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Happy Trails
by Kim Nowatzke

Laura Moyer (left) and Niki Schmutte are photographed at the Luhr County Park Nature Center, where their offi ces are located. Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

Walking through the grocery store and 
not hearing “There’s Nature Niki!” or 
“Hi Ranger Laura!” will take some get-
ting used to.

That’s because chief naturalist Niki Schmutte 
and recreation-education programmer Laura Moyer 
will soon retire from LaPorte County Parks. Sch-
mutte’s last day is March 2, while Moyer’s is April 6.

Interacting with children is one of the biggest 
things they’ll miss about their jobs.

Moyer, for instance, created Nature’s Tiny Tots 
— a popular year-round program for toddlers/pre-

schoolers — the year after she began her position in 
October 2007. 

“It’s exciting to start with the little kids and see 
them learning things,” she said. “It’s exciting to see 
how they can’t wait to come to ‘school,’ as they call 
it. You get to see them grow up over the years.” 

After nearly three decades, Schmutte’s interac-
tions with local youth have been plentiful as well. 
In her position, she began meeting students right 
in the classroom in 2017. She presented “Reptiles 
and Amphibians Oh My!” to area fi rst- and second-
graders, “Pollinators Plus” to second-graders and 

Continued on Page 2
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mutte said she will miss the Parent Child Discovery 
Days the most, held monthly on Wednesday eve-
nings for 75 minutes. In her 29 years, she carried 
out about 580 programs. Accompanied by a parent 
or grandparent, those who attend can enjoy snacks, 
arts and crafts and presentations. Popular themes 
have been “Oh Deer!,” “Let It Snow,” “Water Wa-
ter Everywhere” and “Where Did They Go?” Some-
times, Cornelius “Corny,” the corn snake that lives 
at Luhr County Park Nature Center, is the center 
of attention. 

Another favorite event is Family Fishing Nights 
held monthly spring through fall. The three-hour 
free program includes the use of poles and bait. 

“So often, I get kids that have never fi shed,” Sch-
mutte said. “When they get that fi rst fi sh, their eyes 
light up. Just teaching them fi shing and relaxing is 
exciting.” 

But, it’s not just children who enjoy LaPorte 
County Parks events. There’s the monthly Healthy 
Lifestyles Group (formerly Senior Lifestyles Group) 
that Moyer started. Over the years, she invited dif-
ferent speakers, such as medical professionals, to 
talk about different subjects. Popular topics covered 
heart disease, Medicare, diabetes, recycling, eating 
clean and gardening. 

“We have so many regulars that you get to know 
them well,” Moyer 
said. 

She will never 
forget walking 
into a dark movie 
theater once and 
hearing a older 
woman call out, 
“Hi Ranger Lau-
ra!”

She appreci-
ates the different 
businesses and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
such as LaPorte 
County Public Li-
brary and LaPorte 
County Soil and 
Water Conserva-
tion District, that 
have partnered 
with the parks de-

“Owls and More” to third-graders. 
In 2022 alone, Schmutte, saw more than 5,000 

children through 144 school group programs, ei-
ther in the classroom or at a LaPorte County park, 
breaking a school and group-program record and an 
attendance record. 

“Those are really fun,” Schmutte said. “They get 
all excited and say, ‘Nature Niki is here today!’ Their 
eyes light up. They typically ask, ‘Do you remember 
my name?’”

While some programs are tailor-made to meet 
state standards, there is a lot of fl exibility in the 
subject matter. 

“We don’t have rigid program requirements,” 
Schmutte explained. “I really like that my job has a 
lot of variety, and we can change according to what 
is popular at the time.”

Moyer agreed, saying she appreciates her job’s  
fl exibility. 

“It’s nice that we can be creative,” she added. 
Many children who attend programs do so after a 

visit from Schmutte to their classroom or fi eld trip 
to one of the parks. 

“Kids will say they want to come to Luhr Park 
and visit,” she 
said. 

Moyer added, 
“They come in 
and say, ‘I brought 
Mom and Dad 
or Grandma and 
Grandpa.’ It’s ex-
citing that we had 
an impact and 
they want to come 
here.”

Over the 
years, Moyer 
and Schmutte 
have worked not 
only with school 
groups, but also 
other youth orga-
nizations such as 
Girls Scouts and 
Boy Scouts. Sch-

Happy Trails Continued from Page 1

Niki Schmutte introduces students to a snake at Red Mill County Park.

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/


February 23, 2023 Page 3
THE

Laura Moyer (left) and Niki Schmutte are retiring after 15.5 and 29 years 
of service, respectively, with LaPorte County Parks. 

Photo by Kim Nowatzke.

Continued on Page 4

partment for various programs.  
Katie Sarver, intrinsic coach and manager for 

Northwest Health’s Community Programs and 
Wellness Outreach, often collaborated with Moyer 
for the Healthy Lifestyles program. 

“Working with Laura over the years with her 
Healthy Lifestyles program has been a fun and en-
lightening experience,” she said. “She’s creative, 
kind, knowledgeable, caring and an all-around 
amazing person to know. Her passion and enthusi-
asm for educating anyone she comes in contact with 
is contagious. I’m excited for this next chapter of 
life for Laura, but I will sure miss working with her, 
sharing stories and helping her develop impactful 
community programming. I’m beyond blessed to be 
able to call Laura my friend.”  

Darlene Sturken says she will miss Schmutte. 
She and her husband, Jack, participated in the pop-
ular two-day Pioneer Days at Creek Ridge County 
Park soon after it began in the early 1990s. While 
he blacksmithed, she focused on creating wooden 
bead necklaces with the children. 

“Jack and I both enjoyed working with her. She’s 
a fun lady,” Darlene Sturken said. “We got started 
with Pioneer Days when Dick Reel encouraged us 
to participate, and she took us in under her wing. I 
hope she has a good time in retirement.” 

Events are a big part of Moyer’s and Schmutte’s 
positions; however, there’s so much more that falls 
under the umbrella of their responsibilities. 

“A lot of people don’t think about all the behind-
the-scenes jobs that we do,” Moyer admitted. 

8 MAPLE STREET      THREE OAKS, MI         
Thursday - Monday 12PM - 5PM | Closed Tuesday + Wednesday

269.340.0346
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For example, as recreation and education pro-
grammer, Moyer not only assisted Schmutte with 
the researching, coordinating, implementing and 
presenting of environmental programs, major festi-
vals, interpretive programs and outdoor recreation-
al programs. She also handled public relations, in-
cluding press releases, feature articles, trade show 
booths and radio and TV appearances. 

“Throughout her time, she developed well-attend-
ed programs, many which we hope to continue after 
she is gone,” LaPorte County Parks Superintendent 
Jeremy Sobecki said. “Her knowledge and expertise 
in programming will be hard to replace.”

Less obvious tasks included developing and main-
taining environmental displays, and assisting in 
maintenance and upkeep, including the care of liv-
ing animals, at Luhr County Park’s Nature Center. 

Moyer has 36 years of experiences in local govern-
ment entities. She began as an offi ce assistant with 
the Michigan City Street Department, then worked 
for the Law Enforcement Division of Indiana De-
partment of Natural Resources as a telecommunica-
tions operator. She next served as offi ce and budget 
manager at the Indiana Department of Transporta-
tion. She was born and raised in Michigan City and 
is an Elston High School graduate.

Moyer has been with her husband, Jeff, for 20 
years and lives in LaPorte with their Havanese dog, 
Bandit. She has been active in volunteering for the 
American Cancer Society and the Indiana Donor 

Happy Trails Continued from Page 3

Laura Moyer leads a pond study fi eld trip at Luhr County Park.

Network. Diagnosed with polycystic kidney disease 
in 1997, she is passionate about research efforts for 
a cure and treatment of the deadly disease. She is 
former chairs and founders of the PKD Foundation 
Northern Indiana Chapter and local PKD Walk. 

Moyer lost 16 family members to the disease be-
ginning with her maternal grandfather in 1940, in 
addition to her mother, Lois New, and in February 
2022, her sister, Debra Paholski. On Dec. 9, 2011, 
she received a kidney transplant from a living donor.

“It began with a Good Samaritan and included 40 
people coast to coast, including my husband,” she 
said. “His sacrifi ce guaranteed my getting my new 
kidney in a “kidney chain” (pairing exchange).”

For Niki, the decision to retire is mixed with nos-
talgia, as she has seen LaPorte County Parks grow 
and blossom over nearly three decades. 

“I’m the only one that has been here this long. At 
one point, I was the youngest, but still here the lon-
gest,” she noted, adding her offi ce has been in three 
different locations. 

Born and raised in Fort Wayne, she graduated 
from Homestead High School and earned her bach-
elor’s degree in recreation management at Bluffton 
College (now Bluffton University) in Bluffton, Ohio. 
After graduation, she worked for the Clark County 
Parks Department as a program coordinator for 18 
months.  She responded to a job posting for her cur-
rent position, which brought her to LaPorte, where 
she currently lives. 

Over the years, she has watched LaPorte County 
Parks grow and change. 

“We’ve never stayed stagnant,” she said with 
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pride. “It’s been a really cool experience to see our 
parks department grow and change over the years. 
Our entire staff gets a say and is able to help make 
decisions on the direction we are going. Our opin-
ions are valued in the parks department.” 

When she began in February 1994, Creek Ridge 
and Luhr were the only two developed sites in the 
parks system. Nothing was developed at Bluhm, 
and Red Mill County Park wasn’t added yet. 

“I remember looking at 
Red Mill, which has 108 acres 
and a state-dedicated nature 
preserve,” Schmutte recalled. 
“As I overlooked the wet-
lands when we were deciding 
to purchase it from the Girl 
Scouts, I remember thinking, 
‘Oh my gosh. We have to get 
this property.’ It was exciting. 
We could now do larger-scale programs inside.” 

When Schmutte started as chief naturalist, there 
were only four full-time staff members. Now, there 
are eight, so it wasn’t uncommon for all four to work 
together on the same program. 

“I will still jump in and mow, paint, take down 
walls…I remember staining the Novak Shelter at 
Creek Ridge County Park at 10 p.m. the night be-
fore its grand opening.” 

Her job duties have changed over the years to 

include supervisory roles, in addition to being re-
sponsible for community environmental education, 
interpretive programs, festivals and special events. 

She assisted the park superintendent with devel-
oping wildlife, forest and wetland habitat improve-
ment, and with developing grant applications for 
park programming, development and enhancement. 

“Niki started with LaPorte County Parks back 
before I graduated high school! She has continued 

to grow and expand pro-
gramming in schools and in 
our parks throughout her ca-
reer,” Sobecki said. “I cannot 
believe how energetic and 
excited she has maintained 
in these 29 years. She will be 
sorely missed by park visi-
tors and school children of 
LaPorte County.”

Schmutte coordinated and directed Nature Cen-
ter activities. Another aspect of her job is publishing 
and editing a quarterly newsletter to promote envi-
ronmental and park programs. Whereas she used 
to send out 200 copies by U.S. mail, she now emails 
more than 3,000. 

It’s just one example of how technology has had 
one of the biggest impacts on her job and the parks 
system. She said it’s not uncommon now to see the 

Open House
The public is invited to a retirement open 

house to honor Nature Niki and Ranger 
Laura from 1:30-4 p.m. Wednesday, March 
1, at Luhr County Park Nature Center, 3178 
S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Continued on Page 6
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public using apps on phones to identify trees and 
plants. 

“Technology has helped me so much over the 
years,” Schmutte said. “It makes my job easier and 
frees up more free time to do more. What a blessing 
to have technology to research and create the kiosks 
– both indoors and outdoors.”

Yet, both Schmutte’s and Moyer’s positions have 
had their diffi cult aspects.

“The challenging part has been getting enough 
volunteers to put on large events like Pioneer Days 
and the former Haunted Trail at Luhr,” Schmutte 
said. 

COVID, of course, had its set of challenges. 
“We had to think way out of the box with virtual 

tours and programs,” Moyer said. 
Schmutte has racked up an impression list of 

awards in the past 29 years. 
In 2009, she re-

ceived the Master 
Interpretive Man-
ager Award from the 
National Association 
for Interpretation 
in the Great Lakes 
region of Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio and 
Ontario. She’s been a 
past recipient of the 
2012 Outstanding 
Professional Award 
from the Indiana 
Park and Recreation 
Association. From 

the Environmental Education Associates of Indi-
ana, she received the Joe Wright Award to “recog-
nize specifi c achievements in the fi eld of environ-
mental education” and The Howard Michaud Award 
for her “long-term devotion, dedication and contri-
bution to environmental education in the state of 
Indiana” (www.eeai.org). 

In November 2022, she received The Sam Car-
man-Warren Gartner Cornerstone Award, also from 
EEAI. While still in high school, she started attend-
ing EEAI conferences, assisting treasurer Doug 
Waldman. She served on the EEAI board in various 
leadership positions and helped with conferences. 

“Doug Waldman was my high school environmen-
tal education teacher,” she explained. “He got me 
interested in this fi eld and is the reason I am doing 
what I am. He is a great mentor and friend.” 

This month, Schmutte and Moyer will receive the 
Conservation Educator of the Year Award from the 
LaPorte County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict. At the March 7 LaPorte County Parks board 
meeting, the two also will receive the Outstanding 
Park Service Award. 

In addition to other awards, Moyer has received 
the Joe Wright award from the EEAI in 2008.

Schmutte looks forward to “moving out of the 
area to enjoy lake life in a different location.” Her 
hobbies include fi shing, boating, kayaking, puzzles 
and playing Pokémon GO. Moyer enjoys camping, 
hiking, traveling, kayaking and antiquing. She 
looks forward to retiring with Jeff in a new location 
that has been a longtime goal.  

Yet, the excitement is bittersweet as she says 
goodbye. 

“This is my favorite job out of all of my jobs,” she 
said. “I wish I would have started here sooner.” 

She wrote in a goodbye message to park staff 
and board, human resources and park patrons, “I 
have had an amazing career and tenure as ‘Ranger 
Laura.’ It has been an honor and privilege to work 
alongside you in educating your children. It has been 
said that you become successful only by helping oth-
ers become successful. I determined then and there 
to make as much of a difference as I could. This has 
never been just a job. Over the years, so many of you 
have touched me in ways I can’t begin to express my 
gratitude. I am a better person because of this experi-
ence, because of all of you. I want to thank you all for 
the amazing opportunities this last 15.5 years has 
afforded me. I can never re-pay all you have given to 
me, and I will never forget you.” 

Schmutte feels equally blessed.
“I have enjoyed the ride, and what a ride it has 

been!,” she said. “I will leave with enough memories 
that will last me a lifetime. My goal on this journey 
was to make a difference, and I hope I have. When 
I think about the LaPorte County Parks, I will al-
ways have a smile on my face. Woohoo!”

Niki Schmutte holds her 2012 Outstand-
ing Professional award from the Indiana 

Parks and Recreation Department.

Happy Trails Continued from Page 5

Laura Moyer is all dressed for a Mom and Son Dance.

http://www.eeai.org
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1114 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

6 BEDROOMS/7 FULL, 4 HALF BATHS
$3,750,000

4114 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
New Buffalo, Michigan
2 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS

$1,595,000

3853 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE
Michiana Shores, Indiana

2 BEDROOMS/1 BATH
$399,000

1521 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana
4 BEDROOMS/4 BATHS

$1,499,000
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By Appointment Only

Angila Keeney 
(219) 871-9340

708 Freyer Road, 
Michigan City

Hair Care, Nails & Facial Waxing

New Clients: 

20% OFF 
your 1st  

Hair Care Service

What I appreciated about “Ant-Man” (2015) was 
that, yes, it’s a Marvel movie…but at the same time,  
it wasn’t. It was sort of the slacker third cousin 
crashing the Marvel party. The key elements were 
there — the unlikely hero, the scientist turned vil-
lain — but the movie wasn’t psyched about it. It was 
just content to be silly, the title character ideally 
suited to Paul Rudd’s laid-back snark…and with a 
climactic sight gag involving Thomas the Tank En-
gine that was spectacularly funny.

Eight years later, we have the third 
entry in the series, “Ant-Man and the 
Wasp: Quantumania.” It’s not a Mar-
vel movie. It is a “Star Wars” movie 
with Marvel characters, downplaying 
laughs for action. You are disappoint-
ed…at fi rst.

Early in the fi lm, we see Rudd’s 
Scott Lang/Ant-Man taking a leisurely 
stroll, all to the tune of the “Welcome 
Back Kotter” theme on the soundtrack. 
Returning director Peyton Reed ap-
pears game to preserve the quirky 
tone. Then, Scott, his daughter, Cassie 
(Kathryn Newton), his girlfriend Hope/
the Wasp (Evangeline Lilly), and her 
parents, Hank (Michael Douglas) and 
Janet (Michelle Pfeiffer), are sucked down in the 
Quantum Realm, a whole world unto itself. Here, 
the story essentially jettisons the laughs and be-
comes a full-blown Marvel movie. Plot takes control 
before leading to a gargantuan, “Avengers: End-
game” climax with an insane amount of effects.

By existing almost entirely in the Quantum 
Realm, that means the most inspired creation of 
the franchise, Michael Peña’s motormouth hipster, 
Luis, is AWOL. What we do get, and what makes 
for engaging visuals, is the movie’s apparent trib-
ute to everything “Star Wars.” The Quantum Realm 
is fi lled with a whole host of slimy, otherworldly 
creatures that invade every nook and cranny of the 
screen. There’s even a bar scene with shades of the 
Cantina sequence from “A New Hope.” And, the 
movie’s villain has a Darth Vader(ish) way of mov-
ing people about solely with the fl ick of a wrist.

Kang, the villain, is the movie’s way of introduc-

ing the new Thanos. He is played by Jonathan Ma-
jors (“Devotion,” Marvel’s Disney+ series “Loki”) in 
a performance unlike most comic book villains. He 
speaks in a defeated tone designed to elicit sympa-
thy, but a seething desire for revenge has a way of 
sneaking to the surface. It’s an extremely controlled 
performance, impressive in how it never veers into 
camp nor infl ated theatrics.

But we also get a cameo by Bill Murray that, for 

the fi rst time in his career, feels like a paycheck-
cashing appearance. This is the guy who was in 
“Zombieland” for all of fi ve minutes, but made you 
laugh just as hard, maybe harder, than the rest of 
the movie. Here, he’s a curious bit of dead space. 
Ditto the return of a previous villain, brought back 
to life as a fl oating head, that may be one of the big-
gest misfi res of any Marvel movie. 

The movie’s big fi nish is just that. Big. Thing is, 
it’s achieved largely through green-screen technol-
ogy, meaning the actors are standing in front of a 
screen, with the effects inserted in post-production. 
As such, there is a fl atness to the action that strips 
it of the immersive effect of something like “Avatar: 
The Way of Water” or the “Lord of the Rings” trilogy.

I was never bored by “Ant-Man and the Wasp: 
Quantumania.” Reed, as a director, knows how to 
pace a story, to keep it lively. The cast is still en-
gaging, even if they don’t really engage with each 
other like they once did. I’m giving the movie a mild 
recommendation because, as a Marvel outing, it en-
tertains. But as an “Ant-Man” sequel, it needs to 
recapture its charm before proceeding further.

“Ant-Man” is Fun, But Missing the Silly Charm of the Original
by Andrew Tallackson

Scott Lang (Paul Rudd, left) faces off against Kane (Jonathan Majors) in “Ant-Man and
the Wasp: Quantumania.”

★ ★ ★
“Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania”

Running time: 125 minutes. Rated PG-13

for violence/action and language.
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Coolspring Elementary – (219) 873-2073
Edgewood Elementary – (219) 873-2079
Joy Elementary – (219) 873-2090
Knapp Elementary – (219) 873-2096
Lake Hills Elementary – (219) 873-2105
Marsh Elementary – (219) 873-2102
Pine Elementary – (219) 873-2114

If your child will be 5 by August 1, it’s time to enroll!

Kindergarten
Round Up!

       To complete all forms, you’ll need PDFs or JPGs of: 

�

NEED HELP? 
Wednesday, March 1 from 12-6pm

Not sure which school serves your neighborhood?
Call (219) 873-2127

Interested in a K-6 Magnet School?
Info and applications for Lake Hills (STEM) and 

Pine (Visual & Performing Arts) now online
at http://educateMC.net/magnets

Visit our website for 
info on YMCA Pre-K 
programs at Pine & 

Center, opening in 
August 2023!

Scan to get 
started!
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http://educateMC.net/kindergarten

Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

College Goal Sunday
Financial-aid professionals will help college-

bound students and their families with the Free Ap-
plication for Federal Student Aid at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 26, at Purdue University Northwest, Technolo-
gy Building, Room 219, 1401 S. U.S. 421, Westville.

The form is required to 
be considered for federal 

and state grants, scholar-
ships and Federal student 

loans at most colleges, univer-
sities and vocational/technical 

schools. It must be fi led by the 
April 15 state priority deadline 

to guarantee state aid. 
Students are asked to attend 

with parent(s) or guardian(s), who 
should take completed 2021 IRS 

1040 tax returns, W-2 Forms and 
other 2021 income and benefi ts infor-

mation. Students who worked should 
take income information. Students 24 

or older may attend alone and take a completed 
2021 IRS 1040 tax return, W-2 Form or other 2021 
income and benefi ts information. Students and 
parent(s) are encouraged to apply for U.S. Depart-
ment of Education FSA IDs at www.studentaid.gov 
before logging in to the event.

Volunteers will walk through the online form line 
by line and answer individual questions. All sites 
offer FAFSA online capabilities, and many have 
Spanish interpreters. 

Students also may win one of fi ve $1,000 scholar-
ships by submitting a completed evaluation auto-
matically entered in a drawing. The winners will be 
notifi ed in the spring and scholarships sent directly 
to the higher education institution selected by the 
winning students.

http://educateMC.net/kindergarten
http://educateMC.net/magnets
http://www.studentaid.gov
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8TH GRADE NIGHT @ MCHS!

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU!
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FREE SWAG BAG for the 
FIRST 100 STUDENTS!

FOR PUBLIC, PRIVATE, CHARTER & HOMESCHOOL FAMILIES
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Wayne A. Dolson
Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

BLUEMOONVINTAGEMARKET.COM

11193 W. Division Road

Westville, Indiana

5,500 square feet of home 
decor, vintage & more

Open Saturdays

10 a.m.-4 p.m. CST

Also Available 

by Appointment

Event Space Availability

Oldtime Dance Society

Valparaiso Oldtime Dance Society will host a family dance from 2-4 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 26 at Barker Hall at Trinity Church, 600 Franklin Square. 

Admission is $8, $4 for 14 and younger and $20 for a family. 
Masks are required.

Lenten Fish Fry
The Queen of All Saints Knights of Columbus 

Council 12951 will host its annual Lenten Fish Fry 
from 4-7 p.m. starting Friday, Feb. 24, and continu-
ing for six consecutive Fridays at the church off 
Barker Avenue.

The dinner includes three pieces of fi sh or 21 
shrimp along with cole slaw, bread and butter, 
baked or French-fried potatoes and free coffee.

The cost is $15 for adults and $12 for seniors. 
“Season Passes” are available for all six dinners at 
$85 for adults and $67 for seniors. Cash, checks and 
credit/debit cards are accepted.

Proceeds benefi t Queen of All Saints Parish and 
School and the community. Visit http://qas.org/kofc 
and choose Fish Fry Tickets from the menu.

“Bulls” Investors Meeting
An informational meeting for anyone interested 

in becoming an investor in the upcoming movie 
“Bulls” is Thursday, Feb. 23.

Email bullsmcin@gmail.com and request to at-
tend. More details will be available then.

http://qas.org/kofc
mailto:bullsmcin@gmail.com
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We’ve Moved!
Visit us at our new location at 1 N. Whittaker Street  

14914 LAKESHORE RD,
LAKESIDE

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

4559 TRAILS END PATH,
ST. JOSEPH

Betty M. Biernacki  269.469.8300

8768 WARREN WOODS RD,
UNION PIER

Dave Camp  269.469.8300

12 RIDGE DRIVE,
DUNE ACRES

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

15123 HAWTHORNE LN,
LAKESIDE

Tracy Frye  269.469.8300

NEW LISTING

10537 KISSMAN DR,
UNION PIER

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

3543 N 700 W,
LAPORTE

Betty Biernacki  269.469.8300

NEW LISTING

411 OAK ST,
THREE OAKS

Sigrid Nutt  269.469.8300

1447 71 1/2 ST,
SOUTH HAVEN

Gary Hardina  269.469.8300
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Notice to Poets
The Village of Three 
Oaks Poetry Board 
seeks original poetry to 

position of Village 
of Three Oaks Poet 
Laureate. 

Upon selection and 
appointment, the 
individual receives a 
$500 honorarium and 
holds the title for the 
2023-2024 calendar 
year. 

In addition, a Junior Poet 
Laureate for youth 12 and 
younger receives a $250 
honorarium.

The submission 
deadline is March 31, 

2023, and must include: 
name, address, email 
address & telephone 
number. The poetry 

board will reserve the 
right to publish the 
submitted works.

Submissions of (3-5)  
original poems should  

be made to:
Poetry Board
P.O. Box 153

Three Oaks, MI 49128
or email to  

info@harborarts.com

The Poet Laureate is a program of Harbor Arts

La Lumiere News
La Lumiere School Senior Ashlynn Shade will 

join the nation’s best high school basketball players 
March 28 to compete in the annual McDonald’s All-
American game.

Shade is La Lumiere’s fi rst girls basketball play-
er to achieve the status, and the 
only Indiana basketball player in 
this year’s event. She was one of 24 
out of 100,000 student-athletes cho-
sen. This season, she averages 25 
points, 10 rebounds and six assists 
per game.

“There have been so many great 
athletes that have been a part of 
this tradition, whether that be NBA 
or WNBA, and I am super excited 

about the opportunity,” Shade said in 
a press release. Kobe Bryant, Michael Jordan, Can-
dace Parker and Maya Moore were McDonald’s All-
Americans. 

Shade offi cially received her All-American jersey 
at La Lumiere’s Feb. 10 girls basketball game. After 
graduating, she will compete at the University of 
Connecticut.

The McDonald’s All-American game is March 28 
at Toyota Center in Houston.

❑

The Winter La Lu Players will present Laurie 
Brooks’ “Triangle” through Thursday, Feb. 23.

The free performances are at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 21, 4 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 22, and 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 23.

The dual-setting play connects events leading to 
The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1911, and 
the bedroom of two stubborn present-day sisters, 
populated with ghosts, blackmailers and would-be 
lovers.

Performances, held in the Fine Arts Building on 
campus, 6801 N. Wilhelm Road, are supported by 
the La Lumiere Arts Council.

Shade

Michigan City Video Fest 2023 
The Michigan City Video Fest is accepting sub-

missions for the event held the fi rst weekend in 
May, with times and venues announced later.

Priority goes to regional makers and subject mat-
ter, the top concern being the highest quality mate-
rial available. However, videos from both coasts, as 
well as from Europe and Australia, have debuted in 
the festival. All genres will be considered, such as 
animation, documentaries, music videos, commer-
cials and trailers. The preference is videos shorter 
than 5 minutes, but invitations may be extended for 
longer ones. There are no prizes or awards.  

Submission forms, requirements and more de-
tails are available at http://MCVideoFest.com and 
Facebook.com/MCVideoFest

mailto:info@harborarts.com
http://MCVideoFest.com
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 Saturday, March 4, 2023 9 AM - 5 PM
 Sunday, March 5, 2023 9 AM - 4 PM

Contact Builders 219-326-0624 for more information or visit www.balc.org

http://www.balc.org
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WINTER
SPECIAL

 

24 BREWS ON TAP
OPEN 7 DAYS

New " "
PIZZA

Johnny V Every TUES

OPEN MIC Every WED

Feb 17 Neil Allesee
Feb 18 Cosmic Countrymen

Feb 24 Kasim Whiting
Feb 25 Kegs & Eggs Event - 

9:30 am Johnny V 
Feb 25 Shelf Ice Party - 

4 pm Sketch Dog

MON - FRI 11AM TO 5PM

FEBRUARY SPECIAL

Michigan City Art League
Michigan City Art League has unveiled its spring 

session of classes.  
The lineup is:

• March 2: Susan Ballew will demonstrate custom 
matting and framing techniques. Students may 
take a small piece to be matted and framed, as well 
as watercolor supplies to create a small painting.

• March 9: Dori Huber will demonstrate acrylic 
painting as students create a 16x20 work. Can-
vases will be available for $2 each.

• March 23, 30: Paul Ortega will present  the “Art 
of Love” using watercolor and resin.

• April 6: No class.
• April 13, 20: Bill Cavalier will present pen and 

ink drawing.
• April 27, May 4. Jane Cowley will present “Loos-

en up your Style with Acrylics.”
• May 11: Betsy Fleek will present “Birds: Part II.” 

Using watercolors, learn how to add color and de-
tail to bird paintings. Take an unfi nished paint-
ing from last session or try a new one.

• May 18: Suzie Rosso will highlight techniques for 
drawing the fi gure.

• May 25: Last class (social time). Take art for a cri-
tique. An art auction and snacks are planned.
Annual membership dues are $25, and each semes-

ter class fee (12 weeks of classes) is $35. Classes are 
from 6:30-9 p.m. Thursdays in the Queen of All Saints 
Catholic School cafeteria, 1715 E. Barker Ave. Mem-
bership and class fees may be paid to the Art League, 
P.O. Box 9720, Michigan City IN 46360, or the fi rst 
day of class. Arrive by 6:15 p.m. because spots fi ll up 
quickly. All skill levels are welcome. Required materi-
als will be listed and emailed. Some supplies will be 
available and some sold for a small fee. 

Contact Kadie O’Connor at (219) 214-2349 or 
Kd3627@hotmail.com for more details.

mailto:Kd3627@hotmail.com
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Monday Musicale will present the program “Hav-
ing Children,” hosted by George Maslankowski, at 
7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27, at First United Methodist 
Church, 121 E. Seventh St.

Performers include Maslankowski on clarinet, pi-
anists Dennis Brittain and Bev Griffi th and Debra 
Sawyer on voice and harp. Sue Cassler and Felicia 
Thomas will present a medley of vocal duets, while 
Dan Moser will sing and play banjo, guitar and bass.

There is no admission charge; however, donations 
can be made to the scholarship fund. 

Interested in advertising in the Dining Guide? Call us today at (219) 879-0088

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website, Now offering online ordering through our website, 
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

615 Indiana 212, Michigan City
(219) 999-9918

Dine in or Carryout

Bar 

Find our menu at:

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

We’re
OPEN!

Monday Musicale
Monday Musicale’s Student Awards Competition 

is Sunday, April 16. Students in grades 4-12 may 
audition in the following divisions: keyboard (piano 
or organ); instrumental (strings or winds); voice; 
and musical theater (choreographed vocal presenta-
tion). Adults may compete for the Guerrucci Award 
for improvisation on a hymn, or apply for an Organ 
Lesson Grant for Pianists. A form and brochure with 
complete information are available on the Monday 
Musicale Michigan City Facebook page or by con-
tacting Cassler at susan.cassler@comcast.net

mailto:susan.cassler@comcast.net
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“Argentina, 1985” represents the new breed of 
foreign fi lm. Used to be, you had to slip into a dif-
ferent mindset as the viewer. Today, the next gen-
eration of fi lmmakers is telling stories having been 
groomed on a steady Hollywood diet.

“Argentina, 1985,” now streaming on Prime and 
nominated for Best International Feature Film, re-
counts the true story of the “Trial of the Juntas,” the 
legal attempt to prosecute high-ranking military of-
fi cials involved in mass genocide. That may sound 
diffi cult, but the movie is Hollywood all the way. It 
is an underdog legal thriller, with surprising levity, 
where a scrappy team takes on the trial of the cen-
tury. There are elements of “Bridge of Spies,” “Erin 
Brockovich” and “Reversal of Fortune,” with direc-
tor/producer/co-writer Santiago Mitre staging the 
proceedings with a square, old school approach.

Indeed, this powerful movie is a reminder that 
the line between Hollywood and “international” cin-
ema is forever blurring.

As the fi lm begins, it’s not yet been two years 
since Argentina’s last dictatorship was overthrown, 
a democratic government now in control. When the 
military courts decide not to press charges against 
offi cials accused of crimes against humanity, the 
government steps in, corralling public prosecutor 
Julio César Strassera to lead the way. He’s played 
by Ricardo Darin in a performance that defi es con-
vention. Typically, you get the attorney who puts 

the law over family, all leading to the big scene 
where the distraught wife calls him out for ignor-
ing his children. Here, it’s the opposite. Julio, wick-
edly played by Darin like he’s just chewed through 
a bottle of Tums, is terrifi ed by the assignment, to 
the point of being so paranoid, he is convinced his 
daughter’s new boyfriend is a military mole. Ironi-
cally, it is his family that insists he grow a pair. Step 
up and do what’s right.

In the “old days” of foreign fi lms, “Argentina, 
1985” might have taken a harder-edged approach. 
Depict scenes of actual kidnapping and torture. Mi-
tre, however, is almost family friendly. He embraces 
the scruffy legal-eagle approach. With senior law-
yers too fearful to touch the case, Julio and deputy 
prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo (Peter Lanzani) 
recruit a ragtag band of young graduates and inex-
perienced lawyers. This group is so motley, they’re 
almost cuddly. Can-do idealists ready to take on the 
system. And Mitre piles on the expected embellish-
ments: handwritten death threats, bullying phone 
calls, car explosions. Everything required to ampli-
fy how important the case is.

“Argentina, 1985” Takes Powerful Look at the “Trial of the Juntas”
by Andrew Tallackson

Julio César Strassera (Ricardo Darin, center) and Luis Moreno Ocampo (Peter Lanzani, far left) recruit young graduates 
and inexperienced lawyers for their monumental case in “Argentina, 1985.”

★ ★ ★
“Argentina, 1985”

Running time: 140 minutes. Prime.

Rated R for language.

1/2
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It is when the trial begins in 1985, as Julio and 
his team bring forth witnesses, that “Argentina, 
1985” grabs you with an emotional pull that nev-
er relents. The most devastating is a woman, with 
zero ties to any guerilla activity, who recounts being 
dragged from her home and forced to give birth in 
deplorable conditions. No courtroom histrionics, no 
cheap emotions, just a woman mustering every bit 
of courage to speak the truth.

Much of the humor of “Argentina, 1985” comes 
from the older Julio getting reality checks from his 
younger team. I am reminded of the scenes of him 
trying out his closing argument, the detached looks 
on everyone’s faces, as if he’s just read to them from 
a tax audit. If he’s going to win this case, they argue, 
he must hammer home the point of the trial. And 
that, he does. Julio’s closing argument begins almost 
procedural, then, sentence by sentence, emerges as 
a stirring plea for humanity, closing with the words 
nunca más, which translates to “never again.” How 
Mitre captures the reaction, fi rst in silence, then 
through emerging cries of support, we are reminded 
of a point in time, some 40 years earlier, when geno-
cidal horror pushed a certain people to the brink of 
extinction. The power of the performances, the im-
ages, I broke down, choked up.

Mitre has taken a subject that needed to be told 
and staged it in a way that speaks to audiences 
wherever across the globe they see it. It may not 

Julio César Strassera (Ricardo Darin, left) antagonizes
his legal opposition during the trial.

stand a chance against “All Quiet on the Western 
Front” at the Oscars. That fi lm was a monumental 
achievement. But it, too, tells a diffi cult story in the 
most human way, and with nearly the same impact. 
It deserves to be seen.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Story idea? Call us at (219) 879-0088

Open Monday-Saturday 9 am-6 pm, Sunday Noon-4 pm
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by William Halliar

Among the more famous individuals born and 
raised in Michigan City was Richard Gordon Hatch-
er, Gary’s fi rst black mayor who served fi ve terms 
(1968-1988).

Hatcher was born in Michigan City on July 10, 
1933, during the height of the Great Depression. 
His father worked at the Pullman plant while his 
mother did factory work to support the family. 
Their home was in the segregated neighborhood 
called The Patch. The youngest of 13 children in a 
struggling household, he grew up introverted with a 
stuttering problem and slight blindness in one eye. 
Despite these disadvantages, he worked hard and 
excelled in his studies. He loved athletics and be-
came a prominent track and football star in high 
school.

After graduating from Elston High School in 
1951, he received an athletic scholarship to attend 
Indiana University and enrolled that fall. He must 
have made a positive impression on his peers and 
adults in the community: Local churches, even sib-
lings, helped with his expenses.

Hatcher excelled through the rigors of college life 
and study, even as he continued with track practice 
and a part-time job. While a sophomore, he became 
interested in politics and the civil rights movement. 
He joined the local NAACP chapter. During that time, 
he helped organize a protest against a segregated lo-
cal restaurant, launching his career as an activist.

In 1956, Hatcher, recognized on IU’s dean’s list, 
received a bachelor’s degree in business and govern-
ment. The degree was awarded with honors in crim-
inal law. He went on to receive a Juris Doctorate 
from Valparaiso University School of Law in 1959.

Politics and activism were his callings, and he 
set his cap to join the fray. His initial venture was 
in 1958 when he lost his fi rst bid in a Democratic 
primary, coming in fourth as candidate for Michi-
gan Township Justice of the Peace. In 1959, he was 
admitted to the bar and decided to make Gary his 
home base for future political endeavors. He set up 
a law practice and won a high-profi le extradition 
case that earned him the position of Lake County 
deputy county prosecutor.

Hatcher was elected to the Gary City Council in 
1963 and soon to president, making him the fi rst 
and only fi rst-term councilman to attain that post. In 
this position, he continued to champion civil rights.

In 1966, a group of Gary citizens recruited Hatch-
er to run for mayor. That same year, Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey invited him and several others 
to the White House to discuss African-American 
complaints over the slow progress of civil rights un-
der then President Lyndon Johnson. 

In 1967, Hatcher agreed to make a run for may-
or under the banner of his campaign slogan, “New 
Freedom.” In the primary election, he challenged in-
cumbent mayor Martin Katz and won by just 2,300 
votes. He went on to win the general election to be-
come, that year, one of the fi rst African Americans 
elected as mayor to U.S. cities of more than 100,000 
people. He shared this honor with Cleveland mayor 
Carl Stokes.

One interesting aside is a story told by his friend, 
Jesse Jackson. Although many famous entertainers 
wanted to perform at Hatcher’s inauguration, he 
insisted a little-known group from Gary have the 
honors...so the Jackson Five performed that day.

Hatcher went on to serve fi ve terms as mayor. 
Among his accomplishments was to reduce illegal 
gambling in the city to near zero. He also worked to 
purge his police department of corruption and cro-
nyism. He was known to use innovative approaches 
to begin solving the city’s problems. Hatcher be-
came known as a trailblazer and was credited for 
changing the face of politics for future generations.

He is credited with being one of the fi rst mayors 
of a major city to use federal funds to build afford-
able public housing. After several terms in offi ce, 
he had managed to ensure that many of the city’s 
department heads were black, including the police 
and fi re departments.

Infrastructure improvement was high on Hatch-
er’s “to do” list, as he began to resurface crumbling 
streets and provide regular garbage pickup for poor-
er neighborhoods. Remembering the struggles of his 
youth, he worked to create job-training programs 
for underprivileged teens.

In addition to his mayoral responsibilities, Hatch-
er remained keenly interested in civil rights. He or-
ganized the National Black Political Conventions in 
Gary in 1972 and 2016.

Karen Freeman-Wilson, the Gary mayor from 
2012 to 2019 recalled, “He literally opened the door 
to black political empowerment on the local level, 
state level and federal level. He sent a message 
across the country, and he gave rise to other black 
mayors in small and big cities.” 

Hatcher served as vice chairman of the Demo-
cratic National Committee from 1981-1985 and 
served as committee chairman for Jesse Jackson’s 
1984 presidential bid.

Even with all these efforts, Hatcher could do noth-
ing about the Gary steel industry, which began to 
decline even as he fi rst took offi ce. Steel mills began 
to reduce workforces; some closed altogether. Work-
ers who relied on the mills to support their families 
were forced to move from Gary to seek other em-

Civil Rights Activist/Gary’s First Black Mayor Was a Michigan City Native

Richard Hatcher served fi ve terms as Gary mayor, from 1968-1988.

Ragen Hatcher followed in her father’s political footsteps. She is now a 
member of the Indiana House of Representatives.

Continued on Page 22
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ployment. The city’s population declined, and with 
the lack of other opportunities, crime increased. 

Homes were abandoned until nearly one third of 
the buildings in the city became vacant and decay-
ing. As stated in a post on www.BLACKPAST.org, 
“as a result, Gary became the national symbol of 
post-industrial America.”

Ragen Hatcher, who followed in her father’s po-
litical footsteps, is now a member of the Indiana 
House of Representatives. She said after his death 
that her father “always did what was right even if it 
was not an easy fi ght to win.” 

In addition to Ragen, Hatcher and his wife, 
Ruthellyn, had two daughters, Rachelle and Renee. 
Ragen Hatcher told The Beacher she remembers her 
father fondly. He was a family man, always home 
for dinner no matter how busy he was with matters 
at City Hall. Ragen would often tag along with her 
father as he spent days in his offi ce.

He was sometimes chided by peers because he 
had daughters, no sons, to which he would quip, 
“My girls can do anything that your boys can do.”

Ragen fondly remembers visiting Michigan City, 
where her aunts and uncles lived, while she was 
growing up in Gary.

“We would play on the beautiful beach and hold 
our family reunions there,” she said. 

She recounts the year her father was elected 
mayor, and the controversy over an African Ameri-
can running for such an important offi ce in a major 
city.

Just as she is proud of her father, Ragen Hatcher 
remembers, “He was always proud of his girls.”

After his many terms as mayor, he took a teach-
ing position at Valparaiso University. While there, 
he encouraged his daughters to obtain law degrees. 
He told them, “If you graduate from law school, you 
will never have to worry about supporting your-
self. After you graduate with that degree, you can 
do anything that you want to do.” Each of the girls 
ended up following their father’s advice, becoming 
lawyers in their own right.

After Ragen graduated from law school, a position 

Continued From Page 21

opened on the Gary City Council. Richard Hatcher 
encouraged his daughter to “go for it,” and she won 
the seat. Regan suspects his ulterior motive was to 
keep his oldest daughter close to home.

Because of shared civil rights goals, the Hatcher 
family remained close with the family of the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson.

“Their family visited us often, and we are still 
close,” Ragen says, “but we thought that we were a 
normal family and dad was just dad.”

Richard Hatcher partnered with Jackson in found-
ing Operation People United to Save Humanity.

In 1988, after Hatcher left the mayor’s offi ce, he 
founded his own consulting fi rm in Gary: R. Gor-
don Hatcher & Associates. He also began teaching 
political science at Roosevelt University in Chicago 
and law at Valparaiso University.

Ragen speaks with pride of her father’s accom-
plishments after he left the mayor’s offi ce. He co-
founded TransAfrica, which worked to change 
America’s policy toward Africa, and to free Nelson 
Mandela in 1990. 

In 1989, Hatcher worked as a Fellow at the In-
stitute of Politics of Harvard’s Kennedy School. He 
taught a course at Cambridge University in Eng-
land and a political science course at Roosevelt 
University. In 1991, he threw his hat in the ring for 
Gary mayor, but was unsuccessful.

Hatcher died Dec. 13, 2019. In his lifetime, he 
wrote numerous articles about urban affairs, civil 
rights, politics and law. He received several awards 
and honors for his dedication to bettering the com-
munity. His passion for politics and civil rights will 
not be forgotten.

Richard and Ragen Hatcher, photographed together.

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

http://www.BLACKPAST.org
http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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The People

Meet Edmund Lawler
Area of Residence: Michiana, 
Mich.
Title: Correspondent.
Years with The Beacher: 
Since 2018.
What I love about my work: 
I get to meet and interview 
interesting, accomplished people 
in the area.
Favorite story/assignment 
and why:  I especially enjoyed 
profiling Angeline Boulley, 
the best-selling author of 
“Firekeeper’s Daughter.” A 
Native American raised in New 
Buffalo, Angeline shared her 
fascinating life story with me 
and our readers.

Favorite movies: “Apocalypse 
Now” directed by Francis Ford 
Coppola.
Favorite books/authors: Ken 
Kesey’s “Sometimes a Great 
Notion.”
Favorite singers/music: Jeff 
Tweedy of Wilco.
Favorite TV shows: 
“Succession” and “Schitt’s 
Creek.”
TV shows I’m watching now: 
travel-related programs.
Favorite food: Tacos.
Favorite pro sports team: 

Photo by Bob 
Wellinski

 Paper

Chicago White Sox.
Reason I love living in this area: Lake Michigan.
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We cinephiles have a soft spot for Bill Nighy. He 
carries himself with the stuffy demeanor of a “Mas-
terpiece Theatre” regular. An aristocratic air. Then, 
he delights in sabotaging that very image, reveling 
in mischief. A sneaky, rebellious streak in comedies 
like “Love, Actually” (2003) and “Shaun of the Dead” 
(2004). Heck, he even snuck in a vampire fl ick: the 
2003 video-game adaptation “Underworld.”

But with “Living,” which scored the 73-year-old 
his fi rst Oscar nomination, the actor takes you on a 
most delicate journey, one we think we have fi gured 
out, arriving at closing passages that achieve a frag-
ile perfection.

Director Oliver Hermanus certainly has lofty 
ambitions, remaking Akira Kirusawa’s 1952 fi lm 
“Ikiru,” about a terminally ill bureaucrat searching 
for meaning in life. But in tapping Kazuo Ishiguro 
(“The Remains of the Day,” “Never Let You Go”) to 
fashion the screenplay (itself an Oscar nominee), 
this update is about living in ways we never see 
coming.

Set in 1953 London, we meet the employees 
of a county department drowning in paperwork. 
Dwarfed by mountains of it on their desks, mis-
shapen piles that refl ect the whole sloppy mess of 
the building: nothing gets done, routine requests 
passed from offi ce to offi ce.

Heading this particular department is Rodney 
Williams (Nighy), and it is no coincidence one of 
his female employees, Margaret (Aimee Lou Wood, 
delightful), secretly refers to him as “Mr. Zombie.” 
He sits at his desk frozen like a statue. There is no 

life to him. He lives without living. And much of his 
staff has settled into a groove where little gets ac-
complished.

When Rodney learns he has six months to live, 
he makes an uncharacteristic move, ditching work 
and heading to a seaside resort with the intention of 
offi ng himself. When he can’t go through with it, an 
insomniac writer (Tom Burke), learning Rodney’s 
fate, encourages him to live a little. Problem is, even 
Rodney admits, he doesn’t know how.

Sounds like we’ve got “Living” fi gured out. Nighy 
will go into full “Bill Nighy” mode, cutting loose 
with carpe diem vigor. Another riff on his “Love, Ac-
tually” rascal. And that might have been fun, but 
convenient. Potentially maudlin and manipulative.

For a while in “Living,” we aren’t quite clear of 
Hermanus’ intentions as director. He seems preoc-
cupied with style for style’s sake, vigorously recre-
ating the time period. The lush colors are, indeed, 
gorgeous, but the drastic shifts in camera angles 
and music choices on the soundtrack draw attention 
to themselves. It’s showoffy.

Nighy, however, maintains a tight ship with his 
performance and, ultimately, the fi lm itself. Rod-
ney loosens up a bit, learns to sneak in a smile, but 
he doesn’t descend into some 1950s party animal. 

Bill Nighy Achieves a 
Career High in “Living”

by Andrew Tallackson

★ ★ ★ ★
“Living”

Running time: 102 minutes. Rated PG-13

for some suggestive material and smoking.
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He’s still the reserved English-
man, but fully aware of existing 
on borrowed time. You can feel it, 
in scenes where he clings to mo-
ments away from work with Mar-
garet. He’s not pining for her ro-
mantically, but more grasping at 
straws, as if her very vitality will 
somehow rub off on him.

It comes as a surprise, then, 
that the movie does not end with 
Rodney’s death, instead allowing 
it to occur at the three-quarters 
mark. Then, something profound 
happens. We see Rodney, in his 
fi nal weeks and days, through 
the eyes of those who worked for 
him. Through them, we come to a 
state of enlightenment. For Rod-
ney, “living” is not about living it 
up, but achieving something small, but signifi cant. 
Something that makes him happy. Proud. We see it 
in the way Nighy carries himself, with a renewed 
vigor.

The fi nal scenes are so quiet, almost hymn-like 
through Emilie Levienaise-Farrouch’s achingly 
beautiful score, that I often held my breath for sec-
onds at a time, fearful of breaking the spell the mov-
ie cast over me. It was as if I had witnessed a man 

Rodney Williams (Bill Nighy) opens up about his terminal illness to a former coworker, Margaret 
(Aimee Lou Wood).

who, by all accounts, was unremarkable, but whose 
own personal victory achieved a state of grace be-
fore death.

By the end, Nighty has moved us with a smile. A 
posture that suggests purpose. A gaze that conveys 
peace.

What a beautiful achievement.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 33 years in business
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And the Nominees Are...
PICTURE

“All Quiet on the Western Front”
“Avatar: The Way of Water”
“The Banshees of Inisherin”
“Elvis”
“Everything Everywhere All at Once”
“The Fabelmans”
“TÁR”
“Top Gun: Maverick”
“Triangle of Sadness”
“Women Talking”

DIRECTOR
Martin McDonagh, “The Banshees of 
Inisherin”
Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert,
“Everything Everywhere All at Once”
Steven Spielberg, “The Fabelmans”
Todd Field, “TÁR”
Ruben Östlund, “Triangle of Sadness”

ACTOR
Austin Butler, “Elvis”
Colin Farrell, “The Banshees of Inisherin”
Brendan Fraser, “The Whale”
Paul Mescal, “Aftersun”
Bill Nighy, “Living”

ACTRESS
Cate Blanchett, “TÁR”
Ana de Armas, “Blonde”
Andrea Riseborough, “To Leslie”
Michelle Williams, “The Fabelmans”
Michelle Yeoh, “Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”

SUPPORTING ACTOR
Brendan Gleeson, “The Banshees 
of Inisherin”
Brian Tyree Henry, “Causeway”
Judd Hirsch, “The Fabelmans”
Barry Keoghan, “The Banshees 
of Inisherin”
Ke Huy Quan, “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once”

SUPPORTING ACTRESS
Angela Bassett, 
“Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever
Hong Chau, 
“The Whale”
Kerry Condon, “The
Banshees of Inisherin”
Jamie Lee Curtis, 
“Everything
Everywhere All at Once”
Stephanie Hsu, 
“Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”

Rules for The Beacher’s Beat the Editor Contest:
Check one box in each category. Only one entry per person. Entries from 

Beacher employees will not be accepted. Forms can be dropped off at The 
Beacher or submitted by mail to: The Beacher, Attn: Oscar Contest, 911 
Franklin St., Michigan City, IN 46360. Only scanned copies will be allowed 
by email to atallackson@gmail.com. The deadline is noon Friday, March 3. 
Editor Andrew Tallackson’s picks will appear in the March 9 edition, be-
fore the March 12 telecast. Those who beat his picks will be placed into a 
drawing. First place receives a $25 Swingbelly’s gift certificate and an AMC 
movie pass. Second place receives an AMC movie pass. If no one beats him, 
readers with the most correct picks will be placed into the drawing. The 
winner will be revealed in the March 23 edition.

Name:
City/Town:
Phone Number:

 Contest
sponsor

Swingbellys!

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com


February 23, 2023 Page 27
THE

Feature Entrees Tuesday - Saturday

Voted BEST STEAK 2022 by LPHD Readers 

Chesterton Art Center
Chesterton Art Center will host its free Family 

Art Day, where families can create art and tour the 
new exhibit, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25. 

With guidance from the CAC team, families will 
explore the “Sense 
of Place” exhibit 
that celebrates 
work from the In-
diana Dunes Na-
tional Park Art-
ist-in-Residence 
program. Visitors 
then move into the 
classroom to cre-
ate dunes-inspired 
artwork, including 
collage birds, mixed-media beach scenes and plant 
study accordion books. All supplies are provided, 
and families should dress to get messy.

Register at tinyurl.com/mvnhazpk or call (219) 
926-4711. 

❑

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center 
at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for 
more details.

Applications for AED Grants
Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte is accepting 

applications for Automated External Defi brillator  
grants from nonprofi t local organizations, schools 
and government through March 31.

The grants are through the “When Seconds 
Count: AED Initiative.” More information and the 
grant portal are available at www.hfl aporte.org/
when-seconds-count-aed  

HFL also works with the LaPorte County AED 
Collective to provide guidance on education and 
maintenance, and monitor the locations of AEDs 
here. Visit//tinyurl.com/yv2wbx6r for details.

HFL opened the AED grant-application process in 
February to coincide with American Heart Month.  
Through “When Seconds Count,” it has awarded 
137 AEDs, along with cabinets and signage, totaling 
more than $276,000 in LaPorte County since 2017.

http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.hfl
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Cabin Fever HamFest
Cabin Fever HamFest, sponsored by the LaPorte 

County Amateur Radio Club, is from 7 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 25, at LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 
1001 Ridge St.

The event includes free parking, food and door 
prizes, with Volunteer Examiner testing at 9 a.m. 
General admission is $8. Visit http://lpcarc.org/
hamfest or call (219) 851-2133 for updates.

Commission for Women
To celebrate International Women’s Day, Michi-

gan City Commission for Women will host a round-
table conversation and luncheon, “Embrace Equity 
for Access to Healthcare for Women.”

The free event, which includes discussion on the 
commission’s priority of eliminating maternal and 
infant mortality, is from noon-2 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 8, at Krueger Memorial Park, 801 Liberty 
Trail. Lunch is provided.

Participating groups include: Minority Health 
Partners of LaPorte; Women’s Infants and Children-
Northwest Indiana Community Action; Franciscan 
Health PreNatal Assistance Program; Dunebrook; 
and doula Susan Enamorado. RSVP with name(s) 
and/or organizations by email by March 1 to 
commissionforwomen@emichigancity.com

Wolfpack Roundup
Area eighth-graders are invited to Michigan City 

High School’s annual Wolfpack Roundup at 6 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 24, in the Michigan City High School 
auditorium, 8466 W. Pahs Road.

The event is open to families of current eighth-
graders: those who attend Michigan City Area 
Schools, private or charter schools or are home-
schoolers. Families with older students considering 
a transfer to MCHS are welcome.

Prospective students can learn about the school’s 
individualized learning paths, including Honors 
College, Early College, Core Academy and career-
tech certifi cations. Parents and students can learn 
about ways to earn college credits, such as AP and 
dual credits, as well as the Indiana College Core at 
MCHS, one of the region’s only schools to offer it.

Eighth-graders can attend “Friday Night Live,” 
which coincides with the Wolfpack Roundup. The 
event happens a few times throughout the year and 
typically is open only to current MCHS students. It 
is a free open-gym event with basketball, volleyball, 
a video game truck, pop-up art, movies, music and 
free food. Eighth-graders may stay until the event 
is over at 10 p.m., with or without parents.

More details are available at www.EducateMC.
net/MCHS, or call Danielle Reed, MCHS school 
counseling department chair, at (219) 873-2044.

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

http://www.EducateMC
mailto:commissionforwomen@emichigancity.com
http://lpcarc.org/
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Area scrapbookers and crafters are invited to 
the “14th Annual 4-H Clover Crop,” sponsored by 
LaPorte County 4-H Boosters and Alumni, from 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, March 11, at the LaPorte 
County Fairgrounds Small Projects Building, 2501 
W. Indiana 2.

The $30 donation for adults ($35 after Feb. 27) 
and $20 for students includes table space, break-
fast, lunch, contests, prizes and goodie bags. Also 
planned are classes, make ‘n takes, a silent auction 
and home-based businesses. All proceeds support  
program activities and scholarships to benefi t La-
Porte County 4-H Club members.

Call Angela Lile at (574) 910-0404, visit 14th 
Annual 4-H Clover Crop on Facebook or email 
angrlile@gmail.com for more details. Registration 
forms also are available at the Purdue Extension 
LaPorte County offi ce, 2857 W. Indiana 2, Suite A, 
LaPorte.

4-H Clover Crop

Crafters at the 2022 Clover Crop.

Rotary Club Scholarships
The Rotary Club of Michigan City Foundation is 

offering $2,000 scholarships to two high-school se-
niors served by Michigan City Area Schools and ex-
emplifying Rotary’s motto “Service Above Self.”

Application and letters of recommendation must 
be postmarked no later than March 24. The appli-
cation can be accessed at http://www.mcrotary.org 
(see the homepage blue banner “2023 Scholarship 
Application”).

The foundation, in honor of J.M. Ruby, Robert 
Schwartz and A.K. Smith, funds the two scholar-
ships. To be eligible, students must:
• Have a minimum of a “C” average in high school 

(class rank will not be considered).
• Graduate from any accredited high school before 

June 30, 2023.
• Plan to attend post-secondary education in fall 

2023.
The scholarship is paid directly to the winner’s 

post-secondary education school.

Kevin Murphy Products

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

mailto:angrlile@gmail.com
http://www.mcrotary.org
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NMLS# 1418684

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Kelly Guhlstorf
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 650-6525

HorizonBank.com

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

EMAIL INFO@NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM
WWW.NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM

CONTACT CURT CIPARES

219-221-6249
SCAN FOR OUR

CONTACT FORM!

A SUBSIDARY OF NWI DEVELOPMENT GROUP

WHITE GLOVE IS A MICHIGAN CITY, 
INDIANA BASED CONSTRUCTION 

FIRM COMPRISED OF EXPERIENCED 
PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTORS.  

OUR SERVICES ARE TAILOR-MADE TO 
SUIT YOUR NEEDS WITH AN ACUTE 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL, PROVIDING 
YOU, THE CUSTOMER, “A TURN-KEY 

CONSTRUCTION EXPERIENCE.”

WG WHITE GLOVE
A TUR N - KEY C O NSTRUCT I O N  EXPER IEN CE

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library is changing overhead lighting to LED 
fi xtures. They will feature automatic ambient light-
ing, centralized controls for turning on and off and 
conservation in unoccupied public areas. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, but 
reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas under 
the work zone will be closed. The goal is to mini-
mize closure time to its collections and services. The 
meeting rooms will close while work is done. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Great Decisions at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27. 

The foreign-policy discussion program returns for 
its 25th season. The discussion is “War Crimes.” 
Reading material is available at the circulation 
desk. Call 873-3049 for more details. 

• Makerspace: open lab hours from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays in February. Youth ages 6-17 can cre-
ate with LEGO WeDo, Micro Bits, paper circuits 
and Ozobots. Children 12 and younger must have 
a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 

Michigan City Public Library
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

❑
The library seeks volunteers to help at least one 

day a week during tax season (February-April) 
through the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program. The IRS provides some training, and vol-
unteers must pass the VITA test through the inter-
mediate level. Testing and training are online. Call 
(219) 873-3049 for details.

❑
Volunteer genealogists can answer questions from 

1-4 p.m. Tuesdays (Pat Harris) and 11 a.m.-2 p.m. the 
last Saturday of the month (Colleen Miltenberger).

❑
Two displays can be viewed celebrating Black 

History Month.
“Remember Our History,” found at the circulation 

desk, shows images and scenes from pivotal events 
involving African Americans in American history.

“Celebrating African American History with U.S. 
Postage Stamps,” located on the east slatwall, focus-
es on stamps celebrating black history and African-
American greats. Booker T. Washington was the fi rst 
featured in 1940. Most notable is the Black Heritage 
Series, which began in 1978 with Harriet Tubman.

(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:INFO@NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM
http://www.mclib.org
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LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app through 

options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place 
holds on items using a customer account. Once at 
the library, check in using the app and clicking Pick-
up from the bottom of the screen (or calling the li-
brary location). An appointment no longer is needed. 
Add the parking space on the app if picking up from 
the main location. Enter information in the instruc-
tions box if picking up holds placed on more than one 
account, or if needing additional assistance. A staff 
member brings held items to the vehicle. Customers 
using the app receive updates as their requests are 
processed. Returns can be placed in book drops and 
be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At this time, 
there is no limit to the number of items customers 
can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
❑

LaPorte County Public Library patrons are no 
longer charged daily overdue fi nes when an item is 
returned late. Customers only will be charged for 
items they damage, lose or never return.  

❑

The following programs are planned:
• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 

Feb. 24, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities.

• Teen D&D from 5-7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27, in 
Meeting Room A at the main library. The pro-
gram involves a cooperative tabletop role-playing 
game for teens 12-18. Registration is required.

• Family Emoji Party from 6-7 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 27, in the main library multipurpose 
room. Celebrate the end of the Winter Reading 
Program with emoji-themed stories and games.

• Virtual Author Talk with Sadeqa Johnson 
(Adults 19+) from 3-4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
28. Advanced registration is required at https://
libraryc.org/laportelibrary/24155

• Readers Corner-Book Club from 6-7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 28, at the Coolspring Branch 
Meeting Room. Refreshments will not be served, 
but participants may take coffee or tea.

• Crafty Kids (ages 6-11) from 4-5 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 1, in the main library multipur-
pose room. Children learn new craft styles while 
developing fi ne motor and listening skills.
LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 

Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/24155
https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/24155
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only

Home of the never disappointing
REAL PIZZA

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

37 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach
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$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process

MCAS Kindergarten Roundup
Michigan City Area Schools kindergarten enroll-

ment is open online for the 2023-2024 school year, 
with children required to be age 5 by Aug. 1.

Parents and guardians can visit www.EducateMC.
net/kindergarten to begin the process. Once basic 
information is received, parents receive instructions 
on creating a PowerSchool account to fi nalize 
enrollment. Parents/guardians will need an offi cial 
birth certifi cate, parent/guardian’s driver’s license 
or state photo ID, proof of residency, immunization 
records and proof of lead testing.

The documents may be uploaded during online 
enrollment or dropped off at the child’s school be-
tween noon-6 p.m. Wednesday, March 1. Parents 
needing additional assistance can come to their 
child’s school that day during those hours. Elemen-
tary schools will be available to assist families 
throughout March by appointment. 

Kindergarten students should be enrolled at the 
school serving the area in which they live. If a fami-
ly is unsure which school applies, contact the MCAS 
Transportation Department at (219) 873-2127.

School-based Pre-K programs, offered at Pine and 
Springfi eld elementary schools in partnership with 
LaPorte County Family YMCA, are open for fall 
enrollment. Children enrolling in the YMCA PreK 
program must be 3 by Oct. 1. There are tuition fees 
associated; however, need-based scholarships are 
available and CCDF vouchers accepted. 

MCAS plans to open the Little Wolves Early 
Learning Center, 1001 E. U.S. 20, in August. The 
center will serve children who are 4 by Aug. 1. 
There is a fee. More information is available at 
www.EducateMC.net/preK

MCAS also is accepting applications for its K-6 
magnet schools, which include Pine Elementary 
School (visual and performing Arts) and Lake Hills 
Elementary School (an Indiana-certifi ed STEM 
school). Most magnet spots for the 2023-2024 school 
year will be available at the kindergarten level. 
Slots in higher grades will be fi lled as space allows 
before the start of the school year. Information and 
applications are available at www.EducateMC.
net/magnets. The deadline for these applications is 
April 28.

Spring Artisan Fair
LaPorte County Historical Society seeks vendors 

for its annual Spring Artisan Fair, which is from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, April 16, at LaPorte County 
Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

The event is the same day as LaPorte County 
Draft Horse Association’s Plow Day near the Door 
Prairie Barn. All types of artisan are invited. Spots 
are limited, so contact Danielle Adams at director@
laportecountyhistory.org for more information.

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.EducateMC
http://www.EducateMC.net/preK
http://www.EducateMC


February 23, 2023 Page 33
THE

Residential • Commercial • Rentals • Airbnb
219.878.3227 • ATLAS-CC.COM

Family Owned/Operated • Eco Friendly Organic Products • Free Estimates 
Powerwashing Available • Full House Cleaning • Weekly/Biweekly

MEGAN FEGARAS • Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and Grout

Insured • 5+ Years of Professional Service

Say You Saw 
Us in The 

Beacher and 
Learn about our 
New Customer 

Discounts

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

Feb. 14, 2023
TEAM STANDING WON LOST 
1. Striking Beauties    13   7
2. Gutter Gals      12.5  7.5
2. Lady Strikers     12.5  7.5
2. Pin Pals    12.5  7.5
HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAMES  SCORE
1. Barb Macudzinski  165
2. Debbie Novak    159
3. Dottie Brinckman   158
4. Ann Bogart  157
5. Susan Kieffer   155
6. Nancy Klausner   154
7. Kathy Staninger   152
SPLITS
Carolyn Wiggins      2-7
Robyn Rice      3-10, 5-10
Ann Bogart      3-10
Nancy Klausner      2-7

LONG BEACH
WOMEN’S BOWLING

“Preview PNW”
Prospective students can attend Purdue Uni-

versity Northwest’s “Preview PNW” from 4-7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 2, at the Westville campus, 1401 
S. U.S. 421.

Registration can be completed by visiting www.
pnw.edu/westville-preview. Check-in begins at 4 
p.m. Students and their families receive information 
on undergraduate course offerings, the admissions 
process and paying for college. Tours are planned. 

Application fees are waived for prospective stu-
dents who complete an application during the event. 
Also, admissions counselors can answer questions.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• American Legion Hamon Gray Post 83, 228 E. 

Lincolnway, LaPorte, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 23.

• La Lumiere School, 6801 N. Wilhelm Road, La-
Porte, 1-5:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 1.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.pnw.edu/westville-preview
http://www.pnw.edu/westville-preview
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In the Area
Feb. 23 — Closing-night performance, “Triangle,” 

La Lumiere School, 6801 N. Wilhelm Road. Free. 
Feb. 24-25 — Daddy Daughter Dance, Red Mill 

County Park, 0185 S. Holmesville Road, LaPorte. 
Times: 6-8 p.m. Feb. 24/2-4 p.m. Feb. 25. Cost: $25/
couple, $5/each additional daughter. Pre-registra-
tion/payment: (219) 325-8315.

Feb. 25 — Cabin Fever HamFest, 7 a.m.-1 p.m., 
LaPorte Civic Auditorium, 1001 Ridge St. General 
admission: $8. Info: http://lpcarc.org/hamfest, (219) 
851-2133.

Feb. 26 — Maple Sugar Time Demonstration, 11 
a.m.-3 p.m., Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. 
U.S. 12. Free. Info: volunteer@friendshipbotanicgar-
dens.org, Friendship Botanic Gardens on Facebook.

Feb. 26 — Valparaiso Oldtime Dance Soci-
ety family dance, 2-4 p.m., Barker Hall at Trinity 
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Admission: $8, $4/14 
& younger, $20/family.  

Feb. 27 — Family Emoji Party, 6-7 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Feb. 27 — Great Decisions, 6:30 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

Feb. 27 — Monday Musicale, 7 p.m., First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: Mon-
day Musicale Michigan City Facebook page, susan.
cassler@comcast.net

Feb. 28 — Virtual Author Talk with Sadeqa John-
son (Adults 19+), 3-4 p.m., through LaPorte County 
Public Library. Registration: https://libraryc.org/la-
portelibrary/24155

Feb. 28 — Readers Corner-Book Club, 6-7 p.m., 
Coolspring Library Branch, 6925 W. County Road 
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

March 1 — FIRST DAY OF WOMEN’S HIS-
TORY MONTH.

March 1 — Retirement open house (LaPorte 
County Parks rangers Laura Moyer/Niki Schmutte), 
1:30-4 p.m., Luhr County Park Nature Center, 3178 
S. County Road 150 West, LaPorte. 

March 1 — Crafty Kids (ages 6-11), 4-5 p.m., La-
Porte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: 
www.laportelibrary.org

Through March 31 — Artwork by Madeleine 

Schooley/the late Barbara Fedder, The Legacy Cen-
ter Gallery at Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 
1719 E. Barker Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. Info: (219) 872-9196.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. Starting Feb. 7: $45 entrance fee 
(includes all cards). Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in February — Makerspace: open lab 
hours, 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 
100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049. 

In the Region
Feb. 24-26, March 3-5 — “Murder on the Orient 

Express,” Elkhart Civic Theatre @ Bristol (Ind.)
Opera House, 210 E. Vistula St. Times (Eastern): 
7:30 p.m. Feb. 24-25/March 3-4, 3 p.m. Feb. 26 & 
March 5. Tickets: adults/$25, seniors (62+)/$23, 
students (with ID)/$19. Reservations: (574) 848-
4116, www.elkhartcivictheatre.org/murder

Feb. 25 — Family Art Day, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Free. 
Registration: tinyurl.com/mvnhazpk, (219) 926-4711. 

Feb. 25 — All About Brumation, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 25 — Winter Tracks & Scat, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 26 — To the Beach & Back Discovery Hike, 
10 a.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 26 — The Acorn’s Dance Showcase: Citadel 
Dance & Music Center, 3 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25-
$35. Reservations: www.acornlive.org 

Feb. 28 —  NBTL Book Club, 10 a.m. EST, New 
Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St. 
Book: Alice Hoffman’s The World That We Knew. 

March 1 — “Insights in History,” 1:30 p.m. EST, 
The History Museum, 808 W. Washington St., 
South Bend. Admission: $3. Reservations: www.
historymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664.

March 1-3 — Shakespeare at Notre Dame, “Romeo 
and Juliet,” 7:30 p.m. EST, The University of Notre 
Dame’s Washington Hall. Mainstage tickets: $15-
$25. Reservations: https://performingarts.nd.edu

Through Feb. 26 — “Stories from the Soil” (Jon 
Hook-Andrea Peterson exhibit), Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: https://
boxfactoryforthearts.org

Through March 1 — “Sense of Place: Works 

http://lpcarc.org/hamfest
mailto:volunteer@friendshipbotanicgar-dens.org
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from the Artists in Residence of Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Park,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth 
St. Info:  (219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through March 2 — Oil painter Judy Davis, 
The Village Gallery, Pines Village Retirement Com-
munities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso. 
Info: (219) 465-1591.

Through March 5 — “Enchanted Lands: The 
Collage Works of Scott Hatt, Elkhart’s The Midwest 
Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Sat.-
Sun. Admission: $10/adult, $6/ages 8-12, $8/ages 
13-18, $8/college students with ID. Info: (574) 293-
6660, www.midwestmuseum.us

Through March 24 — Group exhibit, “Sense 
and Sensibility: Poetry in Painting,” South Shore 
Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster.

Through April 16 — Exhibit, artist-poet-arti-
fi cial intelligence researcher Sasha Stiles, Krasl 
Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Info: 
www.krasl.org

Through May 29 — “Built to Last: Studebaker 
Buildings Past & Present,” The Studebaker Na-
tional Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, $9.50 - seniors 60+, $7 
- youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-9714, www.stude-
bakermuseum.org

Mondays  — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New 
Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California 
Road. Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-
3909, friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturdays-Sundays in February — National 
Park Themed Movie, 10-11:30 a.m., Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info: 
(219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Saturdays-Sundays in February — Snowshoe 
Open House at Chellberg Farm (snow permitting), 
1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12/20, 
Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/ind

Saturdays-Sundays in February — Chellberg 
Farm Open House, 1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, 
www.nps.gov/ind

Need a Paper Box Installed?
Going on Vacation?

Missed a Paper?
You can manage all of your 

delivery needs online at:
www.thebeacher.com

Click on Circulation Tab
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Maple Sugar Time Demonstration
Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12, will 

host a free afternoon of winter wilderness discovery 
during the annual Maple Sugar Time Demonstra-
tion from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26.

Visitors can take a self-guided nature walk 
through old-growth woodland trails before stopping 
by the maple-sugaring station to learn how early in-
habitants of North America produced maple syrup. 

Longtime garden volunteer Jude Rakowski will 
demonstrate the processes of harvesting and boil-
ing Red Maple sap to make a foodstuff crucial to the 
survival of the early settlers. Rakowski gathers and 
chops wood the entire year to fuel the fi res used to 
boil the maple sap.

The event is weather-dependent. Check Friend-
ship Botanic Gardens on Facebook for information 
about any rescheduling.

Email volunteer@friendshipbotanicgardens.org 
for more details.

New Buffalo Township Library
• NBTL Book Club at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 28. 

The book is Alice Hoffman’s “The World That We 
Knew.”

❑

Weekly programs:
• Craft Time all day Wednesday while supplies 

last.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Story Time at 4 p.m. Thursday.
• Lego Club all day Saturday.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

“Romeo and Juliet”
As part of Shakespeare at Notre Dame, Actors 

From The London Stage will present “Romeo and 
Juliet” at 7:30 p.m. EST Wednesday-Friday, March 
1-3, at The University of Notre Dame’s Washington 
Hall.

The fi ve-actor touring company will present a 
new staging of the Shakespeare tale.

Mainstage tickets range from $15-$25. Reserva-
tions can be made at https://performingarts.nd.edu
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

Authorized IRS e-file provider: Single-Married/No Dependents, (1) state 
included: IN, IL or MI, $100. Single-Married/with Dependents, $125. If (2) 
states are needed (add $35). Capital Gains (add $100). Rental properties 

up to 3 (add $150). Business no employees (add $150). Business with 
employees (add $250). Corp K-1 (add $100). 

Howard Feder: (219) 814-4266, federaltaxsvc@sbcglobal.net
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

February Special: Think Valentine’s Day — poetry, romance novels, 
hearts and flowers, 50% off. (219) 733-2403 • 

www.bookwormwanatah.com  
ARE YOU READY FOR GOLF? NO? THEN YOU BETTER SHOP 

LEFTY’S U-PICK SALE FOR READY GOLF
How? Call (219) 873-0858 for a consultation. Pick a full set of clubs, great 
bag, balls, tees, umbrella, hat, shoes or windbreaker from our vast inven-

tory. $100 for all you need to play. Kids sets $40. Call (219) 873-0858 
now, play soon. Namaste Lefty, Pogo, Olive and Yogi.

Chauffeur with CDL: Experience with motor coaches to limos looking for 
work. Call (219) 872-9603

HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS
COMFORT KEEPERS

Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions

From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems

All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.

Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

KV-Staffing is offering private home care services from 1-24 hr of ser-
vice, can start immediately. All staff is licensed, insured and supervised, 

with a nurse on call 24-7. Services offered: daily living skills, errands, 
small meal prep, light house cleaning and more. 

Please call KV Staffing Agency at (219) 243-7160
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS

Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 
Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. 

Call for more info at (219) 809-8183.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

27 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 

airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or 
rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile
Accepting New Clients

Get your winter projects done before spring arrives!
Kitchens, Baths, Floors, Doors, Trim, Painting & More!

Call to set up an appointment
Kip Hollingshead: (219) 210-8499. Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Handyman: I fix most domestic appliances, assemble kit furniture & bar-
becues, HVAC & much more. References. Call (219) 369-7214.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 
washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352
PETERSEN PAINTING

Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 
walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-

dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 
Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Great time to call! Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications 

possible. We leave houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very 
reasonable. I have a full crew.  We would be very appreciative to work 

in your home. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! 

Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN

Private Gardening Service
Perennial Care / Containers / Design

FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542
dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
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CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Going to be gone for a while?
You can always read

on line in its entirety
at

www.thebeacher.com
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MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Firewood for sale. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 
336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Do you sell insurance?
You can earn lucrative commissions selling seniors Advantage Plans.

Part time or full time. Call Roy at (219) 224-3348
Experienced Painters Wanted for Hotel Room Renovation in Chicago!

We are a hospitality company located in Chicago seeking experienced 
painters to help renovate 8 hotel rooms. The ideal candidate will have a 

minimum
of 3 years of professional painting experience and be able to work effi-
ciently and effectively to complete the project within a timely manner.

Responsibilities include:
· Preparing surfaces for painting by filling cracks, sanding, cleaning sur-

faces 
· Mixing and matching paint to ensure color consistency

· Applying paint and other finishes to walls, ceilings and trim
· Cleaning up and disposing of all materials and equipment

· Communicating with manager to ensure project stays on schedule 

We offer competitive pay, a room to stay in to eliminate travel time, with 
the possibility of additional projects in the future. If you have a strong work 
ethic, attention to detail and the ability to work independently or as part of 

a team, we would love to hear from you.

Please submit your resume and portfolio of your work for consideration.
Email simon@humbledhospitality.com

Experienced Handyman Wanted for Hospitality Company in Chicago!
We are a busy hospitality company located in Chicago looking for a reli-

able and skilled handyman to work a day or two a week on ongoing tasks 
and maintenance. The ideal candidate will have a minimum of 5 years 

experience in a variety of hotel and lodging repairs, including plumbing, 
electrical, carpentry and painting. Must have own tools and reliable trans-

portation.
Responsibilities include:

• Performing routine maintenance and repairs on hotel rooms and com-
mon areas.

• Diagnosing & troubleshooting issues with plumbing, electrical and HVAC 
systems.

• Installing and repairing fixtures and appliances.
* Performing carpentry and painting tasks as needed.

• Ensuring guest satisfaction by promptly addressing maintenance 
requests.

We offer competitive pay, a room to stay in for overnights if you like, as 
well as opportunities for growth and advancement within the company. If 

you have a strong work ethic and a passion for providing excellent service, 
we would love to hear from you.

Please submit your resume and references for consideration.
Email simon@humbledhospitality.com

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”

I buy all types of jewelry, sterling flatware, coins.
Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Looking to purchase two burial plots at Greenwood Cemetery.
Contact Jeff at (219) 861-2628.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.
com Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake 

Michigan
Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More

Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515.

FOR RENT: 1, 2 & 3 BR apartments & homes at or near the beach. Short 
term or medium term until May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861
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Code 6 by James Grippando (hardcover, $27.99 
retail in bookstores and online; also available as an 
eBook and an audiobook. 356 pages.)

“We make software that could help keep the coun-
try safe…prove that there was a technological solu-
tion to the challenge of balancing public safety and 
civil liberties.”

Sounds good, but… 
Truth? Fiction? We have a little of both this week 

in a thrilling, mind-blowing story of how much in-
formation is enough? How far can governments go 
with collecting, analyzing and cubby holing our 
lives? And what will they do with that information?

All good questions, about to be explored…
Buck Technologies is a data-inte-

gration company, its CEO is Christian 
Gamble. He started the company with 
his partner, Jeremy Peel, who is now 
chairman of the board. 

Data integration, surveillance tech-
nology, call it what you may, it’s the 
business of learning your business — 
where you go, what you do, heck, what 
toothpaste you use...and a whole lot 
more.

Buck’s customers include the Penta-
gon and CIA, and why they placed their 
offi ces nearby in Virginia. “In short, the 
business of Big Data was hopelessly 
intertwined with politics.” And that’s 
why third world countries and terror-
ist groups would love to get their blood-
stained hands on these programs and 
their codes.

There’s a bit of history as Grippando goes back 
in time to the 1890 U.S. census, when the primitive 
Hollerith data-sorting card machines are fi rst used. 
They were the forerunners of the IBM computers. 
In World War II, the Nazis used these punch card 
machines to keep track of Jews and the effi cient 
running of the concentration camps.

Grippando doesn’t overdwell on this history, but 
it’s interesting to have a little knowledge about Tom 
Watson and his invention, and how it leads up to 
this point in time.

Gamble is married to Elizabeth, a hopeless alco-
holic, and they have a daughter, Kate.

Kate has a law degree and will start soon as an 
intern in daddy’s company. But her real passion is 
writing and becoming a playwright. 

Those are the basics you need to know before I 
take you down the rabbit hole…

The morning everything in Kate’s life changes, 
she is trying to persuade Irving Bass, a famous 
Broadway director, to use her play, setting her off 
on the future she knows she is meant to follow. The 
play, by accident or consciously, is about Tom Wat-
son, inventor of the aforementioned Hollerith ma-

chines. Parts of the play hit close to home.
Arriving at the building where the Gambles live in 

the penthouse apartment, she fi nds the block closed 
off, police and EMT on scene. An empty apartment 
leads Kate to the balcony where a ripped silk scarf 
shows the spot where her mother threw herself over 
the railing. She left a note that said, “I did it for 
Kate.” Did what for Kate? What is that mysterious 
“it”? The death is ruled a suicide even though Kate 

thinks otherwise.
At the same time Kate starts her 

internship at Buck, Irving Bass’ assis-
tant calls to say he’s interested in her 
play. Time to start rewrites. 

Meanwhile, Kate’s fi rst day at the 
offi ce, she runs into Patrick Battle, 
Gamble’s wunderkind and someone 
she used to babysit. He inadvertently 
mentions a project he’s working on and 
probably should not have mentioned.

Same day, Patrick disappears from 
work, and Kate is told he’s on his way 
to Columbia, South America, for a cor-
porate retreat. Hmmm. The timing is 
strange.

Kate sees nothing wrong with this 
retreat, they happen all the time. 
Time to get back to her play.

The story now moves between Virginia and South 
America. While his days in the jungle are becom-
ing something closer to dangerous than a learning 
experience, alternating chapters show what is go-
ing on in Buck Technologies…like a ransom note re-
ceived for $2 million for Patrick’s safe return, which 
is followed several days later by a new demand: the 
ransom now is a copy of “Code 6” in exchange for 
Patrick’s life.

When Kate fi nds out, she contacts her ex, Noah 
Dunn, a senior cybercrime prosecutor in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Offi ce. Buck Technologies, namely Jere-
my Peel, is not interested in saving Patrick, so Kate 
takes it on herself to get him back. But how? Noah 
vows to help. Now, the story picks up speed.

This is a character-driven story with something 
for every reader — thrilling, political, fi lled with 
familial lies and loves. All aspects of this complex 
story come together in a climax that is knock-your-
socks-off exciting. 

The fi nal word: The characters jump off the page 
with resounding reality. Misplaced ambition, greed, 
lies and secret codes, they’re all here in a thought-
provoking and entertaining story. 

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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