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A Fitting Testament
by Edmund Lawler

Brandon Bernier hoists his bike after a ride. Provided photo.

Brandon Bernier has been gone 10 
years. But with every twist of a wrench at 
a Chicago non-profi t bike shop, his blithe 
spirit rides on.

Indeed, the world would be a brighter, 
smarter, more joyful place if Brandon was 
still a volunteer repairing donated bicycles 
for Working Bikes. But Brandon died in 
January 2013. He fell asleep at the wheel 
while driving home to San Francisco from 
a snowboarding trip in Lake Tahoe.

Twenty-fi ve years old.
“He had a good heart,” his father, Joe, 

says with a mix of pride and heartbroken 
resignation. 

His mother, Carol, describes their be-
loved, youngest child as a talker, a little 
nerdy and ravenously curious – so curious 
that as a kid, he would take apart comput-
ers to see what made them click. Later, he 
would do the same with bicycles.

And, he had a strong distaste for phony 
people, Joe and Carol lightheartedly re-
called while seated in the living room of 
their Michiana Shores home.

Brandon had a legion of friends growing 
up in the southern Chicago suburb of Floss-
moor. They called him “Juice Box,” a refer-
ence to a staple of the lunch he brought to 
middle school every day. 

He developed a passion for bikes and rode 
them everywhere – from New Zealand to 
Iceland. He would ride from his apartment 
in Chicago’s Loop to his parents’ Michiana 
Shores home with a posse of friends. He 
once rode 500 miles across Iowa on a fi xed-
gear, or “fi xie,” bike, which is best suited 
for short-distance urban riding, not across 
fl at, endless stretches of prairie.

“Brandon would sometimes say, ‘I’m go-
ing on an adventure,’” Carol says. “And 
then, I would be very nervous.” Continued on Page 2
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His well-muscled legs, thanks to the thousands of 
miles he pedaled, would be the envy of an NFL run-
ning back. When he wasn’t on a bike, he was taking 
them apart and putting them back together.

To no one’s surprise, he majored in computer 
science, earning a degree from the University of 
Illinois-Chicago. He became a network engineer in 
Chicago, later moving to San Francisco to work for 
PAC-12 Networks, the broadcast operation of the 
major West Coast athletic conference. 

Brandon’s Bike Shop, a multi-unit repair station at Working Bikes, is dedicated to the memory of Brandon Bernier. The sign is made of bicycle parts. 
Photo provided by Amy Little.

A Fitting Testament
Continued from Page 1

Before heading west, he regularly volunteered his 
mechanical skills and good cheer at Working Bikes’ 
19th-century warehouse at 24th Street and Western 
Avenue in Chicago’s Little Village neighborhood. It’s 
the epicenter of a community of bicyclists.

“Brandon had a reputation here for keeping his 
nose to the grindstone and getting the job done. 
He really enjoyed coming in and fi xing bikes,” Amy 
Little says. She’s co-founder and treasurer of the 
24-year-old organization that annually ships 7,000 
donated bikes to impoverished countries in Africa 
and Central America where people are desperate 
for basic transportation.

Working Bikes also repairs and donates more 

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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than 1,600 bikes to underserved children and adults 
in the Chicago area. Those were the bikes repaired 
by Brandon and other volunteers. 

The organization annually receives nearly 11,000 
bikes donated by individuals and organizations like 
police departments and universities, where aban-
doned bikes tend to collect.

Joe Bernier holds a rock inscribed with one of his son’s favorite sayings: 
“Bring good people together. They’ll know what to do.” 

Photo by Edmund Lawler.

Little, who co-founded Working Bikes with hus-
band Lee Ravenscroft, says the shop has been able 
to donate tens of thousands of bikes over the years 
by repairing and selling about 1,600 of the bikes 
it’s received. Ravenscroft, an electrical engineer by 
trade, began salvaging old bikes from Chicago junk-
yards because he liked to tinker with them, hat-
ing to see them fl ow into the overburdened waste 
stream.

“We fi x up those bikes and sell them, and that 
covers about 85 percent of our costs at Working 
Bikes,” Little says, adding the balance comes from 
fi nancial donations.

Working Bikes sells refurbished rides from its 
storefront at the warehouse and its online webstore. 
Prices typically range from $200 to $400 for bikes 
that, if new, would retail for several times that much.

Little, a former Peace Corps volunteer in Guatema-
la, learned how empowering and life-changing bikes 
are in the developing world. They provide access to 
jobs, school, medical facilities and other resources.

Continued on Page 4

OPEN EVERY DAY
8 MAPLE STREET     THREE OAKS, MI      269.340.0346      
WOMEN’S | MEN’S | SHOES | JEWELRY | ART | GIFTS
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Working Bikes partners with international or-
ganizations that run bike shop programs – many 
women-owned – in rural communities. In the Chica-
go area, it partners with community groups, social-
service agencies and schools that fi nd people who 
will most benefi t from the donation of refurbished 
bikes, but lack the resources to buy one.

Mountain bikes are the most common interna-
tional donations because they are sturdy and have 
treaded tires capable of traversing any terrain in 
parts of the world where paved roads often are the 
exception. About once a month, Working Bikes vol-
unteers load huge shipping containers that hold 
400 to 500 bikes destined for countries in Africa and 
South America.

One of Brandon’s favorite volunteer activities at 
Working Bikes, according to his parents, was ship-
ping parties when large groups of volunteers would 
gather about once a month to prep the bikes and 
pack them in a shipping container destined for im-
poverished international communities.

Upon Brandon’s sudden death in 2013, his grief-
stricken family and friends brainstormed ways to 
honor his legacy of volunteerism and adventure. 
Clark Bernier, Brandon’s older brother who was a 
technology executive in San Francisco at the time, 
was thrilled he and Brandon once again were living 
in the same city. Sadly, their time together was brief 
– only about 10 months.

But in that time, Clark learned his younger 
brother had been a volunteer mechanic at Working 

A Fitting Testament
Continued from Page 3

Lee Ravenscroft (from left), Amy Little, Carol Bernier and Joe Bernier are 
photographed at Zorn Brew Works. The couples got to know each other, 

and grew close after the dedication of, Brandon’s Bike Shop in 2013. 
Photo provided by Amy Little.

Working Bikes volunteers load a shipping container with bikes bound for 
the developing world. Provided photo

Bikes back in Chicago. Brandon spoke enthusias-
tically about the organization’s remarkable work 
on behalf of the less fortunate. Clark suggested to 
his parents a generous donation to Working Bikes 
might be the best way to honor Brandon’s memory. 
The Berniers also have a daughter, Nikki, who lives 
in northwest suburban Chicago.

As Joe, a retired fi nancial services executive, ex-
plains, “Clark contacted Working Bikes about what 
they might need to help the organization out. At 
that time, they had three workstations where vol-
unteers fi xed donated bikes which are distributed 
to underserved areas in Chicago. With the donation, 
they expanded the workstations to 13, and the vol-
unteer space took off. With our donations, Working 
Bikes allowed us to name the new shop area Bran-
don’s Bike Shop.”

Brandon’s Bike Shop also is designed as a sort 
of classroom for amateur mechanics volunteering 
their time. Brandon enjoyed sharing his expertise 
on the art of bicycle maintenance with his fellow 
volunteers. 

Joe says the benefi t of having dedicated worksta-
tions is, specialized tools like Allen wrenches are 
color-coded for each station. The color-coded tools 
help prevent them from getting misplaced when 
volunteer wrenchers pitch in at Working Bikes. In 
the past, tools tended to drift from work bench to 
work bench, inconveniencing the dozen professional 
mechanics who ply their trade at Working Bikes.

Brandon’s Bike Shop and its well-equipped 
workstations were dedicated on Aug. 31, 2013, 
about eight months after Brandon’s death. Family, 
friends, volunteers and staff were there that bitter-
sweet day to celebrate his vibrant spirit. Many of 
them will gather again later this summer to mark 
the 10th anniversary of Brandon’s Bike Shop, and 
all the new volunteer opportunities it has created.
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More About Working Bikes
Got bikes? Working Bikes happily accepts bi-

cycles that may be gathering dust.
According to its website: “Do you own an un-

wanted bike? It could be a banana-seat bike your 
daughter outgrew 20 years ago; a BMX bike from 
your son’s teenage years; a fun road bike bought 
on a whim; or a ‘vintage’ bike you haven’t rid-
den in years but just can’t quite get rid of. If this 
sounds like you, you’re not alone! Countless bicy-
cles are discarded or sit unused in garages across 
the United States. But these bikes still have life in 
them and could be put to good use.”

Most of the donated bikes will be shipped to 
Africa or Central America; some will be donated 
locally; and some will be sold from Working Bikes’ 
storefront or webstore.

In the Michigan City area, there is a drop-
off spot in Michiana Shores and one in Beverly 
Shores. Visit www.workingbikes.org and click 
the Donate tab for more information on drop-off 
locations.

Carol looks forward to Saturday, Aug. 26, when 
family and friends gather in Brandon’s Bike Shop 
to refl ect on her son’s short, but meaningful life, and 
acknowledge the contributions of Working Bikes.

“It will be an open house that day, and we’re hop-
ing that volunteers who once worked with Brandon 
will be able to come back,” she says. “We’re proud 
that some of the volunteers have since gone on to 
work as professional mechanics in Chicago-area 
bike stores.” 

Working Bikes’ website makes note of the dedica-
tion in 2013: “Brandon’s friends, family and Work-
ing Bikes comrades were on hand to remember the 
dedicated volunteer and to hang the last few tools 
on our new workbenches. We hope that the space, 
named Brandon’s Bike Shop, will be a joyful place of 
learning – and a fi tting testament to Brandon’s life.”

The Berniers on the front porch of their Michiana Shores home. 
Photo by Edmund Lawler.

BOEING BOEING
Classic Farce with a French Twist

By Marc Camoletti
Translated by Beverly Cross & Francis Evans

Director Jay Espano
Preview: June 1 

Shows: June 2-4, 9-11, 16-18

2023 Summer Season
Enjoy the Performing Arts in Michiana!

tick, tick....BOOM!
Dazzling Musical Portrait of a Creative Genius

Book, Music and Lyrics by Jonathan Larson
Script Consultant  David Auburn

Director  Lauren Katz
Preview:  June 29

Shows:  June 30, July 1-2, 7-9, 14-16

Theatre Location
Dunes Arts Summer Theatre
288 Shady Oak Dr. Michigan City, Indiana
www.dunesARTS.org

3 WAYS TO BUY TICKETS
CALL

219-879-7509
BUY ONLINE

dunesARTS.org
SCAN 

QR CODE

http://www.workingbikes.org
http://www.dunesARTS.org
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The School of American Music 
will present its fi rst house concert 
of 2023, “Piano and Violin Clas-
sics,” 4 p.m. EDT Sunday, June 
4, at a private home in Harbert, 
Mich.

The performers are Aglaja 
Petrova on piano and Carly Paris 
on violin. 

A former SAM 
piano instructor, 
Petrova is a clas-
sically trained 
pianist and re-
cent graduate of 
Indiana Univer-
sity Bloomington 
Jacobs School of 
Music. With an 
interest in arts 
administration, she has a summer 
internship at the Brevard Music Center in North 
Carolina. She has been accepted into the arts ad-
ministration graduate program at IU. 

Paris, born and raised in Concord, Mass., began 
playing violin at age 10. A senior at The Eastman 
School of Music, she recently performed in East-

man’s Kodak Hall as concertmaster of the Eastman 
School Symphony Orchestra. In addition to per-
forming, she has been teaching violin for six years.

The $250 per-person tickets are tax deductible, 
and all receipts are fully matched by an 
anonymous donor. The concert address will be 
sent after purchasing tickets. All proceeds benefi t 
the SAM Future Fund, which ensures music 
education for under-resourced communities and 
students. Tickets may be purchased at www.
schoolofamericanmusic.com. Call (269) 409-1191 or 
email schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com for more 
details.

School of American Music to Host Concert Fundraiser

Left: Carly Paris. Right: Aglaja Petrova. 

NB Library Community Forum
A program on the life of escape artist Harry 

Houdini marks the next New Buffalo Library Com-
munity Forum at 6:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday, June 6, at 
the library, 33 N. Thompson St.

Tim Moore of Lake Michigan College is the speaker. 
Houdini, born Erik Weisz in Budapest, Hungary, be-
came one of history’s greatest showmen, determined 
to create one death-defying stunt after another.

The free forum is sponsored by the Friends of the 
New Buffalo Library.

Air Duct
Cleaning

Dryer Vent
Cleaning

Qcc150.com

219-608-3145

3636 E. USHwy 12
NewEvent Venue
InMichigan City

*Charming Coastal Elegance*
www.DuneGrass3636.com

Now Accepting
Bookings!
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Birthday Parties, Baby Shower,Wedding Shower,

Networking Events
Real Estate Seminars
Product Launches
Art Exhibition
CorporateMeetings /Working Lunches / TeamBuilding
Corporate Parties / Luncheons

Make YourNext Event Spectacular!

Engagement Party, BarMitzvah

This Unique Venue Is BurstingWith Charm&Loveliness!

http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
mailto:schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com
http://www.DuneGrass3636.com
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2024 BELLEVIRE DRIVE
Long Beach, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS|2 BATHS|$669,000
Marissa Stapleton | 312.520.3552

1521 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

4 BEDROOMS|4 BATHS|$1,399,000
Marissa Stapleton | 312.520.3552

3983 PONCHARTRAIN DRIVE
Michiana, Michigan

5 BEDROOMS|5 BATHS|$1,299,000
Peggy Adducci | 312.804.6000

118 KRUEGER AVENUE
Michigan City, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS|2.5 BATHS|$829,000
Line Mullins | 708.790.3676

101 WHISPER DUNES DRIVE
Michigan City, Indiana

VIEWS OF LAKE MICHIGAN & LAKE KAI|$375,000
Line Mullins | 708.790.3676

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2023 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

2910 ORIOLE TRAIL
Long Beach, Indiana

3 BEDROOMS|2 BATHS|$469,000
Line Mullins | 708.790.3676

OPEN HOUSE • SATURDAY, 6/3 • 10 AM -12 PM (ET)

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE
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acornlive.org
Find more events at 

UPCOMING
SHOWS

Cosmic Country 
Showcase

Harbor Country Pride 

THU 6/1  7 P.M. ET

Philip Gulley
American Writer & Storyteller

FRI 6/2  7 P.M. ET

Club Rainbow
Harbor Country Pride 

SAT 6/3  7 P.M. ET

Martin Barre
The Classic History of Jethro Tull

THU 6/8  7 P.M. ET

Cathy Richardson
FRI 6/9  8 P.M. ET

An American Prayer
The Doors Tribute

SAT 6/10  8 P.M. ET

PIPE ORGAN RECITAL SERIES

On the Historic
1891 Roosevelt Opus 506

Wednesdays Noon CST
June - July - August

Old First Congregational Church bdg.
531 Washington Street

Michigan City, IN 46360

Info: Ann Dobie   219-608-5358
George Dobie   219-608-4719
Christ Church 219-809-2929

Donations to Organ Fund:
First Congregational Church

PO Box 8892 • Michigan City, IN 46361
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Dan Coffey
O: 269.469.5635 Ext. 302
C: 269.612.0505 
E: Dan@DanCoffey.com 
W: www.remaxhc.com
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Results here are for the Indiana lakefront 
from east of Miller Beach to the Michigan 
line for May 24-May 24 2018-2019 and the 
same period for 2022-2023. My rationale 
was to compare a pre- and post-COVID 
study of the area. Here are the numbers.

Nothing surprising to anyone listing and 
selling properties in this marketplace. It 

does not show a lack of buyers because 
market time has been shortened 
dramatically, while median price is up 
and square foot cost is way up.

Will the median price continue to rise 

median square-foot price increase by 

next. Short-term rentals are reported 

Will people buy fewer second homes if 

time I say we will see our buyers return 

more than asking price. But the multiple 

I bought the same 8 foot long 2”/4” board 
that I paid $12 for in 2021 for $3.28 last 
week at the lumber yard. So, materials 

Lots are selling, so people are thinking 
of building new. 

Cooperation and compensation is 
working for buyers and sellers. Make 
sure your listing is put onto the public 
MLS right away.

 
Data Questions

Art League Artwalk

Michigan City Art League has partnered with 
area businesses to start Artwalk, an initiative 
where the community can view works by League 
members.

The effort actually started fi ve years ago when 
the owners of Swingbelly’s invited League mem-
bers to display and sell art there. Now, locations 
include: RS Physical Therapy, 3710 Franklin St.; 
Unsalted, No Sharks, 523 Franklin St.; Base Camp 
Marina Cafe + Provisions in Washington Park; and 
Old Lighthouse Museum Shop in Washington Park. 
Lakeshore Coffee & Specialities, 444 Wabash St., 
will join the effort soon.  

As Artwalk grows, pamphlets will be available at 
participating businesses so anyone interested can 
visit each location.

An example of work by Michigan City Art League at Swingbelly’s.

Campfi re Sing-Along
Harbor Country Singers will lead a free Campfi re 

Sing-Along at 6:30 p.m. EDT Tuesday, June 6, at 
Episcopal Church of the Mediator’s outdoor campfi re 
circle, 14280 Red Arrow Highway, Harbert, Mich.

School of American Music President Ron Spears 
will provide guitar accompaniment, while Harbor 
Country Singers members Jill Christie, Donna 
Mitchell, Diane Ruzevich and Pat Putnam are the 
song leaders. Selections include “Oh Shenandoah,” 
“Home on the Range,” “Down by the Riverside” and 
“Puff the Magic Dragon.” Song books with music 
and lyrics are provided. Musicians can take instru-
ments to play along. Logs will be available for seat-
ing, or take  a chair or blanket. The event moves 
indoors in case of rain.

A food-item donation for Neighbor by Neighbor 
is requested. Contact SAM at (269) 409-1191 or 
schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com, or visit https://
schoolofamericanmusic.com/ or School of American 
Music on Facebook for more details.

mailto:Dan@DanCoffey.com
http://www.remaxhc.com
mailto:schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com
https://schoolofamericanmusic.com/
https://schoolofamericanmusic.com/
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We’ve Moved!
Visit us at our new location at 1 N. Whittaker Street  

8768 WARREN WOODS RD,
UNION PIER
Nantucket-style 4 br, 3.5 ba. Tranquil pond, 
landscaped lot. Nearly 6 acres.  $2,750,000

Dave Camp  269.469.8300

445 OLIVE BRANCH ROAD,
GALIEN
Victorian 4 br, bank barn, outbuildings. Appx 
30 acres of forest, appx 50 acres.  $1,495,000

Dave Camp  269.469.8300

50204 HICKS AVE,
NEW BUFFALO
3 br, 2.5 ba with room to grow on a large lot. 
Expansive yd. Attached 2-car gar.  $849,000

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

49109 PERKINS BOULEVARD,
NEW BUFFALO
Newly updated Grand Beach contemporary 

Rob Gow & Chris Pfauser  269.469.8300

13096 FEDDE AVE,
NEW BUFFALO
Oak Hill Springs. Wonderful 4 br, 3 ba. Appx 
.65 acres. LL walkout. Lrg deck.  $614,000

Betty M. Biernacki  269.469.8300

NEW LISTING

12799 LUBKE ROAD,
NEW BUFFALO
Great 4 br, 2 ba. Appx 5.57 acres. Abundant 
apple, peach, pear & cherry trees.  $529,000

Betty M. Biernacki  269.469.8300

NEW LISTING

590 S ARENT ROAD,
WATERVLIET
Charming 4 br, 2 ba farmhouse high on appx 
10 acres, along with lots of privacy.  $315,000

Dave Camp  269.469.8300

1447 71 1/2 STREET,
SOUTH HAVEN
Well-maintained 5 br, 2 ba home in a county 
setting 2.5 miles east of downtown.  $265,000

Gary Hardina  269.469.8300

4 W STILLWATER,
BEVERLY SHORES
Calling all developers, contractors, renovators. 
Darling bungalow. Beach close.  $234,000

Karen Shoshana  269.469.8300
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FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 8pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am-10am
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Northwest Indiana Green Drinks
“Mount Baldy’s Holes Ten Years Later: What 

New Science Tells 
Us Now” is the topic 
of the next North-
west Indiana Green 
Drinks program at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
June 1, through 
Facebook Live or 
Zoom.

Dr. Erin Argy-
ilan, Indiana Uni-
versity Northwest 
geology professor, 
will discuss how she 
views the miracu-
lous recovery of Na-
than Woessner, who 
became trapped in 
a hole on Mount Baldy, 10 years later. The event 
initiated the exploration of a new type of natural 
hazard in moving dunes named by her as a “dune 
decomposition chimney.”

Programs are sponsored by Save the Dunes, 
Michigan City Sustainability Commission and 219 
GreenConnect. Email NancyforVision@gmail.com 
for more details.

Argyilan

LOK Young Artist Expo
Lubeznik Center for the Arts and the Lindsey 

O’Brien Kesling Wishing Tree Foundation will host 
the 10th annual LOK Young Artist Expo showcase 
from 5-8 p.m. Friday, June 2.

The event is part of free First Friday program-
ming at LCA, 101 W. Second St. It showcases 39 
youth (ages 7-17) in a wide range of media, including 
sculpture, textile arts, metal art, painting and draw-
ing. Artists hail from Indiana, Illinois and Michigan. 
Work was chosen through individual portfolio re-
view completed with LCA’s education director.

Entertainment kicks off at 6 p.m. South Shore 
Dance Alliance, Merrillville, a longtime partner 
with the LOK Wishing Tree Foundation, will per-
form. Serving as emcee, and performing, is Timmy 
Barron, a Second City of Chicago graduate and ac-
tor. Free appetizers and a cash bar are planned, and 
attendees can visit other LCA galleries. The show-
case, held in the NIPSCO Art Education Studios, 
runs through July 8, with  much of the work for sale.

 The LOK YAE is an ongoing collaboration be-
tween LCA and the LOK Wishing Tree Foundation, 
a “living legacy to Lindsey O’Brien Kesling.” The 
dual mission is: carbon monoxide education and 
supporting young people.

❑

Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org for more details.

mailto:NancyforVision@gmail.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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NOW ALSO OFFERING NEW

HandmadeTREATS
  ICE CREAM 
CAKES!!&

HHHHH
ICE

CAK

H
    
CC

BubblesIceCreamParlor.net    fBubblesIceCreamParlor
Open Noon-9pm | 115 W. Coolspring Ave | Michigan City

SERVING YOUR FAVORITE 
Ice Cream FOR

20 SEASONS!
32 Super Premium Flavors
Cones, Sundaes & Shakes

Since 1950

OPEN by Appointment ONLY

 1102 Franklin Street
 Michigan City,IN 46360

(219) 872-7236  www.mcinteriorsin.com

BLIND & SHADE SALE
Carpet • Upholstery • Drapery • Blinds

Monday Musicale Season Finale
Monday Musicale will conclude its 2022-2023 

season, “Circle of Life,” at 7 p.m. Monday, June 5, at 
First United Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St.

The free program is titled “End of Days,” with 
program chair Laura Meyer dedicating the evening 
to her late husband, Lee. He laid the groundwork 
for the “Circle of Life” series shortly before his death 
in 2022.

Appointments include Howard Brenneman, Noel 
Carlson, Sue Cassler, Bev Griffi th, Kathi Jones, 
Tom LeDonne, Joe Stewart and Felicia Thomas. 
Griffi th and Jennifer Keeley are the accompanists. 

Griffi th will perform a newly-discovered composi-
tion by Lee Meyer, written while he attended the 
American Conservatory of Music in Chicago. A re-
cording of Lee playing “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” 
will be shared.

Musical selections also include pop tunes “Turn, 
Turn, Turn” and “It Was a Very Good Year,” “That’s 
Your Funeral” from “Oliver!” and “Memory” from 
“Cats.” The vocal trio of Cassler, Stewart and Thom-
as will perform folk and sacred numbers. The fi nal 
selection, “Circle of Life” from “The Lion King,” fea-
tures the entire vocal ensemble.

The evening concludes with a social hour and 
light refreshments.  

Anyone considering joining Monday Musicale as 
an active (by audition) or associate (non-performing) 
member may contact Ange Benz at (219) 874-3754.

LCA Dedicated Senior Hours
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St., 

has added dedicated, monthly senior hours the fi rst 
Wednesday of each month.

The fi rst offering is from 10:30 a.m.-noon Wednes-
day, June 7. Admission is free. Seniors can browse 
LCA galleries without large crowds or other tour 
groups. Staff can answer questions, and compli-
mentary snacks are planned. 

Groups from senior centers, assisted living facili-
ties and other organizations are welcome.

Visit www.lubeznikcenter.org for more details.

Come for Yoga, 

Stay for the Pause…

Beach Yoga in the Indiana 
Dunes National Park

Weekly Classes at
Troybuilt Fitness

Private Lessons, Special 
Events and More!

Details at 
sandypauseyoga.com

and on      and   .    ...

http://www.mcinteriorsin.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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500 S. EL PORTAL
MICHIANA SHORES, IN

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SEATING
CARRYOUT

SUMMER HOURS: 
Thursday - Saturday 11am-10pm 

Sunday 11am-8pm • Closed Mondays in June
Our specialty is the authentic Naples Style Pizza 
prepared and cooked just as it was 170 years ago in a 

Our passion

Come and relax,

SUMMER HOURS: 

Admission is free.  Refreshments will be served.

arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Masonry/Seawall Coatings

Long Beach Resident

Since 1997

Art of the Quilt Exhibit

“Intertwine: Stitches of the Soul,” quilts by a Na-
tional Museum of Mexican Art in Chicago-support-
ed group, runs June 3-July 1 at The Beverly Shores 
Depot Museum & Art Gallery, 525 S. Broadway.

The group, which grew out of a 2008 workshop, 
meets weekly at the museum with support from 
Associate Curator Dolores Mercado. Through story 
quilts, participants share their experiences regard-
ing subjects such as family celebrations, identity 
and daily life, as well as stories of immigration and 
violence against women and slavery. 

The exhibit is presented in partnership with Gob-
lin & The Grocer. A Second Friday reception, com-
plete with music and refreshments, is from 5-7 p.m. 
Friday, June 9. 

Also on display in June is “Quilts That Tell a Sto-
ry,” quilts and photos of quilts by Beverly Shores 
residents and their families that depict Beverly 
Shores heritage, town and families.

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
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ARCHITECTS/DEVELOPERS
G.M. FEDORCHAK & ASSOCIATES

www.GMF1.com
219-362-7722

Legacy Woods Townhomes
(under construction)

2,443 S.F., 2 or 3  BR, 2 Bath, 2-Car 
Garage, on Legacy Hills Golf Course, 

Modern Finishes, Swimming Pool, 
Amazing Views

Starting at Only $549,900!
Anticipated Availability June 2023

New Golf Course Home (2821 N. Palmer Avenue, LaPorte)
3,389 S.F., 4 BR, 3 Bath, Den, Guest Suite, 3-Car Garage, Architecturally Designed, on Legacy Hills Golf Course, 

Incredible Finishes
Only $750,000!

PHASE PHASE 
2 STARTING 2 STARTING 

SOON!SOON!
Lakefront Resort-Style Townhomes (169 West McClung Road, Laporte)

2,900 to 3,800 S.F., 4 BR, 4 Bath, 2 or 3 Car Garage, Custom Design Options, On 100 Acre Fishtrap Lake, Lake-
side Swimming Pool, Perfect Family Retreat

Starting at Only $695,000!

New Custom Homes AvailableNew Custom Homes Available

http://www.GMF1.com
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I wrangle the garden hose free of its unwieldy 
rack and yank it across the driveway to the fountain 
that needs a regular topping off during Florida’s dry 
season. Out of the corner of my eye, I see two birds 
dart in and out of the lacy canopy of the banyan 
tree, their efforts charged and frenetic. 

A spray of dainty leaves fl oats through the air like 
a light summer shower. I spy the perky tail feath-
ers of a mockingbird as it dive-bombs a much larger 
bird perched in the crook of a sturdy branch. And 
then I hear it. The shrill call of a natural competi-
tor: an osprey. As the mismatched pair squabble, I 
marvel at the moxie of the mockingbird. For such a 
small bird, it possesses such a large attitude.

I can’t help but smirk. The birds’ impassioned an-
tics remind me of my 3- and 5-year-old grandsons. 
In the time it takes to say, “Good morning,” the pair 
can shift from sharing a sublime Lego building ses-
sion to shouting and swinging like hardened foes. 
Like the osprey in the mockingbird matchup, DJ, 
the older and larger boy, is the odds-on favorite. 
That is, unless his younger brother sneaks up and 
punches him without warning. 

When this sort of mayhem escalates, my daugh-
ter intervenes with a crisp scolding. “Boys, stop! 
Use your words!” 

Depending on how fatigued the boys are or how 
far over the line one of them crossed, the duo might 
not heed their mother’s stern warning. If they do 
fail to “use their words,” both rascals are put in 
timeout. While the separation of bodies diffuses the 
situation, there are always lingering hard feelings. 
But eventually, all is forgotten, and the brothers be-
come cooperative playmates once again. 

Unlike my grandsons, the birds are not from the 
same fl ock, nor the same species. And even though 
both have been using their calls to warn off the oth-

er, there is no outside force to intervene before one 
of the creatures is harmed. The battle, its outcome 
and the aftermath, are an unregulated test of re-
solve, strength and skill.

As I fi ll the last basin of the tiered fountain, 
the overhead squawking increases to an alarming 
pitch. The osprey’s piercing peeps overshadow the 
mockingbird’s trill. I puzzle what has caused this 
heated contest. The traditionally pesty mockingbird 
may have buzzed too close to the osprey’s nest, or it 
may have tried to nibble at the larger bird’s morn-
ing catch. Perhaps, like my youngest grandson, it 
bothered the osprey one too many times. 

I strain to see the birds sheltered in the crown 
of the tree. When the ruckus settles down, my at-
tention returns to the fountain. Instead of leaves, 
a few feathers fl utter through the air. Then more 
and more. My head whips up. The osprey grips the 
mockingbird in its sharp talons. It pecks at its prey 
and more feathers drop. I redirect the garden hose 
and send a jet stream of water at the osprey. Un-
deterred, the large bird sidesteps to a branch out-
side the reach of my hose and resumes its kill of the 
mockingbird. Frustrated and sickened by my inabil-
ity to make a difference in the outcome of nature’s 
brutal scene, I turn off the hose and retreat indoors. 

I slip off my shoes, wipe the sweat from my hairline 
and welcome the cool air conditioning upon my over-
heated body. My heart thrums as I wander into the 
family room where my daughter watches the evening 
news. I listen as a former politician takes questions 
from a female moderator at a town hall meeting.

When the moderator presses one particular issue, 
the politician erupts. Just like the battle between 
the birds in my yard, neither the moderator nor the 
former politician back down. A break for commer-
cials gives both parties, and the audience and view-
ers like me, a sorely needed timeout. Unlike the test 
of wills that occurs between my grandsons, recent 
history has shown us that this contest is not likely 
to close without lingering hard feelings.

And as the commercials roll in, I think about how 
learning to use our words at a young age teaches us 
a critical skill for managing in a civilized society. 
But without an outside force intervening and add-
ing structure to our dealings with one another, we 
risk being no better than the wildlife outside our 
doors, creatures who use brute force to control ri-
vals in order to survive. 

Power Struggle

That Girl, 
This Life

Julie McGue
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House of Fragrance
Perfumes and Roses

“Selling Designer Fragrances at  Outlet  Prices”

101 Lighthouse Place
Lighthouse Place-Premium Outlets • Michigan City

(616) 323-4279 • (847) 530-1037
houseoffragranceteam@gmail.com

Located Across from Tommy Hilfiger

10% Off  
Entire Purchase

Expires July 1, 2023

mailto:houseoffragranceteam@gmail.com
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Why tell this story again?
That’s the hesitation with which you approach “A 

Small Light,” the eight-episode National Geograph-
ic series also streaming on Hulu and Disney+. Anne 
Frank’s story, captured in her own words through 
a diary of extraordinary hope and resilience, has 
moved millions, whether it be on the page, the big 
screen, the stage or television. Even the role Miep 
Gies played in hiding Anne, her family and friends 
hit television back in 1988 with “The Attic: The 
Hiding of Anne Frank” starring Oscar-winner Mary 
Steenburgen as Miep.

This story is so ingrained in our collective con-
sciousness, we know it well. It inspires and wounds 
us, the memory of it like an unhealed scar.

So, again, why watch “A Small Light”? Because 
we’ve never seen the story told like this. From this 
perspective. From this broader sense of context. By 
how the actors approach their real-life inspirations. 
For the fi rst time, the story of Anne Frank, but more 
so Miep and Jan Gies, feels complete.

Largely the work of the husband-and-wife team 
Tony Phelan and Joan Rater, the series achieves a 
stark, mounting dread within Amsterdam as Na-
zis tighten their grip. You feel it, with each passing 
episode. More homes raided. Families rounded up. 

Less populous streets. The lack of carefree abandon 
as people move about publicly, always looking over 
their shoulder.

Miep, secretary to Otto Frank at his pectin and 
spice company Opekta, is played by British actress 
Bel Powley in a career-defi ning performance. She 
fi rst caught my eye on Apple TV+’s “The Morning 
Show” as a staffer dating the news program’s much 
older weatherman. Here, she creates a fi ercely 
original take on Miep. She’s not an instant symbol 
of heroism. As the series begins, she’s a tad scat-
terbrained. A young woman enjoying being a young 
woman. But when she agrees to hide Otto and sev-
en others in the upstairs attic, including his wife 
and two daughters, Powley brilliantly shows the 
transition from secretary to unfl appable leader. In 
Powley’s expressive face, we see Miep’s mind racing 
from one solution to the next. The refusal to accept 
no as an answer. Suddenly, this woman is barreling 
through one scary scenario after another. Nurturing 
to Anne and her sister Margot one minute, standing 
up to Nazi sympathizers the next. 

Equally fascinating is Joe Cole as Jan Gies. He’s 
somewhat of a bookish recluse who succumbs to 
Miep consuming charms. What I did not know be-
fore “A Small Light” was the full extent of Jan’s re-

With “A Small Light,” the Story of Anne Frank is Now Complete
by Andrew Tallackson

Miep Gies (Bel Powley, center) meets with the Frank family in hiding, including Anne (Billie Boullet, left), in “A Small Light.”
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sistance work. At fi rst, it is in secret, even to his 
wife, orchestrating new lodgings for Jewish chil-
dren separated from their parents. And by sneak-
ing off to meetings at gay taverns, “A Small Light” 
frames Jan’s journey in the larger context of the gay 
community targeted by Nazis. Cole has a tougher 
job than Powley in that Jan rarely loses his com-
posure. The actor has to reveal a feverish despera-
tion within the framework of a guy who’s basically a 
stiff. Cole, like Powley, is a marvel.

The individual stories of Anne, her family and 
those who hid with them in the attic were magnifi -
cently captured in the 1955 Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play and 1959 Oscar-winning big-screen adapta-
tion. Every actor who’s appeared in a production 
of this work clearly appreciates the gravity of the 
material, but the performances exist as somber 
case studies in borrowed time. The cast in “A Small 
Light,” which includes Liev Schreiber as Otto and 
the extraordinary Billie Boullet as Anne, does not 
go that route. Instead, they focus on something al-
together different.

Hope.
Moments of tension, yes, fearing for the worst, 

but also galvanized by the notion that the very act 
of hiding is a form of rebellion. There is joy to be had 
during news of the Allied invasion, a sense of the 
war drawing to a close. And because we know what 
is to come, the scenes that follow are all the more 
harrowing emotionally. 

“A Small Light” also remembers that Anne — 
wise beyond her years in her diary — was a teen. 
Here, we see her as lively and jubilant, but also 
petty and selfi sh. As is true of any young girl on the 
cusp of womanhood.

Past retellings of Anne’s story stage the arrival of 
Nazis to arrest the Franks as huried and frenzied. 
Here, it’s staged as a harrowing game of cat and 
mouse, with Powley achieving remarkable poise 
— her eyes telling another story — as offi cers inch 
closer to the stairway leading to the attic.

As the fi nal episode of “A Small Light” draws 
to a close, the story dares to keep going. It shows 
Miep desperately trying to gain information on the 

The story of Jan Gies (Joe Cole) is equally as compelling
as that of his wife, Miep.

Franks. In remarkably understated and haunting 
visuals, trainloads of concentration camp survivors 
exit trains, hollowed-out souls in search of closure. 
And when the heartbreaking news arrives in full, 
that Otto is the only survivor of the camps, one of 
Miep’s colleagues offers profound comfort: “For the 
two years they were here, they knew that people cared 
for them. They knew they mattered.” 

My hope for “A Small Light” is not just that it 
wins Emmys. More, that it becomes mandatory 
viewing in schools. That ensuing generations are 
reminded of what true courage looks like amid the 
unthinkable. So they, like generations before them, 
never forget.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

28 Years Hauling Experience!
Will haul dirt, wood, 

chips, topsoil,  
black dirt or gravel.  

Will haul away 
brush & trash.
Commercial 

Driver’s License
 Insured

Call (219) 898-0634 
for a free estimate!

TabEr

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

PRECISION CRAFTSMANSHIP

• Remodeling and addition 
design and build 

• Structural repair and  
re-enforcement

• Complete Interior design/
remodeling

• Kitchen, bathrooms, tile, 

cabinets, staircases

219-299-9580
Wayne Taber waytab1969@gmail.com

mailto:waytab1969@gmail.com
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On the evening of May 19, about 120 guests, in-
cluding descendants of industrialist John Barker, 
seized a sneak peek of Barker Mansion’s meticu-
lous, multimillion-dollar restoration.

Built in the early 20th century, the mansion has 
been mostly closed to visitors since the project be-
gan in 2021. But Michele Gustin, Barker Mansion 
program & operations manager, says by late fall the 
doors are scheduled to reopen to tour the national 
treasure at Washington and Sixth streets in down-
town Michigan City.

“I’m sure my grandmother would be over the moon 
about this restoration,” says Danielle H. Moore, a 
granddaughter of Catherine Barker Hickox, who 
in turn was the granddaughter of rail car magnate 
John Barker. “The workmanship is incredible. It’s 
been a labor of love. I’m delighted that generations 
to come will get to enjoy it.”

Moore is president of the Barker Welfare Foun-
dation, whose subsidiary – Barker Mansion LLC 
– oversees the mansion’s restoration, maintenance 
and operation. She’s also the mayor of Palm Beach, 
Fla., where she lives.

Family members credit Alex B. Ross, Catherine’s 
grandson and president of the Barker Welfare Foun-
dation from 2019-2021, with instigating the resto-
ration. Title to the mansion transferred back to the 
foundation from Michigan City, which had operated 
it as a civic center since 1968.

With a laugh, Alex Ross admits to what he calls 
“my crazy idea” to restore the home of his ancestors. 
He proudly describes the work over the past two 
years: “The entire building has been rewired for the 
fi rst time since it was built 120 years ago. All 122 
windows are being restored, with 70 percent now 
complete. The teak wood fl oors are being refi nished.”

The mansion’s garden has been restored to its 
original 1910 design by renowned landscape archi-
tect Jens Jensen.

Sarane H. Ross, Catherine’s daughter, was not 
raised in the mansion, but on the East Coast. She 
recalls her only childhood visit here was with her 
parents when she was about 11. 

Sarane was born in 1934, the year her 38-year-old 
mother established the Barker Welfare Foundation, 
which supports nonprofi t organizations in Michigan 
City, New York City and Chicago.

Sarane, a director and president emerita of the 
foundation, is pleased with restoration of the man-
sion listed on the National Register of Historic Plac-
es. And she’s delighted a portrait of her mother now 
graces the mansion’s foyer.

She explains the painting of her mother, who died 
in 1970 at age 66, is by celebrated British portrait 
artist Simon Elwes. It remained in the possession 
of family members, but was recently donated to the 
mansion where it hangs in a place of prominence.

One of the main events May 12 was the presen-
tation of the Barker Prize to a resident or business 
owner in LaPorte County that embodies the quali-
ties of good citizenship, entrepreneurship, commu-
nity service and philanthropy.

The winner was Paul Applegate, president of Ap-
plegate & Co. Certifi ed Public Accountants, Michi-
gan City. Applegate was visiting Germany, but his 
children, Blake and Megan, both CPAs at the fi rm, 

The “Foundation” for the Future

Danielle Moore (from left), Sarane Ross and Alex Ross stand before a portrait of Catherine Barker Hickox. All photos by Priscilla Lawler.

accepted the award.

Also winning applause was Andy Skwiat, resto-
ration project manager, and Brandon Purkal, site 
manager. Christopher Grohs and Nicole Sheaffer 
of Terrawood Design in Michigan City were recog-
nized for their painstaking restoration of fl oors and 
woodwork.

Also saluted were students of Purdue University 
Northwest’s College of Technology for designing and 
fabricating a spectacular scale model of the Haskell 
& Barker Car Co. factory. It is the centerpiece of a 
new exhibit on the mansion’s lower level that pays 
tribute to the factory and its workers through state-
of-the-art visual displays.

Blake Applegate displays the Barker Prize awarded
to his father, Paul Applegate.

by Edmund Lawler
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“He spit on every rule of music.”
❑

“He was too much for everyone.”
❑

“Little Richard was danger.”
❑

“Everyone was afraid of me because I was unpre-
dictable. They didn’t know what I was going to do.”

These observations in the brilliant new documen-
tary “Little Richard: I Am Everything” hail either 
from the performer himself or by entertainers and 
music historians. And while there is joy to be had, 
especially when the singer’s music takes center 
stage, the movie is a sad, blistering commentary on 
racism and homophobia. 

This is a man repeatedly denied credit as a rock 
‘n’ roll pioneer. At constant odds with his sexuality, 
never comfortable in his own skin, despite the fl am-
boyant confi dence he exuded in public.

The documentary, available through View on 
Demand, is a joint effort between CNN Films and 
HBO Max. All hail CNN Films. Seriously. It’s the 
premier venue for cinematic journalism, telling dif-

fi cult stories about complex people. It just won the 
Best Documentary Oscar for “Navalny,” a stirring 
look at the Russian opposition leader. Other fi lms 
tackled Gabby Giffords, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
Anthony Bourdain and Gilda Radner. Its singular 
triumph: 2018’s “Three Identical Strangers,” a har-
rowing look at three Jewish triplets separated at 
birth through a callous, clinical nature vs. nurture 
experiment.

“Little Richard: I Am Everything” is among its 
best.

The entertainer died in 2020, so director/producer 
Lisa Cortés turns to a generous sampling of archi-
val material mixed with contemporary interviews. 
Pretty quickly, the fi lm establishes the template for 
the performer’s life. Coming from a religious family, 
he was too “outrageous” — translation: brash and 
effeminate — for the stern eye of his pastor father,

Documentary Explores the Triumph and Tragedy of Little Richard
by Andrew Tallackson

“Little Richard: I Am Everything” relies on plenty of archival footage to highlight the performer’s career.

★ ★ ★ ★
“Little Richard: I Am Everything”

Running time: 101 minutes. View on Demand. Not Rated,

but containing frank dialogue on sex and drugs.

OnDemand
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but loved nonetheless but a supportive mother. 
And so, as one member of the LGBTQ+ community 
notes, he spent the rest of his life “running back to 
God, but running away from his true self.”

We see Little Richard throughout his career, al-
ternating between his electric stage presence and 
the repeated shift back to gospel music.

When the hits arrive, like “Tutti Frutti” and 
“Good Golly Miss Molly,” mainstream society didn’t 
know what to make of him, so it fi ltered his mu-
sic, more successfully, through white entertainers 
like Elvis Presley and Pat Boone. You cringe at the 
scenes of Boone treating “Tutti Frutti” like barber-
shop quartet material…but that, the movie empha-
sizes, was another theme in his life. A life denied its 
due. As one rock historian notes in the fi lm, America 
still seems at odds with accepting the fact that the 
origins of rock ‘n’ roll started with black performers.

The movie’s most compelling insight is how Little 
Richard’s music defi ned 1950s teen rebellion. Wan-
na tick off your parents, one rock historian notes? 
Listen to music they despise. And that is precisely 
what the movie shows, how Little Richard’s music 
brought white and black teens together. Even more 
ironic is how, as the Civil Rights Movement heated 
up, Little Richard was deemed a rock god in the 
United Kingdom by The Beatles and The Rolling 
Stones. Again: a sign of rebellion that British rock-
ers identifi ed not with the sounds of their own coun-
try, but what was taking shape across the pond.

Members of the LGBTQ+ community factor heav-
ily into interviews, and through that context, and 
by seeing entertainers inspired by Little Richard, 
from Elton John and David Bowie to Harry Styles 
and Lizzo, we realize, sadly, this man was born in 
the wrong time. Always ahead of his time. Billy Por-
ter, in fact, notes he wouldn’t have a career today if 
Little Richard didn’t blaze a path for him.

So by the time “I Am Everything” shows a clip 

Billy Porter admits in the fi lm he would not have a career today if not for 
Little Richard.

from the 1997 American Music Awards, when Little 
Richard received the Lifetime Merit Award, we see 
the entertainer break down on stage as recognition 
is fi nally directed his way. It is extremely power-
ful. The documentary has so painstakingly charted 
this man’s life, we get it. We get what that moment 
meant to him. Even one of his band members, who 
was there that night, tries to discuss the award, yet 
breaks down sobbing.

“I Am Everything” succeeds on every front. As a 
time capsule piece on race and rock ‘n’ roll. As an 
exploration on sexuality in America. And where we, 
as a people, must head from here.

It is a triumph.
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial

(800) 228-3928 • (317) 727-2361

Free Estimates

The Potted Plant
Greenhouse & Nursery

Large Containers, Baskets and 
Planters for Sale.

Most All-Spring Plants Available.

9813 W. 300 N.
Michigan City
(Behind Harbor GMC)

June Hours
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Wed-Sat

219-241-0335

Like Us 
on
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National Safe Boating Week

Michigan City’s U.S. Coast Guard Station, 10 On the Lake, hosted open-house activities to help promote 
National Safe Boating Week (May 20-26). Events included tours of the station and USCG vessels, drive up 

boating safety inspections in front of the station and boater safety discussions. 
All photos by Bob Wellinski
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Long Beach Parks
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Michigan City Public Library
Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 

lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.. 

The following programs are scheduled: 
• Summer Reading Program: All Together 

Now! from June 5-July 22. For every 10 hours 
a person reads, reads to someone else or listens to 
someone read, they have a chance to win a raffl e 
item. Record reading hours and select the desired 
raffl e prize for a chance to win.

• Diamond Painting from 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 6. Youth ages 10-17 can learn how to dia-
mond paint. Registration through the website is 
required due to limited supplies.

• Creative Tech Activities from 3:30-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays in June. Children ages 6-17 can cre-
ate with LEGO WeDo, Micro:bits, paper circuits, 
Ozobots and 3-D. Children 12 and younger must 
have a parent or guardian attend.

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in 
June. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Virtual Dungeons & Dragons from 4-6 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 7. Youth ages 12-18 can play 
through Zoom. Advance registration is required. 
Contact Dana in Youth Services at dwolf@mclib.
org or (219) 873-3045 for more details.

• Weekly Crafts for Kids & Teens weekly. Each 
week offers a different project. Take-home craft 
kits are available, or create some in the Maker-
space. Supplies are limited. 

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Among Us Scavenger Hunt in June. Visit 
Youth Services, fi nd all the characters hiding 
there and win a prize.

❑

(Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 
E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.)

Classifi ed Ads Do the Trick!
Call us at (219) 879-0088

http://www.mclib.org
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Wintrust Mortgage is a division of Barrington Bank & Trust Company, N.A., a Wintrust Community Bank NMLS #449042. © 2023 Wintrust Mortgage

GET YOU HOMELet me help
Find your home anywhere in the country with lending in all 50 states.

With more than 25 years in the industry, I can help you secure financing for 
your first home, vacation home, investment property, refinance, and more!

CONTACT ME TODAY TO GET STARTED!

BRAD MARTIN
Senior Mortgage Consultant

NMLS #: 192861    

DIRECT: 312.446.8944

BMartin@wintrustmortgage.com 

WintrustMortgage.com/Brad-Martin

20901 S LaGrange Road Ste 207, 

Frankfort IL, 60423

B O O K A T O U R T O D A Y !

219-872-8624

www.pottawattomie.com

1900 Springland Ave.

Michigan City, IN 46360

Whatever You Think of Country Clubs, Think Again

Pottawattomie Country Club creates a welcoming atmosphere filled with incredible golf, recreational activities, a
beautiful pool, pickleball, dining, social events and a true sense of community. We offer a unique membership
lifestyle for you and your family. Call us and schedule a personal tour!

mailto:BMartin@wintrustmortgage.com
http://www.pottawattomie.com
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Furnace & AC Repair & Maintenance 

Furnace & AC Installation 

Humidifiers & Dehumidifiers 

Air Duct Cleaning 

LaPorte County Public Library has updated its 
curbside pickup service using meeScan.

New users can download the meeScan app through 
options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place 
holds on items using a customer account. Once at 
the library, check in using the app and clicking Pick-
up from the bottom of the screen (or calling the li-
brary location). An appointment no longer is needed. 
Add the parking space on the app if picking up from 
the main location. Enter information in the instruc-
tions box if picking up holds placed on more than one 
account, or if needing additional assistance. A staff 
member brings held items to the vehicle. Customers 
using the app receive updates as their requests are 
processed. Returns can be placed in book drops and 
be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At this time, 
there is no limit to the number of items customers 
can reserve and pick up during curbside.
• Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6 

p.m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).
❑

Patrons are no longer charged daily overdue 
fi nes. Customers only will be charged for items they 
damage, lose or never return.  

❑

The following programs are planned:
• Coolspring Storytime from 1:30-2 p.m. 

Thursday, June 1, at the Coolspring Branch. 
Each session, which includes stories and songs, is 
part of a themed six-week program, with a four-
week break between sessions.

• Stories & More from 10-10:30 a.m. Friday, 
June 2, at the main library. Children ages 3-5 
with their caregivers experience stories, songs, 
crafts and activities.

• Summer Reading Block Party from 2-4 p.m. 
Saturday, June 3, at the main library. The 
event includes walking a Readers’ Red Carpet, 
stories and Eric Hill’s Spot the Dog.

• Family Pajama Storytime from 6-6:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 5, in the main library multi-
purpose room. The program focuses on stories 
and songs. Guests can wear pajamas and take a 
favorite stuffed animal.

• Virtual Author Talk with Mike Rucker 
(adults 19+) from 3-4 p.m. Wednesday, June 
7. Advance registration is required at https://
libraryc.org/laportelibrary/26885

• Cooking Kids from 4-5 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 7, in the main library multipurpose 
room. Hear a story and create a recipe based on 
the reading. 

• Meet Libby, Hoopla and Kanopy (adults 19+) 
from 5:30-7 p.m. Wednesday, June 7, in the 
main library Meeting Room A. Take a device for 
the event that explains how to use the programs.

❑

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904 
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located at 
6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.lapor-
telibrary.org for more details, including program-
ming through the Exchange building.

LaPorte County Public Library

https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/26885
https://libraryc.org/laportelibrary/26885
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
http://www.lapor-telibrary.org
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•

• SunsetGrilleAtTheBeach.com

•

•

• •

• • • •

•

Moore Construction
(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

Over 33 years in business
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Long Beach Summer Camp
Applications available June 1, 2023!

Dates:June 19 – August 4
Days: Monday – Friday
Time: 9:00 – 11:30
Location: Long Beach Community Center
Ages: 3-11
Fee: Resident Full Camp: $160.00

Non-Resident Full Camp: $220.00
Resident Weekly: $60.00
Non-Resident Weekly: $80.00

Weekly Themes
Week 1: Outer Space
Week 2: Wild Weather
Week 3: Geographic Genius

(No Camp July 3 & 4)
Week 4: Inventors Workshop
Week 5: Splish Splash
Week 6: Safari
Week 7: International Sports

Registration forms are available at the Long
Beach Town Hall, Long Beach Community
Center, and online at longbeachin.org.

Any questions email
longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com.

Curtis Flooring
• Free Estimates 
• Install Hardwood, 

Vinyl & Engineered 
Flooring

• Refinish Hardwood 
• Install Tile

(269) 449-3404
curtisflooring@icloud.com

Market on Main 
The Westville Area Chamber of Commerce will 

host the Fifth Annual Market on Main from 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Saturday, June 3, in downtown Westville.

Visitors can walk down Main Street to stop by 
more than 30 artisan/vintage vendors and local 
food. There is no admission cost.

Westville Cruise In Car Club will be present, 
while Burn ‘Em Brewing will sponsor a beer tent. 
Donations from the club and a portion of proceeds 
from the tent will be donated to The Boys & Girls 
Club of LaPorte County Westville Chapter. Also, Ric 
Federighi from WIMS Radio will do a live remote 
from 10-11 a.m. The LaPorte County Symphony Or-
chestra brass quintet will play from 10-11:45 a.m., 
then the acoustical Americana band For Pete’s Sake 
plays from noon-2 p.m.

New Buffalo Township Library
• June 1, 6:30 p.m. — Vernal Pools with Pat 

Fisher (Hike 4). Meet in the New Buffalo El-
ementary School parking lot, 12291 Lubke Road.

• June 6, 6:30 p.m. — Program, The Greatest 
Showman on Earth: Harry Houdini and His 
Death-Defying Acts.

Weekly programs:

• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesday while 
supplies last.

• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.

• Story Time at 5:30 p.m. Thursday.

• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturday.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

mailto:longbeachsummercamp@gmail.com
mailto:curtisflooring@icloud.com
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Crab Cake

Beet Salad

Soup Du Jour

Bread Board

Whipped Feta

Steamed Mussels

Blistered Shishito

Lodge House Salad

Oysters On the Half Shell

Goat Cheese Polenta & Kale

*Filet

The Elk Burger

*Filet & Caeser

Cavatappi Alfredo

Bone-In Pork Chop

Pan Roasted

Chicken Tapenade

Salmon

Serving Dinner 7 Days a Week | 4 P.M. - 9 P.M.
Saturdays | 2 P.M. - Bar Open Til Late Night
Sunday Champagne Brunch | 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.
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NECKTIE 5K  
Walk & Run 

Saturday, June 17, 8 AM 

Beverly Shores 
www.NecktieRun.com 

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

SPACE PLANNING
FURNISHING 
DECORATING
SINCE 1991

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers will hike one of Warren 
Dunes State Park’s famous sand dunes at 10 a.m. 
EDT Saturday, June 3.

In brief introductory comments, leader and HCH 
President Pat Fisher will explain how nature builds 
dunes and anchors them with plants. The fi rst 
stretch of the hike is on mostly hard surfaces, with 
a view of Lake Michigan from the dune crest. The 
trail to the beach is loose sand and challenging. Par-
ticipants should wear long pants, a sun hat, sturdy 
shoes or boots, and take insect repellent and water.

The hiking distance is two miles. Physical diffi -
culty is moderate to diffi cult. The park is located at 
12032 Red Arrow Highway, Sawyer, Mich.

Membership is preferred; however, the public is 
welcome. Visit www.harborcountryhikers.com or 
Harbor Country Hikers on Facebook for more de-
tails, including directions and parking instructions.

Hikers visit Warren Dunes State Park during a 2020 hike.

Art Barn Fundraiser
Tickets are available for “One to Grow On,” Art 

Barn School of Art’s premier fundraiser, from 6-10 
p.m. Saturday, June 10, at Valparaiso University 
Center for the Arts, 1709 Chapel Drive.

Funds raised from the event boost the non-prof-
it’s educational arts programs. Tickets are $135, or 
$1,000 for tables. Attire is garden party cocktail. 
The evening includes drinks, dinner and art. 

Visit tinyurl.com/mr2bxutp for reservations or 
more details.

http://www.NecktieRun.com
http://www.harborcountryhikers.com
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28 Years of Serving Great 
Food in Michigan City

Open for Lunch
Monday-Saturday at 11 a.m.

Dinner Hours
Monday-Thursday 3-8 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 3-9 p.m.

New Menu Items Weekly
Check Our Facebook Page for Specials

Banquet Room Open!
Call Us for More Information, 

Including Holiday Parties
2134 E. U.S. 20 

(corner of Johnson Rd & 20)

(219) 879-0760

Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4
www.smallsgardencenter.com

We Deliver and Plant

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
Landscape Supplies & Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

219-778-2568

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!

30% OFF SALE
LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 

EVERGREENS, PERENNIALS & MORE.

30% OFF
GIFT STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

STONE YARD
DRIVEWAY STONE, DECORATIVE STONE, WASHSTONE, 

LIMESTONE, SLAG, MULCH, TOPSOIL, FLAGSTONE  
OUTCROPPING, BOULDERS & FIRE PITS

1706811

It’s why I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are more than just 
things. They’re where you make your 
memories – and they deserve the right 
protection. I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Warren Attar, Agent
1902 E US 20, Evergreen Plaza
Michigan City, IN  46360
Bus: 219-874-4256  
Fax: 219-874-5430
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com

http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
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 Interior/Exterior Painter 
For Only $275 A Day

Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $550 A Day

 Interior/Exterior Painters 
For Only $750 A Day

Jose Lawn Care
872-230-6531

FULLY INSURED! • Free Estimates
Spring & Fall Cleanup, Grass Cutting

Weed control , Trimming, Power Washing
Clean Gutters

Michigan City, Indiana
Fertilizing, Planting, Mulch, Power Rake, 
Shrubs, Snow Plowing, Etc.
Concrete small walking sides, driveways

• COMPLETE 
REMODELING

• ROOM 
ADDITIONS

• SIDING

• DECKS

• GARAGES

• NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

• 4 SEASON 
ROOMS

• CONCRETE

• MASONRY

• FLOORING

219-861-6341
www.hullingsconstruction.com

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!
219-214-0420

YOU CALL WE HAULYOU CALL WE HAUL
RENT-A-MAN!
Tired of asking your husband 

to get rid of that old junk?

COMMERCIAL• RESIDENTIAL • SENIOR DISCOUNTS • SMALL DEMO
FORECLOSURE • COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT • FREE ESTIMATES

LBCC Women’s Golf Leagues             

9-Hole League
May 18, 2023

A Flight Low Net
First – Peg King.
Second – Sue Luegers.
Third – Janet Andreotti, Cindy Levy.
Low Putts – J. Andreotti, Donna Hennard, Peg 

King, Kathy Kenefi ck.
Birdie – Janet Andreotti (No. 13).
Sunken Approach – Peg King (No. 16).
B FLIGHT Low Net
First – June Salmon.
Second – Jean Guerin, Nancy Thill.
Third – Barb Hall.
Low Putts – Nancy Thill.
C FLIGHT Low Net
First – Ginny Hogan.
Second – Ann Daley, Tina Sonderby.
Third – Catherine Kelly, Kathi Mole, Gloria McMahon
Low Putts – Barb  Beardslee.
Birdie – Ginny Hogan (No. 10).
D FLIGHT Low Net:
First — Sally McCarthy.
Second – Alison Kolb, Marge White.
Third – Kate Flores, Leslie Meyer.
Low Putts – Alison Kolb.

18-Hole League
May 15, 2023

A Flight
First — Janet Andreotti.
Second — Vicki Hill.
Third — Jill Craig, Cindy Levy, Sue Luegers.
B Flight
First — Kathy Kenefi ck.
Second — Pat Bailey, Jean Guerin.
Third — Susan Keeley.
C Flight
First — Kathie Mole, Meg Caplice.
Second — Carol Sullivan.
Third — Carol Lyons.

(Cindy Levy recently got a hole in one in league 
play and another hole in one outside of league play.)

http://www.hullingsconstruction.com
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Michigan City Municipal Golf Course
North Course, “Early Birdies,”

May 22, 2023
Event: Sum of Odd Numbered 

Holes
A Flight 
Low Gross: Jane Shuger.
Low Net: Barb Rumbuc.
Low Putts: Sandy Baldwin.
Event: Jane Shuger.
B Flight 
Low Gross: Jane Spang.
Low Net: Jane Spang.
Low Putts: Paula Hutchinson.
Event: Paula Hutchinson.
C Flight
Low Gross: Sheila Brackin.
Low Net: Sheila Brackin.
Low Putts: Sheila Brackin.
Event:  Sheila Brackin, Carol Hullings.
D Flight
Low Gross: Ann Batagianis.
Low Net: Ann Batagianis, Cindee Schroll.
Low Putts: Bev Nichols.
Event: Cindee Schroll.
Unglighted Event: Jill Kilowski.
Chip-Ins
Sandy Baldwin — No. 2.
Sandra Provan — No. 5.
Linda Sperling — No. 2.
Jill Kilowski — No. 3.

Two for Tuesday Promotion
A special promotion — buy one admission, get 

one free — is offered Tuesdays at LaPorte County 
Historical Society Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave.

The promotion includes the public and Histori-
cal Society members. Call (219) 324-6767 for more 
details.

CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

37 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
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2nd Location at 16201 Red Arrow Highway, Union Pier, MI

Kevin Murphy Products

By Appointment Only
Angila Keeney 

(219) 871-9340
708 Freyer Road, 

Michigan City
Hair Care, Nails & Facial Waxing

New Clients: 

20% OFF 
your 1st  

Hair Care Service

An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

NMLS# 1418684

DREAM HOMES
START WITH 
DREAM SERVICE.
Kelly Guhlstorf
Mortgage Advisor
(219) 650-6525

HorizonBank.com

United Way Golf Outing
United Way of LaPorte County’s 19th annual 

golf outing is Saturday, July 22, at Beechwood Golf 
Course, 2222 Woodlawn Drive, LaPorte.

Registration opens at noon, with the shotgun 
tee time and box lunch at 1 p.m. The silent auction 
ends, with awards presented, at 5 p.m.

The event is 18 holes of golf with a cart. It also 
includes: a box lunch, open bar cart(s) on the course, 
games, a chance to win a new car, trophies for the 
winning team, free water and soft drinks, and free 
shots under the pavilion. Individuals cost $125, 
while a foursome costs $500.

In the event of rain, certifi cates for golf will be 
available, if requested, to use at a later date.

Visit www.unitedwaylpc.org for more details.

ArtBash Tickets
Tickets are available for “All You Need Is Love,” 

Lubeznik Center for the Arts’ 2023 ArtBash benefi t, 
at 5:30 p.m.  Saturday, June 24, at Blue Chip Casino 
Hotel Spa.

 The evening includes: a buffet dinner, open bar, 
silent auction, a DJ and dancing, a paddle raise, 
treats and art experiences.

Tickets are $150 per person. All proceeds support 
LCA programming. Visit tinyurl.com/mrx9eyn6 for 
reservations.

http://www.unitedwaylpc.org
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
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Top Notch 
Exteriors
Experienced 
Amish Roofer

5 Year
Labor

Warranty

Thank you to all of our valid customers for choosing Top 
Notch Exteriors for your new roof. We are so grateful for 
the pleasure of serving you and the surrounding area and 

hope we have met your expectations.

Free Quotes Offi  ce: 574-349-8140

QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:
• St. John’s United Church of Christ, 101 St. John 

Road, noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, June 6.
• Sacred Heart Church, 201 Bach St., LaPorte, 

noon-5 p.m. Wednesday, June 7.
• Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1237 E. Coolspring 

Ave., 2-6 p.m. Thursday, June 8.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details.

Beacher Delivery
Any time you do not receive your Beacher or 

have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088, 
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you 
can let us know any issue or concerns.

http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.thebeacher.com
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In the Area
June 1 — LGBTQ+ Pride Month Begins.
June 1 — Coolspring Storytime, 1:30-2 p.m., 

Coolspring library branch, 6925 W. County Road 
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

June 1 — Arts in the Park, LaPorte’s Fox Park. 
Preconcert: 6-6:45 p.m., main band: 7-8:30 p.m. June 
1 — The Whistle Pigs. Wednesdays starting June 7: 
LaPorte City Band, 7 p.m.

June 1 — Northwest Indiana Green Drinks  
(“Mount Baldy’s Holes Ten Years Later: What New 
Science Tells Us Now”), 6:30 p.m., Facebook Live or 
Zoom. Info: NancyforVision@gmail.com

June 1 — Music Under the Stars Presents John-
ny V, 7-9 p.m., Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 E. 
U.S. 12. Tickets: $15/members, $20/non-members, 
free/children 12 & younger. Reservations: tinyurl.
com/48m73tbz

June 1-18 — “Boeing Boeing,” Dunes Summer 
Theatre, 288 Shady Oak Drive, Michiana Shores. 
Times: 7 p.m. Thur.-Sat., 2 p.m. Sunday. Reserva-
tions: tinyurl.com/4tp2kwud

June 2 — First Friday Open Studio Night, 5-8 
p.m., St. Mary’s Arts, 326 W. 10th St.

June 2 — 10th annual LOK Young Artist Expo 
showcase, 5-8 p.m., Lubeznik Center for the Arts,  
101 W. Second St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

June 3 — St. Stanislaus 5K (3.1 mile) run, 8 
a.m., Trail Creek’s Nelson Park. Registration/info: 
(219) 879-9281, kmwozniak87@gmail.com

June 3 — Westville Area Chamber of Commerce 
Fifth Annual Market on Main, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., down-
town Westville.

June 3-July 1 — “Intertwine: Stitches of the 
Soul,” The Beverly Shores Depot Museum & Art 
Gallery, 525 S. Broadway. Second Friday reception: 
5-7 p.m. June 9.

June 3 — Summer Reading Block Party, 2-4 
p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

June 5 — Family Pajama Storytime, 6-6:30 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

June 5 — Monday Musicale, 7 p.m., First  Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 121 E. Seventh St. Info: (219) 
874-3754.

June 6 — Diamond Painting, 5-7 p.m., Michigan 

City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Registration: 
www.mclib.org

June 7 — Virtual Dungeons & Dragons, 4-6 p.m., 
through Michigan City Public Library. Info: dwolf@
mclib.org, (219) 873-3045.

June 7 — Cooking Kids, 4-5 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Through June 30 — Artwork by the Rev. Da-
vid Kime, the Rev. Roque Meraz, Dr. John Wilhelm, 
The Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Center hours: 
6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 6 
a.m.-3  p.m. Sun. Info: (219) 872-9196.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors open/8:30 
a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 W. 
McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner dance lessons, 
2-3 p.m. Improver dance lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 
363-8301.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 109 Ann St. Doors open: 3:30 p.m. 
Bingo: 6 p.m. $45 entrance fee (includes all cards). 
Info: (219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in June — Creative Tech Activities, 
3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. 
Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Thursdays in June — Needle Arts Club to Warm 
Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., Michigan 
City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 
873-3049.

Saturdays through Oct. 28 — Michigan City 
Farmers Market, 8 a.m.-noon, Eighth & Washington 
streets. Info: www.emichigancity.com

Sundays through Sept. 24 — Farmed & Forged 
Market (LaPorte Farmers Market), 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Monroe & Lincolnway. 

In the Region
June 1 — Vernal Pools with Pat Fisher (Hike 

4), 6:30 p.m. EDT, New Buffalo Elementary School 
parking lot, 12291 Lubke Road. Info: (269) 469-2933.

June 1 — Cosmic Country Showcase-Harbor 
Country Pride Kickoff, 7 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25 
+ $4.50 convenience fee, $50 + $4.50 convenience 
fee (reserved). Info: www.acornlive.org

June 2 — Philip Gulley-American Writer and 
Storyteller, 7 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Generations 
Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $30 + $5 conve-
nience fee, $55 + $5 convenience fee (reserved). Info: 
www.acornlive.org

June 3 — The Friends’ 27th Annual Native Plant 
Sale, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Friends of Indiana Dunes of-
fi ce, 1000 W. Oak Hill Road, Porter. Free admission. 

http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:NancyforVision@gmail.com
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
mailto:kmwozniak87@gmail.com
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.mclib.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.emichigancity.com
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.acornlive.org
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Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu
June 3 — Harbor Country Hikers, 10 a.m. EDT, 

Warren Dunes State Park, 12032 Red Arrow High-
way, Sawyer, Mich. Info: www.harborcountryhikers.
com, Harbor Country Hikers on Facebook.

June 3 — Blowout Bonanza, 10 a.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

June 3 — Beach Mysteries, 2 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

June 3 — Club Rainbow, 7 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 
107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: 
$25 + $4.50 convenience fee, $50 + $4.50 conve-
nience fee (reserved). Info: www.acornlive.org

June 3 — Full Moon Hike, 9-10:30 p.m., Indiana 
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, 
Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

June 4 — The School of American Music benefi t 
house concert, “Piano and Violin Classics,” 4 p.m. 
EDT, private home (location disclosed after pur-
chasing ticket). Tickets: $250. Reservations/info: 
www.schoolofamericanmusic.com, (269) 409-1191.

June 6 — Program: The Greatest Showman on 
Earth: Harry Houdini and His Death-Defying Acts, 
6:30 p.m. EDT, New Buffalo Township Library, 33 
N. Thompson St. Info: (269) 469-2933.

June 6 — Harbor Country Singers free Campfi re 
Sing-Along, 6:30 p.m. EDT, Episcopal Church of 
the Mediator outdoor campfi re circle, 14280 Red 
Arrow Highway, Harbert, Mich. Info: (269) 409-
1191, schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com, https://
schoolofamericanmusic.com/

June 6 — Out of the Box Open Mic, 7-9 p.m. 
EDT, Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., 
St. Joseph, Mich. Performer signup (free): Open-
Mic@boxfactoryforthearts.org. Admission: $5, 12 & 
younger/free. Info: https://boxfactoryforthearts.org/
concerts-events 

June 7 — “Insights in History,” 1:30 p.m. EDT, 
South Bend’s The History Museum, 808 W. Wash-
ington St. Admission: $3. Reservations by June 5: 
www.historymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664.

Through June 2 — “So Far: Nancy Hejna Art-
works in Exhibit,” Marshall J. Gardner Center for 
the Arts, 540 S. Lake St., Gary’s Miller Beach neigh-
borhood. Info: (219) 885-9114.  

Through June 4 — Andy Sweet’s “South Beach,” 
Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich.  
Info: www.krasl.org/andy-sweets-south-beach

Through June 4 — “Fighting Fear: Pandem-
ics Past and Present,” The History Museum, 808 
W. Washington St., South Bend. Museum hours 
(all times Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-
5 p.m. Sun. Admission: $11/adults, $9.50/seniors, 
$7/youth 6-17, free/members. Info: (574) 235-9664, 
www.historymuseumSB.org

Through June — Acrylic painter Connie Kas-
sal/photographer Carol Estes, The Courtyard Gal-

lery, 813 E. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, Mich. Hours 
(Eastern): 11 a.m.-5 p.m. daily, closed Tuesday. Info: 
gallery@courtyardfi neart.com, (800) 291-9287.

Through July 6 — Works by Kuhn Hong, The 
Village Gallery at Pines Village Retirement Com-
munities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso. 

Through July 16 — “America the Beautiful: 
The Photographs of Clyde Butcher,” “Ansel Adams: 
Selected Photographs from the Portfolios,” Midwest 
Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St., Elkhart. 
Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tue.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. 
Sat.-Sun. Admission: $10/adults, $6/8-12, $8/13-18, 
$8/college students with ID. Info: (574) 293-6660.

Through July 31 — “Budgie’s Garden” Art Show, 
Front Street Crossing, 227 S. Front St., Dowagiac, 
Mich. Featured artist: Lisa Quinlan-Heibutzki 
(past collaborator with Beacher columnist Charley 
McKelvy). 

Through October — “Ever Yours: Postcards 
From the Golden Age,” Porter County Museum, 20 
Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Free admission. Hours: 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Sun. Info: www.pocomuse.org

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturdays in Chesterton — European Market, 
8 a.m.-2 p.m., Broadway & Third Street (next to 
Thomas Centennial Park). Info: https://tinyurl.com/
yc8z2utd

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “You Hurt 
My Feelings.” Rated R. Times: 4 p.m. June 2, 4:30 
p.m. June 3, 3:30 p.m. June 4. Also: “Spider-Man: 
Across the Spider-Verse.” Rated PG. Times: 7 p.m. 
June 2, 1 & 7 p.m. June 3, noon June 4. Also: Har-
bor Country Pride Comedy Show. Time: 7 p.m. June 
4. All times Eastern. Theater address: 6 N. Elm St., 
Three Oaks, Mich. Info: www.vickerstheatre.com, 
(269) 756-3522.

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

http://www.nps.gov/indu
http://www.harborcountryhikers
http://www.acornlive.org
http://www.schoolofamericanmusic.com
mailto:schoolofamericanmusic@gmail.com
https://schoolofamericanmusic.com/
https://schoolofamericanmusic.com/
mailto:Mic@boxfactoryforthearts.org
https://boxfactoryforthearts.org/
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.krasl.org/andy-sweets-south-beach
http://www.historymuseumSB.org
http://www.pocomuse.org
mailto:friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com
https://tinyurl.com/
http://www.vickerstheatre.com
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868
THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah

Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 •  www.bookwormwanatah.com  
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care

Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)

Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,

bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800

Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com
KV-Staffing is offering private home care services from 1-24 hr of ser-
vice, can start immediately. All staff is licensed, insured and supervised, 

with a nurse on call 24-7. Services offered: daily living skills, errands, 
small meal prep, light house cleaning and more. 

Please call KV Staffing Agency at (219) 243-7160 or (219) 249-7567

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

27 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580
FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 

Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520

Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 
panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 

ask your neighbors!
ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)

Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  
Rosa’s House Cleaning: Residentials, one time, weekly, bi-weekly, 

airbnb, offices. Call Rosa at (219) 814-3781 or
 rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com

Lorena’s House Cleaning
Residential, airbnb, offices. Weekly, biweekly, monthly, one time.

Call (219) 229-3523
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 

references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 469-4624.
DIRTY TO KLEAN CLEANING SERVICES

Residential, commercial, arbnb. Daily, weekly, biweekly, monthly, 
one time. (219) 210-6316 • dirtytokleanllc@gmail.com

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.
BILL SMART • (269) 231-0599

Renovations • Carpenter • Electrician • Painting & Tile

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 
Rehab • New Construction • EV 50 Amp Service Install

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

A-PLUS, INC. 
Call now for all of your remodeling needs! 

We specialize in all aspects of Interior/Exterior Remodeling, 
Painting & Roofing! Cleaning & Staining Decks! 

Please call our expert staff for a free quote.
Fully licensed and bonded. (219) 395-8803

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
• Snow removal • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning • 
Garage Organizer • Painting • And Much More • Free estimates. 20 years 

exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 
Recommendations available. Insured.

Call (574) 855-0666
SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist

We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 
and much more. 20-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 

Call (574) 855-0666.
DECK & FENCE REPAIRS, RESTORATION. STAINING/PAINTING.

EXTERIOR  REPAIRS. 30 YEARS IN WOOD RESTORATION. INSURED
Bob @ (219) 400-0455. Text for fastest response

B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer • (219) 243-1823

Fully Licensed and Bonded
Interior-exterior remodeling. 18+ yrs. experience. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do anything.
Top Notch: Handymen at Your Service

25+ years of experience puts your home in good hands and perfect work-
ing order. Inside and outside jobs. Painting, tiling, all home maintenance. 

Free estimates. References available. Insured. 
Contact Ed at (269) 635-9760 or at operations@handytopnotch.com

Handyman: I fix most domestic appliances, assemble kit furniture & bar-
becues, HVAC & much more. References. Call (219) 369-7214.

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 26-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior painting and staining. Power 
washing decks, siding and more. Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall • Eifs • Stucco • Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.

Call (219) 229-2352. 
Alpha Power Washing & Painting LLC

Professional interior/exterior painting of any kind, power washing houses/
porches/cement patios, and staining decks. Call Steve Sacks for a free 

estimate at (219) 809-1365 or email alphapainting223@gmail.com
PETERSEN PAINTING

Serving the Michiana area. Interior/Exterior painting. Services include: 
walls, ceilings, trim, all aspects of interior painting. Siding, soffits, win-

dows. House & deck washing/staining. Drywall replacement/repair. 
Customer satisfaction our No. 1 Priority - Ref. Avail.  (574) 279-1408.

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Experienced in other facets of construction. If you have a house issue, 

don’t hesitate to ask me. We do it all from A-Z. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reason-
able. Experienced help. Thank you for any job opportunities. 

Call me at (219) 393-0529.
THE DECK DOCTOR

Wood’s expensive, protect your deck so it lasts! Power wash, stain/seal, 
exterior wood care. Serving Harbor Country/Michiana/Northwest Indiana 

since 1993. Call (219) 299-9461.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
http://www.bookwormwanatah.com
http://www.comfortkeepers.com
mailto:BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
mailto:haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:rosahousecleaning08@gmail.com
mailto:dirtytokleanllc@gmail.com
mailto:skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:operations@handytopnotch.com
mailto:Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
mailto:alphapainting223@gmail.com
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HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 

218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 

RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)

& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.
Serving your community since 2003.

Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 
210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 
MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Snow removal. Firewood for sale. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, mulch, 
weeding. Gutter cleaning, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power 

washing. Tine dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.
(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767
Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642
S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985

MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
BLM LAWN CARE

Lawn mowing, gutter cleaning, spring & fall cleanups, hedge trimming, 
spread fresh mulch and more! Call Bret McKinney at (219) 363-8329.

Fine Gardeners
Local gardeners, horticulturalists & designers (60,000+ hrs) offering tradi-
tional head gardening tailored for clients. Text Corey at (434) 996-5023 

or visit www.atmosphericsdesign.com

Horticultural Advisements
Professional head landscape gardeners & designers offering solutions to 
a range of fine garden-related subjects from plant care, design, manage-

ment, savings, stewardship & maintenance. Text Corey at (434) 996-
5023 or www.atmosphericsdesign.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.
Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club

Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Do you sell insurance?
You can earn lucrative commissions selling seniors Advantage Plans.

Part time or full time. Call Roy at (219) 224-3348

FOR SALE
2012 Electric Club Car Precedent / 48 Volt

Charger and Inclement Weather Cover Included
$6,000 OBO / Well taken care of / (219) 861-7046

GARAGE SALES, ESTATE SALES, ETC.
Moving Sale: 19135 U.S. 12, New Buffalo

(next to Dancing Feet Yoga), June 3-4, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. EDT
Furniture, framed prints, household items, professional clothing, bikes 

and more.
HOME WATCH

NOW IN OUR SIXTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES
Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.
com Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake 

Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
WANT TO BUY

WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL

Office Space for lease: Perfect for doctors or professionals on busy 
Johnson Road near Legacy Hills Golf Course. 1,915 SF. Only $2,750/mo. 

Call (219) 362-7722.
RENTALS INDIANA

Sheridan Beachfront Summer Rentals!
Kayaks/Lilypads/paddle boards & bikes included.

http://www.coastallivingvacationhome.com
Beautiful 2BR, 3BA open-concept apartment in Michigan City. Non-

smoking, no pets. Laundry facilities on site. Deck, off-street parking. Near 
South Shore Line, Lighthouse Place Premium Outlets, beaches, Blue 

Chip Casino and bus lines. Credit check and references. $1,500/ month. 
Call (219) 861-3720.

3BR, 2BA house for rent in Shoreland Hills. Short walk to Stop 31 
beach. Spacious yard and deck, outdoor grill. A/C, WiFi. Short term. 

Call (773) 607-9465.

BUY
SELL

TRADE

BUY
SELL

TRADE

Best Prices in Area

Insights in History
National labor issues of the 1930s is the focus 

of the next “Insights in History” at 1:30 p.m. EDT 
Wednesday, June 7, at South Bend’s The History 
Museum, 808 W. Washington St.

The speaker is Dan Graff, Higgins Labor Pro-
gram director and Department of History professor 
at The University of Notre Dame. Also planned is a 
guided tour of “Dom Robotnika,” the Polish Work-
er’s Home.

Admission is $3. Reservations are required by 
June 5. Visit www.historymuseumSB.org or call 
(574) 235-9664 for reservations or more details.

mailto:dhealy5150@gmail.com
mailto:motaslawncarellc@gmail.com
mailto:mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
mailto:avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
mailto:landscapeservices46360@gmail.com
http://www.atmosphericsdesign.com
http://www.atmosphericsdesign.com
mailto:info@mihomewatch.com
http://www.mihomewatch
mailto:jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com
http://www.coastallivingvacationhome.com
http://www.historymuseumSB.org


June 1, 2023Page 46
THE

Picture in the Sand by Peter Blauner (hard-
cover $27.99 retail in bookstores and online; also 
available as an eBook and an audiobook. 334 pages.)

I was 11 when my parents took me to see Cecil 
B. DeMille’s “The Ten Commandants.” I was over-
whelmed by the whole production. It was a world-
wide hit and the 1957 Oscar winner for Special Ef-
fects. DeMille lost Best Director to Delbert Mann 
for “Marty.”

To say it was a disappointment to DeMille is a 
vast understatement. It was to be his fi nest and last 
movie before his death in 1959.

This semi-historical book looks at the time DeMi-
lle picked up his Hollywood crew and fl ew to Egypt 
to fi lm parts of the movie. It’s a mes-
merizing look at the obstacles he 
overcame, both in putting together 
such a huge undertaking and deal-
ing with the political changes in 
Egypt. The story, however, belongs 
mainly to a young Egyptian man, 
Ali Hassan. The result is a skill-
ful blending of real and imagined 
characters who come together in a 
whirlwind of time and place.

Blauner is no novice. He’s writ-
ten for many different TV series 
like “Law and Order” and “Blue 
Bloods.” He’s also written eight 
other novels, among them Slow 
Motion Riot, which won an Edgar 
Award for Best First Novel in 1992. 

Blauner is an amazing writer. 
Engaging story? I felt I was right 
there in Egypt, feeling the wind 
and sand in my face, the sights and 
sounds of the marketplace, the at-
mosphere of political upheaval and 
the ideological battle in the heart and head of one 
good man torn between his religion and his politics.

In an NPR interview, Blauner was asked what 
question, never asked, he would like his readers to 
ask. He replied, “What is the common thing that all 
your books are about?” His answer would be, “The 
struggle to be a decent person in the world, as it is.”

The “decent person” in this story is not DeMille, 
but a young, bright, very naive Egyptian named Ali 
Hassan. Ali dreams of becoming a fi lmmaker and 
one day meeting his idol, Cecil B. DeMille.

Ali’s story can’t be told until a disturbing email in 
the present, from his grandson Alex, reminds him of 
his own past mistakes during those turbulent times 
in the 1950s…

It’s 2014 in Brooklyn, where the Hassan fam-
ily lives. Ali owns a gas station and his grandson, 
Alex, is set to enter an Ivy League college…until 
his mother receives that disturbing email from him, 
saying, in part…

“The world is what it is, a battlefi eld. And we 
must all choose sides…I choose to fi ght.”

He’s on his way to Syria to join “the struggle” by 
joining a group of Muslim extremists, much to his 
grandfather’s great sadness. He also says he is to be 
called Abu Suror from now on, no more Alex.

Ali sends back an email telling Alex there is a 
story he has never told anyone. After his wife died, 
he started writing down what happened back in 

the 1950s. Maybe he will even tell 
about the “accident” that made 
him lose an eye?

In between emails sent to each 
other, Ali recounts his life in Egypt, 
where his family lived in a mud 
brick house across from a hotel 
where visiting actors stayed. Ali 
is enamored by movies and Cecil 
B. DeMille. Ali wants to be a fi lm-
maker, too, but what chance does 
he have? It’s the fall of 1954, and 
word has it DeMille is bringing a 
whole shooting crew to Egypt to 
do some fi lming for his next block-
buster, “The Ten Commandments.”

A chance encounter with an ac-
tress leads him to a job as chauf-
feur for DeMille. He gets to see 
Charlton Heston and Yul Brenner 
up close and personal. The poli-
tics in Egypt also is explored as 
King Farouk is deposed. Eventu-
ally, DeMille fi nds himself having 

to please Gamal Abdul Nasser as the new leader of 
the country.

One day, driving down the wrong street, with 
DeMille and others in the car, Ali approaches a 
crowd of protestors. Unable to go forward or back-
ward, Ali accidentally runs over a beloved religious 
man. Later, no one can identify the car or driver ex-
cept Ali’s friend, Sherif, who threatens to tell the 
police if Ali doesn’t go along with his terrorist plans 
for DeMille and company. But what are those plans? 
Sherif won’t tell him…just do what you’re told, when 
you’re told to do it.

Crammed with excitement in spades, religious 
wars, politics, a prison run by an ex-Nazi, torture, 
thousands of movie extras (human and animal), 
ego-geniuses, even love…and one man who has to 
save his grandson from himself. Wow. This is story-
telling at the top of the list.

Make time to read this one, you won’t be sorry.
Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.

MICHIGAN CITY 

2br/1ba / $459,000
Jamie Hogan • 708.508.1991 

108Adahi.info

PORTAGE 

3br/1.1ba / $435,000
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364 

25Ogden.info

LAPORTE  

6br/6.2ba / $2,975,000
Will Schauble • 312.860.4192 

 5716E1000N.info

2411 St Lawrence Ave · Long Beach, IN 46360

PORTAGE 

4br/3.1ba / $750,000 
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364 

1Sycamore.info

OGDEN DUNES  

5br/3.2ba / $1,800,000
Michael Bill Smith • 219.921.9227 

28Shore.info

MICHIGAN CITY 

2br/2ba / $449,000
Kathleen Ryan-Peters • 312.590.1177 

123LakeShoreDrive.info

PORTAGE

4br/4ba / $1,195,000 
Ted Lelek • 219.406.5364 

53Hillcrest.info

MICHIANA SHORES 

5br/1.2ba / $920,000 
Michael Jefvert • 312.316.9151 

3938BrooksideDrive.info

CEDAR LAKE

2br/2.1ba / $525,000 
Kaileyne Krask • 219.851.7290 

13500DeweySt.info
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Sleeps 6 / 3 Bed 2 Bath
Hosted by: Meghan Maddox
Book here: mtmpremier.com

Short Term Vacation Rentals

Sleeps 7 / 4 Bed 3.5 Bath
Hosted by: Meghan Maddox
Book here: mtmpremier.com

Featured Agent

Congratulations to Darlene! She was our top producer for the 
month of April! Darlene has been an agent since 1995 

specializing in all residential sales. She is also
CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) and

SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist) Broker Associate certified.

You can reach Darlene at : 219-363-3277 or
darlenejesch@yahoo.com
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