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A huge sign carved in white, and a gorgeous sunrise, greet us as we arrive on the set of “The Chosen.”

“Extra” Special
Editor’s note – The following article is not designed to impart any religious beliefs on readers, but to 

convey the experience of being an extra in a TV show that is becoming a global phenomenon.

by Andrew Tallackson

In the predawn hours of June 7, the sky not yet 
touched by the pinks of daybreak, one of the fi rst 
groups of weary travelers dropped into the seats of 
a bus that would usher them to their destination.

Sleep tugged at their eyes, yet a feverish antici-
pation united them. Their appearances contained 
little traces of the modern era. Like a gaggle of Bib-
lical shepherds who’d abandoned their fl ocks.

The latest passenger stepped into the bus and 
paused. A 40-ish woman with a cheerful smile and 
deep Texas drawl, she seemed briefl y overwhelmed, 
that a gift too long deprived now appeared before 

her. Her right hand fl uttered above her heart.
“Good morning, ‘Chosen’ family. How y’all doing?”
The bus erupted with a chorus of “woohoos” and 

“welcome aboards.” The woman’s smile deepened.
“I’m so excited,” she admitted, “I could just shout.”
Shortly after, the bus rumbled to life, carrying 

the now adrenalized passengers along a 10-minute 
route. With seven minutes to go before the clock 
reached 6 a.m., dawn began to break, tossing the 
faintest traces of light into the sky.

And then, there it was. The permanent site in north 
Texas, on 900 acres, designated for “The Chosen,” the 

Continued on Page 2
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faith-based Biblical series that tells the story of Jesus 
Christ through His disciples. Those of us on the bus 
were among an estimated 12,000 people who arrived 
from all 50 states and 36 countries to appear in sever-
al days of fi lming for the upcoming third season. The 
scene at hand: “The Feeding of the 5,000.” The Bibli-
cal event is known as the “miracle of the fi ve loaves 
and two fi sh,” where the Gospel of John recounts how 
Jesus took two fi sh and fi ve loaves, provided by a 
child, to feed 5,000 of His followers.

The crowds departing the bus, 
welcomed by staff and volunteers, 
took it all in. Passing through an 
archway and coming upon the 
word “Chosen” carved out in all 
white. The sky above it dissolving 
into blues and whites so clear, it 
was postcard perfect.

This was it. We were about to 
become extras in “The Chosen.”

A Little Background
People frequently ask what my 

source is for ideas of what to write 
about or review for The Beacher.

It’s Facebook.
And why wouldn’t it be? The 

entertainment industry under-
stands that we as a culture are so 
attuned to social media, why not 
promote itself through that me-
dium. And not just movies. Facebook is my source 
for the latest books, plays, music, TV shows and 
streaming services. If something isn’t promoted in 
short bursts through social media, then its promot-
ers aren’t doing their job.

That is how I learned about “The Chosen.”
The early Facebook images were of actor Jona-

than Roumie as Jesus. However, the accompanying 
verbiage was hardly archaic. In fact, the post read, 
“Ready to binge Jesus?”

That caught my attention.
Faith-based stories of all faiths inspire me. They 

broaden my perspective, deepen my appreciation of 
what moves and inspires us, so my understanding 
of the world is not limited to my own bubble of an 
existence. Christian fi lms and television, however, 

Continued from Page 1 have a less-than reputable reputation acknowl-
edged even by Christians. Major studios or TV net-
works shy away from them for fear they lack box 
offi ce or viewership potential. That leaves directors 
wanting to tell Christian stories scrambling for fi -
nances and creative talent. And for every well-made 
piece of Christian storytelling, like “The Shack” or 
“I Can Only Imagine,” there are countless others 
that crash and burn on impact.

“The Chosen” largely is the brainchild of Dallas 

Jenkins (2017’s “The Resurrection of Gavin Stone”), 
who wanted to approach the Bible outside the stu-
dio system, and through a means never before at-
tempted. He aimed to tell the story of Jesus Christ, 
but through the eyes of those who knew Him best. 
His disciples. Backstories now get fl eshed out. 
Fringe characters leap to the forefront. The aim is 
to remain true to Scripture, but also to the histori-
cal context of the time. Jewish customs and prac-
tices are emphasized. The show’s advisors, includ-
ing rabbis, review scripts and offer not just Biblical 
insight, but also cultural and sociopolitical context.

The goal is to produce seven seasons made 
available free to viewers. Currently, it is available 
through “The Chosen” app, as well as YouTube, Pea-

My buddy, Dale Knouse, and I on the bus that would take us to the set. Dale, ever the diehard
“Star Wars” fan, brought his “Baby Yoda” with him.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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cock, Amazon Prime and Angel Studios. The app al-
lows viewers to “mirror,” or send, an episode to a 
SmartTV.

Two seasons have aired thus far. Season One de-
buted in 2019 and Season Two in 2021. Season One 
remains the highest crowdfunded TV series or fi lm 
to date, generating more than $10.2 million from 
more than 16,000 investors. By last year, viewers 
had contributed $40 million overall.

Curious about the show’s Facebook presence, I 
brought it up to a good friend, Dale Knouse, while 
having lunch one day. He smiled, then reached down 
into a bag he’d placed on the fl oor beside him.

“Here,” he said, handing me a DVD of Season 1. 
“This is for you. A gift. I want to know what you and 

Esther, a fellow extra on the set, helps fi x my headpiece.

Alice think.”
“Thank you,” I replied, looking the DVD over. 

“We’ll get started on it.”
We binged all eight episodes in less than a week.
We cried. Laughed. Replayed scenes so their de-

sired impact achieved full affect.
This was unlike any Biblical program we’d seen. 

It felt real. Authentic. People from the Bible imbued 
with human qualities. Honorable, fl awed, search-
ing for answers. Quiet moments achieving genuine 
power. The message, the themes, driven home in a 
way that never felt oppressive.

Flash forward to March of this year. Dale texted 
me. The week leading up to the wedding of his el-
dest son, David, would I be interested in joining him 
for a trip to Midloathian, Texas, where the crew of 
“The Chosen” would fi lm “The Feeding of the 5,000” 
for Season 3.

Now, let me take a step back for a minute.
Dale and I met in 1999 when I wrote an article 

about die-hard “Star Wars” fans before the release 
of “The Phantom Menace.” Dale conducted the in-
terview by telephone, from St. Anthony Hospital, 
holding his newborn son, David, about an hour after 
he was born.

When Dale commits his fanboy interests to some-
Continued on Page 4
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Marcia Ball
THU 7/7  8 P.M. ET

Mike Dawes
w/ Trevor Gordon Hall
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Kaitlin Rose & The 
Band of Thorns 

WED 7/13  7 P.M. ET
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w/ The Bergamot 
THU 7/14  8 P.M. ET

The Brit Pack
SAT 7/16  8 P.M. ET

Mike Struwin Band
WED 7/20  7 P.M. ET
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thing, he commits with a capital C.
That the passage of time had leapfrogged from 

David’s birth to his forthcoming marriage – mind 
blown! That Dale, a generous soul, was offering me 
the chance to appear as an extra in my new favorite 
TV show, well, how could I say no?

Texas Heat in June
As the automatic doors at Dallas Love Field Air-

port swish open to reveal lingering taxis, buses and 
Ubers, the Texas heat consumes you. It cooks every 
portion of your body. The air feels dry. Baked. Like 
its ability to invigorate you long expired. It strips 
you of any desire to eat.

As Dale wraps up the paperwork for the rental 
vehicle, one thought persists. If I’ve begun waving 
the wimp fl ag this early in the trip, how will I sur-
vive decked out in full Biblical attire on the set?

Continued from Page 3

Dale checks his costume before fi lming commences on the set.

The Day of the Shoot Begins
The simultaneous alarms on Dale’s and my cell 

phones – a precautionary measure in case one de-
vice fails its task – bludgeons us into a semi-state of 
lucidity. Having prepped and packed for the shoot 
the night before, we are able to leave the hotel just 
outside of Dallas by 4:15 a.m. It is a “balmy” 73 de-
grees. Forecasts place the day’s temperatures at 96 
degrees with cloudless skies.

Midloathian is about 25 miles southwest of Dal-
las. The state highway we travel is mostly desolate, 
what with the day being in its infancy. A few ve-
hicles and semis. Industrial complexes and chain 
stores that dot the landscape are dark, shuttered 
before the work day begins.

We arrive at the Midloathian ISD Multi-Purpose 
Stadium, an imposing structure looming before us, 
at 4:53 a.m. Perfect timing, as our registered arrival 
is slated for 5 a.m. A line of cars effi ciently winds its 
way toward the parking lot, where volunteers guide 
us to designated spots. Up fi rst is a COVID test to 
confi rm we do not have the virus. Dale and I both 

Director Dallas Jenkins moves around the set in between takes.

did the required rapid PCR test a few days earlier, 
and this test also puts us in the clear. We receive 
our lanyards identifying us as extras.

Moments before we step onto the bus, volunteers 
check our bags as a safety measure, to ensure no 
one is carrying dangerous items. Nearby is a father 
and son. Their day together as an extra is the son’s 
birthday gift. Both are all smiles. A volunteer kindly 
asks me to remove my baseball cap, to make sure 
“nothing” is under there. I remove the cap, then 
comically point to my bald top. “There really is noth-
ing under there,” I say, deadpan. The woman erupts 
with laughter, then gently swats me on the soldier, 
indicating I’m clear to head for the bus.

On the Set
The bus drops us off at the expansive set with 

two minutes to go before 6 a.m. Owning the land 
is The Salvation Army’s Camp Hoblitzelle, which 
signed a multiyear lease so the cast and crew of 
“The Chosen” can fi lm there. A 30,000-square-foot 
soundstage contains recreations of Capernaum and 
other landscapes.

Because Dale and I are among the earliest to ar-

Actor Jonathan Roumie, as Jesus, speaks to the extras.
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rive, we will be among the fi rst to be fi lmed. The 
day’s many extras will arrive in waves to balance 
out the number of people congregating in one place. 
And like the countless individuals now present, we 
take in our surroundings, almost with an air of dis-
belief that we are actually here. Large-scale tents 
offer reprieves from the intensity of the heat. An 
air-conditioned gift store contains everything from 
clothing, to DVDs to books. A row of shelters con-
tains barrels with light breakfast snacks and drinks. 
Over the course of the day, the crew of “The Chosen” 
will heavily push water and electrolytes during up-
dates and announcements, reminders of how to beat 
the scorching temperatures. There’s also a First Aid 
area for anyone who succumbs to the heat’s taxing 
demands. For the kids, there are two bounce houses, 
a large-scale Connect Four game, blocks and corn-
hole games. Rounding out the layout is a tent with 
key props, costumes and other items used during 
seasons one and two.

After a quick bite to eat, Dale and I plant our be-
longings near the huge stage where, not only will ra-
dio personalities join the crew in providing updates, 
but live entertainment will break up the monotony 
of downtime on the set. And not just any entertain-
ment, but big-name Christian acts like The Bonner 
Family, Micah Tyler and Big Daddy Weave.

Seated just outside one of the tents, I indulge 
A somewhat shy extra just feet away from me during fi lming.Continued on Page 6
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in a quick bite to eat: a banana and chocolate chip 
muffi n. A striking woman seated nearby notices my 
headpiece is not on properly. The costume, itself, is a 
loaner courtesy of Bonnie Quigley and LaPorte Little 
Theatre Club. The woman offers a bit of advice on how 
to adjust it. When rapid fi dgeting does not achieve 
the desired results, I confess to needing her help. Her 
name is Esther, and without a fuss, she stands and 

Actors Joey Vahedi (left) and Jordan Walker Ross speak with one 
of the crew members.

makes the proper adjustment in a matter of seconds.

The Big Moment Arrives
At 9 a.m., it is time.
Everyone who arrived early is asked to make the 

short trip to a grassy area blanketed by a copse of 
trees. We space ourselves out by arm’s length so the 
500 extras present leave the impression there are 
far more folk on their way to hear Jesus speak. Ev-
eryone’s concentration is broken as director Dallas 
Jenkins walks by. Jenkins has made himself readily 
accessible to viewers from the start, leading weekly 
livestreams where he shares anything and every-
thing about “The Chosen.” People who know “The 
Chosen” well feel they know him with the same good 
authority. So, his presence initially excites everyone 
out of focus, requiring a moment or two to redirect 
their energies back to the task at hand.

Then, fi lming starts. A large crane elevates the 
camera high above us for a sweeping shot of the 
crowd. We have been advised not to look at the cam-
era. Look straight ahead. We do. Over the next 10 
minutes, Dallas will do two more takes. With three 
takes now in the bag, he’s satisfi ed with the shot.

The Really Big Moment Arrives

Another 1,000 extras arrive. We are seated on 
a mildly sloping hill. Dallas frequently bobs and 
weaves through us, a smile on his face. A friendly 
“hello” or “excuse me” as he makes his way to the 
camera crew. I get to know a few of the people near-
by. To my left is a young married couple from Mun-
cie, Ind. I share with them that I’m from Michigan 
City. “Indiana?,” the guy behinds us utters, excited. 
“I’m from New Castle.” Seems the Hoosier State is 
well-represented.

Excitable screams ripples through the crowd. 
Muffl ed applause. The actors have arrived. Shahar 
Isaac at Simon Peter. Giavani Cairo as Thaddeus. 
Jordan Walker Ross as James. And fi nally, Roumie 
as Jesus. The applause grows thicker. Crew mem-
bers from makeup and wardrobe touch up the cast 
amid the oppressive heat, which is now close to the 
96 degrees that will not relinquish its grip.

Dallas grabs a bullhorn to address the crowd. Too 
lazy from the heat to write, I grab my cellphone, 
concealed in a period-style bag, and hit record on the 
voice recorder app: “From the bottom of my heart, 
thank you so much for being here. We are doing 
something very special here. Couple things I want 
to share. When we are rolling...and you put your 
modern things away, that includes your cell phones. 
While we are in between shots, it’s fi ne for you to pull 
your phones out and get pictures and videos. When 
we are fi lming, please hide your phones. Don’t try 
to sneak in a shot or two. It’s very distracting to the 
actors, and it also shows up on camera. Please be 
patient, but regardless of where you are sitting, don’t 
assume you are off-camera. We can see you and the 
actors can see you.”

And with that, Dallas heads off to fi nalize things 
before fi lming commences. Nearby is a young actor 
in heavy attire as a Roman soldier. He’s sweating 
profusely from the heat, but in agreeable spirits.

“How’s everyone doing?,” he asks those seated 
nearby. He is greeted by a chorus of “greats” and 
“wonderfuls.” A woman seated on the ground asks 
of him, “Where are you from?” The implication is 
obvious. How far, like the rest of us, did he travel to 
get here. What she didn’t take into account is that, 
by being one of the Roman soldiers, he is one of the 
paid cast members. The actor, however, doesn’t miss 
beat a beat. He reverts to character and replies, 
“Why, Rome, of course!” The response elicits a huge 
laugh for the crowd.

The moment of truth arrives. The cameras start 
rolling and Roumie, as Jesus, begins speaking, the 
actors as disciples nearby. His words are captured 
by boom mics and not projected through speakers. 
Doing so would create feedback for the sound crew. 
We hear bits and pieces, knowing that, only when 
the episode airs will we experience it in full.

Later, Dallas has the crowd practice cheering 
so it doesn’t sound rehearsed. So the applause ris-

Continued on Page 8

Continued from Page 5
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es and falls like a normal 
crowd. Satisfi ed after a few 
tries, Dallas heads back to 
the cameras, ready to fi lm. 
He captures precisely what 
he wants after a few takes, 
then announces it’s time for 
lunch.

Down Time. Lots of It
With the next waves of 

extras arriving, we have 
down time. Plenty of it. 
Five, possibly six hours if 
shooting falls behind sched-
ule. Lunch consists of a Sub-
way-style sandwich, chips, 
a cookie and water. Dale 
purchased a large umbrella 
the day before, and we crash 
beneath it, catching some 
ZZZs in the stifl ing heat. I 
take out my cell phone and 
fi lm a selfi e video for Facebook where I apparently 
look like Death warmed over. The post elicits warn-
ings from family and friends to stay hydrated

The 15-minute Big Daddy Weave concert lures 
us out from our makeshift shade, as does the most 
unforgettable moment: most of the cast, in costume, 
on stage. Kind, generous actors, humbled by the 
presence of so many extras. Each talks about how 
the show has impacted their life, but more so, how 
moved they are by the reactions of the fans. Isaac, 
born and raised in Israel, shares with the crowd 
that, being well-acquainted with the Sea of Galilee, 
the temperature there is even higher than what we 
are experiencing today.

The Big Finish
By 6:30 p.m., all 5,000 extras will assemble as 

Dallas fi lms Roumie, as Jesus, speaking again. The 
idea this time is to convey the broad scope of people 
present. Dale and I perched at the far back, on a 
weedy rise in the landscape. Convinced the camera 
will reach us. The production crew issues the same 
warning: Staff will be present between takes with 
water and electrolytes. However, anyone not feel-
ing well now or between takes, let someone know 
immediately. Better to address it with the cameras 
not rolling than to stop production. Over the next 90 
minutes, about four people will leave the set cour-
tesy of medical staff. The day’s heat had not relent-
ed, even with the fi rst few shades of night creeping 
into the cloudless sky. For the fi rst time that day, a 
brief hint of concern hits me. We’d been on the set 
more than 12 hours. My head was starting to hurt. 
I’d consumed enough water and electrolytes to fl oat 

a boat. A woman next to 
me, a Sudanese profes-
sor living in Minnesota, 
smiled at me, nodding. 
The maternal look on 
her face conveyed she 
understood what I was 
experiencing. “Almost 
done,” she whispered, 
reassuringly.

Fifteen minute later, 
the production manager 
alerted the crowd they 
were about to get “the 
martini shot,” which 
is Hollywood-speak for 
the fi nal shot of the day. 
The production manager 
then backtracked, with 
tongue fi rmly planted 
in cheek, saying that, in 
the context of “The Cho-

sen,” it would be more 
appropriate to call it the 

day’s “wine shot.”
That was it. That was the shot in the arm needed 

to keep going. Everyone perked up, seated with a 
renewed vigor. The cameras rolled. Dallas asked 
the crowd to be patient. He wanted another take. 
Minutes later, the cameras were rolling. Then came 
those magic words from Dallas.

“OK, everyone, that’s a wrap for today. Thank you 
very very much.”

Looking Back
By the time this article goes to press, it will be ex-

actly one month since that day on the set. The ques-
tions people ask fall into the same categories. Did 
I meet any of the cast? When does the episode air?

The show was on a tight schedule, so the moment 
when the cast arrived on stage was as close as we 
got to them. Dallas and his wife were available at 
the Midloathian ISD Multi-Purpose Stadium after 
the shoot, willing to stay as long as it took to meet 
and thank every extra. But by that point, Dale and 
I were wiped out. Plus, Dallas had said hello to me, 
walked directly passed me, many times that day.

As for when the episode airs, “The Feeding of the 
5,000” marks the fi nale of Season 3, which means 
it won’t be seen until sometime in 2023. Honestly, 
whether Dale and I make into any shots is irrel-
evant. It was the experience, itself, that will stay 
with us. Knowing we were part of something spe-
cial. We arrived on the set that day early, amid total 
darkness. We left the set with the darkness of night 
approaching. In between was all the joy, light and 
newfound memories we could possibly need.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

The view from our bus as thousands of extras line up for buses taking 
them back to their vehicles.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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1114 LAKE SHORE DRIVE • MICHIGAN CITY, IN
Welcome to this one-of-a-kind, first time on market, entertainers dream home! From the moment you walk in, your eyes will be drawn 
to the wall of windows featuring stunning Lake Michigan views. This home features a chef's kitchen, complete with top of the line 
appliances. The interior boasts a home theatre and a temperature controlled wine room (large enough to host dinner parties!). For 
your wellness and relaxation, there is an exercise room complete with rubber gym flooring, and a sauna. When you're ready to head 
outside, you can enjoy the view of the lake from one of the upper level decks-or from your lower level screened in porch. Whether you 
are cooling off in your pool or hanging out at your outdoor fireplace you will entertain in style in this extraordinary property! Heated 
patio and driveway will make it easy to enjoy in the winter months as well! There is SO MUCH to love in this beach home, come and 
see it for yourself! Property to be conveyed AS IS.

KRISTIN SHOUB
630.362.4188
kristin.shoub@cbrealty.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

6 Bedrooms / 7 Full, 4 Half Bathrooms
Offered at $3,999,000

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

mailto:kristin.shoub@cbrealty.com
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3022 MAYFIELD WAY • LONG BEACH, IN
Get ready to make a splash and jump in the pool. This STUNNING 5 bedroom, 3 bathroom home is ready to move in to 
with a gorgeous and recently rehabbed kitchen. This home is light & airy with vaulted ceilings and natural light 
throughout the huge wall of windows. The great room opens up to the open concept kitchen making this home an 
entertainer's delight. The outdoor hot tub and in-ground sparkly pool allows for hours of fun. The spacious decks make 
room for entertaining large gatherings on a very secluded lot. This home also features large living spaces, a 2-car 
garage and plenty of storage. Move in and enjoy the summer and many more to come in this wonderful home. RELAX, 
ENJOY & JUMP IN THE POOL!

5 Bedrooms / 3 Bathrooms
Offered at $950,000

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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Michigan City has joined the fl ock of other Indi-
ana cities that earned the title of Bird Town.

It recently received the designation from the In-
diana Audubon at the eighth annual Indiana Dunes 
Bird Festival.

“I wanted Michigan City to get recognized for be-
ing a birding destination and for the conversation 
work that they do. We are a key location between 
the lake, the dunes and the parks,” said Mary Nell 
Murphy, a local birder who coordinated the city’s 
application. “I encourage other nearby towns to ap-
ply so that the majority of Northwest Indiana will 
be represented.”

Michigan City now is the 16th Indiana commu-
nity to be named a Bird Town. Nearby, Beverly 
Shores, Chesterton and Porter bear the distinction.

“This designation shows Michigan City’s commit-
ted effort to provide natural communities for our 
resident birds and other wildlife,” Indiana Audubon 
Executive Director Brad Baumgardner said.

Through a collaboration with the local Potawato-
mi Audubon, Murphy started the application right 
before COVID-19 hit in 2020, resuming the process 

this past spring. It took her a few weeks to complete 
the necessary paperwork, then about 30 days for 
processing by the Indiana Audubon.

Modeled after the “Tree City USA” program and 
the successful Bird City Wisconsin, the concept of 
Bird Town Indiana began in 2013.

“Indiana Bird Towns are those that both the pub-
lic offi cials and citizens demonstrate an active and 
ongoing commitment to the protection and conserva-
tion of bird populations and their habitats,” as stat-
ed on www.indianaaudubon.org/birdtownindiana. 
“These members belong to Audubon groups, nature 
preserves, land trusts, bird clubs, museums, garden 
clubs, school groups, chambers of commerce and oth-
er eco-minded businesses that can come together for 
effective planning, development and implementation 
of bird conservation issues locally and statewide.”

The applying city must achieve seven out of 21 
criteria, with two in Category 1 and one in each of 
Categories 2, 3 and 4.

Murphy said the most challenging requirement  
was Category 3: Limiting or Removing Hazards to 
Birds. To fulfi ll this, she gave a PowerPoint pre-

Michigan City Designated as a Bird Town
by Kim Nowatzke

Mary Nell Murphy holds up a sign Michigan City received for its recent Bird Town designation through Indiana Audubon.

http://www.indianaaudubon.org/birdtownindiana
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sentation on Bird Safety at a Potawatomi Audubon 
monthly meeting.

Murphy obtained three Bird Town Indiana signs 
and spoke at a Michigan City Common Council 
meeting encouraging city leaders to display them.

“My goal is to have the city post these along with 
the Tree City signs,” she said.

Michigan City has been designated by the Arbor 
Foundation as a Tree City for the past 22 years. 
Murphy said it’s not necessary to reapply each year 
for the Bird Town title.

“It’s wonderful to get this offi cial recognition for 
Michigan City since our community does so much 
for birding, and since birders have such an impact 
on this area,” Murphy said.

She says the most recent Indiana Dunes Bird 
Festival, headquartered at Indiana Dunes Visitors 
Center in Porter on May 12-15, brought in about 
650 attendees from 31 states.

“That’s a lot of people dining, shopping and lodg-
ing in our area,” she said. “If you enhance your local 
birding habitats, that will bring in birders. Birding 
brings in birders that spend money in our commu-
nity. It’s a win-win – on food, lodging and ice cream.”

The Indiana Dunes Bird Festival included fi eld 
trips, an annual bird-calling competition, a keynote 
speaker and Dunes Birds in Art, a collection of art-
ists celebrating bird life in the Indiana Dunes area.

According to www.indianabirdingfestival.org, 
“Birding in the Indiana Dunes is the best the state 
has to offer. With its rich biodiversity, varying habi-
tats and miles of Lake Michigan shoreline, the Indi-
ana Dunes is a hotspot for migrant birds. The Indiana 
Dunes Birding Festival celebrates the dunes area’s 
rich biodiversity and bird watching opportunities 
with the goal of positively impacting visitors and local 
residents through environmental education, conser-
vation initiatives and support of the local economy.”

At www.indianaaudubon.org/birdtownindiana, 
reasons listed for becoming a Bird Town include 
making a statement for community pride, increas-
ing community activism with the chance to build 
active partnerships between private and public sec-
tors, and improving the local environment.

It listed saving and making money as an addi-
tional reason.

“Birders in the U.S. bring in $85 million in eco-
nomic growth each year. Bird Towns also become 
better eligible for eco-friendly grants,” it explained.

Last of all, the Indiana Audubon noted Bird Town 
residents share a common interest among multiple 
demographics.

“Watching birds is just plain relaxing and reduc-
es stress,” the website pointed out.

Murphy encouraged others to bird, adding we live 
in a great area for it.

“Folks enjoy birding year-round in Michigan City. 
This past winter, there were multiple sightings of 
Snowy Owls at the lighthouse, and in the fall we can 

all hear and see the Sandhill Cranes fl ying over in the 
hundreds. Plus, many songbirds pass through or nest 
here in the summer months,” she said. “During CO-
VID, many people took up birding as a safe, outdoors, 
fascinating hobby. It’s like a puzzle trying to identify 
the various birds based on colors, wing bars, habitat 
– and for some birders, they can identify birds by ear.”

Murphy and her husband, Eric Salstrand, moved 
here fi ve years ago from Chicago’s Hyde Park area 
after she retired from an information technology job 
at The University of Chicago.

“We would come out here on weekends to enjoy 
national and state parks, and it was a natural fi t,” 
she said. “I’ve always had a love of nature. I used 
to teach high school natural science management 
classes when I fi rst got out of college with an agricul-
ture education degree from the University Wiscon-
sin-Madison. My brother still calls me ‘Nature Girl.’”

Since relocating, Murphy has been an active 
member of the community. She is president of the 
Meals on Wheels LaPorte County board, and serves 
on the LaPorte County Parks and Recreation Board, 
and the Michigan City Tree Board.

“I’m delighted to see Michigan City recognized for 
all it has done and is doing,” she emphasized. “The 
Sustainability Committee, the Audubon groups, the 
new Karwick Nature Park/Cheney Run and just all 
the backyard birders. I hope this gets more people 
to our town to enjoy the birds!”

http://www.indianabirdingfestival.org
http://www.indianaaudubon.org/birdtownindiana
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RICK REMIJAS
Licensed in Indiana

773.908.1969
RRemijas@BHHSChicago.com

JEFF REMIJAS
Licensed in Michigan

219.873.4085
JRemijas@BHHSChicago.com

Open House, Sunday, July 10, 11 AM-1 PM

116 Northbrook Drive, Shoreland Hills

There are 4 bedrooms and 2 baths, compact kitchen 
and dining area off the living room, and a three-season 
porch overlooking the patio and big fenced backyard 
with half-court basketball court.  There are plenty of 
places to hold your summer celebrations, whether you 
gather in the lower-level recreation room with wet bar, 
the yard with the huge concrete pad, the patio off the 
garage and porch or the entry deck. The current owner 
is a member of the Association beach club at Stop 31, 
and you’ll want to continue membership for just $100 
per year. You’ll enjoy one of the bigger, level lots in the 
beach communities with loads of room for beach stuff 
in the 2+ car garage.  Listed for $525,000

1 N. Whittaker St, New Buffalo, MI 49117

Seasonal cafe & provision by 

the Marina offering breakfast, 

lunch, Valpo Velvet Ice Cream, 

souvenirs, Unsalted & IN 

Coast Apparel. Outside Dining!

Across from Fish Camp Next to 
Coast Guard Station

Wed 8-3

Thurs 8-3

Fri 8-8

Sat 8-8

Sun 8-6

Seafood and raw bar 

waterfront dining and outdoor 

seating

12 on the Lake
across from Basecamp

Wed 3-8

Thurs 3-8

Fri 3-9

Sat Noon-9

Sun 11-5

Friendly neighborhood 

bar and grill. 

Must be 21

Homemade pizza, great 

burgers, wings, ribs & more

2958 W. Dunes Hwy 

Mon 11-5

Tues-Sat. 11-10

Sun 11-8

Camp Out at These 3 Destinations!

mailto:RRemijas@BHHSChicago.com
mailto:JRemijas@BHHSChicago.com
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Every month, I receive a report from the USACE about the lake levels of Lake Michigan-Huron that shows the past and projects 
several months into the future. The reports arrive in the mail. I open them immediately to see the latest.
When I received the report for May 2022, I was immediately struck by the solid black line that starts high in June 2020 and 
keeps coming down until March 2022.  It then follows about  8 inches above the broken line that represents the long-term 
average lake levels.
First, some explanations of the chart.  
The numbers at the top indicate the highest levels of the lake recorded. The numbers at the bottom indicate the lowest levels. 
The broken line is the average level and the black line the current level.  Each light horizontal line represents 2 inches. Each 
darker horizontal line equals 1 foot. The months are listed in columns at the top of the chart.
Lakes Michigan and Huron go up and down on average about 1 foot every year. The highest levels normally occur in late 
summer-early fall. The lowest numbers usually occur in February- March. The long-term variation, as well as the cyclical 
variations, are determined by how much water comes in from Lake Superior, how much water drains out to Lake St. Clair, how 
much precipitation comes to the lake directly or from streams that drain into the lake, and  by  how much evaporation of the 
kake water occurs. Complex System.

Back in 2019-2020, we 
experienced very high water 
levels. But then, the water 
levels started down, so the 
record levels of 1986 for 
September-December remain 
the highest recorded. 
Back to the black line that 
impressed me so much. Here 
are my thoughts. In January 
2020, Lake Michigan was 
almost 3 feet above average 
for that time of the year and 
higher than ever before for 
January.  
All I could think about then 
was, “How much higher 
can it go, and what other 
beaches and revetments 
will be covered with water?” 
My thoughts were that the 
lake would continue to go 
up. Totally forgot about the 
“cycles.”
But the amount of water 
coming in and going out or up 
through evaporation changed. 
The lake levels kept coming 
down in 2021. There was only 
a 4-inch summer rise in 2021, 
and then the water levels 
started down again. By March 
2022, the curve of the lake 
levels began to look normal 
just 8 inches above average.

This latest pattern of very high 
water levels and now more 
normal levels is typical. We 
may even see the water levels 
go below  “average” if the 
water-in-water-out amounts 
continue “negative.” Beaches 
in some areas are wonderful 
again. Others not so much 

But the lake’s recent lowest 
levels (except for December 
2012-January 2013) have not 
broken the low-level records 
established in 1964. Anyone 
remember what happened in 
the  winter of  2012-2013

ha
rb

or
 c

ou
nt

ry

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
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Canterbury Sum-
mer Theatre contin-
ues its 2022 season 
with “The World Goes 
‘Round,” a tribute to 
the Broadway music 
of Kander and Ebb, 
on July 6-16 at Can-
terbury Theatre, 807 
Franklin St.

John Kander (mu-
sic) and the late Fred 
Ebb (lyrics) were one 
of America’s most suc-
cessful songwriting 
teams. Known primar-
ily for stage musicals, 
such as “Cabaret,” 
“Chicago,” “Kiss of the 
Spider Woman” and 
“Curtains,” they also 
scored several fi lms, 
including Martin 
Scorsese’s “New York, 
New York.”

The pair’s most pop-
ular tunes include “Cabaret,” “All That Jazz,” “New 
York, New York,” “Maybe This Time” and “Mr. Cel-
lophane.”

The revue introduces fi ve individuals who fi nd 
themselves careening through a world of love, ba-
bies and coffee. The cast is Mitchell Bauer, Kate 
Drury, Mai Hartwich, Massimo Manfredini and 
Kendall Shamus.

The production is staged by Canterbury Associate 
Director Stephanie Murry, who is producing artistic 
director for the North Dakota Shakespeare Festival 

Kander and Ebb Revue “The World Goes ‘Round” Up Next at Canterbury
and theater faculty 
member at Ouachita 
Baptist University. 
The choreography 
is by Kate Drury, 
while Yuanhung Lin 
is the music direc-
tor. She received her 
doctor of musical 
arts degree from the 
University of Missis-
sippi, and studied at 
the Royal Birming-
ham Conservatoire 
in England. Scenic 
design is by David 
White, with lighting 
by Julie Adams. Am-
ber Garitt provides 
costume design, and 
Danie Boyster is pro-
duction stage man-
ager.
Seating is by gen-

eral admission, and 
patrons will be safely 

social-distanced. Season ticketholders may reserve 
specifi c seating, if the box offi ce is notifi ed in ad-
vance. The monitoring of, and adherence to, CDC 
and state guidelines regarding COVID remains. 
Performances are at 2 p.m. Wednesdays and Thurs-
days, 7:30 p.m. Fridays and 6:30 p.m. Saturdays. 
Tickets, as well as season discount cards, can be 
reserved by calling (219) 874-4269 or by email at 
info@canterburytheatre.org. Reduced ticket prices 
are available for seniors, groups and students. Visit 
www.canterburytheatre.org for additional details.

Appearing in the cast are (front row, from left) Kate Drury, Mai Hartwich and
Kendall Shamus. The back row is Mitchell Bauer and Massimo Manefredini.

mailto:info@canterburytheatre.org
http://www.canterburytheatre.org
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JORDAN GALLAS
jordangallas@atproperties.com

219.861.3659
like a local

SOAR

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

GREAT LOCATION
RIGHT NEAR THE BEACH

RENOVATION SPECIAL 
$699,000

GREAT BEACH 
ACCESS

2300 HAZELTINE, LONG BEACH

Timothy Perry
219-814-2000
Tsperry.com

mailto:jordangallas@atproperties.com
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Footlight Players will host its 13th Annual Foot-
light Players Awards Banquet on Saturday, July 30, 
at American Legion John Franklin Miller Post, 756 
U.S. 20. This year’s nominees are: 

• Set Construction Designer: Kevin Doler, Jim Sny-
der, Tony Thomas.      

• Scenic Artist: Christopher Whybrew.

• Scenic Dresser: Joy Davidson. 

• Lighting Designer: Jim Milcarek, Michael Thom-
as, Christopher West.

• Sound Designer: Declan Rice, Tony Thomas, Ve-
ronica Thomas, Katelynn West. 

• Costume Designer: Debbie Bartholomew, Sharon 
Kienitz, Laura Meyer.

• Hair/Make-up Designer: Debbie Bartholomew, 
Emma Blanchard, Kathy Chase, Cassandra Re-
deagle.

• Newcomer: Adrianna LeDonne, Kalena Ramos, 
Jill Ritchie, Izzy Sebastian, Kaelie Winebrenner. 

• Music/Vocal Director: the late Lee Meyer.

• Choreographer: Danielle Bilderback. 

• Director: Denise Barkow, Debbie Bartholomew, 
Laura Meyer, Larry Piotrowski, Janice Rice. 

• Featured Actress: Kathy Chase, Bobbie Laurit-
sen, Lori Lubs-Zylstra, Kaelie Winebrenner. 

• Featured Actor: Alexander Bonner, Tom LeDon-
ne, Knowles McMeen. 

• Lead Actor: Noel Carlson, Adam Wogomon. 

• Lead Actress: Danielle Bilderback, Adrianna Le 
Donne, Emmie Reigel.

• Nominated Productions: “Drinking Habits,” 
“Jerry’s Girls,” “The Miracle on South Division 
Street,” “The Sound of Music” and “Steel Magno-
lias.” 

The evening kicks off with cocktail hour at 5 p.m., 
followed by dinner at 6 p.m. and the program at 7 

Footlight Players Awards Banquet

Kienitz Named Hall of Fame Honoree
Sharon Kienitz is Footlight Players’ 2022 Hall 

of Fame Honoree, becoming a lifetime member of 
the organization.

Kienitz, an accomplished seamstress and quil-
ter, has donated her work many times to the the-
ater’s fundraisers. She and her 
husband, Dennis, live in LaPorte 
and will celebrate their 49th an-
niversary in September. She has 
worked as an administrative as-
sistant for Indiana Legal Service 
in South Bend for 25 years. For 
several years, she helped design 
and create costumes for Michi-
gan City High School.

Kienitz became involved with 
Footlight Players in 2014 when her granddaugh-
ter, Josie, made her stage debut in “Oliver!” Since 
then, she has been instrumental in the costume 
design of more than 16 productions, fi ve of which 
won her a Footlight Players Best Costume Design 
Award. She also shares her talent with LaPorte 
Little Theater Club, costuming 16 shows. She 
has been an active Footlight member and been 
the costume department manager. She also helps 
with bake sales, ushering or theater cleanups.

p.m. Mike McCalment is the emcee and Lara West 
the Golden Girl. Entertainment is by cast members 
of “Jerry’s Girls” and “The Sound of Music.” A silent 
auction is planned, with donations from individuals 
and businesses in the community.

Tickets cost $25 in advance and $30 at the door. 
Visit http://www.footlightplayers.org to make reser-
vations.

http://www.footlightplayers.org
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8 MAPLE STREET      THREE OAKS, MI         269.340.0346
OPEN EVERY DAYWOMEN’S MEN’S SHOES JEWELRY ART GIFT

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff

Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff returns with more 
than 170 juried artists, all helping raise funds for 
the KAC, on Saturday-Sunday, July 9-10, at Lake 
Bluff Park, St. Joseph, Mich.

The popular event kicks off with the Krasl Art 
Fair Block Party from 5-10 p.m. EDT Friday, July 
8, on the oval lawn at KAC, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Jo-
seph. The party is free to KAC members (a coupon 
code secures tickets). Non-members cost:
• Guests 11 and older: $5.
• Children 3-10: $3.
• Children 3 and younger: free with required ticket.
• Day-of tickets: Walk-up cash only (QR codes will 

be provided for credit card sales).
The entertainment includes Saxsquatch, The 

Lasso DJ and the headliner, Jordan Hamilton Trio. 
Food is by Larks Girl’s BBQ and Lost Coast Shaved 
Ice food trucks. A cash bar features The Livery Beer 
and local wine. Proceeds support free KAC art ex-
hibitions. Pets are prohibited. Service animals are 
welcome.

Times for the art fair are (all Eastern) 10 a.m.-6  
p.m. July 9 and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. July 10. Ticket links 
are available at https://krasl.org/art-fair/tickets/

Daily general admission is:
• General admission (11+): $5.
• Children 3-10: $3.
• Children 3 and younger: free admission; a ticket 

is required
• Day-of tickets: walk-up cash only (QR codes will 

be provided for credit card sales).
Tickets are good for one day of the event, and 

same-day re-entry is accepted

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
https://krasl.org/art-fair/tickets/
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Experts claim it takes two to three weeks to estab-
lish a new habit. Several months ago, I was forced 
into a new routine. One that still feels awkward. 

I check my late husband’s cell phone at least once 
a day. 

After my spouse passed away in February (bladder 
cancer), I realized several things. First, I didn’t have 
the correct password for his computer, which meant 
I couldn’t log in and locate important fi les. But be-
cause I had his cell phone and knew the passcode, I 
could gain access to crucial data through emails and 
application programs. Over the last few months, my 
spouse’s phone has proven to be a comfort: a trea-
sure trove of material, and very enlightening. 

When I was immersed in funeral planning, his 
phone provided contact information for friends and 
business associates. As I worked through his elec-
tronic address book, I was both surprised and re-
lieved at how my husband recorded details. He was 
a guy who liked information at his fi ngertips and de-
spised fi shing for account numbers, passwords and 
pins in cumbersome fi le folders. So, he circumvented 
those frustrations by storing crucial data within the 
contact app of his phone. Security conscious folks are 
no doubt cringing at this method, but it worked well 
for him while he was alive. And it made transferring 
household accounts into my name less of an ordeal.

After the funeral was over and I’d sorted out the 
bulk of our accounts, I continued to foster my new 
habit. Every night, I connected my husband’s chunky 
black cell phone to its charger next to mine. In the 
morning after I’d gone through my own emails, I 
reached for his phone. I scrolled through his text 
messages, emails and phone call log. Not because I 
was curious about what he’d been up to during the 
nearly four decades of our marriage. Not because I 
was dwelling in what our life had been like before 
his death. No, I was drawn to his phone because 
each time I picked it up, I learned something. Like a 
vital bit of information that I needed to act on now. 
Things like the name of the Internet provider for a 
rental property who needed to be paid before the ser-

vice was cut off. Or an alert from a crucial vendor 
about an expiring credit card tied to the account. 

The daily scrutiny of my spouse’s phone meant 
timely errors were avoided and frustrations mini-
mized. That’s not all. Often, I picked up phone mes-
sages from folks who hadn’t yet received the un-
fortunate news of his passing. Several weeks after 
my husband’s funeral, I retrieved a voicemail that 
will forever stick in my head. The caller, a longtime 
friend, a man who had attended my husband’s fu-
neral and reception left an agonizing message. 

The language was stronger than is suitable for 
this post, but here’s the gist of it: “Why did you have 
to go and die on me? You were a heckuva good friend. 
Who am I going to call now to shoot the breeze with?”

Every so often, I replay this message. Each time I 
listen, I feel my heartbeat in my throat. When I fi rst 
picked up the voicemail, I was shocked at its intensity. 
I wondered if this man realized – or if he cared – that 
someone like me might eavesdrop. With each replay, 
though, I’m left with a fresh thought. I hope this man 
found solace by expressing his grief in this unusual 
way. I have come to admire this friend, his style and 
the notion of crafting a verbal sympathy card. 

Lately, I ponder the depth of the friendship shared 
between my husband and his friend. 

As his spouse, I knew the two were good pals. 
They often shared laughs, confi dences and life ex-
periences over drinks like buddies do, but the re-
corded message suggested a deeper bond than the 
one I’d witnessed. In refl ecting on this, I think that 
often we do not know, or cannot know, how deeply 
others value our friendship. Perhaps, too, when a 
special person is no longer present in our lives, we 
realize the abundant void their loss created.

Doubtful I will surrender my new habit anytime 
soon. Mining my husband’s phone may have start-
ed off as a necessity, but its importance continues. 
Besides educating me about what I need to know 
about fi nancial matters, I’m privy to a different as-
pect of my husband’s legacy. He was a man of depth 
and character. The texts, emails and voicemails I 
retrieve from his cell remind me of this every day. It 
provides great comfort.

I have come to view my husband’s cell phone as 
more than an electronic device or a necessary tool. 
It’s tangible proof of a life well lived. So, for the time 
being, I plan to keep it charged up and close by.

 Stuff I’ve Learned from My Husband’s Cell Phone

That Girl, 
This Life

Julie McGue

Time to Shake

  things Up

  fBubblesIceCreamParlorfSTOP IN OR DRIVE-THRU
115 W. Coolspring Ave | Michigan City | 219-872-1024
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Five Tips for Taking Care of Your Trees
1. Don’t prune ANY oaks from April 15th to September 30th.  Oak wilt spreads readily during this 

time.  Oak wilt will immediately kill any infected trees and will spread to your trees via root 
grafts if your neighbor prunes their oaks and they get infected. There is no treatment or cure 
for infected trees. Prevention is your Only choice.   

2. Don’t “spike” your trees. Spiking causes wounds that lead to infection and tree decline.  
Anyone who spikes trees is causing long-term damage to the trees.

3. Avoid damage to the roots.  Large trucks cause soil compaction and digging up roots cause 
frayed wounds that can’t heal and create access points for pathogens (fungi) that start root 
rot and weaken the trees structural stability. Lawn mowers can also cause damage to the root 
flares. 

4. Keep a good amount of natural leaf litter and organic matter covering the roots under the 
canopy.  Blowing leaves away from your trees can kill the fibrous roots by drying the exposed 
soil.   

5. Consult an ISA Certified Arborist before doing anything to your tree.  

Complete Tree Service Professionals
Arborist & Construction Consulting

Tree Pruning & Removals
Stump Grinding & Lot Clearing

Plant Health Care & Treatments
Pest & Disease Analysis

Storm Damage Removals

   Christian Siewert MI-0549A         
             ISA Certified Arborist on Staff

269-756-2571 www.treephilosophy.info treephilosophy@yahoo.com
TRAINED, EDUCATED, UP TO DATE, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

http://www.treephilosophy.info
mailto:treephilosophy@yahoo.com
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Kidding Around
It was all smiles and family fun as the annual Kiddie Parade headed along 
Franklin Street on Saturday, June 25. Beacher photographer James Conlin 

was there to capture as many images as possible for us.
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“Rise” is proof the Disney feel-good family fl ick is 
coming of age. It’s growing up.

When Disney pats itself on the back for culling a 
project from fact, it’s a red fl ag. Disney movies avoid 
facts like plague so what remains is easily digest-
ible uplift. A spoonful of box-offi ce sugar.

I don’t doubt that “Rise,” the story of Nigerian-
Greek brothers who became NBA stars, is a con-
densed version of the truth. But this is a Disney 
sports movie with grit. A timely spin on the immi-
grant saga. When the big moments arrive, you are 
moved.

Streaming on Disney+, “Rise” takes a largely 
unsentimental look at Charles and Veronica Ante-
tokounmpo (Dayo Okeniyi and Yetide Badaki), who 
fl ee Nigeria in 1990, leaving newborn son Francis 
behind because they fear he won’t survive the trip. 
That journey, which slips through Turkey before ar-
riving in Greece, is staged by Nigerian director Akin 
Omotoso as a desperate journey. We do not see the 
brutality exacted by their pursuers, but rarely do 
we get a moment’s rest. Hiding in bushes. Slipping 
down dark alleys. Police dragging screaming fami-
lies into the street.

The Antetokounmpos do make it to Greece, where 
“Rise” depicts them in a country that does not want 
them. Every attempt to follow proper channels, to 
become naturalized citizens, is thrown back in their 
faces, much of it fueled by racism.

The family’s meager existence is not quite slum 
life, but simple needs and wants are scant. And 
when the eldest sons, Thanasis and Giannis, fore-
go soccer for basketball, I braced for the crusty old 
sports-movie trope that the kids are naturals. That, 
having never played the sport, they possess some 
supernatural ability to excel in it.

They don’t.

In fact, they stink. But here is where Omotoso, as 
director, and screenwriter Arash Amel draw a fresh 
parallel of excelling in sports as symbolizing the 
American dream. Everything does not come easily 
to Thanasis and Giannis. They have to work for it. 
Hard. We also witness the profound infl uence a lov-
ing mother and father can have on their children. 
Badaki, in particular, is affecting. The actress has 
a fi erce look in her eyes. This is also one of the rare 
sports movies where faith is depicted without cyni-
cism. Prayer is the backbone of the family.

By dramatizing this family’s journey as one of 
constant heartache, when the opportunity comes 
for Giannis to head to America, poised to be drafted 
by the Milwaukee Bucks, “Rise” has put this family 
through the wringer to where we’re ready for a bit 
of good fortune.

I don’t always agree with fact-based fi lms that 
show the real people at the end. Yes, we are curious 
as to what they look like, but that’s what the Inter-
net is for. If the movie has done its job, made us be-
lieve in what it depicts, then that should be enough. 
But “Rise” does something interesting. We see the 
real Giannis reaching a career pinnacle right after 
his father passed away in 2017. With the movie hav-
ing done such an expert job, seeing the real Giannis 
mourn and honor his father tears you apart. Moves 
you in ways you don’t see coming.

There is little about “Rise” that I would change. 
It’s darn near perfect.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

“Rise” is an Inspiring Disney Movie Without the Disney Ick
by Andrew Tallackson

“Rise” charts the incredible true story of Nigerian-Greek brothers who become NBA stars.

★ ★ ★ ★
“Rise”

Running time: 113 minutes. Disney+. Rated PG

for thematic elements and brief language.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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We spray your landscapes
and gardens with the most

effective, long lasting
repellent available.

Affordable and easy.
Take action today!

Protect your investment!



July 7, 2022Page 30
THE

“Good Luck to You, Leo Grande” could have been 
sleaze. Instead, it’s tart, sweet and daring. It asks, 
would you watch a two-person character study in 
which Emma Thompson prattles on for 97 minutes?

The answer: With Thompson delivering a career 
best, absolutely, yes. For a movie that’s all talk, 
punctuated by more than its share of frank, awk-
ward dialogue, director Sophie Hyde and writer 
Katy Brand have created a movie that fl ips our nip-
tuck mentality the bird by championing an aging 
woman’s body. That there is no shame in being com-
fortable in your own skin.

Now streaming on Hulu, the British dramedy is 
set almost entirely in one posh hotel room, and over 
the course of a few weeks in which retired parochial 
school teacher Nancy Stokes (Thompson) schedules 
“appointments” with a much-younger sex worker, 
Leo Grande (Daryl McCormack). To Nancy, and to 
we, the viewer, he seems too intellectual, rather 
wholesome in fact, to be a male prostitute. But what 
he doesn’t anticipate, what he doesn’t see coming, is 
the emotional roller coaster that is Nancy Stokes.

Thompson has made a career out of playing 
women who overthink everything. With Nancy, and 
through Thompson’s beautiful performance, we 
bear witness to an unfulfi lled life. A very British 
life. Constricted by social expectations. She’s done 
everything expected of her, without satisfying her 
own wants or needs. Her deceased husband was a 
bore, her adult children are contrasting examples in 
disappointment. The way Nancy nervously rambles 
to avoid the very intimacy she’s paid for, we realize 
this woman is a study in regret. It’s heartbreaking, 

and heartbreakingly funny. Thompson has never 
been this free to take a character wherever she likes.

The movie feels like a stage play, but it never feels 
stagey because with each encounter, subtle changes 
in Nancy suggest Leo is what she needs to unthaw. 
Her physical appearance tidies up. She seems more 
invigorated, less inhibited. And Leo, played with 
enormous good cheer by McCormack, is good at sug-
gesting he’s equally damaged. These two have more 
in common than they think.

Near the end of “Good Luck to You, Leo Grande,” 
the exchanges shift to the hotel’s dining area where 
a laugh-out-loud exchange occurs between Nancy, 
Leo and a waitress (Isabella Laughland) who hap-
pens to be one of Nancy’s former disgruntled stu-
dents. The scene is not designed as a cheap laugh, 
but another clue to Nancy’s rigid past. What ensues 
is the fi lm’s raciest passage, but something remark-
able happens. Thompson, in the fi nal shot, is seen 
in the nude. Staring at herself in the mirror. A risky 
move in an industry that tsk tsks actresses who 
aren’t anorexic waifs. But for Thompson, it is liber-
ating. A triumphant means of saying, here I am. All 
my imperfections. And I’m fi ne with it.

The smile on Thompson’s face is pure joy.
❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

“Good Luck to You, Leo Grande” Reveals Emma Thompson at Her Best
by Andrew Tallackson

Nancy Stokes (Emma Thompson) fi nds herself nervous in the presence of Leo Grande (Daryl McCormack) in “Good Luck to You, Leo Grande.”

★ ★ ★
“Good Luck to You, Leo Grande”

Running time: 97 minutes. Hulu. Rated R for

sexual content, graphic nudity and some language.

1/2

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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! 
next SBHA meeting . 

Everyone is welcome!

Saturday, , 20  • 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
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My parents were wed in suburban Philadelphia 
on Sept. 2, 1949, but moved to Chicago in time to 
hatch me on May 7, 1950.

They also hatched my brother and sister in the 
Windy City, and we three were educated by the 
Chicago Public Schools. Bona-fi de Chicago kids, 
through and through. We did visit our blood rela-
tions every summer — by plane, train and automo-
bile — but that was it. We were basically marooned 
in Chi-town, with no local relatives.

The culture of the 1950s fi xed all of that by as-
signing us honorary aunts and uncles and, I sup-
pose, honorary cousins. At least by extension. (Fact 
was, many of them were as much older brothers and 
sisters to us as cousins, and I communicate regu-
larly with one of them. You will meet Boyd “Renny” 
Bartlett shortly.)

Here’s how it worked:
Say there were some people 

in our apartment building in 
South Shore, the fair Fairhav-
en, who my parents really 
liked and hung out with. We 
soon had a family full of (hon-
orary) Chicago relatives. We 
grew up calling people who 
had no blood relationship to 
us “Aunt So-and-so” and “Un-
cle Same-old.” And those good 
people truly functioned in our 
lives as one would expect true 
aunts and uncles to do.

Two cases in point:
1. Aunt Lu and Uncle Tom 

Bartlett. We were bound to 
the Bartletts by the fact that 
Tom Bartlett was my father’s 
boss at General Refractories 
Co. My father, James S. McK-
elvy, sold “fi re bricks” to the 
many steel mills that then 
dotted the southern rim of Lake Michigan.

We were fi rm-bound in the brotherhood of busi-
ness to the Bartletts and their three children: Tom 
“T,” the aforementioned Boyd “Renny” and Shelley.

T and Renny were more like brothers than cous-
ins, just as Shelley was a wise and witty younger 
sister.

I spent lots and lots of time at the Bartlett home 
and yard, which were a quick walk or bike ride from 
our house in Beverly. In fact, my brother and I were 
playing football on the Bartlett back 40 when Aunt 
Lu appeared on the back porch and called, “You boys 
have a baby sister!!”

That was Sunday, Oct. 13, 1957, and I remem-
ber it as I remember what I had for breakfast this 
morning — oatmeal with blueberries, of course.

So Lu Bartlett was being there that seminal day 
in McKelvy history by being Aunt Lu to us. And 
Aunt Lu upped the auntie/ante by fetting us with 
fresh-baked cookies and apple cider. At least that’s 
the way I remember the day the two McKelvy chil-
dren became the three McKelvy children. As in: WE 
ARE THE McKELVY CHILDREN!!!

Thank you, Aunt Lu, and thank you Aunt Lu and 
Uncle Tom for taking me to visit 
my blood relatives in suburban 
Philadelphia at the tail end of 
summer 1959. As I fondly re-
call, you took me and T, Renny 
and Shelley in your classic ’57 
Chevy, and you took care to de-
liver me safely, and on time, to 
my mother’s sister, Aunt Molly, 
her husband, Uncle Jack, and 
my cousins, Anne and John.

That’s because Uncle Tom 
served in the U.S. Navy as a 
navigator on a PBM rescue 
plane in the Philippines. He and 
his crew rescued downed pilots 
who must have been mighty 
grateful to see that big old fl y-
ing boat appear out of nowhere. 
And Aunt Lu, whom he met in 
Florida during training, did her 
World War II service teaching 

pilots to fl y by their gauges. So 
you can imagine how well orga-

nized and executed that 1959 road trip was.
For starters, they packed all the luggage (they 

were going on to Maine) in the trunk and in front 
of the back seats. They effectively created a plat-
form for the four of us young ‘uns to sprawl out, 
read comic books and eat all the nutritious snacks 
Aunt Lu carefully packaged for us. (I distinctly re-
member apple slices and carrot sticks). She spread 
out some blankets over the luggage for our added 
comfort, and the only stops were to refuel that hard-
charging ’57 Chevy, and to allow Uncle Tom, Aunt 
Lu and Shelley to use the restrooms. As for we three 
boys, why, Aunt Lu would thoughtfully pass back an 
empty milk bottle as we passed through the tunnels 
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike and say, “You boys 
know what to do.”

Honoring Honorary Aunts and Uncles

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy

The best honorary aunt and uncle a boy in the 1950s
could have: Lu and Tom Bartlett.
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And we did.
When we reached the home of my Hope kinfolk in 

Malvern, Pa., Aunt Lu and Uncle Tom dutifully left 
me in the care of Aunt Molly and Uncle Jack. My 
blood cousins, Anne and John, were quite curious as 
to why I would refer to the senior Bartletts as Aunt 
Lu and Uncle Tom.

“Well,” I said, “you guys are all the way over here 
in Pennsylvania, and I’m lucky if I get to see you 
once a year. But I can hop on my bike and be at the 
Bartletts in 10 minutes, or less. Plus, they have this 
amazing ice-skating rink in their backyard every 
winter. Complete with real goals and lines in the ice. 
So that’s why I call them Aunt Lu and Uncle Tom.”

Point taken.
And the next point is to honor another pair who 

served as honorary aunt and uncle:
2. Aunt Pudah and Uncle Jim Peebles. Aunt Pu-

dah’s given name was Elizabeth, but she picked up 
the “Pudah” moniker as a child. It stuck so fi rmly, we 
had to think really hard to remember her real name.

We met the Peebles soon after we moved from 
South Shore to Beverly, in time for my sixth birth-
day on May 7, 1956. Even though their son, Jim, 
and daughter, Lynnie, were older, we bonded imme-
diately. It wasn’t long before we were sitting with 
Aunt Pudah on her screened front porch listening 
to her listen to the birds. She knew them all, fed 
them and simply marveled at the natural wonder of 
them. (Gee, I wonder where I got my lifelong love of 
birds and birding?)

Aunt Pudah often took us to the Little Red School-
house out in the Palos portion of the Cook County 
Forest Preserves for fi eld studies of birds, plants 
and all God’s creatures here below.

As for Uncle Jim, he taught us everything we 
needed to know about the Chicago White Sox, the 
Chicago Bears and sports in general. He was a com-
mercial artist who shared his talents with us, par-

ticularly when my partner, Wally Klein, and I were 
struggling to draw an accurate illustration of the 
human circulatory system for the Barnard Science 
Fair. Sure, I had help, but I had help from Uncle 
Jim who so clearly wanted us to succeed. And we 
did, thanks to him.

And thanks to you, Uncle Jim, for taking my 
brother and me to a White Sox game the night before 
the fi rst day of school, in the late 1950s. Uncle Jim 
knew we needed a pick-me-up before the letdown of 
back-to-school time, and he sure provided it.

And then some.
Hey, we’re talkin’ old Comiskey Park at 35th and 

Shields here. For a night game, no less. Back in the 
days of ace hurler Billy Pierce and that amazing left 
arm. Not to mention that great double-play combi-
nation of Aparicio-to-Fox-to-Kluszewski.

Under the lights with peanuts, popcorn and what-
ever we wanted from the concession stand.

There were many others, of course, such as Aunt 
Peggy and Uncle Tom Hess, who gave me a used 
clarinet to launch me on my licorice-stick path. And 
Aunt Max(ine) and Uncle Red Wells who took me 
college shopping when I was a sophomore at Mor-
gan Park.

I thank them all. Thank you, thank you, thank 
you!!!!

Why? Because life without honorary aunts and un-
cles would have been way too sour for my sweet taste.

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
www.smallsgardencenter.com

We Deliver and Plant

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
Landscape Supplies & Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

219-778-2568

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!
30% OFF

OVER 60 VARIETIES OF FRUIT TREES, RASPBERRIES, 
BLUEBERRY BUSHES, LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, 
TREES, SHRUBS, EVERGREENS, PERENNIALS & MORE.

30% OFF
GIFT STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

STONE YARD
DRIVEWAY STONE, DECORATIVE STONE, WASHSTONE, 

LIMESTONE, SLAG, MULCH, TOPSOIL, FLAGSTONE  
OUTCROPPING, BOULDERS & FIRE PITS

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
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Roosevelt Pipe Organ Series
The 21st season of the Roosevelt Pipe Organ Se-

ries continues at 12:15 p.m. Wednesday, July 13, at 
Christ Church, 531 Washington St.

The program is by Kent Jager, organist at St. 
Paul’s United Church 
of Christ, Oskaloosa, 
Iowa. He also is retired 
as director of music at 
Queen of Angels Roman 
Catholic Parish in Chi-
cago’s Lincoln Square 
neighborhood. Prior 
to Queen of Angels, he 
was the assistant or-
ganist at Holy Name 
Cathedral, Chicago, 
and First Presbyte-
rian, Evanston, Ill. He 
completed his graduate 
studies in church music at Northwestern University, 
Evanston, and has an undergraduate degree in or-
gan from Central College, Pella, Iowa.

Jager’s program includes the “Prelude and Fugue 
in E-Flat Major (“St. Anne”),” which is part of the 
“Clavier-Übung III, BWV 552” by J.S. Bach.

The church is air-conditioned. Call (219) 608-
5358 for more details about the concert series.

Jager

Dunes Summer Theatre Gala   
 Dunes Arts Foundation will hold its Dunes Sum-

mer Theatre Gala from 6-9 p.m. Friday, July 15, at 
the Michiana Shores theater, 288 Shady Oak Drive.   

Tickets, which cost $125, include appetizers, 
a complimentary drink and ticket to the opening 
night of “Rodgers & Hammerstein’s A Grand Night 
for Singing.” The festivities kick off in a tent next 
to the theater. Guests can mingle and purchase $25 
raffl e tickets for the chance to win an array of cus-
tomized theater, golf, shopping, art and other expe-
riences.    

At 7 p.m., guests attend the performance of “A 
Grand Night for Singing.” At 8:30 p.m., they return 
to the tent for desserts, a cash bar and an announce-
ment of raffl e winners. Dunes Artist Director Steve 
Scott will host the after party.   

 The Dunes production of “A Grand Night for Sing-
ing” runs July 15-31 and features 30 songs from hit 
musicals, including “Oklahoma!,” “Carousel,” “The 
Sound of Music,” “South Pacifi c” and “The King and 
I.” Lauren Katz is the director, with music direction 
by Andrew Flasch.  

 The gala is DAF’s premier fund-raiser. Corpo-
rate sponsorships are welcome. Information on the 
event, sponsorships and ticket purchases are avail-
able at www.dunesarts.org or email dunestheatre@
gmail.com

http://www.dunesarts.org
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110 W. 9th St., Michigan City • (219) 243-7136

Hours: 

Tuesday
4-10 p.m.

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Sunday
11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

www.agavemansion.com

Michiana Lions Club
The latest addition to Michiana Lions Club of 

Michigan City’s Little Free Libraries is at the en-
trance to Barker Hall at Trinity Episcopal Church, 
600 Franklin Square.

The club has opened fi ve such sites in Michigan 
City. The bright blue-and-yellow boxes also can 
be found at Sand 
Castle Shelter-
Children, Gardena 
Park, Imagina-
tion Station and 
Head Start at Nie-
mann Elementary 
School. Most are 
registered at www.
Littlefreelibrary.
org

Little Free Li-
braries are book 
exchanges. The 
concept is simple: take a book, read it, then return 
it. Many of the club’s boxes are in underserved ar-
eas, where some parents are unable to afford books.

The club started its fi rst registered Little Free Li-
brary in July 2018. Lions Tim Fizer and Brian Pa-
gels designed, painted and built the structure, hav-
ing visited multiple Little Free Library locations to 
decide on a design. Fizer created the design in his 
woodshop. Sherwin-Williams manager Tim Brown 
donated paint and supplies.

Email Jamie Miller at jmiller@ufl c.net if interest-
ed in making book donations or in joining the club.

Special Thanks
June 4 was the 10th Annual St. Stanislaus/Trail 

Creek 5K Run/Walk held in cooperation with The 
Town of Trail Creek at Nelson Park.

Peyton Grizzard, Valparaiso, won the race with a 
time of 19:30. Female winner Natalie Krause, also 
of Valparaiso, placed fourth overall, with a time of 
20:03.8. 

We want to thank The Town of Trail Creek, Presi-
dent Jennifer Heath, council members and treasur-
er Joshleen Denham for their support and coopera-
tion, and Town Marshal Stephen Dick, Rob from the 
Trail Creek Street Department and LaPorte County 
EMS. We want to thank all of our sponsors, the race 
participants and many volunteers. This fundraiser 
was for the Parish Capitol Campaign for needed 
church repairs.

Special thanks to our sponsors: St. Andrews 
Products; Robert Tylisz Appliance for Robert’s dona-
tion of the beautiful plaque awards he handcrafted 
and other additional support; Members Advantage 
Credit Union; Kim and Mike Marks; Ott/Haver-
stock Funeral Chapel; General Insurance Services; 
Castle Ford/Lincoln; Snyder & Associates; Horizon 
Bank; Front Door Real Estate; Larry Dalton Heat-
ing & Cooling; St. Joseph Young Men’s Society; and 
Tom Appel Attorney at Law.

We also want to thank the many volunteers, in-
cluding photographers Paul Kemiel and Jill Woz-
niak. We could not have held this event without all 
of their help. We also want to thank St. Luke Lu-
theran Church for allowing us to use their lot for 
parking, The Beacher Weekly Newspaper and The 
LaPorte County Herald-Dispatch.

Plans are in the works for a race in 2022, with a 
new race director.

Patrick Kroehler
St. Stan’s 5K Race Director

Brother Shaun Gray
Committee Member

Kathi Hale
Committee Member

Susan Snyder 
Committee Member

http://www.agavemansion.com
http://www.Littlefreelibrary
http://www.Littlefreelibrary


July 7, 2022 Page 37
THE

Moore Construction
(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 32 years in business

Open Monday-Saturday 9 am-6 pm, Sunday Noon-4 pm
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Monday-Friday
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Saturday
8:00 A.M. - Noon

 717 Washington St.
(219) 874-8362 MICHIGAN CITY, IN 46360

Celebrating 100 Years!!

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Michigan City Municipal Golf Course
North Course

Monday League “Early Birdies”
June 27, 2022

Event: Animal Golf Game + 50/50  

A Flight
Low Gross: Mary Lou Marshall.
Low Net: Mary Lou Marshall.
Low Putts: Mary Lou Marshall.
Event: Jane Shuger.
B Flight 
Low Gross: Sandra Provan, Linda Wabshall.
Low Net: Sandra Provan.
Low Putts: Florence Stokfi sz.
Event: Carol Tylisz. 
C Flight
Low Gross: Laurie Wink.
Low Net: Laurie Wink.
Low Putts: Pam Betcher, Bev Nichols.
Event: Bev Szybala, Alice Wozniak.

❑

50/50: Jane Spang.

LBCC Women’s Golf Leagues               
9-Hole League

June 23, 2022
Event:  Regular Golf

A FLIGHT
Low Net — Linda Wilson.
Low Putts — Linda Wilson.
B FLIGHT
Low Net  — Joan Carey.
Low Putts — Dottie Healy, Mary O’Neil.
C FLIGHT
Low Net — Catherine Kelly.
Low Putts — Catherine Kelly. 
Sunken Approaches — Barb Hall (8).
D FLIGHT
Low Net — Kate Flores.
Low Putts —  Rosann Conroy.
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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Dedicated to Helping Our Members
Reach Their Goals !

STOP IN…
FIRST SESSION ON US!
Personal training, small group 

training, athletic training, Smoothie 
bar, and Massage therapy.

2060 E. U.S. 20
(219) 916-7221

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public.

The front doors are open. Public seating is avail-
able, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library has begun changing overhead light-
ing to LED fi xtures. They will feature automatic 
ambient lighting, centralized controls for turning 
on and off and conservation in unoccupied public 
areas. A section above the front entrance will have 
specialized color lighting for seasonal themes. The 
expected completion date is Sept. 16. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, 
but reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas 
under the work zone will be closed. The goal is to 
minimize closure time to its collections and servic-
es. The meeting rooms will be closed while work is 
done in them. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Summer Reading Weekly Events: Family 

Movie & Craft at 10 a.m. Thursday, July 7. 
The screening is “The Little Mermaid,” which is 
Rated G.

• MCPL Podcast Episode Release at 9 a.m. 
Friday, July 8. “Discussions with Miss Dana” in-
cludes upcoming books and librarian interviews. 
Listen on Buzzsprout or through www.mclib.org/
podcast.

• Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7 p.m. Mondays 
in July. Membership to the group, formerly 
known as the Knit Club, is open to anyone in-
terested in needle arts such as crochet, needle-
point, cross-stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand 
stitching. All skill levels and ages are welcome.

• Makerspace: open lab hours from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays in July. Youth ages 6-17 can create 

Michigan City Public Library
with LEGO WeDo, Micro Bits, paper circuits and 
Ozobots. Children 12 and younger must have a 
parent or guardian attend with them. 

• Tinkercad 3-D Modeling at 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 13. Youth ages 9-17 get an introduc-
tion to 3-D design, art and printing. No prior ex-
perience is necessary. Participants get a free 3-D 
print of their creations (printing time is limited 
to fi ve hours per participant). Registration is re-
quired. Call Dave at (219) 873-3045 for details.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Virtual Story Time with Take-Home Craft. A 
new storytime video is posted at 10 a.m. Wednes-
days on the library  website and YouTube channel 
at www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/ Visit Youth 
Services to get the craft! The program is aimed at 
children through age 5. Contact the Youth Servic-
es department at (219) 873-3045 for more details.

❑

Two new services are available:
• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 

of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.

❑

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.mclib.org/
http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
http://www.mclib.org
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ALPINE
T   R   E   E      S   E   R    V   I   C   E

10% Discount
Through September 1

• Tree Removal • Land Clearing
• Crane Service

Fully Insured
24-Hour Emergency Service

(219) 877-5975
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Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

• Chellberg Farm Open House from 1-3 p.m. 
Thursdays in July. Rangers and volunteers will 
share the area’s history as visitors tour the farm-
house and garden and visit the animals. Passes are 
required. The parking lot is off Mineral Springs 
Road between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter.

• Sunset Paddle at Marquette Lagoons from 
6-8 p.m. Thursdays, July 7-21. Join a ranger 
for paddling in the lagoon. The program is limited 
to 20 participants. Make reservations by calling 
(219) 395-1882. The lagoon is located in Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood.

• Mount Baldy Sunset Hike from 5-6:30 p.m. 
Fridays and 9-11 a.m. Sundays in July. Ex-
perience sunset views of Lake Michigan and Chi-
cago from during the ranger-led tour. Passes are 
required. Meet at the parking lot off U.S. 12.

• Pinhook Bog Open House from 9 a.m.-noon 
Saturdays in July. Meet at the bog parking lot 
for a ranger-led hike to experience carnivorous 
insect-eating plants and rare orchids. Passes are 
required. The bog parking lot is at 700 N. Woz-
niak Road in Michigan City.

• Beachcomber Hike with a Ranger from 8-9 
a.m. Saturdays in July at Central Avenue 
Beach. Join a ranger for a morning stroll along 
the beach and learn about the origins of the Great 

Lakes and Indiana Dunes. Meet at the Central 
Avenue Beach parking lot. Passes are required.

• Bailly/Chellberg History Hike from 2-4 p.m. 
Sundays in July. Explore the grounds of both 
historic homes, and learn about early settlers and 
farmers who came to the region in the 1800s. After 
the hike, help the ranger feed the Chellberg Farm 
animals from 4:30-5 p.m. Park at the Bailly/Chell-
berg parking lot off Mineral Springs Road between 
U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter. Passes are required.

• “Is it a ‘Birdie’ or an ‘Eagle’?” from 7-9 a.m. 
Sundays, July 10-24, at Dunewood Camp-
ground off Golf Wood Road, Beverly Shores. 
Join a ranger to walk through a relativity unex-
plored area of the park. Birders of all levels are 
welcome. Take binoculars or borrow a pair from 
the park. Passes are required.

• Folk Music at the Farm with Save the Tunes 
from 5-6 p.m. Sundays, July 10-24, at Chell-
berg Farm. Local musicians from Save the Tunes 
will perform from the farmhouse porch. Take a 
blanket or folding chair. Passes are required.

• Leave No Trace Hike from 5-6:30 p.m. Sun-
day, July 10. Join a ranger for a hike on the 
Dune Ridge Trail that includes views of the Great 
Marsh. Guests also learn how to minimize human 
impacts in the parks through seven Leave No 
Trace principles. Passes are required. Meet at the 
parking lot north of U.S. 12 on East State Park 
Road (County Road 300 East), Beverly Shores.

• Sunset Around the Fire at the Pavilion from 
8-9 p.m. Wednesday, July 13, at Portage Lake-
front and Riverwalk, 100 Riverwalk Road. 
Catch a Lake Michigan sunset from the pavilion, 
and roast marshmallows from the fi replace.

• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-
hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and 
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available. 
Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for more details.

❑

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following program will be offered:

• Full Moon Hike from 8:30-10:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 13. Meet at the Nature Center for a 
short presentation about the moon, followed by a 
hike to Lake Michigan and back.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

Indiana Dunes National Park

http://www.nps.gov/indu
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The portrait of Ann Dobie was painted by Michigan City artist Connie Kassal.

Regional musical artists  
are the featured organists at the  

Wednesday Pipe Organ Concert Series 
at

Christ Church, 531 Washington St.  
The noon concerts begin at  

12:15 p.m. Central time.

The church is home to an
 1891 Roosevelt 

tracker pipe organ.

The 21st season runs 
through early August. 
Performing organists 

include  
Rhonda Edgington,  

William Hallier,   
Kent Jager, Mark Sudieth 

and Ann Taylor Dobie

Information: (219) 608-4719.

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL  
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app 

through options such as Apple and Google Play. 
Then, place holds on items using a customer ac-
count. Once at the library, check in using the app 
and clicking Pickup from the bottom of the screen 
(or calling the library location). An appointment no 
longer is needed. Add the parking space on the app 
if picking up from the main location. Enter infor-
mation in the instructions box if picking up holds 
placed on more than one account, or if needing addi-
tional assistance. A staff member brings held items 
to the vehicle. Customers using the app receive up-
dates as their requests are processed. Returns can 
be placed in book drops and be checked in within 
24 to 72 hours. At this time, there is no limit to the 
number of items customers can reserve and pick up 
during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
The following programs are planned:

• Girls Who Code Club (Grades 5-8) from 1-3 
p.m. Thursday, July 7, in the Main Library 
Multipurpose Room. Explore coding and tech-
nology, and build leadership skills.

• Maker Cart Pop Up from 4-5 p.m. Thursday, 
July 7, and Tuesday, July 12, at the Cool-
spring Branch. Explore Dash Robots, Ozobot, 
Sphero and other options, with help available 
from an expert. Youth also can stop by anytime to 
check out the Maker Cart.

• Virtual Author Talk with Alka Joshi from 
8-9 p.m. Thursday, July 7. Registration is re-
quired at libraryc.org/laportelibrary/18033 

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
July 8. The socially distanced storytime includes 
rhymes, music and activities.

• Teen Anime Club from 4:30-6 p.m. Monday, 
July 11, at the main library. Meet other teen 
anime fans through the club. Register through 
the website.

• Page Turners Book Club from noon-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 12, in Meeting Room B at the 
main library. Refreshments will not be served, 
but guests can take coffee or tea.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located 
at 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.
laportelibrary.org for more details, including 
programming through the Exchange building.

Have a story idea? Email drew@thebeacher.com

Jennifer S. Smart | NMLS #277082
219-262-6028 ext. 4805

Come on home!Come on home!

Member FDIC Centier Bank NMLS #408076

No matter where you are on 
your home buying journey,

I’m here to be your
home financing guide.

Contact me today!

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Masonry/Seawall Coatings

Long Beach Resident

Since 1997

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

“For the Birds” Exhibit
“For the Birds,” a new exhibit by Laurel Izard, 

debuts from 5-7 p.m. Friday, July 8, with a drum-
ming circle to follow, at The Depot Beverly Shores 
Museum and Art Gallery, 525 S. 
Broadway.

The exhibit taps into Izard’s con-
cerns about the plight of endangered 
and threatened birds. She uses vin-
tage quilttops because she fi nds the 
old fabrics and patterns “endlessly 
varied and beautiful,” according to 
a press release. Recently, she began 
creating portraits of endangered 
birds in oils on clay board. Since it 
takes six weeks or more to complete a hand-stitched 
quilt, the oils allow her to make portraits of more 
endangered birds.

Izard’s husband, Edwin Shelton, will lead a drum-
ming circle from 7-8 p.m. He has an MFA in sculp-
ture, teaches and has an studio in Michigan City.

Visit www.bsdepot.com for more details.

Izard

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

Bridgman Public Library
Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library’s latest Zoom 

program, “Summer Salads Demonstration” by cu-
linary instructor Mary Spencer, is at 6 p.m. EDT 
Tuesday, July 12.

Spencer owns Taste: A Cook’s Place, a cooking 
school in Northville, Mich. For the Zoom program, 
she will demonstrate how to make two summer sal-
ads: Oven Fried Chicken Salad with Buttermilk 
Ranch Dressing and Salmon Niçoise Salad with 
Black Olive Vinaigrette. Both recipes will be posted 
to the library’s website after the program.

Spencer will lead future Zoom cooking demon-
strations this fall: one on Instant Pot appetizers, 
the other on holiday desserts

The Zoom link is available at www.bridgmanli-
brary.com

Also, The Friends of the BPL Annual Used Book 
Sale is Friday-Saturday, July 8-9, in the library 
community room. All proceeds support the library.

Bridgman Public Library is located at 4460 Lake 
St. Call (269) 465-3663 for more details.

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
http://www.michianamechanical.com
mailto:mark@markcuri.com
http://www.bsdepot.com
http://www.bridgmanli-brary.Also
http://www.bridgmanli-brary.Also
http://www.bridgmanli-brary.Also
http://www.thebeacher.com
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In the Area
July 6-16 — Canterbury Summer Theatre,  

“The World Goes ‘Round,” Canterbury Theatre, 
807 Franklin St. Times: 2 p.m. Wed.-Thur., 
7:30 p.m. Fri., 6:30 p.m. Sat. Tickets: (219) 874-
4269, info@canterburytheatre.org. Info: www.
canterburytheatre.org

July 7 — Summer Reading Weekly Events: 
Family Movie & Craft, 10 a.m., Michigan City 
Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Screening: “The 
Little Mermaid.” Info: (219) 873-3049.

July 7 — Michigan City Municipal Band, 7:30 
p.m., Washington Park’s Guy F. Foreman Bicenten-
nial Amphitheater.

July 7 — Arts in the Park, LaPorte’s Fox Park. 
Liberty Bible Church/7 p.m.; preconcert: David 
Thornberry/6 p.m. July 6: LaPorte City Band/7 p.m. 
Info: contact@artsintheparklaporte.com

July 7 — Virtual Author Talk (Alka Joshi), 8-9 
p.m., through LaPorte County Public Library. Reg-
istration: libraryc.org/laportelibrary/18033

July 7-8 — Summer at Friendship Gardens: 
Freddy Jones Band, 7-9 p.m., Friendship Botanic 
Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12. Tickets: $50. Reserva-
tions: https://friendshipbotanicgardens.org

July 7, 12 — Maker Cart Pop Up, 4-5 p.m.,  Cool-
spring Library Branch, 6925 W. County Road 400 
North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

July 8 — MCPL Podcast Episode Release, 9 
a.m., through Michigan City Public Library. Link: 
Buzzsprout, www.mclib.org/podcast

July 8 — Opening reception, “For the Birds,” 5-7 
p.m., The Depot Beverly Shores Museum and Art 
Gallery, 525 S. Broadway. Info: www.bsdepot.com

July 9-16 — 176th Annual LaPorte County Fair, 
LaPorte County Fairgrounds, 2581 W. Indiana 2. 
Schedule: https://lpfair.com

July 11 — Teen Anime Club, 4:30-6 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

July 12 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

July 13 — Roosevelt Pipe Organ Series, Kent 
Jager, 12:15 p.m., Christ Church, 531 Washington 
St. Info: (219) 608-5358.

July 13 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling, 4 p.m., 

through Michigan City Public Library. Registration: 
(219) 873-3045

Through Oct. 21 — “moniquemeloche pres-
ents…,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.LubeznikCenter.org/Events

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in July — Needle Arts Club, 5:30-7 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Tuesdays in July — Makerspace: open lab 
hours, 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Saturdays in Michigan City — Michigan City 
Farmers Market, 8 a.m.-noon, Eighth & Washington 
streets. Info: farmersmarketmichigancity@gmail.com

Saturdays in LaPorte — LaPorte Farmers 
Market, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Lincolnway parking lot next to 
Mucho Mas. Info: laportefarmermarket@gmail.com

In the Region
July 6 — “Out of the Box Open Mic” with Matt 

Lenny, 7 p.m. EDT, The Box Factory for the Arts, 
1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Audience: $5. Per-
former registration: https://mattlenny.com/open-mic

July 7 — The Common Concert Series, 7-9 p.m. 
EDT, Buchanan, Mich. Entertainment: Resurrec-
tion Blues. Info: The Common - Buchanan, MI on 
Facebook.

July 7 — Marcia Ball, 8 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 
107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tick-
ets: general/$30, reserved/$55. Reservations: www.
acornlive.org

July 8 — Heartache Tonight: A Tribute to the 
Eagles, 8 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: general/$40, re-
served/$65. Reservations: www.acornlive.org

July 8-9 — The Friends of the Bridgman Public 
Library Annual Used Book Sale, library community 
room, 4460 Lake St. Info: (269) 465-3663.

July 8-10 — Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff. Block 
Party: 5-10 p.m. EDT July 8, KAC, 707 Lake Blvd., 
St. Joseph, Mich. Fair (all times Eastern): 10 a.m.-
6  p.m. July 9/10 a.m.-5 p.m. July 10. Ticket links: 
https://krasl.org/art-fair/tickets/

July 9 — Mike Dawes with Trevor Gordon Hall, 8 
p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: general/$20, reserved/$45. 
Reservations: www.acornlive.org

July 10 — Leave No Trace Hike, 5-6:30 p.m., 
parking lot north of U.S. 12 on East State Park 
Road (County Road 300 East), Beverly Shores. Info: 
www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-1882. 

July 12 — Bridgman (Mich.) Public Library Zoom 
program, “Summer Salads Demonstration,” 6 p.m. 
EDT. Zoom link: www.bridgmanlibrary.com

July 13 — Full Moon Hike, 8:30-10:30 p.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

mailto:info@canterburytheatre.org
http://www.canterburytheatre.org
http://www.canterburytheatre.org
mailto:contact@artsintheparklaporte.com
https://friendshipbotanicgardens.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.mclib.org/podcast
http://www.bsdepot.com
https://lpfair.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.LubeznikCenter.org/Events
mailto:farmersmarketmichigancity@gmail.com
mailto:laportefarmermarket@gmail.com
https://mattlenny.com/open-mic
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
https://krasl.org/art-fair/tickets/
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.bridgmanlibrary.com
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July 13 — Sunset Around the Fire at the Pavilion, 
8-9 p.m., Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk, 100 Riv-
erwalk Road. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.

July 13 — Kaitlin Rose & The Band of Thorns, 7 
p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: general/$15, reserved/$40. 
Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Through July 28 — “Transition,” Chesterton 
Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Artist reception: 
noon-2 p.m. July 9. Info: (219) 926-4711, www.ches-
tertonart.org

Through Oct. 2 — “WIRED: The Rise (and Fall) 
of Electric Cars,” The Studebaker National Museum, 
201 Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: 
$10/adults, $8.50/seniors 60+, $6/youth ages 6-18.  
Info: www.studebakermuseum.org, (574) 235-9714.

Through Oct. 30 — “The Avanti: America’s Most 
Advanced Automobile,” The Studebaker National 
Museum, The Studebaker National Museum, 201 
Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $10/
adults, $8.50/seniors 60+, $6/youth ages 6-18.  Info: 
www.studebakermuseum.org, (574) 235-9714.

Thursdays in July — Chellberg Farm Open 
House, 1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road parking lot 
between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, 
(219) 395-1882.

Thursdays (July 7-21) — Sunset Paddle at 
Marquette Lagoons, 6-8 p.m., Gary’s Miller Beach 
neighborhood. Limit 20 participants. Reservations: 
(219) 395-1882.

Fridays/Sundays in July — Mount Baldy Sun-
set Hike: 5-6:30 p.m. Fridays/9-11 a.m. Sundays, 
parking lot off U.S. 12. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, 
(219) 395-1882.

Saturdays in July — Pinhook Bog Open House, 
9 a.m.-noon, parking lot @ 700 N. Wozniak Road, 
Michigan City. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-
1882.

Saturdays in July — Beachcomber Hike with a 
Ranger, 8-9 a.m., Central Avenue Beach. Info: www.
nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.

Saturdays in Chesterton — European Market, 
8 a.m.-2 p.m., Broadway & Third Street. Info: (219) 
926-5513.

Sundays in July — Bailly/Chellberg History 
Hike, 2-4 p.m., Bailly/Chellberg parking lot off Min-
eral Springs Road, U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: www.nps.
gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.

Sundays (July 10-24) — “Is it a ‘Birdie’ or an 
‘Eagle’?,” 7-9 a.m., Dunewood Campground off Golf 
Wood Road, Beverly Shores. Info: www.nps.gov/
indu, (219) 395-1882.

Sundays (July 10-24) — Folk Music at the Farm 
with Save the Tunes, 5-6 p.m., Chellberg Farm, 
Bailly/Chellberg parking lot off Mineral Springs 
Road, U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, 
(219) 395-1882.

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Top Gun: 
Maverick.” Rated PG-13. Times: 6 p.m. July 7, 2:45 
p.m. July 8-9, 9:15 p.m. July 9, 2:45 p.m. July 10, 
6 p.m. July 11. Also: The Phantom of the Open.” 
Rated PG-13. Times: 6 & 9 p.m. July 8, 6 p.m. July 
9-10,  2:45 p.m. July 11. Also: Paintings by Annie 
Hickman  through late August. All times Eastern. 
Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. 
Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale.

Most All-Spring Plants Available.

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

July-October Hours
Thursday-Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

219-241-0335

Like Us 
on

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.ches-tertonart.org
http://www.ches-tertonart.org
http://www.ches-tertonart.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.nps
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http://www.vickerstheatre.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: drew@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroidery. 
Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. www.reprographicarts.com

DON’T BE LEFT OUT!
Lefty’s Pro Shop quality used all things golf sale! Starter sets $30 & up. 
50% off all in-stock items. Be sure to check out exciting items in Lefty’s 
Sports Apparel Corner. Off the rack and on yo back! One size fits all at 
Lefty’s. If we don’t have it, you don’t need it! Buy, sell or trade @ L.P.S. 
Call for appointments with Lefty & Olive. (219) 873-0858. SCOTUS 

gypsies in the Palace running amok! Lucrative book deals & dark money 
flowing in! Don’t forget some “Skis” for the “I Like Beer” lad. The new 

mantra is “Leave it to the turtle & his filibuster buddies in Congress.” Yogi, 
“Who killed the Kennedys?” POGO “It was You and Me.” Namaste.

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
La Porter Window Cleaning • (219) 841-1340 • Insured

Dryer Vent Cleaning, Pressure Washing. Same prices since 2014.
Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 

airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or 
rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

Kathleen would love to clean your home, office or vacation rental 
property. Call (269) 336-9154.

FANTASTIC GARDENERS
Enjoy your tidied-up green space. Your trusty neighborhood gardening 

services. Planting, organic fertilizing, mulching, shrub trimming/planting, 
all maintenance care. Perennial care, weeding, etc. 

Call Lindsey at (219) 851-0335

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

Mike Heyden Handyman Service
Over 40 years experience: carpentry, roof repairs, power washing, paint-

ing floors. No bull: Just honest work. Call Mike at (219) 916-0270.
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR HOME REPAIR

 ROOFING: Leak & shingle repairs, residential roofing (all types), drywall 
repairs, SIDING ALL TYPES: Fascia, soffits, metal wrap, GUTTERS  & 

DECKS, ALL INTERIOR PROJECTS. Framing, drywall, bathrooms, 
trim work, painting, flooring, minor electrical & plumbing. Hourly rates for 

minor work same day. Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015
Asphalt Doctor: paving, patching, sealcoating. 

Call (219) 336-4156.
DUMP TRUCK & DRIVER, up to 8 ton loads.

$100 per hr. Call (219) 336-4156
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES

Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Spring is Here! Interior/
Exterior painting. Services include: walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of 

interior painting. Siding, soffits, windows. House & deck washing/staining. 
Drywall replacement/repair. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. 

Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
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nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications possible. We leave 
houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reasonable. We 

would be very appreciative to work in your home. 
Call me at (219) 393-0529.

THE DECK DOCTOR
Wood’s expensive, protect your deck so it lasts! Power wash, stain/seal, 
exterior wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana 

since 1993. Call (219) 299-9461.
RADIUS PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Full service painting company, we do it all!

Free estimates! 100% customer satisfaction guarantee!
Call (219) 895-8767 for your free quote today!

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 

210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

Private Gardening Service
Perennial Care / Containers / Design

FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
RB’s SERVICES

Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (spring/fall cleanup). Lot clearings, 
haul away debris- house/garage, landscaping needs. Handyman work. 

Power washing – houses, drives, etc. In services since 1987.
Roger at (219) 561-4008.

S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622
MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

The Beacher is seeking someone to deliver the newspaper on 
Tuesdays. A few businesses are included among the stops, but it’s 

mostly homes in beach communities. The person, who will be paid, must 
have his/her own vehicle. The individual currently in the position will train 
the new employee for a few weeks to familiarize him/her with the route. If 
interested, call (219 879-0088 and ask for Drew Tallackson, email drew@

thebeacher.com or stop by our office, 911 Franklin St.
FOR SALE

LG washer unit (LGWM1388HW): 2.3 cu. ft., white, stack. Less than 2 
years old. Very gently used. $600 OBO. Call (219) 851-9856.

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
YARD SALE: Sat. July 9, 9 a.m.-Noon, 1607 Indianapolis (Stop 16) 
Black mink jacket, 12 Amari cups, 5 ft. brass/glass coffee table, Kem 

cards, framed art, small furn & more.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 

lures, reels, collectibles, toys, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.
HOME WATCH

NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES
Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,
licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you 

in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077. 

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher’s office hours are:

Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed: Saturday & Sunday

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch.com
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
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The Island by Adrian McKintey (hardcover, 
$28 retail in bookstores and online; also available 
as an eBook and an audiobook. 370 pages.)

Compulsive reading. That’s what this book is all 
about. It’s a nail-biting story of greed and revenge 
played out against an unforgiving landscape. Ever 
fancy a trip “down under”? You may think twice af-
ter reading this thriller.

Tom, 44, lost his wife to a fall in the home, deemed 
an accident. One year later, he marries 24-year-old 
Heather. She now is step-mother to Olivia, 14, and 
Owen, 12. They hate her. She’s tried her best, but 
the children miss their mother too much to accept 
this interloper.

Tom is an orthopedic surgeon in Seattle. He uses 
an invitation to be 
the keynote speaker 
at a medical confer-
ence in Australia as 
a chance for a family 
vacation in-between 
his meetings. Maybe 
this time is what his 
kids need to get to 
know Heather. Great 
idea? Or a great di-
saster?

The fi rst day in 
Australia, they hire 
a car and drive along 
the coast, stopping at 
a roadside stand for 
refreshments. They 
discover there’s a fer-
ry to a private island 
nearby and talk the 
men into letting them go so the kids can see some 
koalas and maybe some kangaroos.

One of the men is eager to take the American’s 
money, but the other tries to discourage them from 
going. Money and the kids’ whining win out…

It doesn’t turn out the way the kids thought it 
would — no koalas to be seen — and soon, an argu-
ment ensues. Tom takes a wrong road and is driving 
too fast. He doesn’t see the woman on the bike fl ying 
across the road until the sickening thud…

The young woman is dead. What to do? They try 
to hide the body and make it off the island before 
anyone notices she’s missing. Of course, they will 
notify the police on the mainland. Tell that to the 
two men who see them at the side of the road…

The family is herded to a house where explana-
tion and profuse apologies by Tom don’t move the 
leader of the island families: a callous, large and 
mean woman they call Ma O’Neill.  However, a deal 
for $500K is fi nally struck — grief can be so quick-
ly assuaged — but Danny, fi ancé of the deceased, 
shows up, announces he doesn’t want their money. 
He wants revenge on Tom and Olivia to take the 

place of the dead woman. Wait…wha?
Yes, this island seems to be a country unto itself, 

ruled by Ma and her extended family. They’re the old 
“eye for an eye” philosophy, unless a large amount of 
money is on the table, of course. But Danny decides 
otherwise, suddenly goes berserk, pulls a knife and 
stabs Tom.

Now, it gets really ugly…
The kids and Heather are tied up in an outbuild-

ing and Tom’s body is hauled away. You won’t need a 
dictionary to understand the full meaning of cruelty 
and vengeance in what follows next…

Heather, Olivia and Owen fi nally manage a dar-
ing escape during the night. Now begins a race to 
get to the coast and somehow on the ferry boat and 
back to the mainland. But wait…Heather makes a 
decision that will change all their lives…

She soon tires of running and hiding from Ma’s 
clan. Water and food are hard to fi nd, and she real-
izes she wants revenge on these people. I found my-
self tiptoeing behind Heather trying to anticipate 
her next move…well-calculated moves that belie 
her normally quiet demeanor.

No matter what the kids think of her, Heather 
now becomes the mama bear protecting her fam-
ily, seeing they have good hiding places and at least 
water to drink while quietly planning her next sur-
prise for the O’Neill clan.

Swimming to the mainland might have been an 
option, but the water is full of sharks. Trying to com-
mander the ferry boat is their only chance of escape 
from the island. But fi rst:

You know that phrase “hell hath no fury…?” If 
they can’t get off the island, Heather will make the 
clan suffer. Trust me, they won’t know what hit 
them. Ingenious what she comes up with…

Olivia and Owen begin to see Heather in a differ-
ent light as she takes charge. They see a changed 
stepmother: not the quiet Heather, but a more Vi-
king-style woman, fearless and adept at hiding and 
wrecking havoc on Ma’s family. The kids now listen 
to her, and a bond begins to form.

Did I mention the elderly German couple also on 
the ferry with Tom and Heather and the kids? Won-
der what happened to them…

Caution: Violence, gunplay and cruelty may be 
too much for the more sensitive.

This is an exciting, imaginative summer read. I 
was exhausted by the end. Just remember to lather 
on the sunscreen because you’ll be so into this story, 
you’re liable to get sunburn!

And look for it soon as a Hulu original series. But 
please — read the book fi rst!

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

BEVERLY SHORES

5br/2.2ba / $495,000
John Blackburn • 219.771.1928 

9WestAtwater.info

LAPORTE

4br/2ba / $449,500
Will Schauble • 312.860.4192 

1402Indiana.info

LAPORTE

2br/2ba / $399,000
Michael Jefvert • 312.316.9151 

 855N250E.info

LONG BEACH 

4br/3ba / $1,475,000
Kelly Gausselin • 708.243.0952 

2961LakeShoreDr.info

BEVERLY SHORES 

3br/1.1ba / $695,000
Karen Pavy • 219.210.0494 

27SShore.info

LONG BEACH 

5br/5ba / $2,950,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012 
2302LakeShoreDrive.info

LAPORTE

8br/10ba / $1,499,000
David Albers • 219.728.7295 

6445Division.info

LAPORTE

6br/6.2ba / $3,150,000
Will Schauble • 312.860.4192 

5716E1000N.info

LAPORTE

4br/4.2ba / $2,650,000
Liz Roch • 312.636.8751 

 354East1000.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360
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