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Bruce Johnson has vis-
ited 121 countries and 
seven continents, but is 
“always thankful to be 
back home again in Indi-
ana.”

It’s where this lifelong 
resident of Door Village 
(Scipio Township in La-
Porte) serves as LaPorte 
County Historian, among 
many other volunteer po-
sitions. The list of titles 
and awards is extensive, 
including the state’s high-
est honor, the Sagamore 
of the Wabash. In the 
process, he has impacted 
the lives of countless stu-
dents after more than 
four decades as a teacher.

Johnson’s mission in 
life was foreshadowed at 
birth. His parents were 
both 42 at the time, and 
he was by far the young-
est of his 30 fi rst cousins. 
Consequently, he never 
got to know his grandparents — they’d passed away 
by the time he was born.

“I have to admit, I was often envious of kids my 
age who had living grandparents,” the 73-year-old 
says.

So, in 1978, he decided to learn more about them 
by forming a Johnson Family Tree, discovering his 
ancestors came to the U.S. from Sweden in the late 
1880s and settling in the Swedish Hills of LaPorte 
County. After years of searching through family, 
church, naturalization, birth, marriage, death and 
Swedish archival records, he created three family 
trees. They contained the birth, marriage, death 
and immigration details of family members for four 

Digging Up His Roots
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Bruce Johnson stands next to a wall in his basement that he dedicated to photos taken on his many trips. 
Photo by Kim Nowatzke

generations back to Sweden, as well as six genera-
tions in the United States to the present. He even 
traced his great-great-great-great grandfather born 
in 1716.

“This has undoubtedly become the most valuable 
and meaningful project of my life,” Johnson said. 
“First, it has helped my living relatives and me to 
understand how we all fi t together as a family. But, 
most importantly, it has taught me about my grand-
parents and all of my ancestors and what they had 
to endure to leave their families in Sweden and im-
migrate to an unfamiliar country to begin new lives 
as Americans. I have a Heritage Wall in my home 

Continued on Page 2
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with photos, marriage certifi cates, naturalization 
papers and ancestral trees of the many generations 
of my family. Although I have never met my grand-
parents and other ancestors, I truly feel that I now 
know them and am honored to be one of their de-
scendants.”

Furthermore, about 15 years ago, a Swedish 
woman was searching for a distant relative buried 
here. While looking for cemeteries, she eventually 
found Johnson’s contact information. As he proceed-
ed to assist her with her research, they discovered 
they were actually related – his great-grandfather 
was a brother to her great-great grandmother.

“She was able to share her research with me, as 
she had done more extensive research than me – 
several generations earlier,” Johnson explained. 
“When I went to Sweden, I was able to meet her 
and her family.”

100 and Counting …
That trip is one of more than 50 overseas adven-

tures Johnson has taken in his lifetime. Countries 
he’s visited include Norway, Guatemala, Argentina, 
Egypt, Jordan, Cambodia, India, Mongolia, Tibet, 
Uzbekistan, Taiwan, Namibia, Zambia and Antarc-
tica.

His 2018 trip to Jordan marked the 100th country 
he’s visited, making him eligible to become a mem-
ber of “The Traveler’s Century Club,” an organiza-
tion for people who have reached this milestone. 
After completing the necessary paperwork to make 
his membership offi cial, he was a guest speaker for 
the Indianapolis chapter.

Which country is his favorite? It’s Peru, which 
he’s seen twice.

“It has the Andes Mountains with Cusco and 
Machu Picchu,” he said. “It also has the Amazon 
rainforest and the deserts along the coasts and the 
Nazca Lines. Peru has a whole variety of really in-
teresting things.”

What places remain on his wish list? The Galapa-
gos Islands and Saudi Arabia, along with Georgia, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan.

“These places are each unique with fascinating 
culture, history and natural wonders,” he said. 

His cozy home built in 1980 is a museum of sorts, 
with a treasure trove of souvenirs and photos from 
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Bruce Johnson once explored the ancient city of Petra in Jordan.

his travels, in addition to antiques and other senti-
mental items passed down from family. One of his 
favorites is a brass singing bowl from India that, 
when rubbed along the ring, “sings.” A giant rain 
stick made from a cactus from the Atacama Desert 
in Chile is music to his ears. He also enjoys play-
ing his didgeridoo, made from a hollowed-out Aus-
tralian eucalyptus branch and painted with native 
animals, including emu and kangaroo.

He’s especially proud of the walking stick he 
saved from a trek up Mount Fuji with the father 
of a Japanese family he lived with while earning 
his master’s degree. Groups of college students, he 
explained, would mark the stick at each of the 10 
stations on the way up to the mountain’s peak. Not 
many travelers make it through all of them. He did.

His travel tales include climbing the Great Wall 
of China and being part of a group that caught fi ve 
piranhas on the Amazon River toward Peru.

Johnson began collecting mini-fl ags from each 
country he visited, but admits he was running out of 
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space for them, so he started saving “Do Not Disturb” 
signs in different languages from various hotels.

“Everything has a story…all of this stuff is to 
teach students and share experiences with other 
people,” he said.

And share he has.
There’s even a guestbook by the front door he asks 

visitors to sign (this writer was entry No. 3,280). 
The fi rst signer was a student from Ravenna, Italy, 
on June 28, 1980; he was on a fi ve-day trip to La-
Porte through People to People International.

Johnson has hosted guests in his home from 
countries in Europe, Asia, South America and Af-
rica through his 50-year membership in LaPorte’s 
chapter of People to People International. Founded 
by President Eisenhower in 1956, the organization 
“aims to create lasting cross-lasting cross-cultural 
connections between everyday citizens around the 
world to help them explore global issues, serve and 
enrich their diverse communities, and become more 
effective leaders in creating a more peaceful world,” 
according to its LinkedIn description.

For 31 years, he looked forward to “Mr. Johnson’s 
Annual Birthday Bike Hike” as a celebration of the 
weekend closest to his May 18th birthday

“After the construction of my home was complet-
ed in 1980, I invited my students in my classroom to 
come for a Saturday picnic. Students, parent chap-
erones and other family members met me at a fa-
miliar location, and we rode our bicycles fi ve miles 
to my house for fun and games and a tour of the 
new house,” he said. “By popular demand, this ex-
cursion became a big, wonderful, unforgettable an-
nual event.”

He credits his love of travel to his parents, as ev-
ery summer they would embark on a two-week va-
cation, traveling within the United States, Mexico 
and Canada. He recalls one trip when he was 15 
and the family drove through the Yukon Territory 
on the Alaska Highway. It was the summer after the 
1964 Alaskan earthquake.

His mother, Ruth Elvera (Johnson) Johnson, trav-
eled extensively during her “senior” years to South 
America, Israel, Liberia, China and India. Her last 
trip was to England for her 90th birthday.

Bruce Johnson helps a family to erect its yurt in the Gobi Desert in Mongolia.

Continued on Page 4
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“After my father (Egbert Johannes Daniel John-
son) retired at age 62, (they were both the same 
age), my parents went on a tour to Europe,” he said. 
“My father died the following year in 1972. I encour-
aged her to keep traveling. She would choose places 
she wanted to visit and asked friends to go with her 
for 25-plus years. We made a list of how many coun-
tries she visited. It was exactly 50… She passed 
away in 2004 at age 96 and was an inspiration to all 
who knew her.”

Childhood Dreams Come True
Catching the “travel bug” early in life, it’s not sur-

prising that Johnson joined the Peace Corps after 
graduating from LaPorte High School in 1967 and 
earning his bachelor’s degree in elementary educa-
tion from Ball State University in 1971. He taught 
English, Spanish, math, British history and more 
to grades 3-10 at St. Joseph’s Convent School in 
the West Indies for one year. He recalls as a sixth-
grader fi nding out that President John F. Kennedy 
started the Peace Corps in 1961, and he knew that 
was what he wanted to do.

Johnson also was able to ful-
fi ll a lifelong dream when he 
became a Lutheran mission-
ary teacher at the Cuttingham 
Campus School in Phebe, Li-
beria, West Africa, from 1975-
1976. The opportunity arose 
through his church, Bethany 
Lutheran Church in LaPorte, 
when a missionary with one 
year left on her term had to re-
turn because of an illness.

“Ever since I was a child, I 
wanted to be a missionary to 
Africa to help people,” John-
son says. “I remember reading 
about Dr. Albert Schweitzer (a 
renowned medical missionary 
who won the 1952 Nobel Peace 
Prize for treating patients with leprosy and the Af-
rican sleeping sickness in his hospital in Africa) and 
was inspired by him and decided I wanted to do that 
when I grew up.”

Johnson earned his master’s degree in education 
from Valparaiso University in 1975. Combining his 
love of travel and teaching others, he completed ex-
tensive post-graduate work in education at the uni-
versities of Indiana, Purdue, Western Michigan and 
Virginia. In addition, he completed post-graduate 
work in international education, culture and histo-
ry at universities of London, Paris, Moscow and Bei-
jing Normal. Other summer post-graduate projects 
in comparative education, history and culture were 
accomplished while traveling throughout Australia 
and while living with a family in Japan.

Digging Up His Roots Continued from Page 3 As early as sixth grade, Johnson knew he wanted 
to become a teacher.

“My ultimate goal as a teacher has always been 
to be the most positive example and role model for 
my students,” he said, “and encourage them to also 
set high goals and become outstanding American 
citizens.”

Including his time spent in the Peace Corps and 
as a missionary, Johnson has 40 years of teaching 
under his belt. This includes 38 in South Central 
Community School Corp., where he taught sixth, 
fi fth, and fourth (the most at 25 years) grades, in-
cluding fourth-grade gifted and talented students.

One highlight of his teaching career was his se-
lection as one of Indiana’s 10 state fi nalists out of 
372 applicants in NASA’s Teacher-In-Space Project.

“Having had a great interest in the space pro-
gram since I was a child, I decided to apply…Al-
though I did not get to be the state winner, I was 
one of 100 teachers from the Midwest who was in 
Florida taking part in a variety of NASA work-
shops during the week of the scheduled launch of 
the Challenger fl ight with Christa McAuliffe,” he 

said. “What started out as a 
wonderful week ended with a 
horrible tragedy, but I was still 
very grateful to have been able 
to represent my school, com-
munity and my state in such a 
historic project.”

While teaching elementary 
students by day, in the eve-
nings Johnson instructed el-
ementary education majors 
in social-studies methods for 
seven years in the English De-
partment at Purdue Universi-
ty-North Central (now Purdue 
University Northwest).

In 1978, Johnson was on 
the founding committee of the 
LaPorte County Spelling Bee, 
which sends a winner to the 

National Scripps-Howard Spelling Bee in Washing-
ton, D.C.

He created “An Educational Coloring Book of His-
torical LaPorte County” for students in 1992. This 
contained 16 articles on historical sites throughout 
the county, a map of the sites and artwork on each 
by a local prominent artist.

“During the years I had been taking fourth-grade 
students to the LaPorte County Historical Society 
Museum, I felt a need for something educational, 
historical, fun and inexpensive for the students to 
buy as a souvenir of the museum,” he said.

More than 3,000 copies have been sold through 
the museum’s gift shop or through elementary 
schools receiving annual grants to purchase them 
for students.

At LaPorte County Historical Society Museum’s Fern Eddy 
Schultz Research Library, Bruce Johnson holds historical 

coloring books he created of LaPorte County and the City of 
LaPorte. Photo by Kim Nowatzke
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Once a Teacher – 
Always a Teacher
Not surprisingly, John-

son spent 25 years of 
his career as an educa-
tor teaching Indiana his-
tory to three fourth-grade 
classrooms.

“Besides the regular 
curriculum on Indiana’s 
history,” he said, “I helped 
all students do individual 
research projects on fa-
mous people from Indiana 
in literature, music, indus-
try, fl ight, ports, entertain-

ment, movies, etc.”
This would become the building blocks for a se-

ries of programs, “Famous Hoosiers,” that he pres-
ents at LaPorte County Historical Society Museum 
and in the community to service organizations, 
clubs and other groups. Divided into the categories 
of Hoosiers in Sports, Hoosiers in Music, Hoosier 
Inventors & Entrepreneurs, Hoosiers in the Movies, 
Hoosier Authors and Hoosiers in Flight, his presen-
tations include not only interesting facts and infor-
mation on those highlighted, but also a DVD with 

In 2021, after nine 
months spent in re-
search and writing, 
Johnson created a fol-
low-up “City of LaPorte” 
coloring book using the 
same concept. More 
than 20 different places, 
such as The Civil War 
Hospital, The Ruth Sa-
bin Home and LaPorte 
County Courthouse, are 
included.

“It has proven to be 
successful and is now in 
its second year in third-
grade classrooms in all 
nine elementary schools in LaPorte as part of their 
local history curriculum,” he said.

In 2009, Johnson won the prestigious Indiana 
Educator of the Year Award from The American Le-
gion Department of Indiana “In Recognition of Ex-
cellence of Teaching and Outstanding Contributions 
to the Youth of America.” In his acceptance speech, 
Johnson said, “God has truly blessed my life with 
amazing opportunities, and I am extremely grateful 
that God has also given me the courage to accept 
them and the wonderful parents to support me in 
these endeavors and adventures.”

Bruce Johnson is seen hiking near penguins in Antarctica.

Continued on Page 6
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mired and appreciated the work accomplished by 
her and the fi rst LaPorte County Historian, Doro-
thy Rowley, appointed in 1985.

He was nominated for the position by six differ-
ent historical societies in LaPorte County, Michigan 
City, Westville, Hannah, Wanatah and Union Mills, 
in addition to LaPorte County Public Library and 
Michigan City Public Library.

The love for his new position is evident.

“It’s the educator in me,” he said. “I like teaching, 
helping people with their history and research, giv-
ing tours (at the LaPorte County Historical Society 
Museum) and working with the museum staff.”

Johnson keeps busy with genealogy work, re-
searching obituaries, where people were born, lived 
and died, marriages, descendants and ancestors. He 
conducts research on the history of houses, and uses 

plat books and maps for 
information on farms, 
towns and buildings.

“There are so many 
unusual questions and 
I do my best to fi nd an-
swers,” he said, “but 
many times, it’s very dif-
fi cult.”

As historian, Johnson 
has, to date, published 
23 articles on interest-
ing stories from LaPorte 
County history for The 
LaPorte County Her-
ald-Dispatch, Westville 
Indicator and Regional 
News. Individuals he 
has written about in-

clude Hazel Harrison, Dottie Christ, Charles O. 
Finley and Brewster M. Higley VI. Johnson said he 
has received a great response, with comments such 
as “They have such fascinating information,” and 
“Oh! I never knew that!”

“I write these stories because these are things 
people should know,” he said. “I really want to teach 
people these fascinating stories that they’ve never 
heard before.”

Johnson has served on the board of directors of 
the LaPorte County Historical Society and its mu-
seum for the past 35 years, including the past eight 
as president. He is a past member of the LaPorte 
County Genealogical Society and is a charter mem-
ber. He’s been a board member and president of the 
Carmel Cemetery Association for 25 years. In Janu-
ary 2021, he was one of the fi rst charter members 
appointed to the newly founded LaPorte County 
Bridge Naming Committee. So far, 18 deserving 
local people from the past have had the honor of 
bridges designated for them.

His faith plays a big part in his life as well.

photos on each individual.
Famous Hoosiers highlighted by Johnson include 

James Dean, Carole Lombard, Larry Bird, The 
Jackson Five, Hoagy Carmichael, Orville Reden-
bacher, the Studebaker Brothers and Gus Grissom.  

But it is his presentation on Belle Gunness, La-
Porte County’s notorious female serial killer respon-
sible for the deaths of at least 19 people, that has a 
haunting presence.

Around April 2007, it became apparent to John-
son that “more people came in (to the LaPorte Coun-
ty Historical Society Museum) to learn about that 
exhibit than anything else.” He also realized that a 
year later would mark the 100th anniversary of the 
fi re at her farm and the sensation of her crimes.

“This made LaPorte 
so famous and so many 
people followed the sto-
ry that I felt we really 
needed to do something,” 
he explained.

He had two goals for 
his personal project: dis-
pel myths and misinfor-
mation, and tell the truth 
about Gunness through 
a visual presentation, 
and raise enough money 
to purchase gravestones 
for forgotten victims of 
the serial killer.

After completing 
his Gunness project in 
January 2008, Johnson 
gave more than 50 visual presentations to histori-
cal societies, service organizations, libraries and 
more throughout LaPorte County and Indiana. 
With monetary donations collected at each, he was 
able to purchase four markers for victims of Belle 
Gunness buried in LaPorte County. Living relatives 
of each were invited to the dedication ceremony in 
April 2008. Later, a DVD, The Gunness Mystery, 
was made. More than 1,500 copies have been sold 
not only locally, but also in other countries, includ-
ing France, Norway, Sweden and Australia.

Johnson’s work on Belle Gunness has not only 
earned him the title of “Historian of the Year” from 
the LaPorte County Historical Society in 2008, but 
also resulted in interviews and appearances on the 
Travel Channel’s “Mysteries at the Museum,” Na-
tional Public Radio, The Associated Press and Biog-
raphy’s Channel’s “The Ghost Speaks.” In addition, 
he’s been interviewed by the media in Norway and 
England about the Gunness story.

Johnson became the new LaPorte County Histo-
rian after the late Fern Eddy Shultz retired at age 
92 in 2020, after 29 years of service. He greatly ad-

Digging Up His Roots Continued from Page 5

Continued on Page 8

Bruce Johnson (bottom right) donates rice to help feed young monks in Laos.
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ond oldest community in LaPorte County.

And, Johnson hasn’t stopped adding to his im-
pressive resume. On Dec. 17, he received the Saga-
more of the Wabash.

“What a tremendous honor to receive the ‘Saga-
more of the Wabash’ award from Representative 

Jim Pressel and Senator Mike 
Bohacek on behalf of Gov. Hol-
comb,” he said. “I am truly 
grateful for the amazing op-
portunities to share the his-
tory and wonders of Indiana 
throughout LaPorte County 
and the world.”

The Sagamore of the Wa-
bash was created during the 
term of Gov. Ralph Gates, who 
served from 1945-1949. It is 
the highest honor awarded by 
the governor for distinguished 
service to Hoosiers who have 
made signifi cant contributions 
to the state. Astronauts, presi-
dents, musicians and artists 
have been past recipients.

“Bruce is an incredibly hard 
worker who has spent a large 
part of his life giving back to 
the community,” Pressel said. 
“We are lucky to have someone 
so dedicated to serving others, 
and I’m honored to present him 
with Indiana’s top award.”

Johnson, no doubt, will continue to make history 
as he continues to live out his dreams.

“My ancestors helped to found Bethany Lutheran 
Church (formerly the Swedish Evangelical Luther-
an Church of LaPorte), and were all very active in 
church life over the years,” he said.

Johnson said he’s tried 
to carry on the work of his 
ancestors. He’s a lifetime 
member of his church, 
where his parents met. He’s 
served on the church coun-
cil for two terms, and is the 
church historian, archivist 
and genealogist. He’s sung 
as a soloist and in the sanc-
tuary choir for 54 years.

“I’ve grown up in the 
church and am extremely 
grateful to all of the gen-
erations of people who have 
been a special part of my 
Christian life,” he said.

Johnson is a founding 
member of the Door Village 
Harvest Festival, which he 
describes as “a weekend of 
antique cars and tractors, 
woodcarvers, crafters, his-
torical artifacts and numer-
ous other ways to promote 
and demonstrate life in La-
Porte County.”

In fact, for 28 years, he has been riding in a horse-
pulled wagon as he gives historical tours of the sec-

Bruce Johnson is photographed with his Sagamore of the 
Wabash, presented on Dec. 17, 2022.

Digging Up His Roots Continued from Page 6

Out of all his trips, one in particular stands out 
for Bruce Johnson that he wrote about in 2021.

It happened at Christmas when he was a 22-year-
old making a solo journey through South America. 
While teaching in the Peace Corps in Kingstown, 
St. Vincent, West Indies, it soon became apparent 
the volcano, La Soufriere, was preparing to erupt 
onto the Caribbean Island. Knowing a trip back 
home would be too expensive, he left by plane to 
Venezuela, then by bus to Columbia. While travel-
ing through the Andes Mountains, he discovered his 
wallet had been stolen, but, through the kindness 
of strangers, eventually reached a bank in Ecuador.

On Dec. 24, he planned to arrive in Lima and fl y 
to Iquitos on regularly scheduled LANSA Airlines 
Flight 508. He soon learned his bus trip to Jorge 
Chavez Airport would take much longer than he’d 
expected, as it veered off the Pan American High-
way onto a slow and bumpy trek on narrow, one-lane 
gravel roads through villages on the mountainside.

“There was no way possible for me to arrive in 
Lima as planned,” he wrote. “Unfortunately, I did 

not learn until much later that, on May 31, 1970, 
the Great Peruvian Earthquake had damaged 60 
percent of the Pan American Highway! The destruc-
tion covered 32,000 square miles and caused the 
world’s deadliest avalanche killing 70,000 people!”

Missing his fl ight by six hours, and with no con-
crete alternative plan, he found a place to spend the 
night in Ecuador. However, the place, called Pen-
sion Belen (which translated means “guest house, 
hostel or inn” and “Bethlehem, nativity scene, crib 
or manger”), was closed for the holidays. Mercifully, 
he was granted a small room in a tiny wooden shack 
vacated by a teen worker away to spend Christmas 
with his family.

The next day, he was shocked to read in a local 
newspaper how the very fl ight he missed with 92 
people aboard was lost in the Amazon Rainforest, in 
a dangerous area of vipers and crocodiles.

A few weeks later, he would read an article in 
LIFE magazine about how Juliane Koepcke, a 
17-year-old girl from Germany, miraculously sur-
vived the LANSA crash. After the plane was over-

A Volcano, Earthquake, Deadly Plane Crash and More!
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come by a tropical storm, its wing was struck by 
lightning and the plane exploded in mid-air. Some-
how, her seat acted like a parachute and softened 
the blow of her 9,800-foot-fall to the forest fl oor. She 
suffered a broken collarbone and deep gash in her 
arm that became infected with fl ies. Despite the 
lack of food, shoes or her glasses, she somehow was 
able to travel the jungle along creeks, streams and 
larger rivers in search of help.

“She later learned the 91 others, including her 
mother, had died in the crash. It was the deadli-
est lightning-strike disaster in aviation history,” he 
wrote. “It was a miracle that Juliane had survived 
alone in the jungle for 11 days.”

Johnson said he was “truly blessed and forever 
grateful for the lessons I learned and the miracles 
that changed me forever at Christmas exactly 50 
years ago in 1971.”

“I had never thought of the dangerous situations 
that could have happened along the way. God truly 
watched over me.”

Harbor Country Film Group

Harbor Country Film Group will screen “Spell-
bound,” the 2002 documentary about eight young 
teens at the 1999 Scripps National Spelling Bee, at 
noon EST Saturday, Jan. 14, at New Buffalo Town-
ship Library, 33 N. Thompson St.

Sponsored by the Friends of the New Buffalo Li-
brary, group leader Eve Moran will lead a discus-
sion after the fi lm.

“There will be funny spots, tender moments and 
lots of edge-of-your-seat suspense,” she said in a 
press release. Directed by Jeffrey Blitz, the movie 
won a number of awards and earned an Academy 
Award nomination. Former Michigan City resident 
Cody Pagels, then a teen, briefl y can be seen in the 
fi lm among the contestants.

The group has temporarily moved its meetings to 
Saturday afternoons due to early winter darkness and 
unreliable January weather. Free popcorn is served.

Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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This graph, lifted from the most recent Corps 
of Engineers report, is very informative.  

It tells me the lake levels are coming down 
from 2020 when they were “high,” but were 
even higher at the end of November 1986. 
It tells me the highest Lake Michigan levels 
have been 3 feet higher than average levels 
and more than 5 feet above the lowest 
levels. And that there was an aberration in 
December 2012 and January 2013 when the 
lake reached lows that had not been seen 
since 1964.

It reminds me that the average Lake 
Michigan levels regularly go up and down 
by a foot every year with seemingly no 
impact. But 2.5 feet of elevation above 
average dramatically affects whether we 
have beaches or not.

What makes Lake Michigan rise and fall is 
fairly simple. More water in or less water 
out makes the lake go up. Less water in 
or more water out makes the lake levels 
go down. The “water in” sources are Lake 

into Lake Michigan.  The “water out” paths 

into the St. Clair River at the south end of 

My most important takeaways are: 1. Lake 
levels are cyclical. Therefore, Erosion 
(losing sand from the beach) and Accretion 
(gaining sand on the beach) are regular 
features.  2. It is hard to imagine the beach 
will come back when the water is high, or 
that the beach can disappear when the 
water is low because there are usually 
so many years between the high and low 
elevations.

Lake Levels Matter

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
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JROTC Supports MCAS, Community
Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Ju-

nior Reserve Offi cer Training Corps continued to 
support Michigan City Area Schools and the com-
munity over the past month. 

Cadets led the Dec. 3 Michigan City Festival of 
Lights parade, cul-
minating in the light-
ing of the city Christ-
mas tree at Michigan 
City Public Library. 
Then, they support-
ed the “One City, 
One Sound” Christ-
mas concert on Dec. 
8, helping transform 
the MCHS gym into 
a concert hall. They 
also helped park cars 
of parents, friends 
and relatives of stu-

dents from all MCAS 
schools performing 

that night, followed by cleanup afterward.
Cadets worked the MCAS food drive at Ames 

Field, and provided the Color Guards for the MCHS 
home basketball games. In recognition for her work 
in the community, Cadet Sgt. Emily Roberts re-
ceived the Service Above Self award from the Ro-
tary Club of Michigan City during a ceremony at 
The Salvation Army of Michigan City.

The military drill team is preparing for the meets 
at Portage on Jan. 14 and Indianapolis Ben Davis 
on Jan 28. The latter is the qualifying meet for the 
MCJROTC National Championship in Washington, 
D.C. If the Wolves qualify, the D.C. trip is at no cost 
to the cadets nor MCHS; instead, it is funded by the 
Marine Corps.

Cadets help clean up the gym after 
the “One City, One Sound” Christmas 

concert.

EMAIL INFO@NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM
WWW.NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM

CONTACT CURT CIPARES

219-221-6249

WHITE GLOVE IS A MICHIGAN CITY,
INDIANA BASED CONSTRUCTION FIRM

COMPRISED OF EXPERIENCED
PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTORS. OUR
SERVICES ARE TAILOR-MADE TO SUIT

YOUR NEEDS WITH AN ACUTE
ATTENTION TO DETAIL, PROVIDING
YOU, THE CUSTOMER, "A TURN-KEY

CONSTRUCTION EXPERIENCE."

SCAN FOR OUR
CONTACT FORM!

A SUBSIDARY OF NWI DEVELOPMENT GROUP

Harbor Country Hikers
Harbor Country Hikers will explore Lake Michigan 

ice formations along the New Buffalo lakefront from 5 
p.m. to just after sunset EST Saturday, Jan. 14.

Hike leader and HCH President Pat Fisher will 
explain water and weather situations that create 
a variety of ice conditions in the lake. Cloud cover 
permitting, the group will remain for the sunset at 
5:40 p.m. EST and the half hour or so of afterglow.

Twilights, Fisher says in a press release, “can be 
more interesting than sunsets. If the clouds don’t 
hide the sunset, we will witness the greatest show 
on Michigan’s west coast.”

The hike will be shorter than most of the group’s 
treks. It’s rated easy for physical diffi culty, but the 
wind off the lake in January can be brutal, so those 
who attend should dress warmly. 

Membership is preferred; however, the public is 
welcome. An all-terrain rollator — a wheeled walk-
er with oversized tires for use on unpaved surfaces 
— is available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis by 
emailing harborcountryhikers@gmail.com. Visit 
www.harborcountryhikers.com or the Facebook 
page, Harbor Country Hikers, for driving directions, 
parking instructions and membership information.

MACU College Scholarships
Members Advantage Credit Union is accepting 

scholarship applications for its annual Leona Bruno 
and Gail Walker scholarships.

The $1,000 Leona Bruno Scholarship was estab-
lished in 1994 in memory of MACU’s fi rst manager. 
It goes to a graduating high school senior who dem-
onstrates scholastic achievement.

MACU established the $1,000 Gail Walker Schol-
arship in 2010 in memory of the former board mem-
ber’s years of service. It goes to a graduating high 
school senior or fi rst- or second-year college student 
who shows academic achievement.

The application deadline is March 1. Call (219) 
874-6943 for details, or visit www.macuonline.org/
college-scholarships.

mailto:harborcountryhikers@gmail.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
mailto:INFO@NWIWHITEGLOVE.COM
http://www.macuonline.org/
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   Schoolhouse Shop
At Furnessville

278 E. 1500 N. • Chesterton, IN 46304
(219) 926-1551

40% off Through Jan. 31
Closed Every February

Closed Tuesdays
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Dolson Insurance Agency Inc.
219.879.4524

• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-
hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and 
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available.

• The National Park Service and Friends of 
Indiana Dunes are sponsoring a food drive 
from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, Jan. 14, in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Take 
canned or other non-perishable items to parking 
lots at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center or Paul H. 
Douglas Center for Environmental Education.

• National Park Themed Movie from 10-11:30 
a.m. Saturdays-Sundays in January at In-
diana Dunes Visitor Center. The schedule is: 
Jan. 14-15: “The Tuskegee Airmen” and “Steel 
and Steam”; Jan. 21-22: “Everglades of the 
North”; Jan. 28-29: “Heroes on Deck.”

• Snowshoe Open House at Chellberg Farm 
(snow permitting) from 1-3 p.m. Saturdays-
Sundays in January at the Park Connection 
Offi ce at Chellberg Farm. At least 3 inches of 
snow is required, and a limited number of snow-
shoes are available for loan. Regardless of snow, 
the farmhouse may still be open for hikers to stop 
by. Call the visitor center at (219) 395-1882 for 
details. Park at the lot off Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter. The program is 
sponsored by the Friends of Indiana Dunes. 

❑

IDNP is accepting applications for businesses of-
fering approved services, such as guided hikes, over-
night backpacking and camping trips, photography 
lessons, instructional classes, guided kayaking, ca-
noeing, paddle boat tours and mobile food trucks. 

The park will review all proposals. Depending 
on the type of service, there may be some require-

Indiana Dunes National Park
ments, such as having insurance and following fed-
eral, state and local food-handling ordinances. 

Applications can be sent to: Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Park, Attn: Steve Rossi, Concessions Man-
agement Specialist, 1100 N. Mineral Springs Road, 
Porter, IN 46304. There is a $100 nonrefundable 
fee to process the application. The permit is valid 
through Dec. 31, 2023, and all approved service pro-
viders will be listed on the national park’s website as 
an authorized vendor. Visit /tinyurl.com/2n5ya2vb 
for an application or more details.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
• Squirrel-Tales Hike from 10-11 a.m. Satur-

day, Jan. 14. In honor of National Squirrel Ap-
preciation Day, join a naturalist for the one-mile 
moderate hike. If weather conditions allow, free 
snowshoes will be offered for use on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis.

• Snakes Alive! from 2-2:45 p.m. Saturday, Jan 
14. Meet at the Nature Center to view snakes and 
learn more about them.

• Winter Animal Search Party from 10-11 a.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 15. Meet a naturalist at the na-
ture center for an easy walk searching for animal 
signs and activity in the forest and marsh.

• The J.D. Marshall Shipwreck Today and 
Long Ago from 2-2:45 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 15. 
Meet at the Nature Center to learn about the 
sinking of the J.D. Marshall just offshore of IDSP.

• Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping Workshop from 
1:30-3 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17. Learn the art of 
wire wrapping to make beach-glass jewelry. The 
cost is $7, and pre-registration is required by call-
ing the nature center.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

http://www.nps.gov/indu
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When Netfl ix announced in 2021 it purchased 
the rights to two “Knives Out” sequels, all to the 
tune of $469 million, my thought was, that’s insane 
pressure for writer-director Rian Johnson. A crazy 
amount of dough to recapture the distinct charm of 
the 2019 original.

That “Glass Onion” might just surpass it speaks 
to how entertaining it is.

So how does he do it? How does Johnson keep the 
franchise fresh while preserving the spirit of the 
original? 

Like the best Agatha Christie thrillers, the fran-
chise confi nes squabbling oddballs to a single loca-
tion. If “Knives Out” was more akin to “And Then 
There Were None,” unfolding in a Gothic mansion, 
then “Glass Onion” embraces the author’s tropical 
mysteries like “Evil Under the Sun.”

Both fi lms boast A-list ensembles, but with “Glass 
Onion” aiming more for laughs, the cast has freer 
rein to go for broke.

Who are the conniving leeches this time? The pup-
pet master is New York tech billionaire Miles Bron 
(a cheeky Edward Norton), who invites “friends” to  
his island estate off the coast of Greece for a mur-
der-mystery weekend. The property is stunning, the 
centerpiece being a magnifi cent glass structure in 
the shape of an onion. But as famed private investi-
gator Benoit Blanc (Daniel Craig) observes, you can 

peel away the layers of an onion, but the truth is 
right there in the middle, staring you in the face.

Benoit, who survived the hot-mess family circus 
of “Knives Out,” isn’t exactly a welcome guest. Bron, 
in fact, is puzzled by his presence. He wasn’t invit-
ed. Bron’s friends, however, are a riot, starting with 
Kate Hudson (“Almost Famous”) in an outrageously 
funny turn — her best — as fashion designer Birdie 
Jay. This could have been just the dumb blonde role. 
In Hudson’s hands, it unapologetically fl ips political 
incorrectness the bird. At one point, in fact, she’s 
lambasted for “going on Oprah and comparing her-
self to Harriet Tubman.” 

We also get uptight Connecticut governor Claire 
Debella (“WandaVision” scene-stealer Kathryn 
Hahn), who’s running for state senate, Lionel Tous-
saint (Oscar-nominee Leslie Odom Jr.), Miles’ head 
scientist, Duke Cody (“Guardians of the Galaxy” 
veteran Dave Bautista), a YouTuber and men’s 
rights activist, and his buxom girlfriend, Whiskey 

“Glass Onion” Keeps the “Knives Out” Franchise on a Roll
by Andrew Tallackson

The cast of “Glass Onion” includes (from left) Kathryn Hahn, Madelyn Cline, Edward Norton, Leslie Odom Jr. and a hysterically funny Kate Hudson.

★ ★ ★ ★
“Glass Onion: 

A Knives Out Mystery”
Running time: 139 minutes. Netflix. Rated PG-13 for strong 

language, some violence, sexual material and drug content
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(Madelyn Cline). 
What I love about this fran-

chise is how Johnson recreates 
the spirit of classic murder-mys-
teries, then turns them inside 
out to defy expectations. They 
begin as run-of-the-mill who-
dunnits. Unexpectedly, by the 
midpoint, we basically have our 
answers, but bringing the truth 
to light is insanely tricky. The 
puzzle pieces are reassembled in 
intoxicatingly wicked fashion.

The fi rst movie afforded Ana 
de Armas the breakout role 
she deserved, appearing as the 
story’s moral center. This time, 
we get Janelle Monáe (“Hidden 
Figures,” “Antebellum”), who is 
absolutely wonderful. Her pres-
ence is so complicated, trying to 
do it justice in print would un-
leash cruel spoilers. The movie 
toys with you through her character, exploring so 
many detours, the movie forces you to keep up with 
it. And with Hudson comedically unstoppable,  you 
fi nd yourself laughing and gasping at the twists.

By setting “Glass Onion” on an exotic island, 
the movie has a grander, more luxuriant feel than 

Daniel Craig and Janelle Monáe make for a dynamite sleuthing team.

“Knives Out,” although Johnson spent the exact 
same amount on both fi lms. That he hasn’t lost his 
touch, that his movie leaves you on a delirious high, 
confi rms Netfl ix’s pricey gamble paid off.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com
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“I Wanna Dance With Somebody” bites off more 
than it can chew. It’s ambitious, no doubt. It wants 
to be an all-encompassing musical biopic and own 
bragging rights to depicting the singer’s fl uid sexu-
ality. It doesn’t quite succeed at both, only in specifi c 
moments.

The life of Whitney Houston was one of triumph 
and tragedy. The greatest voice of her generation 
undone by personal demons, drugs and alcohol. 
Hollywood never hesitates to plug complicated lives 
like hers into its by-the-numbers template, and “I 
Wanna Dance With Somebody” is no exception. For 
everything director Kasi Lemmons (“Harriet”) gets 
right, the cookie cutter screenplay by Anthony Mc-
Carten (“Bohemian Rhapsody”) sabotages.

We meet a young Whitney (Naomie Ackie) 
groomed for greatness by her gospel singer mother, 
Cissy (Tamara Tunie), and exacting father, John 
(Clarke Peters). These two are straight out of Cli-
ché 101. Dad’s an oppressive tyrant, mom pure 
stage mother irritation. Neither care for her close 
relationship with the slightly older Robyn Crawford 
(Nafessa Williams), who eventually becomes her 
personal assistant.

Give the movie credit for not dancing around 
Houston’s sexuality, but it treads delicately. There 
are no real, honest conversations between the two 
women, discussions about how they feel about each 

other, or their own sexualities. More so, we don’t feel 
any connection between them. They come across 
more as cuddly roommates, not two people in love.

The best part of the movie is Stanley Tucci’s won-
derful performance as Arista head honcho Clive 
Davis. Clive’s scenes with Whitney are the core of 
the movie. Their bond evolves into something spe-
cial. First, a paternal approach, that of the indus-
try insider and his naive young client. Over time, 
it becomes a genuine friendship. Two people who 
get each other personally and professionally. The 
tenderness, the soft-spoken insight from Tucci, as 
Clive, grounds the movie.

Ackie is another story. The performance, well, it’s 
just good enough, capturing her controlled way of 
speaking in public, her body language on stage. But 
there is something missing. Joy. I fi rst noticed it as 
Lemmons meticulously recreates her “How Will I 
Know” video. Everything looks right, from the set 
to the costumes. But watch Ackie’s face. It’s blank. 
Nothing. Houston, in that video, had a playfulness 
to her, like she was having a blast. Like she was 

“I Wanna Dance With Somebody” is a Bit of a Mess
by Andrew Tallackson

The best scenes in “I Wanna Dance With Somebody” involve the friendship between Whitney Houston (Naomie Ackie) and Clive Davis (Stanley Tucci).

★ ★
“I Wanna Dance With Somebody”

Running time: 144 minutes. In theaters. 

Rated PG-13 for language, drug use and crude references.

1/2
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meant to perform. We don’t feel 
that from Ackie. The performance, 
ultimately, comes across as a fair-
ly good impression. Almost there, 
but lacking Houston’s star qual-
ity. Nor is the performance the 
breakthrough we witnessed from 
Rami Malek in “Bohemian Rhap-
sody” or the gold standard, An-
gela Bassett in “What’s Love Got 
to Do With It?” In those fi lms, the 
performances were so complete, 
the line between actor and role 
essentially blurred.

To Lemmons’ credit, she gets 
the big moments down to perfec-
tion: Whitney’s unforgettable Su-
per Bowl performance of The Na-
tional Anthem, key images from 
“The Bodyguard” and her “I’m 
Every Woman” video.

But the movie’s second half 
plays like a Cliffs Notes/Greatest Hits collection of 
Whitney’s continued rise and catastrophic downfall. 
Racing through songs, family squabbles, Robyn’s 
dismissal from her life and, especially, her marriage 
to Bobby Brown (Ashton Sanders, “Moonlight”), 
which it treats with kids gloves. Make no mistake, 
the movie clearly states the notorious music indus-
try Bad Boy was bad for Whitney, but it’s afraid to 
go there. To truly depict it. Anyone who saw the co-
lossal train wreck that was the reality show “Being 
Bobby Brown” knows full well the horrendous im-
pact he had on her, but the movie glosses over that 
so Whitney can move on to a swift and easy divorce.

What might have been the solution, then, to a 
better fi lm? Two options. Either depict Whitney’s 
life from Robyn’s side, so the movie exists as an LG-
BTQ story, or take the route of historical pictures 

The recreation of Whitney Houston’s Super Bowl performance is one of the movie’s highlights.

like “Lincoln” or “Selma”: Find a specifi c period 
from Whitney’s life that captures the essence of who 
she was.

Otherwise, you have “I Wanna Dance With Some-
body.” A well-intentioned, well-made mess.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Financing Options • Emergency Service Available
Call for Comfort

219-874-2454
www.michianamechanical.com

Old Fashioned Quality & Service 
with a Satisfaction Guarantee

All Service Techs Background Checked  
and Drug Tested

Kevin Murphy Products

http://www.michianamechanical.com
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by Andrew Tallackson

Sorry folks, but when it comes to quality content, 
stories that really affect you, the best bang for your 
streaming buck ain’t Netfl ix or Disney+.

It’s Apple TV+.

Most people dismiss it as the home to “Ted Lasso” 
and nothing else. To do so is robbing you of the best 
television out there.

Scanning my list of favorite TV shows from 2022, 
half came from Apple TV+, with a sixth scoring an 
honorable mention. The relatively new streaming 
service lacks the sheer volume of what Netfl ix or 
Prime offer...but it takes greater risks. Lures Hol-
lywood’s best.

Here are my picks for the best TV shows of 2022:

1. “For All Mankind” (Apple TV+)
The fi rst two seasons introduced a tantalizing 

premise: an alternate historical timeline where 
Russia not only beats America in the space race, but 
also that the fi rst person on the moon is a Russian 
woman, not a man. The result: An intriguing, mov-
ing, increasingly feminist revision of history.

Season 3, however, catapulted itself into the big 
leagues. Grander emotions, imaginative effects and 
a heartbreaking cliffhanger. The fi rst episode, in 
which a space hotel malfunctions amid its soft de-
but, takes on the feel of a disaster movie that all but 
shames Roland Emmerich’s ludicrous “Moonfall” in 
terms of size and scope. The ensuing race to estab-
lish a colony on Mars becomes the springboard for 
issues ranging from privatizing space travel and 
U.S.-Soviet relations to members of the closeted gay 
community deciding when the right time is to “out” 
themselves.

The characters are stronger and smarter than 
ever. They embrace everything that is right and 
wrong about people. When Season 3’s devastating 
close arrives, you feel a sense of loss at having to 
wait another year for Season 4. Thankfully, produc-
tion is under way.

2. “Five Days at Memorial” (Apple TV+)
Essential viewing on a monumental scale that 

invites comparison to HBO’s Emmy-winning “Cher-
nobyl.” Based on Sheri Fink’s 2013 non-fi ction work, 
the mini-series reveals the unfathomable conditions 
imposed on staff at the New Orleans hospital during 
Hurricane Katrina. We witness the best and worst 
in humanity. A complete societal breakdown. Scenes 
of patients being wrongfully euthanized by an ex-
hausted few are extremely painful to watch...but 
those moments are balanced by doctors and nurses 
giving everything they’ve got for their patients. I 

am thinking, in particular, of a patient on a stretch-
er, nurses feverishly carrying him up fl ights of steps 
because the power is out, elevators no longer an op-
tion. Moments like that, I broke down, choked up at 
the sight of people pushing themselves to the brink  
amid the impossible.

3. “The Bear” (FX on Hulu)
So all-around entertaining, I watched it twice. On 

paper, “The Bear” is a tired sitcom: dysfunctional 
misfi ts in a struggling restaurant, constantly at 
each other’s throats. But by mixing offbeat laughs 
with gritty realism, and with Chicago as its setting, 
“The Bear” packs more punch, introducing people 
you care about in a toxic, all-too-real world. The 
show can spike your blood pressure, that’s how in-
tense it is. But it also has a warm center, with per-
formances by relative newcomers that feel like real 
people. The series was so popular, it was renewed 
one month after it aired.

4. “Abbott Elementary” (ABC)
A love letter to public-school teachers. The star-

creator, Quinta Brunson, knows this world better 
than any — her mother is a public-school teacher — 
and she invests her fi ctional Philadelphia elemen-
tary school with truth, heart and hilarity. Anyone 
with their hand on the pulse of public education 
will smile, and frequently laugh, at the staff ’s daily 
struggles. Taking the “mockumentary” approach, 
the show feels real, thanks to the natural perfor-
mances by the cast. The scene-stealer is the outra-
geous principal, played by the human tsunami that 
is Janelle James. This is a woman who belongs no-
where near a school, more interested in social media 
and Tik Tok videos than in having the students’ best 
interests at heart. Season 1 debuted in January and 
was darn near perfect. Season 2, which kicked off in 
September, is even better.

5. “Black Bird” (Apple TV+)
Proof you can reinvigorate true crime storytell-

ing through the year’s two best performances from 
Taron Egerton and Paul Walter Hauser. Egerton 
stars as a jailed drug dealer hired by the FBI to 
lure a confession out of an imprisoned serial killer 

(Hauser) so he stays behind bars. Showrunner Den-
nis Lehane took some dramatic license to tell his 
story, but for the most part remains intensely true 
to the facts. In the process, he gave Egerton and 
Hauser the best roles of their career. The climactic 
scene in which the confession emerges will haunt 
me for years to come. Egerton’s work here destroys 
you. Also of note: the fi nal performance from Ray 
Liotta, whose last scene absolutely crushes you.

6. “Tehran” (Apple TV+)
The exotic spy thriller reborn as ultra-realism. 

An Iranian-Jewish Mossad agent (the dynamite 
Niv Sultan), on her fi rst mission in Iran, loses her 
footing as events around her spin out of control. 
The show is unbearably tense because nothing goes 
right, amplifi ed by fl y-on-the-wall visuals that place 
you in the thick of the intrigue. The series works as 
a thriller, but also as a glimpse into a stark, violent 

The Year in Television: A Look Back at 2022
“For All Mankind” “Five Days

at Memorial”

“Abbott
Elementary”

Continued on Page 20
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world. The big surprise is how it plays fair with 
both sides of the equation. You want the Mossad 
agent to outwit her pursuers, but you kinda like her 
pursuers. No word yet as to Season 3. There better 
be. Season 2’s explosive fi nale left so many dangling 
threads, you are hungry for more.

7. “Only Murders in the Building” (Hulu)
A hip spin on cozy mysteries that hit its stride 

in Season 2, which is better for all the right rea-
sons: We care more about the victim.  In the process, 
Steve Martin, Martin Short and Selena Gomez set-
tle into their characters with such ease, they create 
streaming’s most memorable trio. Surrounded by a 
host of oddball tenants, the laughs revel in human 
strengths and frailties. That includes the murder 
victim, cantankerous Bunny Folger, who is afforded 
an entire episode where we are reminded that un-
happy people crave human connection. That is what 
the series is about: People from all walks of life who 
suddenly discover they need each other.

8. “The Last Days of Ptolemy Gray 
(Apple TV+)

A compelling story, career highs by Samuel L. 
Jackson and Dominique Fishback and that lump-
in-the-throat fi nale: What more could you want?

Based on Walter Mosley’s 2010 novel, the story 
fi nds the title character (Jackson) in his early 90s 
amid the throes of dementia who takes an experi-
mental drug that affords him one month of clarity. 
One month to get his affairs in order before the de-
mentia returns. In the process, he meets a young 
woman (Fishback) who may not be blood, but who 
embodies the best defi nition of “family.” Jackson has 
never been better. Ditto Fishback. Watch her face in 
the fi nal episode, as lawyers play a video of Ptol-
emy reiterating his wishes. Her eyes, her smile, the 
tears — it’s a beautiful mix of joy and heartbreak.

9. “Wednesday” (Netfl ix)
High-concept TV that transcended its one-joke 

premise to reveal the biggest heart of any fantasy 
series. Wednesday Addams goes to a prep school 
that is sort of a Hogwarts for monsters and other 
oddities. The perfect playground for director Tim 
Burton, who has made a career out of depicting out-
casts. Jenna Ortega owns the title role, no easy feat 
when you consider  Christina Ricci, who played the 
part on fi lm, appears as an instructor. The quirky 
visuals and characters pop like the best of Burton’s 
past, and the main mystery, itself, is a good one. 
Scene-stealer Emma Myers is so winning as Enid, 
you can see why Wednesday reluctantly warms to 
her. The laughs are generous, the prep school stu-
dents well-defi ned and the show’s big fi nish, which 
leads to an emotional hug, worth every penny.

Continued from Page 19

10. “Girls5eva” (Peacock)
The most laugh-out-loud sitcom...with zero audi-

ence. Members of a short-lived girl group from the 
early 2000s experience a slight resurgence after rap-
per Lil’ Stinker — love that name!! — asks them to 
perform with him. What ensues is a feverish, desper-
ate attempt by the now middle-age group to reclaim 
its celebrity. The cast — Sara Bareilles, Renée Elise 
Goldsberry, Busy Philipps and Paula Pell — is com-
edy gold. The dialogue, the phony songs — I haven’t 
laughed this hard at a TV show in years. The most 
outrageous: Pell takes on “The Property Brothers” 
while fi lming a live show. Peacock canceled the se-
ries shortly after Season 2 aired. Thankfully, Netfl ix 
saved it. New episodes, and the two previous seasons, 
will arrive on that streaming platform next year.

Honorable Mentions
• “Andor” (Disney+) — At times, slow as molas

“Wednesday”

“Girls5eva”
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ses, but this prequel spinoff 
to “Rogue One” reveals the 
“Star Wars” franchise land-
ing in more adult territory, 
complete with a phenomenal 
Andy Serkis at his best dur-
ing the prison sequences.

• “1899” (Netfl ix) — The lat-
est mindtrip from the team 
behind “Dark.” Passengers 
from all walks of life fi nd 
themselves on a ship headed 
for America...and containing 
supernatural secrets. The 
series saves its best twist for 
last: the wild shock of a cliffhanger ending. Too 
bad we can’t see more. Netfl ix canceled it. Shame 
on you, Netfl ix.

• “The Flight Attendant” (HBO Max) — Kaley 
Cuoco gives her all by taking her boozy fl ight at-
tendant into darker territory than Season 1, forc-
ing her to confront her past with satisfying results. 

• “His Dark Materials” (HBO) — A satisfying 
and emotional close to HBO’s lavish adaptation 
of Philip Pullman’s trilogy.

• “Our Flag Means Death” (HBO Max) — Good-
natured silliness that spoofs every convention of 
pirate tales, but without over-the-top vulgarity.

• “Reacher” (Prime) — A back-to-basics ap-
proach with Lee Child’s literary drifter. No fl ashy 
anything, just a good story and a perfectly cast 
Alan Ritchson in the title role. 

• “Resident Alien” (SyFy) — Proof this loopy 
comedy hasn’t lost its edge, the second season 
achieving bigger laughs thanks to a cast that 
clearly loves being together.

• “Severance” (Apple TV+) — The darkest of 
dark comedies that reveals the workplace as a 
soul-sucking American tragedy. A bold, invigorat-
ing challenge.

• “Stranger Things” (Netfl ix) — The Duffer 
brothers haven’t lost their touch, Season 4 their 
darkest yet as it delves deeper into the pasts of its 
characters. 

• “The English” (Prime) — Emily Blunt head-
lines this western that’s more Tarantino than 
John Ford, but fi lled with deliciously dark antics.

• “The Old Man” (FX on Hulu) — Jeff Bridges 
is fantastic as a former CIA operative lured out 
of hiding by his past. Equally compelling: the 
wonderful Amy Brenneman as the woman who 
becomes his traveling companion.

And We Gotta Give Props to...
Patty Guggenheim for stealing an entire episode 

of Marvel’s “She-Hulk: Attorney at Law.” As ulti-
mate party girl Madisynn (“...two N’s, one Y, but it’s 
not where you think”), she mined a one-note role for 

Patty Guggenheim (right) in “She-Hulk: Attorney at Law.”

every laugh possible. Becoming Wong’s new BFF, 
while also spoiling key scenes from “The Sopranos” 
and “This Is Us,” the actress created the most mem-
orable, hysterically funny Marvel character in eons.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Coming Soon
Editor’s note — Before revealing my picks for 

the Best Films of 2022, I have a few more fi lms 
to track down, some of which open in theaters in 
the next few weeks. My aim is to run the column 
in the Jan. 25 or Feb. 2 edition.

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com
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Midway through “Everything Everywhere All at 
Once,” as the hot dog fi ngers made their debut, I 
remember thinking, “The people who made this fl ick 
did hardcore drugs.” Even for an absurdist comedy, 
this was bonkers.

Then, the absurdity began to take shape, the lu-
nacy measured to suggest that we, as a people, do 
not live in the moment. We do not savor everything, 
and everyone, in the present. The last scene arrived 
— Michelle Yeoh, surrounded by family at the tax 
audit — and I choked up. Moved by a fractured fam-
ily healed. All the craziness had a point.

Noah Baumbach’s “White Noise,” based on Don 
DeLillo’s reportedly unfi lmable 1985 novel, aims to 
make a point. What it is, I had no clue…until about 
2 in the morning afterward when I bolted upright in 
bed with a delayed aha understanding. And I still 
didn’t care for the movie.

Baumbach is an eccentric storyteller. When he 
tells a deeply human tale, like the Oscar-winning 
“Marriage Story” (2019) or the middle-age-funk 
comedy “While We’re Young” (2014), he is on point. 
When he strays into weirdness, like the emotion-
ally detached “The Squid and the Whale” (2005), or 
as co-writer of Wes Anderson’s eh “The Life Aquatic 
with Steve Zissou” (2004), he loses his footing.

DeLillo’s book, unfamiliar to me, is hailed as an 
absurdist classic. Plenty of absurdity is present in 

Baumbach’s fi lm, which just debuted on Netfl ix, but 
the movie is shapeless. Like two or three movies 
cobbled together with no direction. On one level, it’s 
a parody of stuffy intellectuals. Another, an apoca-
lyptic road movie. Another, a domestic turmoil sat-
ire. It would have been one thing if we cared about 
the characters, but the people in this movie exist in 
a world that detaches itself from the viewer, barring 
any sympathy toward them.

In 1984, we meet Jack Gladney (Baumbach reg-
ular Adam Driver), a professor of “Hitler Studies” 
at an Ohio College. The irony is, he doesn’t speak 
German and is taking private lessons to cover his 
tracks. His fourth wife, Babette (Baumbach’s part-
ner, Greta Gerwig), is an exercise instructor with a 
mountain of ’80s hair and mysterious memory loss. 
They speak to each other as if reading from instruc-
tion manuals. There is no breath of life to their con-
versations, either in the classroom, with their col-
leagues, or even with the children in their blended 
family. Jack’s best friend, by the way, Professor Sis-
kind (Don Cheadle), is obsessed with Elvis.

“White Noise” is an Exercise in Relentless Weirdness
by Andrew Tallackson

The key characters in “White Noise,” played by Adam Driver (from left), Greta Gerwig and Don Cheadle, are depicted more as cartoons than real people.

★ ★
“White Noise”

Running time: 136 minutes. Netflix.

Rated R for brief language and violence.
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Then, a tanker collides 
with a train that results 
in a deadly chemical spill. 
Baumbach stages the sub-
sequent evacuation like an 
end-of-days disaster movie, 
complete with Biblical-size 
storm clouds, the family sta-
tion wagon submerged in 
a river and large crowds of 
screaming families. All, of 
course, with Jack and Ba-
bette reacting to the chaos 
like socially inept braniacs 
who’d rather talk about the 
dangers than react to them.

The movie’s third act 
entails Jack discovering 
the truth behind Babette’s 
memory loss, and his subse-
quent desire for retribution. Weaving throughout it 
all are ruminations on marriage, fi delity, families as 
breeding grounds for mistruths and crippling fears 
of death.

Baumbach frequently has characters engaged 
in overlapping conversations. They’re either talk-
ing over each other, trading barbs or ignoring any 
emerging honesty. The point Baumbach, through 
DeLillo’s book, is trying to make is, we’ve lost the 
ability to communicate with each other. To sit qui-
etly and listen. To arrive at truths through under-
standing. Instead, it’s all become white noise. Dis-
tracting background fi ller.

Were that message grounded in any appealing 
characters, that message might have hit home. But 
Baumbach has his cast treat the material broadly. 
They’re cartoons. And by the closing credits, when 
the director uses a bizarre musical number to fi nal-
ize his thoughts on consumerism, on our fi xation 

The second act of “White Noise” takes on the feel of an apocalyptic road movie.

with brand names, the movie is smugly satisfi ed 
with its own weirdness.

No doubt there will be people who adore “White 
Noise,” and that’s fi ne. They can discuss it in dark 
coffeehouses that smell like hemp. Me? I’ll stick 
with Michelle Yeoh and her hot dog fi ngers. Some-
how, that makes more sense to me.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

Abiney’s Oriental Rug 
& Carpet Cleaning Company

Oriental Rug Cleaning, Repair, Restoration and Refringing
FREE PICKUP  and DELIVERY SERVICE

HARDWOOD FLOORS - Hand Polishing & High Speed Buffing
1645 N. Pine Ridge Dr., LaPorte, IN 219-325-3363

• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• House Cleaning Services
• Drapery & Blind Cleaning 
  (as they hang)
• Window Washing
All Rugs are cleaned by hand with a 
specially designed chemical process
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Come for Yoga, 

Stay for the Pause…

Online, In Person 
and Private Classes

Galentine’s Day Yoga & 
Chocolate on Feb 12!

Weekly Classes at 
Troybuilt Fitness

Details at www.sandypauseyoga.com or call  (312) 952-8488

Chesterton Art Center

Chesterton Art Center will host “Sense of Place: 
Works from the Artists in Residence of Indiana 
Dunes National Park,” on Jan. 17–March 1, with a 
reception from noon-2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21. 

The exhibit surveys works in the National Park 
collection, including some from 2021-2022 not yet 
exhibited publicly. Media includes painting, photog-
raphy, sculpture, fi ber and mixed media.

“The Artists in Residence program at Indiana 
Dunes offers professional artists the opportunity to 
live in the park for two weeks and create art that 
helps generate appreciation and support for the na-
tional park,” Jeff Manuszak, IDNP visual informa-
tion specialist, said in a press release. “In exchange, 
the artist provides public engagement and donates 
a piece of art created during their stay.”

The program has been in place for more than 25 
years and served 70 artists to date. The exhibit is 
supported by a partnership with IDNP and Friends 
of Indiana Dunes.

❑

Chesterton Art Center is located at 115 S. Fourth 
St. Hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Call the center 
at (219) 926-4711 or visit www.chestertonart.org for 
more details.

Anna Cox’s oil on linen, “The Great Marsh.” 

LaPorte County Parks
All registrations/questions go 

through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3-8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are 6-7:15 p.m. 
at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/per program. 
Pre-registration and payment are required at least 
one week in advance or until full, whichever comes 
fi rst. The schedule is:
• Jan. 18 — “Where Did They Go?”
• Feb. 1 — “Oh Deer!”
• Feb. 8 — “See You Later.”

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers at Luhr 
County Park. That includes music, dancing, sto-
rytelling and, weather permitting, hiking. Call at 
least one week in advance to register. 

The schedule is: Jan. 17 and 31, Feb. 14 and 28, 
and March 14.

WinterFest
Visit Luhr Park Nature Center to make snow art 

(weather dependent), do a craft and have a snack 
from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 29.

All ages are welcome, and no pre-registration 
is required. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Visit https://laporteparkandrec.com/ for ad-
ditional details.

Hat and Scarf Time With Your Stuffed Friend
The program, which involves storytime, snacks 

and activities, is from 4-5 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 
Luhr County Park.

Aimed at children ages 2-11 and accompanied by 
an adult, participants should wear a favorite hat 
and scarf, and take a favorite stuffed animal. Space 
is limited, so call (219) 325-8315 at least one week 
in advance to reserve a free spot. 

Field Trips
Educators, Scout leaders and groups can sched-

ule a free organized program for students or group 
at any county park. The programs on various topics 
meet state standards and patch requirements. 

Call (219) 324-5855, visit www.laportecountyp-
arks.org or email natureniki@csinet.net for details.

The Beacher: Your Community Connection!

http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.sandypauseyoga.com
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
https://laporteparkandrec.com/
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
mailto:natureniki@csinet.net
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The People

Meet William Halliar
Area of Residence: Waterford.
Title: Correspondent.
Years with The Beacher: 10.
What I love about my work: 
Meeting interesting people and telling 
their stories
Favorite story/assignment and 
why: A toss-up between two: (1). The 
commissioning of the U.S. Navy’s 
new warship, USS Indianapolis, 
Freedom Class, where I met 
survivors of the sinking of the 
Indianapolis of World War II. (2). 
Meeting Leanna Hall and Nadia Lof, 
two sisters separated at birth and 
reunited. Their story was touching, 
and the girls were charming.

Favorite movies: “The Blues 
Brothers,” “The Natural,” “Hoosiers.”
Favorite books/authors: Clive 
Cussler, Robin Cook, Harlan Coban, 
Lee Child, Douglas Preston/Lincoln 
Child.
Favorite singers/music: Anything 
Beethoven, Bach or Tchaikovsky.... 
plus a little rock ‘n roll (I am a child of 
the ’60s).
Favorite TV shows: “Monk,” 
“Frasier,” “Northern Exposure.”
TV shows I’m watching now: 
“Antiques Roadshow.”
Favorite food: Bean soup.
Reason I love living in this area: 
There is so much creativity going 
on here, plus, of course, the natural 
beauty and amazing Lake Michigan.

Photo by 
James Conlin

 Paper
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Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library is changing overhead lighting to LED 
fi xtures. They will feature automatic ambient light-
ing, centralized controls for turning on and off and 
conservation in unoccupied public areas. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, but 
reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas under 
the work zone will be closed. The goal is to mini-
mize closure time to its collections and services. The 
meeting rooms will close while work is done. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Duneland Stamp Club at 4 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 12. The club meets the second Thursday of 
each month. New members are invited.

• Family Movie: “Lightyear” at 10 a.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 16. The movie, which is Rated PG, runs 
1 hour, 40 minutes. Refreshments are served. 
Children and teens 17 and younger who arrive 
by 10:15 a.m. have a chance to win a DVD/digital 
download of the movie. 

• Improv4Teens from 4-6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
18. The program is aimed at teens and tweens ages 
10-17. No registration is required. Call Miss Dana 

Michigan City Public Library
in Youth Services at (219) 873-3045 for details. 

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in Jan-
uary. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

❑

Two new services are available:
• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 

of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.
(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

New LP Museum Exhibits

LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave., has ex-
panded its exhibit offerings. One showcases acclaimed war reporter Ernie 
Pyle, who started his journalism career at The LaPorte Weekly Herald in 
1923. This month marks the 100th anniversary of his journalism career. 
On display on the new gallery wall are portraits from the museum’s col-

lection. A binder is available to learn the stories behind them. 
Call (219) 324-6767 for more details.

http://www.mclib.org
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LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app through 

options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place 
holds on items using a customer account. Once at 
the library, check in using the app and clicking Pick-
up from the bottom of the screen (or calling the li-
brary location). An appointment no longer is needed. 
Add the parking space on the app if picking up from 
the main location. Enter information in the instruc-
tions box if picking up holds placed on more than one 
account, or if needing additional assistance. A staff 
member brings held items to the vehicle. Customers 
using the app receive updates as their requests are 
processed. Returns can be placed in book drops and 
be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At this time, 
there is no limit to the number of items customers 
can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
❑

LaPorte County Public Library patrons are no 
longer charged daily overdue fi nes when an item is 
returned late. Customers only will be charged for 
items they damage, lose or never return.  

❑

The following programs are planned:
• Tech Help Table (adults) from 10 a.m.-noon 

Thursday, Jan. 12, at the Coolspring branch, 
and 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14, in the 
main library Study Cafe. Learn how to use a 
new tech device during a short, one-on-one walk-
in visit.

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 13, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities. 

• Teen D&D from 5-7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 16, at 
the main library Meeting Room A. The pro-
gram involves a cooperative tabletop role-playing 
game for teens 12-18. Registration is required.

• Family Pajama Storytime from 6-6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 16, at the main library. The 
program focuses on stories and songs. Guests can 
wear pajamas and take a favorite stuffed animal.

• Virtual Author Talk with Dana K. White 
from 1-2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17. White is the 
creator of the podcast and blog, “A Slob Comes 
Clean.” Register at https://libraryc.org/laporteli-
brary/21810

❑

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located 
at 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.
laportelibrary.org for more details, including 
programming through the Exchange building.

2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 33 years in business

https://libraryc.org/laporteli-brary/21810
https://libraryc.org/laporteli-brary/21810
https://libraryc.org/laporteli-brary/21810
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
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Metamorphis Traveling Theatre

Metamorphis Traveling Theatre has introduced a new series of shows: 
“Margaret & Pickles Do Broadway,” with Judith Joseph and Doug Moon in 
the title roles. The plays focus on a slightly sardonic, long-married couple 

with a love for old Broadway shows. MTT creates shows that can be 
mounted in venues not usually equipped for such performances. It also 

sponsors “The Ballet Lady,” which begins touring Head Start and elemen-
tary school classrooms in February. Call (219) 872-4813 for more details.

Krasl Art Center
Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, 

Mich., has announced its winter classes and work-
shops that run Jan. 23 through mid-March, or mid-
April for youth classes.

Registration is open through Jan. 16 at www.
krasl.org/education/

Education programs are tuition-based studio class-
es with small class sizes of up to 10 youth and 8 teen/
adults. Youth classes are 12 weeks and cost $275 ($235 
for KAC members), while teen/adult classes run 6-12 
weeks and range from $170-$275 ($150-$235 for KAC 
members). Scholarships are available. KAC’s teach-
ing artists lead the programs. 

Youth classes for ages 5-12 are held during and 
after public-school hours, with none held during 
spring break (March 20-24). Topics include drawing 
and painting, ceramics, arts and engineering, 
sculpture and video making. Visit www.krasl.org/
education/youth/classes to register.

Registration for spring break day camps opens 
Feb. 1, with the camps set for March 20-23. Eight 
programs run from 9 a.m.-noon EST Monday-
Thursday. Camps cost $50 ($40 for KAC members), 
and scholarships are available. Sign up for email 
updates at www.krasl.org/contact

Meeting Jan. 23-March 17, adult/teen courses 
emphasize art history and contemporary topics. 
Students can sign up for additional four-week 
extension classes (with no classes March 20-
24). Tuition and topics vary. Visit www.krasl.org/
education/adult/classes/ for details.

Spring workshops will be posted Feb. 1, and reg-
istration closes one week before each workshop.

Cal (269) 983-0271 or visit www.krasl.org for 
more details.

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Northwest Health Heart and Vascular Building, 

901 Lincolnway, LaPorte, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 13.

• St. John Kanty, 7012 N. County Road 600 East, 
Rolling Prairie, 1-5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17.

• Marquette High School, 306 W. 10th St., 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

http://www.krasl.org/education/
http://www.krasl.org/education/
http://www.krasl.org/
http://www.krasl.org/contact
http://www.krasl.org/
http://www.krasl.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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Lend-A-Hand Day

The Steady Stitchers Club of LaPorte County Ex-
tension Homemakers will host a Lend-A-Hand Day 
from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 12, at the Steady 
Stitchers Studio, 1640 First St., LaPorte.

Volunteers can help make items to donate to the 
community’s less fortunate. No specifi c abilities are 
required. All items are donated to local non-profi ts, 
with materials and instruction provided.

People can take a sewing machine; however, some 
machines are available. Lunch and dinner will be 
provided. Visitors can stay a few hours or all day.  

Also, the group is accepting donations of fabric 
and sewing supplies, which can be delivered to the 
studio during the day. Also planned is a donation 
box for shoes; all types and any condition are ac-
cepted. The shoes will be donated to “Changing 
Footprints.” Shoes will be cleaned and donated to 
organizations and people needing them. Well-used 
shoes will be reused for other purposes.  

Contact the Purdue Extension LaPorte County 
offi ce at (219) 324-9407 or email kulman@purdue.
edu for more details.

Reins of Life Volunteer Training
Reins of Life Inc. will conduct new volunteer train-

ing from 2:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 18, at its Mich-
igan City facility, 9375 W. County Road 300 North.

Only one session is required. Volunteers, who 
must be 13 or older, guide and lend assistance dur-
ing lessons as riders learn new skills and perform 
activities on horseback. Experience is not required. 
One class is approximately a 90-minute commit-
ment each week. Lessons are held Mondays-Sat-
urdays. The winter session runs Jan. 30-March 25. 
Those who want to feed horses will be connected 
with the feeding coordinator. Morning or afternoon 
shifts are available. Feeders must be at least 16 and 
commit to one shift per week. 

Call (219) 874-7519, Ext. 202, for more details.

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

37 Years of
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of Long Beach
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14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE
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____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail.)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the ‘Sea, help me and show me, herein 
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in 

this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your 
hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that 
I can attain my goal. You who gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget 
all evil against me and that in all instances in my life you are with me. I 
want in this short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you in Eternal Glory. Thank 
you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer 3 
consecutive days. After 3 days, the request will be granted. This prayer must 
be published after the favor is granted.

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
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• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

In the Area
Jan. 12 — Lend-A-Hand Day, 9 a.m.-8 p.m., 

Steady Stitchers Studio, 1640 First St., LaPorte. 
Info: (219) 324-9407, kulman@purdue.edu

Jan. 12 — Duneland Stamp Club, 4 p.m., Michi-
gan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: 
(219) 873-3049.

Jan. 14 — Pioneer Land Spinners demonstra-
tion, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., LaPorte County Historical 
Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

Jan. 16 — DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
DAY

Jan. 16 — Family Movie: “Lightyear,” 10 a.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 16 — Teen D&D, 5-7 p.m., LaPorte County 
Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Jan. 16 — Family Pajama Storytime, 6-6:30 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 17 — Virtual Author Talk with Dana 
K. White, 1-2 p.m., through LaPorte County 
Public Library. Registration: https://libraryc.org/
laportelibrary/21810 

Jan. 18 — Improv4Teens, 4-6 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219)  
873-3045. 

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Thursdays in January — Needle Arts Club 
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219)  873-3045.

Through January — Ernie Pyle exhibit, 
LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 
Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

In the Region
Jan. 13 — Open Mic Night featuring Daniel Deit-

rich, 7 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, 
Three Oaks, Mich. Performer inquiries: openmic@
acornlive.org. Other info: www.acornlive.org

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
mailto:kulman@purdue.edu
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
https://libraryc.org/
http://www.acornlive.org
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Jan. 14 — Duneland Weavers Guild, 10 a.m.-
noon, Three Moons Fiberworks, 402 Broadway, 
Chesterton.

Jan. 14 — Squirrel-Tales Hike, 10-11 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 14 — Harbor Country Film Group, “Spell-
bound,” noon EST, New Buffalo Township Library, 
33 N. Thompson St. Free.

Jan. 14 — Snakes Alive!, 2-2:45 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 14 — Harbor Country Hikers, 5 p.m. EST, 
New Buffalo (Mich.) lakefront. Details: www.
harborcountryhikers.com

Jan. 14 — The 1985 — Totally ’80s Music Trib-
ute Band, 8 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $30 + $5 conve-
nience fee, $55 + $5 convenience fee (reserved seat-
ing). Info: www.acornlive.org

Jan. 15 — Winter Animal Search Party, 10-11 
a.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County 
Road 25 East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 15 — The J.D. Marshall Shipwreck Today 
and Long Ago, 2-2:45 p.m., Indiana Dunes State 
Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. 
Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 17 —  Beach Glass Wire-Wrapping Work-
shop, 1:30-3 p.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 
N. County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Cost: $7. Info: 
(219) 926-1390.

Jan. 17-March 1 — “Sense of Place: Works from 
the Artists in Residence of Indiana Dunes National 
Park,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Re-
ception: noon-2 p.m. Jan. 21. Info:  (219) 926-4711, 
www.chestertonart.org

Through Jan. 12 — Annual Members’ Exhibit, 
Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Hours: 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 
926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through May 29, 2023 — “Built to Last: Stude-
baker Buildings Past & Present,” The Studebaker 
National Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend. 
Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 
p.m. Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, $9.50 - seniors 
60+, $7 - youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-9714, 
www.studebakermuseum.org

Mondays  — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New 
Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California 
Road. Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-
3909, friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com 

Saturdays-Sundays in January — National 
Park Themed Movie, 10-11:30 a.m., Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info:
(219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Saturdays-Sundays in January — Snowshoe  
Open House at Chellberg Farm (snow permitting), 
1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12/20, 
Porter. Weather updates/info: (219) 395-1882. 1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
January Special: Art/war books/wall art, 50% off. (219) 733-2403 • 

www.bookwormwanatah.com  
Come to H&S Services for all your SNOW REMOVAL/FIREWOOD 

needs this season! Landscape services available upon request. 
(219) 872-8946

LEFTY’S PRO SHOP • ALL THINGS GOLF
Everything in stock 50% off. Buy, sell, trade. Call (219) 873-0858 for spe-
cial prices. Pogo, Yogi and Olive say, peace, love and prosperity to all for 

the new year. Namaste, Lefty.
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
KV-Staffing is offering private home care services from 1-24 hr of ser-
vice, can start immediately. All staff is licensed, insured and supervised, 

with a nurse on call 24-7. Services offered: daily living skills, errands, 
small meal prep, light house cleaning and more. Please call KV Staffing 

Agency at (812) 773-7219.
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS

Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 
Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. Call for more info 

at (219) 809-8183.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

27 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 

airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or r
osahousecleaning08@gmail.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile
Accepting New Clients

Get your winter projects done before spring arrives!
Kitchens, Baths, Floors, Doors, Trim, Painting & More!

Call to set up an appointment
Kip Hollingshead: (219) 210-8499. Licensed, Bonded, Insured
ALL-N-ONE CONSTRUCTION & HANDYMAN SERVICES 

(SMALL REPAIRS). 
ROOFING: Leaks & shingle repair, all types of roofing; SIDING: Windows, 

doors, GUTTERS: Decks, framing, trim work, electrical, minor plumb-
ing, drywall, flooring, bathrooms, kitchens. (Smaller Jobs, bid by pictures 

phone). (No money down) (2 Guys Fair Price) 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015

 B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823

Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 18+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.
Handyman: I fix most domestic appliances, assemble kit furniture & bar-

becues, HVAC & much more. References. Call (219) 369-7214.
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 
washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352
PETERSEN PAINTING

Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 
walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-

dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 
Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Great time to call! Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications 

possible. We leave houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very 
reasonable. I have a full crew.  We would be very appreciative to work 

in your home. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) – gutters – 
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates – insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474
Snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! 

Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:osahousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
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Pioneer Land Spinners

The Pioneer Land Spinners will spin yarn from 
natural fi bers, and offer guests a chance to try it, 
from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14, at La-
Porte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 In-
diana Ave.

The group usually spins at LaPorte County Fair-
grounds. The program will be presented again on 
Feb. 11.

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
Private Gardening Service

Perennial Care / Containers / Design
FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Firewood for sale. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. 
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Do you sell insurance?

You can earn lucrative commissions selling seniors Advantage Plans.
Part time or full time. Call Roy at (219) 224-3348

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”

Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com 
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515

Mountaintop cabin for rent in Sheridan Beach. Spectacular views of 
lake & skyline. Very private. Unfurnished. Utilities not included. $1,600 

per month. (630) 881-2420

Need a Paper Box Installed?
Going on Vacation?

Missed a Paper?
You can manage all of your 

delivery needs online at:
www.thebeacher.com

Click on Circulation Tab

THE

TM

Tons to Celebrate

Michigan City Area Schools students, staff and 
community members raised 4.1 tons of food for The 
Salvation Army of Michigan City as part of Decem-
ber’s MCAS Food Drive.

The traveling trophy remains at Knapp Elemen-
tary School, which collected 2,621 pounds of food 
(6.92 pounds per student). Pine Elementary fi nished 
in second place, followed by Marsh Elementary. 

MCHS Student Council Vice President Ashley 
Sparks and Student Council Sponsor Candy Feare 
presented the traveling trophy to Knapp just prior 
to winter break.

mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch.com
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
mailto:leasing@harborandlake.com
http://www.thebeacher.com
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Another year in the memory book. Here are the 
10 books that stood out for a variety of reasons. You 
might consider one of them to curl up with one of 
these cold, winter nights.

The Violin Conspiracy by Brendan Slocumb 
was a pleasant surprise. A 
young black man discovers 
his great-great grandfather 
had a genuine Stradivarius. 
To him, it was like fi nding 
the Hope Diamond. He enters 
the Tchaikovsky Competition 
in Moscow, but the violin is 
stolen. Does the instrument 
make the man, or does the 
man make the instrument? A 
little mystery, a little romance 
and a fascinating read.

Carrie Soto is Back by 
Taylor Jenkins Reid took 
me to another world of stiff competition, this time 
on tennis courts. Carrie was the best-ever player 
when she retired. Now, fi ve years later, some young 
upstart is about to beat her record. She decides to 
challenge the challenger. It’s as much psychological 
as physical. Who can hold out and win? Will Carrie 
learn any lessons along the way?

This Might Hurt by Stephanie Wrobel. Nata-
lie is a hard worker, her sister, Kit a free spirit. Nat 
gets a message that Kit is on an island off the coast 
of Maine (self-improvement program). Six months 
later, an email comes from the island — “Would 
you like to come tell your sister what you did — or 
should we?” The rest of the story is pure reading 
magic. Psychological thriller to the nth degree.

City on Fire by Don Winslow is the fi rst in 
a trilogy about the mob in 
Rhode Island: two families in 
particular — one Irish, one 
Italian. A son from each fam-
ily becomes friends in child-
hood, but one becomes a hot-
head, shaking up the uneasy 
peace their fathers estab-
lished. The reality of the sto-
ry is palpable. One of the best 
crime-family novels since The 
Godfather. The next book is 
due in April.

The Maid by Nita Prose. 
This book is pure reading 
pleasure. Molly Gray is a maid at the Regency Grand 
Hotel. She doesn’t process information like most of 
us, but when a guest is found dead in a room, Molly 
swings into action, but does she have the means to 
solve something so involved? You’ll be surprised, es-
pecially when she is charged with the murder.

Fairy Tale by Stephen King. For those who 
thought King was done for, he comes back strong 

with a story incorporating many known tales of old, 
and new, into a realm that’s fun, magical and pure 
Stephen King!

Breathless by Amy McCulloch. The title tells 
you how you will feel while 
reading this book. It’s off to 
Nepal and the highest moun-
tains in the world. A group is 
set to climb Manaslu, one of 
the tallest of the Himalayan 
mountains. There’s plenty of 
action, even murder. And, if 
you’re interested, lots of in-
formation about mountain 
climbing. Very exciting.

Sister Stardust by Jane 
Green. Drugs, sex and rock 
‘n’ roll. The 1960s. Historical 
fi ction about Talitha Getty, 

wife of the infamous J. Paul Getty  Jr., heir to an oil 
fortune. Claire enters their wild world and drinks it 
all in, until... “Of course it was unsustainable. But...
for that short period of time...we learned what it was 
to be truly alive.” This is a feast for those who re-
member the ’60s, and even those who don’t.

The Lioness by Chris Bohjalian. Katie Bar-
stow is Hollywood royalty. Stunning wedding and 

now a honeymoon with new 
husband and friends in tow 
for an African safari. What 
could go wrong? Kidnapping, 
Russian mercenaries and the 
predators of tooth and claw 
that stalk them all. But who’s 
the most dangerous — hu-
mans or animals? A lesson 
in what can go wrong, usu-
ally does. A master storytell-
er misses nothing in this in-
triguing and heart-stopping 
story.

Wrong Place, Wrong 
Time by Gillian McAllister. Love it, hate it. 
There’s no in-between with this one. You see your 
son kill a stranger. What if you could prevent it from 
happening? Especially when you wake up each day 
and it’s the day before the day before... Time travel 
or mind travel? It’s an interesting premise, and one 
that carries through the entire book — something 
entirely different.

❑

As always, I wish you lots of happy reading and a 
Happy New Year! Reviews of the latest books begin 
in next week’s edition.

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

David Albers ................219.728.7295
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659
Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324

†

$70.9M+
TOTAL SALES *

166
TRANSACTIONS *

#1 Team
IN LAPORTE COUNTY * *

#1
BROKER AGE * *

As 2022 has come to a close, we would like to extend our deepest 
gratitude to all of our clients and customers for your continued trust 

and support in our team and @properties Christie’s International 
Real Estate. It is truly an honor to have the opportunity to help 

families find the house they call home. A special thank you to all of 
our local service providers, as none of this is possible without you. 

WE ALL LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN 2023!

- Micky GallasMicky Gallas

*Source: GNIAR MLS, based on closed sales and transaction data, 1/1/22-12/31/22. **Source: GNIAR MLS, Market Share by Sales 
Volume, Residential Properties, LaPorte County, 1/1/22 to 12/31/22. ***Source: GNIAR MLS, Market Share by Sales Volume, Beach Area 

(521), Michigan City Area (46360 Zipcode), and LaPorte County (521-527), 1/1/22 to 12/31/22.
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