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now-endangered-in-Indiana trilliums. 
Her passion for art would become constant, wo-

ven into the tapestry of her life. 
She honed her art skills at Arsenal Technical High 

School, graduating in 
1940. While attending 
Indiana University, 
she was employed at 
an insurance agency. 

“When I left the of-
fi ce at noon, I was 
angry with my boss,” 
she explained. “I saw 
the recruiting of-
fi ce, walked in and 
thought, ‘I’m going in 
the Navy.’” 

She began her mili-
tary service on Jan. 
6, 1944, fi rst being 
sent to Bainebridge, 
Md., then to the New 
York Fleet Post Offi ce 
before her fi nal desti-
nation of Norfolk, Va. 
Her job was to case 
mail (determine where 
it was headed), placing 
it in containers on skiff 
boats retrieved by sail-
ors back to their main 
boat. 

“They wouldn’t let 
the women on the 
ship,” she explained. 

She was discharged 
from the Navy on 
Feb. 18, 1946, having 
achieved the rank of 

At 100 years old, Michigan City resident Ruth 
Genevieve Lyness has lived a full life, and she looks 
to the future with just as much zest. 

The former longtime Long Beach resident was 
born July 16, 1922, in 
Indianapolis to Oscar 
and Esther Nordberg. 
With a brother and sis-
ter several years older, 
she was somewhat of 
an only child, and re-
calls making strips of 
connected paper dolls 
for her cousins when 
she was 10 or 11. 

This passion for art 
seemed to be in her 
genes. In the early 
1900s in Bedford, Ind., 
her father worked in 
terra cotta used in the 
facades of skyscrapers, 
as well as limestone, 
in Evanston, Ill. 

As a young adult, 
her appreciation for 
art increased as she 
worked for her brother, 
Bernard Nordberg, a 
commercial landscape 
artist. 

When asked which 
fl owers are her favor-
ite, not missing a beat, 
she replied, “All fl ow-
ers are my favorite 
fl owers.” However, she 
did note that at her 
former Long Beach 
residence, she had the 

The Tapestry of Life
by Kim Nowatzke

Ruth Lyness, now 100 years old, stands next to a portrait she made of her mother, 
Esther Wilhelmina Nordberg. The work was inspired by a photograph taken of her 

mother before Ruth was born. Photo by Kim Nowatzke. Continued on Page 2
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mailman third class. So, she returned to college to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in fi ne arts. 

It was in the Indiana University bookstore that 
she met her future husband, John Lyness. The two 
enjoyed their days as members of the Independent 
Students Association. John was studying through 
the GI bill while in the Army reserves, after having 
served 14 months in the European theatre in World 
War II as a rifl eman/radio operator/paratrooper.  He 
was recalled into service on Sept. 1, 1948, and en-
tered with the rank of second lieutenant. 

John and Ruth were married on Feb. 8, 1949, at 
Fort Dix, N.J. During the next 12 years, John would 
serve at several posts, including those in Charles-
ton, S.C.; Dallas, Texas; Hokkaido, Japan; Fort 
Benning, Ga.; Fort Bragg, N.C.; and Korea. 

Lyness remembers around 1951 traveling alone 
with a 1-year-old and a baby on an Army ship to live 
with John, now a captain, in Hokkaido. She met up 
with him, and immediately Japanese girls took care 

The Tapestry of Life
Continued from Page 1

Ruth Lyness (center, sitting in chair) is photographed with her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and nephew with his family as they celebrate her 100th birthday on July 16.

of the children so the couple could sightsee together. 
She fondly recalled the sights of Japan, including the 
beautiful Japanese gardens and a type of amusement 
park/playground on the roof of a department store.  

“We went home together, which was nice,” Lyness 
added about the family’s return to the states. 

It was at Fort Bragg that Lyness “got anxious 
to do my art” and started teaching it to other offi -
cers’ wives. She held her fi rst art show in the early 
1950s, proudly noting that generals traveled from 
Washington, D.C., to see it. Lyness’ art wouldn’t 
be featured again until a First Friday Art Walk six 
years ago at First United Methodist Church. She 
was 94 then, and pieces of her portraits, ceramics, 
weavings and other art were on display. 

One of her most harrowing moments involving 
her husband’s military service was a fi eld day held 
by his division. There were big crowds of civilians, 
military service personnel, families and dignitaries. 
During a paratrooper demonstration, a plane  tragi-
cally crashed while she watched in horror. 

“I thought John was in the plane,” she said, “but 
he was on the ground taking pictures (as an offi cial 
photographer).”

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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After discharging from the Army on Sept. 30, 
1957, John and Ruth lived in Bloomington, Colum-
bus, Ind., and Indianapolis. Their fi rst child, Jack, 
was born in 1950 at Fort Dix, N.J. Daughter Kris 
(Prohl) joined the family in 1951 while they were 
stationed at Camp Atterbury in Edinburg, Ind. 
Next came Karen in 1954, then Kathy (Lee) in 1957 
while the family was at Fort Bragg in Fayetteville, 
N.C. John and Ruth’s last child, the only one born 
after John’s discharge, was David when the family 
moved to Columbus. 

Ruth met her husband, John, at an 
Indiana University bookstore. They 

were married on Feb. 8, 1949.

John and Ruth Lyness celebrated 
50 years of marriage on 

Feb. 8, 1999.

The Lynesses moved to Long Beach in January 
1966. The couple cherished their beautiful home 
overlooking the Long Beach Country Club golf 
course on Floral Trail. Ruth lived there for 50 years 
until 2017. 

“John was looking for work in the area,” she ex-
plained. “He really liked it here and asked me to 
come up and see it.” 

Due to a teacher shortage at the time, Lyness 
worked under an emergency teacher’s license, fi rst 
at Riley Elementary School in the fourth grade, 
then at Krueger Middle School. The administra-
tion soon discovered her talent and passion for art, 
so she quickly moved into the art teacher position 
there, which she held for 20 years from 1968-1988. 
She was a Michigan City Area Schools’ Hall of Fame 
recipient in 1995. 

She would go on to earn a master’s degree in edu-
cation in 1970 from Indiana University at Bloom-
ington and Gary. She even completed her student 
teaching while working at Krueger. Lyness loved 
the two decades she spent there. Some of her most 
memorable moments include her students creating 
a mural of Martin Luther King Jr. and fi ve 20-foot-
tall hot air balloons for the gymnasium. For a school 

Continued on Page 4
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foyer bicentennial display in 1976, she directed stu-
dents to make life-size wire sculptures of a fi fer, fl ag 
carrier and drummer based on the famous painting, 
“The Spirit of ’76.”

Lyness handled all of the stage sets, props and 
make-up for the Krueger drama and art clubs. Her 
daughter, Karen, recalled two “Wizard of Oz” pro-
ductions her mother was in-
volved in: one in the ’60s and 
one when Karen, herself, was 
a teacher in the ’80s. Karen 
has fond memories of being 
a student in her mother’s art 
club at Krueger. 

After working as a long-
term substitute teacher, Kar-
en followed in her mother’s 
footsteps and became a teach-
er. Karen earned her master’s 
degree with a specialty in se-
vere disabilities. She retired 
in 2015 after 27 years — 25 of 
which were with MCAS — as 
a secondary education special-
education teacher. 

As an artist, Ruth Lyness 
enjoined working “in a little bit 
of everything,” which included 
oils, pastels, ceramics, pottery 
and woodcarving. Many are 
on display at her home, such 
as two of her favorites – pastel 
portraits of African-American 
women. She also created one 
of her mother, Esther Wil-
helmina Nordberg, from a photograph taken of her 
before Ruth was born. This also is in pastels, one of 
her favorite mediums. 

In addition to her art, Lyness had many other in-
terests. She was active in United Methodist Wom-
en, the altar guild and choir, and the soup kitchen 
ministry at First United Methodist Church. For 
several years, she delivered Meals on Wheels in the 
community. 

John and Ruth both sang in the Michigan City 
Community Choir. John sang bass in SPEBSQSA, 
the Barbershop Harmony Society. Ruth sang with 
the Sweet Adelines, a worldwide organization of 
women singers, for 10 years until it disbanded; her 
daughter, Karen, joined her. The couple, along with 
daughter, Kris, and son-in-law, Mike, were active 
members of the Star Righters Square Dance club 
for several years. 

“They were both musical people all their lives. 
They taught us to be musical,” Karen noted. 

When asked to share her secret to reaching 100, 
Ruth Lyness attributes it to Shaklee Corp. products. 
She and John became involved in selling it in the 
late ’70s/early ’80s. While he focused on the com-
pany’s air fi lters and water fi ltration systems, Ruth 
was more interested in its make-up line and eventu-
ally health supplements and cleaning products. 

“She stayed with the supplements,” Karen said.

Ruth takes four daily medications, in addition to 
several Shaklee supplements, as well as the com-
pany’s protein shakes, personal care and skin care 

products. She is remarkably 
healthy for her age except for 
some hearing loss and macular 
degeneration. 

“I’m healthy,” she said. “The 
doctor can’t fi nd anything 
wrong with me.” 

Ruth is still considered a 
Shaklee distributor, but Kar-
en also became one in 2015 
and handles the family’s in-
volvement. At a Shaklee Glob-
al Conference in August, Kar-
en was surprised to hear the 
company’s president mention 
her mother and another dis-
tributor over the age of 100 in 
a speech, displaying their pho-
tos on a screen for all 5,000 at-
tendees to see. 

John passed away on 
Aug. 22, 2014, after 66 years 
of marriage. Today, four of 
her children live in LaPorte 
County, while Jack lives in 
Newark, Calif. Ruth has fi ve 
grandchildren and fi ve great-
grandchildren. The family en-

joys getting together often to celebrate holidays and 
birthdays. 

Ruth’s 100-year-old birthday celebration on July 
16 at Lynn Williams Hall in New Carlisle was ex-
tra special. In attendance were more than 60 fam-
ily members, friends, former students, co-workers 
and more whose lives Ruth touched. She was able 
to greet them from a fancy, high-backed chair as she 
wore a special corsage and golden sash that read, 
“Birthday Girl.” She had the pleasure of hearing 
her fi ve great-grandchildren, ages 2-8, sing “Happy 
Birthday” on stage to her. She received 140 birthday 
cards and donations — she requested them in lieu 
of gifts — adding up to a sizable gift to First United 
Methodist Church. 

Ruth enjoyed the event, as she reminisced about 
the past and caught up with those she hadn’t seen 
in years. And, in her own positive, upbeat, matter-
of-fact way, she is ready to live life to the fullest, one 
day at a time, looking forward to her next birthday. 

The Tapestry of Life
Continued from Page 3

The Lyness family in a photo taken about 1963 or 1964. 
The front row is David Lyness. The middle row is Kathy Lee, 
John Lyness and Ruth Lyness. The back row is Kris Prohl, 

Jack Lyness and Karen Lyness.
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1402 INDIANA AVENUE
LA PORTE, INDIANA

4 BEDROOMS / 2 BATHS • $449,500

This 1845 Queen Anne estate has been 
meticulously restored and is in the center of 

LaPorte’s prestigious Historic District. The home 
has been impeccably maintained offering a 

wrap-around front porch overlooking the large 
landscaped corner lot. The elegant interior features 

leaded glass doors and a grand staircase in the 

mailto:willschauble@atproperties.com
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On the heels of its sold-out production of “Matil-
da,” LaPorte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St., will 
present “Monty Python’s Spamalot” on Friday-Sun-
day, Oct. 7-9 and 14-16.

Lifted from the cult classic “Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail,” “Spamalot” is an 
irreverent parody of the Arthu-
rian legend, complete with rude 
Frenchmen, cancan dancers, the 
Lady of the Lake and her Laker 
Girls, killer rabbits, catapulting 
cows and the odd knights who say 
“ni.” The Broadway production 
earned 14 Tony nominations and 
won three, including Best New 
Musical.

The show also features numer-
ous references to “Monty Python’s 
Flying Circus,” while Broadway 
musicals are skewered like An-
drew Lloyd Webber, “Fiddler 
on the Roof,” “West Side Story,” 
“Man of La Mancha,” “Les Mis-
erables” and “The Producers.”

Leading the quest is King Ar-
thur (Rich Snyder) with his trusty 
servant Patsy (Donavan Barrier). 
Playing his gallant knights — and 
a broad assortment of  characters 
— are Julie Phillips as The Lady of the Lake, Ben 
Keller as Sir Lancelot the Homicidally Brave, Timo-
thy Slatton as Sir Robin the Not-Quite-So-Brave-
as-Sir-Lancelot, Max Principe as Sir Galahad, the 
Dashingly Handsome, Jacob Robinson as Sir Be-
devere, the Strangely Flatulent, Trent Kaercher as 
Prince Herbert, Danielle Bilderback as Not Dead 
Fred and Alex Bonner as Tim the Enchanter and 

the Black Knight.
Rounding out the cast are Nick Bello as the His-

torian, Domenic Sirugo as Bors the Beheaded, Skye 
Smith as Concorde, Don Peiffer as Sir Not-Appear-
ing and Danielle Bilderback, Erin Imer, Lindsay 

Burnett, Mary Watterson, Mary-Jayne Nichols and 
Keegan Darr as the Laker Girls.

The show is directed by Scott Lenig and Matt 
Robinson. Lenig also is the music director. Robin-
son recently directed LaPorte’s production of “Clue, 
Onstage,” in which Scott performed as Colonel Mus-
tard. This is Scott’s debut as director at LTC; other-
wise, he is a seasoned stage veteran. 

The production team features choreographers 
Danielle Bilderback, Katy Gartland, Lindsay Bur-
nett and Mary Jayne Nichols. Patty Nocek is stage 
manager, with Brian Phillips handling sound.

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Fridays, Oct. 
7 and 14, 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 8, 2 and 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 15, and 2 p.m. Sundays, Oct. 
9 and 16. Tickets, which are $17, $16 for seniors 
and $13 for students, may be purchased at www.
laportelittletheatreclub.com.

Monty Python’s “Spamalot” Arrives at LaPorte Little Theatre

Alexander Bonner (from left), Trent Kaercher and Nick Bello appear in “Spamalot.”

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
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33998877 LLAAKKEE SSHHOORREE DDRRIIVVEE •• MMIICCHHIIAANNAA,, MMIICCHHIIGGAANN
Ultimate Getaway Home on Lake Shore Drive in Michiana. This 7 bedroom home does not disappoint, with an 
abundance of space on all 3 levels for huge gatherings to relax and enjoy the versatility of this special spot. Best of all is 
the pool in the back yard, that extends the season of fun at the water's edge. This updated home has an open floor plan, 
vaulted ceilings, with only the best of materials used. Huge rooms throughout this villa will make for so much fun that you 
are not going to want to leave! An abundance of storage including an oversized garage has room for 3 cars, plus loads 
of toys. This home boasts an amazing large deck in front where you can enjoy the view and sounds of Lake Michigan 
waves while enjoying your favorite glass of wine. Relax, Enjoy & Jump in the Pool.
77 BBeeddrroooommss // 55 BBaatthhrroooommss 
OOffffeerreedd aatt $$33,,225500,,000000 

LINE MULLINS
708.790.3676
line.mullins@cbexchange.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

mailto:line.mullins@cbexchange.com
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Leslie Kimbell’s comedy 
“Four Old Broads” runs Oct. 
7-9 and 13-16 at Footlight 
Theatre, 1705 Franklin St.

The story unfolds at Mag-
nolia Place Retirement 
Center, where Beatrice 
(Laura Meyer) wants to go 
on the Caribbean Sassy Se-
niors Cruise with her best 
friend Eaddy (Leslie Ev-
ans). Things, however, are 
unpleasant thanks to Pat 
(Kathy Chase), the new 
nurse. Worse, the latest resi-
dent, Imogene (Susie Rich-
ter), suddenly has memory 
loss. Maude (Diana Hirsch), 
when not binge-watching 
“Search For Love,” her favor-
ite soap opera, is obsessed 
with planning her own fu-
neral. Sam (Tom Le Donne), 
a retired Elvis impersonator, 
is the resident Casanova. A mystery laced with com-
edy ensues that includes young nurse’s aide Ruby 
Sue (Cindi Reyes). 

Director Robert Komen-
dera is assisted by Joe 
Blanchard, with the set 
design by Jim Snyder and 
dressed by Joy Davidson. 
Also involved are Alayna 
Lauritsen (sound), Declan 
Rice (light), Sharon Kienitz 
(costume designer), Chase 
(hair and makeup) and 
Meyer (stage manager).

Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday and 2 
p.m. Sunday. The Thurs-
day, Oct. 13, show costs $12. 
Otherwise, tickets are $17 
for adults and $12 for chil-
dren 12 and younger. The 
show is rated “mature” for 
mild language and adult 
content. 

Footlight Theatre is an 
80-seat theater, so reserva-
tions are strongly recom-

mended. There is no assigned seating. Reservations 
can be made at www.footlightplayers.org or call 
(219) 874-4035 and leave a message.   

“Four Old Broads” Arrives at Footlight Theatre

http://www.footlightplayers.org
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That is sales data for each quarter in 2022 
through Sept. 28 for my Indiana Lakefront 
marketplace.

Here is what I see in these numbers. The $0-
449K range in sales dropped this last quarter 
probably because there was not much for 
sale in that price range. The $500K to $1M 
range has the highest number of sales, 
but again seems constrained by the lack 
of inventory — 18 sales this last quarter, 
with only 16 properties for sale on Sept. 
28. Seems like the million-dollar purchases 
are keeping the inventory almost at zero, 
but there are only 3 sales per quarter. The 
above $1.250M market is a bit of a surprise. 
No sales, but 13 listings on the market. 
Either terribly overpriced, or no buyers. 
Since none of these properties have been 
on the market for fewer than 30 days, my 
conclusion is that high-end properties are 
overpriced.

So how long does it take to sell properties 
today? Here is the median days on market 
data for each quarter:

The market is going down. The reason 
is probably twofold. The very top end is 
overpriced, but the middle and lower ends 
are controlled in part by available inventory 
and in part by buyers wanting houses in 
the $500,000 to $1 million range more than 
under $500,000.

So, What Should Sellers Do?

1. List your property. Inventory is 
almost non-existent. An especially good 
marketplace is $500,000 to $1.1 million.

2. Price it right. You will know so if it sells 
in a week. No offers by 10 days: the price 
is wrong. Drop it 5%. Repeat every 10 days 
until sold.

3. Think hard about selling if your property 
seems worth more than $1.25 million. If 
there is a soft part of the market, it is this 
high end.

4. The median price went from $566,000 in 

quarter and back up to $575,000 in the third 
quarter.  So, it is a good time to sell because 
prices are still going up.

So, What Should Buyers Do

1. If the price seems right, make an offer 
quickly. You have a short time to get the 
deal.  

2.  Check out properties that have not sold 
for more than 30 days. It is time for the seller 
to lower the price or not sell. You might get 
lucky.

3. Be willing to pay a bit more than asking 
price. This guess is based on the fact that 
the median sold price of houses that have 
sold fast is only 1% more than the median 
listing price.

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com

ha
rb

or
 c

ou
nt

ry

From Data…to Conclusions…to Decisions

Properties are selling fast. The median 
time on market is 7 days for all residential 
properties.

Market is going down in number of sales 
and $Volume is going down.

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
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20-50% Off
Christmas decor, Byers Choice, Mark Roberts, 

Nativities, Salsa, German Smokers,  
Nora Fleming, Karen Didion and other items

Daily 11 a.m.-5 p.m. EDT
Sunday Noon-5 p.m. EDT • Closed Tuesday

Edgewood Elementary 
School is celebrating the hero-
ic efforts of a fi fth-grade stu-
dent, with the entire student 
body gathering last week as 
the LaPorte County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce recognized Jonathan 
Mendez-Osornio for saving a 
man’s life.

On Aug. 25, Jonathan was 
selling chocolate bars for a 
school fundraiser. He was go-
ing door-to-door in his neigh-
borhood when he came upon 
a home where he heard some-
one calling out for help. There 
was no answer at the door, so 
Jonathan used his cell phone 
to call 911.

Emergency responders ar-
rived and found an elderly 
man in need of medical help.

Deputy Jacob Payne was a 
responding offi cer with the Sheriff ’s Offi ce that day, 
and was at Edgewood for the recognition ceremony.

“Jonathan could have walked away from that 

Edgewood Student Recognized for Life-Saving Action
door,” Payne said in a press 
release. “But he heard a call 
for help, and he answered it, 
and for that we thank you.”

While protecting the pri-
vacy of the person who was 
assisted, Payne was only able 
to confi rm that the person re-
ceived the care needed and is 
alive today thanks to Jona-
than’s quick action.

“Everyone has a hero – and 
Jonathan is ours,” LaPorte 
County Sheriff John Boyd, 
who attended the ceremony, 
said in a press release. “If you 
see something that isn’t right, 
report it. Because of what Jon-
athan did, there’s a man alive 
today. We are proud of him…
his actions are a refl ection of 
his parents and his school.”
Edgewood Elementary School 

Principal Kristin Smith said “habits of character” are 
a regular part of curriculum at her school. Character 
traits such as respect, kindness, empathy and integri-
ty are taught to help students become ethical people.

Smith used Jonathan’s rescue efforts to connect 
school lessons to real-life situations, saying he ex-
emplifi ed the habit of integrity by doing the right 
thing when no one was watching.

“Sometimes, we might not see the connection be-
tween our learning at school and our own lives,” she 
said in a press release. “This is a perfect example of 
showing integrity and helping others in need. The 
Edgewood crew could not be more inspired by and 
proud of Jonathan.”

Fifth-grader Jonathan Mendez-Osornio is pictured with 
LaPorte County Sheriff’s Offi ce Deputy Jacob Payne.
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219.872.9117

Saturday, October 15, 2022
La Porte Civic Auditorium

1001 Ridge Street - La Porte, IN
Doors open 6pm - Trivia begins 7pm

Table Sponsorships: 
(includes table of 10 admission)

Gold $400, Silver $250
Prepay General Admission 10/table $125

General Admission— per person
Max— persons per team

Bring your own food & 
have a party at your table!

No coolers please

Prepay your table scan QR code
www.laportecountymealsonwheels.org

Meals on Wheels La Porte County

http://www.laportecountymealsonwheels.org
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NMLS# 586271

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Gina Siwietz
Mortgage Advisor
(269) 469-7512

HorizonBank.com

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public.

The front doors are open. Public seating is avail-
able, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library has begun changing overhead light-
ing to LED fi xtures. They will feature automatic 
ambient lighting, centralized controls for turning 
on and off and conservation in unoccupied public ar-
eas. The library will remain open during all phases 
of the project, but reserves the right to close if nec-
essary. Areas under the work zone will be closed. 
The goal is to minimize closure time to its collec-
tions and services. The meeting rooms will be closed 
while work is done in them. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Free COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic from 1-3 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 6. Beacon, St. Joseph and Fran-
ciscan health systems are collaborating on the 
clinic, with registration at www.ourshot.in.gov. 
Walk-ins are welcome. Vaccines offered are: Adult 
Pfi zer (12 and older): fi rst, second and bivalent 
booster; and Child Pfi zer (ages 5-11): fi rst, second 
and booster dose. Take ID and a vaccine card.

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Thursdays in October. Mem-
bership to the group is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Meditation for Everyone from 11 a.m.-noon 
Saturday, Oct. 8. Don Wenig of Dancing Feet 
Yoga Center leads the introductory presentation 
that helps develop skills to focus, relax, release 
stress and generate self-healing energy.

• Writing Out Loud: Emily Gray Tedrowe at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 8. Tedrowe is the Chi-
cago-based author of the novels The Talented Miss 
Farwell, Blue Stars and Commuters. She earned 
a doctorate in English literature from New York 
University and a Bachelor of Arts from Princeton 
University. She received an Illinois Arts Council 

Michigan City Public Library
award, as well as fellowships from 
the Ragdale Foundation, Virginia 
Center for the Creative Arts and 
Sewanee Writers Conference. A 
frequent book reviewer for USA 
Today and other publications, 
she writes essays, interviews and 
short stories.

• Make It @ MCPL: Tinkercad at 
4 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 12, in 
the Makerspace. Registration 
is required for the program that involves Tinker-
cad, a free online collection of software tools. This 
session, for children 9-17, serves as an introduc-
tion to 3-D design, art and printing. No experi-
ence is necessary. All registered participants re-
ceive a 3-D print of his/her creations. Register at 
the Youth Services desk or call (219) 873-3045 for 
more info. Space is limited. MCPL 3-D printing 
rules apply, and the printing fee is waived for this 
program.

• Makerspace: open lab hours from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays in October. Youth ages 6-17 can cre-
ate with LEGO WeDo, Micro Bits, paper circuits 
and Ozobots. Children 12 and younger must have 
a parent or guardian attend with them. 

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.
Two new services are available:

• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 
of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.

❑

(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

Tedrowe

http://www.ourshot.in.gov
http://www.mclib.org
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/28/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository
institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Kayla M Buckmaster
Financial Advisor

411 Franklin
Michigan City, IN 46360
219-878-0590

3-month 6-month 1-year

4.003.903.30
$1000 $1000 $1000

Open Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm, Sunday Noon-4 pm

http://www.fdic.gov
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Michiana Shores Volunteer Fire Department
PANCAKE & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST

Firemen Make the Best Pancakes 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 

7:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
$9/adults, $5/children 5 & older, Children 5 & younger/free  

• Carryouts Available • Raffle

At the Fire Station & Community Center 
911 El Portal, Michiana Shores

Gilliard Limousine Services

Michael Gilliard, owner/operator

Airport Runs  Wine Tours  Concerts  Etc.

11850 Wilson Road, New Buffalo, MI
(219) 814-3506 • michael.gilliard400@gmail.com

Run to the Center of the World 5K
Registration is still open for the 11th annual Run 

to the Center of the World 5K Run/Walk, which 
starts and ends at New Troy (Mich.) Community 
Center, 13372 California Road.

The race is Saturday, Oct. 22. Those who register 
before Oct. 8 receive a free T-shirt. Because Friends 
of New Troy advocates the “reduce, recycle and re-
use philosophy,” extra shirts will not be ordered. 
The entry fee is $25

All fi nishers receive a carved wooden medal, and 
overall winners’ names will be engraved on bricks 
mounted in the community center garden. A free 
grab-and-go breakfast will be provided.

Proceeds benefi t the community center, which 
receives no government funding and is supported 
through memberships, donations, grants and fund-
raisers. The event is hosted by the nonprofi t Friends 
of New Troy.

Information, a link to register online and a down-
loadable form are available at tinyurl.com/2c8dry96. 
Registration forms also may be picked up at the com-
munity center. Email runtothecenteroftheworld@
gmail.com or call (269) 426-3909 for more details.

Harbor Country Hikers has donated 10 bench-
es that will be installed along trails maintained 
by Chikaming Open Lands, Chikaming Township 
Parks and Three Oaks Parks. 

The benches follow a design by Aldo Leopold, an 
early 20th century American conservationist, envi-
ronmental ethicist and author. Leopold benches are 
popular for their ease of construction, durability 
and relatively low cost.

Providing trail amenities is a key item in HCH’s 
statement of purpose, President Pat Fisher said in 
a press release. Fisher points to the uniform trail 
markers installed at many local preserves and 
parks as another example of how the group helps 
improve local trails.

An additional 12 benches have been requested 
and are under construction. The benches were built 
by HCH members Bob Fournier and Bob Mueller.

HCH Donates Trail Benches

Alex Schrader, Chikaming Township Parks facility manager, is 
photographed with one of the new Leopold benches donated 

by Harbor Country Hikers.

mailto:michael.gilliard400@gmail.com


October 6, 2022 Page 15
THE

27 Years of Serving 
Great Food in 
Michigan City

Now Open for Lunch
Monday-Saturday at 11 a.m.

Dinner Hours
Monday-Thursday 3-8 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 3-9 p.m.

New Menu Items Weekly
Check Our Facebook Page for Specials

Banquet Room 
Now Open Again!

Call Us for More Information

2134 E. U.S. 20 
(corner of Johnson Rd & 20)

(219) 879-0760

AWARD-WINNING PRODUCTS.
PERFECT AIR STARTS WITH

Offer expires December 2, 2022.
*Offer available September 12, 2022 to December 2, 2022. Offer based on a retail price of $10,000. Requires purchase of qualifying 
Lennox system. Financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit. No down payment required. Financing requires 120 
equal monthly payments of $132 a month of principal and interest after the first 6 months. Normal late charges apply. Financing can 
combine with any eligible rebate. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. You may prepay 
your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance 
documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. See Truth in Lending disclosures available from lender for more 
information. **Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between September 12, 2022 to December 2, 2022. Qualifying items 
must be installed by December 9, 2022. Rebate claims must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.
com no later than December 23, 2022. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® Prepaid card. Prepaid Card is subject to terms and 
conditions found or referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-
conditions for complete terms and conditions. 
© 2022 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Owner Kevin Doler
219-879-8525

Taking care of your family has been my 
family’s business for more than 60 years!

RECEIVE UP TO

$1,200 IN REBATES
on a complete Ultimate Comfort System.**

Make no payments until 2023 when you 
® system for as little as

$132 A MONTH*

AND

Superior Products-22Fa-BW-Early.indd   4 8/3/22   9:10 AM

http://www.lennoxconsumerrebates
http://www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditionsfor
http://www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditionsfor
http://www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditionsfor
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Out for a late afternoon stroll along Michiana’s 
lakefront, a few brown branches in the oaks shad-
ing Lake Shore Drive catch my eye. Unbidden, an 
old familiar feeling creeps up from my belly. The 
fi rst signs of fall transform me into a school-aged 
kid sucker punched by the reality that the carefree 
days of summer are now at a premium. 

How is it that summer has screeched to a halt? 

I walk along trying to reconcile my time these 
last three months. When I run through the list of 
comings and goings, I shake my head and chuck-
le. Since May, I have spent more sunshine hours 
in hard plastic chairs at motor vehicle offi ces than 
in cozy, canvas beach chairs. Selling, replating and 
retitling vehicles previously in my late husband’s 
name forced multiple visits. 

Ever since I was a teenager applying for my fi rst 
driver’s license, a trip to the BMV has fi lled me with 
trepidation. It’s the assembling of required forms, 
the unpredictable waiting lines and the uncertain-
ty of whether what needs to get accomplished will 
in fact happen in a timely, pleasant manner. Being 
turned away by an empowered clerk only to come 
back later with additional documentation is every 
driver’s nightmare. 

And so it was recently I found myself doing just 
that. Returning to the BMV with more paperwork 

proving I was who I purported to be and possessing 
the authority to transfer the title on my husband’s 
truck. 

I pulled off U.S. 20, entered the strip mall park-
ing lot and found a spot near the entry doors. No 
amount of mindful yoga breathing could shift my 
heart back into a regular rhythm. I grabbed the 
thick manila folder from the passenger seat, mut-
tering, “Third time’s a charm!” A pathetic attempt 
at confi dence building. 

Inside, I looped my N95 mask around my ears 
and scanned the waiting area. I’d timed it just right. 
The “after lunch crowd” had thinned to a handful of 
visitors. I snatched what I hoped was a lucky num-
ber from the dispenser, plopped down in an unbro-
ken, clean plastic chair and studied the clerks be-
hind their Plexiglas screens. 

There she was. In the left cubicle. The trusted 
government employee who the highway safety and 
motor vehicle gods had assigned to me on my pre-
vious trip. She’d checked through my paperwork, 
quizzed a supervisor several times and deemed the 
stack of identifying documents I’d laid out: insuf-
fi cient. As I trudged out the door to my husband’s 
truck, I knew what a beaten dog felt like. 

Several weeks elapsed before I gathered the en-
ergy to return with additional paperwork. 

As I had done before, I fi dgeted in the hard plastic 
seat, gripping my documents and staring at my cli-
ent number. But this time, I did what we humans 
often do when pressed to the edge. I prayed. I plead-
ed. I bargained. If the powers that be would grace 
me with one of the other two employees – anyone 
but the left-cubicle-clerk – I promised to be a model 
citizen, an obedient and courteous driver. And while 
I negotiated my case with the higher-ups, my eyes 
bounced between the staff, discerning where they 
might be in settling their clients’ issues. 

My heart sank when the employee with kind 
brown eyes stood and announced to the supervisor, 
“I’m going on break now.” 

That left the two female employees. Left-cubicle-
clerk and a younger woman who laughed easily with 
the older gentleman seated in the chair before her. 

“That’s my girl,” my mind crowed. 
I fanned myself with the thick folder, which did 

not alleviate the heat building up behind my N95. I 
heaped on fresh points in my negotiations with the 

Praying at the BMV

That Girl, 
This Life

Julie McGue

Kevin Murphy Products
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motor vehicle gods: I will be pleasant, not argumen-
tative; I will look the clerk in the eye and answer, 
“Yes, mam,” or “No mam.”

“Number 48?” 
I catapulted to my feet. The clerk with the sweet 

laugh waved me over, a pleasant smile warming her 
features.

“What can I help you with today?” she asked.
I went into my story. Deceased spouse. Transfer-

ring truck title into his trust. I’m the trustee. Here’s 
the death certifi cate, original title, my driver’s li-
cense, Social Security card, the will and trust docu-
ments, and a bank statement with current address. 

After my spiel, I felt faint. “Is there anything else 
you need?” I asked.

And then the smiley, brown-haired clerk asked 
a question left-cubicle-clerk had not. I racked my 
brain for how the attorney had coached me on this 
question. 

“OK. Then I need this. This. And that. You can 
put those other documents away.”

As her fi ngers bounced along the computer key-
board, we chatted about the humidity, Omicron and 
the construction at the railroad tracks. When she 
picked up the death certifi cate, her eyes found mine.

“Valentine’s Day? I’m so sorry. That will be a 
tough day going forward…” and then she launched 
into a story about a family member who died on her 
birthday and how that affected her. 

A supervisor strolled over. He checked the smi-
ley clerk’s work, asked her some questions and then 
nodded his approval. 

She beamed at me. “Almost done. I’ll have you 
out of here in 2-3 minutes. I promise.”

I thanked her for her kindness, for making this 
so easy. 

She nodded, her eyes warm. “When a loved one 
dies, the paperwork is endless.” 

I drew in a breath and thanked the powers that 
be for this compassionate clerk, a woman who man-
aged to follow the BMV’s strict protocols while forg-
ing a connection with the clients she served. When 
she passed my completed paperwork under the 
Plexiglas, I felt profound relief and gratitude. Pride, 
too. I was done. No more trips to the BMV on the 
horizon.

As I fi nish my walk along the lakeshore, I note 
more signs of fall. The yellowing of a few elms, 
the faded rose of drying hydrangeas and the rusty 
plumes shooting up from grasses. As I admire the 
nuances in the landscape, I marvel at all that trans-
pired this summer, the challenges championed. I’m 
ready for fall and the next chapter in life. I hope you 
are, too.

Make The Beacher Your Source for Make The Beacher Your Source for 
Arts, Entertainment and Leisure!Arts, Entertainment and Leisure!

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

http://www.michianamechanical.com
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Phenomenal performance, icky movie.
How do you reconcile the two?
I’m not sure.
“Blonde,” the NC-17 Netfl ix adaptation of Joyce 

Carol Oates’ controversial, and fi ctional, 2000 take 
on Marilyn Monroe, contains a performance by 
Ana de Armas that is the defi nition of bravery. The 
“Knives Out” star is seen in the nude, sexually as-
saulted, savagely beaten and subjected to repeated 
abortions. One might not have pictured the Cuban 
actress as the iconic star, but she devours the role 
with zero fear. She may very well take home next 
year’s Best Actress Oscar.

Unfortunately, all that hard work gets sabotaged 
by pretentious direction from Andrew Dominik 
(2007’s “The Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford”), extreme length (2 hours, 
46 minutes) and imagery just as exploitive as the 
behavior it purports to detest. There is no joy here 
even in the small moments, just an unrelenting ex-
ercise in pain and suffering.

We know going into the fi lm, like Baz Luhrmann’s 
“Elvis,” that this is a story with no happy ending. 
There is no way to sugarcoat Monroe’s life. And de 
Armas disappears heart and soul into the role. There 
are times when it’s like watching the real thing: that 
breathy voice, the ethereal way she moves through 
a room, as if fl oating. And in scenes where Monroe 

breaks down, whether it be in rehearsals or pri-
vately coping with tragedy, the emotional collapse 
is astonishing. One thing is certain: de Armas has 
elevated herself to heavyweight status.

The movie tries to capture the rapturous desire 
men felt for Monroe amid the tragedy of her life. 
She was objectifi ed and reduced by the Hollywood 
machine to a piece of meat. A brainless beauty to 
be exploited. Interesting, too, how Monroe refers to 
her screen persona as another individual altogeth-
er, one with a mind of its own. The use of slow mo-
tion to convey Monroe as the object of male desire 
is effective. The restaging of iconic fi lm moments is 
remarkable, from “Niagara,” to “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” to a recreation of “Some Like It Hot” that 
is so fl awless, it could pass for the real thing.

(Jack Lemmon’s son, Chris, fi lls in for his late fa-
ther.)

Much of the movie, though, well, good grief, how 
do you explain it? Ever been to a college festival 
where students submit fi lms so laughably inept, 
you cringe? Where the applause afterward is more 

“Blonde” Sabotages its Star Performance
by Andrew Tallackson

Ana de Armas stars 
as Marilyn Monroe.

★ ★
“Blonde”

Running time: 166 minutes. Netflix. Rated NC-17

for language and graphic sexual content.
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out of politeness?
That’s “Blonde.”
Director Dominik comes across as a showoff. For 

no apparent reason, the movie shifts between black 
and white and color. From cropped aspect ratios to 
widescreen. In focus, out of focus. A menage a toi 
between Monroe and the sons of two famous actors 
begins in focus, then slides into a blurry mess like 
paint dripping from a canvas. The worst offender: 
The laughable score by Nick Cave and Warren Ellis 
that sounds like the work of amateurs.

The men in the fi lm, from Bobby Cannavale as 
Joe DiMaggio and Caspar Phillipson as JFK, are 
brutal pigs who treat Monroe as punching bags or 
sex toys. The gratuitous camera angle used to de-
pict Monroe and JFK together is one click away 
from pornographic. And I won’t even go there, as to 
where Dominik places his camera during two medi-
cal procedures.

That’s why it is a relief when Oscar-winner Adrien 
Brody (“The Piano”) turns up as Arthur Miller, the 
actor bringing a gentle touch to Monroe’s third hus-
band. Equally complex is the great Julianne Nich-
olson, an Emmy winner for “Mare of Easttown,” 
whose performance as Monroe’s mother is equally 
bold for its descent into full-throttle madness.

“Blonde” holds no punches in depicting injustices 
directed at women. For that, it deserves respect. 
And with de Armas owning the role, fearless in ev-

Oscar-winner Adrien Brody is a welcome presence as Arthur Miller.

ery scene, there are moments when the movie is 
powerful. Moments, though. The movie, itself, feels 
like an assault, and for all the wrong reasons.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
www.smallsgardencenter.com

We Deliver and Plant

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
Landscape Supplies & Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

219-778-2568

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!
30% OFF

OVER 60 VARIETIES OF FRUIT TREES, RASPBERRIES, 
BLUEBERRY BUSHES, LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, 
TREES, SHRUBS, EVERGREENS, PERENNIALS & MORE.

30% OFF
GIFT STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

STONE YARD
DRIVEWAY STONE, DECORATIVE STONE, WASHSTONE, 

LIMESTONE, SLAG, MULCH, TOPSOIL, FLAGSTONE  
OUTCROPPING, BOULDERS & FIRE PITS

Voted BEST STEAK by LPHD Readers 2022 

http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
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The 2022 Hobie 16 North American Champi-
onships were held Sept. 11-16 along Michigan 
City’s lakefront at Washington Park. The event 
was part of the Hobie Class Association of North 
America. Hobie Fleet 126 of Michigan City host-
ed the competition, with sailors largely expected 
from the United States, Canada and Mexico. 
Also of note, the regatta was the fi rst interna-
tional sailing competition in Michigan City since 
the Pan American Games in 1987. The Beacher’s 
James Conlin was there for one day to capture 
a few images, particularly one entrant as they 
prepared to enter the lake.

Making Waves
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“On the Come Up” may be the fi rst movie, that 
I know of, at least, that not only celebrates rap as 
exhilarating artistic expression, but also takes it to 
task when performers dodge the responsibility of it.

Then again, that was the point of Angie Thom-
as’ 2019 follow-up to her powerful 2017 debut, The 
Hate U Give. And because the movie, in theaters 
and streaming on Paramount+, is extremely faith-
ful to the book, the issue isn’t diluted. It packs the 
same punch.

As an author, Thomas must be thrilled. Both The 
Hate U Give and On the Come Up, as fi lms, honor 
the tone, the heart of her writing. They also give 
fresh talent an opportunity to sink their teeth into 
meaty characters in a world where issues of race, 
addiction, poverty and, most importantly, hope are 
explored with a fi rm grip.

At the center of “On the Come Up” is 16-year-old 
Bri (Jamila C. Gray), who follows in her late fa-
ther’s footsteps by entering the kind of “battle rap” 
showdowns we saw exactly 20 years ago in “8 Mile.” 
It’s freestyle rap: aggressive, the words pouring out, 
drawing blood. They pick at the scabs of their op-
ponent’s personal or family demons. Audience reac-
tions determine the winner.

Bri lives in Garden Heights, the same fi ctional 
home to the characters of The Hate U Give. It’s 
believed Thomas designed it to resemble Jackson, 
Miss. Blight in portions of the community resem-

bles war-torn cities. Drugs are a common sight. Bri 
attends a school that’s a mix of white, black and 
Hispanic students, and in the movie’s most shock-
ing moment — lifted directed from the book — Bri 
is mistakenly accused by school security of selling 
drugs and thrown to the ground in a swift act of 
brutality. And it is this incident that fuels some-
thing inside Bri, the desire not only to tell her story 
through rap, but to tell it boldly. Honestly.

The screenplay by “This is Us” veteran Kay 
Oygeun expertly introduces other key players in 
Bri’s life. Like her Aunt Pooh (Da’Vine Joy Randolph, 
unfl appable as always), who carries herself as Bri’s 
manager...and succumbs to the darker underbelly 
of Garden Heights. And, in a beautifully subdued 
performance, Sanaa Lathan (“Love & Basketball,” 
“Something New”) is Bri’s mother, Jay, a recover-
ing heroin addict three years clean and struggling 
to make ends meet. Lathan, also making her direc-
torial debut here, never softens Jay. Lathan plays 
Jay’s struggle as very real: a constant desire to slip 
when life gets tough.

“On the Come Up” Has the Same 
Powerful Impact as Book

by Andrew Tallackson

Bri (Jamila C. Gray) faces off against an opponent in “On the Come Up.”

★ ★ ★
“On the Come Up”

Running time: 116 minutes. Paramount+. Rated PG-13

for strong language, sexual references, thematic elements,

some violence and drug material.

1/2
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Bri’s talent catches the eye of a suc-
cessful promoter, Supreme (Method 
Man), who promises stardom by re-
cording a song that can stream in-
stantly. And it is here that “On the 
Come Up” delves into that tricky 
message I mentioned earlier. In Su-
preme’s recording studio, he tells Bri 
that white teens are the biggest con-
sumers of rap music. Why? It gives 
white kids, he says, the ammo they 
need to freak out their parents. Su-
preme’s pep talk: Give those kids 
what they want.

And that’s what Bri delivers: a song 
with lyrics about killing cops and de-
fying authority.

The song becomes a local hit, but 
it puts Bri at a disadvantage. It’s not 
who she is. It creates a polarizing im-
age. And because “On the Come Up” 
remains true to Bri’s journey, the 
fi lm’s last half is her journey to be au-
thentic, to bypass stereotypes and tell 
her story through rap as only she can 
tell it.

And that story, in the incredibly moving fi nal 
scene, is a powerful tribute to her mother’s resil-
iency while Bri forges her own identity on the cusp 
of becoming a woman.

In the rap sequences, Gray as Bri is fearless. We 
see the inspiration that guides her lyrics. I wish, 
though, that the performance had the same sub-
tle qualities as Amandla Stenberg in “The Hate U 
Give.” Gray fi nds one note to play and sticks with it 
from beginning to end.

There also are a few details I wish the movie had 
included…but isn’t that the truth of any adaptation? 
Few fi lms are fl awless recreations of their sources.

Bri’s aunt (Da’Vine Joy Randolph) represents her as her manager.

“On the Come Up,” though, comes close.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com


October 6, 2022Page 24
THE

What a blessing for Reginald Hudlin, director of 
the moving Apple TV+ documentary “Sidney,” to 
have interviewed the Oscar winner before he died 
at age 94 in January. It’s one thing to have fellow 
actors, people in the industry, gush over him. It is 
another to have the man himself tell his story. That 
voice — man, that voice — conveying a life of heart-
ache and triumph.

This engrossing portrait of Sidney Portier is an 
exceptionally balanced look at a man who wrestled 
with the thrill and frustration of being “the fi rst.” 
The fi rst black man to win a Best Actor Oscar. The 
fi rst black actor with serious box-offi ce clout. And 
the frequent no-win situation in which he found 
himself amid both sides of the racial equation.

The documentary, produced by longtime friend 
Oprah Winfrey, rounds up a who’s who of Holly-
wood talent, including Halle Berry, Morgan Free-
man, Lou Gossett Jr., Spike Lee, Barbra Streisand, 
Robert Redford, Denzel Washington and Winfrey, as 
well as family, friends and historians, to sound off 
on Portier’s infl uence on them…and particularly on 
black actors in Hollywood. The undercurrent among 
them is how he broke the mold: refusing to play 
subservient or buffonish characters, and confront-
ing issues of race at a time when the entertainment 
industry avoided it like plague.

The question for any fi lm about Portier is this: 
from where did such fortitude come? Hudlin and his 
writer, Jesse James Miller, make the brilliant deci-
sion to open with insight into Portier’s youth. Grow-
ing up in the Bahamas, he knew a world where the 
skin color of everyone around him was the same as 
him. His parents had such a profound infl uence on 
the kind of person he wanted to be, his goal was to 
be the kind of man his parents wanted him to be.

That doesn’t mean “Sidney” depicts the actor as 
a saint. It explores mixed reactions white and black 
audiences had to fi lms like “The Defi ant Ones” and 
“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?” Groundbreaking 
then, dismissed in some circles today. Portier, of 
course, offers the reminders that, for the time, the 
fi lms maneuvered through uncharted waters.

The movie also delves into the failure of his fi rst 
marriage to Juanita Hardy, the result of a nine-year 
affair with actress Diahann Carroll. The Hollywood 
blacklist and his support of Paul Robeson. His love-
hate relationship, but mostly love, with Harry Be-
lafonte. His transition into directing comedies (“Stir 
Crazy”), a sign of his ability to reinvent himself. The 
admiration of his daughters, and especially Winfrey, 
who can’t hold back the tears fl ow when discussing 
him. It’s all there. A complete portrait. 

We are reminded throughout “Sidney” that there 
would be no Denzel Washington, and certainly not 
the late Chadwick Boseman, had Portier not blazed 
the trail for them. And, as the movie pleads, for 
many more talented actors of color to follow.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

“Sidney” is the Defi nitive Portrait 
of Trailblazing Oscar Winner

by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★ ★ ★
“Sidney”

Running time: 111 minutes. Apple TV+. Rated PG-13.
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We know Allison Janney can act. She’s been steal-
ing scenes for so long, we almost take her for granted.

I fell in love with her in the pitch-black comedy 
“Drop Dead Gorgeous” (1999). All these big names 
— Kirsten Dunst, Kirstie Alley, Denise Richards, 
Ellen Barkin — yet Janney made you laugh the 
most: cynicism dripping out of her like battery acid.  
And as the mother with zero maternal instincts in 
“I, Tonya,” her Oscar win proved she can hold her 
own with the best.

When the trailer dropped for Netfl ix’s “Lou,” 
my initial thought was, cool, but what’s she doing 
in this? A reclusive bad-ass who helps a desperate 
mother? Looks like one of Liam Neeson’s leftovers.

Turns out, Janney may get the last laugh. The 
story is preposterous, but the actress and costar Ju-
rnee Smollett (HBO’s “Lovecraft Country”) are so 
good, the story so relentless, you’re too entertained 
to bother with the details.

Janney plays the title character, a 60ish wom-
an living by herself and her dog Jax in the Pacifi c 
Northwest. Paying rent to live on her property is a 
single mother, Hannah (Smollett), and her daugh-
ter Vee (Ridley Bateman). Lou is one of those cranks 
people mildly tolerate, more out of fear. We suspect, 
though, that there is more to the story.

When Hannah’s ex-husband Phillip (Logan Mar-
shall-Green) arrives, right as a storm whips up, we 
know he’s bad news. He kills one poor soul, then 
kidnaps Vee. Hannah turns to Lou, desperate.

The movie was directed by Anna Foerster, a long-
time cinematographer, and I always say cinematog-
raphers make the best directors because they know 
how to craft killer images. There is a dynamite se-
quence in which Lou and Hannah cross a bridge 
that’s one notch away from fi rewood. And Foerster 
makes great use of all the rain and wind to amp up 
the tension.

Between Phillip, Lou, Hannah and Vee, Foerster 
never slows her fi lm down for more than fi ve min-
utes at a time. The movie is a cat-and-mouse chase 
between people who know how to evade each other. 
Why’s that? I won’t spoil the twist that arrives by 
the midpoint. We’ve pretty much fi gured out half 
of it, but the chase subsequently takes on a darker 
tone. And in the quieter moments, Smollett is at her 
best, forcing Janney to admit the truth.

Janney doesn’t play Lou as an aging terminator. 
Each violent encounter takes more out of her. The 
detached cynicism gives way to fl ashes of human-
ity. Not many, though. Janney has never been an 
actress concerned with the warm and fuzzies.

I don’t buy the movie’s fi nal shot, but ultimately, 
that’s not what you take away from “Lou.” Simply 
that, for 1 hour and 47 minutes, talented people 
keep you on the edge of your seat. And that’s good 
enough for me.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

“Lou” is a Relentless, Well-Acted 
Cat-and-Mouse Chase

by Andrew Tallackson

Allison Janney (left) and
Jurnee Smollett star in “Lou.”

★ ★ ★
“Lou”

Running time: 107 minutes. Netflix. Rated R

for violence and language.

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago
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LCSO Children’s Concerts
LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra will pres-

ent its 34th Annual Drayton Family Children’s Ed-
ucational Concerts on Wednesday, Oct. 12, at La-
Porte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St.

Music Director Dr. Carolyn Watson will lead 
musicians during three performances at 9:30 a.m., 
11:10 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. A special fanfare, com-
posed by Rick DeJonge and commissioned by Garry 
and JoFran Bendix, will have its world premiere. 
The three-minute work, “Celebration Fanfare,” fea-
tures LCSO’s brass section.

The program also includes:
• Overture to Glinka’s “Ruslan and Ludmila.”  
• “Fanfare for the Common Man” by Copland.
• “Country Gardens” by Grainger.
• “Waltz of the Flowers” from Tchaikovksy’s “The 

Nutcracker.”
• “Radetzky March” by J. Strauss Sr.
• “Hoe Down” from Copland’s “Rodeo.”

Approximately 6,000 elementary students from 
LaPorte, Porter, Lake and Starke counties will at-
tend. A preconcert educator guide is available on 
the LCSO website at www.lcso.net

The concert will feature the world premiere of Rick DeJonge’s
three-minute work, “Celebration Fanfare.”

LCSO in the Spotlight

Editor’s note — This weekly spotlight, pro-
vided by Tim King, LaPorte County Symphony 
Orchestra executive director, highlights new mu-
sicians and student apprentices.

Kyra Krachinski is a Michigan City High 
School senior who taught herself how to play the 
fl ute at 12. She performs with the MCHS Ad-
vanced Wind Ensemble and Michigan City Mu-
nicipal Band.

She has been selected to perform with the In-
diana Bandmasters Association All-State Region 
and All-District Honor Bands. She also has par-
ticipated in Indiana State School Music Associa-
tion for the past fi ve years, earning fi ve gold rat-
ings — two with distinction.

Krachinski plans to major in micro-biology in 
college while participating in musical activities.

Krachinski.

http://www.lcso.net
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LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3 to 8, with 
an adult required to participate. Times are from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County 
Road 150 West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/
per program. Pre-registration and payment are re-
quired at least one week in advance or until full, 
whichever comes fi rst. The schedule is:
• Oct. 12 — Wiggly Workers.
• Oct. 26 — Spider Sniffi ng.
• Nov. 2 — What’s Falling.
• Nov. 16 — Snakes Alive.
• Dec. 7 — Let it Snow.

Healthy Lifestyles  
The free social club meets from 9 to 10 a.m. 

Wednesdays at Luhr County Park Nature Center. 
Programs focus on health trends, gardening, medi-
cal information and balancing active lifestyles. Call 
at least one week in advance to sign up (the maxi-
mum allowed is 30). The schedule is:
• Nov. 2: Managing Stress with Moria Cogwell, The 

Crossing wellness specialist. 

Bird Adaptations: Wonders of Flight/Migration
The Potawatomi Audubon Society will highlight 

birds and their adaptations from 6-7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 18, at Luhr County Park

The program includes a slide presentation and 
Bird Bingo. Reservations are required, and children 
must be accompanied by an adult.

Mother & Son Evening Under the Stars
The outdoor program involving hands-on 

activities is from 6-8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20, at 
Luhr County Park.

Dress for the weather. The cost is $25 per couple, 
and $5 for each additional son. Payment and 
registration are due by Oct. 13 or when the program 
is fi lled, whichever comes fi rst.

Field Trips
Formal educators, Scout leaders and groups can 

schedule a free organized program for students or 
group at any county park. The programs on various 
topics meet state standards and patch requirements. 

Call (219) 324-5855, visit www.laportecountyp-
arks.org or email natureniki@csinet.net or for details.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

500 S. EL PORTAL
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING
CARRYOUT

FALL HOURS: 
Friday 4-10 pm - Saturday 11am-10 pm 

Sunday 11am-8 pm
Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza 
prepared and cooked just as it was 170 years ago in a 

Our passion

Come and relax,

 

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
mailto:natureniki@csinet.net
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The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 

Road, noon-6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 6.
• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-

Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 10.
• Northwest Health LaPorte, 1007 W. Lincolnway, 

9 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 11.
• LaPorte County Fairgrounds, 2581 W. Indiana 2, 

10 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 12.
• American Legion, 107 N. Flynn Road, Westville, 

1-6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 13.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

The Village Gallery
LaPorte artist Ginny Scott will exhibit her ab-

stract expressionist paintings through Oct. 30 at 
Valparaiso’s The Village Gallery, located in Pines 
Village Retirement Communities.  

Scott relocated from New York to Chicago and sev-
eral years ago to Indiana. She exhibited throughout 
the New York area and since moving here has ex-
hibited widely throughout the region. She has won 
many fi rst prizes and honorable mentions, and her 
work has been featured in American Artwork maga-
zine and Studio Visit Art Book for several years.

She is a juried member of Area Artists Associa-
tion and Northern Indiana Artists, South Bend, and 
a member of Box Factory for the Arts and Krasl Art 
Center, both in St. Joseph, Mich.

Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday. Visit www.pinesvillage.org or call (219) 435-
1591 for more details.

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

110 W. 9th St., Michigan City • (219) 243-7136

Hours: 

Tuesday
4-10 p.m.

Wednesday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Sunday
11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

www.agavemansion.com

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.pinesvillage.org
http://www.agavemansion.com
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LaLu Senior is Commended Student
La Lumiere School Senior Thomas Neil has been 

named a Commended Student in the 2023 National 
Merit Scholarship Program. 

Head of School Dr. Andrew Hoyt presented to Neil 
a Letter of Commendation from the 
school and National Merit Scholar-
ship Corp.

About 34,000 Commended Stu-
dents throughout the nation are 
being recognized. Although they 
will not continue in the 2023 com-
petition for National Merit Scholar-
ship awards, Commended Students 

placed among the top 50,000 students who entered 
the 2023 competition by taking the 2021 Prelimi-
nary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

Neil

La Lumiere Head of School Dr. Andrew Hoyt has 
announced that seniors Liliana Sirko and Chet Mo-
rariu are semifi nalists in the 2023 National Merit 
Scholarship Program.

About 16,000 semifi nalists are being recognized, 
and they now continue in the competition for some 
7,250 National Merit Scholarships worth nearly 
$28 million to be offered next spring. Semifi nalists 
must fulfi ll several requirements to advance to the 
fi nalist level.

LaLu Seniors Named Semi-Finalists

Liliana Sirko and Chet Morariu.

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

Bring your friends 
to watch the  

Bears
vs 

Vikings!
Game time: Noon Sunday, Oct. 9

6466 W. Johnson Road, LaPorte    (219) 879-9083

2022/2023  
Season Kickoff Special

• Free Half-time Buffet

• $3 Domestic Draft

• $2 Jell-o Shots

• Raffles

• $5 Football Board

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
The Alzheimer’s Association will host the 2022 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s on Saturday, Oct. 8, at 
Washington Park.

Pre-walk activities are at 9 a.m., followed by the 
ceremony at 10 a.m., then the walk.

Participants will honor those affected by Al-
zheimer’s disease with Promise Flowers during the 
Promise Garden Ceremony – a display of hope to 
represent the personal reasons participants join to 
fi ght Alzheimer’s. A blue fl ower indicates the par-
ticipant is living with Alzheimer’s or another form 
of dementia. Yellow fl owers signify Alzheimer’s and 
dementia caregivers. Those carrying purple fl owers 
have lost someone to the disease. Those with orange 
fl owers support the association’s vision.

Registration is free and available at www.alz.org/
Indiana/walk.

Polish Motorcyclists Gathering
The 10th Annual Fall Gathering of Polish Motor-

cyclists is Sunday, 
Oct. 9, at Our Lady 
of Czestochowa 
Shrine, 5755 Penn-
sylvania St., Mer-
rillville.

Holy Mass (in 
Polish) will be cel-
ebrated at noon, fol-
lowed by a picnic on 
the shrine grounds. 
Menu items and 
prices vary, while 
food will be sold in 
Millennium Hall. 

The event, held 
rain or shine, is 
hosted by Stowar-
zyszenie Rajd Katynski Pamiec i Tozsamosc USA 
(Katyn Riders Society).

Call (219) 884-0714 for more details.

“Inspiring Women” Luncheon
Journalist Mary Ann Ahern will speak during Mich-

igan City Chamber of Commerce’s annual “Inspiring 
Women” luncheon from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 12, at Blue Chip Casino, Hotel & Spa.

Presented by PNC Bank, the event honors suc-
cessful women for contributions to their community, 
the economy and their selected career fi eld.  This 
year’s keynote speaker is Michigan City native and 
Marquette High School graduate Mary Ann Ahern. 
She joined NBC5 News Chicago in 1989, working 
in a variety of roles. She was named the station’s 
political reporter in 2006, covering campaigns from 
the White House to Springfi eld to Chicago. She has 
led many notable interviews with high-profi le sub-
jects over the years. 

Local high school students again have been in-
vited as guests of the chamber and its sponsors. The 
luncheon is open to the public. The cost is $25 for 
members and $35 for non-members. Registration is 
required by calling (219) 874-6221 or visiting www.
MichiganCityChamber.com

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

http://www.alz.org/
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.MichiganCityChamber.com
http://www.MichiganCityChamber.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
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Dozens of LaPorte County 
students witnessed cutting-
edge technology in manufac-
turing thanks to an Economic 
Development Corporation of 
Michigan City donation.

Approximately 60 students 
from the LaPorte County Ca-
reer and Technical Education 
program attended the Sept. 15 
International Manufacturing 
Technology Show at Chicago’s 
McCormick Place. EDCMC 
sponsored the trip by contrib-
uting $1,500 toward the char-
ter bus cost.

“IMTS is the largest manu-
facturing trade show in the 
United States, so this fi eld trip 
enables students to get a fi rst-
hand look at current practices 
and trends in advanced manu-
facturing,” EDCMC Executive 
Director Clarence Hulse said 
in a press release.

The students came from 
LaPorte County high schools and are enrolled in 

welding and machining pro-
grams at the A.K. Smith Ca-
reer Center, or are part of the 
Compressed Air Academy at 
Michigan City High School.

Last year, students from 
these same programs attend-
ed FabTech, which the ED-
CMC also supported.

“Students genuinely enjoy 
these experiences, and we ap-
preciate how events like the 
IMTS can inspire the next 
generation of manufactur-
ers,” CTE Director Delincia 
Smith said in a press release. 
“They come back to class and 
talk about the new equip-
ment and technology that 
they experimented with, and 
are extremely grateful for all 
the free items they receive at 
these conventions.”

More information about 
LaPorte County CTE pro-
grams is available at www.

EducateMC.net/CTE.

CTE Students Visit Trade Show in Chicago

Pageant Committee Gown Sale
The annual Three Oaks/River Valley Queens 

Committee Gown Sale is from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. EDT 
Saturday, Oct. 8, at Three Oaks United Methodist, 
2 Sycamore St. East.

Those with gowns to donate can take them to the 
church from 6-8 p.m. EDT Friday, Oct. 7. The per-
son donating the gown sets the price. The entry fee 
is $5 per item. Admission is $1 at the door. 

The Three Oaks/River Valley Pageant Committee 
runs events such as Miss & Mr. Three Oaks/River 
Valley, Miss Teen Three Oaks/River Valley and Lit-
tle Miss Three Oaks/River Valley.

A Notice to Our Readers
The Beacher’s office hours are:

Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed: Saturday & Sunday

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. • (219) 879-0088 • beacher@thebeacher.com

Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

Come for Yoga, 
Stay for the Pause…

Yoga in Indiana Dunes 
National Park!  
Sunset Yoga on 

Wednesdays, Beach 
Yoga on Saturdays

Details at www.sandypauseyoga.com

http://www.EducateMC.net/CTE
http://www.EducateMC.net/CTE
mailto:beacher@thebeacher.com
http://www.sandypauseyoga.com
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The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale.

Most All-Spring Plants Available.

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

October Hours
Thursday-Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

219-241-0335

Like Us 
on

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
www.littlegiantpizza.com

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

36 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le
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ou
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n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Flick-or-Treat
Krasl Art Center and Coastline Children’s Film 

Festival will present the third annual Flick-or-
Treat, dedicated to Halloween-themed classic fi lms 
this year, on Saturday, Oct. 8.

From 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. EDT, paint a pumpkin 
during Family Day. The event is outdoors, so dress 
according to the weather and to get messy. Leave 
pumpkins outside to dry and help decorate the 
grounds for the fi lm screening that starts at 7:30 
p.m. EDT on the Oval Lawn. Take blankets and 
chairs at 6:30 p.m. EDT for warm beverages. A $2 
suggested donation supports CCFF and KAC. Oct. 
9 is the rain date.

The 10 classic silent short fi lms projected onto 
KAC’s south-facing wall are accompanied by an 
improvisational piano performance from Dr. Larry 
Shanker, Brookview Montessori School executive 
director and music specialist.  

The 10 fi lms are: “The Astronomers Dream” 
(1898. France. 3:30 minutes); “The Eclipse, or the 
Courtship of the Sun and Moon” (1907. France. 9 
minutes); “The Haunted House” with Buster Ke-
aton (1921. USA. 20 minutes); “The Haunted Ship” 
(1930. USA. 7:40 minutes); “The Magic Mummy” 
(1933. USA. 6:50 minutes); “Moonland” (1926. USA. 
10 minutes); “Mutt & Jeff Slick Sleuths” (1926. USA. 
6:10 minutes); “The Red Spectre” (1907. Spain. 9.5 
minutes); “The Skeleton Dance A Silly Symphony”  
(1929. USA. 5.5 minutes); “When The Clouds Roll 
By” (1919. Dream Sequence. 8 minutes.)

The feature fi lm, “Jason and the Argonauts”  
(1963), screens indoors at 6:30 p.m. EDT Saturday, 
Oct. 15, at Coastline’s storefront space in the Fly-
nn Theatre Building, 5861 Sawyer Road, Sawyer, 
Mich. Refreshments and board games are planned 
during an open house from noon-4 p.m. EDT. 

KAC is located at 707 Lake Blvd., St Joseph, 
Mich. Call (269) 983-0271 or visit www.krasl.org for 
more details.

Buster Keaton in “The Haunted House.”

The Beacher: Your Community Connection!

http://www.littlegiantpizza.com
http://www.krasl.org
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3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

STOP IN AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO GET 
THAT VEHICLE DETAILED.

SAVE $35
Off 

Full  Detail!
Must present coupon at time of service.

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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In the Area
Oct. 7 — Slow Stitchers Club (All Ages), 11 a.m.-

1 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Oct. 7 — First Friday event, 5-8 p.m., Old Light-
house Museum, 100 Heisman Harbor Road.

Oct. 7-9, 13-16 — “Four Old Broads,” Footlight 
Theatre, 1705 Franklin St. Times: 7:30 p.m. Thur.-
Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $17/adults, $12/children 
12 & younger, $12/Oct. 13 show. Reservations: www.
footlightplayers.org, (219) 874-4035.

Oct. 7-9, 14-16 — “Monty Python’s Spamalot,” 
LaPorte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St. Times: 
7:30 p.m. Oct. 7 & 14, 7:30 p.m. Oct. 8, 2 & 7:30 
p.m. Oct. 15, 2 p.m. Oct. 9 & 16. Tickets: $17, 
$16/seniors, $13/students. Reservations: www.
laportelittletheatreclub.com

Oct. 8 — The Alzheimer’s Association 2022 Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s, Washington Park. Pre-walk ac-
tivities/9 a.m., ceremony/10 a.m., then walk. Info/
registration www.alz.org/Indiana/walk

Oct. 8 — Meditation for Everyone, 11 a.m.-noon, 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Oct. 8 — Writing Out Loud: Emily Gray Ted-
rowe, 7:30 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 
E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Oct. 11 — Fall 2022 Lunch and Lead Speaker 
Series (Angela Nelson Deuitch), noon, virtual. Info: 
www.pnw.edu/soi, societyofi nnovators@pnw.edu

Oct. 11 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library Meeting Room B, 
904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Oct. 12 – Michigan City Chamber of Commerce 
“Inspiring Women” luncheon, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Blue Chip Casino, Hotel & Spa. Cost: $25/members, 
$35/non-members. Registration: (219) 874-6221, 
www.MichiganCityChamber.com

Oct. 12 — Make It @ MCPL: Tinkercad, 4 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3045.

Through Oct. 21 — “moniquemeloche pres-
ents…,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.LubeznikCenter.org/Events

Through Nov. 19 — Exhibit (39 military uni-
forms/associated artifacts), LaPorte County Histor-
ical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 

324-6767.
First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 

Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Saturdays in Michigan City — Michigan City 
Farmers Market, 8 a.m.-noon, Eighth & Washington 
streets. Info: farmersmarketmichigancity@gmail.com

Saturdays in LaPorte — LaPorte Farmers 
Market, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Lincolnway parking lot next to 
Mucho Mas. Info: laportefarmermarket@gmail.com

In the Region
Oct. 7 — Real Pretenders w/ Phil Angotti Band, 8 

p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three 
Oaks, Mich. Tickets: general/$30 + $5 convenience 
fee, VIP/$55 + $5 convenience fee. Reservations: 
www.acornlive.org

Oct. 7-9 — “Godspell Jr.,” Elkhart Civic Theatre 
@ Bristol (Ind.) Opera House, 210 E. Vistula St. 
Times (Eastern): 7 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 3 p.m. Sun. Res-
ervations: (574) 848-4116, tinyurl.com/bdew9y7v

Oct. 8 — Third annual Flick-or-Treat, Krasl Art 
Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St Joseph, Mich. Times 
(Eastern): 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m./Family Day; 7:30 
p.m./movies. Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org

Oct. 8 — Three Oaks/River Valley Queens Com-
mittee Gown Sale, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. EDT, Three Oaks 
United Methodist, 2 Sycamore St. East. Admission 
fee: $1.

Oct. 8 — Dune Ridge Trail Autumn Hike, 1-2 
p.m., Kemil Beach parking lot, East State Park 
Road, Beverly Shores. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.
nps.gov/indu

Oct. 8 — Tolleston Dunes Nature Hike, 1:30-3 
p.m., 5800 U.S. 12, Ogden Dunes. Info: (219) 395-
1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Oct. 8 — Full Moon Hike, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Oct. 8 — MegaBeatles, 8 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 
107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: 
general/$40 + $6 convenience fee, VIP/$65 + $6 con-
venience fee. Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Oct. 9 — Little Calumet River Trail Paddle, 10 
a.m.-noon, Howe Road off County Road 1350 North, 
Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Oct. 9 — Fire Side Chat at the Pavilion, 5:30-7 
p.m., Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk, 100 River-
walk Road. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Through Oct. 30 — “The Avanti: America’s Most 
Advanced Automobile,” The Studebaker National 
Museum, The Studebaker National Museum, 201 
Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $10/
adults, $8.50/seniors 60+, $6/youth ages 6-18.  Info: 
www.studebakermuseum.org, (574) 235-9714.
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Through Nov. 11 — LaPorte artist Ginny Scott, 
Valparaiso’s The Village Gallery (Pines Village Re-
tirement Communities). Gallery hours: 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Info: (219) 435-1591, www.
pinesvillage.org

Through Nov. 13 — New exhibits, “Family Din-
ner: The Deep Connection of American Lived Expe-
rience” & “FOOD for THOUGHT,” Krasl Art Center, 
707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: (269) 983-
0271, www.krasl.org

Saturdays in Chesterton — European Market, 
8 a.m.-2 p.m., Broadway & Third Street. Info: (219) 
926-5513.

Vickers Theatre — Opens Oct. 7: “God’s Crea-
tures.” Rated R. Check website for details. Also: 
featured artist — Suzy Vance through October. All 
times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., Three 
Oaks, Mich. Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 
756-3522.

Sept. 27, 2022
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Striking Beauties, Pin Pals    10  2
2. Lady Strikers, Spare Me    8  4
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Mary Lou McFadden  171
2. Dottie Brinckman   167
3. Carolyn Wiggins   161
4. Deb Frederick   158
5. Ann Bogart   155
SPLITS
Dottie Brinckman  4-5

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

Michigan City Municipal Golf Course
North Course

Monday League “Early Birdies”
Sept. 26, 2022

Event: End-of-Season Scramble   
 

FRONT NINE
First Place
Ann Batagianis.
Mary Lou Marshall.
Carol Tylisz.
Linda Wabshall.

BACK NINE
First Place
Mary Knaup.
Barb Rumbuc.
Jane Shuger.

 (312) 995-3994 and (219) 777-0423

Celebrating 32 years in business

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL  
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

http://www.pinesvillage.org
http://www.pinesvillage.org
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)

1-3 ads - $8 ea. •• 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: drew@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 • www.bookwormwanatah.com  
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
25 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
 Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill 

cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask 
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

La Porter Window Cleaning • (219) 841-1340 • Insured
Dryer Vent Cleaning, Pressure Washing. Same prices since 2014.

Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 
airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or 

rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
Kathleen would love to clean your home, office or vacation rental 

property. Call (269) 336-9154.
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.
EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED

Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response
Mike Heyden Handyman Service

Over 40 years experience: carpentry, roof repairs, power washing, paint-
ing floors. No bull: Just honest work. Call Mike at (219) 916-0270.

 B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823

Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 15+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.

10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145
WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 

washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.
C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.

Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352

PETERSEN PREMIUM FINISHES
Serving the Michiana area with pride for 25+ yrs. Spring is Here! Interior/

Exterior painting. Services include: walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of 
interior painting. Siding, soffits, windows. House & deck washing/staining. 

Drywall replacement/repair. Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - 
Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

THE DECK DOCTOR
Wood’s expensive, protect your deck so it lasts! Power wash, stain/seal, 
exterior wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana 

since 1993. Call (219) 299-9461.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 

210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

Private Gardening Service
Perennial Care / Containers / Design

FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter 
cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine 
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569, 

mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
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Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

FOR SALE
Howard Miller grandfather clock, 77 inches by 16 inches. Beautiful 

chimes. Like new. $1,500 OBO. Call (219) 262-5007.
Buffet sideboard: two glass shelves, all wood, lights inside cabinet, $350 

OBO. Call (219) 262-5007.
GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.

Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”
Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes, 
lures, reels, collectibles, Halloween postcards. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

Looking to buy used 4-seater golf cart
Please call (630) 743-1075.

WANT TO BUY/RENT/LEASE/SHARE
Single, mature woman from St Louis looking for summer rental in 
Southwest Michigan. Prefer May-June. Open to shorter rental. Call J. 

Miller at (314) 707-8941 & please leave message.
HOME WATCH

NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES
Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.
com Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake 

Michigan
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
For Rent: yearly+rental only. 3020 Mayfield Way, Long Beach, 3BR, 1BA

$1,400 rent, plus approx. $110 water bill per month
Call Tricia at (219) 871-2680

Beautiful upper-level, open-concept 2BR/3BA apt. Large master suite. 
Close to outlet mall, South Shore Line, bus service, beaches. Off-street 
private parking. No pets. Non-smoking building. Credit check required. 

Call (219) 861-3720.
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515 

BUY
SELL

TRADE

RENTALS MICHIGAN
Lovely, furnished Michiana 2BD/1BA cottage, skylights, deck & grill, 2 
blocks to Stop 38 beach, quiet forested area, dreamy! Oct 21-April/May. 

$1,350/mo + utilities & Internet. 1,100 sq ft. Call (415) 548-0498.

Indiana Dunes National Park
• Dune Ridge Trail Autumn Hike from 1-2 

p.m. Saturday, Oct. 8, at Kemil Beach park-
ing lot. Join rangers for a hike to view the Great 
Marsh from atop the trail. The parking lot is 
north of U.S. 12 on East State Park Road in Bev-
erly Shores.

• Tolleston Dunes Nature Hike from 1:30-3 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 8. Join a ranger for a hike 
up and down sand dunes and through a globally 
rare black oak savanna. Meet at 5800 U.S. 12, 
Ogden Dunes.

• Little Calumet River Trail Paddle from 10 
a.m.-noon Sunday, Oct. 9. Take a kayak and 
join a ranger for a paddle up Little Calumet 
River. Start at the Bailly launch point on Howe 
Road. Parking is at the Mnoke Prairie parking 
lot, which is located south on Howe Road off 
County Road 1350 North. Participants must take 
a life vest. No reservation are required. 

• Fire Side Chat at the Pavilion from 5:30-7 
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 9, at Portage Lakefront 
and Riverwalk, 100 Riverwalk Road. Join a 
ranger to view a Lake Michigan sunset and enjoy 
a fi re. Take marshmallows to roast.

• Bailly/Chellberg History Hike from 2-4 p.m. 
Sundays in October. Explore the grounds of both 
historic homes, and learn about early settlers and 
farmers who came to the region in the 1800s. After 
the hike, help the ranger feed the Chellberg Farm 
animals from 4:30-5 p.m. Park at the Bailly/Chell-
berg parking lot off Mineral Springs Road between 
U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter. Passes are required. 

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
• Full Moon Hike from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Satur-

day, Oct. 8. Meet at the Nature Center for a short 
presentation about the moon, followed by a two-
mile hike to Lake Michigan and back. Friends of 
Indiana Dunes will provide treats.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.
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mailto:landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch
mailto:leasing@harborandlake.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu


October 6, 2022Page 38
THE

Our Woman in Moscow by Beatriz Williams 
(hardcover, $27.99 retail in bookstores and online; 
also available as an eBook and audiobook. 592 pages.)

“I’m sitting inside the fuselage of some type of mil-
itary aircraft…in the company of a United States 
army doctor and a pair of army nurses. We’re on our 
way to evacuate an injured American citizen. It’s an 
important mission. He’s an important citizen, a gen-
uine twenty-four-caret hero. I’m not allowed to tell 
you where we’re going — that’s top secret…” 

Now there’s an opening that begs a few questions 
and will take some time — 12 years to be exact 
(1940-1952) — to get the whole pic-
ture. What you learn will give you 
food for thought about spies, loyalty 
and family relationships.

While the story begins in 1952, 
we must go back and forth in time 
to understand, or try to understand, 
why people join the foreign service 
and diplomatic corps. How they 
start out full of patriotism and wind 
up making some very bad decisions. 
Perhaps it was the time. From the 
end of World War I to the end of 
World War II, the rise of commu-
nism was aided by social and cli-
mate changes. The collapse of Wall 
Street in 1929 to the Dust Bowl and 
the Great Depression of the 1930s, 
up to WWII, left many Americans 
adrift with no hope and nothing 
to believe in, so people questioned 
whether democracy was working or not. 

Williams’ story explores spies and double agents, 
but focuses on the families they keep in the dark 
about their day jobs. There’s no “bring your daddy 
or mommy to school” day for a talk on their careers. 
That’s what makes this book different from any oth-
er spy novel.

Some men and women of the time turned to the 
diplomatic corps, thinking they could change the 
world. But, as so often happens, reality soon sets in 
and the spying once done in the name of democracy 
soon turns into counter-spying for Russia. Some 
would defect to Russia, thinking they would head 
into a better life and better world. 

But what about the families of these men and 
women? The families kept in the dark as to their 
spouses’ job. 

Inspiration for the book comes from the Cam-
bridge spy ring — graduates of Oxford and Cam-
bridge who went on to jobs in government and the 
diplomatic sector. They spent years slipping secrets 
to Russian handlers, and some defected to the So-
viets, only to fi nd out they weren’t the heroes they 
thought they were.

This story starts out with twin sisters — Ruth 

and Iris Macallister — twins in birth only, two dif-
ferent individuals with two different views of the 
world…

Ruth Macallister is a former model and Iris an 
aspiring artist.

It is 1940 when Ruth meets the oh-so-charming 
Sasha Digby, friend and co-worker of her brother, 

Harry —they both work for the U.S. 
State Department. It is Iris, however, 
who catches Sasha’s eye, and soon 
they are married. 

As the years go by, Iris discovers 
her husband’s boozing and love of 
the USSR, not to mention he’s pass-
ing on intelligence information to the 
Soviets. By now, they have several 
children and one on the way. In 1948, 
with Iris and children in tow, Sasha 
defects to the Soviet Union.

In June 1952, Ruth is approached 
by FBI agent Sumner Fox about Iris 
and Sasha. She defl ects all his ques-
tions, and is surprised to receive a 
letter from Iris not long after Fox’s 
visit. There has been no communica-
tion between the sisters for years, so 
why a letter now?

Iris says she is pregnant again and 
wants Ruth to help her. She’s almost begging in her 
letter, and that gives Iris cause for concern. The 
women may have been out of touch for years, but 
Ruth senses something wrong in this short missive. 
She contacts Sumner Fox and persuades him to act 
as her husband on a trip to Russia to fi nd out from 
Iris what is going on.

There’s also a very unsavory character named 
Lyudmila, a KGB operative who would give up her 
grandmother to help Stalin. Like a wolf on the scent 
of prey, she proves to be relentless in following Sa-
sha’s every move. She’s not convinced his loyalty is 
with the USSR.

Meanwhile, Ruth discovers it may be easier to get 
into Russia than to get out…

There is not one unnecessary word in this whole 
story. Feelings are dissected, loyalty is tested, fami-
lies are twisted and torn apart and standing in the 
middle of this, like a giant volcano ready to erupt, is 
the specter of communism vs. democracy.

Where will this leave Ruth and Iris? You’ll be sur-
prised.

The fi nal word: minimal swearing, maximum 
characterization.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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LONG BEACH 

  2br/1ba / $399,999 
  Kelly Gausselin • 708.243.0952 

  3007LomaPortalWay.info

KENTLAND 

  2br/2ba / $249,500 
  Mike Jefvert • 312.316.9151 

  310ERay.info

BEVERLY SHORES 

  5br/2.1ba / $495,000 
  John Blackburn • 219.771.1928 

  9WestAtwater.info

LAPORTE

  2br/2.1ba / $595,000 
  Mills/Roch • 312.243.0716 

  6865Nature4.info

LAPORTE 

 6br/6.1ba / $3,150,000 
  Will Schauble • 312.860.4192 

  5716E1000N.info

OGDEN DUNES 

  4br/4ba / $675,000 
  Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364 

  1Sycamore.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360

MICHIGAN CITY 

  3br/2.1ba / $579,000 
  Mike Conner • 312.735.2912 

  143Fogarty.info

MICHIANA SHORES 

  5br/2.1ba / $1,499,000 
  Jordan Gallas • 219.861.3659 

  501ElPortalDr.info

PORTER 

  2br/2ba / $297,100 
  Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364 

  207Fieldstone.info
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