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Bill DeFuniak would rather I not write this story about his retirement as Long Beach’s clerk-treasurer. 
A modest man with a wry humor, he sought no fanfare, no farewell party.

But because he’s a gentleman, a public servant, DeFuniak agreed to sit down for an hour at Lakeshore 
Coffee & Specialties to talk about his life and his 10-year run as Long Beach’s clerk-treasurer. It’s an elected 
position some say is tantamount to being mayor of the lakefront community.

Most recently elected 
in the fall of 2019, DeFu-
niak’s term was to run un-
til the end of 2023. But he 
turned 85 in November and 
fi gured it was time to step 
away from the 40-hour-a-
week job and do what oth-
er octogenarians do: sleep 
past 6:30 a.m., visit his fi ve 
grandkids and play more 
bridge. A lot more bridge.

“I told myself that my 
brain was still working, 
and it was time to turn this 
job over to someone else,” 
DeFuniak explained with 
his usual sense of self-dep-
recation.

In 2011, at 75 and seven 
years into retirement, his 
wife, Barbara, encouraged 
him to run for clerk-trea-
surer.

“Barbara said, ‘You could 
do this,’ and I was encour-
aged by some residents to 
do so,” DeFuniak recalled.

Barbara died of compli-
cations from surgery at 75 
not long into his fi rst term. 
She was convinced he was 
more than up to the task 
of managing Long Beach’s 
offi cial records, its revenue 
and cash fl ow, the issuance 

Humble Servant
by Edmund Lawler

Bill DeFuniak is photographed in front of Long Beach Town Hall by The Beacher’s Edmund Lawler.Continued on Page 2
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On a blind date in San Francisco, he met Bar-
bara, who was working as a secretary for the San 
Francisco offi ce of BBDO, a major Madison Avenue 
ad agency. She grew up in Hinsdale, a western sub-
urb of Chicago, before migrating to California. They 
married in 1961 at St. Anne’s Catholic Church in 
San Francisco and began raising a family of two 
sons and a daughter.

In 1971, DeFuniak was transferred to Chicago, 
delighting Barbara, who would now be closer to her 
family in Hinsdale. Very close. That’s because they 
rented a home there and later bought a four-bed-
room 1869 farmhouse in the community.

DeFuniak had a faint familiarity with Chicago. 
Between the ages of 1 and 5, his parents lived on 
the city’s far North Side, close to his father’s offi ce 
for a legal publishing company.

“I was told that one of my 
playmates in our apartment 
building was the daughter 
of Stan Hack of the Chicago 
Cubs,” he said. Hack, a fl eet-
footed fi ve-time All Star with 
a quicksilver bat from the 
left side, played third base 
for the Cubs.

The family moved back 
in the early 1940s to San 
Francisco, where his father 
began teaching law rather 
than writing about it. In the 
1960s, his father published 
DeFuniak’s American-Brit-
ish Dictionary. Targeting an 
audience of travelers, the 
dictionary explained some of 
the linguistic differences be-
tween American and British 
English.

DeFuniak is a Slavic name, 
its origins in the Caucasus 
Mountains. The family line 
apparently migrated west 
into France, where it acquired 

the “De.” And it’s a name its owner has fun with.
“When I was campaigning for president of the 

sixth grade at Argonne Elementary School in San 
Francisco,” he said, “my sister and I made posters 
that read: ‘Don’t be a maniac, vote for DeFuniak!’”

of permits, licenses and public notices, and the 
disbursement of municipal funds.

Among other things. 
His math and computer skills came in handy. 

DeFuniak is a numbers guy. He majored in math-
ematics at the University of San Francisco, one of 
27 U.S. Catholic colleges or universities operated by 
the Jesuit religious order. He didn’t have far to go 
to college because he grew up in San Francisco. His 
father, William Q. DeFuniak, was a law professor at 
the university.

Prior to enrolling at USF, Bill DeFuniak attended 
St. Ignatius High School in San Francisco, not to 
be confused with the Jesuit high school of the same 
name in Chicago.

“I had some fun with that 
one,” he said with a chuckle. 
“After St. Ignatius College 
Prep in Chicago relaunched 
its football program, I told 
some of the staff in Long 
Beach that I once played foot-
ball for St. Ignatius. They said 
that’s impossible because the 
school hadn’t played football 
in years. That’s when I told 
them I went to the San Fran-
cisco version, and they got a 
good laugh.”

DeFuniak was a ferocious 
6-foot-2, 200-pound tackle 
who played on both sides of 
the line for the St. Ignatius 
Wildcats. At USF, he contin-
ued to play football, but at 
the club level because the 
university no longer fi elded 
its once-storied intercolle-
giate football team. Just as 
well, because math was a de-
manding major.

After graduating, DeFu-
niak parlayed his math degree into a sales position 
on the West Coast with IBM. He spent 5 1/2 years 
selling computers before switching to the program-
ming side for companies in northern California’s 
burgeoning software industry.

Humble Servant Continued from Page 1

Bill during his football days at St. Ignatius 
High School in San Francisco

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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The name must have been magic because DeFu-
niak won the election, which was his last campaign 
until 2011 in Long Beach.

His move back to the Midwest in 1971 wasn’t 
quite the shock Californians experience when they 
relocate to a four-season climate with its extremes 
of blistering heat and brutal cold. He pointed out 
that he’s from the chilly, fog-shrouded city of San 
Francisco, not sunny southern California. As Mark 
Twain once put it, “The coldest winter I ever spent 
was summer in San Francisco.”

In 1981, DeFuniak and a friend from the software 
industry launched an executive recruiting fi rm 
called DeFuniak and Edwards, with a focus on ex-
ecutive placement in the technology and insurance 
industries. DeFuniak was now captain of his own 
ship, but the constant travel was a challenge.

He recalls a time in the mid-1990s when his son, 
Andy, a Chicago doctor, bought him and Barbara 
expensive, fi fth-row seats to a performance of the 
hit play “Rent” in Chicago. DeFuniak promptly fell 
asleep, exhausted from a road trip of four cities in 
four days.

His breakneck pace slowed considerably when 
Barbara underwent a long series of surgeries. He 
was needed at home. That was about the time the 
family sold their house in Hinsdale in 1995 and 
bought a home in Long Beach.

DeFuniak retired in 2004 and continued to care 
for Barbara until her death in 2012.

Bill and Barbara on their wedding day in 1961.

“She was a very easygoing, caring person,” he 
said. “In 51 years of marriage, we may have only 
exchanged a few harsh words.”

In 2014, while still in his fi rst term, he suffered 
another terrible blow. His daughter, Katherine, a 
mother of three, died of cancer. Continued on Page 4

500 S. EL PORTAL
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INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING
CARRYOUT

ALL FIRED UP 
OPENING MARCH 11TH AT 4 PM 

EARLY SPRING HOURS: 
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Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza 
prepared and cooked just as it was over 170 years ago 

Our passion is to provide our guests this authentic 

and wine. 

Come and relax,
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Humble Servant Continued from Page 3

DeFuniak carried on amid the waves of grief. He 
says he was grateful he had the clerk-treasurer’s po-
sition because of the outpouring of sympathy from 
the staff and community. And he had somewhere to 
go, something to distract him from the devastating 
personal losses.

Deanna Carlson, the town’s deputy clerk-treasur-
er, chokes back tears when she talks about her boss 
of the past decade.

“I was very fond of Bill,” she says. “He was like a 
father fi gure to me. He was very humble and very 
giving, and he totally trusted me.”

Carlson noted his brilliance with numbers, and 
that he had not lost an ounce of his mental acuity 
well into his 80s.

“I am grateful to have known Bill for 10 years,” 
she added.

The New Face in Town Hall
Bill DeFuniak left big shoes to fi ll at town hall. 

Size 13, to be exact. But Tim Perry, his replace-
ment as clerk-treasurer, goes two better at size 15.

At 6-foot-10, Perry will be a towering presence 
in town government as he completes DeFuniak’s 
term that runs through the end of 2023. Perry 
was appointed by the Republican Party of La-
Porte County, which controls the seat because 
DeFuniak won as a Republican in 2019. He ran 
as an independent in his successful campaigns in 
2011 and 2015.

Perry, 58, 
operates from 
both sides of 
his brain with 
a verve for hard 
numbers and 
fi ne art. A Long 
Beach home-
owner since 
1995, he is a 
Realtor, a mort-
gage broker and 
an accomplished 
artist whose vi-
brant paintings 
hang in restau-
rants and bars 
in and around 
Michigan City.

A former basketball player for Maine South 
High School in Park Ridge, the suburban Chicago 
community where he grew up, Perry has no illu-
sions about the challenges that lie ahead.

“My real goal is to help mend fences here,” he 
said. “There are a lot of things that are too con-
tentious in Long Beach. I love Long Beach, and 
want it to be the nice, sweet beach town it used to 
be and should be.”

He developed an interest 
in town government while 
undertaking a nine-month 
renovation of his home at Stop 
18 that his parents fi rst pur-
chased in 1978. Along the way, 
Perry became a frequent visi-
tor to Long Beach’s historic 
John Lloyd Wright-designed 
town hall. He got to know peo-
ple and the inner workings at 

town hall. He has yet to determine if he will run 
for the clerk-treasurer position in the fall of 2023

Engaging and personable, Perry and his wife, 
Jenny, have three sons: Dan, Brad and Mike.

“I’m thrilled about the challenge of being a part 
of local government,” Perry said. “I hope to bring 
some unity to the community.”

Tim Perry is photographed by The Beacher’s 
Edmund Lawler with a painting he did of the 

lakefront.

A portrait of Bill 
DeFuniak by Tim Perry.

Mark Swistek, Long Beach Police Department’s 
chief marshal, echoed Carlson’s sentiments.

“Bill’s been a joy to work with,” Swistek said. “He’s 
always carried himself with great compassion.”

He, too, marveled at DeFuniak’s command of 
numbers, and his gentle human touch with the 
town hall staff.

The former Michigan City police chief, Swistek 
hoped he and his colleagues could celebrate DeFu-
niak’s career with a send-off party or luncheon.

DeFuniak quietly resisted them. But it’s not be-
cause he didn’t appreciate them. He did, deeply so.

“They were a really good, dedicated staff. I loved 
working with them,” DeFuniak said refl ectively. 
“And I loved working for the people of the town by 
solving problems. Sometimes, it could be very mun-
dane, like replacing a garbage can with a crack in 
it. Or it might be a call from a resident complaining 
that their cell phone zones out every time they pass 
Town Hall, and they would like me to do something 
about it.

“For that one, the best I could do was to politely 
explain that it was beyond the scope of my mystical 
powers,” he said with a deep laugh. “Those are the 
things that are fun.”

This undated photo shows Bill riding a horse in Arizona.
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It’s my steadfast belief that Christopher Nolan’s 
“Dark Knight” trilogy is untouchable. Complete in 
story, character, theme and style. A seamless blend 
of fantasy and reality.

So when it was announced Matt Reeves (“Clover-
fi eld,” “Dawn of the Planet of the Apes,” “War of the 
Planet of the Apes”) planned to reboot the franchise, 
my reaction was, oh brother, here we go again. Do 
we have to revive everything? Are there any original 
ideas left in Hollywood?

Turns out, Reeves gets the last laugh. This is a 
Batman like no other. A nearly three-hour descent 
into a dark, noir nightmare. 

Christian Bale, for my money, still ranks supreme 
in the role, but the interesting thing is, he, along 
with Michael Keaton, Val Kilmer, George Clooney 
and Ben Affl eck, approached the character as hav-
ing fi gured out the Caped Crusader’s swagger. Rob-
ert Pattinson plays him as not yet settled in his 
comfort zone. When Batman maneuvers through 
crowds of police offi cers, he doesn’t do so with confi -
dence. The actor’s hesitance, the way Reeves places 
his camera, we have a Batman who is unsure of 
himself. Deeply aware of all the eyes on him, look-
ing down on him. Trying to fi gure him out.

Bruce Wayne is still wounded by the unsolved 

death of his parents, but Reeves doesn’t feel the need 
to restage this for the umpteenth time. Instead, he 
plunges into a mystery that fi nds The Riddler send-
ing cryptic messages in the guise of Dan Brown puz-
zles. The clues come bathed in violent deaths of city 
offi cials accused of lies and corruption.

This version of Gotham, more so than any before 
it, is a cesspool of crime and fi lth. Streets blanketed 
with trash. Boarded up storefronts. Seedy elements 
on every corner. And most of the criminal activity at 
night, with Gotham perpetually pelted by rain.

Batman enters a Mafi a underworld that includes 
The Penguin, played by an unrecognizable Colin 
Farrell resembling Robert De Niro in “Raging Bull,” 
and crime lord Carmine Falcone, played by John 
Turturro in a carefully subdued performance. You 
get the sense this vision of Gotham would mesh well 

“The Batman” is the Fresh Vision This Franchise Needs
by Andrew Tallackson

Batman (Robert Pattinson) and Catwoman (Zoë Kravitz) team up to stop crime lords in Gotham in “The Batman.”

★ ★ ★
“The Batman”

Running time: 175 minutes. Rated PG-13 for strong violent 

and disturbing content, drug content, strong language 

and some suggestive material

1/2

Continued on Page 8
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1405 INDIANA AVENUE
LaPorte, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS/3.5 BATHS
$425,000

321 EL PORTAL DRIVE
Michiana Shores, Indiana

1 BEDROOM/1 BATH
$319,000

FAIRWAY DRIVE
Long Beach, Indiana

100 X 138 LOT ON GOLF COURSE/LAKE VIEWS
$195,900

9111 N MEER ROAD W
Michigan City, Indiana
9.81 ACRES/2 PARCELS

$149,900

3901 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Michiana, Michigan

3 LOTS/120 FT OF LAKE FRONT VIEWS
$1,225,000

52214 MAIN DRIVE
Grand Beach, Michigan
6 BEDROOMS/6.5 BATHS

$2,150,000

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

ROOM FOR ADDITION AND/OR POOL
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Interested in advertising 

in the Dining Guide?
Call us today at 
(219) 879-0088

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP! • NON-SMOKING ENVIRONMENT
NOW SERVING LIQUOR & CRAFT COCKTAILS

124 W. 4th St. • (219) 879-9956 • www.ritzklub.com 

SAME TRADITIONAL 
BURGERS & REUBENS

NEW MODERN PUB FARE ITEMS
NOW FAMILY FRIENDLY UNTIL 

8:30PM 

SIXTEEN DRAFT BEERS
EXTENSIVE CRAFT, 
GERMAN IMPORT & 

DOMESTIC BEER SELECTION
DRAFT, BOTTLES & CANS  

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

TUESDAY 
SHAVED PRIME RIB

TRY OUR SPECIALS!

THURSDAY
COMFORT FOOD

ALL DAY

WEDNESDAY
PERCH BASKET

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More

@bartlettsfishcamp

LIVE MUSIC
THIS !
 Wed.-Thurs. open 3pm, Fri. - Sun. 11am. 

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

with the ’70s-style tone that Todd Phillips achieved 
in 2019’s Oscar-winning “Joker.”

Pattinson is fi ne. No trace of Edward Cullen here. 
He hits one note, though, and sticks to it, lacking 
the range Bale brought to the role. But Pattinson 
broods well, I’ll give him that. Zoë Kravitz balances 
him out with an angry energy for Selena Kyle/Cat-
woman. Ditto Jeffrey Wright as Batman’s Gotham 
police ally James Gordon. All the actors, in fact, are 
so compelling, the grimy world Reeves envisions so 
confi dently spun, we fi nd ourselves wrapped up in 
the mystery that unites them. We crave answers, 
not an action sequence every fi ve minutes.

Continued From Page 6 When action does arrive, Reeves knows how to 
adrenalize it. The fi rst sight of the batmobile pumps 
you up, the ensuing chase worthy of anything Nolan 
staged. The big fi nish, which has the city’s break-
walls destroyed, fl ooding Gotham, is particularly 
satisfying. 

With a budget rumored between $185 and $200 
million, Reeves clearly had the resources to achieve 
a fully realized world.

I was prepared to dismiss “The Batman,” yet 
walked away invigorated by it. That is the best ex-
perience, when a movie surprises you, catches you 
off guard. Defi es expectation. Delivers the goods.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

http://www.ritzklub.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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CONGRATULATIONS TO FEBRUARY’S TOP CLOSERS!

CHRISTINA STEELE
THE HUBER GALLOWAY TEAM

VINCE KISALADAREN HUBER & ZANE GALLOWAY

Information above is based
on sales volume and units

Visit Our Michigan City Office:
726 Franklin St. Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 221-4047

www.daprileproperties.com
Serving Indiana and Michigan

http://www.daprileproperties.com
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LaPorte Symphony Or-
chestra continues its 49th 
season by celebrating Gi-
useppe Verdi and Peter Ily-
ich Tchaikvosky at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, March 13, at The 
Holdcraft Performing Arts 
Center, 1200 Spring St.

Led by Music Director Dr. 
Carolyn Watson, LCSO will 
perform Verdi’s “Overture to 
La Forza Del Destino” and 
Tchaikovsky’s “Rococo Vari-
ations, Op. 33” and “Sym-
phony No. 5.” Masks are re-
quired upon entrance.

Watson returns after her 
fi rst successful venture with 
“Holiday at the Pops” in De-
cember. In addition to her 
duties with LCSO and as 
director of orchestra activi-
ties with the University of 
Kansas, she has led the All-
State Orchestras of Colorado 
and Washington, and served 
as guest conductor for the Kansas City Chamber Or-

chestra. Between her LCSO 
concerts in March and April, 
she will be the guest conductor 
at the Nevada All-State Or-
chestra and Pacifi c Lutheran 
University Honors Orchestra.

Joining the symphony is 
Hannah Collins as the solo-
ist for Tchaikovsky’s “Rococo 
Variations.” Championing 
new works, she recently per-
formed with the Grossman 
Ensemble, Bach Aria Soloists 
and Trinity Baroque Orches-
tra. She holds degrees in bio-
medical engineering and mu-
sic from Yale University, the 
Royal Conservatory of The 
Hague and City University 
of New York. She is assistant 
professor of cello at the Uni-
versity of Kansas.

Tickets cost $22 for adults 
and $20 for seniors. Students 
are free with ID. Tickets are 
available at www.lcso.net, by 

calling (219) 362-9020 or at Roxy Music in LaPorte.

LCSO Performance Set at Holdcraft Performing Arts Center

Guest soloist Hannah Collins.

SWEETWATER BOATING 
SUPPLIES

20% OFF 
STOREWIDE SALE

Saturday & Sunday,
March 12th & 13th

OPEN HOUSE 
at

38 N. Whittaker St.
New Buffalo, MI
269-469-6560

http://www.lcso.net
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Moore Construction
(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 32 years in business
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Kevin Murphy Products

Hoosier Star Auditions
LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra will hold 

auditions for the 17th Annual Hoosier Star on Sat-
urday-Sunday, March 19-20, at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, 102 G St., LaPorte.

Amateur singers of all musical styles from Indi-
ana and Berrien County, Mich., can compete indi-
vidually or as a duet. Auditions times are 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Saturday and 1-5 p.m. Sunday.  

Jarynn Sampson, the 2021 Hoosier Star Adult Division winner.

Contestants are divided into two age groups: 
Youth Division (17 and younger) and Adult Division 
(18 and older) at the time of auditions. Ten fi nal-
ists — fi ve in each age group — advance to the fi nal 
event, performing with LCSO and Music Director 
Dr. Carolyn Watson on Saturday, Sept. 17, at La-
Porte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. Audience 
members and a panel of judges will choose the fi -
nal two winners in each age division based on that 
evening’s performances. First and second place in 
the Youth Division receive $1,000 and $500, respec-
tively. First and second place in the Adult Division 
win $1,000 and $500, respectively.

Audition forms can be found at tinyurl.com/
mwkybau7. Contestants should pre-register for 
a guaranteed time slot. The fee is $20 per person 
or duet. If auditioning as a soloist and a duet, the 
competitor must submit two separate forms, includ-
ing separate fees. Applications must be received by 
March 15 to be eligible and receive a guaranteed 
time slot. Walk-in auditions will be available at the 
end of each day.

Applicants may provide an accompanist or sup-
ply a digital mp3-4 capable device. Acapella singing 
is not allowed. Email hoosierstar2018@gmail.com 
or call (219) 362-9020 for more details. Applicants 
will be notifi ed of the assigned audition date and 
time within a week prior to the auditions.

mailto:hoosierstar2018@gmail.com
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   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

Last Month’s Tech Troubles  
Are No More!

See You on St. Patrick’s Day!
278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304

 (219) 926-5001 Closed Tuesdays

NB Library Community Forum
New Buffalo Township Library opens its 2022 

Community Forum series with Edmund Lawler, 
author of The Graft: How a Pioneering Operation 
Sparked the Modern Age of Organ Transplants, 
from 6:30-8 p.m. EDT Tuesday, March 15, in the Po-
kagon Room.

The book focuses on the fi rst successful organ 
transplant: a kid-
ney from a re-
cently deceased 
woman grafted 
into a woman 
with a life-threat-
ening kidney dis-
ease. Remark-
ably, the surgery 
took place not at 
a big teaching 
hospital, but at 
Little Company 
of Mary, a small 
Catholic hospi-
tal in Evergreen 
Park, Ill. The transplant made news throughout 
the medical community, and spurred further devel-
opment of organ transplant research. It also raised 
serious ethical and moral questions, some of which 
still follow transplant surgery.

Lawler teaches journalism at DePaul University 
in Chicago and is a correspondent with The Beacher 
Weekly Newspaper. He is the author or co-author of 
six books. Copies of The Graft will be available for 
sale after the presentation.

The library is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Fo-
rum programs are sponsored by the Friends of the 
New Buffalo Library, and admission is free. Face 
masks are requested.

Edmund Lawler is photographed 
with a copy of his book.

Genealogical Society Bus Trip
April 9 is the reservation deadline for the bus 

trip to Allen County Public Library sponsored by 
LaPorte County Genealogical Society and Michigan 
City Public Library.

The trip is Wednesday, April 27. A Cardinal bus 
with Wi-Fi leaves Michigan City at 7 a.m. in front 
of the former Marquette Theatre near Marquette 
Mall, with a 7:30 a.m. pickup at Kabelin’s Ace Hard-
ware in LaPorte. It leaves Allen County Public Li-
brary at 4 p.m. Masks are recommended on the bus, 
but not at ACPL.

The $25 reservation per person is payable to 
LaPorte County Genealogical Society c/o Patricia 
Harris, 164 Riviera Drive, Michigan City, IN 46360-
6800. Call (219) 872-3273 for more details.

Part of the registration process involves signing 
a form that those attending will not hold the Gene-
alogical Society, Michigan City Public Library nor 
the bus company liable for contracting COVID and/
or any of the resulting health issues.

“Wake Up the Gardens”
Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12, 

will hold its annual “Wake Up the Gardens” Volun-
teer Day from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, March 26. 

Volunteers will help with spring cleanup, prepar-
ing the grounds for the May 1 season opening. That 
entails raking leaves, picking up fallen branches 
and sticks and cleaning up other debris.

Email volunteer@friendshipbotanicgardens.org 
by March 21 if interested. Students and Master 
Gardeners can earn service hours. They should take 
a rake and garden gloves, if possible. Water and 
light snacks will be provided. Dress for the weather.

Visit the Gardens’ Facebook event page for more 
details.

mailto:volunteer@friendshipbotanicgardens.org
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We’ve Moved!
Visit us at 1 N. Whittaker Street

New Buffalo, Michigan
269.469.8300

BHHSChicago.com/HarborCountry

©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Chicago
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A Touch of OCD House Cleaning

Owner
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

•  Post Construction Cleans
on New and Remodels

• Deep Cleans

•  Seasonal Cleans
• Recurring Cleans
• Free Quotes

(219) 380-6060
https://touchofocd.com

LaPorte, IN 46350
Email: touchofocd@gmail.com

FB: @CleainingtheOCDway

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public.

The front doors are open. Public seating is avail-
able, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• Duneland Stamp Club at 4 p.m. Thursday, 

March 10. The club meets the second Thursday 
of each month. New members are invited.

• Dunes Summer Theatre Preview at 4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 12. Dunes board members and 
Artistic Director Steve Scott will announce the 
2022 season. Scott also will provide background 
and context to the season.

• Great Decisions at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 
14. The foreign policy discussion group returns 
for its 24th season. The March 14 discussion is 
Russia and the U.S. Call (219) 873-3049 for more 
details. Reading material is available at the cir-
culation desk.

• Needle Arts Club from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Mon-
days in March. Membership to the group, for-
merly known as the Knit Club, is open to anyone 
interested in needle arts such as crochet, needle-
point, cross-stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand 
stitching. All skill levels and ages are welcome.

Classifi ed Ads Do the Trick!
Call us at (219) 879-0088

• March Madness Book Tournament for Kids 
& Teens through March 31. Stop by Youth Ser-
vices to vote for a favorite book.

• Virtual Story Time with Take-Home Craft. A 
new storytime video is posted at 10 a.m. Wednes-
days on the library  website and YouTube channel 
at www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/ Visit Youth 
Services to get the craft! The program is aimed at 
children through age 5. Contact the Youth Servic-
es department at (219) 873-3045 for more details.

❑

Volunteers are needed for the IRS Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance program at least one day a week 
during tax season through April. The IRS provides 
some training, and helpers must pass the VITA test 
through the intermediate level. Testing and training 
are online. Call (219) 873-3049 for more details. 

❑

Two new services are available:
• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 

of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E. 

Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

Michigan City Public Library

http://www.mclib.org/parents/story-time/
http://www.mclib.org
https://touchofocd.com
mailto:touchofocd@gmail.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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And the Nominees Are...
PICTURE

“Belfast”
“CODA”
“Don’t Look Up”
“Drive My Car”
“Dune”
“King Richard”
“Licorice Pizza”
“Nightmare Alley”
“The Power of the Dog”
“West Side Story”

DIRECTOR
Paul T. Anderson, 
“Licorice Pizza”
Kenneth Branagh, 
“Belfast”
Jane Campion, 
“The Power of the Dog”
Ryûsuke Hamaguchi, 
“Drive My Car”
Steven Spielberg, 
“West Side Story”

ACTOR
Javier Bardem, “Being the Ricardos”
Benedict Cumberbatch, 
“The Power of the Dog”
Andrew Garfield, “Tick, Tick … Boom!”
Will Smith, “King Richard”
Denzel Washington,
“The Tragedy of Macbeth”

ACTRESS
Jessica Chastain, 
“The Eyes of Tammy Faye”
Olivia Colman, “The Lost Daughter”
Penélope Cruz, “Parallel Mothers”
Nicole Kidman, “Being the Ricardos”
Kristen Stewart, “Spencer”

SUPPORTING ACTOR
Ciarán Hinds, “Belfast”
Troy Kotsur, “CODA”
Jesse Plemons, 
“The Power of the Dog”
J.K. Simmons, “Being the Ricardos”
Kodi Smit-McPhee, 
“The Power of the Dog”

SUPPORTING ACTRESS
Jessie Buckley, “The Lost Daughter”
Ariana DeBose, “West Side Story”
Judi Dench, “Belfast”
Kirsten Dunst, “The Power of the Dog” 
Aunjanue Ellis, “King Richard”

Rules for The Beacher’s Beat the Editor Contest:
Check one box in each category. Only one entry per person. Entries from 

Beacher employees will not be accepted. Forms can be dropped off at The 
Beacher or submitted by mail to: The Beacher, Attn: Oscar Contest, 911 
Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360. Only scanned copies will be allowed 
by email to drew@thebeacher.com. The deadline is noon Friday, March 
18. Editor Andrew Tallackson’s picks will appear in the March 24 edition, 
before the March 27 telecast. Those who beat his picks will be placed into a 
drawing. First place receives a $25 Swingbelly’s gift certificate and an AMC 
movie pass. Second place receives an AMC movie pass. If no one beats him, 
readers with the most correct picks will be placed into the drawing. The 
winner will be revealed in the April 7 edition.

Name:
City/Town:
Phone Number:

New Contest
Sponsor

Swingbellys!

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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Midway through the fi rst episode of “The Girl Be-
fore,” I experienced a thrill that had little to do with 
the story itself.

There’s been plenty of talk about the lack of good 
roles for actors of color. When they do surface, it’s 
often period pictures or “message movies.” True 
change, I would argue, comes when actors of color 
appear in projects once intended for white actors. 
When Hollywood abandons the dated belief that 
white audiences require white stars only.

“The Girl Before,” a new four-part HBO Max se-
ries based on J.P. Delaney’s lurid debut novel, is a 
British potboiler in the spirit of women-in-peril hits 
like “The Woman in the Window” and “The Girl on 
the Train.” But by casting black talent in the leads, 
it introduces former “EastEnders” actress Jessica 
Plummer to American audiences, and affords Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw (“Loki,” “The Morning Show”) the best 
role of her career. Mbatha-Raw isn’t just a pretty 
face: the window dressing movies and television re-
duce her to being. This is an actress who can hold 
her own with the best of them.

On the page, “The Girl Before” is a satisfying 
page-turner. The writing, itself, isn’t memorable. 
There are times when Delaney — the pseudonym 
for author Anthony Capella — slips into sleaze as 
a cheap way to spice up his tale...but in the end, it 
does what it’s designed to do: keep you guessing.

Delaney adapted his work, and he’s not only done 
an effective job, but surprisingly managed to im-
prove on it. Toning down the trashy elements, the 
story on the small screen is more of a character 
study, the female cast digging deep into the mate-
rial. The story is an exploration of control and ob-
session. Women obsessed and consumed by tragedy, 
men insistent on controlling every element of the 
world around them, especially their women.

Like the book, the narrative alternates between 
two women. Jane Cavendish (Mbatha-Raw), dev-
astated after her daughter is stillborn, moves into 
a minimalist home designed by a curious architect 
named Edward (David Oyelowo). His wife and son 
died at the house while it was under construction. 
We also meet “the girl before” — the woman who 
lived, and died, in the same home three years be-
fore Jane arrived. That would be Emma Matthews 
(Plummer), whose relationship with her boyfriend, 
Simon (Ben Hardy, “Bohemian Rhapsody”), is 
strained after a past sexual assault come to light.

The house, itself, is an extension of Edward’s per-
sonality. It limits and confi nes every aspect of the 
tenant’s life. Little to no personal effects. A virtual 
“housekeeper” that decides when the lights go on 
and off, or how long shower water keeps running. 

It strips the tenant of any identity so she is viewed 
solely as Edward wants her to be.

Jane is drawn into Edward’s world, where she not 
only becomes romantically involved with him, but 
also curious about what happened to Emma.

The pages of “The Girl Before” contained laugh-
ably fi lthy discussion on sex, as well as sex in pub-
lic places that read like Michael Douglas leftovers 
from “Basic Instinct.” But by dispensing with that, 
the series affords Mbatha-Raw and Plummer the 
room to give it everything they’ve got.

Mbatha-Raw’s Jane is sharper here. More at odds 
with Edward’s behavior. The actress is fi ercely in-
telligent and persistent. When the series deals with 
the loss of Jane’s baby, anyone who has experienced 
such pain will identify with her performance: It is 
raw and emotionally honest.

Emma, on the other hand, is a mess, and Plum-
mer makes her one, but on a far more tragic level 
than the book. Emma can’t escape tragedy. It sur-
rounds her. What we get from Plummer is a woman 
unraveling at every seam. Watch her. It’s heart-
breaking. Every action, every mistake thrust into 
Emma’s face.

The irony is that Oyelowo is sorely miscast as Ed-
ward. We know the guy can act. All you have to do 
is watch “Selma” (2014) to appreciate that. He does 
create an air of mystery about Edward. Other than 
that, he has all the sizzle of a bored CPA. Someone 
like “Bridgerton star Regé-Jean Page might have 
exuded the star power that explains why these 
women are drawn to Edward.

We appreciate that Delaney only required four 
episodes to tell his story. So many TV and stream-
ing adaptations milk their source for anywhere 
from 8-10 episodes, overstaying their welcome. But 
the series remains faithful to the book in just the 
right amount of time. And by focusing less on cheap 
thrills, the fi nale is surprisingly moving. These 
characters have been put through the ringer, and 
they deserve the resolution that comes their way.

You might be surprised by how much you like 
“The Girl Before.”
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

“The Girl Before” Classes Up Lurid Novel Big Time for HBO Max
by Andrew Tallackson

Above: Edward (David Oyelowo) tries to exert his control over Jane Cavendish (Gugu Mbatha-Raw) in “The Girl Before.” Below: The relationship between Emma 

Matthews (Jessica Plummer) and her boyfriend, Simon (Ben Hardy) is strained after a past sexual assault come to light.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
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We all know people like Julie, the restless spirit 
at the heart of “The Worst Person in the World.” 
Never happy. Content one minute, unfulfi lled the 
next. “Flaky” is how they’re described, that they 
need to get their you know what together.

Rarely, though, has a movie plundered the mind 
of an unsatisfi ed soul with such epic precision as 
this Norwegian Oscar contender for Best Interna-
tional Feature Film and Original Screenplay. It is 
the closing act of Joachim Trier’s “Oslo Trilogy” that 
began with “Reprise” (2006) and “Oslo, 31 August” 
(2011). You could say it’s a dark romantic-comedy, 
but it is more than that. And, the setting may be 
Oslo, but the journey could unfold anywhere.

Julie is played by Renate Reinsve in a perfor-
mance that deserved a Best Actress nomination. 
Maybe voters overlooked it because you don’t catch 
her acting. It is like Trier followed her around with a 
camera, and this is what he captured. Reinsve is an 
unstudied natural. Vibrant one minute, giddy with 
lust the next, then frustrating as heck, leaping to 
whomever or whatever might make her happy next.

In the movie’s prologue, we learn Julie began her 
20s as a medical student, then decided she is less 
structured, and more emotional, than the profes-

sion warrants. She shifted to psychology. When that 
grew weary, photography captured her fancy. Now, 
she’s working in a bookstore, biding time before the 
next burst of inspiration.

The men in her life follow the same pattern. After 
a while, the consistency, the routine, bore her, par-
ticularly any talk of starting a family. Children are 
not in her forecast. Instead, she craves the thrill of 
early romance.

Aksel (Anders Danielsen Lie), however, may be 
“the one.” Fifteen years her senior and a graphic 
novelist, he is everything she prefers and abhors. 
Creative, cerebral. At the same time, he wants chil-
dren. She has zero interest.

Another guy drops into the picture. Eivind (Her-
bert Nordrum). They meet at a wedding reception 
she crashes out of boredom. There is an attraction. 
They fl irt with the idea of cheating on their signifi -
cant others. And in the movie’s most magical mo-

A Restless Soul Finds Peace in Engaging “Worst Person in the World” 
by Andrew Tallackson

Renate Reinsve should have been a lock for a Best Actress Oscar nomination in “The Worst Person in the World.”

★ ★ ★ ★
“The Worst Person in the World”

Running time: 128 minutes. Rated R for sexual content, 

graphic nudity, drug use and some language
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ment, time literally stands 
still so Julie can act on her 
feelings for Eivind.

Had “The Worst Person in 
the World” been told from a 
man’s perspective, such be-
havior would be embraced 
as sowing one’s wild oats. 
But because the hero is a 
woman, she is cast by others 
as suffering from arrested 
development. A constant let-
down. The fi lm makes the 
argument that men defi ne 
key milestones women must 
achieve to be “successful.” 
But through Julie, and Re-
insve’s wonderfully honest 
performance, the fi lm makes 
a plea for allowing people to 
live life on their terms. Being 
content means having triumphed and failed. Hav-
ing explored different partners. There is a frank-
ness to the sexuality of “The Worst Person in the 
World.” Plenty of nudity and intimacy. But there is 
nothing lurid about it; rather, a matter-of-fact ac-
ceptance of people’s bodies, of their desires.

So how does Julie discover her place in the world? 
That is tricky. I don’t want to let slip any spoilers. 
Suffi ce it to say, someone from Julie’s past, some-
one she cared for, takes a turn for the worse. As the 
two reconnect, something happens to Julie. She 
slows down, puts her life on hold. Discards the re-
sentment, the barriers, that drove the two apart. 
Instead, Julie lets this person talk. Get everything 
out. Reinsve does beautiful work. We see it in her 
face. The change. The tragedy and inspiration be-
hind her ailing friend. We are moved by the way 
these two reconcile, and learn, from each other.

Julie’s longest-lasting relationship is with graphic novelist Aksel (Anders Danielsen Lie).

An American romantic-comedy might have fo-
cused on which man Julie ends up with in the fi nal 
scene. “The Worst Person in the World,” however, 
arrives at a deeper, far more affecting close. By fum-
bling through life, experiencing its highs and lows, 
Julie may have just discovered her place in the 
world. And she deserves it.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001875

Get great service & great 
rates.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly 
great rates for everyone. Call me for a quote 
to see how much you can save. You might be 
surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to 
State Farm® underwriting requirements. 

Mark Curi, Agent
203 N LaSalle St Ste 2100
Chicago, IL  60601
Bus: 312-726-3466
mark@markcuri.com
Licensed in IN and IL

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:mark@markcuri.com
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Deputy Marshal Tobin Babcock is in his 17th year 
with Long Beach Police Department. He began his 
law-enforcement career with LaPorte County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce in 1998. While there, he served in the 
jail, transportation and patrol divisions, and was a 
member of the Emergency Response Team (SWAT).

Babcock came to Long Beach Police Department 
in 2005 and handles patrol and investigation on the 
day shift. He also is the department training coor-
dinator.

Babcock was the department representative on 
the Indiana Department of Homeland Security Dis-
trict 1 Law Enforcement Strike Team. He is certi-
fi ed through the Indiana Law Enforcement Train-
ing Board as a primary instructor, and holds special 
certifi cations from the ILETB as an instructor in 
handgun, shotgun, patrol rifl e and emergency ve-
hicle operations. He holds instructor certifi cations 
from several other agencies.

Babcock is certifi ed through the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security, at The Center for Domestic 
Preparedness, New Mexico Technical College and the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center as an in-
structor in Field Force Operations (riot control), Field 
Force Extrication (removal of protester devices), Iden-
tifi cation of Vehicle Borne IEDs, Incident Response to 
Terrorist Bombings and Tactical Medicine.

Babcock continues to attend classes to help Long 
Beach deputies enhance their safety, and the level 
of service they provide, to residents.

During his career, Babcock has worked with 
Homeland Security, the U.S. Secret Service Close 
Protection Detail to the vice president, and was part 
of the security detail for the 38th G8 Summit and 
subsequent NATO Summit. 

At home, Babcock is the father of two children: 
Matthew, who is a Michigan City Police Department 
offi cer, and his daughter, Abby, who is an audio and 
visual specialist with the FOX network. In his spare 
time, he enjoys riding his motorcycle, cooking and is 
an avid competitor in the shooting sports, compet-
ing in pistol, shotgun, rifl e, long range and multi-
gun shooting matches. Babcock represented Team 
USA competing in 2018 in the IPSC World Shotgun 
Championship in Châteauroux, France, and the 

Long Beach Police Department in the Spotlight
Editor’s note — This week, we begin a monthly series on those who serve with Long Beach Police Department. 

2019 IPSC World Rifl e Championship in Karlskoga, 
Sweden.

Babcock regularly serves as a range safety offi -
cer at shooting matches and teaches fi rearms safety.  
He also ran the Blue Line 3 Gun event in Missouri, 
which is a charity event supporting families of fall-
en police offi cers.

(Deputy Jason Yagelski will be profi led in April.)

NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com
nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL 
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

Chamber Awards Finalists
The Michigan City Chamber of Commerce will 

announce winners in several award categories at its 
Annual Member Dinner. 

This year, in addition to recognizing milestone 
members and legacy businesses, the Chamber will 
announce winners in categories such as Community 
Impact Award, Small Business of the Year, Large 
Business of the Year, Young Professional of the Year 
and Ambassador of the Year. 

Nominations have been qualifi ed. They are: 
2021 Community Impact Finalists

1. HealthLinc Michigan City.

2. Lubeznik Center for the Arts.

3. United Way of LaPorte County.

2021 Small Business of the Year Finalists

1. Harbor Country Adventures.

2. Infi nite Painting & Design.

3. Social Que BBQ & Catering.

2021 Large Business of the Year Finalists

1. Blue Chip Casino, Hotel & Spa.

2. Franciscan Health Michigan City.

3. Horizon Bank.

2021 Young Professional of the Year Finalists

1. Cara Jones.

2. Holly Martinez.

3. Jessica O’Brien.

Any member who served on the chamber’s Am-
bassador Committee in 2021 is eligible for Ambas-
sador of the Year. Award fi nalists will be recognized, 
and winners announced, during the Annual Mem-
ber Dinner program March 25 at Blue Chip Casino. 
Members, businesses and the community are in-
vited. Event registration and sponsorship opportu-
nities are open and available through March 11 by 
visiting www.MichiganCityChamber.com, emailing 
info@mcachamber.com or calling (219) 874-6221.   

10-Digit Dialing Now Mandatory
Ten-digit dialing is offi cial for Indiana, Illinois 

and Michigan residents.
Those affected are: Indiana residents with (219) 

and (574) area codes; Illinois residents with (309) 
(618) and (708) area codes; and Michigan residents 
with (616), (810), (906) and (989) area codes.

A 10-digit call requires the three-digit area code 
and seven-digit telephone number, even when call-
ing someone in the same area code. The change does 
not affect a current telephone number. In the case 
of the Illinois (708) number, the 10-digit number 
may have to use trunk code 1, which is known as 
1+10-digit dialing, or national, format.

Why is this required? According to the Federal 
Communications Commission, “as more area codes 
begin to run out of new seven-digit numbers to as-
sign, a second local area code may be added, requir-
ing that area to transition to ten-digit dialing.”

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
http://www.MichiganCityChamber.com
mailto:info@mcachamber.com
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The 45th annual Maple Sugar Time festival runs 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, March 12-13. 

Learn how Native Americans fi rst boiled maple 
sap into sugar, and how early settlers used large 
iron kettles to make syrup. While walking along the 
maple trail, pass by the sugar shack where sap is 
boiled down the way the Chellberg family did it in 
the 1930s. Children can learn how to tap a tree at 
the Maple Fun Zone and meet farm animals while 
sampling a maple syrup snow cone.  

Stop by the front of the farmhouse where Indi-
ana-produced maple syrup and related products are 
for sale. Visitors can learn how to make maple syr-
up at home, and how modern farmers use advanced 
technology to make syrup today.  

Chellberg Farm is located at 618 Mineral Springs 
Road between U.S. 20 and 12 in Porter. 

❑

The National Park Service has approved an IDNP 
entrance fee that begins March 31.

The new revenue will help fund the Marquette 
Greenway Bike Trail, visitor services, parking and 
transportation improvements for a park that has 
seen attendance increase from 1.7 million visitors 
to more than 3 million since its 2019 name change. 

The fee only affects the national park, not Indi-
ana Dunes State Park. Costs vary depending on the 

method used to enter:
• The per person/walk-in/bike-in/boat-in rate is 

$15 (up to a maximum of $25 per family).
• Motorcycle pass is $20.
• One- to Seven-Day Vehicle Pass is $25.
• Annual Pass is $45.
• Commercial Fee for a Motor Coach (Bus): up to 

$100.
Holders of the following federal land passes will 

not pay an entrance fee: Annual Pass, Senior Pass, 
Veterans, Military and Gold Star Family Pass, 
Fourth Grade Pass, Access Pass (for permanent dis-
ability) and Volunteer Pass.   

The Entrance Pass (1-7 days) and Annual Pass will 
be available at: Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, Paul 
H. Douglas Center for Environmental Education, 
seasonally at West Beach Entrance Station or online 
at www.recreation.gov. The Annual Pass will be avail-
able March 1 and the Entrance Pass on the fi rst day 
fees are collected: March 31. There are plans to have 
local vendors such as gas stations, or other retailers 
near the park sell passes. More information will be 
available when vendors are confi rmed. Call (219) 395-
1882 or visit www/nps.gov/indu for more detail.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes National Park

Indiana Dunes State Park
The following program will be offered:

• Runnin’ with the Irish 5K Race from 8:30-
11 a.m. Saturday, March 12.

St. Patrick Catholic School, Chesterton will host 
the 22nd annual pre-spring event. Participants can 
walk or run on park roads. Visit www.runsignup.
com/irish5k to register. Park roads will be congest-
ed before and during the event.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs 
or for more information.

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

http://www.recreation.gov
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.runsignup
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MCAS Kindergarten Roundup
Kindergarten enrollment through Michigan City 

Area Schools is open online for the 2022-2023 school 
year, with students required to turn 5 by Oct. 1.

Parents/guardians can visit www.EducateMC.
net/kindergarten to begin the process. Once basic 
information is received, parents receive instructions 
on setting up a PowerSchool account to fi nalize en-
rollment. Parents/guardians will need a child’s of-
fi cial birth certifi cate, a parent/guardian’s driver’s 
license or state photo ID, proof of residency, immu-
nization records and proof of lead testing.

These documents may be uploaded during online 
enrollment or dropped off at the child’s school. Par-
ents who need additional assistance can come to 
their child’s school by appointment through March. 
Kindergarten students should be enrolled at the 
school that serves the area in which they live. If 
unsure, information is available by contacting the 
transportation department at (219) 873-2127.

School-based Pre-K programs, offered at Pine 
and Springfi eld elementary schools in partnership 
with LaPorte County Family YMCA, are open for 
fall enrollment as well. Children must be 3 by Oct. 
1. There are tuition fees; however, need-based schol-
arships are available and CCDF vouchers accepted. 
Visit http://educateMC.net/preK for details.

MCAS also is accepting applications for its K-6 
magnet schools, which include Pine Elementary 
School (visual and performing arts) and Lake Hills 
Elementary School (Indiana-certifi ed STEM school). 
Most magnet spots will be available at the kinder-
garten level. Slots in higher grades will be fi lled as 
space allows before the start of the school year. In-
formation and applications are available at www.
EducateMC.net/magnets. The deadline is April 29.

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

http://www.EducateMC
http://educateMC.net/preK
http://www.EducateMC.net/magnets
http://www.EducateMC.net/magnets
http://www.michianamechanical.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for more 50 years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Despite having the smallest team present, Michi-
gan City High School cadets earned fi rst-, second- 
and third-place trophies Feb. 26 at the Portage 
High School Marine Corps Junior Reserve Offi cer 
Training Corps military drill competition.

The Wolves Color Guard A fi nished fi rst, Color 
Guard B fi nished second and the Armed Exhibition 
platoon earned third place. Cadet Maj. Declan Rice 
commanded Color Guard A and Armed Exhibition 
platoon, while Cadet Lance Cpl. Marcus Mantel 
commanded Color Guard B.

Rice, who also commanded the Unarmed and 
Armed platoons, was impressed with his school’s 
performance, but is determined to improve.

“It was great to earn trophies in those three 
events, but I know that we can do better, particu-
larly in the Unarmed and Armed regulation compe-
titions,” Rice, a senior, said in a press release.

Major Tom McGrath, the senior Marine instruc-
tor, agreed with Rice’s assessments, but offered 
praise as well. 

“Most schools have a different commander for 
each category in a drill meet,” McGrath said in a 
press release. “Having the fl exibility and mental en-
durance to command four units is a tribute to Major 
Rice’s dedication to our program.”

Master Sgt. Jeff Benak, the Marine instructor, 
noted Mantel’s commanding Color Guard B, earn-
ing a second place trophy as a freshman.

“Younger cadets like Lance Cpl. Mantel, and fel-
low lance corporals (Matthew) Wilson, (Tanner) 
Klimczyk and (Keith) Hawley, have really stepped 
up as we try to recover from the effects of COVID.”

Mantel was grateful for the opportunity to com-
mand, and encouraged other students to consider 
taking MCJROTC as an elective course. 

These same cadets also helped honor their coun-
try and MCHS’ boys basketball seniors on Senior 
Night. The program provides a Color Guard for all 
home football and boys basketball games, along with 
just about every patriotic event in LaPorte County.

MCHS competed in the March 5 MCJROTC Re-

JROTC Earns Awards at Portage Meet

The Armed Exhibition platoon reports out after conducting
its routine at the Portage military drill competition.

gional Championship at Purdue University  West 
Lafayette. The winner competes in the national 
championship in April in Daytona Beach, Fla. That 
trip, like all MCJROTC activities, is done at no cost 
to the student; instead, the Marine Corps funds it.  

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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March 1, 2022
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Pin Ball Wizards    N/A  N/A
2. Gutter Busters    N/A   N/A
2. Pin Pals   N/A   N/A 
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Shelley Dunleavy  151
2. Carolyn Wiggins   150
2. June Salmon   150
3. Mary Lou McFadden   148
4. Kathy Osborne   146
SPLITS
Susie Lutz   3-10
Sue Woodland   7-8
Deb Konicek    4-5, 3-10
Kim Stokes    5-7
Mary Lou McFadden    5-7
THREE STRIKES
Lisa Albers

❑

More bowlers are invited when teams meet at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at City Lanes.

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

St. Patrick’s Day Parade/Magic Show
Michigan City Mainstreet Association will host 

the St. Patrick’s Day Parade from 1-2 p.m. Satur-
day, March 12.

The parade route 
heads north on 
Franklin Street 
from 11th to Fourth 
streets. Email presi-
dent@michiganc-
itymainstreetasso-
ciation.org for more 
details.

Afterward, “The 
Magic of Kalita!” is 
at about 2 p.m. at 
Michigan City Pub-
lic Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. The show 
is subject to change due to CDC guidelines.

Matt Kalita entertains a youngster 
at one of his shows.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
www.littlegiantpizza.com

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

36 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

mailto:presi-dent@michiganc-itymainstreetasso-ciation.org
mailto:presi-dent@michiganc-itymainstreetasso-ciation.org
mailto:presi-dent@michiganc-itymainstreetasso-ciation.org
http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
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Museum Photo Contest
This year’s theme for LaPorte County Historical 

Society Museum’s photo contest is “LaPorte County 
Streets and Signs.”

Open to all ages, photos must be taken in 2021 or 
2022 in LaPorte County. 
Entries can include pho-
tos of streets, intersec-
tions, advertisements 
painted on the sides of 
brick buildings or a road 
covered in fall leaves. 
The submission dead-
line is 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day, April 22, with judg-
ing results announced 
Saturday, April 29. 

All entries will be dis-
played at the museum 
in May, and select pho-
tos will be used in the 
2023 calendar. A full list 
of rules is available at https://laportecountyhistory.
org, or stop by the museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., La-
Porte.

Email Assistant Director Danielle Adams at as-
sistantdirector@laportecountyhistory.org for more 
details.

An example of the type of photo that 
can be entered in the contest.

Chesterton Art Center
Chesterton Art Center will host its new free pro-

gram Family Art Days from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Satur-
day, March 12.

The focus is Cathy Feeman, a local artist whose 
work highlights familial and cultural history, as well 
as the impact of storytelling. With guidance from 
the CAC team, guests can explore Feeman’s exhibit, 
then move to the classroom to create a mixed-media 
accordion book inspired by her work. All supplies 
are provided.

To support ongoing COVID safety protocols, fami-
lies must reserve a one-hour time slot and indicate 
the number of people in the group. The limit is 
eight guests per hour. Masks are required, and any 
changes in protocols will be communicated before 
the event. 

Visit tinyurl.com/2p82xznm to register. 
❑

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center 
at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for 
more details.

A sample of the mixed-media accordion book activity.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted. 219-214-0420

YOU CALL WE HAUL!YOU CALL WE HAUL!

Tired of asking your husband 
to get rid of that old junk?

COMMERCIAL• RESIDENTIAL • SENIOR DISCOUNTS • SMALL DEMO
FORECLOSURE • COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT • FREE ESTIMATES

https://laportecountyhistory
mailto:as-sistantdirector@laportecountyhistory.org
mailto:as-sistantdirector@laportecountyhistory.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

LaPorte County Parks staff, the park board and 
foundation presented their annual community 
awards during the March 1 park board meeting at 
Red Mill County Park.

“Organization of the Year” went 
to LaPorte County Highway De-
partment. Its staff assisted with the 
new playground at Bluhm County 
Park because it required consider-
able grade work to be at the needed 
elevation. The department helped 
reuse dirt on the edge of the new-
ly expanded and paved parking 
lot. Other efforts included signage, 
equipment needs, asphalt patching 
and brush trimming. The results 
helped save “tens of thousands of 
dollars on several projects,” accord-
ing to a press release.

“Outstanding Park Service 
Award” went to the entire full-time 
maintenance crew of Don Fuller, 
Boyd Lomow and Bob Walker. On 
top of maintaining parks and equip-
ment, they worked on major reno-
vation and improvement items at 
Bluhm. 

“Volunteer of the Year” went to 
David Love. As part of an Eagle 
Scout project, he designed, acquired 
materials for and constructed a lean-to at Luhr 
County Park to store items and equipment.  

LaPorte County Park Awards

Jeremy Sobecki (second from right) presents the Outstanding Park Ser-
vice Award to (from left) Bob Walker, Boyd Lomow and Don Fuller.

Duane Werner 
from LaPorte 

County Highway 
Department.

Love

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

WOOD CHIPSALES

 Interior/Exterior Painter 
For Only $275 A Day

Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $550 A Day

 Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $750 A Day

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

In the Area
March 10 — Duneland Stamp Club, 4 p.m., 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049. 

March 11-13 — “Clue,” LaPorte Little Theatre 
Club, 218 A St. Times: 7:30 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 2 p.m. 
Sun. Tickets: $17/adults, $16/seniors, $13/students. 
Reservations: www.laportelittletheatreclub.com

March 12 — St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 1-2 
p.m., 11th-Fourth streets. Info: president@
michigancitymainstreetassociation.org

March 12 — “The Magic of Kalita!,” 2 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 12 — Dunes Summer Theatre Preview, 4 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

March 13 — LaPorte County Symphony 
Orchestra, 3 p.m., The Holdcraft Performing Arts 
Center, 1200 Spring St. Cost: $22/adults, $20/
seniors,  free/students with ID. Tickets: www.lcso.
net, (219) 362-9020, Roxy Music, LaPorte.

March 14 — Teen Anime Club, 4:30-6 p.m., 
Meeting Room B @ LaPorte County Public Library, 
904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

March 14 — Teen D&D, 5-7 p.m., Meeting Room 
A @ LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

March 14 — Needle Arts Club, 5:30 p.m., Michi-
gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049. 

March 15 – Joyful Movement Easy Exercises for 
All Ages, 8:30 a.m., Luhr Park Nature Center, 3178 
S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. Free. Info: (219) 
325-8315, www.laportecountyparks.org

Through March 31 — Local artist Kristy Kutch,  
The Legacy Center Gallery @ Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Legacy Cen-
ter hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun.

First/Third Tuesday — Bingo, 5-6 p.m., Long 
Beach Community Center, Room 13, 2501 Oriole 
Trail. Free.

Saturdays — Turn Up Dance Fitness with Stacy 
G., 8:30-9:30 a.m., Long Beach Community Center, 
2501 Oriole Trail. Cost: $5 paid at class.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 

http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
http://www.lcso
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportecountyparks.org


March 10, 2022 Page 31
THE

Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

In the Region
March 10 — Noon Time Talk Series, 12:20 p.m. 

EST, Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. 
Main St., Elkhart. Admission: $5, members/free. 
Info: (574) 293-6660.

March 10 — Time Out with The Accidentals, 
Beth Nielsen Chapman, Kim Richey & Maia Sharp, 
7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks, Mich. General/$30, reserved/$55. Res-
ervations: www.acornlive.org

March 12 — Runnin’ with the Irish 5K Race, 
8:30-11 a.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 
N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: www.
runsignup.com/irish5k

March 12 — Family Art Days, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Times/reg-
istration: tinyurl.com/2p82xznm

March 12 — Brass from the Past (rock/soul 
tribute band), 7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Genera-
tions Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. General/$40, re-
served/$65. Reservations: www.acornlive.org

March 12-13 — Maple Sugar Time festival, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Chellberg Farm, 618 Mineral Springs 
Road, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

March 15 — New Buffalo Township Library 
Community Forum, Edmund Lawler (The Graft: 
How a Pioneering Operation Sparked the Modern 
Age of Organ Transplants), 6:30-8 p.m. EDT, library 
Pokagon Room, 33 N. Thompson St. Free.

March 16 — Berrien County Conservation Dis-
trict Native Plant Presentation, 2-4 p.m. EDT, Love 
Creek Nature Center, 9292 Huckleberry Road, Ber-
rien Center, Mich. Free. Registration: (269) 471-
9111, Ext. 3, nancy.carpenter@macd.org

Through March 25 — “Finding (Me)aning,” 
Red Cup Café, 115 Broadway, Chesterton. Info: 
programs@chestertonart.org

Through March 25 — Opportunity Enterprises 
exhibit, Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. County Road 
400 East, Valparaiso. Reception: 6-8 p.m. March 11. 
Info: (219) 462-9009, www.artbarnschool.org

Through March 26 — “Shadow, Mooring + Un-
dercurrents,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth 
St. Info:  (219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through May 28 — “University of Notre Dame: 
The Fabric of a Global University,” The History Mu-
seum, 808 W. Washington St., South Bend. Tick-
ets: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors (60+), $7/youth (6-
17), free/members. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Mon.-Sat./noon-5 p.m. Sun. Info: (574) 235-9664,  
www.historymuseumSB.org

Vickers Theatre — Starts March 11: “West 
Side Story.” Rated PG-13. Starts March 18: “Lico-
rice Pizza.” Rated R. Check website for details. All 
times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., Three 
Oaks, Mich. Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 
756-3522.

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

4125 Franklin •Michigan City
219.873.9401                        

info@patricksgrille.com    
PatricksGrille.com                   

THURSDAY, MARCH 17th 
Corned Beef & Cabbage Lunch & Dinner

Guinness Irish Stew & Fisherman’s Pie Dinner Entrees

NCAA TOURNAMENT  
All TVs tuned into the games

- 4pm - $5/Person 

DRAFT BEERS
  2 for the price of 1

http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.runsignup.com/irish5k
http://www.runsignup.com/irish5k
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
mailto:nancy.carpenter@macd.org
mailto:programs@chestertonart.org
http://www.artbarnschool.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
mailto:info@patricksgrille.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

March Special: bowls of all kinds, and children’s books, 50% off.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS

Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 
Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. 

Call for more info at (219) 809-8183.
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Professional window cleaning: Massive discounts until March 31.
Vaccinated. Call (219) 841-1340.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires • New 

Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes
VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599
Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Plumber • Painting & Tile

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

No job is too small or too large. Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Interior/exterior painting, deck stripping & staining, power washing & 

epoxy garage floors Call Steve Sacks for a free estimate at 
(219) 229-0738

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining, 
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or 

email: bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com 
PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES

Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Interior/Exterior paint-
ing. Walls, ceilings, trim, all paintable surfaces. Drywall replacement/

repair, texturing, wood graining. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority 
- Ref. Avail. 

(574) 279-1408.
Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.

Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications possible. We leave 
houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reasonable. We 

would be very appreciative to work in your home. 
Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 

210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

A service company for homeowners who seek help in 
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING 

the beauty of their outdoor design. 
Spring Summer Fall Schedules

FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 
/dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com 

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

mailto:classads@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:bracken.paintingllc@gmail.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
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The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

• American Legion, 107 N. Flynn Road, Westville, 
noon-5 p.m. Thursday, March 10.

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, March 14.

• St. John Kanty, 7012 N. County Road 600 East, 
Rolling Prairie, 1-6 p.m. Tuesday, March 15.

Donors must be in good general health and feel-
ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

Duneland Weavers Guild
Duneland Weavers Guild will meet through Zoom 

on Saturday, March 12, with registered guild mem-
bers receiving Zoom information by email. 

Tammy Deck, a fi ber artist, teacher and owner of 
TLD Designs, will discuss Thrumori Weaving, her 
term for a free-style technique that creates a textile 
from leftover yarns. A two-day virtual workshop fol-
lows the program.

Visit http://dunelandweaversguild.org or the 
group’s Facebook page for more details. 

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Town of Long Beach

BUILDING COMMISSION SECRETARY
Part-Time-20 Hours/Week

The part-time Building Commission Secretary will transcribe and prepare 
all Building Commission meeting minutes, and build and maintain vari-

ous MSExcel spreadsheets. Must be able to attend all on site and virtual 
Building Commission meetings.

High school diploma or GED is required.
Must be proficient with MSWord and MSExcel.

Previous transcription experience preferred.
Qualified candidates-send resume to:

P.J. Krueger-HR Solutions, LLC
2608 Oriole Trail, Long Beach, IN 46360

Email: pjksphr@comcast.net
Cleaning lady needs reliable driver to drop off and pick up after jobs.

1 or 2 houses a day Monday-Friday with occasional day off in between.
Locations between Michigan City and New Buffalo. Payment per house 

with car provided. Call Aldona at (219) 898-0546
FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Two large comfortable black leather sofas.
About 6 years old and in very good condition. 

Large 7x3 ft. $500 OBO • Small 5x3 ft. $300 OBO
Will sell together or separately. Can email photos & deliver locally

Call (219) 929-6893.
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property

Notice is hereby given that the self-storage units listed below will be sold 
on a public website by competitive bidding ending at 10 a.m. March 25 

at www.lockerfox.com for the property at:

Storage Solutions
4901 U.S. 12

Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 872-4247

No. 109 - Linda Clark
No. 249 - Chris Adams

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 

lures, reels, collectibles, toys, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

HOME WATCH
HOME WATCH SERVICES: Home Watch of Southwest Michigan pro-

vides periodic house checks to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while 
you’re away. INSURED, ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit 

and free quote, contact us today!
  info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

I’m MARIUS KASNIUNAS, a Realtor with Century 21-Affiliated,
licensed in IL and IN. Offices in Long Beach, Michigan City
and Orland Park, IL. I’m here to professionally assist you 

in your residential or commercial real-estate needs
Call/Text (708) 966-9077. 

REAL ESTATE INVESTING
RENTALS INDIANA

1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent 
in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished. 

Available through May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available through May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515.
Lovely, cozy & charming winter cottage. Furnished 2BR/1BA, living 

room, kitchen, sunroom, deck. Available through May. $1,350/mo includes 
utilities up to $200/mo. Central heat. 2 blocks to Lake Shore Drive @Stop 

38. Call (415) 548-0498

http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://dunelandweaversguild.org
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:pjksphr@comcast.net
http://www.lockerfox.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch.com
mailto:leasing@harborandlake.com
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The Cage by Bonnie Kistler (hardcover, $26.99 
in bookstores and online; also available as an eBook 
and an audiobook. 346 pages.)

Is it murder? Is it suicide?
This thrilling, non-stop read leaves you guessing 

until the wow! ending. See what you think…
It’s a Sunday night, no one else is around and two 

women enter an elevator on the 30th fl oor where 
they work. Something goes wrong, the power goes 
out and the elevator stops and is sunk into utter 
darkness. One woman makes a call to 9-1-1.

Reaching the main fl oor, the doors 
open, one woman is standing, the 
other is dead of a gunshot wound.

Is it murder? Is it suicide?
Warning: You will have those “wait 

a minute” moments when something 
contradicts what you read earlier. 
Maybe you’re just being overly cau-
tious. Or, maybe you should be wary?

The fi rst woman is Shay Lambert, 
newly hired lawyer; the second, and 
very deceased, is HR director Lucy 
Carter-Jones. They both work for 
CDMI, a worldwide fashion manu-
facturer. The acronym stands for 
the founder of the company and past 
famous fashion model: Claudine de 
Martineau International. 

Since Lucy is the dead one, only 
Shay can relate what happened in 
the elevator. She says Lucy was ner-
vous, seemed to hyperventilate when the elevator 
stopped and fi nally pulled a pistol out of her purse. 
Shay said there was a struggle, and the gun went 
off.

Sounds pretty straightforward, and the police 
have no reason to believe otherwise. Enter J. In-
gram Barrett Jr., senior VP and general counsel of 
CDMI. All he can think about is Lucy’s recent re-
mark — “I could burn this place down”— and all 
his less than sympathetic mind can think of is “…
maybe now, through her death, she’d done it.” Hmm. 
Just what is CDMI up to? And if so, who’s involved?

Of course, there’s much more to this story than 
meets the eye. And Barrett is convinced Shay shot 
Lucy in cold blood. Maybe not convinced, maybe just 
wanting it to be true to tie up a few loose ends. And 
he’s just the man to prove it. 

The real question is, why does Lucy’s death have 
to be murder and not suicide? Just what is Barrett 
hiding?

The story then goes back about eight years ago 
when Shay and David fi rst got married. He was in 
fi nance and she in law. The 2008 fi nancial fi asco 

found them both out of jobs and out of their expen-
sive lifestyle in New York City. Bills piled up and 
their savings gradually disappeared.

While David was decimated and turned to drinks 
and drugs, Shay found employment wherever, fi -
nally landing the job with CDMI just a few months 
ago.

She’s a smart gal, our Shay, and fi nds some pa-
perwork in her new desk that probably wasn’t sup-
posed to be left there. If you’re into law, you’ll love 
the behind-the-door business practices going on 
with CDMI. Does their illustrious founder know 

what’s really going on? She’s holed 
up in France in some out-of-the-way 
country mansion, so why should she 
care?

Alternating chapters in Shay’s voice 
give us a sympathetic view of her and 
her life up to now. But other chapters 
give a different view. She keeps to a 
story of innocence, but nagging doubt 
fi lls your mind.

Evidence suddenly shows up mak-
ing Shay look very guilty, indeed. 
Planted? Of course. Someone is try-
ing very hard to get her charged and 
found guilty of murder — someone 
with very deep pockets.

The story goes at warp speed. You 
will think you’re on the giant roller 
coaster ride at Six Flags. Shay is fi nal-
ly charged with killing Lucy and sent 
to jail awaiting trial. Her fear of hav-

ing to defend her virtue against hard-nose criminals 
turns into a hoot as the women prisoners line up for 
legal advice when they fi nd out she’s a lawyer!

After two months in jail, Shay is taken out of her 
cell and told she has been bailed out. By whom? 
That’s the big question because Shay has no money. 
And her benefactor is an even bigger surprise. 

Shay’s life suddenly takes a new turn — it’s a 
complete turnaround in a dream job that will set 
her up for life, but, of course, she has other ideas. 
It’s said revenge is a dish best served cold, but two 
months in jail has made that dish steaming hot.

This is a psychological thriller that shows how 
youthful joy and expectation give way to the harsh 
reality of greed and corruption at the highest cor-
porate level, as well as the use and abuse of people 
who are nothing more than disposable — just use 
‘em and lose ‘em when they are no longer important.

Kistler is a Bryn Mawr graduate and former 
Philadelphia trial lawyer. A wholly original legal 
thriller, The Cage surely will put her on the list of 
must read books of 2022.

Till next time, happy reading!
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

LAPORTE 

3br/1.1ba / $349,000
Barbara Pinks • 574.876.5967 

117NilewoodDrive.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

4br/1ba / $189,000
Braedan Gallas • 219.229.1951 
3115ClevelandAvenue.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/1ba / $85,000
Gus Tsaparikos • 219.873.6837 

418E10ThStreet.info

LAPORTE 

2br/2.1ba / $595,000
Mills/Roch • 312.243.0716 

6865Nature4.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

3br/1ba / $435,000
Gus Tsaparikos • 219.873.6837 

10724W400N.info

MICHIANA SHORES

4br/3.1ba / $1,525,000
Micky Gallas • 219.861.6012 
3915BrooksideDrive.info

BEVERLY SHORES

3br/2ba / $635,000
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090 

158ERipplewater.info

LAPORTE 

5br/3.1ba / $2,700,000
Renny Mills • 312.243.0716 

676E700North.info

VALPARAISO 

3br/3.1ba / $1,325,000
Mark Hull • 219.406.8090 
3159HeavilinRoad.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360
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2603 SHOREWOOD DRIVE, LONG BEACH
Long Beach Area

Close to Lake Michigan, great shopping and
Lake Claire access for kayaking & fishing

5535 N COUNTY LINE ROAD, MICHIGAN CITY
3 parcels on 63 acres of land

Offered at: $262,000
Chip Jones| 219-324-4640

Under Contract in 48 hrs!

Meghan Maddox
219-874-5209

7100 LENBURG RD, PORTAGE
3 beds | 3.5 baths | 2,393 sq ft

Close to Lake Michigan
Log Cabin, Wrap Porch, Hardwood

Offered at: $399,000
Meghan Maddox|219-874-5209

: https://bit.ly/3pqdZlg

�������� ���	�

Zach was born and raised on the shores of Lake Michigan and has lived in
the Michigan City area his entire life. After spending 20 years in the trades,
including owning and operating a busy painting company for the last 12
years, Zach decided to bring his experience with both the area and beach

homes to the real estate world.

219-878-3325 |zbaker113@gmail.com

mailto:zbaker113@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3pqdZlg

