) 324-6767 for more details.

Harrison

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
http://www.LubeznikCenter.org/Donate
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THE BEST 
LEARNING 
HAPPENS 
IN PERSON
Learn more about our 190-acre 

   campus, small class sizes, 

and in-person learning at 

lalumiere.org
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A restless unease, for me at least, dominates 
the early scenes of “Being the Ricardos.” Writer-di-
rector Aaron Sorkin (“The Trial of the Chicago 7”) 
can make dialogue crackle like logs on a fi re...but 
I couldn’t buy Nicole Kidman and Javier Bardem 
as Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz. I mean, we’re talk-
ing about two of the most recognizable faces in 20th 
century television. Doesn’t matter what generation 
you identify with — Boomers or Xers — some sta-
tion, somewhere, is airing episodes of “I Love Lucy.”

So when we fi rst see Kidman and Bardem in 
character, Lucy on the defensive over Communist 
accusations and Desi’s alleged infi delities, my reac-
tion was, nope. Bardem looks too old, Kidman like 
she’s wearing a Lucille Ball costume.

But you know what? Sorkin, his stars and ar-
guably the year’s best ensemble make you forget 
whether or not Kidman and Bardem resemble their 
inspirations. “Being the Ricardos” becomes an en-
grossing peek into a marriage, the nature of celeb-
rity, TV in its golden era and a time when society’s 
grip on gender would not relax.

Streaming on Prime, the movie charts one tumul-
tuous week in 1952 on the set of “I Love Lucy,” spe-
cifi cally prep for Episode 204 in which Lucy tries to 
make peace between a squabbling Fred and Ethel. 
Sorkin marches through the table read, blocking 
the actors and fi lming before a live audience. The 
story proceeds in non-linear fashion, bouncing be-

tween the production schedule, fl ashbacks and the 
on- and off-set tension not just between Lucy and 
Desi, but also their co-stars, writers, producers, di-
rectors and studio chiefs.

This may be the fi rst depiction of Vivian Vance, 
as Ethel, that elevates her from the shadow of Ball’s 
star wattage. Vance is played by Tony winner Nina 
Arianda in a wow of a performance: a fascinating 
depiction of reluctant restraint. Vance is a legiti-
mate talent relegated to frumpy second fi ddle, her 
on-screen husband Fred – Oscar-winner J.K. Sim-
mons, superbly sweet and salty – more than 20 
years her senior. You can feel the moments where 
Vance is ready to erupt, yet Arianda reins her in 
with astonishing control.

Ditto Tony Hale as Jess Oppenheimer, the pro-
ducer and head writer of “I Love Lucy.” His perfor-
mance is a knowing mix of exasperation and defeat 
in Lucy’s presence on set.

That, in fact, is where Kidman blossoms. Dismiss-
ing Ball as “diffi cult” would be to defi ne her through 
male eyes. Kidman is fearless in scenes where Lucy 
has to remind people she has a brain, that she is not 

“Ricardos” Is a Fascinating Look at TV Legends
by Andrew Tallackson

Nicole Kidman stars 
as Lucille Ball and 
Javier Bardem as 

Desi Arnaz.

★ ★ ★
“Being the Ricardos”

Running time: 131 minutes. Amazon Prime. 

Rated R for language

1/2
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the ditz she plays on TV. Sorkin’s kinetic dialogue 
is Kidman’s weapon. She uses words, her dogged 
determination, to steamroll past male studio heads 
who lace every conversation with patronizing drivel. 
So when we arrive at moments when Lucy stands 
her ground – studio heads initially balking at Desi 
being Cuban, mentioning Lucy’s pregnancy on air 
– what we get from Kidman is feminism in its earli-
est, most potent forms. We also witness a performer 
not content to dumb down her character for a quick 
and easy laugh.

As “Being the Ricardos” juggles its many players, 
and juggles them well, the chaos leads to the night 
the episode is fi lmed, right as a newspaper prints 
a scathing headline that “Lucille Ball is a Red.” As 
Lucy, her costars and her writers sit backstage, in 
the shadows, there is an unspoken camaraderie that 
is undeniably moving. Whatever their differences, 
the endgame — the desire to make people laugh — 
humbles them into admiration for each other.

By spending time with these people, observing 
behind-the-scenes highs and lows, Sorkin gets us 
to admire, more so than ever, the brilliance they 
achieved. We are mesmerized by it.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com

Nina Arianda is outstanding as Vivian Vance.

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

http://www.furniturewerks.com
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Winter Wonderland
As soon as the heavy snowfall began, we asked our photographer, Bob Wellinski, to 

head out and capture images from around the area. We hope you enjoy what he found.
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“The Tender Bar” is like comfort food. It doesn’t 
rock your world, where you’re terribly moved by it, 
but it introduces people you care about. Enough so, 
you’re glad to have spent time with them.

The Amazon Prime fi lm, directed by George Cloo-
ney and featuring one of Ben Affl eck’s better perfor-
mances, is based on the memoir by J.R. Moehringer, 
a journalist who won a Pulitzer back in 2000. It is 
based on his youth and his days at Yale, but being 
lifted from fact does not mean we haven’t seen it be-
fore. Like many accounts of dysfunctional families, 
it embraces the idea that we need to chalk up messy 
childhoods to character-building experiences...and 
move on from there.

The difference, though, what makes “The Tender 
Bar” rise above the familiar, is the lack of senti-
mentality Clooney and Oscar-winning screenwriter 
William Monahan (“The Departed”) invest in their 
characters.

J.R., played by adorable newcomer Daniel Ran-
ieri as a child in 1970s Long Island, grows up with-
out his mildly successful father (Max Martini) in 
the picture. His dad is simply “The Voice” on the 
radio, spinning top 40 hits. His mother (Lily Rabe) 
leaves the marriage, moving in with her family. And 
it’s one sizable extended family, Grandpa Maguire 
(the great Christopher Lloyd), puzzled as to why his 
children can’t fl y the coop. Lilly’s brother, Charlie 
(Affl eck), owns the popular watering hole, The Dick-

ens Bar, down the street. He’s no dummy. Quite lit-
erate, in fact. Life, though, never seemed to swing 
in his favor. Ditto their sister and her sizable brood.

All of them, crammed into one modestly sized 
home. But, as J.R. admits, “everyone should have 
an Uncle Charlie.” He’s the father fi gure in J.R.’s 
life. The one who dispenses the best wisdom. The 
one who listens to him. The one who introduces him 
to a love of reading...and to all the lovable misfi ts 
who populate The Dickens Bar.

Affl eck doesn’t treat Charlie as a larger-than-life 
saint. He’s just a good guy, a smart guy who accepts 
his lot in life. In other fi lms, Affl eck has a way of 
coming across as smarmy. Performances that feel 
like performances, where you catch him acting. But 
here, he seems at peace. Grounded in likability, 
never defeated by his predicament. Sweet, without 
being suffocating. Precisely, as J.R. says, the kind of 
uncle every child deserves.

Tye Sheridan (“Ready Player One”) takes over 
as J.R. during his Yale days, and “The Tender Bar” 
charts his journey as a writer, fi rst for the Yale stu-

“The Tender Bar” Takes a Sweet Look at Dysfunctional Family
by Andrew Tallackson

J.R. (Tye Sheridan, right) fi nds wisdom and solace with his Uncle Charlie (Ben Affl eck) in “The Tender Bar.”

★ ★ ★
“The Tender Bar”

Running time: 106 minutes. Amazon Prime. Rated R 

for language throughout and some sexual content
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dent paper, then briefl y at The New York Times. J.R. 
hasn’t discovered his voice yet as a writer. His pas-
sion. He’s just spinning his wheels. Ditto his love 
life, which fi nds him trailing that one elusive col-
lege love (Brianna Middleton, “Tick...Tick...Boom!”) 
without hope of a life together.

We expect “The Tender Bar” will lead to a life-
altering catharsis, what with everyone in J.R.’s in-
ner circle telling him he can’t move forward until he 
reconciles the relationship with his father.

But Clooney doesn’t drive the story toward a 
teary resolve. In fact, the understated, almost comic 
means with which he approaches the climactic re-
union is far more effective than any syrupy close. 
The fi lm’s message is that, while we can’t choose our 
biological ties, we can embrace the real parents in 
our lives. We are reminded of that as images unfold 
while the credits roll, an intriguing way of driving 
home that point. Clooney’s warmth, his tender re-
straint win you over. He’s sold us on these people, 
their lives and the unbreakable bond between them.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Christopher Lloyd (left), seen here with newcomer Daniel Ranieri, 
steals his every scene in “The Tender Bar.”

The Gardens is extremely active doing wedding events -

it's a wonderful position and pays very well!

Must be able to start immediately

Please send your resumes to

info@friendshipbotanicgardens.org

WEDDING
COORDINATOR

NOW H I R I N G

AT FR I ENDSH I P
BOTAN I C GARDENS

NOW H I R I N G

AT FR I ENDSH I P
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Michigan City, Indiana
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ADDITIONS
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219-861-6341
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Students, teachers and staff at Michigan City 
High School have a new way to focus on fi tness.

The high school athletic department recently 
hosted an open house to show off the renovated 
Fitness Center and 
Weight Room. With 
its fi rst major re-
model since the high 
school consolidation 
in 1995, the fi tness 
center had a ma-
jor face-lift, includ-
ing all new equip-
ment and fl ooring. 
With a price tag of 
more than $103,000, 
the project gained 
support through a 
$75,000 Healthcare 
Foundation of La-
Porte grant.

Included in the 
renovation are six 
new fi tness-quality 
cardio machines – 
four treadmills and 
two elliptical ma-
chines – as well as 
12 new weight sta-
tions with adjust-
able benches, and all-new dumbbells and racks. The 
room has three large-screen monitors for training 
videos, and rubberized fi tness fl ooring. Still to come 
are glass entry doors and a fob entry system.

“This upgrade was defi nitely needed,” MCHS 
Athletic Director Craig Shaman said in a press re-
lease. “With this new equipment, we can serve a lot 

MCHS Athletic Department Unveils New Fitness Center, Weight Room
more of our student population, not only through 
sports teams, but by expanding our Strength Train-
ing classes as well. We also hope it encourages more 
of our staff to use it to get more active and improve 

their overall health and fi tness.”
The center is available to all MCHS sports teams, 

and serves fi ve Strength Training classes offered 
through the physical education curriculum. As an 
added bonus, teachers and staff can use the facility 
during free periods and after school hours.

The center also makes it easier for student-ath-
letes to receive specialized workout routines when 
recovering from injury.

Students interested in using the facility outside 
of classes or school programs can contact the ath-
letic offi ce to make arrangements.

Photo by Jessica O’Brien

Tree/Shrub Seedling Fundraiser
The Berrien County Conservation District is tak-

ing orders through April 15 for its Annual Tree and 
Shrub spring fundraiser.

A variety of bare root seedlings of evergreens, 
deciduous trees, shrubs and fruit trees are avail-
able, along with strawberry, rhubarb and asparagus 
plants. Rain barrels and composters are available.

Quantities are limited. Orders may be placed 
at www.berriencd.org, printed from the website or 
sent by mail by calling  (269) 471-9111, Ext. 3, and 
leaving a message.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

http://www.berriencd.org
mailto:mark@markcuri.com


February 3, 2022 Page 21
THE

Flyin’ Irish Invitational
The Notre Dame Air Force Reserve Offi cer Train-

ing Corps will welcome 48 teams from around the 
nation to participate in the 36th Annual Flyin’ Irish 
Invitational Basketball tournament Friday-Sunday, 
Feb. 4-6.

Participating teams consist of students partici-
pating in ROTC programs at different universities, 
representing the Army, Navy and Air Force.

Starting in 1985 as a small regional event, the 
tournament has grown to where in 2019, more than 
800 players from 56 different teams traveled to 
Notre Dame to compete.

This year, the tournament is in the Joyce Athletic 
Conference Center next to the Notre Dame Football 
Stadium. Different games will run on six courts si-
multaneously throughout the weekend, leading up 
to the men’s and women’s fi nals Sunday. The cham-
pionship game will be streamed through the Flyin’ 
Irish Invitational Facebook page and in person at 
the JACC, with current university COVID restric-
tions in place and available on the Notre Dame CO-
VID visitor policy page.

The reigning men’s division champion is Mar-
quette University, which again returns to South 
Bend to defend its title. Also returning are the pre-
vious victors for the women’s division, Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets. Trying to dethrone the champions 
are Notre Dame’s Army, Navy and Air Force teams, 
which hope to keep the trophy under the Golden 
Dome. Notre Dame’s teams are made up of cadets 
from the university and six other regional schools, 
including Saint Mary’s College, Holy Cross College, 
Indiana University-South Bend, Bethel College, 
Valparaiso University and Trine University.

The tournament is free and open to the public. 
Visit tinyurl.com/2mu39u9x or contact cadet Sarah 
Wells at swells4@nd.edu for more details.

Students in the tournament hail from ROTC programs at different schools.

15% OFF *
BAG SALE

*Discount applies to our regular and sale prices on all
in-stock products. All merchandise must fit inside the
bag, all at one time to qualify for the 15% discount.
Limited to one bag per guest(or household) per
purchase, per visit. 

Bring this coupon to the check-out at Duneland
Home & Pro Hardware and RECEIVE YOUR BAG!*

���������	
�����
�


S A L E  S T A R T S  J A N U A R Y  2 5 , 2 0 2 2  A N D  E N D S
F E B R U A R Y  8 ,  2 0 2 2 .

*15% OFF* 
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219-878-1720

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 32 years in business
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Ellen Franks Newsom, 79, died Jan. 18, 2022, fol-
lowing a short battle with mesothelioma.

Born to Alice and Wendell Franks on April 8, 
1942, in Baltimore, Md., Ellen grew up on the san-
dy shores of Lake Michigan in Long Beach. She 

graduated from the University of 
Michigan in 1964 with a Bachelor of 
Science in nursing, after which she 
became a registered nurse. While at 
Michigan, she met her future hus-
band, Walter Newsom, and they 
were married in 1964 in Michigan 
City. Their honeymoon was a two-
month, 11,000-mile tent camping 
trip in a VW Beetle visiting 18 west-

ern states and 20 national parks, the fi rst of many 
adventures they would share.

Upon their return, they made their fi rst resi-
dence in Ithaca, N.Y., where Ellen practiced nursing 
with the New York Department of Public Health. In 
1970, they moved to Columbia, Mo., where Walt re-
ceived his Master of Business Administration and 
a doctorate. Ellen was a homemaker with their two 
children. In 1974, they moved to Starkville, Miss., 
as Walt joined the faculty at Mississippi State Uni-
versity. Ellen resumed her nursing career at the 
Starkville Children’s Clinic and during summers at 
Camp Bratton Green until her retirement.

A quiet leader, Ellen was president of her high 
school student body, college dorm, Mississippi State 
University Newcomers Club, P.E.O. and Daughters 
of the King and Senior Warden of her church. A life-
long Episcopalian, she was active in a wide variety 
of ministries at the Church of the Resurrection for 
47 years, and held many leadership positions at the 
parish and diocesan levels.

Ellen and Walt were well-traveled as they ven-

tured to all 50 states, 101 countries and all seven 
continents together. Ellen paraglided in the Swiss 
Alps, piloted a plane across Tanzania, kayaked in 
Antarctica, snorkeled with whale sharks in the 
Philippines, fl oated for 19 days in the Grand Can-
yon in a wooden dory and hiked to the Arctic Ocean 
in Alaska.

She was an avid quilter with the Golden Triangle 
Quilters Guild who took delight in making quilts 
for other people, particularly newborns. Many of El-
len’s family and friends sleep well under one of her 
beautiful creations.

Be it greeting fi rst-time church attendees or com-
forting sick babies, she was sweet and compassion-
ate to friends and strangers alike, and a gracious 
and kind soul.

Ellen is survived by her husband of 57 years, 
Walt, Starkville; son, Matt Newsom, spouse, Mar-
tha, and grandsons Jack and Will, Charlotte, N.C.; 
daughter, Emily Cook, husband, David, and grand-
sons Tanner and Tyler of Bartlett, Tenn. She also 
has two brothers, Dan Franks and spouse, Kim 
Swanson of Clearwater, Fla., and Martin Franks 
and spouse, Sherry, of Washington, D.C.; as well as 
numerous nieces and nephews.

A private, family funeral will be held at the 
Church of the Resurrection, Starkville, with inure-
ment in the church columbarium. A public memori-
al service and celebration of her life will follow later 
this spring.

In lieu of fl owers and in memory of Ellen, make 
memorial contributions to the Ellen Newsom Me-
morial Fund at Church of the Resurrection (www.
ecrstarkville.com/give), the Seeds You Sow capital 
campaign at Camp Bratton Green/Gray Center in 
Canton, Miss. (www.graycenter.org/giving) or the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (www.lls.org).

In Memoriam

http://www.ecrstarkville.com/give
http://www.ecrstarkville.com/give
http://www.graycenter.org/giving
http://www.lls.org
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In Memoriam
Antonio “Tony” Petti

Nov. 17, 1932-Jan. 24, 2022
Antonio “Tony” Petti, 89, Michigan City, passed 

away at 5:40 a.m. Monday, Jan. 24, at Franciscan 
Health-Michigan City.

The Mass of Christian burial was celebrated Jan. 
28 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Buffalo and 10th streets, with the 
Rev. David Kime offi ciating. Burial 
was in Greenwood Cemetery. Ott/
Haverstock Funeral Chapel handled 
the arrangements.  

He was born Nov. 17, 1932, in Roc-
caspromonte, Italy, to the late Raf-
fael and Annuziata Petti. On April 

27, 1952, in Bronx, N.Y., he married Lucy L.(Petti), 
who preceded him in death on Sept. 24, 1998.

Surviving are a son, Joseph (David Bradley) Pet-
ti, and daughter, Nancy (Vincenzo) Palmieri, both 
of Michigan City;  two grandchildren, Anthony (Re-
nee) Palmieri and Angela Palmieri, both of Michi-
gan City; four great-grandchildren, Cameron Scott, 
Ava Scott, Addison Scott and Luca Palmieri; two 
brothers, Giuseppe Petti, Italy, and Luigi (Teresa) 
Petti, New York; a sister, Esterina “Esther” Ven-
ice, Michigan City;  numerous nieces and nephews, 
along with his old sidekick, David Novak, Michigan 
City. He was preceded in death by a great-grand-
daughter, Giavanna Scott, brother, Giovanni Petti, 
and brother-in-law, Nicholas Venice.   

Tony was a member of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church.  He was devoted to his family and his busi-
ness, Petti’s Grocery. Everyone who knew him knew 
how hard he worked for 70-plus years taking care of 
his community. Tony took great pride in supplying 
Polish sausage to people for all of their needs. Even 
the last two weeks in the hospital, his concerns were 
getting his business stocked for the people. Tony will 
be greatly missed, but his legacy of always helping 
the less fortunate will be talked about forever.

Contributions may be made to St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 411 W. 11th St., Michigan City, IN 46360, 
or Interfaith Food Pantry PADS, 1001 W. Eighth 
St., Michigan City, IN 46360.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com


February 3, 2022Page 24
THE

Shirley Heinze Land Trust
A Long Beach resident is among three new board 

members elected to three-year terms with the Shir-
ley Heinze Land Trust board of directors.  

Bets Fleek, who currently serves on the fundrais-
ing committee, is a retired information-technology 
executive and volunteer. A certifi ed Indiana Master 
Naturalist and watercolor artist, she grew up in the 
Indiana Dunes, where she was inspired to observe 
the cycles of nature, and continues these observa-
tions with her grandchildren. She lives in Long 
Beach with her husband, Mark Schoonaert. 

Since 1981, the land trust has protected, restored 
and maintained Northwest Indiana’s natural 
communities, including tallgrass prairie, high dune, 
oak savanna, boreal fl atwoods, dune and swale, 
woodlands, marshes, swamps, ponds, fens, bogs and 
riparian habitat.

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Indiana Dunes National Park
The National Park Service has approved an Indi-

ana Dunes National Park entrance fee that begins 
March 31.

The new revenue will help fund the Marquette 
Greenway Bike Trail, visitor services, parking and 
transportation improvements for a park that has 
seen attendance increase from 1.7 million visitors 
to more than 3 million since its 2019 name change. 

The fee only affects the national park, not Indi-
ana Dunes State Park. Costs vary depending on the 
method used to enter:

• The per person/walk-in/bike-in/boat-in rate is 
$15 (up to a maximum of $25 per family).

• Motorcycle pass is $20.

• One- to Seven-Day Vehicle Pass is $25.

• Annual Pass is $45.

• Commercial Fee for a Motor Coach (Bus): up to 
$100.

Holders of the following federal land passes will 
not pay an entrance fee: Annual Pass, Senior Pass, 
Veterans, Military and Gold Star Family Pass, 
Fourth Grade Pass, Access Pass (for permanent dis-
ability) and Volunteer Pass.   

The Entrance Pass (1-7 days) and Annual Pass 
will be available at: Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Educa-
tion, seasonally at West Beach Entrance Station 
or online at www.recreation.gov. The Annual Pass 
will be available March 1 and the Entrance Pass 
on the fi rst day fees are collected: March 31. There 
are plans to have local vendors such as gas stations 
or other retailers near the park sell passes. More 
information will be available when vendors are con-
fi rmed. Call (219) 395-1882 or visit www/nps.gov/
indu for more detail.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:

• Sensational Spiders at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 5. 

Meet at the Nature Center auditorium for spider 
show ‘n tell to develop a new appreciation for the 
creatures.

• Cocoa & Crafts from 1-3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
6.

Meet at the Nature Center Auditorium to make a 
craft using items found in nature.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

http://www.michianamechanical.com
http://www.recreation.gov
http://www.nps.gov/indu
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De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provid-
ed by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra executive director, highlights its talented 
musicians.

Aleksandra Kemble is in her fi rst year with 
LCSO, serving as principal fl utist. A native of 
Slovakia, she came to the U.S. in 2002.

Kemble holds a Doctor of Arts from Ball State 
University. Besides loving orchestral and cham-
ber-music collaborations with her colleagues, 
she is an educator who holds several university 
positions as adjunct faculty of fl ute. She also is 
trained as a Suzuki method educator and enjoys 
being multilingual, which she jokes allows her to 
joke in several languages.

Aleksandra Kemble.

New Save the Dunes Director
Betsy Maher, who has more than a decade in non-

profi t experience, is Save the Dunes’ new executive 
director.

Maher has worked in areas such as volunteer man-
agement, human resources, fund-
raising and special events. She has 
a master’s degree in public admin-
istration and a senior certifi cation 
in human resources. She recently 
served as director of volunteer ser-
vices at Lincoln Park Zoo, where she 
built a community of volunteers and 
interns, and oversaw staff training. 
Under her leadership, the volunteer 
program received a national award 
for excellence in volunteer engage-

ment. She also led the zoo’s intern program, with 
the goal to make all internships paid and advance 
the zoo’s diversity efforts. 

Visit www.Savedunes.org and on social media at 
Facebook.com/savedunes for more information.

Maher

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

http://www.Savedunes.org
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers

Brochures
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City

(219) 879 0088
email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

In the Area:
Feb. 4-6, 11-13, 18-20 — “Jerry’s Girls,” Foot-

light Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. Times: 7:30 p.m. 
Fri. & Sat./2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $15, $10/children 12 
& younger. Reservations: www.footlightplayers.org, 
(219) 874-4035, @ box offi ce.

Feb. 5 — Sensational Spiders, 2 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390. 

Feb. 6 — Cocoa & Crafts, 1-3 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 7 — Teen D&D, 5-7 p.m., LaPorte County 
Public Library Meeting Room A, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

Feb. 8 — Joyful Movement Easy Exercises for All 
Ages, 8:30 a.m., Luhr County Park Nature Center, 
3178 S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. Registra-
tion: (219) 325-8315.

Feb. 8 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library Meeting Room B, 
904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Feb. 8 — Pajama Time, 6-7 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library Coolspring Branch meeting 
room, 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Feb. 9 — Virtual Dungeons & Dragons, 3-5 p.m., 
through Michigan City Public Library. New player 
registration: https://bit.ly/33naKDf. Info: dwolf@
mclib.org, (219) 873-3045.

Through March 31 — Local artist Kristy Kutch,  
The Legacy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Legacy Cen-
ter hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun.

Saturdays — Turn Up Dance Fitness with Stacy 
G., 8:30-9:30 a.m., Long Beach Community Center, 
2501 Oriole Trail. Cost: $5 paid at class.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

In the Region
Feb. 3 — Noon Time Talk Series, 12:20 p.m. EST, 

Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St., 
Elkhart. Admission: $5, members/free. Info: (574) 
293-6660.

Feb. 4 — Matt Schofi eld Live, 8 p.m. EST, The 

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
http://www.footlightplayers.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
https://bit.ly/33naKDf
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Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets: $45/general seating; $70/reserved. Reser-
vations: www.acornlive.org

Feb. 4-6 — 36th Annual Flyin’ Irish Invitational 
Basketball tournament, The University of Notre 
Dame Joyce Athletic Conference Center. Free. In-
person, streaming on Flyin’ Irish Invitational Face-
book page. Info: tinyurl.com/2mu39u9x, swells4@
nd.edu

Feb. 5 — Harbor Country Hikers, 2 p.m. EST,  
Three Oaks Township Conservation Area/adjoining 
Kesling Nature Preserve. Meet @ township parking 
lot, 8505 W. Forest Lawn Road, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Info: harborcountryhikers@gmail.com, www.
harborcountryhikes.com

Feb. 5 — Reins of Life Inc. 24th annual Kelsey 
Meekhof Memorial Dinner & Auction, 5:30 p.m. 
EST, The Armory, 727 S. Eddy St., South Bend. 
Tickets/info: tinyurl.com/3ekmckn6

Feb. 5 — The Chicago Experience, 8 p.m. EST, 
The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, 
Mich. Tickets: $40/general seating; $65/reserved. 
Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Through Feb. 15 — “Finding the Light in Dark 
Days: Works by the Duneland Photography Club,” 
works by Samantha Purze, Art Barn School of Art, 
695 N. County Road 400 East, Valparaiso. Info: 
(219) 462-9009, www.artbarnschool.org

Through March 26 — “Shadow, Mooring + Un-
dercurrents,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth 
St. Opening reception: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Feb. 5. Info:  
(219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• South Central Junior-Senior High School, 9808 

S. County Road 600 West, Union Mills, 8:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 4.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers

Business
Cards

911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com
An effective alternative to

counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

http://www.acornlive.org
mailto:harborcountryhikers@gmail.com
http://www.harborcountryhikes.com
http://www.harborcountryhikes.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL
Urgently Needed: personal home health care for MS patient.

Waterford area. Feb. 5-15. 7-9 a.m.
Pay is $40 per day. Call Kevin at (219) 879-4038 

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
February Special: artwork, world history and world biography, 50% off.

(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

GET READY FOR LEFTY’S SPRING GOLF SALE!
$99 — full sets with bag. TaylorMade, Titleist, Callaway, Adams Tight 

Lies, Wilson Pro Staff and many custom-made sets with big drivers. Kid’s 
sets starting at $30. Sad news for the tribe – Brother Meat Loaf passed 
away and Old Bison Marine Maj. Ron Kincade. Peace to all my brothers 

and sisters, Lefty. Call (219) 873-0858.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

 B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-3873

Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 15+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES

Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Interior/Exterior paint-
ing. Walls, ceilings, trim, all paintable surfaces. Drywall replacement/

repair, texturing, wood graining. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority 
- Ref. Avail. 

(574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications possible. We leave 
houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reasonable. We 

would be very appreciative to work in your home. 
Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
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The Beacher has an opening for a full-time print 
salesperson effective immediately. The position 

entails working with individuals and businesses on 
print needs ranging from business cards and flyers 

to brochures, letterheads, copies and other  
materials. It also involves interacting with walk-in 

customers and their print needs. Must have a  
vehicle. The salaried position includes benefits. 

NOW HIRING

Stop by The Beacher, 911 Franklin St., with a  
resume, email drew@thebeacher.com or call  

us at (219) 879-0088

HOW TO CONTACT US

We Need Your Help!
During heavy snowfall, shovel as much snow away from 
your paper tube as possible so we can deliver each week’s  

edition. Previous editions are available at our office,  
911 Franklin St., if we are unable to deliver them to you.

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning, 
snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.

 Facebook.com/abeslawncare
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 
/dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 

lures, reels, collectibles, toys, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL
I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,

licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you 

in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077. 

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 

in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available through May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515.
Lovely, cozy & charming winter cottage. Furnished 2BR/1BA, living 
room, kitchen, sunroom, deck. Available Feb-May. $1,350/mo includes 

utilities up to $200/mo. Central heat. 2 blocks to Lake Shore Drive @Stop 
38. Call (415) 548-0498

10-Digit Dialing Now Mandatory
Ten-digit dialing is offi cial for Indiana, Illinois 

and Michigan residents.
Those affected are: Indiana residents with (219) 

and (574) area codes; Illinois residents with (309) 
(618) and (708) area codes; and Michigan residents 
with (616), (810), (906) and (989) area codes.

A 10-digit call requires the three-digit area code 
and seven-digit telephone number, even when call-
ing someone in the same area code. The change does 
not affect a current telephone number. In the case 
of the Illinois (708) number, the 10-digit number 
may have to use trunk code 1, which is known as 
1+10-digit dialing, or national, format.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
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It’s a Wonderful Woof by Spencer Quinn 
(hardcover, $26.99 retail in bookstores and online; 
also available as an eBook and an audiobook. 262 
pages.)

This is Book 12 in the highly successful series 
about Bernie Little Detective Agency and Bernie’s 
best friend, partner and compadre, Chet.

Chet is the narrator of all the stories for a good 
reason: Chet is a dog. If you ever 
wondered what was going on be-
tween those two twitching ears on 
your dog’s head, this is the place 
to start. Spencer Quinn has dog-
speak down to an exact science. His 
ability to translate Chet’s musings 
into English is nothing more than 
astounding — sometimes amusing, 
sometimes amazingly thoughtful.

One thing for sure is that, to 
Chet, Bernie is the smartest hu-
man in the room.

It’s the Christmas season in the 
Arizona desert town Chet and Ber-
nie call home and, as usual, fi nanc-
es are a little tight. 

Leaving a holiday party hosted 
by the Muertos motorcycle gang 
(don’t ask), Chet and Bernie hap-
pen upon a man getting beat up in 
an alleyway. After the would-be at-
tackers are dispersed, Bernie sees 
the victim is Victor Klovsky, a private eye wannabe. 
Bernie tells him maybe it’s time to fi nd another line 
of work…

Not long after, 10 days before Christmas to be 
exact, Bernie is visited by one Lauritz Vogner, a 
strange man with a strange request.

Before explaining his job, Vogner offers Bernie 
$5,000 cash — to begin with — followed by $50,000 
“at the successful conclusion of your work.” Vog-
ner hints at research only, maybe in the fi eld of 
art and history. This whole thing, even the money, 
sounds wrong for Bernie, so he gives Vogner Victor 
Klovsky’s name and number.

The whole incident is forgotten until Bernie gets 
a call from Elise, Victor’s mother. She is worried be-
cause she hasn’t heard from him for several days, 
and that isn’t like him at all. Especially because he 
always lights the candles for Hanukkah each night. 
Will Bernie look for him? She will even pay!

Bernie says no to the money, but yes to looking 
into where Victor might have gotten off to.

Victor’s bike is missing, and Elise remembers see-
ing a man who matches the description of Lauritz 
Vogner leaving their home recently. Now, Bernie is 
interested. A paper with “Flight into Egypt” and $500 

cash are the only clues Bernie fi nds in Victor’s room. 
Later that day, Victor’s bike is found at the bottom 
of a steep trail out of town…Victor nowhere in sight.

Bernie’s search leads him to the Nuestra Señora 
de los Saguaros, the ruins of a 17th century mission. 
It was closed down and sold. The Sonoran Museum 
of Art was over-bidded by a group called People for 
Preservation, part of the Friends of Merisi. What 

was their interest in an abandoned 
mission in the middle of the desert? 
Bernie discovers a stone in the mis-
sion with the name Merisi on it. 
He fi nds out it might refer to the 
famous 17th century painter Cara-
vaggio.

Knowing nothing about art, Ber-
nie’s search leads to the priory’s 
former business manager, Walter 
Lessig, who directs him to Profes-
sor of Art Marco Folonari. Bernie 
is learning more about art than he 
ever thought he wanted to know.

Next problem — someone else 
seems to be missing — Lauritz Vog-
ner. Bernie tracks down the hotel 
where he is staying…too late. The 
late Vogner is reclining in the bath-
tub in a pool of his own blood. This 
just gets curiouser and curiouser as 
Bernie fi nds a key hidden in a roll 
of toilet paper. It has a letter and 

number on it. Looks like a key for a gym locker? But 
what gym? Did Bernie know Vogner was a P.I. from 
Madrid, Spain? He does now.

Throughout, Chet is by Bernie’s side, trying to 
fi gure out what is going on, but trusting that Bernie 
will work his magic and solve the case. Too bad Chet 
can’t communicate because at the mission, his nose 
— the best in the business, he will tell you — picks 
up some interesting smells that could lead Bernie 
to an answer to all his questions. Maybe the rumors 
that the mission is cursed are true after all…

Christmas Eve will either tell all or end all as 
Chet and Bernie fi nd themselves running for their 
lives up a mountain trail they can barely see in a 
fast-falling blizzard.

Chet is a most unusual canine whose look at hu-
man life and speech can be humorous, questioning 
and sometimes almost philosophical. In Chet’s own 
words: “There’s a lot of fun to be had in the busi-
ness…I couldn’t wait for…for whatever was going to 
happen after now.”

One thing’s for sure: After you read a Chet and 
Bernie book, you will look for more of them. Adios, 
amigos!

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/1ba / $175,000
Rudy & Michael Conner • 219.898.0708 

405Superior.info

HAMMOND 

2br/1.1ba / $114,900
Linda Wiechnik-Goble • 219.973.8040 

6425Madison.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/1ba / $85,000
Gus Tsaparikos • 219.873.6837 

418E10ThStreet.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/1ba / $435,000
Gus Tsaparikos • 219.873.6837 

10724West400North.info

PORTAGE 

1br/1ba / $199,900
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364 
6069DuneHarborB-1.info

VALPARAISO 

3br/3.1ba / $1,325,000
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090 
3159HeavilinRoad.info

LAPORTE 

2br/2.1ba / $595,000
Mills/Roch • 312.243.0716 

6865Nature4.info

LAPORTE 

5br/3.1ba / $2,700,000
Renny Mills • 312.243.0716 

676E700North.info

BEVERLY SHORES 

3br/2ba / $635,000
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090 

158ERipplewater.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360
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101 Colfax Ave, Michigan City 46360

Sandy Rubenstein | 219-448-0249
pruett124@aol.com
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