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Finding Her Niche
by Connie Kuzydym

Romance.
Dual time line.
Historical mystery.
Psychic twist.
More than a decade in the making, Sandra “Sandy” Young’s love of vintage clothing inspired her debut novel Divine Vintage.
Unveiled to the public Feb. 21, Sandy weaves a
captivating tale of the tragic demise of a newly married couple preparing to leave for Paris in 1913, and
the two individuals, brought together by an otherworldly connection, trying to solve the mystery of
that fateful night long ago.
From the beginning, Sandy’s writing quickly
draws one into the story. She brings to life a cast
of characters to cheer for, fall in love with and dislike. Setting it in Michigan City adds an interesting
dimension, with various aspects of the area men-

tioned. The book is a fast, light read, but do not let
that deter you. It has depth.
An author blurb by LaPorte’s Catherine Lanigan
says it best: “…a mystery in 1913 will keep the reader
spell bound…well written and woven with enough
sexual tension to strum any romantic’s heart strings.”
More praise comes from other authors:
• Racheal Richey, author of the Nighthawks series:
“hooked from the first page and kept me guessing
until the last…”
• Elizabeth Hein: “…A distinctive new voice who innately captures the music and wonder of falling in
love.”
A LaPorte County resident, Sandy has a distinctive persona. Throughout Divine Vintage, her voice
emerges. If you know her, there is a familiarity in
how she describes something, how a situation is

Sandy Young considers vintage clothing a creative art form.
Photo by Bob Welliski
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handled, or you actually hear her saying the words
in the book. That, in itself, is mind-blowing, yet
awesome.
A wordsmith, Sandy’s choice of verbiage such as
“criminy” is refreshing. She brightens when speaking about her love of words, the enjoyment of playing
around with them and using words not frequently
chosen. Her style of stringing words together has a
rhythm that makes the historical sections lyrical,
the mystery part thrilling and the romance slowburning. In the telling, she leaves room for the
reader’s imagination, which adds another level to
the read.
The way she describes her characters’ thoughts,
feelings and actions develops an emotional bond
with the reader. She gives you a reason to root for
some or wonder what others’ motives are.
A sample of her writing: “…A male voice sounded
behind her right ear. A hand grasped the umbrella…
She didn’t recognize the voice…an inner sense of safety first drove her to seek the identity of her helper…
her intuition again told her he wasn’t dangerous.”
“They need to know these characters,” Sandy
says. “They can’t be surface. They’ve got to see their
characteristics, and hear their thoughts and be
empathetic towards them in some way. Even if it’s
a character that isn’t very likeable or is a villain,
there’s got to be emotion that’s being tugged there”
Sandy strikes a balance between rich, powerful,
vivid descriptions. Revealing just enough to keep
one turning the pages. Eliciting something deep
that pulls one further into the story.
A few examples:
• “As the hours stretched…a shadow of dread
pounced if she caught a moment to breathe between tasks.”
• “The guilt was far too much to bear…Contrition
tore at his heart an unimaginable wrenching agony. He…rummaged for a scrap of paper. His shaking fingers scrabbled for a fountain pen.”
Sandy has given her characters flaws, a backstory and their own voices. She touches on homelessness, giving the reader insight on the subject. Her
characters begin as buds and fully bloom by the end
of the book.
Like most, Sandy has faced adversity.

Entering Sandy Young’s writing studio, visitors are greeted by vintage
clothing and accessories, including a stunning blue dress displayed on
the floor. Photo by Bob Welliski

“I looked at challenges and said, it’s really bad
now, but I know there’s that proverbial light at the
end of the tunnel and it will get better,” she said. “I
need to learn from this, I need to grow from this. So
that’s how I handled it, and then I relate that to my
characters.
“You always want your characters to hit some hard
times. You want to build the stakes of the challenges
the characters face to drive people through it.”
❑
Growing up in the farmlands of central Illinois,
Sandy loved to read and write, dabbling in short
stories and poetry.
“Reading…took me to all kinds of wonderful places,” Sandy said.
Attending Eastern Illinois University, she majored in journalism and communication since the
school did not have a huge emphasis on creative
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writing. She landed a job as a feature writer for The
Commercial News in Danville, Ill., a Gannett-owned
paper and the parent company of USA Today.
Sandy was sent to USA Today’s Washington,
D.C., bureau on a four-month loan. Gannett staffers, in the 1980s, helped USA Today so the fledgling
national paper could turn a profit.
“I lived in the D.C. area and worked at the USA
Today building with 50 others from around the country,” Sandy said. “I wrote features, I had a top of the
byline USA Today story. That was pretty awesome.”
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If your child will be 5 by October 1, it’s time to enroll!

Kindergarten
Round Up!
Scan to get
started!
6XEPLWWKHEDVLF
LQIRUPDWLRQUHTXHVWHG
DWWKLVOLQN

Community theater has long been one of Sandy Young’s passions.
Here, she is pictured with the Footlight Players cast of
“To Gillian on Her 37th Birthday.”

At this juncture of life, she wanted to meet new
people. She found her niche in community theater.
“I was so into theater, it consumed me,” Sandy
said. “Sometimes, I would do five shows a year.
That’s a lot of time. So, the (personal) writing actually went to the side.”
Through theater, Sandy’s love of vintage clothing
began. The allure and passion of what she views as
a creative art form drew her to start collecting.
“I look at vintage clothing and the designs are
unique. They speak of history and an era,” Sandy
said. “When I wear them, that just evokes this
whole persona of a different time and place. There’s
a beauty in it.”
Sandy has a vast collection of dresswear aprons,
undergarments, hats, gloves, jewelry and other accessories. Not everything has been purchased.
Her favorite items to collect are dressing gowns
as the satiny pieces speak to the bygone eras of
glamour and elegance. From her collection, Sandy
often costumes herself on stage and wears them to
special events.
“I have people who give me things…because
they’re family heirlooms or pieces they have for
some reason and they don’t want to just give them
away to a thrift shop,” Sandy said. “They want it…
to go to a home where it will be appreciated…I’m
kind of a collector and a protector of vintage clothing at this point.”
Continued on Page 4
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http://educateMC.net/kindergarten

&RPSOHWHDOOIRUPVLQ3RZHU6FKRROXQGHU»)RUPV¼
DQG»(QUROOPHQW¼WRHQUROO
To complete all forms, you’ll need PDFs or JPGs of:
ͦ<RXUFKLOG¶VRFLDOELUWKFHUWL¿FDWH
ͦParent/guardian’s driver’s license or state photo ID
ͦ3URRIRIUHVLGHQF\ DXWLOLW\ELOOSURSHUW\WD[ELOOOHDVH
DJUHHPHQWSXEOLFDVVLVWDQFHGRFXPHQWDWLRQHWF
ͦA record of your child’s immunizations and proof of lead
VFUHHQLQJ%\$XJXVWWK\RXUFKLOGPXVWEHXSWRGDWH
<RX¶OODOVREHDVNHGIRUHPHUJHQF\FRQWDFWLQIRIRU\RXUFKLOG

NEED HELP? $OO0&$6HOHPHQWDU\VFKRROVZLOOEHRSHQ
Tuesday, March 1 from 12-6pm
IRUWKRVHZKRQHHGWRGURSRGRFXPHQWV
Coolspring Elementary – (219) 873-2073
Edgewood Elementary – (219) 873-2079
Joy Elementary – (219) 873-2090
Knapp Elementary – (219) 873-2096
Lake Hills Elementary – (219) 873-2105
Marsh Elementary – (219) 873-2102
Pine Elementary – (219) 873-2114
6SULQJ¿HOG(OHPHQWDU\±  

Visit our website
for info on Pre-K
programs based
at Pine and
6SULQJ¿HOG

Not sure which school serves your neighborhood?
Call (219) 873-2127

Interested in a K-6 Magnet School?
Info and applications for Lake Hills (STEM) and
Pine (Visual & Performing Arts) now online
at http://educateMC.net/magnets
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Then one day, the urge to write became a burning
desire. She retired in 2016 from the Unity Foundation and, finally, her writing took center stage.
The oldest pieces in her collection are an 1880s
Sandy worked on improving her writing by taking
skirt, an 1890s jacket and blouse. These treasures
online classes, webinars, seminars and workshops.
came from a local theater purging its costumes.
“I was adding to the book and changing it…OrigiHer most “expensive” piece – a 1920s long, red,
nally, it wasn’t a mystery. I made it a mystery...I
silky, chiffon tube dress, with 8 inches of hanging
added a side plot that’s social justice oriented on
fringe layers and a matching bolero jacket — was
homelessness… that was one of our (Unity Foundafound in a pile of unhung clothes at the former Michtion) key issues. One of my characters is homeless,
igan City Salvation Army store. In today’s market,
and it all ties together,” Sandy said. “These things
the $50 she paid would be considered a steal, as vinall came in years later. It’s like the book continued
tage pieces now sell in the hundreds.
to evolve and really get stronger and better as I
One particular piece she owns has a distinctive,
learned more.”
timeless pattern. She saw German supermodel-TV
While continuing to tweak Divine Vintage, Sandy
personality Heidi Klum wear a piece with the exact
was
writing other books.
pattern.
Then,
toward the end of 2019, she entered Divine
“It’s just so unique,” she said. “That’s why I colVintage
into
Pitch Wars, an online contest where you
lect. I just find such unique beauty in it.”
pitch
the
premise
of your book to agents or publish❑
ers.
She immediately received three
The years flew by.
publisher
offers.
At work, she moved into an ediBelonging
to the International
tor’s position, but missed the writWomen’s
Fiction
Writers Associaing aspect, so she switched careers
tion,
she
turned
to
fellow members
into nonprofit management.
before
deciding.
In 2001, she became the director
“Some of them were with…Wild
of Healthy Communities of LaPorte
Rose
Press. I thought, I respect
County, bringing her to LaPorte.
these
ladies;
I trust them and their
Eleven years later, she became vice
work
through
them,” Sandy said.
president of Unity Foundation of
“So,
I
sent
it
to
them and I ended
LaPorte County. She immersed
up
landing
yet
another contract
herself in the area’s theater comoffer.
I
decided
to
give this book a
munity, her church, the trio Blue
home.”
Sky Music, LaPorte Service League
In the end she decided to go with
and Arts in the Park, along with
The Wild Rose Press, a small tradigiving countless volunteer hours to
tional company.
other organizations.
In today’s landscape of limited
In 2010, she awakened from a
resources, self-promoting is a key
dream with a renewed sense of
component. As a debut author,
commitment to writing.
Sandy spends a good portion of her
“It was kind of hazy, but it was
day promoting and branding Disomething that had vintage clothvine Vintage. Fortunately, she uning related and for some reason
derstands what it takes to build a
I sat down at the computer and
brand, having spent years doing it
started to write,” she said. “I wrote
for others. Still, the magnitude of
three linked novellas with vintage
Sandy Young with Ted Taylor as part of
work incurred in having her own
clothing themes. It was over severBlue Sky Music.
website, building and maintaining
al days… but I had so much enjoyher presence on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter,
ment. After work and on the weekends, I was writmaking personal contacts leaves her little free time
ing because I was loving doing this.”
these days.
Sandy intermittently wrote for pleasure. She fid“I had to really grow a social media presence…I
dled with the novellas, putting them together, then
know there’s going to be some wonderful local suptaking them apart.
port, but to really get a book out there, you have to
Sandy attended a “salon” in Chesterton given by
have a broader audience,” Sandy said.
Lanigan. The author had pre-read parts of each noHandling all of her own marketing does have a
vella and suggested she write one into a book.
great perk: the opportunity to seek and join online
“I worked on it, flushed it and worked on getting
debut groups for other authors rolling out their first
an agent. I had some bites,” Sandy said. “In the
book in 2022. As she sits in her studio in LaPorte
meantime, I keep doing theater, change jobs, have a
County, she is building worldwide connections.
lot going on. I never really forgot it.”

Finding Her Niche
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“We’ve got this bond, we support each other, we
commune online and you become friends,” Sandy
said. “I reached out to a dozen debut authors, we
have our own online email chat group…constantly
sharing resources with each other and supporting
each other.
For authors, the competition is fierce as there are

Page 5
so many new and established releases, along with
a variety of avenues giving readers a wide range of
choices.
“Your hope is that you’ll find your niche,” Sandy
said. “That there’ll be an audience of people that
your book appeals to that they read and love it, that
it moves them, that they remember it. I think that’s
all you can hope for as an author is (that) the readers are pleased.”

Upcoming Book Signing

Surrounded by vintage clothing she’s collected, Sandy Young holds a
copy of her book, Divine Vintage.

A vintage-themed book reading/signing is
from 4-6 p.m. Tuesday, April 5, at Sweet P’s
Fashions (formerly You-nique Bou-tique), 800
Michigan Ave., LaPorte.
RSVP by calling (312) 965-7488. Limited
seating is available, with books available for
purchase and signing. At 5 p.m., Sandy will
give highlights of her publishing journey, then
read a few pages from Divine Vintage. Light refreshments will be served. Face masks are recommended. Attendees are encouraged to wear
a vintage item from their favorite era.
Additional information is available at:
• Website: sandrayoungauthor.com
• Twitter: @1DivineVintage
• Instagram: @SLYoungauthor
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Polish Heritage Essay Competition
The Polish Heritage Association of Michigan City
is accepting applications for its 2022 Essay Competition.
The contest is open to any high school or college
student legally residing in Northwest Indiana (Lake
Porter, LaPorte, Starke and St. Joseph counties).
Applicants are eligible for awards of $1,000 (first
place), $500 (second place) or $250 (third place), and
not required to be of Polish ancestry.
Students may choose from one of three topics:
• Which Polish American has contributed most to

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP! • NON-SMOKING ENVIRONMENT
NOW SERVING LIQUOR & CRAFT COCKTAILS
SAME TRADITIONAL
BURGERS & REUBENS
NEW MODERN PUB FARE ITEMS
NOW FAMILY FRIENDLY UNTIL
8:30PM

SIXTEEN DRAFT BEERS
EXTENSIVE CRAFT,
GERMAN IMPORT &
DOMESTIC BEER SELECTION
DRAFT, BOTTLES & CANS

124 W. 4th St. • (219) 879-9956 • www.ritzklub.com

U.S. history and why?
• Which native of Poland has contributed most to
science, mathematics or medicine and why?
• What was the First Partition of Poland (1772),
and how did it impact Polish history?
❑
Applications and essays are due no later than
Aug. 1 to Professor Janusz Duzinkiewicz at
jduzinkiewicz@pnw.edu.
Email him for complete essay contest information
and an entry form.

DINING GUIDE
Interested in advertising
in the Dining Guide?
Call us today at
(219) 879-0088

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

,//+ &/2
LIVE MUSIC  %6%.43
THIS 7).4%2!
Wed.-Thurs. open 3pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am.
@bartlettsfishcamp

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm

!3+ !"/54 /52 ",//$9 -!29 -)8  3/503 4/ '/
FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City
872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS
When You Spend $50 or More

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City
(219) 874-5718

Closed Sundays

TUESDAY
SHAVED PRIME RIB
WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET
THURSDAY
COMFORT FOOD
ALL DAY
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52214 MAIN DRIVE

3901 LAKE SHORE DRIVE

Grand Beach, Michigan
6 BEDROOMS/6.5 BATHS
$2,150,000

Michiana, Michigan
3 LOTS/120 FT OF LAKE FRONT VIEWS
$1,225,000

ROOM FOR ADDITION AND/OR POOL

1405 INDIANA AVENUE

321 EL PORTAL DRIVE

8201 JUNIPER STREET

FAIRWAY DRIVE

LaPorte, Indiana
4 BEDROOMS/3.5 BATHS
$425,000

Gary, Indiana
3 HILLTOP LOTS/LAKE MICHIGAN VIEWS
LOTS STARTING AT $200,000

Michiana Shores, Indiana
1 BEDROOM/1 BATH
$319,000

Long Beach, Indiana
100 X 138 LOT ON GOLF COURSE/LAKE VIEWS
$195,900

/LQH0XOOLQV*URXSFRP

OLQHPXOOLQV#FEH[FKDQJHFRP
1:KLWWDNHU6WUHHW
1HZ%XIIDOR0,
Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

THE

Page 8

February 24, 2022

Rotary Club Alinsky Award
Three Oaks, MI

SALE
70%

3.1.22

SALE ENDS

CHECK OUR LAST-DAYS-OF-WINTER

SELECT CLOTHING FOR HIM & HER

OFF ORIGINAL PRICE. YEAH!

Open:
Thu, Fri, Sat, Sun + Mo
NOON - 5PM
8 THREE
MAPLE OAKS,
STREET
THREE OAKS,MI
MI
THREE OAKS, MI
269.340.0346
GOODSANDHEROES.COM

H

OPEN
OPENEVERY
EVERYDAY
DAY

goodsandheroes



 2 ) )

The Rotary Club of Michigan City is accepting
nominations for the 2021 Paul J. Alinsky Award.
The award honors the late Alinsky, who was a
past Rotary Club president, past Michigan City
Chamber of Commerce board chairman and Sentinel Alarm Co. founder. It goes to someone from the
community who exhibits dedication to community
service, as well as excellence, passion and innovation in their vocation or career.
A nomination form is available at www.mcrotary.
org and must be returned to Alinsky Award
Committee Chairman Marty Corley at mcorley@
emichigancity.com, or sent by mail to Michigan City
Police Department, ATTN: Marty Corley, 1201 E.
Michigan Blvd., Michigan City, IN 46360.
Past recipients include Les Radke, Bud Ruby, Duane
Mertl, Ron Bensz, Jerry Karstens, Emerson Spartz,
Glen Lubeznik, James Welborne, Kathleen Lang,
Bernie Scott, Jan Radford, Tom Ringo, Jim Dworkin,
Dr. Lisa Hendricks, Corley, Don Babcock, Al Whitlow,
Dion Campbell, Cyndi Davis, Dr. Barbara Eason-Watkins and Rotary Service Volunteers. In 2016, in honor
of the club’s 100th anniversary, the award recognized
every Rotary Club member over the past century. A
memorial inscribed with the names of past recipients
is on display at City Hall, 100 E. Michigan Blvd.
The nomination deadline is at 4 p.m. Friday,
March 11. The selection committee will include Rotarians and community leaders. This year’s recipient will be announced March 15 and presented during a Rotary Club meeting at noon Thursday, March
31, at The Salvation Army, 1201 Franklin St.
The recipient receives a replica of the Paul Alinsky memorial. In addition, the club will make a donation to a charity of the recipient’s choice. More
information is available by visiting www.mcrotary.
org or by following the club on Facebook.

219-878-1720

*15% OFF*
 


 

15% OFF *
BAG SALE

Bring this coupon to the check-out at Duneland
Home & Pro Hardware and RECEIVE YOUR BAG!*
SALE STARTS JANUARY 25,2022 AND ENDS
FEBRUARY 8, 2022.
*Discount applies to our regular and sale prices on all
in-stock products. All merchandise must fit inside the
bag, all at one time to qualify for the 15% discount.
Limited to one bag per guest(or household) per
purchase, per visit.

Maple Syrup Time Demonstration
The annual Maple Syrup Time Demonstration returns to Friendship Botanic Gardens from 11 a.m.-3
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 27.
Visitors can walk through old-growth woodland
trails before stopping by the maple sugaring station
to learn how early inhabitants of North America
produced maple syrup. Longtime garden volunteer
Jude Rakowski will demonstrate the processes of
harvesting and boiling Red Maple sap, making a
foodstuff crucial to the survival of early settlers.
Rakowski gathers and chops wood the entire year
to fuel fires used to boil the maple sap.
The event is weather dependent, so check social
media the day of to confirm it is still planned.
Friendship Botanic Gardens is located at 2055 E.
U.S. 12. Email events@friendshipbotanicgardens.
org or visit the Facebook page for more details.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR TOP PRODUCING TEAM OF 2021!

THE HUBER GALLOWAY TEAM
DAREN HUBER & ZANE GALLOWAY

Serving Indiana and Michigan
www.daprileproperties.com

Visit Our Michigan City Office:
726 Franklin St. Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 221-4047

Information above is based
on sales volume and units

ˌˢ˨˥ ʿˢ˖˔˟
ˀˢ˥˧˚˔˚˘ ʿ˘ˡ˗˘˥
ʥʨʞ ˌ˘˔˥˦ ˢ˙ ˀˢ˥˧˚˔˚˘ ˔ˡ˗
˅˘˔˟ ʸ˦˧˔˧˘ ʸ˫ˣ˘˥˜˘ˡ˖˘
ʹ˜ˡ˔ˡ˖˜ˡ˚ ˙ˢ˥ ˧˛˘ ˃˨˥˖˛˔˦˘
ˢ˙ ˃˥˜ˠ˔˥ˬ ˔ˡ˗ ˆ˘˖ˢˡ˗˔˥ˬ
ʻˢˠ˘˦ ˔ˡ˗ ˅˘˙˜ˡ˔ˡ˖˘˦
ˆ˘˔ˠ˟˘˦˦ ˔ˡ˗ ˆˠˢˢ˧˛
ʶ˟ˢ˦˜ˡ˚˦

ʵ˥˔˗˟˘ˬ ˀ˔˥˧˜ˡ
ʿˢ˔ˡ ʶˢˡ˦˨˟˧˔ˡ˧ ˯ ˁˀʿˆ ʖʤʬʥʫʩʤ
ʛʦʤʥʜ ʧʧʩʠʫʬʧʧ
˕ˠ˔˥˧˜ˡʳ˟ˢ˔ˡ˗˘ˣˢ˧ʡ˖ˢˠ
˪˪˪ʡ˟ˢ˔ˡ˗˘ˣˢ˧ʡ˖ˢˠʢ˕ˠ˔˥˧˜ˡ
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Indiana Dunes National Park
• Winter Fun — Snowshoeing from 9 a.m.-3:30
p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 26-27, at Paul H.
Douglas Center for Environmental Education.
If there’s at least 3 inches of snow, visitors can
borrow snowshoes to explore Miller Woods. Guests
also can help feed the center’s resident turtles and
fish, and explore the center’s exhibits.
• Snowshoe Hikes in Miller Woods from
1:30-3:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26.
Try snowshoeing on the ranger-led hike through
Miller Woods. A limited number of snowshoes are
available to borrow, or take a pair. A hike is offered
if there isn’t enough snow. Call (219) 395-1824 for
weather conditions.
❑
Indiana Dunes National Park and Indiana Dunes
Tourism have partnered to offer Drop-In Volunteering, a no-hassle option for those looking to help.
Opportunities are available nearly every day and
include stewardship, restoration and park cleanup.
From 9 a.m.-noon the third Saturday of each
month, meet at the Park Connection Office next to
the Bailly/Chellberg parking lot. Projects vary by
season, but can include working on invasive species,
land and building restoration, or preparing for special events. Visit www.indianadunes.com/volunteer
for this month’s details.
From 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily, stop by Indiana Dunes
Visitor Center or the Paul H. Douglas Center for
Environmental Education for the “Trash Trekkers”
program. Grab a bag at either center and help keep
beaches and trails clean.
No formal commitment is necessary; simply drop
in at any location. Dress appropriately for the work:
wear comfortable outdoor clothing and depending
on the season, take sunscreen, bug spray and water.
The national park will provide gear and training to
anyone interested. Call the Park Connection office
at (219) 221-7098 or visit www.indianadunes.com/
volunteer for additional details.
❑
The National Park Service has approved an Indi-

P: (219) 871-9639
E: rsjackson5@yahoo.com
5061 E 81st Ave. Merrillville, IN 46410

ana Dunes National Park entrance fee that begins
March 31.
The new revenue will help fund the Marquette
Greenway Bike Trail, visitor services, parking and
transportation improvements for a park that has
seen attendance increase from 1.7 million visitors
to more than 3 million since its 2019 name change.
The fee only affects the national park, not Indiana Dunes State Park. Costs vary depending on the
method used to enter:
• The per person/walk-in/bike-in/boat-in rate is
$15 (up to a maximum of $25 per family).
• Motorcycle pass is $20.
• One- to Seven-Day Vehicle Pass is $25.
• Annual Pass is $45.
• Commercial Fee for a Motor Coach (Bus): up to
$100.
Holders of the following federal land passes will
not pay an entrance fee: Annual Pass, Senior Pass,
Veterans, Military and Gold Star Family Pass,
Fourth Grade Pass, Access Pass (for permanent disability) and Volunteer Pass.
The Entrance Pass (1-7 days) and Annual Pass
will be available at: Indiana Dunes Visitor Center,
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Education, seasonally at West Beach Entrance Station
or online at www.recreation.gov. The Annual Pass
will be available March 1 and the Entrance Pass
on the first day fees are collected: March 31. There
are plans to have local vendors such as gas stations,
or other retailers near the park sell passes. More
information will be available when vendors are confirmed. Call (219) 395-1882 or visit www/nps.gov/
indu for more detail.
The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219)
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following programs will be offered:
• Scatology 101 at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 26.
Meet at the Nature Center where a game offers,
according to a press release, “the scoop on poop.”
• Snakes Alive at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26.
Meet at the Nature Center to see snakes and
learn more about them.
• Winter Animal Search Party at 10 a.m.
Sunday. Feb. 27.
Meet a naturalist at the nature center for an easy
walk searching for animal signs and activity in the
forest and marsh. If conditions allow, free snowshoes
will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Chesterton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs or
for more information.
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We’ve Moved!
Visit us at 1 N. Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, Michigan
269.469.8300
BHHSChicago.com/HarborCountry

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Chicago
©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Community Art Exhibits to Celebrate Visual Arts in SW Michigan Schools
The elementary exhibit feaThe Elementary Art Exhibition
tures awards in the following
and Middle & High School Comcategories: 2-D and 3-D (first
munity Student Art Exhibitions,
and second place), a collaborawhich celebrate work from Berrien,
tive award (a pizza party goes to
Cass and Van Buren counties, rethe winning class) and the Jan
turns to Box Factory for the Arts on
Stevens Family Memory Award
March 5-April 24.
($75 cash award in 2-D, 3-D and
The exhibits allow students to
Video).
display their work in a professional
The middle and high school
venue and have it viewed by comexhibit features awards in first,
munity members and visitors. They
second and third place in 2-D,
are presented by Krasl Art Center
3-D and video. Sponsor awards
in partnership with the Berrien Reinclude the Sarah E. Cayo
gional Education Services Agency
Award ($500 cash award), Box
and the Box Factory. The works
Factory for the Arts Emerging
also will be featured in the curated
Artist Award ($500 cash award)
online gallery beginning March 5.
and Berrien RESA Scholarship
The elementary exhibit runs
Awards ($50 art scholarships
March 5-26, with the virtual award
for one student per school). All
ceremony available March 12. The
The 2021 2-D first place winner:
2-D award-winning works are
middle and high school exhibit runs
Allison Mroczek’s “Walking Into the Light.”
professionally framed.
April 9-24, with the virtual award
New this year, all participatceremony available April 16. Open
ing educators can exhibit work with their students
hours are noon-4 p.m. EST Thursday-Sunday.
in the first Community Teacher Art Exhibition.
Virtual ceremonies will be posted on KAC’s YouBox Factory For the Arts is located at 1101 Broad
Tube Page at tinyurl.com/2p8usjhj, KAC’s Facebook
St., St. Joseph, Mich.
Page and at www.Krasl.org.
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ACCEPTING

NEW PATIENTS

WELCOME

OUR NEW PHYSICIAN
KHALID
NAJIB, MD
Interventional Cardiology
• Percutaneous Coronary
Interventions
• Peripheral Vascular Interventions
• Coronary Artery Disease
• Peripheral Vascular Disease
• Clinical Cardiology

IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

(219) 878-8200
HEART CENTER MICHIGAN CITY • 3500 Franciscan Way • 4th Floor • Michigan City
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Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country
Since 1986

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA
of Long Beach

CARRY-OUT OR
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE
valuable coupon

36 Years of

219-874-4268

i

a

Name & Address

____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number:

____________________

NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS
Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA
www.littlegiantpizza.com
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

Old Fashioned Quality & Service
with a Satisfaction Guarantee
All Service Techs Background Checked
and Drug Tested
Financing Options • Emergency Service Available

Call for Comfort

219-874-2454

www.michianamechanical.com

It’s why I’m here.
Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-4256
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

1706811

Your home and car are more than just
things. They’re where you make your
memories – and they deserve the right
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Michigan City Art League
Michigan City Art League has announced its
spring session that runs March 1-May 17.
The league is open to all skill levels, offering two
12-week sessions in the spring and fall. Times are
6:30-8:45 p.m. Some materials can be purchased at
class for a small fee. Upcoming classes are:
• March 1 and 8: Dori Huber will present “Acrylic
Painting Techniques.”
• March 15 and 22: Michele Pytel will demonstrate
“The Technique of Acrylic Paint Pouring.”
• March 29: Susan Ballew will present “Learn to
Paint Beyond the Picture onto the Mat.”
• April 5 and 12: Wendy Kerman will present “Create a Painting with Vibrant Color and Texture
Using Watercolor, Pastel and Color Pencil.”
• April 19 and 26: Ginny Scott will present “3-D
Painting Using Shredded Paper and Canvas.”
• May 3 and 10: Suzie Rosso will present “A Slide
Presentation of Monet’s Gardens, and How to
Paint Miniatures of Monet.”
May 17 is the last class, and students will display
their efforts during the past semester.
Yearly dues are $25, and each 12-week session
costs $35. No previous experience is needed, and the
classes are designed to teach art in a relaxed, supportive atmosphere. Programs are held in a lowerlevel classroom at Queen of All Saints School. It is
accessible through Door “F” near the parking lot at
Woodland and Barker avenues.
Call Kadie O’Connor at (219) 214-2349, Sam
Stroud at (219) 851-4651 or Betty Thomas at (219)
879-0903 or (219) 877-9343 for more information, or
email mcartleague1932@gmail.com

Cabin Fever Ham Fest
Cabin Fever Ham Fest, sponsored by LaPorte
County Amateur Radio Club, returns from 7 a.m.1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26, at LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St.
General admission is $7. Talk-In is at 146.610
(131.8). Free parking is available, along with food
concessions. Door prizes are planned, while VE testing is at 9 a.m.
Visit http://lpcarc.org/hamfest or call (219) 8512133 for more details.
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Soderbergh is Back in Top Form
With Eerie, Thrilling “KIMI”
by Andrew Tallackson

Zoë Kravitz plays a housebound woman convinced she’s stumbled upon a murder in “KIMI.”

Every now and then, Steven Soderbergh sneaks
out of nowhere to crack one out of the ballpark.
Take “KIMI,” his latest. It arrives with no advance
buzz, but it’s darn near perfect.
Streaming on HBO Max, the film couldn’t be
more now. It taps into “Rear Window” and “The
Conversation” with a story that feeds off our anxieties about COVID-19 and technology’s ability to invade our privacy. The result is an eerie adrenaline
rush of storytelling.
The title refers to an electronic device not unlike
Amazon Alexa called KIMI. The difference, as its
makers like to tout, is that its human staff analyzes
all interactions 24/7, resolving any errors or discrepancies.
One such employee is Angela Childs, and she’s
played by Zoë Kravitz (HBO’s “Big Little Lies,” next
month’s “The Batman”) in her best performance.
Angela, you see, is a mess. We don’t know why at
first, but she’s agoraphobic. Confined to her Seattle
loft. COVID-19 hasn’t helped, only amplified her
compulsions. Her fears.
Kravitz creates a woman trapped by routine. The
way she dries her hands after using hand sanitizer
is a perfect illustration: waving her hands back and
forth with nervous anticipation.
Soderbergh stages Angela’s world like a sensory
experience. Playing with sound: the muted effect of

★★★★
“KIMI”

Running time: 89 minutes. HBO Max. Rated R
for violence, language and brief sexuality/nudity
headphones to drown out peripheral noise. Glancing out her window, much like Jimmy Stewart in
Hitchcock’s classic, the sight of people wearing face
masks is an unforgiving reminder to stay inside.
We see what Angela sees, hear what she hears. So
when she analyzes a voice stream from a particular
KIMI interaction — shades of “The Conversation”
here — she believes she hears a woman’s scream.
Using all the technology at her fingertips, she filters out excess noise to extract words exchanged between a man and a woman. The conversation all but
suggests murder.
The writer of “KIMI” is a guy who knows his way
around a Hollywood blockbuster: David Koepp.
In addition to four Spielberg pictures — “Jurassic
Park,” “The Lost World: Jurassic Park,” “War of
the Worlds” and “Indiana Jones and the Kingdom
of the Crystal Skull,” he’s lent his talents to the
first “Mission: Impossible,” “Panic Room” and Tobey
Maguire’s debut as “Spider-Man.” What he excels
at is repackaging vintage thriller concepts in contemporary settings. What we have in “KIMI” is clas-
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sic Hitchcock: a housebound
woman with knowledge of a
crime. Setting the film during COVID-19 is a stroke of
genius because it heightens
Angela’s crippling fears of
stepping outside. That she
works for a company whose
chief product resembles an
Amazon Alexa preys on our
collective suspicion, and in
some cases paranoia, that
Big Brother is always watching. Spying on us. Collecting
data on our wants and needs.
Koepp certainly has done his
homework. How the movie
conveys the ease and speed
with which this information
can be obtained looks and
feels startlingly authentic.
From Day 1, with his When Angela summons the courage to leave her apartment, “KIMI” becomes a relentless race to the finish.
breakthrough indie hit “Sex,
Lies, & Videotape” (1989), Soderbergh defined himcat. Somehow, Soderbergh and Koepp weave in a
self as someone who likes to experiment, to push
#metoo message where violence directed at women
boundaries with sound, editing or non-linear storyis reclaimed and redirected at men.
telling. Even when he goes mainstream, with “TrafI can’t find fault with “KIMI.” I loved it.
fic,” “Erin Brockovich” or “Ocean’s Eleven,” his efContact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com
forts never feel like Hollywood endeavors. They look
like someone trying to get outside the box.
When Angela summons the courage to slip out
of her apartment, to reach people who can uncover
the truth, all of Soderbergh’s talents are on display.
He creates the sensation of the agoraphobia nearly
choking the life out of Angela. Add to the mix everyone wearing masks because of COVID-19, a chilling
cameo by Rita Wilson and a foot chase with people
hot on Angela’s trail...and “KIMI” becomes an exhaustive, feverish race to the finish. I can’t recall
the last time a thriller has been this relentless,
where you’re emotionally wiped out. Out of breath.
As much as the story questions the ethics of technology, “KIMI” also praises its benefits during a
crowdpleasing finish where the mouse becomes the
Since 1950

Kevin Murphy Products

Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

WHEN’S THE BEST TIME FOR
A ROOM MAKEOVER? NOW!!
From Flooring (wood, carpet, luxury vinyl plank)
Custom Drapery, Blinds & Shades, Wallpaper
and Upholstery, We’ve Got You Covered!
In-Home Estimates • Open by Appointment Only

Don & Cheryl Young
Proprietors

(219) 872-7236

1102 Franklin Street
Michigan City,IN 46360

www.mcinteriorsin.com
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Oscar Watch: “Flee”
by Andrew Tallackson

“Flee” is like no other movie. A documentary told
not speak of them, to anyone, for fear of being reclargely through animation because it may be the
ognized and sent back to Afghanistan...and almost
only way the subject’s story can be told.
certain death.
And on his terms.
Along the way in “Flee,” we are invited into
That explains why the film, now streaming on
Amin’s past, specifically an early acceptance that
Hulu, is up for simultaneous Academy Award nomihe wasn’t like other youth. That being a homosexnations as Best International Feature Film, Best
ual in Afghanistan not only wasn’t accepted, but in
Documentary and Best Animated Film.
some cases punishable by death.
An Oscar first.
Had Rasmussen treated his subject like a typical
Does it warrant the hype? Yes. This is an immidocumentary, planting his camera before him and
grant saga, a global history lesson and an LGBT
allowing him to speak, the result would have been
story all wrapped into one genre-bending format.
the cinematic equivalent of a death sentence. AniAt the center of “Flee” is
mation, indeed, is the
Amin Nawabi. On the eve
only way to afford Amin
of marrying his husband in
a comfortable medium
Denmark, he opens up to
to tell his story, to be
a friend, filmmaker Jonas
open and honest after
Poher Rasmussen, about
years of living in secret.
his secret past. All Jonas
Rasmussen takes variknows is that Amin, now
ous approaches, from
in his mid-30s, is a refugee
the bright, colorful Japfrom Afghanistan, and that
anese anime style to a
every member of his family
darker, more brooding
is dead.
use of charcoal sketch“Flee” uses animation to tell a most difficult and emotional story.
Not exactly.
es. When Rasmussen
When you hear Amin’s
places Amin’s journey
story, you wonder how he
in historical context, ac1/2
maintains any sense of hutual news and archival
mor and hope. That the exfootage is used.
Running time: 89 minutes. Hulu. Rated PG-13 for
perience of leaving his home
The animation carethematic content, disturbing images and strong language
country, and the perilous
fully, and artfully, conjourney that ensued, did not
veys month-long pericrush him. Amin, in fact, is not his real name. That
ods where Amin either sat in wait, hoping for the
he is disguised through animation may be the first
best, or experiencing crushing disappointment.
time the art form protects a human being from beRasmussen is delicate in coaxing information out
ing discovered and, more than likely, captured and
of Amin when he clearly does not want to talk. We
put to death.
are moved as well by a family member’s gentle acAmin grew up in Afghanistan with a loving, avceptance of Amin’s sexuality.
erage-sized family until his father was abducted by
As “Flee” arrives at its conclusion, we expect it
the government and never heard from again. Fearto consume us. It does not, and I could not figure
ing the same, Amin’s family flees, leaving behind all
out why. It may be the format for telling this story
their possessions. After the fall of the Soviet Union,
is so unusual, we get caught up in the format itself
they arrive there hoping the next stop will be Sweover the actual content. This is a film whose artistic
den to live with Amin’s older brother.
approach is such a conscious choice to safeguard its
At the film’s close, we learn Amin’s family ended
source, there were times when I found myself lost
up being scattered across Europe. Worse, he could
in the brightness of the colors, the sadness of the
charcoal sketches...and not what Amin is saying.
It may take a bold filmmaker like Paul Greengrass (“United 93,” “Jason Bourne”), who can make
A-list Hollywood pictures feel like documentaries,
to tell Amin’s story as a companion piece to “Flee.”
Draw us into his world, staging his journey in bleak
lows and triumphant highs so we’re emotionally
drained by the end. Then, seen together, the two
films achieve the wakeup call the world needs.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

★★★
“Flee”
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And the Nominees Are...
PICTURE
T“Belfast”
T“CODA”
T“Don’t Look Up”
T“Drive My Car”
T“Dune”
T“King Richard”
T“Licorice Pizza”
T“Nightmare Alley”
T“The Power of the Dog”
T“West Side Story”
DIRECTOR
T Paul T. Anderson,
“Licorice Pizza”
T Kenneth Branagh,
“Belfast”
T Jane Campion,
“The Power of the Dog”
T Ryûsuke Hamaguchi,
“Drive My Car”
T Steven Spielberg,
“West Side Story”

New Contest
Sponsor

Swingbellys!

ACTRESS
T Jessica Chastain,
“The Eyes of Tammy Faye”
T Olivia Colman, “The Lost Daughter”
T Penélope Cruz, “Parallel Mothers”
T Nicole Kidman, “Being the Ricardos”
T Kristen Stewart, “Spencer”
SUPPORTING ACTRESS
TJessie Buckley, “The Lost Daughter”
TAriana DeBose, “West Side Story”
TJudi Dench, “Belfast”
TKirsten Dunst, “The Power of the Dog”
TAunjanue Ellis, “King Richard”
ACTOR
T Javier Bardem, “Being the Ricardos”
T Benedict Cumberbatch,
“The Power of the Dog”
T Andrew Garfield, “Tick, Tick … Boom!”
T Will Smith, “King Richard”
T Denzel Washington,
“The Tragedy of Macbeth”
SUPPORTING ACTOR
T Ciarán Hinds, “Belfast”
T Troy Kotsur, “CODA”
T Jesse Plemons,
“The Power of the Dog”
T J.K. Simmons, “Being the Ricardos”
T Kodi Smit-McPhee,
“The Power of the Dog”

Rules for The Beacher’s Beat the Editor Contest:
Check one box in each category. Only one entry per person. Entries from
Beacher employees will not be accepted. Forms can be dropped off at The
Beacher or submitted by mail to: The Beacher, Attn: Oscar Contest, 911
Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360. Only scanned copies will be allowed
by email to drew@thebeacher.com. The deadline is noon Friday, March
18. Editor Andrew Tallackson’s picks will appear in the March 24 edition,
before the March 27 telecast. Those who beat his picks will be placed into a
drawing. First place receives a $25 Swingbelly’s gift certificate and an AMC
movie pass. Second place receives an AMC movie pass. If no one beats him,
readers with the most correct picks will be placed into the drawing. The
winner will be revealed in the April 7 edition.

Name:
City/Town:
Phone Number:
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Rom-Com Cheese is Alive and Well in “Marry Me”
by Andrew Tallackson

Pop superstar Kat Valdez (Jennifer Lopez) ropes divorced math teacher Charlie Gilbert (Owen Wilson) into marrying her on stage in “Marry Me.”

You can’t accuse “Marry Me” of being clichéd
when it behaves as if the clichés never existed in
the first place.
We haven’t seen rom-com cheese like this in some
time. The kind where, when others ask about it, you
reply with, “Well, the story is lame and predictable,
but the leads have good chemistry.” That’s “Marry
Me” in a nutshell. It cobbles together all the generic
elements of romantic-comedies from the ’80s and
’90s and reassembles them into a totally ludicrous
package. But it’s so earnest, you kinda buy into it,
that someone as glamorous as Jennifer Lopez would
fall in love with an average Joe like Owen Wilson.
The movie, in theaters and streaming on Peacock,
exists in one of those fairy tale worlds where every
day arrives with an Indian Summer sheen. Where
New York is unusually tidy, not the public toilet that
greets visitors. Where rabid product placements
and celebrity cameos aren’t shameless, but hip. And
where a pop star somehow pulls off the most insane
stunt that would never fly in the real world.
That would be Kat Valdez (Lopez), veteran of several failed marriages who believes she’s found “the
one” in fellow Latin pop star Bastian (Maluma).
They’ve recorded a hit song called “Marry Me,” and

★ ★ 1/2
“Marry Me”

Running time: 112 minutes. In theaters, Peacock.
Rated PG-13 for some language and suggestive material.
they intend to perform it live on stage right before
they get married on stage, the ceremony streamed
for untold millions.
Before that, Kat performs a wacko, head-scratching musical number called “Church” that recalls
Madonna in her “Vogue” days, complete with scantily clad backup dancers decked out as nuns and
priests. Back in the day, everyone would have been
up in arms, denouncing it as wildly sacrilegious.
These days, it’s so blandly forgettable, the performance is simply pop nonsense.
And when Kat shifts into glittery wedding attire,
standing on a platform that will lift her up to Bastian, social media unleashes footage of him making
out with Kat’s assistant. Stunned, she shambles out
to the front of the stage, babbles about life in general,
then proposes to divorced math teacher Charlie Gilbert (Wilson). He happens to be in the audience holding a “Marry Me” sign crafted by friend and colleague
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Parker Debbs. She’s played
by bristly comic Sarah Silverman, reduced to one
of the most tired rom-com
tropes: the gay best friend.
In the real world, Kat’s
team would launch into
damage control, dismissing
the proposal as one made
under duress. But again,
this is a rom-com fairy tale,
so Kat’s boss, Collin Calloway (“Game of Thrones”
veteran John Bradley), decides to go along with it,
staging moments of the two
together for news shows
and social media.
“Marry Me” is based on
a graphic novel by Bobby
Once “Marry Me” relaxes and lets its stars do their thing, it’s relatively charming.
Crosby, apparently requiring three people — John Rogers, Tami Sagher and
You can see the final thorn in their relationship
Harper Dill — to craft a screenplay. During the first
arrive at least 10 minutes before it does, and the big
45 minutes, you can feel the wheels grinding away,
finish is “When Harry Met Sally...” all over again.
manufacturing ways to get its two leads together.
Is “Marry Me” worth a look? Well, let’s put it this
And John Debney’s icky score lays on the syrupy
way. A week from now, I won’t remember it. But
strings each time a “special moment” arrives.
while the wheels are in motion...sure.
Once it stops trying so hard, once it finally lets
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com
its stars elicit star power, “Marry Me” eases into a
charming groove. Lopez, apparently continuing her
pact with the devil to defy human aging, is bursting with energy and good cheer. Wilson, doing his
golly gee, Jimmy Stewart on weed shtick, is lowkey enough to ground Lopez’s Kat back into a truer
version of herself. His world, which comes with an
adorable daughter (Chloe Coleman) and equally
cute math wizards, is like comfort food for Kat. Lopez and Wilson are good together. We like seeing
them together.
3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN

Curtis
Flooring

Free Estimates
Install Hardwood, Vinyl &
Engineered Flooring
Reﬁnish Hardwood
Install Tile

(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984
www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6
STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off
Full Detail!

Must present coupon at time of service.

(269) 449-3404
curtisﬂooring@icloud.com

Local family owned business with over
25 years experience
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Career Center Students Go Back to Class in New Partnership
A.K. Smith Career Center students enrolled in
the Education Professions program are getting back
into the classroom, but in a whole new way.
Thanks to a partnership between LaPorte County Career and Technical Education and Michigan
City Area Schools, these juniors and seniors are
spending several hours each month in an elementary school classroom to get real-world experience.
“Students don’t truly know what it’s like to be a
teacher until they are in the classroom,” Education
Professions teacher Cathy Lindgren said in a press
release. “This gives them a deeper understanding of
lesson planning, the method and practice of teaching and classroom management.”
Education Professions students will spend one
day per month in an elementary classroom. Observation is the primary goal – watching a teacher in
action. Throughout the semester, students will become more actively involved in supporting teachers,
and conclude their experience by teaching a lesson.
Currently, Knapp and Edgewood elementary
schools are partners, but Lindgren said it will expand to include other schools and grade levels.
Delincia Smith, LaPorte County Career and Technical Education director, said the new partnership
is a key element of the Education Professions program, which enables high school students to earn
dual credit through Ivy Tech.
Knapp Principal Holly Martinez said the first day
of the program was a success at her school.
“The A.K. Smith students and staff were flexible, energetic and engaged in what was happening around Knapp,” she said. “I know everyone is
already looking forward to the next time we’re together in March.”
More information is available at www.EducateMC.net/CTE.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug
& Carpet Cleaning Company
Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP and DELIVERY SERVICE
• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning
(as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a
specially designed chemical process

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Bufﬁng
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN

219-325-3363

Aleigha Kellogg works with students through the new partnership.

Pictured are (from left) Britani Gomez-Ramierez, Brendan Tarter, Automotive Technology Instructor Steve Barnes and Automotive Technology
student Ashten Bulger (South Central High School).

In other A.K. Smith news, Britani Gomez-Ramierez (LaPorte High School) and Brendan Tarter
(LaCrosse High School), both Automotive Technology students, have placed fifth at the Universal
Technical Institute’s Top Tech Challenge Event.
The two competed among more than 20 teams in
hands-on challenges for electrical systems, brakes
systems and onboard diagnostics. They each received a $1,000 scholarship to Universal Technical Institute. During the visit, students also could
tour the facility and participate in other activities,
including the High-Performance Lab where they
could practice skills with a welding simulator.

Noon Time Talk Series
The Noon Time Talk Series continues at 12:20
p.m. EST Thursday, Feb. 24, at Midwest Museum of
American Art, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart.
Assistant Curator Randy Roberts will discuss
20th century Pop artist Robert Indiana, who adopted Indiana as his last name after moving to New
York from Chicago. There, he developed ideas about
painting using letter forms and numbers.
Admission is $5. Members are free. Call (574)
293-6660 for details.
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Michigan City Public Library
Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front
lobby area is open to the public.
The front doors are open. Public seating is available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 9
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday-Saturday and closed Sundays.
The following programs are scheduled:
• Needle Arts Club at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Feb.
28. Membership to the group, formerly known
as the Knit Club, is open to anyone interested in
needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, crossstitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching.
All skill levels and ages are welcome.
• March Madness Book Tournament for Kids
& Teens through March 31. Stop by Youth Services to vote for a favorite book.
• Virtual Story Time with Take-Home Craft. A
new storytime video is posted at 10 a.m. Wednesdays on the library website and YouTube channel
at www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/ Visit Youth
Services to get the craft! The program is aimed at
children through age 5. Contact the Youth Services department at (219) 873-3045 for more details.
❑
Volunteers are needed for the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program at least one day a week
during tax season (February-April). The IRS provides
some training, and helpers must pass the VITA test
through the intermediate level. Testing and training
are online. Call (219) 873-3049 for more details.
❑
Two new services are available:
• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands
of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things,
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a
current library card and PIN.
• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles
of digital magazines and newspapers in more
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Digest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.
❑
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E.
Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.
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SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

   

312 • 343
• 9143
nplhinc.com
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northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

LAWRENCE ZIMMER

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI
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In Memoriam
Stephen Craig McGue, 74, Sarasota, Fla., and
Duneland Beach, passed away Feb. 14, 2022, at
Sarasota Memorial Hospital from complications related to bladder and prostate cancer.
Known as “Big Steve” to family and those close to
him, his longtime friends simply called him Magoo.
Steve was born in Columbus,
Ohio, but spent his formative years
in Huntington, Ind., where he attended Huntington High School. He
was appointed to the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, N.Y. Upon
graduating in 1969 with a degree in
engineering, he branched infantry.
He was an Army Ranger, and as an
officer in the Special Forces served
tours of duty in Germany and Vietnam.
After he left the Army as a major in 1976, Steve
attended the University of Pennsylvania, Wharton
School of Business. He joined the FMC Corp. in
Chicago, then was hired by Hart Schaffner & Marx
Corp., where he met the love of his life, Julie Ryan.
Steve rose in the ranks at HMX and became
president of Jaymar Ruby Corp. in Michigan City.
During this time, Steve developed his two favorite
hobbies: golf and flying airplanes. When Steve left
Jaymar Ruby to work for Payless Shoes in Topeka,

QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED
REASONABLE
ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

Kan., he headed up an international division, expatriating his young family to Cuernavaca, Mexico.
After the international stint, Steve moved his
family to Hinsdale, Ill., where they lived for 24
years. There, Steve formed Shamrock Corp. and
fulfilled his entrepreneurial dreams by purchasing two KFCs and opening several Brueggers Bagel
Bakeries. He grew Shamrock Corp. into a successful
multi-unit Taco Bell/KFC franchise.
Besides his fierce commitment to family, Steve had
strong ties to the communities in which he lived and
worked. He supported many charities financially and
with time and talent: the United Way in Michigan
City, Pillars, Benet Academy High School, Catholic
Charities and Notre Dame and Cornell universities.
Steve was at his happiest when he was flying his
Cirrus to golf weekends, over the family farms in
Iowa and Indiana, to Army football games and Cornell basketball games, and to the family ski retreat
in Big Sky, Montana. His deep smile, wit, intelligence and candor will be sorely missed.
Steve McGue is survived by his wife of 37 years,
Julie Ryan McGue, their four children: Colleen McGue (Sean Sellers), Molly McGue (Jonathan Lumley-Sapanski), Daniel (fiancee Phoebe Tzannes),
Kassie; four grandsons; his sister, Christie McGue
(Bob Calt), and brother, Mike McGue (Corinne), as
well as numerous, loving in-laws, nieces, nephews
and a host of longtime friends.
A Celebration of Life was held Feb. 19 at Longboat Key Club, Sarasota. Memorial services on
March 3 are at St. Francis Xavier Church, 124 N.
Spring Ave., La Grange, Ill. Visitation is at 10 a.m.
in the church, with a full Mass celebrated at 11 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donating to
the Center for Social Concerns at the University of
Notre Dame.

Get great service & great
rates.
•
•
•
•

Practicing attorney for more 50 years
Concentrating in estate planning
Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois
LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley
Harbour Trust Building
1024 N Karwick
Michigan City, IN 46360

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL 60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote
to see how much you can save. You might be
surprised.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to
State Farm underwriting requirements.
®

Phone: 219-879-4925
Website: mvrileylaw.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
2001875
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In Memoriam
Irene Blubaugh, formerly of Long Beach, died
Feb. 3, 2022, at her home in Surprise, Ariz.
Irene was born in Dayton, Ohio, on Feb. 19, 1931,
to Mary and Walter Seikel. She lived in Dayton until she married John (Jack) Blubaugh on Nov. 26,
1949. The Blubaugh family lived
in Long Beach from the late 1960s
until 1992, when Irene and Jack retired to Sun City West, Ariz.
Irene was active in summers
with the ladies golf leagues at Long
Beach Country Club, and bowled in
the winters with the same group.
During retirement, in addition to
golf and bowling, Irene was active in the Sun City
West stained-glass club and traveled with the 10-10
club in its RV. She also volunteered at the Surprise
Ballpark and was a 10-gallon blood donor with the
American Red Cross.
Irene was proceeded in death by her husband,
Jack; her son, Christopher; grandsons Paul Friddle
and Jason Walden; and a son-in-law, William Friddle. Surviving are her sister, Pat Merrell, Madison,
Ohio; six children: Deborah Friddle, Wilmington,
Ill., Jackie Friddle (Bob), Loda Ill., Dara Graham
(Gary), Surprise, Ariz., John Blubaugh (Gail), Punta Gorda, Fla., Melissa Wheeler (Michael), Claremore, Okla., and April Alvarez (Richard), Florence,
Ariz.; 16 grandchildren; 29 great-grandchildren and
two great-great grandchildren.

(312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 32 years in business

Art Barn School of Art
• Monday, Feb. 28, is the deadline for entries
in the 28th annual Juried Art Exhibition.
The event runs April 2-May 19, with a reception
from 6-8 p.m. Saturday, April 9 (the awards ceremony is at 7 p.m.).
The exhibit promotes the creation and recognition of original, quality 2-D art and ceramic arts.
Entries hail from aspiring and established artists
from Northwest Indiana, the Chicago suburbs and
Southwest Michigan. The juror is artist James
Swanson. Purchase and merit awards total $4,000.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/35huvh7k for details.
• The Opportunity Enterprises exhibit runs
through March 25.
Held during National Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, the annual exhibit features
student work. A reception is from 6-8 p.m. Friday,
March 11. All purchases benefit the artists, with a
portion of the proceeds benefiting Art Barn and OE
programming.
❑
Art Barn School of Art is located at 695 N. County
Road 400 East, Valparaiso. Call (219) 462-9009 or
visit www.artbarnschool.org for more details.

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984
www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6
t
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We Welcome ALL
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Glass Replacement

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Add-Ons

• Custom Painting

• Body Kits

• Detailing

• Restorations

• A/C

See us on

Local family owned business with over
25 years experience
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LCSO in the Spotlight

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go
through the Red Mill County Park
Administrative Office, 0185 S.
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laportecountyparks.org for more details.
Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore
nature with toddlers and preschoolers through music, dancing, storytelling and, weather permitting,
hiking.
The free program is from 10-11 a.m. at Luhr
County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. Dates are Feb. 28, March 14 and 28, and
April 11 and 18.
Masks are required for 3 and older. Call (219)
325-8315 at least one week in advance to register.
Joyful Movement Easy Exercises for All Ages
The free, low-impact program is at 8:30 a.m.
March 1, 8 and 15 at Luhr Park Nature Center.
Participants can sit or stand for exercises that involve stretching, meditation and balance. Pre-registration is required one week in advance for each
date to reserve a seat and avoid cancellation.

Elisabeth Waldburger.

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, provided by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra executive director, highlights its talented
musicians.
Elisabeth Waldburger is in her sixth season
with LCSO’s clarinet section. She started playing clarinet in 2002 and became an avid learner,
often participating in musical events while attending South Bend schools, including South
Bend Youth Symphony Orchestra and Indiana
All-State Honors Band.
She graduated in 2014 from Western Michigan University with a bachelor’s degree in clarinet performance, then a master’s degree in clarinet performance in 2016.
Waldburger’s passion is in educating musicians from young beginners to adult learners.
Having created a private studio in 2017, she
works with students from multiple school districts around Northwest Indiana, including La
Porte Community School Corp.
Along with LCSO, Waldburger is a member of
LaPorte City Band, St. Joseph (Mich.) Municipal Band and Elkhart County Symphony. She
lives in Granger and enjoys time with family and
friends, reading, cooking and finding the odd
craft or music project.

Nature Hunt in the Nature Center
The free program is from 1-4 p.m. Tuesday, March
1, at Luhr County Park.
Participants receive a sheet listing objects to find
hidden in the nature center. No pre-registration
is required. Children must be accompanied by an
adult.
Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games and
snacks. All activities are related to the topic. Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with an
adult required to participate. Times are from 6 to
7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park. The cost is $5 per
child/per program. Pre-registration and payment
are required at least one week in advance or until
full, whichever comes first.
The schedule is:
• March 16 — Hop, Drop and Roll.
• March 30 — Flower Power.
Field Trips
Formal educators, Scout leaders and groups can
schedule a free organized program for students
or group at any county park. The programs on
various topics meet state standards and patch
requirements. Visit www.laportecountyparks.org
for sample programs.
Email natureniki@csinet.net or call (219) 3245855 for details.
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LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its
curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app through
options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place
holds on items using a customer account. Once at
the library, check in using the app and clicking Pickup from the bottom of the screen (or calling the library location). An appointment no longer is needed.
Add the parking space on the app if picking up from
the main location. Enter information in the instructions box if picking up holds placed on more than one
account, or if needing additional assistance. A staff
member brings held items to the vehicle. Customers
using the app receive updates as their requests are
processed. Returns can be placed in book drops and
be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At this time,
there is no limit to the number of items customers
can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6
p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
The following programs are planned:
• Intro to the Internet: Adults (19+) from
2-3:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 24, in the Coolspring Branch Meeting Room. Learn the basics of Internet use.
• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday,
Feb. 25. The socially distanced storytime includes rhymes, music and activities.
• Talk to a Financial Advisor Day: Adults
(19+) from noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, March 1, at
the main library. An Edward Jones investment
advisor provides the free short consultation.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located
at 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.
laportelibrary.org for more details, including
programming through the Exchange building.

Cabin Fever Pawction
Bidding for Michiana Humane Society’s 2022
Cabin Fever Pawction runs Feb. 27-March 5.
The auction include brunch at Cherry Ridge Farm
Indiana, golf outings, art pieces, gift certificates to
local restaurants and gifts for pets. Individuals and
businesses donated all the items.
Anyone can participate. Funds raised benefit
more than 1,000 animals Michiana Humane Society
will care for this year.
View
auction
details
at
www.tinyurl.
com/27reck4d. Contact Development Director Heidi
Treacy Tuthill at heidi@michianapets.org or (219)
872-4499, Ext. 103, for more details.

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531
FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting
Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake,
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

0LFKLDQD·V5HQW$3DLQWHU
5REHUW9DQ'\FN
FHOO
5HQW Interior/Exterior Painter
For Only $275 A Day
5HQWInterior/Exterior Painters
For Only $550 A Day
5HQW Interior/Exterior Painters
For Only $750 A Day

We Need Your Help!
During heavy snowfall, shovel as much snow away from
your paper tube as possible so we can deliver each week’s
edition. Previous editions are available at our office,
911 Franklin St., if we are unable to deliver them to you.
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Generous Sponsor

Wayne A. Dolson

Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

Horizon Bank will sponsor LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra’s 17th
Annual Hoosier Star on Saturday, Sept. 17. Horizon Bank has been a
Platinum Sponsor every year of the event. Pictured are LCSO Executive
Director Tim King (left) and Steve Kring, Northwest Indiana Region of
Horizon Bank president.

WOOD CHIP
SALES
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C
U
O

!

YTired of asking your husband
to get rid of that old junk?

COMMERCIAL• RESIDENTIAL • SENIOR DISCOUNTS • SMALL DEMO
FORECLOSURE • COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT • FREE ESTIMATES

Krueger Middle School Round-Up
Michigan City area sixth-graders are invited to
attend Krueger Middle School’s annual “Round-Up”
as they prepare to transition into middle school.
The informational session is at 5 p.m. Tuesday,
March 1, at the school, 2001 Springland Ave.
Incoming students can learn more details about
middle-school life so they will better understand
what to expect during the next two school years.
The event is open to families of all current MCAS
sixth-graders at Lake Hills, Joy, Springfield and
Marsh elementary schools, as well as sixth-graders
attending area private or charter schools. Homeschooled students also are welcome.
More information is available by contacting the
school office at (219) 873-2061.

219-214-0420
• COMPLETE
REMODELING

• NEW
CONSTRUCTION

• ROOM
ADDITIONS

• 4 SEASON
ROOMS

• SIDING

• CONCRETE

• DECKS
• GARAGES

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

• MASONRY
• FLOORING

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher’s office hours are:
Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Closed: Saturday & Sunday
The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com
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DREAM HOMES
START WITH
DREAM SERVICE.

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING
Feb. 8, 2022
TEAM STANDING
1. Pin Ball Wizards
2. Dolls With Balls
3. Gutter Busters, Gutter Gals
Pin Pals, Lady Strikers
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES
1. Pat Collado
2. Mary Lou McFadden
3. Carolyn Wiggins
SPLITS
Susan Kieffer
Mary Lou McFadden

WON
7
6
4

LOST
1
2
4
SCORE
162
154
147
3-10
2-7

Feb. 15, 2022
TEAM STANDING
WON LOST
1. Pin Ball Wizards
8
4
1. Lady Strikers
8
4
2. Pin Pals
7
5
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES
SCORE
1. Dottie Brinckman
171
2. Carolyn Wiggins
165
3. Kathy Staninger
155
4. Deb Konicek
149
SPLITS
Carolyn Wiggins
2-7
❑
More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 12:30
p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

NMLS# 586271

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.
inc
An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for
individuals, couples, and families

DYE

219.879.9155 Michigan City

219.879.9155
312.938.9155 Chicago
www.talktotedinc.com
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449
Specializing in Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps,
Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters,
& Sewer Services

Servin
g
You Si
nce
1939

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…
Small Enough To Know You…”

Prayer to the
Blessed Virgin

LIVE TALK
RADIO
CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

2IÀFH)D[
We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!
ZLPVUDGLRFRP

(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful ﬂower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you conﬁrm once
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must
be published after the favor is granted.
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Brochures
the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219)•879
(219) 879 0088
Fax0088
(219) 879 8070
email:
beacher@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
email:
beacher@adsnet.com •• http://www.bbpnet.com/

In the Area:
Feb. 26 — Cabin Fever Ham Fest, 7 a.m.-1 p.m.,
LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. General
admission: $7. Info: http://lpcarc.org/hamfest, (219)
851-2133.
Feb. 27 — Annual Maple Syrup Time
Demonstration, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Friendship Botanic
Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12. Info: Facebook, events@
friendshipbotanicgardens.org
Feb. 28 — Needle Arts Club, 5:30 p.m., Michigan
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219)
873-3049.
March 1 – Joyful Movement Easy Exercises for
All Ages, 8:30 a.m., Luhr Park Nature Center, 3178
S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. Free. Info: (219)
325-8315, www.laportecountyparks.org
March 1 — Nature Hunt in the Nature Center,
1-4 p.m., Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road
150 West, LaPorte. Free. Info: (219) 325-8315, www.
laportecountyparks.org
Through March 31 — Local artist Kristy Kutch,
The Legacy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Legacy Center hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun.
First/Third Tuesday — Bingo, 5-6 p.m., Long
Beach Community Center, Room 13, 2501 Oriole
Trail. Free.
Saturdays — Turn Up Dance Fitness with Stacy
G., 8:30-9:30 a.m., Long Beach Community Center,
2501 Oriole Trail. Cost: $5 paid at class.
First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).
In the Region
Feb. 24 — Noon Time Talk Series, 12:20 p.m.
EST, Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S.
Main St., Elkhart. Admission: $5, members/free.
Info: (574) 293-6660.
Feb. 26 — Scatology 101, 10 a.m., Indiana Dunes
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.
Feb. 26 — Guided snowshoe hike, 1:30-3:30 p.m.,
Paul H. Douglas Center for Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.
Feb. 26 — Snakes Alive, 2 p.m., Indiana Dunes
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Business
Cards

State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.
Feb. 26 — Real Pretenders, 8 p.m. EST, The
Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich.
General seating: $30/reserved seating: $55. Reservations: www.acornlive.org
Feb. 25-March 6 — Ken Ludwig’s “The Game’s
Afoot,” Elkhart Civic Theatre @ Bristol (Ind.) Opera House, 210 E. Vistula St. Times (Eastern): Feb.
25&26, March 4&5/7:30 p.m.; Feb. 27 & March 6/3
p.m. Tickets: $22, seniors (62+), students/$20. Reservations: www.elkhartcivictheatre.org/tix, (574)
848-4116.
Feb. 26-27 — Winter Fun-Snowshoeing, 9 a.m.3:30 p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center, 100 N. Lake St.,
Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Info: www.nps.
gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.
Feb. 27 — Winter Animal Search Party, 10 a.m.,
Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.
March 2 — Jen Chapin Trio Benefit Concert, 7
p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: general/$20, reserved/$45.
Reservations: www.acornlive.org
Through March 25 — “Finding (Me)aning,”
Red Cup Café, 115 Broadway, Chesterton. Info:
programs@chestertonart.org
Thursdays-Fridays in February — Friends of
Beverly Shores Bazaar, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 100 Brown
Ave., Suite 1, Chesterton. Info: wagnercasa44@
gmail.com, (219) 299-6998.
Through March 25 — Opportunity Enterprises
exhibit, Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road
400 East, Valparaiso. Reception: 6-8 p.m. March 11.
Info: (219) 462-9009, www.artbarnschool.org
Through March 26 — “Shadow, Mooring + Undercurrents,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth
St. Info: (219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org
Through May 28 — “University of Notre Dame:
The Fabric of a Global University,” The History Museum, 808 W. Washington St., South Bend. Tickets: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors (60+), $7/youth (617), free/members. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Mon.-Sat./noon-5 p.m. Sun. Info: (574) 235-9664,
www.historymuseumSB.org

The weekly deadline to submit listings
for Upcoming Events is noon Thursday

the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219)•879
(219) 879 0088
Fax0088
(219) 879 8070
email:
beacher@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
email:
beacher@adsnet.com •• http://www.bbpnet.com/
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)
1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle.
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5,
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
February Special: artwork, world history and world biography, 50% off.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services,
25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today!
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask
your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly,
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239,
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.
Professional window cleaning: Massive discounts until March 31.
Vaccinated. Call (219) 841-1340.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New
Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs
Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEXHANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc.
(219) 872-8817.
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates.
Call (574) 855-0666.

A-PLUS, INC.
Call now for all of your remodeling needs!
We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling,
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks!
No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free
quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning •
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years
exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones…
Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (574) 855-0666
B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823
Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 15+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms,
drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal
Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.
A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.
10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power
washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.
Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing &
epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at
(219) 229-0738
Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining,
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or
email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES
Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Interior/Exterior painting. Walls, ceilings, trim, all paintable surfaces. Drywall replacement/
repair, texturing, wood graining. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority
- Ref. Avail.
(574) 279-1408.

3 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 3
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
(219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters –
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed
Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Gutter cleaning,
snow removal. Call ABE at (219) 210-0064.
Facebook.com/abeslawncare
CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING
the beauty of their outdoor design.
Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542
/dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
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MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569,
mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.
MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applications for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Cleaning lady needs reliable driver to drop off and pick up after jobs.
1 or 2 houses a day Monday-Friday with occasional day off in between.
Locations between Michigan City and New Buffalo. Payment per house
with car provided. Call Aldona at (219) 898-0546
Town of Long Beach
BUILDING COMMISSION SECRETARY
Part-Time-20 Hours/Week
The part-time Building Commission Secretary will transcribe and prepare
all Building Commission meeting minutes, and build and maintain various MSExcel spreadsheets. Must be able to attend all on site and virtual
Building Commission meetings.
High school diploma or GED is required.
Must have excellent MSWord and MSExcel.
Previous transcription experience preferred.
Qualified candidates-send resume to:
P.J. Krueger-HR Solutions, LLC
2608 Oriole Trail, Long Beach, IN 46360
Email: pjksphr@comcast.net

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys,
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes,
lures, reels, collectibles, toys, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL
I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,
licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you
in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077.

RENTALS INDIANA
1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent
in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished.
Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available through May for
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com
or (219) 319-1515.

BUY
SELL
TRADE

College Goal Sunday
College Goal Sunday, Indiana’s largest Free Application for Federal Student Aid event, is from 2-4
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 27, in Technology Building Room
219 at Purdue University Northwest, (1401 S. U.S.
421, Westville.
Students should attend with parent(s) or
guardian(s), and parent(s) should take completed
2020 IRS 1040 tax
returns, W-2 Forms and
other 2020 income and
benefits
information.
Students who worked
should
take
income
information. Those 24 or
older can attend alone and
take completed 2020 IRS
1040 tax return, W-2 Form
or other 2020 income and
benefits information. Students
and parent(s) are encouraged
to apply for U.S. Department
of Education FSA IDs at www.
studentaid.gov beforehand.
Volunteers will walk through
the online form line by line and answer questions. All sites offer FAFSA online capabilities, and many have Spanish interpreters.
Students could win one of five $1,000 scholarships. Those who attend and submit a completed
evaluation form automatically are entered in a
drawing for a $1,000 scholarship. Winners will be
notified in spring, with scholarships sent directly
to the higher education institution selected by the
winning students.
The 21st Century Scholars are income-eligible
students who sign a contract in the seventh or
eighth grade promising they will graduate from
high school, meet grade-point requirements, fulfill
a pledge of good citizenship and apply for college
financial aid. Upon finishing high school, scholars
who have fulfilled the commitment and demonstrate financial need receive state funds to help cover college tuition and fees for up to eight semesters
at eligible Indiana public colleges, or an equal dollar
amount at eligible Indiana private colleges.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or
have issues with delivery, please contact us immediately so we can take care of the problem.
You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088,
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “delivery” link on the top black bar. From there, you
can let us know any issue or concerns.
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The Violin Conspiracy by Brendan Slocumb
(hardcover, $28 retail in bookstores and online; also
available as an eBook and an audiobook. 333 pages.)
There’s no doubt this book will make my top 10
list for 2022. The scope of the story encompasses so
much more than just a boy and a violin. This may
be a novel, but there are themes that resonate loud
and clear — like jealousy and hate, but also compassion and morality.
The tale starts at the end with the theft of a valuable violin, but it’s the story in the past that helps
us understand the real significance of
what losing this instrument means to
a young man named Ray…
Rayquan (call him Ray) McMillian
is a young black man living in Charlotte, N.C. His mother can’t wait for
him to graduate from high school so he
can get a real job to help pay the bills
for her and his younger sister. Mom,
along with his aunts, uncles and cousins, never understands him wanting
to play a violin and all that old white
man’s music — his mother calls it
“screeching.”
He has nothing to practice on except
a used rental from the school, which
he has to return come graduation. His
grandmother is his only fan, encouraging him to play for her whenever he
visits. As the years go by, it becomes obvious that
Ray has real talent. One Christmas, she gives him
his great-great-grandfather’s violin that was stuffed
away in the attic for years. Grandma tells the story
of how the violin came into her grandfather’s possession during the 1860s. Ray is ecstatic. Now, he
finally has an instrument of his own. It isn’t pretty:
filthy, in an old green alligator skin case. But now,
it is his.
On weekends, Ray plays weddings and parties
in a quartet, saving up part of his salary to fix the
violin grandma gave him. A second-rate music store
overcharges him to fix the broken parts with plastic
instead of wood.
Upon graduation, Ray is approached by Dr. Janice
Stevens, associate professor of violin at Markham
University. She gets him a full scholarship to the
school, making Ray realize that maybe now he can
become the full-time musician he is meant to be.
Janice takes Ray and grandma’s violin to a wellknown violinmaker where, after cleaning away so
many years of neglect, declares that it is, indeed,
an 18th century Stradivarius worth in the neighborhood of $10 million. Of course, that makes the
newspapers.
Suddenly, Ray’s family is quite interested in clas-
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sical music! By now, grandma had died and true to
form, the family says grandma didn’t mean to give
away the “family’s” violin to just Ray.
In the meantime, the Marks family, descendants
of the plantation owner where Ray’s great-greatgrandpa was a slave, contacts him and tells him he
needs to give back the violin that belongs to their
family. There is simply no way their relative would
have given a fancy fiddle to a slave! Now they’re
talking lawsuit.
Ray does not give in to his family nor the Marks’
threats, taking the violin with him to
college.
After graduation from Markham,
Ray makes guest appearances with local symphony orchestras, sometimes
as a soloist, even judging at musical
competitions. Before long, Janice tells
him he could be ready for the Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, the
granddaddy of them all. Winning there
would ensure his future.
So, between the Marks family and
his family arguing and cajoling him,
and practicing night and day for the
upcoming trip to Moscow, Ray has his
hands full. He goes nowhere without
the Strad. So how could it have gotten
stolen from the hotel he is staying at in
New York City? And right while he is
taking a shower! The empty violin case holds a shoe
and a note with a demand for $5 million.
Police soon call in the FBI and its arts expert to
help in the investigation. There are enough suspects to go around, but Ray is more worried he cannot take on the Tchaikovsky competition without
his beloved Strad.
Does the instrument make the musician? Or
does the musician make the music? It’s a fascinating thought as Ray goes through anxiety and stress,
doubting his own ability as the competition looms
closer and the race to find his Strad seems to stall.
As a black educator with a degree in music education, Slocumb has more than 20 years as a public and private school music educator, as well as
performing with orchestras on the East Coast. He
speaks of the underrepresentation of musicians of
color in the world of classical music in his Author’s
Note at the end of the book.
Slocumb is quite eloquent: He emphasizes music
being for everyone, and how we must inspire and
encourage those around us.
“Alone we are a solitary violin, a lonely flute, a
trumpet singing in the dark.
“Together, we are a symphony.”
Till next time, happy reading!
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2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360

LO N G B E AC H
4br/3.1ba / $3,900,00
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012
2524LakeShoreDrive.info

MICH IANA S H O RE S
4br/3.1ba / $1,525,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012
3915BrooksideDrive.info

VALPARAIS O
3br/3.1ba / $1,325,000
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090
3159HeavilinRoad.info

BE V E RLY S H O R E S
3br/2ba / $635,000
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090
158ERipplewater.info

LAPO RT E
2br/2.1ba / $595,000
Mills/Roch • 312.243.0716
6865Nature4.info

LAPO RT E
6br/2ba / $574,900
Mario Zarantenello • 312.925.8552
1748East1000.info

LO N G B E AC H
3br/2.1ba / $525,000
Braedan Gallas • 219.229.1951
2921OrioleTrail.info

MICH IG AN CIT Y
4br/1ba / $189,000
Braedan Gallas • 219.229.1951
3115ClevelandAvenue.info

H AMMO ND
2br/1.1ba / $114,900
Linda Wiechnik-Goble • 219.973.8040
6425Madison.info

At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.
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7100 LENBURG RD, PORTAGE
3 beds | 3.5 baths | 2,393 sq ft
Close to Lake Michigan
Log Cabin, Wrap Porch, Hardwood
Offered at: $399,000
PHJKDQPDGGR[UHDOWRU#JPDLOFRP
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101 Colfax Ave, 46360
Sheridan Beach Area
Sandy Rubenstein | 219-448-0249
0RUH ΔQIR
KWWSVELWO\+%9;'Z

3501 Timberbridge Drive, 46383
Second Floor Condo
Lisa Moore | 219-363-2544
0RUH ΔQIR
KWWSVELWO\+'J;.T
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