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Pat Fischer leads Harbor Country Hikers through Grand Beach Nature Preserve. Photo by Edmund Lawler.

I
n bone-chilling cold, a dozen hikers recently 
trekked through a gently rolling landscape re-
sembling a snow globe as fi erce winds whipped 
fl akes in every direction.

But it could have been worse. Harbor Country 
Hikers could have been trespassing its way through 
a tract of new homes in this rare ecosystem on the 

outer edges of Grand Beach, Mich. 
If it were not for the multi-year effort of an eco-

logically minded landowner, a village council presi-
dent hellbent on preserving the parcel’s innate 
beauty, and a determined resident who led a suc-
cessful grassroots fundraising campaign, the prop-
erty might be just another high-end subdivision.

Continued on Page 2
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Instead, it’s now Grand Beach Nature Preserve, 
a 46-acre treasure trove of trees, plants and grasses 
characteristic of a coastal plain marsh on the East 
or Gulf coasts.

Take a bow, Ellen Frankle, Debbie Lindley and 
Sheila McGinnis. The land now belongs to the pub-
lic, which will enjoy it for generations to come.

Frankle is a partner with Grand Beach Land De-
velopment, a private partnership that owned the 
land and sold it to the village; Lindley is the former 
Grand Beach village council president who champi-
oned the acquisition; and McGinnis is a retired Chi-
cago judge who spearheaded Grand Beach’s quest to 
meet an ambitious fundraising goal.

But back to the snowy hike led by HCH President 
Pat Fischer. Describing himself as a citizen natural-
ist, he paused frequently along the trails that zig-
zag the nature preserve to point his hiking stick at 
some of the unusual natural features.

Bundled up against the chill, the group traced its 
way along the edge of a small pond created years ago 
when sand was mined from the site and trucked to 
the nearby lakefront to shore up an eroding beach. 
The project that carved out what’s now called the 
Frog Pond had the state of Michigan’s blessing.

Fischer explained that in Southwest Michigan 
and Northwest Indiana, coastal-plain marshes can 
be found on sand deposits left by glaciers.

“We’re standing on an ancient shore,” Fischer 
told the hikers.

The newly designated preserve has features such 
as sand prairies and oak barrens, a type of savanna 
with typically low tree cover.

Fischer  then guided the group into the immedi-
ately adjacent Grand Beach Marsh Preserve, which 
features habitats such as a coastal plain marsh, oak 
forest, wet prairie and sand prairie. At the center is 
an open pond-like depression that holds water dur-
ing seasonal precipitation. It was dry this day.

The wetland property was acquired from Grand 
Beach Land Development by The Nature Conser-
vancy in 1984 and designated as Grand Beach 
Marsh Preserve.

In 2009, The Nature Conservancy transferred the 
property to Chikaming Open Lands, which manag-

NATURE PRESERVED Continued from Page 1

Debbie Lindley (far left) and members of the Grand Beach Land 
Development partnership celebrate the closing of the land sale to the 
village on Nov. 11, 2021, at Meridian Title in New Buffalo, Mich. To her 

right are Ellen Frankle, Sid Mathias and Rita Mathias. 
Photo courtesy of Debbie Lindley.

es the 11-acre preserve to protect the unique ecology 
for educational and recreational uses. It includes 
such rare fl ora as the bladderwort, an aquatic car-
nivorous plant.

To support the adjoining Grand Beach Nature 
Preserve, COL, a local nonprofi t conservancy, is do-
nating $20,000 worth of in-kind consulting services 
for the next 20 years.

The preserve, with its 46 acres on mostly higher 
ground, combined with 11 acres now comprise a 57-
acre swath of graceful landscape in the land of the 
dunes.

Getting to the Nov. 17, 2021, closing for the newly 
acquired 46-acre preserve took some work. A lot of 
work.

It was Frankle, a longtime Grand Beach resident 
and part owner of the land, who got things rolling 
by laying out a possible road map for the village to 
acquire it. The property was familiar to nearly ev-
eryone in the community. They had walked dogs, 
hit golf balls on the driving range adjacent to the 
golf course and onto the nature preserve, driven golf 
carts or snowmobiles through the terrain or simply 
strolled through the picturesque landscape. The 
private land was leased by Grand Beach Land De-
velopment to the village for decades at $1 per year. 
Most in the community assumed the village already 
owned the property.

It wasn’t, and the sweet deal for the village would 
not last forever. 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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In April 2017, Frankle addressed a letter to her 
fellow residents: “You may be aware that Grand 
Beach Land Development has offered the village of 
Grand Beach the fi rst opportunity to purchase the 
40 plus acres of vacant land it owns between the golf 
course and the Grand Beach Marsh Preserve at the 
appraised value. This includes the majority of the 
land used as a driving range, as well as the pond 
and large woodland and prairie areas.

“For decades the company has leased the land to 
the village for $1 a year. Now that we are contem-
plating winding down the company, we need to pass 
control to new owners.

“… I would like to see the village obtain the prop-
erty and keep it available as open space and recre-
ational land,” she wrote. “With the lake rising and 
our beaches shrinking, preserving natural space and 
allowing room for leisure activities feels especially 
important for our quality of life.”

In her let-
ter, Frankle 
said COL was 
willing to work 
with the village 
to help procure 
and manage the 
land. In addition, 
she pointed out 
that the village 
might be eligible 
for a Natural 
Resources Trust 
Fund grant.

In an inter-
view, Frankle 
explained: “I had 
talked to people 
at Chikaming 
Open Lands 
even before all 
of this started to 
get their input 

on the land. They mentioned the Natural Resources 
Trust Fund grant, but that land conservancies like 
Chikaming were not allowed to apply.”

Villages like Grand Beach, however, could.
“I brought that forward to the village to say,  ‘Here 

is a way to be able to do this,’” she explained.
McGinnis, who led the grassroots fundraising 

drive, feared the possibility of acquiring and des-
ignating the property as a nature preserve might 
never actually happen.

“At one point,” she said, “I understood that the 
village was not looking to buy the property because 
they wanted more houses built there to generate 
more tax property money.”

Her understanding was correct. Some in the com-
munity and on the village council preferred to see 
homes built on the property.

Sheila McGinnis is photographed at the frog 
pond in the newly designated Grand Beach 
Nature Preserve. Photo by Edmund Lawler

Continued on Page 4
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Whatever its use, land is expensive in lakefront 
communities. The 46-acre parcel’s price tag would 
be several million dollars. And the taxpayers of 
Grand Beach would not be footing the bill through 
a special assessment or by draining its budget re-
serves. That option was a non-starter.

The village’s acquisition of the land seemed like 
a long shot. That was, until Grand Beach landed a 
large grant from the Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources, as per Frankle’s suggestion.

The department’s Natural Resources Trust Fund 
helps communities provide for natural resource 
protection and outdoor recreation. Impressed with 
Grand Beach’s well-crafted grant application, which 
emphasized the unique nature of the land’s fl ora and 
fauna, the state awarded the village $2.4 million. 
But, there was a big string attached to the sizable 
grant. The Trust Fund requires that local communi-
ties have some skin in the game. The village needed 
to defray 25 percent of the fi nal appraised price of 
the land, which was about $3.2 million. One-quar-
ter of $3.2 million is $800,000 — a daunting sum for 
a small community.

McGinnis, who has loved that land and all its 
wonderful plants and creatures since spending 
summers in Grand Beach as a child, was not go-
ing to let the state’s $2.4 million offer simply sit on 
the table. She was convinced Grand Beachers could 
meet their end of the bargain.

The clock was ticking.
“When I heard Grand Beach was actually in 

the running for the grant is when I got involved,” 
McGinnis said. “At fi rst, we tried to get a group of 
homeowners together and establish a nonprofi t or-
ganization to buy the land and hold onto it for a 
year or two. Then we’d donate it to the village. But 
we couldn’t get enough interest in that idea.”

Plan B was more modest. McGinnis helped form 
a group of 10 homeowners known as the Friends of 
the Grand Beach Nature Preserve. The goal was to 
support the village’s plan to acquire the land with 
the assistance of the state grant.

“We pledged about $150,000,” she said. The 
pledges were generous, but well short of $800,000.

She needed to get more people involved.
“I just kept working, and we decided to do a 

fundraiser, something I’ve never done before,” she 
explained. “We went around to every winery and 
brewery and restaurant in the area to ask them to 
donate gift cards to be auctioned to raise money for 
the grant match.”

 Many pitched in. The gift cards would be among 
the items auctioned at a fundraiser in the summer 
of 2018.

The group also secured overnight packages from 
the famous Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island and 
Crystal Mountain Resort near Traverse City. They 
procured free rounds of golf for foursomes at Long 
Beach Country Club, Beverly Country Club in Chi-
cago and the Dunes Club in New Buffalo. Benches 
bearing the names of donors that would be set up in 
the nature preserve were auctioned, as were tickets 
to Chicago Bears games, even paintings of the acre-
age by local artists.

“I was like the crazy lady around here,” McGinnis 
said with a laugh. “People would see me and run in 
another direction. I was determined to try my best. 
My father (the late Tom Kilroe) loved that land.”

The auction’s haul was impressive. But it was 
about $120,000 short of the amount needed to meet 
the local match, even with a $58,000 grant from the 
Pokagon Fund. Fortunately, at the 11th hour, an 
anonymous donor offered to match any additional 
donations up to $60,000.

The Friends of Grand Beach put in a frenetic fi nal 
round of requests for donations, emphasizing that 
the village was now only a few feet from the fi nish 
line. Some residents who already donated made a 
second pledge, according to McGinnis.

The Grand Beach Land Development partner-
ship helped the cause.

“We agreed to accept cash compensation of 
$2,808,000,” Frankle explained in an email. “The 
difference is considered a donation of land value 
— a donation to the village. Grand Beach Land De-
velopment’s contribution was independent of local 
fundraising. Our donation of land value counted to-

NATURE PRESERVED Continued from Page 3

Some of the plant life at Grand Beach Nature Preserve. Photo provided by Ellen Frankle
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ward the 25 percent required match for 
the grant application.”

The $2.4 million state grant was ap-
proved in December 2018. The local fun-
draising campaign would take nearly 
three more years, culminating with the 
November 2021 closing.

Frankle is delighted the way things 
turned out and believes her late husband, 
Larry, would feel the same way. Larry 
Frankle, who died in 2009 at age 57, was 
a local attorney, a trustee of New Buffalo 
Township and a founding member of The 
Pokagon Fund board of directors.

Lindley, the village council president 
who recently resigned to prepare for a 
move to Indianapolis, said the village is 
thankful for the role Frankle played.

“She is very ecologically minded and 
was very thorough in learning about the state grant 
and what it would take,” she said. “She was willing 
to go through this process for the two to three years 
it took. Not many landowners would be willing to 
work with you for that long.”

Lindley also applauded Mary Robertson, the vil-
lage’s well-regarded clerk-treasurer, who shepherd-
ed the project from start to fi nish. The village cele-
brated its acquisition with a spirited ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at the newly christened Grand Beach Na-

ture Preserve on July 22, 2022.
Jack Stewart, a longtime member of the 

Grand Beach community, fondly recalls 
hiking, camping, cross-country skiing, 
skating on the pond and playing ball on 
the section of the preserve known as Ro-
hde Field when he was a member of the 
Irish Sluggers youth baseball team in the 
late 1960s. Stewart is relieved the land 
will retain its pristine character.

“It’s a slice of nature in your backyard 
and something you have to appreciate 
and take in,” Stewart said. “I love to skate 
there in the winter when the pond freezes. 
It becomes a perfectly fl at sheet of ice that 
even a Zamboni couldn’t do.”

Lindley says some residents have com-
plained that the village spent too much mon-
ey acquiring the 46-acre nature preserve.

“But I replied that we have not spent any taxpay-
er money on this,” she said. “It was bought through 
grants and more than $300,000 in contributions 
from homeowners.

“It would have been criminal to let that property 
get built out,” said Lindley, who served 25 years on 
the village council. “But now we know that the prop-
erty will be maintained for eternity by the village of 
Grand Beach as the land’s trustee. It can’t be sold. 
It will be there for generations to enjoy.”

Jack Stewart is photographed 
at the driving-range portion of 

Grand Beach Nature Preserve. 
Photo by Edmund Lawler
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LCN Spotlight Organization

Interfaith Community PADS Executive Director Harry Holtkamp (third from 
left) poses with Lakefront Career Network committee members, as well 

as a few of his board members.
Interfaith Community PADS, a faith-based orga-

nization providing food, shelter and resource refer-
rals to the homeless population, is Lakefront Career 
Network’s 2023 Spotlight Organization.

Each year, LCN, Michigan City Chamber of Com-
merce’s young professionals committee, uses an ap-
plication process to choose a nonprofi t to support 
for the year. Now in its sixth partnership, LCN will 
work with Interfaith to increase awareness through 
new events, givebacks and fundraisers. 

Visit www.MichiganCityChamber.com/about-lcn/ 
or call (219) 874-6221 for more information on LCN. 
Visit www.interfaithcommunitypads.com or call (219) 
276-7582 for details on Interfaith Community PADS.

Winter Hours: 
Mon-Fri 11-5 • Sun 12-5

Winter Clearance 
25-50% Off

Unity Foundation Scholarships
Friday, March 24, is the deadline to apply for 

Unity Foundation of LaPorte County’s 2023 cycle of 
scholarships and awards.

Scholarships average more than $2,000 each. For 
the 2022-2023 school year, Unity reduced tuition bills 
worth more than $330,000 for 150 students. Adults 
looking to gain more education also can apply.

Unity’s General Scholarship Application simpli-
fi es the process by allowing students to apply for 
different scholarships through one form. The appli-
cation, eligibility requirements and additional de-
tails are available at www.ufl c.net/scholarships. Ap-
plicants are encouraged to begin the process early.

The community also can nominate people for:
• Diane Kay Bamberth Memorial Award, which 

goes to a LaPorte High School graduating senior 
pursuing a four-year undergraduate degree, and 
who exemplifi es humility, tenacity and strength 
of character during adversity.

• Jan Nona Environmental Stewardship, which 
honors students or “teachers inspiring students” 
in the Michigan City area who, like Nona, become 
involved in environmental issues. The recipient 
must be a resident of LaPorte or Porter counties. 
The award is paid to the recipient, or college or 
university, on behalf of the recipient, or a recog-
nized charity of the recipient’s choice.

Stories from the Soil
“Stories from the Soil,” a new exhibit by LaPorte 

County’s Jon Hook and Andrea Peterson, runs Jan. 
20-Feb. 26 in the Robert Williams Gallery at Box Fac-
tory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich.

An artists’ reception is from 5:30-7 p.m. EST Fri-
day, Jan. 20. Light refreshments and special non-
alcoholic mocktails will be available. Box Factory 
winter hours are (all times Eastern) noon-4 p.m. 
EST Thursdays-Sundays, with extended hours un-
til 6 p.m. Thursdays. 

Visit https://boxfactoryforthearts.org for addi-
tional information.

Monday Musicale
Monday Musicale’s January program, “Profes-

sions,” is open to members and guests at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 23, at First United Methodist Church, 
121 E. Seventh St.  

The program, chaired by Kathy Chase, is the 
fourth in a series that follows “The Circle of Life.”  
Performers will include Ange Benz, Chase, Kathi 
Jones, Tom LeDonne and Nancy Nichols. Light re-
freshments will be served after the program.

There is no fee for guests to attend; however, do-
nations to the scholarship fund are appreciated.  
Contact Ange Benz at (219) 874-3754 or Sue Cassler 
at (219) 362-1421 for details.

http://www.MichiganCityChamber.com/about-lcn/
http://www.interfaithcommunitypads.com
http://www.ufl
https://boxfactoryforthearts.org
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3600 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Duneland Beach, Indiana
6 BEDROOMS/4.5 BATHS

$4,450,000

1114 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

6 BEDROOMS/7 FULL, 4 HALF BATHS
$3,750,000

4114 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
New Buffalo, Michigan
2 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS

$1,595,000

51116 LAKE PARK DRIVE
Grand Beach, Michigan
4 BEDROOMS/4.5 BATHS

$1,450,000

3545 MANITOU TRAIL
Duneland Beach, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS/3 BATHS
$1,300,000

8807 N FRONTAGE ROAD
Michigan City, Indiana
2 BEDROOMS/2 BATHS

$1,250,000

118 KRUEGER AVENUE
Michigan City, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS/2.5 BATHS
$879,000

3853 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE
Michiana Shores, Indiana

2 BEDROOMS/1 BATH
$399,000

2302 HAZELTINE DRIVE
Long Beach, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS/2.5 BATHS

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

SITS ON NEARLY 85 ACRES

FOR RENT A BLOCK FROM THE BEACH

MOTIVATED SELLER

REHABBER’S DELIGHT

NEW CONSTRUCTION
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• Drop-In Volunteer Program (Trash Trek-
kers) from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily at Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center. Trash Trekkers is a no-
hassle volunteer option that helps keep trails and 
beaches clean. Temporary passes are available.

• The Save the Tunes Council performs from 
7:30-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 20, at Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center. The group preserves folk songs 
in the traditional way, using guitar, autoharp, 
dulcimer, banjo, harmonica, bagpipe, penny whis-
tle, hurdy gurdy and other obscure instruments.

• The Gem of Chicago Wilderness: Ecology & 
Restoration from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 21, 
at Indiana Dunes Visitor Center. Dr. Spencer 
Cortwright’s presentation will describe how the 
area came to be, emphasizing important restora-
tion needs as well.

• National Park Themed Movie from 10-11:30 
a.m. Saturdays-Sundays in January at In-
diana Dunes Visitor Center. The schedule is: 
Jan. 21-22: “Everglades of the North”; Jan. 28-29: 
“Heroes on Deck.”

• Snowshoe Open House at Chellberg Farm 
(snow permitting) from 1-3 p.m. Saturdays-
Sundays in January at the Park Connection 
Offi ce at Chellberg Farm. At least 3 inches of 
snow is required, and a limited number of snow-
shoes are available for loan. Regardless of snow, 
the farmhouse may still be open for hikers to stop 
by. Call the visitor center at (219) 395-1882 for 
details. Park at the lot off Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12 and 20 in Porter. The program is 
sponsored by the Friends of Indiana Dunes. 

❑

IDNP is accepting applications for businesses of-
fering approved services, such as guided hikes, over-
night backpacking and camping trips, photography 

Indiana Dunes National Park
lessons, instructional classes, guided kayaking, ca-
noeing, paddle boat tours and mobile food trucks. 

The park will review all proposals. Depending 
on the type of service, there may be some require-
ments, such as having insurance and following fed-
eral, state and local food-handling ordinances. 

Applications can be sent to: Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Park, Attn: Steve Rossi, Concessions Man-
agement Specialist, 1100 N. Mineral Springs Road, 
Porter, IN 46304. There is a $100 nonrefundable 
fee to process the application. The permit is valid 
through Dec. 31, 2023, and all approved service pro-
viders will be listed on the national park’s website as 
an authorized vendor. Visit /tinyurl.com/2n5ya2vb 
for an application or more details.

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake 
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219) 
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov/indu for details.

Indiana Dunes State Park
• Beach Discovery Walk at 10 a.m. Saturday, 

Jan. 21. Meet a naturalist at the east side of the 
beach pavilion for a 45-minute exploratory walk 
along the state park beach. If conditions allow, 
snowshoes will be offered for free on a fi rst come, 
fi rst-served basis.

• Cold Blooded Buffet at 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
21. Meet at the Nature Center Auditorium to see 
reptiles and amphibians eat live meals.

• Winter Tree ID Spree at 10 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 
22. Meet a naturalist at the Nature Center for 
a short hike. If conditions allow, free snowshoes 
will be offered on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.
Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County 

Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs.

http://www.nps.gov/indu
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V A L E N T I N E ' S
S A L E

 B U Y  O N E  G E T  O N E  F R E E  A T  5 0 %  O F F

823 FRANKLIN ST.            WWW.LMGINTERIOR.COM           219-210-3748

P R E S E N T S  T W O  A M A Z I N G  E V E N T S ! !  
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Need a Paper Box Installed?
Going on Vacation?

Missed a Paper?
You can manage all of your 

delivery needs online at:
www.thebeacher.com

Click on Circulation Tab
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Special Events Schedule Revealed
Eight major events shape the Michigan City Spe-

cial Events schedule, beginning with the annual 
Michigan City St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Satur-
day, March 11.

The parade will follow the traditional Franklin 
Street route, heading north from Ninth to Fourth 
streets. Next is the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
April 8, in Washington Park.

The Singing Sands Sand Sculpting Festival re-
turns June 9-11 in Washington Park, bringing back 
sand sculptors to create works of art and showcase 
Michigan City’s lakefront.

“In addition to the master and semi-professional 
competition, we will be announcing a new amateur 
competition which will allow local groups, organi-
zations and companies to compete for a chance to 
win money for their favorite local charity,” Special 
Events Director Terry Greetham said in a recent 
press release.

The annual patriotic celebration begins with the 
Kiddie Parade on Saturday, June 24, the Patriot-
ic Parade on Saturday, July 1, and capped off by 
the Fireworks Spectacular in Washington Park on 
Tuesday, July 4.

Labor Day weekend, Sept. 1-4, sees the return of 
Oktoberfest to Washington Park. 

“We want to expand the vendor area, bring in 
a few more food options and hopefully have some 
more options for the kids,” Greetham said.

The fi nal event is the Festival of Lights Cele-
bration on Dec. 2. The parade will welcome Santa 
Claus, followed by the lighting of the Christmas 
tree. The celebration will continue with the annual 
Chili Challenge and other offerings.

The Michigan City Main Street Association will 
present the Shelf Ice Brewfest on Feb. 25, while The 
LaPorte County Convention & Visitors Bureau will 
present the Michigan City AquaX Grand Prix on 
July 8-9 and Great Lakes Grand Prix on Aug. 2-6, 
both in Washington Park.

Additional information and event registration is 
at www.emichigancity.com/175/Special-Events

http://www.emichigancity.com/175/Special-Events
http://www.thebeacher.com
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Just Listed

ZAK ELHIDAOUI
REALTOR®

(219) 448-1052
zake@daprileproperties.com
www.zakeproperties.com

Michigan City office: 
726 Franklin St. Michigan City, IN 46360

2938 Mount Clair Way, Long Beach
$429,000

Here’s your chance to revive this Spanish Revival located blocks from the shores of Lake Michigan. This charming stucco 
is full of Mediterranean flare from the clay shingles, arched doorways and wrought-iron details on the outside to the 
beautiful archways, stone fireplace and warm design on the inside. Offering three bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, a living room, 
formal dining room and updated kitchen. A door off the kitchen leads to the back patio and in-ground pool. The large 
corner lot provides ample room for outside enjoyment all year-round. Perfectly located near parks, restaurants and Stop 
29. This is an Estate Sale, Sold AS IS. Schedule your showing today. Don’t forget to bring your creative ideas!

mailto:zake@daprileproperties.com
http://www.zakeproperties.com
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Grace Ball, Chikaming Open Lands education 
and community outreach coordinator, will reveal 
how to spot animal signs during the next Harbor 
Country Hikers program.

The hike is from 2-4 p.m. EST Saturday, Jan. 21, 
at Chris Thompson Memorial Preserve, 7592 War-
ren Woods Road, Three Oaks, Mich. Ball will show 
how to fi nd and identify common clues wildlife spe-
cies leave behind in forests and fi elds.

The physical diffi culty for the 1.1-mile hike is 
rated “moderate” for the venue’s rolling hills. Hik-

Interested in advertising in the Dining Guide? Call us today at (219) 879-0088

DINE IN • CARRY OUT
DELIVERY INCLUDING THE BEACH COMMUNITY

Mon-Thurs & Sun 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11 pm
5184 S. Franklin St., Michigan City 872-3838
We Deliver to Michigan City, Westville and Beach Communities!

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • FREE BANQUET ROOM FOR PARTIES

$2 OFF X LARGE/LARGE • $1.50 OFF MEDIUM
$1 OFF SMALL

5 FREE
COCONUT MACAROONS

When You Spend $50 or More

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSELEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE
401 Franklin St., Michigan City401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com219-814-4530 • leedspublichouse.com
Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Monday & Tuesday - Closed • Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Now offering online ordering through our website, Now offering online ordering through our website, 
and catering for lunch or dinner!and catering for lunch or dinner!

615 Indiana 212, Michigan City
(219) 999-9918

Dine in or Carryout

Bar 

Find our menu at:

3101 E. U.S. 12
Michigan City

(219) 874-5718
Closed Sundays

We’re closed 
this month 

but will 
reopen 
Feb. 1!

Harbor Country Hikers Heading to Memorial Preserve
ers should dress for the weather and take plenty 
of water. Depending on conditions, there could be 
muddy or icy patches. 

Membership is preferred; however, the public 
is welcome. An all-terrain rollator — a wheeled 
walker with oversized tires for unpaved surfaces 
— is available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis 
by emailing harborcountryhikers@gmail.com. Visit 
www.harborcountryhikers.com or the Facebook 
page, Harbor Country Hikers, for driving directions, 
parking instructions and membership information.

mailto:harborcountryhikers@gmail.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
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LCSO Directors Speaking at Events
LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra’s music 

director, Dr. Carolyn Watson, spoke 
Jan. 12 at the International Con-
ductors Guild 2023 International 
Conductor Conference in Valencia, 
Spain.

Addressing an audience of conduc-
tors from around the world, the title 
of her presentation was “Cracks in 
the Glass Ceiling: Women Conduc-
tors, New Trends, Old Challenges.” 
She was joined by Dr. Danielle Lis-
boa, music director of the Concordia 
University of Edmonton Orchestra.

Also, LCSO Executive Director 
Tim King will speak at the League 
of American Orchestra’s winter 
conference Jan. 29-30 in New York 
City.  He will present to colleagues 
in Orchestras Level 7 and  8 — those 
with budgets up to $700,000 — the 
LCSO’s “Music Forever” campaign, 
which began at the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
Visit www.lcso.net for additional 

information about the symphony and upcoming 
concert schedule.

Watson

King

24 BREWS ON TAP
OPEN 7 DAYS

New " "
PIZZA

Jan 20 - Kasim Whiting
Jan 21 -Cosmic Countrymen

Jan 27 - Lauren Dukes
Jan 28 - Acoustically Speaking

Johnny V Every TUES

OPEN MIC Every WED

WINTER
SPECIAL

 

http://www.lcso.net
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Relentlessly grim, “The Son” lends weight to the 
theory on why Oscar heavyweights are tanking at 
the box offi ce. After living through a global pandem-
ic, who wants to leave the comforts of home stream-
ing for a depressing experience in theaters?

Emotionally diffi cult fi lms are worth the effort if 
they illuminate the human condition. “Schindler’s 
List,” for instance, is exceedingly painful, but en-
durable because it introduces one man taking a 
stand amid the unthinkable. “Lorenzo’s Oil” fea-
tures agonizing scenes of a child in pain, but also 
parents who stop at nothing to help him.

I had high hopes for “The Son,” which opens na-
tionwide in theaters Friday. It hails from the 2018 
stage play by Florian Zeller, which also doubled as 
a prequel to his earlier work, “The Father.” Zeller’s 
2020 fi lm adaptation of the latter was astonishing, 
a rare movie to succinctly recreate the experience 
of suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. In the pro-
cess, it won Anthony Hopkins his second Oscar and 
Zeller a Best Adapted Screenplay statue.

Zeller brought back the same crew from “The Fa-
ther” for “The Son,” but the story, itself, is nowhere 
near as effective. It is, simply, a downward spiral 
into despair.

Hugh Jackman scored a Best Actor Golden Globe 
nomination, and he’ll likely do the same once the 
2022 Academy Awards are announced. It is a tough 

performance, and not in the way we expect from the 
“X-Men” star. It is a steely portrait of a man who 
drowns himself in false assurances that everything 
is OK. When it’s not, the polished exterior begins to 
crack. Not in big, dramatic outbursts, but controlled 
releases of anguish. It is impressive.

Jackman plays Peter Miller, a successful busi-
nessman who left his wife, Kate (Oscar-winner Lau-
ra Dern), a few years back for another woman, Beth 
(Vanessa Kirby, “The Crown”). The two now have a 
newborn son.

The casualty of Peter’s divorce is his 17-year-
old son, Nicholas (impressive Australian actor Zen 
McGrath). He’s angry. Disillusioned. Not just sad, 
mind you, but the type of crippling depression that 
sees him skipping school and lashing out at his 
mother. Looking for change, he moves in with Peter 
and Beth. All seems fi ne...at fi rst. But Nicholas’ pat-
tern of withdrawing from the world only deepens.

The trick of McGrath’s performance is that he 
dares to make Nicholas unlikable. Manipulative, in 
a way, although, one might argue, he has a right to 

“The Son” is a Grim Prequel 
to Superior “The Father”

by Andrew Tallackson

Zen McGrath (from left), Laura Dern and Hugh Jackman star in “The Son.”

★ ★
“The Son”

Running time: 123 minutes. Rated PG-13 for mature thematic 

content involving suicide, and strong language.
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be this mad...and his parents aren’t dealing with it 
responsibly. Kirby, whose absence from “The Crown” 
is still felt three seasons later, plays the only char-
acter smart enough to realize the help Nicholas so 
desperately needs.

A little past the fi lm’s midpoint, Peter has lunch 
with his father. He’s played by Anthony Hopkins, 
and it is here we realize the drama of “The Son” 
is unfolding before the events of “The Father,” dur-
ing the earliest onset of Alzheimer’s disease for the 
character. It is here, too, that we realize the Hop-
kins character is a horrible person. A monster of a 
father. The resulting impact is twofold. It deadens 
any sympathy we had toward the character in “The 
Father.” And, it hammers home the fi lm’s message: 
Fathers and sons are trapped in a vicious cycle, 
doomed to repeat each other’s mistakes.

And it is here when we realize...we know where 
“The Son” is headed. We sincerely hope it isn’t, but 

we can feel the wheels grinding away toward the 
inevitable conclusion.

By the fi nal scene of “The Father,” my heart ached, 
but somehow, through Hopkins and the movie’s in-
novative approach, I was left with the sensation of 
having had a remarkable experience.

By the close of “The Son,” I was numb and rabidly 
grateful it was over.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago



January 19, 2023Page 16
THE

I happen to like Scott Cooper’s movies. He’s no  
Scorsese or Spielberg, but with fi lms like the Oscar-
winning “Crazy Heart” (2009), the seriously creepy 
“Antlers” (2021) and my favorite, the exceedingly 
moving “Hostiles” (2017), he tells stories about peo-
ple. Regular people in remarkable situations.

My respect for Cooper puts me in the minority. 
Most people fi nd his work boring. True, he likes to 
take it slow, and he revels in “style.” By that, I mean 
long, unbroken shots of empty landscapes. Careful-
ly composed images where you can tell he thought 
long and hard about them.

“The Pale Blue Eye,” his latest, just debuted on 
Netfl ix. It looks great, the story is compelling and 
Bale, his frequent collaborator, turns in a subdued 
performance. And...the pace is so sluggish, I suspect 
many a moviegoer will clock out long before the end.

Thing is, the deliberate pace does not bother me. 
This is a storyteller who wants to fi rmly establish 
the world we enter, carefully draw sympathetic per-
formances from the cast before building to a satisfy-
ing close.

The fi lm is based on Louis Bayard’s 2003 histori-
cal mystery, which I suppose you could call a “pot-
boiler.” Set in the 19th century, it involves murders, 
fl irts with the supernatural and sneaks real people 
into the mix. In this case, it’s macabre author Edgar 

Allen Poe, depicted here as a student at the U.S. 
Military Academy in West Point, N.Y. We meet him 
before he became a writer of worldwide renown.

Poe, however, is a supporting player. The driving 
force is Bale’s Augustus Landor, a respected retired 
detective asked to investigate the apparent hang-
ing death of a cadet. School offi cials, hoping to pro-
tect the institution’s public image, ask Landor to go 
about his investigation swiftly and quietly.

The look of “The Pale Blue Eye” is gorgeous. 
Working with cinematographer Masanobu Takay-
anagi (“Silver Linings Playbook”), Cooper creates a 
West Point setting that is brutally inhospitable. As 
if the dense fog will never lift. Where the sun never 
breaks through the gloom. And Bale, who typically 
goes full-throttle “method” on a role, transforming 
himself in ways few actors do, does not lapse into 
many acting “tricks.” Instead, he creates a man who 
is methodical in his investigation, and whose per-
sonal demons wage war with his ability to perform 
his duties.

There is Style to Spare in Slow, But Satisfying “Pale Blue Eye”
by Andrew Tallackson

Christian Bale stars 
as a retired detective 
investigating grisly 

murders in “The 
Pale Blue Eye.”

★ ★ ★
“The Pale Blue Eye”

Running time: 128 minutes. Netflix. Rated R

for some violent content and bloody images.

1/2
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His unexpected sidekick is young Poe, and he’s 
played by Harry Melling, better known for play-
ing the piggish Dudley Dursley in fi ve “Harry Pot-
ter” movies. As an adult, he’s succinctly erased the 
memory of his claim to fame with one risk after an-
other, including “The Queen’s Gambit” and the Coen 
brothers’ “The Ballad of Buster Scruggs.” Here, in 
addition to bearing more than a passing semblance 
to the acclaimed author, he creates a rare original. 
An outcast who carries himself like a polished pro to 
conceal his loneliness and desire for approval. Mel-
ling is quite a force. Poe inserts himself into Land-
or’s investigation without hesitation, proving adept 
at picking up the same clues as Landor.

The mystery of “The Pale Blue Eye,” as per the re-
quirement of any hearty mystery, is a world where 
anyone is a suspect. At West Point, everyone seems 
to be looking over their shoulders. There are know-
ing glances between cadets, hushed conversations. 
As the movie inches closer to the big reveal, I had 
my suspicions. Cooper throws out a nice curveball...
before arriving exactly where I expected it might.  
However, the movie is less about monsters and 
more about loss and grief, and whether it is possible 
to reconcile behavior committed amid the two.

Anyone expecting the pace of a slam-bang Marvel 
fl ick will doze off during “The Pale Blue Eye.” Those 
who prefer a little more thought to their violence 
may be unexpectedly moved by it.

I was.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

Augustus Landor (Christian Bale, left) fi nds an unexpected sidekick in a 
young Edgar Allen Poe (Harry Melling).
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by Andrew Tallackson

“I wish I had cancer. At least they get a pink rib-
bon to wear.”

That line hails from the 2014 movie, “Still Alice,” 
which won Julianne Moore an Oscar. However glib 
it may seem, it struck me as profound in terms of 
staring your own mortality in the face. Moore’s Co-
lumbia University professor is struggling with early 
onset Alzheimer’s disease while only in her 50s, and 
her remark conveys the callous nature of the illness. 
It’s bad enough to be sick, but to have no memory, to 
no longer recognize loved ones in the present, feels 
like a cruel punishment.

My friend, Dorothy Tristan, passed away Satur-
day, Jan. 7, after a 10-year battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease. She died as we’d all like to do. At home. 
In her sleep. Her husband and a caregiver close by. 
I have known her and her husband, director John 
Hancock, for 25 years now. They are good friends. 
No matter how diligently we prepare for death, for 
the loss of a loved one, the loss, itself, is deeply felt. 
Witnessing a friend’s steady decline from Alzheim-
er’s over the course of a decade is devastating.

What surprised and impressed me about Dorothy 
and John upon fi rst meeting them was their lack 
of pretention about themselves. She’d forged a ca-
reer fi rst as a model, then as an actress (“Klute,” 
“Scarecrow,” “End of the Road,” TV’s “The Incredible 
Hulk”), then a screenwriter, author and artist. He’d 
scored an Academy Award nomination early in his 
career, then amassed an impressive resume of fi lm 
and TV credits. “Bang the Drum Slowly” (1973), in 
fact, is regarded as one of the all-time great sports 
pictures. “Prancer” (1989) is a Christmas tradition 
for many a family.

After widespread fi res caused catastrophic dam-
age to their Malibu home, John and Dorothy called 
it quits to life in California, making Galena Town-
ship here their permanent home. It was where 
John’s parents had created a life for themselves, one 
that included an orchard on the property just off 
Fail Road. By the time I met them in the late ’90s, 
when they were prepping the back-to-back inde-
pendent movies “A Piece of Eden” and “Suspended 
Animation,” I covered the journey of making those 
two pictures for a local newspaper. To me, John and 
Dorothy came across as salt-of-the-earth folk. Regu-
lar people who just happened to be in the business 
of making movies. They preferred the realm of inde-
pendent fi lm because they could tell stories on their 
terms. It was a risk, never knowing if studios would 
show interest, and the reality was, sometimes, the 
bets didn’t pay off.

My friendship with John and Dorothy deepened 

in 2012-2013 during work on “The Looking Glass.” 
Based on Tristan’s own screenplay, the story in-
volved a former actress, living in LaPorte, strug-
gling with early onset Alzheimer’s disease right as 
her granddaughter arrives to stay with her. 

I was one of four producers on the fi lm, along with 
serving as one of three vocal coaches for its young 
costar, Grace Tarnow. The crushing irony is that 
Tristan, like her character, was exhibiting signs of 
early onset Alzheimer’s. The sting of it still gnaws 
at me. Here, she’d written this beautiful screen-
play...and she could not remember the very words 
she’d written. How did she still pull off that beauti-
ful performance? Through the loving patience of her 
husband, the cast and crew, by improvising scenes 
and having cue cards with dialogue placed at eye 
level behind the actors with whom she interacted.

Remembering Dorothy Tristan: Actress, Writer, Artist, Friend

Downtime during fi lming of “The Looking Glass” in 2013. My then 6-year-old son, William, chats with Dorothy Tristan before fi lming a scene at LaPorte Hospital.

Dorothy and me, during a break from fi lming “The Looking Glass”
in Galena Township.

Dorothy’s favorite portrait from recent years.

And it was amid downtime between shooting that 
Dorothy was still as vibrant as ever. Tender, per-
ceptive, witty and, yes, on occasion, profane. I loved 
watching her with my then 6-year-old son, William. 
When I glance at photos taken during that time, he 
is enraptured by her. Hanging on every word. Sa-
voring her company.

I saw Dorothy just before Christmas, two weeks 
before her passing. She may not have known my 
name, but there were fl ickers of recognition in her 
eyes...and for me, that was enough. She still had 
that girlish smile. There was a moment when all 
was quiet, though, and she looked at me and whis-
pered, “I’m ready to go.”

I understood the meaning behind that remark.
I’m not going to dwell too much on my last time 

with Dorothy. Instead, I will think of “The Looking 

Glass.” Those photos of Will with her. When, despite 
the presence of Alzheimer’s disease, she was still 
Dorothy.

My friend.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com
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219.879.9155 Michigan City
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http://www.talktotedinc.com
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Danny DeVito’s “Matilda” (1996) is perfection. 
True, it deviates a bit from Roald Dahl’s 1988 clas-
sic, but the changes better the tale. DeVito’s manic 
direction. The zinger-laced screenplay. David New-
man’s fanciful score. The contrast between Pam 
Ferris’ evil Trunchbull, which The New Yorker in its 
review likened to a “human T-Rex,” and the fragile 
kindness of Embeth Davidtz’s Miss Honey.

There isn’t a thing I would change. Any of it.
So…maybe I’m the wrong person to review any 

musical adaptation. Why tinker with success? For 
nerds like me, you sit there, comparing the new 
with the old, and almost always siding with the old.

What cannot be disputed is the high energy of 
this Netfl ix adaptation of the 2011 stage production. 
The musical hews closer to Dahl’s tale, less focused 
on magical elements and more the battle of wills 
between child and adult.

Young Matilda (the winning Alisha Weir) loves 
reading and learning, her parents (Stephen Gra-
ham and Andrea Riseborough) not so much. In fact, 
they detest it. To rid themselves of Matilda, they 
cart her off to Crunchem Hall, which is run by the 
vile Miss Trunchbull (Oscar-winner Emma Thomp-
son), who loathes children with every fi ber of her be-
ing — a key trait of most adults in any Roald Dahl 

tale. In his world, adults have long forgotten the 
simple pleasures of childhood.

Dahl’s other favorite themes are on display. A 
discovery through learning. The childhood bonds of 
friendship. Garish, wicked adults who’ve lost touch 
with reality.

The story has bite. So if you’re going to introduce 
songs, they better have the same sting. The mu-
sic here may be bright and peppy...but it’s also in-
stantly forgettable. True, the choreography by Peter 
Darling and Ellen Kane infuses the numbers with 
a “wow” factor. These kids can dance. But that’s the 
problem. You marvel at all the movement, while the 
songs themselves evaporate on impact.

Thompson relishes diving into a character like 
Trunchbull. The unfl attering makeup, the outra-
geous costumes. She doesn’t so much chew the scen-
ery, but wolf down every trace of it. And, she’s got 
the pipes to belt out a few big numbers. Thing is, 
the character had more savage dialogue in the 1996 

The Energy in “Matilda” is High...But DeVito’s Classic Reigns Supreme
by Andrew Tallackson

Alisha Weir is winning in the title role.

★ ★
“Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical”

Running time: 117 minutes. Netflix. Rated PG for

thematic elements, exaggerated bullying and some language.

1/2
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fi lm: outrageous lines you quoted to friends after 
leaving the theater.

Lashana Lynch (“The Woman King”), however, 
is wonderful as Miss Honey. Like Davidtz, she’s 
the antidote to the story’s cynicism. Sweet, gentle, 
wearing her heart on her sleeve. She also has the 
musical’s two best songs: “My House,” and the dyna-
mite closing number, “Still Holding My Hand.”

Maybe I am being too critical. Much of the stage 
production’s team is back for the movie, and they 
fi nd a balance between honoring the stage origins 
with opening it up on fi lm. The cast aims to please, 
especially that fi nal musical number. But will I re-
visit the fi lm from time to time, as is the case with 
DeVito’s picture?

Probably not.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

Emma Thompson relishes getting to play the despicable Miss Trunchbull.
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Twenty-one students in A.K. Smith Career Cen-
ter’s Automotive Technology program wrapped up 
the fi rst semester of this school year with 64 certifi -
cations through the National Institute for Automo-
tive Service Excellence.

Automotive Technology in-
structor Steve Barnes said 
this sets a new record. Typi-
cally, about half of the stu-
dents enrolled in the program 
receive ASE certifi cates. With 
38 students this year, Barnes 
was pleased with the number 
that passed the tests, some 
earning as many as eight cer-
tifi cations already this year.

There are 10 entry-level 
certifi cates available with ar-
ea-specifi c tests – one for each 
major automotive system, as 
well as a Maintenance and 
Light Repair test that covers 
all eight areas, plus topics 
such as shop safety and pol-
lution control. Students also 
can test in Automotive Ser-
vice Technology, a more in-
tense certifi cation that covers 
all eight areas, plus work eth-
ics and professionalism.

“I let students choose where 
they feel strongest,” Barnes 
said in a press release. “We 
test for three days, so if they fail, they can try again. 
If they pass, they can try for additional certifi cates.”

Barnes also uses the ASE certifi cation process as 
a fi nal exam in his class. If students receive certifi -
cation in an area, they receive an “A” on the fi nal. 
He also offers a written fi nal exam for students who 
do not pass certifi cation.

Certifi cations received by students will last for 
two years, as opposed to four-year certifi cations held 

by technicians already working in the fi eld. The stu-
dents are: Michael Clark, 2 certifi cates (LaPorte); 
Adam Magill, 4 (LaPorte); Robert Lanchsweerdt, 
8 (New Prairie); Allen Troxler, 3 (LaPorte); Elliott 

Stanford, 2 (Michigan City); Jonathan Serrano, 8 
(Michigan City); Zane Foster, 1 (LaPorte); Fransis-
co Garcia 2 (LaPorte); Austin Bryan, 1 (LaPorte); 
Brandon Bubalo, 3 (LaPorte); William Marshall, 7 
(Westville); Nicholas Smith, 2 (Westville); Ayden 
Griffi n, 2 (LaCrosse); Alejandro Mota-Lopez, 7 
(Michigan City); Jackson Kutkiewicz, 1 (LaCrosse); 
Payton Lijewski, 3 (New Buffalo); Jonathan Luna, 
3 (LaPorte); Holden Sikora, 1 (Westville); Andrew 
Nelson, 1 (LaPorte); Christopher Lichkay, 2 (New 
Prairie); and Harry Bernstein, 2 (Westville).

❑

More information on the Automotive Technology 
program is available at www.EducateMC.net/CTE

Automotive Students Earn Record Number of Certifi cations

Steve Barnes (right), Automotive Technology instructor with the LaPorte County Career and Technical 
Education Program, looks under the hood of a car along with student Colton Sellers, who attends 

Westville High School.

http://www.EducateMC.net/CTE
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The People

Meet Janet Baines
Area of Residence: Michigan City.
Title: Counter sales.
Years with The Beacher: About 30 
or so.
What I love about my work: There 
is a good feeling when I can be there 
for a customer, especially if they have 
an event that requires something in 
a hurry. I hope to at least ease the 
strain of getting that one thing done 
and off their list. Meeting so many 
people who have become friends over 
the years has been a bonus. 
Favorite story and why: I returned 
from lunch to see that the window 
by the front door was shattered and 
covered in blood. It looked like a crime 
scene. It seems while I was gone, a 
deer headed right for the window, 
crashed into it, turned around and ran 
away. It was so bizarre.

Favorite movies: “The Dish,” 
“Amazing Grace,” “Sense & 
Sensibility” (the Emma Thompson 
version), “Captain America: The First 
Avenger,” “Thor: Ragnarok,” “Black 
Widow,” “While You Were Sleeping,” 
“Megamind,” “The Emperor’s New 
Groove,” “Miracle on 34th Street,” 
“White Christmas,” “Rise of the 
Guardians,” “Knives Out.”
Favorite books/authors: Jane 
Austen, Alan Bradley (Flavia De Luce 
mysteries), Agatha Christie (“Cat 
Among the Pigeons” is my favorite, 
“The Chronicles of Narnia.”

Photo by 
James Conlin

 Paper

Favorite TV shows: “Vera,” “Shetland,” 
“Hawkeye,” “Brokenwood,” “Pride & Prejudice” (the 
Colin Firth version), “NCIS” (especially the early 
episodes).
TV shows I’m watching now: “The Chosen,” “See 
No Evil,” “Fixer to Fabulous,” “Home Town,” “Crisis 
911,” “Wham Bam Teslacam” (a YouTube thing).
Favorite food: my sister Joycee’s pot roast.
Reason I love living in this area: My family is 
here, which is the biggest reason, the lake, Barker 
Woods, the Great Marsh, Indiana Dunes National 
Park, Indiana Dunes State Park, Red Mill County 
Park, Dune Ridge Trail... It’s just a beautiful area.
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Going to be gone for a while?
You can always read

on line in its entirety
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Center Receives Learning Grant

A Dunes Learning Center naturalist provides an inside look at life as an 
early 1800s French fur trader during a “Walk Through Time” program.
Dunes Learning Center, Indiana Dunes National 

Park’s education partner, has received a National 
Park Foundation Open OutDoors for Kids grant.

The grant will extend the reach of the “Walk 
Through Time” experience, which takes students on a 
living history tour from fi rst settlement to the present.

Since 1998, IDNP and Dunes Learning Center, 
700 Howe Road, Porter, have partnered to deliver 
“Walk Through Time” as part of the “Frog in the 
Bog” overnight camp experience for teachers and 
students in grades 4-6. Also featuring a succession 
hike through Cowles Bog, “Frog in the Bog” was de-
veloped by a consortium of teachers and community 
members, including the learning center’s co-found-
ers: environmental activist Lee Botts, former IDNP 
Superintendent Dale Engquist and Indiana Univer-
sity geology professor Mark Reshkin.

A new pre-visit lesson, “Historic Pathways: Early 
Settlers in the Indiana Dunes,” will focus on the 
journeys of the region’s earliest settlers: a French 
fur trader and Swedish farmer. Then, during the 
“Walk Through Time” tour at Bailly Homestead and 
Chellberg Farm, students will meet these charac-
ters, plus an indigenous person of the Potawatomi 
Bear Clan and a National Park ranger. They will 
explain how Lake Michigan’s southern shore be-
came a mix of national park, state park, steel mills, 
schools, businesses, churches and homes.

Back in the classroom, a new post-visit lesson, 
“My Family Heritage: What’s Your Story?,” will let 
students trace their family’s journey to the Indiana 
Dunes region using guided prompts.

LaPorte County Public Library
LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 

curbside pickup service using meeScan.
New users can download the meeScan app through 

options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place 
holds on items using a customer account. Once at 
the library, check in using the app and clicking Pick-
up from the bottom of the screen (or calling the li-
brary location). An appointment no longer is needed. 
Add the parking space on the app if picking up from 
the main location. Enter information in the instruc-
tions box if picking up holds placed on more than one 
account, or if needing additional assistance. A staff 
member brings held items to the vehicle. Customers 
using the app receive updates as their requests are 
processed. Returns can be placed in book drops and 
be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At this time, 
there is no limit to the number of items customers 
can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
❑

LaPorte County Public Library patrons are no 
longer charged daily overdue fi nes when an item is 
returned late. Customers only will be charged for 
items they damage, lose or never return.  

❑

The following programs are planned:
• Simple Nutrition from 5-6 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 19, in the Coolspring Branch Meeting 
Room. Learn the basics of nutritious cooking.

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 20, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities.

• Intro to the Internet: Adults (19+) from 10-
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 21, in the main li-
brary Meeting Room B. Learn the basics of In-
ternet use.

• Family Pajama Storytime from 6-6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 23, at the main library. The 
program focuses on stories and songs. Guests can 
wear pajamas and take a favorite stuffed animal.

• Intro to iPads and iPhones (Adults 19+) from 
5:30-7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25, in the main 
library Meeting Room B. Learn the basics of 
using such devices.

❑

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

Classifi ed ads do the trick!
Visit www.thebeacher.com to submit your ad today!

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.thebeacher.com
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FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

APY*

%
Finding a great rate on a CD is nice, but to get
the most from your CDs, you need a strategy.
Get in touch to learn more.

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/10/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository
institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Kayla M Buckmaster
Financial Advisor

411 Franklin
Michigan City, IN 46360
219-878-0590

1-year

4.65
We're more than just a great rate

http://www.fdic.gov


January 19, 2023Page 26
THE

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• Conservation Club House, 1 Mill Pond Road, 

Union Mills, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 22.
• LaPorte High School, 602 F St., 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 24.
• Purdue University Northwest, Library Student 

Faculty Building Room 144, 1401 S. U.S. 421, 
Westville, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The library is changing overhead lighting to LED 
fi xtures. They will feature automatic ambient light-
ing, centralized controls for turning on and off and 
conservation in unoccupied public areas. The library 
will remain open during all phases of the project, but 
reserves the right to close if necessary. Areas under 
the work zone will be closed. The goal is to mini-
mize closure time to its collections and services. The 
meeting rooms will close while work is done. 

The following programs are scheduled:
• Film Showing: “Where the Crawdads Sing” 

at 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 20. The fi lm, which is 
Rated PG-13, runs 2 hours, 5 minutes.

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in Jan-
uary. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 

Michigan City Public Library
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

❑

The library seeks volunteers to help at least one 
day a week during tax season (February-April) 
through the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program. The IRS provides some training, and vol-
unteers must pass the VITA test through the inter-
mediate level. Testing and training are online. Call 
(219) 873-3049 for details.

❑

Two new services are available:
• ComicsPlus offers unlimited access to thousands 

of digital comics, graphic novels and manga.   
Popular titles include Avatar: The Last Airbender 
& The Legend of Korra, Big Nate, Bone, Disney 
Princesses, Geronimo Stilton, Stranger Things, 
Locke & Key and American Gods. Patrons need a 
current library card and PIN.

• The app Library NewsStand includes 7,000 titles 
of digital magazines and newspapers in more 
than 60 language, including: Newsweek, Fast 
Company, Forbes, The New Yorker, Reader’s Di-
gest, Elle and Esquire. A library card is required.
(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

Public Art Committee
The Michigan City Public Art Committee meets 

at 10 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 19, in the City Hall May-
or’s Conference Room, 100 E. Michigan Blvd.

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.mclib.org
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All registrations/questions go 
through the Red Mill County Park 
Administrative Offi ce, 0185 S. 
Holmesville Road, LaPorte. Call 
(219) 325-8315 or visit www.laporte-
countyparks.org for more details.

Parent & Child Discovery Days
The program includes arts and crafts, games 

and snacks. All activities are related to the topic. 
Programs are appropriate for children 3-8, with an 
adult required to participate. Times are 6-7:15 p.m. 
at Luhr County Park, 3178 S. County Road 150 
West, LaPorte. The cost is $5 per child/per program. 
Pre-registration and payment are required at least 
one week in advance or until full, whichever comes 
fi rst. The schedule is:
• Feb. 1 — “Oh Deer!”
• Feb. 8 — “See You Later.”

Nature’s Tiny Tots
Designed for parents and grandparents, explore 

nature with toddlers and preschoolers at Luhr 
County Park. That includes music, dancing, sto-
rytelling and, weather permitting, hiking. Call at 
least one week in advance to register. 

The schedule is: Jan. 31, Feb. 14 and 28, and 

LaPorte County Parks
March 14.

WinterFest
Visit Luhr Park Nature Center to make snow art 

(weather dependent), do a craft and have a snack 
from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 29.

All ages are welcome, and no pre-registration 
is required. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Visit https://laporteparkandrec.com/ for ad-
ditional details.

Hat and Scarf Time With Your Stuffed Friend
The program, which involves storytime, snacks 

and activities, is from 4-5 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 
Luhr County Park.

Aimed at children ages 2-11 and accompanied by 
an adult, participants should wear a favorite hat 
and scarf, and take a favorite stuffed animal. Space 
is limited, so call (219) 325-8315 at least one week 
in advance to reserve a free spot. 

Field Trips
Educators, Scout leaders and groups can sched-

ule a free organized program for students or group 
at any county park. The programs on various topics 
meet state standards and patch requirements. 

Call (219) 324-5855, visit www.laportecountyp-
arks.org or email natureniki@csinet.net for details.

Open Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm, Sunday Noon-4 pm

http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
http://www.laporte-countyparks.org
https://laporteparkandrec.com/
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
http://www.laportecountyp-arks.org
mailto:natureniki@csinet.net
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Giving Furniture New Life Since 1939

––– INC –––
Refinish • Upholster • Restore

Guaranteed Craftsmanship
Pick-Up & Delivery in IL, IN, MI

219-872-1700
4980 W. Hwy 20 • In “The Pines” • Michigan City, IN 46360

www.furniturewerks.com

De Vries Tire Co. 1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968 219  874-4261

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

Chesterton Business Donates to FBG

Chesterton Feed & Garden Center last month 
donated $7,291 in perennials, shrubs and trees to 
Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. U.S. 12. 

Chesterton Feed has supported FBG for the past 
25 years, donating plants for the attraction’s 105 
acres. Staff also provided carts and helped load the 
plants. In spring 2023, FBG volunteers will place 
them in garden areas needing replanting or revital-
ization, including the heritage gardens, Cleveland-
Cliffs Children’s Garden, Persian Rose Garden and 
Cancer Survivors’ Garden of Love and Hope. 

FBG is closed for the season, reopening in 
May 2023. Call (219) 878-9885, visit www.
friendshipbotanicgardens.org or email support@
friendshipbotanicgardens.org for more details.

Pictured are (from left) Chesterton Feed & Garden Center Owner Chuck 
Roth, Jackie Carroll, Janice Casper, Rima Binder, Pat Potempa, Dave 
Potempa, Jude Rakowski and Chesterton Feed Director Hannah Hill.

JROTC Triumphs in CyberPatriot 

The CyberPatriot team is (from left) cadets lance corporals Dante Rojas 
and Jamie Mark, Sgt. Alexandra Reed and Lance Cpl. Jonathon Ruiz, 
along with faculty advisor Ralph Gee. Not pictured is Sgt. David Willis.
Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Ju-

nior Reserve Offi cer Training Corps fi nished above 
all Indiana JROTC schools in the third round of Cy-
berPatriot, the national cyber competition for high 
school students.

In the All Service Division, which includes JROTC 
schools of all services, MCHS fi nished third behind 
two Civil Air Patrol schools, and above all JROTC 
schools. Civil Air Patrol focuses on an aerospace 
curriculum, whereas JROTC is primarily a leader-
ship program. 

In CyberPatriot, competitors act as cyber security 
managers, who must defend against, and counterat-
tack, a cyber attack.

MCHS’ faculty advisor is Ralph Gee, the school’s 
engineering and technology instructor.

This year’s team featured one senior, one sopho-
more and three freshmen. The group is open to stu-
dents of all grades, but they must be enrolled in the 
MCJROTC.

The Lee Meyer Music Emporium 
The local music and community theater scene 

suffered a major loss last June with the unexpected 
passing of Lee Meyer.   

To continue his legacy, his widow, Laura Meyer, 
along with members of Monday Musicale and First 
United Methodist Church’s Green Team, invite the 
community to browse and take music from his mas-
sive library for free as part of The Lee Meyer Music 
Emporium.  

Those interested can stop by from 1-6 p.m. 
Wednesdays, Jan. 18 and 25, at First United Meth-
odist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Enter at the side 
door with the ramp, where visitors will be directed 
upstairs using the elevator. The music includes pia-
no, organ, vocal, opera, jazz, sacred (traditional and 
contemporary), folk, country, some wind instrumen-
tal music, keyboard magazines (Sheet Music, Cla-
vier, Piano Today), hymnals and textbooks.

http://www.friendshipbotanicgardens.org
http://www.friendshipbotanicgardens.org
http://www.furniturewerks.com
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 Krasl Art Center
Grants and donations are ensuring Krasl Art 

Center’s ability to serve the community.
The Frederick Upton Foundation challenged the 

non-profi t to a $15,000 matching grant. The com-
munity responded with gifts totaling $17,965. Com-
bined, the $32,965 supports the purchase of art sup-
plies, teaching faculty pay and program resources 
for outreach initiatives, family days and nights, and 
studio-based activities.

In addition, $10,000 is coming to studio class-
rooms through an anonymous donor. KAC will pur-
chase iPads and new technology that will revamp 
programs. Classes such as photo editing and digi-
tal illustration will become available for classes at 
partner organizations like the Boys & Girls Club 
and in KAC’s studios.

Krasl Art Center is located at 707 Lake Blvd., St. 
Joseph, Mich. Visit www.krasl.org or call (269) 983-
0271 for more details.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Curtis 
Flooring

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Free Estimates 

Install Hardwood, Vinyl & 
Engineered Flooring

Refinish Hardwood 

Install Tile

Bonnie Doon Special

The Studebaker National Museum recently ac-
quired the Bonnie Doon Special, a Studebaker-pow-
ered Midget race car.

The car was built in 1948 by W.C. “Barney” Bar-
num, Mishawaka, and sponsored by the Bonnie 
Doon Ice Cream Co. It campaigned extensively in 
the AAA Midget racing series in the late 1940s-ear-
ly 1950s, locally and nationally. Its best fi nish was 
in 1953 when it carried driver Rex Easton to third 
place in the season-end rankings.

The museum is located at 201 Chapin St., South 
Bend. Hours are (all times Eastern) 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday and noon-5 p.m. Sunday. Admis-
sion is $11 for adults, $9.50 for seniors 60+ and $7 
for ages 6-18. Call (888) 391-5600 or visit www.
studebakermuseum.org for more details.

http://www.krasl.org
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
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the Beacher Business Printers
911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088 • Fax (219) 879 8070

email: beacher@adsnet.com • http://www.bbpnet.com/

the Beacher Business Printers

Business
Cards

911 Franklin Street • Michigan City
(219) 879 0088

email: beacher@thebeacher.com • http://www.thebeacher.com

In the Area
Jan. 19 — Simple Nutrition, 5-6 p.m., Coolspring 

Library Meeting Room, 6925 W. County Road 400 
North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 20 — Film Showing: “Where the Crawdads 
Sing,” 2 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Jan. 23 — Family Pajama Storytime, 6-6:30 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Jan. 23 — Monday Musicale, 7 p.m., First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: (219) 
874-3754, (219) 362-1421.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Thursdays in January — Needle Arts Club 
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219)  873-3045.

Through January — Ernie Pyle exhibit, 
LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 2405 
Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

In the Region
Jan. 20 —  The Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 

p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 
49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Jan. 20 — “The Steel Wheels,” 8 p.m. EST, 
The Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, 
Mich. Tickets: $30 + $5 convenience fee, $55 + $5 
convenience fee (reserved). Reservations: www.
acornlive.org

Jan. 20-Feb. 26 — “Stories from the Soil” (Jon 
Hook-Andrea Peterson exhibit), Box Factory for the 
Arts, 1101 Broad St., St. Joseph, Mich. Opening 
reception: 5:30-7 p.m. EST Jan. 20. Info: https://
boxfactoryforthearts.org

Jan. 21 — Beach Discovery Walk, 10 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 21 — The Gem of Chicago Wilderness: Ecol-
ogy & Restoration, 1-3 p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor 
Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info: (219) 395-

mailto:beacher@beacher@thebeacher.adsnet.com
http://
http://www.thebeacher.bbpnet.com/
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
https://boxfactoryforthearts.org
https://boxfactoryforthearts.org
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1882, www.nps.gov/indu
Jan. 21 — Cold Blooded Buffet, 2 p.m., Indiana 

Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 21 — Harbor Country Hikers, 2-4 p.m. EST, 
Chris Thompson Memorial Preserve, 7592 Warren 
Woods Road, Three Oaks, Mich. Info: harborcountry-
hikers@gmail.com, www.harborcountryhikers.com

Jan. 21 — Lee DeWyze, 8 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 
107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: 
$25 + $4.50 convenience fee, $50 + $4.50 convenience 
fee (reserved). Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Jan. 22 — Winter Tree ID Spree, 10 a.m., In-
diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Jan. 22 — The Acorn’s Dance Showcase: Sawyer 
Dance Academy, 3 p.m. EST, The Acorn, 107 Gen-
erations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets (reserved 
stadium seating: $25-$35 + $3 convenience fee. Res-
ervations: www.acornlive.org

Through March 1 — “Sense of Place: Works 
from the Artists in Residence of Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Park,” Chesterton Art Center, 115 S. Fourth 
St. Reception: noon-2 p.m. Jan. 21. Info:  (219) 926-
4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through May 29 — “Built to Last: Studebaker 
Buildings Past & Present,” The Studebaker Na-
tional Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend. Hours 
(Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Sun. Admission: $11 - adults, $9.50 - seniors 60+, $7 
- youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-9714, www.stude-
bakermuseum.org

Mondays  — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New 
Troy (Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California 
Road. Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-
3909, friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com 

Saturdays-Sundays in January — National 
Park Themed Movie, 10-11:30 a.m., Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indiana 49, Porter. Info:
(219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Saturdays-Sundays in January — Snowshoe  
Open House at Chellberg Farm (snow permitting), 
1-3 p.m., Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12/20, 
Porter. Weather updates/info: (219) 395-1882.

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

Moore Construction

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 33 years in business

3611 E. US Hwy. 12 • Michigan City, IN
(219) 872-7274 • Fax (219) 879-6984

www.RockysBodyShop.biz
Monday-Friday 9-6

We Welcome ALL  
Insurance Companies

• Collision Repair

• Frame & Unibody

• Custom Painting

• Detailing

• A/C

• Glass Replacement

• Custom Add-Ons

• Body Kits

• Restorations

See us on

Local family owned business with over  
25 years experience

10% Discount 

for Seniors 

and Veterans

http://www.nps.gov/indu
mailto:harborcountry-hikers@gmail.com
mailto:harborcountry-hikers@gmail.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.chestertonart.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
http://www.stude-bakermuseum.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.RockysBodyShop.biz
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.
BUSINESS SERVICES

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.

January Special: Art/war books/wall art, 50% off. (219) 733-2403 • 
www.bookwormwanatah.com  

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals, 
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-

dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated. 
www.reprographicarts.com 

Come to H&S Services for all your SNOW REMOVAL/FIREWOOD 
needs this season! Landscape services available upon request. 

(219) 872-8946
LEFTY’S PRO SHOP • QUALITY USED ALL THINGS GOLF

Buy, sell, trade. Lefty needs LH golf clubs. Call (219) 873-0858. Best 
prices in area. Namaste, Lefty, Pogo, Yogi and Olive. 
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
KV-Staffing is offering private home care services from 1-24 hr of ser-
vice, can start immediately. All staff is licensed, insured and supervised, 

with a nurse on call 24-7. Services offered: daily living skills, errands, 
small meal prep, light house cleaning and more. 

Please call KV Staffing Agency at (812) 773-7219.
IN-HOME CAREGIVERS

Experience in Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Cancer and Stroke 
Clients. Specializing in after hospital stay. 24/7 care. 

Call for more info at (219) 809-8183.
CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 
27 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 
BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

Serving the community for years. Insured.
Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 

One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 
haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 
airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or 

rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 
We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •

• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 
• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured. 

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile
Accepting New Clients

Get your winter projects done before spring arrives!
Kitchens, Baths, Floors, Doors, Trim, Painting & More!

Call to set up an appointment
Kip Hollingshead: (219) 210-8499. Licensed, Bonded, Insured
ALL-N-ONE CONSTRUCTION & HANDYMAN SERVICES 

(SMALL REPAIRS). 
ROOFING: Leaks & shingle repair, all types of roofing; SIDING: Windows, 

doors, GUTTERS: Decks, framing, trim work, electrical, minor plumb-
ing, drywall, flooring, bathrooms, kitchens. (Smaller Jobs, bid by pictures 

phone). (No money down) (2 Guys Fair Price) 
Call Lewis at (219) 210-7015

B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823

Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 18+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.
Handyman: I fix most domestic appliances, assemble kit furniture & bar-

becues, HVAC & much more. References. Call (219) 369-7214.
PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 
washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352
PETERSEN PAINTING

Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 
walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-

dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 
Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Great time to call! Doors, windows, trim, walls. Specialty applications 

possible. We leave houses clean and tidy every day. 40+ yrs. exp. Very 
reasonable. I have a full crew.  We would be very appreciative to work 

in your home. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete) 
& deck staining — 

gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.reprographicarts.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
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Town of Long Beach
WATER DEPARTMENT OFFICE MANAGER

POSITION SUMMARY:

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE:

 
 

 

We Need Your Help!
During heavy snowfall, shovel as much snow away from 
your paper tube as possible so we can deliver each week’s  

edition. Previous editions are available at our office,  
911 Franklin St., if we are unable to deliver them to you.

Snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! 
Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

 CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
Private Gardening Service

Perennial Care / Containers / Design
FOR INQUIRIES (219) 229-4542

dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services

Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Snow removal. Firewood for sale. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. 
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Do you sell insurance?

You can earn lucrative commissions selling seniors Advantage Plans.
Part time or full time. Call Roy at (219) 224-3348

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Estate Sales by Jackpot: “We clear homes”

Call Lorelei at (312) 953-7306.
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.
Looking to purchase two burial plots at Greenwood Cemetery.

Contact Jeff at (219) 861-2628.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com 
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

RENTALS INDIANA
Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May for 
$1,250/mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515

Mountaintop cabin for rent in Sheridan Beach. Spectacular views of 
lake & skyline. Very private. Unfurnished. Utilities not included. $1,600 

per month. (630) 881-2420.

Foundation Taking Grant Proposals
Healthcare Foundation of LaPorte has opened its 

2023 Cycle 1 grants portal through March 3.
HFL seeks proposals that impact its strategic 

priorities of Healthy Children, Healthy Living and 
Healthy Minds. The goal must be measurable re-
sults that contribute to positive change in one or 
more community-wide indicators HFL uses to moni-
tor and track progress for each strategic priority.  

HFL also welcomes grant proposals to meet com-
munity health and wellness needs outside of strate-
gic priorities. 

Organizations interested in grants of more than 
$25,000 are required to submit a Letter of Inquiry 
as a fi rst step no later than 11:59 p.m. CST Jan. 27. 
All grant applications and LOIs must be submitted 
online through HFL’s grant portal to be considered. 

Visit www.hfl aporte.org/grantmaking-overview 
for more details.

mailto:dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch.com
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com
mailto:leasing@harborandlake.com
http://www.hfl
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Queenie of Norwich by L.K. Wilde (paperback 
$14.99; also available as an eBook and hardcover, 
available in bookstores and online. 363 pages.)

Ellen Hardy, Nellie Westrop, Queenie Read. She 
was known at one time or another by each of those 
names. Leaving and starting over again is nothing 
new, but starting over again as someone else, well, 
that’s a different thing altogether. Let me explain…

This is historical fi ction about a woman who not 
only survived a horrible childhood, but fl ourished in 
later years, living to a ripe old age.

The story begins in 1906. Ellen is 6. She has eight 
brothers and sisters. She’s the youngest and most 
useless. Useless because she’s too young to work, 
and since no one’s around to 
check on her, she seldom goes 
to school. Even Mum works at 
the mill. 

The description of Norwich 
and the hard-knock life there 
is told in vivid detail. The 
working class at the time has 
nothing to look forward to ex-
cept to live another day. Girls 
can only look forward to fi nd-
ing husbands who will take 
care of them and their babies. 

Told in Ellen’s own voice, we 
see how much she observes at 
age 6, even while not completely understanding — 
“Sarah will probably leave soon. I caught her kiss-
ing a chap from Reeves Yard and Mum says if she’s 
not careful she’ll get herself knocked up, or have a 
pea in the pond. I’m not sure what that means…”

Sarah is Ellen’s oldest sister, but Ellen is closest 
to another sister, Lottie. The hardest either of them 
has to endure is the day Ellen is taken away from 
her family and given — actually sold — to a couple 
passing through town.

Julia and Henry are a childless couple who own 
a shooting gallery attached to a traveling fair. Julia 
says she now is part of their family and renames 
her Nellie Westrop. A horse-pulled wagon has ev-
erything the Westrops own. Nellie is good with num-
bers and quite clever for her age. She soon blends 
in with the fair people, Lottie being the only family 
member she misses terribly.

Stopping at the small villages on market day, the 
fair sets up and here, again, Wilde shows us what 
this life is like, and how and why market day is so 
important to the people. Of course, you expect the 
other shoe to fall and Nellie to be mistreated or have 
something horrible happen, but that’s not the case. 
The three of them have a good life as a family until 
years later, when life is upended and the traveling 
fair comes to an unpleasant halt.

Nellie and Julia end up living with Julia’s sis-
ter and working in a local mill. Hours are long and 
working conditions not healthy. Nellie knows she 

can’t live there forever and goes back to Norwich, 
where she embarks on a new career — this one not 
so legal…

It all begins when Nellie meets Olive, whose fam-
ily seems to be doing very well, although her father’s 
business ventures are a bit sketchy. At a party, she 
meets Barney, who tells Nellie, “From where I’m 
standing, I see a woman good at hustling, making 
a deal, and not averse to unconventional methods 
when she wants to get her own way.”

No, it’s not what you think! But it turns out to be 
very interesting…

The book is told in Ellen/Nellie’s voice and pro-
vides a more personal look at her life through all 
the trials and tribulations of the early 1900s. Nellie 
shows us the fortitude the lower class needed to sur-
vive. Other, weaker ones succumbed to drink and 
drugs, dying young. 

If anything, I would have liked the book to be a 
bit longer, carry on further with Queenie’s excep-
tional life.

The fi nal word: A lot of us know little of our an-
cestry, or none at all. L.K. Wilde was lucky enough 
to remember her great-grandmother, known to her 
as Queenie Nanny, and the stories she told of grow-
ing up in Norwich, England. 

Queenie survived almost the whole of the 20th 
century, having been born in 1900 and passing 
away in 1999, just four months before her 100th 
birthday. She’s a legend in Wilde’s family. No won-
der she wanted to write about her fascinating life. 
Wilde published the book independently as a trib-
ute to Queenie and her family. There is a photo at 
the end of the book showing Queenie holding Wilde 
as an infant. For fans of early 20th century history 
England, of families both born into and made, and a 
woman who experienced both.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter

Come for Yoga, 

Stay for the Pause…

Online, In Person 
and Private Classes

Weekly Classes at 
Troybuilt Fitness

Taught by Beverly 
 Shores resident 

Lorraine Fitzgerald

Details at www.sandypauseyoga.com or call  (312) 952-8488

http://www.sandypauseyoga.com
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MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

To see more of our listings visit atproperties.com

Follow Us On Social! @mickygallasgroup /mickygallasgroup

17540 DUBLIN DRIVE
GRANGER, IN • 6 BEDROOM, 6.2 BATH • $3,600,000

Kaileyne Monette Krask  //  219.851.7290

David Albers ................219.728.7295
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659
Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324
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