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The Best of Friends

Bob and Doria LeMay are photographed by The Beacher’s Andrew Tallackson in their Long Beach home.
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Very soft-spoken. Out-
spoken, but soft-spo-
ken.”

Bob thought Doria 
was cute. She was at 
the opposite end of the 
table, though, which 
made it diffi cult at fi rst 
for the two to chat. 

Later, as they were 
leaving Bingo’s, the 
conversation picked 
up between them...and 
from there, a “commut-
er” relationship, Doria 
says with a laugh, with 
each attending differ-
ent schools. Early in 
the courtship, certain 
things come to mind. 
Like attending a Doo-
bie Brothers-Heart 
concert at a big out-
door venue. Bob teach-
ing Doria, the city girl, 
how to drive. Stick 
shift, no less.

They were married 
on a very specifi c date.

“7...8...78,” Doria 
says, carefully annun-
ciating the month, day 
and year. “He wanted 
it that day so he’d 
never forget because 

he forgets dates,” Doria says, chuckling, with Bob 
quickly adding, “...and I still have trouble remem-
bering it.”

Husband and wife both erupt in a hearty chorus 
of laughter.

❑

Bob LeMay put 
plenty of miles on the 
old Datsun B210 dur-
ing the summer of 
1976.

That was when he 
made 40-mile trips 
from Peoria to Bloom-
ington-Normal to see 
the woman he’d marry 
two years later.

Doria Leri.
Educational pur-

suits placed them in 
the two Illinois com-
munities. She was 
studying child develop-
ment at Illinois State 
University. He was at 
the Peoria campus of 
University of Illinois 
College of Medicine.

Funny, how time 
does not dull the mem-
ory, the details, of true 
love’s fi rst encounter. 
Bingo’s, that was the 
name of the bar where 
they met. A friend in-
troduced them. The 
bar had dirt fl oors and 
35-cent drafts in frost-
ed steins. The bartend-
ers were Gracie and 
Shug. Doria was with 
the friend who introduced them, Barb Sullivan. 
He’d just come from playing in a rugby match.

 Doria was immediately taken with him.
“It sounds very cliché,” she says, relaxing with 

Bob in their Long Beach home, “but when we were 
introduced, I was really interested. His blue eyes. 

Long Beach’s Bob and Doria LeMay 
Will Celebrate 45 Years of Marriage

by Andrew Tallackson

Bob and Doria LeMay are pictured on their wedding day, July 8, 1978.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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This year, Bob and Doria LeMay will celebrate 
45 years of marriage. Many stories they share are 
bathed in laughter and good humor. In some cases, 
as spouses are wont to do, they fi nish each other’s 
sentences, painting a complete portrait of their 
life together. The bond is evident in the easy fl ow 
of their conversations, the comfort of being in each 
other’s company, and in the Long Beach home near 
Stop 22 that they’ve owned for nearly 40 years.

Both retired in 2018, he as a family practice phy-
sician here, she as a pediatric nurse here also teach-
ing health classes in Michigan City schools.

Born in St. Paul, Minn., Bob grew up with one 
brother and one sister, as well as a huge extend-
ed family. He attended an all-boys parochial high 
school. Contrary to the unoffi cial rule of thumb in 
Minnesota, Bob says with a laugh, he did not play 
hockey. Tennis and water skiing were his thing. 
Midway through his junior year, his family moved 
to Bloomington Normal, where he transitioned from 
private to public schooling. 

He graduated with a biology degree from Uni-
versity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, but initially, 
with no interest in pursuing a career in medicine.

“It became obvious to me that all the smart peo-
ple in biology were in pre-med, so that sort of did it 
for me,” he said. “I was like, OK, I guess that’s what 
you do.”

This family photo, taken in the early 2000s, features Danielle (from left), 
Bob, Drew, Doria and Darryl.

He completed his fi rst year of medical school in 
Chicago at University of Illinois College of Medi-
cine. He had trouble, however, adjusting to life in 
the big city 

“I just hated the fact that in Chicago, you had to 
see what time it was before you started going any-
where, because rush hour just made it crazy,” he 
said. “I wasn’t used to that.”

Continued on Page 4

8 MAPLE STREET      THREE OAKS, MI         
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So, he completed the next three years of medical 
school at the Peoria campus.

For Doria, big city life was part of her DNA. She 
was born and raised in Chicago’s Northwest Side — 
Edison Park, to be precise — one of four children. 
She describes her youth as a regular childhood.

“We just did a lot of stuff kids did in Chicago,” 
she said. “My mom was big on getting us to eat out. 
That was our one big treat. We didn’t go on vaca-
tions, but Chicago had all the great restaurants. It 
was always a treat to go downtown, going into the 
city and seeing plays, a lot of things you could do 
much cheaper with families than it is now.”

The journey for Doria over time to become a pedi-
atric nurse took her from Illinois State University, 
to St. Francis School of Nursing to Rush University 
College of Nursing, the latter for her master’s de-
gree.

So, between Bob and Doria, 
you had two people very much 
in love, very much trying to ob-
tain their medical degrees...and 
trying to squeeze in a Chicago 
wedding on July 8, 1978. Turns 
out, Doria’s mother made all the 
wedding plans at Chicago’s St. 
Juliana Catholic Church, where 
she was baptized and confi rmed. 
He was 25. She was 23.

“Both of us were so busy, liv-
ing almost three hours away,” 
Doria said. “We decided on the 
date, my mom planned it and 
it was one of those ‘tell us what 
day and we’ll show up’ things.

“It’s so different from our 
kids,” she continued, “where 
nowadays, kids are getting 
married much later, and plan-
ning their own weddings, which 
is really nice.”

Asked about their honeymoon, Bob and Doria 
laugh. They gesture to each other, to see which one 
wants to go fi rst.

In a nutshell, with both in school, they were “dirt 
poor,” Doria says, laughing. She was between her 
fi rst and second year of nursing school, working a 
summer job as a nursing aide. He had a two-week 
window before starting medical rotations in Peoria. 
So, they went to his family’s cabin in Finlayson, 
Minn. Toward the end of their fi rst week together, 
his parents showed up. It was their planned time 
off from work. Later in the honeymoon, her parents 
turned up. The two did squeeze in alone time in 
Door County, Wis. 

“Not many people have their in-laws with them 

during the honeymoon,” Bob says.
He and Doria exchange hearty laughs. These two, 

indeed, are blessed with the ability to revisit the 
past and fi nd humor in life’s unexpected twists.

❑

So what brought the couple to Michigan City? 
The place where Bob, in particular, would become a 
much-respected family practice doctor.

After earning his medical degree, Bob went 
through a recruiter and considered options in Min-
nesota and Wisconsin. Michigan City’s The Medical 
Group was another possibility.

Bob wasn’t having it: “I said, I am not moving to 
Indiana.”

It was Doria, however, who softened her hus-
band’s opinion on the Hoosier State. Her family had 
come here during her childhood, renting a place in 
Sheridan Beach. It was here she fell in love with the 
Indiana Dunes. “You’ll love it here,” she kept stress-
ing to her husband.

Bob’s fi rst impressions, though, were not the best.
“We drove here, on the toll 

road, through the steel mills 
and the dense smog,” he re-
called. “My eyes were burning 
and I’m like, ‘You gotta be kid-
ding. There is no way in hell 
we’re coming here. So, yeah, my 
fi rst impression was not very 
good.”

Doria, though, kept telling 
him to be patient. They arrived 
in Michigan City amid a howl-
ing snowstorm. It was January 
1982. Bob didn’t mind the snow. 
Heck, he’d grown up in Minne-
sota. If that does not acclimate 
you to brutal winters, nothing 
will.

What sold Bob on Michigan 
City? The late Charles Liddell, 
a beloved surgeon here. 

“He was a big reason,” LeMay 
says, a warm smile on his face. 

“He was the nicest guy. He was the big reason I de-
cided to come here.”

Initially, Bob and Doria lived in an apartment 
at Normandy Village. They moved into their Long 
Beach home in 1983, right as they started a family.

(The LeMays have three children: Darryl, 39, 
Danielle, 37, and Drew, 30. All three attended 
Notre Dame School, then Marquette Catholic High 
School.)

Long Beach was the perfect place to raise a fam-
ily. The kids were active in sports, from baseball 
and softball to tennis and cross country. And they 
loved the beach. Bob, in fact, often could be seen 
on a personal watercraft, his children waterskiing 
behind him.

Bob and Doria LeMay Continued from Page 3
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“I was amazed at all three of our kids, how proud 
I was of their athletic ability,” Doria said. “It wasn’t 
just the physical nature of the sports...I was amazed 
at the pressure of it all. The stamina required. I 
never knew what it took.”

Both Bob and Doria volunteered with Open Door 
Health Center. These days, Doria is involved once 
a month with Service League of Michigan City. Bob 
has served on the Long Beach Town Council for sev-
en years, six as its president.

They haven’t traveled much during retirement 
as they would have liked. The COVID-19 pandemic 
arrived shortly after their retirements. By shelter-
ing in place, neither has contracted the virus. And 
neither minded staying put during the height of the 
pandemic. The reason? Well, it gets to the heart of 
why their marriage thrives all these years later.

“You’re my best friend,” Doria says, turning to 
face her husband. A few seconds later, Bob, smiling, 
adds, “During COVID, I felt very lucky, because I 
got to be with my best friend all the time.”

Friendship. That is the core of the love between 
them.

“The fi rst person I want to say something to, or 
share something with, is him,” she says, “and I 
think that’s really important.”

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com
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EMAIL INFO@NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM
WWW.NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM

CONTACT CURT CIPARES

219-221-6249
SCAN FOR OUR

CONTACT FORM!

A SUBSIDARY OF NWI DEVELOPMENT GROUP

WHITE GLOVE IS A MICHIGAN CITY, 
INDIANA BASED CONSTRUCTION 

FIRM COMPRISED OF EXPERIENCED 
PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTORS.  

OUR SERVICES ARE TAILOR-MADE TO 
SUIT YOUR NEEDS WITH AN ACUTE 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL, PROVIDING 
YOU, THE CUSTOMER, “A TURN-KEY 

CONSTRUCTION EXPERIENCE.”

WG WHITE GLOVE
A TUR N - KEY C O NSTRUCT I O N  EXPER IEN CE

LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra will pres-
ent its second subscription concert of the 50th an-
niversary season at 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 11, at the 
LaPorte High School Performing Arts Center, 602 

F St. 
LCSO Music Director Dr. Carolyn 

Watson invited the LaPorte High 
School Orchestra, directed by Eliza-
beth Cravens, and the LPHS Wind 
Ensemble, directed by Joseph Clark, 
to join the orchestra for the second 
half of the performance. Concertmas-
ter Tamara Stojanovic is the soloist.

This is LCSO’s fi rst performance 
at the LPHS Performing Arts Cen-

ter. The program will include:
• Rossini – “Overture to The Barber of Seville” 

(fi rst performed in the LCSO’s premiere season).
• Nielsen – “Seven Dances” from “Aladdin.”
• Berlioz – “Hungarian March.”
• Ruo – “Folk Songs for Orchestra” (Stojanovic is 

the soloist).

Symphony to Present “Side by Side” Concert With High School Groups

The LaPorte High School Wind Ensemble is one of two groups that will join LCSO during the concert.

• Sibelius – “Finlandia” (fi rst performed in the LC-
SO’s premiere season).
An “Instrument Petting Zoo” is from 6-6:45 p.m. 

in the lobby hall. Tickets are $22 for adults and $20 
for seniors (60+), while students with a valid ID are 
free. Tickets are available at www.lcso.net or Roxy 
Music, 1012 Lincolnway, LaPorte.

Stojanovic

mailto:INFO@NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM
http://www.lcso.net
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3545 MANITOU TRAIL
Duneland Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS/3 BATHS
$1,300,000

LAKE SHORE COUNTY ROAD
Beverly Shores, Indiana

OVER 1 ACRE W/LAKE MICHIGAN VIEWS
$480,000

3853 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE
Michiana Shores, Indiana

2 BEDROOMS/1 BATH
$399,000

4114 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
New Buffalo, Michigan
2 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS

$1,595,000

3600 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Duneland Beach, Indiana
6 BEDROOMS/4.5 BATHS

$4,450,000

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

REHABBER’S DELIGHT

118 KRUEGER AVENUE
Michigan City, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS/2.5 BATHS
$879,000
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Carly Levandoski is Michigan 
City Chamber of Commerce’s Am-
bassador of the Quarter for 2022’s 
fourth quarter.

The award goes to someone who 
regularly attends chamber events, 
connecting with members through 
emails, calls and in-person meet-
ings, and referring non-members for 
membership. 

Levandoski is a real-estate broker 
— licensed in Indiana and soon to be 

Levandoski

Chamber Ambassador of the Quarter
in Michigan — and a graduate of the 38th Leader-
ship LaPorte County class.

She now becomes a fi nalist for the 2022 chamber 
Ambassador of the Year, joining fellow ambassa-
dors of the quarter as fi nalists. This year’s winner, 
as well as Small Business of the Year, Large Busi-
ness of the Year, Community Impact of the Year and 
Young Professional of the Year, will be announced at 
the chamber’s annual dinner. That event is from 5-9 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 17, at the Blue Chip Casino Star-
dust Ballroom. Details are available by calling (219) 
874-6221 or at www.michigancitychamber.com

Interested in advertising in the Dining Guide? Call us today at (219) 879-0088

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website, Now offering online ordering through our website, 
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

615 Indiana 212, Michigan City
(219) 999-9918

Dine in or Carryout

Bar 

Find our menu at:

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

We’re
OPEN!

http://www.michigancitychamber.com
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24 BREWS ON TAP
OPEN 7 DAYS

New " "
PIZZA

Johnny V Every TUES

OPEN MIC Every WED

Feb 3 - Sketch Dog

Feb 4 - The Bart Attacks

Feb 10 - For Pete’s Sake

Feb 11-  Soul Shine

MON - FRI 11AM TO 5PM

FEBRUARY SPECIAL

WINTER
SPECIAL

 

Auditions for “Bulls”
Auditions for Dan Meyer’s independent fi lm 

“Bulls,” set to be fi lmed this spring in Michigan 
City, are from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 
18-19.

The location will be announced soon, those plan-
ning to audition notifi ed by email. Audition times 
can be scheduled at tinyurl.com/2p8jdxvk. Make 
sure February is selected on the calendar, followed 
by the preferred day and time slot.

Meyer seeks people 21 and older. Details will be 
announced later for 21 and younger. On audition day, 
individuals will be placed in a group time slot (the 
hour selected). Be prepared to wait at least that hour. 
Arrive 5-10 minutes prior to the group time. Take a 
headshot and resume if having them. Those present 
will receive sides (portions of the script) when arriv-
ing. Those who can’t make it should send an email 
to bullscasting@gmail.com. Efforts will be made to 
schedule a time, or a prerecorded audition can be 
submitted, along with a headshot and resume.

PechaKucka Vol. 26
Tickets are on sale for PechaKucha Vol. 26, the 

rapid-fi re visual-art storytelling event set for 7 p.m. 
EST Thursday, Feb. 16, at The Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St Joseph, Mich.

The format of PechaKucha – meaning “chit chat” in 
Japanese – shows 20 images, each for 20 seconds. In 
other words, presenters get 400 seconds to tell their 
story, with visuals guiding the way. The creative out-
let began as nighttime get-togethers in Tokyo in 2003 
by two architects. Since then, three million people 
have attended PechaKucha events worldwide.  

Doors open at 6 p.m. EST. Tickets are $5, with  all 
proceeds supporting future PechaKucha events. Vis-
it www.krasl.org/events/pechakucha to order tickets.

mailto:bullscasting@gmail.com
http://www.krasl.org/events/pechakucha
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Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library is changing overhead lighting to LED 
fi xtures. They will feature automatic ambient light-
ing, centralized controls for turning on and off and 
conservation in unoccupied public areas. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, but 
reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas under 
the work zone will be closed. The goal is to mini-
mize closure time to its collections and services. The 
meeting rooms will close while work is done. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Duneland Stamp Club at 4 p.m. Thursday, 

Feb. 9. The club meets the second Thursday of 
each month. New members are invited.

• Tinkercad 3-D Modeling from 4-5 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 13, in the Makerspace.  Registration 
is required for the program that involves Tinker-
cad, a free online collection of software tools. This 
session, for children 9-17, serves as an introduc-
tion to 3-D design, art and printing. No experi-
ence is necessary. All registered participants re-
ceive a 3-D print of his/her creations. Register at 
the Youth Services desk or call (219) 873-3045 for 
more info. Space is limited. MCPL 3-D printing 
rules apply, and the printing fee is waived for this 
program.

• Great Decisions at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
13. The foreign-policy discussion program returns 
for its 25th season. Discussions this month are 
“Energy Geopolitics” and “War Crimes.” Reading 
material is available at the circulation desk. Call 
873-3049 for more details.  

• Build a Button from 4-6 p.m. Wednesday 

Michigan City Public Library
Feb. 15.  Draw designs and create wearable art.

• Makerspace: open lab hours from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays in February. Youth ages 6-17 can cre-
ate with LEGO WeDo, Micro Bits, paper circuits 
and Ozobots. Children 12 and younger must have 
a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in Feb-
ruary. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

❑

The library seeks volunteers to help at least one 
day a week during tax season (February-April) 
through the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program. The IRS provides some training, and vol-
unteers must pass the VITA test through the inter-
mediate level. Testing and training are online. Call 
(219) 873-3049 for details.

❑

Volunteer genealogists can answer questions from 
1-4 p.m. Tuesdays (Pat Harris) and 11 a.m.-2 p.m. the 
last Saturday of the month (Colleen Miltenberger).

❑

Two displays can be viewed celebrating Black 
History Month.

“Remember Our History,” found at the circulation 
desk, shows images and scenes from pivotal events 
involving African Americans in American history.

“Celebrating African American History with U.S. 
Postage Stamps,” located on the east slatwall, focus-
es on stamps celebrating black history and African-
American greats. Booker T. Washington was the fi rst 
featured in 1940. Most notable is the Black Heritage 
Series, which began in 1978 with Harriet Tubman.

(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

Residential • Commercial • Rentals • Airbnb

219.878.3227 • ATLAS-CC.COM
Family Owned/Operated • Eco Friendly Organic Products • Free Estimates 

Powerwashing Available • Full House Cleaning • Weekly/Biweekly
MEGAN FEGARAS • Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and Grout

Insured • 5+ Years of Professional Service

Say You Saw 
Us in The 

Beacher and 
Learn about our 
New Customer 

Discounts

http://www.mclib.org
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Tickets:
LCSO.net | 219.362.9020
Also available at Roxy’s, La Porte Civic Auditorium, 
and at the door day of the event.

$22 Adult  |  $20 Senior 

Students FREE with ID

(60 and over)
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• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trekkers) 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily in February at Indi-
ana Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a 
no-hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails 
and beaches clean. Temporary passes are avail-
able. Visit tinyurl.com/2p83798v for more details.

• National Park Themed Movie from 10-11:30 
a.m. Saturdays-Sundays in February at In-
diana Dunes Visitor Center. The schedule is: 
Feb. 11-12 — “Indiana Dunes National Park: 
1950s to the Present”; Feb. 18-19 — “Flying for 
Freedom”; Feb. 25-26 — “Octave Chanute and 
South Shore: Riding the Rails.”

• Snowshoe Open House at Chellberg Farm 
(snow permitting) from 1-3 p.m. Saturdays-
Sundays in February at the Park Connection 
Offi ce at Chellberg Farm. At least 3 inches of 
snow is required, and a limited number of snow- 
shoes are available for loan. Regardless of snow, 
the farmhouse may still be open for hikers to stop 
by. Call the visitor center at (219) 395-1882 for 
details. Park at the lot off Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter. The program is 
sponsored by the Friends of Indiana Dunes.

•  Mount Baldy Summit Hike from 1-3 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 12. Meet at the parking lot off U.S. 
12 for a ranger-led hike to the top of the dune. 
Passes are required. The parking lot and beach 
are open from 6 a.m.-11 p.m. The dune, however, 
is still closed.

• Chellberg Farm Open House from 1-3 p.m. 
Saturdays-Sundays in February. Rangers 
and volunteers will share the area’s history as 
visitors tour the farmhouse and garden and visit 
the animals. Passes are required. The parking 
lot is off Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12 
and 20 in Porter.

• “Sense of Place: Works from the Artists-in-
Residence of Indiana Dunes National Park” 
on Monday-Friday at Chesterton Art Center, 
115 S. Fourth St. The exhibit surveys works in the 
National Park collection, including some from 2021-
2022 that have not yet been publicly exhibited.

❑

IDNP is accepting applications for businesses of-
fering approved services, such as guided hikes, over-
night backpacking and camping trips, photography 
lessons, instructional classes, guided kayaking, ca-
noeing, paddle boat tours and mobile food trucks. 

The park will review all proposals. Depending 
on the type of service, there may be some require-
ments, such as having insurance and following fed-
eral, state and local food-handling ordinances. 

Applications can be sent to: Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Park, Attn: Steve Rossi, Concessions Man-
agement Specialist, 1100 N. Mineral Springs Road, 
Porter, IN 46304. There is a $100 nonrefundable 
fee to process the application. The permit is valid 
through Dec. 31, 2023, and all approved service pro-
viders will be listed on the national park’s website as 
an authorized vendor. Visit /tinyurl.com/2n5ya2vb 
for an application or more details.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
• Photo Scavenger Hunt from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 11. Take a camera or phone to 
the Nature Center for the game that includes a 
list and prizes.

• Superb-Owl Hike at 10 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 12. 
Take a one-mile fl at hike through owl habitats. 
If snow conditions allow, free snowshoes will be 
available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

Indiana Dunes National Park

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Who are you 
investing for?
Investing is about more than 
money, sometimes it’s about 
people. That’s why at Edward 
Jones we’ll work together to 
understand your goals—what 
you’re saving for or who 
you’re saving for.

Get in touch today to discuss 
what’s really important: your 
family.

Kayla M Buckmaster
Financial Advisor
411 Franklin
Michigan City, IN 46360
219-878-0590
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

37 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

About 120 students in LaPorte County Career 
and Technical Education programs will receive cer-
tifi cates for completing a course in using fi re extin-
guishers.

The students achieved this thanks to lessons by 
A.K. Smith Fire Science students.

With the help of instructor Rob Schaffer, a retired 
Michigan City Fire Department captain, the stu-
dents created a presentation and demonstration on 
the proper use of fi re extinguishers, inviting career 
tech classes to attend. This included a hands-on ex-
perience using a fi re extinguisher. In most cases, it 
was their fi rst time using one.

Feedback from other instructors was positive, 
noting that the idea for the lesson came about be-
cause A.K. Smith instructors approached Schaffer 
asking him to teach their students about in-class 
fi re safety.

“I thought this would be a great opportunity for 
my students to learn about the public education as-
pect of being a fi refi ghter,” Schaffer said in a press 
release. “Fire safety education is part of every fi re-
fi ghter’s job. This means teaching businesses how 
to use fi re extinguishers and giving tours of the fi re 
station, as well as teaching grade-schoolers how to 
‘stop, drop, and roll’ and not be afraid of fi refi ghters 
when they are fully ‘geared up.’”

Public information was not the only goal of each 
session. With about a dozen different career tech 
programs offered at A.K. Smith, the fi re-extinguish-
er training was tailored to teach the different trades 
how to combat fi res particular to their career paths.

For example, Culinary Arts students were taught 
about grease and oil fi res, Automotive Technology 
students were trained to deal with fi res caused by 
petroleum products and the Energy Academy fo-
cused on electrical fi res.

Approximately 120 students and staff members 
took part in the training, and each has received a 
“Certifi cate of Completion in Fire Extinguisher Ed-
ucation and Awareness.”

More information about the Fire Science program 
is available at www.EducateMC.net/Fire

Fire Science Students Become Safety Teachers

 Fire Science student Hailey Whitfi eld looks on as David Cavinder, an 
Energy Academy student, learns how to extinguish a fi re.

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
http://www.michianamechanical.com
http://www.EducateMC.net/Fire
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               DON’T FORGET YOUR 

  VALENTINE’S DAY RESERVATIONS!

TO RECEIVE UPDATES EMAIL EVENTS@FARINASUPPERCLUB.COM

NS!

3311 Pottawattomie trail • Michigan city
www.farinasupperclub.com

Warm Mozzarella with roasted winter vegetables

Pasta Siciliano - rigatoni, fresh mozzarella, roasted eggplant, crushed tomato sauce

Chicken Valdostano - sautéed chicken breast topped with fresh mozzarella, 
prosciutto, wild mushroom sauce

All courses with specially curated libations and of course a sweet ending!

Saturday, February 18th 
1p-3p – First in our series, 
Learn to make your own 
fresh mozzarella! Enjoy a 
cocktail and feast on 
various dishes featuring 
our hero, fresh mozzarella. 
Makes the perfect 
Valentine’s gift! 
$80 per person/$150 per couple

TO RESERVE CONTACT - 
EVENTS@FARINASUPPERCLUB.COM

COOKING WITH 
THE FARINAS!

fresh mozzarella
Vote for your favorite Sweetheart through March 12th

And don't miss the Sweetheart Day Event on Saturday, March 11th 
from 10 AM - 4 PM at the Moose Lodge in Valparaiso.  

For more information:

www.catsociety.org     shelter@catsociety.org     www.facebook.com/INCatSociety  

Submit your vote through PayPal on our website: www.catsociety.org/Donate.html

By mail: ICS, P.O. Box 735, Westville IN 46391

Donate through the teams' Facebook fundraisers found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/INCatSociety/fundraisers

In Person at the shelter - Saturday 10-4 or Sunday 12-4

Open Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm, Sunday Noon-4 pm

mailto:EVENTS@FARINASUPPERCLUB.COM
mailto:EVENTS@FARINASUPPERCLUB.COM
http://www.farinasupperclub.com
http://www.catsociety.org/Donate.html
https://www.facebook.com/INCatSociety/fundraisers
http://www.catsociety.org
mailto:shelter@catsociety.org
http://www.facebook.com/INCatSociety
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WinterFest Returns
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The annual WinterFest, organized by LaPorte Park and Recreation Department, was back Jan. 27-29, 
with events held throughout the community. Offerings ranged from ice-sculpturing demonstrations and 
a snowball softball coed tourney to “Frosty’s Frozen Bike Ride,” “Glow in the Dark Scavenger Hunt” and 

horse-drawn wagon rides. All photos by Bob Wellinski.
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Darren Aronofsky needs to stop making movies. 
Like…now. 

I swore off anything by him after 2017’s “Mother” 
— that wacko Jennifer Lawrence-Javier Bardem 
mess — produced a migraine that nearly had me 
upchuck in the theater. The novelty of his peculiari-
ties — “Pi” (1998), “Requiem for a Dream” (2000) 
— had worn off, specifi cally with “Noah” (2014), his 
seriously confused Biblical epic. 

“The Whale,” Aronofsky’s latest, has courted rap-
turous buzz for nearly a year as the offi cial restora-
tion of Brendan Fraser’s career. The “George of the 
Jungle” actor was a casualty of the #meetoo move-
ment, sexually harassed and blacklisted by a male 
studio executive. Because of that, we want Fraser to 
succeed. Who doesn’t love a comeback? And Aronof-
sky is no stranger to that, having given washed-up 
Mickey Rourke the role of his career in “The Wres-
tler” (2008).

Midway through “The Whale,” however, I made a 
mental note: This is like watching a bad stage play. 
That it did begin as a play, that Samuel D. Hunt-
er adapted his own work, that it took Aronofsky a 
decade to bring it to the screen…should have been 
a red fl ag. This is a cruddy, unpleasant exercise in 
grief and self-loathing designed as Oscar bait. The 
psychology is juvenile, the emotions manipulative, 
the production shoddy and the tone embracing the 

worst stereotypes about obesity.
To be fair, Fraser’s Best Actor nomination is de-

served. He gives the fi lm all he’s got. In the quiet 
moments, we catch a glimpse of the kind person 
that once existed.

The actor, buried under mountains of prosthetics, 
stars as Charlie, a reclusive, morbidly obese Eng-
lish teacher who hasn’t left his apartment in some 
time. He’s teaching by Zoom, keeping his personal 
screen/window dark so his students can’t see him. 
His one link to the real world is his caregiver, Liz 
(Best Supporting Actress nominee Hong Chau). She 
stops by with groceries and to check on his health. 

Aronofsky honors the stage origins of “The 
Whale” by never leaving Charlie’s apartment. One-
set dramas are fi ne, so long as the fi lm, itself, feels 
cinematic. The Oscar-winning Alzheimer’s tale 
“The Father” (2020) pulled that off by creating an 
increasingly unstable world for its main character.

“The Whale,” by comparison, is so darkly lit, 
many times, you can’t make out the faces of the ac-
tors. They are shrouded in darkness, which muffl es 

“The Whale” is a Dismal Horror Movie Disguised as Oscar Bait
by Andrew Tallackson

Brendan Fraser stars as a morbidly obese college professor in “The Whale.”

★
“The Whale”

Running time: 117 minutes. Rated R for

language, some drug use and sexual content.

1/2
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the impact of their performances. Whereas the look 
of the fi lm, and the performances, should draw you 
in, this comes across as amateurish.

We gain bits and pieces of Charlie’s tortured past, 
and by revealing the insights with a heavy hand, 
Aronofsky wallows in misery. And the big dramatic 
scenes that emphasize Charlie’s weight are a dra-
matic mess. Hunter’s screenplay does tap into the 
link between excessive eating and emotional com-
fort. But Aronofsky stages these scenes like an of-
fensive horror movie. When Charlie walks, the 
suction noise produced by his feet is like the T-Rex 
from “Jurassic Park.” When Charlie gorges on pizza 
doused in Ranch dressing and barbecue sauce, the 
sound effects are like Cookie Monster on a trash-
can binge. The cruelty is Aronofsky at his worst.

Yes, there is something affecting about Fraser. 
The sadness and pain he brings to Charlie. But 
Chau gives the better performance. Her empathy, 
her maddening frustration with Charlie, feel real. 
Of all the characters in “The Whale,” she is the most 
heartbreaking.

And that’s strange, because the movie introduces 
two wonderful actresses, Oscar-nominee Samantha 
Morton (“Minority Report”) and “Stranger Things” 
actress Sadie Sink, but undermines them. It’s like 
Aronosfky forced them to act as if still on stage. 
Morton is overly theatrical, like she’s trying to be 
seen and heard in a theater. Sink mistakes rapid 
movement for intensity. Why Aronofsky lets these 
two performers down is a  mystery.

By the end, when all is revealed about Charlie, 
when it appears designed as a three-hankie fi nish, 
Aronofsky accelerates into over-the-top, melodra-
matic goop. I wasn’t moved, just perplexed.

Fraser deserves the comeback. In interviews, he 
comes across as one of the good guys. But is his work 
in “The Whale” the best performance of the year? 
No. Let the nomination stand as his offi cial welcome 

Hong Chau gives the fi lm’s best performance.

back. With a whole host of upcoming projects, in-
cluding Martin Scorsese’s eagerly awaited “Killers 
of the Flower Moon,” true greatness, I suspect, is 
just around the corner.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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by Andrew Tallackson

They say Oscar season, that time of the year 
when studios unleash awards bait, does not com-
mence until fall. It’s been suggested studios wait 
until then because they fear Academy voters have 
short attention spans.

Scanning my list of favorite fi lms from 2022, only 
three in the Top 10 arrived before September. The 
remainder debuted in the thick of awards season...
and still suffered horrifi c fates at the box offi ce be-
cause they were too dark.

We still exist amid a global pandemic. Reality is 
grim enough, so moviegoers apparently prefer cin-
ema as a prime vehicle for escape. Having said that, 
many of my selections tackle diffi cult subjects, but 
offer hope where it once did not exist. 

1. “She Said”
Theories abound as to why this fact-based ac-

count of the journalists who exposed Harvey Wein-
stein’s abusive behavior was a box-offi ce disaster. 
That the wounds are too fresh. That the public lost 
its appetite for awards-season downers.

Whatever the reason, people missed a fi lm that 
ranks with “All The President’s Men” and “Spot-
light” in depicting journalism at its best. The movie 
is a vital reminder that investigative reporting is 
not dead. There are some willing to unearth the 
truth. And, a society that enables abusers eventu-
ally will pay the price.

I was exhausted, moved and invigorated by “She 
Said.” Now streaming on Peacock, the movie de-
serves to fi nd an audience.

2. “Everything Everywhere All at Once”
This offbeat absurdist comedy turned off as many 

people as it delighted...and I get it. In it, a middle-
age woman (Michelle Yeoh, wonderful) fl its in and 
out of multiple realities, with her dysfunctional fam-
ily existing on the fringes. The movie ventures into 
bonkers territory — hot dog fi ngers, talking rocks 
— but in its last act, the kookiness takes shape. The 
movie is about living in the moment, and savoring 
everything, and everyone, in the present. By the fi -
nal shot, I was moved by a family healed by a most 
unexpected journey.

3. “The Good Nurse”
A thriller with brains for adults. Taut, impecca-

bly acted, the Netfl ix fi lm recounts the true story 
of a nurse (Jessica Chastain, fi ring on all cylinders) 

who discovers her odd, but effi cient colleague (Ed-
die Redmayne, dynamite) is playing God, killing his 
patients. This is a quiet, slow-burn experience. No 
gore or extreme violence, just two intelligent people 
— friends at fi rst — who grow wary of each other. I 
was captivated.

4. “A Man Called Otto”
The Swedes beat Hollywood to the punch by 

adapting Fredrik Backman’s “A Man Called Ove” 
...but this Tom Hanks update gets it right. Hanks 
plays a grump in his early 60s, still mourning his 
wife’s death, who begins anew thanks to quirky 
neighbors. Hanks is superb, but it is Mariana Trev-
iño who walks off with the entire picture as Otto’s 
very pregnant new neighbor. She is a force of na-
ture. The movie deftly balances past with present, 
and the lives of Otto’s many eccentric “friends.” 
There isn’t a thing I would change about it.

5. “Till”
Unjustly ignored like “She Said,” audiences  

missed the year’s most unforgettable performance 
by Danielle Deadwyler as the mother of brutally 

murdered Emmett Till, whose racially charged 
death propelled the Civil Rights Movement. Dead-
wyler dug deep to portray ground zero of grief. A 
mother suffering an unthinkable loss and not al-
lowed to grieve because of changing events. Yes, the 
movie is painful, but sadly, in light of recent movies, 
timelier than ever.

6. “ The Woman King”
Director Gina Prince-Bythewood’s largely fi c-

tional take on the Agojie — all-female warriors in 
1820s West Africa — defi ed the odds. Strong word 
of mouth kept it potent, despite historian objections 
that it distorts the facts. That may be true. What 
cannot be denied is the engrossing story gave Viola 
Davis and Lashana Lynch strong women to play 
and a fascinating story. Prince-Bythewood balanc-
es intimate stories of mothers and daughters with 
well-choreographed fi ght sequences. Alternately 
thrilling and moving, “The Woman King” is excep-
tional entertainment.

7. “All Quiet on the Western Front”
We know the tale well, either from having read 

Erich Maria Remarque’s classic or watching the var-
ious fi lm and TV adaptations. The story, however, 
has never been told quite like this. The fi rst German 
take on the anti-war novel is an unfl inching depic-
tion of war as hell on Earth. The stunning produc-
tion design spares nothing to convey the chaos and 
carnage of combat. By the end, we witness the crush-
ing soullessness of it, where soldiers become little 
more than automated puppets heading out to battle.

8. “Thirteen Lives”
Anyone who believed Ron Howard’s mojo was long 

gone had their faith in him restored by “Thirteen 
Lives.” This meticulous account of the 2018 Tham 
Luang cave rescue arrived less than a year after the 
powerful documentary “The Rescue.” No easy feat 

My Favorite Movies From 2022
“She Said” “The Good Nurse”

“Till”

Continued on Page 22
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to follow, but Howard’s fi lm is better. It respects the 
rescue and the people who pulled it off without ex-
ploiting it for cheap emotion. And when the big mo-
ments arrive, they affect you deeply thanks to the 
intelligence, the staggering physical production.

9. “Sr.”
Everyone must face the reality that a parent is 

nearing the end of life’s journey. Robert Downey 
Jr., in honoring his father’s life and legacy, does so 
through this deeply moving Netfl ix documentary. 
Unfl inchingly open and honest, we see a son trying 
to reconcile feelings about his father, the love be-
tween them evident despite the turbulent past. “Sr.” 
is not about erasing the past, but about accepting 
life for what it doles out.

10. “Nope” & “Prey”
“Top Gun: Maverick” or  “Avatar: The Way of Wa-

ter” easily could have fi lled this slot as top-of-the-
eye-candy food chain. But “Nope” and “Prey” gave 
us something different. “Nope,” the latest from Jor-
dan Peele (“Get Out,” “Us”), was the most divisive. 
For me, it reinvented “Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind,” its extraterrestrial presence unlike anything 
we’d seen before, and in a “Wild West” propelled by 
black and Asian actors. “Prey” caught everyone off 
guard by rebooting the “Predator” franchise...with 
the best entry to date. By introducing its alien hunt-
er in 1719 Comanche territory, the story offered a 
ripe metaphor for control of the native landscape. 
The icing on the cake: magnifi cent young actress 
Amber Midthunder as Comanche healer Naru. It’s 
like watching a star being born.

Honorable Mentions
• “Avatar: The Way of Water” — James Cameron 

Continued From Page 21 “Prey”

said the wait would be worth it, and he held true 
to his promise. Eye candy escapism at its best.

• “The Innocents” — A haunting Nordic explo-
ration of what happens among children when 
adults aren’t around. Beautifully made, the ten-
sion multiplying without gore or violence.

• “Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery” — Rian 
Johnson delivered an equally twisted and hilari-
ous followup to his 2019 smash.

• “Operation Mincemeat” — A thoughtful, mov-
ing recreation of a top-secret British spy maneu-
ver during World War II.

• “Top Gun: Maverick” — The event fl ick no one 
saw coming — the monstrous succeed it achieved. 
All you had to do was experience it to know why: 
summer popcorn moviemaking of a high order.

• “Vengeance” — A hilariously dark comedy, with 
a nasty wit, about a writer lured to Texas to in-
vestigate the death of an ex-girlfriend.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.comDYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939
Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524
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The People

Meet Andrew Tallackson
Area of Residence: Trail Creek.
Title: Editor.
Years with The Beacher: Ten 
years this August; before then, a 
correspondent for six months.
What I love about my job: You 
couldn’t ask for better people to work 
with — they’re like family. Also, I’ve 
met incredible people, both during 
interviews and our loyal advertisers.
Favorite story/assignment and 
why: I enjoyed learning about Sally 
Montgomery’s life before The Beacher. 
The piece I did about Enchanted 
Forest drew amazing feedback from 
readers. We had a great time sharing 
fond memories of that place. 

Favorite movies: “Rear Window,” 
“The Shawshank Redemption,” 
“Jaws,” “Rogue One,” “Poltergeist,” 
“Field of Dreams.”
Favorite books/authors: Stephen 
King, Ray Bradbury, Ruth Ware, Nick 
Hornby, Angeline Boulley (my new 
favorite!!).
Favorite singers/music: Fleetwood 
Mac, Pat Benatar, Ed Sheeran, film 
composer Thomas Newman, Maverick 
City Music, Chris Tomlin, Elevation 
Worship.
Favorite TV shows: “Breaking Bad,” 
“Deadwood,” “Battlestar: Galactica” 
(the 2003 reboot), “Yellowstone,” 
“Stranger Things,” “Downton Abbey,” 
“Ted Lasso,” “The Chosen,” “Resident 
Alien,” “Abbott Elementary,” “For All 

Photo by  
Bob Wellinski

 Paper

Mankind.”
TV shows I’m watching now: The new season 
of “Truth Be Told” with Octavia Spencer, and 
“Shrinking,” with Jason Segel and Harrison Ford. 
Both on Apple TV+.
Favorite food: My wife’s homemade chili. 
Seriously, there is nothing better.
Reason I love living in this area: My wife and 
I created a wonderful life for us and our son. In a 
way, we’ve become homebodies because everything 
we want or need is here.
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“Shotgun Wedding” is the type of movie we 
haven’t seen since, well, really since Sandra Bull-
ock’s “Miss Congeniality” (2000). The star vehicle. 
Nothing new, just a dumb, lazily plotted action-com-
edy that entertains despite itself. Where the stars 
do their thing without having to try hard.

“Shotgun Wedding,” however, arrives with the 
added hassle of Armie Hammer baggage. Jennifer 
Lopez was attached to the project from the start, 
but so was Hammer…then the al-
legations involving abuse and can-
nibalism surfaced, and the “Call 
Me By Your Name” actor bowed out 
faster than TMZ could arrive on his 
doorsteps. His replacement? The 
more age-appropriate, blandly reli-
able “Transformers” regular Josh 
Duhamel.

So after all that, the movie lands 
on Prime, not in theaters. There ain’t 
much plot. Darcy (Lopez) and Tom 
(Duhamel) arrive on a private island 
in the Philippines for their ultimate 
destination wedding, one for which 
he’s planned every single detail. He 
is one of those OCD guys who maybe 
has watched too much HGTV. She, 
by comparison, is wrestling with 
commitment issues.

Right before the ceremony, Dar-
cy and Tom get cold feet and are at 
each other’s throats…right as pi-
rates storm the island. Yep. Pirates. 
Seems Darcy’s father Robert (Cheech 
Marin) is loaded to the tune of $50 million. The 
thugs want a bulk of that, or they start offi ng the 
guests. And wouldn’t ya know it, the new threats 
thaw Darcy and Tom out of their funk. The two 
spring into action.

I would have loved to have been in the conference 
room when someone told screenwriter Mark Ham-
mer this was a great idea for a movie. I mean, seri-
ously, how lame can you get? It’s like a laughable 
pilot for a failed sitcom.

But here is where director Jason Moore (“Pitch 
Perfect,” “Sisters”) salvages the laughs. He’s cast 
the supporting players with comic dynamos, specifi -
cally the wedding guests now confi ned to an outdoor 
swimming pool to limit mobility. First off, he has 
Jennifer Coolidge as Tom’s mother, Carol. Whenev-
er the Christopher Guest veteran (“Best in Show,” 
“A Mighty Wind”) and “White Lotus” Emmy winner 
turns up, my wife and I perk up. We prep for her 
loopy, where-did-that-come-from antics. Here, she 
plays a brash, often clueless woman who fears Lyme 
disease prevents people from wearing fashionable 

sandals, and at one point distracts the pirates by 
touting her credentials as Michigan Realtor of the 
Year. This woman, I tell you, does not disappoint.

Moore, as director, also realizes the laughs ex-
ist not from the pirates, who as a threat are a total 
snooze, but from the guests themselves, who are too 
consumed with their own selfi shness to fear poten-
tial death. Like Callie Hernandez as Darcy’s young-
er sister Jamie, who sleeps with Tom’s best man 

(Desmin Borges), but now regrets it because he’s a 
dork. And Darcy’s mother (Sonia Braga), still smart-
ing from Robert leaving her for a yoga instructor.

The wedding guests, in fact, are the saving grace 
of “Shotgun Wedding.” Lopez and Duhamel have 
their moments, although Lopez has a boundless en-
ergy her male co-stars tend to lack…and Duhamel 
is no exception. Ryan Reynolds was attached to play 
Tom at one point, and that would have been a riot.

(Reynolds is still involved as executive producer.)
Far better streaming options exist than “Shotgun 

Wedding.” You could do far worse, though. It has its 
moments.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

“Shotgun Wedding” is Dumb, But Good for a Few Laughs
by Andrew Tallackson

Jennifer Lopez and Josh Duhamel star in “Shotgun Wedding.”

★ ★
“Shotgun Wedding”

Running time: 100 minutes. Prime. Rated R for

language and some bloody/violent images.

1/2
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And the Nominees Are...
PICTURE

“All Quiet on the Western Front”
“Avatar: The Way of Water”
“The Banshees of Inisherin”
“Elvis”
“Everything Everywhere All at Once”
“The Fabelmans”
“TÁR”
“Top Gun: Maverick”
“Triangle of Sadness”
“Women Talking”

DIRECTOR
Martin McDonagh, “The Banshees of 
Inisherin”
Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert,
“Everything Everywhere All at Once”
Steven Spielberg, “The Fabelmans”
Todd Field, “TÁR”
Ruben Östlund, “Triangle of Sadness”

ACTOR
Austin Butler, “Elvis”
Colin Farrell, “The Banshees of Inisherin”
Brendan Fraser, “The Whale”
Paul Mescal, “Aftersun”
Bill Nighy, “Living”

ACTRESS
Cate Blanchett, “TÁR”
Ana de Armas, “Blonde”
Andrea Riseborough, “To Leslie”
Michelle Williams, “The Fabelmans”
Michelle Yeoh, “Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”

SUPPORTING ACTOR
Brendan Gleeson, “The Banshees 
of Inisherin”
Brian Tyree Henry, “Causeway”
Judd Hirsch, “The Fabelmans”
Barry Keoghan, “The Banshees 
of Inisherin”
Ke Huy Quan, “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once”

SUPPORTING ACTRESS
Angela Bassett, 
“Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever
Hong Chau, 
“The Whale”
Kerry Condon, “The
Banshees of Inisherin”
Jamie Lee Curtis, 
“Everything
Everywhere All at Once”
Stephanie Hsu, 
“Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”

Rules for The Beacher’s Beat the Editor Contest:
Check one box in each category. Only one entry per person. Entries from 

Beacher employees will not be accepted. Forms can be dropped off at The 
Beacher or submitted by mail to: The Beacher, Attn: Oscar Contest, 911 
Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360. Only scanned copies will be allowed 
by email to atallackson@gmail.com. The deadline is noon Friday, March 3. 
Editor Andrew Tallackson’s picks will appear in the March 9 edition, be-
fore the March 12 telecast. Those who beat his picks will be placed into a 
drawing. First place receives a $25 Swingbelly’s gift certificate and an AMC 
movie pass. Second place receives an AMC movie pass. If no one beats him, 
readers with the most correct picks will be placed into the drawing. The 
winner will be revealed in the March 23 edition.

Name:
City/Town:
Phone Number:

 Contest
sponsor

Swingbellys!

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
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January Sweetheart Contest Begins 

3/11 Sweetheart Day Event
10AM 4PM Valparaiso Moose Lodge

5/12 & 5/13 Mother’s Day Flower Sale

6/10 & 6/11 Aunt Kitty’s Treasure & 
               Trash Spring Yard Sale

7/15 & 7/16 ICS Used Book Sale

8/19 1st Annual ICS Bazaar Elkhart

8/26 & 8/27 Summer Open House

9/30 & 10/1 Aunt Kitty’s Treasure & 
         Trash Fall Yard Sale

10/21 ICS/TNR Project’s 2nd Annual 
Chili Cook Off

12/9 & 12/10 Holiday Open House

Watch Facebook, our Website and 
Mewsletters for updates to these and more ICS events 

throughout the year!
Thank you for your continued support!

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app through 

options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place 
holds on items using a customer account. Once at 
the library, check in using the app and clicking Pick-
up from the bottom of the screen (or calling the li-
brary location). An appointment no longer is needed. 
Add the parking space on the app if picking up from 
the main location. Enter information in the instruc-
tions box if picking up holds placed on more than one 
account, or if needing additional assistance. A staff 
member brings held items to the vehicle. Customers 
using the app receive updates as their requests are 
processed. Returns can be placed in book drops and 
be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At this time, 
there is no limit to the number of items customers 
can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
❑

LaPorte County Public Library patrons are no 
longer charged daily overdue fi nes when an item is 
returned late. Customers only will be charged for 
items they damage, lose or never return.  

❑

The following programs are planned:
• Personal Archiving (Adults 19+) from 3-4:30 

p.m. Thursday, Feb. 9, in Meeting Room B  
at the main library. Participants learn tips and 
tricks to store papers, photos and other personal 
items, and how to begin organizing them for ref-
erence later.

• Virtual Author Talk with Lana Harper 
(Adults 19+) from 6-7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 9.
The New York Times bestselling author will discuss 
her “The Witches of Thistle Grove” series. Register 
at https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/22746

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 3, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities.

• Family Pajama Storytime from 6-6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 13, at the main library. The 
program focuses on stories and songs. Guests can 
wear pajamas and take a favorite stuffed animal.

• Page Turners Book Club from noon-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, in Meeting Room B at the 
main library. Refreshments will not be served, 
but guests can take coffee or tea.

❑

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/22746
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
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LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3-8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are 6-7:15 p.m. 
at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/per program. 
Pre-registration and payment are required at least 
one week in advance or until full, whichever comes 
fi rst. The schedule is:
• Feb. 8 — “See You Later.”

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers at Luhr 
County Park. That includes music, dancing, sto-
rytelling and, weather permitting, hiking. Call at 
least one week in advance to register. 

The schedule is: Feb. 14 and 28, and March 14.

Daddy Daughter Dance
The “Princess Style” event is Friday-Saturday, 

Feb. 24-25, at Red Mill County Park.
The dance includes refreshments and crafts. Times 

are 6-8 p.m. Feb. 24 and 2-4 p.m. Feb. 25. A maxi-
mum of 80 people are allowed each time. The cost is 
$25 per couple, and $5 for each additional daughter. 
Pre-registration and payment are required on or be-
fore Feb. 16 or until full, whichever comes fi rst.

Retirement Open House
Rangers Laura Moyer and Niki Schmutte are re-

tiring after years with LaPorte County Parks.
An open house is from 1:30-4 p.m. Wednesday, 

March 1, at Luhr County Park Nature Center. Re-
freshments will be served.

Masquerade Storytime and Games
The free program aimed at children ages 2-11, 

and accompanied by an adult, is from 3-4 p.m. 
Thursday, March 16, at Luhr County Park.

Space is limited, so call at least one week in ad-
vance to reserve a spot.

Field Trips
Educators, Scout leaders and groups can sched-

ule a free organized program for students or group 
at any county park. The programs on various topics 
meet state standards and patch requirements. 

Call (219) 324-5855, visit www.laportecountyp-
arks.org or email natureniki@csinet.net for details.

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

 Accelerated Classes for Gifted Students  
 College Preparatory Academic Excellence 
 Expansive Enrichment Opportunities  

Private school experience, 

tuition-free. 
Renaissance Academy Charter School: a unique PreK – 8th 
Grade Montessori school with research based, developmentally 
appropriate, collaborative, hands-on, student-directed learning.  

Come learn more – 
 

For students going into grades 1-6 
Renaissance Montessori Nights, 6-7 PM 

Thursday, February 9 
Wednesday, February 22 

 
Call to reserve your place. 

Daytime tours also available upon request.  

Montessori PreK-8th Grade 

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
mailto:natureniki@csinet.net
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Kevin Murphy Products

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 33 years in business

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Northwest Health Heart and Vascular Building, 

901 Lincolnway, LaPorte, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 9.

• Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring 
Ave., Michigan City, 2-6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 9.

• Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 606 S. 
Woodland Ave., 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 11.

• First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 13.

• LaPorte County Annex, 809 State St., 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

Harbor Country Singers
Harbor Country Singers will lead a Valentine’s 

Day love song sing-along at 3 p.m. EST Sunday, 
Feb. 12, at Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 14280 
Red Arrow Highway, Harbert, Mich.

The sing-along includes songs such as “My Girl,” 
“When a Man Loves a Woman,” “Love Me Tender,” 
“It Had to Be You,” “Lean on Me” and “You’re the 
Inspiration.” Books with music and lyrics will be 
provided. Song leaders are Diane Ruzevich, Donna 
Mitchell and Pat Putnam. Accompaniment is by 
Maggie Martin on piano, Cara Bettig on percussion 
and Tom Parisi on guitar. The program is free; how-
ever, a food-item donation is requested for Neighbor 
by Neighbor. Peanut butter, pull-tab cans of soups, 
stews, tuna, ravioli, spaghetti or anything easy to 
heat is preferred.

Harbor Country Singers is a School of Ameri-
can Music program supported by a Pokagon Fund 
grant. Visit https://schoolofamericanmusic.com, 
email schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com or call 
(269) 409-1191 for more details.

http://www.redcrossblood.org
https://schoolofamericanmusic.com
mailto:schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com


February 9, 2023 Page 29
THE

Gift Shop Remodeled

LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., now has 
a remodeled gift shop. The space includes a section for children’s items, 

along with material for historians and car enthusiasts.
Call (219) 324-6767 for more details.

Duneland Weavers Guild
Duneland Weavers Guild meets at 10 a.m. Sat-

urday, Feb. 11, at Three Moons Fiberworks, 402 
Broadway, Chesterton.

The program is the annual “Weaver’s and Spin-
ner’s Challenge.” More information  is available at 
www.dunelandweaversguild.org

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

http://www.dunelandweaversguild.org
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Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Jan. 31, 2023
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Pin Pals     10   2
2. Lady Strikers      8  4
3. Striking Beauties     7  5
3. Gutter Gals    7  5
3. Diagonal Divas   7  5
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Nancy Kubath  179
2. Linda Neulieb    173
3. Ann Bogart   159
4. Kathy Staninger  153
SPLITS
Kathy Staninger      3-10
Ginny Koehler     2-7

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

New Buffalo Township Library
• Valentine’s Craft at 5 p.m. EST Thursday, Feb. 

9. The program is for ages 8-15, and registration 
is required. Email newbuffalolibraryyouth@
gmail.com

• Valentine Story Time at 4 p.m. EST Thurs-
day, Feb. 16.
New Buffalo Township Library is located at 33 N. 

Thompson St. Call (269) 469-2933 for more details.

Drive Through Shoe Drive
Residents of Michigan City, LaPorte and sur-

rounding communities are invited to clean out their 
closets for a good cause. 

Deals on Wheels, 2114 Franklin St., will host 
a “Drive-Through Shoe Drive” collection of gently 
worn and new shoes from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, 
Feb. 18. Proceeds from the sale will help a free com-
munity kids’ playgroup based at St. Luke United 
Lutheran Church, 2000 E. Coolspring Ave. 

The church will earn funds from the nonprofi t 
Funds2Orgs based on total weight of the pairs of 
shoes collected. Donated shoes will be redistribut-
ed throughout the Funds2Orgs network of micro-
enterprise (small business) partners in developing 
countries, where economic opportunity and jobs 
are limited. These micro-entrepreneurs refurbish 
the shoes and sell them, using the proceeds to feed, 
clothe and house their families. One budding entre-
preneur in Haiti even earned enough to send to her 
son to law school.

In addition to the Feb. 18 event, St. Luke United 
Lutheran will accept donations of new and gently 
used shoes this month. The church offi ce is open 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday. 

The “Kids Playgroup” is open to all parents and 
young children (ages birth-preschool) in the com-
munity. It currently meets from 10 a.m.-noon at the 
church on the fi rst and third Wednesday of each 
month. Email contact@stlukeunitedlutheran.org or  
call (219) 879-9415 for more details.

Gather, Shop & Sled
“Gather, Shop & Sled,” an indoor fl ea market that, 

weather permitting, includes a sled hill, is from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. EST Saturday, Feb. 11, at Friends of 
New Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 Cali-
fornia Road. 

The market, held in the multi-purpose room, will 
include free coffee, hot chocolate and water. 

Email Marlene at friendsofnewtroynewsletter@
gmail.com for more details.

mailto:contact@stlukeunitedlutheran.org
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Cabin Fever Pawction
Michiana Humane Society will host an online 

auction Monday-Sunday, Feb. 20-26, to support the 
care of shelter pets.

The auction features experiences, items and ser-
vices donated by lo-
cal businesses. That 
includes live theater, 
sports events, beer-
pedaling excursion 
and vacation stays.

All funds raised 
benefi t the non-profi t 
shelter, which large-
ly serves LaPorte 
and Berrien coun-
ties. The MHS team 
cares for 1,000 pets 
yearly, with more 
than 98 percent hav-
ing second chances 
with loving families.

Visit www.michianapets.org/events or call (219) 
872-4499 for more details.

Chesterton Art Center
An anonymous donor has offered Chesterton Art 

Center a 1-1 match up to $2,500 for all donations 
received between now and March 31.

Donation will support CAC’s Teen Arts Group 
and Family Art Day program. TAG is a free pro-
gram serving teen artists from fi ve regional schools 
with monthly professional arts experiences, tech-
nique workshops with professional artists and local 
exhibit and public-art opportunities. The free Fam-
ily Art Day invites families into CAC galleries and 
classrooms for collaborative creative time. The next 
is from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Feb.  25. 

Visit www.chestertonart.org/donate and contrib-
ute safely online, mail the gift or call the center at 
(219) 926-4711.

❑

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center 
at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for 
more details.

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MInplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

http://www.michianapets.org/events
http://www.chestertonart.org/donate
http://www.chestertonart.org
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In the Area
Feb. 9 — Duneland Stamp Club, 4 p.m., Michigan 

City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049. 

Feb. 9 — Virtual Author Talk with Lana Harper 
(Adults 19+), 6-7 p.m., through LaPorte County 
Public Library. Registration: https://libraryc.org/
laportelibrary/22746

Feb. 11 — United Women in Faith 70th Valen-
tine Tea, 1:30 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
121 E. Seventh St.

Feb. 11 — Valparaiso Oldtime Dance Society 
contra dance, 7-9 p.m., Barker Hall at Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 117 E. Sixth St. Caller: Moose Flores. 
Live music: Hoosier Recruits.

Feb. 11 — LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra, 
7 p.m., LaPorte High School Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 602 F St. Tickets: $22/adults, $20/seniors (60+), 
free/students with valid ID. Advance tickets: www.
lcso.net, Roxy Music, 1012 Lincolnway, LaPorte.

Feb. 12 — ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY.
Feb. 13 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling, 4-5 p.m., 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3045.

Feb. 13 — Family Pajama Storytime, 6-6:30 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Feb. 13 — Great Decisions, 6:30 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.     

Feb. 14 — VALENTINE’S DAY.
Feb. 14 — Page Turners Book Club, noon-1 p.m., 

LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org 

Feb. 15 — Build a Button, 4-6 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

Through March 31 — Artwork by Madeleine 
Schooley/the late Barbara Fedder, The Legacy Cen-
ter Gallery at Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 
1719 E. Barker Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. Info: (219) 872-9196.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 

Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. Starting Feb. 7: $45 entrance fee 
(includes all cards). Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in February — Makerspace: open lab 
hours, 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

In the Region
Feb. 9 — Valentine’s Craft, 5 p.m. EST, New 

Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St. 
Registration: newbuffalolibraryyouth@gmail.com

Feb. 10 — An Acorn Valentine’s Open Mic Night 
featuring Patti Shaffner, 7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Performer 
inquiries: openmic@acornlive.org. Other details: 
www.acornlive.org

Feb. 11 — Pioneer Land Spinners, 10:30 a.m.-2 
p.m., LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Feb. 11 — “Gather, Shop & Sled” indoor fl ea 
market, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. EST, Friends of New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Info: friendsofnewtroynewsletter@gmail.com 

Feb. 11 — Photo Scavenger Hunt, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 11 — “Behind-the-Scenes Tour,” 4 p.m. EST, 
South Bend’s Oliver Mansion, 808 W. Washington 
St. Tickets: $25, $20/members. Reservations: (574) 
235-9664, www.historymuseumSB.org

Feb. 11 — Epic Film Music Concert (“Pirates 
of the Caribbean”), 7 p.m., Valparaiso University 
Chapel of the Resurrection, 1600 Chapel Drive. 
Groups: Valparaiso University Chamber Concert 
Band, Valparaiso High School Wind Ensemble. 
Free. 

Feb. 11 – The Chicago Experience, 8 p.m. EST, 
The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, 
Mich. Tickets: $40 + $6 convenience fee, $65 + $6 
convenience fee (reserved). Info: www.acornlive.org 

Feb. 12 — The South Bend Record Show, 8 a.m.-
5 p.m. EST, Gillespie Conference Center @ Hilton 
Garden Inn, 53995 Indiana 933, South Bend. 
General admission: early shoppers/9 a.m./$7; regular 
admission: $2/adults/11 a.m.; large families/$10, 12 
& younger free

Feb. 12 — Superb-Owl Hike, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390. 

Feb. 12 — Duneland Weavers Guild, 10 
a.m., Three Moons Fiberworks, 402 Broadway, 
Chesterton.

Feb. 12 — Mount Baldy Summit Hike, 1-3 p.m., 
parking lot off U.S. 12. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.
nps.gov/ind

Feb. 12 — Harbor Country Singers sing-along, 3 

https://libraryc.org/
http://www.lcso.net
http://www.lcso.net
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:newbuffalolibraryyouth@gmail.com
mailto:openmic@acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroynewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.nps.gov/ind
http://www.nps.gov/ind
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p.m. EST, Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 14280 Red 
Arrow Highway, Harbert, Mich. Free; food donations 
accepted. Info: https://schoolofamericanmusic.com, 
schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com, (269) 409-1191.

Through Feb. 26 — “Stories from the Soil” (Jon 
Hook-Andrea Peterson exhibit), Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: https://
boxfactoryforthearts.org

Through March 1 — “Sense of Place: Works 
from the Artists in Residence of Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Park,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth 
St. Info:  (219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through March 2 — Oil painter Judy Davis, 
The Village Gallery, Pines Village Retirement Com-
munities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso. 
Info: (219) 465-1591.

Through March 5 — “Enchanted Lands: The 
Collage Works of Scott Hatt, Elkhart’s The Midwest 
Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-
Sun. Admission: $10/adult, $6/ages 8-12, $8/ages 
13-18, $8/college students with ID. Info: (574) 293-
6660, www.midwestmuseum.us

Through March 24 — Group exhibit, “Sense 
and Sensibility: Poetry in Painting,” South Shore 
Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster.

Through May 29 — “Built to Last: Studebaker 
Buildings Past & Present,” The Studebaker Na-
tional Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, $9.50 - seniors 60+, $7 
- youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-9714, www.stude-
bakermuseum.org

Mondays  — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New 
Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California 
Road. Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-
3909, friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturdays-Sundays in February — National 
Park Themed Movie, 10-11:30 a.m., Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info: 
(219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Saturdays-Sundays in February — Snowshoe 
Open House at Chellberg Farm (snow permitting), 
1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12/20, 
Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/ind

Saturdays-Sundays in February — Chellberg 
Farm Open House, 1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, 
www.nps.gov/ind

Going to be gone for a while?
You can always read

on line in its entirety
at

www.thebeacher.com
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We Need Your Help!
During heavy snowfall, shovel as much snow away from 
your paper tube as possible so we can deliver each week’s  

edition. Previous editions are available at our office,  
911 Franklin St., if we are unable to deliver them to you.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com
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On February 9, 1825, after no candidate re-
ceived a majority of electoral votes, the U.S. House 
of Representatives elected John Quincy Adams as 
president.

On February 9, 1870, an Act of Congress estab-
lished the U.S. Weather Bureau.

On February 9, 1942, daylight-saving “War 
Time” went into effect in the United States, with 
clocks turned one hour forward.

On February 9, 1950, Sen. Joseph McCarthy 
made a speech in the Senate in which he accused 
the State Department of being infested with Com-
munists.

On February 9, 1964, the Beatles made their 
fi rst live American TV appearance on “The Ed Sul-
livan Show” on CBS.

On February 10, 1933, the Postal Telegraph Co. 
introduced the fi rst “singing telegram” in New York.

On February 10, 1949, Arthur Miller’s long-
running play, “Death of a Salesman,” opened at 
New York’s Morosco Theater.

On February 10, 1968, Peggy Fleming of the 
United States won the gold in fi gure skating at the 
Winter Olympics in Grenoble, France.

On February 10, 1996, world chess champion 
Garry Kasparov lost the fi rst game of a match in 
Philadelphia against an IBM computer dubbed 
“Deep Blue.”

On February 10, 2005, Britain’s Prince Charles 
announced he would marry his divorced lover, Ca-
milla Parker Bowles, in April.

On February 11, 1752, America’s fi rst hospital, 
the Pennsylvania Hospital, opened in Philadelphia.

On February 11, 1808, in the Pennsylvania 
town of Wilkes Barre, hard coal was used for the 
fi rst time as fuel for heating.

On February 11, 1869, Chicago hosted the Mid-
west’s’ fi rst women’s suffrage convention.

On February 11, 1881, the Arizona village of 
Phoenix was incorporated.

On February 11, 1937, a sit-down strike ended 
at General Motors when the company agreed to rec-
ognize the United Automobile Workers as a legiti-
mate union.

On February 11, 1996, a day after losing to an 
IBM computer dubbed “Deep Blue,” world chess 
champion Garry Kasparov rebounded to defeat the 
machine and even their six-game series in Philadel-
phia at one victory apiece.

On February 12, 1809, Abraham Lincoln, 16th 

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
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president of the United States, was born near the 
present town of Hodgenville, K.Y. Of the occasion, 
he said, “I was born in the then Hardin County, at 
a point within the new county of Larue, a mile or a 
mile and a half from where Hodgen’s Mill now is.”

On February 12, 1849, the Chicago Gas Light 
and Coke Co. (Chicago’s fi rst gas company) received 
its charter from the Illinois legislature.

On February 12, 1878, Fredrick Thayer, a res-
ident of Waverly, Mass., received a patent for the 
baseball catcher’s mask.

On February 12, 1909, the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People was founded.

On February 12, 1914, ground was broken for 
Washington’s Lincoln Memorial.

On February 13, 1635, the Boston Latin School, 
the oldest public school in America, was established 
in Boston.

On February 13, 1719, the fi rst magazine pub-
lished in America, The American Weekly Mercury, 
was printed in Philadelphia by Andrew Bradford.

On February 13, 1795, the University of North 
Carolina became the fi rst U.S. state university to 
admit students with the arrival of Hinton James, 
who was the only student on campus for two weeks.

On February 13, 1914, “Joseph in the Land of 
Egypt” opened with a new high for admission to 
a movie: 50 cents per person. Most of the nation’s 
major newspapers headlined moviegoer complaints 
about such exorbitantly high prices.

On February 14, 1803, Moses Coats, of Down-
ington, Pa., received a patent for an apple parer.

On February 14, 1849, James Polk became the 
fi rst president to be photographed while in offi ce.

On February 14, 1886, the fi rst trainload of or-
anges left Los Angeles for the East Coast.

On February 14, 1899, President William 
McKinley signed legislation authorizing states to 
use voting machines for federal elections.

On February 14, 1931, Bela Lugosi’s fi rst “Drac-
ula” movie was released. Dracula’s rather unusual 
drinking problem was the basis for more than 100 
vampire fi lms that were to follow.

On February 15, 1820, Susan B. Anthony, who 
was destined to lead the world’s crusade for wom-
en’s rights, was born in Adams, Mass. As her life 
drew to a close, she said, “I have been striving for 
over sixty years for a little bit of justice… and yet I 
must die without obtaining it.”

On February 15, 1842, the fi rst U.S. postage 
stamps with adhesive on the back were introduced 
by a private mail service in New York.

On February 15, 1958, the Michigan City area 
was “clobbered” by the biggest recorded snowfall in 
history. A slow breeze, picking up moisture over the 
length of Lake Michigan, dumped its entire load on 
just a few square miles of land. Three to fi ve feet of 
snow (depending on who did the measuring), para-
lyzed the area for several days.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Authorized IRS e-file provider: Single-Married/No Dependents, (1) state 
included: IN, IL or MI, $100. Single-Married/with Dependents, $125. If (2) 
states are needed (add $35). Capital Gains (add $100). Rental properties 

up to 3 (add $150). Business no employees (add $150). Business with 
employees (add $250). Corp K-1 (add $100). 

Howard Feder: (219) 814-4266, federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
February Special: Think Valentine’s Day — poetry, romance novels, 

hearts and flowers, 50% off. (219) 733-2403 • 
www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Come to H&S Services for all your SNOW REMOVAL/FIREWOOD 
needs this season! Landscape services available upon request. 

(219) 872-8946
LEFTY’S PRO SHOP • QUALITY USED ALL THINGS GOLF

Buy, sell, trade. Lefty needs LH golf clubs. Call (219) 873-0858. Best 
prices in area. Namaste, Lefty, Pogo, Yogi and Olive. 

Chauffeur with CDL: Experience with motor coaches to limos looking for 
work. Call (219) 872-9603

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

KV-Staffing is offering private home care services from 1-24 hr of ser-
vice, can start immediately. All staff is licensed, insured and supervised, 

with a nurse on call 24-7. Services offered: daily living skills, errands, 
small meal prep, light house cleaning and more. Please call KV Staffing 

Agency at (219) 243-7160
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS

Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 
Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. 

Call for more info at (219) 809-8183.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

27 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 

airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or 
rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 
references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile
Accepting New Clients

Get your winter projects done before spring arrives!
Kitchens, Baths, Floors, Doors, Trim, Painting & More!

Call to set up an appointment
Kip Hollingshead: (219) 210-8499. Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Handyman: I fix most domestic appliances, assemble kit furniture & bar-
becues, HVAC & much more. References. Call (219) 369-7214.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 
washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352
PETERSEN PAINTING

Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 
walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-

dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 
Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Great time to call! Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications 

possible. We leave houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very 
reasonable. I have a full crew.  We would be very appreciative to work 

in your home. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

Private Gardening Service
Perennial Care / Containers / Design

FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
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Snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! 
Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Firewood for sale. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 
336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Do you sell insurance?

You can earn lucrative commissions selling seniors Advantage Plans.
Part time or full time. Call Roy at (219) 224-3348

Experienced Painters Wanted for Hotel Room Renovation in 
Chicago!

We are a hospitality company located in Chicago seeking experienced 
painters to help renovate 8 hotel rooms. The ideal candidate will have a 

minimum
of 3 years of professional painting experience and be able to work 

efficiently and effectively to complete the project within a timely manner.
Responsibilities include:

· Preparing surfaces for painting by filling cracks, sanding, cleaning 
surfaces 

· Mixing and matching paint to ensure color consistency
· Applying paint and other finishes to walls, ceilings and trim
· Cleaning up and disposing of all materials and equipment

· Communicating with manager to ensure project stays on schedule 

We offer competitive pay, a room to stay in to eliminate travel time, with 
the possibility of additional projects in the future. If you have a strong 

work ethic, attention to detail and the ability to work independently or as 
part of a team, we would love to hear from you.

Please submit your resume and portfolio of your work for consideration.
Email simon@humbledhospitality.com

Experienced Handyman Wanted for Hospitality Company in 
Chicago!

We are a busy hospitality company located in Chicago looking for a 
reliable and skilled handyman to work a day or two a week on ongoing 

tasks and maintenance. The ideal candidate will have a minimum of 
5 years experience in a variety of hotel and lodging repairs, including 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry and painting. Must have own tools and 

reliable transportation.
Responsibilities include:

• Performing routine maintenance and repairs on hotel rooms and 
common areas.

• Diagnosing & troubleshooting issues with plumbing, electrical and HVAC 
systems.

• Installing and repairing fixtures and appliances.
* Performing carpentry and painting tasks as needed.

• Ensuring guest satisfaction by promptly addressing maintenance 
requests.

We offer competitive pay, a room to stay in for overnights if you like, as 
well as opportunities for growth and advancement within the company. 
If you have a strong work ethic and a passion for providing excellent 

service, we would love to hear from you.
Please submit your resume and references for consideration.

Email simon@humbledhospitality.com
Finishing Touch is looking for daytime PT/FT housekeepers

Holiday pay, vacation pay, transportation a must.
Apply in person Monday-Thursday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

3611 E. U.S. 12, Michigan City

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”

I buy all types of jewelry, sterling flatware, coins.
Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property
Notice is hereby given that the self-storage units listed below will be sold 

on a public website by competitive bidding ending at 10 a.m. Feb. 17, 
2023, at www.lockerfox.com for the property at:

Storage Solutions
4901 U.S. 12

Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 872-4247

No. 72 — Jose Segovia
No. 132 _ Mick Wulff
No. 140 — Mick Wulff

Payments must be made with cash only and paid at the facility within 72 
hrs. All goods are sold as is and must be removed at the time of payment. 

Sale is subjected to adjournment. 
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Looking to purchase two burial plots at Greenwood Cemetery.

Contact Jeff at (219) 861-2628.
HOME WATCH

NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES
Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com 
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515

Mountaintop cabin for rent in Sheridan Beach. Spectacular views of 
lake & skyline. Very private. Unfurnished. Utilities not included. $1,600 

per month. (630) 881-2420.

Behind-the-Scenes Tour
Electricity and an 1897 mansion is the focus of 

the next “Behind-the-Scenes Tour” at 4 p.m. EST 
Saturday, Feb. 11, at South Bend’s Oliver Mansion.

Conducted by Deputy Executive Director Kristie 
Erickson, visitors will learn about the project to up-
grade electricity in the 38-room Copshaholm. That 
includes visits to several rooms, as well as the man-
sion’s lower level.

The program is supported by a Historic Preser-
vation Education Grant from Indiana Landmarks, 
Indiana Humanities and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities.

The mansion is part of what’s known as The His-
tory Museum, 808 W. Washington St.

The tour is limited, and reservations are required. 
Tickets, which are $25, or $20 for members, can be 
purchased at www.historymuseumSB.org or by call-
ing (574) 235-9664.
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Saint Mazie by Jami Attenberg (paperback, 
$14.99, available in bookstores and online; also 
available in hardcover, eBook and audiobook.)

“People ask me why I spend so much time on the 
streets. I tell them it’s where I grew up. These streets 
are dirty, but they’re home, and they’re beautiful to 
me…And if you can’t see why these streets are spe-
cial, then just go home already.” — excerpt from the 
diary of Mazie Phillips-Gordon

This being the Valentine’s Day issue, a story about 
a saint is in order, but this is no ordinary saint.

This historical fi ction introduces a fascinating 
woman who walked the rough streets of New York 
City. Her story is not well-known, but through ex-
tensive family research, Ami At-
tenberg brings to blazing life a 
woman who probably didn’t think 
of herself as a saint — you won’t 
fi nd a Saint Mazie in any church 
record — but to the homeless and 
forgotten men and women of the 
Bowery in New York City in the 
1920s-1940s, she was as close to a 
saint as they would get. 

This is a fi ctional story of the 
very real Mazie Phillips-Gordon, 
who lived in New York City most 
of her life. She was born in Boston 
about 1897 and lived until 1964. 
When asked her age, she would 
only say that she was “over 21.” 
She fi rst came to national atten-
tion in an article by Joseph Mitch-
ell in The New Yorker and was 
later included in his book of essays 
about New York City titled Up in 
the Old Hotel.

Each chapter starts with a short  paragraph from 
the “unpublished autobiography of Mazie Phillips-
Gordon.” The story then unfolds from the pages of 
her personal diary written since the age of 10. Inter-
spersed are present-day interviews with relatives of 
those who knew Mazie. It is a most personal way of 
telling the life of a historical person based not on a 
lot of information...but a lot of heart.

Attenberg has done an exceptional job bringing to 
life not only Mazie and her family, but also the teem-
ing, sad streets of New York City, from the booming 
years after World War I through the collapse of Wall 
Street, the Depression and Prohibition.

“My father is a rat and my mother is a simp.” So 
starts Mazie’s diary on her 10th birthday. From a 
young age, Mazie’s voice is strong and straightfor-
ward; you just know by reading her diary that she 
is as authentic as the Bowery itself.

Older sister Rosie marries Louis Gordon in Bos-
ton, and they go to live in New York. Soon, Rosie 
goes back to Boston and brings her younger sisters, 

Mazie and Jeanie, to New York City to live with her 
and Louis. His business ventures are not exactly ex-
plained because no one really knows if the pies his 
fi ngers are in are legal or illegal. Who knows? One 
legal business he does own is the Venice Theater 
on Park Row. As Mazie reaches teen years, Rosie is 
afraid of her wild ways and begs Louis to give her a 
job at the theater. He installs her in the ticket booth 
out front and Mazie, of course, thinks it’s the end of 

her life.
As the months and years go by, 

Mazie comes to appreciate her job as 
theater patrons know her by name. 
She keeps a fi nger on the pulse of her 
world in the Bowery. She rules her 
booth with an iron fi st, and passes out 
information as well as advice to all 
she meets. She still goes out at night, 
visiting the local saloons — speakeas-
ies through the Prohibition years — 
never afraid to walk the streets of her 
beloved city. Mazie sees the streets 
and people in a whole different way 
from most. While she never fi nds true 
love in her lifetime, she does have a 
lifelong affair with New York City 
and its homeless. She gives change to 
them for a night at a fl ophouse or a 
drink, and a bar of soap so they can 
get a decent bath once in a while. She 
evens call ambulances for those hurt 

or sick. The people of the Bowery come to know and 
respect Mazie for the selfl ess person she is — never 
asking for anything back, only trying to help those 
in need. Even during the darkest days of the De-
pression, Mazie and Louis keep the theater open as 
long as they can so employees have a job.

Mazie certainly was not one of the movers and  
shakers of the 20th century, but to the homeless and 
forgotten people of the lower East Side, she was a 
life preserver in their drowning world. For all that 
she was, not expecting praise for all she did, Mazie 
is one story we should all read, to prove that good 
still exists. There are probably a lot of Mazies out 
there who should be recognized, too.

The fi nal word: I walked with Mazie, I loved with 
Mazie, I hurt with Mazie. I saw a New York City 
that nothing in any guidebook could show me: the 
real city in all its glory and struggles. It is a fantas-
tic journey.

What can I say? Mazie’s story is simply a-Mazing.
Till next time, happy reading and Happy Valen-

tine’s Day!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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