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About the Cover

For our Christmas edition cover, we gave Bill
Cavalier a challenge: Place a Michigan City spin
on “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.” What he
created is delightful: a vision of our lakefront in
full holiday spirit.

by Connie Kuzydym

Triumph Over Adversity

Robert Kopnicky, photographed at Vintage Lighting by The Beacher's Bob Wellinski, is a testament to persistence and faith over adversity.

flickering lamp in need of repair led me to

Vintage Lighting Inc. Located off County

Road 400 West in LaPorte, Robert “Bob”

Kopnicky’s workshop is a welcoming red

building at the end of a single-lane drive-
way that winds through grassy knolls surrounded
by trees and birdhouses. The layout mimics his na-
tive Pennsylvania landscape.

Bob sells a variety of antique lighting fixtures,
many he has restored. He specializes in brass, cop-
per, cast iron, white metal and steel repairs for an-
tiques and high-quality pieces, along with metal
restoration.

We briefly chat, and I discover he has endured
adversity that took years to fully grasp, accept and
realize the blessing within.
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y would a Vietnam War veteran now
in his mid-70s, a business owner, an in-
ventor credited with four patents and
more than 14 patentable inventions,

willingly show his grade-school report cards when
they all say he has a problem?

A photo of the schoolhouse he attended in the
1950s in Blainesburg, Pa., hangs in his shop as a
reminder of those long-ago days.

By second grade, Bob knew he had a problem. He
could not read, spell or do math, which made him
feel insecure. By the time he reached third grade,
he felt completely lost.

Placed in special tutoring classes, his teachers
tried to help him read and do math, but to no avail.
In the 1950s-1960s, tests to diagnose learning dis-
abilities were not readily known or available.

“They didn’t know what to do with me,” Bob said,
“so they kept pushing me through to get rid of me
because they didn’t know what was going on.”

European Inspired Lifestyle.
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trouble learning. This photo was taken in 1947.

Growing up in a turbulent home with his parents
and older sister, he lacked support from his parents.
His mother was detached. His hard-working coal-
miner father hoped his son would become a doctor.
Never physically abusive towards Bob, the words
directed at him left their own scars. Fortunately, his
grandmother lived nearby and helped as best she
could. Imagine the pain he felt knowing his parents
were unsympathetic toward his plight. He learned
how to keep things inside, to not show anyone how
he was feeling. Teased at school for his inability to
learn, and knowing he was different, eventually led
him to contemplate suicide.

“A neighbor had (committed suicide)...I kept
thinking, this is the only way out. I don’t have a
choice,” Bob said. “Whatever is wrong with me is
going to be wrong with me no matter what. I can’t
get away from myself. This problem I have is within
me. It’s not going to ever disappear.”

Fortunately, he found solace in the woods. Head- 269.205.3801
ing there daily after school, he studied the trees,
how the water came off the rocks in the creek. He 24 N. ELM STREET THREE OAKS, MI

Continued on Page 4
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looked for fish and crabs. He became an avid camp-
er and to this day loves being outdoors.

After years of bitter fighting, his parents divorced.
His dad accepted a job in the steel mills in Gary, and
the two moved to Portage. After high school, Bob at-
tended Valparaiso Technical Institute. Due to poor
grades, he was drafted for the Vietnam War. Enlist-
ing in the Navy for four years, he attended radar
school. How did he manage to pass while struggling
with the three R’s?

“That’s a good question, because I didn’t...no one
addressed it...they just kept pushing you through,”
Bob said. “They must have liked me or something...
It was bizarre. I flunked the final, but they still
pushed me through anyways.”

He volunteered for a tour of duty in Vietnam,
completing his four-year military service stateside,
on the east coast.

After serving, he returned to Indiana, was hired
at Bethlehem Steel and eventually fell into the par-
tying life. He resisted for more than a year, but his
close friend was a drug dealer. Before long, they
were partying daily. Drugs were part of that life-
style. Constantly telling themselves if they wanted
to quit, they could. During this time, he salvaged
a children’s Bible written in 1891 in an old house
slated to be torn down.

In reality, Bob’s life was beginning to unravel. He
was causing trouble for his boss. In turn, his boss

was trying to have him fired. His close friend lived
in a converted chicken coop, he in a trailer. Doing
drugs caused everything to become tougher.

He began thinking he should quit, tried and real-
ized he could not stop.

“I was shocked. Here I am in a drug scene I can’t
quit,” Bob said. “I have a third-grade reading abil-
ity. 'm in real trouble. I can’t read, I can’t spell, I
can’t do math. I remember my health was deterio-
rating...My boss hated me, I hated him, everything
was going south really fast.”

“I remember I was on the floor sobbing and I
heard a voice. I sensed something was really differ-
ent,” Bob said. “My dad always told me, when you
start hearing voices, you're gone. You've gone crazy.
The voice told me, I want you to turn your life over
to me because I want to use you. I knew nothing
about spiritual things.”

As a youngster, he attended church, but never
understood what was being said. Instead, he recalls
studying the church’s beautiful iconography.

He heard that voice twice more, which brought
him to a crossroads.

“During this time, I'm ready to pull the trigger
because now, I’'m hearing voices...,” Bob states, emo-
tion in his voice. “I thought to myself, OK, I have
one of two choices. I could either pull the trigger or I
could say yes, I'll do it. If it happens again, I'll do it.
If it doesn’t happen again, I might as well pull the
trigger and get out of here.”

It did happen again. The same words, the same
voice.

Bob turned his life over to God.

Bob has kept all of his report cards as a testament to everything he’s overcome since childhood.
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A group photo of one of the social groups Bob helped grow at church.

That next day, he quit cold turkey without any-
one’s help or knowledge. He flushed all the alco-
hol and drugs down the toilet. He began attending
church regularly, befriending the pastor. Going cold
turkey, he experienced a sense of shock. Inside, he
was a mess, but he persevered. Every night, he also
tried reading that children’s Bible, but made no
progress.

Bob decided one day he would speak with the
pastor’s son, Dave Gilmore, who was an eye doctor.
Several months passed before the opportunity pre-
sented itself. Bob called out to him and his wife in
the church parking lot.

Choking up, he recounts that day’s conversation
vividly, saying, “Dave, I have to make an appoint-
ment with you. I've got this problem. When I read,
I reverse letters in a word and I reverse words in a
sentence. And I take a word out of one sentence and
try to plug it into the sentence I'm trying to read. I
flip letters and numbers over, and I can’t tell the dif-
ference between a b and ad and a 6 and a 9.

As he spoke, he saw they were listening carefully.
Their demeanor changed.

“He looked at me and said, “‘You’re dyslexic.” With
tears in his voice, Bob continued. “I never heard
that word. I was 29 years old. I just looked at him
in shock because I didn’t know there was something
that I was.”

Gilmore’s wife took over and explained that dys-
lexia is a learning disability.

According to Mayo Clinic’s website, dyslexia is
a learning disorder that involves difficulty read-
ing due to problems identifying speech sounds, and
learning how they relate to letters and words (de-
coding). Dyslexia is not due to problems with intel-
ligence...most children can succeed in school with
tutoring or a specialized education program. Emo-
tional support also plays an important role. There
is no cure, but early assessment and intervention
result in the best outcome. Sometimes, dyslexia is
undiagnosed for years or until adulthood.

In another article, “A brief history of dyslexia and

Continued on Page 6
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the role women played in getting it recognized,”
found at www.Independent.com.uk, interest in dys-
lexia waned between the world wars, but emerged
again in the early 1960s. Sandhya Naidoo published
one of the first major studies into the condition, Spe-
cific Dyslexia, in 1972. Her book, along with Critch-
ley’s The Dyslexic Child (1970), were landmarks in
early research.

Gilmore’s wife gave him an assignment to go
home and crawl every day for 15 minutes. Raw emo-
tions, visible and audible, surfaced as he recounted
what occurred when he went home that day and
tried to crawl.

On his knees, he tried, but could not do it. He had
ameltdown, then pulled himself together. Then, dai-
ly, he practiced for 15 minutes. After 2 1/2 months,
he could crawl, and began being able to read the
children’s Bible. Although he still struggles to read,
today, he faithfully reads five chapters in the Bible
out loud every day and has not missed a day of read-
ing in 18 years.

As Bob looks back on those years, he understands
those series of spiritual encounters turned him
around.

For years, Bob caused trouble for his boss. Then,
overnight, he completely changed.

o At it il
UNITED STATES PATENTS

et e

A plaque highlights the patents Bob has received.
Photo by Bob Wellinski.

“When he would give me a dirty job, I would just
go and do it. I wouldn’t argue. I wouldn’t fight with
him. I just did my job, that’s all I did,” Bob said.
“I tried telling people what happened to me. I was
so excited about what I had found. I was trying to
tell my friends at work about the Lord, until they
started telling me, man, you lost your mind, you’re
crazy. After getting into several of those, I thought,
maybe, I should shut up. All I did was my job.”

A peculiar thing occurred. Bob began getting no-
ticed by management. He was an instrument tech-

nician at Bethlehem Steel who couldn’t read a man-
ual, but could solve difficult problems. His superiors
capitalized on that. He began inventing countless
things for the mill, and patented the following two
inventions. A Contact Thermocouple Assembly ex-
tends vertically into the furnace and measures the
temperature of the horizontal steel as it flies by. The
Impact-actuated Gripping Tool grips and unscrews
an atomizing air tube screwed into the internal
structure of a furnace burner assembly, aiding in
not having to disassemble everything to get to the
tube.

On his own, he invented and received a patent
for a Quadra-limbular Therapeutic Exercise Ma-
chine used by handicapped or impaired people from
his/her wheelchair. He created it for a good friend
who became a paraplegic after a jeep accident. His
fourth patent is for Therapeutic Systems and Roller
Devices and Methods of Use, which was granted in
2020 for hand tools used to treat or alleviate symp-
toms relating to soft tissue injuries and ailments
such as carpal tunnel.

Bob and his wife, Karen, have been married for 38 years.

hrough church, Bob became the head of

a singles group and met his wife, Karen.

They have been married 38 years, have a

daughter, son-in-law and three grandchil-
dren who live in South Bend.

Vintage Lighting Inc. was founded when Bob and
Karen moved to LaPorte County. As a child, Bob
would go to the scrapyard with his dad, which con-
tinued into adulthood. Finding fascinating metal
items, he turned them into lamps. At first, it was
about lighting their home; later, they began selling
at antique shows.

His job at the mill gave him the knowledge to
work with metal. For example, he came across an
1895-1905 statue that had multiple broken pieces.

“When I saw it, I thought to myself, oh, what a
piece of history this is. I already knew that I could
fix it,” Bob said. “I could run my mind forward and
reverse, engineer the whole job while I'm looking
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at the piece. It’s kind of weird. The
reason I can do that is because I'm
dyslexic.”

Although he loves doing the
lighting, at this point, he would
like to do more metal restoration
work. His dream may come true,
as his niece Cassidy has joined him
once again in the shop and is prov-
ing to be a great assistant.

ob was in his 60s when he
began understanding that
being dyslexic is a gift.

“My whole life, I thought I
was cursed being dyslexic...,” Bob
said. “You got to understand, when
you can’t read an instruction man-
ual...you have a job... you have to
ask your buddies or you have to
figure it out some other way. It’s so
embarrassing.”

Today, he leads two Bible study Bob’s niece, Cassidy, works with him in their shop area. Bob is working on an Art Nouveau piece he

groups at his shop. He has a tough

exterior, but he is humble. The hurt from being dif-
ferent can never be entirely erased, even though he
has accepted the challenges it presents.

In speak-
ing with him,
it is evident
he sees things
through a dif-
ferent lens than
most, but that is
what makes him
unique.

“Every nega-
tive thing that
happens to me, I
look at it as one
of three or four
reasons it’s hap-
pening,” he said.
“I'm either be-
ing disciplined by

Promotional material for the
Rehabcycle Bob created.

Check
Out Our
Daily
Specials!

CREAT FOO0 & SPIRITS
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3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City
(219) 874-5718

Closed Sundays

completely restored. Photo by Bob Wellinski.

God, or I'm being tested by God, or God is trying
to teach me something, or He’s trying to mold my
character.”

He would prefer not to be molded, because the
situations usually entail hurt; however, he under-
stands it is not in his control.

Today, he describes himself as a “failure to the
world, but I’'m blessed by God.”

“Being a failure was actually the biggest blessing
for me because I wouldn’t be who I am spiritually if
I would have been successful,” Bob says. “I'm very
content with who I am...I don’t want to be success-
ful and lose what I got, who I am on the inside.”

The failures he experienced, to him, are not really
failures.

“They might have been failures financially, but I
learned so much more from it, that it was actually
an education to my brain,” Bob said.

In his early days, he was considered least likely
to succeed. Today, he accepts who he is, the life he
has been given and the challenges conquered and
unconquered.

Asked if he is still coming up with new inven-
tions, his entire demeanor changes to excitement.
His dream is to one day watch surgeons at work.

“Just give me a year of that and I would be mak-
ing inventions,” Bob said. “I don’t see what other
people see. I see things differently mechanically. I
have this dyslexic thing over here, on the other side
I have something else going that’s really vivid...I'm
an odd character, but I'm happy with myself.

“I just want to say these things that have hap-
pened to me are because of God working in my life,”
he continued. “I don’t want to take any credit for
any of it. It’s all about God.”
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“Wonka” Has Its Heart in the Right Place, But Lacks the Magic

I was unaffected by “Wonka,” restless by it, much
in the way 2018’s “Mary Poppins Returns” couldn’t
quite make lightning strike twice. Both want some
of that magic pixie dust left by classics, and in some
respects, they have it. High energy and sweet spirit.
Lush sets. Lively costumes. Cheerful cast. All that’s
missing is a reason to care...and one decent song.

The movie provides an origin story for Roald
Dahl’s peculiar chocolatier Willy Wonka, played
first to wicked perfection by Gene Wilder, then with
Michael Jackson creepiness by Johnny Depp in the
Tim Burton update. Unfortunately, the story this
time, by director/co-writer Paul King (the “Padding-
ton” pictures), is a snooze, with dinner theater-style
songs by Neil Hannon that crush any buoyancy.

Wonka (Oscar-nominee Timothée Chalamet) ar-
rives in an undisclosed European city with dreams
of forging a chocolate paradise, only to clash with
chocolate mafiosos who want him dead. But first,
Wonka wrongly chooses a decrepit laundry as the
place to stay for the night, forced by the owner to
join her motley crew of downtrodden slave labor.

Seriously, that’s King’s idea of family fun? To be
fair, the old crone running the laundry is played by
Oscar-winner Olivia Colman (“The Favourite”), and
she has the right idea, modeling her performance
after any classic Roald Dahl harpy.

Chalamet (“Call Me By Your Name”), though, is
an interesting choice for Wonka. This may be the
first movie where the typically grim actor volun-
tarily smiles. There is a sweetness to him here, but
he doesn’t make the role his own. Exhibit any wow
factor. You catch him acting when the character’s

by Andrew Tallackson

Oscar-nominee Timothée Chalamet plays a young version of Roald Dahl’s chocolatier in “Wonka.”

“Wonka”

Running time: 116 minutes. In theaters. Rated PG for
some violence, mild language and thematic elements.

loopiness should feel effortless.

The songs do him no favor. They are bright,
cheery...and disintegrate on impact. They all sound
the same, and when the trio of villains breaks out
into jazz hands, you wish the singing would stop.
The villains, too, are a bust. Paterson Joseph,
Matt Lucas and Mathew Baynton aren’t interest-
ing enough, enough of a legitimate threat, to make
them deliciously despicable.

Thank heavens for the supporting players. Calah
Lane is pure delight as Noodle, Wonka’s budding
young assistant. Sally Hawkins, seen in flash-
backs as Wonka’s mother, lends a tender simplicity
to scenes. Jim Carter (Mr. Carson from “Downton
Abbey”) lends that booming hammer of a voice to
charming moments. And Hugh Grant has choice
scenes as an Oompa Loompa.

That the final scene is perfection, ironically, is a
bummer. By resurrecting the timeless “Pure Imagi-
nation” from the Gene Wilder film, and conjuring
Wonka’s true vision for his chocolate factory, the
movie has discovered its mojo too late to rescue it.

“Wonka” isn’t bad. Its heart is in the right place.
Nods to the 1971 classic are everywhere. It just
makes the unfortunate error of being forgettable.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com
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Lending a Helping Hand

Horizon Bank employees on Nov. 28 braved the
cold to rake leaves, clear debris and help move box-
es of decorations to prepare for the Christmas Joy
Lights Festival.

The employees included Aleah Wortsman, Allison
Michna, Amy Phares, Becky Ryan, Chris Walker,

Cindy Pressinell, Diane Barenthin, Diane Stitz,
Holly Schoof, Jessica Johnson, Jim Krzyzak, Kathi
Tilling, Lisa Marshall, Lora Hixon, Megan Osborne,
Melissa Smith-Watkins, Michael Loiseau, Sara
Exum and Tara Schnadenberg.

(Photos provided).
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218 Elmwood Drive, Michigan City, IN
NEW CONSTRUCTION 2 BR, 2 BA CONTEMPORARY
POST & BEAM FARMHOUSE! This light/bright home was
designed with walls of glass that bring the outdoors in for
entertaining. Unwind in the heated all year-round plunge
pool surrounded by nature’s beauty. Two-car heated
garage with separate 550 sq.ft. of flex space above for
extra space. Deeded beach rights. Rentals allowed.

Sunset Trail, Michiana Shores, IN
FANTASTIC BUILDING SITE IN MICHIANA SHORES
with more than 12,000 square feet to build your DREAM
home! Double wooded lot gives you total 80 ft frontage
and 160 ft of depth. Seasonal peek at the lake & just 2
short blocks from beach access to Stop 37. A true resort
community with million-dollar homes. Let’s start making
happy memories for a lifetime to come!

MICHELE CIHAK, Broker
Coldwell Banker Realty

10 N Whittaker St ® New Buffalo, Ml 491117
C. 219.861.2073 * O. 269.469.3950
michelecihak@yahoo.com
MicheleCihak.sits.cbmoxi.com

Merry Christmas
py New Year!

Affliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell
Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell
Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are
owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently
owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and
the Equal Opportunity Act.

1575 E CR 400 S, LaPorte, IN

Calling all historical enthusiasts & contractors to consider
making this house YOUR home! Renovations started in
2021, now finish making it YOUR own. This 3 BR, 2 1/2
BA with basement sits on almost one full acre of land.
House has new roof, windows, siding, furnace, electrical,
plumbing, insulation, drywall. LaPorte Country Building
Code Dept. has approved all except occupancy permit.
Sold As Is.

. § T al i . il
19589 Oak Drive, New Buffalo, Ml
BUILDABLE LOT IN MICHIGAN SHORES COUNTRY
CLUB SUBDIVISION! Bring your building plans for your
DREAM home & let’s start making happy memories!
Walking distance to private association beach access.
Newly paved street with newer water lines. Lot is 60

x 100. A true resort community, biking, golf, wineries,
minutes from New Buffalo restaurants and only an hour
from downtown Chicago

B

COLDWELL
BANKER

REALTY
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Final Days

William Ladra Sr. provided these photos of the final demolition at the former LaPorte Hospital site.
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Angila Keeney New Clients

(219) 871-9340 20% OFF

312343 - 9143 northern IN + southwest MI « metro Chicago 708 Freyer Road, MC

. Any Service
nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER

o Cuts « Colors » Perms » Exp. 12/30/2023
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Bobbie Cavic THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE
612-385-2576 HOME .. ANY DAY.
1bcavic@gmail.com
Licensed IN & MI COLDWELL BANKER REALTY
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55 MAGNOLIA TRAIL. $575,000. Three-bedroom main house and bonus 1 bedroom
coach house. Community pool, 5 minutes to lake and 1 hr. to Chicago.

L

11193 W. Division Road
Westville, Indiana

5,500 square feet of home decor, vintage & more

Holiday Hours
Saturdays from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Also Available
by Appointment

Event Space Availability

BLUEMOONVINTAGEMARKET.COM
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Christmas isn't complete
without a comfy recliner!
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WeiChert, Merrion Group
REALTORS 219-872-4000

From All Of Us At Weichert Realtors

m @ Tricia Meyer
i = EQUAL HOUSING Broker/Owner

@
RE%TC%FTQE OPPORTUNITY 219-871-2680

Weichert Merrion Group
219-872-4000

Beautiful Condo with Luxurious Pool View!

806 Birch Tree, Michigan City
This 3-bedroom, 2 1/2 bath is an ideal layout. The condo
has a handicapped seat that glides upstairs for easy transi-
tioning to upper level. There are 3 bedrooms up, including
2 bathrooms and a washer and a dryer. Primary bedroom
has a nice size walk-in closet. The main level has a kitchen,
dining and living room, with additional bath/powder room.
Main-level flooring is warm hardwood, and upstairs flooring
is carpet and wood parquet. Outside patio is enclosed for
entertaining. There are many resources nearby to fill your
time. There are 2 golf courses just minutes away. Casino,
outlet mall and many bike trails are also nearby. If you are
looking for a stroll on the beach, you could take a brisk walk
to the majestic Lake Michigan beaches. Dining, no problem,
there are several restaurants within a mile of the condo

EQUAL HOUSING Broker/Owner

@
ﬁESAOLTC%\[FE OPPORTUNITY 219‘871'2680



http://www.thebeacher.com

Page 16

December 21, 2023

“Abstraction + Love”

“A painting is not a picture of an experience; it is
an experience.” Mark Rothko

When it comes to abstract art, Rothko nailed it,
which is why such art can be so difficult to pin down,
sometimes because if is an experience.

An individual looking at such work comes to it
with his/her own set of expectations and history,
and that impacts the experience. Like so many
other aspects of our lives, we all have our opinions,
prejudices, understandings and misunderstand-
ings. For some viewers, however, abstract art cross-
es the line, and they may even consider it elitist, or
something they just can’t understand or relate to. I
like to think of this art form as more mystery, sug-
gestion, psychological and intangible rather than
recognizable places, people or things. It is an art
form that challenges the viewer.

In the case of Lubeznik Center for the Arts’ “Ab-
straction + Love,” this three-gallery show brings a
contemporary theme with a new twist to the story of
abstract art. As stated on the wall-mounted posting,
“This exhibition provides a glimpse of where several,
mostly Midwestern, contemporary artists have taken
abstraction in the 21st century...” As a movement,
abstraction has been around since the 19th century,
so being able to experience how it has evolved into
the 21st century, especially as interpreted by Mid-
western artists, is fascinating, insightful and some-
times humorous.

[

- ‘J th“-

In the foreground, Claire Ashley’s “Clown XI (Twinsies),” and Bernard
Williams’ acrylic on canvas, “Scream,” in the background.

Located within LCA’s Hyndman, Brinka/Cross
and Susan Block galleries, the mix of works and
range of media is fascinating. Participating artists
include Claire Ashley, Helen Frankenthaler, Sarah
Krepp, Robert Motherwell, Sandra Perlow, Julie
Richman, Roland Santana, Edwin P. Shelton, Seli-
na Trepp, Rhonda Wheatley, Bernard Williams and
Molly Zuckerman-Hartung.

Frankenthaler and Motherwell lend a nice touch-
stone as examples of earlier 20th century propo-

The = =
Inquisitive
Artist

Linda Weigel

e

Ww

“Black Mountains” by Robert Motherwell.

nents of the movement. They're kind of like old
friends visiting to see what’s up with the youngsters.
Chicago-artist Williams already is well-known for
his sculpture and mural works in the area. Shel-
ton is a regional artist/educator well-immersed in
the local art scene. I was not familiar with many of
the others, but I'm glad I experienced their work. I
have returned more than once to walk the galleries
again, to perhaps shift my initial impressions a bit.

For many folks, including some of my own fam-
ily, the term “abstraction” conjures up thoughts of
something puzzling. Perhaps it is the non-realistic/
non-representational aspect of the works. The great
20th century artist Arshile Gorky said, “Abstraction
allows man to see with his mind what he cannot
physically see with his eyes...”

I often think of this style as art that does not
reference anything in my visual reality, but rather
communicates some aesthetic, emotional, internal
or intangible purpose. And, of course, abstract art
like those before it involved branching out into oth-
er iterations, such as abstract expressionism, col-
or field painting, suprematism, neoplasticism and
hard-edge painting.

While still in high school, I saw my first abstract
piece at The Art Institute of Chicago. I believe it
was a piece by Motherwell. Initially I didn’t under-
stand it. It looked so effortless, not something I had
come to expect as being “art.” Motherwell once stat-
ed, “One of the most striking of abstract art’s appear-
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“Sensations” by Roland Santana: acrylic, enamel,
insulation foam, compound and silicone on wood.

ances is her nakedness, an art stripped bare.” That
certainly makes sense when looking at his work.
Happily, there is an example of Motherwell’s work
in the LCA show. “Black Mountains” is an aquatint
and etching print with strong black gestural lines
set against a red background. It’s a work that ap-
pears quickly executed and spontaneous. Read the
accompanying signage to learn more.

The range and materials used for works in this
exhibit are interesting, from Ashley’s inflatable
sculptures comprised of ripstop nylon or other ma-
terials to Krepp’s assemblages utilizing bits and
pieces of tires embedded on stretched linen. The
material choices, alone, are intriguing.

The Hyndman Gallery includes the bulk of the
show. Ashley’s inflatables are huge and dominate
the space. On her website, she states, “I work with
inflatable sculpture as the surface for painting to
live and breathe, becoming a tattooed skin of sorts
on a kind of hybrid body...” The forms are definite-
ly organic, rounded, bulbous and unusual. They

O
= (=

Come for Yoga,
Stay for the Pause...

Beginner Yoga classes
start Jan. 20!

Weekly classes in and
around Indiana Dunes
National Park

Private group classes and
special events

Details at
sandypauseyoga.com

and on [@and K

“The Initial Painting” (2012), oil spray paint on
canvas by Molly Zuckerman-Hartung.

' remind me of magnified
amorphous creatures. As
for the artist’s intent, she
| relates these works as be-
" ing in “two states — both as
flaccid skin and taut vol-
ume — metaphors for our
bodily processes...”

Santana’s three wall
works made me want to
look closer, to note the sur-
face quality: tactile and
| sometimes heavily textur-
al paint. Two of his wall-
mounted works take on
freeform bold shapes. Al-
though not the first to use
shaped forms (see Frank
Stella, Elizabeth Murray,
Lee Bontecou) or canvas-
es, his interpretation is a
kind of updated version, especially concerning the
structural materials. His use of non-traditional art
stock (insulation foam, compound, silicone and/or
plaster) enhances the forms and shapes. Interest-
ingly, he is aware of environmental concerns over
his use of these materials and mitigates that by us-
ing those found in alleys or recycled from his studio.

Williams has two large acrylic and unstretched
canvas paintings in the exhibit. Boldly dynamic and
patterned, they present as boldly pieced collages
representing his interest in “diverse cultural forms,
signs, symbols and patterns...” The size of the works
encourages one to step back, to take in the entire
energetic scene.

Williams is not unfamiliar to this region. (See
“The Art of the Inevitable” in the May 19, 2022,
Beacher). His talent takes on many forms, including
sculpture, murals and paintings. His two paintings
help dominate the space for their size, color and
geometric dynamism, offering a counterbalance and
contrast to Ashley’s huge, softer, organic inflatables.

When 1 first viewed Krepp’s two large wall-
Continued on Page 18

DINE IN « CARRY OUT  FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE ¢ $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL
Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm - Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!
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“Abstraction + Love” continued from Page 17

mounted works, I thought they were some form of
ink or black paint on canvas. Instead, what I dis-
covered were curls and bits of old tires screwed onto
the background. Part of her “BLOW-OUT” series,
these works fool the eye until one gets close enough
to recognize the dimensional quality of the attached
pieces. Interesting and surprising while creating
movement and repetition across the surface, these
assemblages play tricks with the eye, initially blur-
ring “the boundaries between painting, sculpture
and drawing, ultimately confusing two-dimensional
and three-dimensional space.” My initial response
was of the “isn’t that interesting” variety; however,
it soon became one of metaphorical discomfort over
what those shreds possibly represented culturally,
especially considering the current state of world af-
fairs. For me, it is another example of what may
appear to be simple, yet isn’t. Underneath the seem-
ingly calm surface, there is more. Much more.

Three more two-dimensional artists in the Hynd-
man offer a range of approaches and media. Rich-
man and Zuckerman-Hartung present oil or oil
spray paint on canvas, while Perlow offers acrylic
marker on paper.

j 3

“5603261,” an acrylic on unstretched canvas by Bernard Williams.

Edwin P. Shelton’s mixed-media piece, “Non-Duality Galaxy” (2023).

is an oil on canvas executed in primarily cool col-
ors, with a balance between organic and geometric
shapes organized in a kind of visual topography. It’s
as if I am above ground looking down at structures,
landscape and rivers. It reminds me somewhat of
an abstracted aerial version of a Richard Dieben-
korn painting.

Molly Zuckerman-Hartung’s “The Initial Paint-
ing” is an oil spray paint on canvas. There is a bit of
the post-cubist feeling to it. Colorful, the work feels
compact, yet constrained as the varying shapes
push and pull against each other. The color balance,
and how she uses color to create dynamic design,
caught me in my initial viewing, and continued to
do so the more I looked at it. Zuckerman-Hartung
likes to draw on multiple cultural references for her
large abstract works.

In contrast, Perlow’s “Small Bursts” uses acrylic
markers on paper. The work presents a primarily
cool-colored painting with organized shapes placed
one atop another, creating a sense of centered bal-
ance and limited space. Perlow is inspired by the
walks she takes, and the resulting sketches, as well
as her interests in architecture and landscape and
this work, are reflective of those interests.

Upstairs in the Brinka/Cross Gallery, you will

New Location

lakefront salon

tday spa

e
- ——
ey e——

912 Franklin St., Michigan City - (219) 879-6168

“ c Tuesday-Thursday 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Friday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday By Appointment

Tim’s Shuttle Service

Rides to Casinos, Shopping, Chicago Airports
6 seats available plus luggage
Available 24 Hours By Appointment

New Phone!

Please Text! 219-898-8320
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find recent works by Michigan
City artist Edwin P. Shelton
(See “The Evolution of a Sculp-
tor/Educator” in the Sept. 2,
2021, Beacher). His standing
center piece “Non-Duality An-
tenna” is composed of welded
aluminum stock, fabric, glue,
paint, upholstery thread, faux
fur, fake gems, paper méaché,
glitter and discarded objects.
To say his work is comprised
of multiple sourced media is
an understatement. Shelton
transforms found, discarded ob-
jects into colorful forms, evok-
ing a whimsical take on art in
three-dimensional forms.
Opposite Shelton’s work are
Wheatley’s exquisite, lyrical,
collage-based paintings. Her
use of vellum cutouts merges
seamlessly while overlaying
the painted backgrounds. These are captivating
abstract pieces, fascinating to dissect and contem-
plate. Wheatley states on her website: “My work is
grounded in the speculative, metaphysical, and spir-
itual, and through it I explore healing, conscious-
ness expansion, and transformation.” Clearly, such

!

-""--H"""-- = i - 1
{’ ff;%:__ La Porte County
- » L

- Habitat

for Humanity®
‘A house is made

of walls and beams;
a home is made

of love and dreams’

Ralph Waldo Emerson

‘A hand-up, not a hand-out’.
With your support we build decent, affordable homes
alongside families who can invest in their future with our
0% interest mortgages, promoting strength and stability.

This Christmas Holiday,
donate to Habitat for Humanity.
b With your donations and our
Eaﬁaﬁﬁs volunteers, we make a difference.
b v o Thank you!
: www.laportehabitat.org

info@laportehabitat.org &%
‘La Porte Habitat’, PO Box 8874, Michigan City IN 46361

“Untitled 7,” Rhonda Wheatley’s acrylic and collage with
hand-cut vellum on canvas.

concerns are present in these
fine works, leaving the viewer
with a sense of wonderment
and peaceful contemplation.

In the Susan Block Gallery,
you encounter a new installa-
tion by Selina Trepp. She has
created her own seating for
gallery attendees. The anima-
tion, itself, is quirky, humorous
and a form of stop action. Does
it make any clear sense? No,
of course not, but that doesn’t
limit its appeal. Take a seat and
enjoy her film.

Indeed, this interesting ex-
hibit is not what I expected
based on the title. When I asked
LCA Director Janet Bloch about
the “+ Love” portion, she said
' it “refers to the humor and joy

these artists bring to abstrac-

tion. This genre of art began
as a more serious, psychological and philosophical
endeavor that appealed to the avant garde. In the
hands of artists working in the 21st century, the art
form has become accessible, quirky, exuberant and
playful.”

Quirky and playful certainly are expressed in
multiple versions throughout the exhibit.

Make this your opportunity to discover some-
thing new and exciting. Take the family. Check out
how youngsters react, then have a family discus-
sion. The exhibit closes Feb. 10, 2024, so there is
still time to see it and put your own spin on the ex-
perience. Kandinsky said, “Form itself, even if com-
pletely abstract...has its own inner sound.”

Discover your inner sound, your insights.

Don’t wait.

Matthew Karstrand
312.927.8489
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BENEFITS OF LISTING WITH A TEAM

Choose our esteemed real estate team to list your property and enjoy a range of
unparalleled benefits. Backed by extensive experience and a profound market
understanding, we ensure your property selling experience is exceptional:

¢ Expert Insights & Pricing: Our accumulated wisdom leads to expert insights and
strategic pricing, maximizing your property's value through meticulous analysis.

¢ Tailored Marketing: We craft a unique narrative for your property, captivating
potential buyers with personalized marketing brilliance.

¢ The Power of Connections: Leverage our vast network to extend your
property's reach beyond traditional limits.

o Skillful Negotiations: Our proven negotiation prowess secures the best terms
while aligning with your preferences.

¢ Intricacies Managed: We navigate complexities, leaving you free to focus on
what matters.

¢ Guided Excellence: Unwavering guidance ensures a seamless journey from
listing to closing.

¢ Peace of Mind: Seasoned professionals manage every facet, providing
emotional ease and strategic expertise.

¢ Collective Expertise: Diverse specialists excel in their roles, handling all aspects
of the selling process.

¢ Always Available: Count on our team's availability for assistance at any time.

e Comprehensive Service: From analysis to closing paperwork, we offer a holistic
selling approach.

Entrust your property to our team for a commitment to excellence, elevating value
and appeal while exceeding expectations at every step.
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INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED. THE COLDWELL BANKER SYSTEM FULLY SUPPORTS THE PRINCIPLES OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT AND THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT.
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& 823 Franklin Street | Michigan City, IN
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Holiday at the Pops

It was another festive night, filled with holiday cheer and great music, as LaPorte County Symphony
Orchestra presented its “Holiday at the Pops” on Dec. 9 at LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St.
All photos by Bob Wellinski
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Sunday Champagne Brunch |9 AM. - 1P.M.

Dinner specials are available every night
Please call for details (8B66) 625-6343

—Stay & Dine Packages—
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-
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Final Days of Holiday Discounts!
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(219) 926-1551 Closed Tuesdays




www.thebeacher.com

TRUPOINT
BALKYARDS
Portable Buildings
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At TruPoint Backyards our Amish
community brings your custom design to
life, built by hand locally in Indianal Qur
goal is to understand your vision and use
our expertise 10 halp you design and

customize your ideal building!

\nstant Savings:

with 25% Deposit

$150 OFF ~0R~ $250 OFF
GUSTOM ORDER LAST YEAR'S MODEL!

PROMO CODE: 10T.B.
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LARGER SHOWROOM
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574-230-5020
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www.TruPointBackyards.com
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LaPorte, IN
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Food & Drink
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Great Food in
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* bar open later
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The Beacher staff
wishes you and yours

a holiday season filled
with joy, peace and love,
and a New Year that
promises more.

A special thanks to our
advertisers. We couldn't
do what we do without
you. And, of course, to
you, our dear and

W faithful readers, thanks
" and see you next year!

o — -

a two-week holiday
and return Jan. 11.
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Pear Santa Claus

Dear Santa,

My name is Nina. How are you do-
ing today? I am doing well. Thank you
for all the presents last year. I had fun
with them. This year I am going to
make some chocolate chip cookies and
milk. Oh, and by the way my cat Wal-
lace drank some milk that we left out
for you last year. I am so sorry. I have
been good this year. Can I have a baby
toy for my baby sister who was just
born Monday!!! For me, may I have a
Baby Alive doll -a girl please.

Love, Nina

Dear Santa,
How are you? I'm great! Can I have
a hover board? I have been doing my
homework and chores so can I have a
hover board. I will leave cookies and
milk and we will leave carrots for the
reindeer.
Love, Vasili

Dear Santa,

How are you? How have you been?
I'm great! Hi. I would really like a
blow horn. I've been good. Can I have
a Guinea pig? I've been doing my
chores. Can I have a iPhone 15? I've
been doing my homework. Can I have
a candy machine? I have good grades.
I would like a drone. I have been good
at home.

Love, Eva

Dear Mr. Santa,

I’'ve been super great at school. I
have good grades and I love my life!
I'm doing my homework and I would
really love a kid sewing kit and a cute
fox stuffy please. Thank you so much.
Oh, and I will leave some cookies and
milk for you. Goodbye Santa.

Love, Mena

Dear Santa,

How are you doing? I'm great! Are
you doing a great job? I really want to
see you! I would really like a pair of
gloves and a hat, because I was doing
my homework. And I was so good! I re-
ally would like a candy cane, because
I was doing my chores. And I will real-
ly like 3 animals! On Christmas Day I
will give you cookies and milk!

Love, Zoe

Dear Santa,

How are you Santa? I'm great! I
love all the toys you brought me last
year. You are so awesome! I love you

so much! Can I please stay up late to
see you on Christmas Eve?

Can I please have a Nintendo
Switch? T'll give you my best sugar
cookie that I'll make! I also promise
I will share with my brothers and my
sister, Noreen, if she wants to. Can I
also please have a Lego set for Christ-
mas? I'll let my sister and my brother,
Walter, help me build it if they want
to. I will also listen to my mom. Can I
also please have some books? I've been
getting good grades and turning in my
homework. Finally, can I have a brace-
let kit? I have not been as annoying as
last year. Thank you Santa! I love you!

Love, Bernadette!

P.S. What’s your favorite cookie?

Dear Santa,

Hi, hello!!! How old are you? I am
doing great. And your beard looks like
a snowball in a good way. Now for
my question. What am I getting for
Christmas? I'll tell you what I want
for Christmas. A real live hamster.
I’ve been good and getting good grade
and I do chores. Pretty please, I am
begging you. Also, I want a vacation
to California. If you can leave the
tickets to California on the Christ-
mas tree, and five tickets for free. I
will leave you all the cookies and milk
you desire. And the last is I want is a
house, my very own personal house,
and a car that comes with it. Again,
make it personal. Thank you.

Love Vivien

Dear Santa,
How are you? I'm great! Can I have
a big monster truck for my cousin?
He’s a little crazy but I'm ok with it.
I'm being good! Can I have a drone?!?
I’'m being good in school! Can I have a
meal for the poor to give them?
Love, Ady

Dear Santa,

How are you?

You are the best Santa in the whole
entire world! How are the elves doing?

Here’s some things I want for
Christmas! Something I really want is
some Legos and Nike tennis shoes. I
wear a size one. One more thing I want
for Christmas is a bead kit with stick-
ers. That’s all I want for Christmas.

Love, Emmalyn

Dear Santa,

How are you doing, Santa? How are
the reindeer? I am working hard at
school. Can 1 have on Ohio junior jer-
sey? 1 would like a treehouse to play in
and an I phonel5. I have been nice and
have been doing good. I do my home-
work and help my mom do chores.

Love, Nico

Hi Santa,
How’s it going with Mrs. Claus?
It is going good with me. I have been
good. Can I have some toys please?
Your friend, Michael

Dear Santa,

How are you? I miss you so much.
I've been so good this year. My room
is so clean. I would love a VR headset,
VR games, Xbox games, Lego sets, a
tablet, sports stuff and games. I will
be thankful for anything.

Love, Brogan

Dear Santa.

I’'ve been good this year and I was
hoping I would get some presents for
Christmas. but maybe you could pick
out the presents this year instead of
me telling you on my list. If you can
handle it, that would be great. But I
think you can do it for Christmas

Love, Hero

Dear Santa,

How are you? Are you real? I have
been good in school. Can I have a PS5
Spiderman video game, a PS5 Harry
Potter video game, and an I phone 15?

Love, Oliver

Hi Santa!

How are you feeling? I really want
to see you one day. I will make you
milk and chocolate chip cookies when
I see you. I have started on a special
treat for your reindeer! I can’t wait
to see you soon! I would really like to
have a puppy for Christmas. My par-
ents say it’s a lot of work. I promise I
will take good care of it. Thank you,
Santa! See you real soon!

Love, Aubrey

Dear Santa,
I have been good in school this year.
I would like a Lego City, electric gui-
tar and a VR head set. How are you
doing Santa? Tell the elves I said hi!
Love, Carter


http://www.thebeacher.com

: E ;; wao the night before Christmas, when all through the house

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were bung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

: E ;;be children were neatled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced through their heads;

And mamma in her kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just vettled our brains for a long winter's nap,
When out on the lawn there arose such a a clatter;
1 sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.

@4 way to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

: E ;/ae moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the luastre of mid-day to obyects below;
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear;
But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver; vo lively and quick
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick..

% ore rapid than eagles iy coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name:

“Now Dadsher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer! and Vixen!
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!

1o the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!

Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!

@%4 9/'3/ leaves that bcfore the wild hurricane f[y,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleighful of toys, and St. Nicholas too.

@‘% nd then in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
Ao 1 drew tn my head, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bouno.

e

ége wad dressed all in fur from his head to hw foot,

And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot:
A bundle of toys he had flung on b back.
And be looked like a peddler juat opening his pack.

ég[g eyed, how they twinkled! hus dimples, how merry!

Hus cheeks were like roses, bis nove like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he held tught in hus teeth,
And the smoke, it encircled bis head like a wreath.

ége had a broad face, and a little round belly
that shook, when he laughed like a bowl full of elly.

&ge was chubby and plump - a right jolly olo elf -
And I laughed, when I saw him, tn spite of myoelf;
A wink of hus eye, and a twist of bty head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

ége apoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

aprang to his sleigh, to the team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew, like the down of a thutle,
But I heard him exclaim, ¢’re he drove out of sight,
“Happy Christmads to all, and to all a good-night!”
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Pear Santa Claus

A beloved tradition returns to The Beacher with letters to Santa Claus from
Notre Dame Elementary School second-graders, presented to you just as the children wrote them.
Thanks to second-grade teacher Sara Conn for helping us out. Enjoy!

Dear Santa,

I’'ve been good all this week at
school. May I have a bike for Christ-
mas? Can I also have a sketchbook?
Thank you if you get me it.

Love, Nora

Dear Santa,

How are you doing? Doing good?
I’'m doing good in school.

Can I please have an EIf on the
Shelf for Christmas? I just need a note
for his food and water. Can I have a
dart gun for Christmas? I will put
them in the safest place in my house.
I will take super great care of them.

Love, Elliott

Hi Santa,

My name is Ella. I really like you
soooo much! How is your day? Be-
cause my day is good!

I really want a small electric piano
because I will always take care of it! I
also want a toy unicorn and a toy dog. I
will always take good care of it, and the
toy unicorn and the toy dog. I'm get-
ting good grades at school. I'm doing
my chores when my Mom is sleeping.
I’'m listening to my teacher when she is
talking. Merry Christmas, Santa!

Love, Ella

Dear Santa Claus,

Am I your favorite kid? How’s Ru-
dolph doing? Can I get the Daily Bu-

gle Lego set, please? I will give you
Christmas sugar cookies. Next, I want
one of the best rated Lego set’s. I will
give you all the cookies you desire,
Next, can I get Crash Bandicoot 5 vid-
eo game, please? I will feed the poor.
Love, Caleb

Dear Santa.

How are you? I'm great! Are you
doing a good job? How old are you? I
really want to see you!

I would love a super Mario Sun-
shine game for Christmas. I've been
doing my homework! I would really
love Star Wars Lego set to! I promise
to leave you milk and cookies!

Love, Liam

Dear Santa

I’ve been doing my homework and
chores. I've been listening.

Please can I get an iPad for me? Can
I get a cute dress for my mommy and
a cute shirt for my daddy? Can I get a
Boonicorn toy for my sister and me?
Can I get a cute dress for my grandma
to and a cute shirt for my grandpa?

Love, Ella

Dear Santa,

How are you doing, Santa? I am do-
ing good. Do you like your job?

I want $10,000 to donate to the
Children Hospital. I have been work-
ing good in school. I also want a toy

machine too. I have been doing my
homework good for my mom.
My last thing I want is a drone with
a camera on the controller, please. I
have been helpful at home!
Love, Zoey

Dear Santa,

How are you? I'm great. How old are
you? How is Clarice? I have Clarice and
Rudolph in my backyard! Can I please
have a present for my grandma? And
can I please have a reindeer? I've done
my homework, and I have good grades.
Can I please have a VR system? And
Santa, you are the best in the world!
Can I please have chalk for my hands
on my gymnastic bars? I will leave you
lots of cookies and some carrots for the
reindeer! I can’t wait for Christmas!

Love, Everleigh

Dear Santa,

How is your day? Are You real? Can I
have a robot, please? I want a good hov-
erboard, please. I left cookies for you!

Your friend, John Paul

Dear Santa,

I am trying my hardest in school,
but can I have an iPhone 15?7 But
move that aside you are the best San-
ta in the world (and only) :) But you
also have the best beard in the world.

Your friend, Eleanor
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“Leave the World Behind” Takes Strange, Tense Journey into Chaos
by Andrew Tallackson

Mahershala Ali (from left), Myha’la, Julia Roberts and Ethan Hawke play individuals who find themselves in the same home as an apocalypse begins in
“Leave the World Behind.”

I’'m not sure the point of “Leave the World Be-
hind,” the deeper meaning behind it.

When Roland Emmerich stages an apocalypse
(“The Day After Tomorrow,” “2012”), his intentions
are clear: blow up everything in sight, and at ear-
shattering decibels.

But “Leave the World Behind,” the new Netflix
film based on Rumaan Alam’s 2020 novel, aims
higher. You don’t spend nearly 2 hours and 20 min-
utes, and with the cream of the A-list acting crop,
just to whip up cheap thrills. There is a message...I
think.

So how do you review a movie like this? I sup-
pose strictly on surface value. As an end-times tale,
“Leave the World Behind” is ominous, strange,
tense, well-acted and extremely well-directed. The
wow factor of some the visuals comes courtesy of
writer-director-producer Sam Esmail, who cut his
teeth on edgy TV (“Mr. Robot,” Prime’s paranoia
thriller “Homecoming”). He’s a born storyteller.

In the film, we meet Amanda and Clay Sanford
(Julia Roberts and Ethan Hawke) right before cha-
os erupts. She’s a misanthrope, having long lost
faith in humanity. That’s why, on impulse, she ar-
ranges a weekend getaway to a posh rental home in
Long Island. Their children, Archie (Charlie Evans)
and Rose (Farrah Mackenzie), are game for the trip,
although Rose, who is binge-watching “Friends,” is
disgusted she can’t stream the last episode. The im-

“Leave the World Behind”

Running time: 138 minutes. Netflix. Rated R for language,
some sexual content, drug use and brief bloody images.

ages freeze on her iPad.

Once in Long Island, the family heads to the
beach, and it is here Esmail stages one whopper of
a visual. An oil tanker, seen at distance, inches clos-
er to shore. The editing is extremely effective. With
each passing moment, Rose realizes the tanker is
not altering course. It’s headed directly for them.
Once everyone on the beach catches on, it is too late.
The special effects used to create the tanker landing
on the shore — families fleeing in fear — is terrify-
ingly realistic. Breathless in execution.

Then, cell phone and Internet service go down.
Later that night, a stranger turns up at the house.
G.H. Scott (Mahershala Ali) and his snarky daugh-
ter, Ruth (Myha’la), introduce themselves, announc-
ing the house belongs to them, that they’ve returned
from the city because of a mass blackout. They don’t
ask the family to leave, but announce their inten-
tion to stay with them.

What'’s going on? There are hints of a carefully or-
chestrated cyberattack. That the perpetrators are of
Middle Eastern descent. Of all the individuals con-
fined to that Long Island home, Ali creates the most
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complex and satisfying of the lot.
Mysterious, as if knowing more
than he’s revealing. Then, bit by
bit, introducing a man of deep in-
tellect and integrity.

“Leave the World Behind” may
be using these characters, con-
fined to a single location, to com-
ment on how society would behave
in such a scenario. Esmail, whose
gets a bit showy with his camera,
dangles like a carrot the issue of
race. Ruth sees the family’s dis-
trust of her and her father as white
against black. Thing is, Amanda
and Clay are on edge for other rea-
sons. Roberts, who worked with
Esmail on “Homecoming,” dares to
make Amanda unlikable. A living,
breathing spewer of bile. Hawke
plays Clay as a man whose touchy-
feely demeanor has a way of driving
Amanda nuts.

Do you like these two? You're on the fence. You
find yourself more drawn to Ali’s commanding pres-
ence, as well as the big moments where the char-
acters realize society is collapsing. Deer turn up
in their yard. Piercing sounds stop them in their
tracks. And, there is special-effects triumph No. 2:
Ali fleeing the beach as a plane crashes just feet
away from him.

The sense of foreboding is dynamite. By the end,
however, the movie seems like it wants to say some-
thing. Something pertinent about us as a people.
Maybe it’s that all terrorists have to do these days
is plant the seed of terror, then let human beings
destroy themselves all on their own. That, in and of
itself, is a profound observation, but the final scene
plays like a comic punch line in the spirit of “Don’t
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The moment an oil tanker crashes into the shoreline is a wow of a visual.

Look Up,” the message being, when the you-know-
what hits the fan, it’s best to ignore it.
Is that the message? Greater minds may speak of
it. For me, well, uh...
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Springing into 24

Two things we definitely will do in the spring/
summer of 2024

1. Ride the South Shore from Michigan City to
Chicago and back.

2. Ride our bicycles on the Kal-Haven Trail from
South Haven to Bloomingdale and back.

The former, of course, involves the great states
of Indiana and Illinois, the latter located entirely
in the Great Lakes State of
Michigan.

Our ’24 resolutions are
entirely based on the vaga-
ries of construction. Maybe
our plans will be delayed
until summer 2024. So be it.
But we do plan to get back
aboard our favorite railroad
in the leaping Leap Year of
2024, and to ride the west-
ern half of the magnificent
rails-to-trails linear park
we know as the Kal-Haven
Trail.

No surprise about the
South Shore in 2023, as
the South Shore Line was
great about posting regular
updates on the progress of
its ambitious double-track
project between Michigan
City and Gary. Lately, it has
promised a final completion
in spring 2024, complete
with additional trains and
faster running times.

Sounds great, right?

Sure does, and I for one
can’t wait to get back into
“training” on the South Shore. Especially because 1
never did get up the nerve to do the South Shore’s
“bus-to-train” travel option this year. Friends as-
sured me it was “easy-peasy,” and that I should defi-
nitely give it a go, but I never did.

When I did train into Chicago during the double-
track project, I took Amtrak from New Buffalo, Mich.
That was a breeze, although it was more expensive,
and I did arrive in Chicago at Union Station — a far
cry from all the action on Michigan Avenue. Climb
out of the South Shore’s Millennium Station, and
you’re right there on “Avenue M.” Chicago Cultural
Center is right there at Randolph and Michigan,
and down the Ave. — Millennium Park, Art Insti-
tute of Chicago, Chicago Symphony Orchestra and
all the rest.

Emerge from Union Station on Adams or Jack-
son, on the other hand, and you can go for a swim in
the south branch of the Chicago River.

P

Life With
Charley

Charles McKelvy
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A rush-hour South Shore train stops to collect passengers at Van Buren Street.
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At least Amtrak runs nonstop from New Buffalo
to Chicago, and it does give you a colorful tour of
some really old steel mills. That was worth the ex-
tra fare, especially since I was often joined on the
train by my friend from East Lansing, Mich., Rick
Lewandowski. He worked his way through college
with summer jobs in the mills of Detroit. The man
knows steelmaking; he was a great guide as we glid-
ed through Gary and points west. Plus, he can walk
like nobody else, so no worries with an arrival west
of the Loop. Rick and those long legs of his led me
on a long walk west to a way-cool, old Italian deli on
Randolph Street, in the old market, which is now a
way-cool-hip-dude eatery zone, complete with out-
door seating in always-sunny-and-warm Chicago.

So, Amtrak was good to me in 2023, but I do look
forward to getting on board the new and improved
South Shore in spring 2024. That would be a great
leap in the Leap Year, right?
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You bet. And I'll be ready to
take that leap whenever the
South Shore is ready for us.

Just as I will really be ready |
to ride the Kal-Haven from the
trailhead in South Haven at
least as far east as Bloomingda-
le. We were all set to do exactly
that on a perfect-page summer
day in 2023 when we arrived in
the parking lot just as a truck
with a load of gravel was get-
ting ready to unload.

“Uh oh,” we said. “Not a good
sign.” Then we saw the red sign
clearly stating the “trail (was)
closed until further notice.”

Had we but checked before
hauling our bikes up to South
Haven, we would have known
the western half of the trail
was undergoing a long overdue
overhaul, and would not reopen
until — you guessed it — spring
of 2024.

We had only ourselves to
blame for not doing due diligence
on the state of the trail, but that’s how we roll. We’re
a pair of laid-back 70-somethings, and we don’t do
the smart-phone-text-text-text thing like so many of
our contemporaries do. And sometimes, we pay the
price; we certainly did that day.

We were both upset, but none more than Yours
Truly because he had built his life around a ride on
the Kal-Haven that day. But then I was really mad
at myself for not checking out the trail before driv-
ing all the way up to South Haven, albeit on the
stunningly beautiful Blue Star Highway. We reck-
oned the trail would be open from Grand Junction,
Mich., to points east, but, no, the same barriers with
those red signs greeted us there. Darn!

We went with Plan B and motored over to Van Bu-
ren State Park and launched northward on the Van
Buren Trail. I had been bugging Natalie for some
time about riding it from the state park to South
Haven, round trip. Well, that was Plan B and, as
most Plan Bs go, it wasn’t all biscuits with gravy.
But, it was a ride of a good 10 miles or more, and
we did get to take a break along the bluff in South
Haven and contemplate the picturesque lighthouse,
beach and always great lake of Michigan. Happy
time in the sun and surf. What’s not to like, espe-
cially when you’re on a bike? Natalie didn’t like the
sum total of it as much as I did, and we both longed
for a real ride on the Kal-Haven. But not before we
got home and checked out the Kal-Haven website on
our massive and usually reliable desktop computer.

In no time flat, we learned the “closing until fur-
ther notice” was due to the Michigan Department of

The Michigan Department of Natural resources is replacing the Donald F. Nichols Covered Bridge over
the Black River on the Kal-Haven Trail.

Natural Resources’ multi-million-dollar revitaliza-
tion of the trail’s western section, the section most
convenient to us. In other words, those construction
guys we saw in South Haven that ill-fated day were
there to help resurface some 15 miles of a 33-mile
trail that hadn’t been resurfaced since it opened in
the late 1980s. According to the site, work was sup-
posed to be completed in early 2024. We took that
to mean we’d be riding the western section in the
warmer days of late spring.

That would work for us, but what would not work
for us is the DNR’s plan to replace the picturesque
Donald F. Nichols Covered Bridge over the Black
River with a sturdy, uncovered span.

But we will ride the western section regardless.
Maybe somebody will come up with funds necessary
to build a new covered bridge...and maybe not.

We would certainly be happy to have our crossing
of the Black River covered in spring 2024, but we’ll
just be glad to have our complete trail back. More
from me then.

Meanwhile, happy rails and trails.

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.
talk to ted 2t

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com
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JROTC Supports MCAS, Community

Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Ju-
nior Reserve Officer Training Corps participated in
many civic events to support Michigan City Area
Schools and the community.

Among those activities were supporting The Sal-
vation Army with —~
food donations, help- D C
ing the Deserving
Children’s Shopping
Tour and assist-
ing with setup and
cleanup of the “One
City, One Sound”
concert. Cadets
also led the Michi-
gan City Festival
of Lights Parade,
along with providing
color guards for the
LaPorte County Vet-
erans Court gradu-

ation and MCHS Cadets help off-load donations
home boys basketball at The Salvation Army.
games.

The JROTC sup-
ported the MCAS

food drive Dec. 16,
and was set to as-
sist with Salvation
Army food distribu-
tion Dec. 21.

The military drill
team will prepare
over Christmas
break for the Jan.
27 sectional cham-
pionship at India-
napolis Ben Davis
High School. If win-
ning that meet, they will travel to the Washington,
D.C., area to compete in the national championship
in April.

Cadets will continue to support MCHS athlet-
ics. They also will do presentations at Barker and
Krueger middle schools to familiarize eighth-grad-
ers with JROTC prior to scheduling freshman-year
courses.

On Dec. 7, cadets participated in Cyber Patriot,
the national high school cyber-security competition,
defending against a mock cyber attack.

Besides the technical skills of manipulating the
virtual imagery, cadets also exercise decisiveness
and judgment regarding making choices in a stress-
ful situation.

The event was the state qualifying round. Results
were to be announced after The Beacher went to
press with this week’s edition.

Faculty Advisor Ralph Gee advises the
team as it prepares to compete.
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Michigan City Public Library

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are:
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:

e Mario Kart in Real Life (ages 9-17) from 4-6
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 21. Winners receive prizes.
No registration is needed.

* Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in
December. Membership is open to anyone in-
terested in needle arts such as crochet, needle-
point, cross-stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand
stitching. All skill levels and ages are welcome.
Also, the group has organized a local chapter of
the Warm Up America Foundation. Volunteers
are knitting and crocheting handmade squares
(7x9 inch) that will be joined together to make
full-size afghans.

e Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4
p-m. Tuesdays in December. Harris can offer
tips and advice on how to research a family tree
or find genealogical record

¢ Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays in December. Create
with LEGO WeDo, Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozo-

PrivaDrive

Ride, Relax, Repeat!

Local Rides

Larger vehicles that can
Alrports accommodate a variety
Private Events of groups, no matter
Weddings the size, with the same
Wine, Beer, Golf Tours reliable service j’ﬂulre

..and So Much More accustomed to

bots and 3-D pens. Children 12 and younger must
have a parent or guardian attend with them.
Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook
page and website.

Holiday Favorite Characters Scavenger
Hunt in December. Visit Youth Services, find
all the characters and win a prize.

Weekly Crafts for Kids & Teens. Each week
offers a different project. Take-home craft kits are
available, or create some in the Makerspace.
Food and Mitten Drive through Jan. 2.
Take non-perishable foods, mittens, gloves, hats
or scarves to the Youth Services area. Collected
items will be donated to a local shelter.
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance aid need-
ed. Volunteers help at least one day a week dur-
ing tax season (February-April). The IRS pro-
vides some training, and passing the VITA test
through the intermediate level is required. Test-
ing and training are online. Call (219) 873-3049
for more details.

Holiday closings. The library closes at noon
Friday, Dec. 22. It also closes Sunday-Monday,
Dec. 24-25 and Dec. 31-Jan. 1.

Michigan City Public Library is located at 100

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

Beacher Delivery

Any time you do not receive your Beacher or
have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088,
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you
can let us know any issue or concerns.

e COMPLETE o NEW
REMODELING CONSTRUCTION
e ROOM ULLING o 4 SEASON
ADDITIONS ROOMS
CONSTRUCTION INC.
* SIDING o CONCRETE
o DECKS 219-861-6341 « MASONRY

www.hullingsconstruction.com
* GARAGES * FLOORING
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Indiana Dunes National Park

e Winter Solstice Hike from 3-5 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 21, at Kemil Beach. Join rangers for
a hike starting at the Kemil Beach parking lot.
Afterward, participants gather around a camp-
fire. The parking lot is one mile north of U.S. 12
on East State Park Road (County Road 300 East).

¢ Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, Dec. 23.
Families, amateur birders and scientists can use
binoculars, bird guides and checklists to help count
bird populations. National park areas included
are Miller Woods, West Beach, Portage Lakefront
and Riverwalk and Tolleston Dunes. Cities include
portions of Gary, Hobart, Portage, Lake Station,
Burns Harbor, Ogden Dunes and Merrillville. Par-
ticipants must register with ranger Christine Ger-
lach at (219) 395-1885 or christine_gerlach@nps.
gov. For the exact count circle area, visit http:/
birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count.

e Warm Up to Winter from 1-3 p.m. Saturdays-
Sundays in December at Chellberg Farm.
Try snowshoeing and wander through Chellberg
Farm. Then, stop by the farmhouse to learn about
the area’s history. A limited number of snowshoes
can be checked out at the Eastern National Book-
store located off the main parking lot. Snowshoe-
ing is dependent on the amount of snow on the
ground, with a minimum of 3 inches of snow re-
quired. Regardless of snow, the farmhouse will
be open for hikers. The parking lot is on Mineral
Springs Road between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter
Call (219) 395-1882 for snow conditions.

e National Park Themed Movie from 2-3:30
p-m. Saturdays-Sundays through February
at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center. Movies will
change each weekend and last between an hour
to 90 minutes.

* Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at Indiana
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-
hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available.
Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for more details.

RUSSO
PAINTING
COMPANY

SINCE 1999

Interior/exterior
House Painting.

\ Family-owned.

= )
= ﬁ ,fh —  Call Joe: (219) 299-7732
N

d

The National Park Service is accepting appli-
cations for businesses offering approved services
through the Commercial Use Authorization program.

Services include guided hikes, overnight group
camping, photography lessons, fitness classes, guid-
ed kayaking or canoeing through Little Calumet
River, equipment rentals or food trucks.

To streamline and modernize the CUA program,
an online system is available and includes a stan-
dard non-refundable $350 fee per application.

Visit tinyurl.com/29ue9y88 for more details.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219)
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov [indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park

The following programs will be offered:

¢ Holiday Critter Dinner at 11 a.m. Saturday,
Dec. 23. Meet at the Nature Center as reptiles
and amphibians eat live meals.

¢ Creature Feature at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday-Fri-
day, Dec. 26-29. Meet naturalists who will intro-
duce live Indiana Dunes animals.

¢ Turtle Shell-abration at 11 a.m. Saturday,
Dec. 30. Meet native turtles and learn about
their adaptations.

e Holiday Photo Scavenger Hunt from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 31. Take a camera or phone
to the Nature Center for the game that includes a
list and prizes.

e Annual First Day Hike at 10 a.m. Monday,
Jan. 1. The route is a two-mile moderate loop
along Trail 7 to Lake Michigan, along the beach
and back via the campground. A campfire with
treats closes the experience.

e “Feed the Birds B-I-N-G-O” at 9:30 a.m. Tues-
day-Friday, Jan. 2-5. Join a naturalist at the
Nature Center to help fill bird feeders and play
the game.

¢ National Bird Day Hike at 11 a.m. Friday,
Jan. 5. Join a naturalist for a hike seeking win-
ter birds and wildlife.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-

terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

DREAM HOMES
START WITH
DREAM SERVICE.

Leslie Kalil
Jr. Mortgage Loan Originator
(219) 363-4882

HORIZON
e BANK
] O HorizonBank.com
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\ New Year's

Eve YOU CAN PARTY LIKE IT'S 1999 AFTER
YOU HAVE DINNER WITH PRICES FROM1999.

FILET........ 2005607 | $32.9580Z
NYSTRIP .o 94,95
PRIME RIB ...s2495100z | 532,95 16 0z

CRAB
LOBSTER
SHRIMP

ADD SALAD BARTO ANY ENTREE

JUST 2.95

* Dine-In only. Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts. Offer subject to change. Ask your server for details.

110 FRANKLIN ST  MICHIGAN CITY, IN » 219-872-9471

f

followjusiforlmore¥fun
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LaPorte County Public Library

LaPorte County Public Library has updated its
curbside pickup service using meeScan.

New users can download the meeScan app
through options such as Apple and Google Play.
Then, place holds on items using a customer ac-
count. Once at the library, check in using the app
and clicking Pickup from the bottom of the screen
(or calling the library location). An appointment no
longer is needed. Add the parking space on the app
if picking up from the main location. Enter infor-
mation in the instructions box if picking up holds
placed on more than one account, or if needing addi-
tional assistance. A staff member brings held items
to the vehicle. Customers using the app receive up-
dates as their requests are processed. Returns can
be placed in book drops and be checked in within
24 to 72 hours. At this time, there is no limit to the
number of items customers can reserve and pick up
during curbside.
® Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday,

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

e Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue
fines. Customers only will be charged for items they
damage, lose or never return.

The following programs are planned:

Jim Eriksson, Agent
405 Johnson Road
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-6360
jim.eriksson.gyxq@statefarm.com

Car and home combo.

Combine your homeowners
and car policies and save
big-time.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”
CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

0901133.1

e Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Fridays,
Dec. 22 and 29 and Jan. 5, at the main li-
brary. Children ages 3-5 with their caregivers
experience stories, songs, crafts and activities.

e Readers Corner-Book Club from 6-7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 26, at the Coolspring Branch
Meeting Room. The focus is Madeleine L’Engle’s
A Wrinkle in Time.

¢ Holiday Tech Table from noon-5 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 28, at the main library study cafe.
Stop by anytime for help with everything from
new tech to email or apps.

¢ Creative Kids (ages 6-11) from 4-5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3, in the main library mul-
tipurpose room. Activities center on creating
something new.

e Super Mario Bros. Trivia Night from 3-4 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6, at the Coolspring Branch
meeting room. Prizes and snacks are planned
for the family program.

e Page Turners Book Club from noon-1 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9, in the main library Meeting
Room B. The focus is Michelle Richardson’s The
Book Woman’s Daughter.

¢ Virtual Author Talk with Rebecca Serle from
7-8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10. Serle is a New
York Times bestselling author. Register through
the website.

e Holiday closings. The library will be closed
Saturday, Dec. 23, Monday, Dec. 25, and Monday,
Jan. 1.

d
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

PLUMBING
& HEATING
1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps,
Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters,

& Sewer Services

* Residential  Commercial ¢ Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You...
Small Enough To Know You...”
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First Friday Open Mic

Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St.,
will present its annual First Friday Open Mic Night
from 5-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 5.

Hosted by emcee Tim Rounds, the event is open
to musicians, poets,
stand-up comics and
spoken-word artists.
Register at www.
LubeznikCenter.
org/Events, click on
“Open Mic Night,”
then click on “Sign Up |
To Perform!” Spots
are limited. '

Admission is free, |
and free light refresh- |
ments and a cash bar
round out the night.

Attendees can view
“Abstraction + Love,”
LCA’s current exhibit
(see Linda Weigel’s review in this edition), as well
as the Social and Learning Institute-Paladin ex-
hibit “Creative Communities” in the NIPSCO Art
Education Studios. Continuing through Jan. 26.
The popular exhibit features work by artists with
cognitive disabilities in classes LCA provides. Sup-
port comes from Duneland Health Council Inc. and
Horizon Cares.

Contact LCA Marketing Coordinator Jessie Sex-
ton at (219) 874-4900 or jsexton@lubeznikcenter.org
for more details.

Westchester Public Library

Westchester Public Library has curbside pickup
at its Thomas and Hageman branches.

Use a library card or go online to place holds on
up to 10 items, including DVDs and CDs. Once noti-
fied the items are available, park in specially-num-
bered spaces at each branch during pickup hours.

While parked, call the library phone number
posted on the numbered space sign, tell staff your
library card number and he/she will check out the
items and take them to a table at the parking space
and walk away. Patrons then can step out of their
vehicle to retrieve them. Curbside hours are Mon-
day-Friday (1 to 6 p.m. at Thomas and Hageman)
and Saturday (11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Thomas
and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Hageman).

Hageman Library (219-926-9080) is located at
100 Francis St., Porter. Thomas Library (219-926-
7696) is located at 200 W. Indiana Ave., Chesterton.
Westchester Township History Museum (219-983-
9715) is located at 700 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton.
The Baugher Center is located at 100 W. Indiana
Ave., Chesterton.

A casual wetghborhood gathering

BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN!

DBdLES

Beash o

| JOHNNY VI
SUNDAYS 10-12

| [ Dine-fh - C;erside - Céiering

Now Open

Year Round|!

**Daily House-made Soups & Chili with Cornbread

..and of course all of our amazing menu items!

Benedict * Corned Beef Hash * Biscuits & Gravy * Harvest Chicken Salad * Reuben *
Turkey Avocado BLT * Gourmet Grilled Cheese * To Die for Blueberry Muffins

~just to name a few! PRIVATE ROOM!
Large Muffin Orders |~ - ; “Busi Meeti
Whabs Guiche Chicken Pot Pie every Thursday! ness Meetings
prcie ChickeaPet | .. Whole or by the piece! fshesrrnt Dlnciecs
Holiday Pies *Baby Showers
Lasagna

Like us on Facebook to follow our daily SPECIALS!

Open Wed-Sun 8-2
CLOSED Monday and Tuesday

201 Center Street Sheridan Beach IN
219-809-6592

biggest discount of the wearf

15% OFF

'. Interior projects schedulod sftor How. 1
and completed by March 31, 2024
bt mpeviren poupen coake @AD M0
Custom, Interlor & Exterior Painting - Kitchen Clhlnet Refinishing
Drywall & Plaster Repair « Light Remodeling
Epoxy Coating & Flooring = All Exterior Repairs: Siding, Stucco & Masonry

"’. ﬁ % alumel Painltin
2% 2 & Restoration -

calumetpainting.com n
CALL 219-844-7501 TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
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(269) 449-3404

curtisflooring@icloud.com

- Install Hardwood, -
Vinyl & Engineered
Flooring

Curtis Flooring

« Free Estimates « Refinish Hardwood

Install Tile

De Vries Tire Co.

1260 E. Michigan Blvd.

Michigan City, IN

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968

219 874-4261

666 W. US 20 |+ Fresh Cut Meat Daily
LaPorte -219.874.7524 | - Produce
Mon - ? am - 7pm | « Full-Line of Groceries
3 m - 6pm | *Beer &Wine
Senior Discount Locally Owned
7 Days a Week 7am - 10am Since 1990

FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
ade Sausages 53R

~.,_: Jalapefio Brats

Original Brats

“Polish Sausagi‘_‘.;-'.
e

Swé‘t Italian

'

tﬁ,,

American
LW, Red Cross

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

e Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.,
12:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 26.

® The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
220 Crescent Drive, LaPorte, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 30.

e St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John
Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 2.

® First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, LaPorte,
noon-6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8.

¢ Purdue University Northwest, Library Student
Faculty Building Room 144, 1401 S. U.S. 421,
Westyville, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Donors must be in good general health and feel-
ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

New Buffalo Township Library

e “Letters to Santa.” Children can write to San-
ta for a reply by sending letters to: Santa, 33 N.
Thompson St., New Buffalo, MI 49117.

e Holiday closings. The library is closed Dec. 24-
26.

Weekly programs:
¢ Craft Time on Wednesdays while supplies last.

* Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.

e Lego Club on Fridays-Saturdays.
e Story time at 10 a.m. Mondays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269)
469-2933 for more details.

Support those who advertise in the Beacher!
Tell them you saw their Ad!

DUNELAND
HOME

Ship and drop off
packages here.
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Call For Artists

Jan. 11 is the deadline to submit entries in the
Miniatures 2024 “Give a Little Love” fundraiser to
support Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St.
Joseph, Mich.

All miniatures are considered a donation to the
Box Factory and will be sold for $30.

Artwork must be a finished size of 4” x 6” exactly,
vertical or horizontal, and be on heavy stock paper,
rigid backing, photo paper or other hangable mate-
rial. Frames are not necessary. All media (2-D and
3-D) are welcome, including paint, pencil, ceramic,
textile, glass and wood; however, heavy pieces must
include a secure hanging device.

Submissions can be dropped off between noon-3
p.m. EST Thursday-Sunday (winter hours). Mail-
in submissions are accepted. Artists and the public
are invited to an opening reception from 5:30-7 p.m.
EST Friday, Jan. 19. Works remain on exhibit and
available for purchase through Feb. 25, 2024.

Visit www.boxfactoryforthearts.org/gallery24 and
scroll down to Rules for Submitting Miniatures for
more details.

South Shore Line Special

South Shore Line has expanded its Kids Ride
Free program to all trains and train times Tuesday,
Dec. 26, through Friday, Jan. 5.

This applies to up to three children 13 and young-
er when accompanied by a parent or guardian. Qui-
et car remains in effect on the last car of rush hour
trains during this time.

Temporary busing to stations between Gary and
Dune Park remains in effect.

Visit www.mysouthshoreline.com or download
the SSL app (available for iPhone and Android) for
more details.

Get in Touch With Northwest
Indiana & Southwest Michigan'’s
HVAC Experts Today

m Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance
m Furnace & AC Installation

B Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers

m Air Duct Cleaning ehiian
@% Mechanical

HEATING & COOLING

219.200.0158 michianamechanical.com

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.

Call me for a quote today

oo StateFarm

Warren Attar

Agent

106 Woodland Ct Suite 3

Michigan City, IN 46360

Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company,
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Prayer to the
Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail.)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth! | humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, | place this cause in your
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that
| can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. |
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once
again that | never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer
must be published after the favor is granted.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP and DELIVERY SERVICE

v

e Carpet Cleaning

¢ Upholstery Cleaning \:
¢ House Cleaning Services %
¢ Drapery & Blind Cleaning %

(as they hang)

¢ Window Washing

All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a
specially designed chemical process

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing

1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363
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The Christmas Joy Ride by Melody Carlson
(hardcover, eBook or audiobook; various prices on-
line. 168 pages.)

Miranda is broke, jobless, with a pending foreclo-
sure on her house. Her marriage lasted barely two
years when her husband took off for greener pas-
tures. Happy Holidays, Miranda!

Lucky for her, she lives next door to Joy, the 85,
soon to be 86 widow (on Christmas Day, no less).
Joy has made plans that will need a second pair of
hands to help her. Miranda is the perfect candidate.

Joy has her own blog called
“Christmas dJoy,” giving advice
about decorating, seasonal food
and everything Christmas. Mi-
randa helped her with getting the
blog online, entering photos and
filming her episodes.

Joy has a fairly large following,
deciding her plans for the holi-
day will be a great addition to her
usual program. And who knows,
this might be the last episode.

Joy has been trying to per-
suade Miranda to accompany her
on a cross-country trip from their
homes in Chicago to Phoenix,
where Joy will move into an as-
sisted living unit to be close to her
two sons, Rick and Rob. Problem
is, her sons think she is coming
on a plane — not by an old mo-
torhome.

Every Christmas season, most
holiday books tell stories of recent
widows or divorcees seeking sol-
ace in the Christmas season, and
a chance to reinvent their lives by
going to the lake, ocean, island,
etc., to regain perspective on life. Along comes a
mysterious stranger, and well, you know the rest.
It’s the most common theme.

In this book, however, we have a story that de-
fines the real meaning of the season with a different
perspective. That’s why I chose it for the last review
of 2023.

Joy is an elderly widow who still has a lot of liv-
ing to do. She’s determined to do some good before
settling into the assisted living facility. She’s obvi-
ously had a good life and wants to help deserving
people have a holiday to remember. It’s easy to see
that true altruism is guiding her actions. Since Mi-
randa is only 37 and suffering through a bad couple
of years, Joy’s offer of a free trip in her motorhome
in exchange for helping with her “projects” makes
Miranda realize she has no reason not to go along.

Joy runs a contest on her blog, asking for letters
about someone truly deserving of smiles and help
this Christmas. She picks out four letters that will

(Ohnistonas

JOY RIDE

M e_i-o‘dy G5

Off the Book Shelf

by Sally Carpenter

be on her designated route along U.S. 66.

Miranda is amazed at how organized Joy is —
mapped-out instructions showing where they are
going, boxes carefully marked with each family’s
name, plenty of food to cut down on stopping at res-
taurants. There’s just no end to
Joy’s ability to think ahead.

It tickled my funny bone
to read of two women in a big
motorhome, both driving and
parking it, not to mention hook-
ing up water and electricity for
overnight stays in RV parks —
it’s a nightmare for Miranda.
There’s lots more to this story,
however. I loved reading about
the connection these two women
make. They learn that friend-
ship and good will can show up
in the most unexpected places.
And, let’s face it, will Joy make
it? For all her enthusiasm, she’s
still an octogenarian.

Their first stop is a small
diner in Missouri. The owner,
Delores, is having a hard time
and may lose her only method
of income. It’s a big success,
and they leave happy and tired.
Joy maybe a little more slowly.
The second stop is a hair studio
outside of Tulsa, Okla. Another
decorating afternoon and more
surprises.

A foster home for children in Flagstaff, Ariz.,
proves to be the most depressing place, but perse-
verance and Joy’s unflagging enthusiasm provide
more than the children expect.

The final stop is in Phoenix and the home of a
little girl who lost her mother several years ago.
Her father now refuses to observe Christmas, and
Emily’s letter hits Joy’s heart hard.

The final word: Two women in a big, old mo-
torhome — going cross country to help people they
have never met, a week before Christmas, a pos-
sible snowstorm on the horizon — what could pos-
sibly go wrong?! But the real question is, what could
possibly go right?

This is the best modern holiday story I have read
in a long time. If this doesn’t jack up your holiday
spirit, nothing can.

Till next time, happy reading and a glorious holi-
day season to all!
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FULLY INSURED! « Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting
Weed control, Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana

Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake,
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.

Concrete small walking sides, driveways

NN AR CHHAEE YO BT L

218-877-8263 |

FAMILY DWNED
& DPERATID

Difficult Removal

olerance &

TRIMMING & PRUNING = REMDUALS = LAWN MAINTENANCE
STUMP GRINDING - STORM DAMAGE

LOT CLEARING » CABLING - BUNDLED FIREWDOD SALES

\ebrating
cem years

Call Today For Your Free Estimate!

219-877-8263

] i et |
CHED: i CASH]

Lou Butcher's

RNITU
$\WERKS'Z

— INC —
Refinish e Upholster ¢ Restore
Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Picle-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI
219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 ¢ In “The Pines” ¢ Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

LIVE TALK
RADIO
CALL IN LINE

219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

The Talk of the South Shore
Office: 219-809-0445 - Fax: 219-879-9813
We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com

€njoy the best in Holiday Cheer!

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS
Santa says visit our web site to purchase a
Gift Card for everyone on your list

CHRISTMAS TO GO
Individual or Family Meals To-Go
Additional Sides, Brunch Items & Desserts
Visit web site for details & Order Form

CHRISTMAS EVE
Holiday Buffet 11am to 5pm

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Two Seatings- 5pm & 8pm
Special Celebration Menu
Complimentary Champagne Toast

4125 Franklin e Michigan City
219.873.9401

GRILLE PatricksGrille.com

PATR @

Now thru 12/14 donate unwrapped child’s gifi to Toys for Tots at
Patrick’s & receive coupon for a free saganaki appetizer*
*One Coupon per One unwrapped gift per person ONE Time
(multiple donations not valid for free appetizer)

BN PATRICKY
ot g Catering & Events

Breakfast, Lunch, Appetizers, Dinner, Desserts

Professional Service ¢ Licensed Bartenders

Private Events now Family-Friendly!

Social & Corporate Events

Two semi-private rooms accommodate 15 -100 Guests
DECEMBER DATES AVAILABLE

N

4125 S. Fr!:llin J Mivchigan City ® 219.873.9401
PatricksGrilleCateging.com
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In the Area

Dec. 21 — Mario Kart in Real Life (ages 9-17), 4-6
p.-m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Dec. 24 — CHRISTMAS EVE.

Dec. 25 — MERRY CHRISTMAS.

Dec. 26 — Readers Corner-Book Club, 6-7 p.m.,
Coolspring Library, 6925 W. County Road 400
North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 26 — Holiday Tech Table, noon-5 p.m., La-
Porte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info:
www.laportelibrary.org

Dec. 31 — NEW YEAR’S EVE.

Jan. 1 — HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Jan. 3 — Creative Kids (ages 6-11), 4-5 p.m., La-
Porte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info:
www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 5 — First Friday Open Mic Night, 5-8 p.m.,
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. Free
admission. Performer signup: www.LubeznikCenter.
org/Events. Info: jsexton@lubeznikcenter.org, (219)
874-4900.

Jan. 6 — Super Mario Bros. Trivia Night, 3-4
p-m., Coolspring Library, 6925 W. County Road 400
North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 9 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m.,
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave.
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 10 — Virtual Author Talk with Rebecca
Serle, 7-8 p.m., through LaPorte County Public Li-
brary. Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

Through Dec. 31 — Work by Michigan City Art
League, The Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All
Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Lega-
cy Center hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-
6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: kd3627@
hotmail.com

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 W.
McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 p.m.

Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m.
Bingo: 6 p.m. $45 entrance fee (includes all cards).
Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in December — Genealogy Help with
Pat Harris, 1-4 p.m., Michigan City Public Library,
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Tuesdays in December — Creative Tech
Activities, 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library,
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Thursdays in December — Needle Arts Club
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m.,
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St.
Info: (219) 873-3049.

In the Region

Dec. 21 — Winter Solstice Hike, 3-5 p.m., Kemil
Beach (East State Park Road). Info: www.nps.gov/
indu, (219) 395-1882.

Dec. 23 — Christmas Bird Count, through Indi-
ana Dunes National Park. Registration: (219) 395-
1885, christine_gerlach@nps.gov

Dec. 23 — Holiday Critter Dinner, 11 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 26-29 — Creature Feature, 10:30 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 30 — Turtle Shell-abration, 11 a.m., Indi-
ana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 31 — Holiday Photo Scavenger Hunt, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Dec. 31 — Shemekia Copeland with Nathan
Graham: A New Year’s Eve Celebration, 9 p.m. EST,
The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks,
Mich. Tickets: $60 + $8 convenience fee, $95 + $8
convenience fee. Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Jan. 1 — Annual First Day Hike, 10 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 2-5 — Feed the Birds B-I-N-G-0O, 9:30 a.m.,
Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 5 — National Bird Day Hike, 11 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Through Jan. 4, 2024 — Annual Members’ Ex-
hibit, Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Info:
(219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through Jan. 14, 2024 — Berrien Artist
Guild annual member show, Box Factory for the
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: www.
boxfactoryforthearts.org

Through Jan. 18, 2024 — Janice Sonnenberg
paintings, The Village Gallery at Pines Village
Retirement Communities, 3303 Pines Village Circle,
Valparaiso.
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Through Jan. 21, 2024 — Annual members
show, Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph,
Mich. Info: (269) 983-0271, www.krasl.org

Through May 12, 2024 — “Indiana Lore,” South
Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W. Washington
St. Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat.,
noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/
seniors, $7/youth 6-17, free/members. Info: www.
historymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664.

Saturdays-Sundays in January-February —
National Park Themed Movie, 2-3:30 p.m., Indiana
Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter.
Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road.
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909,
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturday-Sunday in December — Warm Up to
Winter, 1-3 p.m., Chellberg Farm, Mineral Springs
Road between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Snow conditions:
(219) 395-1882.

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Wonka.”
Rated PG. Times: 7 p.m. Dec. 22, 4 & 7 p.m. Dec. 23,
3 p.m. Dec. 24-25. Also: “It’s a Wonderful Life,” 7 p.m.
Dec. 21. Also: “Casablanca,” 7 p.m. Dec. 28. Also:
Kieran Conway Live @ The Vickers, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Dec. 31. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. All times Eastern.
Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich.
Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

Roofing &
Seamless Gutters

Leaf Guards Repairs Soffit Fascia
Residential Commercial Industrial
Flat Roof Specialist

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Deal directly with owner Michael Moore
Over 33 years in business

office@mooreconstruction-inc.com

OCKY’'S

BODY SHOP.BIZ

219 87-CRASH

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 - Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 - Fax (219) 879-6984
www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6
We Welcome ALL
Insurance Companies

- Collision Repair - Glass Replacement
-Frame & Unibody - Custom Add-0Ons
- Custom Painting - Body Rits
- Detailing - Restorations
-A/C See us on Mk
Local family owned business with over
25 years experience

[ =

CARPET AND LVT FLOORING ON SALE
FROM SELECT VENDORS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS
SALE WHILE IT LASTS!!

Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, IN 46360
219-878-1720
Closed on Sundays
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On December 21, 1620, the Pilgrims, who
crossed the ocean on the Mayflower, first set foot
on American soil at what is now Plymouth, Mass.
“Forefathers Day,” observed mainly in New Eng-
land, is in commemoration of this landing.

On December 21, 1898, Marie and Pierre Curie
discovered the element radium.

On December 21, 1913, the Sunday supplement
of The New York World contained the nation’s first
crossword puzzle.

On December 21, 1914, the first feature-length
silent film comedy, “Tilly’s Punctured Romance,”
was released.

On December 21, 1937, Walt Disney’s animated
cartoon, “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” which
was based on a Grimm fairy tale, was shown in Los
Angeles for the first time.

On December 22, 1864, during the Civil War,
Union Gen. William Sherman sent a message to
President Lincoln from Georgia, saying, “I beg to
present you as a Christmas gift the city of Savannah.”

On December 22, 1941, British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill arrived in Washington for a war-
time conference with President Franklin Roosevelt.

On December 22, 1944, during the Battle of the
Bulge, U.S. Brig. Gen. Anthony McAuliffe reported-
ly replied “Nuts!” when the Germans demanded the
Americans surrender in the World War II conflict.

On December 22, 1963, 155 perished when the
Greek liner Lakonia caught fire and sank in the At-
lantic (north of Madeira).

On December 23, 1867, businesswoman and
philanthropist Sarah Breedlove Walker, considered
the first black female millionaire, was born near
Delta, La.

On December 23, 1928, the National Broad-
casting Co. established a permanent coast-to-coast
radio hookup.

On December 23, 1947, John Bardeen, Walter
H. Brattain and William Shockley, of Bell Laborato-
ries, announced the invention of the transistor.

On December 23, 1997, a jury in Denver con-
victed Terry Nichols of involuntary manslaughter
and conspiracy for his role in the Oklahoma City
bombing, declining to find him guilty of murder.

On December 24, 1814, the United States and
Great Britain signed the Treaty of Ghent, end-
ing the War of 1812. However, word of the treaty
failed to reach British forces before their attack on
New Orleans the next day — an attack repulsed by
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Americans.

On December 24, 1818, Germany’s Franz Gruber
of Oberndorf, Austria, composed the music for “Si-
lent Night.” The words were written by Josef Mohr,
and it was sung for the first time on Christmas Day.

On December 24, 1851, in Washington, D.C.,
fire swept through the Library of Congress, destroy-
ing more than 35,000 priceless volumes.

On December 24, 1871, Verdi’s spectacular op-
era “Aida” had its world premiere in Cairo, Egypt.
The Khedive of Egypt commissioned the composer
to write the opera, which was to be part of the fes-
tivities celebrating the opening of the Suez Canal.

On December 24, 1951, the first opera written
for television, “Amahl and the Night Visitors” by
Gian Carlo Menotti was performed on NBC.

On December 25, 336, the first recorded cele-
bration of Christmas on Dec. 25 took place in Rome.

On December 25, 1223, St. Francis of Assisi as-
sembled one of the first Nativity scenes in Greccio,
Italy.

On December 25, 1776, Gen. George Washing-
ton’s troops began crossing the Delaware River for
a surprise attack against Hessian forces encamped
at Trenton, N.dJ.

On December 25, 1865, Chicago’s Union Stock
Yards, the world’s largest at the time, opened at
Halsted and 39th streets.

On December 26, 1799, Col. Henry Lee eulogized
the late George Washington as “first in war, first in
peace and first in the hearts of his countrymen.”

On December 26, 1931, an enthusiastic audi-
ence was on hand at New York’s Music Box Theatre
for the opening of George Gershwin’s musical “Of
Thee I Sing.” Besides being a smash hit, this was
the first musical to win a Pulitzer Prize for drama.

On December 26, 1941, Winston Churchill be-
came the first British prime minister to address a
joint meeting of the U.S. Congress.

On December 27, 1831, naturalist Charles Dar-
win set out on a voyage to the Pacific aboard the
HMS “Beagle.” Darwin’s discoveries during the trip
helped form the basis of his theories on evolution.

On December 27, 1845, Chicago’s first steam-
powered press was set up in the office of The Chi-
cago Democrat.

On December 27, 1904, “Peter Pan,” the play
about a boy who refused to grow up, opened in Lon-
don.

On December 27, 1932, Radio City Music Hall
opened in New York City.

On December 27, 1947, the children’s television
program “Howdy Doody” made its debut on NBC.

On December 27, 1970, “Hello, Dolly!” closed on
Broadway after a run of 2,884 performances.

On December 27, 1985, American naturalist
Dian Fossey, 53, who was studying African gorillas
in the wild, was found hacked to death at a research
station in Rwanda.

Got Something to Sell?
Have a Service People Need?
Get fast results with a classified in
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CLASSIFIED RATES — (First 2 Lines)
1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
_______ PHONE: (219) 879-0088 - Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle.
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5,
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

The Great Escape Spa & Art Shop, 708 Freyer Road
Mobile Massage: We come to YOU! In-Spa Service Specials.
Lymphatic Drainage, Cupping, Deep Tissue, Reflexology and Facials.
Mention The Beacher for
an additional FREE 15 minutes. (219) 229-0911
Abigail Harmon, Licensed and Insured Massage Therapist.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition - (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 - www.bookwormwanatah.com

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals,
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-
dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
www.reprographicarts.com

December is once again upon us. Time knows no boundaries when
you grow old. Almost time for that timeless carol “12 Days of Christmas.”
Although, | feel “Silent Night” and “7 O’clock News” from an old Simon
& Garfunkel LP is more appropriate for the past year for many reasons.
Call Lefty for a chat about it. Ready for some great Christmas gift ideas
at pre-inflation gouge prices? Kids sets $35. Titleist Vokey, Cleveland,
Titleist, Ping, Cobra wedges $39. Great selection of stand, cart and Pro
Tour bags $29-$99. Big drivers $29-$149. Putters most brands $19-up.
Blade, mallet, old school and some belly long styles. Hickory shaft put-
ters ideal for bar, rec room or man cave, $35. Golf shoes starting at $20 a
pair. Hundreds of misc. lose clubs and all things golf, $7 and up. Running
out of time to shop for a golf gift? Call Lefty and order a gift certificate.
Eliminate the guess work and leave it to the pro staff with the best golf
inventory in the area. Your golfer will appreciate the decision. Call Lefty,
Olive, Pogo, Yogi or Buddy the EIf for an appointment at (219) 873-
0858. Namaste, Lefty.

A Call Away Transportation and Wine Tours offers transportation
needs for weddings, bachelor and bachelorette parties, wine tours, airport
or just a night out! Call today to book your next event at (219) 214-0820.

A Call Away Executive Housekeeping. We are new with plenty of avail-
ability! Residential & commercial, boats & yachts! We are one call away!!
Call (219) 214-0820

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services,
27 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service
Professional - Insured - Bonded — Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING - Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes - Rentals « Offices « Receive your free estimate today!
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING - (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch
panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or
ask your neighbors!

AOP Cleaning LLC is a cleaning company that services commercial

cleaning, residential cleaning and laundry. We strive to achieve ultimate

satisfaction by tailoring our services to each customer’s unique needs!
Always On Point Cleaning & Support! Call (219) 617-8937.

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly,
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239,
haroshousecleaning08 @gmail.com

Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly,
airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or
rosahousecleaning08 @gmail.com

LUCY’S CLEANING SERVICE
Residential/business. Call (219) 727-2078.

ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES
Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb. Weekly, biweekly,
monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.

H & H HOME REPAIR - skipnewman4444 @yahoo.com
We specialize in: - Carpentry « Finished Basements » New Baths « Decks *
+ Electrical « Plumbing ¢ Flooring + Ceramic Tile + Drywall/Painting
» Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner — (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069
Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential « Light Commercial + Whole House Rewires
Rehab « New Construction « EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
» Snow removal « Power Washing « Window Cleaning * Gutter Cleaning *
Garage Organizer * Painting + And Much More - Free estimates. 20 years
exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones...
Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates.
Call (574) 855-0666.

DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.
EXTERIOR REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

BILL SMART - (269) 231-0599
Renovations « Carpenter « Electrician « Painting & Tile

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation,
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 26-years experience.
Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork -
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal
Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior - Deck washing/staining - Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. 30-years experience. Fully insured. Season sav-
ings: 5% off labor for interiors, additional 5% off labor for seniors only.
Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and
more. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall « Eifs « Stucco * Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC
Professional Interior Painting of any kind
Call Steven Sacks for a Free Estimate @ (219) 809-1365 or
email alphapainting223@gmail.com

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Experienced in other facets of construction. If you have a house issue,
don’t hesitate to ask me. We do it all from A-Z. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reason-
able. Experienced help. Thank you for any job opportunities.

Call me at (219) 393-0529.
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TIM AND JEFF’S PAINTING
Painting, pressure washing, interior/exterior. Free estimates. (219) 814-3885.

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
(219) 879-5150 - dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters — mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.
Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Fall cleanup, snow plowing. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding,
odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Fall cleanup. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch,
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power
washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-
up. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

Avila’s Lawn Care - (219) 210-9752 - avilaslawncare16 @gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.
License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

GUALAJARA’'S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing « Mulching « Gutter Cleaning * Trimming + Cleanups * Snow Removal
Free Estimates — Fully Insured.
(219) 702-7232 - gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

JUST LEAVES AND MORE
Yard cleanup, trimming, mowing, winterizing, mulching. Free estimates.
Call (219) 814-3885.

Gutter Cleaning - Leaf removal - Roof & Siding Repairs
Estimates by phone & Google Maps. Call Lou at (219) 210-7015

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

NOW HIRING
Non-emergency medical drivers needed now!
Transports clients to & from medical appointments. Car, gas, insurance
supplied. You drive! Full time, part time. Call (219) 308-0859.

Sale in Three Oaks: distinct tableware “friendly village,” English-painted-

engraved. By the piece, place setting or full table. 8-10-12 place settings,

$325. Plus many extras. Christmas hummels, Lladros. Call Lillian Lewis
at (269) 756-3724 or email drlillian38 @gmail.com

Jackpot Consignments and Estate Sales
1919 E. U.S. 12 (Liberty Trail entrance), Michigan City
Thur.-Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. We buy, sell, consign and conduct in home
estate sales. Call (312) 953-7306.

WANTED: | buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys,
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Infinity Home Services LLC - Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and

more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention.
Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 - im@infinitymichiana.com -«
www.infinitymichiana.com

A boutique mall located in the Long Beach/Duneland Beach area
Spaces for Rent!

Retail space — beautifully designed to display your merchandise!
Yoga studio - This is a great way to start your own yoga business or
expand your current yoga studio. “The yoga pose you avoid the most, you

need the most.”
Permanent or a temporary place to work for networking
and productivity.
Great opportunity and location for your new or existing endeavor!
Call (219) 814-3636 for further details.

Office space —

Rental: 3020 Mayfield Way, Long Beach. $1,450/month, 12-month
rental, 3BBR/1BA, garage. Call T. Meyer at (219) 871-2680.

4BR/2 full BA, furnished home available for rent Oct.-May in Long
Beach on coveted Lake Shore Drive. Views of the lake, short walk to
beach. $3k/mo. Minimum 30 days. Call/text (847) 858-9567.

Michiana cozy furnished 2BD/2BA cottage with plenty of natural light, 2
blocks from Stop 38, quiet forested area, dreamy. Perfect winter getaway
escape! Dec-April. $1,300/mo., includes utilities & internet.

Call (415) 548-0498

Cozy, Edgewood below-ground 1 BR apartment.
Furnished, washer-dryer.
$725/mo. Email sfrcsusan@aol.com

TROTOM Leadership Change

Harold Russell has resigned from The Region of
Three Oaks Museum board due to health consider-
ations that kept him from attending meetings.

Russell, a retired attorney, has served on the
board since 2004 and was instrumental in creating
the museum. Earlier this year, Randy Miller, who
had served as vice president, was appointed presi-
dent after longtime president Chuck Sittig stepped
aside to focus solely on his treasurer’s responsibili-
ties. Nick Bogert has assumed the vice president po-
sition. Bryan Volstorf joined the board last month.

Anyone interested in filling the board vacancy
can email a resume and statement of interest to
trotommuseum@gmail.com

wa-@xr%fé

FUNERAL HoMme

a Family owned and operated

CARLISLEFH.com

613 WASHINGTON ST. | MICHIGAN CITY
(219) 874-4214

NEED BACKUP POWER, SOLAR
POWER or SECURITY SYSTEM?

¥ KOONTZ-WAGNER
e

POWER + PERFORMANCE - PROGRESS
KWSERVICES.cCOM ©@ @ GENERAC
e

Call Local Resident Ray Maloney
(574) 993-9079

Free Estimate < 0% Financing Available « 24/7/365 support
For all your electrical & security needs

Koontz-Wagner Electrical/South Bend/Est. 1921
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(@properties | CHRISTIE'S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

52306 E. Arnold Ave, New Buffalo, MI* 430 E Bellevue Ave, Beverly Shores, IN
4 Bed/4 Bath - 3,317 sq.ft. - $1,585,000 4 Bed/3 Bath - 2,655 sq.ft. - $1,050,000

ACTIVE

/ /
/
Ty - -

3. = it 2 &
25 Tryon Farm Ln, Michigan City, IN 814-816 Lincolnway Ave, LaPorte, IN
2 Bed/2 Bath - 1,368 sq.ft. - $449,000 15,720 sq.ft. - $249,000

"

413 McKinley St, Valparaiso, IN*
2 Bed/1 Bath - 754 sq.ft. - $187,500

MICHAEL JEFVERT

mijefvert@atproperties.com
312-316-9151

michael jefvert
group

*Represented buyer

Lrl) k%’:#‘:éuo Stop looking, start finding® atproperties.com =R
INTERNATIONAL
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219 861 6012

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
2f THE WORLD"

MICKY
m GALLAS
GROUP

that’s a wrap
thank you for all the support over 2023

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

(@properties | CHRISTIE'S

David Albers ...
Kylee Caudl

Jamie Follmer.
Braedan Gallas
Jordan Gallas..

Kelly Gausselin............ 708.243.0952 Karen Pavy..
Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754 Barb Pinks...
Kaileyne Krask.. 219.851.7290 Anna Rad
Daiva Mockai 219.670.0982 Pat Tym...
Sofia Mockaitis. 219.670.0902 Susie Yemc..

219.210.0494
74.876.5967
19.221.0920
19.210.0324

...219.617.3731

2471 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE - LONG BEACH, INDIANA - 219.874.7070

Stop looking, start finding® atproperties.com =B



http://www.thebeacher.com
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas filled with love, hope, and the
company of those who mean the most to you.
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