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A Thing of Beauty
by William Halliar

L
aPorte County can boast many a natural 
vista to inspire the eye of those who visit 
our Lake Michigan shore. Ask 100 people, 
and you will get 100 answers about what 

is most inspiring. To some, it is our unparalleled fi -
ery sunsets, or the Chicago skyline across sparkling 
clear waves. To others, it is the gently rolling sands 
of the Indiana Dunes or the brightly colored fl owers 
of Friendship Botanic Gardens.

Some appreciate the creations of man, consider-
ing them objects of beauty as well. The tall, graceful 
observation tower at Washington Park Zoo, or the 
curving arch of a movable bridge. These are beauti-
ful not only for their artistic form and style, but also 
for their usefulness to man and the community.

Michigan City’s Franklin Street bridge truly is 
unique — a thing of beauty. People who visit our 
beach and old lighthouse stop whatever they are do-
ing when the klaxon sounds, watching as the old 
bridge begins its slow ascent towards the sky.

The untold thousands each year who cross Trail 
Creek may not think twice about the bridge that 
takes them over the narrow channel. Folks may sit 
in their cars, fuming, as they wait what may seem 
endless minutes as the old bridge moves silently up 
to allow the passing of a tall mast, then settles back 
into place on smooth babbitt bearings.

“This bridge is an amazing structure: We are 
lucky to have it,” says Andy Skwiat. He’s with 

Thanks to photographer Josh McIntyre for taking this photo for The Beacher.

Continued on Page 2
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Another more permanent bridge was constructed 
in 1858, only to be torn down in the 1880s. That was 
when it became obvious the creek had to be dredged 
and the harbor expended for larger ships, accommo-
dating the burgeoning lumber and grain trade that 
would become Michigan City harbor’s mainstay. It 
was in 1858 that the area saw the construction of 
our old lighthouse that replaced a conical-shaped 
structure located on the grounds since 1837.

According to an article written on Feb. 12, 1983, 
by Walter C. Calvert, “In 1883 all of the bridges were 
removed and the creek was dredged, deepened and 
straightened for a distance of one mile. The town 
operated ferries at the foot of Franklin and another 

at Fourth Street which re-
placed the many bridges.”

In another article from 
The Evening Dispatch 
on May 20, 1932, titled 
“Pioneer Resident Pens 
Story of Franklin Street 
Bridge Problem,” the au-
thor writes of the ferries, 
“Earlier, I think, they had 
to scull the ferry but af-
terwards they put a chain 
across the creek. The ferry 
was not so bad until the 
ice came in, which the 
tugs soon broke up, but 
with the fl oating ice it was 
still hazardous.”

A bridge was needed, 
but what kind of bridge 
would allow ships to pass 

by while still being available for vehicular and foot 
traffi c to the lakefront?

Enter Michigan City Mayor Martin T. Krueger 
(1853-1945). His vision for what would become 
Washington Park is the stuff of legends. Accord-
ing to historian Bob Kaser, when Krueger became 
mayor of the city in 1889, the lakefront could be 
described as “a squalid Skid Row.” After a visit to 
Chicago’s Lincoln Park, he began to dream of such a 
fi ne lakefront park for his hometown. The dream of 
such a park “haunted” Krueger.

After what Krueger described as “a long uphill 
battle,” he obtained approval to build a bridge over 
the now navigable creek.

Marques Electric Inc., and the project team leader 
on a recent renovation project that brought the old 
bridge back to a condition that approaches brand 
new. Tom Walma, manager and project engineer at 
Harrison Electric Inc., which oversaw the replace-
ment of electric drive motors and brakes for the 
bridge, speaks of his amazement, that even though 
the bridge is 90 years old, operating gears show 
hardly any wear because the tolerances have been 
held so closely and the bridge so well-maintained.

A Thing of Beauty
Continued from Page 1

Workers adjust the gears inside the bridge.

When the old Michigan Road from the Ohio River 
through Indianapolis to the mouth of Trail Creek 
was completed in 1834, the vision of a usable harbor 
at Michigan City was only a dream. The mouth of 
Trail Creek as it entered Lake Michigan was consid-
ered a “natural harbor,” but it was hardly navigable.

Fixed wooden bridges spanned the creek in sever-
al places. Early reports tell us that as early as 1833, 
a timber bridge was built across the creek, and in 
1842 a more permanent structure erected by Addi-
son Blair. In 1836, the fi rst commercial ship, Sea 
Serpent, docked at the mouth of Trail Creek and in 
1837, the fi rst harbor light, a lantern mounted on a 
high post, was installed.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
http://www.thebeacher.com
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The swing bridge Krueger built in the middle 
of the creek was dubbed, “The Bridge that made 
Washington Park a reality.” Krueger’s bridge was 
built in 1892-1893 on a pillar of stone and steel in 
the middle of Trail Creek. It allowed vehicles and 
foot traffi c to cross the creek, then swing in a direc-
tion parallel to the fl ow of the creek to allow large 
ships access to turning basins further inland.

The fi rst bridge circa 1891, with the old lighthouse in the background

Krueger’s swing bridge was replaced in 1906 by 
a single-span “lift bridge” made of steel and wood. 
This second bridge had problems from its fi rst day. 
Headlines of an Oct. 3, 1907, Michigan City news-
paper inform readers, “The New Bridge Makes 
a Bow.” It continues, “Structure has its own ideas 
about going up and down,” not a good idea for a 
public bridge. The conclusion was that the “motors 
failed to do their work.”

The second bridge circa 1908.

As the public assembled to watch the test of the 
new bridge, it was reported by the same paper that, 
“through the entire afternoon and up until nearly 5 
o’clock Superintendent Inglesby and his assistants 
teased the bridge to come down from its lofty posi-
tion but their efforts proved to no avail.” Suddenly, 
the big span came down seemingly of its own ac-
cord. It was later determined the motors and drive 
train were at fault.

At the time this second bridge was installed, locals 
bragged it was taller than any bridge structure in 

Continued on Page 4
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FInd more events at 
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Buddy Pearson 3
Wednesday, June 15  |  7pm ET 

Water Street Wranglers
Wednesday, June 22  |  7pm ET 

Abbie Thomas Band
Wednesday, June 29  |  7pm ET 

Open Mic Night with
The Edgar Willbury Experience
Wednesday, July 6  |  7pm ET 

Kaitlin Rose & The Thorns 
Wednesday, July 13  |  7pm ET  

Mike Struwin Band 
Wednesday, July 20  |  7pm ET 

Sankofa
Wednesday, July 27  |  7pm ET 

Chicago Farmer & The Fieldnotes
Wednesday, August 3  |  7pm ET 

The Backups & The Get Downs
Wednesday, August 10  |  7pm ET 

Lake Effect Jazz Big Band
Wednesday, August 17  |  7pm ET 
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Chicago. The Evening News on Aug. 20, 1907, boast-
ed: “When completed the bascule bridge at Franklin 
Street will be 30 feet higher than any similar struc-
ture in the city of Chicago. It will be 106 feet above 
the street level, while the highest lift in Chicago is 
only 78 feet.” Perhaps this height, and the size and 
weight of the single span, proved the bridge’s undo-
ing since wind shear causes great strain on such a 
structure and must be taken into consideration as 
the bridge is designed.   

This second bridge came to a sudden end when 
on June 24, 1910, it was struck by the stern of the 
steam ship United States, which was being towed 
backwards by a tug. The single span of wood and 
steel came crashing into Trail Creek, only to be res-
urrected as a shadow of its former self. 

A Thing of Beauty
Continued from Page 3

The second bridge collapsed on June 24, 1910.

A temporary pontoon bridge was quickly built, 
with some cross traffi c taken up again by harbor 
residents with ferry boats.

The third bridge circa 1925-1929.

A quick fi x was to construct a third bridge out of 
parts salvaged from the second bridge. It also was a 
single-span structure with a design much like that 
of the bridge it replaced. The weight of the single 
span proved to be too much for the drive system. In 
July 1930, the main drive shaft cracked. The bridge 

could not open or close; thus, the third movable 
bridge over Trail Creek bit the dust.

The fourth and present movable bridge, being a 
double-span bascule design, was a thing of beauty 
since its birth on a designer’s drawing board. It was 
dedicated in May 1932. A newspaper at the time re-
ported that the “Big Bridge was Perfect.” The article 
continued that the bridge was “raised and lowered 
many times without a squeak or a grind...proving 
entirely satisfactory.”

Photographer Josh McIntyre took this photo for The Beacher.

The new bridge (now in service for 90 years) is a 
bascule bridge. It weighs 500 tons and cost $280,000 
to build in 1932. A bascule bridge is a movable one 
with a counter weight that delicately balances 
with the weight of the cantilevered structure of the 
bridge to aid in lifting. The Franklin Street bridge 
is so precisely balanced, a single span can be lifted 
with a hand crank if need be.

The name bascule comes from the French term for 
“balance scale.” The design has an interesting his-
tory with its origin in medieval Normandy, where 
it was used in ancient castles to span the moat and 
secure the main gate as a door.

Amsterdam can claim to have the most bascule 
bridges in the world, while our large metropolitan 
neighbor to the west has the honor of being home to 
the most bascule bridges in the United States, with 
nearly 40 over the Chicago River alone.

In Indiana, there is but one bascule bridge. It 
spans our very own Tail Creek. It is 90 years young 
this year. A well-maintained wonder of engineering.

It is, indeed, a thing of beauty.

Some of the detail involved in the bridge’s motors.
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1601 W U.S. 20, Porter
At Exit 22-B on Interstate 94 
(Burns Harbor and Porter )

(219) 929-1045

FREE 32-INCH ROCKETS ($12 VALUE)
WITH $100 PURCHASE, in addition to normal bonus.

Expiration Date July 11, 2022.
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arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Masonry/Seawall Coatings

Long Beach Resident

Since 1997

The Region of Three Oaks Museum will celebrate 
Three Oaks High School with a new exhibit that de-
buts Saturday, June 11. 

Three Oaks High School closed in 1966 when 
Three Oaks merged with New Troy schools to form 
River Valley School District. The exhibit includes 
uniforms of athletes, cheerleaders and band mem-
bers, as well as other memorabilia.

The display coincides with a long-delayed reunion 
for Three Oaks “Oakers,” which was postponed by 
COVID-19.

Also June 11, the museum will offer a walking 
tour of Three Oaks’ Elm Street. TROTOM board 
member Nick Bogert has been collecting images 
and stories of Elm Street history for more than 
two years. During the four-block tour, Bogert will 
tell the “stories behind the storefronts,” and show 
photos of Elm Street in decades past on a computer 
screen. The tour begins at 1 p.m. EDT at the mu-
seum, 5 Featherbone Ave. The tour is free; however, 
donations are welcome.

At 3 p.m. EDT is a program sponsored by Three 
Oaks’ The Biggest Little Baseball Museum. 

Bill Heward, who started his education at Three 
Oaks Elementary, will share his experience with 
the last of the barnstorming baseball teams: the In-
dianapolis Clowns. He spent four seasons with the 

Three Oaks Museum Display, Special Events

team and wrote Some Are Called Clowns, refl ecting 
on his time with them.  

A 1967 River Valley High School graduate, 
Heward became an Ohio State University professor.  
He has written and contributed to several books on 
behavioral analysis, and given lectures and work-
shops in more than 20 countries. He has published 
more than 100 journal articles and nine books about 
behavior analysis.  

The museum is open from noon-5 p.m. EDT 
Friday-Sunday through October. Visit www.
regionofthreeoaksmuseum.com for more details.

A photo of Bill Heward during his time with the Indianapolis Clowns.

Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
http://www.regionofthreeoaksmuseum.com
http://www.regionofthreeoaksmuseum.com
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33554455 MMAANNIITTOOUU TTRRAAIILL •• DDUUNNEELLAANNDD BBEEAACCHH,, IINN
A spectacular opportunity awaits you in Duneland Beach on a large, secluded, 2 parcel piece of property nestled high up 
in the trees on a huge lot. This home was originally designed by a renowned architect and has been stripped on the 
inside to allow for modern features with the charm of the 1920's architecture. This is a gem and a once in a lifetime 
opportunity. Plans already done and can be emailed per request.

44 BBeeddrroooommss//33 BBaatthhrroooommss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$11,,665500,,000000 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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Equal play for all.
That’s the goal behind 

Bluhm County Park’s new 
inclusive playground that is 
nearing completion. 

“Traditional playgrounds, 
even those that are handi-
capped accessible, can often 
leave kids with special needs 
feeling isolated or separated 
from the group,” said Laura 
Moyer, LaPorte County Parks 
recreation and education pro-
grammer. “This will help all 
children learn how to play to-
gether, regardless of abilities. I 
love that it features equipment 
that is accessible to parents 
and children, and that is tai-
lored toward every child, with 
and without disabilities. On top 
of it being wheelchair accessi-
ble, there are areas for children 
with autism and for children 
with hearing disabilities.”

The playground is not only 
a fi rst for LaPorte County Parks, but also one of the 
few such play areas in the state, she said. Bluhm 
Park is located at 3855 S. County Road 1100 West 

in Westville. 
The special playground, 

which replaces a structure 
more than 20 years old, was 
supported by a $250,000 
Healthcare Foundation of 
LaPorte grant. In addition, 
the LaPorte County council 
and commissioners approved 
$70,000 to pave the parking 
lot. The LaPorte County Park 
Foundation will contribute 
more than $50,000 to install 
a new restroom with running 
water and a septic system. 

“We are glad to fi nally have 
an all-inclusive playground at 
one of our county parks,” La-
Porte County Parks Superin-
tendent Jeremy Kienitz said. 
“It is something we’ve talked 
about for a long time and just 
never had the funds to tackle.”

Thanking all the agencies 
that helped fund the effort, 
Kienitz added, “This was tru-

ly a collaborative effort that we expect to enhance 
the quality of life for the people of LaPorte County 
for years to come.”

LaPorte County Parks Staff Eager to Unveil Inclusive Playground
by Kim Nowatzke

All photos provided
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The 5,576-square-foot play-
ground, titled Unlimited Play, con-
tains a spinner, swings (including 
one with a backrest), a rock-climb-
ing area, fi ve ramp and alterna-
tive climber pathways, a double 
slide for side-by-side parallel play 
and other unique jungle gym at-
tractions. There are sensory pan-
els for manipulative, imaginative, 
social, tactical and musical play. 
There’s also an age-appropriate 
structure for 2- to 5-year-olds, in 
addition to the main one designed 
for 5- to 12-year-olds. 

“The goal is having a play 
area for all abilities to interact 
by stretching their imagination, 
testing a variety of physical chal-
lenges and spending time having 
fun together,” Moyer said. 

In addition to Unlimited Play, 
there is a Quiet Grove area that 
combines the soothing benefi ts of nature with sen-
sory activities to help children alleviate stress with-
out having to leave the playground. The shelter is 
perfect for socially distant gatherings. 

The new playground offers wheelchair access up 
to a 60” deck with more than 72 feet of ramp play, 
including a transfer station. The surface material is 
an engineered wood fi ber, which is ADA accessible. 
At press time, the play area is open, but not entirely 
complete for wheelchair access. The parks depart-
ment hopes to have the entire project completed by 
July, provided the materials and products come in 
as planned. 

“Accessible playground equipment offers benefi ts 
for all children,” Moyer said. “For children who have 
mobility or other challenges, a handicap-accessible 
playground allows them to play, too. Something as 
simple as accessible surfacing can make playground 
equipment navigable for wheelchairs and the people 
who use them. For children with challenges, accessi-
ble play areas and wheelchair-accessible playground 
equipment let them play and be children, just like 
everyone else. Play is crucial for human develop-
ment, the growth of social skills and self-confi dence.” 

An inclusive playground benefi ts kids without 
disabilities, too. 

“Connecting with children of different back-
grounds and abilities encourages empathy, as well 
as social and emotional skills that will benefi t chil-
dren throughout their entire lives,” Moyer contin-
ued. “Children who can cooperate and play with 
children of all ability levels and all backgrounds 
will be more prepared for a diverse world and work-
place as adults.”

And a playground such as Unlimited Play ben-
efi ts more than just children. 

“We tend to think that it’s the child we need to ac-
commodate,” Moyer added. “Yet there are far more 
parents and grandparents with disabilities than 
children. Cross-generational play is imperative to 
building strong families. Adults who have mobil-
ity issues can benefi t from wheelchair-accessible 
playgrounds because these playgrounds allow them 
to go to the park with their child and spend time 
together. Inclusive play areas also allow adults of 
varying ages and abilities to actively engage with 
the children in their care. The playground can be-
come a truly multi-generational gathering space for 
community enjoyment, socialization, healthy bodies 
and imaginative fun.”

Two special events are planned to celebrate the 
new playground. First, an Inclusive Play event is 
from 2:30-4:30 p.m. Sunday, July 17. Crafts and 
music are planned. Call (219) 325-8315 to register. 
Then, an Inclusive Playground Grand Opening with 
a ribbon-cutting is at 10 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 13. 
The ceremony includes refreshments, a dedication 
talk, LaPorte County Parks giveaways and coloring 
pages of the playground. 

(Visit www.laportecountyparks.org or the “La-
Porte County Parks” page on Facebook for more de-
tails.)

http://www.laportecountyparks.org
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GREAT LOCATION
RIGHT NEAR THE BEACH

HANDIMAN SPECIAL 
$749,000

JUST 
LISTED

2300 HAZELTINE, LONG BEACH

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Timothy Perry
219-814-2000
Tsperry.com

The Michigan City High School Athletic Booster 
Club announced senior student athletes who re-
ceived the Athletic Booster Club Scholarship.

Students must be in good standing, have a mini-
mum of a 2.5 GPA, have two varsity letters, with one 

MCHS Athletic Booster Club Scholarship

Caroline Kearney Charlotte Bartlett Christian McDaniel Cory Stevenson Danielle Fricke Emma Heitmann

Gavin Kaletha Katie Nichols Luke Poulin Nick Lemon Sela Van Buskirk Taylor Skibinski

in his/her senior year, be attending a college, univer-
sity or trade school, and their parents/guardians must 
be club members for three of their four years of high 
school. The scholarship is paid for through the 50/50 
raffl e at home football and boys basketball games.
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Five Tips for Taking Care of Your Trees
1. Don’t prune ANY oaks from April 15th to September 30th.  Oak wilt spreads readily during this 

time.  Oak wilt will immediately kill any infected trees and will spread to your trees via root 
grafts if your neighbor prunes their oaks and they get infected. There is no treatment or cure 
for infected trees. Prevention is your Only choice.   

2. Don’t “spike” your trees. Spiking causes wounds that lead to infection and tree decline.  
Anyone who spikes trees is causing long-term damage to the trees.

3. Avoid damage to the roots.  Large trucks cause soil compaction and digging up roots cause 
frayed wounds that can’t heal and create access points for pathogens (fungi) that start root 
rot and weaken the trees structural stability. Lawn mowers can also cause damage to the root 
flares. 

4. Keep a good amount of natural leaf litter and organic matter covering the roots under the 
canopy.  Blowing leaves away from your trees can kill the fibrous roots by drying the exposed 
soil.   

5. Consult an ISA Certified Arborist before doing anything to your tree.  

Complete Tree Service Professionals
Arborist & Construction Consulting

Tree Pruning & Removals
Stump Grinding & Lot Clearing

Plant Health Care & Treatments
Pest & Disease Analysis

Storm Damage Removals

   Christian Siewert MI-0549A         
             ISA Certified Arborist on Staff

269-756-2571 www.treephilosophy.info treephilosophy@yahoo.com
TRAINED, EDUCATED, UP TO DATE, ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

http://www.treephilosophy.info
mailto:treephilosophy@yahoo.com
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8 MAPLE STREET      THREE OAKS, MI         269.340.0346
OPEN EVERY DAYWOMEN’S MEN’S SHOES JEWELRY HOME GIFT

GIFTS & GEAR FOR HIM

Michigan City Municipal Band
Michigan City Municipal Band’s 154th season be-

gins at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 9, at Washington 
Park’s Guy F. Foreman Bicentennial Amphitheater.

The season consists of 10 free Thursday concerts 
through Aug. 11. All concerts last about an hour. 
Soloists include Gunnery Sgt. Hiram Diaz, eupho-
nium, from the U.S. 
Marine Band (July 28); 
Dr. George Wolfe, saxo-
phone (June 23); Anne 
Marie Bice, soprano 
(June 16 and 30); and 
Rick AmRhein, bari-
tone/narrator (July 14). 
Additional soloists will 
be announced later in 
the season.

The world premiere 
of “Where the Stormy 
Winds Blow” by Dr. 
Jesse Ayers is July 14. 
It is based on a true story, recorded in the Library 
of Congress, about a Lake Michigan shipwreck. 
AmRhein will serve as narrator and baritone solo-
ist, and the audience will be invited to sing along 
with a Lake Michigan sea shanty. On July 28, Tom 
Davoren’s “Concerto for Euphonium and Band” will 
showcase the band with Diaz.

The June 9 concert repertoire is:
• “Fanfare for the Common Man,” by Aaron Copland.
• “Sinatra in Concert,” arr. Jerry Nowak.
• “A Hymn of Peace,” by Daniel Chisham.
• “Heartbeat Song,” by Kelly Clarkson.
• “Grandmother Song,” by Brent Michael Davids.                       
• “Don’t Stop Me Now,” by Freddie Mercury.                                          
• “Who’s That Masked Man?,” by Jay Bocook.
• “Prayer for Ukraine,” by Mykola Lysenko.
• “How Far I’ll Go,” by Lin-Manuel Miranda.
• “America, the Beautiful,” arr. Warren Barker.

The band’s two opening numbers honor the late 
Bruce Fischer, who played percussion in the band 
for several decades.  

To provide some levity in the wake of the pandemic, 
the band will present a medley of famous characters 
who wear masks: The Phantom of the Opera, The 
Lone Ranger, The Incredibles and Spider-Man. They 
are featured in the piece “Who’s That Masked Man?”

Jeffrey Scott Doebler is the conductor, Quincy 
Ford the assistant conductor and Rick Carlson the 
announcer. Parking on Lake Shore Drive is prohibit-
ed; it is available in lots closest to the amphitheater, 
as well as at the senior center. Entrance to the park 
is free with a park sticker; otherwise, there is a fee.

Jeffrey Scott Doebler (left)
and Quincy Ford.

Classifi ed ads do the trick!
Visit www.thebeacher.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
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1900 Springland Avenue     Michigan City, IN  46360     219.872.8624     info@pottcc.com

POTTAWATTOMIE.COM

If you’re looking for a club that improves every year                          

If you’re looking for a great                                                           
“no tee time” Golf Course 

If swimming and pickleball are for you

   And, because we’re welcoming! 

If you want wonderful dining options

If more social events                                     
would add to your fun  

mailto:info@pottcc.com


June 9, 2022Page 14
THE

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public.

The front doors are open. Public seating is avail-
able, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• Duneland Stamp Club from 4-5 p.m. Thurs-

day, June 9. The club meets the second Thurs-
day of each month. New members are invited.

• MCPL Podcast Episode Release at 9 a.m. 
Friday, June 10. “Discussions with Miss Dana” 
includes upcoming books and interviews with a 
librarian. Listen on Buzzsprout or through www.
mclib.org/podcast.

• Chalk the Walk from 1-2 p.m. Monday, June 
13. Help decorate the sidewalk with ocean ani-
mals and scenes celebrating the Summer Read-
ing Program theme (the program starts June 12). 
Dress to get messy and for the weather. Contact 
Miss Dana at dwolf@mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3045 for more details.

• Summer Reading Program Kick-Off: The 
Magic of Steve Kellogg from 10-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 15. The family program is free.

• Tinkercad 3-D Modeling from 4-5 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 15. Youth ages 9-17 get an 

Michigan City Public Library
introduction to 3-D design, art and printing. No 
prior experience is necessary. Participants get a 
free 3-D print of their creations (printing time is 
limited to fi ve hours per participant). Registra-
tion is required. Call Dave at (219) 873-3045 for 
details.

• Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7 p.m. Mondays 
in June (except June 20. Membership to the 
group, formerly known as the Knit Club, is open 
to anyone interested in needle arts such as cro-
chet, needlepoint, cross-stitch, crewel, tatting 
and other hand stitching. All skill levels and ages 
are welcome.

• Makerspace: open lab hours from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays in June. Youth ages 6-17 can create 
with LEGO WeDo, Micro Bits, paper circuits and 
Ozobots. Children 12 and younger must have a 
parent or guardian attend with them. 

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Virtual Story Time with Take-Home Craft. A 
new storytime video is posted at 10 a.m. Wednes-
days on the library  website and YouTube channel 
at www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/ Visit Youth 
Services to get the craft! The program is aimed at 
children through age 5. Contact the Youth Servic-
es department at (219) 873-3045 for more details.

❑

Two new services are available:
• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 

of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.

❑

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 
Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

http://www.mclib.org/podcast
http://www.mclib.org/podcast
mailto:dwolf@mclib.org
http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
http://www.mclib.org
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110 W. 9th St., Michigan City • (219) 243-7136

Hours: 

Tuesday
4-10 p.m.

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Sunday
11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

www.agavemansion.com

Three Oaks Flag Day
The Three Oaks Flag Day Parade will celebrate 

70 years at 2:30 p.m. EDT Sunday, June 12, with a 
fl ag-raising ceremony at Elm and Maple streets.

A fl yover by a World War II military plane over 
downtown Three Oaks signifi es the start of the free 
70th Flag Day Parade at 3 p.m. EDT. The route 
starts at Buckeye Street and moves south on Elm 
Street, turns west on Linden Street and ends at 
the American Legion. The grand marshal is Gloria 
Priest, who served in the Army during the Korean 
War in 1950-1951. In addition to the many service 
units, tractors and classic cars, the parade will in-
clude the newly crowned Flag Day Royalty, Princess 
Kaylee Bahena and Prince Isaac Cummings, Three 
Oaks/River Valley royalty and many others.

The fourth annual Three Oaks Flag Day 5K/Walk 
is at 9 a.m. EDT Saturday, June 11. All proceeds ben-
efi t the Ronald McDonald House and River Valley 
Cross Country Team. Visit tinyurl.com/2ubk6p5d to 
register.

A Quilts of Valor presentation is at 1 p.m. EDT 
Saturday, June 11, at the Carver Park pavilion.  

Other weekend events include: a pancake break-
fast at the Three Oaks Fire Department; The Flag 
Day Motorcycle Dice Run on Saturday, June 11, 
which starts at American Legion Post 204; Flag 
Day Market on Saturday and Sunday; Music in the 
Park at Dewey Cannon Park on Saturday, June 11; 
BoneNaked at The Featherbone Restaurant on Sat-
urday, June 11; and two days of live entertainment 
are at American Legion Post 204. 

Visit www.threeoaksfl agday.com for more details.

Garden and Art Walk
Beverly Shores will host its Garden and Art Walk 

from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, June 11.
The theme is “Up on a Dune.” Five gardens are 

open to guests. Advance tickets are $10 at www.
absr.org, or $15 the day of the walk.

Check-in is from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at The Depot, 525 
S. Broadway, where a free shuttle bus is available.

http://www.threeoaksfl
http://www.absr.org
http://www.absr.org
http://www.agavemansion.com
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                                              at the Schoolhouse Shop
278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304

 (219) 926-5001 Closed Tuesdays

Dune
  Clothiers

apparel for
men & women

FRESH NEW SUMMER ARRIVALS 

FOR BOTH WOMEN AND MEN!
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Long Beach Summer Camp
Applications available June 1, 2022!

Dates: June 20 – August 5
Days: Monday – Friday
Time: 9:00 – 11:30

Registration forms are available at the Long
Beach Town Hall, Long Beach Community
Center, and online at longbeachin.org.

Any questions email
longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com.

Weekly Themes
Week 1: Great Outdoors
Week 2: Holidays, Hooray!
Week 3: Kaboom!

(No Camp July 4)
Week 4: Construction Chaos
Week 5: All Star Sports
Week 6: Shark Week
Week 7: Superheroes

Ages: 3-11
Fee: Resident Full Camp: $160.00

Non-Resident Full Camp: $220.00
Resident Weekly: $60.00
Non-Resident Weekly: $80.00

Location: Long Beach Community Center

Beverly Shores will host its Garden and Art 
Walk on Saturday, June 11, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. themed Up on a Dune. Five gardens 
with magnificent vistas are open to guests. 
Advance tickets are $10 at www.absr.org, or 
$15 the day of the walk, and include entry for 
an original watercolor raffle.  Check in at The 

Depot, 525 S. Broadway in Beverly Shores, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. for 
a map and a wristband for the free shuttle bus.

NB Library Community Forum

Warren Dunes Explorer Guide Mike Latus will 
present a program on beach rocks at 6:30 p.m. EDT 
Tuesday, June 14, at New Buffalo Township Library, 
33 N. Thompson St.

Latus, a former River Valley schools math and 
science teacher, runs programs at the state park 
that cover a wide range of scientifi c subjects, from 
astronomy and geology to local plant life.

The free program is part of the Friends of the Li-
brary’s Community Forum series. Face masks are 
optional in accordance with CDC guidelines.

Warren Dunes Explorer Guide Mike Latus.

Queen of All Saints Festival
The Queen of All Saints Festival returns June 

10-12, complete with music and food, on the church 
grounds, 606 S. Woodland Ave.

Friday hours are 5-11 p.m., with Nawty perform-
ing at 7 p.m. Saturday hours are 5-11 p.m., with 
The Opry Rock Party at 7 p.m. Sunday hours are 
noon-10 p.m. Bags tournament registration is at 
noon, with Steel Country performing at 6 p.m.

Visit www.qas.org or call (219) 872-9196 for more 
details.

mailto:longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com
http://www.qas.org
http://www.absr.org
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“Top Gun: Maverick” kicks off with the same open-
ing as its predecessor to fi rmly ignite our sense of 
nostalgia. Then, director Joseph Kosinski launches 
into a story that’s infi nitely superior to the original.

I am not among the 1986 fi lm’s legions of fans, 
seeing it once in theaters. My memory of it was 
that the aerial scenes were cool...but that’s it. So, 
just hours before heading to theaters for this long-
delayed sequel, I streamed the original. Experienc-
ing it with today’s eyes, it’s quintessentially ‘80s: 
the sleek MTV visuals, the pop score, Cruise’s star 
wattage. Beyond that, and here is where I’ll have to 
fl ee the country under an assumed name, it’s still 
boring. Zero plot. Dumb dialogue. And every time 
the jargon gets technical, cue the shirtless shots in 
locker rooms and volleyball pits. All they needed 
was girls on trampolines, and the gratuitous eye 
candy quota would have been met.

Kosinski, though, has considerable affection for 
the fi rst fi lm. We see it in how many scenes hon-
or it. The surprise is that his movie does not coast 
on nostalgia alone. Nor is what he achieves better 
simply because of today’s advances in technology. 
It is better for all the right reasons. Smarter. More 
emotional. Thrilling in how immersive the aerial se-
quences are.

The biggest shock is Kosinski’s restraint. This is 
a sequel that dares to be quiet. To permit the story 
to properly build, to escalate to a technically daz-
zling fi nish. Where the characters do not sound like 
morons.

The story, itself, does not require a PhD to follow. 
Pete “Maverick” Mitchell (Cruise) has dodged mili-
tary promotions over the course of his career, pre-
ferring to stay put as a Navy test pilot. The govern-
ment, however, wants to shut down his hypersonic 

“Darkstar” scramjet program. Maverick hasn’t lost 
his rebellious streak, taking the aircraft out for a 
test spin, surpassing its Mach 10 goal during the 
movie’s most gorgeous shot: the camera perched 
from the heavens, the aircraft fl ashing by in a blind-
ing display of white. Kosinski, who cut his teeth on 
undervalued sci-fi  (2010’s “Tron: Legacy,” Cruise’s 
2013 “Oblivion”), is a master stylist, where the im-
ages do not overwhelm, but wow with ingenuity.

That stunt with the scramjet gets Maverick sent 
back to Top Gun school as an instructor, but with 
an urgently tight window. The school’s best pilots 
must be trained for a likely suicide mission to bomb 
a uranium enrichment facility. That entails slipping 
below radar, skimming over mountaintops and the 
actual target itself – all near impossible.

Maverick has 10-12 pilots to train, and the treat is 
how better defi ned these characters are. They mim-
ic the alpha-male aggressiveness of the original, but 
they’re afforded more personality. And whereas the 
recruits back in 1986 were mostly white, the mis-
sion’s candidates come from all walks of life, includ-
ing a woman, a lieutenant played Monica Barbaro. 
She isn’t reduced to the cliché of the woman hold-
ing her ground in a man’s world. She is simply one 
of the best. We appreciate, too, Miles Teller as the 
son of Maverick’s late wingman (played by Anthony 
Edwards in the original), who resents Maverick for 
thwarting his plans to follow in dad’s footsteps.

We wouldn’t have a “Top Gun” sequel if it did not 

“Top Gun: Maverick” is Way Better than the Original
by Andrew Tallackson

Thanks to advances in technology, “Top Gun: Maverick” is a more immersive experience than the original.

★ ★ ★
“Top Gun: Maverick”

Running time: 131 minutes. Rated PG-13 for

sequences of intense action, some strong language.

1/2
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include a love interest. Yet again, the movie sur-
prises us. Oscar-winner Jennifer Connolly plays 
Penny, Maverick’s former fl ame who now owns the 
bar where candidates train. Connolly (“A Beautiful 
Mind”) hasn’t been this lively since, well, honestly, 
I cannot recall. She has a way of appearing sour, 
like she needs a tall glass of prune juice. Here, she’s 
playful. Sexy. Always a step ahead of Maverick.

We appreciate the moving way “Top Gun: Maver-
ick” brings back Val Kilmer’s Iceman. Anyone who 
has followed the actor’s personal struggles with 
throat cancer will admire how the fi lm creates the 
perfect window to reintroduce Iceman. There is a 
fragile power to his scene: a testament to this fran-
chise’s affection not just for the character, but also 
for what Kilmer brought to the original.

Seeing the fi rst fi lm again, the climax feels espe-
cially random, like they threw in one more dogfi ght 
for the hell of it. But in “Maverick,” by carefully 
charting out the mission’s specifi cs, we know pre-
cisely what the characters must achieve, and how 
they must go about achieving it. Working with a 
$170 million budget, Kosinski combines actual foot-
age, the actors having gone through a rigorous boot 
camp, with the best effects money can buy. This is 
why we go to the movies, to allow ourselves to be 
swept away by the spectacular.

And Cruise? I prefer his brief work with Spiel-
berg (“War of the Worlds,” “Minority Report”), but 

Oscar-winner Jennifer Connolly is a breath of fresh air as Maverick’s 
love interest, Penny.

for the fi rst time, he allows himself to look older. 
Still in inhumanly good shape, and with that twin-
kle of reckless disregard for authority in his eyes.

Maverick has grown up. This franchise has, too. 
And, it’s aged remarkably well.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

Open Monday-Saturday 9 am-6 pm, Sunday Noon-4 pm

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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The Beacher’s 
Janet Baines 

traveled 
throughout 

Michigan City on 
May 30 to capture 

images from 
several Memorial 
Day observances

Stirring Tributes



June 9, 2022Page 24
THE

We moved full time to Michigan on June 27, 1987.
The good-old summertime, right?
Right.
So there we were, fi nishing the makeover of our 

dump in the dunes as summer people gathered in 
force around us. We reckoned we’d chosen to live in 
paradise, on the wonderful west coast of Michigan, 
so, of course, we would not be alone. Still, we kind 
of wanted all the wonders of Berrien County, Mich., 
for ourselves.

Selfi sh?
Yes, but can you blame us?
We had moved from a dense Chicago neighbor-

hood to what we soon began calling Beauty Land.  
We hoped we had discovered a hidden gem. One the 
teaming masses would never 
fi nd.

Alas, we had no sooner 
made our Michigan move 
than a popular Chicago 
weekly, The Reader, featured 
Harbor Country on its cover. 
The word was out — Amtrak 
was restoring daily train ser-
vice to New Buffalo, Mich. 
— and it wouldn’t be long 
before national newspapers 
of record were referring to 
our sylvan slice of Southwest 
Michigan as the Michigan 
Riviera.

Oh well.
Live and let live.
Right?
Right.  
Plus, we had played the 

parts of pathfi nders in Chi-
cago. If we moved to an 
out-of-the-way, affordable 
neighborhood with good pub-
lic transportation, it always 
stood to reason that the mon-
ied class soon would follow. I 
remember looking out the 
window of our second-fl oor apartment in a quiet 
neighborhood called Saint Ben’s, and telling my 
lovely bride: “Uh oh. There’s a black BMW parked 
across the street. There goes the neighborhood! 
THEY’RE HERE!!!”

They — whoever they were — were always there.  
Right on our heels.

And thus, it was in the summer of 1987 when we 
moved to Michigan full time.

We looked at one another and sighed.
Acceptance was, and is, the only answer.
We thus accepted that we were not to be the 

fi rst and only Chicagoans moving across the pond 

to Michigan, and we settled in. We were distract-
ed most of that fi rst summer by ongoing efforts to 
complete the rehab of our 800-square-foot cottage. 
But we took time out to bike the backroads, swim in 
the lake and hang out with our summer neighbors.  
And, yes, we got to be quite fond of them.

So, in September, as they began leaving for points 
all over the continent(s), we missed them. It start-
ed getting really lonely down here at the bottom of 
Dune Road. Then came the day — in late Septem-
ber 1987 — when it was downright depressing.  

“Where is everybody?” we wondered.
“What’s going on?”
What was going on, of course, was that folks were 

going on with their normal lives back home, where 
they lived most of the year. They simply left us to 
mind the dunes, all by our lonesomes.

The loneliness and isolation of it all hit home af-
ter Thanksgiving that year, when the few stragglers 

Life With
Charley
Charles McKelvy

Wintering Over

We embarked on a winter vacation to sunny Canada from Niles, Mich., in December 1987 
and didn’t return until January 1988.  
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headed for warmer quarters. We walked our roads 
at night and found no twinkling lights.  

It was dark.
And darker.
Darkness had truly descended, leaving us to win-

ter by ourselves. We survived our fi rst winter in 
Michigan — the winter of 1987-1988 — by fi rst tak-
ing a fi ne railway journey. (When in doubt, always 
take a fi ne railway journey. It will settle the mind, 
soul and body). You would think we rode the rails to 
Florida or Arizona, wouldn’t you?

Yes, that would be a reasonable assumption.
But, no, we were already thinking of ourselves 

as hearty Michiganders, so we drove over to nearby 
Niles, Mich., and left our car in the care of our sum-
mer neighbors, Ray and Elaine Curtis. Ray drove 
us over to the Amtrak station, and we boarded what 
was then a through-train from Chicago to Toronto.  
Yes, we went to Canada for Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve.

Why not?
And what a trip it was, including a bracing win-

ter walk around the quaint neighborhoods of Qué-
bec City, where it was 10-below Fahrenheit.  

Bitterly cold, right?
And what did our wondering eyes behold as we 

came around a corner, but a bunch of happy Québé-
cois playing hockey on an outdoor rink. We dined on 
maple-syrup pie on that trip, and welcomed 1988, 
in French no less, at a gala New Year’s Eve dance, 
with sober friends, in Montreal.  

Most importantly, we came up with The Dunery 
Press over steamed dumplings in Toronto’s China-
town on our way back to Michigan.

When we returned to Niles, Ray and Elaine were 
waiting with a hearty dinner. Then, they sent us on 
our way back to Harbert, Mich., through whiteout 
snow. And I do mean lake-driven, whiteout snow.  
When we were motoring west on Warren Woods 

Road, we didn’t know if we were on the road or in 
the fi elds. That kind of snowstorm.

How we made it home on Warren Woods Road, 
Three Oaks Road and the like, I’ll never know, ex-
cept to posit that our guardian angels were working 
overtime that night.

We somehow found our little cottage in working 
order when we fi nally made it home that January 
night in 1988, and, yes, we had to dig our way in.  
But the power was on — wonder of wonders — and 
our feeble baseboard heat was working just fi ne, 
thank you very much. We were toasty and ready 
for a long, but not-so-lonely winter of working in a 
cabin as freelance writers. We had a pile of work 
waiting for us when we returned, through the mod-
ern miracle of the fax machine. You do remember 
fax machines, don’t you?

We and our little dog Pokey, whom we had left 
with friends during our winter vacation in sunny 
Canada, mushed on. We did a whole lot of cross-
country skiing that fi rst winter in Michigan, with 
Pokey happily running alongside.

Through the winter of 2021-2022, we did a whole 
bunch of swimming. In indoor pools, of course. Es-
pecially now that the lake was freezing way out 
from shore. We were still active, and not suffering 
from cabin fever or undue loneliness and isolation.  
In fact, various summer neighbors were checking in 
for winter vacations of their own, here on the frozen 
shore of Lake Michigan. The snowshoeing was es-
pecially good — right out the front door — so what’s 
not to like, right?

Right.
And we’re happy to say that wintering over was 

working just fi ne for us, beginning with that memo-
rable winter of 1987-1988.

For many winters, we drained heat out of the 
house by burning the wood I split in our fi replace.  

Continued on Page 26
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We reasoned that if the power were ever to fail 
— and mind you, this is Michigan we’re speaking 
of here — why, we would huddle around the hearth 
and warm ourselves by the wood fi re.

Well, that never worked.
Late one winter, some winters ago, the power got 

knocked out for a four-day stretch by a nasty wind/
ice storm. We started the huddling bit until our fi rst 
(of four) cats, Makita, made it abundantly clear she 
was ready to repair to heated quarters. So, we re-
paired to our friend Julie Holmes’ house, which hap-
pily had power, as it was supplied by a reliable cir-
cuit. We weathered that long outage in toasty heat 
and watched Julie’s operas on her amazing video 
system. One, I might add, that Natalie helped her 
purchase, before Madam Holmes went to be with 
the ancestors, in April 2009.

Speaking of Julie Holmes and winter, she was one 
for hightailing it out of her native Michigan in early 
December for Florida. She was forever begging us to 
join her there, but, alas, we never did. We told Julie 
we were just fi ne with Michigan winters.

And we have been.
And we are.
Two things that greatly contributed to our winter 

well-being are:
1. The installation of a full-house generator a few 

years back. No more four-day outages for us. No, 
ma’am. The lights fl icker, dim and die, and we start 
counting to 10. Before we get to 10, the faithful, full-
house generator kicks on automatically, and we are 
restored to full power, free to watch the amazing 
opera collection Julie left us. Along, of course, with 
her home-entertainment setup. While it’s no longer 
state-of-the-art, it certainly serves our purposes 
quite well, and our living room is thus fi lled with 
many a diva’s high C.

Speaking of divas, the other contributing factor 
to our winter well-being in Michigan is:

2. Our annual Gesamkuntswerk festival right 
here in our home opera house. Over a span of fi ve 
days, allowing for one day off, we watch the prelude 
and three operas that constitute Richard Wagner’s 
majestic masterpiece, “Der Ring des Nibelungen.”  
We go back to legendary times for a magical river 
journey on das Rhein, or what we call the River 
Rhine. Winter is not winter without what Wagner 
called his Gesamkunstwerk, or unity of words, mu-
sic and stage action.

So that’s our key to happily wintering over while 
the snowbirds work on the virtue of patience as they 
wait in heavy Florida traffi c to cross one bridge to 
get to the next bridge.

We think of them, stewing down there, as we 
watch the gods stride over their magical rainbow 
bridge.

Th-th-th-that’s all, folks.
Happy wintering over.

Continued from Page 25
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Moore Construction
(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 32 years in business
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

We spray your landscapes
and gardens with the most

effective, long lasting
repellent available.

Affordable and easy.
Take action today!

Protect your investment!

Beverly Shores Depot Exhibits
The public can view two new exhibits during a 

reception from 5-7 p.m. Friday, June 10, at Beverly 
Shores Museum and Art Gallery, 525 S. Broadway.

The fi rst is the 75th Town Anniversary Exhibit, 
which highlights the town’s changes over the years.

The second, “Whimsey,” is in the gallery and 
features photographs and diora-
mas by Steven Schwab. Born and 
raised in Chicago, he is a practic-
ing attorney and businessman 
who received his law degree from 
Northwestern University. He also 
is a self-taught photographer and 
multi-media artist. An avid Cubs 
fan, he took the defi nitive pho-
tos in 1998 of Sammy Sosa’s 61st 
and 62nd home runs, which the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame 
selected for its permanent col-
lection in Cooperstown, N.Y. The photographs also 
were published in Baseball: 100 Classic Moment is 
the History of the Game, as well as numerous other 
books. 

“Whimsey” combines Schwab’s love of photogra-
phy with fi gures that add a whimsical dimension to 
his dioramas.

Visit www.bsdepot.com for more details.

Schwab

Dedicated to Helping Our Members
Reach Their Goals !

STOP IN…
FIRST SESSION ON US!
Personal training, small group 

training, athletic training, Smoothie 
bar, and Massage therapy.

2060 E. U.S. 20
(219) 916-7221

http://www.bsdepot.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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Let us help you effortlessly earn extra income by renting your
eye-catching home for year-round vacation rental!

Full-service luxury vacation rental management
Complimentary award-winning interior design
Top-tier revenue-generating home makeovers
A truly elevated guest experience 
Cutting-edge strategies for maximizing your
rental income
Exclusive high-end marketing

Contact  Us  For  A Free  Est imated  Income Report  

641.919.2275

ALPINE
T   R   E   E      S   E   R    V   I   C   E

10% Discount
Through September 1

• Tree Removal • Land Clearing
• Crane Service

Fully Insured
24-Hour Emergency Service

(219) 877-5975
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

Jennifer S. Smart | NMLS #277082
219-262-6028 ext. 4805

Come on home!Come on home!

Member FDIC Centier Bank NMLS #408076

No matter where you are on 
your home buying journey,

I’m here to be your
home financing guide.

Contact me today!

Roosevelt Pipe Organ Series
The 21st season of the Roosevelt Pipe Organ Se-

ries continues at 12:15 p.m. Wednesday, June 15, at 
Christ Church, 531 Washington St.

The program is by Stephen Schnurr, the director 
of music at St. Paul 
Catholic Church, 
Valparaiso, since 
1990. He has led 
the church’s adult 
and young people’s 
choirs on tours of It-
aly, Spain, Portugal, 
Ireland, Northern 
Ireland, Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Ger-
many and Austria, 
with performances 
in Rome, Dublin, 
Madrid, Barcelona, 
Warsaw, Krakow, 
Prague, Leipzig, Sal-
zburg and Vienna. 
That included per-
formances for Pope 
Francis. Since 2017, he has served as editor of The 
Diapason. In addition, he is adjunct instructor of or-
gan at Valparaiso University. As a recitalist, he has 
played programs throughout the United States, as 
well as in Germany, England, Northern Ireland and 
Poland.

The church is air-conditioned. Call (219) 608-
5358 for more details about the concert series.

Schnurr

ArtBash Gala
Lubeznik Center for the Arts will hold its ArtBash 

gala, with a “Starry Night” theme, at 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 25, at Blue Chip Casino Hotel Spa.

Festivities include dancing, a silent auction and 
buffet dinner with open bar. Mary 
Ann Bergerson Ahern, NBC 5 Chi-
cago news reporter and Michigan 
City native, will return as emcee. 
Those attending are encouraged 
to wear clothing that sparkles like 
stars in the sky. The décor will re-
fl ect the Vincent van Gogh-related 
theme.

Tickets can be purchased by call-
ing (219) 874-4900 or at www.LubeznikCenter.org/
Events. Sponsorship opportunities are available. 
Contact Executive Director Janet Bloch at (219) 
874-4900 or jbloch@LubeznikCenter.org for details.

ArtBash is LCA’s premier fundraiser, supporting 
its mission of integrating art, education and com-
munity through exhibits and programs. The center 
is located at 101 W. Second St.

Ahern

mailto:mark@markcuri.com
http://www.LubeznikCenter.org/
mailto:jbloch@LubeznikCenter.org
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Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
www.smallsgardencenter.com

We Deliver and Plant

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
Landscape Supplies & Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

219-778-2568

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!
30% OFF

OVER 60 VARIETIES OF FRUIT TREES, RASPBERRIES, 
BLUEBERRY BUSHES, LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, 
TREES, SHRUBS, EVERGREENS, PERENNIALS & MORE.

30% OFF
GIFT STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

STONE YARD
DRIVEWAY STONE, DECORATIVE STONE, WASHSTONE, 

LIMESTONE, SLAG, MULCH, TOPSOIL, FLAGSTONE  
OUTCROPPING, BOULDERS & FIRE PITS

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

Aunt Kitty's Spring Yard Sale

Items may be dropped off Friday, June 10th from
9am to 3pm at the shelter. NO clothing, linens,

electronics or large furniture please!

Join us for refreshments, fun, and bargains
GALORE at our shelter.

4061 S. County Line Rd.
Westville, IN 46391

Saturday, June 11th
Sunday, June 12th

219-785-4936www.catsociety.org
info@catsociety.orgwww.facebook.com/INCatSociety

9 AM to 3 PM

KITTIES! & FUN!BARGAINS!

Along with the wonderful yard sale bargains, we
will also have cat toys and MUCH more!

http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
http://www.catsociety.org
http://www.facebook.com/INCatSociety
mailto:info@catsociety.org
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Time to Shake

  things Up

  fBubblesIceCreamParlorfSTOP IN OR DRIVE-THRU
115 W. Coolspring Ave | Michigan City | 219-872-1024

Monday-Friday
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Saturday
8:00 A.M. - Noon

 717 Washington St.
(219) 874-8362 MICHIGAN CITY, IN 46360

Celebrating 100 Years!!

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website,Now offering online ordering through our website,
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

ROOSEVELT ORGAN CONCERT SERIES
Wednesdays, Noon CST JUNE - JULY 2022

531 Washington Street
Presented by 

First Congregational Church of Michigan City

Reins of Life Volunteers Training
Reins of Life, which serves children and adults 

with disabilities, will hold volunteer training Mon-
day and Wednesday, June 13 and 15.

Times are 2-4:30 p.m. June 13 and 5:30-8 p.m. 
June 15 at Reins of Life, 9375 W. County Road 300 
North, Michigan City.

Volunteers are especially needed for the school 
program held during the school year for local spe-
cial-education classes. After attending one session, 
individuals can volunteer at summer camp and dur-
ing therapeutic riding lessons. No horse experience 
is needed. Volunteers are asked to commit about 
two hours per week and be at least 13. 

Visit www.reinsofl ife.org or call/text the volun-
teer coordinator at (219) 874-7519, Ext. 202, to reg-
ister or for more details.

Pilgrimage of Polish Truckers
The Fifth Annual Pilgrimage of Polish Truckers 

is Sunday, June 12, at Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Shrine, 5755 Pennsylvania St., Merrillville.

Holy Mass (in Polish) will be celebrated at noon, 
followed by the blessing of trucks and RVs, and a 
picnic on the shrine grounds (menu items and pric-
es vary).

Those who will not attend Mass, but would like 
to have his/her truck or RV blessed should arrive at 
the shrine before 1 p.m. Trophies will be awarded to 
the top participants.

Due to space and parking limitations, partici-
pants are asked to take only semi-truck tractor 
units — no trailers.

http://www.reinsofl
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Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

http://www.michianamechanical.com
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

LBCC Women’s Golf Leagues               

9-Hole League
May 26, 2022

Event:  Regular Golf

A FLIGHT
Low Net — Sue Smith.
Low Putts — Cindy Levy.
Birdies — Sue Smith (16).
Sunken Approaches — Vicki Hill (5).
B FLIGHT
Low Net  — Mary Weithers.
Low Putts — T. Bolzan, C. Pontius, M. Weithers.
C FLIGHT
Low Net — Sarah Blank.
Low Putts —- Carol Sullivan. 
Sunken Approaches — Barb Hall (14).
D FLIGHT
Low Net — Rosann Conroy.
Low Putts —  Regina Bradley, Jeanne St. Peter.

18-Hole League
May 24, 2022

Low Net
A FLIGHT
First Place — Kathy Daly, Melanie Davis.
Second Place — Vicki Hill.
Third Place — Katherine Lee.
B FLIGHT
First Place —  Eileen Miller.
Second Place — Claudia Brennan.
Third Place — Jean Guerin.
C FLIGHT
First Place — Jude Stahmer.
Second Place — Allison Kolb.
Third Place — Carol Lyons.

Historical Coloring Book
The new “City of LaPorte Historical Coloring 

Book” is being sold at LaPorte County Historical 
Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

The booklet includes 21 historical articles by 
LaPorte County Histo-
rian Bruce Johnson and 
drawings by local artist 
Peggy Michaels. Almost 
500 copies have been 
distributed to third-
grade classrooms in all 
LaPorte elementary 
schools to be used as 
part of the curriculum 
on local history.

Supporting the effort 
was a Historic Preserva-
tion Grant from Indiana 
Landmarks, Indiana 
Humanities, the Nation-
al Endowment for the 
Humanities, 14 local businesses and other donors. 

The coloring book involved the City of LaPorte 
and Historical Preservation Commission. It costs 
$5. A special book signing by Peggy Michaels and 
Bruce Johnson is from 1-4 p.m. Saturday, June 18, 
at the museum.
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Indiana Dunes National Park
• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-

kers) from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-
hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and 
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available. 
Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for more details.

• Sunset Paddle at Marquette Lagoons from 
6-8 p.m. Thursdays in June. Join a ranger for 
paddling in the lagoon. The program is limited 
to 20 participants. Make reservations by calling 
(219) 395-1882. The lagoon is located in Gary’s 
Miller Beach neighborhood.

• Mount Baldy Summit Hike from 5-6:30 p.m. 
Fridays through June 24, and 9-11 a.m. Sun-
days through June 26. Meet at the parking lot 
off U.S. 12 for a ranger-led hike to the top of the 
dune. Passes are required. The parking lot and 
beach are open from 6 a.m.-11 p.m. The dune, 
however, is still closed.

• Join an Art Barn School of Art artist dur-
ing “Learn to Paint” from 2-4 p.m. Saturday, 
June 11, at the Park Connection Offi ce, 618 
N. Mineral Springs Road, next to the Chell-
berg Farm parking lot. Part of IDNP’s “Art in 
the Park” program and sponsored by the Friends 
of Indiana Dunes, participants create a camping-
themed, dunes-inspired painting. There is a $15 
charge for supplies, and reservations are required 
at www.artbarnschool.org. The class is limited to 
15 adults.  

 • Pinhook Bog Open House from 9 a.m.-noon 
Saturdays, June 11 and 18. Meet at the bog 
parking lot for a ranger-led hike to experience 
carnivorous insect-eating plants and rare or-
chids. Passes are required. The bog parking lot is 
at 700 N. Wozniak Road in Michigan City.

• Bailly/Chellberg History Hike from 2-4 p.m. 
Sundays in June. Explore the grounds of both 
historic homes, and learn about early settlers and 
farmers who came to the region in the 1800s. After 
the hike, help the ranger feed the Chellberg Farm 
animals from 4:30-5 p.m. Park at the Bailly/Chell-
berg parking lot off Mineral Springs Road between 
U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter. Passes are required.

• Sunset Around the Fire at the Pavilion from 
8 to 9 p.m. Wednesdays through June 29 at 
Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk, 100 Riv-
erwalk Road. Catch a Lake Michigan sunset 
from the pavilion, and roast marshmallows from 
the fi replace.
The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-

ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Have a story idea for us?
Email drew@thebeacher.com

The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale.

Most All-Spring Plants Available.

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

June Hours
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Daily

July-October Hours
Thursday-Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

219-241-0335

Like Us 
on

http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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SMSO Names New Music Director

After a lengthy selection process, Southwest 
Michigan Symphony Orchestra has named Dr. Mat-
thew Aubin as its new music director.

The search began in 2019 after Music Director 
Robin Fountain announced he would retire at the 
end of the 2019-2020 season.

Aubin, Jackson, Mich., is in his fi fth season as 
music director of the Jackson Symphony Orches-
tra, and serves as artistic director for The Chelsea 
Symphony in New York City. In these roles, he has 
led collaborations with partners such as actor John 
Lithgow, the award-winning Prime series “Mozart 
in the Jungle” and the American Museum of Natu-
ral History in New York City. He played a principal 
role in developing The Chelsea Symphony’s annual 
competition for emerging composers.

“In the fi rst year, I want to learn, create excit-
ing programming and make myself available in the 
community as an advocate for the organization,” he 
said in a press release. “I want to offer myself as 
a resource; I will spend time in St. Joseph. There 
is a lot of planning to do, learning about the orga-
nization and meeting people. Ideas will spark and 
together, we will develop new initiatives.”

Dr. Matthew Aubin hails from Jackson, Mich.

Smart Cycling Youth Clinic
Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte will host a 

Smart Cycling Youth Clinic from 10 a.m.-noon Sat-
urday, June 11, in its outdoor parking lot, 140 E. 
Shore Parkway.

The free event, aimed at families and children 
ages 6-12, is sponsored by Bob’s Bicycles in partner-
ship with Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte, The 
League of American Cyclists and PNC Bank.

Parking is available, although families are en-
couraged to ride bikes to the event and take a fam-
ily ride on Chessie Trail afterward. Registration is 
free and required at tinyurl.com/2p8fsc7r

League Cycling instructor David Heinold and 
area volunteers will highlight safe cycling skills. 
Safety stations include helmet fi tting, bicycle safety, 
starting/stopping, riding in a straight line, avoiding 
hazards, balancing, scanning and signaling, and 
turning and yielding. Youth completing the clinic 
receive a certifi cate of achievement, a free helmet 
provided by PNC Bank (while supplies last) and 
several giveaways. Water, Gatorade and healthy 
snacks will be available.

Attendees of all ages are welcome, but youth must 
be ages 6-12 and take his/her own bike. All youth 
must be accompanied by a parent/guardian 18 or 
older. Participant waivers are required and will be 
available on site for a parent/guardian to sign.

If the weather is poor, the event shifts to 10 a.m.-
noon Saturday, June 25.

City Cemetery Tour
A guided City Cemetery tour will highlight  

gravesites of individuals signifi cant in South Bend 
history at 6:30 p.m. EDT Thursday, June 16.

Conducted by The History Museum Director of 
Education Travis Childs, the twilight tour features 
historic gravesites and markers. The cost is $2. Par-
ticipants should meet at the iron gate of the cem-
etery’s main entrance, located at West Colfax and 
Elm streets. Participants should be prepared to 
walk on uneven terrain. No food or pets are allowed. 
Parking is limited. The tour is canceled if it rains.

The History Museum is located at 808 W. Wash-
ington St. Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or call 
(574) 235-9664 for more details.

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

http://www.historymuseumSB.org
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Gather & Author! Author! 
Area authors and the public can meet and mingle 

during “Gather & Author! Author!” on Saturday, 
June 11, at Friends of New Troy (Mich.) Community 
Center, 13372 California Road.

The free event kicks off fundraising efforts to 
renovate the center’s lending library, which holds 
a small, but growing collection of books by local au-
thors. The schedule is (all times Eastern):

• 10:30 a.m. — Writing Local History. Elaine 
Thomopoulos will draw on her experiences writ-
ing Images of America: St. Joseph and Benton 
Harbor, Legendary Locals: St. Joseph and Benton 
Harbor and Resorts of Berrien County. She will 
detail the entire process, from motivation and re-
search to writing, editing and marketing.

• 11:30 a.m. — Be Your Own Publisher. Charley 
McKelvy will emphasize self-publishing, reveal-
ing how to produce, publicize and ship books. 
Dunery Press, which he founded with his wife in 
1988, has self-published more than 40 titles, in-
cluding, Chicagoland and Holy Orders.

• 12:30 p.m. — Reading & Discussion. Chandra 
Blumberg will read from her debut novel, Dig-
ging Up Love, and discuss the writing process, in-
cluding inspiration, setting and characters, with 
a followup Q&A session. She also will discuss her 
July release, Stirring Up Love.

Other participating authors include: Jan Acker-
son, Stolen Postcards; Lisa Dawn, The Adventures 
of Raffee and Jabari; Lorraine Oman Hanover, My 
Name is Grace; Cherisse M. Havlicek, Anna At Last; 
Charles Osgood, Dutch Love; Denise McGowan Tra-
cy, Eleanor’s Very Merry Christmas Wish; and Ed 
Tracy, Gorilla in the Room and Other Stories.

A light lunch will be available at noon EDT in the 
gymnasium, while a drawing is planned to win a lo-
cally written book or handcrafted bookmark. 

The event is sponsored by Friends of New Troy, 
Red Arrow Roasters and Center of the World Wood-
shop. Visit www.friendsofnewtroy.org or call (269) 
426-3909 for more details.

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher’s office hours are:

Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed: Saturday & Sunday

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

http://www.friendsofnewtroy.org
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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In the Area
June 9 — Story & Bingo, 10-11 a.m., Luhr Coun-

ty Park, 178 S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. Res-
ervations: (219) 325-8315.

June 9 — Duneland Stamp Club, 4-5 p.m., Mich-
igan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049.

June 9 — Arts in the Park, LaPorte’s Fox Park, 
Truesdell Avenue. The Rest (country)/7 p.m.; precon-
cert: Roy Dudiak/6 p.m. June 8: LaPorte City Band/7 
p.m. Info: contact@artsintheparklaporte.com

June 10 — MCPL Podcast Episode Release, 9 
a.m., through Michigan City Public Library. Link: 
Buzzsprout, www.mclib.org/podcast

June 10 — Opening reception, 5-7 p.m., Beverly 
Shores Museum and Art Gallery, 525 S. Broadway. 
Exhibits: “Whimsey,” 75th Town Anniversary. Info: 
www.bsdepot.com

June 10-12 — Queen of All Saints Festival, 606 
S. Woodland Ave. Info: www.qas.org, (219) 872-9196.

June 10-12 — “Next to Normal,” Dunes Summer 
Theatre, 288 Shady Oak Drive, Michiana Shores. 
Times: 7 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $20-
$25. Reservations: www.dunesARTS.org

June 10-12, 17-19 — “The Sound of Music,” Foot-
light Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. Times: 7:30 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $15, $10/children 12 
& younger. Reservations: www.footlightplayers.org, 
(219) 874-4035. 

June 11 — Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte 
Smart Cycling Youth Clinic, 10 a.m.-noon, outdoor 
parking lot, 140 E. Shore Parkway. Free. Registra-
tion: tinyurl.com/2p8fsc7r

June 11 — Beverly Shores Garden and Art Walk, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Advance tickets: $10 @ www.absr.
org/$15 day of. Check-in: 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Beverly 
Shores Depot, 525 S. Broadway. 

June 11 — Author Visit: Kimberly Howard 
(kids 5-10), 10-11 a.m., Meeting Room B @ LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

June 11 — Book signing, Joseph Pete’s Secret 
Northwest Indiana, 2-5 p.m., Book Warehouse/
Lighthouse Place-Premium Outlets (1101 Lighthouse 
Place). Info: jpete@alumni.iu.edu,  (219) 841-1030.

June 11-12 — Aunt Kitty’s Spring Yard Sale, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Independent Cat Society, 4061 S. 

County Line Road, Westville. Info: (219) 785-4936, 
info@catsociety.org

June 13 — Chalk the Walk, 1-2 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

June 13 — Teen Anime Club, 4:30-6 p.m., 
Meeting Room B @ LaPorte County Public Library, 
904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

June 14 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m., 
Meeting Room B @ LaPorte County Public Library, 
904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org  

June 15 — Roosevelt Pipe Organ Series, Stephen 
Schnurr, 12:15 p.m., Christ Church, 531 Washing-
ton St. Info: (219) 608-5358.

June 15 — Summer Reading Program Kick-Off: 
The Magic of Steve Kellogg, 10-11 a.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

June 15 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling, 4-5 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Through June 30 — Local artist Elda Run-
dzaitis,  The Legacy Center Gallery @ Queen of All 
Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Lega-
cy Center hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 
p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in June (except June 20) — Needle 
Arts Club, 5:30-7 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

Tuesday in May — Makerspace: open lab hours, 
3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Thursdays through Aug. 11 — Michigan City 
Municipal Band, 7:30 p.m., Washington Park’s Guy 
F. Foreman Bicentennial Amphitheater.

Fridays and Sundays through June — Mount 
Baldy Summit Hike, 5-6:30 p.m. Fridays/9-11 a.m. 
Sundays. Meet @ parking lot off U.S. 12, Michigan 
City. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Saturdays — Turn Up Dance Fitness with Stacy 
G., 8:30-9:30 a.m., Long Beach Community Center, 
2501 Oriole Trail. Cost: $5 paid at class.

Saturdays in Michigan City — Michigan City 
Farmers Market, 8 a.m.-noon, Eighth & Washington 
streets. Info: farmersmarketmichigancity@gmail.com

Saturdays in LaPorte — LaPorte Farmers 
Market, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Lincolnway parking lot next to 
Mucho Mas. Info: laportefarmermarket@gmail.com

Sundays in June — Bailly/Chellberg History 
Hike, 2-4 p.m. Parking: Bailly/Chellberg parking 
lot, off Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12/20, 
Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

In the Region
June 9 — The Common Concert Series, 7-9 p.m. 

EDT, Buchanan, Mich. Entertainment: Southshore 
Concert Band. Info: The Common - Buchanan, MI 

mailto:contact@artsintheparklaporte.com
http://www.mclib.org/podcast
http://www.bsdepot.com
http://www.qas.org
http://www.dunesARTS.org
http://www.footlightplayers.org
http://www.absr
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:jpete@alumni.iu.edu
mailto:info@catsociety.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
mailto:farmersmarketmichigancity@gmail.com
mailto:laportefarmermarket@gmail.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu
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on Facebook.
June 10 — The Cash Box Kings, 8 p.m. EDT, The 

Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets: $25/general, $50/reserved. Reservations: 
www.acornlive.org

June 11 — “Gather & Author! Author!,” 10:30 
a.m. EDT, Friends of New Troy (Mich.) Community 
Center, 13372 California Road. Free. Info: www.
friendsofnewtroy.org, (269) 426-3909.

June 11 — “Learn to Paint,” 2-4 p.m., Park Con-
nection Offi ce, 618 N. Mineral Springs Road. Cost: 
$15/supplies. Reservations: www.artbarnschool.org 

June 11 — Three Oaks High School display un-
veiling, The Region of Three Oaks Museum, 5 Feath-
erbone Ave. Also: free walking tour/1 p.m.; The Big-
gest Little Baseball Museum talk (Bill Heward)/3 
p.m. EDT. Info: www.regionofthreeoaksmuseum.com

June 11 — Acorn Anywhere! —  Ike Reilly Assas-
sination w/ guest, 7 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Gen-
erations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $35/gen-
eral, $60/reserved. Reservations: www.acornlive.org

June 11-12 — Three Oaks (Mich.) Flag Day events. 
Flag-raising ceremony: 2:30 p.m. EDT June 12/Elm 
& Maple streets. Parade: 3 p.m. EDT June 12. Full 
weekend schedule: www.threeoaksfl agday.com

June 11, 18 — Pinhook Bog Open House, 9 a.m.-
noon, 700 N. Wozniak Road, Michigan City. Info: 
(219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

June 14 — Kickoff informational event, Copsha-
holm 125 Arts Competition, 3-7 p.m. EDT, The His-
tory Museum, 808 W. Washington St., South Bend. 
Info: www.historymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664.

June 14 — Friends of the Library Community 
Forum (beach rocks program), 6:30 p.m. EDT, New 
Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Free.

June 15 — Buddy Pearson 3-Midwest Made, 7 
p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $15/general, $40/reserved. 
Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Through July 3 — Michiana Annual Arts Com-
petition, Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., 
St. Joseph, Mich. Info: https://boxfactoryforthearts.
org, https://facebook.com/boxfactoryarts

Through Oct. 2 — “WIRED: The Rise (and Fall) 
of Electric Cars,” The Studebaker National Museum, 
201 Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: 
$10/adults, $8.50/seniors 60+, $6/youth ages 6-18.  
Info: www.studebakermuseum.org, (574) 235-9714.

Through Oct. 30 — “The Avanti: America’s Most 
Advanced Automobile,” The Studebaker National 
Museum, The Studebaker National Museum, 201 
Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $10/
adults, $8.50/seniors 60+, $6/youth ages 6-18.  Info: 
www.studebakermuseum.org, (574) 235-9714.

Wednesdays in June — Sunset Around the Fire 
at the Pavilion, 8-9 p.m., Portage Lakefront and 
Riverwalk, 100 Riverwalk Road. Info: (219) 395-

1882, www.nps.gov/indu
Thursdays in June — Sunset Paddle at Mar-

quette Lagoons, 6-8 p.m., Gary’s Miller Beach 
neighborhood. Limit 20 participants. Reservations: 
(219) 395-1882.

Thursdays in June — Southwest Michigan 
Symphony Orchestra 2022 Summer Pop Up Concert 
Series, 4 p.m. EDT, Maud Preston Palenske Memo-
rial Library, 500 Market St., St. Joseph, Mich. June 
9: Helen Lukan, Wendy Rose. Info: www.smso.org

Saturdays in Chesterton — European Market, 
8 a.m.-2 p.m., Broadway & Third Street. Info: (219) 
926-5513.

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Downton 
Abbey: A New Era.” Rated PG. Times: 6 p.m. June 
9, 2:45 p.m. June 10-12, 6 p.m June 13. Also: “The 
Lost City.” Rated PG-13. Times: 6 p.m. June 10-12, 
2:45 p.m. June 13. All times Eastern. Theater ad-
dress: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.
vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Northwest Health Heart and Vascular Building,  

901 Lincolnway, LaPorte, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Thurs-
days, June 9 and 16.

• LaPorte County Annex, 809 State St., 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Friday, June 10.

• City Hall, 100 E. Michigan Blvd., 9:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. Friday, June 10.

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, June 13.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS
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• NEW 
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ROOMS
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• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.friendsofnewtroy.org
http://www.friendsofnewtroy.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.regionofthreeoaksmuseum.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.threeoaksfl
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.acornlive.org
https://boxfactoryforthearts
https://facebook.com/boxfactoryarts
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.smso.org
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com


June 9, 2022Page 40
THE

CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: drew@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

Happy Father’s Day – sports and guy stuff, 50% off.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com

LOST A CLUB, BROKE A CLUB, HATE A CLUB?
All Things Golf at Lefty’s Pro Shop. Call (219) 873-0858 to make an 

appointment with Lefty to create the perfect golf set for you. Hundreds 
of full sets, bags, loose clubs, shoes and apparel to choose from. Kids 
sets $29, teen sets $49, adult sets start at $79. These prices include all 

items needed to start playing. Choose a free golf book from Lefty’s Sports 
Library for ready golf participation. And a message from POGO: To Mitch 
M. and the Blockers in the Senate, remember the three Rs: Respect for 
Self, Respect for Others, Responsibility for all your actions. Shut out all 

lobbyists. How much dark money do you need? We know the enemy, it is 
us, POGO. 

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

IN-HOME CAREGIVERS
Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 

Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. Call for more info 
at (219) 809-8183.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 

your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
La Porter Window Cleaning • (219) 841-1340

Insured. Dryer Vent Cleaning & Pressure Washing
Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 

airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or 
rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates.

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

Mike Heyden Handyman Service
Over 40 years experience: carpentry, roof repairs, power washing, paint-

ing floors. No bull: Just honest work. Call Mike at (219) 916-0270.
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR HOME REPAIR

 ROOFING: Leak & shingle repairs, residential roofing (all types), drywall 
repairs, SIDING ALL TYPES: Fascia, soffits, metal wrap, GUTTERS  & 

DECKS, ALL INTERIOR PROJECTS. Framing, drywall, bathrooms, 
trim work, painting, flooring, minor electrical & plumbing. Hourly rates for 

minor work same day. Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES

Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Spring is Here! Interior/
Exterior painting. Services include: walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of 

interior painting. Siding, soffits, windows. House & deck washing/staining. 
Drywall replacement/repair. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. 

Avail.  (574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications possible. We leave 
houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reasonable. We 

would be very appreciative to work in your home. 
Call me at (219) 393-0529.

THE DECK DOCTOR
Wood’s expensive, protect your deck so it lasts! Power wash, stain/seal, 
exterior wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana 

since 1993. Call (219) 299-9461.
 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
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LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 

yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at 
(219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
Private Gardening Service

Perennial Care / Containers / Design
FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
motaslawncarellc@gmail.com

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
RB’s SERVICES

Removals – trees, bushes, leaves (spring/fall cleanup). Lot clearings, 
haul away debris- house/garage, landscaping needs. Handyman work. 

Power washing – houses, drives, etc. In services since 1987.
Roger at (219) 561-4008.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Briar Leaf Golf Club, 3233 N. Indiana 39, is hiring for staff positions at 

the Grounds Department and Outside Services Department. Full-time and 
part-time positions available. Benefits include free golf and discounted 

meals. Apply in person at the Golf Shop. Ask for Jay or Cody.
The Beacher is seeking someone to deliver the newspaper on 
Tuesdays. A few businesses are included among the stops, but it’s 

mostly homes in beach communities. The person, who will be paid, must 
have his/her own vehicle. The individual currently in the position will train 
the new employee for a few weeks to familiarize him/her with the route. If 
interested, call (219 879-0088 and ask for Drew Tallackson, email drew@

thebeacher.com or stop by our office, 911 Franklin St.
FOR SALE

8 burial/urn plots in Greenwood Cemetary. $2,000 each.
Leave a message or text Brad at (239) 250-5265

LG washer unit (LGWM1388HW): 2.3 cu. ft., white, stack. Less than 2 
years old. Very gently used. $600 OBO. Call (219) 575-1885.

1999 Laser Sailboat with radial sail and Seitech dolly.
Excellent condition, $3,500. Call Brian (219) 221-0948.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 

lures, reels, collectibles, toys, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.
HOME WATCH

NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES
Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • 

www.mihomewatch.com Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties 
along the shores of Lake Michigan

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,
licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you 

in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077. 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
Two Boat Slips for Sale: The Moorings Association,

New Buffalo Harbor
36 ft. slip/$12,000 • 41 ft. slip/$14,000

Facility Includes: outdoor swimming pool/ whirlpool, 2 bath houses, fish 
cleaning station, private parking. Also available for rent. 

Call (312) 315-4166

Forestry Management Field Day
June 17 is the reservation deadline for Berrien 

County Conservation District’s “Forestry Manage-
ment Field Day,” which is from 4-8 p.m. EDT Thurs-
day, June 23, at Sarett Nature Center, 2300 N. Ben-
ton Center Road, Benton Harbor, Mich.

Guest speaker Jason Darling, Mason, Mich., will 
discuss managing farm woodlots, timber harvest-
ing, land management and wildlife restoration. He 
also will lead a talk and walk on the trails to help 
attendees become familiar with timber identifi ca-
tion and sizing.

Darling owns and manages Darling Forestry 
LLC. He is a Michigan Registered Forester with a 
bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University in 
forestry and a professional certifi cate in watershed 
management. He also is USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service-certifi ed in forestry manage-
ment plans and fi sh and wildlife habitat.

Speaker Alex Florian from the SWxSW Corner 
CISMA (Cooperative Invasive Species Management 
Area) will discuss combating invasive species that 
impact Michigan forests. Presenters Josh Appleby 
will provide information on the Michigan Agricul-
ture Environmental Assurance Program, while 
Mike Stickle will discuss USDA NRCS Forest Man-
agement Plans.

The event is free, with dinner included. Reser-
vations are required by calling the Berrien County 
Conservation District at (269) 471-9111, Ext. 3, or 
email lisa.kuntz@macd.org
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Bloomsbury Girls by Natalie Jenner (hard-
cover, $27.99 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook and an audiobook. 350 pages.) 

A book about a bookstore? I’m in literary heav-
en! This week’s book takes us to 1950 and London’s 
Bloomsbury Books and Maps shop. This is a nov-
el, but Jenner’s research adds real people and real 
places to make this a compassionate and fascinating 
read, fi lled with characters you won’t soon forget.

Like 84 Charing Cross Road and The Jane Aus-
ten Society (the prequel to this book), you will be 
charmed and amazed at the shop’s inner workings 
that dictate the lives and loves of its employees.

Evie Stone recently graduated from Cambridge 
University and hopes to stay there as a research 
assistant. Of course, she 
lost her chance to a male 
counterpart. “Thank you, 
Miss Stone, for your time” 
— translated — we have a 
man for the job who’s bet-
ter suited than you, a mere 
woman. 

Do I sound bitter? Yes and 
no. Remember, it’s 1950, 
and women in the workforce 
are fi ghting to gain recogni-
tion for their abilities, but 
it’s still a man’s world. Five 
years after the end of World 
War II, “…new opportuni-
ties for women were still being rationed along with 
the food.”

Evie fi nally lands a job at Bloomsbury Books and 
Maps in the Rare Books department. She soon dis-
covers the diverse, interesting staff and manage-
ment she will work for and with. Like…

Herbert Dutton, general manager and general-
minus-the-four-stars on his suit. He runs the shop 
like a military installment with a list of 51 rules 
that must be adhered to...or out you go.

Frank Allen, head of rare books, who is seldom in 
the shop as he combs the countryside attending auc-
tions for rare books the British Museum and well-
heeled customers will be interested in buying.

Master Mariner Simon Scott is head of history 
and would rather have everyone banned from his 
department — he’s defi nitely not a people person.

Ashwin Ramaswamy, from India, is head of sci-
ence & naturalism tucked away in a corner of the 
store; his main interest is entomology.

Alex McDonough, with the Hollywood good looks, 
is head of fi ction. His writing skills leave much to be 
desired, but maybe he should look at being an editor?

Add to this dominated male society Lord Baskin, 
owner of Bloomsbury Books. A congenial fellow who 
comes around in January to look over the account-
ing. The shop has been in his family for 100 years 
since his great-grandfather won it in a card game. 

He really doesn’t want to run the shop, he likes it 
that Dutton has everything shipshape.

Now, for the women at Bloomsbury…
Grace Perkins is married — husband and two 

children. Her husband came back from WWII a 
changed man, brooding and angry. He can’t keep a 
job and obviously needs mental help. Grace is secre-
tary to the general manager, happy to be away from 
the man she loved and now doesn’t recognize.

Vivien Lowry is beautiful and, well, out of sorts 
with the world. She was affi anced to a lord of the 
realm, but he was killed in the war. Ever since his 
death, his family wants nothing to do with Vivien, 
as they always thought her a gold digger. She also is  
a talented writer, hiding her ambition through fear 
of denial by the publishers.

Sounds pretty conventional for the day, but 
there’s more going on at Bloomsbury than selling 
books. There’s ambition (the ladies), thwarted by 
sex and misogyny (from the men), and there’s a de-
sire to buy out the store from the Earl by the men. 
And there are secrets by both sexes they don’t want 
each other to know. 

The rules set out by Dutton may seem funny to us 
today, but they were taken very seriously in 1950. 
Each chapter starts with one of them, like…

Rule No. 27: “Fraternizing with customers outside 
of the shop is strictly prohibited.” Then there’s Rule 
No. 34: “Staff shall not confuse work with pleasure.” 
That one made me laugh out loud! But my favorite 
is Rule No. 17: “Tea shall be served promptly four 
times a day.” How very British!

But the sexual tension between certain members 
of the staff is palpable. Hasn’t Alex fi gured out why 
Vivien is always at odds with him? They spar like 
fencing combatants; maybe they should put that 
emotion to something more productive? And that’s 
just the tip of the iceberg.

Wait till the men discover the women want to 
buy the bookshop, too! Will the sparks fl y? Never 
say working in a bookshop is dull. Jenner kills that 
theory very nicely, thank you!

All the characters in this book, even the references 
to actual authors who lived at the time, are brilliant-
ly portrayed and developed. The dismissal of now 
prominent 19th and 20th century female writers is 
explored, as well as the racism against Ashwin.

Yes,  this is a feel-good, lower your blood pressure 
read, and don’t we deserve that right now?

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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Source: GNIAR MLS, Market Share by Sales Volume, Residential Properties, 
LaPorte County, 1-1-22 to 4-1-22.
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2411 St. Lawrence Avenue, Long Beach
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